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THE  SPIRIT  LIVES!... 

THE  REST  WILL  FOLLOW’ 

With  these  inspiring  words  of  Oswald  Mosley, that  greatest  of 
Englishmen,  challenging  the  winds  of  Destiny  -  warning  of  that 
'long, slow  crumbling1  into  final  decay  of  our  Island  race  - 
calling  on  those  he  led  to'give  all  and  dare  all*  for  Engl and b 


FRIEDS  of  O.K. 


Inspired  by  the  ever-present  ]“ 
undefeated  spirit  of  Mosley, a 
few  of  his  old  comrades  formed 
Friends  of  O.K. three  years  ago, 
for  the  immediate  purpose  of 
reuniting  old  friends  at  soc-  | 
ial  gatherings. Such  an  occas¬ 
ion  was  on  O.M.'s  birthday  last 
November  when  nearly  eighty 
sat  down  to  dinner  with  Lady 
Mosley, the  Guest  of  Honour  at 
a  London  hotel. 


in  political  activity,but  feel 
the  urge, and  believe  it  to  be 
in  pursuit  of  Mosley's  purpose, 
to  meet  an:!  share  in  that  spir¬ 
it  of  Brotherhood  that  he  insp¬ 
ired  to  great  effort  through 
successive  generations. 

All  old  comrades, true, tried, 
and  tested  in  the  life-long 
march  with  Mosley,  are  needed 
now  to  'hold  the  line 'for  those 
new  generations  -  and  we  hear 
their  whispers  in  the  winds  - 
who  in  their  search  for  truth 
will  one  day  feel  the  need  to 
look  back  for  a  message  of  help 
from  the  oast,  and  with  new 
clear  sight  see  the  majesty  of 
the  challenge  by  Mosley  and 
those  'strange  disturbing'  men 
who  rallied  to  his  call. 

We  that  are  left-now  in  the 
autumn  of  our  lives-are  bound 
in  corradeshio, and  in  a  debt 
of  honour  to  those  early  Black¬ 
shirts,  many  no  longer  with  us, 
who  lit  the  flame  that  still 
lights  the  way  ahead  towards 
the  survival  through  renal ss- 


s  it's  first  NH-JSLE.TTFR  and 
in  f or  °xistance. _ 

ance  of  thp  British  and  the 
European  peoples. 

With  the  going  down  of  the 
sun, and  in  eternal  union  with 
those  who  have  gone  bpfore,wp 
make  this  our  final  contribu¬ 
tion  to  Mosley  the  Man, and  to 
those  ideals  for  which  he  and 
so  many  fought  and  suffered, 
and  which  history  might  one 
day  record, to  have  been  even 
greater, than  that  made  with 
the  crusading  eagerness  and 
joyous  laughter  of  our  bursting 
youthjwith  the  godlike  Mosley 
by  our  side.  And  that,  "They 
have  conauered  nevertheless". 
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RONALD  CRFASYTi^MiL  .  M 

Blackshirt 

Councillor  for  FTE ,  Suffolk  in 
1950s, replies  to  LADY  MOSLFY 
at  the  Garmemoration  Dinner  wi  th 
"The  spirit  of  our  Leader  rem¬ 
ains  a  dominant  imperishable 

factor  and  inspiration . 

Mosley  symbolised  the  oast, 
present  and  future. He  Is  past, 
present  and  future. An  embodim¬ 
ent  of  the  whole  inseparable 


RUN  BY 
MOSLEY  MEN 

FRIENDS  of  O.M.  is  organised 


four  of  whom  were  personally 


DIRECTORATE  when  he  retired 


All  old  friends  who  the  org¬ 
anisers  know  have  been  loyal 
to  O.M. during  his  life, an? wel¬ 
come  at  our  functions,  as  are 
their  guests  from  the  younger 
generations,  too  young  to  have 
been  involved  in  our  struggle Sj 
but  searching  for  a  way  ahead. 

Our  activities  are  in  areas 
where  there  exists  a  vacuum,  and 
we  have  therefor  heard  from 
oid  comrades,  some  old  and  inf¬ 
irm,  who  will  find  it  difficult 
to  attend  functions, but ve pro¬ 
mise  we  shall  not  forget  them. 
Any  aid  and  comfort  that  is 
■within  our  power  will  be  at  their 
di sposal. 

Those  who  wish  to  be  with 
us  will  be  recorded  in  our  mail¬ 
ing  list, invited  to  our  func¬ 
tions,  and  hear  from  us  from 
time  to  time  with  news  of  old 
comrades. 

We  do  not  have  a  membership 
and  thus  we  do  not  ask  for  sub¬ 
scriptions  or  other  finance. 
All  overhead  costs  are  borne 
by  the  organizers  and  such  old 
friends  vho wish  to  participate,. 


The 

Mosley  Message 


"Mosley  had  a  remarkable  gift 
of  being  in  tune  with  the  main 
historical  tendencies  of  his 
age"  wrote  his  biograoher  Prof¬ 
essor  Robert  Skidelsky  in  1968. 
That  very  quality. ..  "keeps  his 
ideas  fresh  for  present  and 
succeeding  generations" 


fM AY-DAY1  Buf fef  SuoDer  .  Saturday  3rd  May 


ARTHUR  MASON, former  BU  District 


Leader,  Limehouse,  sends  regards 
from  Australia  to  all  old  com¬ 
rades.  Asks  for  news  of  Tommy- 
Waters,  once  Limehouse  ;  Fred 
Charles,  who  went  to  New  Zea  land 
in  1950s :Geoff  Clarke:  Paddy 


Dnscoll;  Dimo  Murra; 


JOHN  CHARNLEYt Southnort.one  of 
four  Blackshirt  brothers,  and 
former  BU  D/Leader  Hull  and 
Propaganda  Officer,  Yorkshire, 
out  of  hospital  after  serious 
illness, has  completed  his  life 
story.  Good  luck  John.' 

DICK  BELLAMY, former  BU  Parliam¬ 
entary  Candidate  Blackley  Man¬ 
chester,  sends  regards  to  all 
old  comrades. Now  85,  Dick  has 
spent  last  15  years  on  massive 
history  of  BU  that  had  "long 
been  my  dream  that  my  story  of 
Mosley  and  our  Movement  could 
be  my  greatest  and  ultimate 
contribution  to  what  we  have 


‘THE  SPIRIT  LIVES’ 


Discovered  in  Essex  alone  with 
his  memories, but  still 
a  fighter,  85  year  old 
ARTHUR  BE.  A  VAN,  seen 
here  at  57, we  were  met 
with  a  warm  smile  and 
strong  handgrip,  in 

spite  of  has  arthritis,  I  _ . . 

and  we  noted  his  Bronze  BistictLon 
Badge  of  Merit  awarded  in  1957-  "It 
never  comes  off -indocrs, outdoors" 
he  volunteered. 


«Arthur  Beavan  was  already  at 
sea  at  14,  serving  in  Mecrhant 
Navy  and  Army  during  kb  rid  War  I 
Later  he  served  in  U. S. Army. 

On  returning  to  Fngland  he  be¬ 
came  active  with  Communist  Party 
until  birth  of  British  Union, where 
he  found  the  end  of  his  search. 

He  soon  became  Unit  Leader  of 
famcus  "I "Division, then  District 
Leader;  West  Ham,  and  BU  Parliam¬ 
entary  Candidate  for  Upton. 


vr  :'r" .  :'v  :  ■ 


••Friends  of  O.M.ha-w  been  ass- 


stood  for,  and  battled  for  so  We  entered  his  room  where  three  istine  Stephen  Cullen,  with  some 
long"  framed  photographs  decorated  the  success,  in  his  search  for  old  Bl 

BOB  SAUNDFRS  O.B.E.,  sends  warm  mantel-himself  ,  his  wi  fe-  the  late  members  to  assist  him  in  his  res- 

reeards  to  old  friends  from  'SCRAM1  BULLIVANT, both  in  Black-  e arch  project  to  produce  a  thesis 

his  Dorset  farm.  Until  his  ret-  shirt-arid  O.M.  in  fencing  kit.  on  the  history  of  Briti sh  Union  . 

irement  2  years  ago,  Bob  had  A  nostalgic  two  hours  passed  and  He  writes  "Compared  with  comp- 

held  senior  posts  in  National  on  leaving,  our  guest,  an  Oxford  arable  historical  events ,the  aca- 
Farmers  Union,  believes  that  we  research  graduate*asked  "And  what  demic  literature  is  somewhat  pat- 

have  not  only  to  keen  Mosley's  do  you  think  of  Mosley  now  "Arthur 's  chy.  As  one  writer  puts  it  'perso- 

memory  alive, but  also  do  what  repLy  wag  immediate.  "The  greatest  ectives  remain  clouded  in  emot- 

we  can  to  see  that  his  ideas  Englishman  in  thelast"-and  his  ion  '.In  my  work  I  am  trying  tc 

come  to  fruition.  eyes  twinkled  -  "2,G00years.'Ihere  create  an  accurate  history  of  th< 


joined  Mosley  in  his  long  march 


FRANK  CORK,  DFC.  sends  his  best 
regards  from  Norfolk. _ _ 


are  none  alive  that  could  approach 
him, and  there  never  will  be". 

With  his  "Join  me  up  with  Friends 
of  O.M  "  we  said  our  goodbyes,  and 
I  felt  that  apart  from  other  rea¬ 
sons,  Friends  of  O.M. was  fulfil¬ 
ling  a  purpose. 

Over  20  years  alone  with  just 


purpose  almost  indefineable  in  its 


- symbolic  of  th  e  human 


Force  which  the  modern  pundits 


cannot  begin  to  understand,  but 


which  one  which  was  an  understood 


and  feeling  stimulus  to  those  who 


'elcoming  Lady  Mosley  at  the 
Commemoration  Dinner,  DANNY 
HARMSTON  spoke  of  "his  love 
for  Oswald  Mosley, whose  lady 
is  with  us  tonight". 'Big Dan', 
Smithfield  Market  meatDorter 
and  former  boxer, has  stood  for 
UNION  MOVEMENT  ip  two  Parlia¬ 
mentary  elections. He  was  cho¬ 
sen  by  O.M.  for  the  MOSLFY  DIR¬ 
ECTORATE  when  h.p  retired  from 
active  politics  in  1966. 


B  Tail-end  reminder 

|  "MAY- DAY" 

|  BUFFET  SUPPER 

I  Reserve  NOV/  by  remittance. 

1  Bring  a  friend 


dsy-to-day  activities, beliefs  ani 
hopes  of  the  ordinary  member". 

Vfe  believe  Mr. Cullen's  work,  thf 
first  of  its  kind,  to  be  of  immenst 
historical  importance  and  we  as! 
these  old  members  not  yet  in  touch 
to  write  him  at  NUFFIELD  COLLFGF, 
OXFORD,  OH. INF. 


flB 

We  regret  to  report  death 
of  CHARLIE  PACKER  from 
heart  attack  last  November. 
In  his  early  fifties, he  had 
been  expected  at  our  Commemo¬ 
ration  Dinner.  He  will  be 
remembered  as  the  back-room 
boy  working  on  accounts  for 
Union  Movement  and  allied 
areas  since  1948,  a  role 
which  did  not  prevent  his 
reign  of  Conservative  Mayor 
of  Bexley  in  1978  to  1979. 


Published  bv  F.  Bailev.  101.  Orwell  Court,  Pownall  Road,  T,ondon,E.8  for  FRIENDS  of  O.M. 


46  YR  OLD  COVER'UP 


BRITISH  UNION  VINDICATED 


IT  is  forty-six  years  since  members  of  BRITISH  UNION  were  arr¬ 
ested  under  an  amendment  to  Defence  Regulation  l8b,  rushed 
through  Parliament  on  Hay  22nd. 19^0.  Mosley  was  arrested  the 
next  day,  and  four  days  later, when  the  Home  Secretary,  Sir  John 
Anderson, was  ordering  the  round-up  of  several  hundred  of 
his  supporters, many  of  them  highly-decorated  ex-servicemen  of 
the  191^-18  war, he  was  at  the  same  tine  issueing  a  document  stat¬ 
ing  "no  man  will  be  penalised  for  the  mere  holding  of  political 
opinions, however  unpopular  they  may  be". 

Those  detained  had  broken  no  laws  -  were  never  charged  with 
an  offence  -  but  were  incarcerated  for  years  in  British  prisons 
and  concentration  camps  on  the  decision  of  one  man,  successive 
Labour  Home  Secretary, HERBERT  MORRISON, who  when  young  enough  to 
fight  in  the  imprisoned  ex-servicemen's  war  had  been  a  conscien¬ 
tious  objector, and  urged  British  soldiers  not  to  fight. 

The  war  was  going  badly,  and  the  politicians  were  in  a  state 
of  hysteria  when  faced  with  a  crisis  of  their  own  making .and 
their  own  neglect. And  true  to  party  political  form,  they  found 
their  scapegoat.  MOSLEY  and  BRITISH  UNION.  In  their  panic  and 
vindictiveness  they  destroyed  what  Englishmen  had  won  over  the 
the  course  of  centuries  -  the  right  to  free  trial, that  undeni¬ 
able  right  born  out  of  MAGNA  CARTA  in  1215. "No  f  “ 


jESSSEESy 


-yranny  and  oppress¬ 


ive  files  of  some  800  of  these 
BRITISH  UNION  political  prisoners 
have  recently  been  released  by  the 
Home  Office,  the  first  15  now  on  view 
at  the  Public  Record  Office , Kew. They 
seem  to  have  been  chosen  at  random; 
some  senior  officers  not  now  alive, 
district  leaders,  and  some  unfortunate 
non-active  members  whose  detention 
would  seem  to  have  been  chosen  by  the 
throw  of  the  dice. 

The  one  undeniable  truth  emerging 
from  the  files,  is,  as  wo  In  BRITISH 
UNION  have  always  believed,  that  the 
one  object  of  proscribing  BRITISH 
UNION  and  detaining  its  members,  was 
to  silence  its  lawful  political  opp¬ 
osition  to  a  war  which  it  believed 
was  not  in  the  true  intareatn  of 
Great  Britain, and  at  that  time  peace 
with  honour  possible. 

Space  does  not  permit  n  detailed 
review  of  all  files, but  the  evidence 
in  the  file  of  the  lute  CHARLES  F. WATTS 
tells  the  story  which  runs  through 
all  the  files. 


at  riuyton  that"hc  was  an  ardent  su 
porter  of  British  Union  although  at 
same  tlae.pro- 
view  of  desiring  Bri 


CHARLIE  WATTS  in  J 


persuasive  power  was  too 
dangerous  for  tho  politi¬ 
cians  war  for  freedom  1 


MI5’s 
IMOSCOW 
MOLES 


Although  MOSLEY  was  detained  by  shoddy 
political  Skulduggery-Labour’s  price  for 
joining  Churchill's  Government,  it  is 
clear  that  attempts  to  bludgeon  British 
Union  members  into  false  confessions  at 
the  Has  Cocoon  torture  den  wan  to  pro¬ 
vide*  evidence'  to  charge  MOSLEY  with 
treason. 

They  should  have  looked  nearer  home 
for  their  treason. Aaong  the  traitors, 
queers, and  society  misfits  that  we  now 
know  prolificated  at  such  an  that 


An  Advisory  Board  document  of  Se 


p  Commandant 


Detention  record  good  the  volunteers 


;nrBirnrr^>r>yTfrn 

tsssnasxssM 

211 


the  conventions 


tic  aspect. 


can  be  considered 


the  Union  and  his  apparent  power  of 
attracting  other  people  to  share  his 
views,  makes  it  difficult  to  suppose 
that  his  release, even  on  conditions, 
would  ~be  devoid  of  risk  to  our  nat¬ 
ional  security  and  I  feel  that  the 
Order  for  detention  must  be  main¬ 
tained"  .Signed  by  one  TRIUCHARD  COX, 
with  a  penned  footnote,  "He  is  much 
too  plausable  for  safety*'. 

A  further  cause  for  concern  was 
WATTS '  s  organising  of  the  LONDON  CAE 
GROUP. Special  Branch  reported  a  1 , 000 
pre-war  membership.  Just  imagine  him 
loose  among  a  thousand  cabbies. With 
their  chatty  ways-and  the  persuasive 
CHARLIE  -  what  damage  could  be  caused 
to  national  security! 

One  could  laugh  if  it  had  not  been 
so  tragic  for  those  whose  lives  were 
ruined, in  many  cases, for  life. 

And  it  was  no  laughing  matter  for 
CHARLIE  WATTS, when, he  and  selected 
others, were  taken  to  the  notorious 


of  that  unlisted  Government  depart- 


’•  wnere  v*?ats  ol  psychologica 


uro  in  a  semi-starvation  re 


ary  confinement  were  prac 


He  did  not  'confess',  nor  did  any 
other, for  there  was  nothing  to  conf¬ 
ess.  Nor  did  he ' break ', but  at  a  cost. 
After  the  three  week  'course', the  37 
years  old  CHARLIE  came  out  with  his 
dark  hair  turned  to  greying-white. 

It  was  in  fact  CHARLIE  WATTS  who 
finally' broke 'his  MI3  interrogators. 
Pulled  from  his  bed  in  the  middle  of 
night, the  unseen  interrogators  lurk¬ 
ing  behind  the  spotlights  into  his 
eyes,  a  gun  directed  at  him, and  the 
final  baiting, sneering  "And  what  do 
you  think  of  BRITISH  UNION  now?". The 
end  come  suddenly.  Springing  to  his 
feet  he  gave  a  full  salute  and  with 

a  shout  "HAIL  MOSLEY . and . em 

ALL"  I 

CHARLIE  and  others  gave  their  all 
for  MOSLEY  and  BRITISH  UNION. and,  as 

one  day  it  will  be  proved. .. .for  the 
British  people. 

WE  who  are  left  salute  them. 


'IT  HAS  HAPPENED  HERE*  The  exp¬ 


eriences  of  a  Political  Prison¬ 


er  in  British  Prisons  and  Concen¬ 


tration  Cam 


Column  panic  of  1940/1 . 


By  CHARLIE  WATTS 


Charlie  Watt6,who  is  featured  on 
our  front  page,  wrote  this  6tory 
of  his  time  as  a  political  pris¬ 
oner,  in  1948,  but  it  remains  un¬ 
published.  We  will, in  a  small  way 
publish  this  for  Charlie  by  using 
excerpts  from  time  to  time.  Here 
you  will  see  how  he  was  a  useful 
friend  of  O.M.i  - 

*1 1  the  boys  can  t«Ve  it".... 


HIGH?  trcm  the  start  I  was, to  say  tho  least, 
vary  displeased  and  disgusted  to  f  lad  that 
O.M.was  expected  to  keep  his  ows  cell  clean 
etc.  It  aaused  ae  to  see  other  people  on  the 
kot  Parade,  but  with  the  leader, ay  reactions 
went  the  other  way.  but  he  took  It  like  the 
great  man  he  la. I  determined  to  try  and  make 
hta  prison  life  as  easy  as  possible  so  off¬ 
ered  my  services  as  a  sort  of  'batman'.  These 
.ere  immediately  refused.  He  said  1 1  mat  be 
the  leader  outside,  but  here  1  am  one  of  the 


can  take 


persisted  day  after  day  and  several  times 
Incurred  his  displeasure  and  annoyance.  I 
would  wait  until  hla  back  was  turned  and  then 
nip  into  his  cell  and  tidy  up  a  bit,  or  fetch 
a  jug  of  water  or  something  like  that. 

•So  ■must'1  I 

une  morning, as  aoun  as  my  door  was  opened, 
I  followed  the  Screw  round  the  landlng,and  as 
soon  as  be  opened  O.M. 's  door,  I  nipped  in, 
grabbed  his  Jerry  and  got  his  own  crsck  back 
at  him  while  he  was  a  till  In  bed. '  You  m  be 
the  leader  outside  but  in  here  vou're  er.a  o 


the  bloodv  thin 


tills  nora 


I5T3H 


He  looked  astonished  and  1  expected  a  real 
mouthful  whao  I  returned  the eopty.but  found 
him  highly  amused.  This  served  to  break  down 
hie  resistance  and  from  then  onwards  I'm 
happy  in  the  knowledge  that  I  made  his  life 
tuat  a  little  easier  for  him. 


COMRADE _ June  1986 


MANY  of  OSWALD  MOSLEY's  EAST  LONDON  supporters 


were  unaware  of  the  detention  of  he  and  his 


members  of  BRITISH  UNION  in  May, 1940. 


They  never  did  know  . 


odious  Professor  whose 

brief, working  under  Soviet  control  in 
F  Division, was  British  Union. With  some 
assistance  from  ROGSK  BOLUS, who  ran  the 
Division, later  knighted  and  promoted 
HI5*s  Director  General, and  now  widely, 
believed  to  have  been  a  top  Soviet  mole. 

Concurrently.  Communist  traitors  at 
the  Foreign  Of: ice  were  passing  top 
eacrets  to  Moscow  by  the  sackful. 

How  right  was  MOSLEY  on  the  eve 


of  the  War" THROUGH  A  BARRAGE  OF 


LIES  WE  ADVANCE  TO  CHALLENGE  AN 


INFAMY  THAT  STINKS  TO  HEAVEN. IN 


SUCH  AN  HOUR  TO  PLAY  THE  PART  OF 


MEN  IS  TO  LIVE  IN  BRITISH  HIST¬ 


ORY.  FOR' WE  IN  IT  SHALL  BE  REM¬ 


EMBERED.  WE  BAND  OF  BROTHERS 


MAGNA  CARTA 


MAY  TKi  SOUL  OF  EVERYONE  WHO  MARKS 


THIS  SENTENCE  GO  OUT  AND  STINK  IN 


H£iL. (Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  12S3 
to  those  who  violate  Magna  Carta. 


‘THEY  DIED  AT 


CALAIS  &  DUNKIRK 


ON  MAY  23rd. 1940, SIR  OSWALD  MOSLEY  was  ign ominously  arrested 
with  no  charge  or  trial  to  follow:  only  a  conspiracy  of  sil¬ 
ence  and  innuendo, set  to  continue  to  the  end  of  his  life  and 
beyond.  By  the  end  of  June, some  800  men  and  women  of  BRITISH 
UNION, including  Mosley's  wife, DIANA, had  been  detained.  Many 
thousands  of  his  supporters  in  the  Forces,  who  had  actively 
supported  his  efforts  to  avert  the  war  in  which  they  were 
now  enmeshed, were  quite  unaware  of  this  situation  until  much 
later. This  was  particularly  true  of  his  Ekst  London  support¬ 
ers,  many  who  never  did  know.  For  they  died  around  Calais  and 
Dunkirk. 


By  PAT  DUNEGAN 


■  Ck  '.no  'iay,I  rat  behind  an  antiquf cri  Lewis— gun  in  « 

REJK  I  sandbagged  pit  ry  the  ride  of  «  eelgifin  road  near  Tpre.*. Ypres  1 
‘  the  rnme  was  familiar,  i  had  read  about  it  ir.  school  history 

cooks, and  heard  my  father  talk  ar.out  it.  heard  •>,  aid 

'  Merle?  refer  to  it.  I  dor. *t  know: certainly  he  iioc  often  rooke 

^  m  about  the  carnage  ef  V.'crld  War  I, and  fought  hard  to  avert  this 

f|  'Joric  '.‘ar  2.  1  had  actively  supported  him  since  early  193^  in 
HAT  OQNKGAM  Shoreditch, tiien  Islington  branches  of  Britis.n  union.  "MIND 
murchfng  with  BRITAIN'S  BU5TN'iJS.S"  had  been  the  basis  of  the  campaign  to atry 
UNION  hov man'  out  of  a  foreign  quarrel, which, rs  he  forecast, cost  uo  an  em- 


. —  --  - - - , - , —  —  - - 1 

_ Ipire  and  needless  loss  of  thousands  of  British  lives. 

Before  that  day  I  had  seen  only  a  very  few  dead  -  ir.  r crone  surrounded  b 


sweet  smelling  flowers.  The  foul  stenc 


the  wounded  has  marked  me  for  ever. As  I  gazed  or.  the  gelid,  pathetic  inane 


ur.uer  stood  for  the  first  time  Mosley's  abho¬ 


rrence  of  war, and  his  answer 


when  the  killing  begins". 

Four  days  later,  trapped  with  about  forty  others  in  a  feur- stcrey  warehc-ise 
"nier  concentrated  bombing  n*.  tac  's  over  several  hours ,  the  exit  blocked  by 
fallen  masonry, it  seemed  vie  were  to  be  entombed. From  the  dust  and  gloom  in 
n  comer  of  our  concrete  umbrella  come  the  singing  of  a  popular  hjtvi  vh'-v  we 
invoke  the  aid  of  the  Lord  wnen  death  seems  near.'  /  but  in  -,y  s>e-. c-stlev  -  1 

could  r.ot  join  ir  the  chorus  and  instead  ring  with  viy.'i"*  British  I'r.f  on  * 
i  hr  citing  Song. To  my  Amazement, and  wit.-,  r.ot  a  lit  ic  fear,:  ..ought  1  v*  or. 
the  side  of  the  on, -.els  or.  tv"  lusty  voice?  joined  in. Cue,  with  wr.-x  litter 
escaped, war.  free  Hackney, and  r  far.  of  Sritisr.  Union's  lie*  •-iar'ke ; the  other, 
Save  me  a  broad  grir.  as  ..e  finally  du :  our  v.y  t>i  th-  fading  ligf ,  -ir.d  I 
sever  saw  him  og«">ir..  I  war  luck;*  end  jumped  off  the  mole  at  Dunkirk  or.  June 
3rd. to  return  to  c  very  different  Bnglund, with  many  of  uy  old  comrades  ir - 
turned, but  nest  ir.  the  servicer  .many  of  whom  1  kr.ov  died  in  those  t cur  iu yc 
of  a  brother'.,  war  that  tr.ey  and  their  Leader  had  beer,  unable  to  r.tcr. 

I  have  many  times  since  vir.i  t«d  the  Military  Cemetry  at  Dunkirk,  where  1 
I  salute  those  who  lie  there  asleep.  Yet  I  never  feel  alone  as  I  sileail; 
sing  the  Marching  .jong  as  I  did  with  fuller  voice  so  many  years  am'.  j-.a 
i roni  row  on  ro-  of  white  crtnafes,I  hear  a  vocal  occo—panJxiontj&nd  woro»-r  .tf 
tneir  social  ring  haloes  uo me  spot  in  Paradise . 

So  many  gone, so  few  remain, yet  still  with  faith  in  Mosley, 


Our  Man,  his  ideas,  our  creed.  If  "the  spirit 


rest  will  follow". 


COMRADE 


june  isoD 


HOW  does  one  write  of  this 
man.  Describe  the  indescrib¬ 
able.  Assess  the  unassessable. 
Compare  the  uncomparable. 
Clothe  in  words  a  personality 
outside  the  use  of  language. 

He  disrupted  my  life.  Dest¬ 
royed  my  peace  of  mind.  Made 
demands  on  my  time  and  leis- 
ure  which  I  could  not  ignore-. 
Yet  I  loved  him.  He  was  my 
Leader.  I  met  him  many  times 
and  each  time  my  committment 
and  dedication  became  more 
intense  and  complete. 

Beared  in  a  political  home  I  had 
noted  Oswald  Mosley  who  war.  often 
in  the  news  during  the  twenties, hut 
it  was  not  until  his  speech  of  res¬ 
ignation  fron  the  1930  Labour  Gov¬ 
ernment,  read  while  unemployed  in  a 
.Southampton  bed-sitter ,  that  he  pen¬ 
etrated  ay  consciousness , and  it  was 
three  years  later  before  I  donned 
the  Blackshirt. 

First  meeting 

How  well  I  remember  our  first  meet¬ 
ing.  It  was  during  the  Cotton  Camp¬ 
aign  ir.  Lancashire, and  af ter  o  march 
f roa  Accrington  to  3urnley  I  was 
told  he  wished  to  see  me  after  the 
meeting. I  was  worried  because  I 
thought  I  vould  bo  repremanded,  or 
perhaps  expellee. A  Tew  weeks  curlier 
I  had  lei  two  young  members  into  c 
street  fight  ir.  Ghecthnra  Kill  before 
the  start  of  the  Free  Trade  Hall 
meeting  in  Marches  tor.  >.’e  were  lcat- 
en  up  and  I  hurled  through  a  shop 
window. I  had  been  questioned  by  Man¬ 
chester  police, and  I  thought  I  was 
now  to  receive  my  just  desserts  for 
unseemly  behaviour. 

'*»  aet,md  I  win  asked  for  my  acc¬ 
ount  of  t.:c  affair. Silent  for  a  few 
moments, Lv  then  stood  up,  extended 
his  hand; looked  at  me  with  truse mag¬ 
netic  eyes  and  siid'*Chumley,  I  not'd 
men  like  you” 

Beacon  of  light 

Tr.it  somoni  he  lit  «  fire  which 
still  burns  ir.  sy  Heart.  1  iuive  only 
to  cloce  ny  eyes  to  fool  his  rreu- 
, hear  his  voice. Ho  needed  me.  I 
was  25  years  old  and  rod  nrvjr  leftxe 
beer,  needed. Tears  earlier  thechoi-- 
master-at  at. Alban's, Blackburn  had 


ur.trJ  rr  in  his  choir,  but  hr  •’! 
not  r/e"  ,*.<■.  int<T, in  r’<>uthsiv>ton,t'w 

choirmaster  at  St . Boniface 1 s  wanted 
me  in  his  male  voice  choir, but  he 
did  not  need  me.  Close  friends  of  my 
earlier  days  in  Southport  had  wanted 
my  companionship, but  they  did  not 
need  me.3ut  this  man, Oswald  Modey, 
one  of  the  most  talked-about  polit¬ 
ical  leaders  of  the  day  said  he 
needed  me.  It  is  not  surprising  to  me 
that  his  spirit  still  leads,  nnd  I 
have  no  wish  but  to  followjiy  faith 
never  needed  renewal, it  was  always 
constant, but  every  time  I  met  him 
it  was  an  enervating  experience.lt 
was  like  being  in  the  presence  of 
a  living  fire  which  warmed  the  heart 
and  stimulated  the  spirit. In  those 
dark  days  of  the  thirties  tic  was 
like  a  beacon  of  light.  1  think  it 
was  American  poet  Havelock  Ellis 
who  wrote"To  some  it  is  given  -  if 
they  will, to  lighten  the  darkness 
that  surrounds  our  path". He  was  the 
Beacon  Carrier. 

*1  am  with  you  all  the  way* 

Living  in  the  provinces , far  away 
from  the  London  political  centre, 
I  was  fortunate  to  have  many  oppar  - 
tunities  to  meet  him.  In  1935  I 
moved  to  Hull  and  we  met  at  a  speak¬ 
ers  school  in  Leeds. He  asked  me  the 
outcome  of  the ’window  affair’.  I 
said  I  had  been  exonerated—  "Hy 
body  had  beer,  used  by  persons  un¬ 
known  ic  cause  wil full  damage".  He 
asKed  with  a  laugh  if  1  had  been 
afraid. I  said  I  had  not,  but  there 
was  a  time  a  year  later  -  at  the 
meeting  on  Corporation  Field, Hull, 
when  I  was  very  much  afraid.  He 
knew  it, but  talked  me  out  of  show¬ 
ing  it. 

It  was  the  bloodiest  meeting  I 
had  attended, and  apart  from  Town 
Moor, Newcastle, the  only  one  he  add¬ 
ressed  that  had  to  be  closed  down, 
and  the  only  one  where  all  the  four 
Charnley  Blackshirt  brothers  were 
present. 

when  he  got  off  the  platform  and 
spoke  to  the  Chief  Constable,  he 
turned  to  me  with  "Well  Charnley, 
what  do  we  do  now?  We  are  relying 
on  you  to  lead  us  off  the  field  and 
back  to  headquarters. Surrounded  by 
a  howling, raging  mob, I  was  scared. 
In  the  heat  of  action  I  had  stood 
up  to  the  barrage  of  missiles  and 
assorted  weajtons,  but  to  head  for 
that  mob  was  more  than  I  dared.  He 


looked  x-  in  the  eye  and  said  "'-hi ch 
way  do  v*  co  " ,  and  1  pointed  the  dir¬ 
ection.  r>  held  my  shoulder  saying 
“  iak>  straight  for  them  and  I  prom¬ 
ise  you,  if  you  show  no  fear  they 
will  l«t  us  through.  I  am  with  you 
ell  the -sy".1  hat  else  could  I  do". 
1  mad*'  for  them  and  when  only  t  feu 
;arJs  away,  they  opened  uo  and  w* 
•ttrch rd  th rough .Otr  ranks  wrre  fcro- 


i.  (3y 
J-Q-M 

CHARNLEY 

speaking _ 

in  London  in  19*»9 


a 


•<a-  jut  wr  carried  our  e;ivm- 

wit-  us. I  C'-Uld  not.  have  done 
Without  v»h  "hie  »n  In’  - 

;  ,  t,. rr.pt  :lrri  ichiov_ 

whirr,  otherwise  .voU  woul,i 
h  v*  thought  ispor:  ible. 

Straight  to  the  point 

itis.  n.’ter  Uie  Abtlienl- 
-y --At  iir:  '  cur  ijwd.i  <  i  .' 
ic  10M..  ■  ■  .  - S  ClWWWf  ■ 
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itmsdiate  r,.l  blunt. ”Hr  never  ..rmteu 
ire  job, nr.  d  ir,  ar.y  case  you  cannot 
ccr.tir.ue  to  fight  for  a  nar.  vim  re¬ 
fuses  to  fig.'.i  fer  himself".  He  bad 
immediately  r.cir.cc  the  kernel  of  th" 
object  and  reduced  ..t  to  its  tru* 
level  in  our  ntru.^Ic. 

Overcome 

-r.ee  at  -i  rr.evtir.-~  in  Ormond  vryj.e 


-iv  r.c  cr.  his  wa  ia  the  1  rjcsy'-.i  t. 
irrr.e A .  snonk  — h"r.d,  arc  said  >•*  t.i 


r.  ilc”  You  :*erc  *  *oin  CK,micv.  ■  .  ■ 
there  national  rallies  would  not  b* 

.  --.cie  wili-out  vo-  would  they'. "  ) 
<n.s  no  overcome  i  could  noi  reply.; 
■■a  .-.c  how  I  fclt.Ho  nodded. turned, 

•ir  j  -.-rej  on  to  the  van. 


Anticipated  arrest 

I  next  saw  him  in  Leeds  when  we 
were  fighting  the  19^  bye-election. 

I  asked  his  views  on  our  future.  Ke 
told  ne  his  legal  advisers  had  ass¬ 
ured  him  that  our  actions  were  with- 
the  law, but  fror.  sources  he  could 

r.ot  reveal, expected  that  he  and  some 

senior  officers  night  be  arrested, 
prccitly  2Cor  3C,’diich  could  include 
myself  as  Yorkshire’s  Lenior  Irojui- 
.;ands  Cfficcr.His  source  did  not  ex¬ 
pect  detention  to  last  long, because 
we  had  always  acted  witiiin  the  low. 
He  thought  Government  action  would 
ucconpar.y  legislation  proscribing 
the  Movement, thereby  prohibiting  fuiy 
future  political  action. In  the  event 
of  a  small  number  being  detained  for 
-  limited  period, he  hinted  that  help 
would  be  available  for  the  families 
of  those  in  need.  The  final  picture 
was  out  of  all  proportion  to  what  he 
had  been  advised  to  anticipate, mak- 
inr  tentative  arrangements  imposs¬ 
ible.!  make  specific  mention  of  thin 
conversation  because  it  hod  been 
thought  by  some  that  he  had  adopted 
/>  callous  attiti.de  or.  this  score. 

'He  was  unique' 

1  did  not  nee  him  again  until  ur- 
tcr  the  bar,  first  in  London,  r.-i  lit-  - 
er,when  he  had  moved  to  2rel.au).  I 
spent  a  week-end  with  him,  to  he 
joined  later  by  Raven  Thompson  and 
Bob  Row, to  discuss  the  timir.*"  o.  re¬ 
newal  of  political  activity. 

It  has  been  u  long  roa.!  and  these 
thoughts  of  an  old  comrade  ore  near¬ 
ing  their  end.  I  was  proud  to  ! 
ly  declare  my  loyalty  in  the  ISC’s 
"Britain  in  the  Thirties""  few  yearn 
ago  when  1  said  "I  had  nailed  cy 
colours  to  Kir  must  aud  I  sn.iU 
mver  tri'.i  then  down”. 

He  was  a  political  giant, 
an  intellectual  genius.  What 
more  is  there  to  say  except 
that  he  was  OSWAkl  HUhLLI.he 
was  unique,  _ 
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OLD  COMRADES 


LES  GOLDSMITH.  Australis .  wrl  fa  "The  elder  1 
get  the  oore  I  realize  that  If  only  Britain 
bad  taken  Mo6  ley's  advice, Russia  would  not 
now  he  occupying  half  of  Europe.  Churchill 'a 
(and  Roo3evelt)legacy.Th.e  di  rial  on  af  Eur¬ 
ope. 

LESLIE  GRUNDY .Harrogate,  former  BO  District 
Leader, lluddernfleld,  finds  It  difficult  now 
to  attend  aieetlngs,but"I  shall  always  rem¬ 
ain  loyal  to  the  memory  of  our  great  Lead¬ 
er,  and  am  proud  to  lino  up  alongside  the 
Kr lends  of  O.H.". 

KONALD  CREASY, Suffolk."!  um  with  you  In  spi¬ 
rit"  as  does  hla  daughter. .. 

MRS. AMANDA  DANIEL, Suffolk.  "I  am  sad  to  have 
missed  the  events  in  which  my  father  and 
many  others  shared,  and  I  hope  that  I  will 
be  there  to  carry  on  the  memory  af  O.K.and 
his  message  to  counteract  In  a  small  way 
the  lias  perpetuated  by  those  who  ore  a  till 
frightened  of  him”. 

Dk.PLTSM  PEEL, California,  wishes  he  could  have 
Joined  us  on  Hay  Day, and  sends  "heartfelt 
good  wishes  to  your  publication,  and  all 
ay  good  comrades  of  BUT*'. Perhaps  next  year 
when  he  returns  hone. 

PAT  DID*  EG  Ah.  Kent.  "British  Union  and  Union 
Movement  remain  an  ineradicable  part  of  our 
lives  and  I  sometimes  ponder  just  bow  many 
of  the  lost  legion  of  supporters  of  our  ago 
still  have  some  spark  within  them. I  as  sure 
there  oust  be  many". 

WILLIAM  WOOD , Leeds  , another  veteran  Yorkshire 
Blackahlrt"I  look  forward  to  further  lett¬ 
ers  und  news  of  activities — in  spite  of  old 
age  !". 

MB  SMYTHE,  Herts.  "It  is  really  heartening  to 
read  about  my  old  friends  and  comrades  .even 
the  ones  Z  did  not  know  personally.  The 
idea  and  the  spirit  will  sever  die". 
KBS.RCaK  PRENTICE.  Australia."!  was  thrilled 
to  receive  your  neweletter.  Reading  the 
names  of  some  old  members  really  took  n« 
back  to  the  old  days”. 

JOHN  CHARKLEY, Southport.  "Whet  was  the  power 
of  this  man  Oswald  Mosley  that  could  weld 
together  an  Indissoluble  bond  of  permanent 
committment, not  only  to  an  ldea,but  to  each 
other  In  a  bond  of  comradeship  which  is  In¬ 
dia  true  table  .  Best  wishes  to  all  my  old 
comrades . See  page  3* 

BRITISH  UNION 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 

of  C..".-ire  c-cr. piling  t  BRITIS!; 

ROLL  Or  HfNOHW  of  thane  members 
who  were  killed  in  the  lnnt  bar. Thin 
er. tails  much  research  in  view  of  the 
♦ire  that  hns  row  elapsed,  and  ve 
•r-.uli  appreciate  any  information  on 
•.r.y  of  our  old  c  oc  rid  OS  who  would  bo 
left hie. 


The  MOSLEY  Message 


"VE  count  it  Aii  a  prlrllofte  indeed  to  aenra 
Britain  In  her  great  noaenUi,  and  the  atandard 
v*  ra  la  a,  and  tha  call  va  sake,  la  tha  atandard 
of  aubllae  aacrlf  Ice ,  and  the  call  to  high  and- 
favour.  In  thin  senont  va  ralae  one#  again  tha 
glorloua  aUodarda  of  Britain  to  the  world  ,«ad 
again  proclaim  tha  proud  aotto  of  our  glorloua 
genaratlon  "Wbo  dlea  If  Britain  Uvea". 

Albert  Hall. June  193k .  June1986. 

Albert  Rail  Im  Spirit  with  un 

Jus.  19JA  ..................  June  1986 

•  MOSLEY  COMMEMORATION  DINNER* 
Saturday  November  15th. 19^6 

MAKE  your  early  reservation 


MAY»DAY  BUFFET  SUPPER 


SOME  60  odd  attended  our  MAY-DAY  Buf¬ 
fet  Supper  at  a  London  hotel  last 
month, including  many  old  friends  pre¬ 
sent  for  the  first  time,  and  younger 
guests, attracted  by  the  MOSLEY  story, 
made  up  a  wide  cross  section  of  pub- 
life,  from  small  businessmen  to  medi¬ 
cine  and  the  law.  One  American  guest 
joining  us  had  been  inspired  by  O.M. 
on  his  lecture  tour  of  U.S.  in  1968. 


LADY  MOSLEY 


With  us  again, but  this 
time  at  her  request  as 
"Cm*  .f  the  b.»."  ! 


FRIENDS  of  O.M. 
send  Best  Wishes  to 
LADY  MOSLEY 

on  her  Birthday, June  17th. 

After  a  tribute  of  one  minute  sil¬ 
ence  for  old  comrade  PADDY  DOHIG.who 
died  in  April,  DAM  HARMS TON  spoke  of 
the  need  for  the  social  activities  of 


FRIENDS  of  O.M. as  one  way  of  propog- 
ating  the  ideas  of  O.M.,  and  keeping 
his  name  alive  for  the  benefit  of 
future  generations.lt  was  neccessary 
to  attract  youth, but  even  more  impo¬ 
rtant  was  that  we  draw  'the  best',  a 
quality  that  history  tells  us  is  a 
product  of  ail  ages. 

Words  from  absent  friends  were  giv¬ 
en  by  JOHN  CHRISTIAN. who  reminded  us 
of  the  unforgettable  words  of  O.H. 
'Together  in  Britain  we  have  lit  a 
Flame  that  the  Ages  will  not  exting¬ 
uish'  .  ."Some  of  the 'old  brigade 'have 
retumed"he  said, "to  fulfill  that 
trust  placed  upon  us  by  O.M. long  ago. 
This  is  our  purpose.  This  is  our  ult¬ 
imate  contribution. We  stand  guard  on 
that  Eternal  Flame.  For  MOSLEY;  for 
his  LADY  of  ORSAY;  for  ENGLAND  -  and 
for  ED  HOPE.” 


OBITUARY 


We  sadly  report  the  death  in  April  of 
PADDY  DUHIG.of  Millwall,  one  of  the 
first  to  join  UNION  MOVEMENT  in  19*«8 


on  his  release  from  RAF, seen  here  in 
the  Drum  Corpo  in  the  fifties. 

He  was  u  founder  of  FRIDIDS  of  O.H. 
and  attended  the  first  reunion. Almost 
bed-ridden  for  the  last  two  years, it 
did  not  stop  him  bombarding  his  local 
press  with  O.M. 's  ideas. 

A  former  docker, 58  yr. 
old  Paddy  was  a  popular  y * 
figure  in  dockland, as  he 
was  in  the  street  where 
he  lived , neighbours  lin¬ 
ing  their  doorways  as  he 
left  for  his  last  resting] 
place. 

Several  old  comrades 
delivered  a  wreath  from  FRIENDS  of  O.M 
and  joined  the  cortege  in  a  last 
farewell. 

'So  long'  Paddy,  true  and  faithful 
friend  of  Mosley. 


‘THE  SPIRIT  LIVES’ 


"THE  best  birthday  I've  had  for  years" 
said  the  old  Bethnal  Green  'battler' 
DICKIE  BURWOOD, after  an  80th.  birth¬ 
day  reunion  with  old  comrades  from  BU 
and  UM.who  had  descended  on  him  at 
his  'local',  armed  with  a  FRIENDS  of 
O.M. Birthday  Card  signed  by  old  com¬ 
rades  who  had  not  seen  him  for  twen¬ 
ty  years... and  LADY  MOSLEY 

Seen  here  marching  with  MOSLEY  af¬ 
ter  his  first  street  meeting  after 
the  War, Dickie's  battle-scarred  body 
bears  witness  to  blows  taken  and  giv¬ 
en  in  defence  of  Mosley  and  his  cause 
over  half-s-century,  and  not  least 
when  he  fell  on  O.M.  to  protect  his 
face  after  going  down  under  a  hail  of 
blows  when  arriving  at  a  Dais ton 
meeting  in  1962. 

"I  am  not  as  sprightly  as  1  was" 
said  Dickie. "I  would  give  my  right 
arm  to  be  at  Mosley's  side  today.  He 
was.... TOE  GREATEST". 

So  simple, yet  full  of  feeling  for 
and  understanding  of  the  Man, who  for 
so  many,  for  60  long,  remains  the  shin¬ 
ing  example  of  all  that  is  best  in 
this  life  on  earth. 

Thank  you  for  toe  past, old  warrior. 
For  the  future, we  know. .' the  Spirit 
lives', and  by  your  example, 'the  Rest 
will  Follow'.  Johnny 

an  ■anrient  mrt  gqnrii  i»orft 

THE  launch  of  COMRADE  has  been  gree¬ 
ted  with  enthusiasm. .  ."Comrade  is  an 
excellent  title, it  sums  up  the  imme¬ 
diate  air  of  the  sheet" .from  a  young 
associate. Two  old  comrades  have  how¬ 
ever  expressed  reservations  on  the 
title. This  question  was  aired  in  the 
early  days  of  B.U,and  we  feel  we  can¬ 
not  improve  on  the  words  of  the  wri¬ 
ter  of  some  of  the  early  BU  Marching 
Songs, E.D. RANDALL, and  his  use  of  the 
word  Comrade. 

He  suggested  that  there  vas"not  in 
our  language  another  word  which  more 
fittingly  and  completely  expresses 
the  ideal  of  unity  in  the  service  of 
a  common  cause.  It  is  an  ancient  and 
sacred  word . It  is  true  that  Soc¬ 

ialists  and  Communists  have  caught  up 
this  beautiful  word  and  exploited  it 
to  base  ends  and  applied  it  to  an  ig¬ 
noble  struggle.  But  it  certainly  nev¬ 
er  belonged  to  then... Since  when  has 
the  language  of  our  fathers  been  the 
property  of  the  gutters?.  Since  vnen 
have  they  enjoyed  a  monopoly  over  the 
most  poignant  and  appealing  word  in 
our  tongue?.  Finally,it  is  the 

Leader's  personal  verdict. . that  the 
word 'Comrade 'may  be  used  without  pre¬ 
judice". _ 


NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  FRIENDS  OF 


NO. 3 


SEPTEMBER  1986 


THEIRS  THE  CBEftTER  GLORY 


MOSLEY  MEN 
FIRST  CASUALTIES 

-  AND  THEY  CALLED  THEM  TRAITORS' 


ON  this  forty-seventh  anniversary  of  the  start  of  the  last  War,  we  throw  the 
lie  of  the  century  -  that  M05IET  and  his  supporters  were  potential  traitors  and 
would  have  betrayed  their  Country  given  the  chance  -  back  in  the  faces  of  those 
who  still  wish  to  keep  covered  the  real  truth  of  the  Blackshirts  sacrifice  in 
the  service  of  their  Country.  We  reveal,  that  even  before  the  politicians  of  the 
day  had  clucked  their  pious, hypercritical  way  through  a  day's  debate  following  red 
the  declaration  of  war,  two  young  members  of  BRITISH  UNION  lay  dead, killed  in  seal 
action  in  the  war  they  and  their  comrades  had  fought  tooth  and  nail  to  prevent.  of  t 
The  FIRST  official  casualty  of  the  War,  a  H  OS  LET  Blackshirt ,  followed  by  another 
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red  previous  unjust  internment  -  lie 
scatterred  over  three  continents.  Those 
of  us  who  came  back  searched  in  vain 

oveable 


BRUNSBUTIEL  at  the  mouth  of  KEIL  Canal 


on  the  second 


lhe  b 


no  10 


ween  Elbe  Iightshius  I  and  II  and 


buried  two  days  later  with  full  ml  11- 


onours  at  Cuxhaven  Cemete 


s  friend  George  Brooking  was 


never  _  _ 

on  the  Air  Force  Hemorl al  at  Runny-mode^ 
just  one  cf  the  20547  World  War  2  air¬ 
men  with  no  known  graves. 


e  Northern  seas,  an 


t^^rn  1 1 1  ■  ••■.•■••-•lm-pm 


Two  Vfelllngtona  were  lost  in  the  op¬ 
eration-one  by  A/A  fire,  the  other  shot 
down  by  a  Qerman  fighter  pilot  bel¬ 
ieved  to  be  Pilot  Sergeant  Alfred  Held 
in  a  BF109  operating  ?rac  11  / J 777 ,  Nor-” 
do  Is,  in  what  was  claimed  as  the  first 
Inftwaffe  victory  in  the  War  against 
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THE  DAY  THEY  DIED 


the  RAF. 

Londoner  GBOROE  BROCKINO.and  KEN  DAY 
from  Essex,  were, because  of  their  RAF 
service, non-active  members  of  BRITTS 
ONION, but  associated  freely  with  Suff¬ 
olk  members. One  old  Suffolk  Blackshirt 
remembers  them  as' courageous  and  reli¬ 
able  masbers  and  Brooking '  s  former  Dis¬ 
trict  leader,  an  intimate  friend,  descr¬ 
ibed  him  as  'a  grand  and  splendid  lad, 
fond  of  fun,  with  an  ever  ready  sidle; 
yet  his  frequent  discussions  on  the 
problems  of  the  time,  and  the  BRITISH 
UNION  remedy  for  them,  revealed  an  in¬ 
telligence  far  beyond  the  average.  KEN 
DAT. happy-go-lucky. had  volunteered  foq 
and  been  accepted, by  the  RAF's  Advanced 
Air  Striking  Force  for  operations  in 
France  on  Germany. 

They  would  have  died  a3  they  lived; 
withasndle  on  their  lips,  conscious  of 
the  odds  against  them,  but  fighting  to 
the  end,  an  outlook  on  life  that  as  Mos¬ 
ley's  men  they  would  hove  felt  and  und¬ 
erstood. 


These  two 
of  the 


wtimiA  hAmm-Afan  those 


men  were  the  first 


now  can  s 


In  the  age  old  tradition  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish,  they  did  not  however  'choose  to 
live  and  Eihame  the  land  from  which  we 
sprung', and  while  many  brave  young  men 
died  believing  they  were  fighting  in  a 
just  cause,  it  is  not  to  slight  their 
memory  that  we  say, that  for  the  BRITISH 
UNION  dead,  forced  by  their  patri otl  sa 
Lo  !*ight  and  die  for  an  unworthy  end. 
Theirs  was  a  Greater  Glory. 

Fbr  BBOQCtKQ  and  DAI,  their  early 
death  will  remain  an  example  of  the 
honour  and  purpose  of  those  who  foll¬ 
owed  h6sIEY.  A  symbol  for  future  goner- 
atlona  to  slate  and  reveal  for  poster¬ 
ity  the  further  truths  of  the  IQStET 
story. 

To  those  politicians  of  today,  who 
would  still  go  along,  with  the  closed 
minds  of  their  lying  predecessors;  to 
that  contemporary  establishment  bakod 
in  progressive  liberal  thought;  to  the 
Fleet  Street  hacks  who  would  still  de¬ 
cry  our  story  of  B ROCKING  and  DAT  and 
our  Blackshirt  dendjin  fact, to'  aTl  who 
the  old  values  such  as  honour, duty, and 
patrloti sm  are  anathemea  we  say,  with 
apologies  to  Great  War  aoldler  poet 
Wilfred  Owen  for  some  liberty  with  hia 
'Greater  Love'..... 


Lie.  3aeor.  defame 


Fbr  you 
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still  defan 


2 


COMRADE 


September  1986 


"Little  is  known  of  the  Wellington  raid  on 
ships  at  Brunsbuttel"  Tliq...Rnahcr  luroumd. V'»r._pi tu-lca.riS^ 

r  muuuuuv  H«rMn  Mlddlebrook  and  Chris  Kverltt. 


DAY 


THE 


THEY 

DIED 


nT0  our  Members  my  message  is  plain 
and  clear. Our  country  is  involved  In 
war, Therefore  I  ask  you  to  do  nothing 
to  Injure  our  country  or  to  help  any 
power* Our  members  should  do  what  the 
law  requires  of  them, and  if  they  are 
members  of  any  of  the  Forces  or  Ser¬ 
vices  of  the  Crown,  they  should  obey 
their  orders tand»la  every  particular, 
obey  the  rules  of  their  Service". 


It  i s  doubtful  if  BRITISH  UNION  numbers 
G BORGS  BROOKING  and  KENNETH  DAT  had  seen  MOS¬ 
LEY 'a  Message  by  the  time  they  hauled  then- 
selves  into  No. 9  Squadron's  Wellington  L4275 
just  before  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on 


At  last  -  the  atmosphere  of  a  peace-time  ex¬ 
ercise  is  broken  by  a  succession  of  terse 
Inst  ructions,  and  in  just  over  an  hour  after 
the  first  operating  signal  on  that  afternoon 
of  the  second  day  of  the  War ,6  Wellingtons ,in 
2  flights  of  3,roarod  off  the  Suffolk  bone  to 
boob  2  Battleships, believed  to  be  tht?>  Sdhara- 
horst  and  Gneisensu , at  low  altitude, at  BRUNS— 
BUTTEL  in  the  mouth  of  the  Kell  Canal.  And  sls 
the  Pegasus  XV1 11  engines  vibrated  over  the 
Norfolk  countryside  in  the  slow  climb  for 
altitude,  superstitious  crew  members  might 
have  given  thought  on  the  Squadron  motto, 'PER 
NOCTDi  VALAMIS'. . .  .Throughout  The  Night  We  Ply, 
and  as  they  gave  what  was  for  some  the  last 
look  at  the  land  that  bore  them,  they  might 
have  pondered  its  relationship  to  the  bombing 
of  a  heavily  armed  German  Fleet  at  low  alti¬ 
tude  in  daylight. 

The  Wellingtons  droned  on  and  suddenly , there 
was  land.  Navigation  had  been  good-there  was 
the  Elbe -and  the  German  Fleet, 


By  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 


1 INTO  BATTLE' 

And  Life  In  Colour  nnd  Wnrnth  nnd  Light 
And  »  striving  ever  Bora  Tor  theaa j 
And  ha  la  dead  who  will  not  fight. 

And  who  diea  fighting  hath  lncreaaa. 

The  keatrel, hovering  by  day 

And  the  little  owla  that  coll  by  night, 

Bid  hla  be  awlft  and  keen  ea  they, 

Aa  keen  of  ear.aa  ewlft  of  eight. 

The  blackbird  alnga  to  hln"Brother, brother, 
If  this  bo  the  last  aong  you  alng, 

Sing  well, for  you  nay  not  alng  another, 
Brother, alng". 

And  when  the  burning  Booent  breaks, 

And  all  things  else  are  out  of  mind. 

And  only  Joy  of  Battle  takes 
Him  by  the  throat  and  makes  him  blind, 
Through  joy  and  blindness  ha  ahall  know 
Not  caring  much  to  know, that  atill 
Nor  lead  nor  steal  ahall  reach  him, bo 
That  it  be  not  the  Destined  Will. 

The  thundering  line  of  battle  a  tan  da , 

And  In  the  air  Death  moans  and  alnga; 

But  Day  ahall  clasp  hla  with  strong  hands 
And  night  shall  fold  him  In  soft  wings. 

..Julian  Grenfell. 


At  the  end  of  the  day,  2  Wellingtons  and  10 
crew  had  been  lost  without  a  hit  on  the  tar¬ 
get. The  airgunners  in  their  fixed  single  tur¬ 
rets  were  at  great  disadvantage  against  att¬ 
acking  fighters,  and  it  was  to  be  the  last 
raid  that  the  Mark  X  Wellington  was  used. With¬ 
in  a  few  months, all  3  Group  Squadrons  had  been 
re-equipped  with  Hark  IA  aircraft  with  2 
and  4  gun  power  operating  revolving  turrets, 
giving  an  odge  to  the  defence  against  attack¬ 
ing  fighters. 

Four  days  later, SQUADRON  LEADER  LAMB,  pilot 
of  A  Flight's  sole  surviving  Wellington,  was 
decorated  by  HM  King  George  VI  for  his  part 
in  the  raid.  Two  months  later, he  and  four  of 
hla  crew  at  BRUNSBU'Tl'lX , were  killed  in  a  fly¬ 
ing  accident,  and  were  buried  at  Bonington 
Church  with  full  military  honours. 

We  aalute  all  those  young  men  of  the  Royal 
Air  Force  who  died  on  that  operation. Some  now 
think  that  they  were  unnecessarily  sacrificed 
In  what  was  no  more  than  an  experiment  to  test 
the  German  defences, and  the  RAF's  professional 
capabilities. To  that  extent  it  was  successful 
in  that  low  level  bombing  by  Wellingtons  was 
never  repeated  againat  such  targets. 


September  4th,  1939, at  their  BONINGTON , SUFFOLK 
Royal  Air  Force  station. 

'He  is  dead  who  will  not  fight' 
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'If  this  be  the  last  song  you  sing ' 


First  1a.  flying  at  6,000  feet, FLIGHT  LI  EOT 


their  bombs  at  the  battleship.  -  -  - - 

forced  to  pull 


into  cloud  without  seeing  the  results  owin 


concentration  of  fire,  an  action 


which  brought  them  safely  home  to  base 


_ attacked  by  9  He6serschaltt  1 

fighters  scrambled  out  of  the  Luftwaffe  NORD- 
SQU APRON  LEADER  LAMB  to 
ettlaon  his  bomba, and  by  accident  atraddlln 


a  German  merchantman,  enabling  a  quick  climb 


'And  night  shall  fold  him  in 
soft  wings' 

But  GEORGE  BROOKING  and  KENNETH  DAY,  who  were 


never  to  learn  of  the  disgraceful  treatment  of 
MOSLEY  and  their  BRITISH  UNION  comrades,  will 


ever  hold  a  special  place  in  our  hearts. For  in 
defeat  they  were  victorious , and  in  death  they 
gave  new  life.VictO- ‘  ~  J 


in  self  and  count 


'Deliberately  we  willed  the  birth  of  a  t 


rpgf-'-  a-i'a  i.'.TTTWTgj 


warrior.. and  partly  an  inspired  idea 


And  they  save  new  life  and  new  hope  for  the 


eneratioos  who  are  to  come,  who  will  one  da 


more  in  life  than  the 


dissatisfying  materialism  of  toda 
begin  to  feel  that  there  'are 
than  slothful  ease;  greater  things  than  safet; 
more  terrible  things  than  death '.And  BROOKING 


and  DAY  will  have  shown  the  Va 


For  SHOCKING  and  DAY,  both  Aircraftman  2nd 
Class, and  normally  on  ground  crew  duties,  had 
volunteered  for  flying  dutlea  aa  air  gunners- 
to  be  called  at  short  notice  -  and  a  five  week 
course  qualified  them  to  wear  a  metal,  bullet 
shaped  badge  on  the  arm  of  their  uniform  as  a 
description  of  air  crew.  Soon  was  to  be  the 
moeientof  truth  as  for  the  first  time,  in  their 
lonely  fixed  fling le  gun  turrets  of  the  Wei  1  - 
jpg ton  MklA  they  faced  the  reality  of  fighter 
attack  -  an  experience  which  in  their  short 
training  had  been  considered  not  possible  to 
simulate . 


1  Jh  the  air  Death  moans  &sjpgs  ' 

For  Wellington  lA268,snd  B  ROC  KING  and  DAY'S 
L4275,  there  wan  no  cloud  cover.  Reports  from 
German  sources  suggests  that  one  was  brought 
down  by  A/ A  fire, and  the  other  by  a  fighter. 

Also  Involved  in  the  operation  were  6  Well¬ 
ingtons  from  149  Squadron ,Mildeahaii, only  one 
of  which  claimed  to  have  bombed  the  target. An 
unidentified  Wellington  dropped  two  bombs  on 
the  town  of  Esberg, Denmark, 100  miles  north  of 
BRUNSBUTTEL, killing  two  people. 


RAF  No. 9  SQUADRON  OPERATIONS  REPORT 

All  Aircraft  reached  objective. No. I  Section 
attacked  by  9  German  Fighters  -  one  claimed 
shot  down  by  F/0  Leech. German  merchant  ship 
successfully  bombed  and  set  on  fire  by  Sq/Ldr 
Laab.No4  Section  encountered  heavy  A/A  fire 
but  succeeded  in  bombing  a  Battleship  lying 
in  harbour.  No. 2  and  No. 3  of  No. I  section 
did  not  return  to  base  and  were  reported 
missing.First  Squadron  to  draw  blood. 
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Y.. THE  MAN 


MORE  THAN 
NOSTALGIA 


Striving  to  ever  higher  forms 

HOSIET 1  a  enemies  ensured  that  he  had 
time  to  rend  and  think  during  his  war¬ 
time  Incarceration,  and  ,  typically, he 
made  full  use  of  that  opportunl  ty.TTirae 
thoughts  are  embodied  in  hi  a  "The 
Alternative",  published  In  1947,  and 
his  autobiography,  "Hr  Life*,  pub li shed 
in  1968.lt  is  hhe  latter  pages  of  both 
books  that  are  so  significant  for  the 
future.  In  them  he  expounds  "  a  divine 
creed  which  serves  the  purposes  of  God 
as  they  are  revealed  in  nature's  long 
striving  to  ever  higher  forms".  Those 
who  have  read  Qrvld  Attenborough 1  s "Life 
on  Earth"  and  "The  living  Planet",  or 
watched  the  T.  V.  series  on  which  they 
based,  will  have  some  understanding  of 
the  almost  incredible  process  of  evol¬ 
ution.  It  is  to  this  and  its  purpose 
that  O.M.  draws  our  attention,  and  that 
of  future  generations. 

Those  who  grasp  this  purpose  wel- 


2.1^  ROBERT  SUM>I  RS.  O.B.t. 

reas  along  this  road.  Not  for  them  the 

abject  anti-nuclear  campaign  or  the 

A  short  article  on  OSWALD  HD  S LET  is  al- 

reactionary  attitude  of  "The  Greens" 

most  impossible,  as  there  is  so  much  Id 

and  other  Luddites.  O.M.once  said  that 

be  sold.  Bis  impact  an  all  who  knew  him 

if  you  gave  a  man  a  steamroller  you 

was  tremendous ; he  certainly  changed  my 

assumed  that  he  would  use  it  to  mend 

life  profoundly,  but  that  la  of  no  imp- 
ortance  to  anyone  other  than  myself. 

roads,  not  to  knock  down  houses.  In  the 
same  way  one  assumes  that  nuclear  pow- 

Ona  recalls  him  as  a  leader  of  men; 
as  a  clear- sigh  ted  politician;  as  an 
outstanding  orator.  One  remembers  the 

ttSt 


power  of 

nestings 
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Ha  po 

theories 


_ Is  personality,  both  at  pure 

ngs  an j  at  intimate  gatherings;' 
courage,  both  moral  ana  physical; 
political  proposals;  hia ‘economic 


sm  and  telle?1  in 


JEM 

theories:  his  patriot! - - — i 

the  British  Baplre;  his  advocacy  of 

*arr ope  a  Nation";  his  war  record  an? 
his  great  campaign  for  peace. Op.  could. 


motive  purposes.  The  onl; 

f  doub  t  in 

ones  mind  is  the  suitabili 

Ity  of  those 

in  whose  hands  it  currently  rests.  The 

great  need,  therefore,  is  to  hasten  the 

production  of  enough  of 

MOSLEY  's 

n Thought- Iced  Men"  -of  which  he  was  so 

TSM  Jhaf*iJi~»»H 

or  pea 

write  about  eachand  all  these  aspects 

o*  "ggiyALfiTigsiH'^ir'aim  mi  v/do 

full  justice  to  hia  memory. 

Those  who  knew  him  and  worked  with 
him  will  wish  to  do  all  that  is  within 
their  power  to  ensure  that  history 
does  him  the  justice  that  the  media 
denied  him.  Seldom  has  any  public  fig¬ 
ure  been  subjected  to  character  assass¬ 
ination  on  such  a  scale.  So  there  is 
an  insnense  task  to  put  things  right. 
Fortunately  the  writings  of  Indy  Mosley 
and  Robert  3d  del  sky  have  ensured  that 
a  true  picture  is  available.  Fortunate¬ 
ly,  too,  there  are  emerging, young  ac¬ 
ademic  historians  who  believe  that  his¬ 
tory  should  not  be  distorted  by  polit¬ 
ical  prejudice.  They  believe  that  they 
can  only  be  true  to  their  discipline  if 
they  question  the  authenticity  of  the 
image  of  Mosley  created  by  the  repres¬ 
entatives  of  the  decadent  society  which 
he  so  fearlessly  challenged  -  a  chall¬ 
enge  that  was  such  a  feature  of  the 
history  of  Britain  in  the  1910s. 

Hia  true  significance 

But  we  need  to  do  more  than  indulge 
in  nostalgia.  '*  have  to  do  more  than 
just  recall  the  man  we  knew  and  all  his 
attributes.  We  must  take  aleaf  from  his 
book  and  look  forward  rather  than  back. 
And  i f  we  are  to  look  forward  and  und¬ 
erstand  OSWALD  HOGUCY's  true  signific¬ 
ance  for  future  generations, we  have  to 
turn  to  his  writing?  and  speeches. 


els  The  Man  of  the  Future 


Long  after  memories  of  MO  SILT's  per¬ 
sonality  have  faded,  long  after  his 
political  and  economic  theories  have 
been  supe receded  by  events, his  writings 
will  remain  a  clarion  call. As  the  best 
of  the  human  race  become  to  understand 
the  purpose  of  evolution  they  will  be¬ 
come  inspired  to  equip  themselves  so  as 
to  better"deli'cerateiy  accelerate  evo¬ 
lution"  and  thus  play  a  conscious  port 
in  the  destiny  of  man. 

All  this, to  me, reveals  the  signific¬ 
ance  of  the  OSWALD  MOSLEY  I  knew.  He 
was  never  a  man  of  the  past;  he  is 
still  the  Kan  of  the  Future. 


o.m.ktvu  bob  sjumpas  at »  emow  w/marr 

Confaranca  ta  Ionian  In  l^fc.Farwr  Bob  X* 
•  foraar  BHITISH  UHIOH  District  Laadar  tor 
P°kS£T  VIST,  and  hold*  tha  2nd.Cl.Cart- 
lfteate  Ir.  Election  Law. and  BaiTISH  UNION'S 
Bronza  Distinction  Badge  of  Merit. 


•THE  REST  WILL  FOLLOW  ! 


September  1986 


British  Union 

'roots  in  our  Island 


THE  continuing  Interest  in  the  history, id*»a«, 
structure  and  development  of  fascia*  In  feri- 
taln  In  the  twentieth  century  appears  to  sr.o. 
little  signs  of  dlxlniahlag.  In  the  pant  fa* 
years  alone  there  have  been  aeveral  cajor 
contributions  to  knowledge  on  various  anpecta 
of  the  ooveaent. 

Such  la  t  ha  Introduction  to  'BRITISH  FASCISh* 
»dUed~b7  mWHETH  LUKK  and  HICHAM)  C.tKPKLOV. 
publish*.!  U 1980  by  CBOCH  HELH.but  which  has 
until  now  vacated  ua.  A  collection  of  feurteen 
eaaaya  by  earloua  academic  coatributora.lt 
deals  In  depth  wlth*new  eeldeoce  and  let tr> 
retatlona  of  the  phenoaenoo  of  Brit lab  Fuc» 
iaa  and  aufjfiti  areaa  which  need  further 
research 'contlnuee  1 ta  deacriptlve  Jacket. 

Part  Ii  la  devoted  entlraly  to  the 
lncludea  an  eaaav  by  KOBKRT  SKIttELSKT  In 
which  he  dafanda  hia  view  In  hia  HOSiET 
biography. 

Kenneth  Luna ,  who  wan  Lecturer 
in  Historical  and  Literary  Studies  at  Port- 
mouth,  and  Richard  Tfcuriov,  who  wan  Lectur¬ 
er  in  Economic  and  Social  History  at  the  Un¬ 
iversity  of  Sheffield,  and  have  their  ewa 
essays  in  the  book, have  got  together  an  int¬ 
ereating  and  Important  *ork,and  although  .no* 
five  years  old, it  la  probably  the  latest  oa- 
Jor  published  research  on  thin  ' phenomenon', 
a  point  made  frequently  by  the  essayists. 

Although  It  la  sarly  days, we  are  beginning 
to  eee  the  re  via  ionise  of  the  tKXfLZX  .Move¬ 
ment  of  the  thirties,  as  new  and  younger  schol¬ 
ars  approach  the  subject  with  open  ainda . 
They  are  beginning  to  see  that  BRITISH  UNICfr 
was  a  •phenooenon'  in  that  it  won  a  purely 
British  Ideology, springing  froo  the  roots  of 
our  Island  past,  and  different  in  so  xar.y 
respects  froo  other  fasclaas. 

Its  eurreatlon  that  further  research  is 


required,  like  SilDQ^KT ,  five  years  before, 

w us porta  the  view  of  the  FnltTiDS  of  O.H.  tr«at 

»faat  wa  ara  doing  Ln  thin  flald  La  of  c-cb 
hanortanca  for  U.»  aa'ar  rorlcton  nf  tha 
false  historical  lx  age  of  HQSLfjf  and  the 
thousand*  who  struck  to  hia  cauae  in  tae 
1930'a. 

Priced  at  £l&.95tlt  is  unfortunately  out  of 
print , but  copies  should  be  obtainable  with  a 
diligent  search 


BRITISH  UNION 
Anniversary 


OCTOBEH  ha a  always  bean  of  spaclal  al^clf- 
Icanca  to  thcaa  who  haaa  baan  Ufa -long 
frlenila_of_ffiVAUi_HOS^Y.  ” ~ 

Octobar  1st.  1912.  La  th«  Annlvara 


the  Hovcnant'a  foundation. and  Octobar  *»th. 
1936  aaw  tba  last  lsrxa  BLACXSHIBT  Harch 
bafora  the  OoT.rrmant  laglolnted  to  naha  tha 
weartne  of  political  unlforsa  lllaral.la  an 
attaaetto  atob  the  proxraaa  of  HU1LSY',  Id¬ 
eas.  That  date  also  naa  ia»  alanlflcanca, 
because  of  the  aodla  created 


■yth  of  'the 


battle  of  Cable  Street,  when  the  action  of 
....j,  j  fnlr.  of  But  London  workora 'aljag— 
oily  began  the  downward  path  of  KOSLEY  and 
BSirlLlTcNIOB  auccorT 

•CCHKADE*  la  there  fora  to  publish  a  a  pealal 
next  sooth  xai  »e  weald  welpnse  cantrlbu-.lorj 
—  ;uat  a  fa»  Itr.ea  U  aufMclant — froa  al» 


oil!  lilachahlrta  who  were  prenent  on  tr.at 
hay. or  anythin?  they  feel  they  would  like 
to  aay  about  any  of  the  other  annlaamarlra . 


Friends  of  O.M. 

Commemoration  Dinner 
Sat  15th  November  1986 


SXWpVvvKv?.\'.,.v 


OLD  COMRADES 


The  MOSLEY  Message 


Tiin»rgTEE 


Comrade’ gets  around 


OBITUARY 


Birthday  Greetings 

ARTHUR  BEAVAN ,  Dagenham 


W£  are  overwhelmed  by  the  letters  we  ore  rec¬ 
eiving  since  starting  our  newsletter  in  March 
and  here  we  publish  extracts  from  two  cent  in 
response  to  our  appeal  for  news  of  members  of 
BRITISH  UMIOW  killed  in  the  last  war  for  our 

Roll  of  Honour.  FRED  BAILEY 


District  Leader. WEST 
HAM-and  Parliamentary 
Candidate , UPTON .  ON 
his  86th.  September 
2nd.  Hail  Mosley i. 


Under  your  heading  British  Union  Roll  of 
Honour  you  appeal  for  information  concerning 
SU  members  who  loot  their  lives  during  the  War. 

There  is  one  such  member  named  GEORGE  BROOKER 
who  I  met  during  19**  1  or  2.  I  think  he  came 
from  Exeter  or  thereabouts. When  1  net  him.hav- 
obtained  his  address  from  an  £x« ter  member, ha 
was  working  or  a  farm  after  release  from  Staf¬ 
ford  goal  after  detention  under  Regulation  lSB. 

Parts  of  the  goal  had  been  reopened  to  accom-  _ 

aodate  the  political  prisoners . I  remember  him  be  alive 
telling  me  of  the  daapneaa  and  the  poor  ligh¬ 
ting,  and  as  hs  was  a  studioea  type  and  read 
much  whilst  inside ,hla  sight  had  been  affected.  — 

Be  told  me  that  he  couldn't  tolerate  the  oat-  ® 
racism  levelled  at  him  from  thoee  around  him,  ucnc7  * 
and  he  would  probably  join  the  Army, which  he  never  c“ 
evidently  did  and  was  captured  in  Italy. 1  got  onality'. 
hi  a  address  in  a  German  POV  camp  from  an  Ilf-  Mrr 
ord  member  and  ay  letter  was  acknowledged. Ton  brother  i 
will  remember  however  the  severe  winter  of  1944  District 
when  the  German  armies,  refugees  and  PoWa  Rrr*' 
sarched  westward  under  most  dreadful  condi-  r*ady 
tions.and  from  what  I  learned  after  the  war,  eBt  r 
George  Brooker  was  taken  from  a  cart  by  same 
nuns, but  unfortunately  he  died  in  their  care.  vent  bis 
1  have  wondered  If  he  has  any  known  grave.  time 
Perhaps  the  Cooeonwealth  War  Graves  Coomiss-  or-lyJBir 
ion  can  help.  of  thca 


Jfn  ffiemoriam 


Echoes  through  the  va 


from  JOHN  CHARNLET, Southport 


EROCUNO  G.T  and  DAT  K.O  Clapham 
Branchea  BU  No. 9  RAF  Squadron  , 
Together  over  the  Elbe  on  Septra 
ber  Ath.I979.Tbe  first  Casualties 
and  the  First  Blackshirts.  V« 
shall  never  forget  them. 

HART  Ernest  D. Beckenham.  BU.lfiB, 


WlUii 
Green  Branch 


WAITS  C.F. 'CHARLIE*  BO  District 
Inspector.Westmlnster.  Organiser 
Cab  Trade  Group. (h=p  Leader,  Ascot 
Concentration  Caopf19l,l.  Cm 

Aurust  ?6th.l971.1a  Cornwall. 


In  due  course  CCHRADE  hopes  to  supply  the 
information  on  his  friend  for  JOHN  LINKLEIT 
who  was  District  Treasurer, EAST  HAff,  BU. 


*30  alone  In  all 
history  has  ever  eti 


life  and  honour  of  Britain  and  her  people. 

In  dark  hours  before,  that  spirit  has  been 
c^nMnnalv  victorious.  In  faoe  of  all  evil 


OoM.  are  often  asked 
for  each  issue  of 


I  not  falll 


who  pays 
•COMRADE* 


In  Spirit  with  us 


'Action* 

2nd. September  l1 


Simply  by  old  friends  of  0«M 
who  feel  able  to  do  so, showing 
their  appreciation  by  volunt¬ 
arily  paying  for  print  rum 


EVERETT,  published  bv  BISO*  BOOKS,  1981  la  the  tit- 
le  of  a  veil  produced  A4  dire  book  of  over  ?00 
pages , c ranine d  with  photograph a  1a  blech  end 
white  end  colour.  It  cover  e  vide  eree  of  acti¬ 
vity  of  the  be tween- the  were  years. 

Whet  in  of  particular  interest  to  FBIPJDS  of 
O.Hm.ls  the  'new  treatment'  now  becoming  dlsce- 
m able, regarding  HQSLET  end  BRITISH  1INI0H. There 
in  probably  sore  space  now  being  uned  in  disc¬ 
ussing  the  Hen  end  the  Movement  that  alledgedly 
failed,  then  there  wee  in  the  lent  thirty  years 
of  hia  life, end  cost  certainly  in  regard  to  the 
late  thirties. 

In  'The  Gleaour  Tears'e  whole  chepter'THE  MEW 
POLITICS 1  ,lx  dvvotad  to  HQSLET  and  BRITISH  UWIQH. 
and  opens  with  a  17  *  12  inch  photograph  of  the 
May  lav  Kerch  from  Wes  te inn  ter  to  tV?raond.i»y  1a 
1936.  Two  other  large  photographs  of  the  seme 
double-page  size .feature  the  thousands  at  the 
finale  of  the  Kerch  in  Slipper  Place,  and  of 
MOSLEY 'a  first  BUT  seating  in  Tra fairer  Square 
in  1932.  A  number  of  other  photographs  are  also 
uned,  and  old  Hlackahirta  oay  aee  for  the  first 
time  s  picture  of  O.H  in  tie  and  tails  la  • 
feature  of  'The  Blackshirt  Dinner ,  193** '  1 

The  text, by  Suaaane  Everett .who  13  the  wife  of 
military  historian  JOKH  KEUGAH.  U  of  her  own 
particular  style  and  interpretation  of  what  la 
fairly  recent  history.  We  would  not  agree  with 
all  her  deduct  lane, but  will  not  adversely  criti¬ 
cize. 

Excellently  produced,  and  although  not  cheap. 


ONE  of  the  object,  of  FSI3*DS  of  P.H.U  to  trace 
thoee,  who,  for  verioue  reeaona.here  lost  touch 
with  old  comredea , and  perhepa  bring  eooe  comf¬ 
ort  to  thoaa  who  are  alone, by  the  jnibliahiag 
of  'COtRADE' . 

But  aometimea,  we  brlnr  aoce  coefert  In  usex- 


1T  la  with  sorrow  we  report  the  death  on  August 
17th. of  BU  and  UM  member  Mr.E.C.EVPiS.of  UPH- 
INSTEH. formerly  of  South  London,  and  send  our 
deepest  sympathy  to  Hr a. Evens  in  her  grievous 
loss. 

EDDIE  EVENS. 73. joined  BU  in  1935  after  the 
purchase  of  'The  Blackshirt'  which  used  the 
large  photograph  showing  Blackshirts  saluting 
King  Georg.  Vth.and  Queen  Mary  as  they  drove 
past  the* Black  House'  NHQ  in  Chelsea  onoae  of 
their  Jubilee  Drives  during  the  Silver  Jubilee 
Celebrations. 

His  services  to  both  BU  and  UM  were  often 
unseen,  hut  those  familiar  with  his  aany  tal¬ 
ents  called  on  him  on  innumerable  occasions 
for  the  use  of  hia  services .which  were  always 
given  with  his  own  quiet  enthusiasm. 

A  pharmacist, he  was  until  recently, a  Council 
Member  of  The  Phmrmaceutlcal  Society  of  Gt. 
Britain  for  a  number  of  years. 

Farewell  old  friend.  We  shall  alas  you 


Vc  have  on  our  circulation  list,.  number  who. 
though  never  aeebera  of  BO,  or  UN,  are  known  to 
have  been  good  friends  of  0.h7,  and  our  last 
iaxue, which  featured  the  .tore  «f  CHARLIE  WATTS, 
case  into  tha  hands  of  tha  aacrvtary  efene  aueh 
recipient. 

She  wm  vn.rVN  the  second  of  Charlie’s  t 
daughtera.and,  '  probably  the  ^la*.  .! 

She  resesberm  well  the  day  of  '"if* 

hia  arrest  in  19*»0  when  she  was  a  ■  J 

saall  girl,  but  ahe  did  not  really  I 
get  to  know  hia  until  later  life*  ^ 
and  therefore  slased  much  ^ia  ^ 
in  her  maturing  years.  « 

She  has  now  learned  such  about 
her  father  ahe  did  not  know,  and 
been  in  touch  with  ««e  of  his  old  ” 

coarades.  I 

She  knows  now  that  her  father  [ 
holds  a  very  epeclal  place  in  the  * -arts  ol 
those  of  ua  who  are  left,  and  who  were  privil¬ 
eged  to  be  counted  an  hia  friend  and  coorade. 
Welcome-  Charlie's  'Little  Girl*. 


■N 
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THE 

VICTORY 
THAT  NEVERI 
WAS 
_ page  21 


Harinx  dine ora rad tfca  ax- 


»  a? ■  l,ma  -  + 


0  to  a  ne%« 


niri'XL1:1  x'.tt 


■irjTr'rrTirTETT 


b««a  wnttin  In 


tlon  for  thin  « racial 


adltion,  wa  ara  ua 


«a«Qted  In  that 


Mosley 

protest 

date 

marked 

A  VICTORY  against  fat* 
aim  50  yean  axo  is  to  be 
celebrated  in  Newcastle 
And  Gaordlei  who 
remember  the  day  that 
marked  the  fall  of  Sir  Oawaid 
Moalry  and  hu  British  Union 
of  FaaeisU  will  top  lh«  bill.  , 
Han*  thousands  of  protra- 
ten  blocked  Mosley  •  march 
through  Cable  Slrtn  in  a 
Jeuisn  area  of  East  London  1 
on  Or  to  bar  4  IBM 

Mow  Tyneside  and  District 
Aatt-F aacist  Association  is 
haidinj  an  anniversary 
party,  an  Saturday  October  4. 
at  Moartidr  School.  Beacons- 
field  Sum 

"We  hope  any  Ceordies 
who  were  there  on  that  day 
or  remosiber  the  reaction  to 
it  on  Tyneside  will  come 
alone  and  lilt  about  what 
they  saw."  said  a  spokesman 
foe  TDAFA 

•When  Motlev  and  bis 
thugs  were  forced  to  velrent 
it  was  the  turning  point  fnr 
Fascism  in  Britain  It  lost  all 
support 

“But  now  the  threat  of 
racism  has  come  hack  to 
T ynr side,  so  we  want  lu  I 
remind  people  they  can  fight 
against  it."  he  said 

As  wall  aa  speakers  from 
(he  Mo  fib tail  and  London, 
there  will  be  music  poetry 
and  a  play  about  the  Cable 
Street  march 
The  event  starta  at  I  pa 
Admitstoo  u  C2  (waged j  nr  *1 
t  unwaged  i 


Truth  about  the 
Blackshirt  March 


I  SEE  Mint  your  local  "»nli- 
I'ikiiu  arc  to  celebrate  the 
50th  anniversary  of what  they 
claim  to  have  been  a  "vic¬ 
tory"  over  Str  Oswald  Motley 
and  hit  Blackshirt-,  when 
"thousands  of  protesters 
blocked"  the  streets  around 
Cable  Street.  East  London, 
an  event  which  they  claim 
was  the  "turning  point"  (or 
Mosley's  movement,  marking 
its  fall  and  loss  of  all  support 

In  Ihc  interest  or  accuracy  1 
write  to  correct  the  attempt 
of  .he  contemporary  estremr 
lell  to  portray  a  Communist 
created  myth  into  a  histori¬ 
cal  truth,  n  manouevre  in 
which  they  are  traditionally 
prone. 

It  is  certainly  true  that  for 
weeks  before  this  "battle  of 
Cable  Street,'  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  and  its  allies, 
had  agitated  to  prevent  the 
lllackstitrt  march  through 
East  London,  organised  lu 
celebrate  the  fourth 
anniversary  of  the  Mosley 
Movement 

It  wus  to  take  in  four  street 
meetings  addressed  by  Mos¬ 
ley  in  areas  which  had  shown 
some  degree  of  support  for 
his  ideas. 

On  the  day  thousands  of 
protesters  were  brought  to 
London  from  all  over  Ihc 
British  Isles  by  the  Commu 
nlsls,  who  spent  the  a  f 
ternoon  erecting  barricade- 
and  fighting  the  police  in 
streets  nalf-a  mile  away  from 
the  beginning  uf  the  march, 
apart  from  ganging  up  on  any 
Inne  Blarkshirts  they  could 
find  and  beating  them  up 

In  view  of  this  surrounding 
violence,  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Metropolitan  police. 
Sir  Philip  Came,  banned  the 
march  and  informed  Mosley 
it  would  have  to  take  place 
westwards  —  in  the  opposite 
direction,  Mosley,  law  abid 
mg  lo  a  fault,  obeyed  the 
instruct  ion 

A  question  asked ,  ai  the 
time  nf  who  paid  ihe  vast 
amount  of  money  lo  transport 
these  thousands  nf  "protest 
ers  mans  of  Itiem  unem 
ployed  without  the  financial 
benefit*  of  today,  has  neser 
been  answered 

It  was  of  course  portrayed 
as  a  great  '  rising  nf  East  Lon 
dun  w  orkers  against  Mosley  " 
lines  one  assume  iherefun 
that  Ihe  Gcordie*  who  were 
there  on  that  das  were  one 
mail)  East  Londoners  wtic 
later  moved  *  i  Newcastle 
anil  became  accepted 
Gcordics* 


*•&  *-  3*  If  \  .  #  , 
'  v  : 


October  4,  1936:  Police  march  away  arrested  men  from  barricades  in 
Cable  Street.  Stepney. 


|Ao  used  EVENING  CHRONICLE.  Tuesday.  September  23.  1386 


The  truth  of  the  matter  Is 
however,  that  thr  invasion  of 
traditionally  patriotic  work¬ 
ing  class  East  London  by  the 
Bed  mobs  achieve  the 
opposite  of  what  they  claim, 
for  it  proved  to  be  a  catalyst 
creating  massive  support  for 
the  Blackshirts 

Two  weeks  later  thousands 
of  East  Londoners  rallyed  to 
Mostrv  at  enthusiastic  mass 
street  meetings  unadvert- 
ised  and  railed  al  a  lew- 
hours  notice,  without  a  sign 
ot  "protesters"  present  on 
the  day  they  "stopped"  Mu¬ 
les 

Six  months  later,  in  March 
iyjT.  Blackshirt  candidates 
polled  nearly  KJ  |icr  rent  nf 
Ihe  v-otes  in  Ihe  Let:  elec 
lion*  in  the  very  boroughs 
where  Mosley  was  to  have 
had  his  march,  amt  which 
had  allegedly  "risen  against 
him  " 

Even  ihc  Communist  Daily 
v'  .mcr  had  to  admit  it  a  dis¬ 


turbing  feature,"  and  the 
Manchester  Guardian  re¬ 
ported  It  as  "a  suprising 
indication  of  strength."  and 
The  Observer  "the  sue  of  the 
vole  was  a  surprise  "  That  is 
fact . . .  not  myth. 

Audience 

And  three  years  later,  only 
six  weeks  before  outbreak  of 
war.  Mosley  addressed  30  000 
people  at  Earls  Court  Exhi¬ 
bition  Hall  In  what  was 
described  as  Ihc  largest 
audience  ever  to  attend  an 
indoor  meeting  anywhere  in 
the  world,  persuading 
Cassandra  of  the  Daily  Mir¬ 
ror  to  suggest  it  a  consider¬ 
able  achievement"  and  that 
"there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
adherants  . . .  arc  increas¬ 
ing/' 

Emails,  and  nearer  the 
tiuth.  is  Ihe  view  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  lelt  Journalist  of  the  day  . 
Ilanncn  Swafler  Writing  in 
Wurld's  Press  News  in  IW3 
untter  the  heading  of  Saved 


by  the  War."  he  admitted  that 
it  was  "left  to  the  war  and 
18b"  (imprisonment  without 
charge  or  trial!"  to  deal 
effectively  with  Mosley  and 
his  Movement."  concluding 
"Yes.  but  for  the  war  we 
might  have  been  a  Fascist 
country." 

So  whatever  else  the  latter 
day  ! elites  of  Tyneside  and 
District  Anti  fascist  Associ¬ 
ation  are  celebrating  on 
October  4.  the  “victor*  oscr 
Mosley  half-a-ceniurcy  ago  is 
a  "non  event " 

Tcrhaps  the*  should  cele¬ 
brate  the  deaths  of  innumer 
able  numbers  of  Mosley's 
Blarkshirts  whose  bones  lie 
scattered  over  three  conti¬ 
nents  righting  for  their 
country  in  the  war  they  had 
tried  to  prevent,  while  many 
of  their  ••anli-ii'cist' 
opponents  had  tried  to  sabot 
gge  the  war  effort  wnen 
Stalin  was  son  the  German 
side  and  only  discovered 
I  heir  loyalty  ra  Britain  when 
their  Soviet  fatherland  be¬ 
came  endangered  JOHN 
CHRISTIAN. 
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munTwi 


wh«»R 


Shall  Not 


PHQSTITOTXH3  that  preat  phrase  of  the  fYench  armleo  before  Vordun  In  1916  “ 


tat ion, mobilised a  mob, armed 


n.  Imparted  from  all  over  Britain  and  inclni 


a  nucleon 


with  every  conceivable  aort  of  w«n 


range  tern,  to  tatum  and  block  the  narrow  Cable  Street  and  areas  around  the 


F1"  W 


of  BRITISH  UK  ION  'a  Fourth  Anniversary  March  ui>  October  th .  1 9  , P*  r»  uading  a 

back  the  lawbreakers .and  direct  the  March  wwatwnrdn 
a  the  rob. and  the  streets  where  HOSLEY  wao  to  aiwak.and  where  it  had  been  shown  be  had 


itr  Philip  Game, made  the  dtclaloolndi 


.  It  la  very  unlikely  that  the  Canal** loner. 


ent  of  a  Government  directive.  A  total  surrender  of  the  hard  won  freedom  of  assembly  and  free 


*H£  A  ROSS  LIKE  A  PH50NIX '  Gf  to.  «ob*.  organi... 

Homing  Star  Ob  Oc  to  be 

•*»  1*»U  Blockahirt  trl-  to  .t«  *.  tU*'  *  br„eh  „f  th. 

tie  Daily  Mirror*,  c.ptiaa  to  this  picture  of  ,-rr-mr.r,,.„< 

TCXXZ  HggA.V.ttocit.'l  by  tlniob  .««  arrlvlms  r?0'v--r.il:r:-  hl', 

at  the  Baaoshiy  point  with  .  .soil  jroup  of 

BLacjcnhirtn .  T*r  •rott  -*-<!.-]<  th. 

*  aevort*:  a  hot  of  th.  Ujht  troujat  cha.nt  fin*  lain  that  a.-a  goi 
froa  :iaeo*  .oii«n-*a  as  th#/  o.v  Two/,  «x-  g«st*6  hiatory"  na  pu 
=  nii*«i*  imijht  chuploo  of  th.  N.rjr,  lay-out  .  fres  Auot-ral-1.. 

circle  of  hio  itucktn  h. fore  balag  iownai  2BIT ISS  CSICM  cane 

froa  behind  with  e  barbel  wire  wrapped  chair  in  tne  interrat  of  On 
log.  triel  of  ita  seaborn, i 

JOHM  CHAHMUlf  write.*!  arrived  an  th.  fight  rrevont.and  which  hen 
etert.d.I  *aw  Toaay  go  down  and  appeared  bad-  e:ro7ed,ita  Inability 
ljr  injured. To  ay  aaoroaont,  be  arooe  like  a  bv  onoo7  boobing  at  hi 
pho.alx, blood  pouring  froa. head  MmJ.go.wl  force  overeeao. 
re-entered  th.  froy. putting  «nj  aor.  oppon-  g^.  ±ts  place  j 
eo t-fi  to  the  ground'*  ■  ■  —  a.  —  ■ 

October  4th. 1936  will  one  day  be  recalled  in 


legend. But  it  is  of  TOMMY  MORAN, not  the  comm¬ 


unist  mob, that  will  be  the  song  thats  sun 


According  to  Pst  Devine,  then  Lancashire  District  Co— unlit  Psrtj  snd  one  of  the  sob's  organ¬ 
isers,  writing  in  the  Homing  Sur,'»  million  lssflets  were  issued, hundreds  of  posters  printed, 
snd  hundredweights  of  chslk  were  used  to  point  London  whits'. Be  did  not  section  the  costs  -  inc¬ 
luding  th*  transporting  of  his  sobs  tars  to  London,  end  the  'expenses '  for  the  unemployed, but  they 
were  certsinly  beyond  the  internal  fineness  of  the  Co— ur.lst  Psrty. 

The  question  that  was  asked  of  'who  paid*  le  on*  that  is  unlikely  ever  to  be  answered  In  tbs 
absence  of  a  30  year  rule  for  release  of  govern— nt  papers  in  th*  Kremlin. 

7b#  Daily  Worker  at  th#  ti—  hailed  It  as  a  victory  for'fhat  London  workers who  had  'spontan¬ 
eously  risan  against  Mosley 1  ,and  ha  a  sought  to  perpetuate  the  myth  that  it  marked  the  end  of 
support  for  Mos  lay  and  British  Union ,  a  view  which  Is  not  is  accord  with  th#  his  tort  cal  facts,  but 
which  has  been  so  recorded  by  those  who  control  th#  channels  of  co— nr  1  cation.  The  union  of  — b 
and  money. 

That  a  blanks  t  censorship  in  press  and  radio  of  British  Union  activity  existed  in  the  A  Inal 
years  of  the  Movement's  history  Is  now  admitted, and  it  is  therefore  not  surprising  that  for  a 
number  of  years  after  the  war , studies  of  th#  period  by  the  new  generations,  even  those  starting 
from  a  neutral  base , drew  the  conclusion  of  British  Union's  decline  when  faced  with  this  lack  of 
reportage  In  the  files  of  the  national  prams  and  other  sources  of  information. 

It  is  only  la  recent  years  that  the  newer  academics .Profeeaor  Robert  Skideleky  and  otter*  have 
penetrated  this  barrier  of  disinformation  with  meticulous  study  of  Government  papers  and  other 
sources  of  information. They  have  given  an  alternative  view  on  the  'battle  of  Cable  Street,  and 
it#  relevance  to  the  history  of  British  Union, 

A  hissed  informant, but  on*  whom  In  the  clrcu— tancea  must  be  noted, is  communist  Lou  telth,  one 
of  the  oob'a  organiser*, who  it  could  be  amid  has'let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag*.  According  to  the 
Homing  Star  Ob  October  6  th.  last ,  he 'reminded  people  that  much  of  the  organisation  was  done  by  the 
Stepney  branch  of  the  Co— uniat  Party'  and ‘that  contrary  to  general  opinion  th*  mesa  turnqit_had 
not  b«^r.  s-ccntar.eoufl ' .  Another  to  Siberia;  Sorry  Lou; we  have  overlooked  the  better  tinea. Its 
now  a  psychiatric  hospital. 

Far  from  narking  the  end  of  BRITISH  UNION, October  frth.  1956**8 tood  out  in  the  nlnda  of  thoeo 
fine  laia  that  are  gone, and  those  that  atill  remain. no  one  of  the  greatest  days  lx  the  Move¬ 
ment 'a  history"  aa  put  by  former  Lie* house  District  Leader  AiGhUn  MAS3M  in  an  Anniversary  mes¬ 
sage  from  Aua trails. 

23ITISS  CHIC#  cane  to  an  end  at  the  topmost  peak  of  lta  eight  years  of  struggle  and  sec ri  flee 
in  tne  interest  of  the  aurvival  of  the  British  people, by  the  inpriacnoent  without  charge  or 
trial  of  ita  aeobera.and  the  outlawing  of  lta  normal  legal  activity.  In  a  war  which  it  tried  to 
prevent, and  which  has  reduced  our  country  to  a  n hedow  of  1  to  former  Influence , its  heritage  de¬ 
stroyed  , lta  inability  to  defend  i tnelf UNION  new  lta  Kant  London  aupportera  decimated 
by  eneay  bombing  at  hotne,and  the  wuprewe  sacrifice  of  many  of  lta  Sant  London  bora  1  n  the  arraeJ 
force*  oversewn. 

But  its  place  in  history  is  assured.  Its  spirit  will  never  die. 


back  f roe  frontal  fight. even  with  odda 


.And  atill  they  run1 


■lice.  And  (below 


_ irecedent  for  their  political  helm  of  today  in  their  aurr 

eoder  to  the  mobs  at  Randnworth ,  Bristol, Hr!  vton.Tovteth.and  Broadwater  Estate 


of  more  than  a  hundred  to  one 


THE ‘VICTORY*  THAT  NEVER  WAS.... 


nnuwrn 


IllJ  'TTI 


j]E2EEI9P( 


did, the  police  withdrew  the  ban, and  the  great 
march  began, followed  by  some  of  the  most  ex¬ 
traordinary  sights  ever  seen  In  East  London. 

Along  the  three  ndle  rente, boys, young  men, 
old  men,  grandmothers,  welcomed  )f)Sl%T with 


'GOOD  OLD  MDS: 


ic  doors,  the  windows,  and 


lemonstral 


'THE!  TRIED  TO  STOP  US  "said  MDSLET  at  LLme- 


AIN  BELONGS  TO  US  BHITONS  -  AND  WE  ARE  GOING 
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.enraged  the  real 
Eastenders  and  they 

took 

MOSLEY 
TO  THEIR 
HEARTS 


COMRADE 


REDS  •VICTORY' MARCH  FIASCO 

On  Sunday  October  11th,  the  conununlsta  and  their  allies  held  a  ' victory '  march 


through  Eaat  London,  which  turned  into  a  fiasco.  Led  by  police  through  the  back 


streets .they  nevertheless  had  to  cross  main  thoroughfares  where  they  were  met 


by  the  real  East  Londoners ,  whose  roars  of  derision  and  mocking  laughter  drowned 


the  discordant  blare  of  the  Reds  bands,  and  the  resounding  shouts  for  MOSLEY 


from  thousands  of  lips  mocked  their  pathetic  attempts  to  sing  the  International 


as  they  shuffled  off  to  a  quick  dispersal. There  was  no  violence. They  were 


Laughed  off  the  streets  in  good  old  British  way, and  East  London  was  reclaimed 


for  the  British.  They  had  inlated  mob  law  against  the 


and  had  sparked  off  a  great  surge  of  support  for  MOSLEY  and  his  Blackshirts 


throughout  East  London. 


POLICE  REPORT  CONFIRMS  MOSLEY  SUPPORT 


THIS  report,  filed  a  month  after  the  events  of  October 
4th  1956,  and  jn  view  at  the  Public  :ie:ord  Office, leaves 
no  doubt  of  the  true  picture  of  the  support  far  MDSIET 
in  East  Inndon  before  the  war.  It  confirms  to  the  hilt 
what  w»  lr.  BRITISH  7X1  ON  have  at  way.  known,  ird  what  i 
stated  in  this  issue  TTOOH?.AIE '  ■  The  nasi  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  people  never  knew  because  they  were  never  told.  It 
was  just  not  reoorted. Tho se  who  controlled  press  and 
radio  effected  a  censorship  on  3HITI3H  UNION  more  c^/ere 
titan  Government  control  in  times  of  war. 

Going  to  those  lengths  to  defeat  a  man  and  a  movement, 
should  persuade  any  reasonable  person  to  pursue  the 
whole  areuof  falsehood  that  was  built  up  against  MOSTET 
and  BRITISH  PXIOS.  Honest  men  might  quite  easily  can- 
clude  that, perhaps,  HOSLKI  WAS  RIGHT 


Special  Branch  Report  MEPOL  2/3043: 

Tbe  general  cry.. .that  the 'entire  oooulation  of  bast  London  had 


risen  against  Mosley  and  had  declared  that  he  and  hie  followers 


»  —  'M*  1*^ 

-V  $  ,  'P 

•  .  V*» 


i  4 

fy  e  *•; 

-  *  m\ 


front  presented  bv  the  workers  of  2ast  Landon.  This  statement  Is , 


however, far  from  reflecting  accurately  the  3tate  o 


There  i a  abundant  evidence  that  the  .-an cist  movement  has  been 


round  in  man 


strong  su 


l< .  B  H  W ;  -j'l 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  unruly  element  in  the  crowd 


largely  Communist-ins  Tired . A  number  of  well-known  active 


in ta  where  actual  disorder  occ- 


While  attempts  by  the  Communist  Party  to  raise  enthusiasm  over 


the' Fascist  defeat’ were  com 


week  following  the  banning  of  their  march  conducted  the  most 


successful  aeries  of  meetings  since  the  beginning  of  the  movement. 


In  Stepney, Shoreditch,  Bethnal  Green, Stoke  Newington, and  Limehouae, 


crowds  estimated  at  several  thousands  of 


12,000)  assembled  and  accorded  the  speakers  an  enthusiastic  re¬ 


ception:  opposition  was  either  non-existent  or  negli 


disorder  took  place. On  11  October, Sir  0. Mosley  addressed  a  meeting 


of  12,000  at  Victoria  Park  Square,  and  was  enthusing tica 


roceaaionto  Salmon 


Lane. Lunehouae. wi thout  o 


in  addressed  a  meeting  at  Aske  Street.Shoreditch,  whore  he  rec- 


Cheering  crowd  at  Iimehouse 


ition  has  been  displayed  at  meetings  held 

In  contrast , much  oppoe 

by  the  Communist  movement's  speakers.  On  several  occasions  meet- 

of  the  Young  Communist  League  have  been  accorded  an  anta 


bodies  have  been  abandoned  owing  to  lack  of  su 


has  manifested  Itself 


out  the  districts  mentioned  since  the  events  of  4th 


October. ..It  is  reliablv  reported  that  the  London  membership  has 


increased  by  2,000. 


Waiting  for  Moslem 


(A  week  later  came  the  moment  of  truth. 
Through  the  backstreets  of  East  Lon¬ 
don  the  rumour  spread  like  a  forest 
fire  that  MOSLEY  had  said  that  within 
a  fortnight  he  would  march  at  the  head 
of  his  Blackshirts  through  East  Lond¬ 
on,  and  the  press  had  described  the  ten¬ 
sion  and  excitement  as  the  late  aut¬ 
umn  nights  brought  the  first  hint  of 
winter. 


And  in  the  second  week  after  his  so-called 
defeat,  they  turned  out  in  their  thousands  to 
support  HDalET,  and  to  take  part  in  one  of 
the  greatns  Blackshirt  demonstrations  seen. 
Rallied  by  word  of  mouth,  MDSIET 1  tumed-up 1  in 
Victoria  Park  Square, Bethnal  Greon,  and  spoke 
to  a  cheering  crowd  packed  from  end  to  end  , 
and  after.ards  led  a  march  to  Salmon  Lane, 
Iimehouse, where  he  again  was  heard  by  a  orowd 
of  many  thousands,  with  very  few  uniformed 
Blackshirts  present. 

The  march  had  been  banned,  but  when  MDSIET 
said  he  was  going  to  walk  to  Iimehouse ,  and 
most  likely  the  crowd  would  follow,  as  they 


THE  DECUHE-  THAT  NEVER  WAS 

"After  their'defeat '  of  October  4th  19%t  and  the  subsequent  Public  Order  Act,  aimed 
at  MOSLEY  making  the  wearing  of  the  Blackshirt  lllegalj  M05IEY  and  his  movement 

lost  all  Support  and  went  Into  decline  ".Standard  puroUlki  utterance  of  the  press  pundits  and  motivated  'hi  atari  ana'. 


i-im*  i  *rT7r-  i  nr>  *  rami 


— —— 


ct  polltioal  uniforms 


ie  battle  o: 


May  'inior  M ay  im?  March  from  Ussmoisetc 

/_  :V:.-ia  jut  Gmer.  wh-re  ■teller  avoir  to  « 

crowd  of  Mny  thousands-  It  was  the  first  organised  march 
Since  the  banning  of  the  'Blackshirt ’  sod  the  largest  held 
by  British  Onion. Mosley  Is  seen  saluting  the  local  people 
at  the  start  of  the  march  which  was  held  through  the  ares 

•  In  19^6. 


where  the  residents  had  'risen  against  him 


British  Union's  ith.Annlreri 
nondsey  with  a  turn-out  flfi 


than  «gr  previous 


culmination  of  Inc  roonU.-l 


V&thin  3  weeks,  MOSIEY's  voice  was  silenced. He  and  hl3  comrades  jailed. Britain  was  to  gain  an 


t  say. . "But  who  has  won 
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'One  of  the  greatest  day: 
the  Movement's  history' 


OLD  BLACKSHIRTS  REMEMBER 

Oaorvv  Dunlop  «nd  I  shared  the  running  of 
UHEBOuSE  Brmch, which  wan  in  Eaalun  Street, 
vrltgv  ARTHUR  HA.DX  fro*  Australia.  A  large 
room  over  stables, near  Salmon  ! ana,  one  of  the 
streets  where  HO  SLOT  was  to  apeak. 

ate  were  rather  a  new  branch,  but  had  made 
more  progress  In  a  short  tine  than  any  other, 
and  were  reeonalble  for  'holding  the  pitch', 
an  exercise  which  went  on  for  seven  days 
before  October  4th.  <As  had  Qsorge,  Duke  Pile, 
and  aany  other  'odd  speakers'  who  got  up  and 
got  going  every  tine  the  ftods  approached  to 
try  and  take  over.  By  the  end,  sons  speakers 
were  reading  their  speech  from  the  back  of 
bus  tickets!.  A  great  number  of  our  neater s 
were  unalloyed  and  Lived  in  our  large  room 
for  a  week, so  we  had  the  numbers  together  at 
night,  wring  to  and  from  pitch  and  head¬ 
quarters  to  bold  off  the  oppodtian  when  they 
raided  in  the  late  hours.  It  was  tough  at 
times,  but  we  won. 

3unday  was  a  tense  day, and 
led  by  gDDI  B-CWS  who  had 
slept  in  sty  bed  In  daytime  for 
a  week, several  hundred  wediers  f 
and  supporters  made  their  way 
to  Stepney  Oreen  underground 
for  Royal  Hint  Street, aid  as  we 
left  the  tube,  the  firs*,  out  were 
attacked  by  hundreds  of  Reds 
wielding  clubs  with  barb-wire 
attached.  Several  of  our  lads 
including  TOHHT  HD HAS, caught 


COMRADE 


where,  and  as  we  lined  up,  along  the  ranks  came 
the  head-bandaged, bloody, smiling  TOHHT  HD RAX 
who  I  knew  slightly  from  the  Rortti,  and  with 
him,  out  of  uniform, Bethnal  Qr»en' a  Blackshirt 
coalnan'BATTT' BIUDS'. who  made  aom  Jok»  on 
Tbevay'a  appearance. 

After  the  leader's  inspection,  the  march 
westwards,  and  the  dimaissal.many of  us  made 
our  way  to  HHQ  in  Qt.  !ted  th  Street  where  HOS- 
LET  appeared  at  an  upstairs  window. 

'"M  never  surrendcr*he  said.  *We  shall  trl- 
umnh  over  the  old  parties  of  corruption  be¬ 
cause  our  faith  is  greater  than  their  falb,, 
our  will  stronger  than  their  will, and  wi  thin 
us  Is  the  flame  that  shall  light  thla  count¬ 
ry  and  shall  later  light  tills  world*. 


INVESTIGATIVE  JOURNALISM  ? 


It  was  no  surprise  to  am  that  TOeigy,  as  I 
learned  later,  had  downed  so  many  opponents, 
both  before  vd  after  his  injury,  ids  skill  and 
courage  in  such  out-numbered  battlea-tha  nor-, 
mal  chosen  practice  of  our  courageous  Asd 
opposi  tion— was  legendry.  Hr  wss  in  f set  very 
light  an  his  feet  Tor  his  weight,  and  It  was  a 
picture  to  see  him  walk  into  a  crowd  of  att¬ 
ackers,  as  if  marching  ai  parade, with  swinging 
anu;ezceot  that  each  time  his  arm  teemed  to 
come  up  a  little  higher,  reaching  shoulder 
height  without  effort,  and  each  time  a  body 
would  fly  away  with  great  force.  He  would  go 
through  then  Ilka  a  knife,  then  turn  around 
and  repeat  the  performance. 

Ih.Vie  t.niicrVi  Vin-fc  front.  1  p  Tnmmv  • 


'the  tough  but  gentle  lornmy ’ 

In  later  years  I  grew  to  know  Toemvy  well 
and  I  feel  he  was  one  of  those  earliest 
Blackshirts  v*> cat  whole  health  suf  ferred  per- 
‘-intly  by  the  later  war-time  iaprl  lament,  and 
those  that  knew  him  will  always  remember  the 
toug:  but  gentle  Tomy  with  deep  affection. 


PA?  O'DaBEQAS. former  SHDHEOITCH  Blackshirt  , 


JOBS  CHARHIET.  former  BULL  Mstrlct  LaoHer 
takes  up  the  rtory^ 

There  never  was  a  Battle  of  Cable  3treet, 
unless  it  was  the  adld  effort  of  the  police 
to  prevent  the  erection  of  barriers  on  the 
route  of  our  proposed  march.  Peter  Vhlttam  and 
I  had  taken  two  parties  of  Blackshirts  from 
Hull  and  Ieeds  travelling  overnight  In  one  of 
Bedford  trucks  we  nlck-noacd  'agony  wagons'. 
Vhen  we  arrived,  a  street  fight  was  already  In 
progress.  (See  page  2) 

'We  won  the  scrimage' 

mp  won  that  scnienage  and  eventually  mad* 
our  way  to  the  main  assembly  point.  It  has 
always  surprised  me  that  In  the  heat  of 
battle  fear  la  seldom  experienced, but  the  ex¬ 
ample  and  sheer  guts  of  TOHHT  HD  RAX  on  that 
occasion  is  an  event  which  never  loses  its 
clarity.  He  was  a  great  fighter,  and  on  such 
occasions  was  a  source  of  inspiration. 


er  who  still  marches  in 


Ff ED  SHEPHERD,  a  young  Blackshirt  Cadet 
recalls 'aalplng  SttPflEtllTCH  Branch  'hold  the 
pitch'  at  ASKS  STHEST, where  the  leader  was 

to  speak . l4w»n  the  news  came  through 

th  at  the  March  »rd  meeting  had  been  banned,we 
had  an  laprarotu  march  to  Victoria  Park 
^uare, Bethnal  Green,  another  speaking  point, 
where  there  was  a  large  crowd. Blackshirt  dis¬ 
cipline  ensured  that  the  crowd  ultimately 
dispersed  in  good  order,  although  feelings 

FHfcD  B  Al  Ui.:,  though  only  a  achoolboy,  recalls 
heialng  Bethnal  3rvvn  slack shi rig 'hoi  (  tlie 

pitch 'at  k^AlXBOW. . I  had  noped 

to  see  my  fither  (former  Labour  party  stolwart 
turned  to  Mosley  Jack  Bailey  )proudly  marching 
to  the  meeting  with  the  Blackshirt  column. 

Driving  in  Cable  3trvet  recently  with  my  15 
yr  old  grandson, he  casually  told  me  that  he 
had  learned  all  about 'it'at  school. Asked  to 
explain  himself  he  said  that  it  was  here 
that  the  workers  of  East  Iondon  defeated 
Mosley  and  his  Blackshirts.  Hare  it  was  that 
East  Londoners  massed  in  their  thousands  to 
stop  Mosley  and  his  Blackshirts. 

I  said  1  would  tell  him  the  true  story  and 
I  told  his  of  the  left  wing  rabble  and  li^- 
orted  thugs, and  the  police  banning  ofs  legal 
march,  and  Mosley's  adherence  to  the  law.  And 
bow  between  them,  what  they  had  achelved  was 
to  stop  English  men  and  women  marching  In 
their  own  xtreeta. 

The  sane  men  who  20  years  earlier  had  been 
marching  through  the  fields  of  Flanders, with 
every  medal  of  distinction  won  for  bravery, 
and  the  sane  younger  nen  who  three  years  later 
were  to  fight  and  die  In  another  war,  which 
they  had  tried  to  prevent.  I 


Fbr  the  17 

yr  old  J0HXXT  CHHIsnAX, 

,it 

ruully 

w*a  h'bnyi 

i  *■  of  hrs', tor  It  wo*  r 

UI 

fir.l 

Blackshirt  rsrch,  and  the  first  time  he  had 
seen  his  leader.  ........ .........be  writes: 

I  had  been  In  lor. don  only  six  weeka,hsvlng 
spent  the  previous  three  yearo  as  a  lane 
semi -active  Blackshirt  in  a  Mali  Lancashire 
village.  I  had  Joined  the  BUB  at  14... said  I 
was  16.'. 

On  the  day- to  Tower  Kill  by  underground  , 
with  a  group  of  my  new  comrades  from  Clspht 
Branch, we  landed  a  coach  packed  with  reds 
bound  ibr  the  same  destination. Mich  abuse  and 
fighting  talk  but  they  would  not  take  us  on- 
p robot ly  because  they  only  outnumbered  us  by 
about  three  to  ona. 

■>>  arrival  there  were  Blackshirts  every¬ 


mgjUjUlgyBUlilj 
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Then  ‘discovers’ 
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Christian’s  soldiers 
march  onward  —  into 
fascist  history 

By  Klin  Fletcher  Home  Affair*  Correspondent 


•41  XT  «M4M|b,  41  4  ItfMdlf 
t  IhmInm  •••  a  IjioJiM  I»ni4.  IuM 
I  ifiiNdm  *4  WtiiisW  liAOVR 
I  nic  I*  lUMf  I  laris  lo«4l  » 

III  OtMiltl  Uetkl.  41*4  •* 
ulMlr  Lit  MMltsM.  ilw«r  ****** 
I.IWIIf.  PbNU. 

thbf  DIMM#!  4llU41Ci.  It  4* 
'  iWcf  «iM*M  fMWvUufll 

1  mw4  |«  ittriaar,  h  ite  Uotu 

.  tMwl  n*M  IM  Ifcc  islnitldf  *4 
I  Ike  trwanla  ml  IKwaU  Mu»t<  i 
*  T  1*4  Mf|4StUiMMi  (IlJAMM  It  lut 

'  ah  imtvasinc  iur lubriih'i*. 

<i«  »(m|e  Ik#  else  liMio«  uas*a»U  i  *f 
!  mom  ml*  •  C  l.-ei.s#  **l*44  4Ultll 
I  W l.liul  XlctaU* p  in  Ikr  Mo**  .i«*1 
XfUlMIM  s J  |W  liltiuh  IJMMfl  nl 
|  I  AMItfl 

tts4f  nlMcn  *  ft  v*  i*o  nitwniiM 

thr  mivitie*  4  Uuni  cf »•«»•» 
sm  BtUjhi  totirac  l lie  KirfMlt  *4 
•  RMMM  '.!•  »  •  »  I  ••  >«-vl  Mil 
ihOCJjl  in  llw:  lUdM*.  Milk  lhi:if 
•kilnNi  rwtlitl  m  l hr  |i4*i  4ii*l 
ilniir  iiuiin  jimIhIUm  In  nine 
ftw  liulmmi  |kmr«  «4  ll#if 
mwamrnl  m  Hoc  II  Ws 

Siutie  nurnkn  strll  own 
uniforms  banned  under  thr 
I* i*l*l tc  Orilcr  Ad  «t  193d. 
ilnnifh  it  ib  Hklfaty  l  her  MM 
Mfdf  I  In-in  m|»ci  i  they  mat  lu 
4 > tnO  embarrassing  tin:  hufel 

Out  cin  4  ni(hl  when 
IiwRIi  fHiiv*  their  memorises 
•if  Ihr  l'J3us.  i it  pMiphlrltinM. 
tallying.  kicking  CMNimnnlt 
iml  liraling  Jew*.  Ihry  esprit 
lu  rchr4rw  the  anihciii*  ibcy 

uu«  In  their  ynulh 

Huiorunft  lirlieve  the  Wlhh 
Union  ol  Fltt'iiU  haJ  at  itniny 
at  10.000  iMMwrt  »i 

the  hnchi  ol  it*  popuUrny. 
Mmky  niniiclf,  whm  h»»  |».iiiy 
*vj>  proscribed  In  IIHO,  dunned 
500.000  were  cIum;  tu|ipo«irr». 

Forty  sU  vc®*'  blcr  a  tuur 
pace  new*  slice •  keeps  old 
Black  shirts  ill  much 
'Comrade*',  which  kindles 
mrttiurics  uf  Ihc  Mosley 
movement  in  ill*  1930*.  is 
rthied  and  lirccJv  wntlcn.  it 
ftfemt.  hy  "John  ChristiM** 

"John  ChriftiUin"  is  John 
NVarbur ton,  i  iml  relirnd 
Sooth  London  jounuliftl  wlw> 
i  plaint  that  lie  would  raiher 
mil  t»e  quu.Td  under  In*  real 
name  for  lr sr  o I  ble  ni«h» 
t*honr  calls 

"The  Fr tends  of  Oswald 
\ftislry  are  politically  non 
active, M  says  WitliarlMa/ 
Christian  '  Tliey  are  wwrr  nr 
less  an  old  comrades* 
ntflculum  Mhich  »  incrravinc 
quite  !»ftt  as  ultl  Blaiksfum 
Mho  ha»«  disappeared  Irom 
ii«hl  alt  over  Ikr  world  »«  the 
Iasi  30  years  arc  maim* 
csnlarf 

"The  ufesu.tafM.il  Has  more 
*sf  Its*  1w*  allied  nkjeiU  —  tv 
grt  Did  mrtnkrrx  inenkrr  in  a 
form  ol  sm  nld  comrades 
atuauiMHi  and  ID  4v  %vnw 
trwMDriffl  "-Here  we  ran  He 
hrhm  Ikal  Ike  bitiim  of  Ike 
aU  days  is  a  tdtle  »n  ** 

■  With  tkrsr  ends  id  awd. 

I  ohituancft  Dl  old  memlirrs 
,  (in«  fudiof  anre dc4o  abmd  *he 
I  #ld  days,  are  lrw|  m«nr<inl 
oia4  Ikr  potnoln  natnrr  ml  »ke 
|  Blackshirts  empkaused— ikal. 
i  far  Iran  hn*f  poirnlml 
1 1  ail ui  t.  many  •— «*»4  ami  «krJ 
lur  hnt«m  Aimm<  Ike 
I  War 

Warhuftwh.  wkn  sav*  1  **r 
wtmuhiD  aw*  ka»  “bmid 
k  ii  ml  led*  Hunlm,  aN«*  dnes 
k«x  Ini  In  Ilk  kf**«l«  y  inuf- 
i  rketdrtc  A  !■«(  kit*  r  fi  **m* 
I'.kn  Chfnlian  to  a  fO|*t  *“ 
V»  wcastv  grids  lu  l»  f*i ?«•  Iks 


nwniidl  Itrkl  IKS  that  ik 
lyh  Halllc  «l  f  qkke  inwl" 
imIhu  4  ttiaskblnrl  pr(M«  i*xa 
m  I**i4.n'«  I  jJ  I  nil  •••  pm 
tsm  4'|M|  Hiai  •  a  rW  dnim  4 

lU»tc|‘>  thlUllMI 

Waftnuiiw,  nlm  imimmI  I  ha 
|;!w.  Lihirt*  m  I VII  smJ  i«4d 
it*,  u*  he  was  I mv  iron  uhle* 
11mm  htft  14  years  itmrmkrft 
the  days  ml  nunkrt,  Mtlnfi 
and  ifcMhahiigfMW  whk  |»»4g 

The  UmUidri  wr««  «sl 

i|4iuU  ikr  Js  M»  wld  ike  Jews 
**r  re  afamsl  Mann,  Ur  orpm 

\s*t  oil  Ike  **f(44llutlMR'l 

imuiU'i  or*  ol  I»i4»m4  a#r 
Ikr  |«MN|rti,  mat  IVaiUlUh. 
ai  luvUcUr  gUml  iO,  ikw»r'*s 
tiuiM  Ikr  l*4H  »W»  Vlmi.  y 
mode  »H*  Uhl  atlcDpti  l«  mnr 
tosftist  lustnurs  is  Hnf4M 

niuitvii  l*w»ws  lur  lavi*4« 
iamr  memkeis  mi)  Si  ill 
h-*f  l.»*ur.  ik  ••/(anisatiwh  n  Mil 
iwsm!  'auk  mm  Its  try  Uw 
anti  laSllsl  i  aiH|*JigOrrs  ul 
fnslai 

Ikr  Jlmlnilr  Mwitiwmi  ts 
tk>l,  atlbMwfffi  it  ia  4%  **«  II  is  k 
ivfttfMi  alnml  it*  odlM*ianla* 
all*  i  in  pi «  Ii*  irwrllc  history. 
Afgirt  I5nf»  (.aide,  uf  ike  anl* 
lav  n!  itucjiinr,  Sviftltiicht 
Ho  u*n  Ike  threat  loday 
(limine  Irvm  parties  t«ke  if*** 
•N'aiMMial  Final,  the  tlrilish 
Naiiuntd  Parly  and  il*e  llrtfish 

Mum- mini  Nitiii-  uf  ikm  Hum 


*yran  lo  UM  *oy  rkrimai 
omUt'.m*  kw<  dl  hate  nalraf 
men  ami  n*  Ikrw  lattw*m 
’  VUulr  ik<)  were  inna  ID  to 
res*  i  tol dr  the  (tartars  44*1 
iwmijik  rose  attKkl*'  says 

(iahic  "  Kdw  ikty'it  eat 

•MUfeitt#  k>  ISSC  * 

tie  estimates  that  tkr  fasrisi 
|(M*f4  armand  IvxUa  tm  Ctoaan 
a*  amt  at  INW  fnlWrvs. 
LmvI*  UwmwI  l*>  Ikr  Btottdj 
*  i wv*  |*e4 1 »  » HHwva  drnnmua 
4tw-(a  mol  toml 

IV*  kgu  w«n  m4  that 


drstakilisalnm  and  nilk  M 
maws  NwmHknJ  lU  ft  Las*  M 
•itMOt*'  w  «lv  «  •  on  k..  J  Ml 


1940 

Ascot  Concentration 
Camp 


OLD  COMRADES 


THE  SPIRIT  LIVES 


October/November  1986 


OOMRADE 


our  Charlie. "GET  OH  WITH  IT: "..'ad  r.r‘  on 
vitft  it  we  did. The  toon t  disappeared  and 
the  prunes .custard  and  plea  followed  one 
another  In  quick  succession. 

'with  our  tin-cans  held  high 


l3KI3TTCt  DAT  is  condensed  f ran  the  par¬ 
sons!  of  the  late  CHAHLIT  WATTS, 

leader  at  Ascot. 

THE  LEAIKR’S  BIRTH  DAT  fro*  a  report  by 
HI  LL,  a  young  Hendon  Black  ahlrt  wtie| 
contracted  T?  and  died  shortly  after  hi* 


we  toasted  our  Leader 


The  tea  case  around,  and  with  our  tin- 
cans  held  hi  gh  we  toasted  our  Lender.  As 
the  cans  were  raised, a  rustle  of  curtains 
turned  our  gaze  towards  the  stage,  and 
a  portrait  of  the  Leader  case  Into  view, 
drawn  with  life-like  clarity  on  a  black¬ 
out  board,  with  n  cut-out  of  the  Flash  & 
Circle  below, Ho  picture, sketch  or  photo¬ 
graph  has  ever  brought  forth  a  more  spon¬ 
taneous  burst  of  cheering  than  that  which 
echoed  and  re-echoed  throughout  tho 
building  that  night. 

'that  well  known  iaw  and 


ARMISTICE  DAT 


and  the 

LEADER'S  BIRTHDAY 


AH  Armistice  Day  parade  of  Service  and 
Ex-Service  men  was  arranged  by  JOHN  VTHH , 
an  officer  and  Pilot  of  the  19lt/ld  war. 
Nurabcrn  of  men  had  sent  home  for  their 
medal  ribbons, and  when  It  took  place, the 
utter  stupidity  of  l8S  was  made  more 
apparent  than  ever. 

More  than  one  third  of  the  Brit- 


h  population  of  Aacot  were  on  the 
•rade.  They  included  Adairals. 


As  tha  cheering  rose  and  fell  we  could 
aee  those  affected  by  the  staple  sincerity 
of  it  all  gmrlcg  at  that  board  as  though 
through  a  alat.  Those  not  present  can 
possibly  understand  the  emotions  with 
which  those  230  throats  roared  out  their 
innermost  feelinga.lt  was  as  if  months  of 
confinement  and  petty  persecution  had 


tains,  Souadron-Leaders  and  man 


ag 3  QCCSDCl  vrll*s*ln  support  of  'C0H3AIE' 
and  the  objectives  of  the  'Mends'-*  11  v- 
lng  memory  of  our  (Teat  Leader  and  hi  a  Ins¬ 
piring  message*.  JHIS  was  one  of  the  very 
young  IBB  detainees, and  was  arrested  while 
serving  in  the  -toyal  Artillery  shortly  after 
returning  from  BJmlIM,  ce  lebrating  his  21st 
birthday  in  PEZL  Concentration  Camp,  1,0. K. 

JOHB  MTHBAT, London,  on  seeing  00HRALK  for  the 


.junior  officers  and  N.C.O's,  both 
of  this  war  and  the  last.  The  rib¬ 


bons  were  a  sight  and  included  a 


There  were  numbers  of 


pent  up  and  damned  our  spirit  until  it 
could  be  held  no  longer,  and  that  alacle 


191^/15  Stars,  many with,  the  Mons 


portrait  was  the  signal  to  give  voice  t" 
that  spiritual  allowance  which  those  of 


Rosette.  At  least  two  Long  Service 


first  time.  "I  Joined  BUT  In  April  1953,  at 
Treat  Teorge  3treet,when  NHQ  was  housed  on 
on  one  floor  (the  second, I  believe j  the 
floor  below  occupied  by  Federation  of 'Women 
liberals).  There  was  a  concerted  Press  boy¬ 
cott  at  the  time  which  was  only  broken  with 
our  first  march  through  Central  London  a 
month  cr  two  later! to  Lie  strains  of  1  Terr¬ 
itorial  trigy  band,  wearing  our  uni  fern,  and 
claying  a  very  limited  repertoire  of 
aarcses,  Che  only  one  I  can  recall  being 
'The  iaren  d  the  Vagabonds '  frost  the  aamio- 
si'The  Vagabond  King', about  the  Phenes  poet 
Fbancois  Villon; needless  to  say  we  very 
soon  tad  our  own  words  to  this  tune:  'Sons 
of  British  Sail. ....')  That  was  the  day  on 
which  I  first  heard  QM  speak  and  from  that 
moment  I  was  his  aanCage  15).  Be  was  unique. 
There  was  none  like  hlaT 
John  "urray  later  joined  the  French.  For¬ 
eign  lagion  and  served  with  the  FT** 

French  In  Africa  during  the  war. 


Medals, and  last  but  by  no  meant* 
least, grand  old  ' POP ' WILLIAMS  from 


the  old  parties  can  never  know  .We  .saw  no 
lifeless  portrait, but  a  living  tiling  be- 


Gillingham, Ken t , who  was  a  proud  man 


coming  more  animated  and  vibrant  wit 


lng  and  stamping  of  feet  broke  around  ua 
and  that  plain  wooden  chair  at  the  head  of 
the  tabla;  how  it  aymboliaed  the  wish  of 


his  birthday  always  a  special 


In  the  hall  would  reaiond  in  our  minds 


Five  days  later  it  was  the  J-th. birthday 
of  our  Leader.  This  called  for  a  really 
special  cele'craticr.. 

To  us  .his  birthday  always  had  a  special 
significance, tnd  because  he  was  not  with 
us  to  celebrate  in  the  cccvential  manner, 
it  r.ad«  us  *11  tr.e  sore  determined  not  to 
forget,  in  the  midst  cf  our  own  petty 
troubles,  what  the  l&th.has  meant, and  will 
mean  to  '*5  Blackshirts ,  -ihc  3ec  in  him  the 
symbol  of  a  rising  generation. And  a  HAH.' 


and  become  filled, an  tne  portrait  was 
filled, with  the  aplrit  of  the  evcningqtul 
hold  the  man  who  can  invoke  in  us  such 


enthusiasm.  We  ouw  that  well  known  jaw  and 


fighting  fiatrwe  caught  the  glint  of  firs 


in  the  eyes,  and  above  the  ciaouur 


seemed  to  hear  that  deap-throat»d"Brother 
Blackshirts" . herald  the  opening  of  a 


fighting  noeech.and  the  chcerln 


The  portrait  became  a  lifeless 


awuy , 

sketch  once  more,  yet  as  our  thoughts 
harked  back  to  those  not  with  us, our  own 
troubles  seemed  to  melt  into  insignific¬ 
ance  and  another  burst  of  cheering  rent 


Proud  to  be  Blackshirts 


M3S.0.WAL3H  oaa  UMur,  Essex,  ■ .  former  LIME- 
Bbfliz.30.  (as  iu  Her  mother  who  died  in 
1575, age  101)  who  Joined  two  weeks  before 
Oct.  4th.  19J6,  as  a  non-active  mamtoer^ut  the 
effects  of  that  dgy,  made  me  a  very  active 
member*,  if  raw  the  red  aob*roll  marbles 
under  horses  feet,  staff  broken  glass  up 
their  noses*.  3m  had  expected  to  aee  it  re¬ 
ported  la  the  press,  “Instead,  I  sow  I  had 
been  mistaken.lt  was  3JQTISB  3*103  members 
and  surcarters  responsible  far  these  acts, 
frir  me  the  years  that  followed  were  the 


meeting  place  of  all  the  Blackshirts  in 


the  air;we  glanced  again  at  the  portrait 
of  our  Leader,  and  the  fighting  jaw  came 
out  a  little  further  and  the  nasal ve  flat 


aeeaied  more  tightly  clenched.  The  room, 
the  tables  and  those  cn  either  aide  of  us 
ewaa  round  and  around  as  we  thought  Of 
what  othere  were  auffering  because  they 


The  surroundings, ar.d  even  the  food  it¬ 
self  van  of  secondary  importance.  We  met 
together-we  Blackshirts (whose  shirts  were 
indeed  black  in  more  senses  than  one). We 
met  simply  to  2IJtB<Hi3. 

And  so,  at  7.0  clock  in  the  evening  of 
the  16th. we  filed  in  and  filled  the  five 
long  tables.  Ho  class  consciousness  here, 
for  company  directors  net  with  errand 
hoys,  and  .'.'atiorval  Inspectors  sat  beside 
members , and  one  could  feel  the  unity  and 
companionship,  an  we  Jostled  each  other 
in  good-natured  raillery. 

There  was  no  democratic  procedure  of  an 
opening  speech.  We  saw  WATTS  place  a  few 
hefty  bongs  or.  the  ttmpti:  part  of  tne 
table  with  a  murderous  loosing  piece  of 
fencing,  tf*  saw  with  dismay, the  tin  cans 
Jump, and  oar  pieces  of  toast  slither  ar¬ 
ound  tne  plates.  "GastlaaM-w«  will  any 
grace".  A  h-sh  of  expectancy , for  we  knew 


believe  in  a  cause 


3ln  itlemoriam 


Echoes  through  the  vn 


BAILEY  Dennis 


HHIT1SH  UNION  Cadet,  .Clsphan 
.  _  '6, adopted  son  of  W.H.Symes  ,  B.U. 

N/lnspector.In  October  1938  from  eccldent 
with  3 1st.  A.  A. Coy.  R.K. during  Cseeh  crisis. 

PODS  C.v.  ‘Bin  '  .  South  Croydon  BRITISH  UNI0H 

sad  Sydsnhsa  UNION  HOVBOJCr.At  Sldmouth.OcV 
ober  12  th.  198** 

OOWINO  Horses ■  Derby  BRITISH  UNION. In  Noveaber 
I9A9  at  aga  or  30  from  TB  contracted  during 
detention  st  Milton  Jail  t  Ascot  Concentra¬ 
tion  Camp.Ck)  rslssss  founder  of  Seas  of  St. 
Ceorge  in  Derby  maintaining  high  patriotic 
principles  of  British  Union. 

WHITE  Lieutenant  Albert  Edward , HNVR , and  Lelc- 
aatar  UR i TLLH  UNIClf, killed  la  ac  1 1 os  RN  traw- 
lsr"Northern  Rover"  5th. November, 1939. 


Friends  of  O.M. 

Commemoration  Dinnei 
Sat  15th  November  1986 


“Ireetlrtgj  to  all  old  5  lack  shirts  on  Annivers¬ 
ary  of  British  'talon  Foundation, October  1st. 
1952  Ftiends  of  O.N. . 


Published  for 


intian,  10: 


.ourt.Pownai:  Road . London , E.O 


early  1986  and  some  were  made  avail 
able  for  Immediate  public  Inspection 


accelerated  opening  of  papers  alrea. 
held  at  the  Public  Record  Office" 


Cant.B.D.S.DCaOVi 


occasions  rejected  the  Home  Office 
assertion  when  informed  of  the  number 
of  cases  involved. and  agreed  that  the 
implications  were  "most  disturbing". 


iousands 


tea,  that  tMi  masa  'disappearance' 


died  within  a  few  years  from  disease 


Return 


?one_to_the_?ublicRecordflCfficei 
"We  have  no  further  1C3  files 
our  possession. excluding  the  odd  < 
that  might  trickle  through" 


years  without  charge  or  trial  in  Bri 
tlsh  prisons  and  concentration  camps 


NO.  5 


MARCH  1987 


NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  FRIENDS  OF 


HOME  OFFICE -  POLITICAL  SKULDUGGERY  file3 ,  the^Hoae  Office  Departmental 


ESCAPED  THE  NEC 


THOSE  THA': 


Investigation  at  the  FRO  reveals  that 
at  the  cost  there  are  about  100  'closes' 
files  relating  to  183, among  which  the™  are 
unlikely  to  be  more  than  ah  odd  detainees  x 
file. 

A  spokesman  at  the  PRO  hss.on  three 


ier, which  include  5  ox~ 
members,  were  little  known  or  un¬ 
known  figures  in  the  Movement,  and 
there  la  Just  one  woman.  So  all 
the  women  imprisoned  in  Holloway 
are  also  'lost'. 

'Lost ' are  all  the  files  of  those 
who  were  'household'  names  in  the 
Movement, and  those  in  public  life 
and  in  the  Services.  The  Area  Org¬ 
anisers,  lie  District  Inspectors, and 
District  Leaders, speakers, and  many 
Parliamentary  Candidates. 

How  did  the  18  —  ‘survivors  of  the 


So  what  is  the  Hone  Office  playin: 
at  ?  Where  are  the  several  hundred 


files  ?  Do  they  still  exist  or  have 


they  been  destroyed  ? 


S5CEST  documents  covering  the  bulk  of  MOSLEY  *5  supporters 
who  sufferred  wartime  detention  under  the  Infamous  Defence 
Regulation  l8Bt  98  per  cent  of  the  total  interned  and  nev¬ 
er  charged  with  any  offence,  are  unlikely  ever  to  be  avail¬ 
able  for  viewing  at  the  Public  Record  Office.  For  an  amaz- 
ing  and  most  disturbing  reason. 


ALL  THEIR  SECRET  FILES 
MISSING"  i 


WELL  OVER  700 


HAVE  "GONE 


This  unprecedented  situation .uncovered  by  investigations 
over  the  last  few  weeks  into  what  was  initially  thought  to 


be  administrative  dela: 


by  the  Government  and  the  Security  Services 


*30  year  rule' 


blic  Record  Act  o 


JOHN  CHRISTIAN 


IptL iJ 

®  L  o 

members  arrested  and  Incarcerated  for 


a  large  number  of  them  ex  -  service 


men  of  the  first  war.  and  youn 


Although  it  was  pointed  out  that  we 


3 _ 

files  in 

the 

odd  one 

Are  we  to  believe  that  some  secret  dec¬ 
ision  has  been  made  to  contravene  an  Aat 
of  Parliament  for  'ser.sative' political  rea¬ 
sons  on  natters  going  back  to  19^0  ? 

It  is  true  that  the  evidence  in  the  few 
files  that  have  been  released  is  not  tc the 
liking  of  the  Establishment,  and  other 
areas  of  historical  MOSLEY  antagonisn.lt 
is  also  true  that  the  evidence  generally 
proves  to  the  hilt  that  the  internment  of 
hi3  supporters,  and  he  himself, was  for  one 
reason  only.  "Control  was  exercised  over 
them", as  it  was  put,  so  that  their  voioe 
be  silenced,  so  adequately ’exposed  in  the 
released  file  of  CHARLIE  WATTS 

So  what  la  so  sensitive  In  those  files  than 


Could  it  be  that  it  was  believed  that 


I  dKrl-r  •  1  HiLLj 


■Within  th*  convunti an*  of  tho  Union  in  it«  wst  Na tl an*ll a tl o  aspoota, WATTS  can  b«  con  aid#  rad 


*1,  but  hi  a  unsvonrlnc  daaotio  n  to  tha  Union  and  hi  a  apgaran  t  povar  of  attracting  othar 


jwiopl*  to  ahara  his  riawa,»*Jcaa  it  difficult  to  auppoaa  that  his  ralaa*a,arun  on  condition* 


d  ba  da  raid  of  ris*  to  our  notion*!  sacurlty  and  I  fttl  that  tha  ordar  for  da  tanti  on  ant 


FI  la  H0/i</c*702  Cef.'datta.  labile  ?ta«ord  Of flea 


'rWll*nt  Kaller' 


Y»  ^ 


2 
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'.grsi 


nrri-iT 


■-r-,t.-rK^7T7gr.w=T 


m/tvl  n- ■■M-I'i ■!■(»:  fTV» 


TT»  ^•••yi^f^-iTT^T-OTTTr' 


tr.«t 


of  a  libel  iietlon  ai 


lag  back  In  the  same  medium". the  BBC  wag 
forced  to  lift  the  ban  with  the  screening 
of  a  panorama  prograpmc  demoted  to  hia 


I ‘Missing  Files 


frcK  the  'confessions'  of  Anthony  Elnnt 


ore  look  Into  this  area 


ret  fllaa ' 7 

In  19^0.  AHTHOKT  BLUNT.  member  in  the 
1930’a  of  the  predominately  communist  and 
hoeteosexual  so-called  cultural  elitists, 
the  Apoa ties, was  set  up  in  MI5  -  how  and 
why  has  never  been  satisfactorily  told, one 
of  his  duties  being  the  surveillance  of 
selected  suspects , which  included  HOSIST 
and  his  BRITISH  UNION. 


At  the  saxe  tine,  free  their  PO  Box 
at  Blenheis  Palace.  HI5'a  FDi vision. head 


Mitchell. who  is  said  to  have  advised 
CHURCHILL  to  detain  the  Mosley's  in  19**0« 


was  another  suspect  in  the  internal  in¬ 
vestigations  to  find  the  top  'mole', after 
KGB  defector  ANATOLY  GOLITSIN  claimed 


iestem  intelligence  agencies  were  ridd¬ 
led  with  long-tera  Soviet  penetration 
agents. 

Mitchell, who  retired  prematurely  during 
the  investigations  in  1963,  has, as  we  go 
to  press , been  caned  as  the  real  "fifth" 
can  by  spies  writer  NIGEL  WEST  in  a  new 
booic* 

that  la  known  to  be  fact. la  that 


Holder  of  Stalin's  Order  of  the  Bed 
Banner,  she  was  married  to  a  KCB  agent, 
and  was  the  former  lcveraf  top  Soviet 
master-spy  RICHARD  SORGS  when  both 
were  in  Shanghai  in  the  early  1930's, 
and  where  Hollis  at  that  time  was 
working  for  the  British  American  To¬ 
bacco  Company. 

Heme  Office  •moles' 


st  the  Intelligence 


pT-r¥T'v.,ai 


Was  this  the  time  of  the  'lost' 


were  uncovere 


Or  do  they  still  exist  ? 


Nothing  short  of  a  too-level  en- 


to  the  loss  o 


ret  files,  and  of  Soviet  penetration 


of  the  Home  Office  Is  now  essential. 


It  must  be  top  Government  priori 


MOSLEY’S  UNCHANGING 
1918  -  MESSAGE  -  1987 


SBB 


m^^tj-isiM-i-Kasn 


i  n 


HDOSUQ.  The  State  to  initiate  a  vast 
prograaae  of  slam  clearance  and  to 
carry  otrt  a  large  part  of  the  work 
Itself 


MOSLEY-A  TV  FIRST?! 


IN  the  long  running  ban  on  SIR 
OSWALD  M0S1ET  from  all  forms  of 
mass  communication, it  is  an  Inter¬ 
esting  fact  that  he  was.  In  all 

frobabllity,  the  first  politician 
o  be  seen  on  television. 


It  was  in 


then  In  the  Labour 


Sir  Oswald  Mosley  In  the  studio  st  Covsnt 
Garden  with  John  Logie  Baird(right)ln  1930 


Party,  that  he  took  part  In  an  experiment 
at  JOHN  LOGIE  BAlHD's  workshop  and  stud¬ 
io  in  Coveot  Garden. 

Standing  in  front  of  BAlRD's  camera, ha 
answered  question  from  nn  audience  gath¬ 
ered  at  the  nearby  COLISEUM  in  St.Mnrtlna 
Lane, the  sound  and  vision  coning  through 
television  acts  placed  on  the  stage  of 
the  theatre.  Once  again,  H  OS  LET,  always 
ahead  of  his  tine,  had  recognised  the 
worth  of  this  new  invention,  and  used  it 
to  put  over  his  policy. 

It  was  to  be  another  years  before  he 
was  seen  a 


than  nine  million 


March  1^87 


UUnftAUt 


M 
O 
S 
L 

E  _ 

YooXHE  MAN 


3  by  RONALD  CREASY 


1H  the  hlatory  of  Mankind, each  period 
in  narked  by  the  eaerftence  of  great 
■an  dlntlnctlTe  for  clarity  of  mind 
and  action;  noma  greater  than  othera 
but  each  born  to  play  thalr  part  in 
sustaining  the  program?  Ire  balance 
essential  to  the  wellbeing  of  clvll- 
lsatlon.  Such  quality  la  the  revelat- 
lon  against  Inferior  men  speciously 
and  selfishly  deployed  agalnat  the 
Interests  of  the  people. 


Iroqt. re Tea  Ling. undaunted.  Hie  words 


aea ter  of  the  aodern  cause  vhlcd  he  ce 


the  creative  adventure  o 


In  his  advanced  predictions  the  genocidal 
ear  of  1939  brought  the  eneey  wl  thin ,  throwing 
"“•T  our  Rapt  re  In  a  carnage  which  has  brought 
despair  to  the  Western  Hemisphere,  (hit  of  the 
ashes  of  the  final  corruptiona.a  new  g»nrra t- 
lon  will  arine  fro*  the  nufferlng  and  lnfnoiy. 
The  inner  conciounneaa  or  son  will  automatic¬ 
ally  turn  to  the  future  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  pant  in  which  the  npirlt  of  HOI  LET  will 
not  be  forgotten. 

His  teaching  and  exaaple  Is  of  the  quality 


a  ■  v  ■  'HI!!! 

1 1st  'I'liiTrinr: 


in  which  the  old  threads  will  spring  Into  the 


H05LET  refered  in  his  a 
Union's  Albert  llail. 

He  set  the  course 


to  which 


arable  epeech  at 


'Hie  era  of  the 
opportunity  for 
exceptional,  dyne 
destined  to  play 


s  provided  the 
ergence  of  the 
SWALD  MOSl.gr, 

art  which  will 


sound  through  the  corridors  of  tine  as 
the  creative  force  of  the  twentieth 
century.  The  century  in  which  there 
was  pore  evolution  than  the  preceding 
two  thousand  years . 

losion  of  science 


Mt«l5  «r*  thrown  t  ^  M 

on  or»f  nlde,th«  unalloyed  iol 

shaped  into  looting  une; 
c#n t  and  recant  for  crea- 

tivn  f  1  tn  in  the  dep-  IK 

loyment  of  our  ir."ne  rat  ion 

and  those  tlmt  follow,  inch  *7  1 

deni^ied  1 /►  mitt  tha  needs  Ilonflld  CTM5J I 
of  the  tiwen.HOQLKT  wan  nn  A  1954  port— I 

a  man  atnnil tn#  at  the  fur-  rAlt  by  Dutch  I 

nncojinnmer  in  hand, bent-  artist  Oor 
trig  out  tha  deal  rad  pat t-  v-  I 

•m  within  the  framework  r  — | 

he  bed  already  produced  to  euit  the  need*  of 
the  people#  Tldee  ebb  and  f low jcurrentn  impl¬ 
acably  couma  thalr  way  through  tha  ocaana.  Be 
net  l ho  courf*e  caught  up  in  motion  by  others 
of  kindred  ntrel.  When  the  nhapeleea  creeda, 
the  weary  rnabllngn  of  the  materialistic  dee- 
pots  of  tin  composition  have  floundered  into 
final  decay , and  those  behind  the  ranks  of  tha  ; 
media  and  the  power  Invested  in  thalr  equiv¬ 
ocal  bedfellown  have  faded  Into  their  own 
night, the  new  dawn  will  appear.  When  the  peo¬ 
ple  have  even  the  last  cherished  structure 
fallen  into  ruins,  the  voice  and  spirit  of 
MOSLEY  will  reverberate  as  of  old,  for  there 
will  be  no  second  choice# 

for  those  who  acknowledged  him  in  pride  end 
inspiration,  and  Joined  in  his  sacrlfioe  end 


dedication,  adding  vl tali t 


life  or  death  the  breath  of  imperishable 


netratee  the  darkneea  aa  a  beacon  for  thone 


>  come,  the  inheritors  of  the  miaalon 


The  combatant  hero  of  his  time,  to  be  undimmad 
in  tha  proof  of  the  future,  OSWALD  M OS LIT 
cennalnnnly  aecriflced  his  life  for  the  wine 
guidance  of  olharn  in  trust  of  his  nagaclnuti 
and  uiifnl  taring  iaadernhlp.  In  the  aurrllity 
jf  Inaner  men  who  feared  his  able  truths  ag- 
Mlnnl  their  chicanery,ha  carried  the  aurge  of 
thon*  who  were  quick  to  follow  hlm,nha)iing  an 
unnnn  war  able  policy  which  gave  new  hope  and  car* 
couragement  to  the  trampled  masaea  suffering 
from  the  poverty  of  misruls.Hls  fight  was  ag¬ 
ainst  motivated  decadence  and  cavernous  false¬ 
hoods  by  men  In  the  process  of  swallowing 
tbemnelvea  a a  adveraaryo  in  their  inane, inept 
politics.  Bo  weakness  was  allowed  to  exist 
within  himself  which  might  falter  against  tha 
resolutions  of  his  purpose. 

He  knew  the  essentials 

M06LKT  knew  the  essential s.  shir 


deviation  of  sound  intentions  no  ahrinkin 


fros  the  burdens  or  at 


founding  ell  the  knaviab  tricks  of  hi  a  adver- 


sarlea.  MOSLEY  remained  aloof .auraoun ting  all 


nhadv  o 


CgllX  1- 


hr  Ronald  Cranny  la  former  BRITISH  UHIOH  Ma- 
trlot  leader  of  Kyo,  »if  folk.  In  1938  ha  w.b 
elected  to  Kyr  Borough  Council. ....tha  first 
Blackshirt  elected  councillor. 


OB  THE  BAMBIBQ  Of  THE  3 LA (3 SHIRT 
•This  faith  of  ours  la  held  with  a  passionate 


women  with  tha 


KgSEaBaB 


nt^ntrrmiM  '■«»  ■  .  .•'■ri 


i _ •T.r»r.rrr.,:i^^c-rxirx~rj:  _ 

rrKiinwTr:lv)erm;ia:>rnT^r;?rffi^a 


irii»»rniTTre-Tr3Tima»rrrr»rK»i 


;i>»TTrrT.B<TTefu>»^Mecr7’r 


•Action' 


Search  for  the 
Mosley  Voice 


t  to  hi 3 tor- 


aware  o 


two  recordings  of  his 


voice  were  ever  released  durln 


e  years  of  the  B.  U.  F. 


Ill 


The  first,  dating  from  April  22nd, 
1934,  features  the  First  Great 
Albert  Hall  meeting  where  even  to¬ 
day  the  band,  chanting,  speech  and 
singing  are  amazingly  clear  consi¬ 
dering  the  innovative  picture  discs 
were  on  pressed  glazed  cardboard. 
The  second  record,  issued  in  June 
1938,  was  a  studio  recorded  state¬ 
ment  on"BHJHSH  PWION",  and  on  the 
reverse,  a  personal  message  to 
members,  "OOHRAIES  IN  STRUGGLE". 
The  strengtH  o?  h6s!£Y ' s  voice 

comes  through  but  does  not  m ake  up 
for  on  site  actuality.  _ 


Recording  In  the  '  Thirties » 


The  problems  of  recording  on 

location  fifty  years  ago  were  enor¬ 
mous.  The  only  option  in  this  coun¬ 
try  was  direct  out  discs.  A  black 
shellac  covered  aluminium  record 
was  placed  on  a  disc  cutter. A  fixed 
arm  worked  along  a  precision  metal 
thread.  The  needle  on  the  other  end 
was  lowered  into  the  rotating 
shellac  and  cut  a  master  disc.  From 
this,extracts  could  be  transferred 
to  another  disc  thus  marking  a 
"stamper"  for  pressing  any  number 
of  copies. A  far  cry  from  the  batt¬ 
ery  operated,  solid  state,  hand 
held,  go  anywhere  tape  machines  of 
today. 

The  Mosley  speech  inheritance 


"If  only"  is  a  fanciful  terra, but 
with  HOSLET  and  BRITISH  UHIOH  hold  - 
ing  thousands  of  meetings  all  over 
the  country  during  those  seven  and 
a  half  momentous  years,  what  a  rich 
legacy  of  words  would  be  available 
to  use  today  "If  Only"  technology 
had  advanced  n  little  further. 

Much  research  still  needs  to  be 


that  other  neetinfa  were  cohere 


ZISTTff  tiTTVr-  ITTT?  fM 
Trrg.rrrs»fmjw.,  ■■-i.H-rrv 


KOBE 


'  i  a  a 


ROT  CUMMING3 


LAUGH  WITH  MOSLEY J 
"The  Bishops  are  very  likely 
to  confuse  their  own  opinions 
with  those  of  the  Almighty"! 


OOMHAIE 


March  1987 


An  evening  to 


Remember 


arr»fT«K?n-ii  j-?' 


■nutrTS-TiiTii^MUiEi1 


and  the  New 


F  i-^Pat??Tr>^rii,mTTC 


)MMEMOPATlGN  Dinner 


Cur  Movement  and  Association  had  dona  more 
to  unite  City  and  Country  in  an  understanding 
comradeship  than  any  other  venture  in  the 
annals  of  current  history.  "The  divorced  re¬ 
united  as  an  Important  factor  in  a  c runt  lei 
civilisation* 

Truths  live  for  ever 


LOT  fCSICT’s  'continuing  courage  haa  re¬ 
mained  undimoed  with  tha  years  as  she  stood 
beslda  that  (rest  man, whose  spirit  is  so  much 
of  our  own  life,  remaining  closely  united  with 
us  this  evening. We  shall  continue  to  go  for¬ 
ward  in  hi a  spirit, so  that  when  we  depart  as 
mortals,  our  steps  will  not  be  obliterated  in 
the  pattern  and  sacrifice  to  which  that  great 
soul  gave  hie  all  for  benefit  of  mankind.  He 
thought  and  acted  for  the  well-being  of  a 
better  civilisation. He  was  one  of  the  great¬ 
est  advocators  of  the  truth.  In  the  inherit¬ 
ance  of  his  lsad,  we  have  lived  the  truth... 

spoke  with  the  truth . will  die  with  the 

truth. Truths  live  for  ever,  lies  die  with  tha 
utterance, while  those  who  expound  then  became 
the  residuum  of  a  lost  causa. 

Iha  Hock  of  agea  ahtll  have  no 
cleft  for  HD 5H2T?! through  him  va  have 


"It* a  all  there1'  concluded  *BIQ 


■Tonight,  nearly  120  have  come 


*9y  the  time  you  get  this  latter  the  Coeewim- 
oration  Dinner  will  have  been  held,  bat  at 
8  pm  that  day, your  time. .8  am  Sunday  morning 
here.  I  will  be  having  a  Tbast. .  to. . .  FXIKMDS 
of  O.M.  and  all  they  stood  for,  and  stand 
for*. 

F.H.  Charles  New  Zealand 


cont: 


'•Congratulations  on  the  success  of  the  Cemmm- 
o  rati  on  Dinner.  1  enclose  a  aall  donation  to 
the  cause. I  realise  this  Is  not  much,  but  It 
is  all  I  can  afford  aa  my  only  source  of  in- 
coaae  is  a  Student  Grant. 

Iha  Comradeship  shown  by  all  was  proof  in¬ 
deed  that  the  Spirit  of  Motley  lives  within 
ua  all. 

It  encouraged  me  in  my  belief  that  it  is 
the  sacred  duty  of  my  generation  to  hold  high 
and  advance  the  philosophy  of  O.M.  into  the 
121st  century.  '*  of  the  younger  generation 
can  draw  no  greater  inspiration  in  our 
struggle  than  to  look  at  those  old  Ccnrades 
present  at  the  meeting  who  have  held  the 
faith  over  the  decades. despite  all  personal 
hardship ' . 

J.M.  Hamilton  _ Coventry 


Ha  aakad  ua  to  reflect  on  the  so-called 
great  politicians  of  the  twentieth  century. 
Could  we  name  one  who  in  power  had  dona  any¬ 
thing  to  arrest  the  decline  of  this  country 
into  its  present  state  of  a  Paradise  for  Rio¬ 
ters,  diggers,  Drug  Addicts  and  Disease? 

Not  one  of  then  was  any  use  at  all.  Tat  they 
united  together  to  drag  dawn.  "Can  any¬ 
one  lmaglna  over  IOC  people  turning  up  from 
all  over  the  country  to  honour  the  birth-date 
of  Baldwin,  3v«fcerlais,ar  MacDonald. Or  closer 
to  present  tines,  Attlee, Tden  or  Wilson.  Doe* 
anyone  even  eoamsarste  Qiurchili's  birth 
in  this  way? 


it  that  OSWALD 


(HVniQ  thanks  to  LAST  HDSICT,  veteran  Black¬ 
shirt  HDHALD  CtBAST,  spoke  of  the  great¬ 
est  tests  whi  cr.  SIR  OSWALD  A  LADT  HD  biz.  (  sur¬ 
mounted  so  magnificently,  were  the  days  of 
incarceration. H«  also  hid  tha  distinction  and 
honour  of  being  a  guest  at  one  of  her  Maj¬ 
esty's  'hotels'. 'That  we  remained  unaltered 
in  eucb  experience  -in  which  LADT  MCSQTT  is 
a  shining  exsncle-ls  part  of  the  strength  and 
nobility  of  our  great  companion  in  whose  Im¬ 
mortal  spirit  our  Association  was  bore* 

Paying  tribute  to  FRIENDS  OF  O.M. 

■It  la  they  who  have  picked  uo  eaa- 


•  1  »  K-  9 L* 

try  rmiTT»prr.;rTTrar 

rrr»nr>f 

'  "  *  18  .  ~f  t 
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indicted  them  aa  havli 
honouring  no  father! 


owin. 


ie  internatioi 


ave  been  and  what 


L®dr  “oaley  with  son®  of  O.M-'s  old  auroortera.  LtoR.  father  Brocard  Saw*  11,  Sid  Bailey, &n#at  Keller,  Fred  Bailey, Ronald  Creasy, Hike 
Quill,  Dan  Harmaton,  and  Major  Edgar  Wayman  HBE,  MC. 


Old  Comrades  introduced  . 


ERNEST  KELI£R,a.not  seen  since  the 
- ‘ - « - 30 - ^ 

concen 


want  to  dr  a*  us  to  war.no 


viz  n^i-*  j 


-iTjt  »•,!'.  Ji-jri  :m  a*,  vl 
H.vT7-lT>  w  ■•"‘•ti-l 


:^rri:-T^Try.«?rn:yTi^i.|.  v  j,k  \i 


at  co 


;T  •  an -I 


"And  last-but  certai 


L*Z5B^Thr  *  ♦  loJI  1  j  ; l  ayM-1! 


Ton  will  have  lost". 


AND 

HOW 


left.  .Moaley  trying  to  e-rad®  the  shower  of 
brieka  which  aet  hla  on  aountlng  the  Tan  to 
apeak.  Centre.  .Kallar  mounta  the  *an  and 
takaa  over,  as  right,  the  onconaclooa  O.M. 
la  taken  to  hoepital. 


Apologise 


Jer«gy  Welker  la  a  product  of  UK10I  HOVT- 
MEKT, Joining  ?5  ynrj  ago  at  10.  One  of  that 
feneration  to  whoa  we  of  the  old  guard  of 
BRITISH  UNION  pass  the  torch  of  the  HD5IET 
STOHT,  for  they,  in  turn,  to  hand  on  to  the 
younger  generations  yet  to  come.  JC 


For  the  delay  of  "Comrade’*  which  wan  due  out  in  Februa 


it  eacential  to  hold  back  the  issue  in  order  to  double  check  all  the 


facte  of  our  front 


arance  of  the  loB  files®  Ve  had  approached  the  Hone  Office  in  Janua 


for  s one  reasonable  explanation  for  the  delay  in  releasing  the  files* 


Ve  at  least  know  now  the  reason  for  their  delay  with  their  statement. which 


in  fact  does  not  answer  the  question.  Where  are  the  loB  files. 7 


COMRADE 


March  1987 


WANTED 


BRITISH  UNION 


Waited  for  caar.;  Items  related  to  the 
oil  tie  si  er.d  personal  life  of  31r  Oswald 
osley.  Also  sought  is  material  on  the 
Sew  Party,  British  Union  of  Fascists,  and 
Union  Movement.  BOX  C1C1. 
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m 

Lchoee  throu 


1ITOT,  Andrew.  .Pilot  Officer,  SAT, . early 

British  Onion  member.  QLed  in  flying  acci¬ 
dent  near  Pttlborough, December  1937 

BSUhlt.jtrs,  Joe.  Southampton.  Wife  of  former 
Heavy  Vfeighi  Champion  of  England.  On  12th 
December  1952.  Uke  her  husband,  a  loyal 
member  of  British  Union,  detained  under  18S 
in  1940, she  had  to  share  har  cell  In  Holl¬ 
oway  Prison  under  aonetreous  conditions 
with  her  young  baby  only  a  few  months  old. 
CM s  did  not  break  her  faith,  and  after 
the  War  was  one  of  the  most  loyal  masters 
of  Old. ora  Movement  in  the  Wessex  area. 

SIAM,  Dudley,  Receptionist  at  BO  1HQ  Sanctuary 
Buildings  despite  advanced  years.  Sudden 
death  Decanter  1948  because  of  physical 
break  down  under  stress  of  detention  at 
Stafford  Prison  in  1910, md  despite  const¬ 
ant  nursing  by  Mrs. Has,  British  Usd. on's 
Parliamentary  Candidate  for  Northampton, 
after  her  release  from  Holloway  Prison 
later  la  the  war. 

P533IS.  Don.  Nottingham  Branch  British  Onion. 
Interned  IBB,  died  March  1952  after  great 
service  to  the  Movement. 

7313 Cl 5  HAWKINS,  leil . aLr.Oeamral  British 

tMon,  1935-1940.  Died  suddenly  December 
25th  1950.  .One  of  pioneer  members  of  50. 
In  1952, as  london  Org-  ¥ 
aniser, organised  succ-  (I 
essful  mass  meetings  at 
Albert  Sail  A  Olympia 
where  he  was  ore  of  the 
Blackshirts  ikvo  pursued 
Bed  demonstrator  into 
girders  of  the  roof  at 
great  personal  risk.  De¬ 
tained  without  charge 
or  trial  for  4  years 
during  war, these  cond¬ 
itions  did  not  assist 
his  chronic  bronchial 
as  thru,  bringing  about 
his  early  death  whilst  ".nuras  HANKINS 
in  his  forties.  Until  niHP.CTOK  gtnkraL 
the  very  end  Ms  loyal-  BRITISH  UNION 
ty  to  O.M.vas  unquest- 
ionable.  ■' 

Hill  W.M. ..One  of  earliest  members  of  British 
Brn on, who  in  retirement  helped  to  found 
Taunton  Branch  BTJ.  Died  January  1938 

CHANT  of  Shoreditch.  Died  December  1948. Bri- 
Hah  Onion  veteran  of  Shoreditch  Branch, 
father  of  family  of  3U  supporters,  vhc 

stood  up  for  his  principles  before, during 
and  after  the  War. 

STma,  Captain  diaries  H. British  Onion  Parl- 
laaentary  Candidate,  Ouildford.  Died 

Tbbmary  1939  after  injury  by  brick  thrrvn 
at  Blackshirt  starch. 

WA3BUSTCN  Ned.... New  Party  and  British  Onion 
Zonoon  and  Manchester  branches.  Lost  eye 
by  brick  in  *battle  of  Stockton-on-Tees,  I 
September,  1933. 'War  service  Pioneer  Carps. 

Mentioned  in  despatches.  i - - 

One  of  group  of  off¬ 
icers  secretly  posted  to 
Denmark  ar.d  Oermany  in 
last  weeks  of  war  to  org¬ 
anise  surrendered  intact 
German  Amy  units  to  pre¬ 
pare  them  fight  against 
possibly  advancing  Soviet  —  . 

Bed  Ary.  Died  December  ED  VAEURTON 
31st.  1  =€4.  19H 


OLD  COMRADES 


A2Vl  rDtven  tljws 


r  '  *  • 


•  ;  i  .  .  •  n 


ROLL  CF  HONOUR 


ED  VASBURTON 
_ 1933 


3P3T35HAW  Dennis  P.  Plight  Sergeant  VH  -UP 
15*  Squadron.  Member  Brighton  Branch  HU, 
died  on  flying  opentl  or.s  January  3rd;  1944 
Name  inscribed  on  Smneymede  Memorial. 


OBITUARY 


•WE  IN  IT  SHALL  BE 


REMEMBERED . 


WE  BAND  OF  BROTHERS • 


IT  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  we  anncunee  the 
death  on  November  27th,  from  a  terminal  ill¬ 
ness  courageously  borne, of  wife  of  our 
old  comrade  PATRICK  O'DOKEGAN.  Those  who  att¬ 
ended  the  UKIOM  HDVOSNT  dinners  at  Victoria 
in  the  early  19oC's  will  remember  the  part- 
i  cular  accent  of  the  Austrl an  born  Nose, as  she 
spoke  of  the  happiness  she  had  found  in  her 
English  home. 

3xe  following  lines  of  this  obituary  are 
from  a  letter  of  thinks  from  PAT  for  use 
in  *ODMRADE,"Cor  the  flowers  sentTy  Prlendg 
of  O.ii.and  he  has  ldndl7  granted  permission 
for  their  use. 

'COMRADE',  a  name  that  at  first  I  did  not  like, 
yet  my  grief  has  brought  back  many  memories, 
one  of  which  was  walking  with  Rose's  brother 
and  Ma  German  friend(both  ex-panser  and  cap¬ 
tured  et  Stalingrad)  along  e  street  in  ifest- 
f alien,  arm  in  arm,  and  singing  *>el  tamer- 
aden*.  An  Austrian,  a  German,  and  an  ivgii sh¬ 
ear..  How  sad  that  we  did  not  after  the  war 
march  into  Africa  together,  with  bclldoxeril 
instead  of  tanks,  shovels  instead  of  rifles, 
to  make,  as  O.K.  dreamed,  the  'Garden  of  Sir¬ 
ups'.  In  those  days  wj  Austrian  and  German 
friends  raised  their  glasses  and  said  *Bine-| 
go  Europe*.  Rose  later  said  *why  Just  three 
rmrades.  «fcy  not  ell  Europeans  marching  to¬ 
gether*?  So  many  years  ago  when  she  knew 
little  of  my  political  views. 

ty  tose  was  not  a  very  political  parson, bat 
she  had  a  deep  atfccrar.ce  of  war  and  was  truly 
Europe  in.  In  the  Austrian  Red  Cross  at  15,  she 
ran  to  the  Alps  when  the  IMssians  came,  and 
bad  to  watch  tha  excrete  on  the  floors  of 
their  farmhouse,  la  end  other*  only  cam*  back 
when  they  threatened  to  shoot  bar  parents  If 
she  did  not. 

la  learned  to  love  our  Big  land  and  the 
village  in  which  ah*  lived  end  never  wanted 
to  leave.  Sow  aha  never  will  for  the  sleeps 
with  her  mother  in  our  little  church -yard, 
but  five  minutes  from  this  old  hoaae. 


ANTHPI  MASON.  Australia. . .  Parser  BU  D/L  lime- 
house.. “Two  J'e. .you  keep  me  on  overtimes* 
Editor  one'J*  to  Arthur  Mason. . *B#csa»e  of 

7<mr  wealth  of  BRITISH  UNION  memoriae . 

Oullty  ee  charged! 

PROM  a  former  UNION  lCVEMEKT  District  Leader 
who  for  business  reason*  mart  remain  anon. 
I  can  only  look  back  in  pride  to  have  known 
<HR  OSWALD  MD3IZT  and  Ms  dear  wife  DIANA  and 
all  their  stalwart  supporters.  Comrades  like 
Bred  9iepherd,Blll  Fields,  Peter  Fergus  on  . 
Roger  Clare,  Bred  Bailey  and  many  more  too 
numerous  to  mention.  1  was  proud  to  have 
marched  with  these  Comrades  and  am  still 
proud  to  know  them. 

I  only  Joined  the  Movement  after  the  war 
and  have  often  wished  that  I  could  have  teen 
involved  with  the  pre-war  Blackshirts  but  I 
was  too  young  to  understand  the  aims  of  rich 
an  organisation. 

.  Tb  the  men  and  women  that  1.  have  known-  and 

me - tk.A  T  K.wm  not.  .Y  air  think  YOU  f OP 


'MAY-DAY’  Buffet  Supper  .  Saturdays  nd.  May 


TICKETS  £8.00 


MAKE  TOUR  RESERVATION 


DETAILS  INSIDE 


Puoltehel  for  FSCiX-t  of  G..“.  6y  John  Christian.  101  .Or -ell  -our 


COMRAD 


NO.6 


I  they  jailed  them  for  years 
without  charge  or  trial’ 


NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  FRIENOS  OF  O.M. 


COVER-UP  _ 
INCORPORATED  yik 

COINCIDED TAL  vith  the  exposure  of  the  missing  l8B  detention 
files  in  COMRADE  last  month, Is  the  publication  of  a  new  book 
by  Richard  Thurlow.  lecturer  in  economic  and  social  history  at 
Sheffield  University, on  the  history  of  British  Fascism.* 

In  his  book, Thurlow, who  is  far  from  uncritical  of  BRITISH 


UNION,  after  considerable  research  at  the  Public  Records  Off¬ 
ice.  confirms  our  own  findings  in  that  "relatively  few  pers¬ 
onal  files  on  BUT  members  have  been  released, about  a  dozen  out 
of  the  730  or  so  who  were  interned. Mainly  this  is  because  the 


lar 


APRIL  1987 


We  make  no  accusation  ag¬ 
ainst  the  spokesmen  concern¬ 
ed.  If  there  has  been  malad- 
ministration,  it  occurred  a 
long  time  ago. 


It  is  the  departmental  Record  Off¬ 
icers  of  Kir,  in  tries  sad  government 
agencies  who  are  responsible  for  the 
selection  and  rejection  of  historical 
papers, under  the  guidance  of  the  Keep¬ 
er  of  Public  Records, who  is  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  who  has 
inspecting  officers  touring  govern¬ 
ment  departments  for  this  purpose, 
"here  is  also  an  Advisory  Council  on 
Public  Records,  a  body  of  academics, 


K.F' s, lawyers, and  retired  civil  ser¬ 
vants  under  the  Chairmanship  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  who  advises  the 
lord  Chancellor  on  public  records. 

We  cannot  believe  that  the  hlstor- 


Commandant 
MARY  ALLEN, who 
was  Britain  '8 
first  police¬ 
woman  in  World 
War  I,  had  to 
report  to  the 
police  every 
week,  and  not 
travel  more 
than  5  miles 
from  her  Corn¬ 
ish  home  in 
World  War  II  as 
she  was  cons¬ 
idered  a  'sec¬ 
urity  risk '  ! 


Commandant 
Mary  Allen 
World  War  I 


sn»  -IS  i  3  «>>  *  ^  1 E  5  • r » •• ;  *  SI 


PAST  BE  VINDICATED. THEIR  HON-  internment  of  British  Unior. 


"Whether  cr  not  Klas  Allen  la  rea 


dangerous,  her  detention  would 


at  aource  of  uneasiness, which  is 


felt  in  many  Quarters"  reads  a  report 


at  the  Public  Record 


Office  -  in  the  file  of  the 


an  member  of  BRITISH  UNION  that  has 


Board,  to  record  his  own  report  to 


show  his  extreme  displeasure  at  what 


done  to  that  courageous 


whose  record  of  service  and  lo 


alt 


than  that  of  man 


„c 


ED.  THEY  FIND  THE  ORIGINAL 


CORRUPTION  PERSISTS. THE  CRIME 


AGAINST  THEM  PERPETUATED . 


THEIR  EVIDENCE  HAS  BEEN 
'DESTROYED'. 

'Ah  Liberty . what  crimes 

tuated  in  thy  name' 


in  some  other  secret 


swept  under  the  c 


the  tacit  agreement  of  most  of 


the  parties  involved',  as  put 


by  Thurlow,  we  shall  continue 
our  efforts  to  penetrate  this 
long  disgusting  cover-up,  and 
reveal  the  injustice  and  sac- 
rifice  suffered  by  the 


triots  of 


British  Union  at  the  hands  of 


li tic- 


ridden 


last  word  an  what  would  appear 
to  be  grave  maladministration. 


•Fascism  in  Britain,  A  HistoryTWK- 

1985  (Blackwell,  £16) 
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COMRADE 


April  1987 


WHEN  the  Friends  of  O.M.  first 
met.it  wag  not  to  nourn  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  a  greet  politic*!  leader. 
They  met  to  proclaim  that  MOSLEY 
had  been  the  very  embodiment  of 
the  Spirit  that  for  a  thousand 
years  had  led  men  and  women  to 
achieve  the  very  pinnacle  of  world 
power  for  their  People  and  their 


Th«  Mosle 


that  la  best  from  our  past 


Count: 


HQSLET  the  HAW  aa  they  live  out  tr.e 
legacj_Jie_^eft_forttie^_tooorTows. 

Toe  idea  haa  come  the  rest  will 
follow, and  one  dav,  Britain  will  nee, 
aven  If  only  in  the  life-expanding 
2^hm_^if_^t>|a_beati£g_heart1__JOTer 
all  the  etreots  the  Triumphant  Stand¬ 
ard*  of  a  Race  Reborn 1 . 


people-then  something  else  must 
be  tried. If  it  be  impossible  to 
unite,  the  division  of  conflict 


from  the  a till-living  earth  in 
the  final  teat  of  crisis  to  win 
by  ite  passionate  dedication  a 
majority  of  the  people  to  give 


slble 


inct  of  the  British 


avoidable, ia  better  ti 


:le.  will  proclala 


taible  to  achieve 


HOW  I  JOINED  MOSLEY 
A  youni 


MOSLEY  — m>P.3 

A  voting 
MARTIN  MALONEY 


in  a  poster 
parade  In  1961 
Several  years 
later  he  was 
appointed  to 
the  MOSLEY 
DIRECTORATE  by- 


AND  THE  PICTURE  THAT  MADE 


must  be  risked. Then  a  new 


lie  must  come 


UP  HIS  MIND 


ecence  in  decline  and  death 1 


WE  can  as  individuals,  seek  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  thought  and  feeling  of 
all  parties  and  organisations  with  a 
true  policy, based  on  MQSLET's  synth¬ 
esis  of  forward  thinking  and  all  that 
is  best  from  our  British  and  European 
past.  We  will  not  become  an  organi¬ 
sation  taking  part  in  the  dog-fight 
and  place-seeking  corruption  of  pre¬ 
sent  day  politics.  More  effective 
influence  will  ultimately  be  achieved 
ifte  as  individuals  know  what  each  of 
us  are  thinking  and  doing, so  that  in 
'Comrade1-  in  our  correspondence-and 
when  we  meet  each  other,  these  are 
matters  that  are  discussed. 

It  can  he  achieved.  Truth  will 


We  love  our  Country, and  are  always 
seeking  ways  to  6erve  our  People,  thus 
we  remain  people  with  a  political 
purpose.  Many  times  since  the  end  of 
the  second  world  war,  the  British 
people  have  been  called  forward  to 
greet  a  'New  Dawn'. The  larger  estab¬ 
lished  parties  came  to  power  and 
failed  to  deliver.  The  smaller  part¬ 
ies  strived  but  failed  to  achieve 
power,  even  after  sometimes  super¬ 
human  effort.  In  each  case  it  led  to 
good  people  becoming  dis-illusioned, 
and  apathy  rules,  as  they  'lived  for 


In  commerce  it  is  often  the  case 
that  what  USA  does  today, Europe  does 
tomorrow.  This  is  often  to  our  det¬ 
riment,  especially  when  slavishly 
copied,  but  looking  at  new  ideas, and 
adapting  them  to  our  ways  can  at 
times  be  beneficial.  In  the  United 
States  in  recent  years,  each  of  the 
established  parties  have  been  In¬ 
fluenced  by  determined  groups  of 
people  that  would  scarely  be  recog¬ 
nised  by  their  founders. 

' The  measure  of  our  task1 


to-day'  because  they  could  see  no 
tomorrow. 

•We  must  use  our  Minds* 


'Toung  Kike'  In  &  Union 
Movement  Armistice  Kerch 
lno.*tdiieh,1952 
A  schoolboy  before  the 
wsr.KHI  qum.  neverths— 
.ess  so  sctive  supporter 
if  British  Cnion's  Epping 
Breach. 

After  war  service  with 
London  Irish  ia  I tel y, he  { 
joined  Union  Kcvecent  et 
its  iaccptioc.ead  later 
cnoeea  by  O.K.  u  one  of  (p 
those  to  run  Union  Mcve- 
eect  ia  the  KOSICT  DIS¬ 
UNITE  when  he  retired 
free  sctive  politics  ia 


The 

Mosley  Message 


The  Blackshirts  sometimes  had  to 
use  their  muscles, but  they  always  had 
to  use  their  Minds.  To-day, more  than 
ever  we  must  use  our  Minds.  All  our 
efforts  must  be  for  effective  action. 
We  must  face  reality,  not  chase  a 
dream. 

Would  siartlnganev  political  org¬ 
anisation  be  facing  reality:  or  would 
it  be  to  console  ourselves  that  at 
least  we  were  doing  something?.  As  we 
see  day  by  day  the  destruction  of  all 
that  is  Great,  Good  and  Beautiful  in 
our  Country, we  know  we  must  do  some¬ 
thing, but  what  we  do  must  be  direct¬ 
ed  towards  the  achievement  of  what 
we  believe  is  of  a  high  purpose.  That 
Britain  be  Great  again. 


by  MIKE  QUILL 


April  1987 


COMRADE 


4»Condenee^^romiJi^SOTelhou£htsion 
the  Passing  of  the  Century'B 
Greatest  Qigllshman11 . 1980 


Memories  flood  back  of  those  lovely, Ion?  sum¬ 
mer  evenings  when  we  piled,  twenty  or  so  members 
of  ¥INPSOB  Branch  of  the  B.U.F.  into  an  old 
open  lorry  and  hared  about  the  Berkshire  and 
Surrey  countryside,  stopping  at  snail  towns 
like  Bracknell,  Ascot,  Bagshot,  Aldershot  and 
Farnham.  There,  our  fiery  Glaswegian  speaks-, 
'JOCK' — a  tough  eloquent  ex-Conn  uniat —  would 
harangue  the  bucolic  locals.  There  ore  mea- 
ories,too,cf  standing  on  street  corners  sell¬ 
ing  Blackshirt, Fascist  Week  and  Ac tion . and  be¬ 
ing  the  target  of  jeers,  abuse, and  sometimes 
violence.  Other  memories — our  two  reigning 
beauties,  Maria,  the  half-  Italian  brunette 
with  flashing  dark  eyes,  elegantly  dressed  in 
her  Astrakhan  coat,  and  the  gorgeous  blonde 
wife  of  a  young  blond  giant  whose  very  size 
meant  strictly  "hands  off  or  a  visit  to  the 
hospital".  Not  that  TOM  was  ill-natured,  far 
from  it, but  his  home  was  holy  to  him.  There  was 
TIM,  our  ex-Irish  Guards  Branch  officer, and 
'MAC1,  our  resident  wit  and  pianist.  Many 
others.  It  is  all  rather  kaleidoscopic  nov-a 
montage  of  images  and  moments. 

'He  inspired  love  and  loyalty* 

I  joined  the  B.P.F.  on  December  23.1933.aix 
months  ehort  of  being  fourteen.  The  following 
fear,  I  heard  Sir  OBwald  speak  at  the  ALBERT 
HALL  and  later  at  OLIMPIA.  I  heard  him  aga-<n 
at  an  unruly  meeting  at  Beading.  Old  comrades 
need  not  be  told  of  his  brilliant  intellect, or 

that  be  was  one  of  the  three  or  four  greatest 
orators  of  the  twentieth  century-all  this  and 
a  charismatic  personality.  It  is  little  won¬ 
der  he  inspired  love  and  a  passionate  loyalty 
in  English  men  and  women  who  would  have 
thought  themselves  previously  too  cynical  and 
sceptical  to  have  heroes. 

I  did  not  actually  meet  him  until  19^8.  We 
had  both  been  attending  a  performance  of  DIE 
WALKERS  at  Covent  Garden. I  saluted  him  inside 
the  theatre, and  we  met  and  talked  outside  af¬ 

ter  the  performance.  After  that, we  occasionally 
corresponded  when  he  was  living  at  Orly. 

'A  conspiracy  of  liars' 

It  has  been  6 aid  that  HOSLET"failed"-in  the 
heroic  and  tragic  sense  of  that  word, because 
his  enemies  were  too  powerful-stupidity-a  con¬ 
spiracy  of  liars— the  jealousy  of  little  men- 
and  of  course,  the  omnipresent  street  rabble 
which  always  initiated  violence  -  as  it  still 
does-for  which  a  vicious  and  then  largely  al¬ 
ien-controlled  press  always  blamed  the  B.P.F. 
I  well  remember  the  scurrilous  but  effective 
cartoons  of  David  Lowe.  One  in  particular 
sticks  in  my  mind.  A  pathetic  battered  and 
clearly  peaceful  opponent  of  MOSLEY  is  lying, 
bleeding  on  the  pavement  while  three  hulking, 
gorilla-like  Blackshirts  are  just  walking  avey. 
Mere  facts  could  never  dispel  this  inverted 
image  of  the  realities.  Conservative  meetings 


in  many  areas  could  only  be  rather  furtive, 
ticketted  events, yet  many  of  those  same  Cons¬ 
ervatives  joined  in  the  conspiracy  of  lies 
against  the  Blackshirts. 

After  Olympia  and  the  red  violence,  which  I 
well  remember  witnessing  both  inside  and  out- 
Eide,  the  B.P.F.  published  a  well-documented 
booklet  called  Red  Violence  and  Blue  Lies. But 
the  liar's  alliance  was  well  orchestrated  and 
very  persuasive  in  the  provincial  cities,  towns, 
and 'respectable 'suburbs.  In  retrospect,  it  is 
impossible  to  doubt  the  reality  of  that  un¬ 
natural  concert  between  red  hooligans  and 
spineless  bourgeois  conservatives  against 
MOSLEY 'a  challenge  to  the  old  order. 

British  Empire  lost 

After  the  War,  and  dissolution  of  the  British 
Empire  had  been  effected  (despite  Churchill's 
bombastic  promises)  under  American  pressures, 
as  well  as  of  internal  failure  of  wlli.HQSLEY 
became  convinced  that  Britain's  beet  future 
lay  In  a  Pnlted  Europe. 


A  young  man  of  the 
60*8  on  o . .  o 

HOWUOINEinjOSLfT 

IT  was  during  my  childhood  in 
the  1950's  that  I  first  heard 
of  MOSLEY  and  his  Movement. 
An  'East  London  Blackshirt'  - 
which  dealt  with  local  cond- 
itions-was  pushed  through  my 
door.  Even  at  my  early  age  I 
was  impressed  by  its  content, 
but  was  stopped  by  a  relative 
from  reading  it— 'Those  are 
wicked  men'  .' 

Mosley  'taboo8 

At  school,  the  subject  of 
MOSLEY  was  'taboo',  but  books 
on  Hitler  and  Fascism  were  in 
the  school  library. There  were 
no  books  on  British  Onion. I 
was  puzzled. 


Earlier, in  19**1  in  Malaya,!  had  formed  The 
Northwest  European  Federal  Socialist  Party,  but 
it  never  extended  beyond  our  RAF  squadron.  In 
fact  the  words  of  the  title  almost  outnumbered 
the  membership!.  But  what  was  proposed  was  not 
unlike  a  truncated  version  of  MOSLEY 's  later 
ideas. V.'e  wanted  an  imperial  federation  of  the 
White  dominions  together  with  certain  Euro|>e«ui^ 
nations. We  believed  that  our  common  culture 
was  a  viable  basis  for  a  federation  which  all¬ 
owed  for  a  good  deal  of  local  autonomy  or 
'states  rights ' .Perhaps  'Confederation'  would 
have  been  a  better  description. 


PETER  H.PEEL,  Ph.D. 

Dr.Peel  joined  the 
BUT  in  1933  at  13.Joinlng  tha 
RAFin  1939. he  wae  Immediately 
posted  overseas  until  demob  in 
I946,moot  of  his  active  combat 
being  against  the  Japanese. 

Dr.Peel  ia  returning  to  live 
in  Ehgland  shortly. 


Our  ancient  roots  in  Europe 

This  idea  of  a  Northwest  European  union  of 
forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  is, for  many  reasons 
no  longer  viable . Europe  is  however, the  source 
and  fountainhead  of  our  ancient  roots  and  cul¬ 

ture.  Western  civilisation  XS  European  civil¬ 
isation  and  is  essentially  the  unique  creation 
of  the  North  European  type  of  humanity.  That 
was  true  of  Hellas  and  Rome  in  Classical  times 

but  the  old  creative  race  there  has  long  since 

been  swamped  by  the  Levant,  North  Africa, and 
the  resurgence  of  the  ancient  aboriginal  Neo¬ 
lithic  subject  peoples. 

'With  our  demise, the  lights  ko 
out  forever' 

But  I  remain  convinced  that  the  salvation  of 

our  race  and  civilisation  Is  totally  dependant 


upon  an  awakened  sense  of  our  common  heritage. 
The  ancient  Greeks  fought  endless  and  debili¬ 
tating  ware  among  their  various  city -state*. 


they  were 

conquered 

by  Philip  of  Macedon, 

father 

of 

Alexander, 

them. 

But 

by  then,  it  was  already  too  late. 

Yet  all  through  their 

previous  history,  they 

had  recognised  that  they  were  all  Greeks  and 
shared  a  cQ"»»on  ancestry  and  clvillsatlonJbey 
saw,  and  with  good  reason,  the  world  divided 
between  Greeks  and  the  barbarol  ( or .  *undermen 
as  we  might  say).  Let  us  not  repeat  their  mis¬ 
take  and  leave  It  too  late. When  Classical  civ¬ 
il -I  cation  collapsed  regeneration  was  still 
possible.  There  existed  in  the  Northern  for¬ 
ests  a  virile  reservoir  of  the  old  creative 
teutonic  blood.  But  when  we  go,  the  fateful 
■nj  horrible  truth  is — there  are  no  more  rac¬ 
ial  reservoirs.  With  our  demise,  the  lights 
go  out  £q££XS£* 


I  refused  to  buy  the  school 
magazine — which  I  thought  was 
full  of  nonsensical  rubbish, 
and  questioned  the  concept  of 
democracy. 

For  this,  I  was  persecuted 
and  ridiculed  in  class  by  cy 
teacher  who  was  also  Headmast¬ 
er.  I  was  lectured  on  Democ¬ 
racy  at  School  Assembly  in 
front  of  600  other  pupils.  He 
said  how  good  was  Democracy, 
and  how  mad  I  was  for  not  go¬ 
ing  with  the  majority  in  buy¬ 
ing  the  Magazine. 

This  made  me  question  the 
whole  concept  of  democracy  and 
realise  the  shame  and  hypo¬ 
crisy  that  surrounded  the  dog¬ 
ma  of  the  Mob. 

Search  for  truth 

On  leaving  school,  I  went 
like  Zarathustra  in  search  of 
truth  and  found  it  very  diff¬ 
icult  to  obtain  any  inform¬ 
ation  on  MOSLEY, British  Union 
or  Union  Movement. 

One  day,  on  a  hoarding, with 
the  caption  'He  is  Coming', I 
saw  a huge  poster  of  O.M.  con¬ 
cerning  his  campaign  in  North 
Kensington, but  it  was  another 
two  years  before  1  was  to  join 
Union  Movement. 

Seeing  another  advert, I  had 
gone  to  Trafalgar  Square  to 
hear  him  speek.I  w*«  so  imp¬ 
ressed  by  what  I  heard  and  saw 
that  I  joined  on  the  spot. 

But  it  was  soma  time  pre¬ 
viously  that  really  made  up 
my  mind. 

MOSLEY  had  been  present 
at  a  great  demonstration 
against  the  Anti-Apartheid 
Movement  at  a  meeting  in 
Trafalgar  Square  which  be¬ 
came  known  as  the  'battle 
of  the  Boycott'.  The  day 
after  the  front  page  of 
the  Dally  Express  showed  a 
picture  of  one  of  MOSLEY's 
young  men  struggling  with 
two  policemen  who  were  try¬ 
ing  to  grab  the  Union  Jack 
from  his  grasp. and  to  which 
he  was  so  gallantly  hold- 

**g-g£-». 

For  me;  that  was  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  Truth. 

MARTIN  MALONEY 


_  CQMR^E  April  1987 

'All  that  matters  is  to  rise  always  from  the  dust,  with  will  and  character 


even  stronger  from  the  test— that  you  may  serve  yet  greater  ends  until 


relentless  striving  brings  final  victory' 


•  "In  my  opinion, one  of  the  finest  ( 
pieces  of  aiglish  prose  is 
Mosley's  'Appeal  to  the  British1 
in  'The  Alternative 1 .  The  cont-  g 
ent  is  more  poignant  today  than 
when  first  written,  and  to  pat¬ 
riots  like  ourselves  .more  heart-  j 
rending;  than  ever  before"writes 
old  comrade  Albert  Coates. 


WILL  YOU  RISE 
AND  USE  YOUR 
GENIUS 
IN  TIME?’ 


QObe  Spirit 


We  do  not  know  if  these  lines  from  the  pen  of  an  old 
British  Union  member  -  (see  'Old  Comrades'  back  paired 
-  have  any  poetic  merit.  For  those  who  were  present 
at  the  Royal  Hotel. Holborn  in  19^5. they  will  however 
bring  back  many  memories,  and  for  those  younger  gen¬ 
erations  taking  up  the  Mosley  ideal. show  the  Quality 
of  a  greater  love  that  he  inspired  in  those  he  led. 


REUNION 


IHHO'six  weary  years  of  trouble  and  war, 

We  went  our  way  bravely,  tho' our  hearts  were  sore. 

Our  members  were  scattered,  and  crowds  went  inside, 
Everyone  said  our  Movement  had  died. 

But  prisons  were  too  small  to  hold  us  all, 

And  those  of  us  outside,  heard  the  call; 

We  rallied  together  whenever  we  could, 

And  to  see  dear  old  faces  was  certainly  good. 

One  person  tho'  was  missed  by  us  all 

Ttio  his  voice  and  his  features  we  all  could  recall: 

And  so  we  went  on,  and  hoped  for  the  best 

When  the  one  that  we  missed  would  be  with  the  rest. 

At  last  came  the  day,  awaited  60  long 

When  you,  our  dear  Leader  joined  in  the  throng: 

I  know  I'll  remember,  all  thro'  my  life, 

When  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  came  in  with  his  wife. 

The  speech  that  he  gave  us,  made  all  things  worthwhile; 
Prison  had  certainly  not  cramped  his  style? 

And  although  we  gave  them  little  respite, 

We  knew  they  were  glad  to  be  with  us  that  night. 

The  evening  once  over,  we  went  on  our  way, 

Our  thoughts  were  no  longer  empty  or  grey. 

We'd  seen  our  Leader,  he'd  given  us  cheer, 

Ihe  first  that  we'd  had  for  many  a  year. 

Now  since  in  the  common,  there's  lota  being  said 
About  'British  Union',  they  all  thought  was  dead: 

Why  all  the  trouble  ?  why  all  the  fuss, 

Whatever  they  say  won't  intimidate  us: 

So  "God  bless  you  Mosley",  in  all  that  you  do, 

"God  bless  you  and  keep  you,  your  dear  wife  too: 

And  as  I  go  through  life,  I  will  always  be  proud 
That  I  was  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  crowd. 

Gladys  Walsh 


APPEAL  TO  THE 


•We  come  to  the  end  of  the  analysis  of  that  failure  which  led 
to  thii  sombre  scene.  Chaos  looms,  and  the  peoples  of  Europe 
and  the  Americas  seek  the  iltemative.  We  shall  turn  in  the 
second  part  of  this  book,  to  regard  the  radiant  possibilities  of 
superhuman  achievement  with  which  the  material  possibilities  of 
this  great  age  challenge  the  will  of  man.  Let  us  fact  it  with  a 
full  sense  of  the  superb  moment  in  which  we  live.  It  is  true  that 
"  danger  shines  like  sunshine  to  i  brive  roan's  eyes  yet  it  is 
now  •  brighter  sun  than  even  Euripides  could  conceive,  because 
from  it  is  reflected  not  only  danger,  but  the  possibility  of  a 
civilisation  beyond  the  dream  of  the  ages. 

In  the  Ian  words  of  this  survey  of  failure,  1  turn  to  my  own 
countrymen — to  the  real  people  of  England  whom  I  have  known 
in  real  thing!,  in  Agriculture,  in  the  great  Professions,  in  the 
back  streets  of  Ean  London,  in  the  industries  of  the  North,  in 
the  Army  and  "  Royal  Flying  Corps  "  of  the  1914  war,  to  whom 
are  now  added  a  new  war  generation  of  similar  ideal — and  I 
ask  them  this  question :  "  Will  your  genius  live  sgain  and  in 
lime  to  make  its  unique  contribution?  "  Too  long  has  it  been 
enchained  to  serve  purposes  the  opposite  of  those  you  desired. 

Once  again  the  dark  technique  has  used  the  best  instincts  to 
product  the  worst  results.  Tbeir  politics  persuaded  you  that  you 
were  a  Knight  Errant  going  to  the  aid  of  the  oppressed:  in 
present  society  you  had  no  means  of  learning  the  truth.  Your 
fine  and  generous  instinct  to  help  the  “  under-dog "  was 
exploited  to  make  you  the  instrument  of  European  frustration. 
In  the  misery  of  the  post-war  period  how  strange  and  darkly 
mysterious  appears  the  metamorphosis  by  which  the  under-dog 
becomes  a  money-lender  to  whom  you  owe  your  world.  That 
conjuring  trick  of  fatality  still  bewilders  you,  while  Mob  and 
Money  laugh  and  dance  on  your  generous  ideals.  The  finest  and 
the  best  in  a  new  war  generation  sink  beneath  the  ware  of  bitter 
cynicism  which  submerged  our  few  companions,  who  still  lived 
in  1918.  Deceit  wss  the  end,  but  yet  the  means  were  noble. 
You  gave  all  for  high  purposes  and,  in  so  doing,  you  made  your 
own  high  character.  That  remains,  when  the  ends  for  which  you 
fought  dissolve  in  dust  and  ashes.  Nothing  matters  now  except 
that  you  should  use  the  character  you  gained  in  the  hard 
experience  of  that  great  illusion  to  serve  new  ends  of  reality  and 
truth. 

Again  and  again  I  have  been  brought  down  in  the  service  of 
high  thingi  by  the  triumph  of  the  small,  the  mean  and  the  false; 
but,  each  time,  the  experience  has  made  me  stronger.  AU  that 
matters  it  to  riae  always  from  the  dust,  with  will  and  character 
even  stronger  from  the  test — that  you  may  serve  yet  greater  ends 
until  relentless  striving  brinp  final  victory.  Such  has  been  the 
character  of  the  English  in  their  sunlit,  creative  periods,  and 
that  nature  iiill  lives  in  the  real  England.  Tbe  great  river 
still  flows  in  deep  and  calm,  if  latent,  purpose;  but  the  scum 
on  the  top  is  thick.  Beneath,  are  still  the  great  qualities  of 
the  English;  your  kindness,  your  toleration,  your  open-minded 
sanity,  your  practical  tense,  your  adaptability  in  plan,  your 
flexibility  in  action,  your  steadiness  of  spirit  in  adversity,  your 
power  to  endure,  your  final  realism,  even  your  ultimate 
dynamism;  all  tbe  great  qualities  are  still  there,  which  took  you 
out  from  the  Northern  Mists  to  sec  with  the  Hellenic  vitioa  of 
the  Elizabethan  bright  lands  which  you  held  and  moulded  with 
firm,  Roman  hands.  Will  you  rite  and  use  your  genius  in  time? 
Will  you  away  with  the  spirit  of  denial  and  negatioo  before  it  it 
too  late?  Will  you  fulfil  your  destiny  in  a  harmony  of  the 
European  spirit,  without  end  in  expression  of  beauty  and 
achievement?  Or  will  it  really  be  too  late?  For  this  time  it  will 
be  the  last  “  too  late."  I  have  given  many  waminp  to  my  fellow- 
countrymen  which  were  true;  but  they  were  not  heeded  I  now 
give  my  last.  .  .  .  There  will  be  no  Channel  next  lime.  .  .  . 

•Oswald  Mosley. "The  Alternative"!^ 


April  19&7 


COMRADE 


Apart  from  the  two  pre-war  records 
of  tits  voice,  the  only  other  official 
release  was  in  January  1936- Recorded 
at  Dacca's  Kensington  sound  studio  by 
the  B.D.T.Hale  voice  Choir  and  Orch¬ 
estra,  'Die  Marching  Song 'and 'Britain 
Awake  l  '7  They  were  originally  on  a 
black  label  with  gold  lettering,  the 
issue  n usher  being  SPlJ.Biis  10  inch 
double  sided  disc  was  later  reissued 
in  June  1938  with  a  red, white  and 
blue  flash  and  circle  motif  to  Batch 
MOSLEM  s  speech  record 'British  Pn- 
ion/Coaradea  in  Struggle 1 .  It  is  not 
known  how  nany  were  pressed, but  it  is 
thought  to  have  been  a  considerable 
number.  They  can  be  picked  up,  by 
diligently  searching;  but  not  st  the 
original  price  of  1/6  (7v  pence) 1. 


GRAMOPHONE  I 
RECORDS  ...  I 

I  MANUFACTURED 

by  DECCA 

THE  MARCHING  SONG 


BRITAIN  AWAKEI 

B.U.F.  MALE’ CHOIR  VoRCHEST 


BLACKSHIRT  BOOKSHOP 

a«4  (earn  ■  U.t.  NMuRot  1*4  U  Uib It  I.Wi 


l'« 


"Join  in  our  song, for  they 
still  march  in  spirit 
with  us . " 


*My  Comrades  in  Struggle1 


S $£>  iSiOiyioiV 

WE  have  been  reading  The  Scorpion,  a 


magazine  devoted  to  th#  European 
idea,  described  by  its  editor, MARTIN 
WALKER,  as  "a  cultural, seta  political 
magazine"  that  wishes  "to  help  Bake 
the  intelligence  of  our  readers  aot- 
ive  in  the  cause  of  European  Culture". 
It  is  opposed  to  "the  mediocrity  of 
both  the  American  and  Soviet  models 
of  society",  and  "unprejudiced  yet 
standfast  in  its  championing  of  Eur¬ 
opean  culture". 

A  vounr  academic  'friend  of  0.K' 
describes  it  as  "one  of  the  most  in¬ 
telligent  and  articulate  section  of 
the  European-wide  resistance  to  the 
current  hopelessness" 

Supporters  of  Mosley's  Europe  may 
find  much  with  which  they  will  dis¬ 
agree,  but  also  much  in  common. 

A  high  standard  of  debate  is  very 
necessary  if  our  European  Europe  is 
to  be  achieved. 

From  what  we  have  seen.Oie  Scorpion 
is  playing  a  part  in  'that  long 
striving  of  the  European  soul  to 
reach  fulfilment'. 

TVs  Scorpion  is  published  three 
times  a  year  at  a  subscription  of  C5 
for  four  issues  from:  BOi  5766 
London  WCDCC  JXX.  A  sample  copy  can 
be  obtained  for  £2.30. 


BRITISH  UNION  MEMBER 


WAS  FIRST  WPC  ON  THE  BEAT 


NEXT  time  you  see  a  policewoman  it' a 
worth  remembering  that  ths  co-founder 
of  that  force  later  became  a  disting¬ 
uished  member  of  BRITISH  UNION. 


Readers  of  pre-war  ACTION  may  well 
remember  the  frequent  articles  by 
COMMANDANT  MART  ALLBi  on  the  subject 
of  women's  welfare.  These  continued 
uatl)  the  banning  of  BRITISH  UNION  in 
1940  -  and  her  own  arrest. 

In  November  1911*,  Kiss  Allen  bad 
been  one  of  Britain's  first  two  off¬ 
icial  uniformed  policewomen : her  dut¬ 
ies  Included  patrolling  ths  streets 
of  Grantham ,  Lincolnshire,  on  foot. 
At  the  end  of  ths  First  World  War 
Scotland  Yard  attempted  to  disband 
the  Women's  Police  Service,  but  Kiss 
Allen  (pictured  in  her  police  uniform) 
was  mors  than  their  match  and  succ¬ 
essfully  blocked  this  'proto-chauvin¬ 
ist'  move. 

Awarded  QBE 

In  1917  she  was  awarded  the  QBE  for 
her  war  service  and  went  on  to  codify 
the  duties  of  policewomen  in  the  em¬ 
ergent  force  with  special  enphasiaon 
child  welfare  and  the  protection  of 
girls  from  exploitation. 

She  was  one  of  nany  former  leading 


suffragettes ,  incl 


and  MART  RICHARDSON,  who  tranaferred 


ISB  UNION  in  reco 


lie v  of  'real  sex  equality1 


and  lta  active  campaign  for 


and  the  true  interests  of  the  British 


fop1*.-  JEREMT  WALKER 


WANTED 


Top  to  bottom. Reno  Santucci,  JL 
Elves,  Archie  White,  and  Len  Egm 
'Young  Reno'  now  lives  in  USA...*’: 
be  in  London  soon.  'Young  Jimmy'  ' 
meet  him  at  the  Kay-Lay  Buffet. 


COMRADE 


April  1?&7 


each  year  ve  rededicate  ouraelve6  to  the  promise  of  the  Leader's  final 


i»r. ,I01,0r«ell  Court.Icwr.all  Kd*- 


Tublichcd  for  cf  C.! 


.  bv  John  Chri*' 


Saturday  2nd.  MAY 


I  WQrdfl 

‘MAY-DAY’  Buffet  Supper 


3fn  itlemoriam 


"Hark!  the  sound  of  many  voices 


Eohoes  through  the  vale  of  ages 


DUEI3, PADDY . former  y 

Killwall  docker, RAJ, 
and  early  Union  Move¬ 


ment.  UM  Drum  Corps . 

On  April  12  1986  ' 

NIGHTINGALE, A. . . . former  Dis/Leader 
Horsham  British  Union,  l8B  det¬ 
ention  19^+0. 

Died  April  1948 


^BRITISH  UNION 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 

939  1945 


BREWER.  Cpl. Arthur  A.J  . . .2nd  Btn 

Black  Watch . Dorset  Branch 

British  Uni on, age  23,  killed  in 
action, Burma, 5  April  1944,  Name 
inscribed  Rangoon  Memorial. 

KITFORD, Haior  The  Hon  Tom  ...Rifle 
Brigade, brother  of  Lady  Mosley, 
NHQ  Branch, British  Union 


Killed  in  action, 3urma,  4  April 

19^5 


LOOKING  BACK 


A  series  of  occasional  photo- 


and 


UNION  MOVEMENT  events 


lOLDCOMRADES 


District  Leader  of  Marylebone,  who 
before  the  war  was  a  familiar  figure 
in  London's  West  Hid  with  street 
sales  of  'Action' —  winning  the 

'Action  Sales  Cup' - that  is, on  an 

occasion  it  was  not  won  by  Charlie 
Watt's  Westminster  St. George's! 

Ve  had  a  nostalgic  two  hours, talk¬ 
ing  over  old  faces  and  places.  "We 
had  many  well-known  people  in  our 
Branch"said  George. 

One  harpy  memory  was  of  writer  and 
BU  member  HENRY  WILLIAMS ON ,  taking 
periodical  leave  from  his  Norfolk 
farm  to  visit  London  for  a  BBC 
programme . 

"Always  the  same"  said  George. "He 
would  arrive  in  a  noisy  old  car, 
and  as  he  passed  us  on  street 
sales  he  would  shout  his  greetings 
with  great  gusto,and  he  never  left 
London  after  bis  programme  with¬ 
out  calling  at  the  Branch  for  a 
chat". 


And  an  overdue  WELCOME  to 
HRS. PATRICIA  JLOWSRDEV.  of  Gardiners 
Parm, Eye, Suffolk,  a  long-s tending 
and  staunch  friend  of  O.M. 

We  are  reminded  of  her  loyalty  by 
her  quick  response  to  a  letter 
attacking  Mosley  in  the  East  Angl¬ 
ian  Dally  Times. 

Fointing  out  that  the  letter  con- 
tained"incorrect  facta",  and  that 
she  objected  to  "such  vilification" 
she  continued, "he  was  a  great  pat¬ 
riot,  whose  motto  was  "Britain  Erst" 


"Its  wonderful  to  know 
how  those  of  us  dedicated  to  the 
Movement  can  still  keep  in  touch 
after  all  these  years"  writes 
MRS. GLADYS  WALSH,  of  Clacton,  Essex. 
A  farmer  member  of  Limehouse  B.U, 
she  has  been  assisting  by  her  mem¬ 
ories,  a  young  student  research 
British  Union,  East  London  before 
the  war.  "He  tells  me  that  he 
often  walks  through  Duckett  Street. 
(former  headquarters;  to  recreate 
'atmosphere'  of  the  thirty's"  she 
said . 

One  treasured  memory,  the  1945 
Reunion  organised  by  the  16B  Det¬ 
ainees  Fund  at  the  Royal  Hotel, Sol- 
born,"when  we  met  the  Leader  and 
Lady  Diana  for  the  first  time  since 
the  war,  and  they  and  many  others 
signed  my  programme". 

Ve  too  remember  old  friend 


. he  was  a  man  of  great  courage 

and  great  principles. . .his  follow¬ 
ers  volunteered  in  great  numbers, 
and  were  some  of  the  first  to  give 
their  lives  for  our  country" 

Well  done  Krs.Flowerdew 


‘British  Union  Day’ 


MAY  DAY,  the  traditional  Peoples  Day  born  out  of  the  National  Festival 
of  the  people  in  Tudor  times,  and  chosen  as  'Labour  Day'  by  early  soc¬ 
ialist  Robert  Owen  as  a  day  to  be  associated  with  the  revival 
of  the  British  people,  had  already  by  the  1930’s,  been  degraded  by  the 
Marxist  hi-jacked  Labour  Party  into  a  day  for  every  people  except  the 
British. 

In  the  latter  years  of  British  Union's  struggle,  by  massive  demonst¬ 
rations  in  the  heart  of  East  London,  and  the  music  in  the  words  of 
Mosley  and  his  British  Union  speakers , they  returned  May  Day  as  'Peoples 
Day1  to  the  British  people. 

"In  the  spring  of  the  year  living  nature  throws  off  the  droes  of  the 


t  and  breaks  through  to  a  new  and  renewed  glo 


will  of  man  shall  burst  through  the  encumbrance  of  decadence  and  vested 


interest  to  a  wondrous  renewal  of  the  vital  spirit  of  Britain". 


TYius  spoke  Mosley  in  his  May  Day  message  of  1938,  and  continued  "Let 
them  think  for  a  moment  of  the  gay  and  manly  scene  of  Tudor  England  on 


■.  when  a  people  of  genius  were  first  reaching  out  with  hard  and 


confident  challenge  to  the  leadership  of  mankind:  fire  in  their  eyes 


while  their  laughter  rang  in  the  face  of  Death.  Such  men  had  not  trod 


the  mortal  scene  since  the  sunlight  of  the  Attic  spirit  and  the  virili 


of  ancient  Rome  had  declared  that  no  bounds  could  restrain  the  will  of 


•. .o .raise  our  eyes  from  the  mud  to  see  again 


the  light  of  those  who  died  gladly  in  every  age  of  Britain's  greatness 


is  this  task,  and 


■.  TO  BRITAIN  AND  HER  GREAT  PEOPLE  WE  WILL  BE  TRUE'. 


And  on  this  May  Day. 1987.  wherever  we  are.  together  in  comradeshi 


or  apart  but  in  spirit  with  us,  name  this  day  "British 
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HOKE  SECRETARY  had  no  foundation  for  suspicion 


Professor  A.J.P.  Taylor  in  The  Observer 


THE  EMERGING  TRUTH  OF  THE 


BLACKSHIRT  SACRIFICE 


THIS  ANNIVERSARY  of  the  massive  arrest  and  imprisonment 


without  charge  or  trial  of  patriotic  members  of  BRITISH 


UNICW  in  1940,  we  make  no  apologies  far  devot: 


and  much  of  this  issue  to  the  names  of  our  old  comrades. 


ority  of  whom  are  now  dead. 

This  list  of  servicemen  interned  bloody  battles  and  winning  awards 
because  they  followed  HOSLET,  has  for  valour  in  Flanders  fields. 

And  at  the  same  time  that  this  dis- 

was  being 
into  operation,  and  the  sec- 
on  the  door  echoed 
n  who  had 

_ and  als- 

into  the  night,  their  younger 


This  list  of  servicemen  interned 
because  they  followed  MOSLEY,  has 
only  recently  come  into  our  hands 
and  is  far  from  complete  in  numbers 
or  In  detail  owing  to  the  difficul¬ 
ties  under  which  It  was  compiled 
during  the  last  war. A  small  number 
were  taken  on  active  service  -  some 
after  coming  through  the  ordeal  of 
Dunkirk,  but  the  bulk  were  ex-ser¬ 
vicemen  of  1914-18,  their  loyalty  to 
their  country  already  proven,  but 
to  be  'reassessed'  by  an  ex-Consc- 
ientious  Objector  of  fighting  age 
whose  war  was  spent  working  in  an 
orchard  while  they  were  fighting 


^BRITISH  UNION 
ROU-  OF  HONOUR 


YOUR  FREEDOM  IS  IN  PERIL 
-DEFEND  IT 

WITH  ALL  YOUR  MIGHT— 

...  Government  Propaganda  Slogan,  19A0 

'The  Secretary  of  State  haa 


reasonable  cause  to  believe 


that  you  have  been  a  member 


of  the  organ ’ nation  now  known 


as  British  Union, 


and  to  have  been 


active  in  the  fur¬ 


therance  of  its  ob- 


ects:  and  that  it 


is  nece 


ercise  control  ov- 


iu7:.T!.T.;w:r»TTrj 


- IS3 


r,  are  we  beg- 
to  count  the  cost  -  while  their 


THE  CONTROLER’ 


career ate 


concentration 


'.n.gnwB  im 


Home  Secretary  Herbert  Morrleon: 
as  conscientious  In  control  of  the 
imprisonment  of  patriotic  service 
and  ex-servicemen  of  both  ware,  as 
he  was  in  his  opposition  to  the 
first  war. 

As  a  Conscientious  Objecter. 


A  ’HTPOCRIST  THAT  STINKS  TO  HIOH 


HEAVEN' 


FOR  OUR  MOJ  WHO 

DIED-RQtOlBER 

THEM  WITH  PRIDE 

• 

1939 


1945 


British  Dnion:  a 
killed  in  flying 
ops  7  July  1941 
Buried  Dunkirk 
Town  Cer.e try. 

AUSTIN,  Sgt. William  George.. 1st  Bn 
KRRC  and  Liverpool  British  Union. 
Age  26:  killed  in  action  Tunis  10 
May  1943:buried  Med jez-el-Bab  War 
Ceme  try , Tunisia . 

AYRES,  Pte. Francis  'Nipper'  6th  Bn 
Green  Howards  and  Limehouse  Branch 
British  Union: killed  in  action  25 
May  1940: Age 20:  buried  Oye-Plage 
Communal  Ceme try, France. 

DANBT,  Sgt  William  Calvart.^Sth  Bn 
Green  Howards:  Kingston  Branch  D/ 
Leader  British  Union: Age  36:kilied 
in  action  31st  May  19^0:  "buried 
near  this  spot"  in  Adinkerke  Mil¬ 
itary  Cemctry, Belgium. 


Age  2b: killed  in 
flying  ops  Dock¬ 
ing,  Norfolk  21 
May  1945:  Buried 
Saint  Nicholas 
Churchyard :Kelv- 
eden  Hatch, Essex 

GILL,  Sgt/Pil  BASIL  W.  RAF  VR  and 
Leeds  British  Union:  detained  lSB 
June  1940 skilled  in  flying  ops  28 
May  1943: Age  22: buried  collective 
grave  Barehills  Ceme try, Leeds. 

IRVINE,  Pte  Robert... 1/5  Bn  Queens 
Royal  Regt.and  Shoreditch  British 
Union  skilled  in  action  28  May  19^0 
Age  21:  buried  Strazeele  Communal 
C  e  me  t  ry ,  Franc  e 

WALSH.  Sgt  Michael:  RAF  VR  I56  Sod 
and  Limehouse  Branch  British 
Union: Age  23 ski lied  in  flying  ops 
27  July  1942:Name  inscribed  Panel 
96  Runnymede  Memorial 


ALLS'  S.  5th  West  Tories. .A  years  service 
A.NTLET  F.V.  32  Bta.A.I.F..2}  years  active 

service 

BASSETT  O.C.  1/5  Laces. ?UsiIlers.2j  years 

actlva  service 

BARHCM  S.S.Masor  Reid.MC. CSS. tars  H 
BATEXAh  W.  Flt.Staff  Sgi.iU?  £  aecals 
hSCKSrr  Joe  19!“- 191/ 

EENTINCX-SCDD  C.B.  Cast.  3.ifcs.23d  3ta. Stiffs 

151^-1914 

3AJCU  T.3.ST.SA3BS  leptaia  HC  191*— 1913 
BOAT  S.G.  Caotaln  Crder  of  St.Ieorge  CSV 
BLA:mCft£  A. S.  C river  3.3. A.  191»-192? 
BOGLE  a.S.  r.T.l,  A  years  active  service 
SCWCS  C.v  Segt.  3.1.  A  years  active  service 
B3AIL5T  S  Sorts  Staffs  Hegt. 

BSCCA  C8IOOS  l.T.  Itf.rrMtei  Far  East  on 

active  service 

BSOCKUam  3. Nor folk  Regt  Ayrs  act. service 
BCHGESS  r.~jTPta. Liverpool  3gi  2  sola  la 
BURNETT  3  RASC  3r  yrs  active  service 
CRISP  B.V  Lt.SE  s.-rested  on  active  service 
CBSASES  A  Dr.  RASC  3  aedsls 
CSCSST  C.Corp.  E/7orks  Regi.Ayrs  service 
DAVIES  J.J  2 Jrd  Squadron  RCS  2yyrs  s/service 
PICKS CW  M.V. Kings  Uverpool  Hegt  .Ayra  service 
DCNOVAN  B.D.S  Cspt.29th  DCO  Baluchis  I9IA  -  1? 
DOCKWOBTH  77~  RAF  A  years  service 
DUMB  E. A  Lt.  RFC  3  sedals 
EDWARDS  A.Hoyal  Navy. 5  yrs  active  service 
EDWARDS  W.H. Royal  Navy  CPC  3  sedals 
ELLIS  J.R.W.V.R  3  aedals 
EVANS  D.W.  2nd  Lt.  a.s.Arr»sted  on  a/sarvlca 
FANS  F.C.  Lt.  KN 
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COMRADE 


May/June  I987 


they  are  Members  of  any  of  the  Forces  or  Services  of  the 
Crown,  they  should  obey  their  orders,  and,  in 
;very  particular,  obey  the  rules  of  their  Service’  . 

Mosley's  Message  to  members  September  3rd.  1939 


-MESSAGE  RECEIVED 


MEMORIES  flowed  back  with  the 
sight  of  two  of  the  names  In 
'Coaradea'  current  Britiah  Daion 
Soli  of  Honour,  for  they  were  two 
young  men  whose  life-styles  could 
not  have  been  more  different,  but 
with  whom  I  shared  in  that  unique 
comradeship  which  was  the  hall-mark 
of  British  Onion. 

♦  TIQGE '  FITCH 

I  first  net  Lionel  1  Tlggy 1  ntch  when, 
at  17 t  I  came  to  London  in  1936,  and 
transferred  from  Manchester  to  Clapham 
Branch.  He  and  I  -  and  District  Leader 
Charles  Daniels  and  another  young  mem¬ 
ber, 'Smoke'  K. ,  became  a  foursome  in 
leisure  activities  away  from  normal 
branch  duties. 

Tigge  was  a  junior  salesman  with  a 
sparking  plug  firm,  and  had  the  useful 
•perk'  of  a  firm'6  car  of  which  we  per¬ 
suaded  him  we  all  should  make  same  use  1 

Destination  'The  Rising  Sun1 

This  tended  to  be  a  monthly  Saturday 
night  pub-crawl  -  the  intake  rationed 
by  lowly  pockets-around  those  areas  of 
East  London  where  the  evening  air  was 
electric  with  the  feel  of  the  excite¬ 
ment  and  hope  that  M OS LET  and  British 
Onion  had  brought  to  those  who  had  been 
so  often  betrayed  by  the  old  gang 
politicians. 

So  it  was  Shoreditch,  Limehouse,  and 
Bethnal  Oreen,  with  the  Rising  Sun 
in  Oreen  Street-near  North  East  Bethnal 
Green  Branch —  always  our  last  call 

and  where  our  young  voices  would  join 
the  locals  with  the  Marching  Song  and 
other  Blackshirt  songs  banged  out  with 
old  tkiglish  favourites  on  the  pub  piano. 

Into  the  KA>  -  ana  *  DEC 

Cane  19>8  and  Tigge  signed  with  the 
RAF  on  a  short  service  commission,  and 
a  year  later  we  were  at  war,  and  Tigge 
in  Canada  training  the  new  intake  to  be 
hurled  against  the  Luftwaffe.  Later  he 
returned  to  England  acc  flying  opera¬ 
tions  during  which  he  survived  a  ditch¬ 
ing  in  the  English  Channel,  and  eccape 
back  to  England  from  France, picking  up 
a  DFC  on  the  way. 


Saturday  night  at  The  Rising  Sun, 
Bethnal  Green  in  1937.  The  young  Tigge 
fitch  and  John  Christian 


He  survived  the  War.  But  only  just. 
Reunion  with  his  former  comrades  wan 
not  to  be,  for  two  weeks  after  the  end 
of  hostilities  in  Europe, he  was  killed 
when  the  Mosquito  he  was  ferrying  from 
No. I  PIM  Centre , Hire ham  Newton,  caught 
fire  on  crashing  whilst  landing  at 
Docking  airfield,  Norfolk. 

And  so  another  of  British  Onion's 
young  cep  was  to  be  seen  no  more. 

But  I  shall  always  6ee  him  In  the 
Rising  Sun,  the  younc  in-lovc-v-th-life 
*Tl£ge  1  Fitch. laughing  and  singing  out 
The  Marching  Song  as  he  downed  hie 
last  half-pint  with  a  toast  to  Mosley. 


mmm 


By  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 


BOB  IB VINE 

1  only  knew  BOB  IRVINE  for  a  brief 
moment  in  time. but  nevertheler,r  he  was 
one  of  those  who  one  meets  in  life -If 
one  is  fortunate. that  one  feela  pri  ri¬ 
l'd.  to  have  met. 

It  was  the  mid-summer  of  1939,  and 
young  men  of  21  were  being  conscripted 
for  the  first  time  in  peace-time.  The 
Militiamen  -  for  six  months  army  train¬ 
ing.  Although  only  20,  and  not  yet  due 
for  call-up,  1  had  volunteered  for  the 
first  draft.  It  is  said  that  one  should 
not  volunteer  for  anything  in  the  army, 
but  1  was  young,  and  thought  it  to  be 
an  honour  to  be  in  the  first  draft  of 
young  men  to  be  trained  to  fight, if 
necessary,  for  one's  country. 

It  was  my  first  mistake,  for  when  my 
papers  came  to  report  to  the  Queen's 
Royal  Regiment  at  Stoughton  Barracks, 
Guildford  on  July  15th,  I  realised  with 
dismay  that  it  was  the  day  before  M OS- 
LET' s  meeting  at  Earls  Court  which  I 
had  been  anticipating  with  enthusiasm. 

I  then  mode  my  second  mistake  by 
writing  to  the  Adjutant  asking  for 
week-end  leave  before  reporting  for 
duty]. He  was  not  amused,  and  I  was  not 
too  popular  on  arrival  on  the  determ¬ 
ined  day. 

But  as  I  scrambled  to  wash  and  shave 
in  the  shambles  of  same  30  odd  unknown 
young  men,  in  dispair  thinking  of  the 
meeting  1  was  going  to  miss,  I  was 
amazed  to  hear  above  the  noise, the 
clear  whistle  of  the  Marching  Song.  I 
searched  for  the  source  and  that  was 
how  I  first  met  young  Irvine. 

A  1  fall— blooded '  Mosley  nan 

A  tough  but  happy-go-lucky  boy  from 
Shoreditch, with  not  a  real  hate  in  the 
world,  he  told  me  that  he  and  all  his 
family, who  had  a  stall  in  Hoxton  Hark- 
et, though  not  actual  members,  were  all 


'full  blooded*  M PC  LET  supporters,  and 
as  loyal  as  any  who  had  'signed  forms! 
(Historians  counting  n  timber?  might 
dwell  on  thlr  East  London  pnenonemon 
when  awwes-inr  support  in  Last  London.) 

During  the  next  few  weeks  of  tbnt 
Summer  u)  all  ihglish  summejj.we  became 
firm  friends  as  the  army  tried  to  make 
uc  into  good  soldiers  in  time  for  the 
impending  European  tragedy. 

The  Marching  Song  echoed 
through  the  Autumn  air. 

Come  September  3^.  and  the  declar¬ 
ation  of  war,  a  few  of  us  were  given 
evening  passes,  and  Irvine  and  1  were 
lucky,  and  with  two  other  lads  we  had 
semi-converted  we  hit  the  high  road  for 
Guildford  Town.  The  few  lads  let  out 
that  night  were  well  'looked  after'  by 
the  locals,  but  my  memory  is  clear.  It 
is  of  the  sound  of  The  Marching  Song, 
and  other  Blackshirt  songs  echoing 
through  the  Autumn  evening  air  as  the 
four  walked  their  +aj  back  to  barracks, 
and  into  World  War  II. 

I  think  I  saw  Mm  once  more:  to  ahow 
Me  Mosley's  Message  instructing  memb¬ 
ers  in  the  Forces  to  obey  orders  and 
rules  of  the  Service,  which  had  been 
sent  to  me  by  my  wife  to  be.  Shortly 
after  I  was  posted  to  Divisional  HQ  and 
we  lost  touch. 

Nine  months  later,  at  a  time  I  was 
lying  in  the  military  ward  of  a  general 
hospital:  with  Hoe  ley  already  fire  days 
under  arrest  and  hie  supporters  being 
pursued  and  arrested. the  young  Irvine, 
that  laughing,  lovable.  care— free 
Cockney  boy,  had  fully  fulfilled  his 
loyalty  to  Hoe lev  and  to  his  conntry 
right  or  wrong. 

He  was  blown  to  bits  near  Straieele 
in  the  battalion's  fighting  retreat  to 
Dunkirk. 

'NIPPEB'  AIRES  and  MICKY  WALSH 

TWO  ladsfrcn  BRITISH  ONION1  a  Lime- 
houee  Branch  are  remembered  In  our 
current  Roll  of  Honour. 

Pte . '  Nipper '  Ayr— .  only  20,  mb  killed 
in  action  with  the  6th  Btn.  Green  Bow- 
arda  who  had  taken  up  defensive  posit¬ 
ions  on  Hay  2Ath  19*»0  at  Grave  line*  as 
part  of  the  DSHEB  force  defending 
Dunkirk. 

After  heavy  German  bombing, the  batt¬ 
alion  withdrew  to  the  Westsido  of  Dun¬ 
kirk  during  which  Nipper  was  killed  in 
action. 

On  the  very  same  day,  many  BO  Lise- 
house  lads  were  being  arrested  and  in¬ 
terned  without  charge  or  trial  on  the 
pretence  that  'their  loyalty  was  in 
question'  ! 

Srt. Michael  Walsh  RAF  VR  was  to  die 
on  operations  two  years  later. 

Flying  with  RAF's  newly-  formed  156 
Souadron. Micky  Walsh  was  in  the  crew  of 
Wellington  Zlfc59  that  took  off  from 
Alconbury  for  Bremen 

An  SOS  was  receiveo  while  outward 
bound  but  no  fix  could  be  obtained.  The 
aircraft  failed  to  return  to  base. 

Arthur  Mason,  who  was  their  District 
Leader, writes  from  Australia. "They  were 
a  couple  of  fine  lads".  Mrs.  Gladys 
Walsh  of  Clacton,  who  was  a  Limehouse 
member,  "I  knew  them  well.  Good  boys. 
The  last  time  1  saw  Kicky  he  was  quite 
confident  that  we  would  be  marching 
through  Berlin  by  Christmas.  A  nice 
quite  lad". 
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it  is  noted  that  he  'enrolled  *  in  BU 
in  Cane. 

Their  personal  files  are  not  on 
•view  at  the  RabHc  Record  Office. 
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PAMCm  ERNEST.  t.k.T.  Gunntr  1915 


BILL  DAHBI 

District  Leader 


of  Kingston, was  killed  in  action  In 


Belgium  fighting  with 


Tir—n 


Howards  in  May  1940  shortly  before 


his  brother  PRANK, who  was  District 


Leader  of  East  Hull,  was  arrested 


become  regularc  in  the  KftfiC 


’LDH.LIOKg.  AITKSi 


Pilot  of  a 


Squadron, Lionel 


took  off  from  DETL1NG  on 


trol  over 


Solid  shot 


1941  for  an  offensive 


McCLnaT  J.J.  R.Ehg.  5  years  actlee  a.rvic. 

Hcm.mII  E.3.  Royal  Flying  Corpe  l  RAF 

MacQUatN  J.H.  London  Scot  tick .2  aedala 

KAN  ICO  P.E.Capt.ROth  London  Begt.  2  aedala 

MASH  D.W.  L/Cpl  BAMC  2  aedala 

H£RRIXA»~ S.E.  A/B  Kerch. Navy  5yra  a/aerrice 

ma  Basil  AP0  SAP 

PPiWA  Prank, Lt.  East  Tork.1  Regt.  2  aedala 

POWELLS  W.  Caatron  Highlanders  Lyra  a /sere. 

PB  TIT. TVS  A.W.  Captain  Oson  l  Bucks  Lt.lnf. 

FITT-SIYERS  G.L.P.  Captain  Royal  Dragoons 

PRESTAGE  J.Sgt  RE  RCS.Hona  Star 

BAFTS  P.W.  BAf  No. 60672 

aim  C.  Cpl  RASC  3  aedala 

BU  B.  17/21  Lancers 

ROBERTS  R.L.P,  BAMC  6  years  active  service 
HOSE  D J~  FToneer  Corps. Arrested  act. sere. 
uroenl.  J.A.  RFC  RAP  8  years  active  service 
RUTLAND. Sod. Leader  RAP 
SEA3PE  J.RASC  NT  10973  5  years  service 
SBEaSTOS  W.E.  2ndLt. Suffolk  Regt. arrested  on 
active  service 

SHIPP AM  W.H.  Queen's  West  Kents. Eyre  a/aerv. 
SIMPSON  H.  r  t  e .6th  Btn. Lanes. Pus. Ayr*  service 
SMEATOB-STEMABT  B.A.Capt.9th  Die.  1914-1917 
SKUS  A.  Pte.  RASC  172T  3  aedala 
SMPg  arran  Lt.RASC  >}  years  aenriee 
SMTTgX  S. Rot. Merchant  Marines  21  years  cant- 
lnous  service.  191**-19  and  Dunkirk. 
STEPHBiSOH  H.M.  MC  BAMC 

STONE  A. I.  Trooper  E.R. Teamen  ry  3jyre  e/serv. 
SURTEES  0.  KSM  M.in  D. 

STMONDS  A.W.C.I.  Writer. R. Navy.  1903-1925. 

1939-1940  4  Medals. 

TALLEt  B.  HKS  BRITT  ANN  IA  3jyrs  a/service. 
TAILOR  J.  Private. 1st  Btn. Lancs. Pus. .King's 
Liverpool  Regt.,R.Welnh  Pus. ,553rd  Agric- 
ural  Labour  Corps.Gen.Services  and  Victory 
Medals. 1914-15  Star, King's  Csrtifieste  for 
Honour  erd  Dissblement. 

TSCKAS  A.  RAP  4  years  active  service 
TCFTS  i.Z.  Lt.^torrey  ;»gt. arrested  A/serr. 
ltawtt  I.  Capt.  MC. Suffolk  Regt>yra  a/serr. 

ncToa-BQwi  r.w.  m.t.u.s.c.)  sig. 

WATTS  C.P.  RAP  9  years  service 
WATTS  S.J.  Set.  Royal  Berkshire  Regt. 

WHITE  W.C  Private  2nd.Scot.Rifle»5l2th.Royal 

Scots 


OOBDOW  S.C  R.A.  3  years  service 
EAHQI  B.J.A  Lt.  S/ Wales  Borderers,  arrested 
on  active  service 

HASLAM  f  53  Coy  HOC  Lancs  fus.4yrs  a/service 

Military  Medal. 

RAWESLXT  Oliver  Lt.R.  Fusiliers  MC 

BMC  OTTiSlaia 

HEATH  t.A  ASC  HT  5th  Mv  HQ  Staff 

BONE  B.L  Pte. Gordon  Highlanders .4  yrs  a/serv. 

HONE  John  B.2nd  Lt.RE  l  1/15  London  Regt. 

H CP KINS  C.P  8th  Middlesex  Regt.4yrs  a/serv. 

HUDSON  C.E  Commander  BN 

HUMPHRIES  J.  Sad/Coan.RTC.  DSO.  MC 

JEANS  S.D.m/Lt  BAP  MC 

JESSCP  F.P.  Cpl. Beds  E  Herts  Ragiment 

JUNES  B.  Military  Medal  Lyra  Infantry. 

LOUI  8. A.  Kings  Cvn  ibyal  Lancs  Begt.7  years 

servlca 

LUTOtAN  JCEMSON  B.V.C.  Captain  Indian  Cavalry. 


Northern  France. 


Come  1943,  vs  wore  again  together  in 


POLITICAL  PRISONERS  OF  CAMP  X 


and  Interned. 


Ills  death  spared  him  a  future  family 
tragedy, for  his  brother's  wife, who  was 
also  a  Blackshirt , his  young  child,  his 
father, mother, uncle  and  aunt,  were  all 
killed  in  the  bombing  of  Belfast. 

The  authorties  were  lenient.  Brother 
Prank  was  allowed  out  of  Ascot  Concent- 
t  ration  _C25E  for  the  funeral. 

IN  HANDCUFFS. 

BASIL  OTT.T. 


SOT. PILOT  BASIL  GILL,  RAP  VS,  Leeds  BU, 


BILL  AUSTIN 

A  comrade- present  at  his  death 
tells  the  6tory. 

at  Qreat  Scotland 


After  attacking  the  air  defences  of 
CHERBOURG-HAUPERTUS .  the  6  Blenheims 
attacked  two  German  convoys  off  QRAVE- 
LINES  and  CALAIS. sinking  an  "£"  Boat 
and  damaging  further  vosaels. 

Lionel  was  last  seen  diving  into  the 
sea  with  starboard  engine  on  fire  aft¬ 
er  flying  low  over  an  escorting  dest¬ 
royer. 

Blackshirt  family 

One  of  a  family  of  very  active  Black¬ 
shirts. his  brother  ANDREW, a  Pilot  Off¬ 
icer  In  RAP, was  killed  in  a  flying  acc¬ 
ident  in  1937. Hie  father  was  a  member, 
as  was  his  sister  MARJORY. active  in  BU 
Womens  Fencing,  and  who  married  Harley 
Street  surgeon  Dr.  A.M. A. Moore, who  was 
active  in  BU  medical  circles. 


North  Africa,  but  it  was  to  be  for  the 
last  time  for  MU  was  killed  in  Tunic. 
We  had  taken  up  a  position  and  knew  the 
Battle  was  nearly  at  an  end.  But  a 
Jerry  artillery  unit  in  the  hills  was 
determined  to  use  up  all  its  ammunition 
before  spiking  its  guns  and  currender- 
ing,a  good  soldiering  duty.  So  we  were 
getting  everything  1  Solid  6hot,  high 
explosive,  just  aa  it  came.  All  we  had 
to  do  was  to  Bit  tight  and  wait  for  the 
storm  to  blow  over.  I  sat  in  my  slit 
trench  and  read  a  book  between  nagging 
whose  turn  lt  was  to  'brew  up'.  Poor 
old  Austin  decided  it  would  be  better 
to  find  a "better  'ole'"  after  a  nearly 
spent  solid  shot  had  removed  his  pack 


from  his  Portoe. 

A  splinter  caught  him  whilst 


WILLIAMS  W.C.  R/W  Kents. lGyrs  active  service 
(and  two  eons  detained) 

WOODS  J.H-  Capt.  03  E.  R/'.elsh  Fusiliers 
WNTaR  T7a . Sgt . 78thCanadl an  Btn.  2  Medals 
WINN  John  Lt. Royal  P. Corps.  RVH.4yrs  service 


Lord  Denning  on  Freed 


^4 


* in  the  year  1215  on  the  mead¬ 
ow  which  la  called  Runnymede.. 
there  was  sealed  Magna  Carta, 
the  Great  Charter, which  found¬ 
ed  the  rule  of  law,  ....  These 
ensure  the  freedom  of  every 
law-abiding  citizen  to  think 
what  he  will,  to  say  what  he 
will,  and  to  go  where  he  will 
without  let  or  hindrance* 

Sunday  Tel, graph  Hagnnlne  B  February  1967 
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WITH  TONGUE  IN  CHEEK  'ME  LUD'? 
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BRITISH  UNION’S  CHALLENGE 


■ 


Mosteygate  1940 


rdon  Bee 


JEN  BRITISH  UNION  Indus t- 
rial  Advisor.  P.G.  Taylor 


voluntarily  confessed _ _ 

OS WALL  MOSLEY  that  he  was  an 
Ml^'mole',  he  proved  it  by 
relating  his  knowledge  of  an 
occasion  when  OH  had  carried 
out  a  highly  secret  mission 
for  the  1930  Labour  Government 
about  which  only  a  Security 
would  have  known.  OH  told 
him, with  a  smile,  to  continue 
with  his  BU  work,  but  added  " We 
will  observe  your  methods 
with  interestl" 

This  was  hardly  the  reaction  of 
a  can  obsessed  with  counter¬ 
espionage.  OH  always  insisted  on 
"keeping  the  law  until  we  can 
change  it".  He  had  nothing  to 
hide  so  nothing  to  fear.  His 
beaused  tolerance  of  "narks" 
served  a  purpose:  when  they  failed 
to  find  any  hint  of  illegality  it 
reflected  favourably  on  BU. 

This  1s  not  the  belief  of  Richard 
Thurlov  in  his  new  book  'Fasciae  in 
Britain'  (Blackwell, £16).  He  admits  no 
evidence  was  ever  found  to  show  BU  ever 
ever  sanctioned  illegal  acta,  despite 
intimidation  by  HI5  during  interrogat¬ 
ion.  But  he  describes  OH  so  obsessed 
with  counter-espionage  that  it  int¬ 
erfered  "with  running  an  efficient  org¬ 
anisation".  In  fact,  the  point  Is  made 
seven  times  in  his  book. 

He  has  possible  delved  further  into 
the  Hoeley  Pape re  at  the  Public  Records 
Office  than  anybody  else,  and  come  up 
with  sone  interesting  facts.  After  the 
was  was  declared.  OH  attended  a  number 
of  meetings  with  other  British  anti¬ 
war  groups  to  see  if  efforts  could  be 
co-ordinated.  One  of  his  contacts  was 
Archibald  Hangar. M?.  who  was  involved 
in  the  Tyler  Kent  affair.  Kent  had  re¬ 
moved  secret  ciphers  between  Roosevelt 
and  Churchill  from  the  US  embassy. 
3i*se  snowed  that  while  Roosevelt  was 
fighting  the  US  election  as  an  isolat¬ 
ionist,  he  was  secretly  negotiating 
with  Ch urchin  to  bring  the  United 
States  into  the  war. 

MI5  learned  of  the  Raasay/Xent  affair 
and  both  were  arrested.  Hmrlow  cones 
to  the  remarkable  conclualon  that  HI5 
wrongly  thought  that  CH  was  involved 
and  led  to  his  internment,  although  he 
shows  elsewhere  that  HI5  had  penetrated 
the  Hosley/Raasay  aeetlnpn  and  that  CH 
only  learned  about  the  Kent  affair  when 


in _ Brixton  Prison,  and  that  Cabinet 


mlnutee  noted  that  Ramsa 


atlona  with  OH  on  another  matter. 


I  find  this  the  least  convincing  nr— 


a  molehill 


Internment •• the  real  reason 


One  os  tne  real  reasons 
internment  la  found  elsewhere  i 


uaa  considerable  support  for  » 
negotiated  peace  with  Hitler  during  the 
Phoney  war  period."  eventually  war- 
uearlness  eight  have  led  the  people  to 
turn  towards  OO'i  policy  of  Peace  with 
Honour  end  Espire  Intact  The  Book  also 

States  "Mrt.1..1.  -t.f.  WN.r  ttim  f—.--. 


. .  -tj  miw  nimiiTH 

HBfcgiii  ■■in  — 
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Churchill  also  tacly  needed  a  cheap 
victory  against  fasclss  And  sore  than 
one  delegate  to  the  la tour  Party  19*0 
Conference  has  ncted  that  CM's 
lapr isc ment  was  a  resuirement  cf  t.teir 
entering  the  Uartiae  Coalition 
Coverneent  They  had  never  fergiver.  OM 
for  rejecting  International  Socialism  in 
favour  cf  Sritish  Socialite 

The  book  also  onters  the  srea  of 
•eabersnip  speculation  that  seees  to 
fascinate  researchers  Skidelsky 

thought  s  late  thirties  pesk  of  -0.000 
Thurlou  agrees  ulth  another  writer  that 
20  to  25,000  is  aore  likely.  The  real 
BU  membership  figures  wart  never  meant 
to  be  made  public  and  those  uho  know 
must  respect  the  Leader's  wishes 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  true  figures 
would  astound  and  confound  these 
speculators  with  their  calculators . 

'Moslevgate'-  35  years  before 


1  Moo ley gate '-  35 
•Watergate' 


of  Bichard 
attention  he 


evidence  that  goes  on  to  this _ gay  He 

seems  to  have  discovered  independently 
from  COMRADE  researchers  that  all  but  a 
handful  of  the  750  168  detainee  personal 
files  have  been  officially  ~lcst~.  Many 
other  BU  files  resain  closed  too  The 
reasons  for  this  "probably  relate  to  un¬ 


being  Cpvered-up.*  Details  are  also 
given  of  the  "Sestapo"  methods  used  on 
BU  detainees  at  the  Latchmere  House 
Concentration  Cssp  near  Richmond  Park 
under  its  sadistic  haif-Sersan 
Commandant . 

BUF  -  'patriotic  Englishmen ' 

Richard  Thurlou  is  highly  critical  cf 
very  many  aspects  of  British  Union  and 
Oswald  Mosley,  However,  he  believes 
that  one  "can  accept  at  face  value  the 
genuine  political  idealise,  even  if  It 
was  naive.  of  some  whe  supported  Mcsley 
in  the  1930s  Most  Fascists  were  also 
patriotic  Englishmen."  "Many  sealers  of 
the  BUF  performed  valient  service  fer 
Britain's  armed  forte*  during  the  war  " 
Mcsley  "devoted  fllM  lift  19  PPlitlSB  CgF 


ignoble  aims  .here  are.  however,  s 

few  factual  eistakes  utilise  Joyce  did 
not  resign  from  BU  He  -as  espalier  A 
letter  sent  by  Joyce  at  the  time  to 
every  BU  branch  and  a  response  from  NHS 
safe  this  clear  C*,  .never  inritei  Colin 
Jordan  to  beccee  A  National  Crgsmser  cf 
Union  Movement  in  1962 

Our  future  from  the  past 


THE  EMERGING 
TRUTH 


British  Union  on  the  a  arch 


Kim- 


"far  from  Ignoble  aims" . 

. Richard  Thurlov 

CHANGING  ATTITUDES 

Historians  and  the  BUF 

pBy  PETER  MABCt| 

THE  obvious  first  duty  of  a  histo¬ 
rian  is  to  discover  the  facte. 
Yet  until  Professor  Sld.de Is ky  pro- 
uced  him  1973  biography  of  Mosley, 
historians  were  content  to  repeat 
ad  nauseua  glaring  untruths  that 
could  have  been  nailed  by  an  in¬ 
telligent  14-year-old.  I  was  re¬ 
minded  of  this  when  I  read,  yet 
again, in  a  recently  published  ref¬ 
erence  book  that  after  the  "Battle 
of  Cable  Street",  the  BUF  lost  all 
support  in  the  Baat  aid. 

Skidelsky's  intellectually 

honest  book  proved  to  be  i  crucial 
turning  point.  In  the  dozen  years 
since  it  was  published  a  dramatic 
change  has  taken  place  in  the 
attitude  of  historians  towards  the 
BUT. 

Just  how  much  judgments  have  alteroc 
can  be  seen  from  the  following  extract* 
from  Stephen  Cullan's  lengthy  article  it 
the  latest  issue  of  the  "Journal  of  Con¬ 
temporary  History";  "The  Development  ol 
the  Idean  and  Policy  of  the  British  Uni  or 
of  Fascists,  1932-40". 


•  Cullan  begins  him  article  bv  point;-* 

out  that  until  Neill  Nugent 'a  enalymta 
was  published  In  1977  in  The  British 
Right _  the  BLF's  ideas  and  policy  na: 
been  alecs t  totally  ignored:  "Nugent 
divided  the  various  elements  of  SlF 
thought  Into  five  sections,  namely  ..‘.e 
apeechem  and  wr  tings  of  Mcsley.  the 
contributions  of  the  "inner  eo re"  of  the 
BUF  i  hierarchy .  the  periodic 

publications  of  the  acvesent.  the 
speeches  and  writings  of  the  lesser 
leaders  of  the  eoveser.t.  and.  finally 

■all  other  pronouncements" 

•  "The  BUF's  appeals  to  Its  seaber* 
tended  less  to  rhetorical  flsabcyance 
and  acre  to  solid  British  patriotism  and 

_ Page 

are  laid  waste  bv  the  failure  of 
■ult lroclnm .  So  we  ask:  Where  are 
the  sen  and  uosefl.  seeking 
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the  cosing  brotherho 


European.  I  stretch  out 


cos oanions  . _ Together  “e  uu 


ue  wil 
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build  a 


of  which  sen  have  dreased". 

In  these  uncompromising  hut  emotive 
teres  Oswald  Mrs  ley  spoke  of  his  faith 
in  European  Union  uhen  caking  a 


{  page  4  Changing  Attitudes 

the  virtues  of  the  "team-spirit".  In 
this  the  BUF  placed  itself  firmly  within 
the  traditional  aould  of  British 
Politics.  eschewing  the 
pseudophilosophie  and  romantic  tone  of 
continental  fascism  for  repeated  appeals 
to  established  British  values  and 
beliefs" . 

•  "The  BUF's  plans  did  not  stop  at  an 
economic  revival  of  Britain:  rather  the 
goal  was  the  creation  of  a  new  fascist 
■an.  His  creation  was  to  be  the  task  of 
the  eoveaent  in  power,  and  he  would 
embody  the  fascist  virtues  of  duty, 
order.  hierarchy,  loyalty,  and  the 
soralitv  of  the  Spartan's". 


In  this  the 
portrayed  as 
of  the  war’s 


recording  "Hose 
released  as  a  12  i 
1450.  Cospared 
Union  sound  releas 
Union  Movement 
recordings,  thanks 
of  a  "Sound  Mirror 
mubsequent  "Srundi 
the  height  of  the 
was  possible  to  ed 
the  L’ilmot  Street 
memorable  and  pass 
a  10  inch  ?e  R.P  M 


and  Foreign  Pcllcy" 
nch  78  K  PM  disc  in 
with  the  few  British 
si.  Mosley’s  post-war 
is  well  served  bv. 
to  the  early  donatic.i 
”  tape  recorder  and  a 
g"  model .  In  1456  at 
Hungarian  uprising  it 
lit  from  his  speech  at 
Schocl ,  Bethnal  Green, 
lonate  highlighta  onto 
I.  release  "Wle  talk 


•  "The  BUF  saw  itself  as  embodying  all 
the  essentially  British  virtues  of  the 
past,  whilst  at  the  same  tine  holding 
all  the  necessary  virtues  for  a  truly 
"scientific’’  and  modern  future”. 

4  Cullen  stresses  that  the  influence  of 
the  BUF's  many  ex-servicemen  was 
"drastically  different"  from  that  of  its 
European  counterparts .  and  the  "The 
peculiarly  "pacif istie”  nature  of  the 
BUF  is  an  element  of  the  movement's 
Ideology  that  has  been  little 
considered 

•  "Young  men  and  women  joined  the  BUF 
in  order  to  identify  with  the  patriotic 
sacrifices  of  the  war  generation,  and 
help  them  fight  for  material 
recognition.  Indeed,  the  sacrifice  of 
the  war  generation  was  a  constant  theme 
in  the  BUF's  propaganda.  In  this  the 
aovement  was.  in  effect,  portrayed  as 
the  resurrected  spirit  of  the  war's 
fallen”. 

•  Contrasting  the  BUF's  attitude  with 
that  of  the  continental  fascists.  Cullen 
says:  "  the  glorification  of  war  and 
violence  was  not  to  be  found  amongst  the 
ideas  of  the  BUF.  It  is  true  that  the 
movement  valued  the  comradeship.  self- 
sacrifice  and  loyalty  that  the  mutual 
suffering  of  war  is  generally  believed 
to  breed,  but  war  itself  was  seen  as  the 
result  of  economic  and  political  chaos, 
an  evil  to  be  avoided  if  at  all 
possible.  Mosley  himself  believed  that 
the  Great  War  was  primarily  a  result  of 
unregulated  and  anarchic  competition  for 
markets” . 

•  "Defence  was  a  vital  interest  cf  the 
BUF  It  was  the  British  ex- 
serviceman’s  outlook  that  dominated 
British  fascism's  approach  to  the 
questions  of  peace  and  war  Fascism  was 
designed.  in  their  eyes.  to  save  the 
youth  of  Britain  from  another  conflict 
like  the  Great  War”, 

•  "By  1938.  and  with  the  publication  of 
Tomorrow  We  Live.  the  international 
financiers  were  identified  as  playing  a 
central  part  in  the  economic  decline  of 
Britain  and  its  Empire.  'Financial 
democracy"  had  become  the  chief  enemy  of 


For  the  packed  East  London  audience 
on  that  cold,  damp  November  evening  it 
is  acknowledged  in  hindsight  that  this 
was  perhaps  the  greatest  speech  Mosley 
ever  mad*  ir.  the  history  of  Union  Move¬ 
ment.  Within  days  the  first  release  was 
sold  out.  at  least  two  further  orders 
were  placed  for  pressings  to  meet  the 
unprecedented  demand.  Even  a  test  L.F. 
record  was  made  but  not  released.  Much 
of  its  success  oust  be  accounted  by  the 
on  site  recording  instead  of  an 
acousticly  correct  but  dead  sound 
studio. 

'The  Voice  they  cannot 
Silence ' 

By  this  time  long  playing  records 
were  becoming  generally  available  giving 
over  thirty  minutes  playing  time  instead 
of  the  previous  constrictive  maximum  of 
four  minutes  per  side.  In  February  1957 
two  12  inch  L.P.’s  were  released  of 
Mosley's  Finsbury  Town  Hall  meeting. 
These  are  now  thought  to  be  the  first 
political  speeches  ever  released  in 
extended  form.  Its  success  led  to  the 
release  of  a  10  inch  L  P.  "A  Statement 
of  Policy"  made  in  June  the  same  year. 
From  this  point  on  nearly  all  of 
Mosley's  public  speeches  were  recorded. 


The  public  address  van  supplied  by  Sound 
Transmission  which  toured  vl th  Kosley’a 
inaugural  speech  recorded  at  the  first 
Union  Movement  Conference. The  disc  of  thia 
important  speech  cannot  now  be  found. _ 

Britain,  and  the  emphasis  was  clearly 
upon  the  role  of  the  international 
capitalists  who  had  brought  down  the 
only  two  governments  which  had  looked  as 
If  they  might  oppose  them  .  .  .". 

•  Cullen  rightly  states  that:  "  the 

roots  of  Mosley's  fascism  say  be  found, 
as  Nugent  argues.  in  the  writings  of 
Britons  like  Robert  Elatchford  and 
Joseph  chamberlain"  and  that  "there  are 
certain  similarities  between  the  BUF's 
policies  and  Blatchford's  ideas.  that 
are  too  great  for  sere  coincidence. 


Blatchford  '  a _ Merrle _ England 

socialists  joined  the  BUF.  but  he 
is  probably  unaware  that  Beveral 
of  Blatchford ' s  cun  relatives  were 
among  them  , _ It  is  generally 


including  street  meetings  during  the 
1454  North  Kensington  election.  By 
140*.  L.F  releases  were  proving  cf 
great  worth  in  facing  up  to  tne 
increasing  reluctance  of  politically 
motivated  councils  to  rent  halls,  the 
one  hincuratle  exception  being 
Kensington  where  on  16th  November  14c» 
it  was  possible  to  record  and  later 
release  an  L  F .  "The  Voice  they  Cannot 
Silence". _ 

Rhodesian  Crisis  release 

During  the  Rhodetian  crisis  two  *5 
R  P  M.  discs  were  of  Hcs2ey’s  view 

of  events.  The  targeting  was  limited 
and  proved  to  be  the  last  discs  to  t-e 
released.  Considerable  capital  was 
always  necessary  to  produce  these 
records .  The  aoney  often  cosing  froit 
generous  syepathi sen  .  The  uncertainty 
lay  in  calculating  desana  A  large 
single  order  for  pressings  sight  be 
reasonably  cheap  but  could  have  left  the 
Movement  with  a  pile  of  unsold  copies 
With  the  introduction  of  cassette  tapes 
the  production  can  now  easily  be  catched 
to  deirand.  The  post-war  Mcsley  sound 
inheritance  is  secure.  But  even  with 
the  increased  awareness  of  the 
historical  i®portance  of  Mosley's  vcica 
soee  recordings  cannot  be  traced. 

'Pageant  of  the  Drum1  loss 

The  founding  speech  of  Union  Movement 
at  Wilfred  Street  School  Victoria.  7th 
February  1948  is  the  most  tragic  loss 
The  entire  speech  and  the  subsequent  12 
inch  78  R.P.M.  release  has  vanished, 
together  with  "Pageant  of  the  Drum". 
Lloyd  Park.  Walthamstow,  and  a  New  Year 
message  from  1950.  Wanstead  1951  and  a 
May  day  message  from  1952  are  also 
missing.  Let  uhat  remains  such  as  the 
recording  released  13th  September  1950. 
inspire  this  and  future  generations  to 
acknowledge  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  as  the 

founding  father  of  Europe  a  Nation. _ 

"Brother  Europeans,  enter  the 
ranks  of  our  movement  and  begin 
thia  great  service.  You  will  find 
■en  and  woaen  who  have  given  all 


for  this 
abuse,  i 


Who  have  suffered 
laprisorument .  Who 


have  dedicated  lives 


u  belong  to  the  best  of  the 
itish.  Come  to  our  brotherhood 
d _ strive  for  the  cosine 


and _ strive  for  the  cosine 

vjciary*'. _ -  - 

•¥•  LATE  NEWS->P  18B  FILES 

AN  old  comrade.  Interned  18B, and  whose 
record  of  activity  in  BU  was  such  as 
to  believe  that  his  personal  file  vould 
be  of  some  interest  to  historians,  has 
been  informed  by  the  Home  Office,  after 
e  personal  request, that  his  file  has 
been  'destroyed  as  It  was  not  of  hist¬ 
orical  interest.' 

There  are  over  a  hundred  names  in  this 
Issue  of  Comrade-the  servicemen  and  the 
wen  at  Cano  X.  Four  of  these  have  files 
on  view  et  the  Public  Records  Office. 

Presumably,  the  rest  have  also  been 
destroyed.  'Not  of  historical  interest^ 
WHO  do'  THEY  THINK  THEY’HE  TOOTING? 


forgotten 
witnessed 
extinction 
for  52  year 
Clarion,  dy 
of  921 

Members 

uholehearte 

Blatchford' 


that  Blatchford 
the  birth  and  forcible 
of  the  BUF:  he  lived 
»  after  he  founded  the 
ing  in  1943.  at  the  age 


Members  of  the  BUF  would 
wholeheartedly  agree  with  Robert 
Blatchford’s  statement  in  "Britain 
For  The  British"  that:  “Today  the 
British  race  is  deteriorating,  and 
the  nation  is  in  danger  because  of 
the  greed  of  money-seekers  and  the 
folly  of  rulers  and  of  those  who 
claia  to  teach". 

0 Stephan  Call*" 
la  »  reaearcb  atudaat  at  Naffield  College, 
Oxford,  working  on  th*  BUF 


COMRADE 


6 


SOUTH  AFRICA  la  .just  about  as  diff¬ 
erent  from  the  country  we  read  ab¬ 
out  in  the  newspapers  as  OH  was 
different  from  descriptions  of  him 
by  the  same  sort  of  .journalists. 

It  ia  not  only  a  beautiful  country, 
especially  the  Cape,  but  has  a  perfect 
climate,  and  an  air  of  (treat  prosperity. 
It  calls  itself  "a  world  in  one  conn  try11, 
and  that  may  be  one  reason  why  sanctions 
have  so  little  effect. 

I  managed  to  go  to  the  black  town, 
Soweto,  and  spent  several  hours  there, 
seeing  creches,  youth  clubs,  shops, and 
playing  fields,  but  above  all, the  now 
housing. 

Since  I  was  there  more  than  twenty  years 
ago, thousands  of  houses  have  been  built, 
and  they  are  extremely  nice.  No  more  tin 
roofs  -  they  are  now  all  tiled.  We  saw 
one  shanty  town  and  were  told  it  was  to 
be  pulled  down  as  soon  as  a  no.  housing 
estate  is  finished  for  the  inhsbitants 
to  go  to. 

All  this  is  a  wonderful  achievement, 
never  mentioned  in  the  Press.  Soweto  is 
enormous,  twenty  five  square  miles.  In  4 
hours  I  did  not  see  a  single  policeman. 
There  are  many  advertisements  for  vodka 
and  other  drinks.  Drunkenness  is  a  prob¬ 
lem,  and  fuels  violence.  But  neither  there 
nor  in  Johannesburg  or  Cape  Town  did  I 
see  I  see  a  single  person, black  or  white, 
who  looked  poor,  badly  dressed,  or  ill- 
fed. 

This  must  be  unique  in  Africa.  Petty 
apartheid  has  gone,  so  have  the  Paaa 
Laws. There  were  as  many  black  clienta  as 
white  in  my  hotel. 

Of  courae  there  are  very  serious  prob¬ 
lems, but  in  spite  of  sanctions  and  tire¬ 
some  bishops  who  love  publicity,  I  came 
away  with  a  feeling  of  cautious  optimism. 

lifn  JtlemoriamI 

"Hark!  the  sound  of  many  voices, 
Eohoea  through  the  vale  of  ages" 

BOWMAN.  William  James:  Platting  District 
Manchester  British  Union:  July  1939 
CAMPBELL.  James  H....  Manchester  British 
Union  ond  Unj  or  M.o"“-er.t:  Maw  10SR 
COLE,  Captain  T.F.  .one  of  first  officers 
of  Burgess  Hill, Sussex,  British  Union 
Died  Kay  1939 

HUDSON,  Comdr  C.E.  0BE.RD.5NR  Rtd. (Dist¬ 
rict  Leader  Bognor  British  Union:  det¬ 
ained  lfiB  1940:  CBmp  Leader  at  Huyton: 
Died  June  1948  as  result  of  ill  health 
iniated  In  internment. 

MITFORD,  Unity:  sister  of  Lady  Mosley: 

■Di^d-2«Ma7l948 

MQSLET,  Maude  Lady (mother  and  loyal  sup¬ 
porter  of  Oswald  Mosley:Head  of  women's 

organisation  in  early  days  of  British 

Union.  Died  20  June  1948 

TEMPLE  COTTON,  Rafe . British  Union 

Regional  Inspector, Devon:  Parliamentary 
Candidate  for  Exeter:  Interned  June  1940 
Died  June  18  1985 

THCMSON,  Palmer. Aylesbury  Branch  Brl tlsh 
Union:  in  poor  health  when  arrested  1<53 
and  had  to  be  helped  by  members  on  to 
train  to  Liverpool:  spent  a  short  time 
in  hospital  at  Walton  J  11  where  he  died 
June  1940 


May/June  1987 


British  Union  Day 


MAY  DAY  BUFFET  SUPPER 

On  Saturday  Mny  2nd , almos t  forty- 
aeven  years  after  the  wartime  bann¬ 
ing  of  BRITISH  UNION,  friends  of 
MOSLEY  gathered  in  London  to  rememb¬ 
er  BRITISH  UNION  Day 

Present  were  ex-District  Leaders 
from  North  and  South  London,  form¬ 
er  officials  from  town  and  country 
districts,  Branch  Organisers  from 
the  post-war  struggle,  sons  and 
daughters  of  Blackshirts,  and  the 
rank  and  file  members  who  were  al¬ 
ways  the  Movement's  greatest 
strength. They  were  joined  by  those 
too  young  ever  to  have  heard  the 
Leader  speak  but  sharing  an  admi¬ 
ration  for  the  ideas  and  example  of 
OSWALD  MOSLEY  that  transcends  time 
and  generation.  Many  more  were 
there  In  spirit  that  evening  as  the 
messages  from  absent  friends  read 
by  John  Christian  clearly  told. 

He  began  by  speaking  of  the  fellowship 
and  research  work  now  being  carried  out 
by  the  Friends  of  O.M.  and  Comrade.  They 
were  drawing  together  the  forces  of  the 
Mosley  Movement  dispersed  by  time, and  re¬ 
cording  the  real  events  behind  a  unique 
chapter  in  the  British  story.  These  were 
the  men  and  women  who  a  recent  author  had 
described  as  joining  in  a  'Mutiny  against 
Destiny' . 

"We  young  Blackshirts  of  the  30 'a  knew 
wo  were  locked  in  a  challenge  to  destiny 
in  a  fight  which  we  might  not  win.  History 
shows  that  once  a  great  Bnplre  begins  to 
decline. the  descent  becomes  unstoppable. 
Spanish.  Roman. Egyptian,  Greek.  They  all 
went  -  'not  for  a  little,  but  for  all 
time’ 

Above  the  ferocity  of  the  battle  with 
the  forces  of  Hob  and  Money  that  raged 
against  us, this  was  our  ultimate  rallying 
call,  and  it  may  not  yet  be  too  late.  To 
Britain  we  remain  true". 

Messages  from  absent  friends  followed, 
Including  Lady  Mosley’s  to  'My  dear  old 
friends  and  comrades'  wishing  a  very  hap¬ 
py  party, and  'hoping  to  see  you  all  in 
November' . 

The  last  word  from  absent  friends  was 
inevitably  the  most  moving. In  total  sil¬ 
ence  that  fesiillar  but  unexpected  voice 
arriving  from  the  back  of  the  room:  "My 
Brother  Blackshirts..,".  From  the  disc 
made  by  CM  in  1938,  four  words  from  this 
eloquent  appeal  seemed  to  have  a  epecial 
meaning  for  the  evening.  "The  power  to 
to  endure".  We  had  endured  J 

The  next  speaker,  ROBERT  SAUNDERS  QBE, 
a  leading  authority  on  agriculture  and  a 
pre-  and  post  war  organiser  far  the  Move¬ 
ment  in  Wessex,  commended  COMRADE 1 g  work 
in  recording  the  history  of  British  Union 
and  Union  Movement, but  its  greatest  val¬ 
ue  would  be  to  provide  inspiration  from 
the  past  for  great  achievement  in  the  fut¬ 
ure. 

He  ended  with  a  passionately  -  voiced 
condemnation  of  the  politicians  who  were 
responsible  for  the  present  state  of 
Britain.  The  same  as  described  by  CM  as 
the  'Will  to  Com Tort'  and  'Will  to  Power' 
types  who  must  be  superceded  by  the  '  Will 
to  Achievement'  men. 

HBTTISH  UNION  DAT  was  originally  pro¬ 
claimed  as  a  Springtime  rebirth  of  the 
national  spirit. 

Thisjrear_was_no_excegtion. 


FRIENDS' IN  THE  NORTH 


THREE  old  comrades  are  hoping  to 
meet  for  the  first  time  about  30 
years  when  FRIPtDS  of  CM  go  North 
for  an  Afternoon  Buffet  on  Sunday 
14th  June. 

Old  Blackshirts  JOHN  CHARNLEY  of 


Southport , LESLIE  QRUNDY  of  Hudders¬ 
field,  and  WILLIAM  WOOD 
of  Leeds, have  remained 
loyal  friends  of  OM 
through  long  years  of 
vicissitude. 


18b  Trio 

All  political  pris¬ 
oners  under  the  infara- 


John 

Charnley 

1949 


ous  wartime  l8B  Regulations, wheel¬ 
chair  bound  John, 7&,  one  of  four 
Blackshirt  brothers,  was  British 
Union  District  Leader  for  Hull, and 
County  Propaganda  Officer  for  York¬ 
shire.  Leslie, 82,  was  District  In¬ 
spector  for  Huddersfield, and  Bill, 
76, District  Leader  for  Leeds  North. 


A  day  to  be  remembered 


Friends  of  O.M. 

AFTERNOON  BUFFET 


In  the 

NORTH 


Sunday  l4th.  June  1987 


* 


O.M  ^ 

snes  to 


FRIENDS  of 
send  Best  Wisl 
LADY  MOSLEY 

on  her  Birthday , June  17th. 


‘Our  conscience  is  clear.  Be 

calm  and  be  determined^ _ Be 

loyal.  Be  true  Briton^*. 


The  last  words  from  BRITISH 
UNION 

Action  222,6th  June  194-0 


WANTED 


WANTED  FOR  CASH:  Items  related  to  the 

political  and  personal  life  of  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley.  Also  sought  ia  material  on  the 
New  Party,  British  Union  of  Fascists, and 
Union  Movement.  Box  CIO  I 

101, Orwell  Court, Pownall  Road, London, E8. 


Published  for  PRI&iLS  of  O.M.  bv  John  Chriatian.lCl.Gr.ell  Court, Powp.a  11  Road, London, E.P 


942: [from  left)  Gannon,  Windsor 
Bunting,  Ham ley,  Cunningham,  Rev. Tate 
,  State-Gardner ,and  Brocklebank. 


NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  FRIENDS  OF  O.M. 


NoB  AUGUST/ SEPTEMBER  1987 


“THE|f 

told  in  a 


Blackshirts  have  carried  on  a  long  1  trench- 


uieuc  ooserver  in  i»j^.  -  It  is  the  unknown 


wrote  a  s' 


Blackshirt  - 


his  time  and  leisure/  his  brains  and 


his  muscle, to  the  day-to-da; 


le  -  who  has  in  12 


short  months  succeeded  in  buili 


what  is  already  a 


formidable  and  .  independant  movement  of  the  manhood  of 


Britain” . 

He  did  not  know  of  the  sacrifices  they  were  to  make  in 
the  years  ahead.  Of  the  war  which  after  giving  their  all 
to  prevent,  killed  them  in  action  in  large  numbers 
as  they  obeyed  the  call  of  duty,  while  behind  their 
backs,  the  corrupt  politicians  who  had  blundered  into  an 
unnecessary  war  were  in  their  panic  and  vindictiveness 
sweeping  hundreds  of  other  Blackshirts  into  prisons  and 
concentration  camps  without  charge  or  trial ,  on  the  lying 
allegation  that  they  were  potential  traitors. _ _ 

We  shall  not  forget  them 


HOW  THEY  DIED 


RAF  INVADES  CAMPX 


COMRADE  lives  for  them  and 


RAF  Squadron  Wellingtons  attacking 
German  warships  GNEISENAU  and  SCHAKN- 
HORST  at  Brunsbuttel  on  September  4 
1939.  From  the  watercolour  by  Jon? 
Bates,  1940. 

Discovered  in  a  bric-a-brac  shop  in 
London  in  the  i96o's,  the  painting, and 
the  operation  was  the  subject  of  a 
letter  by  the  finder  to  the  East  Ang¬ 
lian  Daily  Times  shortly  after 
after  OCMRADE  gave  the  first  full 
story  of  the  historical  operation  a 
year  ago. 

COMRADE  has  since  (insured,  by 
a  letter  in  that  paper,  which  circul¬ 
ates  in  the  area  where  the  Squadron 
was  based,  that  the  sacrifice  and 
honour  of  Mosley's  young  men  was  made 
known  to  its  readers,  sane  of  whom 
might  rrow  understand,  that  for 
those  who  marched  with  Mosley  in  the 
1930 's,  'when  all  lesser  things 
were  gone' .  i 

Patriotism  WAS  Enough.  2^ 


•Smuggled  out  of  Peel  Camp  1942  by 
****  ■  says  the  fading  pencil  on  this 
photograph  supplied  by  a  former 
British  Onion  District  Leader  who  must 
remain  anonymous . 

"I  was  determined  to  see  one  of  my 


Branch  officers 


to  tell  their  sto: 


Blackshirts-those  two 


tential  traitors 1 -the  first 


to  die  in  action  in  THEIR  war 


liticians  war. 


the 


WE  WILL  NEVER  LET  THEM  FORGET 


ice  were  by  then  in  charge  and 
offered  no  opposition  to  my  uninvited 
visit. I  don't  knew  who  took  the  pict- 


ust  asked  to 


MOSLEY’S 
BLACKSHIRTS 


we  highlight  those 


The  First  to  Die  in  Action  in  the  War 
They  had  Tried  to  Prevent 


3RCCKIH3  G.T:  Aircraftman  2nd  Class 
546065,  age  22,  and  20  yr  old 
DA?  X.G:  Aircraftman  2nd  Class 
549741,  both  of  RAF  9  Squadron: 
shot  dewn  in  Wellington  L4275  when 
when  tombing  German  battleships  at 
Brunsbuttel, Xeil  Canal,  on  Sept 
4  1939,  the  second  day  of  the  War. 
Both  ware  members  of  British  Union 
and  wore  ground  crew  who  had  vol¬ 
unteered  as  air  gunners.  Ken  Day 
was  the  First  Official  Casualty  of 
the  war,  and  George  Brooking  the 
Sixth  in  the  First  Casualty  list. 
The  War  Cabinet  sent  its  congrat¬ 
ulations  to  the  Squadron. 

THE  FIRST  OF  MOSLCT'a  YCUNG  HST  TO  DIE 
AND  THE  FIRST  FOR  BRITAIN  -  RIGHT  OR 
WRCNG.  FOR  THEM.  A  GREATER  SACRIFICE. 
AND  A  GREATER  GLORY. 


MOSLEY’S 

BLACKSHIRTS 


2 


COMRADE 


August/September  I987 


HOW  THEY  DIED 


Brunsbuttel 
raid 

*-  Mr.  Chrluopher 
«t'»  very  accurate  nory 
if  the  RAF  No.9  Squadroa'i 
on  (he  Ocrmso  war- 
fblpi  Ooelienau  and 
nhortt  al  Brunt  but  tel 
com  their  Honingtoo  bate  on 

Ibe  tecond  day  of  the  lait  war 
East  Anglian  Daily  Times  ,  doet 
©quire  a  (light  amendment 
for  historical  accuracy. 

“The  Wellington  "B" 
light  vie  of  3,  led  by  Flight 
itenant  I.  P.  Grant  did 
Survive  the  heavy  flak, 
tlimbing  into  heavy  cloud  to 
ike  their  escape,  but  "A" 
light,  led  by  Squadron 
Leader  L.  S.  Lamb  were  less 
fortunate.  They  were 
ittacked  by  nine 
iesserschmitt  fighters 
Tambled  out  of  the 
jftwaffe  Nordholz  base, 
(forcing  the  Squadron  Leader 
jettison  his  bombs  and 
ape  into  cloud.  Of  the 
other  two  Wellington's  one 
vas  shot  down  by  AA  fire, 

tind  the  other  by  Pilot  Ser¬ 
jeant  Alfred  Held  of 
I1/JG77.  in  what  was 
rlaimed  the  first  Luftwaffe 
toty  of  the  war  jg 


r"V*RAjT 


leader 


Lamb  was  decorated  by  HM 


escaped  at 
Bruodtbuttd,  was  killed  In  a 
flying  accident  and  buried  at 
Honingtoo  Church  with  full 
military  honours. 

Ten  RAF  men  I  oat  their 
Uvea  at  Brunsbuttel,  among 
which  were  Aircraftman  2nd 
Clan  K.  Q.  Day.  age  20,  and 
Aircraftman  2nd  Class  G.  T. 
Brocking,  age  22,  ground 
crew  friends  who  had  volun¬ 
teered  for  air  gunners  duties 
and  died  together  in 
Wellington  L427J.  Young 
Day's  body  was  retrieved 
from  the  sea  and  buried  a 
fortnight  later  at  Cuxhaven 
Cemetery,  with  full  military 
honours.  Young  Brocking’s 
body  was  never  found  and  his 
name  i(  inscribed  on  the  Air 
Force  Memorial  at  Runny- 
mede,  one  of  the  20,547 
World  War  II  airman  with  no 
known  grave. 

•  l  have  a  personal  interest  in 
those  two  young  ,  men,  but 
their  story  is  of  some  histori¬ 
cal  importance  and  a  story 
which  even  nearly  50  years 
later  has  been  retained  under 
the  carpet. 

For  Day,  No.  I  and 


Casualty  List  of  the  War, 
were  mem  ben  of  Mosley's 
Blackshirts,  wbo,  although 
politically  opposing  the  war 
for  raasoo  of  hot  being  In  the 
true  Intaraata  of  (be  British* 
people,  had  nevertheless,  In) 
the  age  old  tradition  of  the! 
British,  faithfully  fulfilled# 
their  duty  ooce  war  had  been# 
declared,  and  the  country  put 
In  danger.  It  is  quite  probable1 
that  If  they  had  returned  from 
Brunsbuttel  survived 

further  sorties,  they  would,  a 
few  months  later,  have  prob¬ 
ably  been  detained  as  poten-l 
tial  traitors  like  hundreds  of 
their  Blackshirt  comrades 
and  incarcerated  in  British 
jails  and  concentration^ 
camps  for  years  without  | 
charge  or  trial  on  the  decision^ 
of  Labour  Home  Secretary, 
who  had  been  a  conscientious 
objector  in  the  previous  war 
at  an  age  young  enough  to 
fight. 

It  is  a  long  time  ago,  am 
although  it  has  been  said  that 
truth  is  the  first  casualty  of 
war,  it  must  always  be  in  the 
interests  of  human  society 
that  abberations  of  truth  b 
ultimately  revealed. 

JOHN  CHRISTIAN 


MORE  ON  CAMP  X ..  .May/June  COMRADE 


C . B , CUTHBERT-SM ITH  (I) 

WHAT  a  pleasure  to  see  the  tall,  im¬ 
posing  figure  of  C . B .CUTHBERT-SM1TH 
in  the  picture  of  Political  Prisoners 
of  Canp  X  in  your  last  issue.  Act- 
ually,  his  full  name  vas  CHARLES 
COTHBERT  BAYNES  SMITH.  Although  I  was 
not  bom  until  well  after  the  war 
ended,  I  was  privileged  to  knew  him 
quite  well  in  the  last  three  years  of 
his  life  up  to  1981,  when  he  died 
aged  82. 

Cuthbert  Smith  was  a  fearless  pat¬ 
riot.  He  hailed  from  Oxford  and  was 
cotmiissloned  as  a  Second  Lieutenant 
into  the  Infantry  in  August  1917.  For 
two  years  he  served  in  France  and 
Italy.  In  1939-at  40-he  joined  the 
Army  Supplementary  Reserve  and 
also  applied  to  become  an  A.R.P. 
officer. 

Previously,  in  the  thirties,  he  liad 
taught  at  schools  in  Germany,  and  had 
returned  home  convinced  that  war  must 
be  avoided  at  all  costs.  Ilis  action 
was  to  join  Mosley  and  campaign  for 
peace  in  British  Union.  The  result  ?  - 
his  internment  under  18B. 


Following  his  incarceration, 
Cuthbert  Smith  taught  in  this 
country  -  I  think  at  Douai  -  and  then 
took  "the  path  to  Rome"  by  becoming 
ordained  as  a  priest  at  the  turn  of 
the  'fifties'.  Following  his  retire¬ 
ment  as  a  parish  priest,  he  spent  the 
last  few  years  of  his  life  in  Liss 
Forest,  Hampshire,  at  the  home  of 
Rosine  de  Bouncvialle,  the  Editor  of 
Candour  -  the  journal  founded  by 
A. K. Chesterton. 

Fr. Cuthbert  was  a  refined  and  agree¬ 
able  man,  who  maintained  standards  of 
courtesy  of  the  highest  order.  He 
never  apologised  for  his  'past'  and 
indeed  maintained  a  puckish  qood  hum¬ 
our  in  his  reminiscences,  although  his 
very  natural  humility  caused  him  to 
refrain  from  such  recollections  un¬ 
less  pressed.  I  recall  several  long 
and  fascinating  conversations  with  him 
about  home  and  international  affairs, 
and  he  certainly  kept  troth  with  the 
ideals  of  "the  best  of  the  British". 

CHRISTOPHER  GILBERT 

K.T.DUTTIELD  (2) 


we  have  learned  since  our  last  Issue,  of 
the  death  last  December  of  KEN  DtrTFIELD. 


wmxiWi 


We  were  Retting  everything! 


Solid  shot, high  explosive 


>  Come  1993,  wa  were  again  together 
North  Africa,  but  it  wa a  to  be  for  t) 
1  last 


Sqt.Bill  Austin 


KRRC 


A  FURTHER 


THE  story  on  Bill  Austin:  (Ist.Btn. 


KRRC, and 

British 

Union-killed 

in  action 

Tunis  10 

May  1943.)  A 

very  nice 

tribute  to 

ONE  of  many 

hundreds  of 

thousands 

of  wonderful 

young  men  who  died  needlessly  in  an 

unnecessary 

war  -  AT 

LEAST  ONE  who 

has  not  been  forgotten I . 

We  must  never  forget  that  we  en¬ 
tered  into  war  with  Germany  -  offic¬ 
ially  -  for  the  purpose  of  "Freeing 
Poland  from  tyranny". 

And  what  has  Poland  had  for  the 
last  40  years  or  more?  Freedom? 
If  it  wasn't  so  tragic  it  would  be 
laughable. 

I  have  seen  some  of  the  slaughter 
and  waste  of  War  -  and  whilst  X  have 
never  been  a  pacifist, (I  believe 
that  there  have  been  many  times  when 
one  has  to  defend  oneself  against  an 
aggressor,  and  there  will  be  times 
unfortunately  in  the  future) .  X  know 
that  we  must  never  again  allow  our¬ 
selves  to  be  "conned"  into  a 
war  to  satisfy  the  personal  ambit¬ 
ions  of  ruthless  politicians. 

And  remember.  The  Second  World  War 


did  not  leave 

to 

the  future  a  legacy 

of  peace. 

Since  1945 

,  the  world  has  ex- 

perienced 

140 

different  wars 

and  over 

40 

million  men. 

women  and 

children  have 

died  or  been 

crippled  in  the 

process . 

'RIFLEMAN' 

He  was  one  of  those  old  comrades  of 
whom  we  had  lost  touch, but  whom  we 
were  near  to  making  contact. 

A  pre-war  member  of  Epping  Branch,  Ken 
had  originally  joined  British  Union  at  its 
Berlin  Branch  where  he  was  a  film  script¬ 
writer  with  UFA. 

LEN  WISE  (A, N. OTHER)  (3) 

The  missing  name,  'dubbed'  A. N. Other,  was 
of  course  UH  WISE  whose  handsome  features 
are  well  known  to  the  editor.  The  editor 
therefore  has  a  'red*  facet  He  recalls  the 
face  in  the  picture  well  -  one  of  those 
many  nameless  ones  that  one  met  'knocking' 
around  London  pre-war.  But  it  is  over  40 
years  ago  Lenl 

The  editor  apologises  nevertheless,  and 
make  retribution  by  using  in  a  future  iss¬ 
ue  of  COMRADE,  the  handsome  teenage  grey- 
shirted  figure  of  Len  as  a  Leader  of  the 
Blackshirt  Cadets  ! 


COMRADE 


READING  HIS  BOOK,  "HE  GREATER 
BRITAIN*  in  1933  converted  me  to 
Oswald  Mosley  and  his  cause.  It 
contained  so  much  towards  which 
my  mind  had  been  working  over  two 
or  three  years,  and  in  other  res¬ 
pects  it  crystal ised  my  thinking 
where  it  had  previously  been 
muddled. 

_  It  contained  much  common  sense 
and  profound  thinking  on  a  whole 
ranoe  of  subjects,  making  a 
a  strong  and  favourable  impress¬ 
ion.  But  as  a  farmer  in  the  midst 
of  a  deep  agricultural  despress- 
ion,  it  was  his  policy  for  farm¬ 
ing  which  made  a  deep  personal 
appeal . 

It  gave  a  gleam  of  hope  in  a 
time  of  utter  black  despair. 

Conservative  betrayal 

O.M.  called  this  policy 
Autarky .  In  simple  terms  it  pro¬ 
posed  to  exclude  imports  of  for¬ 
eign  food  and  double  the  output 
of  British  farms  to  replace 
it,  thus  feeding  Britain  from 
the  production  of  her  own 
agriculture, and  that  of  her 
Empire.  Unlike  the  outpourings  of 
other  politicians  this  was 
no  shallow  and  facile  policy  des¬ 
igned  merely  to  attract  the  supp¬ 
ort  of  those  involved  in  farm¬ 
ing.  What  made  it  convincing  was 
that  it  was  an  essential  part  of 
a  profound  economic  philosophy, 
desiqned  to  cure  Britain's  ec¬ 
onomic  ills.  The  Greater  Britain 
made  clear  that  the  Conservative 
Party,  which  farmers  had  trad- 
ionaily  supported,  was  no 
longer  the  party  of  the  country¬ 
side,  but  the  party  of  the  City 
of  London.  The  City  wanted  im- 
jx>rts  of  food  in  order  to 
obtain  interest  on  their  huge  in¬ 
vestments  overseas.  It  was 
this  domination  of  Britain  by  tlx? 
international  financiers  that  was 
the  root  cause  of  much  of 
Britain's  economic  problems. 


The  failure  to  adopt  this, as 
so  trany  other  assets  c<f  MOSLEY '  c 
policy.cost  Britain  dear, and  not  only 
in  economic  terms.  Sue  was  nearly 
brought  to  defeat  in  her  unnecessary 
war  by  starvation.  The  hurried  and 
costly  campaign  to  'plough  for  vict¬ 
ory'  almost  failed, as  in  many  parts  of 
England  there  was  quite  laterally  no 
one  who  remembered  how  to  plough.  Old 
men  had  to  be  founi,  often  from 
another  part  of  Lie  country,  to 
teach  tne  younger  generation  tins  most 
basic  form  of  husbandry. Such  was  the 
cost  of  neglecting  agriculture  for 
so  long. 

War  and  the  food  shortages , and  bal¬ 
ance  of  trade  problems  that  followed 
it,  forced  the  politicians  to  rely  on 
an  expanded  British  agriculture  and 
thus  to  sons  extent  .adopt  HJSLCY's 
policy.  But  they  did  so  reluctantly 
and  without  any  conversion  to  a 
policy  of  Autarky. 

The  founders  of  the  European 
Economic  Coonunity  shared  souk?  of 
MOSLEY'S  ideas.  They  believed  in  a 
United  Europe  that  would  be  an  econ¬ 
omic  entity  with  control  over  its 
own  affairs.  The  standard  of  living  of 
its  people  would  oe  protected  from 
being  undermined  by  cut-price  inports . 
They  established  a  Conrxin  Agricultural 
Policy,  designed  to  provide  an  ade¬ 
quate  and  secure  supply  of  food  from 
Europe ' s  own  farms.  CAP  was  also  des¬ 
igned  to  raise  the  income  of  those  who 
worked  on  the  land  to  levels  coup- 
arable  to  the  non-farming  population, 
while  at  the  same  time  releasing  nan- 
power  from  agriculture  to  industry, 
which  at  that  time  'was  desperately 
short  of  workers. 


AUTARKY 


His  Policy  for 
FARMING 


_ 

It  was  all 

too  much  for  our  British 

politicians  and  their  City  masters. 

They  opposed 

the  whole  concept .  They 

were  still  wedded  to  world  trade.  For 

years  they  tried  to  ignore  the  E.E.C.. 

until  their 

own  inadequacies  had  qot 

Britain  into 

such  difficulties  that 

they  felt 

that  possibly  Europe 

might  rescue 

them.  They  then  went 

through  the 

humiliating  process  of 

begging  to  be  allowed  to  join. 

Once  in  they  showed  themselves  to  be 
less  than  loyal  masters  of  the  Club. 
They  demanded  thcar  subscription  be 
reduced  and  that  tliey  should  lx? 
allowed  to  break  t!«  rules.  Inports 
of  food  from  outside  the  E.E.C.  into 
Hritain  must  still  be  lorautteJ.  A 
special  relationship  with  the  U.S.A. 
must  take  precedence  over  a  United 
Europe,  which  in  any  case  should  be  no 
ixue  than  a  loose  association  rather 
t.iiar,  an  integrate.)  wiplo.  Hi  lie  sot? 
restriction  on  Uqiurts  was  tolerated, 
world  trade  most  reign  supreme. 

The  City’s  Interests  wust  be 
protected. 


■» 


'Coitrromlse  and  muddle1 

Tne  tragedy  is  that  the  E.E.C*  . 
controlled  by  lesser  non  than  MOSLEY, 
by  lesser  non  oven  than  its  founders. 
It  is  the  politicians  of  the  w.v- 
countries  that  take  the  policy  dec¬ 
isions.  As  is  usual  with  little  ion, 
they  never  take  anything  to  its  log¬ 
ical  conclusion;  compromise  and 
muddle  are  their  hallmark.  As  a  result 
even  the  CAP  is  being  discredited. 


Surooe  'e  food  mo-ontain 


fiasco 

Mountains  of  surplus  food  have 
been  built  up  and  are  put  into  costly 
stores  where  they  deteriorate.  Toese 
mountains  are  the  result  of  several 
factors.  One  is  the  amazing  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  productivety  of  European 
agriculture  over  recent  years.  A 
second  is  the  muddled  attitude  to¬ 
wards  imports.  In  the  1930's,  MOSLEY'S 
policy  on  imports  of  food  was  clear 
cut:  they  would  be  excluded.  Tarriffs, 
ho  said,  tax  the  consumer,  and 
quotas  enabled  the  foreigner  to  charge 
a  higher  price.  The  present  masters  of 
the  E.E.C.  are  not  so  decisive.  With  a 
cereal  "surplus"  of  15  million  tonnes, 
they  import  17  m.t.  or  cereal  sub¬ 
stitutes.  With  a  surplus  of  butter, 
some  of  which  they  sell  to  Russia  at 
knock  down  prices,  they  import  som? 
178,000  tonnes  from  New  Zealand  to  add 
to  the  mountain. Africa  cannot  possibly 
feed  her  expanding  population,  but  a 
disunited  Europe  with  a  huge  surplus 
of  food  cannot  devise  the  means  of 
sending  it  to  Africa  without  disrupt¬ 
ing  the  indigenous  production. 

So  our  politicians  have 
learned  nothing.  The  remarkable 
thing  about  MOSLEY  is  that  his 
ideas  are  as  valid  today,  within 
the  framework  of  the  E.E.C.  as 
they  were  so  many  years  ago  in 
the  context  of  Britain  and 
her  then  Ehpire.  The  more  remark¬ 
able  thing  about  our  politicians 
is  that  they  are  as  deaf  to  such 
ideas  now  as  they  were  then. 

What  an  amazing  man  OSWALD 
M3SIEY  was  I  And  what  a  tragedy 
for  Britain  and  for  Europe  that 
he  was  not  permitted  to  put  his 
policies  into  practice. 

♦Dorset  farcer  3QB  SAUNDERS 
has  held  a  number  of  senior 
posts  in  the  National  Farm¬ 
ers  union, ana  was  aritisn 
union  District  beaaer  fer 
for  Dorset  West . 
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COMRADE 


August/September  '9^7 


<A  second  related  characteristic  of  Mosley  that  appealed  to  Bevan  was  his  fighting 
quality* . 


I  HAVE  always  vonierei  why 
Nve  Sevan ‘ s  IS4B  description  of 
his  Tory  opponents  as  "lower 
than  vermin"  caused  such  a 
rurpus.  He  was  quite  capable  of 
describing  his  own  socialist 
colleagues  in  such  abusive  terms- 
and  probably  did.  His  fiery  wife 
Jennie  Lee  was  given  to  making 
equally  offensive  remarks.  In 
April  1951  when  the  future 
Speaker  of  the  House ,  Georoe 
Thomas ,  suggested  gently  to 
Jennie  lee  that  she  should  pers- 
ade  Nye  not  to  resign  from  the 
Cabinet,  she  became  furiously 
angry  end  replied:  "You  yellow- 
livered  cur!  You're  just  like  all 
the  rest!  You're  another 
MacDonald  or  Snowdon.  Go  away 
from  ns! "  This  was  in  the 
Chanter  of  the  House  of  Conrons. 

in  his  latest  book,  NYE  BEVAN  AND 

the  kipage  op  British  socialism 

(Weidenfeld,  £15.95)  John  Carpal  1 , 
author  of  hi  ghly-arc  laired  biographies 
of  Lloyd  George,  Roy  Jenkins  end  F.E. 
Smith,  provides  the  first  scholarly 
reassessment  of  the  politician  who 
might  well  have  succeeded  Attlee  as 
labour  Party  Leader  had  he  not  trade  so 
many  unforgivable  personal  attacks  on 
h’.s  colleagues.  Campbell  concludes 
that  Sevan's  life  "must  be  written 
down  finally  as  a  failure." 

Readers  of  03KRADE  will  naturally  be 
nr>-e  interested  in  Bevan 's  early  re- 
la  i  '.ons  with  MOSLEY  than  in  the  rest 
of  this  long  account  of  Nye 's  part  in 
the  Labour  Party’s  "eternal  civil 
•mr".  these  relations  receive  full  and 
perceptive  treatment. 

A  class-war  Marxist 

:.ye  was  a  class-war  Marxist  who  be¬ 
lieved  in  "the  iron  laws  of  historical 
determinism."  For  him,  capitalism 
would  inevitably  be  superseded  by  soc¬ 
ialism.  His  conviction  that,  as  soc¬ 
ialism  is  the  next  stage  in  society's 
evolution  it  should  be  achieved  in  a 
lawful  manner  through  Parliament,  is 
not  shared  by  his  present-day 
successors.  The  new  Hard  Left  of  the 
late  Nineteen  Eighties  are  quite 
prepared  to  use  "extra-Perl ianentary 
action*  to  achieve  power.  As  John 
Tampoell  pots  it,  !tye  was  a  Marxist 
wto  believed  in  Parliament,  while  the 
liew  Hard  Left  are  "essentially 
Leninists:  they  believe  in  the 

jMrty." 

Oi  30  May  1929,  31-year  old  Nye  be¬ 
came  Labour  HP  for  Ebbw  Vale.  At  first 


he  was  loyally  supportive  of  MacDonald 
but  after  the  via  11  Street  Crash  when 
unemployment  rose  above  2  millions, 
•lye’s  "patience  began  to  run  out". 
"Only  one  Minister  appeared  to  have 
either  the  will  to  tackle  the  crisis 
or  any  Idea  how  to  go  about  it  -  the 
dashing, thirty- three-year-old  baronet, 
the  Labour  Party's  most  sensational 
capture  from  the  Tories,  its  rising 
star  and  widely  predicted  future 
leader,  incongruously  appointed  by 
MacDonald  to  be  Tgomas's  number  two  in 
the  search  for  an  unemployment 
policy:  Sir  Oswald  Mosley.  For  all 
their  enormous  difference  difference 
of  background,  Levan  was  immediately 
attracted  to  Mosley's  programme.  Their 
brief  association  -  the  short-lived 
congruence  of  two  men  who  within  a  few 
years  would  embody  almost  the  oppos¬ 
ite  ends  of  the  British  ideological 
spectrum  -  is  one  of  the  most  import¬ 
ant  and  revealing  episodes  in  Levan ' s 
career."... 

Drawn  to  Mosley 

"Three  things  drew  him  [Bevan]  to 
Mosley  in  1930.  The  first  and  simplest 
was  an  overwhelming  desire,  in  a  sit¬ 
uation  where  textbook  socialism  was 
ruled  out,  to  do  something  or  anything 
to  tackle  the  nearly  50  per  cent  unem¬ 
ployment  that  was  now  affecting  his 
constituents.  Mosley  was  the  only  nan 
in  the  Labour  Party  who  seemed  to 
offer  action  of  any  sort.  A  second, 
related  characteristic  of  Mosley  that 
appealed  to  Bevan  was  his  fighting 
quality...  Above  all,  already  in  the 
twenties  he  was  denouncing  the  com¬ 
placency  of  the  House  of  Connors  in 
just  the  same  apocalyptic  terms  which 
Sevan  was  to  use,  endlessly  and  with¬ 
out  effect,  throughout  the  thirt¬ 
ies"... 

Mosley  -  man  of  action 

"Most  important,  however,  Bevan 
found  in  Mosley's  ideas  a  view  of  the 
world  which,  t)K>ugh  derived  from  a 
very  different  starting  point,  close¬ 
ly  paralleled  his  own...  Having  fought 
in  the  war,  Mosley  despised  the  older 
generation  whose  bungling  had  caused 
it.  Self-consciously  a  modern, 
his  vision  of  society  was  rational, 
'scientific',  even  futuristic...  What 
Bevan  responded  to  in  Mosley  was  the 
recognition,  for  which  he  looked 
in  vain  from  his  'socialist'  leaders 
but  which  Keynes,  Lloyd  George,  Harold 
Macmillan  and  others  in  both  the 
bourgeois  parties  were  beginning  to 
grasp,  that  the  age  of  laissez-faire 
was  dead ..." 

"Be vein  never  recanted  his 
support  for  Mosley's  ideas" 

After  Mosley's  resignation  from  the 
Cabinet,  Nye  "took  the  lead  in  gath¬ 
ering  signatures  for  a  motion,  worded 
to  maximise  support, calling  for  a  more 
vigorous  policy..."  In  December  1930 
Nye  collaborated  with  Mosley, 
Strachy  and  w.J. Brown  in  drafting  the 
Mosley  Manifesto,  Mosley’s  last"effort 
to  get  his  ideas  accepted  within  the 
Labour  Party. "  Nye  supported  Mosley 
loyally  right  up  to  the  time  that 
Mosley  abandoned  Labour  in  disgust,  to 
the  New  Party.  Tie  van  never  recanted 
his  support  for  Mosley’s  ideas*  says 
Campbell. _ 


Despite  their  very  different  soc¬ 
ial  backgrounds  -  Nye  had  left 
Serhowy  Elementary  School  on  his  13th 
birthday  to  work  in  a  coal-mine  for 
ls<ijd  a  day  -  Nye  and  Mosley  had  much 
in  common.  They  were  both  very 
great  orators.  They  wire  also  great 
fighters.  And  most  important  of  all, 
both  were  men  of  honour:  neither  was 
prepared  to  sacrifice  principle  for 
personal  advantage.  Mosley  resigned 
Ministerial  office  in  1930  on  the  un¬ 
employment  issue  and  Nye  resigned  in 
1951  on  the  Issue  of  Health  Charges. 


Wnat  did  Nye  mean  when  he  de¬ 
clared  at  Labour's  1545  Election 
Victory  Rally  that  Mosley 
was  a  ran  who  "would  never  be 


finished"?  Perhaps  he  had  in  mind 
Mosley's  philosophical  belief  in 
an  indomitable  human  spirit,  an 
felan  vital ,  a  life  force  that 
would  enable  Man  through  consc¬ 
ious  striving  to  reach  a  higher 
evolutionary  stage  -  that 
would  eventually  transform  him 
into  Superman. 


I  MAS  immediately  interested  rec¬ 
ently  when  I  came  across  a  newish 
book  of  reference:  Longman's 
Dictionary  of  20th  Century 
Biography:  (Martin  House  Books 
Ltd  ,  a  Division  of  the  Longman 
Group, published  1985). 


Its  introduction  suggested  that  it 
was  "a  work  not  of  investigation  or  of 
interpretation  but  of  reference,  and 
as  such  is  conceived  on  new  1  ines . . . 
There  is  need  therefore  for  a  new  ref¬ 
erence  system.  It  must  be  reliable 
however,  and  this  in  the  main  un¬ 


pretentious  prose". 

It  is  certainly  conceived  on  'new 
lines'.  Turning  to  SIR  OSWALD  MDSLEY, 
I  found  the  usual  earlier  data  gener- 
{  al  to  most  good  reference  books, 
but  as  we  arrive  at  the  1930's  I  dis¬ 
cover  that  The  BUF*  was  "eventually 
a  collection  of  right-wing  thugs" 
But  when  1  discovered  that  Mosley’s 
"3rd  wife  was  Lady  Diana  Mitford" 
it  raised  doubts  on  the  use  of  the 
book  as  a  quality  work  of  reference. 

Disturbed  at  this  departure  from  tne 
standards  of  quality  reference  works, 

I  I  took  it  up  with  Lord  Briggs,  Provost 
of  Worcester  Col  lege, Oxford  who  was 
named  Consultant.  Disacknow) edging 
responsibility,  he  maintained  that  his 
was  mainly  "to  deal  with  subjects  and 
balance" ,  and  was  "not  involved  in  de¬ 
tail  with  the  entries".  He  did 
however  promise  to  pass  my  letter  to 
the  publisher. 

Further  consultations  with  the  pub¬ 
lishers  have  resulted  in  a  statement 
from  Longman's  that  they  are  "taking 
seriously"  the  points  raised  ooncern- 
■  Sir  Oswald  Mosley,  and  "will  see  skiat 
I  alterations  need  to  be  nude"  when  the 
book  is  reprinted.  A  letter  of 


apology  to  Lady  Mosley  -  who  will  no 
doubt  be  intrigued  by  the  missing 
,  wife  -  is  now  awaited. 
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Ki*  filu) 


Rex  Tremlett,  and 
Hawkins.  Accompanied 
Military  band  and  disc  recordings  of 
the  meeting,  all  present  gave  this 
silent  film  unqualified  approval. 

The  group  now  felt  confident  to  ad¬ 
vance  a  technical  stage  further.  A 
South  London  Mosley  Meeting  resulted 
in  the  first  BUF  synchronised  speech 
film  being  unveiled  at  the  Oxford  Film 
Society  in  December  1935.  later,  in 
October  1936,  a  further  step  forward 
was  made  with  part  of  MOSLEY’s  East 
London  March  and  inspection  of 
members  filmed  in  colour. 

The  enthusiastic  volunteers  were  by 
this  time  calling  themselves  'The  BUF 
Film  Group  ' ,  filming  on  a  mixture  of 
9.5  and  the  more  expensive  16mm  gauge. 
All  was  determined  by  the  preparedness, 
of  members  to  use  their  own  equipment 
and  donations.  As  stated  in  Action  at 
the  time,  "The  production  of  films  is 
a  costly  affair  for  which  there  is 
little  or  no  return  in  financial 
terms.  The  group  is  working  without 
capital  of  any  kind.  While  the  act¬ 
ivities  of  the  film  unit  has  the  enth¬ 
usiastic  support  of  NIIQ,  it  is  ent- 


Francls  the  March  to  Bermondsey  were  just 
three  major  events  banned  from  the 
cinema  screens. 

Despite  so  many  problems  and 
the  ad-hoc  nature  of  the  group 
many  events  were  filmed  during 


beep  parcel  for 
gmrral  exhibition 


histoi 


regretably  not  one  of  the  BUF 
films  mentioned  survive.  With¬ 


BUFPA 


FROM  its  earliest  days,  MOSLEY'b 
BRITISH  UNION  OF  FASCISTS  complimented 
its  political  work  with  organised 
sporting  and  social  events  based  on 
the  growing  network  of  branches.  One 
activity  that  was  thought  to  have 
great  potential  in  attracting  new  mem¬ 
bers,  were  film  shews.  Initially  this 
consisted  of  screening  classics  such 
as  "Metropolis",  "Faust",  and  "The 
White  Hell  of  Pltz  Palu"  preceded  by 
the  branch  organiser  giving  a  short 
resume  of  current  events  and  appealing 


out  exception,  everything  has 
been  lost.  The  chances  of  find¬ 
ing  any  film  after  fifty  years  is 
remote  indeed.  A  disturbing  fact 
in  the  history  of  MOSLEY  and  his 
struggle  to  bring  order  to  the 


It  was  soon  recognised  that  interest 
could  be  strengthened  by  including 
film  of  British  Union  activities.  In 
late  1933,  Milan  Branch  was  shown 
marching  and  laying  a  wreath  on  the 
Cenotaph,  and  included  a  boxing  match 
between  NHQ  and  Kingston  Branch. 
Later,  MOSLEY  was  seen  at  his  desk 
with  Dr. Robert  Forgan.  A  NHQ  report  at 
the  time  stated  "It  is  hoped  that  when 
films  are  shown  they  will  be  of  great 
propaganda  value,  and  will  materially 
assist  branches  all  over  the  country 
by  a  means  impossible  by  word  of  mouth 
or  literature". 


I  want  to  walk  by  the  side  of  a  man 

Who  has  suffered  and  seen  and  knows: 

Who  has  measured  his  pace  on  the 
battle  line 

And  given  and  taken  the  blows. 

Who  has  never  whined  when  the  scheme 
went  wrong. 

Nor  scoffed  at  the  failing  plan  - 

But  taken  his  dose  with  a  heart 
of  trust 

And  the  faith  of  a  gentleman; 

Who  has  parried  and  thrust  and 
sought  and  given, 

And  scarred  with  a  thousand  spears  - 

Can  lift  his  head  to  the  stars  of 
of  heaven 

And  isn't  ashamed  of  his  tears. 


ant  unit  and  its  resources  are 
limited  to  the  voluntary  assistance 


iven  by  members 


Despite  these  strictures,  the 
group  went  on  to  make  documentaries 
such  as  'The  Royal  Mint  Affair,  'The 


It  proved  to  be  correct.  The 


Gather! 


Storm' ,  'Peace  and 


I  want  to  grasp  the  hand  of  the  man 


enthusiastic  response  encouraged  the  They  provided  shows  at  nominal 
amateur  film  makers  to  film  the  march  cost  to  branches  all  over  the  country, 
and  subsequent  meeting  at  the  Royal  and  efforts  were  made  to  include  local 
Albert  Hall  on  22nd  April  1934.  Three  events.  Manchester,  Hull,  Liverpool, 


Mx>  has  been  through  it  all  and  seen, 
Mx>  has  walked  with  night  of  an 
unseen  dread 

And  struck  to  the  world  machine; 

Who  has  beared  his  breast  to  the  wind 


weeks  later  this  major  event  was  given  Newcastle,  and  the  sixth  anniversary  of  dawn 


And  thirsted  and  starved  and  felt 
me  sting  and  the  bite  of  bitter 
blasts 

That  the  mouths  of  the  foul  have 
dealt; 

Who  was  tested  and  fell  and  rose 
again 

And  has  gone  on  trusty  anl  true. 
With  God  supreme  in  his  manly  heart 
And  his  courage  burning  anew. 

I'd  give  my  all  -  be  it  little  or 


t«qhn _  ActdmlS^rU  1939 


4_  RESEARCHERS  BEWARE  1 

’  '.cal  details  of  this 


book  were 


ributors ,  but 


t  is  not  yet  known  who 


A  BLACKSHIRT  BANDSMAN  photographs  by  cine  camera  a  group  o; 

Fascists  with  Mr. Neil  Francis  Hawkins,  Director  General  of  Organisation,  at  the 
Black  House, Chelsea  NHQ  on  October  30th  1934.  The  BUF's  guests  were  to  see  a 
drill  demonstration  by  the  Blackshirt  "I"  Squad,  who  later  escorted  them  to  the 
Cenotaph  were  a  wreath  was  laid.  The  two  groups  were  in  London  to  hear  The 
Leader  speak  at  the  2nd  Royal  Albert  Hall  meeting  the  previous  night. 

This  recently  discovered  still  photograph  which  has  not  been  previously 
published,  suggests  that  the  day's  events  were  probably  filmed, and  that  the 
clip  might  be  lying  somewhere  undiscovered. 


>lnlonated  details  on 


submitted  the 


David  Acker ing  and  Dinah  Verman. 

One  wonders  how  this  offending  mat¬ 


erial  was  overlooked 


a  screening  in  the  presence  of  the 
Leader  to  G.Ward  Price  of  the  Daily 
Mail,  (“I  know  these  Dictators"), 
Major  F. Yeats  Brown,  (Bengal  Lancer) , 
and  senior  officers  of  the  Movement, 
including  Bill  Risdon,  Archie  Findla 


meeting  at  Hamnersmith  were  all  cover¬ 
ed.  During  this  period  some  of 
Mosley's  meetings  were  filmed  by. 
Cinema  Newsreels,  but  more  often  than 
not  did  not  reach  the  screen.  Olynpia, 


■JOHN  CHRISTIAN 
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P'#'b/S  1 

Together  Again 


MreuBER  If 


SUNOAT  14  JUNE  saw  the 

first  gathering  of  Friends  of  O.M 


to  be  held  outside  London,  when 


an  Afternoon  Buffet  was  held  at  a 


A  nuntoer  of  old  comrades  from  a 


wide  area  of  the  North  met  each 


other  for  the  first  time  for 


s,  their  enthusiasm  in 


the  occasion  being  shared 


a  number  of  new  friends  present. 


Short  speeches  by  Council 
member  MIKE  QUILL  on  the  purpose 
of  Friends  of  O.M.,  and  JOHN 


CHRISTIAN,  Editor  of  Comrade,  on 


the  respect  the  newsletter  was 
gaining  in  important  academic  and 
historical  areas,  was  followed  by 
a  moving  speech  from  JOHN 
CKARHLE Y  of  Southport,  former 
British  Union  District  Leader  of 
Hull  and  County  Propaganda 
Officer  for  Yorkshire. 

Fran  his  wheelchair,  John  spoke  of 
the  greatness  of  O.M.  and  his  reasons 
for  a  lifetime  of  loyalty  to  his 
cause,  and  the  necessity  for  his 
ideas,  so  relevant  today,  to  be 
maintained  for  the  benefit  of  future 
generations,  and  with  great  emotion, 
his  great  pleasure  and  joy  to  be  once 
again  among  his  many  friends  of  the 
past. 

A  great  occasion,  with  a  promise  for 


the  future 


Eohoes  through  the  vale  of 


BOX,  H.  Westminster  St. Georges 

British  Union. A  founder  member  of 
Cab  Trade  Group.  Cn  9  August 

1939. 

de  LAESSO,  Major  DSO  MC.  Interned 
18B  for  3  years  including  Holloway 
Jail  with  Sir  Oswald  and  lady 
Mos 1 ey , accompanied  by  Mrs.  de 

Laesso.  On  release  farmed  a  small 
holding  in  Norfolk  with  group  of 
ex-detainees, and  where  after  the 
War .despite  his  advanced  years, 
played  an  active  part  in  creation 
of  Union  Movement  in  Norwich  and 
King’s  Lynn.  He  died  in  August 
1948, shortly  after  his  wife,  as  a 
result  of  strain  and  treatment 
under  imprisonment. 

EVENS,  E.C. 'Eddie'.tpminster, former¬ 


ly  South  London  British  Union 
and  Uhlan  Movement. * 

1986. 

HART,  E.D.  Beckenham. British  Union 
Research  Dept. from  early  days 
Edited  Action  in  June  1940  after 
Editor  and  NHQ  staff  detained  for 
which  he  was  also  interned. 
Pioneered  Union  Movement  after  the 
War.  Died  August  1950 

ROSMCND,  William  G.  Bethnal  Green 
Branch  British  Union  and  Union 
Movement.  Died  September  1952. 


MITCHELL, Andrew  N.  Glasgow  Branch 

Union  Movement. Merchant  Navy. Died 
September  1950  at  sea. 

WATTS, C.F. 'Charlie' .  British  Union 

District  Inspector  .Westminster, and 
Omaganiser  Cab  Trade  Group. Canp 
Leader, Ascot  Concentration  Canp, 

1941. Died  26  August  1971 .Cornwall. 

WILLIAMSON,  Henry  NHQ  Branch 

British  Onion  -  Author  'Tar.ka  the 
,  'The  Flax  of  Dream’.  'A 


Chronicle  of  Ancient  Sunli 


true  and  faithful  friend  of  Mosley 
and  loyal  British  Union  comrade . 
Until  the  very  end, 13  August  1977. 


ARTHUR  BEAVAN ,  Dagenhao 


TTi 


Friends  of  O.M.  * 
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EAST  ANGLIA 

Sunday  27th  September  1987 


District  Lease 
HAM  .and  Parliamentary 
Candidate , UPTON .  ON 
his  87th.  September 
2nd.  Hall  Mosley J. 


OLD  Blackshirts  Ltor.  Leslie 
Grundy .former  District  Insp- 
tor  Huddersfield: 


Wilkinson,  D/L  Lincoln;  John 


"THE  SPIRIT  LIVES.... 


THE  REST  WILL  FOLLOW 


WANTED 


All  suffered  wirtirae  188 


FCP  CASHi  ltera  related  to  trte  politi¬ 
cal  and  personal  life  of  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley.  Also  sought  material  an  the  MW 
FIST*.  BRITISH  UNION  CF  FASCISTS,  and 


And  like  sane  700  other  BRITISH  UNION 


unrfnri 


their  incarceration  is  -  in  198 


or  'Destr 


Is^r-*.'! 


WFTmME  to  old  comrade 
McNEIL  SLQANE  who  writes  to 
Comrade  from  Australia 
where  he  has  been  living 


Birthday  Greetings 
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"SOUTH  AFRICA  is  iust  about  as  different  from  the  count 


IjiMSUiL!  "!■ m-wm 


of  him 


as  white  in  my  hotel." (Cormze  Hzv/lur.e  1987) 


World  War  2’s  'Johnnie’  Johnson 


BANG  ON  TARGET 


LACK  MILLIONAIRES,  company  directors  -  and  soon  publicity  I  Fighter  pilot  to  Air  Vice- 
Winnie  Mandela,  wife  of  iirprisoned  terrorist  1  MarBhaU»  cb.cbe,dso,dfc.dl 


Nelson  Mandela,  Fleet  Street,  Westminster,  and  cloud-cuckoo  retain 


te  f 

ed  Sov 

Russia  dominated  South  Africa  -  are  now  res  id 


affluent  'Beverley  Hills'  area  of  Johannesburg  acco 


Air  Vice -Marshall  J.E.  'Johnnie  Johnson,  the 


%  British  Union  @) 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


u>e  of  Brighton's  three  nwnbers 
fcncwn  to  have  been  killed  in  action 
lh  World  war  11. 

Boval  Air  fore. 

GILLIES  W/0  Jctsi  Hi  RAFIVRI  511 

Scpin.  Age  26:  Killed  in  operations 
30  Novenbur  1963:  Leytonstona  Branch 
British  Union:  One  of  Branch's  three 


members  who  joined  British  Union 
when  pupils  at  Leyton  County  High 
School  wre  wre  killed  m  action  in 
the  krsec  Forces  in  Marla  War  11. 

&pysl  Wary 

**OTE  Lt. Albert  E:  RNVR:  Killed  in 


5  :<ovt*!ber  1939:  Age  36:  Leicester 
Branch  British  Union:  Conmenorated 


d  War 


ty,M, i.'lU.g '.'.FI*  B-",1  '..'.'  B  l 

m 


as  the  Blades  are  concerned  is 


fantastic.  In  my  time  the  Blacks  were 


time  I  met  Black  millionaires  and 


Black  directors  of  oonrianies  who 


wined  and  dined  at  our  1 


aasK-iJEsg 

isrsnasEBgE 


■seekes 

i.l  L,M1 


Because  of  sanctions  and  other  re¬ 
strictions  our  South  African  cosraden 
feel  abandoned  and  that  we  British 
have  forgotten  their  great  contribut¬ 
ion  to  the  victory  in  I9**5.7fce3r  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  support  the  'Dismantling 
Apartheid'  doctrine  because  it  helps 


oin  us  so  that  we  can  show  our 
brothers-in-arms  that  we 


with  his  words  as 


yrraracai.! 


t  and  died  be  their  aide 


in  what  they  believed  to  be  • 


As  the  case  of  this  journal 


CSnZXiiE 


fvnriummr; 


feel  with,  and  applaud  'Johnnie'  Johnaon 


loyalty  to  old 


feel  the  wind  of  chance  upon  our 


the  adrenalin  secretions  of 


ered  species 


We  understand.  For  we  too 


must  fi 


W  l'Trn'|T 


JUST  TO  SURVIVE 
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i  ■  -rmust  be  remembered  that  those  Blackshirts  outside  the 
I  I  barbed  wire  perimeters  vastly  outnumbered  those  within, 
and  they  did  not  forget  their  comrades* 


BLACKSHIRT  BROTHERHOOD 


Tucgtory 

Intwhile 


of  the  British  people  who 
while  never  accused  of  any 
wrongdoing,  were  Imprisoned  during 
the  last  War  in  blatent  contravent¬ 
ion  of  MAGNA  CARTA,  has  never  beer. 
satisfactorily  documented. 

There  have  been  printed  ref¬ 
erences  to  daring  attempted  escapes 
including  one  by  detainees  who  al¬ 
most  reached  Ireland  in  a  small 
boat. 

On  the  darker  side,  the  story  of 
MAURICE  FITZGERALD,  first  District 
Leader  of  Dorchester  Branch, 
BRITISH  UNION,  has  not  I  believe 
been  recorded. 

On  internment  he  was  denied  ess¬ 
ential  prescribed  medicines.  When 
it  was  too  late,  he  was  hurriedly 
released  to  die  a  few  short  weeks 
later. 

[A  good  official  reason  why  his  file  is 
'not  available*  at  the  Kew  Public  Record 
Office.  Just  one  of  those  700  odd  de¬ 
tainees  files  that  have  been  'lost1,  or 
'destroyed',  or  closed  for  50  years  or 
more,  or  retained  by  the  Hone  Office  for 
‘security  reasons',  or  to  'prevent  caus¬ 
ing  distress  to  living  persons  or  their 
descendants '  1 1 

There  is  a  story  recorded  by  a  German 
Jew  interned  first  at  DACHAU  and  later 
among  British  detainees  at  Ascot  that 
"conditions  were  much  worse  at  Ascot" 
[The  Internment  of  Aliens,  F.tafitte, 
Penguin  Press] .  But'  for  the  most 
part, this  shameful  chapter  of  British 
history  has  been  consigned  to  public 
amnesia. 

It  mist  be  remembered  that  those 
Blackshirts  outside  the  barbed  wire 
perimeters  vastly  outnumbered  those 
within,  and  they  did  not  forget  their 
comrades ■ 

Shortly  after  the  mass  roundups  of 

1940, the  18B  Detainees  Dependants 

Appeal  Fund  was  formed, later  registered 

under  tl)e  War  Charities  Act  as 
the  18D  Detainees  (British)  Aid  Fund 
with  offices  at  21, Grays  Inn  Road,W?l. 
Its  Chairman  was  George  Dunlop 
of  Llmehouse  Branch  and  popular  London 
British  Union  speaker.  Secretary  was 
Mrs. P.E. Jones,  and  Treasurer  John 
Jones, assisted  by  Committee  numbers, 
E. Conner  and  Clifford  Woodland. 

'Adopt  a  family1  canpaign 

The  18D  Fund  began  by  sending  food 
parcels,  clothing,  tobacco  and  otfier 
comforts  to  detainees,  and  lielping 
those  released  who  were  finding  great 
difficulty  in  getting  jobs,  neither 
did  it  forget  the  "suffering  callously 
brought  upon  British  wives  and  child¬ 
ren  by  the  removal  from  their  homes 
of  those  against  whom  no  crime  is  all¬ 
owed".  with  these  in  mind,  the  10n 
Fund  also  amounted  an  'adopt  a 
family  of  a  detainee*  canpaign. 


THE  18B 
DETAINEES  (BRITISH) 
AID  FUND 


QBOBQE  DUNLOP:  Lime- 
houae  District  Lead¬ 
er,  Chairman  of  the 
18b  Fund  speaking  in 
Battersea  in  1938 


Mosley's  blessing  from  the 
'British  Bastille' 

From  Holloway  Prison,  the  ‘British 
Bastille1 .  the  Leader  sent  his  bless¬ 
ing  asserting  “it  is  by  far  the  best 
work  his  old  associates  can  do".  Un¬ 
like  many  of  today's  charities,  the 
18B  Fund  steered  clear  of  political 
propaganda  though  a  sister  organisat¬ 
ion,  The  18B  Publicity  Council  was 
formed  to  "ventilate  the  constition- 
al  and  moral  issues  arising  from  18B". 

Notice  of  the  first  meeting  at 
Hoi  bom  Hall  in  Decenber  1942  was 
narked  'details  submitted  to  authorit¬ 
ies  -  no  objections'.  At  the  same 
time,  a  special  Winter  Appeal  was 
launched  by  the  Fund  for  warm  clothing 
for  the  detainees,  and  a  Christinas 
Childrens  Appeal  mounted.  At  the  end 

B^0RD0N>BECKWEU 

of  the  year,  Dunlop  was  able  to 
announce  a  total  income  of  £1,325  for 
the  previous  ten  months,  all  of  which 
had  boon  distributed.  The  next 
year ,  through  donations ,  col lections 
and  concerts  the  figure  had  risen  to 
£1,573. 

The  concerts  wore  organised  by  Bil  1 
Luck in  at  the  Klngsway  Hall  in  October 
1943  when  the  soprano  Elsie  Arnold 
sang.  Dy  Kay  1944,  the  programme  liad 
acquired  a  less  cultural  tone  when 
John  Chamley  appeared  as  the  '  Demon 
Doughnut  King'  assisted  by  Charlie 
Watts  and  Alf  Flockhnrt  1 . 

SA  number  of  detainees  were 
broken  in  health  and  died1 

Meanwhile,  the  18B  Publicity  Coun¬ 
cil  was  stirring  the  'Democratic  con¬ 
science'  by  reporting  conditions  en¬ 
dured  by  some  detainees  in  Walton  Goal 
Liverpool.  It  described  'solitary 
confinement  in  a  darkened  cell  9' 
by  5‘  for  23  hours  a  day  for  nontlis  on 
end... filthy  bedding  resulting  in 


Taenia 

Dermatitis.  It 

was  already 

noting 

what  became  obvious  after  the 

War:  ' 

as  a  result 

of  privations  a 

nistber 

of  detainees 

were  broken  in 

health 

and  died ' .  In  other  carps  cond- 

itions 

were  harbarious,  and  medical 

neglect 

widespread. 

Third  decree 

Interrogation  and  other  brutalities 
were  corronplace  at  the  notorious 
Latchmere  House,  Ham  Conron  depot. 

Help  for  dead  detainees 
children 

By  March  1945,  the  18B  Fund  was 
holding  a  dinner  and  dance  with  cab¬ 
aret  for  400  people  at  the  Lysbeth 
Hall,  Soho  Suuare.  There  was  still 
much  work  to  be  done  after  the 
end  of  the  'Brothers  War'  and  on  Oct¬ 
ober  6th.  1945,  almost  the  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  British  Union,  a 
social  evening  and  dance  was  held  at 
the  Royal  Hotel,  Russell  Square. 

In  August  1945,  a  Notice  of  Winding 
Up  of  Accounts  and  Final  Appeal  was 
made  by  George  IXinlop.  This  paid 
special  attention  to  the  'upbringing 
of  children  of  detainees  who  died  so 
suddenly  after  release  that  one  must 
accept  their  demise  was  accelerated  by 
the  conditions  of  their  detention'. 

During  the  period  of  its  existence, 
the  18B  Fund  had  given  sustained  ass¬ 
istance  to  140  families,  temporary 
assistance  to  over  350  cases,  after- 
release  assistance  to  200,  represent¬ 
ation  to  Government  Departments  for 
143,  and  found  employment  for  34 
Blackshirts.  Monthly  sums  had  been 
provided  for  180  men  and  women  during 
detention  and  the  total  raised  was 
£6,000:  a  sure  equal  to  £120,000  at  to¬ 
day's  value. 

Exactly  what  this  meant  to  individ¬ 
ual  Blackshirt  detainees  is  shewn  in  a 
letter  written  in  1942  by  the  late 
Wally  Porter  of  Salisbury  -  a  former 
agricultural  workers  trade  union 
leader. 

*1  have  received  a  second-hand 
overcoat  in  good  condition  and 
also  a  pair  of  boots.  Also  they  are 
sending  me  five  shillings  a  week  until 
I  get  on  my  feet  again  which  is  a- 
great  help,  believe  me". 

The  final  event  was  a  Christmas 
Gathering  on  Decenber  15th. 1945  at  the 
Royal  Hotel,  Russell  Square  where, 
for  the  first  time  for  5  years,  THE 
LEADER  was  reunited  with  his  comrades 
in  scenes  of  wild  enthusiasm.  The 
nvmber  of  ex -detainees  was  swelled  by 
Blackshirts  now  home  from  the  services 
to  an  attendance  of  3,000:  a  figure 
that  caused  some  alarm  to  the  Labour 
Government.  After  this,  Blackshirt  en- 
eavour  was  to  pass  into  the  hands  of 
dozens  of  Mosley  Book  Clubs  up 
and  down  the  country  which  prepared 
the  ground  for  the  day  the  Leader  ag¬ 
ain  raised  his  standard  at  the  form¬ 
ation  of  Union  Movement  in  February 
1948. 

Cn  important  occasions  during  that 
second  attempt  to  reverse  the  decline 
of  Britain  and  Europe,  pre-war 
members  viere  often  seen  wearing  the 
Steel,  Bronze,  and  Gold  Distinction 
Badges  awarded  to  British  Union  memb¬ 
ers  for  'service  and  devotion  to  the 
Cause. 

Alongside  them  was  the  less  dist¬ 
inctive  'IBB'  Badge,  but  none  less 
proudly  worn. 

A  'Campaign  Medal*  which,  through 
the  Inhumanities  of  man  to  man  re¬ 
leased  by  a  war  they  had  sought  to 
prevent,  some  did  not  live  long 
enough  to  wear. 
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son  should  should  do.  He  should  fight 
for  Britain. 

The  months  passed  and  if  there  had 
remained  any  doubt  of  the  righteous¬ 


[  RINK IMG  a  cup  of  insipid  wartime 
‘tea  In  a  small  cafe  in  Victoria 
ing  the  war,  I  was  attracted 


in  the  LCC  Elections  in  1937  when, 
with  Hick  Clarke, he  achieved  231  of 
the  votes  for  British  Union. 


was  comrade,  counsellor 


and  friend. 

Recalling  the  hours  spent  with  him, 
after  street  meetings,  especially  in 
the  old  Hogarth  coffee  shop  at 
Earls  Court. 

Wien  he  was  speaking,  the  whole 
place  would  be  silent.  He  would 
talk  on  philosophy,  on  the  works  of 
Socrates  and  Plato,  and  the  very  vital 
matters  of  the  European  crisis. 
Always,  the  talk  would  be  of  the  re¬ 
alities  behind  the  party  strife; 
with  his  own  vision,  a  syndicalist 
union  of  Europe. 


ness  of  this  father's  advice  to  his 
the  ethic  was  resolved  one  night 


in  the  flak-filled  s 


of  this  only  son  burled  for  ever  in 
the  soil  of  his  mother's  native  land. 

In  his  grief, and  while  still  in¬ 
carcerated  in  a  British  jail  without 
charge  or  trial.  Raven  wrote  to 
Home  Secretary  Herbert  Morrison 
"i lou  do  you  doubt  my  loyalty" ,a  quest¬ 
ion  which  Raven  would  not  have  normal/ 
nut,  for  hew  does  one  expect  a 
man  'who  worked  off  his  conscience  in 
an  apple  orchard  as  a  conscientious 
objector  in  the  First  War,  and 
was  keeping  in  detention  without  any 
charge  hundreds  of  highly  decorated 
men  of  that  war,  suddenly  find  anew 
that  very  convenient  conscience  and 
justly  conclude  that  a  man's  loyalty 
is  amply  proved  by  the  giving  of  the 
life  of  his  only  son  to  his  country? 

Alexander  Raven  Thomson,  although 
he  might  momentary  not  suffer  fools 
gladly,  was  a  man  without  hate. 
A  great  British  ard  European  patriot, 
he  was  also  an  example,  if  one  had  to 
find  one,  of  the  reason  for  exlstance 
of  the  human  race.  He  was  a  good  man, 
and  his  place  In  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  his  old  comrades ,  and  in  the  Mosley 
story,  has  never  been  filled. 

i  iwpr  stoke  to  him  about  our  first 


cities  of  German 


faltered1 

When  I  first  met  Raven  we  discussed 
Soerujler,  and  he  told  me  of  his  own 
study  of  the  philosopher.  Of  his 
loyalty  to  Oswald  Mosley,  which  never 
faltered. 

Raven  Thomsen  had  a  wonderful  comp¬ 
rehension  of  all  the  Roman  plays  of 
Shakespeare,  and  I  can  remember  a 
special  instance  of  this  in  a  school 
hall  in  Harrow. 

The  meeting  over,  he  talked  to  us  of 
the  events  in  Europe  over  the  past  one 
hundred  years,  and  their  historical 
context. 

Turning  to  the  ancient  'wisdom  of  the 
European  mind,  he  spoke  of  Caesar,  and 
of  the  accounts  in  Proude  and  Mommsen. 


He  then  quoted  from  memory  parts  of 
Shakespeare's  play,  and  I  can  hear  the 
voice  now,  exactly  as  he  spoke, 
in  that  little  school  hall: 

Brutas :  ' Well  then,  ehall  I  see 
thee  again  ?' 

Caesar,  'Ay,  at  Btillipi' 

nis  gnost. 

" -  - - ilified  the 


scholar-soldier.  He  fulfilled 


in  his  life,  in  the  Movement,  the 


vision  of  #t etacha,  a  warrior  for 


in  Christion 


tru 


He  would  speak  of  his  travels  in 
in  Europe,  as  a  young  man;  and  I  part¬ 
icularly  remember  one  of  his  vivid 
descriptions,  the  city  of  Buda  Pesth, 
—  the  bridge  across  the  river  there; 
and  his  in  tens  ly  felt  sadness  that 
those  lands  and  vistas  were  snut  away 
behind  the  iron  curtain.  I  can  hear 
now  his  voice,  the  way  he  always  acc¬ 
ented  his  words:  the  Scotsman's 
'iron'  curtain. 

'His  loyalty  to  Mosley  never 


Desmond  Irvine  I 


Victoria.  It  would  have  been  hurtful 


There  was  sometmng  about  that  pale 
thin  face  that  stirred  memory. 
Suddenly  it  came  -  but  no  -this  shadow 
of  a  nan  -  Raven  Thomson?  No.no  -  it 
cannot  be. 

I  was  only  recently  out  of  the  Army, 
and  completely  out  of  touch  with  any 
of  the  banned  British  Onion  members, 
and  had  not  seen  Raven  since  1939, but 
the  more  I  thought,  the  more  sure 
I  'was  it  was  he. 

I  went  over  and  introduced  myself 
and  he  looked  at  me  with  disbelief , and 
agitation.  Of  course  he  did  not  know 
me.  Why  should  he.  A  pre-war  small  cog 
in  the  large  wheel  of  British  Onion . 

The  conversation  was  getting 
nowhere  and  I  realised  he  was  in  a 
world  of  his  own.  A  very  sick  man, and 
I  was  only  increasing  his  agitation, 
so  I  gave  him  my  card  and  left  him, 
still  sitting  on  his  s':ool,  perhaps 
waiting  for  his  young  only  sen 
who  was  never  tr  return  from  an  RAF 
bombing  raid  on  Germany. 

Time  healed,  and  Raven's  inner 
strengths  restored  him  to  a  reasonable 
state  of  health,  and  he  threw  himself 
into  Onion  Movement  activity  in  the 
exuberant  Raven  way. 

We  were  to  work  closely  together 
both  inside  and  outside  official  Onion 
Movement  circles  and  we  became 


"This  exceptional  thinker  emerged  from  the  study  at  the  aae 


i  to  become  a  man  of  action  and  one  of  the 


ters  for  our  cause  we  ever  knew. " 


Oswald  Moal 


‘RAVEN’ - 
PRESENT! 


ON  this  52nd 
Anniversary  of 
RA'/EN  THOMSON'S 
death, we  aalute 
a  very  apeclal 
old  comrade , 
still  in  spirit 
with  ua,  urging 
ua  ever  onward 
In  the  pursuit 
of  MOSLET'a 
high  purpose. 


British  and  European  Patriot:  Haven 


ni3(2STT*:;-tr-‘i  mat 


close  comrades.  He  told  me  about  his 
treatment  at  the  notorious  den 
of  psychological  torture ,  La  tchmere 
House, Ham  Common, and  he  told  me 
about  his  son.  How  he  had  approached 
him  with  a  troubled  conscience . 

The  son  of  a  British  father  and  a 


German  mother ,  he  wished  to  loin  the 


RAF  and  fight  for  Britain.  He  wauld 


his  father's  ethical  judgement 
what  he  should  or  should  not 


Oavon  Had  r*~»  doubt  of  What  hlS 


k 
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istorians  and  the  BUF.  2 1 

A  prime  example  of  the  revalu¬ 
ation  of  MOSLEY  and  the  BUF  that 
is  now  talcing  place  is  RICHARD 
THURLCW* s  latest  book,  "FASCISM 
IN  BRITAIN*  ,♦  reviewed  by  Gordon 
Beckwell  in  the  May/ June  issue  of 
"COMRADE*.  Here  are  further  ex¬ 
tracts  from  this  important  wrork. 

FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

^Mosley  was  particularly  critical  of 
the  moral  and  international  approach 
to  foreign  affairs  of  the  dominant 
liberal  ethos,  and  the  British  ob¬ 
session  with  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  which  he  saw  as  irrelevent 
to  her  strategic  requirements.  P.173 

★Mosley  was  later  to  justify  his  for¬ 
eign  policy  stand  in  the  1930 's  by 
arguing  that  it  was  the  only  cred¬ 
ible  alternative  which  would  avoid 
the  mass  slaughter  of  European 
population  and  would  save  the 
continent  from  American  imperialism 
and  Russian  communism.  He  argued 
that  this  was  a  patriotic  policy 
designed  to  preserve  the  integrity 
of  the  British  Empire.  P.173 

BUF  IOBDIOGY  AND  POLICY 

* After  a  long  bitter  process  Mosley 
had  discovered  that  the  rules  of  the 
political  game  and  the  increasing 
conservatism  of  British  government 
militated  against  effective  action 
from  within  the  political  structure. 
Convinced  of  the  rightness  of  his 
policies  and  fearful  of  the  conse- 
quencies  of  economic  decline, 
Mosley  became  attracted  to  the 
forms  of  activist  mass  politics  in 
an  attempt  to  rejuvenate  society. 
British  fascism  was  born  of  the 
failure  of  economic  conservatism 
to  check  the  rapid  decline  of 
Britain  in  the  inter-war  years. 

P.36 

-A  (The  BUF)  was  a  movement  which  was 
a  movement  which  was  intellectually 
the  most  coherent  and  rational  of 
all  the  fascist  parties  in  Europe  in 
the  inter-war  years.  P.93 

Raven  Thomson,  who  was  much  in¬ 
fluenced  by  Spengler's  organic 
method, argued  that  the  processes  of 
nature  were  a  series  of  biological 
integrations,  and  that  with  each  new 
synthesis,  old  natural  laws  ceased 
to  have  their  applications  and  new 
forms  emerged;  the  highest  form  was 
civilisation,  which  was  a  super- 
biological  force  directing  the 
actions  of  men  to  its  higher  aims, 
the  very  realisation  of  the 
Superman.  Soon  after  writing  this 
Thomson  came  to  see  fascism  as 
the  twentieth  century  expression  of 
the  will  to  infinitude  and  Mosley  as 
the  leader  who  would  transform 
the  world.  P.155 

WARTIME  IMPRISONMENT 

★During  the  phoney  war  the  BUF  and 
the  communist  party  both  opposed  the 
war.  The  authorities,  not  noted  for 


their  belief  before  June  1941  that 
the  Communists  were  fine  upstanding 
patriotic  gentlemen  who  eschewed 
secretive  subversive  activity, 
undoubtedly  had  other  motives  (for 
only  interning  fascists)  .  The  dec¬ 
ision  to  intern  fascists  and 
to  leave  Communists  free  reflected 
the  rise  of  the  Labour  Party  to 
share  power  in  a  coalition 
government.  P.19S 

^The  authorities  certainly  went  over 
the  top  in  manufacturing  evidence 
for  detainment  and  arresting 
double  the  number  of  fascists  they 
were  instructed  to.  Members  were 
even  arrested  in  the  armed  forces 
and  interned  after  fighting  the 
Germans  or  returning  from  bombing 
raids.  P.212 

*The  mass  internment  of  both  groups 
(aliens  and  fascists)  in  1940  was 
unnecessary;  they  were  made  scape¬ 
goats  by  the  new  Churchill  govern¬ 
ment  which  was  determined  to 
maintain  collapsing  morale  by  a  show 
of  action  in  the  face  of  the  nazi 
onslaught  in  western  Europe.  P.165 
★...in  July  1940  the  Cabinet  dis¬ 
cussed  whether  interned  fascists 
should  be  sent  to  overseas  camps  in 
the  Dominions  or  Colonies.  It  was 
decided  that  this  was  not  practical 
when  the  Law  Officers  informed  the 
Cabinet  that  the  government  had  no 
power  to  ship  British  subjects  over¬ 
seas  against  their  will  and  without 
trial...  P.213 

★Although  the  home  front  was  well 
under  control,  MIS  and  its  agents 
had  to  cut  corners  and  find  imag¬ 
inary  fifth  columnists  in  some  num¬ 
bers  to  maintain  morale. . .  P.207 


by  PETER  MARCY 


■^•Mosley's  powerful  mind  and  stim¬ 
ulating  ideas  which  were  usually  ex¬ 
pressed  in  a  coherent  and  rational 
manner. .. .Mosley's  insistence  on 
idealism  and  psychological  roots  of 
behaviour  were  to  contrast  with 
Marx's  materialism.  For  Mosley, 
Marx's  materialism  denied  man's 
spiritual  and  evolutionary 

potential.  P»199 

★....  Oswald  Mosley  took  very  ser¬ 
iously  indeed  the  philosophical 
justification  for  his  political  car¬ 
eer.  At  root  the  BUF  envisaged  as 
the  prototype  of  a  new  kind  of  hum¬ 
anity,  and  Mosley  was  a  neo- 
Lamarckian  who  believed  that  through 
action  and  conscious  striving  man 
could  create  a  better  society. 

P.157 

★  •...  for  Mosley  and  the  BUF  new  pol¬ 
itical,  economic  and  philosophical 
ideas  were  necessary  to  prevent  long 
term  trends  turning  into  terminal 
decline.  P.150 

★For  Mosley,  caesar ism  and  science 
could  renew  the  youth  of  western 
culture,  and  fascism  was  the  only 
political  system  which  could  create 
a  new  civilisation.  Without  fascism, 
Spengler  was  right  and  Europe  was 
doomed,  a  prey  to  the  noney  power, 
its  instrument  democracy,  and  the 
predations  of  outer  barbarians, 
particularly  Russia.  P.156 


j^The  activities  of  MIS  agents  and  the 
willingness  of  the  Advisory  Cocrcn- 
ittee  to  accept  uncorroborated  evid¬ 
ence  from  unknown  agents  without 
giving  the  defendant  the  chance 
to  cross-examine  or  allow  him  legal 
support  at  his  hearing  was  a 
black  spot  in  English  legal 
hi3tory.  P.207 

•  ★It  is  now  clear  that  although  there 
were  lingering  suspicions,  the 
Governnont  and  the  Security  Serv¬ 
ice  accepted  much  of  Mosley's 
explanation  that  his  actions 
derived  from  genuine  patriotic 
motives.  p,j76 

^.No  evidence  at  any  stage  was 
ever  produced  to  show  that  the  BUF 
or  any  other  fascist  group,  had 
ever  sanctioned  illegal  behaviour, 
despite  the  devious  tricks  and  in¬ 
timidation  later  applied  by  the  Sec¬ 
urity  Service  during  the  interr¬ 
ogation  process.  P.19B 

★The  de-facto  suspension  of  habeas 
corpus  with  regard  to  interned 
fascists  also  represented  one 
of  the  darkest  pages  in  Britain's 
liberal  tradition;  unlike  the  IRA  in 
the  1940 's  and  1970's,  the  vast  maj¬ 
ority  of  interned  fascists  were 
British  patriots  not  engaged  in  sub- 
sersive  or  terrorist  activities. 

P.189 

^■In  spite  of  using  prison  and 
camp  warders  as  informants  and  the 
bugging  of  Mosley's  cell,  little  of 
consequence  was  learned  by  the  pris¬ 
on  and  internment  authorities  about 
supposed  fascist  treason.  Indeed 
the  prison  governor  of  Brixton  later 
comended  BUF  internees  on  their 
patriotism  and  their  support  for 
the  RAF  against  the  Luftwaffe  in  the 
nightly  air  raids.  P.226 

■jf....  the  released  PRO  material  on 
internment  and  the  Advisory  Com- 
ittee  needs  to  be  handled  with  a 
great  deal  of  care.  The  stated 
reasons  for  internment  in  the 
personal  files,  for  example, 
should  not  be  taken  too  seriously. 
These  were  hurriedly  concocted  after 
the  individuals  had  been  arrested, 
and  were  for  the  most  part  dependant 
on  unsubstantiated  allegations, local 
gossip,  and  the  use  of  agents 
provocateurs  and  wtiatever  dubious 
insinuations  could  be  hastily 
cobbled  together.  P.216 


Gordon  Beckwell  has  quoted 
Mosley's  tolerance  of  the  M15 
agent  "P.G.Taylor"  (James 
Hughes)  in  refutation  of 
Thur low's  extraordinary  belief 
that  Mosley  was  obsessed  with 
secrecy. 

The  exactly  opposite  criticism 
of  MOSLEY  might  fairly  be 
made:  that  he  was  far  too  In¬ 
souciant  about  paid  informers , 
spies,  stool  pigeons,  and  agent 
provocateurs  whose  identities  he 
knew  and  who  constituted  the  "ab¬ 
solute  reliable  sources"  from 
which  MIS  obtained  its  widely  in¬ 
accurate, _ far-fetched _ and 

damaging  reports. 

•  Blackwell  El 6 
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( 1  Rupert '  we  never  knew  Arthur  I )  ; 
Arthur  Swan,  who  was  Camp  Leader  at 


ROLL  OF  HONOUR 


OUR  BLACKSHIRT 


I  Air  Vice  Marshall  Johnson! 


The  Air  Vice-Marshall  had  been  invited 
by  the  South  African  Air  Force  Associat- 
ion  and  the  Royal  Air  Force  Association 
EcT a  four-day  Reunion  tor  all  aircrew 
and  g rounder ev  who  were  trained,  or 
stationed  in  South  Africa  and  Rhodesia 
during  the  Second  World  War. 

During  the  simmer,  Air  Vice-Marshall 
Johnson  was  given  the  '  Freedom  of  Pari  s 1 
at  a  ceremony  conducted  By  Mon-G 
Cherioux,  a  forner  Mayor  of  the  City  and 
now  a  Vioe-ITesident  of  the  Senate. 


The  Leader’s  Birthday.  .1942 


JACK  BANGS 

Alloted  the  task  of  clearing  the 
enemy  out  of  Stampersgate ,  Holland 
in  1944,  the  2nd  Btn  Gloucester 
Regt  were  faced  with  a  strong  point 
and  the  Germans  in  strength. 

Young  Jack  Bangs,  age  20,  who  was 
transferred  as  platoon  comm¬ 
ander  from  the  Royal  Sussex  Regt 
only  two  weeks  previously,  was 
killed  in  a  battle  that  also 
killed  his  Commanding  Officer  when 
Btn  HQ  received  3  direct  hits  during 
heavy  enemy  shelling  of  the  area. 


JOHN  GILLIE3 


Starting  his  3rd  operation  as  a 
chief  pilot  of  an  RAF  Sll  Sqdn 
Dakota,  FIS  IS,  Warrant  Officer  JOHN 
GILLIES  left  Portreath  for  Cibralter 


at  27  minutes  past  midnight  on 
November  30th  1943  carrying  eight 
passengers  and  air  freight,  but  two 
minutes  later  the  aircraft  crashed 
into  the  sea.  There  were  no 
survivors. 

Only  ten  days  previously  he  had 
successfully  landed  an  Albermarle  at 
Portreath  after  piloting  it  from 
Gibralter  through  a  violent  elect¬ 
rical  storm. 

An  experienced  pilot,  he  had  flown 
freight  and  important  passengers  to, 
from,  and  in  North  Africa  in 
many  operations. 

Re  is  remembered  on  Panel  134  of 
the  Runnymede  Memorial  where  20S47 
with  no  known  graves  are  recorded. 

ALBERT  WHITE 

Joining  the  Royal  Navy  Volunteer 
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Arthur  Beavan 


’Blackshirt 


n  M  erers.had  been 

for  U.M.  arrested  and  de¬ 
tained  in  his  Army  uniform 

while  on  active  service  prior  to  his 
detention) . 
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the  Ajry,hm  joinmd  WJOK  KNEhfWT  an  its  fc^etiztxcn 
{ ■mxmvy  it*  Brmr.  Laaer. 

fkta—inj  of  TOtwiP  OF  O.M.  ho  taxxne  ataaciotmi  jutt 
in  tint  to  atteav  tht  1906  Gjiiw DOrten  ih&v 
ht  ’  dtlighted  to  matt  ntri<  old  aomrite  feff"  tlv 
fiivt  tire  ir  mg/  uetrv. 


of  a  blacked-out 


home  of  Captain  'Dickie'  Hamer 


After  45  years, 
memory  can  be 

fallible,  and  we 
are  indebted  to 

Specie  1  Branch 
for  a  detailed 
report  of  the 

occasion,  trade 
four  days  later, 
and  now  residing 
in  the  Public 
Record  Office. 
(HO45/25702)  ! 

Most  of  those 
present  had  been 
released  from  our 
British  Con¬ 
centration  Camps 
inc 1 ud ing ' C . WATTS 


and  R. HAMER1  wno 


Among  those  present  were  'BOOTH, 
Agnes  and  husband;  CASS, Victor: 
CATTELL, Corporal  and  mother. This  man 
described  as  a  guard  at  Ascot  Intern¬ 
ment  Canp,who  had  been  a  BU  sympathis¬ 
er  and  shewn  favours  to  members  of 
that  body  during  their  detention; 
GOODY, Albert  Edward (husband  of 
Elizabeth  Phyllis  Goody  at  present  de¬ 
tained  in  Holloway);  DOUDNEY , George 
Albert;  JEEVES, Edmund  Paul;  JONES, John 
of  Chelsea;  NICOL, Thomas  Young; OSBORNE 
Frank  Arthur  James  and  wife;  SWAN, 
Arthur  William  Janes;  WATTS, Charles 
Frederick;  WARBURTCN,  Edmund  ar.d 
wife* . 

Congratul ations 

Branch  'mole'  wherever  he  is,  around 
up  there  -  or  down  there.  A 


urate 


brother  and 


wnvi 


of  those  present  that  night  are  still 


with  us.  Arthur  Beavan,  now  ns 


and  this  humble  scribe 


SHOREDITCH  British  Union  Ex- 
Service  members  honour  dead 
comrades  of  their  'War  to  end  all 
wars'  at  their  local  cenotaph. 
British  Union  Kept  Faith 


Then  Stayed  True 


FOR  SALE 


•MEIN  KAMPF*  by  Adolf  Hitler  translat¬ 


ed  by  James  Murphy;  In  18  weekly  parts 
published  by  Hutchinsons  after  out¬ 
break  of  War  in  1939,  Royalty  on  sales 
to  British  Red  X:  Offers.  Box  S501 

lfl, 'Orwell  Court,  Faunal  l  Rd. , London,  PS 


The  quiet 
man  with 


Headlined 

the  story  in  t«iiw  iujub  I 

the  "Bognor  > 

Regis  Observer"  sent  to  us  by 
an  old  comrade  in  Australia. 

"To  the  people  of  Littlehampton" 
it  continued,  Derek  Talbot  Baines 
69  years  old,  was  known  as  a 
' a  quiet  man  * ,  but  behind  the  door 
of  his  250-year-old  cottage... he 
held  a  secret  for  35  years.  And  it 
came  out  this  week. 

He  was  one  of  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley's  strongest  supporters"  and 
"Few  knew: 

★  Hew  he  joined  the  Blackshirts 
in  1933. 

★  How,  as  a  member  of  Mosley's  elite 
'  I '  squad,  he  rushed  wherever  trouble 
was  expected. 

•if  How  he  became  one  of  Mosley's 
approved  speakers. 

■if  And  hew  he  was  sentenced  to  two 
years'  jail  for  his  beliefs." 

It  claimed  that  Talbot  Baines,  "this 
son  of  a  German  banker  -  he  is  half 
English, half  German",  was  not  accepted 
as  a  conscientious  objector,  was 
arrested  ans  sentenced  to  two  years  jail 
after  dodging  the  draft, and  .  later ,  in 
1944,  escaped  from  a  military  escort, 
and  ever  since  had  "dodged  officialdom". 
Not  on  the  Electoral  Register,  no 
National  Insurance,  no  pension.  A 
man  without  an  identity. 

AS  he  was  never  in  the  Army,  he  could 
"still  face  a  prison  sentence"  as  he  nay 
not  "benefit  from  the  amnesty  granted  in 
1953,  when  22,000  desterters  were 
pardoned."  The  Ministry  of  Defence  was 
to  decide  what  was  to  happen. 

The  chairran  of  a  Littlehanqpton  club 
where  Talbot  Baines  was  a  manber  des¬ 
cribed  him  as  "rather  a  quiet  man",  but 
a  person  who  had  known  him  for  many 
years  spoke  of  him  as  "quite  a  character 
to  talk  to.  He  can  tell  you  all  about 
the  fights  involving  Blackshirts. 
He  has  even  worn  his  Blackshirt  into  the 
club." 

The  story  quotes  his  description  of 
of  himself  as  "a  very  powerful  follower 
of  Mosley.  I  was  very  strongly  against 
war  with  Germany." 

Age  had  'not  me 1 lowed  the  views  he  up¬ 
held  those  many  years  ago. ' 

"What  do  we  have  now  in  this  coun 


Comrade  gathered  from  the  etory  that 
hie  money  uae  running  out,  and  we  immed¬ 
iately  eet  out  to  find  him. 

We  found  the  cottage,  but  no  Talbot 
Baines.  It  had  been  a  long  ehot  for  the 
date  of  the  cutting  was  30  November IS7& 
For  Derek  Talbot  Baines  had 


ust  a  few  short  months  after  his  beloved 


he  is  dead .  And  I 


COMRADE 


°Friends  of  O.M.° 


I  N 

EAST  ANGLIA 


nya  Sunday  close  to  the  Anniversary  of 
Ufl the  Foundation  Day  of  BRITISH  UNION, 
the  first  gathering  of  FRIENDS  OF  OSWALD 
MOSLEY  in  East  Anglia  was  held  at  the 
Ipswich  hotel  which  traditionally  was 
the  venue  used  by  O.M.  to  meet  his  local 
supporters. 

The  tradition  of  support  for  Mosley 
goes  back  to  British  Onion's  active  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  region's  farming  caranunity 
in  the  Tithe  Wars  of  the  early  1930s, and 
we  were  particularly  pleased  to  welcome 
Ella  Hogqarth  whose  farmworker  husband 
George  passed  away  in  1985.  George,  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  Mosley  until  the 
very  end,  joined  British  Union's  local 
branch  after  supporting  Blackshirts  arr¬ 
ested  for  assisting  a  Suffolk  farmer 
under  restraint.  He  became  a  branch 
treasurer  and  was  a  standard  bearer  at 
the  last  great  indoor  meeting  of  British 
Union  in  July  1939. 

After  words  of  welcome  from  Mike  &iill, 
John  Christian  spoke  of  the  importance 


ii Sii 


October/November  1987 


OLD  COMRADES 


"Hark!  the  sound  of  many  voices, 
Eohoea  through  the  vale  of  ares" 

BAILEY  Dennis:  British  Union  Cadet, 
Cl apham  Branch, adopted  son  of  BU 
inspector  W.H.Symes:  In  October 

1938  from  accident  with  31  A. A. Coy 
RE  during  Czech  crisis. 

DODS  C.W. 'Bill ' sSouth 


mmmmi 


Bill  Doda  1961 


Raven ' 1 


and  in  the  West 


Friends  of  O.M.  COMMEMORATION  DINNER  Sat.  21  st  November  19871 


COMRADE 


Newsletter  of  Friends  of  O.M. 


SPECIAL  EDITION 


Friends  of  O.M. 

Annual  Report 

and  Review 


Those  who  have  lived  in  the  ha 


"We  i-egret  nothing,  not  even  our  own 


aceful 


they  have  also  never  known  our  heigh ts3.«. The re fore,  we  would  not  change 


if  we  could*.  ••  .  .  .  Os--»ld  1933 


them,  even 


As  Then  -  As  Now- As  Tomorrow 


■t  the  end  of  a  further  year  of  growth,  the  Council  of  Friends  of  O.M 
t\  thank  all  those  associated  with  us  for  their  magnificent  support 
during  1987.  Whether  it  has  been  support  from  those  financially 
able  to  assist,  or  the  moral  support  of  those  not  in  that  position, 
but  whose  words  of  approval  and  encouragement  have  sustained  us  in  our 
task. 

Veterans  of  Mosley’s  NEW  PARTY,  brother  Blackshirts  of  BRITISH 
UNION,  Old  comrades  of  UNION  MOVEMENT,  old  friends  in  ACTION  SOCIETY, 
and  new  younger  friends,  fighting  their  way  out  of  the  morass  of  a 
sick  society  -  together  -  holding  the  line  for  the  generations  to 
come. 

Together  -  loyal  to  our  past,  bound  in  honour  to  those  old  comrades 
who  sacrificed  all  for  Britain's  sake  and  who  speak  with  us  no  more, 

British  and  European  patriots  striving  to  the  heights  of  Mosley's 
purpose  in  the  bond  of  brotherhood  of  F.O.M. 


This  year  we  have  thought  it  more 
appropriate  to  publish  our  review  of 
the  years  news  and  activities  In  the 
form  of  this  extra  smaller  edition  of 
OCMRADE  so  that  we  could  include 
on  the  back  page  some  of  the  results 
of  our  activities  that  shortage  of 
space  had  prevented  use  in  previous 
newsletters. 

British  Political  Prisoners 
Cover-up 

COMPARE  celebrated  its  first  anni¬ 
versary  in  March  with  the  exposure  of 
the  missing  13B  files  -  those 
personal  wartime  file3  on  sone  750 
British  Union  members  imprisoned  with¬ 
out  charge  or  trial, the  large  bulk  of 
which  it  has  been  suggested  have  been 
destroyed, or  have  been  lest,  or  are 
missing  at  the  Heme  Office?  Subsequent 
correspondence  with  the  Lord 


F.O.M 


SOCIAL  EVENING 


Bladebone  Public  House 
BETHNAL  GREEN 
Eaet  London 

Refreshments:  Admission  £2 


Chancellors  Department  and  the  Home 
Office  resulted  in  an  invitation 
to  the  editor  to  visit  that  top  sec¬ 
urity  carplex  where  files  disappear  to 
discuss  the  natter  with  a  top  civil 
servant.  The  object  of  the  exercise 
appeared  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  the 
defense  of  the  ministry  man's  oerscral 
integrity  in  the  matter  and  to 
discover  the  extent  of  our  informat¬ 
ion  and  we  were  able  to  assist  him 
with  a  minor  point  of  knowledge.  The 
total  number  of  Mosley  men  and  'women 
imprisoned  in  1940,  each  of  whem  had  a 
personal  file  detailing  such  treachery 
as  airing  there  belief  that  “Britons 
Fight  for  Britons  only".  The  Heme  Off¬ 
ice  did  not  have  a  record  of  this 
inconvenient  fact  of  history! 

Our  file  on  this  will  not  be  ' lost 


heaped  on  the  original 
has  been  recorded  for  posterity,  and 


we  will  continue  to  pursue  it  In  our 


time. 


Prize  for  British  Onion  EBsa; 


33  yr  old  KM  UXSJM  of  HfadjJe>  gradated  fras 
Tart  VHoerelty  uitf i  at  hataev  dagoee  in  Siatcn 
during  the  srrer.JS  also  < zszrdad  the  ftdfytcn 
Prise  for  at  origind  kietcriad  esea  on  Scat 
Lender. '  CPJTTfF.  jiKH.  F.O.M.  hod  ceeiated  Mr. 
Lind tot  by  iiKroiosiera  to  old  Sat  Uniat 
rarrxra.at  aid  'jithaut  'drier,  ho  txuld  net  Haw 
boat  Ala  to  rxrvlete  his  thesis. 

Mr.Llnhm  nos  heoca  to  soxrd  Ha  rewmri  owr 
the  mb ert  feu  vazre. 


Dintep  in  olr  next  issle. 


FORWARD  TO  1988 


AS  we  reported  last  year, proposals 
are  often  made  that  we  should  have  a 
subscription  membership  for  F.O.M.  and 
or  COMRADE.  We  appreciate  this  inter¬ 
est  as  we  know  that  these  are 
made  in  appreciation  of  what  we 
do,  and  an  expression  of 
a  wish  to  participate  in  our 
efforts . 

It  is  true  that  success  cre¬ 
ates  increasing  costs,  every 
welcome  new  addition  to  our 
mailing  list  creating  a  charge 
for  which  there  is  not  a  like 
increase  of  income. 

Nevertheless,  many  of  our  old 
comrades  are  senior  citizens  on 
restricted  income  and  would 
have  great  difficulty  in 
meeting  such  charges  although  we 
know  they  would  try  and  do  so. 

We  believe  they  have  already 


fulfilled  this  obligation 


their  loyalty  and  sacrifices 


of  the  past. 

It  has  been  found  that 
those  of  our  friends  who  are 
financially  able  to  assist  us 
often  do  so  and  ve  here  give 
our  sincere  thanks. 

For  a  number  of  reasons,  some 
of  which  will  be  understood,  we 
decided  at  the  birth  of  Friends 
of  O.M.  that  we  would  not  ask 
for  financial  help,  a  decision 
only  slightly  amended  in  the 
light  of  pressure  from  our 
concerned  friends,  in  that  on 
this  occasion  eacn  year  we  will 
inform  those  who  wish  to  show 
their  appreciation,  and  have 
the  assets  to  do  so,  to  send 
tneir  donations , smal 1  or  large, 
made  out  to  Friends  of  O.M.,  to 
Fred  3ailey,  101, Orwell  Court, 
Pownall  Road, London,  £3. 

In  1988  we  will  continue  to  reveal  the 
truth  of  the  Mosley  story, and  gather 
within  our  open  arms  those  old  com¬ 
rades  still  awaiting  cur  discovery, and 
those  of  the  younger  generation 
searching  for  a  greater  challenge 
than  'slothful  ease;  greater  things 
than  safety"  and  learning  that  there 
are  “more  terrible  things  than  death". 
For  they  must  be  the  leaders  of  a 


British  renaissance  bom  out  of 


Mosley's  message  that  “Man  mist  reach 


ret 


and  that  "This  becomes  our  creed  of 


edicated  to  the 


mum wm 


Friends 


O.M. 'a  aim  shall  be 

To  StjuveJo  See*. To  Find  -  And  not  to  Yiao. 


far  Frl.s ia  of  C.X.^y  JcSa 
,0n,«ll  Pour;,?c«=All  kti.ieaiu, 


Revisionist 
ICPFort  In 
England 


In  I'DUi.  llie  friends  ul 

IHwuld  Musics  I  lunched  Hwir 


public  .1(11111  COMRADE  tiMin 
London. 

k  Prior  lu  WW  II,  the  fastest 
egrnwing  |hiIiiicjI  mnvcinenl  in 
England  wus  ilie  (tnlish  Union  n( 
Fascists  which  was  led  hy  Sii 
( i"1  ■  i ■  j  |  lie  HU!',  as  il 

•  yCOf^flfXJtWiUiULwat  l,c 

Li  nil  (  nmmuili.sl  Vi  the  ill 'I 
jllic  l  liiiiin  I'aily,  which  cnntcslcd 
[election*  mini  aiimml  |v<iH 

OhJhiyahstsiit  Mmlev  slid 
Amiliimc  In  luilcj  yraily  I  iirncls  uf 
TXwald  MiisJcy  iliimris  anil  in 
IKdi  il  was  decided  to  make  an 
efliKt  (u  correct  Ihe  false  material 
,  being  (nil  uul  hy  Ihe  left  legal  dint; 
the  BUF  and  Hiilish  painm* 
COMRADE  was  launched  and 
now  carncs  article* icgaidmg  Ihe 
true  hislury  uf  llial  period. 


hintori/rw  fun*  onruunly  nojlnrUti  th»  tmillnctum  of 
eras/  of  tho  utHvOiriln  iJto  mi»  in  tf*'  fPP  >»•  I  tJmv  in  a 
ptxsvinfnmi  to  rv»»*w  mjrh  nmrrum  if  u»  <m  to  (rolm  a 
turrinn  hintoriail  ntuit  of  first On  in  Hritnin 

IVmTW  in  fmiMis-S  rtriA-lli«:irmc^^ 


TIMES 

HIGHER 

EDUCATIONAL 

SUPPLEMENT 


1987 


aJ.  i 


_osiey  s 
Blackshirts 

—  My  Idler 


Sir,  —  My  Idler 
condemn*1'  cv 

liattlc  ol 


letter  of 

Ojvw*  M 


Cable  Street 

ii.  —  Mav  I jv.  a  I 

nn  Va‘IV. 


Sir,  —  May  I  as_a-l 

i  ommcjii — Ofld 

t  Anr!M,n  >- 

I Ticll£aS>  \\J~-  ■■  -*T>nr 

ihe  pM— wd'Sdisiih-s  <*l  Sir 


Irom  rcllectmg  accurately 
the  slale  of  affairs  . .  .  There 
i«  abundant  evidence  ilini  ihe 
movetnetu  has  been  steadily 
gaining  ground  in  many  parts 
of  Fast  l.cmdon  and  has 
strong  support  in  such 
districts  as  Stepney. 
Shoreditch.  Hdlinal  Green, 
liacl^xicy  and  Bow  .  There  can 
Vu  ihai  the  unruly 

fin \tMn  1  *  n  •  h  r 

i  ‘ 11  7.  was  very  largely 

•-nmffiunio  inspired  " 

In  lad.  in  Ihose  very  same 
hieas.  Mosley  Blackshirt  | 


Oswald  Missies  and  Ins  “ndid“«  •ln‘™  “ 

supporters  (TAUT.  March  P”  5*2  ‘,>r  lhc  vo,r 

..kt-k  .k.  k,,i  ,i _ _  "real  elections  si*  months 


6).  in  which  she  had  almost 
all  her  facts  "upside 
down.” 

Whatever  else  happened  in 
Fast  I  oiiih m  in  the  inn's,  ji 


local  elections  si*  months 
latei  •- 

The  one  fact  of  Mrs 
Dickson's  that  bore  an  clr 
mrnl  of  truth  was  that 


l  I  UIIVBMI  III  IIIC  I  7  Mr  »,  II  as  <  ,  .  . 

has  never  previously  been  .V"?  r’,c,!ted  r'”"’  'h* 

vnggesicd  by  any  point  of  wi'h  •»** 

view  that  those  who  opposed  'r'  '  ^  r!  R  "P  3 

Moslev  "mined  forrSs  will,  l»rjc  Hod_y  ofhis  snppoil 


Mosley,  "joined  forces  with 
the  police  to  do  battle  on  the 
streets." 

On  the  notorious  October 
4ih,  19.16,  "the  battle  ol 
Cable  Sired,"  to  which  I 
assume  she  refers,  it  is  an 


T  his  is  borne  nut  by  a  icpurl 
on  Aimistice  Day.  1140  m 
Ascot  l  oncenlration  Camp, 
wherr  hundreds  of  Moslrv's 
'•roporlers  had  l*r  •  m 
p» oonesl  without  chaige  or 


01H1IK  sue  ICICI*.  II  11  an  u.  |  i  ..  ...  _ 

established  fact  that  those  , r«L,  y.^d  „  1^ > 
n»wuin.  %A~ ,,flKCT  a™1  ndot  in  Ihe 


opposing  Mosley  sd  up  siren 
barricades  and  hauled 


1914/ 18  war.  "More  than  one 


against  the  police  while  'he  British  popul.. 

Mosley's  ihousands  ot  A'ct'1,  <■  •'"■'P  *"f 

sunnorlrrs  were  lined  un  I’*1*®  '  ht'S  included 


supporters  were  lined  u| 
half  a-nulc  away  and  no 
involved. 

This  is  borne  oul  by  ihcevi 


Admirals.  Comrnandris,  ( 
Colonels.  Majors,  Captains, 
Sipi.tilion  I  caderv,  an.j  many  / 


rascisiu 

Sif.-  >  nor  ci»j»Im*ii  ID  lit 

i  l»H't»nr  the 

“f  avkl  Rath  «l  thr 

1  lutHir 

( Uit.S.  April  111)  irtiuiio  omi«*iIn*u 

1  hr  p«r!iifc  wlwmn  o  ' 

id  lhc  Mtwr| 

HirtiUi  llnpfi  mrriiMC 
f-0..»Miwn.  ll  .Hon  Job 

at  l.aiK  I’ihiii 

15.  IV  w  -  prt 

lit  the  tlnUuIno  %*t 


I  hr  IVI?  »»r 

DrvnW  at  the  time  «i  *t 


dence  of  Special  Branch  I111"01  oliiceis  and  NCl  is  \  _ 

vtFPOl  y/mal  ....  Mil  ol  Ihis  svai  and  the  last  #■*>«*  Kunnujo  VarlialltO  rin  FPW  Enalluctnpn'i  tu»ndn  vr.Iwwii  WII  nut  das 

r  I  II  I  11.1  /i.  i' - 1  . r.  . .  j.  .  I  .  1 1  Millt'ilu,ic|nl>lnll  dm  r:ountln  »nn  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  COMRADE.  pm  John  Clin 

to  from  wWcMau^e  f  •" «  *  DSO  Di  e  mid  >»“»"•  ,0?'  “  Courl.  Pnw I  nn„H.  London  i  8. Das  Mntto:  THE  smrnr 

„„  ,k..  mac,  ihtMi  and  Me*,  iheie  1  uve&^the  rest  will  raicosN^VQMMl'NTA  RE:  Vienna 


included  a  DSO,  Dll',  and. 


"The  general  cry  .  .  1  ihai  m"‘*»  !K  M{  '  There  | 

the 'entire  population  of  East  "c,t  *  number  of  1914/15 

London  had  risen  against  ' '*r’’  "J*"?  w,,h  B**  Monsa 

Mosley  and  had  deciarec  ""'die  « 

ihai  he  and  his  followers  ~  . 

lhould  not  pass.'  and  that  he  ,,C5MU1'  *5  '1;1,  ev^nlea^M 

did  m>t  pass  'owing  to  the  *'*h 

solid 'front  presented  hy  Ihe 

workers  of  Fast  London' 

fins  it  a  lernenijshgweve/  f 

Times  ItH  l 

1 1  *.snoi'ntfmi:ms  I 


7  Dai ly 

7'«  l  eg  rap  h 

IN  MEMORIAM 


MTMBCR*  RtttKH  Union  Imp tiMaM 
wntsavi  trtat  i mi  ta«o  *tni  am*  wtm** 
«*r  In  TOO  miwiitq  at  llnmr  OffKr  inti 
la*t  l*Ok  OAh 


The  Times 

IN  MEMORIAM  •  PHD  A  I  i  | 

WILLIAMSON  llnitv  Anoint  KVIi 
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Daily  Telegraph 
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The  Times 
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"The  first  time  a  political  leader  In  Britain  had 
been  arrested  and  detained  without  trial  on  the 
grounds  that  he  was  the  leader  of  a  political 
party" 


'TRUTH  BETRAYED' 


THI  MINISTRIES 
OF  LIES 


■ ew  evidence  of  the 

underhand 

methods  used  by 

Jdepartnents  to  check 

the  progress 

of  British  Union 

before  the 

war  is  revealed  in  a  remarkable  new  book  "Truth  Betrayed"  by  V.J.Veet 
who  also  Implies  that  the  suppression  of  British  Onion  waa  a 
major  denial  of  our  hereditary  freedoms.  • 


'Revelations'  came  thick  and  fast.  William  Joyce  was  supplied  by 
Ml 5  with  secret  information  despatching  him  post-haste  to  Gernanv. 
British  Union's  Director  General,  Neil  Prancis-Hawkins  discovered, 
to  his  anger,  that  an  M15  agent  had  married  his  sister  and  used  the 
connection  to  spy  on  him,  and  the  banning  in  Britain  of  the  Duke  of 
Windsor's  broadcast  from  Verdun  in  May  1939  appealing  for  World 
Peace  heard  by  400,000,000  in  the  rest  of  the  world.  _ 


His  main  theme  is  the  uanipulation 
of  radio  for  political  purposes  by 
Britain, Germany  and  other  countries 
during  and  before  the  last  war.  He 
reveals  that  the  suppression  of  radio 
talks  in  which  Mosley  was  advertised 
was  by  direct  intervention  of  the 
Foreign  Office. 

The  latter  insisted  that  no  word  of 


@  British  Union  @) 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


BROOKER,  Ghr  C.Gi  90  Pleld  Regt  RA 
and  Exeter  Branch  British 
Onion:  13B  Political  Prisoner 
1940-42:  Died  Prisoner  of 

Mar  8.3. 1945  age  24:  Same 

inscribed  on  Cassino  Memorial, 
Italy. 

BCTTEHSHAW,  Pit  Sqt  D.P;  RA?(VR)1S6 
Squadron  and  Brighton  Branch  of 
British  Onion:  killed  in  action 
3.1.1944,  age  20:  name  inscribed 
Panel  216  Runnymede  Memorial. 

JCHES,  Captain  P.R.P.:  6th  Bh  14th 
purr  ad  Regt  and  Norwood  Branch 
British  Onion:  killed  in  action 
11.2.1942  age  22:  burled  Itranji 
war  Ceraetry. Singapore. 

For  Thm  -  A  greater  Sacrifice. . . 
tmi  a  Create*  Glen. 


BY  GORDON  BECKWELL 


their  involvement  should 

^ea^ 

out 

because  the  * indeoendance ' 

of  the 

RFC 

from  Government  must  be 

seen  to  be 

maintained  at  all  times. 

M15  'tipped  off 

Joyce 

The  author  suggests  that  it  was  a 
a  government  in  panic  assuming  members 
of  British  Union  to  be  in  contact  with 
William  Joyce  broadcasting  from 
Germany  that  was  a  factor  in  the  in¬ 
ternment  of  Mosley's  Blackshirts. 

TWo  days  before  tne  original 
Defence  Regulation  13B  was  implemented 
in  1939,  Joyce,  who  Mcsiey  had  dis¬ 
missed  from  British  Onion  two  years 
previously,  was  tipped  off  by  M15  that 
his  arrest  -was  imminent  and  he  fled  to 
Germany.  He  later  began  broadcasting 
on  the  German  Big lish- language  prop¬ 
aganda  station  and  supplied  material 
far  the  New  British  Broadcasting 
Service ,  a  German  station  purporting 
to  be  run  by  an  anti -British  Govern¬ 
ment  group  transmitting  from  British 
soil. 

Many  years  before  this,  Mosley  had 
begun  to  develop  a  ccemercial  radio 
project  known  as  Airline  with  the  aim 
of  earning  a  substantial  fortune  for 
British  Onion.  Like  Radio  Luxemburg 
it  would  have  beamed  popular  ousic  to 
Britain  and  be  financed  by  advertising. 
Mosley's  identity  had  to  be  kept 
strictly  secret  to  prevent  boycott  by 
advertisers.  Big  Business  would  not 
have  supported  a  project  designed  to 


sake  revolutionary  changes  in  the 
financial  system. 

The  Government's  confusion  between 
this  project  and  the  NB3S  was  another 
factor  in  their  banning  of  British 
Union  is  suggested  by  Mr. West. 

panic  la  Government 

The  real  reasons  for  the  Government '  s 
action  were  well  understood  by  Mosley 
and  his  Movement  at  that  time,  and  the 
passage  of  years  has  only  implemented 
that  belief. 


Panic  in  crisis  of  the  little  men 
who  had  misoovemec  Britain  for  '/ears, 
the  wish  to  neutralise  a  possible 
rallying  acint  for  peace,  and  the 
wish  to  check  the  Mosley  challenge  for 
all  time  bv  inferring  disloyalty  to 

Britain.  The  vindictiveness  of 
the  pygmy  politicians  using  their  em¬ 
ergency  war-  time  powers  to  qrapple 
down  a  man  of  quality  and  a  movemeni 
that  was  successfully  challenging  their 
dissolute  ways. 

M15  a^ent 

planned  Moaley  project 


The  Government  knew  of  Mosley's 
radio  project, and  of  its  purpose.  The 
mam  partner  in  the  plan,  in  fact  tie 


advocator,  V.K.D.  Alien,  now  known  to 
nave  c«ee:i  an  :-'15  agent  (identified 

later  as  Head  of  Station,  Ankara) 
kept  them  fully  informed  of  Airtime's 
true  objectives.  3 

#^Truth  Betrayed*  Duckworth  TTTljna 


PLADY  MOSLEY 
writes  -Tory  mp 
Leonard  Plugge  had 
made  a  fortune  from 
Radio  Normandie  with  a 
concession  from  French 
Government.My  task  was 
to  get  one  from  Germany  with  a 
wave  lengthtto  cover  Londoniand 
Eastern  England. The  attraction  for 
the  Germans  was  that  they  Badly 
needed  foreign  currency  which  the 
station  would  nave  produced  In 
profusion. Ue  had  a  strict  confid¬ 
ence  agreement  with  3111  Allen  be¬ 
cause  if  It  had  been  known  that 
British  Union  would  benefit  the 
advertisers  would  have  been 
frightened  away.  After  I  got  the 
concesslon.the  German  contract 
stated  there  was  to  be  no  prop¬ 
aganda  of  any  descrlptlon.not  even 
news. Just  sweet  aisle  and  a  few 
Jokes  to  attract  housewives. Pro- 
British  Union  propaganda  would 
have  wrecked  the  project, but  we 
would  have  made  enough  to  start  a 
orooer  newspaper  because  I  got  a 
wonderful  wave  length. 
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' From  the  flames  which  end  an 


the  Idea  of  the  Future' 


AND  BE  GLAD 


.•mat  is  the 


should  adorn  the  grave  of  the 


fate  of 


shed  the  blood  of 

Palest 

line. 

muen  tignting  out 

own  family,and  the 

mti  tn 

street 

neetinos  were 

rallied  and  speakei 

fat. Those  who  f 


the 


Those  who  did  not  fi 


victorious. . .The 


our  age  will  not  have  been  In  sons  of  St. 


that  shall 


what  Is  called  "Democr 


and  even 


the  flames  which  end  an 


puhlisned  in  January  1947, 
Oswald  Mosley  signalled  his 
return  to  political  life  with 
his  creed  for  the  future,  a 
new  union  of  mind  and  spirit 
of  those  of  like  kind  bom 
out  of  the  holocaust  of  two 
European  Brothers  Wars.  It 
was  to  lead, a  year  later  to 
the  founding  of  Union 
Movement  on  8  February, 1948. 

Previously,  in  1946,  Mosley 
had  started  the  organisation 
of  Mosley  Book  Clubs  for  the 
purpose  of  distributing  his 
writings , including  the  Mosley 
Newsletter, and  private  meet¬ 
ings  were  held  all  over  the 
country  for  members  to  meet 
him. These  had  to  be  organised 
in  great  secrecy  to  avoid  at 
that  stage  trouble  from  the 
Comwunist  Party,  and  the 
Jewish  ‘43  Group1  who  were 
chasing  around  in  a  column 
of  cars  to  try  and  find  the 
venue  to  attack  isolated 
memoers  -  that  is  when  they 


EAST  LONDON  RSHEH8ERS 

Bombed  and  battered 
East  London,  its  population 
scattered  during  the  war, but 
still  encugh  of  them  left  to 
remember  Oswald  Mosley,  and 
they  turned  out  in  their 
hundreds  once  they  knew  the 
League  was  campaigning  for 
his  return. 

•About  a  thousand  working 
class  men  and  women  cheered 
wildly  and  hysterically 
as  one  fascist  (sic)  speaker 
after  another  paid  homage  to 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley*  reported 
the  Sunday  Pictorial  117. 8. 471 

Following  the  publicity 
it  had  to  happen  and  for  two 
months  on  succeeding  Sunday 
nights,  Dalston  was  thronged 
with  outsiders  resulting  from 
Communist  Party  all-London 
calls  and  militant  Jewish 
organisations  grouping  to  end 
the  meetings  by  force. 

Missiles  were  tor own,  some- 


also  Mosl 


•The  steadfast  loyalty  of 
his  political  companions  who 
had  suffered  for  their  be¬ 
liefs,  in  some  cases  to  the 
extent  of  five  years  in  ori¬ 
son,  was  probably  the 
principle  reason*  says  Lady 
Mosley.  *His  own  dreams  were 
shattered. With  dreary  regu¬ 
larity, even  while  were  in 
prison, the  predictions  he  had 


had  come  true.* 

EMPIRE  LOST 

On  the  day  war  ended  it  was 
"Fascism  is  dead.  New  we  must 
make  Europe*  he  said  to  lady 
Mosley,  and  indeed,  when  in 
Brixton  Prison, with  the  trag¬ 
edy  not  yet  visible  in  the 
minds  of  men, he  had  avowed  to 
a  fellow  detainee  "The  Bipire 
has  gone,  wa  must  .  now  unite 


The  day  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  gave  their  worthless 
guarantee  to  Poland  and  ma 


For  Mosley  to  return  to  the 
fray  appealing  to  the  gut  re¬ 
action  of  the  British  people, 
battered  and  bewildered  after 
an  exhaustive  war,  or  his  own 
loyal  supporters, bursting  out 
with  a  true  patriotism  held 
in  check  for  nearly  a  decade, 
and  Ignore  the  new  facts  of 
life  would  have  been  a  gross 
betrayal,  an  act  of  which  he 
would  have  been  incapable. 

Onion  Movement  was  there¬ 
fore  launched  with  Mosley's 
great  sense  of  urgency  to  un¬ 
ite  a  weakened  and  divided 
Europe. The  Man  whose ' failing ' 
was  always  to  be  ahead  of  his 
time, rallied  the  old  and  the 
new  to 'greatness  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  high  purpose. From  the 
dust  we  rise  to  see  a  vision 
that  came  not  before. All 
things  are  now  possible;  and 
all  will  be  achieved  by  the 
final  order  of  the  European.* 
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HOW  THEY  DIED:  The  latest  old 
comrades  added  to  British  Onion's 
Roll  of  Honour  resulting  from  our 
continuing  investigations. 

PUgfr  SERGEANT  D.P.BUKTPGHAW. 

Taking  off  from  Alconbury  on  the 
night  of  the  2nd  of  February  1944, 
Flight  Sergeant  Burtenshaw's  156 
Squadron  LANCASTER  JB640  was  one 
of  5  aircraft  that  failed  to  return 
from  ther  Berlin  target. 

18  aircraft  had  been  briefed  for 
the  operation.  4  failed  to  take  off, 
and  one  returned  early.  Just  13,  a 
figure  which  some  would  think  un¬ 
fortunate,  crossed  the  enemy  coast 
eastwards  on  that  night  when  another 
of  Mosley's  young  men  died. 

Flight  Sergeant  Burtenshaw,  20,  was 
one  of  three  members  of  ■  British 
Onion ' s  Brighton  Branch  known  to 
have  died  in  the  armed  forces. 

CAPTAIN  P.R.P. JCUBS 

Cm  8th  December  1941,  22  yr 
Captain  Felix  Jones, Company  Commander 
of  the  6th  Battalion  14th  Punjab 
A  (Sikh)  Coy.  sailed  from  Bombay  to 
Singapore  to  form  part  of  the  44th 
Indian  Infantry  Brigade. 

It  was  the  day  the  Japanese  Army 
invaded  Kalava, and  by  the  time  the 
battalion  arrived  at  the  Island  on 
25th  January  the  Japanese  had  overrun 
the  Peninsula  and  were  poised  to  att¬ 
ack  the  Island  over  the  Johore 
Straight. 

Joining  the  rest  of  the  Brigade  on 
the  West  Coast  of-  the  Island, 
the  battalion, largely  composed  of  raw 


and  untrained  troops, were  under 
attack  from  front, flank  and  rear 
within  hours  of  the  Japanese  invasion 
of  the  Island  on  February  9th. 
Withdrawn  into  a  reserve  position  to 
be  rested  and  fed  after  a  two 
fighting  withdrawal  without  food  or 
rest,  Captain  Jones  A  Coy, in  bivouac 
position, were  attacked  in  the  early 
hours  of  the  11th  by  the  enemy  who 
had  infiltrated  through  forward  pos¬ 
itions. 

In  chaotic  conditions.  Captain 
Jones  rapidly  rallied  his  man 
but  was  killed  when  starting  to  lead 
his  men  in  a  charge. 

GUNNER  CTPRGE  hrOOKER 

A  British  political  prison 
was  George  Breaker's  first  experience 
in  loss  of  freedom  and  a  German  P.C.W 
camp  his  last. 

Imprisoned  under  18B  Defence  Regul¬ 
ations  in  Stafford  goal  without 
cnarge  or  trial  in  1940, he  found  on 
his  release  in  1941, that, being  a 
studious  type  and  reading  much  under 
poor  light, his  eyesight  had  been 
affected. 

3ecause  of  the  unjust  treatment  of 
his  patriotism,  he  became  a  consc¬ 
ientious  objector  and  worked  on  a 
farm, but  in  due  time  his  true  consc¬ 
ience  forced  him  to  join  the  army. 

We  are  not  aware  of  his  army  serv¬ 
ice,  but  do  knew  he  became  a  prisoner 
of  war  in  Italy. 

We  do  know  that  during  the  severe 
winter  of  1944-45, when  German  armies 
refugees  and  POW's  inarched  westwards 
under  most  dreadful  conditions, the 
dying  George  Brook er  was  taken  by 
nuns  from  a  handcart  on  which  he  had 
been  laid, and  attempts  made  to  save 
nis  life,  but  it  was  already  too  late 
for  another  of  Mosley's  young  men. 

We  do  not  know  where  his  remains 
lie,  but  his  name  lives  on  inscribed 
on  the  Cassino  War  Memorial  and 
British  Unions  Roll  of  Honour. 


CHARLIE  WATTS 


Then  cane  loads  of  guest- 
loni  tbout  the  hew  Brlt- 
Ish  Broadcast  1 ng  Station, 
of  which  I  Anew  nothlno 
and  of  course  could  tell 
nnthlno.  *  from  Ms 

unpublished  Manuscript. 


Mr  .West  has  discovered  that  a  v»ekly 
publication  summarising  NBBS  broadcast 
was  issued  by  British  Union's  Charlie 
Watte ,  and  that  Joyce  knew  of  it  and 
maintained  contact  with  the  'British 
Underground ' .  He  admits  the  weakness 
of  this  supposition  by  his  inability 
to  trace  copies  of  the  publication, and 
admits  that  the  printing  presses  were 
never  found. 

It  is  a  pity  that  Mr  .West  was 
unaware  that  close  comrades  of 
the  late  Charlie  Watts  were  still  alive 


to  assist  with  their  memories,  and  of 
the  existence  of  his  unpublished  mem¬ 
oirs  whicn  discusses  this  subject. 

They  know  that  Charlie  watts, 
loyal  to  Mosley  and  Britain,  would 
never  have  had  contact  with  a  man 
disloyal  to  both.  As  Mosley  told  his 
i nterrooators : "If  anyone  in  my  move 


was  in  touch  with  v Joyce 


r.-k'ii-B-u-iThl-M-Ji 


a  perfect  outrage  to  me  as  to  the 


Nation  -  to  me  personal! 


What  is  likely  is  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  directed  M15  to  find  evidence  of 
BO  wartime  contact  with  Germany.  They 
found  that  Richard  Findlay,  who  they 
claimed  was  BU  Director  of  PR,  was  in 
conntunication  with  Joyce.  It  was  soon 
put  right  by  Mosley.  The  British  Onion 
officer,  A. C. Findlay,  was  an  entirely 
different  person. 

The  author  admits  that  all  other 


attenpts  to  prove  a  connection  between 
Airtime  and  NBBS  failed.  Not  the  kind 
to  give  up  easily  he  accuses  M15's 
Naxveil  Knight  of  framing  the  case  aa- 
ainst  Anna  Wotkoff  who ‘-served  10  years  - 
for  spying  on  evidence  planted  by 


Knight. 


islble  for  new 


■lieies 


Mr. West  has  made  extensive 
the  BBC  Written  Archived  Centre 


British  Onion  members. 
His  research  in  this 


ivelv  felt  by  those  who 
truth  of  itany  of  the  sac 


How  refreshingly  different  from 
-these  'dirty  tricks'  was  Mosley 
and  British  Union's  approach  of  'We 

if 


so  that  it  could  be  said 


fear. 

Comrade  researchers  feel  synpathy 
with  the  author's  attenpts  to  wrest 
cl^ed  and  'missing'  records  from  tlv 
Home  Office.  After  an  interview  he  was 
told  that  files  relating  to  Joyce  and 
others  would  soon  be  available.  After 
a  fruitless  wait  he  decided  not  to  de¬ 
lay  publication  further. 

- —  i  i  *  *  t 


its  of  old  com- 


slumber.  The 


First  Street  Meeting. 
May  Day  1948,  Dalston 
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By  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 


FROM  OLD  COMRADE 


Util  Franoii-Baukint ,  unlike  the  out¬ 
going  Raven  Thomson,  was  an  indrawn 
person  who  nevertheless  conveyed  a 
considerable  strength  of  character . 
All  his  conteopories  who  worked  with 
him  at  NHQ  are  no  longer  with  us,  but 
publish  tributes  from  some  old  com¬ 
rades  who  had  some  association  with 
him. 


Mosley 

May-Day 


FRANCIS  HAWKINS 


It  was  at  Olynpia  in  1934  that  I 
1  first  met  Franci s -Hawkins  when  I  was 
stewarding  the  balcony  surrounding  the 
main  body  of  the  hall.  A  memoer  of  the 
Red  Front  had  climbed  one  of  the  mam 
roof  girders  and  was  creating  a  great 
deal  of  disturbance.  Without  thought 
I  started  to  climb  up  after  him 
but  was  grabbed  and  pulled  dcMn  from 
behind.  "Don't  be  a  fool'  said  a  voice 
from  the  blackshirted  figure  that  had 
pulled  me  down,  and  who  immediately 
started  to  climb  the  girder, eventually 
persuading  the  interrupter  to  come 
down.. and  thats  hew  1  first  ret 
Francis  Hawkins! 


KEEL  FRANCIS-HAWKINS, whose  early  death 
at  the  aoe  of  47  on  Christmas  Day, 1950 
we  memorialize  in  this  issue, never 
faltered  in  his  devotion  to  O.M. ,or 
his  loyalty  to  cause  and  comrades, 
maintaining  this  without  surrender 
through  four  years  of  Brixton  Prison, 
restrictions  on  his  liberty  on  re— 


T-rat  Dick  Bellamy, BO  National  Inspector 
for  Northern  Bwland. 

I  always  found  Neil  Francis-Hawkins 
pleasant  and  co-operative  but  diffi¬ 
cult  to  'get  through  to’. This  was 
strange  as  we  should  have  had  so  much 
in  corrmon  -  both  ex -Public  School -and 
both  descended  from  West  Country  sea¬ 
farers:  this  may  have  stenned  from  our 
different  life-styles.  F.H.  was  a  very 
correct  middle -class  townsman  and  ny 
life  had  been  totally  different, having 
served  in  Ireland, and  at  sea, and  lived 
for  years  in  the  Out-back,  the 
Bush,  and  somewhat  blind  to  middle- 
class  conventions  and  inhibitions. 
Donovan,  our  Assistant  Director 

General  told  me  he  regarded  him  as  one 
of  the  most  strictly  honourable  men  he 
had  ever  known;  he  could  promote  a  man 
on  his  merits  wkiom  he  found  personally 
detestable, and  break  a  friend  who  did 
not  measure  up  to  his  high  standards! 
This  was  honesty  of  a  high  order. 

A  man  of  courage  and  devotion  to  duty, 
but  difficult  to  know. 


SHALL  MENTION 


NO  OTHER  BY  NAME 


THESE  TWO  MAY  REST 
AS  THE  MONUMENT  OF 


Joining  the  British  Fascists  on  their 
formation  in  the  early  1920's,  Francis- 
Hawkins  carried  the  bulk  of  the  rele 
membership  from  that  declining  organis¬ 
ation  with  him  to  join  Mosley  in  his 
newly  formed  British  Union  in  1932.  He 
fairly  soon  became  London  Organiser  and 
was  responsible  for  the  successful  trass 
meetings  at  the  Albert  Hall  and 
Olympia,  where  as  John  Cham  ley  tells 
us  in  his  tribute  on  this  page,  he 
showed  a  skill  and  courage  outside  his 
organising  ability. 

Later  he  was  promoted  to  National 
Organiser,  and  eventually  Director 

General  of  British  Union,  a  post  held 
until  the  dissolution  of  the  Movement 
in  1940. 


THOSE  WHO  DIED  AND 


OF  THOSE  WHO  LIVE 

(Reil  Francis-Hawkins 
and 

A. Raven  Thomson) 
Oswald  Mosley  'My  Life' 


1  knew  Francis-Hawkins  before  the  war 
only  as  an  officer  who  marched 
with  us,  and  like  so  many  I  remember, 
very  much  an  inspiration  to  we  younger 
memoers  of  British  Union.  If  the  going 
was  tough,  men  like  F.H.  set  an  ex¬ 
ample  that  I  think  few  of  us  failed  to 
respond. 

1  met  him  several  times  in  1946  with  a 
few  others  at  his  Mews  home  in 
Victoria  where  there  were  some  very 
angry , concerned  and  determined 
men.  Detention  had  not  subdued  them, 
and  1  felt  that  for  them,  and  those 
who  would  support  them,  the  struggle 
would  continue. 

I  was  shewn  identity  cards  narked  in 
red  ink  *18B" .  Never  charged,  never 
convicted;  unjustly  imprisoned,  then 
freed  to  be  branded  "18B".  What  chance 
had  they  of  obtaining  employment? 

This  was  the  major  concern  of  F.H.  and 
the  snail  group  I  met.  Led  by  F.H. they 
found  enployment  for  a  number  of 
lBb'ers,  and  the  snail  part  1  played 
makes  me  very  proud  to  have  made  that 
all  too  brief  acquaintance  of  Francis- 
Hawkins,  concerned  more  for  his  old 
comrades  than  he  was  for  himself. 


A  nan  in  whom  you  could  put  every 
trust.  Not  so  out-going  as  Raven 
Thomson  but  equally  determined,  self- 
posessed.  My  inpression  was  that  hid¬ 
den  behind  a  placid  face  one  felt  a 
capacity  of  sombre  alertness.  A  readi¬ 
ness  to  act  from  a  mainspring  after 
the  minutes  approaching  the  hour  of 
digested  decision. 

His  quite  and  undisturbing  exterior 
gave  to  the  capacity  of  waiting  for 
the  moment  of  advantage.  Quality  of 
calmness  revealed  his  strength,  the 
will,  the  determination.  He  would 
glance  and  turn  away.  The  penetration 
enough;  the  full  judgement  made,  mem¬ 
orised,  mentally  filed. 

A  nan  of  self-discipline  revealing 
steadfast  character  vital  to  the  org¬ 
anisation  to  which  he  gave  deserving 
merit  and  dignity  of  position. 

As  with  many  that  have  passed  on,  his 
achievements  and  spirit  are  a  living 
embodiment  of  the  future. 


•F.H'  on 
street 
sales 


March  1988 
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liberty  in  a  manner  not  previously  ex- 
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‘CRISIS’ 


THE 

STORY 


THE  BANNED  — 

THEN  MISSIN6  FILM 

OF  THE  MOSLEY  HERITAGE 


for  a  union  of  those 


Pictures  of  snoring  K.P.s  in 
Parliament,  dole  queues,  and 


"For  the 

first  time  in 

this  country,  outright 

political 

censorship  was 

imposed  on 

a  cinema  film " 

March  1988 
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'I  found  myself  on  a  number  of  occasions  close  to  tears. 
Sot  tears  of  sadness,  but  tears  of  pride '  ..first  time  former 

Union  Movement  guest 


fflje  Commemoration  dinner 


■slight  amendment  -  one  of  the  last 
message,  from  British  Onion  after  the 
arrest  of  Xosley  in  1940: 
r.n  fqhvabp  eysst  ora  of _ iqu _ ue 


PREPARE  THE  HMDS  OF  TIE  PEQPLH  FOR 
TEH  GREATTESS  THAT  SHALL  BE  TBEISS  - 
YHE3  1PS1ETS  IDEALS  ROLE  -  AS  IHfil 


to  the  disarmament  initiative  from 
Premier  Gorbachev  if  proved  valid 

John  Christian  talked  of  the 
importance  of  the  first  phase  of 
"COKSADE's"  work,  involving  intensive 
archival  research  and  lengthy 
correspondence  throughout  3ritain  and 
the  world  to  record  and  substantlat 
the  true  story  of  the  Xosley 
.Movement's  place  in  British  history. 
Only  when  the  past  is  seen  in  true 
perspective  can  anything  be  built 
soundly  for  the  future,  and  quoting 
Browning  "lie _ future _ I _ may  face,  ao« 


Many  new  faces,  both  old  and 
young, bore  evidence  of  COMRADE'S 
steady  advance  during  the  past 
year  and  a  growing  awareness 
that  as  all  other  policies  fail 
it  is  to  Mosley's  ideas  that  we 
must  look  with  fresh  dedication. 


Lady  Mosley  spoke  of  her  great 
pleasure  at  being  present  with  so  many 
friends  at  this  special  time  of  year 
and  her  delight  at  learning  recently 
that  a  handprinted  edition  of  0  X. ’ s 
philosophical  essays  had  been  re¬ 
issued  la  the  United  States. 

Ronald  Creasy  thanked  our 
distinguished  guest  for  gracing  with 
her  presence  an  occasion  that  always 
renewed  the  spirit  of  many.  He 
restated  his  belief  that  by  following 
the  Leader's  life-example  Truth  will 
prevail  over  the  lie,  Service  over 
selfishness  and  Hope  over  despair, 

father  Brjcari  Sewell  told  us  of 
the  central  theme  in  the  life  of  the 
late  Henry  Williamson,  famous  author 
and  Blackshirt.  His  two  greatest 
series  of  navels  were  an  attempt  to 
educate  the  young  la  the  wasteful 
criminality  of  wars.  Father  3rocari 
reminded  us  that  Xosley' s  last  spoken 
message  to  friends  and  comrades,  cade 
with  full  vigour  a  few  months  before 
hi s  death,  was  his  concern  that  we 
must  da  everything  possible  to  prevent 
these  in  power  drifting  towards  the 
final  holocaust  of  world  nuclear  war. 
Therefore  we  should  respond  positively 


Michael  Quill  rebutted  any 
suggestion  that  COMRADE  was  motivated 
by  potntiess  nostalgia  as  future 
issues  will  begin  to  demonstrate  Our 
numbers  may  3eem  relatively  modest 
against  the  slie  of  the  problem, 
noting  that  during  the  1930s  the 
3ritish  presence  la  Ceylon  was  only  a 
few  hundred  soldiers  and  officials  and 
yet  they  achieved  peace,  order  and 
security.  Today  tens  of  thousands  of 
troops  march  the  length  of  that 
unhappy  island  and  bath  terror  and 
disunion  prevail.  Quality  not  quantity 
will  always  win  the  day. 


’Senzy  Williamcn'3  two  greatest 
aeries  of  rc/oels  were  an  atterpt 
educate  the  young  in  the  wasteful 

criminality  of  ware"  — 

Father  Brocard  Sewell  1 


"Today  is  Oswald  Mosley  Da; 


In  conclusion  Dan  Barneton  spoke 
of  the  future.  Ve  all  had  a  special 
responsibility  because  we  all  had  a 
remarkable  gift:  hew  to  think  and  how 
to  live  from  Xosley  or  his  writings 
Vere  we  to  waste  that  gift?  Vhat 
would  be  his  message  if  not  only  just 
his  spirit  was  present?  He  would  be 
telling  us  to  get  out  and  tell  the 
people  what  we  know.  Family,  friends, 
workmates:  everybody  we  aeet  and 

wherever  we  meet  them.  The  crisis 


’fy  heart  beats  for  England,  but 
my  brain  thinks  of  Starve"  — 
Dan  Harms  ton 


THE  FASTEST  FLAG 
The  BUF  pennant  of 
Of  Its  London 
Volunteer  Trjniport 
Service  wjj  carried 
by  Captain  Sir 
Malcolm  Campbell 
on  his  famous 
BBlue  Bird “when  he 
created  a  new  world 
land  record  of 
3Cl.lZ*eh  at  Oaytona 
on  7th  March  1935 


Mrs  Dolly  Bailey  presents 
a  bouquet  to  Lady  MoSley 
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"Saxkl  the  sound  of  many  toIcss 


Echoes  through  the  rale  of 


AITKEl,  Andrew:  Pilot  Officer  RAF  and 


early  British  Chian  .nasoer:  killed 


flying  accident, Susse  ,  Decemer  1937 

aaggr:,  Mrs  Joe:  wife  of  former  Heavy 
'‘•toigr.t  Boxing  Cuopion  of  England: 
Rentier  British  Onion  like  her 
husband:  18B  Political  Prisoner 

in  Holloway  Goal  1940:  Onion  Move¬ 
ment  Wessex  until  her  death  on 
12  bwrwttvar  19S2. 

X!gH,Krs:  Mother  of  Smest  Coker. 
'Avion  Movement  Branch  leader  .Wal  th¬ 


ane  raw  and  family  of  British  Onion 


supporters  before  war:  Died  January 
1950. 

OCTFIgO,  K.T:  EpoLrej  Branch  British 


of  British  Union  and  one  of  its 


pioneer  manners  in  1932:  His  4  years 
incarcerated  in  arixton  Jail  1940  to 
1944  as  a  Political  Prisoner  did  not 
assist  his  Bronchial  asthma, bringing 
snout  his  early  death  at  43  on 
Oecenoer  25th. 1950. 

GRANT  of  Shoreditch:  British  Onion 


a  stalwart  and  loyal  mercer  who 
•undaunted  collected  donations  for 
the  18B  Detainees  Fund  during  the 
dark  years  of  the  war. 

Died  December  1950. 

H:  British  Union 


Parliamentary  Candidate  Guildford: 
Died  February  1939  after  injury  from 
brick  thrown  at  Blackshirt  march. 
WAHBCR3CN,  Ned:  New  Party  and  British 


Btii 


joining  the  Movement:  in  retirement 
helped  to  found  Taunton  Branch:  Died 
January  1938. 


ME  regret  to  report  the  death  on 
January  18th  of  old  comrade 
E.R.D'Aleaalo, first  BUF  District 
Leader  of  Plymouth, and  later 
District  Leader  of  Cheltenham. 

One  of  the  oldest  and  most  valued 
friends  of  37  yr  old  Dick  Bellamy, 
BUF  National  Inspector  and  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Candidate  for  Blackley, 
Manchester,  we  are  indebted  to  him 
for  this  tribute  to  his  old  friend. 

Hon  D'Alessio.in  his  mid-eighties 
on  his  death, was  the  son  of 
a  parson  and  entered  the  Royal  Navy 
as  a  Midshipman  and  qualified 
as  a  Marine  Engineer, resigning  his 
Commission  shortly  after  the  1st 
World  War.  He  enrolled  in  the  BUF 
in  1933  or  1934  and  on  account  of 
his  sound  good  sense  and  forceful 
character  was  quickly  promoted  to 
District  Officer.  Deeply  dis¬ 
appointed  to  find  the  Branch  exist¬ 
ed  only  on  paper  and  heavily  in 
debt, he  closed  the  spacious  Head¬ 
quarters  and  inauger a ted  a  thorough 
clean  up,  ending  with  a  much 
reduced  but  revitalised  branch. 
He  was  later  transferred  to 
Cheltenham  and  again  created 
a  wholly  satisfactory  branch. 

As  an  engineer  he  had  no  diff¬ 
iculty  in  securing  a  post  in  an 
aircraft  factory  where  he  remained 
until  rounded  up  by  wartime  13B 
internment  to  Waitcn  Goal,  then 
Ascot  and  Peel,  Isle  of  Man  from 
wnere  he  was  liberated  in  the 
sunmer  of  1941. 

After  the  war  he  returned 
to  sea  becoming  Chief  Engineer  in  a 
Red  Sea  trader. For  years  before  his 
death  his  health  was  vary  precar¬ 
ious. He  spent  his  last  years  in 
Bristol ,and  finally  Minehead. 

He  leaves  a  widow  and  two  sons. 
Farewell  Old  Comrade. 


We  regret  to  report  tne  death  on 
October  16th  1987  of  Peter  Ling 
of  Bourneocuth  who  was  a  Midlands 
member  of  Onion  Movement  in  the 
1950‘s. 

There  was  same  disagreement  years 
ago  writes  his  old  friend  Ted  Davey 
of  Southampton ,  'but  he  was 
fascinated  vrfien  X  gave  him  a  copy 

of  Cccvrade .  and  had  hoped  to  attend 
the  Cnmemcration  Dinner ' . 


-COMRADES  IN  STRUGGLE" 


Friends  of  O.M.  have  produced  a  one- 


hour  Audio  Cassette  of  Mosley  s  pre¬ 
war  speeches  and  Blackshirt  Bands  and 
Onion  Movement  Drums.  A  leaflet  is 
enclosed. 

Please  note  that  because  of  the  age 


and  condition  of  mjch  of  the  c 


material ,  the 


less  than  we  would  have  wished. 


A  CHRISTMAS  RZONICN  for  old  comrade* 


at  tne  early  days  of  ONION  MOVEMENT 
erven  London’ i  Jimny  give  gave  l 
parry  for  Mis  old  friend '  Young  Rmd‘ 
—  or  Reno  Sancuoci  co  give  him  nis 
blrtftrlgnt.  Jinny  and  Reno  were 
together  In  Union  Hovanent's  Drum 


On  a  brief  visit  to  England, ’Young 
Reno'  met  old  oamrades  he  had  not 
seen  for  a  nuraoer  of  years.  The  old 
songs  were  sung,  and  same  It 
Is  said  saw  the  daw:  I 


FRCM  DOW 


•I  was  thrilled  when  a  friend  sent 
cwo  copies  of  your  excellent  maga¬ 
zine"  writes  David  Clausen  from  New 
Zealand.  "Whilst  on  a  working  holiday 
to  UK  In  1960‘s  I  heard  Oswald  Mosley 
speak  at  North  Kensington  and  Earls 
Court.  Comrade  is  just  what  I've  been 
looking  for  but  didn't  realize  you 
existed.  I  couldn't  believe  all  the 
old  names  -  the  Bailey's, Dan  Harmston 
Quill's,  ani  Creasy  etc. etc.  I  do 
wish  you  all  the  best  with  Comrade.  I 
am  sure  you  are  on  the  right  track. 
You  have  certainly  impressed  me". 

INSPIRED  EVENING  AT  THE 


COMMEMORATION  DINNER 


"tWs  aumtirq  I  fcuti  bjqnjrBioial.  I  u«t  wish 
miaeioOya,  thinking  it  uajld  bt  a  swell 
ansicry  lam,  miatd  uith  lota  of  axiim  far  thcma 
no  togr*  uith  m.  InataaL,  I  fattd  motif  an  a 
tnhur  of  aoacmiam  olatt  to  tmsn.  Mot  t tai%  of 
taAmtt,  but  taan  of  pridt. 

%  oinSagt  is  MUn  kxwwc,  to  I  ha m  .W 
ajsm  tinot  I  ua  a  tcroolhcy  of  dm  dsfoc  us  cut 
to  dm  pie  inr  Slodartirca,  at d  the  taonplt  tte 
trtmj  as:  us.  %  ms  so  may  of  thm  than,  in  tom 
i  am  oomooting  infinity  to  do  to,  flllad 

am  wish  gnat  pridt.  Thcma  of  ty  pamraeion  out 
it  to  than  mm  atd  unr  to  aar y  dm  saaiimi 
found.  This  it  Jy  it  urn  alto  to  pood  to  tat  to 
may  yamtg  ptcplt  them.  Thty  utn  not  mtdmn  of 
Sritith  Mat  or  Mat  Yunrt,  but  still  dm 
matmat  hot  nay ml  thsir  tcUit. 9 
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by  the  head  of  our 


ression 


efforts  in  behalf  of  the 


Hess  may  soon  be 


crowned  with  success."  Letter  to  Gernan  listener  21  June  198* 


I  The  last  double-cross 
The  final  obscenity 


KILLED 


The  Prisoner 
of  Spandau 


HessiDIgnity 
In  Death 


|By  JOHN  CHRISTIAN  I 


hen  the  frail  and  nearly  blind  93  yr  old  RODOLF 
HESS  took  his  daily  warder  assisted  walk  from 
his  nine  by  eight  foot  cell  to  the  bus-shelter 
like  shack  misnamed  a  summer-house  in  the  garden  of 
u  Prison  that  August  afternoon  last  year,  perhaps 
heart  beat  a  little  faster,  the  legs  a 
1  ittle  lighter  and  the  eyes  a  little  brighter  as  his 
ts  dwelt  on  the  freedom  that  was  to  come.  At  long 
last  he  saw  the  end  of  his  46  yr  old  incarceration 


imposed  by  his  vengeful  enemies. 

On  reaching  his  wooden 


bench,  as  he  touched  and 
talked  with  his  only 
friends, the  little  birds 
he  had  tamed  -  the  only 
association  with  any  form 
of  life  graciously  grant¬ 
ed  by  a  judicial  ritual 
of  righteousness  —  perhaps 


ies,  a  self-inflicted 
hanging  from  a  five  foot 
length  of  electrical 
flex. 

For  Rudolf  Hess  believ¬ 
ed  he  was  going  hone. 


The  story  now  being 
leaked  from  diplomatic  and 


ion  to  Hess's  release  ac¬ 
companied  him  to  Moscow. 

The  Moscow  Radio  letter 
which  we  publish  would  seem 
to  confirm  the  'Gorbachev 
Plan ' .  It  was  in  reply  to  a 
letter  written  two  months 
previous  and  one  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  an  expression  of  this 
view  by  Moscow  Radio  with¬ 
out  top  level  release. 


release 

Why  should  the  British 
Government  have  objected  to 
the  release  of  Hess 
when  for  years,  in  answer 
to  humanitarian  appeals 
from  all  walks  of  life, they 
protested  their  guiltless 
inability  to  do  so  because 
of  the  'Soviet  veto'? 'The 


@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


Austin  .Sot.  w.G:  1st  ttn  KR1C  ano 
Liverpool  Britiaft  Union: 
age  26, killed  in  action  Tunla 
10  May  1943:Buriad 
Bab  War  Ceeetry, Tunisia. 
AYKES.Pte.r'HlppT'i  6th  Bn. 
Green  Mjuards  and  Idjnhouae 
British  union: killed  In  action 
near  Dunkirk  25  May  1940: 
Buried  Cty^-Plage  Coonunal 
Canetiy,  Franc*. 

anara.Cpl.A.A.Ji  2nd. Bn. Black 


Watch  1  Donat  British  Union: 
killed  In  action  Burma  5  April 
1544:  Name  Inscribed  Rangoon 
Manorial. 

EAST,!*. Philip:  5th. Bn  Queen’s 


Cun  Cameron  Highlanders  and 
leytonstone  British  Union  .-Age 
26:kllled  In  action  Tunisia 
24  April  1943:burled  Medjei 
-el-Bab  war  Cametry, Tunis la. 

FlTOi.Sq/Iilr  R.L.J. 'TitJot'DTC: 


RAT  1  Clapnam 
British  Union; 

Age  26:  killed 
in  flying  ops 
Marfolk  21  May 
l545:Buried  St 
NicnolasCburch 
telveden  Hatch 
Essex. 

/Pll  B.W:  RAF  VR:No.3 


Slider  Training  School : killed 
in  flying  accident  28  May 
1943:Age  22:leeds  British 
Union  and  released  IBB 
political  prisoner. 

IHVPg.Pte  R:  1/5  Bn  Queens 
Royal  Regt.and  Storeditch 
British  Union:killed  In  act¬ 
ion  before  Dunkirk  28  May 
1540:,Vge  21:buriad  Straiocle  I 
Damunal  Cone  try,  France. 

K1TTORO, Major  The  Hon  Tan: 


vealed  that  one  year  Moscow 
failed  to  object.  Britain 
made  sure  that  Hess  stayed 
in  his  cell  by  making  her 
own  objection. 

Glasnost  for  Hess 


he  told  them  of  the  beck-  intelligence  sources  is  that  Russians  want  to  keep  him  The  decision  by  Gorbachev 


oning  light  of  freedom,  Hess  was  to  be  freed  uni-  in  Spandau  until'  his  death'  -  the  man  Mrs  Thatcher  says 

and  the  finale  of  the  laterally  by  the  Russians  they  bleated.  "To  enable  she  can  do  business  with"  - 


Prisoner  of  Spandau  as  he 
fed  them  with  scraps  of 
food  saved  from  his 
meals. 

But  it  was  not  the 
freedom  of  death  that  had 

awakened _ the _ near 

lost  emotions  of  Rudolf 
Hess. 

Not  for  him  last  August 
the  thoughts  of  death  as 
a  release  from  his  miser ¬ 


before  the  end  of  the  year. 
Soviet  leader  Gorbachev  was 
to  declare  an  amnesty  in  a 
propaganda  coup  to  further 
the  acceptable  face  of  Sov¬ 
iet  Communism  in  Western 
Europe .  The  decision  was  re¬ 
ported  to  West  German  Pres¬ 
ident  von  Veiseaecker  prior 
to  his  Moscow  visit 
earlier  in  the  year.  The 
British  Government  were  in¬ 
formed  by  the  West  German 
President  and  their  obiect- 


them  retain  a  presence  in 
West  Berlin ' . 

All  British  governments 
since  the  war  have  main¬ 
tained  this  apologia  for 
doing  nothing ,  whatever 
their  political  hue. 

They  were  believed,  but 
it  is  now  becoming  clear  it 
was  false. 

Just  prior  to  the  death 
of  Hess,  the  American  TV 
programme  Sixty  Minutes  re¬ 


to  release  Hess  was  a  nan- 
oeuvre  of  highest  political 
skill. 

With  one  stroke  of 
the  pen  his  popularity,  al¬ 
ready  higher  than  President 
Regans  in  West  Germany , 
would  have  soared  to  new 
heights,  and  with  it  the 
pressures  to  reduce  their 
defence  capability. 

For  Britain,  Hess  on  the 
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'What  Is  now 
urgently  needed  Is  a 
comprehensive  central 


THE 

MOSLEY 

ARCHIVE 


I N  his  articles  Roy 
Cusaings  suggested  the 
col  lat  i  os  of  a  special 
archive  on  the  “Mosley 
Speech  Inheritance*:  and 
it  nay  well  be  that 
there  does  exist  other, 
as  yet,  undiscovered 
sound  recordings  of  the 
nan  regarded  by  many  as 
the  greatest  British 
orator  of  the  Twentieth 
Century. 

Inttreat  is  Mosley 
and  Ms  Moveaent  is  growing, 
sad  it  is  s  source  o  i 
coastaat  irustration  to 
historiaas  and  political 
studeate  that  so  little 
srigiaal  aaterial  survives, 
ill  the  SOT's  Headquarters 
records  were  seised  by  the 
Special  Branch  la  1640.  Sods 
of  these  records, 

particularly  tha  branch 
aesbershlp  lists,  sees  to 
hava  aow  t alien  by  dubious 
aeans  into  the  hands  of 


archive"  suggests 


PETER  MARCY 


graphs  that  nay  be  unique, 
leaflets  and  pasphlete  that 
soy  now  be  rare,  and  amateur 
clnefllas. 

During  the  last  few 
years  only  two  books  have 
been  published  containing 
reraoirs  of  Blackshirts.but 
there  are  quite  a  number 
which  exist  in  manuscript 
farm.  Of  these,  the  most 
authoritative  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  are  one-time  National 
Inspector  Dick  Bellamy's  *WE 
MARCHED  WITH  MOSLEY* ,  “EOSLEY 
IN  PERSPECTIVE*,  *  MEMOIRS 
OP  A  FASCIST  BEAST*.  East 
Yorkshire  Propaganda  Officer 
Jortn  Qtamley  has  recently 
produced  ‘troubled  times ■ 
Memories  of  a  Mosleylte*,and 
Farmer  and  Dorset  District 
Leader  Robert  Saunders  Q.B.E 
his*A  op  many  sorts*. 
In  addition.  Woman  District 
:.,ea:W  Nellie  Driver  of 
Nelson  produced  TRCM  THE 
SHADOWS  OF  EX IIS*,  and  it  is 
relieved  that  District  Loader 
Ronald  D'Alessio  of  Chelt¬ 
enham,  wno  passed  away  in 
January,  District  Deader 
Leslie  Grundy  of  Huddersfield 
ex-Royal  Flying  Corps  pilot 
John  Wynn,  and  Ascot  Con¬ 
centration  Camp  Leader 
Arthur  Swan  have  also  prod¬ 
uced  their  memoirs. 

Assembled  in  one  place 


prlvata  'collectors*,  but  It 
Is  likely  that  most  were 
destroyed  along  with  all  the 
115  docuaente  stored  there 
whet  PeBtoaville  Prison  was 
boabed  and  badly  daaaged  in 
1642.  In  1054,  tbe 
accidental  burning  down  of 
Mosley's  bouse  In  Ireland 
aust  have  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  evet  sore  archive 
aaterial. 

Much  left  to  collate 

Sc  what  reaalna?  An 
•noraous  aaount  of  notarial, 
for  although  tha  lettara 
ate.  ttcclred  by  Mosley  aust 
have  been  destroyed,  there 
are  hundreds,  perhaps  even 


However,  1  suggest  that 
wnat  is  now  urgently  needed 
is  a  conorenensive  central 
archive  covering  every  as¬ 
pect  of  Mosley's  political 
career  -  letters,  memos, 
reports  of  his  speeches  in 
Par  1  lament ,  newspaper 

cuttings,  photographs .pampn- 
lets.  books,  etc. The  archive 
would  hold  conplete  files  of 
•ACTION* .  “BLACKSHIRT*  ,  “FASC¬ 
IST  QUARTERLY* . 'BRITISH 

UNION  QUARTERLY* , “MOSLEY 
N&SLETTCT*  etc.  In  some  re- 
upects  Arencan  researchers 
are  aetter  provided  for  at 
present,  as  most  of  Mosley's 

nooks  have  been  reprinted  in 

me  U.S.A.  ! 


^  Vit  page  HESS 

loose  exposing  possibly  the 

greatest  establishment  cov¬ 

er  up  in  British  history.it 
could  have  had  inestimable 

consequencies ,  and  though 
93,  his  staying  pever 
through  years  of  captivity 
suggests  he  would  have  been 
capable. 

What  is  remarkable  is 
that  it  took  the  Russians 
so  long  to  get  wise  to  the 
situation,  and  ws here  see  the 
hand  of  the  English  rene¬ 
gade  ex-M16  Soviet  agent 
Kim  fttilby ,  now  back  in 
favour  with  the  Gorbachev 
establishment  for  his  ex¬ 
perience  and  knowledge  of 
-he  British  establishment. 

For  reason  of  the  heavily 
penetrated  Soviet  agent 
network  in  the  British  sec¬ 
urity  services  during  the 
war.  Kilty  was  certainly 
privy  to  more  of 

the  Hess  cover  up  than  the 
'mole'  hunters  have  record¬ 
ed.  He  certainly  knew  more 
than  what  has  been  told  to 
the  British  jxjblic. 

StsnliE _ knew  <?f 

British  cover  up 

From  Soviet  intelligence 
records,  Gorbachev  would 
also  have  knowledge  of  the 
Hess  British  cover-up. 

Stalin  was  alleged  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  under  interro¬ 
gation  Hess  revealed  de¬ 
tails  of  German  military 
plans  to  invade  Russia  and 
that  they  were  not  revealed 
to  him. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that 
this  poses  the  question 'why 
should  they'  -  at  the  time 
Stalin  was  supplying  Hitler 
with  essential  war  material 
and  sending  congratulations 
on  his  military  successes  - 
it  is  a  reasonable  conject¬ 
ure  from  what  we  do  know  of 
Hess,  that  if  he  did  reveal 
the  plans  it  could  only 
have  been  under  some  form 
of  extreme  '  interrogation ' , 
giving  credence  to  the  sub¬ 
mission  by  historian  David 
Irving  in  his  recent  book 
that  during  his  first  year 
of  inprisonment ,  Hess  was 
treated  with  early  experi¬ 
mental  1  truth  drugs ' ,  driv¬ 
ing  him  to  the  point  of  in¬ 
sanity.® 

It  is  also  believed  that 
when  lord  Staverbrock  visit¬ 
ed  Hess,  posing  as  a  pyschl- 
atrlst  at  Mytchett  Place, 
Aldershot. in  September, 1941, 
a  oopy  of  the  transcription 
of  the  interview. made  by  a 

concealed _ microphone  and 

officially _ recorded,  was 

made  by  a  Soviet 'mole'  ment>- 


the  Gtory-of  vftiy  Hess  flew 
to  Britain  was  known  to 
Josef  Stalin. 

With  a  full  insight  of  the 
delicate  British  position, 
Gorbachev  had  long  been  aw¬ 
are  of  the  Soviet  cover-up, 
responsible  for  their  years 
of  veto  on  the  release  of 
Hess. 

After  the  failure  of  the 
failure  of  the  Berlin  block¬ 
ade  to  put  the  whole  of  the 
capital  in  their  hands, the 
Soviet  strategy  changed  di¬ 
rection. 

Secret  Hess  flight  to 
East  Germany 

In  early  March  1952, Stalin 
suddenly  proposed  the  re¬ 
unification  of  Germany  as  an 
unarmed, neutral  state,  de¬ 
signed  to  force  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  American  forces 
from  Europe  and  lead  to  a 
Germany  under  Soviet  domin¬ 
ation. 

A  week  later,  on  March  17, 

1952,  according  to  distmc- 
uished  retired  Munich  Uni¬ 
versity  professor  Dr  Vemer 
Hater,  Hess  was  secretly 
taken  from  Soaniau  during 
the  night .while  the  Russians 

were  on  guard,  and  flour,  to 
East  Germany  to  meet 
Conminist  Prime  Minister 
Otto  Grottuohl  and  officials 
from  the  Kremlin. 

On  Stalin's  orders,  they 
offered  Mr  a  residence  in 
Dresden  as  head  of  a  new 
'National  Democratic  Party 
of  Germany'  to  take  in  form¬ 

er  Nazis  ,  and  his  iitnediate 
freedom. 

loyal  to  Hitler's  memory, 
Hess  refused  and  he  was  told 
that  the  Russians  would  rake 
sure  that  he  would  be  im¬ 
prisoned  until  his  death. 

According  to  Dr  Maser, who 
makes  the  claim  in  his  mem¬ 
oirs, he  was  given  the  secret 
information  by  the  test 
German  Prime  Minister  at  the 
time  but  promised  to 
keep  silent  for  at  least  70 
years  after  Herr  Grotewohl's 
death. 

Hess;  Gorbachev's  Ace 

Treading  warily  in  his 
demolition  of  Stalin  because 
of  the  hard  line  Stalinites, 
Gorbachev  found  his  ace  in 
the  pack.  Rudolf  Hess.  With 
Hess  at  large, releasing  the 
news  of  the  Stalin  offer  - 
the  great  anti-fascist,  the 
great  anti-nazi ,  about  whe 
it  was  already  being  argued 
whether  he  had  killed  more 
Russians  than  the  Germans 
had,  doing  a  deal  with  the 
former  Deputy  Fuehrer  of 
Nazi  Germany. 

Gorbachev  had  everything 
going  far  Mm.  only  the 
British  would  be  carpranused 
and  that  also  would  be  fine 
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S  - 


le  of  raising  his  hands 


above  his  head, had  tied  a  wire 


round  his  neck  in  a  si 
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and 


So  it  was 


The  warder  that  should  have 
teen  or.  guard  was  missing  .where 
and ‘ for  how  Iona’ .and  when  he 


was  found  there  was  'pandemon¬ 
ium'  about  who  waste  blame,  and 
how  it  might  be  'covered  up 'is 
a  digest  of  of  official  and 
madia  reports . 

Wiich  would  seem  to  set  the 
historical  scene  for  the  end  of 
the  nan  who  tuts  provided  the 
20th  Century  with  possibly  its 
greatest  mystery. 

Or  does  it  ? 


very  different  view  of  that 
Spandau  August  afternoon. 

It  alleoes  that  2  men. not  on 


the  orevious  two  mahts  there 


and  where  waiting  in  the  simmer 


that  the  ab¬ 


sence  of  his 


to  strangle  him  with 


ly  to  be 


followed  b\  :  to  fake 


ran  into  unex- 


The  old  man  f 


in  the' pandemonium  an  American 


heard  his 


Unconscious,  he  was  taken 


mill 


ish  Military  Hospital  where  the 


Kv  source  all 


ed  in  the  ambulance 


u'and  have  not  been  seen 


since. Members  of  the  last  us 


been  transferred  out  of 


1  am  told.  To  Pacific  bases  1 


Spandau  Prison  was  then  pull¬ 
down  inaction  such  as  has  not 
been  seen  in  Europe  since  Hit¬ 
ler's  'Blit2crieg',and  unless 
I  have  been  dilatory,  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  a  report  of  any  enqu¬ 
iry, even  if  it  was  to  be  anoth¬ 
er  cover  up  is  very  odd. 

Mv  information  is  that  Hess 


in  the  guards  of  all  4  nations 


and  some  long  serving  warders 


were  attached  to  him.  In  recent 


there  was  little 


to  him 


from  outside 

• 

>HI‘  i * 

>ersc* 

icnertj 

ies  with 

near  in 


the  Satdai 


himself ■* 

Perhaps  the  most  honest  app¬ 
raisal  of  Hess  the  nan, and  an¬ 
alysis  of  that  day  in  May  of 
1941,  tften  a  middle-aged  nan 
dropped  from  the  Scottish  sky 
by  a  one  way  only  flight  from 
Germany .was  made  ten  years  ago 
by  Cr.Glen  St.J.tkrrZa'.  hnxia  in 
Bistay,  Ihiuemity  of  Umamlard  in 
his  book  an  the  early  part  of 
the  Second  World  War  Their  Finest 


"Perhaps  she’s  one  of  ours 
-  Come  On"  said  my  brother, 
and  in  we  plunged,  forcing 
our  way  to  her  sidejustas 
a  solitary  policeman  made 
it. 

Within  seconds  I  was  down 
and  as  the  kicks  went  in  I 
did  see  my  brother , girl ,  and 
constable  fighting  their  way 
through  the  crowd  towards 
Marble  Arch. 

later  I  learned  that,  ass¬ 
isted  by  two  further  const¬ 
ables,  they  n-ade  it  through  a 
a  hail  of  stones  and  kicks 
to  jucp  a  passing  bus, the 


'Not  again  Peter' ....l ton 
Peter  tecn.John  Christian, 
and  'dale*  Dean  tend  an 
Injured  steward  at  Mosley's 
netting  at  Mttchan  Baths  on 
March  2nd. 1938 


re- 
■  of 
iral 
i  to 
in- 
and 

Mitcham  speaker  Brio  Steer « 
injured  in  a  seperate 
incident. 

Bruised  and  battered 


ust  another  day  to  be  re— 


centered  for  those  involved 


For  like  otter  British  Union 


comrades ,  or.  otter  da 


their  dedication  to  Mosl 


and  bis  cause  of  a  greater 


future  for  Britain  and  her 


sons,  they  freely  gave  their 


bodies  as  well  as  their 


COMRADE 


April /May  1988 


THOUGHTS  THAT 
COME/ 
—  Hk7= 


By  GORDON 
BECKWELL 


Some  of  our  best  friends  are 
_ Robots _ 

There  were  two  things  in  particular 
that  Oswald  Mosley  never  lost  faith 
in.  The  British  people,  and  the  power 
of  modem  science  to  increase  tha 
means  to  produce . 

I  remember  coming  across  ay  first 
Xosley  book  at  tie  age  of  IS  in  a 
local  library.  *  Bosley:  The  Knots* 
published  la  tbe  1950a  contained  a 
futuristic  essay  by  the  Leader  on 
Automation;  bow  properly  applied  it 
would  raise  wages  and  consumption  and 
reduce  tbe  working  day.  That  was 
before  tbe  microchip.  Computer  Aided 
Xaoufacture  and  tbe  days  when  Industry 
could  boast  “Hand  -built  by  Robots*. 

Bow  sad  has  become  tbe  reality, 
bow  great  tbe  opportualty  lost. 
Insteesed  of  directing  modern 
technology  towards  Increased  output 
coupled  with  greater  leisure  time  for 
all,  it  has  been  used  to  reduce  tbe 
workforce  and  allow  greater  profit  to 
be  gained  .  from  barely  raised 
production.  Along  with  unfair 
competition  from  cheap  labour 
countries  and  tbe  refusal  to  equate 
purchasing  power  with  the  supply  of 
goods,  automation  has  helped  relegate 
la  Britain  alone,  nearly  4-milllon 
people  and  their  families  to 
uselessness. 

Xosley  would  have  handled  it 
differently  and  his  Ideas  still  show 
tbe  way  forward.  Government  must 
establish  the  guiding  principle  that 
the  new  technologies  must  be  used  only 
to  raise  production  and  wages  and/or 
leisure  time:  not  to  allow  Finance 
make  quick  profits  by  throwing  workers 
into  the  rubbish  skip  of  unemployment 
and  cutting  their  labour  costs. 

Consider  the  alternatives. 

Imagine  that  yet  another  high 
technology  system  Is  developed  that 
will  allow  one  person  to  do  the  work 
of  four.  The  temptation  Is  for 
management  to  sack  three  people  and 
boost  profit  by  cutting  their  wage 
bill  by  751. 


COMRADE  does  not  lay  down 
detailed  policy  other  than  a 
general  adherence  to  the  Ideas 
of  C&ald  Ntsley.ln  this  column 
Ggp±k  Beckuelf,  one  of  our 
forward  looking  advocates  of 
Mosley  thought,  gives  his 
personal  views  on  the  future. 


Vhat  we  need  is  a  losley-1  aspired 
government  policy  that  would  require 
management  to  still  employ  four 
people.  Increase  output  four-fold  and 
raise  wages  by  4001  to  provide  tbe 
purchasing  power  to  absorb  the 
increased  production.  The  higher  tax 
yield  would  also  increase  several-fold 
allowing  those  in  public  service  and 
pensioners  to  share  the  benefits  too. 

Of  course,  the  details  have  been 
simplified  but  tbe  principle  is  sound. 
So  we  fear  not  tbe  robots  nor  view  tbe 
microchip  with  the  dread  of  Luddites. 
Instead  we  ask:  why  do  we  never  hear 
any  serious  attempt  at  ideas  to  solve 
unemployment  from  the  fine  minds  of 
the  Old  Parties?  Half  measures  maybe. 
But  even  the  most  gullible  observer 
knows  that  retraining  people  to  Mirk 
In  other  industries  equally  cursed  by 
high  unemployment  is  a  cruel  political 
hoax.  And  a  child  recognises  that  Job 
sharing  means  sharing  the  pay  and 
nobody  can  support  a  family  on  half  a 
wage. 

So  why  on  the  rare  oocaslons  that 
Mosley's  ideas  for  full  enployment  are 
raised  do  the  Old  Party  careerists 
hide  behind  talk  about  concentration 


many  that  Mosley  condemned  and  which 
would  never  have  happened  if  pre-war 
government  had  heeded  his  case  for 
Peace. 

Black  and  White  against 
-  left  and  Right? 

During  the  lata  1930a  tha  Britiah 
Onion  paper  ACTION  found  time  to 
campaign  against  the  iniquity  of 
uorking  conditions  and  mass  un¬ 
employment  among  black  people  on 
Vest  Indian  sugar  plantations  as 
unuorthy  of  a  great  Empire  containing 
many  races. 

Alter  the  war  Britain  paia  the 
price  through  the  influx  of  Jamaicans 
lazed  wjth  starvstloh  ih  their  own 
country  by  the  early  1950s  Union 
Xcveaen  t  was  taking  the  lead  in 
warning  of  the  social  dangers  of  mass 
immigration  The  throwing  together  of 


.  And  now  10  years 
azer  strife  we  have  had.  MuJ  ti¬ 
re  zis  a  seems  to  bring  out  the  worst  In 
t::h  Black  and  Vhlte.  In  the  former  it 
leads  is  the  recently  reported 
incidence  of  crime  while  in  the  latter 
it  can  breed  racial  hatred.  From  the 
start  Neeley  made  it  clear  that  we  do 
not  condemn  law-abiding  Slack  people 
who  along  with  Vllte  people  are  the 
victims  of  manipulation  and  financial 
exploitation  The  culprits  are  the 
media  op  ini  cn  formers,  trade  union 
leaders  and  politicians  who  allowed  it 
to  happen  And  the  governments  who,  as 
recent  releases  of  Cabinet  papers  make 
clear,  well  knew  the  eon  sequences  but 
still  did  nothing- 

Neeley's  policy  was  *a  fair  deal 
ior  all  in  their  own  countries.*.  In 
tie  heat  of  the  sosest  ordinary  people 
say  say  things  that  do  not  bear  close 
examination  in  calmer  periods.  But 
there  :s  no  reason  why  the  interests 
of  all  should  net  coincide-  specified 
changes  la  government  policy  could 
bring  prosperity  to  the  Car  ri  bean 
countries  providing  good  Jobs  for  the 
majority  ct  Black  people  who.  opinion 
polls  Indicate,  would  preier  to  live 
in  their  country  of  racial  origin, 

Xosley  made  contact  with 
responsible  Black  leaders  and  talked 
to  them  In  their  own  homes.  It  was  to 
the  great  credit  of  Pnjoa  Neve  men  t 
that  in  the  early  196Cs  an  Associate 
Novemen  t  was  formed  whereby  Black 
people  cc-uld  co-operate  In  a  fair 
policy  of  Jasaica  for  tie  Jamaicans, 
Asia  for  the  Asians  and  Britain  for 
the  British. 

It  was  led,  if  1  remember  rightly, 
by  a  Vest  Indian  FAB  officer  and  an 
Asian  lawyer.  Of  course,  media  abuse 
and  the  lies  of  our  opponents  ensured 
only  Halt  red  progress  for  this 
Assocate  Movement  but  the  principle 
was  established. 

From  time  to  time  I  muse  on  tha 
shocked  reaction  of  the  Liberal-Left 
love.  Brotherhood,  humanity  Brigade  if 
at  some  time  Tn  the  future  they 


discover  Slack  peer, 

pre; 

r#rr 

•ina  to 

co-operate  with  us  at 

join 

for_ 

an 

honest 

ansuer  to  the  mutual  horrors  of  multn- 
racism  rctner  than  tncmselvee.  There’e 
no  reaoon  uhu  it  shouldn’t  happen.  Vho 
eaye  eo? 

Hoe  ley  said  eo I 


Vtl'  ■>» 


have  rallied  for 


Union  marches  alone  in  the 
cause  of  people  and  peace... 
Alone  it  challenges  all  the 
forces  that  strive  to  bring 


in  the  world 


spilling  of 
British  blood 


ernfic  reception 
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1939 


THE  LAST  LONG  MARCH 


Ss fan  the  rear  of  the  nts ndi  had  left  the  aseeibly  point, 
njeterod  in  tight  rente  etretdxing  betuetn  Bngorfard  and 
Vests inster  Bridget,  the  head  of  the  odium  had  readied 
Oaring  Crass  Uni,  the  urtrKxan  line  etretdiing  far  bad.  dan 
St ./tsdins  Place,  rand  three  eidee  of  Trafalgar  Square  and 
along  Bcrihnberlatd  tww  to  Victoria  Ditanknent. 

ORDER  OF  MARCH 


BRITISH  UNION’S 


BATTLE  FOR 


PEACE 


THE  GREATEST  march  for 


Peace  in  the  history  of 


British  Onion  took  place 


on  Sunday  May  7th.  1939 


when  20,000  Blackshirts 


marched  from  London ' s 


Victoria  Embankment  to 


Senior  Administrator,  London 
Bugler. ..P/A  London. .  .2  Orderlies 
SpeclAl  Detachment,  four  men 
Old  Flag. ..District  Inspector  Walker 

Special  Detachment. . .1?  men. . .District  Inspector  Osborn 
First  Section  of  Drums. ..Bend  Leader  Hardlman 
Leader's  Farts'. ..a  men 
Asst.D.G.  *A“... LEADER... Director  General 
Leader's  Fleg...Armsden 
Leader's  Party. ..a  men 
HEADS  OF  DEPARTMENTS 
LONDON  ADMINISTRATION  COLOURS 


route  there  were  cries  of 
'Hail  Mosley 'and  the  British 
Union  salute  was  frequently 
given. . .” 

At  Ridley  «oad  "the  march¬ 
ers  were  given  a  terrific 
reception"  it  continued. 
"With  Mosley  at  their  head 
they  swung  into  the  street, 
drums, fifes, bagpipes,  trump¬ 
ets,  playing  'Sons  of  the 
Sea’." 

Not  'one  drop  of 


Ridley  Road,  Dalston. 


This  was  the  figure  re- 


Preas  whose  reporter  con¬ 
fessed:  "I  didn’t  know  there 
were  so  many  of  them." 

At  Ridley  Road,  a  waiting 
crowd  of  20,000  cheered  the 
marchers  on  arrival  and 
stayed  to  hear  the  speech  of 
the  Leader  of  British  Union 
at  the  culmination  of  this 
massive  demonstration  of  the 
people's  will  for  peace. 

'Wake  Up  Britain... 


British  blood' 


Stop  War1 


SATURDAY  MAY  7XH  1988 


THE  STANDARDS  Of  HONOUR 

BRITISH  UNION  DAT  1939  mu  tr>* 
first  time  tint  the  <0  new  Honour 
Standards  of  Brltlsn  Union  mere 
carried  In  procession. 

In  four  contingents  of  fifteen, 
etch  held  high  by  i  specially  chos¬ 
en  bearer  they  consisted  of  the 
Action  Flesh  within  »n  Oekleef 
Circle  surmounted  by  t  Point.  Be- 
neeth  mss  <  nets!  plaque  marked 
‘British  union*  and  beneath  this  a 
larger  Circle  and  Flash  on  a  red 
cloth  background. 

They  mere  never  again  to  be 
proudly  carried  through  our  English 
streets  In  s  British  Union  march. 
Four  months  later  Britain  declared 
■ar  with  Germany,  and  British  Union 
had  Tost  Its  valiant  last  ditch 
battle  for  Peace. 

But  one  day  men  will  say  that  In 
the  nobility  of  Its  lest  glorious 
sum  to  ceTend  the  true  Interests 
of  the  Brltlsn  people,  It  achieved 
a  height  of  honour  tnat  will  ever 
be  an  eia*>le  of  a  true  patriotism 
and  quality  of  purpose. 

Its  Honour  Standards,  born  to  be 
borne  only  on  that  lest  long  march, 
will  ever  represent  the  Battle 
Honour  of  that  army  of  selfless 
men  end  women  who,  with  a  laugh  on 
their  1 1  ps  r—  dared  ell  In  the 
lost  battle  to  save  the  land  they 
loved. 


Two  weeks  before,  the  word 
had  gone  out  in  a  private 
order  from  the  Senior  Admin- 
istrator, London, Captain  U.A. 
Hicks  to  all  Districts:  " The 
old  parties  are  united  in 
support  of  the  Government's 
present  foreign  policy. 
United  they  stand  in  the 
drift  to  VAR  and  behind  them 
is  the  terrible  paver  of  the 
Press.  Mosley  has  proved  by 
his  great  rallies  for  PEACE 
in  different  parts  of  the 
country  that  the  people  need 
British  Union  Policy... to 
VAKE  UP  BRIT AIK  and  STOP 
VAR.  This  year's  MAY  DAY 
RALLY  is  dedicated  to  the 
cause  of  PEACE. " 

The  response  was  over¬ 
whelming:  they  cane  in  their 
thousands.  20,000  narchers 
compared  with  B,000  at  the 
1938  May  Day  Rally,  itself 
considered  impressive  at  the 
Mme,  showing  the  remarkable 
turning  of  popular  support 
towards  British  Union  policy 
of  Peace  and  Social  Justice. 

Both  the  march  and  meeting 
were  peaceful  and  completely 
unopposed,  a  sign  of  the 
large  and  growing  earnest 
and  enthusiastic  support  to 


the  heart-felt  cause 
of  Peace  through  British 
Union. 

crowds  gathered  at  main 
points  along  the  route  - 
-  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  Rose- 
bury  Avenue,  Penton  Street, 
Barnesbury  Road  and  Liver¬ 
pool  Road  to  cheer  the 
column.  One  group  at  Newing¬ 
ton  Green  had  waited  an  hour 
to  see  Mosle 


British  Union  Dayd 


"Islington  turned  out  to 
see  them.  The  streets  were 
crowded.  Hundreds  watched 
from  open  windows"  reported 
the  local  paper,  as  "Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  and  his  20,000 
Blackshirts  marched  through 
Islington. .their  Union  Jacks 
boldly... Along  the 


Special  Detachment. ..24  men 

No. 1  Detachment  (1st. London  Area):  Olkt.lnapector  Watts 

ho. 2  Detachment  (2nd. London  Area):  Dlst. Inspector  Bloomfield 
ho. 3  Detachment  (3rd.London  Area):  D1$t. Inspector  Curruthers 
Public  Address  Ven 
Second  Section  of  Drums... Johnson 
No. 4  Detachment  (Attached  London  Aree):Nat. Inspector  McKechnle 
Ho. 5  Detachment  (4th. London  Area):  Dlst. Leader  Sutherland 

Ho. 6  Detachiwnt  (Stb.London  Area ) :D1st. Inspector  Cepleton 
woewn's  Section  of  OrumsrWoeens  County  Orgenlser  Hiss  Bond 
No. 7  Detachment ( Women ) rCnief  womens  Organiser  Mrs. Brock  Griggs 
ho. 8  Detachmeni(Woncn) : Womens  National  Inspector  Mrs. Buffer 
he. 9  Detachment  (6th.london  Area):  Olstrlct  Inspector  Thornes 
MASSED  COLOURS... A/P/0  Armstrong 
ho. 10  Detachaient  (7th. London  Aren):  District  Inspector  Podger 
ho. 11  Detachment  (Attached  London  Aret):  Nat. Inspector  Bellaap 
No. 12  Detachment  (8th. London  Area):  A/P/0  Waters 

ho. 13  Detachment  (gth.London  Area):  District  Leader  Beavan 

COACH 

Fourth  Section  of  Drums. . .Wright 
No.ia  Detachment  (Attached  London  Area):  Nat. Inspector  Garnett 
No. IS  Detachment  (Attached  London  Aria):  Nat. Inspector  Moran 
No. 16  Detachamnt  (10th  London  Area):  District  Inspector  Lyon 
No. 17  Detachment  (11th. London  Area):  Olstrlct  Inspector  Rigby 
In  Charge  Motor  Cyclists. ..R. Tubby 


By 


GORDON 


BECKWEL 


COMRADE 


April/Vay  1988 


OBITUARY 
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Arthur  Itlfir 


1934 
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trie  SI 
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Unexpoc-tedly  in  hospital  on  April  4th  after  an  energenc-y 
operation,  Eric  Siapkijria,  70,  of  Woodford  Bridge, Essex,  will 
be  sorely  by  older  and  younger  comrades  at  P.O.M. 
functions  where  he  and  his  wife  Past  were  a  familiar  and 
welcome  twosome. 

A  mender  of  British  Onion  Oran  Corps,  he  served  during  the 
war  in  the  Royal  Artillery  and  was  in  action  after 'D 
Day*  in  Normandy, Belgian  and  Germany,  accompanied  by  Oswald 
Mosley's  Tomorrow  V»  Live *  carried  always  in  his  pack. 

After  the  ar  he  was  in  the  first  Union  Movement  Drum 
Qaps,  a  familiar  figure  in  his  beoedalled  Array  hattledress 
tunic. 

Eric  was  truly  'wedded'  to  British  Chian. marrying  the 
daughter  of  veteran  former  Hackney  District  leader  Jack 
Groves.  Our  hearts  go  out  to  Pam  in  her  most  grievlous  loss. 


E&llSIlJCTlSVAUJ 


On  March  23rd.  in  his  88th.  year  Arthur  Sesvan  was  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  oldest  of  our  old  comrades.  Bom  in  South  Hales 
he  was  already  at  sea  at  the  age  of  14. serving  in  the 
Merchant  Navy  and  Army  during  World  War  1.  Later  ht  served 
in  the  United  States  Array. 

Returning  to  Oigland  he  became  active  in  the  Comnurust 
Party  until  the  birth  of  British  Union  where  he  said, shortly 
before  his  death,  *1  found  the  end  of  my  search.* 

He  soon  became  a  Unit  Leader  in  British  Chian's  elite  *1* 
Division,  and  later  District  leader  of  West  Ham  where  short¬ 
ly  before  the  war  he  efficiently  organised  a  membership  of 
over  800.  He  was  also  to  become  30's  Prospective  Parliament- 
Candidate  for  Upton. 

A  wartime  British  political  prisoner  under  the  infamous 
1SB  Regulations,  he  was  also  active  in  the  early  days  of 
Union  Movement,  and  as  he  grew  older  and  moved  to  Basildon 
in  Essex,  he  kept  his  faith  and  loyalty  to  Mosley  in  the 
confines  of  his  little  saall  roam,  alone  with  The  Loader’s 
portrait  to  remind  him  of  the  great  days  of  the  past,  and  a 
photograph  of  the  other  great  love  of  his  life,  British 
Uhlan  East  Ham  Branch  Women's  Organiser  'Scram'  Bullivant, 
his  wife  who  predeceased  him  by  some  20  years. 

We  Oio  are  old  enough  to  remember  the  younger 
'Beavan'  recall  his  'prickly'  exterior  -  the  hard 
man  who  did  not  suffer  fools  gladly  if  he  thought 
their  actions  injurious  to  Mosley's  cause. 

We  will  also  remember  him  as  a  symbol  of  the 
quality  of  men  who  joined  Mosley  in  his  long 
march. 

The  local  people  of  Basildon  will  also  remember 
the  familiar  figure,  his  ageing  body  racked  with 
arthritis,  collecting  his  weekly  pension  wearing 
permanently  on  his  ooat  the  British  Onion  Bronze 
Distinction  Badge  of  Merit  awarded  to  him  in  1937. 

A  fighter  to  the  very  end. 

Farewell  old  comrades.  You  have  left  us  but  your 


irit  lives .  Hie 


tions  to  come. 


OUR 

BLACKSHIRT 

DEAD 


5t*.Bn.Qu»tA‘S  Own 
Ctwron  HloUltivderi 


Wm 


.  OLD  COMRADES 
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PMlIp  Cast, age  it, 

ielned  Leytomton* 

ranch  of  Irltlth 
Unton  wfitn  a  pupil  of  Layton 
County  High  School,  on*  of  three 
pupils  who  Joined  the  Branch  who 
we  now  know  were  killed  In 
|  action. 

It  was  during  the  5th. 

1  Army's  drive  North  to  Sfax 
and  Sousse  -  and  finally 
Tunis,  that  Philip  re¬ 
joined  his  battalion 
after  three  months  in 
hospital.  Four  days  later 
he  was  leading  a  patrol 
against  German  positions 
near  Takrouna  Bill  and 
found  that  they  had  not 
withdrawn  as  had  been  be¬ 
lieved  but  were  there  in 
farce. 

The  patrol  engaged  them 
with  grenades  and  with¬ 
drew  as  they  were  sniped 
from  German  rear  positions 
and  Philip  was  killed. 

BLACKSHIRT  MEMOIRS 
RECORDED 

"HISTORIANS  HAO  seriously  neg¬ 
lected  recollections  Of  many 
of  the  members  of  the  BUT*  and 
that  "there  is  a  pressing  need 
to  recover  such  memories  If  a 
|  serious  historical  study  Is 
|  one  day  to  be  produced*  sugg- 
I  ested  a  university  historian 
1  corresponding  with  “COMRADE* 

I  last  year. 

TRIENDS  of  O.M. agree  and  are 

mindful  of  a  duty  to  hand  on 
|  to  future  generations  tne 
true  record  of  those  men  and 
women  who  participated  In 
Mosley  and  British  union's 
sublime  struggle  to  save 

Britain  from  decay, and  to  In¬ 
spire  the  British  people  with 
a  vision  of  a  future  “Tomorrow 
we  Live*. 

It  is  a  fact  of  life  that  the 
vast  majority  of  our  old  com¬ 
rades  are  no  longer  with' us 
but  those  of  us  who  remain  can 
still, by  the  example  of  their 
past, show  the  new  generations 
the  way. 

In  January  this  year,  FRIENDS 
of  O.M. has.  by  appointment, been 
visiting  old  comrades  in  a  pro¬ 
ject  of  recording  on  tape  their 
memoirs.  These  are  for  our  own 
historical  archives  and  will 
remain  In  our  possession  for 
the  foreseeable  future  and 
nothing  In  them  will  be  used, 
even  by  FRIENDS  of  O.M.  wtthout 
receiving  permission  from  the 
person  featured, as  long  as  they 
are  alive. 


k^J. 


OMHCLr.'.Ri  -AiOMter 


Srltipn  Union  l  union  mw 
rmrt:  May  1952. 

OLE, Captain  T.f:  on*  of  first 
officer  Ourgtsa  HI  11. Sussex 
British  Union:  May  1939 
PHlG.PaddV!  Klllwoll 
RAT,  &  early  Union 


cultural  Section  T3.V:  Dist¬ 
rict  Treasurer  Eye, Suffolk 
British  Union  and  Standard 
Bearer  Earls  Court, July  1939: 
Onion  Movement  1911-:  On  9th 
April  1985. age  74. 

MTTTOap.Unitv  VSlkvrle:  lady 
Maslsy’s  Hater  : 2 E  Kay  1948. 

Klwrnracz.A:  District  leader 


HonLUm.Suieex.aritiah  Union: 
April  1948 

HOBPCSLri,  Kenneth:  Shoreditch 


British  Union:  May  1939. 


Ue  ask  all  old  comrades  to 
assist  In  this  project. and 
would  be  grateful  if  those  who 
have  not  been  directly  contact¬ 
ed  would  write  to  us  with  their 
co-opera tl on. Ue  would  remind 
all  old  British  Union  comrades 
that  even  the  most  non-active 
of  non-active  maters  .who  might 
think  they  have  little  to  say, 
that  however  little, like  the 
days  of  British  Unlon.the  part 
one  played, small  or  large, was 
vital  for  the  whole. 


Greetings 


BUR HOOD  Dicky: 

Our  Bethnal  Green 
•Battler' : 

On  May  12th  'Happy 
Birthday'  old  comrade 
On  Ms  82nd  ! 


r&  CASH:  1  trm  rrlatM  U  to#  poltl- 
ul  ins  Barsoaal  111,  of  Hr  0i.sU 
natlsr.  klie  asltrltl  e,  t»«  w. 
*»rt».  1-1 1 1  u  M»1«r  »r  fstcliu 
f«e  Qatar  n—imt.  aoi  Cl  PI 

ISl.UrwII  Cnirt.rownall  ta.LWKMr.tl 

"The  BUF  Appointments  List" 
[pre 1936  "Official  Gazette! 
If  any  reader  has  any 
copies. even  If  incomplete, 
FOM  would  appreciate  the 
opportunity  to  photocopy  6 
return  thep. Their  acquisit¬ 
ion  will  represent  an  Im¬ 
portant  assistance  to  our 
ongoing  research  programme. 
Published  by  BUF  NHQ, these 
'Gazettes'  gave  details  of 
appointments  of  District, 
Regional  and  National 
officials.  Box  w  1 02 


Published  Dv  Friends  of  C.M.  bv  John  Christian .101 .Orwell  Court. Ppwnall  ^ood.Loncon  Cd 


'b  fated  blunder... mob  to  take  it  far 


had  i  >Z  and  Ctcfard  or 
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the  Christian  West  in  the 


Y‘A  -  /  '^i'iWVT'r'-.n 


The  REAL 


II  OUR  MIDST' 


the  SecorxT  World  War  a  total  of  1.829  men 


and  women,  of  which  nearl' 


trial  under  Defence  Regulation  18B.  Almost  all  these 


detentions  took  place  during  a  9  week  period  in 


the  Sunnier  of  1940.  TTie  personal  files  of  all  these 


le  should  now  be  available  for  public  scrutin 


under  the 


British  Union  who  had  been  imprisoned  for  3 


asked  to  see  his  file  he  was  told  that  it  had  been 


destroved  as  being  of  "no  historical  interest 1"  It 


now  seems  that  more  than  1,800  of  these  files  have 


vanished 


No  doubt  it  would  be  ex¬ 
tremely  embarrassing  for 
any  post  war  British  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  reveal  the  files 
of  such  people  as  former 
Director  of  Naval  Intelli¬ 
gence  Admiral  Sir  Barry 
Domvile  and  the  Tory  M.P. 
Captain  A. H.M. Ramsay . 
But  are  we  to  believe  that 
the  files  of  such  a  dist¬ 
inguished  airman  as  Air 
Conmodore  Oddie  and  Captain 
Hepburn- Rus ton  -  father  of 
film  star  Audrey  Hepburn  - 
are  of  "no  historical 
interest"? 

From  the  recent  flood  of 
books ,newspaper  articles  and 
television  documentaries 
readers  will  be  aware  that 
both  Sir  Roger  Hoi lie, Direct¬ 
or-General  of  Ml  5  from  1956 
to  1965  and  Graham  Mitchell, 
Deputy  Director-General  from 
1956  to  1963  were  suspected 


@  British  Union  ^ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


MUUAN,L/Cpl  Bernard' 


Cemetery,  Acroma, 


212  Sq:  and  Laytonntone 
Branch  BRITISH  UK10S:  Age 
23:killed  on  operations 
Cochin , India  27  June  1944: 
Buried  Madras  War Cemetery 
WALSH,  Scrt  Michael  i  RAF 
1S6  Sq:  and  Lintmhoua.  Branch 
BRITISH  VI I  Oh:  killed  in 
action  27  July  1942:  Age 
23:  Same  inscribed  Panel 
¥  96  Runnymede  Air  Force 
Memorial. 


...and 
The  Real 
Patriots 


OSWALD  MOSLEY 
flanked  by 
three  of  the 
BUF  Defence 
Force, the  "I" 
Squad  in  1934 


They  are  Eric  Hamilton 
Plercy,  Bernard  "Paddy" 
Mullanand  Lionel  Aitken 
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The  Picture  That 
Tells  It  ALL 


In  latter  years  the  media  have  made  much  play  with  tnis 
picture  to  slant  a  view  of  Mosley's  "Blackshirt  hierarchy 
of  the  1930s", or  to  condemn  Mosley  by  insinuation  of  the 
'Blackshirt  thugs’  with  whom  he  associated. 

We  bring  their  story  up  to  date, which  will  perhaps  explain  a 
little  of  the  'mystery'  of  why  Oswald  Mosley  choose  to 
'associate'  with  such  men.  .  .  . _ , 


AMERICA 
COMPENSATES 
HER  WAR 
DETAINEES 

Bow  about  Britain's 
Political  Prisoners? 
aske  Dr. Peel 

Following  the  passing  of 

a  Bill  In  the  United 
States  Senate  to  compen¬ 
sate  surviving  Americans  of 
Japanese  descent  Interned  In 
the  last  war,  PETER  PEEL,  a 
Doctor  of  Phyiosophy  In  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  has  suggested  to  the 
British  Home  Secretary  that 
survivors  of  those  detained 
under  Britain's  Iniquitous 
18B  Defence  Regulations 
should  now  be  likewise 
compensated. 

In  a  letter  to  Douglas 
Hurd. he  applauds  the  American 
■sense  of  decency  and  Just- 
1ce*and  argues  for  Britain's 
political  prisoners  "and 
their  dead  fellows",  compen¬ 
sation  and  a  public  apology. 

Dr. Peel  Joined  British 
Union  In  1933. He  served  from 
1939  to  1946  In  the  R.A.F. 


Eric  Plercy, joining  Mosley 
in  the  New  Party  became  O/C 
National  Defence  Force  on  the 
birth  of  the  BUF. 

On  May  28  1940,  five  days 
after  his  Leader  had  been  arr¬ 
ested  and  detained  in  Brixton 
Prison  without  any  charge  made 
against  hira,Piercv  and  fellow 
BU  member  C.P.P.Dlck,  owner 
of  an  open  bridged  forty  foot 
motor  launch  ’ Advance ' , learn¬ 
ed  from  the  Admiralty 
that  there  was  an  acute  short - 
of  crews  for  the  Dunkirk  ev¬ 
acuation  and  all  boats  taken 
over  by  them  had  left. An  off¬ 
icial  report  states  that  Dick 
and  Piercy ,  then  39, volunteered 
to  take  themselves  to  Sheer¬ 
ness  and  then  by  persistence 
took  Advance  to  Dunkirk. 

In  a  non-stop  ferry  service 
throughout  the  IXinkirk  evac¬ 
uation  they  brought  back  hun¬ 
dreds  of  British  soldiers  to 
our  shores. 

What  the  official  report  did 


not  reveal  was  that  on  their 


final  return 


ested  under  IBB  Defence  Regu 


lations  and  taken  to  Walton 


COMRADE 


J:*<e/July  19BB 


files  are  in  the  hands  of 


Grahaa  Mitchell  and  read- 


accessible  to  ail 


liason  officer  Anthon 


unt,  who  control]*  sucn 


field  officers  as  Lieuten¬ 


ant  Ornate  in,  the  principle 


M15  iiwuisitnr  at  Ascot  and 


IDW  THEY  Dig).  .The  latest 
-  old  comrade  -  with  L/Cpl 
Paddy  Mul  lan  an  our  front 
page  -  to  Join  British 
Union's  Roll  of  Honour 
resulting  from  our  cont¬ 
inual  search. 

W/O  D.G.FAIRTY  RAF [VRJ 


212  Squadron 


On*  of  three  boys 
to  Join  British 
Union's  leyton- 
Branth  when  pupils 
»t  Leyton  County 
High  SChO0 1 ,  *  1 1  of  ahoJ 
■ere  killed  In  action  In  the 
1939/45  War. 

A  rawigatarfbomen,  VtC  Fains; 
was  reported  missing  believed 
killed uitl:  the  crau' of  Catalina 
FTC31  urticri  uor  burnt  out  in 
an  aociaar.  after  taw  off 
fnar.  caczn:.  India. 

21c  Squadrcr.  urs s  a  Ccnercl 
texrncdsaanx  Flying  Boat 
Sguxircn  baaed  at  Faranf.  Creen 


in  this  issue  of  COMRASE,  was 
hilled  in  action  on  12  June 
15*42,  me  first  aav  of 
the  Battle  of  Knightstcidge 
which  led  to  Rowel  *s  capture 
of  Tobruk  and  the  British  re¬ 
treat  to  El  Alaneln. 

we  do  not  know  the  details 
of  his  death,  but  we  do  know 
that  Faddy  Hullan  would  have 
faced  it  with  the  courage 
he  had  shown  in  the  days 
that  were  gone  in  tne 
BUF's  "1"  Squad  -  like  the 
day  in  Worthing  ii.  1934  when 
at  the  side  of  Mosley  they 
battled  their  was  through  a 
Red  nob, anc  were  both  later 
charged, and  found  not  guilty, 
of  riotous  assenoiy. 

And  if  there  was  a  fleeting 


moment  Defore  the  end,  he  ma 


t  that  'the  thund 


line  of  battle'  in  the 


xrvimxtM.  »:■-  r'»  ai 


w  !«■ 


rioht  into  the  hands  of 


t.his  adversaries  a  more 


noble  litic— 


St!  tutional  tr 


•till  hoi 


Jail  after  750 


lr.  their 


The  Ballad  of  Walton  Jail 


They  have  flung  ue  in  foul  emailing  dungeons 

They  have  ehut  ue  auay  from  the  sun  - 

They  have  looked  ue  auay  from  the  light  of  the  day 
This  —  aye  and  more  have  they  done I 

They  have  poieoned  the  minds  of  our  kindred  with 
venom,  slander  and  lie*. 

By  turning  the  love  of  our  children  to  hate 
They  have  etrieken  the  light  from  our  eyes. 

Fool  el  -  by  each  blot;  they  have  dealt  ue 

They  have  welded  ue  all  into  one. 

Ae  strong  ae  the  bare  on  the  windows  —  the  bolts 
on  the  door. 

Comrades  all,  young  and  old,  high  and  low,  strong 
and  weak,  rich  and  poor 
They  have  tempered  a  steal  that  shall  cleave 
us  a  way  to  the  sun 

That  shall  win  back  the  light  to  our  eyes  when  the 
battle  is  won 
That  is  all  they  could  do. 

That  is  all  they  have  done  I 

F.C.WlSCHAh  Walton  Prison. 1 1 »erpool ,  1940 


™  Douglas 
Hurd 

from 

Peter  Peel 


FOR  ~ 
BRITAIN'S 
POLITICAL 
PRISONERS 


SIR —  -4s  you  are  no  dxbt  fully 
aware,  the  United  States  Senate 
on  20  April  this  year  passed  by 
an  overwhelming  majority  a  bill 
to  afford  520, 000  per  capita  can- 
penaatriot  to  the  surviving  60,000 
[of  an  original  120,000]  fnzriaan 
citizens  of  Japanese  descent  iho 
were  forcibly  uprooted  and  in¬ 
terned  under  harsh  ccnditicns  in 
1942  and  who  raiais&d  interred 
for  the  duration  of  the  war.  The 
reascr,  far  the  high  proportion  of 
survivors  after  mare  than  forty 
years  is  that  so  many  of  the  in¬ 
ternees  were  children.  Businesses 
and  livelihoods  were  inevitably 
lost  and  the  Americans  in  general 
have  lory  had  a  bad  conscience 
caver  the  thole  business.  Not  only 
did  the  442nd  "Co  Far  Brake"  reg¬ 
iment  ihich  was  entirely  made  up 
of  Japanese  Artariaaro  win  mare 
decorations  them  ary  other  unit, 
but  not  one  single  case  of  treas¬ 
on  or  s dotage  was  ever  provsx  car 
even  alleged  against  the  Japanese 
tmerioan  people.  The  cast  of  the 
coyensatium  -  really  not  very 
man  far  the  lass  of  four  years 
of  ore's  life  and  other  hard¬ 
ships  -  erases  to  an  estimated 
51,300,000,000  allowing  far  ad¬ 
ministrative  eepenses.  I  estimate 
this  at  an  equivalent  of  appnxrl- 
mately  750,  000,000  pounds  steri¬ 
lity.  One  can  applaud  the  sense 
of  decency  and  justice  wrich  has 
praipted  this  attarpt  to  corpen- 
sate,  albeit  at  a  very  late  date. 

In  1940,  Sir  Oswald  and  Lady 
Mosley  and  sene  753  maibers  of 
the  British  Union  of  Fascists 
were  swmzrily  arrested  and  in¬ 
terned  in  Warmxod  Saute,  Holton 
Jail  and  the  Isle  of  Han. In  spite 
of  our  prod  beasts  about  Magna 
Carta  end  Habeas  Carpus  and  the 
1689  Bill  of  Bights,  no  charges 
and  consequently  no  trials  were 
conducted.  Again  there  was 
no  evidence  of  treason  or  sabot¬ 
age.  Again  lives, businesses  and 
farrlles  were  brutally  damped. Men 
who  had  served  with  gallantry  and 
been  highly  decorated  in  the 
1914-18  war  and  cmang  the  meet 
patriotic  of  Bis  Majesty’s  sub¬ 
jects  were  axrg  throe  interned 
Mosley  himself  had  served  both  in 
the  infantry  and  the  Royal  Flying 
Carps  and  suffered  permanent  in¬ 
juries  to  his  leg.  There  is  a 
good-natured  and  irate  account 
of  his  interment  by  Admiral  Sir 


Barry  Servile, K3E,CB,QG  titled 
Fran  Achiral  to  Cabin  Bay. 

The  whole  business  beams 
especially  despicable  and  nauseat¬ 
ing  then  -  as  I  do  [I  served  in 
the  R.A.F.  freon  1939  to  1946]  — 
one  recalls  the  real  treason  of 
wartime  indcstrial  strikes  that 
that  were  not  unxoman  until  the 
glorious  worker's  paradise  become 
involved  in  the  war.  In  fact  one 
gevexment  poster  pointing  cut 
that  the  lives  of  soldiers  and 
merchant  oeamn  were  endangered 
by  strikes  was  withdraw:  bemuse 
it  offended  the  dear  shop  stew¬ 
ards  and  the  left-wing  of  labour. 
No  punishent  was  ever  erected 
far  this  real  treason. 

The  intenrnoat  of  the  Mosley’s 
and  the  BUF  merbere  Mas  one  not 
because  they  were  not  legal  pat¬ 
riots  but  because  the  left  de¬ 
manded  it  as  the  prioe  of  joining 
a  coalition  government  under  Mr. 
Churchill.  It  was  spiteful,  cca- 
teapoible  and  cruel  and  reflects 
very  badly  on  certain  elements  of 
the  British  papulation  which 

still  ea ist  today. 

It  is  true  that  most  of  the 
BUF  and  similar  groups  favoured 
good  and  friendly  relations  with 
Germany.  They  had  the  misfortune 
not  to  realise  [as  did  Mr. 

Churchill]  that  a  war  with 
Germary  would  bring  greater  glory 
to  Britairqthe  strengthening  and 
erpansion  of  our  Imperial  power 
["Wider  yet  and  wider/  Shall  thy 
bounds  be  set"]  and  that  we  would 
emerge  "Mightier  yet.”  They  did 
not  understand  that  post-war 

Europe  fran  the  Channel  to  the 
Niem:  would  be  free  and  deav- 
aratic.  If  ailu  they  could  have 
seen  the  wealth,pcajer,prestige, 
■influence  and  security  that  has 
devolved  upon  modem  Britain,  they 
mifit  have  favoured  the  war.  But 
they  fooliMy  thought  that  the 
war  would  result  in  the  less  of 
the  Etpire,  the  iirpvverishrent  cf 
Britain  and  a  world  ordered  and 
run  over  their  heads  by  America 
and  Russia.  Even  mors  foolishly 
pemdpvs.they  thagfct  that  Germany 
had  never  wanted  war  with  Britain 
but  always  her  good  will  and 
frimdship. 

Mil,  foolish  they  might  have 
beer,  but  that  doesn't  merit  the 
unjust  and  unocnstituticnal  and 
un-British  [in  the  best  sense] 
foulness  inflicted  icon  that. 


«-A  Home  Office  apology 
that  took  20  years 
BUT  WHERE  IS  THE  FIL 


far  the  Japanese  victims  of 
similar  injustice.  RETCR  PEEL 
Some  of  our  old  comrades 
who  suffered  detention  in 
British  prisons  and  concen¬ 
tration  canps  are  currently 
talcing  up  their  cases  with 
•  their  MPs.In  view  of  the 
new  American  situation  they 
and  others  may  now  wish  to 
approach  the  Home  Secretary. 

The  Rt. Hon. Douglas  Hurd,C8E,MP. 
Home  Offlce.Queen  Anne's  Gite 
London  SU1H  9AT 


Since  mary  were  middle -aged  or 
even  older  and  none  were,  as  in 
the  acme  of  the  Japanese, 
children,  it  is  certain  that  no 
501  still  survive. There  are  preb- 
cbly  oily  a  few  scare  at  most 
still  alive. I  submit  that  to  then 
and  their  deed  fellows  a  public 
apology  is  due  and  oarpensation 
as  far  as  may  be.  A  figure  of 
1100,000  per  heed  acres  to  mind 
and  suh  a  sun  total  would  still 
be  only  a  wall  fraction  of  the 
sun  authorised  by  the  U.S. 


1W  months  after  being  detained  in  June  1940, the  mother 
of  Leslie  Grundy, Huddersfield's  District  Leader, wrote  to 
the  Home  Secretary  asking  why  her  son  had  been  detained. 
She  was  informed  that  it  was  on  "security  grounds  under 
Regulation  18B  as  a  person  of  Hostile  Origin  and 
Associations". 

After  the  war -in  1951, he  approached  the  Home  Secretary 
to  obtain 'elementary  justice' .pointing  out  that  when 
'whisked  off  to  jail ‘.the  manner  it  was  executed  led  many 
of  his  relations  and  soma  of  his  members  to  believe  that 
he  was  'involved  in  something  of  a  treacherous  nature'  as 
'such  things  could  not  happen  in  Britain' , and  was  assumed 
that  'the  security  services  knew  somethin  whict.  it  was 
not  in  the  country’s  interest  to  divulge'. 

The  Hone  Office  letter  made  the  situation  wo.  because 
his  mother  and  wife  began  to  think  he  had  been  ueceiving 
them. He  was  not  able  to  comfort  them  because  strict  cen¬ 
sorship  pf  prison  mail  left  him  unaware  of  the  situation. 


incommunicado  by  imprisoning  him  under  18E.and  then  pro¬ 
ceed  to  clve  false  information  to  his  wefe  and  mother 
unknewri  to  him". 

In  lengthy  correspondence  with  Home  Office  he  continued 
to  press  his  case  and  at  one  stage  was  told  that  the  in¬ 
formation  "was  not  readily  available",  and  that  some  of  his 
papers  could  have  been  destroyed. He  persisted  in  every 
way  available  and  'ultimately' , Richard  Sharpies, Minister 
of  State  admitted  to  his  M.P.  that  "there  was  no  evidence 
to  sj-cest  that  he  was  in  anv  wav  associated  witr.  the 
country's  enemies"  and  that  "the  Homs  Office  letter  of  If 
September  1940  was  in  err  or",  concluding  with  *1  am  sorry 
that  Mr. Grundy  should  have  felt  a  sense  of  grievance,  and 
1  hooe  that  this  letter  will  remove  it"  I 

Hie  letter  was  dated  12  October  1971,  20  years  after 
Mr. Grundy  had  iniated  his  pursuit  of  justice.  No  doubt  it 
has  removed  his  sense  of  grievance  I 

FOOTTCTC:  |^s_file_^snot_avail^)le=forj^bHc_view_jic_at 
the  Public  Record  Of  floe  under  the  30  vear  Rule,  lu  ^_700 
odd_JlritdshUnion_filesthathav'eb®en|_lost^a^_^riLSh>c_^ 
or ' destroyed ' for  being  of  "no  historical  interest" . 


They  include  Tony  Duhson,  Arthur  Maroon,  Bon  O'Bume,  Bill 
Luyrin  and  Bougie  Marm.Ajnvng  other  familiar  faces  are 
believed  to  be  ftplerand  Cusack. 

£130,000  and  a  public  apology  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  should  be  the  entitlement  of  this  group  of 
British  Union  boys  according  to  Dr. Peel. 
Photographed  at  Pevril  Canp, Peel , Isle  of  Man  in 
1941, only  two  however  are  known  to  be  alive. 


■hoie/July  1988 


So  I  eaid  to  nuael 


From  "Mason's  Place",  South  Australia 
where  he  has  lived  for  some  30  years, 
ARTHUR  MASON,  one-time  BUF  "I "Squad 
and  Limehouse  District  Leader — holder 
of  the  Bronze  Distinction '  for  service 
and  devotion  to  the  Cause'  and  double 
escaper  from  British  Concentration 
Canps,  comes  his  story  of . 


24  yr  old  Nason  working 
In  NHQ  In  1935  when  "I 
was  Francis-Hawkins's 
office  boy* 


without  further  mishap  arrived 
in  London. 

Wa  shook  hands  and  parked 
and  I  have  never  seen  or  hw»i-d 
of  Markel  since  T 
_  In  London  I  made  my  way  to 
Forest  Gate  to  find  friends 
only  to  find  the  street  com¬ 
pletely  bombed  out.  I  did  find 
Mrs .Wise  whose  son  Len  was  de¬ 
tained,  had  a  chat  then  or.  to 
Bethnal  Green  wnera  1  found 
Johnny  Wilson  whose  mother  kept 
a  laundry  shop. They  kindly  put 
me  up  for  a  few  days  d urine 
which  time  I  met  several  mem¬ 
bers.  I  also  went  to 

Paddington  to  meet  Yorky,  other¬ 
wise  Arthur  Rawlinson  who  was 
in  the  *1*  Squad  at  the  Black 
House, Cnelsea  in  1934.  I  had 
a  good  meal  at  his  hone  and  he 
gave  me  his  identity  card  say¬ 
ing  he  could  get  another 


WENIYSIXTH  of  June 
1940.  Haw  I  reirember 


Or  how  I  became  a  Prisoner  of  War 
of  my  own  Country 


for  me  -  at  rrry  workplace 
Woolwich  Arsenal.  Ttiree  of 
them  from  the  Special 


Tne  Army  never  knew  hew  many 
were  in  the  Camp.  We  used  to 
change  places  after  being 
counted  rejoining  the  ranks 
lower  down  so  1  saic  to  myself 
"Mason,  you  art  going  to  es- 
cape". 


take  me  to  Brlxton  Prison. 

After  a  few  day's  I  was 
transferred  to  the 
new  Ascot  Concentration 
Caitp ,  converted  from 

Bertram  Mills  Circus  wint¬ 
er  quarters  and  run  like  a 
do i sorter  of  war  camp.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  BRITISH  UNION, 
Anglo- Italians, Germans  and 
other  nationalities  arriv¬ 
ing  from  all  parts  of 
Great  Britain  to  total 
several  hundred. 

Wien  tne  approach  of  winter 
with  food  short  and  just  one 
blanket  and  a  little  straw  I 
oecane  a  little  bored  with  the 
cold  existence  so  when  the 
transfer  to  other  cases  was 
iniated  I  thought  it  tine  for 
a  change.  One  member  wished  to 
stay  near  London  for  domestic 
reasons  so  I  took  his  place 
and  landed  up  at  York  Race¬ 
course  Concentration  Camp. 

It  was  a  bad  move.  Drums  for 
toilets, living  under  the 

grandstand  and  snow  on  the 
ground:  and  locked  in  nest  of 
the  time  it  was  even  worse 
than  Ascot. 

But  not  for  long  for  after  a 
couple  of  weeks  my  'switch ‘was 
discovered  and  I  was  returned 
to  Ascot. 

After  sene  time  we  were  all 
transferred  to  Walton  Goal, our 
escort  tne  Canadian  Army .  Be¬ 
fore  departure, we  were  add¬ 
ressed  by  the  officer  in 
charge  wnc  said  he  hoped  there 
would  be  no  trouble. 


During  the  journey  to 
Liverpool  the  attitude  of  the 
soldiers  changed.  They 
had  been  told  we  were  German 
spies  but  when  they  saw  the 
large  number  of  bemecalled  ex- 
servicemen  of  the  1914-18  war 
in  detention  they  became  un¬ 
comfortable  and  questioned. 

British  Union's  old  soldiers 
were  not  backward  in  telling 
the  true  story. 

At  Walton  we  ‘ware  placed  in 
a  Wing  that  had  not  teen  used 
for  sane  cine.  Littered  with 
pigeon  droppings, toilets  that 
didn't  work., and  locked  up  day 
and  night.  Fortunately  this 
did  not  lest  long, the  next 
move  being  to  Huyton  where  a 
housing  estate  had  been  con¬ 
verted  to  still  another  Con¬ 
centration  Camp. 

Dead  body  found  in 
in  Walton  Goal 


I  planned  to  get  out 
with  Markal,  a  mamber  from 
South  London, and  with  tne  help 
of  Hbl thread  of  3rixton,  and 
Antirose  of  Bast  London,  made  a 
ladder  to  go  against  tne 
barbed  were  fence  chat  surr¬ 
ounded  the  carao  and  sports- 
field. 

The  guards  had  look  out 
boxes  high  above  the  wire  but 
at  certain  times  came  down  and 
marched  towards  each  other,  so 
on  the  chosen  nignt  we  moved 
as  soon  as  they  left  the 
boxes, the  ladder  was  against 
the  fence, up  we  went,  a  junp 
down, and  we  ware  crawling  to¬ 
wards  tne  second  wire  into  tne 
sportsfield, leaving  the  ladder 
to  be  removed  by  our  comrades. 

.  i 

Gaining  the  second  wire  and 
cutting  it  with  cutters  're¬ 
trieved'  from  the  tuck-shop, 
we  cleared  the  final  obstacle, 
the  fence  at  the  end  of  the 
sportsfield,  and  in  the  pitch 
darkness  I  lost  Markel. 

Finding  a  road  within  hail¬ 
ing  distance  I  walked  it  for  a 
short  time  and  found  a  bus 
stop  and  chanced  a  wait.  I 
was  in  luck  fer  along  cams  a 
bus  and  I  was  on  it,  up  the 
stairs  and  on  to  tne  first  av¬ 
ailable  seat. 

In  due  course  I  stole  a  sice 
glance  at  ny  f  el  lev  passenger 
on  the  same  seat. 

And  there  was  Markel 1 

Liverpool's  Lire  Street 
Station  was  the  destination 
which  suited  us  fine, and  in  no 
time,  with  casn  from  the 
linings  of  our  jackets 
we  bought  tickets  for  London 
on  a  train  due  out  in  half  an 
hour. 

Almost  imundiately  police 
whistles  sounded  through  the 
station, and  thinking  we  had 
been  found, hid  banind  some 
luggage.  We  soon  guessed  it 
was  some  other  rogues  they 
were  after, chanced  the  plat¬ 
form, boarded  the  train, and 


went  on  my  way.  We  toe  cany 
friends  among  the  police  in 
East  London. 

I  next  visited  two  members 
in  North  London  giver.  to 
me  by  BU  detainee  Peter  Gibbs. 
Whilst  waiting  in  a  queue  at  a 
bus  stop  a  police  car  drew 
up, had  a  good  look  at  us, and 
as  they  pulled  away  1  was  per- 
uadec  that  the  glasses 
I  did  not  normally  wear  n ai 
done  the  trick  and  I  bearded 
the  next  bus  and  arrived  at  tty 
destination. 


On  the  first  day,  we  found  a 
dead  body,  believed  to  be 
Jewish,  hanging  behind  a  door. 
Tne  previous  occupants  had 
been  'enemy  aliens', so  many  of 
them  that  some  had  to  sleep  on 
the  ground  outside. 

A  large  number  had  been  sent 
to  Canada  losing  their  lives 
when  their  ship  the’fS  Xnaoro 
Star "  was  torpedoed,  including 
a  friend  of  mine,  an  Italian 
cafe  owner  from  Poplar. 

His  wife  ar»d  c':ldren,  left 
to  run  the  business,  had  suff¬ 
ered  the  ordeal  of  having 
tne  cafe  smashed  by  a  mob  when 


After  a  good  chat  1  returned 
to  the  Wilson's  in  Bethnal 
Green  and  when  I  telephoned 
the  North  London  lads  the  next 
day  they  told  me  that  within 
tan  minutes  of  leaving  the 
police  arrived  looking 
for  me.  My  disguise  tod  not 
fooled  them  but  guess  1  had  at 
the  other  end.  They'd  followed 
the  bus  and  lost  the  house! 

Feeling  like  a  spot  of 
country  air  I  left  the  next 
day  for  Hertfordshire  to  meet 
a  Limehouse  member  wnc  tod 
beer.  tombed  out  of  his 
home.  He  was  a  long  distance 
lorry  driver  and  was  off  that 
day  to  Clasgcw  and  I  accepted 
his  invitation  to  join 
him.  We  arrived  during  an  air- 


Hason  -  behind  the  drvsi.wrchlng  with  his  Limehouse 
boys  in  1938 


duns/juiy  woo 


COMRADE 


f  MASON  S  ESCAPE 


raid  and  nad  to  spend  the 
night  In  a  depot  of  the  Free 
Norwegian  Army  -  our  destinat¬ 
ion  ! 

Two  days  later  we  returned 
to  Hitcfiin  and  J  made  my  way 
back  to  London,  and  when  ! 
arrived  at  Hare  Street, Hackney 
at  dusk  2  had  an  uncomfortable 
feeling  that  1  snould  not  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Wilson's  and  ! 
let  a  couple  of  buses  go  by.  I 
decided  to  chance  it, was  made 
very  welcome  and  turned  in 
about  11.  pm. 

At  6.30  the  next  morning  1 
was  awakened  by  a  banging  and 
snouting  outside.  It  was  a 
pc  lice  raid  artt  they  had  chos¬ 
en  the  next  door  house  in  mis¬ 
take.  A  fight  developed  there 
and  Johnny  Wilson, seeing  what 
was  happening, ran  iqs  to  warn 
me  to  get  out  of  tne  window, 
but  before  1  could  make  it  the 
police  had  forced  the  front 
door, Johnny  was  arrested,  and 
they  entered  my  room  with 
'Arthur  Ha* on  t* ,  a  question 
which  to  me  sounded  absurd.  2 
answered  with  same  amusement — 
'you  thou  Id  kr.au,  ua  knou  ear' 


czr.tr  vary  wall',  and  1  was 
then  taken  to  Arbour  Square 
and  placed  in  a  cell. 

Later  that  day,  Fraser,  the 
Special  Branch  man  who  had 
arrested  me  at  Woolwich  Ars¬ 
enal, arrived  covered  in  dirt 
and  grease  and  in  a  foul  mood. 
'Jou  era  going  to  pay  for 
t hit'  he  said.  He  had  been 
looking  for  tne  for  twe 
days  outside  the  wrong  house' 

After  questioning  me  on  my 
movements  since  my  escape 
and  the  source  of  ay  money  and 
identity  card  -  which  2  said  I 
had  stolen  to  cover  Vorky,  he 
departed.  Almost  immediately 
the  Chief  at  Arbour  Square 
came  in  with  a  huge  dinner 
saying  'Don't  uorry  Arthur.  Be 
doat'nt  like  us.  tatty  bit  of 
uerk'  I 

By  the  end  of  the  day  1  was 
in  Brlxton  Jail  and  enjoyed 
meeting  some  old  comrades.  But 
not  for  long  for  the  next 
momma  two  police  officers 
escorted  me  to  Sustan  and 
handed  over  to  a  military  es¬ 
cort  -  four  soldiers  and  a 
Sergeant, to  return  me  to 
Huyton. 

’You  vill  have  to 
use  Force ’ 

On  the  handing  over,  the 
Sergeant  tried  to  treat  me  as 
if  1  was  a  soldier, threatening 
what  would  happen  if  1  gave 
trouble.  1  told  police  es¬ 
cort  that  in  view  of  this  be¬ 
haviour  2  was  not  going  t r 


go  voluntarily  and  they  would 
have  to  use  force.  Just  as  it 
looked  as  if  a  rough  house  was 
going  to  start,  the  police 
spoke  to  the  Sergeant.  They 
said  they  knew  me  and  if 
I  was  treated  correctly 
there  would  be  no  trouble.  At 
this  the  Sergeant  earned  down. 
We  all  shook  hands  and 
the  arty  boys  were  fine, chatt¬ 
ing  all  tlie  way  to  Liverpool, 
and  supplying  anpie  grub. 

Back  at  Huyton  It  was  again 
the  cells  where  1  found  Henple 
of  Brixton  who  had  been  caught 
with  suitcase  trying  to  escape 
over  the  wire.  Worried  over 
his  family  like  many  others, he 
had  decided  to  escape  without 
help  from  other  detainees, 
which  was  a  mistake. 
t  Next  day  the  whole  canp  was 
moving  to  the  Isle  of  Kan 
but  Henpel  and  2  had  a  special 
guard.  We  met  the  others  at 
the  railway  station  but  were 
not  allowed  to  join  them. After 
boarding  a  boat  for  Douglas  we 
watched  the  loading  of  the 

luggage  of  a  tnousand  detain¬ 
ees  ans  saw  dockers  taking  up 
the  cases  by  crane  and  delib¬ 
erately  dropping  many  of  them, 
smashing  the  contents. 

Arriving  on  the  2s land  we 
trained  for  Feel  and  then 
marched  to  the  carp  an 

the  sea  front,  private  houses 
converted  and  taken  over  by 
the  Army. 

For  Heopel  and  2  however  it 

was  the  cells  where  we 

remained  far  a  month  without 


Arthur  Mason  today: 
At  peace  irith  hie 
his  memories 


any  exercise  after  being 
sentenced  by  Gamrondant  Ryan 
Back  in  London, i»v  first  es¬ 
cape  had  ended  badly  for 
Joftnrrv  and  Ada  Wilson. 

They  were  charged  with  hart- 
ourinc  ar.  escaped  'prisoner  of 
war'  under  the  Defence  Regula¬ 
tions  and  sentenced  tc  six 
weeks  hard  labour. 

Arthur  Mason  made  a 
second  escape  -  from  the 
Isle  of  Man  and  was  on  his 
way  to  Ireland  when  cap¬ 
tured  In  a  row-boat. 

His  treatment  on  return 
caused  a  prolonged  demon¬ 
stration  -  described  by 
the  media  as  a  'Hot'  by 
tls  comrades  at  Peel  Con- 
rentratlon  Camp. 

He  tells  his  story  In 
the  next  Comraoe. 


THOUGHTS  THAT 
COME/ 

IN  A  7= 


By GORDON 
BECKWELL 


A  Column 

of  . 

Forward 
Looking 
personal 
views  on 
Mosley 
Thought 


The  Work  Force 

Owners 

not 

Moaners 

Before  the  last  war,  it 
was  the  philosopher 
Alexander  Saver  Thomson 
who  took  his  ideas  out  onto 
the  streets  of  Britain,  la 
The  Cornier  Corporate 
State’  he  described  i a  flae 
detail  Bosley's  thea 
current  ccrporatis*.  policy 
All  professions  mod 
industries  would  be  owned 
and  run  by  a  corporaticr  of 
workers,  management  and 
consumers  who  would  share 
power  Government  would  act 
purely  as  a  'watchdog'. 
Intervening  only  when 
required 

At  the  time.  this 
synthesis  of  Labour  and 
Capital  was  thought  to 
combine  the  social  justice 
of  orthodox  socialism  with 
the  enterprise  of 

capitalism  in  a  new  system 
that  offered  fair  reward  to 
all  in  return  for 
responsibility 

After  the  war  kot.ej  and 
iui  vest  Tlnerori  refined  tt»fcir 

economic  thinking  to 

counteract  the  possibility  of 
bureaucracy,  moat  succinctly 
described  ir.  an  early  Union 


Roveaest  booklet  'Syndicalism 
-  A  Verier*  hi  icy' .  Each 
industry  would  be  ownec  by  all 
who  worked  for  it  the  only 
exception  would  oe  smaller 
businesses  run  by  the 
individual*  war  started  ties 
ass  ware  still  their 
motive-icg  fcrce  This  policy 
of  Verier  Ownership  stcod  it 
stark  contrast  tc  State 
Ownership  and  Frivate 

Ownership 

How  well  2  remember  that 
booklet  which  left  such  an 
impression  on  e  youthful  mind, 
with  its  modernistic  Kan  and 
K&cblne  cover  anti  (  by  the 
late  Alexander  Bowie.  the 
Blackshirt  illustrator  and 
cartoonist 

Later.  in  1655,  Acsley 
sought  tc  simplify  the  policy 
2or  easier  implementation  He 
produced  the  Vage-Frlce 
Hecbanlsa  under  which  every 
working  persone  reward  would 
be  pegged  exactly  to 
production  aeasurad  in  the 
output  cl  goods  ac  services 
Vas  It  not  perfect  Justice 
that  people  should  share 
precisely  it  the  growing 
fruits  of  their  labour  by  hand 


anc  mind,  acne  the  mere  and 
cane  the  less"’  The  greater 
incentives  cf  such  a  system, 
coupled  with  the  ability  of 
science  to  increase  the  mean: 
tc  produce  wauld  create 
undreamt  of  prosperity,  anc  a 
stable  economy,  for  the  sum  of 
goods  ans  services  wou . c 
equate  exactly  to  the  sue  nf 
goods  end  services  produced 
At  the  proverhial  stroke, 
inflation  and  deflation  would 
be  relegated  iron  economics  tc 
Eccnoaic  History 

Those  who  have  follow! 
Rcsley'e  economic  thinking 
over  50  years  dare  to  suggest 
that  only  a  policy  based  on 
the  principles  described  can 
resolve  the  conflict  cf  .abovr 
and  capital  by  buileing  a 
third  svites  ires  which  all 
men  end  women  can  fairly 
benefit . 

'Worker  Ownership’  and 
'Syndicalism'  today  seen  arch¬ 
aic  and  class-ridden  terms. 
Perhaps  there  would  be  a  need 
to  call  the  vdiole  thing 
'  Co-prosperi  ty  Schemes '  or 

nonesuch .  No  doubt  the  P.R. 
boys  could  soon  improve  on 
on  that. 


A  Parliament 
that's  just 
the  Job 

Few  people  would  be 

happy  spending  their 
working  life  producing 
computers  for  a  company  rut 
by  a  sen  who  knew  nothing 
about  electronic*. 

Yet  how  many  Government 
Hlnlsters  have  a  previous 
working  knowledge  in  the 

area  of  their 

responsibilities'5 

Beicre  aac  after  tit  »s‘ 
Sow  icy  advocated  ii* 

Dccupetisnai  Fraachisc  wmarei 
prospective  HP  s  would  «•*:: 
cr  i  vocational  ba*ie  tt. 
c.artec,  or  rejected .  on.%  sv 
enter*  i  r.  their  swt  it::*, 
itiustry  or  prcieislcc  E: 

engineer*  would  vet*  in: 
engineer*,  farmer*  frr 
farmer*,  htalth  worker*  i:t 

health  worker*  end  house*,  ei 
inr  housewives 

The  subject  or.  which  -* 
rat  mil  judg*  Witt  mrst 
authority  :e  the  task  *t  speed 
meet  hours  a  day  ecing  Thus 
wou.d  at  electee  s  par',  tamtnt 
and  government  of  expert*  - 
elected  by  experts 

When  listening  to  the 
briantest  ideas  of  the  young 
hooefulsof  the  existing  orders, 
how  often  dc  they  put  forward 
proposals  with  such  clear  ad¬ 
vantage  and  simple  logic? 
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MAT  DAY  BUFFET  SUPPER 

f*phe  spirit  of  comrade- 
ship  in  the  movements 
led  by  Oswald  Mosley  was 
strongly  in  evident*  at  a 
BRITISH  UNICN  DAY  Buffet 
Supper  at  a  London  hotel 
on  Hay  7th. 

The  .  ,  steady  growth 
of  POM  was  indicated  by 
the  numbers  present  from 
all  parts  of  Britain,  the 
youthful  faces  of  many 
surely  boro  too  late  ever 
to  have  heard  OH  speak. 

Hike  Quill  reminded  those 
present  that  *u«  gathered  not 
only  to  remember  the  past,  but 
to  re-dedioate  ourselves  to  a 
mission  that  ttould  never  end". 

Mebert  Saunders  OBI  spoke  of 
the  valuable  work  oi  CCMRADE 
In  establishing  truth  through 
research.  More  tran  ever 
Erl tain  still  needed  men  and 
wcraen  willing  to  emilate  O.M's 
supreme  exancle  in  thought, 
word  and  deed. A  great  void  ex* 
lstad  in  politics  waiting  to 
ae  filled. Those  wno  seek  to 
achieve  great  things  in  great 
ways  trust  not  be  deterred  by 
threats  or  be  bought  by  bribes 
of  easier  ways. In  return  they 
will  gain  the  respect  of 
friends  and  opponents  alike 
and  the  ultimate  reward  of 
true  self-respect.  Above  ail 
they  oust  cultivate  tne  mantle 
of  diplomacy  in  propogating 
ideas  for  it  Bust  be  admitted 
that  harsh  words  do  not  easily 
win  new  friends. 

Pen  Scrap ton  congratulated 
CJffiADE  for  obviously  attract¬ 
ing  the  younger  element 
for  on  them  rested  the  future: 
not  only  to  give  new  form  to, 
and  develop  Mosley's  ideas, but 
also  his  indomitable  spirit 
and  courage.  He  gave  a  special 
warning  against  the  new  danger 
created  by  China's  new  open- 
door  industrialisation  pro¬ 
gramme.  Before  long,  world  and 
European  ttarkets  would 
be  flooded  with  a  new  wave  of 
cheap  labour  goods.  If  Japan 
had  almost  brought  Britain  to 
ner  knees  through,  unemployment, ' 
China  would  finish  the  job 
given  the  inaction  of  our  sds- 
rulers.  Only  Mosley's  Europe 
could  give  the  opportunity  of 
"real  prosperity  and  scononic 
security  for  oil  people,  and 
races,  in  their  oun  lands". 

The  message  of  BRITISH  UNION 


DAT '88 


clear. 


OSWALD 


MOSLEY; the  Man  from  yesterday. 

OSWALD  MOSLEY:  the  Man  for 


Tomorrow. 


Jeremy  Walker 
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_ id  far  Friends  of 

'.H.  by  J(hn  Christian, 
10i,0iuell  Court, 
Fatnll  ftaad,  London,  E8. 


OBITUARY 


FRED  SHEPHERD 


Many  old  comrades  will 
mourn  the  death  of 
FRED  SS2HE3Q  who  died  an 


30th  April,  aged  66. 


Joining  Kxley's 
bnm3;  LNEN 
at  the  birth  (f 
the  Bet  Imtr, 
boss  itoasibiL 
ae  a  Ci^ttdrt 
at  9naiitrh 
torch  vhen 
little 

thw.  a  astral  try  I 
it  craahsd  a  wty  I 


1949 

UNION 

MOVEMENT 

Candidate 


cf  life  thet  staved  with  him  irr 
til  the  vary  arL 
In  1940, when  all  his  older 
comrades  were  being  det¬ 
ained, his  local  Police  Chief 
called  at  his  workplace  and 
instead  of  arresting  him 
took  him  to  the  Army  Re¬ 
cruiting  Centre  and  'pers¬ 
uaded'  him  to  'sign  on'. Two 
days  later  he  wes  taken  by 
police  car  to  an  arms'  depot 
and  Fred  was 'in  for  the 
duration'.  It  was  an  exer¬ 
cise  that  he  always  con¬ 
sidered  a  kindly  act  even 
if  he  did  find  himself  al¬ 
most  overnight  in  India. 
From  the  RA  Fred  volun¬ 
teered  far  the  Commandoes  t 
saw  service  in  Burma  after 
which  he  was  transferred  to 
the  Welsh  Fusiliers  to  be 
the  first  British  regiment 
to  enter  Japan. 

After  the  ver.be  joined 
Union  Movement,  stood 

as  a  candidate  in  local  el¬ 
ections  and  became  North 
London  Organiser. 

In  latter  years  he  became 
Presdent  of  The  League  of 
St. George  and  was  conutted 
to  the  unity  of  European 
movements. 

Though  not  always  convent¬ 
ional  he  retained  a  wide 
circle  of  old  comrades,  a 
mark  of  this  popularity 
being  the  attendance  at  his 
funeral  where  an  appropriate 
farewell  was  given  by  old 
comrades  with  the  singing 
of  British  Union's  pre-war 
■Marching  Song’. 

Be  would  have  liked  that. 


THANKS 


DONATIOi :  From  the  anonymous 
'D'  in  the  North... Thanks 

COMRADEBack_Number« 

Can lode  is  a  free  nawlatxer  ltd 
kflrvrtjM  of  insreaeirc  denand  far  back 
mrrmre  idnch  haw  to  be  produced  singly 
phxcoqFV.UB  haw  to  noke  the  follaJirg 
rharpee.  Please  add  portage. 

Habers  1  ted  10  Up 

Ujiijcrv  2  end  3  30p 

Kotor  Tl  ?K 

All  others  6p 


*  Greetings* 


To  Lady  Mosley 
on  her  Birthday 
17th  June 


LETTERS  TO  EDITOR 

Honours 
Even ! 

In  the  lateit  Issue  of  ’COMRADE* 

[  April/May],  I  was  rather 
surprised  to  see  in  an  article 
by  Peter  Karcy  on  the  Mosley 
Archive,  the  comment  that  some 
B.U.F.  branch  meafcership 
lists  ’seem  to  have  now  fallen 
by  dubious  means  into  the  hands 
of  private  collectors*. 

For  his  Information,  private 
collectors  have  been  in  poss¬ 
ession  of  branch  records  for 
many  years.  In  my  case,  !  am 
only  in  possession  of  such  doc¬ 
uments  because  1  persuaded  the 
original  owner  not  to  destroy 
them. 

Over  the  years  the  only 
people  who  have  made  any  effort 
to  preserve  old  documents  and 
general  miscellanea  have  been 
collectors.  It’s  no  good 
people  who  have  Just  woken-up 
to  the  fact  that  our  political 
heritage  is  disappearing,  now 
complaining  that  so  much  met- 
erial  resides  in  private  coll¬ 
ections. 

Where  does  Peter  Marcy  think 
all  this  material  would  be  to¬ 
day  If  collectors  had  not 
acquired  It  over  the  years. 

JAMES  HILLER 

r HER  MUE7  irites  -  "tt*. 
tiller  takes  a  fair  paint.  1 
uas,  hooever,  referring  to 
i:eiix ewip  lists  copied  by  var¬ 
ious  snoops  in  the  1330s  [such 
as  the  ’caiplete  list’  held  by 
the  Jovian  Board  cf  deputies] 
arbrancr,  lists  seized  illegally 
OArina  the  early  norths  of  the 
War."' 

The  Editor  writes:  ’Friends 
of  O.K.  are  grateful  to  those 
collectors  Wxse motives  are  as 
described  in  Mr  .Millers  letter. 
These  are  known  to  us. 

we  can  also  understand  the 
feeling  engendered  in  old 
Blackshirts  like  Peter  Marcy 
by  the  Mercenary  collectors  in 
the  connercial  field,  trading 
for  profit  those  things  which 
played  a  part  in  the  struggle 
and  sacrifice  and  high  purpose 
of  Mosley's  British  Onion. 

It  is  timely  that  all  coll¬ 
ectors  be  reminded  that  such 
items  as  Honour  Standards  were 
the  property  of  British  Union 
and  issued  on  loan  to  branches 
via  their  various  connercial 
companies. 

All  the  pre-war  companies 
are  under  the  legal  umbrella 
of  an  existing  company, and 
it  is  possible  that  a  claim 
for  the  return  of  its  proper¬ 
ties  will  be  pursued  when 
these  appear  for  sale  in  the 
commial  field.  <JC 


FOR  SALE 


- Hb  StrwtiW*  A  null - 

of  toil  etc  4-cu  tntmr  mate  by 

r&*  of  9m)C  tMify'i  wmhfi  im 

the  1930s  ere  Itlll  Itilliktr  *r»s 

the  teeoftC  product  tor  rvfl.ll  !*• 
eludes  eecerpti  fro*  Ol/vou  JJ9JA;  I 
Urh  Court(  113?]. Qote  mt  o+cawsr 
of  conditio*  of  origin^  —  terul.the 
QoojUy  In  P4**tt  ‘  is  loss  then 
ftlreole.  Mice iS.DO  io*  W1Q4 


OLD  COMRADES 


Sn  itlemoriam 

"Lorkl  the  eouad  of  mozy  eolc*o, 
tcto*»  th."om±  ruli  of  a/x" 


KWW.  Will  lam  . 


Platting 

British 


District  Manchester 
Union:  In  July  1939 

CMOTBLU  Jsmmm  B: 

British  Union  snd  Union 

Movement;  Irt  July  1939 

rvr.  T.F;  one  oi  first 

off loers. Burgess  Hill  British 
Union:  In  May  1939 

CKABTBEE,  Bill:  Bury. Lancashire 
British  Union  and  Onion 

Movement:  In  July  1979 

POOCH,  The  Hev.G.H.:  Vicar  of 
St. Bede's, Bristol  and  British 
Union:  Detained  1940  under  IBB 

Regulations :  In  July  1956 

DOTTY,  John:  British  Union 

Parliamentary  Candidate  Evesham 
Member  Worcestershire  National 
Farmers  Union:At94,lnJuly  197E 
HUDSO),  Ottndr.C.E. :  CBE.WO,  WF 
R£d. :  District  Lasher  Bocnor 
British  Union:  Detained  1EE 
1940:  Camp  Leader  at  Kuytan: 
Died  as  result  of  ill  health 
in  a  British  Concentration  Carp 
In  June  194E 
Kien.  Maude  lady:  nether  and 
ioyal  supporter  of  0M:  Head  of 
women's  BUT  in  early  days: 

Cm  20  June  194B 
TBWZ  COTKK,  Safe:  British 

Union  Inspector ,  Devon ; Pari  la- 
mentary  Candidate, Exeter:  ob¬ 
tained  IE  June  1940: 

On  18  June  1985 
THJSJi,  Palmer:  British  Union 
Aylesaury  Branch :  Detained  1ES 
whan  in  poor  health.  Died  in 
Walton  Jail  hospital  shortly 
after  detention:  In  June  1940 


WANTED 


rm  CASH:  '.torn  r«UtM  te  tr»e  pollt- 

C4 *FUJ  person* 1  lift  O4  >ir  Ol-elC 

*osie».  Al»c  vir’Ul  o»*  tM  Nem 
>rttU»  of  [nclin 

tnc  union  nestmom.  - ar  zm 

»i cocos  offeree  fell  im?* 

o7  STr  Cswtlc  hWle>  •*.  IrtmsiCt' 

13  levfC#*  If 3?  roKOrOOC  Of 
ne.to*w.  >0» 

]>f 0CHAT10C:  Niurt  SCOlttlh  ituoen*. 
reow'rec  oet*lH  »nc  1  nformiio*  on 
»CtU1t1et.f**«tS.f"4  peuoeeHllOS 
kfrtllnlnt  tc  Nfs  Firlj.lUF  ,»M 

Ho«r*erit  %r  ScotUftB.  Currently 

lludyln?  NlTuTcTf  »r»c 

lc«1  MUtcry.lt  It  irr  t  oor\on»\  r»- 
ttjrch  prcjrct.MOei  III  l<th  yt*r . 
in  thr  life  0 r»e  «»ori  ol  Sir  Otwlc 
HQkUy  thit  lllltKNtt  wouic  Of 

•  pnrecutKl.  >0»  W103 

IWFQWtATIOW : Honour  Sl0»»dTd>.  Brttlfh 
Union  Honour  5 UnOirdk  UftwCC  \*  1939 
contutro  of  xno  Action  M«K<  -Ithln 
if.  3*iio0f  Circle  tvrrowmlec  by  « 
Aol«t.»•«Mt^  «oi  e  ■*t*l  pUoue 
mr*9C  *tnm»  Uftier*  im  oeiwetM 

t*i«t  •  ler^c*  Circle  IM  rutk  or  e 
r*c  c lotr  oeciO^^Mnc.  After  \no  1 «r. 

31*  StJ*«erC9  frvr  V*  engini’.  St«t» 

•frt  cut  Off  ooow  the  •tntUfc  U»tor- 

rlee^e.the  tor  o*  one  of  t**e»e  helc 
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torpor  ’ 


t  try'qgTe 


sense  of  fierce  loyalty  to 
"The  Mother  Country*  felt 
by  men  In  Australia,  India, 
Canada,  New  Zealand, South 
Africa  and  the  Colonies  - 
and  not  only  by  those  of 
British  stock. 


tite  far  Britain,  it  seam  unable  to  make  ip  its  mind  uhetber  or  not  to  became  part 
of  a  United  Europe  or  even  whether  ar  not  to  ranxin  a  United  Kingdan.,.3 
ibute  to  DICK  BELLAMY,  British  Union's  historian  and  senior  survi 


who  died  in  A\ 


'ear ,  and  because  we  believe  it 


of  the  start  of  the  Second  World  War,  we  use 
of  his  unpublished  "We  Marched  With 
of  betrayal  and  decline  bom 


tence  and  cowardice  as  Britain 


leadership  and  histoi 


THEY  BETRAYED  THE  PAST 


DAY  K.G.  Age  20 

and 

BROCK I N6  6 . T . Age  22 


day  of  1939/45  War, 
4  September  1939. 

The  First  Official 


GUY. . . imprisoned 
without  charge  in  a 
BRITISH 

Concentration  Canp 
CL04ENT  to  die  in  a 
GERMAN 

Concentration  Canp 


/ ,  —  /*•  ~  j  ti—  ^ 


When  6UT  BRUNIN6  vti  laprl toned  without  chirgo  In  Nay  1940  under 
18B  'Defence  Regulations .he  possibly  thought  It  tlaely  that  he 
should  suffer  for  his  beliefs.  Blackshirt  brother  PfTE*  carried  the 
facial  aark  of  a  razor  slash  froa  an  attack  at  a  Manchester  meeting 
In  1934, and  Blackshirt  brother  CLEHENT  had  already  lost  his  freedom. 
He  was  In  a  German  concentration  camp. 

When  Guy  was  released  from  Pcverll  Concentration  Camp, Isle  of  Kan, 
leaving  his  autographed  loyalty  to  Mosley  with  still  detained  ‘ IHKV 
IRVINE .he  would  nave  carried  a  thought  for  Clement  and  they  day  when 
they  would  be  united. 

But  It  was  not  to  be  for  just  over  a 
r  /?"/  A-r-  V.  '  year  later  his  brother  lay  dead  In  the  German 

At.  /•<**  ‘ffd.  not  know  how  CLEMENT  8RUNING  cane  to 

a*  f-tj.  be  In  a  German  concentration  carp  but 

believe  it  reasonable  to  assume  that  It  was 

<  ,  /  ,  _ _ _  connected  with  his  loyalty  to  Britain. 

'/  He  Is  therefore  recorded  In  our  Roll 

...  of  Honour  with  the  two  young  Blackshirts  who 

7  were  the  first  to  die  In  the  war  they  tried 

/  prevent. 

-nt  stand  revealed.  The 


'/"  *  hr 


British  Union  Admin. 
Officer t NHQ  Speaker: 
Wood  Green  Candidate: 
On  17  August  1942: Age 
31:  In  German  Concen¬ 
tration  Canp:  Buried 
Cracow  (Rakowicki) 
Commonwealth  Plot 
Poland. 


Clement  Burning 


~ty  of  Hoi 


pj’i  nc-n  second  to  none 


First  of 
Mosley's  young  Black¬ 
shirts  to  die  in  a  war 
that  corrupt  politic¬ 
ians  were  la  ter  to  im¬ 
prison  their  Black¬ 
shirt  comrades  with¬ 
out  charge  or  trial  on 
the  falsehood  of  dis¬ 
loyalty  to  Britain. 

Knn  Day, found  near  the  Elbe 
Lightships  was  burled  with 
full  military  honours 
at  Cuxhaven  Cemetery.  His 
body  now  lies  and  Is  re- 
metered  at  Seckl Ingen  War 
Cemetery, Sol tau, Germany. 
George  (rocking  was  never 
found. He  Is  remetered  on 
the  Air  Force  Hemorlal  at 
Runnymedewlth  20,546  other 
•Ireen  who  have  no  known 
graves. 


Keil  Canal  on  second 


When  war  was  declared  in 
1914  the  descendants 
of  those  men  and  women  who 
had  been  banished  from 
Britain  in  and  after  1788 
to  an  enpty  Continent  on 
the  far  side  of  the  world 
rushed  to  Britain's  de¬ 
fence,  and  328,000  of  them 
served  overseas ,  represent¬ 
ing  a  huge  proportion  of 
Australia's  still  tiny 
population. 

The  long  lists  of  1914- 
18  war  dead  car  every 
Australian  war  memorial 
testify  to  the  enormous 
losses  this  young  nation 
suffered.  It  was  the  same 
elsewhere  in  the  Bipire, 

When  war  came  again  in 
1939,  two  million  Indians 
gladly  volunteered  for 
service,  and  the  14th  Army 
which  captured  Burma  from 
the  Japanese  consisted 
mostly  of  Indian  Divisions. 

And  to  what  end  was  it 
all?  Ever  since  Britain 
"shuffled  out  of  Bipire, 
Europe,  leadership  and 
history"  Burma  has  been  in  a 
state  of  political  chaos. 


civil  war,  mostly  under  a 
Socialist  dictatorship. 

Nothing  can  be  more  shame¬ 
ful  than  Britain's  undigni¬ 
fied  scuttle  from  Burma, 
India, Ceylon, Malaya,  Palest¬ 
ine  and  Africa,  especially 
from  Rhodesia  where  we  be¬ 
trayed  our  own  splendid 
people  who  had  stood  by  us 
superbly  with  blood  and 
treasure  in  both  World  Wars. 

To  India  we  bequeathed 
chaos  and  corruption,  and 
probably  two  million  deaths 
by  massacre,  famine  and  ex¬ 
haustion  at  the  end  of  the 
Raj  and  the  precipitate 
partition  of  Moslem  from 
Hindu  India. 

In  Palestine, under  the 
direction  of  Ernest  Bevin  - 
hailed  in  same  quarters  as  a 
strong  man  and  patriot  -  we 
hauled  down  the  flag  and  ab¬ 
sconded  almost  overnight, 
leaving  two  million  Arabs, 
many  of  them  fellow 
Christians  who  had  lived 
there  longer  than  the  Anglo- 
Saxons  had  inhabited  England, 
to  the  increasingly  harsh 
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THE  BLACKSHIRT  BROTHERS  BRUNING 


SOLD 


FUTURE 


COMRADE 


h  SOLD  AND 
BETRAYED 


over  lordship  of  the  Israelis, 
dominated  by  Irgun  and  Stem 
Gang  terrorists  under  the 
baleful  direction  of 
Menachim  Begin,  himself  a 
fanatical  terrorist. 

In  our  headlong  retreat 
from  Black  Africa  we 
betrayed  all  who  had  ever 
trusted  us, and  left  hapless 
tribes  to  the  corruption  of 
such  as  Kwame  Nkruirah,  self- 
styled  'Redeemer'  and  to  the 
insane, blood thirsty  tyrrany 
of  Idi  Amin. 

Today,  Australia,  the 
country  where  I  spent  some 
of  the  most  exciting  years 
of  my  life  and  in  which  I 
■tarried  is  to  become  an 
independent  republic.  Its 
population  is  no  longer 
overwhelmingly  of  British 
stock, and  if  it  looks  to 
anyone  at  all  as  its 
Protector,  it  looks  to  the 
United  States. 

As  for  Britain,  it  seems 
unable  to  make  up  its  mind 
whether  or  not  to  become 
part  of  a  United  Europe  or 
even  whether  or  not  to 
remain  a  United  Kingdom. 

This  is  the  sorry  position 


as  I 


the  end 


and  arduous  life  in 


which  I  and 


ons  tried  to 


our  Nation's  position  and 


yMpjwCTFI 


He  tried  to  avert  the  doom 


of  a  great  aspire,  and  far 


this 


aatviaal 

I  am  deeply  sorry  that  I  cannot 
be  with  you  today,  but  it  is  from 
the  heart  that  my  thoughts  come 
to  you  now. 

I  well  remember  the  time  so 
many  years  ago  when  I  stayed 
with  the  Bellamy's  and  my  son 
remained  behind  to  spend  the 
remains  of  his  school  holiday. 
On  his  return  home  he  said  "I 
like  Mr. Bellamy  Dad. I  like  all 
his  family, especially  Jack". 
When  asked  why  he  replied  "I 
don't  really  know  but  there  is 
something  different  about  him. 
He  is  nice".  Coining  from  a 
A  schoolboy  it  is  worth  re¬ 
calling. He  is  nice. That  just 
about  sums  up  Dick  Bellamy, but 
to  sane  of  us  he  was  more  than 
nice. He  was  a  true  Comrade  in 
the  real  sense  of  the  term. 

I  had  known  of  him  before  we 
met  and  it  was  an  occasion  I 
recall  as  if  only  yesterday.lt 
was  at  a  Blackshirt  meeting  in 
Hull  in  1935  where  after  es¬ 
corting  an  elderly  lady  from 
the  hall  during  a  disturbance, 
we  were  met  with  a  hail  of 
bricks  and  in  some  danger  of 
serious  injury.  Dick  did  not 
hesitate  and  charged  the  crowd, 
the  ferocity  of  his  charge 
driving  thum  back  and  we  were 
able  to  re-enter  the  hall  un¬ 
injured.  From  that  moment  he 
was  someone  special  in 
my  life. 

Old  comrades  priviledged  to  be 
present  must  be  proud  to  join 
his  family  even  though  the 
occasion  is  a  sad  one. Only  one 
other  man  in  ray  life  has  made 
made  a  greater  impression  on 
me  and  it  was  especially  im¬ 
portant  that  I  joined  with 
Dick  a  few  years  ago  about  our 
association  and  dr iendship  with 
Oswald  Mosley  in  the  BBC  docu¬ 
mentary  "Britain  in  the 
Thirties". 

To  those  of  the  newer  genera¬ 
tions,  let  me  remind  you  of 
Mosley's  message  to  his 
followers  in  the  1930s. 
"Together  in  Britain  we  have 


lie  aflame  that  the  aqes  shall 


to  the  end  of  his  earthly  life 


and  it  never  flickered  or  be¬ 


came  dul 


»  i’lV.'.B  ’i'.*n  w  r>[ 


non  John  Christian: 

0  Editor, "Comrade". 

Although  I  only  met  Dick 
Bellamy  once, and  then  only  far 
a  short  hour, I  had  known 
of  him  since  my  days  as  a 
young  Blackshirt  in  the  early 


Old  Comrades 
say 


After  an  adventitious  life  of 
f luctating  fortune,  RICHARD 
REYNELE  "Dick "BELLAMY  returned 
to  this  country  in"  the  1930s. 
Shocked  with  the  conditions  he 
found, he  soon  came  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  only  Oswald  Mosley 
had  the  answers  to  the  many 
problems  facing  Britain. Always 
a  nun  of  action  he  joined 
Mosley's  Movement  without  delay. 
In  it  he  worked  hard  and  his 
ability  was  soon  recognised 
being  appointed  National 
Inspector. 

The  war  saw  him, like  so  many 
of  his  col leagues, detained  un¬ 
der  the  notorious  18B.  After 
his  release  he  was  for  a  time 
employed  in  Bournemouth  by  O.M 
supporter  Dr. Margaret  Vivian, & 
was  later  drafted  in  the  Fire 
Service  in  Southampton, 
lie  was  always  an  uncompromising 
and  courageous  supporter  of 
Mosley  and  his  ideas  and  did 
not  hesitate  to  make  his  opin¬ 
ions  clear  to  all  and  sundry. 
It  is  this  factor  which  no 
doubt  has  so  far  prevented  his 
facilating  biography  finding  a 
a  publisher. 

I  had  not  met  Dick  since  the 
1960s  but  we  have  corresponded 
at  least  once  a  year.  His 
lengthy  letters  were  always 
interesting  and  full  of  deep 
thought  on  the  Ideas  we  shared 
in  common. He  believed  that  O.M 
would  want  and  expect  us  all 
to  be  working  to  implement  the 
ideas  for  which  he  had  sacri¬ 
ficed  so  much. 

Our  sympathy  goes  out  to  his 
widow  Hilda  who  we  know  will 
feel  as  grateful  as  we  do  for 
the  life  of  a  man  who  worked 
so  tirelessly  for  a  great 
cause. 


1930s, but  in  that  almost  phen- 
omenal  bond  so  unique  to  those 
who  followed  in  Mosley's  wake, 
that  special  weld  which  tran¬ 
scended  all  normal  measurement 
of  human  relationship, we 
were  instantly  as  one. 

We  first  made  contact  just  be¬ 
fore  the  birth  of  "Comrade" 
nearly  three  years  ago  and 
have  since  by  telephone  and 
lengthy  letter  shared  the  mem¬ 
ories  of  the  past. 

A  year  ago  we  met  at  his  then 
home  in  Norfolk.  The  occasion 
was  the  first  gathering  of 
East  Anglian  Friends  of  O.M.at 


Richard  Reynell  Bellamy  joined 
the  Movement  within  a  few 
months  of  its  foundation  and 
became  Senior  Staff  Officer  in 
charge  of  Northern  Headquarters 
in  Manchester .A  National  Insp¬ 
ector, he  was  responsible 
for  the  administration 
of  a  huge  area  of  the  Midlands 
and  North  of  England.  In  1936 
he  was  selected  BU  Parliament¬ 
ary  Candidate  for  Blackley, 
Manchester.  He  later  described 
this  period  as  "probably  the 
happiest  time  of  my  life." 

In  his  youth,  R.R.B.  had  led  a 
most  adventurous  life  -  as  a 
deckhand  on  the  South  American 
run,  a  "jackaroo*  in  the  Aust¬ 
ralian  Outback, and  a  coffee 
planter  (among  cannibals  1)  in 
New  Caladonia.  He  described 
these  experiences  in  2  books: 
The  Real  South  Seas  and  Mixed 


Bliss  in  Melanesia.  The  latter 


was  described  by  the  OBSERVER'S 
Reviewer  as  "the  best  travel 
book  of  the  year." 

In  R.R.B.  the  BUF  gained  an  ex¬ 
cellent  administrator  -  but  it 
also  lost  a  splendid  writer  for 
he  was  far  too  busy  between 
1933  and  1940  to  find  time  to 
put  pen  to  paper. 

After  the  war  he  became  a  farm 
steward, but  in  the  1950s 
hepatitis  put  an  end  to  his 
working  life.  He  therapon  de¬ 
cided  to  tell  the  full  story 
of  the  BUF  and  the  historical, 
political  and  social  background 
from  which  it  emerged.  The 
result  was  a  magnum  opus  indeed 
-  300,000-word  text  plus  a 
further  20,000  words  of  App¬ 
endices.  in  his  introductory 
renarks  he  wrote:  "I  feal  it 
Incumbent  on 


much 


of  the 


remember 


that  went  with 


them, and  the  turbulence  and 


•trtfe.I  am  proud  to  have  been 


of  that  band  of  oonpanions,and 


to  have  shared  with  them 


of  the  adventures  and 


«Bru  i 


Completed  in  1966, the  book  has 
since  been  updated  and  con¬ 
verted  into  3  smaller  volumes: 
WE  MARCHED  WITH  MOSLEY ,  THE 
MEMOIRS  OF  A  FASCIST  BEAST  and 


MOSLEY  IN  PERSPECTIVE.  Up  to 
the  present  time  only  a  brief 
summary  has  appeared  in  print 
his  contribution  to 
MOSLEY'S  BLACKSHIRTS,  the  coll¬ 
ection  of  BUF  reminiscences 
published  by  Sanctuary 
;  Press  in  1986. 


Ipswfich.  Dick  was  by  then  far 
to  ill  to  travel  being  almost 
confined  to  his  chair  so  my 
wdfe  and  paid  our  first  and 
last  visit. 

As  we  met  his  eyes  brightened 
and  for  nearly  an  hour 
his  exhilaration  wanned  the 
atmosphere  as  we  relived  the 
days  that  were  gone.  And  most 
probably  because  my  wife  was  a 
New  Party  member, and  thus  one 
of  the  longest  serving  Mosley 
supporters  alive,  Dick  hold 
her  land  throughout. 

And  that  is  how  we  shall 
always  remenber  him. 


August/ septemuer  xaoo 


COMRADE 
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HISTORICAL  TTRS  How  they  are  perpetuated 

WE  NAIL  THE 

"THE  0AILY  TELEGRAPH",  highly  regarded  as  a  'quality'  newspaper .has  an  authoratlve  dally 
feature.  It  uses  from  Its  files  a  news  Item  printed  "50  years  ago", and  In  July  It  printed  a 
story  of  a  Mosley  meeting  that  at  that  time  was  not  Just  a  piece  of  bad  reporting  but  a 
complete  fabrication. 

LIE 

In  the  Interest  of 
historical  truth 
we  reprint, here 

50  years  ago . . . 

(The  Sails  (Telegraph 

July  14. 1938 

It  is  now  accepted  that  in  the  late  1930s  there 
was  a  complete  media  boycott  of  8r1t1sh  Union 
activities, apart  from  the  occasional  story  of  1 
this  type, leading  the  post-war  younger  historians 
to  wrongly  Infer  that  the  Mosley  Movement  had 
been  In  decline  prior  to  the  war. 

and  on  Page  4, from 
Action  of  23  July 
1938,  Irrefutable 
evidence  to 
support  this 
charge. 

CROWDS  THREATEN  SIR  O.  MOSLEY 


Mounted  and  fooi  police 

reserves  were  drafted  to  the 
East  End  of  loodon  last  night 
when  disorder  broke  nut  among 
a  huge  crowd  at  a  Fascist  meet¬ 
ing  in  Mossford-strect.  Mile 
End 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley.  who  was 
the  principal  speaker,  was  con¬ 
tinually  heckled  Angry  crowds 
surged  round  the  platform 
throughout  his  speech,  and  only 
the  presence  of  mounted  police 
pres  ented  serious  trouble 


A  number  of  men  who 
appeared  to  be  leading  the  j 
uproar  were  led  away  and  I 
warned  not  to  return  Two  men 
were  arrested  and  will  appear  at 
Thames  Police  Court  this 
morning 

The  difficulties  of  the  police 
were  increased  when  anti-Fas- 
cists  set  up  a  platform  and  held  a 
meeting  only  a  few  yards  from 
the  Fascists  A  cordon  was  kept 
between  the  two  crowds  while 
mounted  police  kept  a  lane  dear 


t in  ir>  <M  am*  ml  Ummmtmrm  tlrmml  uhrtwi  Wa  i 


DICK  BELLAMY  SSfSSSS®? 


THE  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  one  of 
Britain's  legendary 
political  confronta¬ 
tions  of  the  thirties, 
the  “Battle  of  Cable 
Street"  will  have 
special  memories  for 
at  least  one  Norfolk 
man. 

Mr  Dick  Bellamy, 
now  85.  of  Lethering- 
sclt,  was  a  local  official 
and  later  a  full-lime 
organiser  of  the  British 
Union  of  Fascists 
throughout  the  period. 

On  Sunday.  October  4. 
1936.  icveral  thousand 
Blackshirt!  assembled  near 
Tower  Bridie  al  the  start  of 
a  planned  march  through 
Shoreditch  to  Bethnal 
Green,  headed  by  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley 

Huge  crowd 

Also  gathered  nearby  wai 
l  huge  crowd  of  spectators 
and  anti-faxm  demonstra¬ 
tors.  Barricades  were  thrown 
up  across  Cable  Street,  and 
in  the  fighis  between  anti¬ 
fascists  and  some  of  Ike 
6000  police  on  duty.’  more 
than  100  people,  including 
o (Titers,  were  injured,  and 
S3  people  were  arrested 

The  march  itself  never 
took  place.  Motley  having 
been  ordered  by  the  Metro¬ 
politan  chief  commissioner 
to  call  it  off. 

Mr  Bellamy  was  to  Liver¬ 
pool  at  the  time  as  one  of 
the  BUF’t  norlhern 
organisert.  *A  day  or  so 
after  Cable  Street,  a  number 
of  us  went  into  a  local  newt 
cinema  where  a  full-length 
film  of  the  Incidents  was 
shown.  t 

“1  remember  one  scene  in 
which  a  Blackshirt,  cut  off 
on  hit  way  to  the  assembly 
point,  was  shown  righting 
single-handed  against  a  ring 
of  atiaekert.  and  layina 


ihcm  odl  In  a  circle  around 
him.  The  audience  cheered, 
and  we  heard  of  similar 
outbursts  of  acclaim  ai 
other  Liverpool  cinemas. 

■We  quickly  told  our 
members  10  get  along  and 
see  the  film,  but  (he  follow¬ 
ing  day  it  was  withdrawn.  I 
suspect  by  orders  from  on 
high.* 

Dick  Bellamy  joined  the 
BUF  in  1933.  shortly  after 
its  formation,  and  not  long 
after  he  and  his  wife  Hilda 
had  returned  from  New 
Caledonia,  where  he  had 
been  (arming. 

‘The  country  wgg  in  a 
mess.  I  was  particularly 
horrified  by  the  indifference 
shown  by  the  middle  classes 
to  the  plight  of  the 
unemployed.* 

Living  at  Wcrcham.  he 
tuned  a  Blackshirt  branch 
at  Downham  Market,  aod 
the  following  year  was 
•ppoinled  full-time  organiser 
lor  the  South-West  Norfolk 
constituency.  Among  many 
pubhc  meetings  he  organised 
in  East  Anglia  was  one  in 
Norwich  Market  Place  in 
July  1936  when  Mosley 
addressed  a  crowd  estimated 
by  the  police  al  10.000. 

*OM  took  some  of  us  for 
a  meal  afterwards  at  the 
Royal  Hotel,  and  I 
remember  bow  impressed  he 
was  with  the  (air  and  (actual 


rrponing  of  our  activities  by 
ihe  Eastern  Daily  Press.  He 
said  it  was  in  the  finest 
Whig  tradition,  and  asked 
us  to  convey  his  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  the  editor.  Mr 
Cozens-Hardy. 

‘Inner  fire’ 

"Mosley  wai  a  very  noble 
character.  He  had  great 
inner  Tire,  vast  ability  and 
courage.  His  followers 
worshipped  him.  and  he 
simply  loved  them. 

"As  war  approached  our 
meetings  and  marchers  were 
gelling  bigger  »■*  the  lime. 
The  mass  of  British  Union's 
membership  was  working- 
class.  especially  in  East 
London.  In  the  north-west 
and  Liverpool  where  I 
worked,  it  was  largely  the 
unemployed  working  class." 

But  what  about  the 
reputation  for  violence? 

"The  vast  majority  of 
meetings  were  held  in 
perfect  order  and 
enthusiasm.  As  for  Ihe 
others,  well,  this  animal 
defends  itself  when  attacked 
Not  original  I  know,  but  it 
describes  Ihe  circumstances." 

Dick  Bellamy  left  Ihe 
BUF  tuff  in  1939.  moving 
to  Canterbury  where  he  took 
a  job  in  the  local  barracks, 
meanwhile  running  the  local 


Fascist  branch.  In  May  1940 
Mosley  and  some  of  his 
leading  officials  were 
arrested  under  emergency 
regulations  that  empowered 
Ihe  imprisonment  of  person! 
without  charge. 

The  following  week  Mr. 
Bellamy  was  deuined  in  Ihe 
neat  wave  of  arrests,  and 
spent  the  neat  400  days  in  a 
number  of  jails  and  camps 
throughout  the  country. 

"A  policeman  came  round 
and  told  me  that  my 
husband  had  been  arrested. 
"  said  Mrs  Bellamy.  "I 
asked  him  what  the  charge 
was.  and  he  utd  'none'* 

Mr  Bellamy  said:  "We 
opposed  the  war  politically 
because  we  said  it  was 
against  Britain's  interests, 
and  would  leave  it 
weakened,  though  we  made 
it  dear  we  would  Tight  an 
invader.* 

After  bis  release  he  joined 
the  fire  service  in 
Southampton.  Following 
D-Day  he  tired  of  Ihe  inac¬ 
tion.  and  applied  (or  agricul¬ 
tural  work.  In  lime  this 
brought  him  back  to  Nor¬ 
folk.  "I  spent  a  year  digging 
ditches  on  the  Ko.il  Esaic. 
and  loved  is."  He  later 
worked  oo  the  Holkham 
Esutc.  and  more  recently  at 
Weds. 


Courtesy  "Eastern  Daily  Press* 


MILE  END 

FOR  thoce  who  believe  that  our 
country  is  decadent,  for  them* 
who  think  that  years  of  poverty 
l  arc  killed  the  splendid  spoil  of  our 
people  there  could  be  no  more  on* 
light  mini  experience  than  a  visit  lo  one 
of  Mosleys  terrific  meeting*  In  East 
London. 

Even  the  old  members  of  Bntiah 
Union  mho  have  knowledge  of  the  huge 
throngs  that  have  gathered  in  such 
places  as  Victoria  Park  to  cheer  the 
Leader  ol  the  modem  movement  were 
amazed  at  the  dimension*  of  the  crowd 
which  si  tended  at  Mile  End  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  last 

Fot  long  past  the  residents  of  this 
district  have  been  duped  by  political 
vultures  anxious  to  exploit  despair, in 
the  people  Today  they  might  as  well 
pack  up  and  admit  their  defeat,  for 
Mosley  has  removed  the  despair  on 
which  they  built  their  creeds  of  hatred 
and  bit  trines*.  and  put  hope  in  it* 
place  Hope  that  tn  its  turn  haa  cteatcd 
the  determination,  demonstrated  at  Mile 
End.  to  follow  Mosley,  come  what  may. 
to  the  Greater  Britain  of  the  future. 

The  most  glowing  words  in  the 
English  language  cannot  adequately 
convey  the  thrill  these  meetings  possess 
Here  in  Mile  End  was  a  crowd  to 
densely  packed  and  covering  so  great  an 
area  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  Ua 
limits.  Countless  thousands  of  upturned 
faces  were  tense  with  interest  as  each 
word  from  Motley  was  hungrily  ab¬ 
sorbed.  Low  murmurs  of  approval 
swelled  to  mighty  acclamations  when 
he  delved  to  the  tool  of  present-day 
problems  and  exposed  the  alien  interests 
that  thrive  on  British  suffering. 

*  When  we  teU  you  of  these  things  • 
he  thundered.  “  we  are  threatened  with 
arrest  Yet  today  the  great  newspaper* 
are  forced  to  recognise  that  Ihe  people 
of  Britain  are  waking  to  Ihe  menace  of 
aliens  in  our  midst,  and  are  forced  by 
public  opinion  to  devote  space  to  these 
matters.  Why  then  don't  they  arrest 
Lord  Beaver  brook?  They  uw  every 
weapon  against  members  of  our  move¬ 
ment  because  they  know  that  British 
Union  and  British  Union  alone  chal¬ 
lenges  thru  corrupt  interests " 

Thai  pillar  of  democratic  decencies 
ihe  Da  Up  Telegraph.  reported  that 
Mosley  s  platform  was  surrounded  by 
angry  crowd*,  a  natemrat  that  went 
'cry  near  the  troth.  For  these  East  Lon¬ 
doners  are  indeed  angry  Angry  at  the 
long  betrayal  of  democratic  politician* 
and  proud  that  they  have  found  in 
Oswald  Moslry  a  man  in  whom  thry 
tray  trust 

O  Reprinted  from 
"Action "July  23  1938 
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How  I  disturbed  the 
Peace  of  Walton 
Goal  - 


J 


ONthe  morning  of  June  4th 
1940, the  officer  In  charge 
of'C'Wlng  came  to  my  cell, 
the  nearest  to  his  office, 
and  asked  my  help  to  get 
breakfast  for  my  fellow 
prisoners, and  In  the  next 
few  days  I  helped  dish  out 
all  meals  until  we  estab¬ 
lished  some  form  of  serv¬ 
ice. He  later  thanked  me  for 
helping  and  explained  that 
In  prison  routine  each  wing 
had  a  'cleaner'  known  as  a 
"Trusty", and  that  this  made 
life  easier  to  bear  In  a 
good  'nick'  because  he  was 
was  allowed  out  of  his  cell 
more  often. 

So  I  became"C"W1ng  Clean¬ 
er  and  could  choose  who  I 
wished  to  help  deliver 
meals  and  collect  pots. 

I  soon  began  to  take 
stock  of  my  position.!  must 


adapt  to  my  changed  life.  1 
would  carry  out  physical 
exercises  and  do  all  I 
could  to  maintain  health.  I 
would  occupy  my  mind  with 
work  as  much  as  possible. I 
must  prepare  for  the  worst. 
1  could  be  In  prison 
Indefinitely. 

One  night  when  all 
was  quite, I  heard  a  clock 
strike  nine. I  moved  a  chair 
to  the  window  to  make  a 
note  of  the  sun's  shadow, as 
in  a  sundial,  to  give  me 
some  idea  of  bed-time. 

As  I  looked  out  I  heard 
a  shout  from  another  wing. 
It  was  Hawks ley  from  Kent, 
but  before  I  could  say  much 
a  warder  I  had  not  seen  be¬ 
fore  almost  burst  into  my 
cell  and  asked  why  I  was 
shouting  out  of  the  window. 

I  told  him  I  had  been 
speaking  to  a  friend  in  the 
opposite  wing,  and  he  left 
shuffling  my  identity  card 
in  the  rack. 

Next  morning  after  break- 


FACTS  VERSUS  FICTION 

HOW  PRESS  REPORTED 
LIMEHOUSE  MEETING 


THH  respective  editorial  staff*  of 
the  Daily  Telegraph  and  the  Daily 
Worker  were  able  to  exercise  their 
skill  lo  show  their  capacity  for  correctly 
presenting  facts  by  writing  up  for  ihetr 
readers  accounts  of  the  Mo-U.v  meeting 
in  Liinchouitc,  on  Wednesday,  July  13. 
The  fads  were  as  follow* : — 

Mosley  addressed  a  crowd  of 
maoy  thousands  of  people  who 
packed  ioto  Mossford  Street  to  keer 
hiei.  The  crowd  all  the  time  was 
enthusiastic  aid  cheered  him  to  the 
echo.  At  -©  time  was  there  any  dis¬ 
order  whatsoever  aear  the  van  and  at 
no  time  during  the  speech  were  there 
any  mounted  police  in  Mossford 
Street  a r  anywhere  near  the  van.  In 
fact  so  orderly  was  the  crowd  that 
there  were  a  few  small  children  from 
nearby  houses  walking  round  the  van 
who  would  hardly  have  been  there 
had  there  been  angry  crowds 
charging. 

There  was  a  line  of  police  smite  dis¬ 
tance  away  from  the  van  but  it  was  not 
a  cordon  in  the  generally  accepted  term 
because  people  could  pass  freely  through 
it  In  the  next  street  there  was  a  Red 
meeting  which  was  fairly  well  attended 
by  Jews  and  other  aliens. 

PRESS  FACTS. 

THK  Daily  Telegraph  headed  their 
account :  “CROWDS  THREATEN 
SIR  O.  MOSLEY’S  MEETING — 
yOl*N'TED  POLICE  CALLED.”  and 
w  ent  on  to  say  : — 

“Sir  O.  Mosley  was  constantly 
heckled.  Angry  crowds  surged  round 
the  platform  throughout  the  speech 


and  only  the  presence  of  mounted 
justice  prevented  serious  trouble. 

"The  difficulties  of  the  police  were 
increased  when  anti-Fasciats  set  up 
their  platform  and  held  a  meeting 
only  a  few  yards  from  the  Fascists. 
A  cordon  was  kept  between  the  two 
crowds  whilst  mounted  police  kept  a 
lane  clear.  .  . 

RED  FRENZY 

1HE  frenzy  of  the  Red  paper  is  really 
comical  to  behold.  They  are  evi¬ 
dently  greatly  incensed  by  Action's 
publcation  of  photographs  of  Red 
counter-demonstrations  which  have  been 
ludicrous  hops.  Throughout  this  cam¬ 
paign  we  have  been  able  to  publish 
photographs  of  Mosley's  great  mass 
meetings,  together  wi’h  photographs  of 
Red  counter-demonstrations  attended 
by  a  tiny  handful.  The  bright  lads  of  the 
Red  paper  accordingly  set  to  work  to 
counter  this  method  but,  lacking  gen¬ 
uine  photographs  lo  prove  their  point, 
were  reduced  to  publishing  the  top  pic¬ 
ture  shown  on  this  page  as  a  photograph 
of  Mosley's  meeting  iri  Mile  End.  Their 
little  difficulty  Is  (a)  that  the  speaker 
1>  obviously  not  Mosley;  (b)  that  he  is 
not  speaking  from  a  van  or  (c)  using  a 
loud  speaker;  therefore,  anyone  who  has 
ever  attended  a  Mosley  meeting  can 
see  at  a  glance  that  this  is  not  a  picture 
of  a  Mosley  meeting. 

When  our  opponents  are  reduced  to 
such  childish  tactics  their  cause  is  in¬ 
deed  proved  to  be  lost  If  they  must 
turn  out  lying  propaganda  they  would 
be  well  advised  in  future  not  to  employ 
lies  that  any  child  with  any  knowledge 
of  the  subject  know"*  to  be  a  lie. 

(A  full  description  and  a  further  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  Mile  End  meeting  appear  on 
pages  8  and  9.) 
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Mosley 
Thought 


August /September  1988 

"The  Truth 
the  Half-Truth 
and  Nothing 
Like  the  Truth* 

■  he  combined  circulation 
T*  of  the  National  Press 

■  today  Is  only  a  fraction 
or  40  years  ago.  Yet  the 
not-so-guallty  dallies  have 
latched  on  to  a  respite- 
winning  formula  to  stem  the 
tide,  find  some  famous  or 
unknown  victim  (almost  any¬ 
one  will  do),  unearth  some 
naughtleness  real  or 
Imagined  and  Hey  Presto 
Hold  the  Front  Page:another 
scribbler's  Job  Is  safe 
till  Saturday. 

Ve'ra  not  talking  about  the 
exposure  of  real  criminals 
but  the  power  of  the  press 
In  some  hands  to  break 
lives  and  llvllhoods  with 
little  danger  of  breaking 
the  laws  of  libel. 

Vhat  about  the  Press 
Council,  did  someone  say? 
■o  media  nagnate  ever  shook 
In  his  boots  at  their  slid 
admonishments.  And  recourse 
to  the  courts  means  risking 
bankcrupcy  these  days 
■obody  suffered  more  at  the 
hands  of  the  press  than  I 
Xosley.  Twice  he  had  the  ’ 
courage  to  take  the  worst 
offenders  to  the  courts  - 
and  won.  He  even  brake  the 
broadcast  boycott  In  the 
sixties  by  taking  his  case 
to  the  European  Court  of 
Human  Sights  and 

'persuaded*  the  TV  moguls 
to  grant  him  air  time.  But 
Oswald  Mosleys  are  few  and* 
far  between,  more's  the 
pity. 


Surely  the  time  has  now 
coma  to  re-axamlna  Mosleys 
revolutionary  concept  that 
newspapers  should  report 
the  news  and  print  the 
truth.  Ditto  the  broadcast 
media,  lo  need  for  Boards 
of  Censors  or  an  end  to 
real  prasa  freedom.  Simply 
require  by  law  that  any 
person  or  institution 
attacked  should  be  given 
equal  space  and  equal 
proml nance  to  reply. 

Than  at  last  the  people  can 
decide  for  themselves  and 
the  Dirty  Dallies  will  have 
to  think  twice  before 
Invading  personal  privacy 
or  misrepresenting  men  and 
women  who  strive  for 
greater  things. 

Charm  School 

fqr  the  KGB? 

IT'S  Ironic  that  Just  whea 
Camden  Council  Is  adopting 
the  Thought  Police,  Russia 
seeao  to  be  abandoning 
them.  Comaun  1  st s  were  ever 
their  own  worst  enemies. 
Salt  nines,  show  trials  and  • 
state-sponsered  poverty 
were  always  easier  to 
undr stand  than  Marxist 
dialectics.  If  only  Lenin 
had  sent  sore  of  his 
disciples  to  a  Charm 
School . 


So  what  are  we  to  think  of 
Glaetaost  and  Perestroika? 
Just  a  change  of  tactics  to 
achieve  the  same  global 
strategy?  Or  does  Gorbochev 
mean  business  whan  he  says 
Peace  and  sore  consumer 
products  ?  Mobody  can 
accuse  Xosley  supporters  of 
being  naive  about 

Communlem.  But  the  course 
Gorbochev  has  taken  runs 
too  deep  to  be  dismissed 
as  political  hype.  Russians 
with  instalments  to 

maintain  on  the  family 
Skoda  won't  wont  to  hurry 

off  to  Afghanistan  again 

too  easily. 

Vhat  would  Xosley  have 

thought  of  It  all  ?  Vhen  la 
the  1960‘s  Khruschev 
repeatedly  offered  to 
withdraw  Soviet  troops  and 
missiles  from  eastern 
Europe,  nobody  campaigned 
more  vigorously  for  a 
positive  response  from  the 
Vest  than  0M.  And  that 
would  surely  be  his  view 
today.  Multilateral  nuclear 
disarmament  alone  would  of 
course  still  leave  Russia 
with  massive  supremacy  In 
conventional  forces.  So  it 
would  have  to  be:  Firstly 
fingers  off  the  triggers, 
then  lower  the  muzzles  an 
Inch,  then  another  Inch, 
than  Guns  On  the  Table, 


5 

Boys,  and  finally  ever  so 
slowly  withdraw  the  hands 
In  carefully  thought-out 
and  fully  reciprocated 

stages. 

Those  who  remember  Motley's 
last  speech  to  his 
supporters  a  tew  souths 
before  his  death  on  the 
paramount  Importance  of 
preventing  the  nuclear 
destruction  of  the  Earth 
can  have  any  doubt. 

Fools*  Paradise 
Reviewed 

MOSLEY  once  said:  ‘People 
usually  get  the  government 
'  they  deserve.  But  1  find  It 
hard  to  believe  the  British 
people  have  done  anything 
to  deserve  their  present 
rulers. " 

Jeffrey  Hamm  In  bis  second 

book, _ IXhe _ ExL _ Good  Men 

Dal,  examines  the  motives 
of  the  geniuses  who  were 
responsible  for  sixty  years 
of  British  decline  and 
charitably  labels  them 
fools  rather  than  knaves. 

He  pursues  this  theme, darning 
his  hapless  subjects  with 
their  own  publics!  ly  stated 
aims  fol  lowed  by  hard  f acts 
proving  that  events  invariably 
turned  out  quite  otherwise. Cue 
after  another:  Churchill, 
Macmillan,  Rab  Butler  and 
Wilson  to  naoe  a  few.who  saw 
their  policies  on  Bq^ire, 
colonial  freedom,  immigration 
or  employment  turn  sour  beyond 
previous  imagination. 

Those  who  Joined  Mosley's 
revolt  against  such  evil 
destiny  have  heard  the  argu¬ 
ments  before,  but  the  author. 
Secretary  of  Action  Society, 
presents  the  evidence  in  a 
a  freshness  of  style  that 
makes  agreeable  reading. 

Pools  rather  than  knaves 


fast, a  superior  officer 
entered  ray  cell, and 
I  was  told  1  was  to 
go  before  the  Governor. 

As  I  was  inarched  away, 
many  thoughts  passed 
through  ray  mind.  Mas  it 
possible  I  was  to  be 
released? 

Seven  daye  solitary 

This  idea  soon  vanished 
when  we  stopped  at  the 
M.O. '■  and  I  was  declared 
"fit  for  punishment"  and 
marched  off  to  the  Governor 
obviously  under  arrest. 

On  arrival  I  stood  before 
him, somewhat  dazed, and  was 
surprised  to  hear  the 
charge  of  "Disturbing  the 
peace  of  the  Prison".  Had  I 
spoken  out  of  my  cell  wind¬ 
ow  the  previous  evening?.  1 
said  I  had  and  was  sent¬ 
enced  to  seven  days  No.  1. 

My  sentence  was  seven 
days  solitary  with  bread 
and  water. The  whole  routine  • 


was  organised  on  a  punative 
basis.  &ferythlng  was 
cleared  out  of  the  cell  ex¬ 
cept  Bible.  The  bedboard 
and  mattress  were  brought 
back  for  bedtime, 

1  was  a  little  upset  be¬ 
cause  of  the  prison  rule 
that  if  a  cleaner  oanmits  a 
breach  of  the  rules 
he  loses  his  Job.  I  could 
see  ray  plans  bo  make  life  a 
little  easier  vanishing. But 
faced  with  seven  days  soli¬ 
tary,  ray  concern  for  the 
moment  was  to  overcome  this 
new  misfortune. 

A  few  days  later  however, 
my  prison  officer  furtively 
opened  ray  cell  door  and 
said  he  had  obtained  per¬ 
mission  from  the  Chief  Pri¬ 
son  Officer  to  give 
me  my  job  back  when 
I  returned.  It  was  most 
cheerful  news. 

The  night  before  my  re¬ 
turn, the  cell  door  opened 
and  there  stood  the  Chief 
Prison  Office  and  I  though 


1  was  in  for  more  trouble. 

My  anxiety  was  soon  dis¬ 
pelled  for  he  told  me  that 
Captain  huttnan  Johnson -who 
had  been  under  the  same 
punishment  -  and  I,  ware 
having  our  punishment  sus¬ 
pended  forthwith. 

'Cheer  Op  Grundy* 

Prison  regulations  stipu¬ 
late  that  prisoners  are 
due  a  weekly  bath, so  it  was 
a  surprise  when  my  Prison 
Officer  came  to  my  cell 
whan  In  solitary  and  es¬ 
corted  me  to  the  bathhouse. 
Afterwards, putting  his  hand 
on  ray  shoulders  and  shaking 
me  said  with  a  smile  "Cheer 
up  Grundy, a  spell  in  Chokey 
makes  ordinary  prison  life 
a  bit  easier*  and  giving  me 
another  shake  said  "You'll 
do  for  me  Grundy". 

He  took  the  longest  way 
he  oould  back  to  my  oell  - 
an  almost  pleasant  half- 
hour  walk  -  which  went  down 
very  well  after  solitary. 


tkey  may  well  have  boen. 
But  one  Is  teapted  to  ask  - 
at  what  point  does 
foolishness  on  such  a  scale 
Itself  became  a  crlae  ? 

tl»  (wtl  Cock)  IWa  Do  bjr  jtffrvjr  UB 
toKlaar;  fmi  O.H  (•  XI  Ml] 
titti  HMM.nvpaWi  U.  UU 


ARTHUR  MASON'S  ESCAPE 
Arthur  Mason's  story  of 
his  second  esape  from  (At¬ 
tention  Is  held  over  for 
the  next  Issue  of  Comrade. 


Well  over  six  feet 
tall  and  an  ex -naval  ti:i».* 

serving _ man, _ lofty 

Ooonbes"  -  as  he  was  knewn 
to  his  fellow  offloers  - 
helped  me  during  solitary 
and  got  ray  job  back  for  me. 

I  had  found  a  friend  in 
ray  Prison  Officer. 


# Leslie  Grundy  was 
BU  Dist/ Inspector 
Huddersfield . 
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emments  have  been  willing  to 
admit  the  errors  of  their  pre¬ 
decessors.  Churchill  is  still 
for  the  Tories  a  hero  and  the 
genius  of  the  century.  After 
so  imny  years  I  fear  it 
is  unlikely  that  the  present 
Home  Secretary  will  see  any 
reason  for  action, after  all 
most  of  those  affected  are 
dead  and  he  has  only  to  wait 
a  few  more  years  and  we  shall 
all  be  conpensated  in  the  arms 
of  the  Almighty! 

1  believe  after  the  war  that 
ex-18B  man  John  Wynn  tried  for 
years  to  get  something  out  of 
the  authorities. He  had  go- 
legal  assistance  and  during 
the  1970s  invested  quite  a 
bit  in  the  project.  I  mention 
this  because  any  papers  or 
correspondence  he  may  He  are  informed  that  the  esecutare 
have  left  oould  be  of  value  in  their  uisdon  directed  the  nones 
to  a  subsequent  researcher.  to  the  Mosley  htueront  but  the  pol- 

Arthur  Marson  itioal  bocks  and  pipers  do  not  cpp- 
(Arthur  Muron,ex-18B  detainee  mi  ear  to  have  arrived  at  that  deetin- 
Bull  British  Union  urites  with  earn  avion. 

aytncion  on  the  chancre e  of  a  British  Hr  have  received  a  nuiirer  of  m- 
gcvemrent  acknowledging  the  injust-  quiriee  from  old  oamades  close  to 
ice  their  wartime  predeoeeecre  in-  to  Jchn  Vym  rime  the  birth  of 
flicted  an  loyal  British  citisms.Be  Canrade  ml  would  be  grateful  far 
also  raises  another  point  of  inter-  cay  inf  emit  icn  firm  our  recdere  an 
est.  the  disposal  of  Ore  documents.]  Ed. 


After  the  war.ex  RfC  pilot  and  IBB 
detainee  John  Vym  lived  at  a  rotate 
famhaae  in  North  Vales  ihare  it 
kas  'open  house'  to  nary  old  British 
Union  canrade s  and  urn  in  touch  with 
nay  none  all  ooer  the  world.  Be  aa 
involved  in  nuch  rmearch,had  a  good 
political  library  and  other  docu - 
merits  including  the  secret  teatimn- 
ise  of  BU  political  prisoners  in  the 
Isle  of  Mm  that  had  been  buried  in 
a  dnp  resistant  amtainar  in  1941 
and  retreived  by  him  SO  years  later. 
John  Vym  died  in  1980  mi  in  his 
Will  he  left  a  a us.  of  money  to 
" the  British  Union  political 
party  or  should  this  prove  im¬ 
practicable  then  to  any  other 
anti-Conmmist  forty". 


1  was  intrigued  by  the  good 
Dr. Peel 's  efforts  on  our  be¬ 
half  although  somewhat 

skeptical.  Few  British  gov- 


MWB6,  W.A.i  Sth.llanmersmlth 
Branch  BU:  Cn  2.9.1938 

BARROW,  David  i  DU:  UM  Speaker 

Oxford  In  August  1980 

BQX,H;  Westminster  St. Georges 
BU:A  founder  Cab  Trade  Group: 

Qn  9.8.1939 
PAY.A.E:  Bast  London  BU: After 
war  dealer  In  rare  books, 
Dublin.  In  September  1974 
de  lABSSO.Hal  080  HC:  Detained 
188  Holloway  Jail  3  years  with 
OH  and  Lady  Mosley  and  Hrs.de 
Laesao:A  founder  Norwich  and 
King's  Lynn  UM:  In  Sept. 1948 
DIXDNJhOns  of  first  BU  Nelson 
4  Colne, Lancs. In  Sept. 1938 
EVBC,E.C.  'fiddle' :  Upmlnster , 
formerly  Sth. London  BU  4  UM 
Cn  17.8.1986 

BART.E.D. :  Beckenham: Research 
Dept  BU  NHQ: Ed. 'Action*  June 
1940  after  editor  detained  — 
for  which  he  detained: Pioneer 
of  UM. . . . .  In  August  1950 
JOWBON.J.W:  Bethnal  Green 

shoemaker  6  member  BU:detalnad 
18B:  Cn  S.9.19S8 

ROQCHD, VSn -G: Bethnal  Green  BU 
and  UM:  In  September  1952 

SWIFT, Reginald 'Swlfty' i  Upton 
Branch  BU:  In  Septenber  1938 
WATTS ,C.F. ‘Charlie* i  District 
Inspector  Westminster  St.G  BU 
organiser  Cab  Trade  Group: 
BU  leader  Ascot  Concentration 
Canp.  On  26.8.1971 

WIIXJAM90N.  Henry:  NHQ  Branch  BU 
Author  'Tarka  The  Otter*  etc. 

Cn  13.8.1977 


with  the  men  whose  memory 
you,  and  others,  write  about. 
And  sad  too. 

When  I  read  about  Arthur 
Mason's  account  of  his  escape 
I  immediately  thought  of 
Yorkie  Rawlinson.  And  sure 
enough  there  he  was. In  1941  I 
used  to  meet  Yorkie, usually  at 
Speakers'  Corner; sometimes  we 
had  a  cup  of  coffee  together. 
I  was  then  in  the  Free  French 
Forces  and  my  home  was  just 
around  the  corner . Once  he 
told  me  he  was  getting  an 
identity  card  for  someone  who 
had  escaped  from  detention. 
That  must  have  been  Mason.  I 
kept  in  touch  with  Yorkie  un¬ 
til  the  late  40s  but  we  lost 
touch. I  often  wondered  what 
happened  to  him.  I  remember  he 
had  a  group  photo  taken  at  the 
Black  House, Chelsea  which  in¬ 
cluded  us  both; That  was  in 
1935  when  30-40  of  us  were 
made  redundant  because  of 
financial  difficulties  - 
we  each  received  a  golden 
handshake  of  £10  and  an  en¬ 
couraging  personal  letter  from 
O.M.  Arthur  Mason  I  must  have 
known  at  NHQ.  If  he  was 
Francis-Hawkins  office  boy  I 
was  the  kid  who  delivered  the 
mail  to  the  different  offices. 

Paddy  Mullan  I  knew  very 
well. He  was  a  marvellous  man, 
a  former  (renter  of  the  Pales¬ 
tine  Police. We  had  a  number  of 
Irish  Loyalists  (southern  Ir¬ 
ish)  .  Another  good  man  was 
Paddy  Driscoll , also  of  *1* 
Division. His  father  was  an 
In-Pensioner  at  the  Royal 
Hospital.  I  last  saw  Eric 
Hamilton  Plercy  in  the  early 
50s. 

You  are  quite  right, (British 
Union  'memorabilia')  those 
items  are  part  of  history  and 
must  be  preserved. John  Murray 
(John  Moray  is  one  of  our  earlier 
SJF  meiimrs,  joining  then  161. Be  lot- 
joined  the  Froth  Foreign  LegianJEd. 


political 
tente  to 


booke  and  like 


younger  intellects. 

Another  recurring  question  is 
"What  would  Mosley  have  done 
if  Hitler  had  invaded?". 
This  hypothesis  was  discussed 
in  a  BBC  programme  some  years 
ago  with  Mosley,  Lord  Boothby 
and  others.  Mosley  spoke  of  a 
resistance  movement  to  a  for¬ 
eign  take  over  and  declared  a 
right  to  end  his  life"in  high 
Roman  Fashion".  In  defeat. 

Hoping  to  meet  again  in 
November .My  latest  delight  is 
in  attending  weddings  as  a 
lucky  monster  chimney  sweep. 
Kiss  from  the  bride  as 
as  perqul6it!  William  H.Wood 
(A  kiee  far  the  bride  firm  our  an 
77  yr  old  British  Union  tdtimwy 
sweep  BILL  HOOD.  Boddnge  accepted!] 


The  last  Comrade  brings  back 
so  man  memories, not  all  un¬ 
pleasant,  of  the  18B  saga.  I 
have  written  to  Dougy  Hurd 
simply  asking  for  an  explan¬ 
ation  of  the  crimes  which 
justified  my  detention  for  18 
months  in  the  squalor  of  4 
prisons  (including  Armley 
where  I  was  forgotten  for  48 
hours  whilst  they  decided 
whether  I  was  a  Nazi  spy, 
criminal  saboteur  or  a  remand 
prisoner! 

Owing  to  the  media  smother,  I 
am  often  asked  "Who  was 
Moe ley?". Perhaps  a  potted  ed¬ 
ition  of  "My  Life"  would  be 
be  enlightening  to  some 


Reading  the  article  on  Mason's 
escape  brought  back  memories ' 
of  the  old  days. I  belonged  to 
the  Brixton  Branch  and  used  to 
sell  Action  on  the  streets 
calling  out  "The  Only  British 
Paper."  I  also  made  tea  etc. 
Seeing  Harry  Whitbread's  pic¬ 
ture  took  me  back  bo  some  of 
my  happiest  days. 

When  Brixton  Branch  was  raid¬ 
ed  [1940]  1  went  as  usual  to 
find  the  police  arresting 
most  of  our  members. I  was  let 
off  as  being  'only  the  tea 
lady', so  I  welted  outside  to 
warn  latecomers  and  I  hope  I 
I  saved  a  lot  of  members  being 
put  away, including  my  husband. 
In  those  days  I  was  very  loyal 
to  my  country  and  its  people. 
Poverty  and  hardship  were 
prevalent  and  no  handouts  of 
money  as  now  and  I  would  have 
done  anything  to  keep  the 
peace. 

Now  1  feel  1  am  still  loyal 
to  my  country, but  people  are 
selfish, wanting  material 

things  all  at  once  and  apart 
from  giving  money  to  charities 
mostly  launched  from  TV,  they 
do  not  help  one  another, and 
families  are  not  together  so 
much* 

I  feel  less  inclined  to  give 
my  all  to  help  them  these 


J>ritish  TLTi 


J  SWEEP  I 

iThe 'Trade'/ 
f  Card  Bill  *■ 
gave  a  comradi 
TYork  Camp  \ 
pi941.He  has, 
L  probably  4 
7  forgotten! ; 


As  we  go  to  press  we  regret  to 
report  the  death  of  REC  RACE  who 
was  Irltlsh  Union  A/D. Leader, 
Epplng. 

Brother-in-law  of  our  own  Ron 
Crisp.  Reg.who  wes  76, served  in 
R.A.  during  the  war  and  after¬ 
wards  was  active  in  earl/  days 
of  Union  Moveaent.  In  latter 
years  he  lived  In  Wiltshire. 


mmemoration  Dinner 


Saturday,  19th  November,  1988 


Published  for  Friends  of  O.M, 
by  John  Christian 
101, Orwell  Court, 
Pownall  Road, London, E8  4PP 


(Our  old  friend  did  not  mmage  to 
sane  Harry  Uhitbread  from  18  norths 
detention! 1  Ed. 


Voliitary  Bwirw  and  after 
the  outbreak  of  war  com¬ 
pleted  hi  a  operational 
training  with  106  Squadron. 
Posted  to  to  the  83  Hampden 
Squadron  ac  UDampton.uincs, 
In  August  1940  he  was  vith- 
three  days  flying  over 
Europe  on  his  first  operat¬ 
ion. 

Ten  days  later,  after 
boobing  a  Luftwaffe  aerod- 


COMRADE 


"The  Spirit  Lives. .  .The  Rest  Will  Rollout 


IN  EARLY  OCTOBER  an  article  by  COLIN  THOMAS  headlined  "The  black  days  of  Mosley's 


red  In  Blackburn's  “Lancashire  Eveni 


then  In 


In  their  October  IB  issue.  We  reprint  fE.v“n.'?a  filopropn  writer  Colin  Thomas  described 

- *- -  I  the  followers  of  Sir  Oswald  Moslay  as  the  football 

It  reduced  for  Interest  Of  our  readers  I  hooligans  of  tha  1930s".  But  former  Blackshirt  JOHN 

I WAR8URTON  svs  nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
I  truth  ... 


H  British  Union  ^ 
Z1  ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


BANGS  Lt. Jack  P.L. t 


H. Sussex  Begt  (attached 
Gloucester*) i  Age  20: 
Killed  inaction  3  Nov. 
1944:Burled  Goal  War 


RAF  VR:  63  Spin:  killed 
In  action  In  Berlin  op¬ 
eration  IS  Novester  1940 
Age  24:  nwnrrf-wrsil  an 
Asvtyoade  Air  Faroe 
Neoorial  -Mooter  Croydon 


SniJBS  W/0  John  Bi 
RAF  VR:511  Sqdn:  Killed 
lnaps.30NovoRter  1943. 
Age  26:  Romnafcerod  on 

Runnymode  Air  Farce 
Honor Lai:  British  Union 
speaker  andene  of  three 
pqpils  of  Leyton  County 
High  School  joined 

Loytonstone  Branch  known 
to  have  baen  killed  la 
Services  in  Marld 

Mu  11. 

LIMB  Pte  W.F: 

REME;  Killed  In  action 
27  October  1944, France: 
Bmsnbered  on  Services 
Manorial , Norwood  Cemet¬ 
ery,  Lanbeth:  Henbercf 
Norwood  Branch  British 
Union. 

MBITS  Lt. Albert  El 


Ronnie  Bucknell 


had  also  flown  over  -the 


crashed  landing  at  MAHHAM 
without  Injuries. 

Two  weeks  later,  shortly 
after  the  RAF  and  Squadron's 
Sergeant  Hannah  -  one  of 
his  oonteeporarles  -  von  the 


return  to  base  fro*  a  bob- 
Ing  mission  as  the  hydraul¬ 
ic  system  had  been  damaged 
by  Flak  and  the  winq  bombs 
were  still  on. 

Within  three  weeks  he  was 


V.C.,  he  and  his  crewraates  piloting  a  Hampden  on  daily 
had  to  parachute  out  on  operations  until  the  night 


of  14/15  November,  Just 
three  weeks  after  his 

baptism  of  fire. 

Cki  that  nlrfit,  with  one 
other  aircraft, he  vss  dioe- 
en  for  a  spar  la  1  mission  - 
his  21st  operation,  10th  as 
■Must. 


•a 

I  tbt 

Imprisoned  mcm4 day  often  war 

Y  ora  n<  Df/Mtku  BUchsbut  cm 
■sgiei  la  km  Ml  **de  la  tha  uac  iimtA.  S  ytar^U 
”  "~k«  writes,  will  Cwcy  IfkIim  aiaa  io  tea  F\rat 


oun 


brotherhood 


of  Blackshirts 


AS  one  of  that  dwindling  band 
of  1930i  young  Blackshlrti  (till 
olive  able  to  defend  the  honour 
of  former  comrades,  and  a 
Lancashire  lad  to  boot  I  take 
great  exception  lo  the  alleri- 
Uon  In  your  recent  story  by 
Colin  Thomas  of  Blackshirt 
bands  running  wild  In  the 
streets,  their  thuggery  analo- 
gtnng  them  with  today's  foot¬ 
ball  hooligrnr 


Mosley's  followers  were 
'law-abiding  to  a  fault' 

whan  Uiry  Ibuftit.  It  «ai  lo  apkald  (tea  A  notorious  rut  wsa  that  of  Wlaatea 
law  and  their  I  eft  I  r1|hu  of  ft**  Churchill,  In  his  own  constituency  ol 
•pMth  under  ituck  from  Moscow-  DvndM.  who.  In  ■  wkctltkiir  after  an 
directed  Commanlat  boo  It  fa  iu  They  operation,  tried  U  addr-ru  a  1.000 
were  mare  akin  »o  "football  bool  lean*"  crowd  at  tee  towa'a  Drill  Hall  durtn< 
If  you  ottb  u>  analoclM  an  election  Tb«  nteotinc  had  to  be 

Hr#  Obey  tee  Uw  nwtll  we  can  e hoodooed  in  disorder  He  was  enable 
rfcaM#  IT  was  Heater's  meeaafe .  and  to  pet  hit  rate  at  open  meetmci 
hla  Blorkshtrte  Ur«ely  fulfilled  hie  throughout  tee  election.  which  he  tost 
Jen*  Th-  -w*  Uw-aWdtnr  to  e  (holt  With  lie*#  mtibmdr.  the  ^oetn»-«vl«U 
Mr  l  i  #ni*6  eecapteoee  of  Musi  ay's  In  ItC  Irtod  to  dmett  Manty  i  new 


tersely  wwiN  Inspired,"  sod  re¬ 
fect  tec  myth  aa  far  Cram  rrftoruai 
accurately  tea  atete  af  affair*- 
It  com  aa  to  atete  that  to#  Black 
sbtrte  had  "been  steadily  ulaiut 
fmend  to  many  parte  of  Uil  Undue 
aed  has  atrea«  support  ie  inch 
d Utricle  es  Sicpaey,  thorodilch. 
Bethnal  Green.  Harkncy  and  Bow"  Mr 
‘Thotooa  should  oeatinuc  kit  reaaarth 
In  hit  Anal  fliai  Mr  Thomas  corr¬ 
ectly  asserts  teat  dunn<  the  War 
M oaley  end  “bit  yoonc  folluwrrt-  were 
imprisoned  Trw.  to*  be  ceoM  baa* 
added  "without  charts  or  trial"  la  a 
tend  In  which  n  hod  pceaemnly  been 
Kter’rd  ‘Ad  “ft  y«r  util  Ik 
tobaa  or  impneaetd  -  unless  by  Uw 
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our  fingers  crossed'  that  one  would  not  fall 


lorries  above  our  heads .  and  ke< 


After  a  month  in  the 
cells  without  exer¬ 
cise  I  was  released 
and  pleased  to  find  that 
I  was  placed  in  a  house 
with  several  comrades  I 
was  with  at  Huyton  Camp, 
Whitbread,  Danny.  Gill, 
Dick  Wynne  and  Ambrose. 
Opposite,  as  if  to 
warn  me, were  the  cells 
of  the  Amy  guard  hut. 

I  settled  in  quitely 
for  a  few  weeks  but  un¬ 
like  other  detainees  I 
was  not  allowed  out  to 
work  so  life  became  a 
a  little  dull. 

So  I  decided  to  have 
another  escape. 

Others  thought  of  escape 
Including  former  Labour  M.P. 
John  Beckett  w*x>  had  started 
the  short-lived  National 
Socialist  League  with  William 
Joyce  after  Mosley  had  ex¬ 
pelled  him  in  1937.  With  Joe 
Vfalker,  an  IRA  nan, he  aimed 
to  get  away  in  one  of  the 
Irish  fishing  boats  that  came 
into  Peel. He  claimed  his  wife 
was  a  contact  and  that  plans 
were  going  well  but  for  some 
reason  he  called  it  off. 

Our  house  held  an  escape 
meeting  and  decided  that  a 
tunnel  should  be  dug  from  it 
running  under  the  pavement 
road  and  coming  up  at  the  side 
of  the  detention  cells.  Joe 
Walker, yearning  to  get  back 
home  in  Co. Clare,  was  put  in 
charge  of  planning .We  did  not 
agree  with  his  IRA  activities 
but  I  found  him  a  fine 
individual.  His  real  name  was 
Fleming  and  all  his  family 
were  in  the  IRA. 

First  requirement  was  a 
saw  which  we  obtained  from  a 
cairp  maintenance  man.  After¬ 
lights  out  one  night  we  cut  a 
trapdoor  in  the  front  room 
floor, carefully  replacing  the 
loose  piece  of  floor  covering. 


ROM  CAM 


Perhaps  it  had  never  Deen  usea . 

the  first  tunnel  to  freedom  to  be  built 
so  painstaking] y  in  a  camp  in  Britain’ 


iLICE  in  the  Isle  of  \ 
were  last  night  hunting  tt: 

who  earlier  in  the  j 
ped  from  a  Fascist  in* 
it  camp  at  Peel. 

,11  the  ordinary  travel  route] 
island  are  guarded.  CJ 
chers  and  lishlhuuseinen 
n  warned  that  the  men  may 
leave  the  island  by  stealin 
ill  boat.  , 

t  is  not  known 
1,1  the  camp — 


WE  left  ARTHUR  MASON .  one-t1«e  British  Union 
District  Leader  Llaehouse,  serving  a  month's 
hard  labour  In  Isle  of  Man  Jail  after  recapture 
In  London  following  escape  from  Huyton  Concent- 
He  continues  his  story  -  of  his  second  escape 
-  from  Peverll  Concentration  Camp,  Isle  of  Man, 
told  for  the  first  time. 


the  locked  room  in  our  house. 
Each  house  had  one  such  room 
for  the  storage  of  their 
furniture  when  the  Government 
took  over  the  property . 
Hie  lock  provided  little 
problem  and  there  was  a  sight 
to  delight  our  hearts  — 
wooden  bedsteads! 

With  silent  apologies  to 
the  owners  -  the  politicians 
who  had  put  us  here  without  a 
charge  made  against  us  -  we 
brake  off  the  2x2  inch  side 
pieces,  cut  them  in  3  and  2 
foot  lengths,  and  placed  them 
every  3  feet  in  the  tunnel  in 
case  of  a  cave-in. 

Digging  at  night  now  be¬ 
came  impossible  as  with 
'lights  out'  so  did  our  ex¬ 
tension  light.  Candles  burnt 
up  the  air  making  it  inposs¬ 
ible  to  breathe,  so  digging 
had  to  be  kept  to  daylight 
when  there  was  more  risk  of 
getting  caught.  We  persevered 
making  slow  progress,  real¬ 
ising  we  were  under  the  road 
by  the  noise  of  lorries  above 
our  heads, and  keeping  'our 
fingers  crossed'  that  one 
would  not  fall  through  on  top 
of  the  digger. 


No  charge,  no  trial  -  Just  a  Concentration  Camp  if 
you  believed  that  Britons  should  fight  for  Britain 

Isle  of  Man 


enly  In  1940.  This  one  Mooragh  Cai 


placed  on  bop.  Several  times 
the  guards  made  sudden  in- 
pections  and  we  had  sene 
narrow  escapes .  The  digger 
had  to  get  out  quick,  but  if 
that  was  inpossible  vn 
hurriedly  got  someone  from 
another  house  to  answer  his 
name. 


for  inspection  at  odd  hours 
so  we  appointed  1  look-outs ' 
around  the  houses  to  prevent 
being  caught  unawares.  The 
downward  dig  started  with  a 
piece  of  flat  iron,  placing 
the  dirt  in  two  sacks  which 
were  then  taken  to  a  small 
garden  at  the  rear  of  the 
house.  We  knew  this  would 
raise  the  height  of  the  gard¬ 
en  but  believed  it  would  not 
be  noticed.  Only  one  man 
could  work  at  a  time  and 
after  a  few  weeks  we  were 
able  to  relax  a  little 
as  the  trapdoor  could  be  shut 
with  'Lino'  and  a  chair 


It  was  about  10  feet  down 
to  the  level  of  the  start  of 
the  tunnel  and  we  had  to  lie 
on  our  stomach  or  back,  dig 
enough  to  place  in  a  sack, and 
back  out  dragging  it  behind. 
On  reaching  the  entrance,  a 
light  tap  on  the  door  would 
prompt  the  person  sitting  on 
the  chair  on  top.  He  would 
check  around,  open  the  trap¬ 
door,  take  the  sack  and  re¬ 
place  the  door.  At  first  we 
only  had  a  candle  or  torch 
but  later  obtained  an  extens¬ 
ion  wire  and  fixed  up  a  perm¬ 
anent  light. Progress  was  slow 
but  the  garden  was  noticeably 
higher.  It  caused  a  few 
consents  from  those  not 
involved  but  fortunately  it 
was  not  noticed  by  the 
guards. 

On  reaching  about  7  feet 
outwards  it  became  obvious 
that  it  was  unsafe  unless  we 
could  shore  it  up,  but  to  get 
timber  was  a  problem. 

We  decided  to  investigate 


One  day  I  became  overcome 
with  dizziness  and  had  to  get 
out.  It  was  found  I  had  been 
digging  on  top  of  the  street 
sewer.  It  was  three  days  of 
sickness  and  headaches  before 
I  could  return  to  the  tunnel, 
the  Bewier  having  been  sealed 
off  with  more  soil  and  the 
trapdoor  left  open  every 
night.  On  some  occasions  we 
had  to  clear  the  air  by  fann¬ 
ing  air  down  with  a  blanket. 
No  wonder  some  of  our  visit¬ 
ing  comrades  thought  the  air 
in  our  house  was  not  to  their 
liking!  »  5 


Mason's  tunnel  showing  the  electric  light  cable  and 
shored-up  walls 


October/Noventer  1988 

i  — The  Tunnel 


Mason's  sketched 
'escape*  map 


It  was  a  day  in  August 
1941  that  we  reached  the 
other  side  of  the  road.  By 
guess  work  we  knew  we  would 
have  to  go  slightly  upwards 
as  the  guard  house  was  on  a 
higher  level  than  our  side  of 
the  road.  We  dug  for  another 
two  weeks, guessed  we  ware 
about  there,  and  Joe  Walker 
was  chosen  to  go  dcwn  the 

tunnel  and  stick  a  stair  rod  - 
also  stolen  from  the  locked 
room  -  upwards. 

With  bated  breath  we 
watched  from  the  house,  and 
Hey  presto, there  it  was, right 
where  we  wanted  it,  between 
building  and  feiice. 

But  not  for  long.  A  signal 
from  our  man  at  the  trap¬ 
door, a  bang  on  the  door, and 


wm m 


The  ten-foot  drop  Into  the  tunnel  past  the  cut 


ground  floor  joists 


A  guardhouse  and  barbed  wire  did  not  a  prison  make 
for  Arthur  Mason  in  1941,  He  'moled'  his  way  out 

to  lay  up  for  the  day.  again  but  this  time  over  the 

- ju  i -  fields,  finally  entering  the 

10.00— Out _ blacked -out  *-own  where  Barry 

An  old  building  across  the  obtained  mare  beer, making  for 

road  from  a  farmhouse  seemed  the  beach  where  we  sat  tight 

a  likely  place  and  we  until  most  people  had  gone 

made  for  it.  We  found  it  heme. 
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out,  he  was  to  replace  the 
tray  which  was  to  be  held  in 
position  by  prepared  wooden 
stakes. 

It  was  decided  we  should 
rest,  get  extra  sleep,  and 
prepare  ourselves  to  break  on 
September  22nd,  and  on  that 
night, after  roll  call  and  a 
meal ,  we  gathered  in  our 
house  at  11pm, armed  with  a 
Scout  conpass  and  about  £20 
sewn  in  the  lining  of 
ray  jacket,  we  said  our  fare¬ 
wells,  pulled  up  the  trap¬ 
door,  and  entered  the  tunnel. 

Breakthrough 

I  cannot  remember  who  vraa 
the  first  to  lift  the  sod  ami 
put  their  heao  into  the  nigi  c 
air  with  its  beckoning  smell 
of  freedom  and  pass  back  the 
all  clear,  but  all  the  six  of 
us  got  out  easily.  The  sod 
was  put  back  by  those 
left  behind,  as  others  in  due 
course  had  plans  to  escape. 

Our  destination  was  Glen 
Hoye,  a  little  cove  we  had 
noticed  on  walks  under  milit¬ 
ary  escort,  and  where  our  de¬ 
tainees  intelligence  service 
had  told  us  of  an  available 
boat. 

We  arrived  without  inci¬ 
dent,  found  the  boat  locked, 
and  had  to  force  an  entrance. 
Although  we  worked  silently, a 
dog  started  to  bark  and  we 
heard  approaching  voices  so 
we  all  moved  away  -  Walker, 
Barry  and  I  to  the  cliff  face 
and  the  other  three  along  the 
rocks.  The  dog  was  running 
along  the  beach  towards  us, 
stopping  about  six  feet  away 
from  us  pressed  against  the 
cliff  and  we  heard  the  shout 


British  political  prisoners.  Mosley's  men  returning 
from  outside  work  to  Peverll  Concentration  Camp 


®The  night  was  foggy 
and  the  sirens  were  work¬ 
ing  overtime-  Neither  of 
us  h»3  ouch  experience  of 
rowing....” 

Arthur  Mason  continues 
his  story  in  the  next 
full  issue  of  COMRADE. 


of  "find  them*.  After  what 
seemed  ages,  with  "I'm  sure  I 
heard  someone* ,  they  moved 
off.  They  were  two  coast¬ 
guards  and  they  returned  to 
their  hut  on  the  top  of  the 
cliff. 

There  was  no  trace  of  the 
others  so  after  waiting  for 
some  time  we  made  for 
Castletown  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Island,  keeping  to  the 
road  with  which  we  were  fam¬ 
iliar  from  the  map  we  carried 
and  which  had  been  well  stud¬ 
ied  the  previous  week.  We 
dived  for  cover  several  times 
from  car  headlights,  and  with 
the  approaching  daylight 
started  to  look  for  a  place 


We  then  approached  the 
quay  where  there  were  a  num¬ 
ber  of  boats  but  found  them 
all  imnobilised  by  missing 
spark  plugs.  Hearing  voices 
from  a  Home  Guard  'black-out* 
patrol  we  went  over  the  wall, 
Barry  dropping  his  last 
bottle  of  beer  on  the  rocks 
which  sounded  like  thunder. So 
thought  the  patrol  for  they 
searched  around  with  a  torch 
for  some  time  while  we  kept 
our  heads  dawn. 

After  their  departure  we 
agreed  that  if  we  were  to  get 
away  a  plug  or  oars  had  to  be 
found.  Prowling  around  we 
found  a  boatshed.its  lock 
providing  a  minor  problem 
which  we  solved  in  a  matter 
of  minutes, but  only  finding 
inside  a  couple  of  oars. 

So  it  was  to  be  a  rewing 
trip  to  the  Emerald  Islet 

The  patrol  was  new  some 
distance  away  so  it  was  back 
to  the  boats  where  we  liked 
the  look  of  "Sunbeam*  so  dewn 
we  climbed,  cut  the  holding 
ropes  are!  began  the  long  row. 


Walker  immediately  withdrew 
the  rod,  crawling  out 
of  the  tunnel  shortly  after, 
beaming  all  over  as  his 
thoughts  no  doubt  dwelt  on 
his  early  return  to  Co. Claret 
We  rested  for  a  weak 
before  deciding  the  time 
right  for  the  break,  walker, 
Barry  -  another  IRA  man  -  and 
myself  going  from  our  house 
and  Chris  Schrimer,  an  engin¬ 
eer, and  two  others  whose 
names  I  forget  were  invited 
from  other  houses,  walker  was 
chosen  to  cut  the  sod  of  soil 
that  was  to  lead  to  freedom. 
A  tray  had  been  made  to  hold 
the  sod, and  after  he  had  done 
his  job  and  had  a  quick  look 


ideal  -  a  storehouse  with 
straw  upstairs  where  we 
made  ourselves  comfortable  - 
one  watching  by  an  open  win¬ 
dow  while  the  other  two  slept 
for  a  few  hours.  The  farmer 
crossed  the  road, which  became 
busy  with  army  and  civilian 
vehicles,  several  times  but 
fortunately  did  >ot  enter  the 
building. 

later  we  sent  Barry,  who 
being  short  and  with  a  weath¬ 
ered  face  looked  like  a  Manx¬ 
man,  into  Castletown  to  find 
food.  He  returned  some  hours 
later  with  just  two  bottles 
of  beer  and  no  food,  and  we 
were  not  amused. 

Came  dusk  and  off  we  were 
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The  Degenerate  Hype  <s.  The  Epic  Generation 

IN  Deoentoer  1980, tvo  Englishmen, orlqinal  ly  hailed  as  great  rebels, were  cremated 
abroad  after  sudden  deaths.  The  elder  statesman,who  passed  away  peacefully  near 
Par  is,  was  venomously  dismissed  as  "forgotten,  feared  and  hated”  by  newspapers  who 
refused  to  publish  corrections  of  their  most  blatent  falsehoods.  The  young  song¬ 
writer,  murdered  in  New  York, was  honoured  by  heads  of  state, and  "millions  of 
people  world-wide". 

Shortly  after,  ROBERT  STANTON,  in  the  Christian  antl-oonnunist  magazine  OPEN 
EYE,  analysed  the  differences  between  the  media -manufactured  "public  imaqes"  of 
OSWALD  MOSLEY  and  JOHN  LENNON  as  an  exanple  of  how  the  media-nen  decide 
what  should  be  given  to  us  and  what  shall  be  withe  Id.  How  they  shape  the  public 
mind  as  the  potter  shapes  the  clay.  The  opinion-makers  are!  myth-makers  of  the 
age. 


i  ted  l 


Man 


6Rw  Robert 
°  °y  Stanton 

The  Erne 


♦  4  •  c 
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cow*wt«4  a 
r*conrj  program  which 
belonged  to  our  British 
"socialist  Imperialist* 
tradition  but  found  obvious 
continental  parallels  at 
that  turbulent  period.  He 
faced  tbs  antagonism  of 
certs 1 n  interests  nsd  tbs 
party  machines  by  contending 
that  tbs  lasting  solution 
to  the  fundenental  export 
problems  recurrently 
disturbing  these  islands  mss 
to  change  froa  the  trading 
system  of  international 
finance  to  e  new  one  which 
developed  the  Empire  as  a 
self  costelaed  uelt.  He  elso 
argued  that  the  beet  answer 
to  lsternel  conflicts  was  sn 
improved  version  of  the 


widely  admired  Italian 
corporatism,  based  regularly 
on  public  votes.  He  told 
Beaverbrook  that  be  bad 
decided  to  lead  a  new 
national  movement  from  the 
ground-floor  partly  to 
forestall  the  emergence  of  a 
"worse  kind  of  lunatic." 

Mosley  deliberately 
formed  a  political 
"Salvation  Army*  which  would 
run  sway  neither  from 
efficient  government  nor 
from  Moscow-directed 
intimidation  is  the  economic 
Doomsday  which  assy  experts 
then  considered  laalnent. 
Organising  stewards  In  black 
skirts  proved  no  deterrent 
to  recruitment,  which 
accelerated  so  rapidly  that 
the  outnumbered  Communist 
Party  clearly  felt  a  full- 
scale  and  well-armed 
counter-offensive  was 
overdue;  Hence  the  Olympia 
legend.  Mosley  was  the 
target  not  the  initiator  of 
violence,  but  wit  denounced 
as  an  *eneny  of  free  speech* 
while  being  Increasingly 
denied  the  use  of  town  balls 
throughout  the  country- 
al though  In  1939  at  Earl's 
Court  13,000  people  quietly 
beard  bln  denand  both  the 
complete  re-armaoent  of 
Britain  and  peaceful  co- 
existence  with  Germany. _ 

Banned  by  BBC  and 


Mosley  lost  the  press 
backing  from  Lord  Rothermere 
through  advertising 
blackmail  and  his  own  party 
papers  encountered  retail 
boycotts.  The  BBC  totally 
banned  him  for  three 
decades,  is  his  vociferous 
detrsetors  had  readier 
access  to  mass-media  and 
meeting  plnces.  it  was  not 
difficult  to  prejudice  the 
electorate  against  him. 
Portrayed  initially  ns  the 
outstanding  orator  who  was  a 
bit  too  clever  and 
unfashlonably  ultra- 
patriotic  for  our  easy-going 
party-political  bumbledom, 
he  was  subsequently  smeared 
as  the  craxy  traitor,  who 
somehow  expected  to  become  a 
despot  for  life,  by  much 
criminal  antics  ss  beating 
up  instead  of  converting  bis 
audiences,  launching 
pogroms,  pitching  his 

followers  against  the  forces 
of  tbs  crown,  and  finally 
aiding  a  foreign  Invasion  mo 
be  could  be  installed  as 
Gauleiter.  This  defamatory 


drivel,  completely 

coatrldlcted  by  his  policies 
and  character,  reappeared 
with  unprecedented 

vindictiveness  while  bis 
beiaaved  family  were  still 
la  mourning 

Mosley  had  long  urged 
modernisation  of  the  air  and 
coastal  defences  of  his 
native  land,  and  he  pledged 
himself  and  hie  supporters 
to  be  available  to 
government  by  resisting  any 
enemy  Invasion  in  complete 
loyalty  to  tbelr  Clag. 

OS  pressure  jailed 
Mosley? 


Socialist  politician 
Herbert  Morrison 
nevertheless  tried  to 
prevent  a  postwar  comeback 
by  advlslagedltore  to  ignore 
Mosley  altoeetber.  Generally 
tbs  prase  settled  for  the 
tactic  of  disregarding 
anything  ha  said  or  wrote, 
while  reporting  any  fracas 
at  his  public  appearances, 
soon  to  include  huge  aid 
orderly  meetings  in 
Trafalgar  Square,  as  If  be  - 
and  not  his  opponents  -  ware 
responsible.  Mosley 
advocated  the  *  extension  of 
patriotism*  to  create  a  new 
self-supporting  economy  that 
united  the  former  Dominions 
(including  Southern  Africa  ) 
with  Vestarn  Europe 
(lscludlag  the  Uaited 
Kingdom.)  Long  before  Powell 
appeared  ’foaming  with 
blood*,  Mosley  warned 
against  the  compulsor 


transformation  of  our 
overcrowded  nation  into  a 
* nul t !-cul tural*  society  and 
led  the  exposure  of 
Rachsanlsn  with  a  ‘votes  not 
violence*  election 
propaganda  in  Hotting  Hill. 
Ha  put  forward  original 
schemes  inter  alia  to  end 
starvation  froa  Jamaica  to 
Bangladesh  and  to  induce  the 
Soviets  to  accept  gradual 
multilateral  disarmament 
through  Inspection.  The 
media  excluded  them. 

The  Mosley  Legacy 

Left  for  posterity 
however  ere  bis  well-wri ttea 
books  and  articles  and  oawer 
generations  can  Judge  for 
themselves  wether  his  ideas 
could  still  help  Britain. 
How  many  Christians  are 
aware,  for  example,  that  he 
vigorously  defended  the 
existence  of  God  and  the 
lnmortallty  of  the  soul 
against  dalectlcal 
materialism  In  *T1»» 
Alternative* .  and  attempted 
an  evolutionary  explanation 
of  the  ‘problen  of  evil*  In 
“Vagner  and  Shaw*  and  other 
remarkable  works? 

Most  controversies 
surrounding  •  Britain's 
'Caesar',  including  bis 
alleged  exploitation  of 
racial  prejudice.  were 
factually  discussed  in  tbe 


Macmillan,  19810  by 

Professor  Eflbfizi _ Shldclshy. 

whose  reputed  role  as  Mark 
Anthony  Is  certainly  sore 
honourable  then  tbe  Brutus 
posture  of  Professor  AJP 
Taylor.  Mosley  himself 
answered  1  miscellaneous 

abuse'  and  optimistically 
explained  bts  modern 
proposals  on  economics, 
politics  end  defence  In 


Church! 1 1 . 

•  The  aedl  a -as  ay  factored  'public' 
tease*  of  JOHM  LEMN0M  -  'Tbe 
Oeqeaerate  Hype'  will  appear  la  a 
future  Issue. 
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Dreams 
that  don’t 
Grow  Old 


British  Union  ari Union 
Movement  were  the  last 
great  attempts  of 
British  Manhood  and 
Womanhood  to  halt 
Britain's  Stuka-style 
nosedive  to  decadence. 

Alone  of  all  political 
parties,  they  stood  for  a 
Union  of  the  British  that 
was  total.  Their  policies 
united  farm  and  factory, 
young  and  old,  wage-earner 
and  pensioner  ,enployed  and 
unemployed.  They  brought  to- 
ether  the  interests  of 
Capital  and  labour, j>roducer 
and  consumer,  all  classes 
and  all  parts  of  the  . 
country.  There  would  be  a 
place  for  all  the  British 
in  the  new  world  of  the 
Modem  Movement  and  none 
would  dominate  the  other. 


THOUGHTS  THAT 

zm£ 


A  Column 
of 

Forward 
Looking 
personal 
viewB  on 
Mosley 
Thougnt 


Old  photos  show  be- 
medalled  ex -Officers  from 
the  Shires  marching  beside 
young  industrial  workers  in 
comfortable  comradeship. 

How  perfect  was  the  name 
British  Union.  though  it 
arrived  by  chance.  Origin¬ 
ally  the  Union  of  all 
British  Fascists,only  later 
in  conveniently  shortened 
form  did  it  come  to  mean 
the  Union  of  all  the 
British. 

Today, when  the  labour 
Party  seeks  to  advance  one 
section  of  society  by 
dragging  down  another,  or 
when  Tory  budgets  reward 


the  already 
expense  of 
hardship 
struggling 


wealthy  at  the 
even  greater 
for  those 
on  shoestring 


incomes, we  remember  why  the 
half-a-million*  of  the 
British  who  joined  Mosley 
have  nothing  to  be  ashamed 
of. 

Their  example  is  the 


Blackshirt  legacy  to  fuhrp> 

generations 

Mio,  as  a 

result,  may 

one  day  walk 

“in  a  world 

of  infinite 

beauty  that 

wo  will  never 

know.- 

•  Horn-  Office  file  Ho. 283/13 
Public  Record  Office 


And  some  take  a  little  longer 


And  Margaret 
made  Man  in 
her  Own  Image 

In  a  Blind  World  the  One- 
Eyed  Man  is  King.  That 
surely  is  the  reason  far 
Ms  .Thatcher 1  s  ’  success 1 : 
the  best  of  a  mediocre 
bunch  with  limited 
vision.  She  represents 
a  particular  thread 
amongst  the  British: 
tough-minded  and  strong 
on  principles  maybe  but 
reluctant  to  take  truly 
great  steps. 

Cbmnitted  to  Europe,  she 
retreats  from  real  union. 
Mindful  of  the  nightmares 
of  nultiracism,she  does 
nothing.  But  perhaps  her 
greatest  limitation  is  the 
belief  that  everyone  else 
is  made  much  like  her.Or  if 
not,  a  few  new  laws  will 
make  sure  they  soon  are. 

But  not  everybody  can  be 
self -employed  or  wants  to 
chase  round  the  country  on 
bicycles  for  dubious  new 
jabs  in  distant  towns. 


If  you  start  from  a 
false  presumption  it 
is  clear  you  will  al¬ 
most  certainly  come  to  a 
false  conclusion. 

I  cannot  agree  that 
the  established  British 
politicians  of  this 
century  were  necessarily 
either  knaves  or  fools. 
Of  course, if  you  regard 
the  result  of  their  eff¬ 
orts  a  crime, then  they 
were  criminals,  but  if 
so,  I  would  say  un¬ 
wittingly.  Politics 

does  not  take  place  in  a 
vacuum  and  most  politic¬ 
ians  are  concerned  only 
with  day  to  day  events 
and  take  a  short  term 
view.  Only  very  few 
'Statesmen'  with  an  eye 
for  long  term  trends  are 
bam  in  any  country  in 
one  generation. 

The  problems  of 
_ empire _ 

The  origin  of  the  British 
Hip  ire  was  a  combination  of 
fortunate  circuactances  and 
the  will  to  grab  the  initia¬ 
ls  in  favourable  weather 
and  it  maintained  its  posit¬ 
ion  for  almost  a  century* 

The  misfortunes  of  this 
century  were  more  a  result 
of  basic  nritish  weakness 
than  any  evil  intent. 

With  a  population  of  only 
40  odd  million  she  could  not 


By  ARTHUR  1Y1ARS0N 


Intrigued  by  GORDON  BBCKWEU/s  column 
r-eviea  of  Jeffrey  Hansv's  " The  Evil 
Good  Men  Do",  our  contributor  argues 
an  alternative  analysis  of  the  polit¬ 
ical  and  economic  disasters  of  the 
last  hundred  years. 


hope  to  control  ten  times 
that  number  in  the  long 
term. 

In  the  first  quarter  of 
the  19th  century  she  was  in 
a  not  refutable  favourable 
position,  she  had  won  a 
series  of  wars  with  Franc* 
and  got  rid  of  her  nost 
dangerous  rival.  Poses sing 
an  industrial  capacity  far 
in  advance  of  any  other  at 
that  time,  she  had  a  corrni- 
ercial  trading  class  who 
knew  how  to  make  an  honest 
quid  and  the  biggest  and 
most  effective  Navy.  Kith 
these  advantages  and  a  bit 
of  sense  in  government  she 
couldn't  help  but  be  a 
success. 


difficult  to  arrive  at  a 
commonly  acceptable  solution 
to  the  problems  of  empire, 
which  were  in  fact  problems 
of  power, and  which  still  re¬ 
main,  empire  or  not. 

Problems  of  pover 

Appraising  the  situation  in 
the  1890s, the  Foreign  Office 
concluded  that  Britain  had 
two  dangerous  rivals, Germany 
and  America, which  was  prob¬ 
ably  oorrect.  They  then  re¬ 
turned  to  the  old  theory  of 
balance  of  power  which  had 
served  well  in  the  past,  and 
decided  the  solution  was  to 
do  a  deal  with  one  lot  and 
beat  up  the  other.  Unfortun¬ 
ately  they  chose  the  wrong 


Was  Mosley  right  when  he 
said,  the  evening  before  he 
died,  that  Mrs. Thatcher 
might  be  popular  because 
the  British  like  being 
nagged  by  their  wives? 


■Churchill  I  would 
regard  as  'criminal'" 


been  a  hard  sell  to  the  el¬ 
ectorate.  Many  British  fam¬ 
ilies  had  personal  connect¬ 
ions  with  the  USA, and  to  the 
man  in  the  street  Germany 
was  much  nearer, had  a  power¬ 
ful  fleet, a  sabre-rattl  ing 
Kaiser, and  appeared  to  be 


Most  historians  place  the 
peak  of  British  power  in  the 
1880s.  Certainly  by  the  end 
of  the  century  the  tide  had 
turned.  Other  powers  had 
caught  up  and  surpassed  us 
Industrially  and  technically 
and  were  rivals  for  world 
power. 

A  further  misfortune  was 
that  Britain  had  developed 
in  the  prosperous  times  two 
idiologies  that  were  totally 
incompatible,  nanely  Imper¬ 
ial  ism  ard  Liberal-Capitalist 
CXsiucracy.  This  nude  it  more 


one. 

From  a  position  of  power, 
it  would  have  been  advisable 
to  team  up  with  the  weaker 
rival  and  jointly  dish  the 
stronger  and  potentially 
more  dangerous  one, moaning  a 
British  German  alliance  ag¬ 
ainst  America.  This  could 
almost  certainly  have 
stopped  America's  rise  to 
world-power  status  and  pre¬ 
served  the  British  Qnpirc 
for  a  further  50  years. 

Hie  objections  to  such  a 
policy  is  that  it  would  have 


the  greater  danger.  The  lib¬ 
eral  element  in  Digland 
favoured  America  because 
they  saw  their  ideas  carried 
there  to  its  logical  con¬ 
clusion. There  were  also  many 
contributory  factors .  The 
British  Royal  Family  had  no 
particular  love  for  their 
German  cousins,  and  the  head 
of  the  Foreign  Office,  Sir 
Eyre  Crowe  was  half-German, 
had  been  to  school  in 
Dusseldorf,and  became  path¬ 
ologically  anti-German.  A 


|1<  Our  Blackshirt 
Dead  . 


GREETINGS 


E  We  Apologise  j 


5«-The  MARSON 
k  Analysis  a 


THANKS 


COMRADE 


on  Tradition's  p« 


October  1938  serving  with 
31  M  Coy  REfTA)  during 
Munich  crisis. 

BUHN  AndysHR:  1914-8:Br .Un. 
1933-40:183  detainee  1940: 
Un.M  1948-76 :On  31.10.1976 
C1AR*  Ernest :RU  County  Prop 
Officer  County  Durham:  In 
October  1937.  ■ 

POPS  C.W'Bill '  i 
S. Croydon  Branch  » 

BO  and  Sydenham  ,  J, 

UM:  At  Sidnouth  J' t&M 
Devon  12  Oct  1984  Wt 


To  LESLIE  WILES  of  Enfield  on 
his  88th  Birthday, 12th  October. 
Possibly  our  oldest  surviving 
old  comrade  he  was  Voluntary 
Accounts  Inspector  at  British 
Union's  Enfield  Branch. 

To  ARTHUR  and  MRS. SHAN  Glouc¬ 
estershire  on  their  GOLDEN 
REDOING  In  October.  One-time 
District  Treasurer  of  British 
Union's  Lowestoft  Branch, 
Arthur  was  Caop  Leader  at  Ascot 
Concentration  Camp  In  1940. 


BILL  LIMB  have  only  recently i 
discovered  In  our  research 
BRITISH  UNION'S  ROLL  Of  HONOUR 


Fmwg  L.L:  W. Lewisham  Br 
British  Onion:  Ex  RAF: 
Age  27:  In  October  1938 
qPWPC  Boraoe: Derby  Br.  BU: 


IT  WAS  GOOD  to  have  your  support 
at  Oick's  Memorial  Service. .. .and 


back  garden  or  similar 
snail  plot  of  ground.  _ 


In  November  1949:  Age  30: 
From  TB  contracted  in 
Walton  Jail  and  Ascot 
Concentration  Carp. 
HimgSUflf  Albert:  In  Octrter 
194B:St.Marylebone  UM: 
HUKSFIELD  Franks  Blackburn 
BU:By  motor  cycle  on  way  to 
meeting  in  Market  Square 
on  11  October  1937: 

Lnc  Bob: Ealing  BU:  18B  de- 
tained:  S  London  UM: 

Cr.  9  October  1975  efter 
long  illness  bravely  bourne: 
UthH  Jade;  Harrow  Br.  and 
former  District  Leader 
1  BU  Newcastle-on-Tyme: 

In  October  1938: 

O'DONBGAM  Rome:  wife  of  old 
comrade  PAT:Cn  27  Nov. 1986 
PACKER  Charlie:  Mayor  of 

Bexley, Kent  1978/9:  Union 
Union  Movement  accountant 


only  expand  at  British  ex¬ 
pense,  and  America  who  were 
always  against  the  closed 
door  policy  in  colonial 
territories.  If  that  had 
happened, Germany  sooner  or 
later  would  have  been  forced 
tc  cheese  between  double- 
crossing  the  Japanese  or  the 
British. 

To  speculate  on  'what 
might  have  BEEN'  is  not  very 
helpful  but  1  merely  wish  to 
point  out  that  one  can  only 
judge  politicians  of  the 
post-war  era  against  this 
background.  The  politicians 
didn't  deliberately  make  the 
the  circumstances. 

Churchill  I  would  regard 
as  'criminal'.  If  David 
Irving's  contention  in  his 
latest  book  on  Churchill  i* 
true,  the  bold  Winston  was 
in  effect  "America's  man  in 
Britain"  -  which  means  he 
actually  committed  the  crime 
of  which  he  accused  Mosley 
and  his  followers  so  unjust¬ 
ly  -  namely  disloyalty  to 
our  country. One  could  almost 


But  Britain's  decline  was 
not  alone  the  fault  of  succ¬ 
essive  governments.  Such 
things  as  bad  industrial  re¬ 
lations,  poor  design  of 
products, failure  to  adopt  to 
changing  market  *x>nditions 


modem  psychiatrist  might 
diagnose  that  lie  didn't  like 
his  teachers  or  that  his 
Gorutui  noUK-'i  didn't  love 
him.  Maybe  these  minor 
factors  played  a  part. 

The  result  was  the  build-up 
of  a  'war-party'  in  England 
and  the  First  world  War.  The 
Germans  were  not  innooent, 
the  Kaiser  being  the  best 
propagandist  the  British 
had.  When  he  made  a  speech 
there  was  more  consternation 
in  Berlin  than  in  London. 

The  'peace'  following  the 
war  was  actually  the  end  of 
British  imperial  power  even 
if  not  insnediately  apparent . 
The  losses  in  money  and  man¬ 
power  were  greater  than 
could  quickly  be  made  good, 
and  Britain  was  totally  in 
debt  to  America. 

All  British  governments  of 
the  1920s  and  30s  were  inept 
crisis  manager 3. They  only 
tried  to  keep  things  runn¬ 
ing, not  having  sufficient 
power  or  manoeuvrability  to 
influence  the  oourse  of 
events.  For  prestige  reasons 
they  kept  trying  but  all  the 
interminable  'disarmament' 
and  'economic'  conferences 
of  tnose  years  were  simply 
bad  theater.  Though  debat¬ 
able, British  Union  policies 
if  adopted  might  have  ‘saved 
the  Ebpire'.  Had  Mosley  got 
to  power  with  the  policy  of 
a  closed  'Commonwealth  Block' 
he  would  have  had  to  find  a 
a  reliable  ally  to  prop  us 
up  against  Japan,  who  could 


failures. 

I  think  the  British  people 
subconsciously  realized  what 
they  never  consciously  ad¬ 
mitted.  That  they  had  lost  a 
war  in  which  they  had  be¬ 
lieved  had  been  won, but 
also  their  place  in  the 
world  as  a  "great  power’  and 
after  generations  of  being 
told  they  were  'top  dogs'  it 
was  probably  expecting  too 
much  of  human  nature  to  ex¬ 
pect  them  to  readjust  to  a 
new  situation  in  a  very 
short  space  of  time. 

This  applies  just  as  much 
to  professional  politicians 
as  to  people  in  general. 
After  all,  wa  are  all  child¬ 
ren  of  our  time  and  even 
politicians  are  more  or  less 
human.  _ 


Action  1939- 
40:Ed.  Union 
1948-  55: 
writer, phil- 
ospher, sold¬ 
ier,  politic- 


f"0K  tne  anonymous  XI 0  Donation 
and  good  wishes  from  London 
University  student. _ 


His  successors  were  mostly 
men  of  mediocre  talent  but 
neither  stupid  or  criminal. 
Many  internal  questions 
could  have  been  better 
handled.  A  different  tax¬ 
ation  policy  could  have 
stimulated  investment  in 
Britain.  Many  other  European 
countries  -  France,  Ho  Hand, 
Italy  -  did  better  eoonomic- 


fOR  CASH: I  terns  relating  to  the 
political  and  personal  life  of 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley.  Also  mater¬ 
ial  on  the  New  Party.  British 
Union  of  Fascists,  and  Union 
Movement.  8ox  C101 


•Patriots:  your  cry  Is  heeded I 
Waroes:  death  was  not  In  vain! 
le  to  your  place  have  succeeded 
Britain  shall  be  oreat  again!* 


Jf-  COMRADE  14  if 

IT  WOULD  APPEAR  that  the  postal 
strike  In  Septeadier  'lost'  a  nuafc- 
«f  those  despatched. Please  send  a 
'Stamped  envelope  fora  further  copy 
staaped  envelope  for  a  further  copy 
If  you  did  not  receive  It. 


ILFORO  BRANCH  BRITISH  UNION: 
Ilford  student  researching 
this  subject  for  his  dissert¬ 
ation  urgently  requires  In¬ 
formation  on  activities  etc 
1932-1940.  80s  MI04 
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(Hope  and  faith  that  the  young  tfill 


our  generation  can  no 


SPECIAL  EDITION 
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the  banner*  u hen 


d  them  9 


THE  ETERNAL  BATTLE 


igtlut  the 
wbtea  at 


OBITUARY 


WITH  SORROW  wc  report  the 
death  from  a  heart  attack 
whilst  boarding  an  aircraft  In 
October,  of  early  British 
Union  aeafcer  FETfR  Ktl.  Pn.O 


of  Reseda.Caltfomla. _ 

Joining  the 
BUf  in  1933 
■hen  only  13  m*'  ** 

he  was  later  FHAa  • 

active  In  .  1 

Windsor  Branch  ^ 

[before  Join-  P*?]  1 

Ing  the  RAf  In  V  w,  - 
1939.  Posted 

overseas  he  ,  v  j 

■as  later  In  — - 3 

active  coehat  against  the 
Japanese  until  demobbed  as 
Flight  Lieutenant  In  1946. 
Some  30  years  ago  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  where  he 
became  an  actor  before  gradu¬ 
ating  In  philosophy. 

Within  weeks  of  the  birth  of 
Coa-ade,  Dr. Peel  made  contact 
■It*  FOR  and  later  contributed 
to  our  motley  The  Han  series. 


and  last  July  we  printed  the 
appeal  he  had  made  to  Home 
Secretary  Douglas  Hurd  for 
Justice  for  Britain's  wartime 
political  prisoners. 

During  a  visit  to  Ingland  In 
the  Spring  he  told  me  of  hit 
Intention  to  return  to  England 
and  spend  the  rest  of 
his  days  fighting  for  her 
survival. 

'Peter  was  an  absolutely 
fearless  man  -  a  "true  Brit*. 
...He  had  great  satisfaction 
In  his  association  with  the 
great  Hosley  and  his  Movement 
In  the  early  years'  writes 
his  widow  Judith  from 
California. 

t  found  him  so, and  In  con¬ 
cluding  this  tribute  I  find 
It  appropriate  to  publish 
words  from  his  first  letter 
to  Comrade  two  years  ago  as 
his  message  to  posterity.  JC 


@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 

.11-.  I'l  WWW 


BURTCNSMAU.F! 


RAF(VR):1S6  Sqdn:  Killed 
in  action  In  Lancaster 
JB640  on  Berlin  operation 
3.1. 1944 :Age  20. one  of 
three  young  meafeers  of 
British  Union's  Brighton 
Branch  known  to  have  died 
In  armed  forces  1939/45. 


By  the  late  PETER 


I  knew  that  Oswald  Mosley  believed  in  British 
patriotism  as  did  I  and  so  many  others  during 
the  war  -  although  I  knew  even  then  that  the  var 
was  unjustified  and  could  only  be  disastrous 
even  in  the  'victory'  which  I  always  thought  was 
inevitable. 

I  tried  to  do  the  best  job  I  could  but  without 
anything  but  a  sense  of  great  European  tragedy.  It  was 
minor  blessing  that  most  of  my  active  combat  was 
against  the  Japanese ....  If  one  thinks  of  treason,  what 
greater  treason  was  there  than  to  hand  over  Europe,  in 
which  I  include  Britain,  to  the  Americans  and  the 
Russians.... 

I  always  cherish  the  thought  that  the  native  English 
epic  is  Beowulf,  and  although  his  great  battle  against 
the  monster  Grendel  was  fought  when  he  was  a  young  man 
it  was  as  an  old  king, 80  years  old, that  he  fought  his 
last  great  battle  and  killed  the  dragon  though  himself 
dying  of  his  wounds.  Certainly  it  is  a  myth  but  it  1s 
an  inspiration  and  a  parable  to  which  we  can  all  commit 
our  lives. 

Best  wishes  to  all  old  comrades  and  with  hope  and 
faith  that  the  young  will  pick  up  the  banners  when  our 
generation  can  no  longer  hold  them. 

The  battle  we  are  in  is  an  eternal  one  and  we  have  no 


ter  honour  than  to  be  qood  soldiers  in  it  to  the 


end  of  our  lives. 


•mem  •  fipur. - 

Omv  mf  four  iMcukln  Rlack- 
airt  bra*,  r*.  b*  mi  later 
Irl t lib  Salon  District  leader 
Hull  East  and  Its  Prospactlvc 
Pari laaoatary  Candidate  as  mall 
as  C pauty  Propaganda  Officer 
for  Tortiblre. 

After  tbo  war. during  «Atcb  be 
was  Iprlimil  wader  th*  Iwf- 
aaoaslBi  Regulation,  Nr  mi 
lovelvad  with  OH  In  tbo  plamm- 
taf  of  blrtbof  Union  Houma  at. 
A  Master  Baker.hr  was  In  later 
jmars  to  ticom  wall  known  for 
bis  activities  la  tbo  Rational 
Council  of  Trade. 

Our  thoughts  go  out  to  Edith 
with  whom  he  celebrated  bis 
Bolden  Wedding  Just  a  few  weeks 


Ms  death. 

I  eiss  him  aasre  than  I  can 

hay-  J.c. 

(Troubled  Tloes  >  Page  4] 


1989 
WE  SOLDIER 

ON 


The  Council  of  Friends 
of  O.M.  and  the  Editor 
af  Comrade  wish  all  our 
loaders  a  Happy  New  Year 
though  saddened  by  the 
space  we  have  had  too  de¬ 
vote  to  the  passing  of 
old  comrades  in  our  rev¬ 
iew  af  the  year. 

For  this  reason  we  have 

doubled  the  size  of  last 

year's  two  page  Special 

Edition  as  we  believe  that 
as  important  as  it  is  to  re¬ 
cord  our  activities,  the 
story  of  a  littleof  the  life 
long  loyalty  and  purpose  of 
those  who  have  died,  with  in 
some  cases  their  awn  poethu- 
words.goes  even  further  to- 
the  fulfilment  of  that  which 
we  who  are  left  have  dedi- 


rWri  ill]  i 


START 


Thanks  to  the  catalystic 
nature  of  OOHRABE,  a  groat 
deal  of  research  about  the 
life  and  times  of  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  is  now  in 
operation. 

The  groundwork  far  this 
revisionist  interest  was 
laid  in  1968  with  the 
publication  of  his  MY  LIFE 
aid  the  subsequent  OSWALD 
H3SU3f  by  Robert  Ski  del  sky 
in  1975.  Many  questions  of 
historical  inportance 
however  still  remain. 

Mso  were  the  aemtiers  af  the 


Must  HUP  branches  ourchod 


to  the  fourth  Albert  Hall 


did  the  Isle  of  Man 


These  could  be  dismissed  a? 
trivia  but  the  modern  histor¬ 
ian  sees  such  questions  as 
vital  to  a  fuller  understand¬ 
ing  of  Mosley  and  the  infra¬ 
structure  of  his  Movement. 

Wkere  are  they  going  to  get 
the  answers  ?  Beyond  the 
Newspaper  Library  in  London, 
the  Public  Record  Office  at 
Kew,  contenpary  published 
wqrks  offer  only  a  partial 
solution. 

The  answer  lies  with  tape 
recording  the  memories  of 
supporters  tdio  lived  through 
those  exciting  times. They  are 
not  Intended  for  current 
publication.  A  life  tine 
eafeargo  is  strictly  enforced 
so  old  comrades  can  feel  un¬ 
restrained  in  talking  frankly 
about  their  experiences.  In 
the  long  term  a  superb  archive 
af  sound  will  be  available  to 
help  counter  the  often  delib¬ 
erate  misrepresentation  built 
over  many  years. 

This  work  is  vital.  Mosley 
recorded  his  memoirs  and  these 
form  the  basis  of  the  archive 
but  more  old  comrades  are 
needed  to  ccina  forward  to  re¬ 
call  their  part,  however 
small,  in  the  struggle  to  put 
the  OOStr  back  into  Britain. 

Since  Friends  of  O.M.  began 


an  hour  or  two 


home.  Mb  have  no  fear  in  this 


archive  of 


down  to  future 


things  be 


truth 


COMRADE 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

THEIR  NAME  U VETH  FOB  EVEB  MOBE" 


January  1989 


Iti<  tin  LMUilIn  [mill 


«  fall  end 


to  »  scvrrt lout  itlid  on  Until 


theo  to  todey's  fwttill 


Nit  <rm  »t»l1ir  ImBIIiiR 


bot  f«lr 


to  Wosli 


lloco  Lord 


litMmn't  MILT  WAIL  fcHefly  MclW  tho 


In  Mu  «irl>  IWOi. 


Tory  not 


THrJtE  hoe  been  some  Interesting  controversy  In 
the  Post  concerning  the  politics  of  the  late  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley.  The  ironical  contention,  by  Colin 
Thomas,  that  Mosley  Mn#i  the  libers!  !\uty.  now 
seems  to  have  been  corrected. 

In  Met,  Oswald  Mosley  was  the  Conservative  MP 
or  Harrow  from  1018  to  1023.  He  disa&eed  wtth 
the  Tories  over  the  behaviour  of  the  Black  and  Tan 
Militia  in  Ireland,  and  twice  contested  Hsrrow  as 
an  Independent  candidate 

On  both  occasions  he  best  official  Conservative 
opponents  with  comfortable  majorities.  Contrary 
the  CaUn  Thomas  article,  Mosley  joined  the 
Party  via  the  Independent  Labour  Party  to 
Ms  mercurial  phase  within  Labour's  ranks. 


□  □ 


Cofin  Thomas  repeated  the  legendary  assump¬ 
tion  that  Mosley  was  seen  aa  a  future  Labour 
leader.  By  this  criterion  he  could  have  become  the 
Prkne  Minister  had  he  not  abandoned  the  conven¬ 
tional  ^cctrum  of  British  politics,  and  founded 
firstly  the  New  Party  and  later  the  British  Union  of 
fascists. 

1  understand  that  the  BUP  actually  held  a  rally  in 
Rochester  Casino  sometime  duxina  the  1030s.  If 


Mosley  on  •  visit  to  Cranbrook 

this  ts  correct  do  the  local  newspapers  have  any 
verification  of  the  meeting  from  existing  archives?  . 

Perhaps  same  older  readers  of  the  Post  might 
even  have  recollections  to  tell  us  of  the  night  that 
Mosley  came  to  lledway.  —  Alan  Wells,  Gordi 
Road,  Strood. 


Aid  to  students 


An  area  of  expanding  activity  during 
1988  has  been  the  help  given  by 
Friends  of  O.R.  to  graduate  and  ureter  - 
graduate  students  In  their  studies  of 
varied  aspects  of  the  Mosley  story. 

Me  are  not  afraid  of  these  new  re¬ 
searches  Into  our  past.  Me  accept  the 
Integrity  of  this  neuer  generations 
search  for  truth.  Snail  ‘warts’  may  be 
found,  but  we  who  remain  who  lived 
through  those  challenging  and  stirring 
tines  are  fully  confident  that  the  ulti¬ 
mate  Image  for  posterity  will  be  of  a 
brotherhood  of  British  sen  and  women 
whose  purpose, honesty  and  integrity  is 
unsurpassed. 


Al988  has  been 
Friends  of  O.H.  to 


The  emerging  Truth 


This  month's  issue  uas  of  special  value 
and  significance  for  me, since  much  of 
it  dealt  with  the  uay  Mosley's  follouere 
and  supporters  struggled  to  sustain  the 
Movement  during  the  1940-194S  period. 
There  are  glimpses  of  this  in  the  re¬ 
leased  Public  Record  Office  material  but 
nothina  substantial. .. ./  as  store  than 
ever  detoniehed  at  the  sheer  hypocrisy 
of  the  Government  in  its  treatment  of  BUP 
m embers  during  the  uar.On  the  one  hand 
interning  hundreds  as  potential" traitors" 
and  on  the  other  utilising  dozens  of  them 
for  the  more  dangerous  tasks. This  struck 
me  with  some  force  on  re-reading  the 
latest  Comrades. 

Letter  froa  London  University  graduate 


TO  THE  EDITOR 


COMRADE 


Duld  seem,  then,  that  Mosleyiti 
have  been  in  the  van  of  the  fig! 
:1  any  invader  from  British  soil. 


IN  MEMORIAM 

"THEIR  NAME  LIVETH 
FOR  EVER  MORE"  SUNDAV 


BROCKJNC.  G.T,  DAY.  K.C^-The 
Pint  Coualllei  8  Squadron  RAF  and 
Mocteya  British  Union  Air  Gunners 
Wellington  L4275.  Killed  In  NCtion. 
KelJ  Canal.  Sept  4.  10X9.  For  them  a 


IN  MEMORIAM  -  WAR 


■  ■  ■■ 

Severer  1988 

9  SQUADRON  RAF 
Further  to  your  tribute  to  9  Squadron 
(Letters,  August),  six  of  the  Squadron's 
Wellington  Is  took  part  in  the  raid  on  th 
Schamhorst  and  Gneisenau  at  Bruns- 
buttel  on  the  second  day  of  the  war.  Two 
aircraft  were  lost ,  one  to  Sgt  Alfred  Held 
in  a  Mel09  of  II/JG77  based  at  Notdals, 
which  marked  the  first  Luftwaffe  vic¬ 
tory  of  the  war  against  the  RAF. 
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^^Flying  in  Wellington  L4275  were  two 
Fyoung  volunteer  air  gunners,  Air- 
I  craftsmen  2nd  Class  K  G  Day  and  G  T 
I  Bracking.  Day  was  to  be  listed  as 
I  Britain'sfustcasualtyoftbewarandhis 
i  body,  found  ten  days  later  by  a  cargo 
steamer  between  Elbe  lightships  1  and 
|  2,  was  buried  with  full  military  honours 
.  at  Cuxhaven  Cemetry. 

1  i 

,  There  is  an  unconfirmed  report  that' 
Goering  was  present  at  the  ceremony. 
Bracking1!  body  (No  6  on  the  first 
British  casualty  list)  was  never  found, 
his  death  being  recorded  on  the  Run- 
nymede  Memorial. 

Particulary  poignant  and  ironic  is 
that  these  two  young  first  casualties 
were  members  of  Mosley's  British  Union 
and  had  paid  the  supreme  sacrifice  in  s 
war  which  they  believed  not  to  be  in  ] 
British's  interest,  unnecessary,  and  I 
which  they  had  sought  to  prevent. 

Even  more  so  is  the  likelihood  that  ii 
they  had  survived  on  operations  until 
summer  1940  they  would  have  beer 
interned  under  Regulation  18B.  This 
certainly  happened  to  some  followers  of 
Mosley  on  their  return  from  Dunkirk 
and  also,  according  to  the  British  Union  I 
of  Fascists'  official  historian,  the  late! 
Richard  Reynell  Bellamy,  to  a  pilot  who] 
was  badly  wounded  during  the  samel 
raid  on  4  September  1939. 


‘My  Comrades 
In  Struggle’ 


HOSLEY 

1937 


hterest  creating 
story  of  the  year  was 
perhaps  our  own  revelations  on 
the  death  of  RUDOLF  HESS  -  the 
Stal In/Gorbachev  connection  l 
renegade  KIHPHILBT,  later  also 
to  depart  this  world, providing 
some  trl anting.  Of  the  two 
'strangers'  In  Spandau  Prison 
prior  to  the  Hess  'suicide', 
the  poste-haste  transfer  of 
the  American  Army  duty  guard 
company  and  the  cover-up  of 
the  present  and  previous 
British  Government's  on  the 
Prisoner  of  Spandau. 

•This  Is  reminiscent  of 
Schiller's  Ballads.'The  Cranes 
of  Ibycus'  -  for  again  the 
birds  of  Hess  witnessed  his 
murder*  "wrl tes  one  correspond¬ 
ent  paying  some  tribute  to  the 
literary  aspect  of  our  story. 

A  number  of  our  submissions, 
which  created  world  wide 
Interest, were  taken  up  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  reputable  tnvestlg- 


The  last  double-cross 
The  final  obscenity 


The  findings  you  report 
would  seem  to  provide  a  com¬ 
pelling  motive  and  to  corrobo¬ 
rate  the  accumalated  evidence 
of  very  long-standing  collusion 
between  the  British  and 
Russians'wrltes  one  historian 
Investigating  the  Hess'affalr* 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Like  Ibycus.  perhaps  poster¬ 
ity  will  produce  the  avenging 
bird  of  Rudolf  Hess. 


CT 


r- 


B 


served  to  make  me  more  de- 


TAILPIECE:  Rudolf  Hess 

A  FORMER  British  warder  at 
Spandau  prison  and  his  brother- 
in-law  face  possible  sentences 
of  up  to  IS  years  after  alleg¬ 
edly  trying  to  blackmail  the 
son  of  Hitler's  deputy, Rudolf 
Hess.who  died  In  Spandau  In 
August  1987, Into  buying  his 
father's  uniform  and  other 
possessions  for  £150,000. 


The  two  men, named  only  as 
Steven  T., 33, and  Paul  W. ,23, 
were  arrested  at  a  Hamburg 
hotel  on  Saturday . 

According  to  Herr  Cornel 
Christoff*!, spokesman  for  the 
West  8erltn  Senator  for 
Justice, both  men  have  con¬ 
fessed, but  are  still  under 

Interrogation . 

[O.Telegraph:13  December  1986] 
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hear  that  Richard  Thurlow 


P7J2223 
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$n  fRemoriam 

1  "Hart I  tfw  touwd  of  wny  volcg*. 
Ochoas  ttirowgh  the  rale  of  ages. 

Britain  Hitrw  and  rejoices. 
Cazlno  on  Tradition's  pages....* 


A1TKEN, Andrew:  P/ Off  RAF .early 
British  Union  mender:  flying 
accident  Sussex, December  1937 
ALLEW.Cowdt.HarytOBE :  former 

suffragette  and  co-founder  of 
first  women's  police  force  In 
Uorld  War  l:Head  of  Women's 
Auillllary  Service  1914-1940: 
Member  British  Union  and 
Union  Movement: Under  virtual 
house  arrest  In  World  War  11: 

In  December  1964 

BAILEE, Jack:  Bethnal  Green 
British  Union  and  Union  Move¬ 
ment  :Father  of  FOM  Council 
menbers  Fred  and  Sid  Bailey: 
Age  82:  On  19  January  1965 

BECKETT  .Mrs  Joerwlfe  of  former 
English  Heavy  Weight  Champion 
Joe  Beckett:l1ke  her  husband 
member  of  British  Union  and 
Union  Movement: Pol  It leal 
Prisoner  Holloway  Goal  1940; 

On  12  December  1952 
BIRO, Mr  A.J:  former  Inspector 
of  Schools  Middlesex  and 

Principle  Kllburn  Poly.: 
Mexber  Kllburn  British  Union: 

In  January  1939 
BOWLER  Mr  A.E:  Ealing  British 
Union  &  Union  Movement: 

In  Deceotoor  1976 
BROMW. Prof .A.E  HA  LIB:  former 
Professor  of  International 
Law, Calcutta :Member  Cambridge 
Qn  6  January  1939 
COKER  Mrs:8r1t1sh  Union  and 
mother  of  Union  Movement 
Walthamstow  Br. Leader  Ernest 
Coker:  In  January  1950 

0*ALESSI0,Row:  First  British 
British  Union  District  Leader 
Plymouth  &  later  of  Cheltenham: 
18B  British  poll  tfcal  prisoner 
1940:  On  18  January  1987 

DONOVAN  Mr  J.E.:  Llmehouse 

British  Union  seaman  member: 
as  Don  Beresford  regular  con¬ 
tributor  to  'Actton'on  marine 
affairs: Suddenly  at  30, after 
South  American  trip: 

In  January  1938 
00WTT .Mrs  L.A:  wife  of  John 
Dowty, British  Union  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Candidate  Evesham: 

In  January  1976 
OOTnaP.K.T:  Epplng  British 
Union  and  188  British  politi¬ 
cal  prisoner: In  December  1986 
ELAM.Oudley:  British  Union's 
elderly  receptionist  at  NHQ 
Westminster : British  political 

frlsoner  1940  contributing  to 
Is  death. His  wife, British 
Union  Parliamentary  Candidate 
for  Northampton  also  Jailed  In 
Holloway  Goal :  In  December  1948 


f  ITT, Bill  :£pplng  Branch  speake 
British  Union. 

On  30  January  ]988 
FRAMC1S-HAWK INS, Hell:  Pioneer 
member  later  Director  General 
British  Union: Incarcerated 

Rrlxton  Jail  1940-44  as  a 
political  prisoner  leading  to 
his  early  death  at  43. 

On  25  December  1950 
GRAMT  Of  Shoreditch  British 

Union:father  of  family  of 
of  Mosley  supporters. 

In  Oecenber  1948 
HAHSELL.Hrs  Florence:  Bethnal 
Green  British  Union  &  Union 
Movement  :wartime  col  lector  IBB 
Detainees  Fund. 

- Tn  Oecenber  1950 

HILL  W.M:ear1y  British  Union 
member  and  part  founder  of 
Taunton  Branch  whose  two  sons 
also  joined  Mosley. 

In  January  1938 
HOLMAN. Percy:  Southampton 

British  Union  i  Union  Move¬ 
ment  :fol  lowing  a  road  accident 
On  31  December  1977 
KITCHEN, Mrs  Sabina:  Mother  of 
Union  Movement's  Ken  Kitchen 
of  Leamington  Spa:  A  staunch 
supporter  of  the  Movement. 

On  8  December  1975 

SUTHERLAND  Mrs  M.A.'Ma':A  most 
loyal  Mosley  supporter, friend 
and  confidant  of  many 
East  London  British  Union 
members  in  her  Stepney  cafe 
before  her  retirement  to 
Norfolk.  In  January  1975 

SCORE  Mr  R.6:  Bournemouth 

British  Union, father  of  D/L 
Score.  On  13  January  1940 
VEROAH  ROE. Sir  Alllot:  Early 
pioneer  flyer  and  founder  of 
AVR0:lost  2  sons  In  air  ops. 
World  War  11. 

At  80  on  4  January  1958 
tf ARBOR  TON.  Edmjnd  'Ned' :  New 

^arty  am3  British  Union 
Manchester  and  NHQ  Branch: 
Lost  eye  In  'battle  of 
Stock  too-cn -Tees  *1933  .-Pioneer 
Corps  World  War  11. 

On  31  December  1984 
WILLIAMSON .Hugh  Ross:  1930s 

contributor  to  'Action 'when 
In  Labour  Party:  Playwright 
and  author  of  "Who  Is  for 
Liberty*: A  good  friend  of  the 
Mosley  Movements. 

In  January  1978 
W000MAR0  Mr  L.A.:  Do-set  West 
British  Union. 

On  28  January  1938 

Still  In  spirit  with  us. 

*Patr1ots;  your  cry  la  heeded! 
Heroes:  death  was  wot  In  vain! 
Me  to  your  place  have  succeeded, 
Britain  shall  be  great  agalnl* 


THANKS 


FRED  BAILEY  thanks  the  anony¬ 
mous  dona  ter  of  X500  to  the 
Funds  of  Friends  of  d.H. 
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In  the  wealth  of  that  wars 


bom  in  the  First 


anoe  of  our  British  Mother¬ 
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Your  Free  Newsheet 


clear  that  this  reminder  Is 


not  directed  «t  those  old 


comrades  on  low  Incomes. 


★Late  News 


We  regret  to  have  to  report  the 
death  on  Oecevtoer  16  of  RATHOMO 
HARSHER  of  Manchester. 

*Ray  would  have  been  65  on  1st. 
January-wrltes  old  comrade  Cordon 
Gee.  *A  good  comrade  and  great 
friend  of  mine.  1  served  with  him 
for  twentyelght  years  In  Union 
Movement.  Me  was  loyal  to  the  last 
and  devoted  to  O.M.  and  the 
Cause  for  which  we  have  given  many 
years. 

Looking  forward  to  the  next  Issue 
of  Comrade  and  fighting  on  In  the 
Mew  Year  with  the  Friends  of  O.M. 

Mosley's  Spirit  Live  On.* 


B 


OBITUARY 


Harold  Podmore 


AS  we  go  to  press  we 
hear  from  Ontario  of  the 
death  last  August  of 
another  old  comrade, 
HAROLD  PQCHORB,who  emi¬ 


grated  to  Canada  some 
years  ago. He  was  at  one 
time  a  member  of 
British  Union's  Norwood 
Branch, and  later  became 
a  London  District 
Inspector. 

Polly  Baldwin 


94  yr  old  POLUf  was 
never  a  Mosley  member. 
She  could  not  even  be 
accurately  described  as 
a  supporter. 

She  was  however  one 
of  the  best  friends  we 
had  in  East  London  over 
the  past  32  years  where 
until  a  few  months  ago 
she  was  'landlord'  of 
the  BLADE  BONE  pub  in 
Bethnal  Green. 

She  had  always  made 
H0GU2Y  and  'his  boys' 
welcome  -  come  what  may 
and  in  latter  years  her 
tiny  figure  seated  on  a 
stool  behind  the 
bar  will  always  be  re¬ 
membered  by  those  who 
attended  small  Friends 
of  O.M.  social  evenings 
when  she  frequently 
provided  refreshment. 

Polly  Baldwin, mother 
of  eight, known  locally 
for  her  charity 
work  and  relations  with 
the  boxing  fraternity, 
was  a  thoroughbread 
'East  Ender' .She  died 
on  December  2nd  and  POM 
paid  their  respects  at 
her  funeral, represented 
by  our  Bethnal  Green 
old  'battler', 82  yr  old 
Pickle  Burwood.  And 
among  the  many  floral 
tributes  was  one  from 
those  she  affectionately 
named  as  "The  Mosley 
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FOREVER 


of  men,  this  little  uorld. 


This  precious  etone  eet  in  the  eilver  sea,... 


This  ble8eed  plot,  this  earth,  this  realm 


OUR  B9GLAND.  Tha.  England  of  Nelson,  Wellington, 
and  Francis  Drake:  of  Shakespeare, Elizabeth,and 
London  Town,  of  our  once  smoke-ridden  Northern  in¬ 
dustrial  towns  and  cities  -  but  OURS  -  from  which 
burst  out  .in  1911  those  regiments  of  'Pals', to 
be  slaughtered  in  their  thousands  at  Passchendale 
and  the  Same . 

OUR  PH3AND.  For  whom  Englishmen  have  ever  ful¬ 
filled  the  age-old  call  to  arms, whatever  'war  aims' 
they  ray  be  fed.  From  England's  past  comes  that 
deep  belief  that  his  taking  up  of  arms  is  a  defence 
of  the  right  of  an  Englishman  to  tread  "this 
blessed  plot, this  earth, this  realm, this  ENGLAND" in 
the  footsteps  of  his  fathers,  a  right,  a  duty,  a 
heritage,  to  be  passed  on  unsullied  to  his  child¬ 
ren  and  his  children's  children. 


Old  Moslem  customs  In  London  and  Manchester. 
1939  liar  Propaganda  Poster 


OUR  BW3 AtO  -  or  Their  •mqland'?  That 
Ehgland  that  is  becoming  no  longer  the 
land  of  our  fathers. Wrere  in  many  areas 
it  is  the  Englishman  who  suffers  dis¬ 
crimination,  his  customs  flouted,  his 
laws  not  enforced  for  sake  of  ’  race  re¬ 
lations ‘.arid  his  conscience  battered  to 
accept  his  'guilt*  for  being  an 
Englishman. 

All  for  the  cause  of  a  'multiracial 
society', a  dream  and  a  fraud  dreamed  up 
by  successive  cowardly  politicians  play¬ 
ing  the  party  game  to  the  detriment  of 
the  indingenous  population, and  in  ne¬ 


gation  of  the  long  history  of  this 
island  race. 

Recent  events  have  focussed  sharply 
on  the  great  danger  of  loss  of  identity 
of  our  people.  The  writing  is  on  the 
wall  now  bold  and  clear  as  never  before 
for  all  but  those  who  will  not  see. 

The  Government  suggest  there  are  now 
2*j  million  'Third  World'  immigrants , in¬ 
cluding  1  million  Moslems.  And  some! 
Tvro  years  ago  Judge  Michael  Argyle 
suggested  there  were  5  million  illegals 
here.  Lord  Denning  disagreed: there  were 
only  250,000!  In  many  parts  of  the  world 
the  next  decade  or  so  is  going  to  see  a 
population  explosion,  some  African 
countries  will  see  it  doubled. Many  will 
reach  out  for  these  shores  and  unless 
there  is  a  radical  change  in  the  think¬ 
ing  and  tightening  up  of  immigration 
laws  it  will  be  impossible  to  contain. 
Britain  will  not  need  to  think  any  more 
about  the  'Third  World' .  She  will  be 
part  of  it. 

Is  it  to  be  the  end  of  our  long  and 
glorious  line?  Is  'this  happy  breed'  to 
become  just  an  enclave  of  'ethnic 


BR00KER,Gnr  C.G:  90  Field 
M:  Eitttr  Branch 

BRITISH  UNION:  188  political 
prisoner  1940-42:  Died  Pris¬ 
oner  of  War  8  March  1945: 
Na«e  Inscribed  on  Casslno 
Manorial. Italy. 


J3NES, Captain  F.R,F. :  6th 
Btn  1 4th  Punjab  fiegt: Norwood 
Branch  BRITISH  UNION:  killed 
In  action  Malaya  February  11 
1942:  age  22:  name  Inscribed 
at  the  Kranjl  War  Ceaetery, 
Singapore. 


OOR  HCMC.  For  whom  we  of  the  last  war 
generation  sacrificed  our  youth,  suffered 
much,  and  many  died  before  they  had  lived. 

OOR  BPAND.  For  whom  the  fathers  we  had 
never  known  gave  their  tomorrows  in  that 
earlier  holocaust. 

OUR  ENGLAND.  For  whom  Englishmen, whatever 
'war  aims’  they  may  be  fed,  have  ever  ful¬ 
filled  her  age-old  call  to  duty  -  a  deep- 
rooted  instinct  bom  out  of  England's  past 
that  his  taking  to  arms  is  to  defend  the 
right  of  an  Englishman  to  tread  "this 
blessed  plot:,  this  earth,  this  realm,  this 
EnglarxJ"  in  the  footsteps  of  the  countless 
generations  that  had  gone  before  -  a  heri¬ 
tage  to  be  passed  on  unsullied  to  his 
children  and  his  children's  children. 


BATTERED 

BUT 

UNBOWED 
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man.  One  hears  today  much 
talk  about'  ’ Thatcherism *y 
though  nobody  knows  what  it 
is.  In  the  thirties  no  one 
one  ever  referred  to 
Mosleyism,but  if  I  believed 
in  anything  itwas  Mosleyism. 
I  believed  in  the  man.  I  be¬ 
lieved  in  his  honesty,  his 
sincerity,  his  integrity, his 
ability,  his  vision,  and  be¬ 
cause  I  believed  in  these 
things,  and  because  I  found 
allother  politicians  wanting 


CANDIDATE 


POLITICAL 

PRISONER 


believed  in  the  man .  I  believed  in  hie  hone  a 


liticiane  wanti 


ourui  all  other 


FOREVER  MOSLEYI 


THE  news  of  the  death  of  old  comrade  JOHN 
CHARNLEY  received  as  we  went  to  press  could 
only  be  briefly  reported  in  our  January 
issue. 

In  this  issue  we  make  our  tribute  to  one 
of  Mosley's  finest  men.  By  his  cwn  words 
extracted  from  his  memoirs,  which  we  have 
arranged  publication  in  the  near  future,  he 
records  for  posterity  an  exanple  of  loyalty, 
purpose, and  the  will  to  endure. 


1937: JOHN  CHARKltr  with  Oswald 
Mosley  and  British  Union's 
Olrector  General  Nell  Francls- 
Hawklns  after  the  announcement 
of  Charnley  as  Parliamentary 
Candidate  for  Hull  East. 


1941:  CHARNLET  arrives  at 

Fleetwood  from  the  Isle  of  Man 
with  17  other  political  pris¬ 
oners. They  were  'deported'  as 
■ringleaders'  of  the  'riot' at 
Peverll  Concentration  Camp 
following  Ill-treatment  of 
recaptured  escapees. 

Charnley  was  taken  to  Walton 
and  8r1ston  Jails. Later  he  was 
returned  to  the  Island 
Concentration  Canp 


tv 
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For  John  Charnley... 


My  seven  pre-war  years  in  British  Union  were  years  of  excitement,  almost  of 
adventure,  with  a  cormitment  of  near  religious  fervour  to  a  man  and  an  ideal 
that  gave  me  an  unforgettable  experience  of  comradeship  that  perhaps  no  man 
can  expect  to  meet  again. 


The  death  of  Oswald  Mosley 
created  a  void  in  my  life 
which  nothing  can  replace.  I 
suffered  a  permanent  deva¬ 
station  of  spirit  which 
simply  defies  description, 
and  which  cannot  be  assuaged. 
No  words  can  ever  convey  or 
express  my  sense  of  loss. 
Mosley  was  unique.  For  me 
and  many  others, he  was  the 
greatest  Englishman  of  his 
age.  His  repudiation  by  the 
Establishment  was,  and  re¬ 
mains,  England 's  tragedy,  c£I 
miss  him  more  than  I  can  say. 

Now,  nearing  the  end  of  my 
life,  I  sometimes  ask  myself 
what  was  it  all  for?  Hew 
could  so  much  effort, so  much 
involvement, dedication  -  and 
belief,  how  could  it 
all  come  to  nothing? 

Surely  there  is  something 
left  upon  which  a  New  Ideal 
can  be  built?  I  hope  so.  It 
is  an  eternal  hope.  I  was 
never  truly  a  politician.  I 

it.  r-  _  anH  rwiwin  —  a  MnsleV 


in  comparison,  I  was  convinced 
that  my  dedication  was  true, 
and  not  wasted. 

And  so  I  hope  that  the 
great  crusade  which  inspired 
tens  of  thousands  of  our 
British  people  will  have  lit 
a  torch  whose  flame  will  in¬ 
spire  anew. For  it  is  certain 
that  our  country  has  need  of 
it. 

Someone  once  asked  me  to 
compare  Oswald  Mosley  with 


British  history, and  the  near¬ 
est  I  could  come  up  with  was 
a  contoination  of  two,  both 
boyhood  heroes;  Hereward  the 
wake  and  Simon  de  Montfort. 


and  had  this  great  vision  of 
the  future, and  he  married  the 
two  in  a-  new  Ideology,  I  was 
and  remain  a  Mosley  man. 

For  me  “His  Spirit  Lives.* 


SPEAKER 


From  ARTHUR  HARSOT,  one  time 
young  mentoer  of  Charnley 's 
Hull  British  Onion  Branch 
who  followed  him  into 
concentration  canp  in  1940 
and  new  lives  in  Germany. 
Although  I  had  not  seen  him 
for  many  years  X  aways  knew 
through  the  old  ‘bush 
telegraph*  more  or  less  what 
he  was  doing  and  always  re¬ 
garded  him  as  an  old  friend. 
We  did  speak  briefly  on  the 
•phone  two  or  three  years  ago 
when  he  called  me  in  Germany 
after  I  had  discovered  FOM. 

Apart  from  his  many 
other  qualities,  JC  was  also 
'good  fun'.  In  those  far-off  BU 
days  we  fancied  ourselves  as 
motor-bike  artists  and  he  was 
prepared  to  run  downhill  with 
throttle  full  open  on  an  old 
BSA  "Sloper"350  which 
compared  with  today’s  Hondas 
and  Kawasaki s  might  sound 

old  George's  Bocket.lt  was 
nevertheless  good  fun, and  we 
had  a  lot  of  it. 

In  my  young  days  JC  had  sane 
influence  on  me.  He  was  not 
only  a  loyal  Mosley  man  but  a 
person  of  great  integrity  and 
courage. 

Almost  as  if  to  say  he  will 
always  be  with  us,  his 
Christmas  arrived  after  his 
death. 

From  ARTHUR  SHAN,  Canp  Leader 
at  Ascot  Concentration  Canp 
and  British  Onion  District 
Treasurer, Lc*restoft. 

I  did  not  meet  John  Charnley 
until  we  arrived  at  Ascot  18B 
Canp  from  Walton  Goal.  I  see 
him  as  a  wiry  and  extremely 

1949:CHARNLET  speeks  In  London 
In  support  of  Union  Movement 
candidates  In  Bethnal  Green 


energetic  figure,  one  of  the 
dozen  or  so  among  300  BU  men 
who  became  impressed  upon  my 
memory  in  the  first  few  weeks 
of  those  chaotic  conditions 
intowhich  we  had  been  thrown. 

As  I  write  1  see  his  high 
cheek-bones  and  piercing  eyes 
with  small  goatee  beard  look¬ 
ing  intensely  at  me  as  we  walk 
around  the  compound  discussing 
the  past, present  and  hopes 
for  the  future. 

My  deep  respects  to  a  dedi¬ 
cated  Blackshirt  and  his  un- 
dlmmed  faith  In  CM. 

From  RONALD  CREASY.  British 

Union  District  Loader,  Eye 

Suffolk. 

The  time  of  18B  now  seems  such 
a  different  but  fulfiling 
world. Some  of  it  has  become 
part  of  a  mist  while  the  rest 
of  the  structure  remains  as 
yesterday .All  put  into  that 
outrageous  position  who  I 
saw  or  spoke  to  left  an  in— 
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BECKWELL 
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It  becomes  more  difficult  bo 
convince  people  to  go  on 
paying  for  military  deterrents 
when  all  the  cither  side  seems 
to  talk  about  is  peace. 

We  remember  .hoover,  that  no¬ 
body  rises  to  the  top,  and 
survives  the  purges  in  Soviet 
Russia  who  has  not  mastered 
the  art  of  ruthlessness  and 
passed  muster  in  Narxist- 
beninism.  “The  latter  teaches 
in  every  academy  of  Soviet 
thought  the  two  great 

principles:  K _ Communism 

cannot  work  efficiently  until 
the  whole  world  is  ccranunist, 
and  2:  So  long  as  one 
country  in  the  world  remains 
non-oommunist  it  will  be  used 
as  a  base  for  counter¬ 
revolution  against  communism. 

Greater  personal  freedom  in 
Russia  may  be  real  and  ir- 
r ever sable  but  it  serves  the 
same  master  plan. 

However,  Gorbochev's  ’Charm 
Offensive'  has  started  a  line 
in  peace  talk  that  can  be 
skillfully  ’turned’  by  in¬ 
telligent  minds  in  the  West  to 
win  real  safeguards  for  peace: 
Gorbochevcan  become  a  hostage 
to  his  own  words. 

But  where  are  the  politico- 
P.R. Poker  Players  on  our  side 
to  match  the  cunning  of  the 
New  Kremlin  Set? 

Mosley  could  have  done  it. 


just  to  bell  people  what  they 
want  to  hear  and  they  will 
believe  it  has  already 
happened. 

Simply  announce  that  Soviet 
Forces  are  now  structured  for 
defence  purposes  alone: 
they  will  accept  itas  a  fact. 
Even  if  Norway  points  out  that 
Russia _ has  considerably 


WE  LL  KEEP  THE  RED  FLAG 
FLYING  HERE 

Contrary  to  the  belief 
of  popular  self-delusion,  his 
imposed  task  is  not  to  dis¬ 
mantle  communism.  Instead,  he 
wants  to  make  it  work  more 
efficiently  and  appear  more 
appealing.  So  out  go  Bureauc¬ 
racy  and  the  Thumb  Screw. Have 
they  not  held  communism  back 
for  2  generations?  reasons 
the  Soviet  leader. 

Don’t  cover  up  the  Katyn 
Massacre  any  more,  denounce 
it.  It  costs  nothing  to  win 
the  trust  of  the  West. 


Peace  is  the  absence  of  war 
by  diplomatic  means.  People 
will  always  live  in  the  shadow 
of  nuclear  weapons. If  all  the 
warheads  in  the  world  were 
destroyed  tomorrow  the  threat 
would  still  remain.  Because 
the  knowledge  and  resources 
to  build  them  anew  would  re¬ 
main.  Those  who  know  say  it 
could  be  done  in  14  days. 

Nobody  can  turn  tack  the 
clock  to  the  safety  of  some 
second  pre-nuclear  age.  But 
by  shrewd  diplomacy,  intell¬ 
igent  minds  can  roll  back  the 
risk.  Or  use  the  fear  of 
annihilation  to  win  bloodless 
victories!  Mr.Gorbochev 
understands  this  perfectly 
because  he  is  by  far  the  most 
intelligent  of  all  the 
world's  leaders.  But  does  the 
world  understand  Mr.Gorbochev? 


Fleet  recently  with  anew  air¬ 
craft  carrier  and  huge 
nuc I ear-powered  cruiser. 

When  the  U.S.  found  it  had 
bitten  off  more  than  it  could 
chew  in  Vietnam,  their  with¬ 
drawal  was  seen  universally  as 
defeat.  Yet  when  the  same 
thing  happens  to  the  Russians 
in  Afghanistan  they  present 
their  departure  as  a  gesture 
of  peace  and  goodwill.  Who 
will  gainsay  it? 

But  the  division  of  Western 
Europe  from  the  U.S. , and  the 


defenoe  links, remain 


Farewell 
♦  John- 


Front  ROBERT  SAUNDERS  QBE.  , 
British  Union  District 
loader,  Dorset  West. 

John  Chamley  was  a  man  who 
was  very  loyal  to  OM,  and  one 
who  was  true  to  his  beliefs, 
which  he  held  with  deep 
sincerity  and  expressed  with 
courage. Even  those  who  might 
not  have  agreed  with,  him  are 
poorer  for  the  passing  of  a 
man  of  his  integrity. 

Front  JOHN  CHRISTIAN,  Editor 
•Comrade" . 

John  and  I  had  only  met  once  - 
at  the  FOM  Buffet  two  years  ago 
in  Manchester.  With  immense 
courage  John  had  made  the 
journey  in  wheelchair  from 
Southport  for  his  last  reunion 
with  his  old  comrades. 

His  friend  and  attendant 
informed  me  that  he  believed 
that  the  birth  of  POM  had  ex¬ 
tended  John's  life  by  several 
years. 

When  FOM  'found'  him  just 
before  the  1985  Conmemoration 
Dinner  he  replied"it'a  nice  to 
know  I  am  still  remembered  and 
that  functions  are  being  org¬ 
anised  in  support  of  our  be¬ 
loved  O.H.I  shall  always  look 
back  on  my  Blackshirt  days  as 
the  happiest  and  most 
satisfying  of  my  life". 

From  that  day, my  special  JC 
letter  file, and  probably  our 
joint  telephone  accounts 
arising  from  our  long  and 
frequent  conversations  denote 
the  closeness  of  our  relation¬ 
ship  and  his  support  for  the 
work  of  FOM. 

He  had  known  and  fought 
many  battles  with  my  brother 


Blackshirt's  fight  to  survive 
in  the  North  which  no  doubt 
gave  that  extra  warmth. 

We  had  spoken  only  a  few 
days  before  his  death  which 
though  anticipated  was  not 
really  believed. 

"Do  not  mourn  for  me  Johnny" 
he  said  a  few  weeks  before  his 
death.  His  doctor  had  given 
him  six  months  a  year  before 
and  he  correctly  assessed  the 
silence  after  telling  me  that 
he  was  new  on  'borrowed .time' 
and  that  he  felt  the  end  was 
nigh. 

"I  have  had  a  good  life, 
a  wonderful  wife,  and  walked  in 
the  shadow  of  the  greatest 
Englishman  that  ever  lived"  he 
continued.  "And  I  have  shared 
the  comradeship  of  some  of  the 
fineet  men  in  human  hietory. 
Carry  on  our  eternal  ever  up¬ 
ward  struggle  in  Mosley's  im¬ 
age.  I  shall  be  ever  with  you." 

John  Chamley  fought  the 
good  fight  far  beyond  the  end, 
striving  • to  last  to  see 
his  menoirs  which  PCM  have 
arranged  publication.  It  was 
not  to  be:  the  enemy  time.  To 
that  extent  we  failed  him. 

His  going  accentuates  that 
personal  aching  void  ban)  out 
of  the  physical  passing  of  so 
many  of  British  Union's  sans, 
their  laughing  loving  faces 
piercing  the  mists  of  the 
years, oarching, marching,  ever 
marching  for  that  Greater 
Britain  they  saw  before  them, 
their  hearts  made  full  with 
their  leader's  "there  are 
greater  things  than  slothful 
ease:  greater  things  than 
more  terrible  things 


delible  nark  in  my  mind, 
alternating  between  deep 
sorrow  and  admiration. 

One  such  was  John  Chamley 
who  gave  a  clear  impression  of 
a  richly  dedicated  man. Strong 
in  tenper ament  and  character. 
Imbued  with  all  the  Movement 
stood  for.  A  man  prepared  to 
give  the  last  ounce  in  the 
struggle  and  demands  of  the 
time. His  place  in  the  body  of 
the  cause  a  valuable  asset 
which  will  not  diminish  with 
the  years  to  come  when  society 
has  put  itself  upon  a  higher 
plane  in  which  it  will  be 
indebted  to  him. 

From  HILDA  BELLAMY,  widow  of 
British  Union's  historian 
Dick  Bellamy  who  died  last 
August  and  for  whom  "Cod 
rest  you  Dick"  were  John's 
last  words  to  his  old  friend 
in  Comrade's  tribute. 

With  four  children  I  was  a 
very  'inactive'  member  and 
did  not  know  John  until  after 
the  War, but  I  know  if 

Dick  was  still  here  he  would 
have  written  a  wonderful  tri¬ 
bute  to  John  for  whom  he  had 

the  greatest  respect  and 

affection. 

I  do  know  though  that  he  was 
a  staunch  and  dedicated 

Blackshirt  and  loyal  comrade 
who  continued  to  expound  CM's 
policies  to  the  end. 
Altogether  a  most  splendid 


LAST  POST 


1987 :By  wheelchair  to  Friends 
of  O.M.s  Buffet  In  Manchester 
where  John  was  to  meet  his  old 
comrades  for  the  first  time  In 
years.  It  was  to  be  his  last 
reunion 


in  the  early  days  of  the  safety; 


up  as  a  bad  job  and  returned  locked  in  our  calls  and 
to  the  canp  by  the  tunnel I  turned  in  about  8  pro, but  coroe 

iV.„  __ i  1  am  -  so  that  our  comrades 

You  can  keep  on  sUrvIng  ^  ^  ^  would  not  know  of 

We  were  to  Peel  it  -  we  were  roused,  the 

and  handed  over  to  the  3?  police  appeared  and 

at  their  HD  in  the  Hotel  Greg  charged  us  with  stealing 

Hal  in  where  thS - acting  *a  boat,  oars  and  rowlocks". 

ncrawidant  Carrtain  Rvan  lm-  Ne  dressed  and  were  taken  by 

van  to  Douglas  police 

station. 

The  following  day  we  app¬ 
eared  in  Court  and  were  re¬ 
manded  for  twj  days  to 

Douglas  Jail  where  the 
Governor  appeared  with  three 
warders  as  we  waited  outside 


mediately  started  his  bully- 
tactics.  "Tou  have  starvtd 
for  4  day  and  you  oan  ktap 
on  mtaroinq*  he  replied  to 
our  request  for  food. This  got 
our  backs  up  and  we  said  what 
we  thought  of  him,  and  when 


COMRADE 


February/March  1989 


ng 

until  about  3 

pm 

when  we  were 

made  at 


boat  and  this  time  I  knew  it  must  be 


t  for  ue.  circled  around,  their  aims  trained  on  us 


His  treatment 
caused  a  riot 


One-time  British  Union  District  Leader, Limehouse, and  holder  of  the 
Bronze  Distinction  'for  Service  and  Devotion  to  the  Cause' , 
double-escaper  from  Britain's  wartime  concentration  camps, 
ARTHUR  MASON  concludes  the  story  of  his  escape  after 
tunneling  his  way  to  freedom  from  Peveril  Concentration  Camp, 

Isle  of  Man  in  1941 


ARTHUR  NASON  leaves 
Douglas  Court  House 
for  goal  after  sentence 
to  six  Months  hard  labour 
for  stealing  a  Motor  boat 


I  found  the  officer  comm¬ 
anding  "HMS  Radiant*  most 
courteous.  He  gave  us  food 
and  drink  and  told  us  that  we 
were  very  lucky  as  if  the 
weather  had  changed,  as  it 
often  did  suddenly  in  the 
Irish  Saa,  we  would  not  have 
stood  much  chance  in  a  small 
boat.  A  number  of  the  crew 
however  I  felt  would  have 
liked  very  much  to  have 
finished  us  off! 

The  Manx  police  were  wait- 
for  us  when  we  arrived  at 
Douglas  a  few  hours  later, 
and  it  was  clear  when 
they  asked  how  we  had  escaped 
that  they  had  not  found  the 
tunnel .  So  I  told  them 
it  was  the  same  way  as  my 
previous  escape  from  Huyton 
Cany>  which  seemed  to  please 
them.  With  the  tunnel  undis¬ 
covered  this  left  the  way 
open  for  other  escapes,  or 
'escapades'  as  I  learned 
later  that  the  other  three  we 


In  time  they  succeeded  and 
after  dressing  we  were  order¬ 
ed  to  the  cells  but  as 
appeared  outside ,  the  barbed 
wire  fence  was  lined  with  de¬ 
tainees  calling  for  our  re¬ 
lease  and  for  us  to  be  fed, 
the  news  having  somehow  got 
through.  We  managed  to  get 
over  that  food  had  been  re¬ 
fused  and  in  a  short  time  a 
deputation  from  the  Camp 
Oanaittae  met  Ryan  but  he  re¬ 
mained  adamant  that  there  was 
to  be  no  food  for  the 
prisoners. _ 

‘All  hell  broke  out'  i 

When  the  detainees  heard 
of  this  decision  all  hell 
broke  out  and  went  an 
for  some  hours.  About  11  pm 
the  cell  doors  were  unlocked 
and  in  came  the  army  with 
some  of  our  British  Onion 
members  bringing  us  tucker. 
The  Army  had  bowed  to  my 
comrades  in  the  camp. 


the  Governor  that  if  we  were 
treated  like  human  beings 
there  would  be  no  trouble.  We 
went  to  the  cells  and  later 
discovered  why  the  Governor 
had  looked  so  worried. 

We  had  seen  the  oanplete 
male  staff  of  the  prison I 

According  to  Christian, 
the  warder  we  had  put  down, 
only  the  Church  Times  was 
allowed  in  prison, but  the 
following  day  he  awaked  me  at 
5.30  am  and  gave  me  the  Daily 
Hail  saying  I  could  only  have 
a  half-hour  to  read  it,  and 
would  I  tell  my  comrades  of 
his  action.  This  happened 
every  morning  whilst  I 
was  there, and  he  also  brought 
sweets.  Talking, even  on  exer¬ 
cise  was  forbidden  but  we 
were  allowed  to  disregard 
that  regulation. 

On  our  way  to  our  next 
court  appearance  I  saw  a 
newspaper  poster  on  'Prisoners 


do  it  himself.  He  ordered  a 
sergeant  and  soldiers  to  do 
it  and  they  did  not  like  it 
at  all  and  were  most  em¬ 
barrassed  as  we  stood  there 
with  arms  folded  and  as  stiff 
as  ramrods. 


his  office.  Cne  warder  got 
very  officious;  told  us  to 
stand  to  attention,  stop 
talking,  and  gave  me  a  push. 
We  did  not  like  this  one  bit 
and  we  got  hold  of  him  and 
put  him  on  the  floor,  telling 


Police  Chief  Inspector 

— : — ow  tetotN  - 

Becaee  Conwtont  of  Peveril 
C*M>  after  the  'riot*  and 
'Used'  Mason  with  a  gift 
of  taee  rabbits! 


Came  the  dawn  and  we  were 
still  afloat  and  were  spotted 
by  a  Scottish  fishing  boat, 
the  "Violet  Rose*.  "Vhat  art 
you  doing  of  oourtt.  Do  you 
wont  a  tou?"  they  hailed.  We 
refused  their  kind  offer 
shouting  that  we  were  fishing 
and  they  sailed  on,  but  later 
in  the  morning  two  aircraft 
appeared  to  be  searching  so 
we  stopped  rowing  to  make  it 
more  difficult  to  be  spotted. 

About  10  am  we  were  app¬ 
roached  by  the  naval  patrol 
boat  *B6  Orchard"  so  we  ag¬ 
ain  stopped  rowing  and  uncon¬ 
cernedly  ate  our  apples.  I 
thought  'this  is  it'  and 
could  hardly  believe  it  when 
they  moved  off  after  giving 
them  our  'fishing'  answer  to 
their  enquiry. 

I  '6uests‘  of  "HMS  Radiant" 

We  continued  rowing  until 
about  3  pm  when  we  were 
spotted  by  another  naval  pat¬ 
rol  boat  and  this  time  I  knew 
it  must  be  the  end.  They  made 
straight  for  us,  circled  ar¬ 
ound, their  guns  trained  on  us 
and  the  decks  lined  with 
armed  sailors.  A  boat  was 
launched  with  a  dozen 
crew  who  took  us  in  tew  and 
hauled  us  on  deck,  telling  us 
we  were  under  arrest. 


and  the  deck  lined  with  armed  sailors  f 


BATTERED  BUT 

UNBOWED 
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POLITICAL  PRISONERS 
of  CAMP  X  *  4. 


escape  through  tunnel"  and  I 
thought  at  first  that  sore 
had  escaped,  but  I  was  soon 
to  learn  that  it  was  us  to 
whoa  It  referred. 

In  Court  I  net  Sergeant 
Gale,  the  police  officer  I 
had  previously  told  I  had  got 
out  over  the  wire.  He  was  a 
disappointed  man  and  would 
not  speak  to  me. Me  were  again 
remanded  to  Douglas  Jail  and 
sent  for  trial  in  November. 

Much  of  the  time  during 
the  8  week  remand  was  spent 
on  reading  from  books  drawn 
from  the  library  as  remand 
prisoners  were  not  permitted 
to  work.  I  had  for  many  years 
suffered  with  Osteomylytis, 
and  had  a  diseased  bone  in  ay 
right  arm  which  started  to 
give  a  great  deal  of  pain.  I 
saw  the  doctor  but  the  only 
treatment  I  could  get  was 
aspirin  and  stoat  was  really 
needed  was  an  operation. 

With  us  in  the  prison  were 
three  Anglo-ltalians  doing  6 
months  for  some  trouble  in 
their  canp,  a  soldier, and  a 
sailor  from  Wood  Green  who 
was  a  communist.  Later, three 
newcomers  arrived  all  Dutch¬ 
men.  Meerean,  a  Dutch  naval 
officer;  Schultz,  a  pilot  of 
the  Dutch  Air  Lines,  and  Van 
Per  Boon,  a  merchant  seaman. 
They  had  previously  escaped 
from  their  camp, taken  a  sail¬ 
ing  boat  into  the  Irish  Sea 
but  a  storm  springing  up 
drove  them  around  the  Island 
into  Hiitehaven  on  the 
Clmhorland  coast .  It  was 
bad  luck  for  without  the 
storm  they  would  nave  made 
it  to  Ireland. 

At  the  trial  on  November 
18th, 1941,  I  was  given  6 
months  hard  labour,  Harry 
receiving  9  months, and  Walker 
12  months.  I  then  became  el- 
i gable  for  work  on  moil  bags 
and  for  the  last  3  months  be¬ 
came  an  expert  in  the  chopp¬ 
ing  of  firewood. 

At  the  end  of  my  term 
I  was  collected  by  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Police*  who  in 
my  absence  had  taken  over  the 
running  of  the  Camp,  the  Army 
only  acting  as  perimeter 


Mason  Today 


ra 

ESCAPED  FASCI 
CAUGHT 

'  « l.  C. 


hurchill  Orde 
Mot  Camp  Gi^ 


UEFS  CHOSEN  WlTIIi 


outside 


No  plans  now  for  tunnels,  ot¬ 
oscopes.  or  other  adventures 
at  his  "Mason's  Place'hoae  In 
tn  South  Australia. 

But  don't  rely  on  It. 

You  never  can  te1\  with 
Arthur  'Wakey'  Mason I 


MYSTERIOUS  "  MR.  X, 


Ihouaht  thv  boat  batonced  ta  Wilkir'i 
■Coiuart"  and  bad  aa  Idea  II  m 
Ualvn  *1  aavar  Mate  Iha  boa!;  I 
never  broil,  and  enured  Iha  wele- 
haaaa.  I  daaai  hnavvlarvjyir 


and  other  requirements  that 
Mrs .Cowell  had  kindly  given 
to  me. 

I  was  finally  released 
after  3%  years  detention  on 
the  eve  of  The  Leader's 
birthday,  15th  Moveaber  1943. 
There  was  all  the  usual  reg¬ 
ulations  and  restrictions 
including  reporting  to 
the  police  which  lasted  until 
May  9th. 1945. 

Shortly  after  my  release  I 
received  a  letter  stating 
that  I  had  not  registered  for 
military  service !  I  had  in 
fact  done  so  in  1940  but 
apparently  the  building  where 
1  signed  an  had  been  banbed 
and  burnt  out. 

I  refused  to  sign  again 
saying  I  had  registered  once 
but  things  had  now  changed. 

If  I  was  a  traitor  from 
1940  to  1943  I  must  still  be 
one  as  ay  views  had  not 
changed. 

I  continued  bo  refuse  to 
reelgn  far  the  reasons  given 
and  in  due  course  they  gave 
up  and  left  me  alone. 

My  old  Limehouse  Branch's 
George  Dunlop  got  me  a  Job  in 
a  paper  factory  but  1  lost  it 
after  a  year  when  1  was 
recognised  by  a  person  who 
know  me  before  the  war.  After 
that  I  managed  bo  get  Jobs 
with  old  British  Union 
comrades  and  1  survived. 


Field-day  for  wartime  media 


started  to  give  trouble  egarh 
and  I  applied  to  the  Army 
Medical  Officer,  Mb 
Flouerieu,  for  hospital  treat¬ 
ment.  He  refused  it. Said  1 
was  a  trouble  maker, and  dis¬ 
missed  me.  Fortunately  I  had 
been  aoccnpanied  by  our  own 
detainee  Medical  Officer, 
Professor  Bode, and  he  report¬ 
ed  what  had  happened  to  the 
Pplioe  Comandant  who  timed - 
lately  put  me  into  the  Canp 
Hospital.  Two  days  later  1 
was  in  Douglas's  ttablm  Hoap- 


three  weeks  after  Mr.Hanpton, 
a  very  kind  surgeon,  had 
performed  an  operation  to 
open  and  drain  the  bane. 

Back  in  canp  I  was  event¬ 
ually  permitted  to  work  on  a 
dairy  farm  owned  by  a  Mr.Ttaa 
Cowell ■  He  and  his  wife  were 
a  nice  couple  with  two  child¬ 
ren.  I  used  to  obtain  from 
the  farm  the  feed  for  the 
many  rabbits  I  was  new  breed¬ 
ing,  carrying  it  in  a  sack 
under  which  lay  hidden  food 


How  about  tame  rahblts? 


I  was  taken  before  the  new 
Cenp  Oormamdant ,  Stan  Ogden, 
former  Chief  Inspector  of  the 
Met's  west  End  Central 
Police.  He  lectured  oe  on  the 
error  of  my  weys  and  then 
suggested  I  should  hove  an 
interest.  "low  about  tan* 
rabbits*  he  said.  To  show  I 
was  really  a  reasonable  sort 
of  chap  I  agreed  and  he  found 
me  some.  Later,  rabbit  stew 
was  often  on  the  menu. 

Sane  weeks  later  my  arm 


BLACKSHIRT  GORILLAS’ 7 

Just  a  few  of  Nason's  British  baton  cavades  lo  Peverll 
Concentration  Coop. The  fuller  press's  'blackshirt  fori  11 as'  who 
could  not  answer  hack.  ItoN.TU  FOULER,  LARRY  RORIRSOH,  HARRY 
WlYBRtAO  -  who  arc  still  with  us  -  JOHfl  WYMN .  FCRfl.  and  RILL 
LATOn  Ww  passed  awejr  la  February.  UMtbread  assisted  Nason  In 
hit  first  escape.  John  Wynn, an  RFC  pilot  lo  World  Bar  I  died  lo 
1960.  la  1  M3. after  his  release. he  produced  with  great  courage. 
"It  Night  Nave  Happened  to  You*. a  40-page  taposurtof  the  plight 


of  Britain's  political  prisoners  and  the  Injustice  of  del 
Of  British  subjects  without  any  charge  aade  against  them. 


COMRADE 


February/March  1989 


II 


you  «a 

REMEMBER.  .1. 


© 


Much  Honey  among  the  Vitriol 


F.J.RVEALE  Who  died 
in  1976,  was  a  prominent 
martoer  of  the  oonnunityin 
Brighton  and  also  a  prom¬ 
inent  member  of  Brighton 
Branch  British  Union.  By 
profession  he  was  a  sol- 
itor  and  oonducted  his 
own  practice.  He  was  also 
a  prolific  writer  and  a 

regular  contributor  to 
'The  nineteenth® 


'Frederic*  the  Great’ 11935] , 


but  it  was  after  the  Second 
World  war  that  he  really 
showed  vhat  he  was  made  of. 
At  a  time  vhen  the  victors 
were  baying  for  blood  (at 
Tehran, when  Churchill  handed 
Stalin  a  "Sword  of  Honour", 
Stalin  demanded  that 
Churchill  and  Roosevelt  agree 
that  50,000  German  officers 
should  be  sumrari  ly  shot) 
Frederick  Veale  published  a 
book  entitled  'Advance  too 
Barbarism*  in  vhich  he  point- 
ed  out  that  an  appalling 
precedent  the  verdicts  of  the 
International  Military  Tri¬ 
bunal  had  created.  For  their 
judgements  meant  that  in  any 
future  war  the  Actairals, 
Generals  and  Air  Marshals  of 
a  defeated  side  could  expect 
to  be  oondenned  to  death  for 
obeying  the  orders  of  their 
government.  This  was  also  the 
view  of  Field  Marshal 
Viscount  Montgomery. 

The  dangers  of  such 
'Victors  Justice*  and  of  an 
interpretation  of  Inter¬ 
national  law  that  meant  that 
a  tribunal  could  not  be 
challenged  by  counsel,  de¬ 
fendants  or  prosecution,  and 
that  its  judgement  was  final 
and  not  subject  to  appeal, 
was  immediately  apparent  to 
Or. William  R  Inge, the  famous 
‘Gloomy  Dean'  of  St.Paul's 
who  readily  contributed  an 
Introduction  to  this  book. 

In  1956,  Frederick  Veale 
published  'Crises  Discreetly 


Evidently  Mosley 
Is  now  considered 
a  likely  subject 
for  GCE  'A'  Level.  TMs 
at  least  16  the 
suggestion  stated  on 
the  cover  of  a  masterly 
300-page  hardback  book 
published  last  year  by 
Manchester  University 
Press:  illusions _ of 


Although  the  author  has  not 
unearthed  any  new 
discoveries  froa  his 
extensive  research,  his 
analysis  Is  reaarkably 
fresh.  Be  starts  by  stating 
that  the  BU's  threat  to  the 
establishment  lny*  In  the 
potentlnl  appeal  of  its 
populist  political  stance 
which  incorporated 
Ideological  currents  froa 
both  left  and  right...  to 
establish  n  government  of 
national  consensus' .  Be 
takes  the  Leftist 
definition  of  fascists 
heavily  to  tash,  ridiculing 
the  view  that  they  were  * 
thugs  financed  by... the  big 
capitalist'  far  this  falls 
to  acknowledge  thes  as 
'fired  by  the  genuine 
protest  of  those  whoa  the 
left  had  failed  to 
attract. ' 

‘the  Authoritarian  Centre' 

oewl6  Bees  three  categories 
of  fascist.  First,  there 
were  the  traditionalists 
who  despised  modernity  and 
longed  to  return  to  a  more 
secure  pest.  Then  there 
were  those  who  perceived  BU 
as  'e  form  of  socialism 
made  viable  by  Its  national 


Veiled* ,  a  devastating  ex¬ 
posure  of  the  Stalin  Myth, 
the  ghastly  Katyn  Massacre, 
which  the  Russians  tried  to 
pin  on  the  Germans ,  the 
murder  of  Mussolini,  the 
crimes  of  Dr. Pet lot,  and  the 
unjust  treatment  of  Admiral 
Reeder  and  other  German 
German  officers  -  Reader's 
real  crime  being  that  he  had 
captured  Norway  before  the 
British. 

The  foreword  to  this  book 
was  contributed  by  no  less 
a  person  than  Lord  Hank,  ay , 
who  had  been  Secretary  to  the 
Inperial  Vfar  Cabinet  in  the 
First  World  *fer.  Organiser 
of  the  1919  Peace  Conference, 
and  a  Minister  in  the  War 
Cabinet  in  1939  and  1940.  in 
1950, lord  Hankey  had  himself 


context*.  However,  the  true 
Ideology  was  understood 
only  by  a  third  category: 
the  ‘genuine  fascists'  who 
sought  to  rise  above  class 
warfare  ' through  mediation 
end  enforced  synthesis. ' 
Although  a  movement  of  the 
centra,  he  seas  fesclss  es 
the  mirror-image  of  liber¬ 
alism.  the  Authoritarian 
Centre.  The  attempt  to 
synthesise  countless  oppo¬ 
sites  requires  constant  em¬ 
otional  appeal  to  cloee 
ranks  through  natioral 
unity  and  loyalty  to  the 
Leader. 


Book 

Review 


Blackshirt  East  End 
growth  Impressive 


The  author  acknowledges 
that  BO's  growth  In  East 
London  was  Impressive  for 
It  had  'established  Itself 
strongly  by  1936  end  had 
built...  mass  support.*  This 
was  the  result  of  BO 
recognition  of  'social  end 
economic  deprivation,  Its 
overcrowding,  Its  squalor 
end  neglect'.  A  fair 
ettenpt  Is  sade  to  analyse 
the  reel  causes  of  racial 
tensions  which  will  earn 
the  book  no  friends  among 
today's  "Race  Relations 
Industry" . 

Uorld  Mar  11  — 
Mosley  was  Right 


It  is  on  the  BO's  peace 
campaign  that  Lewis  really 
lets  the  cat  out  of  the 
bag.  Be  admits  'the 
territorial  ambitions  of 


criticised  the  "newel  legal 
proposition  that  an  accuser 
is  a  fit  person  to  act  as 
judge  of  his  own  charges'  in 
a  book  entitled  "POLITICS: 
Trials  and  Errors". 

After  June  1941  the  suc¬ 
cessful  prosecution  of  the 
war,  argued  Veale,  necessi¬ 
tated  the  creation  of  con¬ 
venient  fictions,  and  "the 
most  important  of  these 

fictions  concerned  the 

character  of  Joe  Stalin." 
Thus  rose  the  Stalin  Myth. 

The  author  had  a  very 
telling  turn  of  phrase,  ex¬ 
emplified  by  the  following 
quotation  from  page  21  of 
Crimes  Discreetly  veiled. 
"Uhen  in  1941  Hitler  inoad 


Hitler  lay  prlaclpally  to 
the  east*.  Mosley  proposed 
British  Empire  Isolationism 
'although  he  did  also 
propose  treaties  with 
France  end  the  USA  Just  la 
case  Bitler  proved 

untrustworthy' .  The  chapter 
concludes  that  Mosley's 

proposals  lor  peace  were 
rational,  and,  to  varying 
degrees,  valid. .he  grasped 
correctly  the  way  in  which 
war  would  alter  the  world, 
and  Britain's  place  within 
it,  irrevocably* .  There  are 
harsh  words  for  Home  Sec¬ 
retary  Herbert  Morrison  on 
18B:  126  detainees  were 

held  in  prison  'in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  spec¬ 
ific  advice  of  the  oonmittee 
which  had  examined  them,... 
Morrison's  judgement  was 
coloured  by  his  loathing  of 
the  BUF  and  by  a  bond  of 
hatred,  .matured  poisonous  ly 
for  almost  two  decades '  .BU’s 
*pre  war  foreign  policy.... 
had  never  involved  disloy¬ 
alty  to  Britain  or  subserv¬ 
ience  to  foreign  fascist 
influences'  so  there  could 
be  no  other  explanation. 

If  you  think  all  this  seems 
too  good  to  be  true,  you 
would  be  right.  After 
showing  clear  msignt. 
Lewis  comes  to  conclusions 
that  contradicts  what  he 
has  written  before.  He 
states  that  the  Corporate 
State  'would  In  all 
liklihood  have  amounted  to 
. .  .a  reactionary  capitalist 
dictatorship'  .And  there  are 
charges  of  sexism, racism,  A 
brutality. 


uniem  uaa  on 


a 


a  hurry  had  low  been the 
accepted  oieu  of  the  Kngliah- 
speaking  intelligentsia.  Whan 
urged  to  accept  this 
t new  by  the  pot  iticiana ,  the 
man-in-the-atreat  naturally 
found  little  difficulty  ui th 
complying.  Once  accept eJt  it 
woe  but  a  abort  a  tap  to 

agreeing  that  Stalin  uaa 

really  only  a  aort  of 
Georgian  counterpart  of  Hr. 
Gladstone" 

It  is  comforting  to  know 
that  his  two  inpoctant  books 
are  still  in  print  in  the 
United  States  and  also 

available  in  Britain. 

we  salute  our  old  comrade 
-  a  respected  lawyer  and  a 
hraw  and  honest  searcher 
after  historical  truth  and 

justice.  PETER  MARCV 


COMRADE 


Coimramoration  Sinner 


around  hi*  after  a am  groat 
mooting  or  outnatend  fight 
and  hoar  that  daep  strength¬ 
ening  'BnOIMER  BLA3GJUKTS' , 
willing  ua  to  fight  on,  what¬ 
ever  the  odds*. 

wo  cannot  aay  precisely  how 
the  fruits  of  our  endeavours 
will  infold. But  far  all  those 
present, one  thing  WBS  clear. 


OSWALD  MOSLEY 
The  Twentieth  Century’s 
Legacy  to  Eternity 


of  the  little  ran  of  tlx 
establishment,  the  hacks  ol 
Fleet  Street  and  Westminster 


the  facade  of  lhatcheritc 
success  that  could  not  hide 
the  misery  of  millions  still 
workless  and  80 , 000  classified 
as  homeless  in  London.  But  it 
was  hyper- inflation, which  by 
Its  nature  would  be  felt  by 
all,  that  would  prove  the  cata¬ 
lyst  of  great  change.  “There 
Is  today  a  political  vacuum 
which  cannot  last,  we  wl  1 1 
fill  lt.“ 

Michael  Quill  reported  on 
the  growing  Interest  in  acad¬ 
emic  circles  in  Mosley's 
Movement’s  and  gave  PQM's 
undertaking  to  give  all  help 
possible  to  researchers. A  new 
generation  was  looking  for 
answers, no  longer  satisfied 
with  the  naive  Leftist  or 
Liberal  dogma  which  for  years 
has  sufficed  as  a  true  history 
of  Mosley's  challenge. 

John  Christian,  editor  of 
Comrade, warmly  introduced  old. 
comrades  “with  us  for  the 
first  time*  including  four 
British  Union  District  Leaders 
symbolic  of  the  real  truth  of 
British  Union’s  post  and  the 
Second  Mar's  ‘Falsehood  in 
Wartime' . 

Ted  Fowler,  DA.  Bromley  and 
Cyril  Plankett,  D/L  N/Bft 
Bethnal  Green  after  the  leg- 
endry  Kick  Clarke.  Doth  were 
imprisoned  without  charge 
or  trial  in  the  last  war. 

In  the  same  war.  Bon  Webb, 
D/L  watfotd  was  losing  an  eye 
fighting  in  Normandy  in  the 
6th  Airborne  Division, and  the 
D/L  itocMood.who  in  this  report 
:>hall  be  nameless, was  sur¬ 
viving  two  tours  of  operations 
as  air-gunner  in  the  RAF, 
receiving  the  Distinguished 
Flying  Cross. 

In  his  toast  to  Absent 
Friends  he  explained  why 
Mosley's  obituary  would  never 
appear  in  Comrade.  “because 
for  us  Mosley  is  still  alive. 
He  lives  within  all  of  ua. 
Looking  across  this  roam  with 
eyes  half -closed  I  can  eee  hi* 
rising  to  speak.  As  the  sera* 
sharpes  1  see  ua  gathering 


Fro*  all  over  Britain 
they  came ,  from  mainland 
Birope, from  the  United 
States.  And  when  they 
could  not  come  they  sent 
their  tributes  to  the  larg¬ 
est  gathering  ever  ass¬ 
embled  to  conmemor a  te 
Oswald  Moo ley.  Fran  out  of 
the  past  came  old  British 
Onion  District  leaders, 
sharing  their  homage  with 
the  younger  generations  Uio 
were  unborn  when  they  were 
in  the  van  of  Mosley's 


JEREMY  WALKER 


And  some  afterthought 


Mr  wife  and  I  greatly  enjoyed  the  Co— miration  Olnner 
and  1  could 'nt  help  thinking  during  the  excellent 
speeches  how  far  we  In  Great  Britain  have  sunk  since  the 
election  caapalga  In  1969  when  Mosley  warned  us  that  If  the 
tnflwa  of  M  grants  Into  this  country  was  not  stopped  by 
returning  hi*  to  Farl1aaent.lt  would  be  too  late. How  right 
be  was  I 

Mow  far  we  have  sunk  in  thirty  years.  He  thought  that 
things  were  bad  then... look  at  us  now!  Whole  boroughs  have 
been  totally  transformed  so  that  they  now  reseahle  Boofeay 
or  Calcutta.  In  sour  schools  It  Is  hard  to  find  a  white 
pupil.  'Top  of  the  Pops'  is  dominated  by  Blacks.  Nearly 
every  actor  seems  to  be  'having  It  off*  with  a  x—mr  of  a 
different  race;  or  the  sane  sea;  or  both.  Everyone  In  the 
public  eye  Is  on  speed;grass, drink. or  sniffing  'coke*.  You 
cannot, It  appears, buya  newspaper  or  packet  of  sweets  with¬ 
out  encountering  a  dusky  face.  Television  newscasters  are 
fro*  the  minority  races  In  far  greater  proportion  than 
their  national  percentage.  The  lists  are  endless! 

tet  what  are  we  doing.  There  we  were  dining;  so*  one 
hundred  and  thirty.  mxny  of  us  old  campaigners  who.  though 
we  *ay  be  getting  an  In  years  can  still  wage  a  propaganda 
war  against  what  we  know  to  be  wrong. 

After  Mosley  fought  for  Britain  till  his  last  breath.  Me 
Should  surely  be  doi r*j  the  sa*e.  After  all  we  can't  live 
for  ever  and  we  have  our  children  and  the  future  genera t- 
lons  to  think  of.  How  we  can  look  around  the  grltaln  of  to- 


Oan  Hampton,  who  last  year 
regained  the  Red  Rose  tor 
England  from  Kinnock ' s  un¬ 
worthy  grasp, and  was  glad  to 
see  so  many  in  evidence,  re¬ 
minded  us  that  the  Hose  should 
also  be  worn  on  November  16, 
Oswald  Mosley  Day:D;g  Dan  had 
worn  his  to  work  in  Snithfield 
Market  and  made  sure  all  who 
asked  vas  told  the  reason  shy . 
The  news  spread  and  before 
long  one  colleague  was  con¬ 
vinced  he  had  hear  it  on  his 
car  radio  that  morning! 

lady  Mosley  told  of  the 
success  of  her  complaint  to 
the  Press  Council  on  distort¬ 
ions  of  truth  about  O.M.  in 
the  national  press .The  recent 
re-showing  of  John  Freeman's 
1960s  interviews  'Face  to 
Face*  revived  her  memories  of 
the  34-year  BBC  ban  an  her 
husband.  Freeman  had  wanted 
to  include  O.M.  but  later  ad¬ 
mitted  : “We  weren't  allowed*. 
“This  was  the  democracy  that 
hundreds  of  young  British 
Ikiion  servicemen  died  to  de¬ 
fend  in  the  Brother's  Mar*, 
said  lady  Mosley. 

Ranald  Creasy  said  that  all 
i*io answered  Sir  Oswald's  call 
nvist  also  win  the  battle  with¬ 
in  themselves  while  gaining 
the  minds  of  others  :0nly  then 
could  the  creative  instrument 
be  built  wherein  generations 
to  cone  will  find  their 
salvation  and  peace. 

'Comrade's  contributor  from 
mainland  Europe,  “Rifleman* , 
spoke  of  the  Cause  destined  to 
have  an  even  greater  future 
than  its  already  illustrious 
past.  In  a  heartfelt  call  to 
action  he  called  for  all 
present  to  spare  no  effort  in 
the  enlightenment  of  others : a 
solemn  responsibility  we  all 
carried  because  v*  alone  were 
privileged  to  have  learnt  the 
truth  from  O.M. 


day  without  nausea  from  a  sense  of  great  tr. 
think. 

See  you  at  the  next  'do' 


puapllnents  to  all  concerned  for  organising  a  first  class 
Ijcoranoralton  Olnner.  And  for  “Covade*.  as  good  as  I 
have  come  to  expect. 

The  aim  of  “Coxw-ade*  Is  to  teach  the  truth  and  expose  the 
greatest  lie  -  that  the  followers  and  believers  of  the 
philosophies  of  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  were  traitors  to  their 
Country. 

I  believe  that  “Coax-ade*  has  gone  a  long  way  towards  this 
aim  and  the  tine  has  com  to  spread  the  w>rd  to  a  ouch 
larger  public. I  travel  a  great  deal  In  Europe  and  every¬ 
where  I  go  I  speak  openly  and  unashamedly  of  uy  convictions 
■nd  my  drea*  of  •  New  Europe  based  on  the  Ideas  expounded 
by  O.M.,.  and  everywhere  I  meet  with  agreement. 

mV«  love  our  countries,  but  ue  must  extend 
th/xl  Iniuizthe  ideal  and  the  practical  alike  neu 


Thus  wrote  Mosley  In  1947  and  this  holds  good  today.  I 
ask  all  those  who  love  their  country  to  read  Chapter  73 
of  *MT  LIFE*  and  acquaint  themselves  thoroughly  with  It. 

Then  go  out  and  expounds  these  Ideas  to  all  and  sundry. 

If  everyone  who  attended  the  C<— ration  Dinner  spoke 
to  SO  people  throughout  the  ensuing  year  I  an  sure  that 
a  flane  would  be  lit  In  the  hearts  of  auny  of  our  British 
people  and  perhaps  we  would  see  owe  again  a  GREAT 
Britain. 

tet  us  make  Mosley's  Cowemoratlon  Olnner  a 


Bouquet  for  Lady  Mosley  from 
PNM.irtfe  of  old  comrade  trie 
Slapkins  who  we  lost  last  year 


COMRADE 


O  lLADY  MOSLEY  IN  DUBUNl  O 

TT  MV  I  TED  to  debate  the  action  ’That  Liberty  rests  upon  the 
.  jJL««1e  of  Lew*  at  Oublln's  Trinity  College  Historical 
Society  In  January.  Lady  Mosley  1m  30  alaute  speech  brief¬ 
ly  touched  on  every  aspect  of  Mosley's  carear. 

Strictly  speaking  there  was  no  debate  as  She  and  her  opp¬ 
onent,  the  Earl  of  Longford. agreed  that  liberty  does  rest 
rest  upon  the  rule  of  law. 

Ah  absorbed  audience  heard 
Lady  Mosley  tell  of  Mosley's 
econoaic  policy  In  the 
thirties, resting  on  the  fact 
that  Britain  then  possessed 
a  world-wide  Empire,  cont¬ 
aining  everything  necessary 
to  ensure  that  all  Its  In¬ 
habitants  could  be  prosper¬ 
ous  .well  -fed  and  contented. 

Politicians  had  so  misman¬ 
aged  our  affairs  that  in 
Britain  Itself  Billions  were 
unemployed, appal  ling  slums, 
and  even  widespread  hunger. 

Mosley  said *M1nd  Britain's 
Business*  and  he  vigorously 
opposed  entangleaent  In  the 
of  continental  Europe  re¬ 
sulting  from  the  Treaty  of 
Versailles  after  the  first 
world  war.  When  Britain  de¬ 
clared  war  on  Germany  ’In 
1939,  he  canpalgned  all 
through  the  "phoney  war* 
months  for  a  negotiated 
peace, since  neither  Britain 
or  [up Ire  had  been  attacked. 

It  was  a  perfectly  legal 
action;  had  It  not  been  he 


February / March  J.989 


would  have  remained  silent. 
He  was  convinced  that  even 
If  we  won, we  should  lose  the 
Eaplre. 

He  and  nearly  a  thousand  of 
Ills  adherants  were  arrested 
and  imprisoned  1^  vile  con¬ 
ditions  for  years  T  Was  this 
liberty?  Was  this  the  rule  of 
law?  Wo.  It  was  the  result  of 
in  Order  In  Counci  1  nude  one 
1940  and  ia- 


evenlng  In  Hay 
pleioented  the  next 


ale 


There  was  no  charge. as  no  law 
had  been  broken, and  there  was 

wo  trial.  • 

Britain  could  hardly  have 
chosen  a  worst  preteat  for 
going  to  war  than  Poland,  so 
swollen  by  Versailles  that  31S 
of  Its  Inhabitants  were  not 
Poles. 

The  result  of  the  terrible 


he 

our 


six  years  of  war  was,  a 

foresaw,  the  loss  of _ 

Empire,  His  new  policy  was  a 
truly  united  Europe.  He  emp- 
algnedand  worked  for  this  for 
35  years, from  1945  until  his 
death  In  1980.  This  great 
Ideal  Is  •  now  becoming 


Supplied 

Motive 


CLAIMS  by  COMRADE.  [April/ 
May  1987]  that  Rudolf  Hess  was 
murdered  Is  receiving  recog¬ 
nition  in  a  wide  area  of  Indep¬ 
endent  and  official  Investi¬ 
gations. 

Scotland  Yards 's  Serious 
Crimes  Squad  have  opened  In¬ 
vestigations  and  are  to  report 
to  the  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions. 

Believed  to  be  under  strong 
pressure  from  the  Foreign  Off¬ 
ice. It  Is  understood  they  are 
having  problm' obtaining  the 
co-operation  of  official  de¬ 
partments  such  as  the  Army, 
civilian  staff  at  the  former 
Spandau  Jail, and  the  American 
Guard  who  were  posted  to  Guam 
In  the  Pacific  almost  before 
Hess  was  cold. 

One  who  at  we  go  to  press  had 
not  been  Interviewed  it  Hess's 
nurse  Abdallah  Helaouhl  who  Ins 
sworn  a  statement  and  whose 
recent  88C  TV  Interview  has 
created  some  problems  for  the 
Intended  official  'idiltewash'. 

Mess's  nurse  day  and  nigh 
for  5  years .Melaouhl  knew  him 
Intlaluly  and  he  confirmed  one 
aspect  of  COWtAOE's  story  irfilch 
had  roused  scepticism;  that 
Gorbachev  was  going  to  ralaasa 
him  and  that  Mess  knew  H.**m 
they  are  going  to  kill  me*  he 
told  his  nurse.  He  knew  there 


those  who  could  never 
permit  him  to  tell  the  full 
facts  of  his  1941 'Peace' flight 
to  Britain  and  he  did  not  mean 
the  Russians. 

Melaouhl  also  confirmed 
COMRADE'S  Story  of  the  'two 
stringers  of  Spandau  Prison'. 

"Two  non  wearing  American  uni¬ 
form.  Why  were  they  there?*. Ills 
most  Interesting  Information: 
forty  minutes  after  the  alleged 
suicide, the  electric  flea  with 
which  Mess  had  'strangled  him¬ 
self  was  still  hanging 
on  the  wall  In  Us  normal 
place  and  end  In  the  la  up  and 
the  other  In  Its  socket. 

It  Is  now  generally  accepted 
that  It  Is  British  governments 
that  are  responsible  for  Hess's 
long  obscene  Incarceration  and 
death. and  that  Oils  greatest 
of  comer  mps  will  last  amt  11 
2017  when  the  official" 


are  released. 


P*P*D 


r 


OBITUARY 


LILT 


IT  is  with  sorrow 
that  wa  hear  of 
the  death  on 
Christens  Eva  of 
LILT  Miami,  on*  of 


Clements  family  of 
members  of  British 
Union's  Bethnal 
Green  Branch. 

After  theUar  she  was  an  act¬ 
ive  nraber  of  Union  Movement's 
Shoredl fch  Branch  and  Lily  will 
also  be  re  neutered  for  tne  many 
hours  of  voluntary  wort  under¬ 
taken  In  the  earlier  years  of 
Union  Hovewnt  at  NHQ  In 
In  Vauihill  Bridge  Road. 

JOE  DOCWHA 

Another  otd  comrade  we  learn 
died  last  year .on  ?t  August. 
JOE  DOCKRA.was  a  wmer  of 


Hackney  Iranch.lrl tlsh  Union. 

In  1940/45  he  served  In  the 
Merchant  Navy  and  crewed  many 
convoys  the  conditions  of  which 
It  is  believed  led  to  his 
blindness  for  wan  years  In  the 
later  years  of  Ms  lift.  - 

After  the  war  he  was  active 
In  the  early  days  of  Union 
MoveKnt  and  occasionally  spoke 
in  East  London.  We  recall  he 
was  a  ‘mate'  of  Bobby  Pipkin 
who  later  emigrated  to 
Australia. 

ue  extend  our  condolences  to 
toe's  wife, Dotty. 

Llll  EAIflN 

4s  we  go  to  press  we  hear  of 
of  the  death  on  S  Februxry  of 
BILL  EATOh.  77.  one  of  the  few 
■men  of  British  Union  to 
to  hold  the  Gold  Distinction. 

service  and  de- 


for 

votton  to  the  Cause'. 

District  leader  of  Lancaster 
I  ranch  .he  was  1  a  tar  0/ Inspector 


“orth  Lancashire  4  Westmorland 


and  Prospective  Parliamentary 
Candidate  for  Burnley. 

1940  brought 
his  politics! 
detention  under 
188  where  he 
spent  son*  of 
his  t1«  lec¬ 
turing  fellow 
mexbers  on  econ¬ 
omics. 

In  later  years 

he  was  for  a  nua4>er  “of  years 
Chairman  of  the  Governor's 
Coeml  tte*  of  Lancaster  Gramw 
School .  where  he  had  been  a 
peplYT 

Although  predeceased  by  Mrs. 
Eaton, Bill  died  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore  the  50th  anniversary  of 
his  wedding  as  the  war  clouds 
gathered  in  1939. _ 


What 


a  hope! 

>e  files 


Me  wager  that 
like  the  files  of  Britain's 
political  prisoners,  they  have 


already  been  destroyed. 

Mho  or  what  Is  being  covered 
up  ss  speculated. Somcoin*  at~Tt.e 


top  they  say.  Mho  mas  at  the 


very  top? 
Churchill . 


In  Jflemoriam 

'Marti  the  sound  of  maav  voices. 

Echoes  through  th»  vale  of  aocs. 

Srltalo  listens  aod  rvjolcet. 
Catloa  oo  Tradition's  aoees _ • 

AMOMEMS.C.J.D.:  Canterbury  §U: 

K  febrwerv  IMP 
AVERT  .Capt.t.r. Sill 'tSowdlm  ton 
Ml  t  loeeom  IM:Xt  n.the  eldest 
Chelsea  Pensioners  earner?  1476 
KqXTT.Jo*:  Irltlsh  l  tm>lr* 

Heavyweight  Sox  log  Chum.  1814- 
71:  4U .wartime  1M  political 
prl  some:  Foundation  mUier  union 
Movement.  March  14tS 

CAPLCT0aj..'Caoe':4U  DA  Croydon: 
led  Iraadi  to  win  action  Salas 
Canister  O/lnspector :!M  pol¬ 
itical  prisoner  :Br1sto1  Union 
Movemnt.  March  1441 

a«TT0a. Charlie:  Cast  London  iu  S 
UM  Drum  Corps :popular  beater  of 
•big  drum'.  17  March  147B 

OOWOyAM.J.E:  seaman  ■*•*>«•  r  tlwe- 
howse  BU:  'Action*  contributor 
•Don  leresford'  February  1411 
East  London  IU  I  l»l: 

ry  1474 


LA  TOO. Marry: 


LL”!?x 


February  |47t 
|  eat  1 1  ogham  »U  -  TUB 

political  prisoner:  March  ITS? 
fULLWJIO-4a.  J.f.C.  C»  CM  »SO: 
Una  export  .art  Htary  thinker  and 
writer:  organised  Irltlsh  Una 
Forces  world  war  l:mmr  and 
Prospective  ParltanenUry  Cx no¬ 
de  te  Westminster  St.  Coot-on 

Irltlsh  Union.  10  fobrmrv  lets 


MAMILIOH.SIr  Archibald:  popular 
Su  btler  st  Sdl toy  llactthlrt 
Coops.  March  1414 

HOOtIR.lt  1 1  :Shoredltch  Union  How- 
March  1444 


ant. 

HETT.A.E.sRU  Prospective  Parlla- 
CandldaU  kings  Lyme  i  in  pol¬ 
itical  prisoner.  March  1474 
STEELE . Copt. C.M.;4U  Parliamentary 


Candidate  Gal1dford:Aftor  Injury 
from  brick  on  llactthlrt  earth. 

February  HIS 
WWfCB .Janes  M:  Sgt .  7$  Canadian  It 


1I!4-I«:M  OA  Dorset  earth: II 
political  prisoner  I laO: speaker 
IIM.  Marcs  mi 


BILL  BRAT 


former  District  Free  surer  of 
British  Unlon't  Birmingham 
Central  Branch, and  later  01st- 
L aider  of  the  Mandsworth 
Branch, and  I8B  political  pris¬ 
oner  .BTLLBRAf.  73,  died  on  3rd 
Oecenoer  last. 

till's  son  Michael  wow'd  Ilka 
to  hear  from  any  of  his  old 
comrades  that  might  be 
all ve, to  recount  their  memories 
of  their  time  In  British  Uuloa. 

Please  write  c/o  COMRADE. 


i  * 
* 
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MAY-DAY  BUFFET  SUPPER 
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NOW  SPEAKS  for  the  Indigenous  British. whose  Mlor  crlae  Is  the  belief  In 


that  basic  law  of  nature  -  the  oeroetuatlon  of  one's  own  kind  . 


_  __  Yesterday's  patriots.  Today's  'rascIsts'P 


1339  AS  THEN  -  AS 


NOW 


CONSPIRACY 
OF  SILENCE 


A  QUESTION  IN  THE  HOUSE  QPOCWOG  half  a  century  ago  Is  of  ln^xirtanoe  today, 
not  only  for  appraisal  of  Mosley  and  British  union's  place  in  the  history 
of  the  1930s,  but  because  the  6ane  charge  can  be  made  in  relation  to  what 
many  believe  to  be  the  aoet  serious  of  Britain's  problems  in  her  long  history. 

During  a  debate  on  the  Press  in  1939,  Lt.Ool .J.T.C. Moore  Brabazon  drew  atten¬ 
tion  to  "an  arrangement  or  conspiracy  exists  within  our  Press"  not  to  mention 
Mosley  or  British  Union. 

Bari  Mnterbon,  replying  for  the  Government,  confessed  a  measure  of  agreement  and 
wondered  whether  the  questions  would  "be  reported  in  the  Press  and  Oksther  there 
will  be  an  answer  to  it  in  the  Press". 


ation  of 


Mi  1 1  •  ■ .  ,^WZ7^W‘j  'i.  ' .  v  ■" 


Igratlon  from  the 
world*  whilst  it  built 


BMaiMWd 


jgjgjPBHjaagEafii 


-n'i 


reply 

to  the  chall 

the 

u.i'j.'j.iF 


What  They 


S 


Extract  from  by  Lieut. -Colouei  /.  T.  C.  Moore-Rroboxom  im 

the  House  of  Commons ,  February  15.  1959. 

"...  Oswald  Motley,  althowqK  km  b  the  leader  of  a  political  party. 
It  aot  mentioned  at  all.  That  mm%t  be  became  ioma  farm  of  arrange 
moat  and  conspiracy  eiiiti  within  oar  Pratt.  If  that  It  to,  wa  hove 
oat  a  free  Pratt,  and  that  ttota  of  affaire  thoald  ha  olterad.**  (Hansard, 
col.  1tl4.) 

kart  I V inter! on  later  in  the  same  debate ,  said  : — 

"lot  there  ora  aaa  or  two  enriaat  feature*  of  I  r  Hi  eh  Pratt  aawt 
la  recent  yeore  which  roite  a  point  never  raited  In  thit  Haata  before, 
to  far  at  I  am  aware.  The  matter  wat  referred  fa  aba  by  the  Han. 


mmm mSSmm, 


bom  exit  of 
tribe? 

At  first  voluntarll 


etc 


silence  new  exists. legalised 


of  the 


it:  1*  4*  r  ,i 


.tjcYciLut'aacff 


la  way  W  Urn 


»ka  aaaor  kai  •  ray  art  of  kh  i 

bwtwM  Fraw.  Ha  «M  wkot  tka  oaalaaaMaa  w. 

Ha  will  ayrto  <kat  It  k  aat  wy  daty  to  gtoa  aa  tialaaatii 
I  da  aat  kaaw  M  aad  kacawaa  Hkai  aatkiay  to  da  wHk  tka  Si 
U*  amir  aa  •  mattar  af  ktoraot.  I  aka  Hr.  ra.akl.. 
W.ak.r  a.  IUi  Haaaa  aad  aa(  a.  a  UaUar,  Ml  waada 

I  w.adar.  far  Oku,  wkatfcar  Sa  qaaaSaa  aW.d  kf  dka  Ha 


I  ky  a.  Wa  ka  r^lrtad  la  IWhwI' 
'  aaawar  to  H  la  to  Fraao.  I  kava  aat  I 
taa  la.  (Ha, lord,  IIM/Al.) 


WAtr  plonaar  Lt.Col.Moora  Irabaioa 
-  kakaldaaUtor'icartlftcatako.l, 
tad  had  kaaa  a  racing  ao tori it  aad 
■at  a  fcob-ilclyk  racord  Haidar.  Ha 
■ai  aaa  af  tk  faa  faarlau  aat- 
tpokaa  NFa  la  tka  Ifjf  Kouta  of 
Ciann.ai  aaa  Lard  Hlatartaa  Wo 
had  kald  a  aatotr  of  go  i  art  at 
porn.  Aftar  tka  oar  ka  bacaaa 
Fatter  af  tka  Houm. 


n«t  aay  dlallka  Sir  Oraald 
Unoil.r.tat  a  Prato  Wrick  I.. 
norrt  aaatlagt  at  aklch  audl.ncai 
aaoaat  ta  aaay.aaay  thaatanda.at 
a  tlaa  aad  art  nad  La  fraat 
aathatlata.caaaot  profatt  to  ka 
a  naraiwtotla  fmt.Aad  dm 


fcaaia 
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^^riginal  ly  rev  lowed  by 
\^>oidan  Beckwel  1  In 
our  March  Issue  last 
year, "iron?  BKTftATl TP*  by 


in  paperback ,  l  [\taknorth 
IB. 96 1 

Here  are  some  further 
revealing  passages  choeen 
by  PETER  MACEY  who 
believes  this  to  be  one 
of  the  most  inportant 
examples  of  Revisionist 
scholarship  to  be 
published  since  1945. 


CHURCHILL  AND 


A  Press  and  Parliament 


FALSEHOOD 


tJCORPORATED 


THE  HULL  MEETING  In 
Septenber  1936. A  bullet 
Is  fired  at  Mosley's  car 

an  essentially  ocmnunist 
line  at  the  time, the  reason 


MOSLEY'S  HADIO 


MOSLEY 


Among  those  listening 
to  King  George  V  as 
he  broadcast  his  opening 
remarks  at  the  Five  Power 
Naval  Conference  in  1930 
were  two  men  who  were  to 
have  important , but  starkly 
contrasted  careers  over  the 
next  decade.  One, Sir  Oswald 
Hosjey, was  a  junior  Minister 
in  the  Government  of  the 
day  j  the  other,  Winston 
Churchill , was  seen  as  a 
figure  with  a  great  past  but 
uncertain  future,  isolated 
from  the  main  stream  of  his 
party's  political  thought. 
By  the  end  of  the  decade 
Mosley  had  become  the  leader 
of  a  party  of  his  own  cre¬ 
ation, the  British  Onion, and 
was  fighting  a  rear-guard 
action  to  bring  about  peace 
before  the  'phoney  war' 
that  followed  Germany's 
occupation  of  Poland  had  a 
chance  to  deteriorate  into 
a  greater  aonflict.Churchill 
on  the  other  hand,  was  a 
timber  of  the  war  Cabinet 
and  as  actively  engaged  in 
the  nation's  affairs  as  he 
had  been  in  the  First  Nbrld 
war.  A  few  months  later 
Churchill  was  to  authorize 
the  detention  of  people 
considered  a  threat  to  the 
safety  of  the  realm.  One  of 
the  principle  people 
affected  was  Mosley , who  was 
detained  without  trial,  his 
party  abolished  and  its 
senior  timbers  interned  with 
him.  IP.  9- JO] 


passed,  Mosley's 


broadcast  became  more  press¬ 
ing.  It  was  clearly  absurd 
that  the  political  philos- 


adapted  by  one  of  Britain's 
allies  Airing  world  war  1 


February  1939.... For  once 
they  got  It  right 

could  not  be  discussed  in 
any  way  in  Britain."  IP. 16] 

[At  last  in  1935  Mosley  was 
asked  to  broadcast  in  an 
educational  series  entitled 
"The  Citizen  and  His  Govern¬ 
ment  "I 

A“The  time  for  action 
had  obviously  come. But  what 
kind  of  action  was  open  to 
the  Foreign  Office?  Here 
was  an  educational  programne 
of  great  scope  already  past 
the  contract  stage  for  vhich 
all  the  preliminary  work  had 
been  done. The  central  vorry 
was  Mosley  and  the  use  he 
might  make  of  the  opportun¬ 
ity,  and  it  was  he  vho 
bore  the  brunt  of  the 
Government's  attack”  IP.  17] 

^rsir  Hebert  Vansittart, 
Permanent  Head  of  the 


Foreign  Office  "hoped  that 
question  would  resolve  it¬ 
self  into  the  undesirability 
of  Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
speaking.  Should  it  be  de¬ 
cided  that  Mosley  should  not 
speak  then  there  would  be  no 
need  to  inform  the  public 
that  it  was  because  of 
Ho6ley...."  IP.19I 

ATHog  1  ey  was  kept  of  the 
air  and  the  oyth  of  the 
BBC's  independence  was  pre¬ 
served  intact."  IP.  90! 

OLYMPIA  AND  HULL 

^"Tanmy  Moran,  a  Mosley 
supporter,  writing  to  John 
Beckett, remarked: 'Hull  last 
Sunday  was  a  revelation, ten 
thousand  reds  throwing 
stones, bottles,  using  iron 
bars, pieces  of  lead, one 
rat  had  a  sickle  with  the 
handle  painted  red'.... 
Inspection  of  police  reports 
in  the  public  Rocord  Office 
bears  out  this  account. 
Mosley's  behaviour  inter 
such  circumstances  played  a 
large  part  in  creating  his 
devoted  following.  In  the 
same  letter  Moran  wrote:  'The 
Iwrier  was  siperb,  if  we 
loved  him  in  the  past  his 
courage  last  Sunday  made  us 
his  far  life.'  These  events 
formed  the  true  background 
to  events  such  as  Olynpla." 

IP.  Ill 

^"The  BBC  and  its  staff, 
in  ccmnon  with  most  of  the 
British  intelligentsia, took 


why  the  more  sinister 
activities  of  Burgess  and 
his  circle  remained  un¬ 
remarked.  IP.  40] 


Oswald  Mosley  examining 
weapons  taken  from  the 
communists  at  Olympia 


Qr  ...a  transmitter  an 
Sark  would  have  given  strong 
coverage  aver  the  whole  of 
southern  England . It  be¬ 

came  clear  that, frame  legal 
point  of  view, there  would 
be  no  possibility  of  inter¬ 
ference  from  the  British 
Government  or  the  BBC,  and 
Mosley  setups  oonpany  with 
a  contract  to  broadcast 
from  Sark."  IP.  US) 

I Mosley's  brilliant 
eer.  Peter  Eckersl 


message  to  Britain  In  the  late  1930s 
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^  FALSEHOOD  INC. 

electricity  supply,  a 
facility  which  would  have 
been  extremely  useful  to 
him  in  May  1940."  [P.1ZS1 

MOSLEY  S  ARREST 
AND  I8B 

A"It  was  the  first  time 
a  political  leader  in 
Britain  had  been  arrested 
and  detained  without  trial 
on  the  grounds  that  he  was 
leader  of  a  political  party 
...Mien  the  operation  was 
conplete.more  than  1500  men 
and  women  had  been  detained. 
Large  nuntiers  were  allowed 
to  remain  at  liberty, on  the 
tacit  understanding  with  the 
local  police  that  they  en¬ 
list  in  the  armed  forces 


COMRADE 


immediately.  A  few  went 

underground .  The  most 

careful  instructions  were 
given  to  ensure  that  no 
serving  Officer  of  the 
British  Army  was  brought  to 
prison  in  uniform^  If  they 
were  in  uniform  when  arrest¬ 
ed  they  were  to  be  taken 
first  to  their  homes  and 
obliged  bo  put  on  civilian 
clothinq.by  farce  if  nec¬ 
essary.  Considerable  diffi¬ 
culty  arose  when  it  was 
found  in  practice  that  the 
legality  of  detaining  an 
Officer  serving  under  the 
Crown  rfio  was  not  liable  to 
Court  Martial  for  any  off¬ 
ence  known  to  Army  regula¬ 
tions  and,  indeed,  when  it 
was  not  intended  to  prose¬ 
cute  for  any  offence  was  not 
clear.  The  matter  was  never 
resolved  satisfactorily, but 


■  •  *  •  •»  •  }  21 

«  .  ..  >. 


©  BR I  TO  NS-  FIGHT-  FOR-BKJ  TAl  fl  -On  LF3 


the  officers  involved  were 
detained  in  Brixton  Prison, 
from  where  they  made  a 
collective  appeal  to  the  War 
Off  ice  against  the  dishonour 
which  had  been  brought  upon 
their  regiments.*  IP.2H-61 

S*It  was  stated  clearly 
he  [Appeals]  Committee 
alone  and  that, while  the  de¬ 
tainee  had  no  legal  rcpre 
sentation,  he  could  be  ass¬ 
ured  that  the  oamnittee  was 
Independent  of  the  author- 
ties... the  reality  was  that 
the  oonraittae  always  had 
sitting  with  it  an  MIS 
officer."  IP.  119] 

it  Despite  these  "carefdl 
lrffitructd-ons",nunerous  Army, 
Navy  and  RAF  offioers 
WERE  taken  to  prison  in  in¬ 
form  —  as  many  CCMRADE 
readers  can  confirm.  Ed. 


MOSLEY'S  FIGHT  FOR 


PEACE 

A  British  Union  message 
seen  all  over  Britain  In 
the  late  1930s  as  the 
politicians  and  other 
vested  Inerests  seeeed 
prepared  to  sacrifice 
British  Interests  In 
foreign  quarrels 


By  GORDON  lyTXjj 

r Ml 

BECKWELL  HflHHC 

rJSi 

Seven  days  bo  set  affairs  in 
order,  seven  days  to  think  of 
the  rewlting  end  to  come: 
hands  tied,  the  petrol-soaked 
tyre  around  his  neck,  the 
Bearing  flame.  No  choice 
about  turning  up  or  hie 
family  must  take  hie  place. An 
exanple  to  others:  that’s  why 
the  victims  are  always  Black. 

And  those  who  seek  to  ad- 


set  gas 

_  n  KJ!SrT?rT 

r*t 


voice*  of 


uould  delive 


ms. 
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©British  Union© 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


6th  Btn  Green  Howards: 
Llmehouse  British  Union : 
20: killed  inaction  near 
Dunkirk  25  May  1940:  Lies 
Oye-Plage  Oomjnal  Cem¬ 
etery ,  France . 
BHP4ER,Cpl.A.A.Ji 2nd  Btn 
Black  Watch:  Dorset 
British  Oniontkilled  in 
action  Burma  5  April 
1944:  Name  inscribed  on 
Rangoon  Memorial 
BAST.  Lt.Bll  lip:  5th  Btn 
Oueen's  Cun  Cameron 
High 1 anders :  Leytons tone 
British  Onion: 26: killed 
in  action  Tunisia  24 
April  1943:  Lies  In 

Hadjez-el-fiab  war  Ceme¬ 
tery, Tunisia. 
rriCH,3q/Idr.R.L.J.  CTCi 


FAFClapham  -  ■ 

Brit. onion 
26:  killed  | 

In  flying 
gsttarfolk 
21  Hsy  1945 
Buried  St. 

Nicholas 
Owrchyard 
Kelveden  Hatch, Essex. 

Pil.B.M.  RAF  VR 


killed  in  flying  acc¬ 
ident  No. 3 Glider  Train- 
School  29 May  1943  after 
release  from  18B  pollt- 
cal  Imprisonment . Age  22 
he  was  leads  British 
Union  where  he  row  lies 
in  a  collective  grave 
at  Karehllls  Cemetery. 

IRVINE, Pta.Ri  1/5  Btn 
Queens  Royal  Regt:  21: 
9»reditch  British  Union 
killed  In  action  near 
Dunkirk  28  May  1940: 
Lies  Strazeele  Onmunal 

Cemetery .France. 

MITFDTO.MsI .The  Hon.Tcm: 


KRRC:  »«Q 
Branch  Brit¬ 
ish  Union: 
brother  of 
Lady  Noslay: 
killed  in  ac¬ 
tion:  age  36 
Burma  4  April 
1945. 

He  Is  buried  at  Taukkyan 
War  Cesrctery, Rangoon. 


brow  but  volant  no  longer 

ba.TjairH  anlouily  irtfh  th*»  Of 
mam  about  the  anomalVea  They 
aaw  thetmeives.  backed  by  the 
might  o 1  Rntain  and  France,  with 
their  cavalry  riding  into  a  con 
q tiered  Berlin 


* 
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A  prelude 


T  THE  bnpnmng  of  1539  I 
Xm.  «a  iiuwnpt  from  • 
turns  h— > |  WMgi  ••  IV  birth  of 
my  Hurd  ton  t  month  before  Mot 
try  and  I  spent  the  new  year  at 
Wootton  In  Staflordahlrv  trtth  my 
brother  Tom  Mttford,  my  two  little 
boys  and  the  new  baby 
The  Munich  attwtvtii.  four 
month*  old.  itemed  rnytlf  Much 
of  the  |ate«  and  many  pobnoana 
d  pk*  rd  the  dorimoo  to  allow  the 


In  March  CwchttJotralda  «at- 
ptodnl  Two.  the  Slovak  ladder.* 
went  u  Berlin  and  Invited  Hitler  to 
ran  are  order  Hitler  motored  to 
Hrtfue  almost  alone,  and  climbed 
the  ttairt  of  die  Hradictitn  Casio, 
abandanod  by  the  Chech*.  Ha 
looked  out  of  the  window  at  (he  Oty 
below  1  had  no  Mew  Praftm  to 
an  beautiful.'  be  mid 
A  thneh  of  race  went  up  —  Kit 


and  I  went  to  Bayreuth  tor  the 
Festival  We  hutched  with  HiUtr  at 
the  home  m  the  part  at  Wahnfttrd 
He  mid  he  artshrd  to  tee  u*  alone 
to.  after  luncheon,  we  went  with 
him  to  hit  uttinc  room  He  told  us 
wax  was  certain,  Britain  deter 
mined  to  flfhL  Although,  atm  the 
Potlah  fumntR,  war  had  seemed 


II  woe  an  artificial  nation  cre¬ 
ated  bt  toll,  mid  Uw  Cmchs  were  a 
ntabain  detested  bv  the  Slovaks 
and  other  minorities  Bulmade 
mocracy  the  aiajonty  rule*  Bohe¬ 
mia  was  an  area  where  (real  pow 
era  clashed  Historians  knew  this 
but  to  most  people  it  appeared  to  be 


He  had  been  the  first  politician 
(War*  before  Churchill)  to  demand 
rr  armament  for  Britain  "We  can 
not  be  unarmed  m  an  armed 
world.'  he  tatd  Re  armament  was 
speeded  up  after  Munich  He  urped 
strm*1h  wuh  pence,  unless  we 
were  attached. 

The  Poles  became  more  tntransi 
frtti.  the  situation  more  danferous 
In  July.  Motley  addressed  a  meet 
Inf  of  20.000  people  at  Earl's  Court, 
they  cheered  Iris  pohey 

In  early  Aiifuaf.  my  user  Unity 


r  Motley  ...  a  period  of 


COMRADE 


Aj>r»  1/M.iy  l ,m*> 


As  seen  by 
Lady 
Mosley 


Reprinted  from 
Ttie  Weekly  Guardian 


by  kind  permission  of 
Lady  Mosley  and  TTie  Guardian 


; 


Hiller  told  her  over 
lu  neb  he'd  hoped  for 
friendship  untb 
Britain.  The  next  - 
month  war  broke  out 
and  her  sister.  Unity , 
shot  herself. 

Diana  Mosley  unites 
of  her  last  year  of 
freedom  before 
imprisonment  with 
her  husband,  Oswald 
—  and  eventual  exile 


April/May  1989 


COMRADE 


5 


The  W«ak«nd  Guardian  ▼  Saturday 


OUR  BLACKSHIRT 


A  forner  pupil  of  Kalghley  Sramar 
School  .(ail ltlUuai  a  aa**r  of  leads 
BRITISH  MUR  aad  oat  IB  atoaa  la  Jum 
1944  hotaa|  dotalnad  asdar  tho  fafaaoa* 
18*  Papulations. 

Coarado  roiaarch  find*  that  oa  rn- 
loaio  ho  took  up  Mi  dutloi  with  RAf 
Voluntiry  Rotonro  ind  la  Rovartor  1941 
■at  potto*  at  aa  Instructor  to  Ro.J 
Clldar  Training  School  itStoko  Orchard 
Slot.  *f 

Sit  aonthi  latar  uhlltt  pllotln*  a 
aodlflod  Ml lot  Maglstar  trtlnor  with 
t  pupil  fron  tho  SI 1 dor  Ragluant,  ha 
fallodtt  oottrvo  high  taatloa  ctblot, 
struck  thaa.htt  t  trao  tad  crtthod  tt 
Alvalay.nasr  trl dp# north.  Hit  pupil 
tuf farad  fracturai  but  Sgt.CIll  oat 
klllad. 


GREETINGS 


TO  our  old  Bethnal  Green  'battler* 
OICKIE  BURWOOO  having  a  double 


celebration  In  May. His  83rd  birth¬ 
day  on  the  12th., but  first  reunion 
with  old  comrades  at  the  MAYDAY 
BUFFET  on  the  6th. which  will  bring 
back  many  memories. Here  he  Is  on 
an  earlier  May  Day, flanking  OM  with 
the  late  PETER  KEEN  on  the  first 
Union  Movement  March  In  1948 


LOOKING  BACK 


‘Raven’ 

Y i  the  old  Catalpa  tree  under 
h  ALEXANDER  RA  VHH  TBOfCOS '  s  ashes 
scattered  seems  to  have  fallen 
Great  Hurricane  of  October 
ut  Spring  comes  again  to  the 
Terrace  to  the  Garden  of 
at  Putney  Vale. 


ROLL  OF  HONOUR 


to  tragedy 


Luckily,  ac  are  unable  to  are  the 
future 

The  GermanBovtet  pact  waa 
signed.  Hitler  s  ultimatum  was 
rejected  by  the  Poles;  oa  September 
1  he  starched  from  the  weal.  Russia 
front  the  east  aa  often  before  in  it, 
history.  Poland  was  divided.  Brit¬ 
ain  and  Prance  declared  war  on  the 

•lid.  Mosley  and  I  listened  tn  Otstn 
berlain.  and  the  air-raid  sirens 
wailed. 

We  went  on  to  our  balcony  by  the 
river  at  Gras  vector  Road  and 
scanned  the  empty  blue  skies. 
Members  of  Parliament  trouped 
into  their  air-raid  shelter  and  out 
again  Presumably  the  siren  Mow¬ 
ers  had  pot  over -rid  tod 

My  thoughts  were  with  Unity. 

We  had  had  no  news  of  her  and  one 
couldn't  telephone  the  enemy  coun¬ 
try.  But.  in  autumn  1938.  there 
were  plenty  of  foreign  Journalists 
in  Germany  from  neutral  coun 
tries,  and  so  no  news  wav  in  a  way. 
good  news  News  of  a  death  travels 
last. 

The  young  members  of  British 
Union  Joined  the  forces,  approved 
by  Mosley  My  brother.  TOm. 

Joined  his  Territorial  regiment,  the 
Queen's  Westminsters. 

Mosiey  continued  his  campaign 


Unity  bad  gone  to 
the  Engliscber 
Garten  in  Munich, 
pressed  the  gun 
to  her  temple  and 
pulled  the  trigger 


had  fought  tn  the  first  war.  res¬ 
ponded  with  several  minutes  of  ap¬ 
plause.  This  was  during  the  phoney 
war.  which  lasted  all  winter. 
Though  just  as  anti  war  as  my  hus¬ 
band  —  war  Is  the  ultimate  mad¬ 
ness  —  there  was  nothing  1  could 
personally  do  about  It.  I  spent  part 
of  the  tune  In  London  with  him, 
part  In  the  country  with  my  baby, 
waiting  for  the  birth  of  the  next 
baby. 

After  many  weeks  a  Hungarian 
triend  telephoned  my  father  with 
news  of  Unity.  She  had  shot  her- 


COMRADE 


April/May  1989 


BY  THEIR  EXAMPLE  - 


MIGHT  I  add  a  footnote  to 
the  recent  notices  about 
DICK  BELLAMY  and  JOM CHARNLEY? 
During  the  Mid-1980s  I  was  en¬ 
gaged  In  research  Into  the 
BUT, and  had  the  opportunity  to 
travel  the  country  Interviewing 
forner  wethers,  awongst  whou  I 
net  both  Dick  and  John. The  re¬ 
search  ever,  I  subsequently 
visited  and  corresponded  with 
both. 

Dick  was  a  remarkable  man, 
eighty  years  of  adventure  and 
Struggle  had  given  him  a  first 
class  education  In  the  ’varsity 
ef  life'. He  was  a  gentleman,  a 
gentleman, a  man  who  put  you  at 
ease  from  the  moment  you  shook 
Ms  firm  hand.  Here  was  a  man 
of  honour, the  best  of  England. 
The  first  time  we  met  he  took 
me  fora  walk  around  the  little 
Norfolk  village  where  he  and 
his  wife,  Hilda,  lived.  He 
talked  of  the  history  and  the 
wildlife  of  the  area.  The 
Anglo-Saxon  church,  the  oaks 
described  by  Ullllam  Cobbett 
nearly  two  hundred  years  earl¬ 
ier,  and  the  Georgian  water 
mill,  all  these  took  on  an  ex¬ 
tra  life  as  1  walked  wlthOIck. 

I  shall  always  remeober  the 
happy  hours  my  wife  and  I  spent 
being  entertained  by  Dick  and 
Hilda  -  masters  of  the  lost 
art  of  conversation.  Dick  has 
returned  to  the  very  soil  of 
England,  but  his  memory  will 
live  on. 

1  see  him  now,  standing  be¬ 
neath  the  bright  stars  of 
Norfolk;  a  true  and  noble 
Englishmen.  — 

John  Charnley  was  a  fighter. 

I  met  him  long  after  the 
battles  of  the  Inter-war  years, 
but  he  was  Still  f1ght1ng;th1s 
time  against  his  dreadful 
enphysema,  and  even  that  enemy 
found  him  a  tough  opponent. 

Despite  an  active  life  out¬ 
side  politics.  It  was  his  ex¬ 
periences  with  theHosley  move¬ 
ment  that  were  etched  Into  his 
fiery  mind.  The  details  of 
those  struggles  were  always 
with  him;  It  might  have  been 
yesterday  that  he  was  thrown 
through  a  plate  glass  window, 
and  then  met  Hosley  -  his 
Leader.  I  found  him  a  mine  of 
Information,  a  man  with  a 
sense  of  humour,  a  man  with  a 
fierce  will. 

Mosley  could  have  Nad  few 
men  we  dedicated  than  John 
Charnley. 

S./t.  Cullen  Perth 

•  Hr  .Cullen  appealed  for  former 
British  Union  neater*  to  assist 
him  In  his  research  project  In 
our  first  Issue  of  C0WAD6  In 
1986.  ‘In  my  work  I  am  trying 
to  create  am  accurate  history 
of  the  day-to-day  activities 
beliefs  and  hopes  of  the  ord¬ 
inary  — atcr*  he  wrote.  Thanks 
to  his  efforts,  and  xmny  old 
twades  who  co-operated,  Ms 
successful  and  iRMWtaat  dlss- 
wtntlan  -The  SUE  193?-dO:lde- 
olw.»ewbct-sMp  and  Meetings* 
resides  In  the  library  of 
Nuffield  Col lege .Oxford. 


L 

ETTERS 
to  the 

Jl 

EDITOI 

y 

OLD  COMRADE 

THANK  TOU  for  buffet  note  en- 
I  closed  with  paper. However, as 
much  as  I  would  like  to  come, I 
am  unable  to  travel  these  days 
but  have  enclosed  [a  Donation] 
towards  your  expenses. 

It  Is  always  a  red  letter  day 
for  me  when  COMRADE  comes 
through  the  letter  box,  espec¬ 
ially  reading  the  exploits  of 
my  old  Llmehouse  District  Lead¬ 
er  ARTHUR  MASON  with  whom  I  ex¬ 
change  a  card  and  letter  at 


AMERICAN  TRIBUTE 


IT  HAS  CERTAINLY  a  pleasure  to 
be  present  at  the  dinner  and 
to  see  the  quality  of  people 
who  were  associated  with  the 
Mosley  movement. 

Unfortunately,  we  In  the 
United  States  have  never  had  a 
movement  of  that  quality  and 
certainly  have  not  had  such  a 
sustained  movexient. 

S.G.G.  Georgia , USA 

£  Our  correspondent  from  the 
United  States,  a  writer  and 
attorney,  flew  to  London  In 
Novevfcer  to  attend  the 
Coxmmworatlon  Dinner.  Whilst 
here,  FOM  arranged  for  him  to 
video  Interview  Lady  Mosley 
for  the  American  media. 


NEW  COMRADE 


As  one  gets  older  and  near 
the  end  of  our  life, we  realize 
how  right  we  were.  To  have 
lived  and  known  such  a  wonder¬ 
ful  Leader  as  -MOSLEY*.  1 
wouldn't  have  lived  at  any 
other  time,  even  to  be  young 
again. 

My  greatest  pleasure  In  life 
is  to  look  back  on  those  days, 
and  live  them  over  again  In 


Hy  thomqhts  be  with  you  all 
on  Hay  6th. 

Mrs  G.  Walsh  Clacton 

•  As  Glad  Llblter,  Mrs. Walsh 
joined  British  Union's  Lime- 
house  Branch  as  a  non-active 
meatier  a  few  weeks  before  the 
•battle  of  Cable  Street*  on 
October  4th. 1936. 

She  was  so  Incensed  at  the 
lies  In  the  following  day's 
newspapers  blaming  the  Black¬ 
shirts  for  the  disorder,  when 
she  had  seen  -Jews  and  Commun¬ 
ists  roll  xmrbles  under  the 
police  horses  feet  and  stuff 
broken  glass  up  their  noses" 
that  she  Immediately  became  an 
active  member. 

After  the  outbreak  of  war 
and  the  loss  to  the  armed 
forces  of  many  of  the  Branch's 
young  active  members,  she  was 
asked  by  former  Bethnal  Green 
01  strict  Leader  Mick  Clarke  now 
a  NHQ  officer, to  Uke  over  as 
District  Leader. her  acceptance 
almost  landing  her  Inside  a 
8r1t1sh  concentration  camp. 

For  come  June  1940  and  the 
police  came  to  arrest  her  they 
were  unlucky  for  all  they  found 
was  an  obliterated  house,  hit 
by  a  boob  a  week  before. 

Persistent  they  called  for 
Information  at  the  local  cafe 
run  by  another  East  London 
stalwart, 'Aunt Maud'  Sutherland 
who  was  a  wealth  of  Inform¬ 
ation  -  to  Glad  Llblter  when 
she  called  In  for  food  at 
'convenient'  moaients  I 


THANK  TOU  for  -Comrade-.  It 
I  has  helped  me  appreciate  all 
the  more  the  many  and  great 
sacrifices  oiade  by  so  xiany 
brave  men  and  women  stretching 
back  through  the  years. 

(I  am  a  30  yr  old  -  a  mere 
fledgeling). 

I  would  be  honoured  If  you 
would  place  my  name  on  your 
oialllng  list. 

P.  V.  Darlington 

Q  Our  correspondent  is  one  of 
our  most  recent  associates. 


British  Union  Day 


MAY-DAY  BUFFET  SUPPER 

SAXOTRBAY  MAT  6TH  1989 


IT  IS  WITH  REGRET  that  we  re¬ 
port  the  death  on  22nd  February 
of  RALPH  RATCLIFFE  of  Suffolk, 
age  85.  An  early  member  of 
British  Uni on, the  editor  and 
Council  mexber  Fred  Bailey 
spent  an  Interesting  day  with 
hlmat  his  Invitation  two  years 
shortly  after  the  death  of  his 
wife. 

•1  know  he  had  a  very  high  re¬ 
gard  for  O.M.  and  everything 
connected  with  him*  his daught- 
tells  us.  Ronald  Creasy  writes 
•They  were  a  delightful  family 
and  always  strongly  behind  me 
and  our  cause.  Faithful  to  the 

She  was  never  found  in  1940 
but  COMRADE  found  her  In  1986, 
her  first  words  "Once  a  Black¬ 
shirt  always  a  Blackshirt". 

We  publish  her  letter  and 
and  tell  •  little  of  her  story 
u  a  further  exajqjle  of  the 
quality  of  men  and  women  In  un¬ 
ion  with  hosley  and  his  Cause, 
a  Message  for  those  to  come. 

And  to  Glad  Walsh  me  send 
our  Greetings  on  this  near  May 
Day,  and  our  conf Irxmtlon  of 

the  Leader's  Judgement  idiem  he 
p  1  wed  on  her  thf  StrcT  01s- 
tlnctfom  for  Service  and  Oe- 
votlom  to  the  Cause.-  alas.de- 
stroyed  by  the  Genmn  bo*  — 


3fn  ffletnoriam 

•Hxrtl  the  sound  of  w»»  voices, 
ichoes  through  the  vale  of  loe* ■ 
liiUI«  llittw  «nd  rejoices, 
tiling  on  Tradition's  pages....' 

BEAYAN .Arthur:  BU  • I ‘Squid:  0/L 
West  Han:Ptr1 lamentary  Candidate 
Upton: 188  political  prisoner:  At 
Basildon  age  87  on  23  March  1988 


CAMPBELL ,J.H:Ka  nches ter  BU  1  UH: 

In  May  1952 

COLE .Capt.T .F :8urgess  Hill  BU: 


HAMLET. Frank :Shef field: New  Party, 
BU  l  UM:  188  political  prisoner: 

26  March  1985 


HOGARTH .George: D/T  Eye. Suffolk  BU 
and  UM:  9  April  1985 

LEE, HI  Croydon  BU:10  April  1938 
NART.Dr.W.T.D,  BM  LRCS.BSc: 

1940 


BU  Parliamentary  Candidate  for 
Portsmouth:  27  May  1952 

ROBERTSON  .Kenneth : Shored 1 tch  BU: 

~  In  May  1939 
SCOTT. Arthur :Beeston. Notts:  BU  t 
UM:188  political  prisoner: 

In  May  1959 

SK£PHCR0,Frtd:BU:  Army  Coimundoe: 


R.W.FusI 1 iers :UM  Organiser  North 
London:  30  April  1988 

SIMPKINS. Eric: Woodford:  BU  6  UM 
Drum  Corps :R. Artillery: 

4  April  1988 

THATCHER .Joe:  Oorset  farmer:  BU  6 
UM:  In  May  1976 

M1TF0R0, Unity  Valkyrie:  sister  of 
Lady  Mosley:  28  May  1948 


WANTED 

TTW 


Published  for  Frlands  of  O.N.  by 
John  Christian,  101, Orwell  Court, 
Pownall  Road.London.E8  4PP 
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‘The  Spirit  Lives. ..The  Rest  Mill  Follow 


ong  Kong 
onour 

y  poor  isy  and 
ype 


Is  at  stake  once 


to  about  three  million 


the  legal  right  to  emigrate  to  Britain 


■  is  handed  over  to  the  Chinese  Oornn- 


like  the  same  number 


Ji1grant.il  and  their  Britain 


and 


the  whole  ethos  of  our  towns  and  cities. 


The  pressure  for  the  right  to  settle  in  Britain  for 
nearly  4  million  Hang  Kang  Chinese  arises  from  their 
fears  far  the  future  under  China  in  the  light  of  the 
Army  massacre  of  students  in  Tiananmen  Square  and  sub¬ 
sequent  executions  of  activists  for  what  in  most  civil- 
ised  countries  are  not  capital  offences,  such  as  arson. 

This  claim  Is  being  backed 
■■  j  :"i  i  -•  by  the  Colony's  extremely 

rich  business  oonmnl ty , rruny 

?  Of  wtvm  In  th>>  past  Lvrve  <V>- 

nabed  handsomely  to  the  Oan- 
■wii  tvo»e  «»  wfMim  x  servative  Party  cofferB,  and 

»«i tt,n.  who  are  now  believed  to  be 

f«!th  «"  !!*r»r.<l«;»  spending  even  more  handsomely 

AITKEN,Sq/Ldr  Lionels  RAP  4,101  **P  advertising  and 

59  Sgdn  I.  British  Obion  public  relations  interests 

al*SgumUd  1  led  to  lobby  the  Government  and 

in  action  boob-  persuade  other  influential 

ing  German  can-  areas  of  the  establishment 

voy  off  Calais  to  amend  the  British  Nation- 

an  7  July  194b  ality  Act  of  1981  to  achieve 

Lies  in  Dunkirk  this  ala. 


AITk&GSq/Ldr  Lionel:  RAP 
59  Sgdn  A  British  Union 
*l*Squadki  1  led 
in  action  bobb¬ 
ing  German  con¬ 
voy  off  Calais 
on  7  July  194b 
Lies  in  Dunkirk 
Tom  Cemetery. 


Owens, Donald  S:  RAP, 

IBB  political  prisoner, 
Arsy,  British  Chine  Ge-us 
Corps.  CH  18  June  1943, 
Age  24. 

PAIRgy  ,Mt/Off  David  George 
RAP  21 2  Sgdn  t  Leytonstone 
Branch  British  Union: 
killed  an  operations. 
Cochin , India , Age  23. Lies 
Madras  war  Cemetery . 
MCLLAN,L/Cpl 'Paddy' t  Corps 
~of  Military  Police  and 
British  Union  "1  “Squad: 
killed  in  action.  Battle 
of  Knightshridge  Box,  12 
June  1942:  Lies  in 

Knightabrldge  Mar 

Cemetery .  Acroas ,  Libya . 

MALfiH, Sot  .Michael :RAP  156 
Sgdn  4  Llmehouse  Branch 
British  UhlontNisa ing  on 
Bremen  Banning  Cp,  27 
July  1942. Age  23: 
Roreentoered  an  Rmnymedc 
Air  Force  Memorial. 


This  overnight  realisation 
of  China  oorrunist  terror 
reeks  of  some  hypocrisy.  Did 
not  China  brutaly  crush  an 
awakening  Tibet  only  a  few 
months'ago  and  1  liquidate  more 
than  a  quarter  of  its  people 
after  the  original  invasion? 
And  20  million  of  its  own 
people  after  the  revolution 
of  1949,  and  a  further  20 
million  in  the  'Cultural 
Revolution'  of  20  years  ago. 

For  the  past  40  years  .since 
the  Connunist  take  over  of 
China  Hong  Kong  has  been  a 
potential  time  boob  that 
could  have  exploded  at  any 
time,  with  Britain's  retreat 
from  enpire  and  lost  world 
power  status  after  the  Second 
world  war  it  nust  have  been 
patently  clear  that  this  city 
state's  long  term  future  must 
Inevitably  be  in  the  domain 
of  its  Chinese  homeland. 


GREAT  ENGLISHMEN 


"The  men  of  my  own  stock. 
Bitter  bad  they  may  be. 
But, at  least  they  hear  the 
the  things  I  hear 
And  see  the  things  I  see;* 
RUOTARD  KIPLING  Page  S 


OUR 

BLACKSHIRT 

DEAD 


6.a 

MftNtfXVni 


‘All 
is  well, 
safely 
rest’ 


■^pHXS  PICTURE  of  a  Spitfire,  painted  by  a  young 
■Blackshirt  political  prisoner  in  Peveril  Concentrat- 
|ian  Caagi,  Isle  of  Man,  in  Doosber  1940, has  solved 
the  identity  of  “Comrade's  uiknotn  Blackshirt  that  we 
ise  as  our  Old  Qmades  logo  an  cur  bade  page. 

The  autographed  painting  was  given  too  a  comrade  who  was 
to  be  released,  and  we  can  now  tell  some  of  the  story  of 
!XHALP  OHM  mu.  iiCTt-er  of  Fpping  Branch  and  a  trvmpeter 
in  British  union's  London  Drum  Corps,  a  part  he  played  for 
the  last  time  in  the  trwpet  fanfare  at  Mosley's  historic 
'Britons  Fight  for  Britain  Only'  meeting  at  Baris  Court 
In  July  1939. 

On  the  announcement  of  a  state  of  war  on  the  morning  of 
of  Septenber  3rd  1939,  Don  had  rimed ia toe  ly  reported  bo 
Uxbridge  Depot  and  joined  the  RAF,  an  act  of  patriotism 
unconsidered  in  June  1940  when  he -was  arrested  and  im¬ 
prisoned  without  any  charge  made  against  him,  as  were 
nearly  800  of  his  British  Union  comrades. 

When  released  -  his  brother  Alan, also  a  Blackshirt  who 
died  a  few  years  ago  believed  It  to  be  for  reason  of  a 
terminal  disease  caused  by  lnprisonment  -  the  RAF  now 
apparently  found  him  unacceptable,  but  undaunted  (bn 
managed  somehow  to  join  the  army. 

But  not  for  long,  far  in  June  1943  he  was  to  die, at  the 
age  of  24,  of  melanotic  car  loom. 

And  so  another  of  the  many  of  Mosley's  young  men  died 


before  his  time  far  the  Britain  he  vented  to  live  for 


the  world  he  knew  has 


COMRADE 


June/ July  1 989 


The  German  Scene 


JEW*  MARIE  IE  FEN'S  Front 
Nationals  achieved  re- 
■nrkable  election  suc¬ 
cesses  in  France  sane  four 
years  ago  -  and  would  have 
done  even  better  in  recent 
elections  IS  Kltteranl  had 
had  not  tendered  with  the 
French  electoral  system. 

This  'revival '  has  played  a 
not  lnoonslderate  part  in 
firing  similar  parties  in 
Germany. 

The  reasons  for  this  massive 
protest  vote  for  an 'outsider' 
party  are  auch  the  same  in 
both  countries.  In  both, large 
sections  of  the  population  are 
dissatisfied  with  established 
parties  and  policies  because 
they  rule  over  the  heads  of 
the  people  -  many  of  their 
decisions  boxed  through  ag¬ 
ainst  the  will  of  the 
majority. 

Such  is  the  'democratic 


AUTHOR  HARSOH'a  report  mu  uritttn 
btfort  tht  Bur optan  SI  tot  ions  is 
uhioh  tht  Rtpublikantrt  w on  7  ptr 
otnt  of  tht  national  vott,  IS  ptr 
in  Bavaria.  Bt  uttt  'Bight ‘  not  at 
hit  inttrprttation,  but  btoautt  it 
it  a  term  of  idtntifioation  uttd  is 


Franz  Schttnhuber 
Ole  Republlkaner 
GERMANY 


Jean  Marie 


Front  Natlonale 
France 


conviction'  of  our  so  called 


democratic  rulers. 

The  main  reasons  far  the 
high  votes  gained  by  the 
nationalist  opposition  la  tn- 
oontrol  led  laaalgratlon  from 
moetl  y  non-European  oountrl  es , 
unemployment,  shortage  of 
cheap  housing,  increasing 
crime  and  a  general  sense  of 
frustration- problems  all  too 
familiar  In  Britain. 

These  are  great  'vote 
catchers'  but  not  the  only 
ijgnrtant  issue  far  alert 
sections  of  the  public. 

There  Is,  at  least  in 
Germany,  a  feeling  that  the 
whole  course  is  wrong.  Many 
key  questions  are  either 
not  premen tod,  or  insufflc  - 
lent  ly  so,  in  the  madia  or 

political  establishment 
Such  ass 

•  What  should  have  priority, 
reunification  of  Germany 
or  West  European  inte¬ 
gration? 

•  Mut  good  is  NATO?  A  de¬ 

fence  system  which  if  ever 
used  eould  only  result  in 
total  destruction  of 

Germany, East  and  West, ir¬ 
respective  of  eventual 
outcome  of  the  conflict 
can  hardly  reconwend  It¬ 
self  to  German  patriots. 

•  Does  Germany  wish  to  re¬ 
main  an  American  satelite 

far  ever? 

•  How  can  an  ever  expanding 
economy  be  equated  with 
the  long  oWhdue  demands 
of  ecology?  Clearly,  un- 
control  led  free  enterprise 
is  unlikely  to  offer  a 
solution. 


•  What  to  do  about  Russia? 
Gorbachov's  'perestroika* 
is  in  effect  a  declaration 
of  bankn*Xryof  theocmm- 
unist  system.  (The  RUjor 
major  abjection  toconmn- 
ism, moral  considerations 
aside,  is  that  it  just 
do-jn't  work] 

But  its  demise  leaves  a 
great  gap  requiring  a 
totally  new  approach  to 
the  East-Nest  problem. 

The  USSR  still  retrains 
an  enormously  powerful 
state  and  a  most  dangerous 
potential  opponent, but  on 
the  other  hand  an  extrem¬ 
ely  attractive  economic 
partner. 

•  Mar  guilt:  The  majority 
of  Germans  are  sick  and 
tired  of  the  endless  tir¬ 
ades  an  German  guilt  for 
the  last  war.  Portyfive 
years  is  a  very  longtime, 
and  at  least  two  genera¬ 
tions  of  Germans  have 
grown  up  in  this  time. 

Young  and  not  so  young 
have  no  personal  memories 
of  1939-45  and  certainly 
no  responsibility  for 
events  at  that  time. 

Collective  responsibil¬ 
ity  is  against  the  princ¬ 
iples  of  justice  as  prac¬ 
ticed  in  all  civilised 
oointries,  and  Inherited 
responsibility  slaply  in¬ 
tolerable.  Are  the  French 
held  rar sponsible  for  the 
revolution  of  1789? 

Gersans  are  not  proud 
proud  of  a  President  «*» 
addressed  the  House  of 
Oosnons  and  thanked  the 


British  for  winning  the 
war.  About  the  same  time 
the  Japanese  Foreign 
Minister  visiting  China 
told  his  hosts Ttogretably 
in  the  past  there  have 
been  differencies  be¬ 
tween  our  two  peoples*,  a 
masterpiece  of  understate¬ 
ment  but  preferable  to  von 
Meizacker's  performance 
which  did  not  go  un¬ 
noticed  here. 

The  whole  'war-guilt* 
question  should  be  left 
to  the  historians, nvuiy  of 
whom,  including  several 
British,  have  long  con¬ 
cluded  that  there  were 
faults  an  both  sides, and 
the  truth  on  many  aspects 
will  only  be  known  when 

All  these  factors  have  played 
a  role  in  the  rise  of  new  pol¬ 
itical  groupings. Prom  analysis 
of  elections  results  it  would 
appear  that  the  'Riqfit*  has 
more  sk^part  in  the  under  30 
age  group  than  older  groups. 

There  are  some  half-dozen 
parties  in  Germany  generally 
described  in  the  media  as  nao- 
nazis  which  is  more  a  term  of 
abuse  than  a  factual  descript¬ 
ion.  Only  two  of  these  have  a 
realistic  chance  of  becoming  a 
factor  in  the  political  life 
of  the  country. 

They  are  the  WD/WB.  chair¬ 
man  Gerhard  frey,  and  Die 
Republlkaner  led  by  Franz 
Sch&nhuber,  both  which  can  be 
loosely  described  as  national 
conservative.  Neither  advocate 
a  re-establishment  of  the  Third 
Reich  or  have  intentions  of 
changing  the  existing  demo¬ 


cratic  system.  They  are  more 
interested  In  reforming  the 
present  system  in  the  direct icn 
of  true  democracy  as  apposed  to 
'manipulated  democracy* . 

The  Boptftlikaner  rather  fav¬ 
our  the  Swiss  mxtel  at  holding 
plebicltes  an  all  questions  of 
basic  policy.  Both  parties 
claim  to  be  'populist'  in  the 
sense  that  they  are  prepared  to 
listen  and  follow  the  wishes  of 
the  majority. 

It  Is  regrettable  that  there 
are  two  parties  contending  for 
much  the  same  potential  vote. 
The  reasons  for  their  differ¬ 
ences  are  partly  personal 
rivalries,  and  partly  through 
the  attitude  of  the  security 
authorities  who  list  the  NFD 
as  'potentially  subversive', 
but  not  the  Reptfelikaner .  They 
no  doubt  have  seme  obscure 
reason  for  this  rather  odd 
judgement. 


Election  successes  have  al¬ 
ready  achieved  a  great  deal, 
forcing  the  emtabl  ished  parties 
and  the  Federal  Cmnsant  to 
openly  discuss  such  questions 
aa  raised  in  this  report. 

The  string-pullers  in  party 
central  offices  in  Munich  and 
Berm  are  standing  by  'on  panic 
stations*. 


One  has  a  feeling  thi 
ever  the  result  of  \ 
Federal  election,  noth] 
ever  be  the  same  aa  It 
fore. 

Germany  and  France,  t 
very  time  and  islatlw 
ance,  are  bound  to  ext 
aiepval  effect  cn  EUrog 
dhole  anJ will  certainl 


at  Wat¬ 
tle  next 
ing  will 
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peoples  have  unbridgeable 
different; lea  of  culture, life 
style  and  character.  A  40 
year  bulld-up,  and  there  was 
<  0  odd  thousand  more  in  1968, 
it  counting  the  future  high 
irth  rate,  and  many  British 
,eople  are  seeing  far  the 
first  time  the  serious  threat 
to  their  heritage  and 
Identity  as  the  expanding 
'ethnic  minorities'  with  an 
unbelief  of  abortion, sprawls 
Into  more  and  more  English 
tows. 

British  boneless 


There  are  in  Britain 


half  a  million  people  an 


and  50,000  homeless 


under  20  In  London.  There  is 


little 


reseable  future. 


A  new  and  alarming  situa¬ 
tion  Uiich  has  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  is  that  the  world 
population  has  begun  to  ac¬ 
celerate  . It  Is  now  250  mill¬ 
ion  more  than  1987  and  rising 
at  90  million  a  year,  it  is 
projected  that  in  39  years  it 
will  have  doubled.  Pakistan 
and  Bangladesh  with  already 
hi^i  papulations  will 
double  in  20  odd  years,  and 
India  in  just  over  30  years, 
and  some  African  states  have 
similar  projections. 

By  1997,  the  year  of  the 
Hong  Kong  takeover, the  popu¬ 
lations  of  these  countries, 
who  have  In  the  past  exported 
nidi  of  their  surplus  to 
Britain  with  co-operation  of 
British  governments,  will  be 
nearing  explosion, and  Britain 
and  other  European  countries 
will  be  hard  put  to  contain 
massive  lxmigratian. 


The  Indigenous  British  msrt 
nowsay  loud  and  clear  to  the 
politicians  who  have  betrayer) 
them  -  POPOB  IS  BOUGH. 

Tell  them,  these  politicians 
of  all  parties,  rfn  have 
treated  you  as  thouhvou  did 
not  exist;  Wo  bswe  a  party 
agreement  not  to  discuss 


children  to  learning  ethnic 
languages  In  schools  ;qlw 
massive  f  Inandal  handouts  to 
ethnics  and  bludgeon  you  with 
uptsesslw?  race  laws  to  sil¬ 
ence  yar  protest.  Ttell  them 
IQ  toe.  Prom  Ifcrq  Kong  or 
or  anywhere  else. 

Shake  of  the  coat  of 
'racist*  guilt  which  by  all 
their  powers  of  persuasion 
they  have  forced  you  to 
accept. . 

"Preference  for  one  *8 

own  kind  not  original 

sin" 

Scorn  their  charge  of 
'racist*  taint  and  throw  it 
back  in  their  faces .Original 


*  HARD  ACT  TO  FOLIPW 

IT  IS  NEARLY  nine 
years  since  Hog  ley 

_  died.  Longer  than 

the  lifespan  of  British 
Onion. 

How  would  his  thinking 
have  developed  if  he  was 
with  us  today? 

It  would  be  presumptuous 
to  claim  we  knew.  But  of  one 
thing  vfj  can  be  certain:  his 
ideas  would  have  developed. 
His  thought  was  organic, 
continually  advancing  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  events, and  tl»e  re¬ 
finement  of  his  own  intell¬ 
ect. 

•ns  repeat  in  parrot  fashion 
his  policies  of  decades  ago 
would  mean  we  had  learnt 
nothino  from  him. 

Those  who  have  really 
studied  the  evolution  of 
Mosley's  thought  have  the 
advantage .  They  understand 
the  natural  conflicts  of  di¬ 
verse  forces  that  motivates 
mankind  around  the  world  and 
leads  to  misery. 

And  above  all  they  know 


they  will  not  confuse  with 
shabby  conpromise,  and  which 
alone  provides  hope  and 
remedy. 

Onoe  they  have  mastered 

that  they  have  only  to  kick 
open  the  door. 


sin  is  not  a  hallnurk  of 
preference  for  one's  own 
kind. It  is  indeed  one  of  the 
highest  Christian  beliefs. 
lOCOB  TOUR  FATHER  MO  TOUR 
MOTHER. 

Honour, that  quality  steeped 
in  British  traditions,  and 
one  of  the  highest  forms  of 
hueun  excellence  that  man 
could  aspire  but  which  in  the 
lasthalf-oentury  itsmis-use 
has  became  obscene. 

Our  duty  to  Hong  Kong  trust 
be  honoured  they  say  because 
the  Colony  was  acquired  from 
China  on  a  99-year  lease  in 
1898. 

In  fact  only  the  New 
Territories  on  the  mainland 
was  acquired.  The  island  of 
Hong  Kang  in  the  Treaty  of 
Hanking  in  1842  was  ceded  by 
the  .Bnperor  of  China  to 
•Queen  Victoria  and  her 
successors  "in  perpetuity*'. 

There  never  was  a  promise 
of  a  secure  future  for  the 
people  of  Hong  Kong. 

Mere  was  'honour 'when  our 
politicians tvuvlnd  owr thou¬ 
sands  of  refugees  to  their 
certain  death  by  Yugoslav 
Oomuiists  and  Josef  Stalin 
Who  had  killed  more  of  his 
am  people  during  the  war 
than  the  Germans  had  in 
battle. Had  wrderad  the  Pol¬ 
ish  officer  Corps  at  Katyn 
Hood,  and  deported  and  sur- 
erod  thousands  from  the 


THOUGHTS  THAT 
COM  tjf 
IN  A  7= 


By GORDON 
[BECKWELL 


A  Colurm 
of 

Forward 
Looking 
personal 
views  on 
Mosley 
Wougnt 


MimsjM 

THE _ KREWLIN 

IK-MIOOKING  FORWARD  one 
RH  can  sense  a  new 

BMW  shift  in  the  patt¬ 
ern  of  world  allegiances. 

We  hear  that  the  CIA,  the 
KGB  and  MIS  are  to  oo-operate 
closely  in  measures  against 
Arab  terrorism.  Cbuld  this 
be  the  first  stirrings  of  s 
new  alliance  by  America, 
Russia  and  Europe  against  the 
aonnon  threat  of  Muslim  fund¬ 
amental  Ism? 

He  also  hear  that  then 
Gorbachov  throws  open 
Russia's  gates  to  external 
trade  and  technology .Germany 
will  be  drawn  inevitably  to¬ 
wards  this  historic  outlet 
for  its  expansion.  Some 
Germans  already  talk  of 
friendship’  with  Russia  as  a 
pragmatic  alternative  to  that 
with  America.  Perhaps  this 
is  part  reaction  to  the 
keenly  felt  years  of 
occupation. 

Baltic  states  in  19407  v 
there  was  'henour'  when  we 
abandoned  Bursa  precipitously 
leaving  the  Karens  who  had 
fought  with  us  against  the 
Japanese, to  the  tyranny  of  a 
Socialist  dictatorship  which 
wnhad  ijgnstxj,  and  ever  after 
left  them  to  their  fate? 

Mere  was  'honour'  Men  we 
scampered  so  fast  out  of 
India  that  it  led  to  over  2 
million  bloody  deaths? 

And  Mere  was  'honour*  in 
1939  when  a  govermait  elect¬ 
ed  on  a  premia?  to  keep 
Britain  at  Paace.went  to  war 
"to  pceaerm  the  territorial 
integrity  of  Poland"  bat  did 
but  did  not  tell  us  inti  1 
after  the-  an r  of  the  secret 
clause  in  the  Anglo-Palish 
Agreement  restricting  our 
‘honour*  to  come  to  their 
aid,  only  to  an  attack  by 
Germany? 

And  when  it  was  all  over, 
millions  dhari, Europe  in  ruins 
and  Britain  shorn  of  all  her 
power  created  by  the  skill 
courage  and  sacrifice  of  our 
forefathers,  wfnt  was  our 
politicians  final  act  In 
their  debt  of  'honour*  to 
to  Poland? 

"I'm  aide  of  the  bloody 
Poles.  1  don't  want  to  see  . 
them"  said  Britain's  son  of 
honour  art! gallant  war  leader 
Kinston  Churchill  as  the 
Palish  delegation  arrived  as 


Europe  should  steer  clear 
of  of  all  such  alliances. 
A  United  Europe  could  handle 
any  threat  from  the  Bovver 
Bays  of  Old  Bagdad  without 
meklng  enemies  of  the  whole 
Arab  world. 

And  Gorbachov's  new  open 
style  economics  are  half 
truth,  half  trick;  he  wants 
to  build  Soviet  power  on  a 
world  scale  not  even  dreamt 
of  by  Joeef  Stalin. 

First  join  the  EC, then 
swallow  it  up. 

Instead,  Europe  should  turn 
Gorbachov's  initiatives  to 
its  own  advantage,  if  he 
really  does  a  1  lew  independent 
non-comnunis t  governments  to 
emerge  in  Poland,  Hungary 
etc.  then  va?  should  invite 
them  to  join  Europe. 

If  he  blocks  it, perestroika 
is  exposed  as  a  sham  for  all 
to  see. 

If  not,  Europe  grows  in 
stature. 

Mr. Gorbachov  may  yet  dis¬ 
cover  a  few  gremlins  on  the 
golden  path  to  glasnost. 
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To  Lady  Hoe  ley 
on  her  Birthday 
June  17th. 


ixwelocme  gueets  at  the 
Potsdam  Conference  in  August 
1945,whlch  was  to  share  out 
the  spoils  af  war,  with 
the  Inland  for  Mum  our 
'honour 'had  started  the  war, 

•  left  penontiy  under  the 
heels  of  the  Had  Army. 

And  Hong  Kong?  Spire  us 
the  'honour'  bit. 
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British  Union’s  Finest  Hour 
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The  g»n  they  loved 


To  t-ranspnrr  the  audi  enoe  to 
the  Kail,  6  escalators,  5 
lifts  wnd  a  ?000-spao*  car 
parkwere  used  and  underground 
trains  laid  on  to  carry 
thousands  from  East  London. On 
that  evening, as  the  clouds  of 
war  gathered,  not  a  voice  of 
dissent  was  raised:  all  had 
come  to  hear  the  man  banned 
from  every  other  major  hall 
in  Britain  and  from  the  Press 
and  BBC. 

In  that  last  Sumer  of  Peace 
Uian  Its  mvpart  was  at  its 
highest, British  Union's  policy 
was  claarcut.  NO  MAR  to  stop 
the  Germans  of  Danzig  and  the 
Polish  Corridor  rejoining  the 
homeland  of  which  they  had 
been  part  before  world  war  1. 
NO  WAR  to  prevent  Germans  and 
Russians  fluting  over  living 
space  in  the  East. 

B*mws  rroir  rer.  sritaih 

gear. 

Mosley  would  ensure  we  had 
arms  anou^i  should  that  day 
ever  oomsi  a  total  contrast 
to  tha  1939  labour  Party  Con¬ 
ference  proposal  that  the  RAP 
should  be  disbanded.  Ha  had 
Burned  it  i*>  two  aonths  earl¬ 
ier:  "Anybody  who  won't  fight 
far  Britain  la  a  coward.  Any¬ 
body  Wo  wants  to  fight  for 
Poland  is  a  fool." 

At  precisely  7.30pm,  the 
1st  London  Drum  Corps  of 
British  Union  made  their  dram¬ 
atic  entry  followed  by  2  long 
columns  of  Blackshirt  stew¬ 
ards  tho  subsequently  lined 
the  central  aisle  for  100 


yards  an  each  side,  turning 
inwards  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
banners. As  the  Pageant  of  the 
Ortas  began,  the  Colour  Party 
inarched  in  headed  by  the  Old 
Plag,  carried  since  the  earl¬ 
iest  days, followed  by  the 
Womens  Crum  dorps  and  mossed 
Honour  and  District  Standards. 
Pol  lowing  were  more  banners 
representing  trade  union 
groups  -  Transport,  Miners, 
Clerical  .Textile,  Steel  workers 
and  Farm  labourers. 

Finally, a  fanfare  of  trunp- 
ets.and  escorted  by  Director 
General  Neil  Francis  Francis- 
Hawkins  and  Assistant  Dir/G 
B.D.E. Donovan, the  tall  enact 
Mosley  strode  up  the  centre 
aisle,  the  cheering  th-ic  met 


fare  the  cheering  subsided 
enough  for  Mosley  to  open  with 

"Pel law  Britans,  tonight  the 
British  people  are  here... 
telling  Parliament,  belling 
Parties,  belling  Government 
something  it  Is  time  they 
should  hear... Ibis, the  great¬ 
est  gathering  of  the  aigllah 
under  one  roof  assembled, tells 
Government  and  bells  the 
Parties:  'At  last  we  have  had 
enough Before  you  drag 
a  million  Englishmen  to  doom, 
we  of  British  Onion... will 
sweep  you  by  the  declared  will 
of  the  British  people  from  the 
seats  of  power  that  you 
disgrace." 

later  in  his  speech  he  said 
"Because  we  do  not  fear, 
because  we  shall  be  strong, be¬ 
cause  being  Men  we  can  under¬ 
stand  Men,  we  will  make  peace 
with  Germany  and  all  great 
nations... This  policy  de¬ 
clared  by  Britain  to  Germany 
and  the  world  will  bring  paacs 
and  the  friendship  of  men  far 
our  time  and  our  children's 
time  as  well." 

After  1  tour  40  minutes 
he  concluded:  “To  the  dead 
heroes  at  Engl  ami.  In  sac¬ 
red  union, we  say:  'Lika  you 
we-  give  ourselves  to 
fiigland  -  across  the  agee 
that  divide  us  -  across  the 
glorias  of  Britain  that 
unit*  us  -  we  gees  Into 
your  eyes  and  we  give  to 
yod  this  holy  vow*  we  will 
be  true  -  Today,  Tomorrow 
and  forever. 

England  Uveal'* 

Afterwards,  when  tha  pcUM 
and  pdblic  had  departed,  he 


Above  him  the  largest  Union 
Jack  in  Britain,  and  below  a 
forest  of  gleaming  standards 
in  a  vivid  display  of  ted. 
Black  and  Gold, each  one  carr- 
iedand  escorted  by  bemodalled 
veterans  of  the  First  World 
War, and  the  people  of  England 
awaiting  the  message  from  the 
man  they  loved. 

It  wes  several  minutes  be- 


his  entry  drowning  the  drums 
and  tnmpets. 

Mounting  the  lofty  rostrum 
and  there  he  stood,  a 
lane  figure,  somehow  syabolic 
of  his  lane  brave  fi^it  bo 
preserve  a  glorious  future  for 
the  British  people. 
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Fifty  years  ago  thin 

month,  British  Onion 
held  the  largest  indoor 
meeting  In  the  world  in 
the  greatest  ballon  Earth. 
That  historic  •  Sunday, 


jWe  gaze  into  your 
eyes  and  we  give  you 
this  holy  vow: 


we  will  be  true- 


Today,  Tomorrow 
and  forever— 


ENGLAND  LIVES!’ 
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"I  too  cat  him  the 
hair  of  men  erect, 
became  ny  lipe  are 
Venoms  vith  truth" 
Roy  Cambell 


BISHOP  IN 


THE  BISHOP  of  Stepney,  The 
Rt  Rev  Jim  Hionpson  ,  has 
been  visiting  Norwich  for 
a  week-long  mission  by  the 
city's  churches. 

During  a  lecture, he  praised 
the  obvious  sense  of  civic 
pride  conpared  with  London 
and  said  it  was  his  third 
successive  meeting  at  which 
he  had  spoken  to  an  all- 
white  audience,  an  'amazing 
experience'  for  it  happened 

Nevertheless, he  begged  the 
people  of  Norwich  to  recog¬ 
nise  that  they  might  have  a 
lotto  learn  from  other  races 
and  cultures,  and  that  they 
were  all  a  "bit  ispoveriBhed" 
for  not  living  in  a  multi¬ 
racial  society. 

This  grand  old  English 
Cathedral  City, first  settled 
by  the  Icena  vix>  with  their 

4#FIMESTH0UR 

asked  his  Blackshirts  to 
gather  close  around  him  aryd 
in  a  quieter  voice  thanked 
them  and  added  "I  need  say  no 
more  of  an  evening  that  will 
not  only  live  for  ever  in  our 
memory  but  one  day  will  live 

in  British  history . such 

things  once  bom  can  never 
die, and  in  the  final  struggle 
can  never  know  defeat." 

So  ended  British  Onion's 
finest  hour.  All  who  attended 
that  ad< 


could  not  wait  - 


So  the  countdown  to  war 


50 


million 


of  Britain  -  and  the 


E3C 

CT-it-n 


civilisation. 


_  ..  »ry  large  inc,. - 

rate  of  recruiting"  for  British 
Union  in  London  and  several 
Provincial  centres"  —  Special 
Branch  report  after  the  Earls 
Court  Rally.  (HD14V21995  Public 
Records  Office). 


fighting  queen  Boadicea  threw 
back  the  Roman  legions.  That 
was  burnt  out  by  the 
Danes,  named  as  'one  of  the 
most  Important  cities  in 
England 1  by  the  Normans,  and 
reared  one  of  England's 
greatest  sons  ,Horatlo  Nelson, 
has  little  to  learn  I  suggest 
from  the  Bishop's  mu  1  ties  and 
Stepney's  expanding  Eastern 
market  place  and  Indian  sub¬ 
continent  culture. 

The  evolution  of  Norwich 
over  2000  years  from  a  small 
fishing  village  to  the  cap¬ 
ital  city  of  county  in  which 
through  the  veins  of  many  of 
its  people  still  courses  the 
blood  of  Anglo-Saxon,  Norman 
and  Dane,  is  a  romance  that 
had  been  repeated  in  many 
other  parts  of  our  island. 

Let  it  remain  so,  symbolic 
of  the  glory  that  was 
Britain,  a  bulwark  and  cata¬ 
lyst  of  regeneration  in 
resisting  the  caraoama  that 
forcefully  persuades ,  that 
this  island  race  requires 
injection  of  incompatible 
blood  and  life  style,  misrep¬ 
resented  as  a  cultural  life 
force. 

Is  It  not  appropriate  to 
suggest  a  parraiel  to  the 
thirteenth  century  invasion 
of  Norwich  that  destroyed 
half  its  citizens? 

That  isxelcome  visitor; 
the  Black  Death. 


COBRA  IN 
WONDERLAND 

Estimates  of  the  daily 
cost  of  guarding  SAUGN 
RUSHDIE  are  over  £1,000  a 
day, a  requirement  it  is  6ald 
will  have  to  last  his  life¬ 
time. 

Which  is  a  little  rough  on 
the  British  taxpayer  consid¬ 
ering,  I  am  told,  that  prior 
to  his  elevation  to  the  Satan 
of  the  Muslim  world  for 
alleged  blasphemy, he  was  not 
backward  in  almost  blasph¬ 
emous  criticism  of  the 
'racist'  society  in  the  land 
he  had  chosen  to  make  his 
abode. 

I  have  a  solution  to  the 
problem  of  what  to  do  with 
Mr. Rushdie,  which  could  not 
only  help  the  British  tax¬ 
payer  but  might  solve  a  few 
other  problems  as  well. 

Now  that  Viraj  Mendis,  the 
revolutionary  communist  ath¬ 
eist  illegal  immigrant,  has 
gone  back  to  his  Sri  Lanken 
home  and  is  apparently  living 
happy  ever  after,  there  must 
be  a  vacancy  at  Manchester's 
Church  of  Ascension  where  Mr 
Mendlz  sought ' sanctuary '  for 
two  years  in  defiance  of 
Britain's  'racist'  law  that 
would  send  him  home  to  be 
murdered, he  claimed,  by  his 
oonpatrlots. 

Rector  of  the  church.  Father 


f  ' 

ft  The  Stranger  within  my  gates55 


The  stronger  within  my  gate. 

Be  may  be  true  or  kind. 

But  he  does  not  talk - 

I  cannot  feel  hie  mind. 

I  see  the  face  and  the  eyee  and  the  mouth. 
But  not  the  soul  behind. 

The  men  of  my  own  stock 
They  may  do  ill  or  well. 

But  they  tell  the  lies  I  am  wonted  to. 

They  are  used  to  the  lies  I  tell , 

Ue  do  not  need  interpreters 
When  we  go  to  buy  or  sell. 

The  Stranger  within  my  gates , 

Be  may  be  evil  or  good. 

But  I  cannot  tell  what  powers  control  - 

What  reasons  sway  his  mood; 

Bor  when  the  Gods  of  his  far-off  land 
Nay  repossess  his  blood. 

The  men  of  my  own  stock. 

Bitter  bad  they  may  be. 

But,  at  least  they  hear  the  things  I  hear 
And  see  the  things  I  see; 

And  whatever  I  think  of  them  A  their  likes 
They  think  of  the  likes  of  tie. 


L  Arv 
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This  was  my  father’s  belief 
And  this  is  also  mins: 

Let  the  com  be  all  one  sheaf  - 

And  the  grapes  be  all  one  vine 

Ere  our  children's  teeth  are  set  gif  edge 

By  bitter  bread  and  wine.  Rudy«rd  KipMng 


Mendis  OUT 


Rushdie  IN? 


John  Methuen  would  surely  do 
his  bit, and  that  gal  lant  band 
of  freedom  fighters  who 
guarded  Mendiz  and  provided 
his  creature  comforts  would 
surely  again  rally  to  the 
cause. The  left-wing  Greater 
Manchester  Council  with  its 
first  black  Lord  Mayor, would 
probably  again,  as  they  did 
for  Mendiz,  create  a  job  for 
Rushdie.  One  suitable  to  his 
talents.  Perhaps  a  book. 
'Racism  and  Sexism  in 
Antarctica'  springs  to  mind. 

And  when  this  elite  guard 
with  a  fondness  for  shouting 
"we  need  more  Keith 
Blake  locks,  we  need  more 
Yvonne  Plefachers"  -  the  two 
mrderad  police  officers  - 
meet  the  "Kill  Rushdie"  mobs 
and  find  they  have  much  in 
cumai,  they  can  mitoally 
decide  whether  the  poet  is 
to  be  Saint  or  Satan,  and 
set  ip  a  permanent  shrine  as 
CTcanpl  if  led  by  those  odd 
women  of  Greenhan  Common. 

I  could  be  wrong.  We  might 
instead  get 'rivers  of  blood', 
a  forecast  fulfilled  which 
could  please  Enoch  Powell 
but  would  be  a  rough  deal 
for  Manchester. 

It  could  however,  for  a 
time,  save  the  desecration 
of  other  tewns  and  cities  by 
those  mobs  who  though  British 
by  law, and  even  by  birth, 
have  recently  demonstrated 
their  inability  to  belong, or 
even  their  wish  to  be long, to 
the  host  society  identified 
by  its  customs  and  values 
matured  through  2000  years. 

Will  it  happen?  Of  course 


it  won't. Will  the  Government 


take  other  action  such  as 


won't.  Our  so  called  demo¬ 


cratic  politicians  have 


British  last  for  decades  and 


find  the  wd.ll  and 


dwange. 

_  I  worn  yang  men  wdth  the 
feeling  of  the  British 
Britain  of  our  fathers  in 
their  hearts,  not  to  be 
carried  away  by  the  ease  in 
wrfilch  throats  to  kill  hove 
Ijeen  permitted  in  toglluh 
streets,  or  by  my  cynicism. 

Do  not 


streets  wdth  such  iplwun 
shouts  as  'Britain  far  the 


COMRADE 


MAY-DAY  BUFFET 


Oa  tte  first  Saturday  la 
Bay  the  Frlaada  at 
Oswald  Bool ay  gathered 
la  a  oemtrml  Landau  hotel 

to  IcaactnU  taw  Um 

coatlaaaaoe  of  that  Spirit 
that  reprcottU  the 
eternal  hope  for  a  Greater 

an  tala. 

For  eoaa  It  mbs  their  first 
'tailty  bttli)'  while  at 
least  oea  other  present  could 
data  paraoaal  loyalty  to 
OB*  a  serve  wehte  that  preceded 
seas  the  foeadatloa  of 
British  Del oe.  Among  those 
attesdlag  for  the  first  tlae 
mi  one  who  began  Independent 
research  25-year*  ago  lato 
the  argaalsatlaa,  leadership 
and  grass-roots  weebershlp  of 
BO  aad  today  cal  be  regarded 
as  pre-ealeeat  la  this 
subject.  A  Blackshirt  now 
oeer  SO  years  old  who  mi 
daeply  sored  to  discover  that 
the  Spirit  of  the  loveaeat 
continues  on  such  a  seals, 
and  a  foranr  OB  candidate  who 
polled  nearly  1000  eoten  la  a 
S. V.  London  council  election 
tO  prove  that  support  far 
Hoeley  tain  not  confine!  to 
East  London  strongholds 
alone. 


introduced  three  speakers 
free  diverse  walks  of  Ufa: 
Farmer,  Soldier  and  Market 
Varkar.  Though  the  style 
differed  the  message  that 
evening  froa  Bobert  Saunders 
(BE.  the  *  Bnjor'  sad  Dan 
■nrsston  was  strikingly 
constant. 

Ve  all  carried  s 

responsibility  that  neither 
family  nor  working 

carnal t neats,  age  nor  yearn  of 
previous  service  absolved  us 

from.  Ke _ mist _ all  do 

an  ar It lag  to  spread  the 
Spirit  aad  Ideas  that  brought 
us  together  far  if  we 
defaulted  suck  seetlngs  as 
tkls  had  so  meaning  The 
saoulderlag  eaters  were 
there,  favourable  to  all 
areas  of  0>‘s  thinking  Once 
fanned,  the  petty  farce  of 
present  day  Europe  could  be 
transformed  by  a  mighty  flaae 
of  awakening  purpose 
Bobert  Saunders  underlined 
the  potential  by  quoting 
recent  opinion  polls  on  a 
United  Europe :  nil  of  then  In 
favour.  But  It  was  earing  the 
young  that  the  trend  ms  even 
anra  narked:  T51  supported 
what  OB  called  long  ago 
‘Europe  a  Eat  ton*. 


^JEREMY  WALKER 


Old  Soldiers  Never  Die 
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rut  lUHTl  Itnui,  which  lw  ntmlwli  vied  in  tlm  1930*  to  drive  to 
•rUlsh  Union  acting  nnd  atrches.lt  still  90' "9  itronv.lt  recentljr  took 
part  In  the  Shell  tnlljr  at  tinei.  Its  present  wwf  would  welcoee  *«T 
dnUIH  of  It*  history,  'wounded'  hr  «  hullvt  nt  Mosley's  null  eeettag  In 
1936.  the  'old  ear-horse'  could  tall  n  tale  or  bo  If  It  could  telk. 

Seen  here  with  the  lender  driving  P*it  the  (leckihlrt  column  on  the 
(mrnntewt  if  ter  he  hnd  nerched  with  thee  frxm  lojrel  Hint-street  follou- 
Ine  -the  Settle  of  Cable  Street'  mi  October  4  1936. It  wi  finely  retired 
at  the  blackshirt  Cane  et  Selsey  le  1933  den  O.h.  wi  pretented  with  e 
mw  1C  by  aeaders  of  Irltltb  Union. 
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NORTHERN 

AFTERNOON  BUFFET 

Sunday 

September  24  1989 


tellwme  fnr  FrlMtef  OJL  by  tea  Cbrlstlsn.lOl  .Snell  Cnwrt.h 


Sn  iHemoriam 

*Mert  I  the  teund  of  many  voice*. 


SquadiMr.Bognor:  Sumner  1981 
CHHCTT. Charles: former  Mayor  of 
Beth n«1  Green,  Chairman  BG 
British  Legion:  Wjr.N/C  BG 
British  Un1on:53:ln  June  1939 


BOWAR.WUllas  JameiiPlntting, 


Manchester  British  Union. 

In  July  1939 
BBOMB.Chnrlei:  OAdr  Wevertree 
Liverpool  British  Union;  18B 
political  prisoner  1940:Un1on 
Movement  0/ldr.Sa1ford.Lsncs: 

In  June  1962 


COtE.Capt.T.f :  early  officer 


Burgess  Mill  British  Union: 

In  May  1939 
CRABTREE .Bill:  Bury. Lancs 

British  Un1on:Un1on  •toveemnt: 

In  July  1975 


PTMOCE.The  Rev  6,M:f leer  of  St. 
Bedes. Bri stol :  IBB  political 
prisoner  1940:  In  July  1956 
OOUTT. John:  Worcestershire 

Ntl. Farmers  Union  and  British 
Union  Perl .Candidate, Evesham: 
At  94:  In  July  1978 

GOUGH, Joseph  'Bowie ' :  Bass 

drumarr  Birmingham  British 
Union  0rumCorps:18B  political 
prisoner  arrested  after  coming 
through  Dunkirk  1940:ReJolned 
army  unit  on  release. 

In  July  1963 
~  .fictor;  Son  of  'Bowie' 
188  political  prisoner  after¬ 
wards  RAF.  On  27  June  1975 
SON.Cmdr.C.E.  08E.RD,  RMR. 


Rtd:D/Ldr  Bognor  British  Union 
Camp  Ldr.Huyton  Concentration 
Canp:!lever  recovered  froe  Caup 
111  health.  In  June  1948 
MOSLET .Maude  Lady:  Mother  and 
loyal  supporter  of  O.N.:  Head* 
of  Women's  BUF  in  early  days: 

On  20  June  1948 
HICHOLLS.Tot:  South  London 

British  Union.  In  Juno  1981 

TEWtl  COfTOM.Rafe:  British 


Early  British  Union  wem>er  and 
agent  for  BU  candidate  at 
Middleton  B  Prestwich.  Lancs. 
1940  Just  before  IBB  detent¬ 
ion  during  which  he  suffered 
severe  Interrogation  at  notor¬ 
ious  latchwere  House. Ham  Cam. 
After  the  war  he  entered  a 
retigeous  order. 

THOMSON. Pa laer: 


WANTED 


fOR  CASH: I  terns  relating  to  the 
political  and  personal  life  of 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley.  Also  aater- 


lal  on  the  hew  Part 


Union  of  fascists,  and  union 


Boa  C10I 


June/ July  1989 


OLD  COMRADES 


OBITUARY 


BILL  CLARKE 


WITH  REGRET  we  report  the  death 
la  Morpeth  of  BIU  CLAUSE .  An 
ea  Royal  Marine  Commndoe.lf  11 
was  Treasurer  of  north  West 
Branch  Union  Movement  froa 
1970  to  1974  when  he  returned 
to  his  native  NorthiAerland. 

GEORGE  TRESADEN 


OS  June  3rd  In  Bethnal  Green, 
9]  yr  old  GEORGE  TRESAOEH.  the 


brother  of  Arthur,  reaevtered 
by  many  as  "uncle’  who  died  a 
few  years  ago. 

The  Treslden's  gave  mich  val¬ 
ued  and  loyal  support  to  Mosley 
In  the  early  days  of  Union 
Nov  -vent  In  Cast  London. 

STAN  VERRALL 


AMOTNCR  old  coartd*  whose  de«th 
•»€  MdJj  report.  jIAH  fE BRAIL 
of  Croydon. 

A  weaker  of  British  Union, 
Stan  .s  active  In  the  Mosley 
Bookclubs  proceeding  the  birth 
of  Union  Movement  of  which  he 
was  a  founder  neater. 


Putting  it  right 


THERE  IS  not  a  more  able  defender 
of  OswaldHosley's  policies  and 
record  than  Lady  Mosley  -  as 
seen  here  In  a  letter  to  the 
Sunday  Tines 


Mosley  for  Europe 

PROFESSOR  SKIDll-.SK Y.  in  In* 
review  of  Alistair  Home'i  Macmillan 
Volume  II  (June  18),  write*  'll  can 
be  argued  that  Macmillan*  nuv 
management  of  Bntami  relation* 
with  f  ram  and  Germany  led  to  our 
bnng  c»  Judcii  from  (hr  Common 
Market  juu  when  the  country  •« 
u*nin*  to  low  influence  *n  Wadi 


,  lie  for*  on  “llomr  *  WJUcrly 
anal >  vis  of  thn  imbigliu  khiat  that 
the  (bwT  brtoem  Anunra  ami 
Lorocc  «at  "ot  clearly  arm  by  any 
mr  at  that  itmr  '  On  the  contrary  it 
waa  ctcsrty  mc*  by  OiaAl  M«irr 
on  mediately  (be  oar  coded  m  l*MS 
Tbt  idra  of  never  bring  morr  than  ao 


TAILPIECE 


■SC  CWdOT  LIVE  In  (this 
country  together  with  The 
Satanic  Versos  and  Salman 
aaidie.lhey  will  home  to  go* 
-Or  blia  Siddiqul .  director 
at  the  Moslem  Institute  this 

Must 'a  keeping  him? 


NO.20  AUGUST/SEPTEMBER  1989 


■The  Spirit  Lives. ..The  Rest  Mill  Follow 


i  ™E  MORNING  of  that  fateful  day.  Septeeber  3,  my  wife  and  I,  accompanied  by  our  two  youngest 

Ichlldren.were  sitting  on  oneof  the  downs  overlooking  Canterbury  with  Its  glorious  cathedral  splendid 
^^1n  the  bright  stumer  sunshlne.when  the  cathedral's  famous'Bell  Harry'bootned  eleven  o'clock.  I  knew 
that  from  that  moment  we  were  at  war  with  Germany  and  s’lck  at  heart  I  turned  to  my  wife  saying:  "The  Bell 
Harry  Is  sounding  the  end  of  the  British  Empire."  Few  would  have  agreed  with  me  at  that  time:  most  people 
would  have  considered  my  remark  to  be  preposterous. 7 


September  3  1939 


"And  Oswald  KdsI 


it  not  a 


And  was 


supreni?  trs 

wen 

of  our  i 

a  1 

rj'.TTHI 

Hitler  in  a  1 


should  have  been  shuffled  off  the 


IN  TRIBOTE  to  British 


Onion's  owi  historian 


DICK  BELLAMY,  vho  died  a 


51*15 


LiHMJ-i.1. 


i-T-tl-AS 


 •  !■  (-->■»  -  • 


Continental  Fascist* and  la 


FOR  ENGL  AND:  for  BRITAIN. 


for  GREAT  BRITAIN,  for 


LATE  NEWS-  Cobra"  P.6 


now  ’Enemies  HI  thin?" 
He  reciprocate  with 
•BBC  Trickery?" 


inmcnsely  destructive  for 


vea  to  be 


achieved 


In  any  cacsthe  BUF  did  not 
bsllsvsln  interventionism  in 
Europstn  affairs.  It  oon- 
that  Britain's  national  and 
taper  la  1  interests  would  be 
bast  served  by  avoiding  all 
foreign  entanglements  and 
concentrating  00  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  an  insulated  iso¬ 
lationist,  self  -  sufficient 
British  Biplre.  "Splenfid 
Isolation"  as  Lord  Beaver- 
brook  celled  it. 

From  the  time  of  Mnlch  we 


RAF  Ho. 9  Souadroe^I939 

'Life  to  be  sure  Is  nothing 
nidi  to  loose; 

But  young  men  think  It  Is. 
and  we  were  young.  * 

A. E. Houseman 


DAY  K.G:Age  20  and 
STOCKING  G.T.  :  22: 

RAF  9  Sqdn  and  mesber  of 
British  Union. Aircraft- 
man  2nd  Class  voluntary 
Air  Gunners  Wellington 
L4275:k111ed  In  action 
Septeaber 4 1939  bonblng 
German  battleships 
Brunsbuttel .Kell  Canal. 

KEN  DAY.  the  First 
British  Official  Casu¬ 
alty.  was  first  burled 
with  full  military 
honours  at  Cuxhaven.  He 
now  lies  at  Beckllngen 
War  Cemetery. Germany. 

GEORGE  BROCKING  Is  re- 
menbered  on  the  Air 
Force  MemorlaLRunn 


with  20546  other  airmen 
with  no  known  graves. 
THEIRS:A  GREATER  GLORY 


BRDNING,Clenent 


British  Union  Admin. 
Officer  l  NHQ  speaker: 
BU  Candidate  Wood  Green: 
31 :0n  August  17  1942  In 
German  Concentration 
when  brother  GUY  In 
British  Concentration 
Camp:  Burled  Cracow 
Comnnwealth  Plot, 
Poland. 


wotted  night  and  day  to  avoid 
conflict  with  Germany.  Desp¬ 
ite  the  frenzied  rearmament 
the  British  pi*) lie  was  In  a 
far  from  balllooma  mood,  and 
right  up  to  May  1940  we  re¬ 
ceived  a  far  mote  sympathetic 

spoken  against  the  war  In  ITHE  SPIRIT  LIVES 

1914.  _  r  O 


«at  Shall  Remember 


■Action"  II 


COMRADE 


ALLTHE  WAYTO 
ARMAGEDDON 


r 


Chamberlain 

Churchill 

•great 

•desperate 

humanity* 

gambler' 

The  Peacemaker 


and  the 
Warmongers 


i 


T  HAPPENSI  Over  a 
period  of  many 
year*  a  controvers¬ 
ial  figure  1*  the  object 
of  mi  versa  1  condoms  tian. 
Then  a  brilliant  young 
historian  oases  along  with 
the  evidence  that  refutes 
the  general  verdict.  This 
happened  In  the  case  of 
Oswald  Hoe Icy,  and  with 
the  publication  of  John 
Qiarmley'a 


jig 


Is  likely  to  happen  In 
the  case  of  Neville 


Chanberlain  had  been  a 
conpetent  If  uninspired 
Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  In  1923  and  1924 
and  again  between  1931 
and  1937,  vhen  he  succ¬ 
eeded  Baldwin  as  Leader 
of  the  Conservative  Party 
and  Prime  Minister. 
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when  an 


nc 


!■*  — 


■i..n 


Charmley  reminds  us  that: 

"Sucoeseive  British  Gov- 


■'■ai  M-IV-H 

LiLZi-Mil 


Twriry 


a  dir¬ 


and  Sir  Robert  Mai 


out  feeler*  to  aeak  terms. In  cuitum  and 

ldentl 


□mats 


deflected 


tact  with  the  Germans,  lord  decline  provides  both  my 

ted  to  the  war  country  and  my  book  with  a  *  nad  declared  that  *>*>  want 
Cabinet  that  a  favourable  syutolic  epitaph: 

.  "One  day  In  1908.  when  ™  escluelve  alii 

0,1  ,alr  •■as  aged  10  and 


^  _ _ _ _ _  _  small  town  In  East 

But  Churchill  was  now 


ter. So  instead  of  ,  .  . _  ..  , 

bank  from  the  river 


their  co-rel  1 
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little. 


out  on  the 
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of  hours 
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the  course  of  the  next 


more  than  800  of  for  ever.  Today, at  the  age  |  opera  tire:  on  the 


f  90,  I  see  Bengalis  I  that  there 


llsh  arriv- 


eta  from 


ared  that  same  East 


land  into  a  irulti-  I  Ho.  11  Efcaailnq  Street 


1#  frultl- lingual  and 
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PETER  MARCY 


cantrationCi 


■ atenc a  •  w  li 


without  tow  wild  weather,  without  a  bitter  north-easter,  as 


on. 


POLITICAL  PRISONER 


To  tome  of  ua  tt 
hat  not  boon  a  vasts  of 
time  at  new  frisnds  hava 
baan  mada  and  old  onaa 
conaolidatad.  In  various 
oay a  ua  prapara  for  t ha 
futura. 

let  us  hava  no  delusion 
as  to  tha  enormity  of  tha 
task.  As  I  ait  in  my 
littla  room  looking  out 
ovar  tha  aaa,  I  aomatimaa 
uondar  -  will  ua  hava  an- 
ough  faith  to  carry  ua 
through. 

I  think  of  tha  Leader. 


he  It  lurching  with  Motley  on  Brltlih  Union's  Hey 
Day  Kerch  froa  Westminster  to  Oaltton  In  1939 


buro 


t/September  1989 


COMRADE 


_ _  _i  Spring  Comas 

Again,  1033;  111  Taras  tba 

Land.  1045;  From  tba  Ground 
Op.  1050;  Tha  Stuff  tan’s  tada 
Of.  1050.  Kany  lattars  by 
Janks  relating  to  tha  K.K.A. 
and  O.M.A.C.  arm  undratood  to 
ba  among  tha  post-mar  films  of 
Tha  Saunders  Collection  in 
Sheffield  Uniaarsl ty  Library, 
tis  boo ka  can  ba  read  at  tba 
British  Museum  Library, 
London,  or  possibly  obtained 
through  Mooray's  Book  Finding 
Service  of  Bastings. 


Jho y/  Jeua.  at 
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lLK _ 


^  sj  t»<^r  u«^i 


J  &:  e^t  eJ~  jf, 

C^-cL  U>|« 


THE  FIRST  GREEN 
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oned  dominance  of  rail ti -cultural  ism  has  sent 


lish  people  to  dis invent  and  un-English  themselves. 


land  into 


still 


time  to  find 


lish  race.* 


triotism 


and 


to  rekindle  the 


■  tMt  S1M>>  TC1XGWH  «LCLfS>  11  1909 


Will  this  be  the  death  of  England? 


.ngland  was  lost  and  no  man  dun  I 
peak  truth  (John  Pym  1641) 

HE  ANNOUNCEMENT  thst  Mr 
ohn  Major.  th«  dcw  Foreign  Serre 
iry.  b  to  visit  Hoof  Kon|  ia  u 
Sort  lo  ryassure  raideali  about 


the  coloey'i  5  25 


Nigerian  as  Lord  Mayor,  shop 
keepers  tell  of  violent  intimidation 
of  (beix  staff  by  black  langt  it  is 
announced  that  the  majority  of 
inner  London  school  pupil  a  are  now 
from  immigrant  families,  police  are 
attacked  by  Asian  mobs  in  Brad 
ford,  and  Anglican  clerks  decide 
that  the  injunction  to  provide 
broadly  Christian  Services  in 


0»»ld  Lovlbond  Jtt.O'Btet 


dismissed  as  ‘colour  prejudiced" 
Rapid  integration  with  English 
society  was  the  ambition  of  the  oew 
arrivals  (as  well  as  the  official  pol 
icy  towards  them)  and  the  cekbra 
turn  of  immigrant  culture  was  very 
much  a  private  affair 


ter  of  geoaraphy,  a  neutral  or  new 
found-land  belonging  to  everyone 
and  oo  one  In  this  anciently  settled 
country  the  English  people  are 
rooted  in  the  land,  they  take  their 
traditions  from  it  aod  from  the 
older  races  who  preceded  them 
there  A  nation  is  a  people  aod  its 
land  together  aod  England  is  re  so 


A  Generation  of 
Racial  Betrayal 


the  white  section  of 


the  wwunl 


Of  Qiq 

land 

lan  aa  Lord  Ha 

•'our  yellow  school 


citizens'  and  hard-workinq  land 


and  profound  clerics  decide  that  the  in- 


of  the  Honq  Konq  1  unction  to  provide  broad  1 


reg.iw.-.j:.v--n 


and 


d  but  onoe  distract  the 


Minister  from  her 


to 

in 


death  of 


■reywmnf 


mo  debilitated  the 


that 


and  no  1 


vance  for  ethnic  national  Ian 


20,000  Huai  1m  burn  tha  Union 


The  Stranger  within  my  gates55 


HILDA  StLLAMT.  wife  of  the  late  Old  Bellewy.  whose 


words  ere  featured  on  our  front  p*g*>  has  pointed 
out  an  Incoaplete  line  In  our  use  of  Kipling's 
poeu  In  Co«wade  19.  We  cannot  sell  Kipling  short 
and  we  therefore  print  the  corrected  first  verse. 

The  stranger  within  my  gate. 

Be  may  be  true  or  kind. , 

But  he  does  not  talk  my  talk - 

I  cannot  feel  hie  mind. 

I  see  the  face  and  the  eyes  and 
the  mouth . 

But  not  the  soul  behind. 


the  past  Eiuabethan  “theme" 
perks  stand  in  for  history,  and  tele 
vision  costume  dramas  provide  a 
gilded  remembrance  of  an  older, 
simpler  England 

Reality  is  a  thumphaiist  black 
nationalism  which  reviles  aod 
despises  England,  demands  that 
every  trace  and  nuance  of  English 
coodemoed  as  racist,  and 


mat  islands 


le.wtio  despite  dlf f- 


were  bound 


ion  of  a 


f run  the  bazaar". He  believes 


le  are  rooted 


1  tiara  from  it  and  (runt  the 


laid  is  being  driven  from 


the  final  hope  for "oonf lnrust 


ion  and  reassurance  that  this 


is  the  place  of  the 


Almost  as 


of  multl-cul  turism 


Ia- 


ot  nation 


llahneaa  be  oan- 


dearad  ns  racist,  and  ins  Into 


that  Its  own  political 


i  rations  be 


nised 


indulged  and  its  crimes 


Bullied  and  constrained  to 


the 


la  know  sdsat  the 


Af  ro- 


rvva 


ic  used  to 


COMRADE 


The  writer  has  pi>llc*ly 
Initiated  a  dctau  that  la 
long  overdue  on  that  la 
probably  the  Major  problem 
facing  the  future  of  thla 
laland  race  and  tfUdi 
polltldana  at  all  partlaa 
have  deliberately  and  aan- 
slstlngly  evaded,  including 
the  never  'Greene •  and  other 
'ocneervetlonlat'  lnteraata 
who  loudly  clamour  for  the 
oonaerwation  at  wild  life, 
ancient  buildings  ed  nauseas 
but  l7>ore  completely  the 
guestlon  at  the  contimed 
editen  at  the  Indigenous 
British  race. 

Kr.Lovibond  has  developed 
his  oaae  with  Intellectual 
Integrity,  but  his  words  are 
also  a  cry  frosthe  heart  and 
a  breath  at  hope  to  the  ease 
of  ordinary  folk  »ho  have 
long  felt  and  know  these 
things. 

I  would  with  sane  respect 
differ,  teilese  1  an  ad  stall  an 
in  Mr.lovlbond's  view,  that 
It  la  only  a  potential  Inf  list 
at  nil  lions  at  Chinees  that 
poses  the  guestlon: 
Hat  sort  at  Bmlsnd  will 


at  alien  race  and 


rellgaon  la  Halted*,  and 


still  a  chance.  further 


la  ted  to  return 


of  lasaigrant  fanlllea  to  the 


1  an  la  of  their  own  cultures 


1  ly  and  work-nates 


You  have  the  ri 


rauln 


have  a 


do  BO. 

TO  your  children  and 


ALUTE 


TO  PERON 


BIGGEST  EVER 
CHINESE 
TAKE  AWAY 


here  have  been  very 
few  racial  trembles 
Involving  Chinese 
people  living  in  Britain. 

But  sane  people  want  to 
change  all  that. 

A  few  days  before  last 
Burner's  Euro-election, Baddy 
Aahdow,  leader  of  the  SLOP, 
was  an  TV  insisting  that  we 
had  a  acral  responsibility  to 
rehouse  3. 2 -mil  lion  Hong  Kong 
Chinese  In  the  United  King¬ 
dom. He  Inferred  that  anybody 
not  enthusiastically  agreeing 
with  his  was  clearly  racist. 
Not  surprisingly  his  party 
sank  without  trace  in  the 
election.  It  never  occurred 
to  his  that  transporting  the 
entire  population  of  the 
world's  sost  overpopulated 
island  and  dunping  them  on 
the  world's  second  most  over¬ 
populated  island  would  be 
viewed  not  as  a  worthy  act  of 
anti-racism,  but  as  another 
example  of  criminal  liswcy 
so  character  i  s  tic  of  the 

Soft  Centre  of  British  poli¬ 
tics. 

let  ua  be  clear  about  the 
Ikxsg  Kong  Chinese.  They  sere 
not  bam  in  Britain  -  neither 
were  any  of  their  ancestors - 
They  have  never  visited 
Britain. Their  way  of  life  1a 
not  British.  The  fact  that 
some  sdachievlous  politician 
gave  them  a  piece  of  paper 
entitling  them  to  citizenship 
«Ww«  not  soke  than  British 
If  the  word  has  to  have  any 


Kong  Chinese,  plus  another 
2  -8-sd.il  ion  mtitled  to  apply 
far  British  citizenship  want 
to  flse  the  Or— silst  take¬ 
over,  surely  Taiwan  is  the 
natural  home  for  anti -Hod 
Chinese?  Or  sane  other  unin¬ 
habited  group  of  Islands  in 
the  South  China  Seas.  The 
United  Nations  could  earn  its 
keep  for  a  change  by  organ¬ 
ising  the  exodus. 

Already  we  are  being  told 
that  the  British  economy 
would  benefit  from  the  entxe 
preneural  spirit  of  the 

Chinese  that  this  Instant  101 
increase  In  our  papulation 
would  bring. That  the  success 
of  'Hade  in  Hong  Cong 'la  be¬ 
cause  Chinese  businessmen 
somehow  have  sharper  brains 
than  their  British  counter¬ 
parts. 

But  not  that.  In  ^>lte  of 
'modern  technology',  it  la 
ba9ed  on  cheap  sweated  labour 
which  at  the  last  count  has 
destroyed  10  major  British 
industries  since  the  war. 

Some  shrill  voice  in  the 
Hong  Kong  legislature  are 
even  demanding  that  just  when 
Britain  Is  to  give  up  her 
last  colony , we  should  resune 
the  Inperlal  auntie 'and  be¬ 
came  enhrolled  in  a  dangerous 
dispute  with  China  over  the 
territory's  return  to  Chinese 
sovereignty  in  1997. 

I  would  suggest  that  an 
update  of  Mosley's  1939 
*Brltons  fight  far  Britain 
only*  policy  says  It  alls 


only*. 

In  the  end  It  li  ip  to  the 
British  popple  to  mitac  their 
views  boa.  Do  not  let  the 


he  late  JUsn  tarn  o t 
Argentina  ms  part  at 
the  Madam  Hjvement. 
The  siiislr  policies  at 
his  JUst  lria  1 1st  tarty  had 
asjcb  in  oomm  with  Mosley's 
post-tor  syndicalist  prop- 


in  1950  Mosley  visited 
Argentina  far  talks  with  the 
Government,  and  during  1960s 
he  suggested  Including  thla 
part  of  South  America  In 
united  Europe  as  part  of 
Europe  Overseas . 

Any  early  hope  of  this  sank 
with  the  Belgrano  In  the 
Falk  lands  war,  thlxh  should 
have  been  abided  by  a  clear 
statement  of  intentions  and 
firm  negotiations. 

Instead,  Gal  tier  i  and 
Thatcher  presided  over  a 
conflict  the  cost  the 
lives  of  hundreds  of 
young  Britons  and  Argentin¬ 
ians  while  serving  to  divert 
attention  from  internal  ec- 
omic  problems  in  both 
countries. 

It  does  not  pass  un¬ 
noticed  that  the  period  of 
Boon's  greatest  Influence 
could  well  occur  after  his 
death,  and  there  are  many 
wishing  to  congratulate  the 
Peronist  Movement  on  its 
recent  victory. 

The  new  President,  Carlos 
Mania,  has  a  penchant  tor 
silk  shirts  and  has  a  flam¬ 
boyant  life  style  and  era 
hopes  his  new  government  un¬ 
ites  the  Argentinian  people 
with  constructive  policies 
of  economic  reform  based  on 
enterprise  and  justice  and 
avoids  Military  adventures 
as  the  means  to  claim 
territories  in  which  Argent¬ 
inians  do  not  live. 


Britain  cannot  become  tfr- 
<wHal  Welfare  Worker  of  the 
world.  If  3. 2-million  Hong 
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started  World  War  11  tnd 


Is  being  coossemorated. 


JUDEA  DECLARES  WAR  ON  GERMANY 


Mr.  CharcklWi  Withering 
Attack  On  Premier 


two  months  of  Hitler  achlcv 


of  March  14  1933. Me  cannot  reca 


to  the 


any  official  commemoration? 
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"I  too  can  hiss  the 
hear  of  men  erects 
because  ny  lips  are 
tfenanous  with  truth? 

Roy  Campbell 


Diana  Mosley:  radio  guest 


I'.AVJ. 


SET 

'Til 


-n 


have  released  the  news  of 
L*dy  Mosley's  broadcast, and 
anticipated  the  reaction  In 
specific  areas, yet  when  the 
the  Janners  of  this  world 
turn  on  the  pressure  they 
dither  and  dither. 


1-iU.l  iJl.'.- 


:  i-Ur.LH  '  ir'.j  1  -«l 


Or  will  her  friends  this 


time 


corded  voice, and  seme  other 


a  Ion  for  broadcast? 


Read  on 


that 


50th 


Declaration  of  ter  that 


bel 


and  disastrous  for  their 


SEE 


Kltfon1#*aa  killed 


in  Burma/  and  that  the  ttxat 


1  Casualties  of  the 


r=H 


■  lights  Mosley's  seepcy,boe- 
berds  editors  with  enough 
to  give  the  ljgxeeelon  that 
the  country  Is  full  of  re¬ 
tired  British  fascists*,  he 
Indulged  In  ease  further 


WslaylbM  died  fighting 
Hitler  Is  Irrelevant.  Plenty 
aura  would  heva  collaborated 
had  he  conquered  os*,  and 
left  on  holiday  where  he 


HEAR  LADY  MOSLEY 


Sunday  3rd  Septesher 
BBC  World  Service 
12.30 


Sunday  1st  October 
BBC  Radio  4 
•Desert  Island 01  scs' 
12.15 
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flirt?"** 


it/September  1989 


COMRADE 


vangulahnd*  they  created  ret¬ 
rospective  International  law 
to  ma<e  dann  sure  that  those 
In  the  vanquished  nation 
only, would  be  found  guilty  as 


And  Britain's  so-called 
'War  Criminals' 

Travesty  of  Justice 


The  second  was  from  the  Labour 
Party  and  the  1 lbera 1 -Lef  t 
which  cl  aimed  there  was  a  mor¬ 
al  duty  to  resist  Hitler  by 
alliance  with  the  Soviet 
Union,  whether  resistance  was 
In  British  Interest  and  with¬ 
in  her  capability  or  not, 
and  whether  the  Soviet  Union 


as  we  suggested  In  our 
^Febr-uary/Harch  “Comrade* 
when  we  reported  that  Soot- 
land  Yard's  Serious  Crimes 


similar 


Hitler  that 
involve  Br: 


British 

Hitler 


I  as  sure,  with  the  aid  of 
a  feu  video  tapes  recorded  by 
our  silent  and  currently  un- 


that  ha  wanted  war  against  the  this, a  young  two  year  old  in- 
Soviet  ttu.cn,  and  found  himael  f  client,  and  the 'result'  of  the 
at  war  with  Britain  and  Prance  Government's  16 -month  Mar 


Initiated  by  the  victorious 
qlo/Amerlcan  Miles,  and 


lalmed  that 


BEST  wishes  for  a  good 
recovery  to  old  comrade 
McNeil  Sloane  in  Australia 
who  writes  to  us  after 
breaking  his  neck  in  an 
accident. 

Boer  | 

"After  a  per- 
iod  in  intens- 
sive  care  and 

months 

in  various  kBESm 
braces  am  now 

left  with  restricted  move- I 
in  my  neck “he  said. 

“Otherwise  very  fit"! 

New  Party, BUF“l“Squad  and 
London  NHQ  led  to  18B  arr¬ 
est, escaping  between  camp 
transfers, Recaptured  he  was 
sent  to  Peel  Concentration 
Cairp.Isle  of  Man, where  he 
spent  much  of  his  time 
tunneling  under  the  road, 
but  caught  within  6  feet  of 
escape, resulting  in  trans¬ 
fer  to  Brlxton  Jail. 

There  were  some  who  would 
have  wished  to  break  his 
neck  years  ago, we  have  told 
him-including  perhaps  at 


an  antiquarian  bookshop  in  Reigate 
a  very  old  book,  "Nature  in  Downland 
writer  M.H. Hudson 


[  1  si  ting 
upon 


published  in  1920, 
quotation  in  the  book  pasted  to  a  card 
When  I  read  it  I  was  filled  with  1i 
recalling  the  monstrous  folly  of  1939. 

Albert  Coates, Sutton 
The  quotation  was  actually  from  Mosley's 
stirring  speech  at  the  Albert  Hall  in 
in  March  1935. 

Let  usconplete  his  passionate  appeal  to 
the  British  to  "dare  to  be  great". 

"For  (hit  thall  be  the  epic  generation 
which  tcaies  again  the  heights  of  Time  and 
History  to  see  once  more  the  immortal 
lights — the  lights  of  sacrifice  and  high  en-  ,  i 
deavour  summoning  through  ordeal  the  soul 
of  humanity  to  the  sublime  and  the  eternal.  *“ 
The  alternatives  of  our  age  are  heroism  II 
or  oblivion.  There  are  no  lesser  paths  in  the  [t| 
history  of  Great  Nations.  Can  we,  therefore,  Jfj 
doubt  which  path  to  choose? 

“  Let  us  to-night  at  this  great  meeting  give  ^ 
the  answer.  Hold  high  the  head  of  England;  av 
lift  strong  the  voice  of  Empire.  Let  us  to  rj? 
Europe  and  to  the  world  proclaim  that  the  £-4 

heart  of  this  great  people  is  undaunted  and  n 

Invincible.  This  flag  still  challenges  the 
winds  of  Destiny.  This  flame  still  burns.  *3 
This  glory  shall  not  die.  The  soul  of  Empire  |]k 
Is  alive,  and  England  again  dares  to  be  icfc 
great." 

By  their  stupendous  folly  of  1939,  out  politician 

APPEAL  FOR  GREATNESS.  FOR  THE  BRITISH  TO  SWPASS 


times. Rosetta! 


COMRADE 


August /September  1989 


HAMQWTH  Lt-Col  S1ri.1oo<?1  Bcrtml. 


Hen  r 


emormm 


tfHajkI  the  sound  of  many  voices 
Eohoea  through  the  vale  of  agoa 


BU  historian:  former  Northern 

Organiser:  In  August  1986 

BOX^H: Vestal  ns ter  St. George's  BU 
Founder  member  Cab  Trade  Croup: 

On  9  September  1939 
CAlLAfiHAN.MkJ  6.H:  father  of  J 
daughter  Members  and  husband 
Woman  O/ldr:  In  September  1938 
PAT.A.C:  E/london  BU:0ea1er  post 
war  of  rare  books, Dubl In. 

In  September  1974 
lor.OSO  1C:  BU:  de- 


80  WDuld  wish  his 


talned  188  with  Hrs.de  Laesso: 
A  founder  Member  Norwich  and 
king's  Lynn  Union  Movement: 

FlO  ElllOtt  I"  August  1948 

OflON.B.  Early  member  Nelson  A 
Colne  BU:  I"  September  1938 

OOCVRA.Joe  Hackney  BU:1940-1945 
Merchant  Navy :0n  26  August  1988 
KMCBCIC 


Watts 


Jorlan 


1— e>»f  Q.w.  Sy  John  Clir  I  stlaw.lQI  ,0rw1  1  Court. homnaM  aoad.toneoe.f  «p» 


Bel  lam 


TEE  VICTOR 
SERVICES 
OUD 


Jenks 


former  01  r. of  Naval  Intelligence 
A  Pres.  RN  Col  lege:  founder  Anglo* 
German  'Link' : Detained  188:  Son 
also  detained. another  killed  In 
action  1941 :Author*from  Admiral 
to  Cabin  »o>-  1917. On  13.9.1971 
Q-LIOTT. ’Flo’ plough  BU:  hustwnd 
detained  188:  Founder  aeaber 

Bournemouth  UM  later  Sth. London 
activist.  In  September  1982 
EVENS ,C.C 'Eddy ' :Upmlster:  former 
Sth. London  3U  and  UM. 

On  17  August  1986 
HART.C.O:  Research  Dept.BU  A  Ed. 
"Action*  briefly  1940  for  which 
detained  188:P1oneer  of  UM. 

In  Au9ust  19S0 


AWORDG.U.A:  Sth.Maawrsml  th 

Branch  BU  On  2.9.1938 

BARR0M.0av1d:8U:UM  organiser  and 
speaker, Oxford:  I*»  August  1980 
BO-LAltS.Co—  nder  Carl  yon:  BU: 
former  HP  Maidstone  and  lecturer 
RN  College: 'Act Ion 'contributor: 

On  22  August  19SS 


OBITUARY 


i-  » 


Vi 


Mb 


m 


Commander 
Carlyon 
Bel lairs 


Sir  Lionel 
Berkeley 
Holt 
Haworth 


FRIENDS] 


OP  IW=j 


Sunday 

September  34  1909 


London  Olst/Insp.  In  Canada. 

In  August  1988 
amwpMO.Me  t;  Bethndl  trtw  BU 
and  UM.  In  Sepumer  195? 

ROU.AitDS.Mrs  Martha :BU»  aether 


BU  l  UN's  Jack  Rowltnds.-At  92: 

In  jLuaust  1977 
SWIFT  .Reginald ,S*dft9,:UPton  BU: 

In  SeptmScr  1938 
TRn.OUR.Fay:  1939a  t»  mu 

racing  drlr*r:  Jolnad  BU  after 
start  of  ear  and  •«  detained  18$: 
Remained  loyal  supporter  ef  OM 
In  UM  until  her  death. 

On  2  August  1981 
WATTS.C.F. •Charlie*:  Olst/Insp 

Westminster  St. George  BU: Organ¬ 
iser  tendon  Cab  Trade  Croup:  BU 
Cam  laader  Ascot  Concentration 
Cam-  0"  26  August  1871 

WILLI AMSOW  Henry:  «HQ  BAanch  BU: 
Author  'Tarka  the  Otter’. 

On  13  August  1977 


led  end  said  has 


that  at  the  Moment  we 


THE  HIGH  COST  of  accomodation 
In  London  In  addition  to 
travelling  expenses  prohibits 
the  attendance  of  a  nutter  of 
our  old  comrades  at  our  Annual 
Corrmnor a tion  Dinner. 

For  those  who  have  been  in 
the  services, we  would  remind 
them  that  the  Victory  Services 
Club  at  Marble  Arch  is  still 
going  strong  and  has  excellent 
facilities  for  a  London  base. 

The  Menterahlp  Fee  ham 
recently  been  increased  to 
£7.50,  but  this  gives  an  en¬ 
titlement  to  bedroom  accomo¬ 
dation  which  at  £11.70  -  £15 
far  single  rooms,  and  £30  for 
doihle  cmXes  it  well  worth 
while. 

Addri63/79  Seymour  St.  W2  2HT 


QLhz  Commemoration  ©inner 


SATURDAY  NOVEMBER  18th 


Make  your  reservation 


OF  FRIENDS  OF  O.M 


■The  Spirit  Lives... The  Rest  Will  Follow 


else 'Is  to  believe  that  the  ti 


for  even  a 


a  better  chanoe  of  eating  the  missl 


ovemiqht  tx> 


to  him  a  German  In  favour  of 


The  Rhetoric 
and  the 

l  REALITY^ 


ft  W CAN  CD  BUSINESS  with  Mr  .Gcahichev  f,  said  Mrs. 
I  Thatcher  after  her  first  Meeting  with  the  new 
look  Soviet  President  Kikhall  Gorbachev. 
Surely,  one  of  the  most  foolish  remarks  sade  by  a 
British  Prise  Minister. 


Churchill  said  something 
similar  about  Josef  Stalin 
after  signing  the  1941  pact 
between  Britain  and  the 
Soviet  Union,  lie  also  said 
it  was  to  shape  "new  free¬ 
dom  and  glory  for  all  man¬ 
kind*. 

The  reality  has  been 
almost  50  years  of  abjection 
of  Eastern  Europe  to  the 
'liquidation'  of  ocaiitleaa 
thousands  of  Its  peoples. 

And  behind  the  'glasnost* 
and  'perestroika*  and  the 
Gorbachev,  gaining  accept¬ 
ance  as  the  architect  of  the 
Soviet  terror  machine  by 

MOSLEY  RIGHT 

"Can  you  imagine  tlvit  the 
Soviets  are  going  in  the 
moment  of  success  to  be¬ 
tray  every  principle  in 
which  they  have  ever  be¬ 
lieved?  They  clearly  will 
not  do  so  after  they  have 
got  what  they  want,  t*\ich 
is  rapid  equipment  at  the 
expense  of  the  West,  and 
free  equipment  when  the 
loans  are  repudiated  be¬ 
cause  they  need  no  more 
assistance". 


Western  liberals  and  some 
who  should  no  better, is  the 
reality. 

Whls  is  that  Russia  is 
still  spending  20pc  of  its 
wealth  each  year  on  defence 
and  the  last  four  years  it 
has  risen  by  3 pc  each  year. 

Nearly  3,500  tanks,  600  a 
year  more  than  the  Brezhnev 
days, have  been  rolling  out 
of  Soviet  factories  since 
Gorbachev  came  to  power. 

Its  navy  is  being  expanded 
and  modernised. Two  aircraft 
carriers  are  being  built, and 
a  frigate,  three  destroyers 
and  a  third  guided  missile 
cruisers  were  sdded  to  the 
fleet  last  year. 

In  many  ways  its  navy  is 
more  powerful  than  the  US 
Navy, with  385  submarines,  the 
world’s  largest.lt,  is  nearly 
three  times  those  in  service 
with  the  US, and  Includes  the 
Typhoon  class,  the  largest 
undersea  craft  in  the  war  Id. 

With  1,650  aircraft  in  its 
naval  air  arm.  It  is  larger 
than  the  conblned  British, 
French  and  West  German  air 
forces. 

And  though  they  make  a 
show  of  their  willingness  to 
negotiate  a  few  oi  their 


Qranin. 

we  will 

never 

turn  off 

that 

roadf. 

(obsolete)  rockets 


the  production  of  their 
long-range  cruise  missiles 
has  tripled, new  mobile  SS24s 
and  2Ss  are  being  deployed, 
and  first  strike  sS-lBs  with 
10  warheads  are  being 
modernised. 

In  the  1930s,  a  visit  to 
'the  workers  paradise',  as 
nary  then  believed,  by  TUC 
General  Secretary  Sir  waiter 
Citrine  resulted  in  his  book 
"I  Search  for  Truth 
in  Soviet  RbsU*. 

He  should  have  known  that 
the  last  place  to  look  for 
elusivequality  was  the  land 
to  wham  henlnlvid  bequeathed 
"Truth  a  petty  bourgeois 
prejudice",  and  the  reality 
is  that  little  has  changed. 

For  behind  the  Kona  Lisa 
smile, and  a  vast  public  re¬ 
lations  exercise  to  portray 
Marxism  with  a  htanan  face 
pursuing  a  'democratic  road 
to  socialism*,and  suggested 
retreat  from  the  goal  of 
world  Conrnumsm,  he  was,  in 
a  speech  at  the  70th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  bolshevik 
revolution  two  years  ago, 
reaffirming  the  Marxist  ob¬ 
jective  of  the  Oanrunist 
vrorld. 

Muthe  did  not  say, but  it 
would  be  already  know  and 
understood  by  trie  kraal  in 
old  guard,was that  theConn*- 
unist  system  was  finaly  go¬ 
ing  banknpt  and  that  it  was 
time  to  make  the  classic 
Marxist  retreat  when  faced 
with  superior  farce. 

The  superior  force  was 
Wests 's  deployment  of 
Pershing- 2  and  Cruise  miss¬ 
iles  which  the  Moscow  orch¬ 
estrated  agitation  had 
failed  to  prevent. 

Confirmation  of  the  per¬ 
ilous  state  of  the  system's 


@  British  Union  ( 
ROLL  OR  HONOUR 


BANCS  Lt  .Jack  F.L.i 


R.Suksck  Rsgt  littadwl 
Cloucestcn] :  Age  20: 
Killed  Inaction  3  Nov. 
1944:Burled  Geel  Mar 


three  Brighten  Branch 
British  Union  Beaten 


RAF  VH:  63  Sqdn:  kilhrf 
in  action  in  Berlin  Of>~ 
eratlon  15  ttovenbex  1940 
Age  24:  Rencnbcrnd  on 
Rnqaale  Air  Faroe 
Manorial  .Macbcr  Croydon 
Branch  British  Ohior.: 

CHLIES  W/0  John  Bt 
RAF  VR:611  Sgdi:  Killai 
in  qm.  30  November  1*43. 
Age  26:  HatWeral  on 
Broywlc  Air  Faroe 
Memorial:  British  Chian 
speaker  and  one  of  three 
P4>1I<  Of  Lcytun  Cbunty 
High  School  Vo  joined 
Leytonstjone  Brajich  know 
to  have  been  killed  in 
Services  in  ttorld 
Mar  li. 

11KB  Pte  W.Fi 

HEME;  Rilled  in  action 
27  October  1944, France: 
Reraanberod  on  Services 
Memorial  .Norwood  Cemet¬ 
ery,  Laabeth:  Kwbrrcf 
Mirwjud  Branch  British 
Onion. 

WHITE  It. Albert  ti 
lews :  Killer!  in  action 
m  Trawler  "Itarthern 
Rawer*  5  Mjvesiier  1*39: 
trlcester  Branch  Bt . 
Union:  R— Sacred  on 
Lowestoft  Mar  Meourlal. 


f  inanccs  wns  given  last  July 
when  Soviet  economist 
Nikolai  Shmelyov  suggested 
ways  to  raise  or  save  hard 
currency. 

A  member  of  the  new  Soviet 
par  1  lament , he  had  previously 
told  them  they  wire  heading 
for  a  financial  crash  by 
1992  unless  harsh  measures 
were  taken. 

Now  he  was  telling  them 
that  the  Soviet  Union  needed 
(9,500m  in  cash  immediately 
and  (3-4, 000m  a  year  for  the 
next  two  or  three  years  in 
borrowing  from  Western  nat¬ 
ions,  which  should  be  used 
to  'modernise*  outdated 
factories*.  J 


WEAR  A  RED  ROSE 

ON  MOSLEY  DAY 


ffl) c  Commemoration  ^Dinner 

SATURDAY  NOVEMBER  18th  1989 


WEAR  A  REO  ROSE 

on  MOSLEY  DAY 


CQMRADg 


October/Novernber  1989 


(Ckcr  unique  comradeship  throughout  remains  oufteriy  ion?  Man  the  iut 


“f -  without  that  war,  recovery  European  leaders  before  1920. 
from  the  classical  Sluap  In  Tl.ey  would  take  over  as  'oorv- 
this.the  key  country  .would  have  tractors  "on  the  demolition  site 
lnpoeslble  for  the  Old  Gang  but  (which  is  what  Europe  hu  become 
lust  the  Job  for  British  Union  under  existing  management)  and 
tovemmer*..  commence  to  build  the  structure 

'readme  means  war”  was  as  whose  principle  architect  was 
false  as  it  was  cunning.  The 
Truth  was  'Anti  -fascism  means 
War*»  after  all  Germany  had 
recovered  miradously  WITtCX/T 
war,  but  Hitler  allowed  himself 
to  be  misled  Into  sabre— fa tt  1  Lng 
which  effectively  put  an  end  bo 
British  Union  and  its  hopes  and  such  oddments  as  the  state  of 
dreams.  defence  -  including  Eastern 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  Europe  handed  on  a  plate  with 
Brother ‘a  War,  ’recovery'  has  Churchill's  herd  gift  to  the 
gone  on  with  massive  borrowing  Keocv  tyrant/  ’foreign*  ex¬ 
tras  -  apart  from  Soviet  change  still  preferred  to  a 
Russia  -  the  only  winner,  the  European  currency  -  imagine 
United  States  to  shorn  we  have  Aar  rife  with  about  fifty 
been  totally  subordinated,  from  currencies, not  to  mention  fifty 
Churchill  onwards.  armies);  the  Northern  Ireland 

Without  Mosley,  the  Common  debacle;  our  welfare  state  run 
Market  has  been  'a  hair  lark'  on  inflation  of  the  currency 
and  we  are  today  sore  than  ever  and  the  bureaucracy;  cur  edu- 
at  the  mercy  of  his  k&te  noire,  cation  and  training  a  ruin- 
world  Trade.  oualy  expensive  ahanblee  and 

Before  the  war  British  Union  finally  the  ’ethnlc’anxy  of 
could  struggle  affectively, given  ooogmtion  sore  shameful  than 
the  previously  mentioned  time  military  defeat  (that  fifth 
lag;  since  .exclusion  from  news-  ooliasi  let  them  in  from  Brixton 


"What  fifth  coition  let  the* 
1  n  from  Brl  zton  onwards” 


By  Bill  Pods 


HOT  LONG  before  he  died  la  October 
1984, BILL  OOOS  gave  his  views  oa 
the  past. the  present.* ltd  the  part 
to  be  played  by  Mosley's  eld 
cowades  Is  his  vision  of  the 
future. In  a  letter  to  the  editor. 

•Comrade*  had  aot  yet  been  bora 
to  we  mow  publish  hit  letter  In 
tribute  to  Ms  memory . 

A  pre-war  mevber  of  Croydon 
British  Union,  he  was  Accounts 
Inspector  In  the  early  days  of 


Bill  Oods  flanks 
O.H.  on  Union 
Movement's  first 
mrch  on  Hay  Day 
1948  la  Oalston 


European  nation  desperately 
weakened  by  1918  and  menaced  by 
Contiunism. 

Italy  in  the  1920s .Germany  in 
the  1930s,  and  if  our  German 
conpanions  had  not  queered  the 
pitch  by  letting  themselves  be 
led  unnecessarily  into  the  sec¬ 
ond  war  required  by  Internation¬ 
al  Finance  for  its  survival,  it 
would  have  been  our  turn  in  the 
1940s  to  do  the  Job  properly. 

If  only  we  had  all  been  en¬ 
tirely  exhausted  and  ruined 
together  in  1918  as  was  to 
happen  In  1945,  Faaclom_aould 
have  got  off  bo  .a  concerted 
European  start  instead  of  going 
off  in  separate  ways  as  each 
nation  collapsed  in  successive 
decades.  Out  of  that  inevitable  long  - 

Mosley  stressed  the  need  for  delayed  crash, fate  could  produce 

European  Union  in  the  Fascist:  heavyweights  unknown  at  present 


■  ■OST  OF  OS  have  spent  the 
III  best  part  of  our  lives 
^'■associated  with  Oswald 
Mosley, sharing  his  ideas  and 
serving  the  Movement  to 
propagate  them. 

Economically  the  aim  was  to 
create  ir.  our  self-  sufficient 
part  of  the  world,  a  stable 
market  based  on  wages  adequate 
to  absorb  modem  production. The 
international  cut-throat  trade 
racket  with  its  Conminist  ca*v 
followers  has  beaten  us  in  what 
may  be  called  ’the  first  half. 

How  did  this  happen? 

Each  decade  between  the  wars 
of  the  old  system  saw  the 
adaption  of  the  new  Idea  by  a 


Europe :Nosley  Its  principle 


Our  unique  c-xarodeship 
throughout  remains  ever  precious 
as  our  opuntry,  propped  up  for 
a  few  vdhpe-by  North  Sea  oil 
totterk  on  the  brink,  far  worse 
for  weal  than-  i€  ever  was  fifty 
years  ago. 

Thanks  to  all  thoee  comrades 
of  British  Union  and  Onion 
Movement,  evany  of  vfxxe  grew 
from  youth  to  age  and  died  in 
Mosley  and  Brl tain ‘a  cause. 


1 1 GORBACHEV 


Mosley  saw  it  all  thirty 
years  ago  and  warned  of 
such  events. 

He  nevertheless  insisted 
that  the  West  should  main¬ 
tain  a  permanent  dialogue, 
with  the  Soviets  because ’we 
live  in  the  same  war  Id', but 
a  debate  backed  by  the 
strength  of  our  defences , 
and  realisation  of  the 
Soviet  'double-talk*. 

And  Gorbachev's  gamble  may 
not  have  al  loved  enough  for 
the  iq>surge  of  nationalism 
in  Eastern  Europe  and  some 
Soviet  states,  a  situation 
vbichvben  the  time  is  right 
could  still  be  squashed  by 
a  regime  trained  only  to 
rule  by  terror. 

The  West  should  also  take 
head  of  a  striking  miner  in 
the  Western  Siberian  city 
of  Novokuznetsk  last  .July 
who  said  to  Sunday  Telegraph 


Since  receiving  i  letter  to 
this  effect  from  SBC  Clulnun 
Harmeduke  Hussey, a  research  Into 
the  Jewish  Calendar  has  not  re¬ 
vealed  anymore  than  normal  Jew¬ 
ish  'sensitivity*  for  that  date. 

Previous  dates  postponed  af¬ 
ter  pressure  from  the  Board, 
other  Jewish  fundamentalists  and 
friendly  Fleet  Street  hacks:- 
Sep  17  -  'too  close  to  SOth 
Anniversary,  of  mor':  Oct  I  — 
*  second  day  of  Jewish  New  Tear: 
Oct  8  -  'Tom  Klppur.  Jewish 
Christmas  Day:  Nov  19  •  'Jewish 
ei-sarvlcmens  nxrch  to  the 
Cenotaph'. 

'  what  this  has  to  do  with  an 
English  elderly  lady  choosing 
her  mislcal  favourites  and 
answering  questions  on  her  life 
1st  question  that  bewilders  the 
the  light-entertainment  radio 
public. Even  If  she. among  others, 
did  comeat  favourably  t  long 
time  ago  on  tbe  man  mho  urns  the 
sworn  Jewish  enemy  .but  mow  dead 
for  over  half-* -century. 

I  have  heard  It  said  that  TV 
could  develop  further  this  al¬ 
most  unbelievable  but  true 
life  drama.  By  the  tame  team 


that  produced  'The  Minister  for 
Silly  Walks*. 

And  If  the  new  date  again 
provos  'sensitive*,  why  not  ft* 
It  for  the  eve  of  the  Christian 
BayT  It  Is  ■  Sunday, the  'Desert 
Oltcs'day.and  this  would  surely 
not  pose  a  problem  for  the 
Jewish  ethnic  minority. 

It  would  also  move  It  off  a 
full  agenda  and  permit  norm  time 
for  the  publicity  campaign  to 
persuade  Parliament  bring  In 
that  new  retrospective  law. That 
which  though  alien  to  British 
legal  tradition,  would  permit 
the  harassment,  hunting,  and 
maybe  hanging  of  old  men, chosen 
as  show  trial  'war  criminals', 
their  'guilt*  already  assumed 
by  way  of  most  dubious 
evidence. 

All  to  stop  antl-semetlsm 
which  they  say  Is  again  rising, 
Adolf  Hitler  Is  now  long  gone, 
to  who  or  what  Is  now  the  cause? 

They  should  look  within  them¬ 
selves. Are  there  wo  wise  Jewish 


<  Puppet  on  a 


String 


My  Holt  In  the  Board  of 
Oeputles  of  British  Jaws, 
that  august  body  renowned 
-putting  .  the  Interests  of  the 
Jewish  people  first,  tells  me 
that  the  four  tines  postponed 
DESERT  ISLAND  DISCS  BBC  broad¬ 
cast  featuring  Lady  Mosley  Is 
now  arranged  for  Nov  26. 


By GORDON 

beckwell 


1M 


COMRADI 


The  War  was  ostensibly  de¬ 
clared  to  protect  the 
sovereignty  of  Poland.  <5 
years  of  Russian  rule 
followed.  The  War  was  supp¬ 
osed  bo  make  Europe  safe  for 
democracy.  By  1948  there  were 
more  dictatorships  than  ben 
years  previous.  It  was  supp¬ 
osed  to  safeguard  Britain's 
First  Power  status.lt  loot  us 
all  of  our  national  wealth, 
our  Dipire,  and  reduced  us  to 
a  third-rate  power. 

It  was  supposed  bo  save 
persecuted  minorities ,  but 
most  of  them  perished  as  a 
direct  result  of  it.  It  was 
supposed  bo  saveguard  the 
interests  of  the  'freedom 
loving'  peoples  of  the  world 
but  about  sixty  million  died. 
It  was  supposed  to  produce  a 
better  war Id. The  neuclear  age 
and  the  Broadwater  Estate 
followed.  Whatever  the  yard¬ 
stick,  the  War  didn't  succeed 
in  any  of  its  goals. 

It  might  have  been  thought 
that  once  this  was  realised 
the  British  people  would  have 
turned  to  hoe ley  in  his  post¬ 
war  Union  Movement,  bom  out 
of  his  pre-War  British  Union 
who  had  prohesledso  correctly 
the  folly  of  it  all.  But 
peoeple  who  had  given  6  years 
of  their  lives  and  endured 
terrible  losaes  could  not  be 
be  expected  to  admit  it  was 
all  for  nothing.  They  h<*l 
to  believe  it  was  for  some¬ 
thing  worthwhile. 

Only  now,  when  a  new 
generation  can  apply  logic, 
are  voices  outside  our  ranks 
beginning  to  point  out  that 
the  war  was  bad  value  for 
money  and  sad  news  for 
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IT  CAN'T  BE  SUCH  FUN 
being  an  old-time 
British  Oocmunist 
these  days. 

The  kind  that  cut  their 
teeth  on  the  Spanish 
Civil  War  and  stayed  loyal 
through  Hungary  in  '56  and 
Czechoslovakia  In  '68. 

Until  some  five  years  ago 
large  chunks  of  the  world  were 
still  falling  to  Russia.  You 
could  still  put  your  faith  in 
the  inevitability  of  gradual¬ 
ism.  But  then  the  droam  of 
One-World  ruled  from  Moscow 
suddenly  turns  into  a  CPGB 
veteran's  nightmare.  Along 
comes  a  Soviet  Premier  who 
starts  doing  more  than  a  pass¬ 
able  imitation  of  a  Lick- 
Spittle  Lacky  of  American 
Capitalism. He  wants  to  intro¬ 
duce  private  enterprise,  free 
the  satellite  states  of  East¬ 
ern  Europe  and  replace  the 
Dictatorship  of  the  Proletar¬ 
iat  with  multi-  party 
elections. Many  a  wrinkled  Red 
Crusader  must  be  bolding  his 
head  in  his  hands  and  wonder¬ 
ing  if  it  was  all  worthwhile. 

But  cheer  up, everything  may 
not  be  as  bad  as  it  seems. The 
latest  figures  shew  clearly 
that  Soviet  military  strength 
has  actually  increased  over 
the  past  year  and  not  fallen 
as  the  casual  reader  of  tab¬ 
loid  newspapers  might  suppose. 
The  most  spectacular  increase 
being  in  new  tanks  recently 
delivered. 


And  while  Solidarity  has 
been  given  the  Polish  Economy 
to  run,  control  of  foreign 
policy  and  defence  remains 
firmly  in  Communist  hands. 

It  looks  like  the  idea  is 
to  'franchise'  out  of  the 
running  of  Indus cry  to  the 
group  best  able  to  produce 
results,  and  use  the  greater 
wealth  to  pursue  Soviet  aims 
by  other  methods. 

But  if  every  card-carrier 
in  the  West  was  let  into  the 
secret,  the  whole  brilliant 
master  plan  would  soone  be 
rmtolad. 

Chin  im.  Old  Timer,  it  may 
not  be  curtains  for  communism 


And  it  is  hard  to  believe 
that  any  citizen  of  Britain 
would  run  whining  to  the  Race 
Relations  Board  if  addressed 
by  the  diminuative  of  'Brit'. 

But  if  a  British  child  re¬ 
fers  to  a  Pakistani  as  a 
'  Pekl ' ,  'ie  can  be  es pel  ltd 
from  school  and  his  family 
threatened  with  eviction  from 
their  oouncil  home. 

A  small  problem  compared 
with  the  hole  in  the  ozone 
layer,  maybe. 

But  another  example  that 
‘multiracial ism'  doesn't  work 
if  such  a  minor  matter  causes 
such  a  furious  response. 


FAILURE  OF 


MISSION 


En  business  life  any  ex¬ 
penditure  of  energy  and 
resources  is  later 
assessed  to  see  if  it  met  its 
objectives .Now  that  the  media 
hype  of  the  SOth  anniversary 
of  the  War  has  subsided,  let 
us  apply  the  same  logic  to 
that  event  and  re-state  our 


[jrrxTje  don't  see  the  Polish 
oomunity  in  Britain 
PM  |  getting  hot  under  the 
collar  if  you  call  them 
'Poles'. 

A  Russian  emigre  would 
hardly  feel  deeply  insulted  if 
he  was  referred  to  as 
a  'Russki'. 


IT  WAS  Friday  the  First 
of  September  and  the 
radio  announcements  were 
requesting  all  reservists 
to  report  to  their 
regiments. 

I  can  vividly  recall  dress¬ 
ing  in  the  B.D.,  as  it  was 
called,  ready  to  go  off,  and 
report  to  my  T. A. battalion  of 
the  Oxford  and  Bucks  L.I. 
Buttoning  the  jacket  an!  going 
downstairs  to  say  goodbye  to 
my  Father  and  Mother. 

My  father's  eyes  had  tears 
in  them,  because, as  he  firmly 
maintained,  it  was  suicidal 
to  even  contenplabe  a  second 
wax  with  Germany.  I  can  see 
and  hear  his  voice  now;  a 
former  regular  soldier  before 
1914  in  the  H.L.I.,  and  later 
mentioned  in  Despatches  for 
service  with  the  R.F.C.  A 
strong  supporter  of  British 
Union  and  its  policies. 

The  state  of  affairs  in  the 
British  Army  in  1939  was  such 
that  all  the  Bren  L.M.G.'s 
were  taken  away  from  my 
battalion,  because  there  were 
not  enough  to  go  round. 
This  unreadiness  and  the  real 
voices  of  Britain  were  ignored 


mtT1  -'tm  '!■  ITT-, wr 


1939. 


Going  to  the  Wars 


British  Onion  historian  DICK  dcuaii  a 
memories  of  the  start  of  World  War  11  used 
In  the  last  “Ctararade",  has  .vividly  reminded 
I»T'4i<ViMU'jlild  of  some  of  his  memories  of  the 
European  tragedy,  which  he  insists  was: 

Not  AWar-NotACrusade-it  was 


I  Waterloo?. ' • • 

hie  television  'media'  take 
good  care  to  prevent  intensly 
personal  memoirs  from  being 
made  public.  I  recall  an  in¬ 
cident  in  1943  of  the  sort  of 
'memoir'  which  would  never  be 
given  'media'  time. 

In  the  autumn  of  that  year, 
stationed  temporarily  at 
Kenpston  Barracks, and  stroll¬ 
ing  in  Bedford  town  near  the 


“THE  WARS” 


This  year's  so-called 
'"remenbranoes"'  of  1939/45 
are  an  insult  and  blasphemy 
against  the  proud  character 
of  the  historical  essences  of 
this,  our  Lande.  To  mention 
the  words  'crusade  against 
nazlsm'  is  not  only  absurd, 
but  does  not  even  give  cred¬ 
ence  to  the  exact  words  used 
by  the  Prime-Minister  when  he 
made  his  radio  broadcast  at 
eleven  o'clock  on  Sunday  3rd 
September  *39  which  I  heard 


we  trust  will  be  resolved 
without  bloodshed,  and  to 
the  mutual  interests  of  the 
two  countries,  which  should 
be  natural  friends.' 

Most  of  the  broadcasts  and 
so-called  'facts'  about  the 
war  craftily  edited; 
the  final  insult  to  all  who 
died  for  Britain  was  the  pic¬ 
ture  of  Miss  Sue  Lawley, 
backed  by  a  swastika  flag, 
claiming  to  represent,  'the 
authentic  news  bulletins  of 


Bunyan  statue,  and  I  was 
drawn  to  a  meeting  of 
the  local  Communist  Party,  a 
harridan  haranguing  the  crowd 
about  the  urgent  neccessity 
to  "'put  Mosley  back  in 
goal. ' ' ' 

Leaflets  wire  being  handed 
around  asking  for  signatures 
to  bring  pressure  on  their 
friends  in  Parliament  to  en¬ 
able  this  be  acconplished. 

As  I  arrived, two  members  of 
the  RAF  protested  vigourously 
at  what  they  thought  was  an 
unfair  and  malicious  campaign 
of  lies  and  Libels,  and  it 


whilst  on  Guard  pickets  with 
my  oonpany. 

Oontrary  to  what  has  been 
put  out  by  the  BBC  and  ITV, 
MY  FIRM  IMPRESSION  was  that 
the  real  mood  of  the  people 
of  Britain  oould  be  sutmad  as : 

| ■«  most  regrettable  second  I 
I  war  against  Germany;  which  | 


the  days  leading  up  to  the  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  see 
war. '  the  chagrin  and  dismay  on  the 

Looking  around  our  land,  faces  of  the  local  Stalinists. 


many  of  us  will  echo  anew  the 
words  of  Byron  on  Wellington's 
campaigns: 

I  "'and  I  shall  be  delighted! 
to  learn  who,  save  you  and  I 
yours  have  gained  by  | 


Bunyan  visualised  Valiant  - 
for  Truth,  a  concept  also 
fareaeenby  Nletacheand  Shaw. 

Sir  Oswald  Hoe  ley  was  the 
bearer  of  that  accolade  in 
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COMRADE: 


October /November  1989 


MOSLEY 


The  Man 


7jByR0NALDCREASY 

OCR  AIKS  have  never 
been  of  vapid  wards 
such  as  we  may  read  in 
The  Times  or  the  furbished 
News  of  The  World  in  the 
setting  of  The  Sun. 

Mosley  was  always  direct 
with  his  remarkable  gift 
of  being  concise  in  every 
word  used  and  I  endeavour 
to  take  his  exanple. 

It  is  salutary  that  we 
should  be  aware  of  the 
stratum  dream  of  Democracy  to 
subdue  the  natural  wisdoms  of 
the  proletariat  to  the  level 
of  stupidity  attained  by  the 
pretentions  of  the  middle 
section.  Mosley  established 
the  sanity  of  a  classless 
creed  in  which  we  were  all  as 
one,  allowing  for  diversif ic- 
tion  in  those  spheres  of  the 
unavoidable  dictates  of 
creation. 

Exempt  if ied ,we  stand  united 
in  the  cause  and  fulfilment 
of  the  sanity  and  precepts 
laid  down  by  the  life  of 
Mosley. 

We  know  our  Leader  was  of 
the  firmaments,  bom  of  their 
genes,  in  which  he  could  have 
taken  mankind  to  a  happiness 
and  greater  prosperity 
than  ever  known. 

We  feel  his  feelings  as  he 
watched  the  shredding  of 
civilisation  in  economic  des¬ 
pair  and  moral  degradation. 

The  effect  mist  not  be  one 
of  disappointment,  but  one  to 
sustain  his  uplift  in  every 
endeavour  we  are  left  to 
enploy. 

The  stars  he  placed  so  high 
shall  not  diminish  in  their 
light,  but  remain  as  a  beacon 
and  guide  in  the  years  to 
come. 

How  can  wc  expect  a  harvest 
of  thought  without  a  seedtime 

romj  CKfAST  HU  British 
IWoi  District  Leader  and 
Prospective  ParllaaMtnrjr 
Candidate  for  the  Cons  tit - 
•encjr  of  Eye  .Bor-folk 


'Mosley  sowed  the 
seed' 

Mosley  toted  the  sood  for 
us  bo  reap  and  perpetuate 
with  continued  planting. 

The  battles  of  the  past, 
fought  and  won  against  the 
overwhelming  .  adversary  of  a 
oompt  power  and  its 
vicious  henchmen, bear  witness 
to  the  courage  and  endurance 
of  Mosley  and  those  who  trod 
his  path. 

Mosley  was  as  much  aware  of 
the  past  and  the  present,  as 
of  the  future  which  is  lndiv- 

lsable, _ and  the  early 

struggles  to  protect  the 
seedling  a  legacy  for  those 
to  pome. 

_  Mosley  always  had  his  many 
unconscious  as  conscious 
followers.  Man  like  Sir 
Laurent  van  der  Poet  who  in 
one  of  his  books  writes  "We 
have  not  got  the  right  people 
at  the  top.  We  do  not  knou 
oureelvea  sufficiently .  We 
have  not  faced  up  to  the  fact 
that  ue  ourselves ,  not  our 
stare,  are  the  source  of  the 
error,  and  that  until  ue  have 
dealt  uith  the  error  in  our¬ 
selves  ue  cannot  deal  proper¬ 
ly  uith  uhat  is  urong  uith 
the  world. " 

It  was  because  we  dealt  with 
the  errors  in  ourselves  that 
many  of  us  turned  to  the  ad¬ 
vanced  thinking  of  Oswald 
Mosley  in  his  struggle  to  cre¬ 
ate  an  enlightened  future. 

Twentieth  century  poet 
Dryden  gave  his  verdict  on 
his  lifetime  and  on  the 
Restoration  Oourt  in  words 
which  equally  apply  today. 
Most  certainly  in  1939. 

All  of  a  piece  throughout. 

Thy  chase  had  a  beast 

in  vieu. 

Thy  uare  brought  nothing 

about; 

Thy  lovers  uere  all  untrue. 

Tie  veil  an  old  age  is  out. 

And  time  to  begin  a  neu. 

As  with  Mosley  and  through 
him,  we  are  the  precursors  of 
a  new  age.  We  must  not  fail 
him. The  soul  is  unquenchable, 
the  spirit  undefeated  in  a 
spiral  which  knows  no  end. 

Norfolk  born  Thomas  Paine, at 
one  time  lauded  in  England, 
America  and  France,  said  he 
was  certain  that  when  opinions 
are  free  in  Government  or 
religeon,  truth  would  finally 
powerfully  prevail.  It  was 
because  of  his  boots  " The  Age 
of  Reason"  and  "The  Rights  of 
•tot*  that  every  ignomy  was 
thrown  upon  him  by  the  evil 
forces  that  feared  him  both 
in  the  theological  and  polit¬ 
ical  field  of  sophistry. 

In  any  given  age,  if  there 
is  no  truth  in  history 
there  is  no  progress. 

In  our  age,  within  the 
boundary  of  our  Nation,  the 
greatest  man  -of  unvarnished 
truth  was  Oswald  Hoe  ley.  He 
alone  assailed  the  heights  of 
illustrious  fame  in  which 
those  vho  followed  him  or  his 
precepts  were  privi lodged  to 


play  a  part,  fearlessly  aid 
resolutely. 

Fear  without  courage  can  be 


venomous .  Not  only  did  Mosley 

have  outstanding 

couraqc 

without  the  slightest 

fear. 

but  he  also  Imparted  this, and 

virility,  to  his  supporters 

by  example,  his  resoluteness 

and  stamina  In  face  of 

flW  ry 

vicious  adversary. 

’In  return  we 

9^ 

our  loyalty* 

With  his  background,  secur¬ 
ity  and  independence,  we  can 
consider  the  oomfortable  life 
he  could  have  lived  instead 
of  sacrificing  himself  for 
the  benefit  of  humanity. 


_  He  taucfiit  us  the  virtue  of 
oar -rlticlnjQimjelVF-?  fnornarry 
past  mode  of  living.  He  gave 
sttqrjth  and  purpuee.  In  re¬ 
turn  we  gave  him  our  loyalty. 

Mosley  was  part  of  an  evol¬ 
utionary  force  which  now  hes¬ 
itates  in  the  background, 
but  will  inevitably  choose  its 
time  to  continue  its  advanoe 
in  the  dictates  of  creation. 

When  I  and  my  eternal 


ooapaniens  are 

dimmed  by  the 

rules  of  mortality,  we  will 

main  with  the  spirit  that 

hem  gone  before, 

,  In  the  image 

vdiereln  rests  the  salvation 

of  the  soul  In  which  the  gen- 

orations  .  to 

one  will 

also  find  their 

guidance  and 

peace. 


And  what  he  said 


LET  OS  SEEK  THE  FIRST  REALITY  OF  EUROPEAN 
UNION;  WHERE  DOES  IT  RESIDE  AND  OF  WHAT 
DOES  IT  CONSIST  said  Oswald  Mosley  in 
"Onion"  on  15  May  1948.  We  continue  with 
his  words,  just  as  relevant  today. 

RACES 

THE  FIRST  REALITY 
OF  EUROPEAN  UNION 

Race  Is  the  first  renllt.v  of  Enrol  wuii  I’hI'M.  The  rest  Is 
mostly  words,  like  the  old  1-cngue  of  Natb*i«.  Tills  unique 
stock  of  men  In  Europe  has  In  fact  produced  the  culture,  the 
values  and  the  achievement,  of  the  West.  This  rare.  In  their 
family  of  Europe,  have  produced  most  thine*  that  matter  on  I 
thl*  globe.  This  achievement  haa  been  the  result  of  their 
character  which  In  turu  was  the  result  of  their  race.  Horses 
go  further  and  faster  than  donkeys,  because  they  are  horses 
and  not  donkeys.  We  ciinunt  avoid  the  bush'  filets  of  nature.* 
even  If  we  would.  Nor  can  we  drown  them  beneath  u  verbiage 
of  words.  If  we  are  to  build  surely  we  must  build  on  real: 
foundations,  and  know  what  we  do. 

Therefore  I  aflinu  the  fact  that  the  first  reality  and  rock 
foundation  of  European  Union  Is  race.  That  is  what  I  meant 
by  the  Idea  of  kinship,  tvhlch  was  stated  In  my  essay  “The 
Extension  V  Patriotism  ”  In  1946. 

Who  are  our  nearest  kindred?  The  answer  Is  the  German 
Iieople.  The  British  and  the  Germans  are  the  most  closely  | 
related  of  all  European  peoples.  The  Northern  French  also  I 
belong  to  this  close  circle  of  race  or  family,  and  were  united  | 
with  the  Germans  under  Charlemagne.  Near  In  htood  to  us,  and 
the  Germans,  are  the  whole  Northern  block  of  Sweden.  Norway 
aud  Denmark.  A  related  atock  la  also  the  grent  family  of  the 
Latin  nations,  whose  culture  has  adorned  the  Illuminated  pages 
of  European  history.  European  Union  requires  all  these 
peoples.  All  that  matters  In  the  past  they  have  In  common ; 
the  future  can  belong  to  all  of  them. 

What  today  Is  the  firs,  lack  In  the  Union  of  Europe?  It  Is 
that  the  people  who  are  moat  nearly  related  to  us  In  blood  and 
race  Are  divided  In  their  lands  and  population  and  subjected 
by  British  Government,  and  others,  to  an  alien  oppression. 
The  Unity  of  Germany  and  full  restoration  of  all  her  lands 
and  peoples  Is  the  first  necessity  of  European  Union.  While 
we  permit  German  lands  and  people  to  be  divided  and  subjected 
both  to  Russian  Communism  and  to  a  variety  af  alien  occupations 
we  commit  a  crime  against  our  own  blood.  You  cannot  deny 
nature;  you  cannot  create  in  defiance  of  reality.  The  Germans 
must  and  wflj  unite  In  freedom:  this  Is  the  principle  which  I 
ask  the  kindred  people  of  Britain  to  affirm  and.  In  so  doing, 
to  build  the  Europe  of  the  future  on  foundations  which  will 
endure.  Union  Movement  declares  the  right  of  each  great 

people  of  Europe  io  unite,  and  then,  as  m  united  people,  to  enter 

the  wider  Union  af  Europe.  OSWALD  MOSLEY 
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MONTHS  of  deten- 
|f|f  tlon  La  a  long  tine  In 
Emm  the  ooraparitively  short 
ifitory  of  British  Onion. Yet 
It  Mens  to  hove  passed 
quickly  and  not  entirely 
without  variety  -Brlxton  and 
Stafford  Prisons  -  .Military 
Intelligence  third  degree 
hell  Ram  Oomon  -  Ascot  and 
Huyton  Concentration  Canps  - 
and  finally  deportation  and 
exile  an  the  Iele  of  Kan  at 
Peveril  Camp,  Peel. 

To  aorae  of  us  it  has 
not  been  a  waste  of  time  as  new 
friends  have  been  made  and  old 
ones  consolidated.  In  various 
ways  we  prepare  for  the  future. 
And  let  us  have  no  delusion  as 
to  the  enormity  of  this  task. 
As  I  sit  in  my  little  room 
looking  out  over  the  sea,  I 
sometimes  wander -will  we  have 
faith  enough  to  carry  us 
through? 

I  think  of  the  Leader , locked 


cell  at  Brlxton 


-  we,  his  Blackshirts,  ldl 


a  wav  in  exile  here  at  Peel  - 


the  Movement  outside  blasted  to 


the  four  winds 


ce,  air-raids  and  ev¬ 


acuation 


relatives  scattered  all  over 


Sorry-  Charlie,  Jorian 


chari 


Districts 


out  of 


In  our  Loot  COMRADE  im  featured  our  old 
comrade  JO R I  AM  JERKS,  and  Included  hie  own 
Horde  after  11  months  as  a  British  political 
prisoner. 

It  stems  that  gremlins  entered  the  editor's 
office  and  transposed  Jorian’  e  typed  copy  for 
a  similar  treatise  penned  by  old  comrade 
CHARLIE  WATTS  at  the  same  time  in  1041. 

We  now  publish  the  accurate  versions  of 
"ThsIps  months  in  detention u  by  JOS  I  AM  JERKS, 
’Blackshirt, farmer,  and  the  First  Green’ , and 
CHARLIE  WATTS,  ’  British  Onion  Leader  at  Ascot 
Concentration  Camp  , District  Leader  and  Insp¬ 
ector,  Organiser  London  Cab  Group  and  Black¬ 
shirt  extraordinary’ . 


bantoes  and  blitzed 


we  shall 


to  us  because  erf  our 


LETTERS 
to  the 
EDITOR 


orian  ahead  of  his  time 


I  knew  Jorian  well _ w*  used  to  sect  frequently  and 

enjoy  •  chat.  He  wet  surely  la  advance  of  hit  time 
In  hit  view  of  ecology  and  I  an  glad  that  tome  not¬ 
ice  hat  been  taken  of  this  la  the  well  put-together 
article. Jorian  alto  wrote  In  my ' autograph  album'and 
I  think  hit  rhyme  might  be  of  Interest. 

*Crb  Morrtton  and  Me  wnder-Secretary  Peake  were 
not  great  favourites  In  Peel  at  this  tlnel 
EMW  Kiddie tea 


y  A.  «ju  Km.»  w<  — -  «  ~ 

— "  f*.eJm*Z  («■-«/  jC.  Ce  _ 

"7*3  U  PS-  *AJ  /dM  JtsmmSS  /sT 

U>,4a»  eXCt  «Vd  CJtr  Pm., 

1^*  ^4*-  4b mJL 


HY  IMPRESSIONS  of  Huyton 
Canp  are  dominated  by 
an  atmosphere  of  real- 
lere  are  we.bosoad  up  In 
a  few  suburban  streets, surr¬ 
ounded  by  barbed  wire,  and 
forbidden  to  do  anything, 
write  anything, almost  to  say 
anything,  that  is  of  the 
slightest  significance. 

While  all  around  us,  practi¬ 
cally  before’  one's  eyes, events 
are  taking  •  place  that  will 
shape  the  course  of  history  for 
decades,  perhaps  centuries  to 
come.  By  the  time  this  cata¬ 
clysm  is  over,  the  world  that 
wr*  left  12  months  ago  ’/ill  have 
been  altered  out  of  all 
'  recognition. 

For  our  (Mi  country,  these 
rumour-ridden  days  and 
raid-racked  nights  are  pregnant 
with  tragedy. 

FOr  however  true  it  may  be 
that  the  old  order  must  die 
before  the  new  can  be  born, 
there  can  be  no  death  without 
sorrow  and  suffering. 

What  is  it  but  tragedy  that 


ire  should  be 


What  is  it  but  tr 


innocent  vramen  and  children 


should  be  burled  beneath  the 


MAs. 


while  no  less  innocent  lads 


are  sent  to  their  death  in  the 


land? 


Seen  against  this  terrific 
background,  the  events  of  the 
the  canp  itself  arc  like  a 
puppet  shew.  The  gross  in¬ 
justice  of  imprisonment  with¬ 
out  charge  or  trial,  the  pett¬ 
ish  vindictiveness  of  a 
corrupt  administration,  the 
buffoonery  of  stupid  civilians 
masquerading  in  military 
uniform,  the  utterly  ;  un¬ 
necessary  little  hardships  and 
idignities  inflicted  on  us 
daily  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  we  sought  to  expose  the 
betrayal  of  our  country:  all 
these  have  become  ludicrous, 
even  comic,  like  a  lapdog's 
shrill  defiance  of  a  raging 
storm. 

In  one  respect  only  is  it 
possible  to  take  them  serious¬ 
ly,  namely  the  grlevious  hard¬ 
ship  that  has  been  inflicted 
on  our  wives  and  families -That 
will  be  rementered  longest  and 
with. least  charity. 

The  only  solid  landmarks  in 


nearly  a 
enforced  ldl. 
ual  nervous 


and  oontin- 


the  la—enae  efforts  that  the 
Leader  will  demand  of  us  all 

JORIAN  JENKS 


COMRADE 


FRIENDS  1 
OF 


tUUT  Dmvtla:B. Union  Cadet 


Clapha*  Br : adopted  son  of 
no  Inspector  W.H.Symes:  In 
October  1931  serving  tilth 
31  M  Coy  R£|TA|  during 
Munich  crisis. 

BOW  AndyzttfV  1914-8:Br.Uu. 
1933-40:188  detainee  1940: 
Un.M  1948-76 :0n  31.10.1976 
OAW  BuoittBU  County  Prop 
Offioer  County  Durham:  ln» 
October  1937. 

CE30*D,John  Patrick  i  CIE 


KlH.HIE(Ind) ,  Superintend 
ant  Eng  (Rtd) ,  FWD  Central 
Provinces ,  Provinces ,  India : 
Worthing  DU:  11  October  1938 
DICK.Oolini  BU  menfeer  arr¬ 


ested  at  Dover  after  return 
from  Dunkirk  in  'little 
boat  and  detained  18B: 
In  Novenber  1953 
0X6  C.W'Blll': 


S. Croydon  Brandi  I 
BO  and  Sydenham  I  . 

Oh:  At  Sidaouth  M* 

Devon  12  Oct  1984  K 

FELWigi  LX:  W.lewisham  Br 
British  union:  Ex  RAF: 
Age  ?7:ln  October  1938 
CTWTTti  Horace:  Derby  Br.  BU: 


In  Ncwoter  1949:  Age  30: 
From  IB  contracted  in 
Walton  Jail  and  Asoot 
Concentration  Coop. 
HILnacaJty  Albert:  In  Odder 


194  8  :St. Mary  lebone  UM: 
mtFIBIl  rranfc:  Blackburn 
BU:By  motcr  cycle  on  way  to 
meeting  in  Market  Square 
on  11  October  1937: 

UNC  Bdb: Ealing  BU:  188  de- 
tained:  S  London  UM : 

Ch  9  October  1975  after 
long  illness  bravely  bourne: 
UW  Jack:  Harrow  Br.  and 
fomcr  District  leader 
BU  Newcastle-an-Tyne : 
In  October  1938: 

KAIH.Miaa  Christian:  lodi- 


eamhnad.lkrth:  devoted  UM 
supporter .  In  Movuter  1965 
HOCHAM.r.W.  'noddy'  iBU  D/L 
1  IX  B/L  Hackney  South:  188 
detained:  In  Movenbec  1960 
O'laiKWI  No*e:  wife  of  old 
onradt  PATrOn  27  Rv.l9S( 
HCBBI  Charlie:  Mayor  •  of 
Bexley, Cent  1978/9:  Union 
Union  Itwent  acoositant 
1948/85  Kk>  27  Hove»bex_1985 
WMWS  »J.i  Aldershot  BU: 
IBB  Detainee:  tin  Ion  Movement 
Cat  19  Mjwmber  1976 
HXkl.Rnni  Islington  BU  A  UN: 

In  October  1987 
PRRt-rCr. Peter: FtiD:  early  BU 
meatier  are*  Pl/Lt  RAF  1939- 
46  :Callfornla  October  1988 
PRATT, Timms  Wilson:  friend 
of  OMs  father  and  grand¬ 
father:  oldest  Blackshirt 
in  Wllts:On  November  2  1936 
RPC  Margaret  t wether  of  BU 
Ilford  A/D/Loader  and  UMs 
BMy  Ring:  On  5  Nov  1938 


NORTHERN 


REUNION 


October / November  1989 


OLD  COMRADES 


Good  wishes  from  Lady  Mosley 

IN  A  LOCATION  near  the  farmer  British  Ihlai  Northern 
Headquarters  in  Manchester,  friends  of  O.M.  gathered 
to  show  their  solidarity  with  the  spirit  of  Oswld 
Mosley  on  Sunday  24  Septoter. 

Except  for  s  handful  of  London  faces,  the  majority 
were  locals,  Alf  Mil ins.  Brian  Hhxhertrn,  Gordon  Gac.to 
name  -Just  a  few  for  whom  Oswald  Mosley  was  the  greatest 
of  all  Qigllshraen. 


John  Christian  read  a  letter 
of  good  wishes  from  Lady 
Mm  ley  and  introduced  younger 
friends  to  older  comrades  - 
Walter  Carr  f  rom Staffordshire 
who  in  February  1940  was  app¬ 
ointed  British  Union  District 
leader .Redd itch  -  a  former  BU 
London  D/L  had  driven  nearly 
300  miles  to  be  present  -  and 
from  across  the  Pennines  came 
Leeds  North  BU  D/L  Bill  Woody 
These  three  he  stated 
exemplified  the  Mypocr icy  of 
the  Government's  knowingly 
false  allegations  against 
British  Union  in  the  last  war 
for  two  of  these  then  young 
Englishmen  had  been  incarcer¬ 
ated  without  charge  or  trial 
In  British  concentration  caaps 
while  the  third  had  been  sur¬ 
viving  three  tours  of  operat¬ 
ions  as  an  alr-gwner  In  the 
RAF  .gaining  a  OFC. 

A  highly  entertaining  iar- 
pronotu  speech  by  Ri  11  Mmd  in 
which  he  told  of  his  activit¬ 
ies  as  an  ex -Blackshirt  chim¬ 
ney  sweep  brought  tears  of 
laughter  to  all  present. These 
had  prompted  TVs  Miriam 
Stoppard  to  name  him  'Sweep 
William  and  we  gathered  that 
Bi  1 1  made  as  rruch  money  act¬ 
ing  as  a  lucky  talisman 
at  weddings  as  from  cleaning 
chlflbeys.  He  continued  with  a 
brief  dlscrlptlon  of  Teutonic 
pagan  rites  Involving  certain 
duties  that  sweeps  perform  if 
the  union  does  not  prove 


KAN1  CD, Dorothy:  Womens  D/L 
Chichester  BU:  wife  of  D/L 
Capt -F.E.Nancioo. 

Ch  11  Ncmber  1949 
BU6UI  Alexander  Raven: 

Policy  Ea-Un:  BQf  ’fc 

Editor  rtf  ' 

Action  1939-  py  —  .1 

40:Ed.  Union  p  -  *  1 

1948-55:  -  >- jll 

wri  ter ,  phi  1  -  1. 
osftier .  sold-  • .  .ficj 

ler .politic- 

lan:A  loyal  comrade  and 
grwkt  British  and  European 
patriot  Kin  30  October  1955 
TAYLOR,  Edward  rfo  Ikes  bone  BU 

Cki  Noverber  11  1936 
VEALE,r.J.P:  'Action'  and 

‘ Union' oon tributor:  menber 
of  Brighton  BUAJM:author  of 
Advance  to  Barbarism  and 
Crimes  Discreetly  Veiled: 

On  November  27  1976 


fruitful  In  the  first  year 
ttfiich  was  an  education  '  to  us 
alll 

In  an  excellently  structured 
and  delivered  speech  Dan 
Bar—tcn  spoke  on  the  hypoc- 
cr  icy .connl very  and  ckauble- 
dealingof  government  that  led 
to  the  Second  World  War 
In  vtftlch  Britain  was  on  the 
victorious  side  but  not  a 
winner. 

“The  best  speech  I  have 
heard  since  OK's  death*  waa 
overheard. 

A  convivial  day, proving  the 
value  of  provincial  PCM  meet¬ 
ings  for  old  and  new  yang 
Friends  who  cannot  get  to  our 
November  Caomemoratlon  Dinner  . 

JEREMY  WALKER 


GEORGE  PRATTON 

WITH  DEEP  S3RR0W  Re  report 
the  death  on  October  17  of 
aarx  PRATTGN,79,who  until 
the  final  day  of  British 
Onion  In  June  1940  was  Dist¬ 
rict  Leader,  Mary  lebone,  one 
of  the  winners  of  the  Action 
Sales  Op. a  success  duenuch 
to  his  own  peat:  in  sales  of 
"Action"  outside  SJan  and 
Eklgar's,  Piccadilly  where  his 
familiar  figure  became  part 
of  the  landscape. 


For  George,  British  Union 
continued  to  exist  until  his 
final  day. The  warmth  of  its 
comradeship  was  ever  with 
him  and  he  never  ceased  to 
practise  the  principles  of 
its  beliefs  and  purpose. 

Personal  participation  In 
all  Branch  activities  mu 
the  hallatark  of  his  leader¬ 
ship. and  siny  of  his  Ideas 
were  at  least  'original'  - 
such  as  walking  a  pram  dow 
MUtehall  .baby  Included  as 
a  coer  for  the  bucket  of 
whitewash  that  was  to  paint 
propaganda  slogans. 

Action  he  took  with  his 
Branch  mothership  lists  was 
probably  the  reason  why  Its 
meshership.  Including  a  large 
non-active  sectlon.were 
left  untouched  by  the  18B 
political  Imprisonment  drag¬ 
net.  Including  himself  by 
reason  of  becoming  'the  In¬ 
visible  man'. 

This  did  not  however  pre¬ 
vent  his  lane  activities  In 


81111  WMO:  Iwh  man  •UMig  u 
(a  W  Itrtwr  «a. teg  A/  wr  *c*taner 
tan  fitriorelaerj*  u>  r««g  ■«  **, 
' convert. t  tent  1M  titytm'cil 
•rtttnfi'  -  .t  lm  elllla.  'he lee. 
10  for*  «  Mplj  wwtuil  chute'  t» 
agr-r'-f.  by  Mbtrrlc*  Co I beck .  • 
C0»l««Ht|'  N9«rb«cl  pvt- 
1UM  by  bblubora  Prru.Wtthy  Crov«. 
•UAChtiUf.  H.eS  [1979] 


GREETINGS 


tout  HUES  :  On  his  birthday 
12  October:At  89  possibly  our 
oldest  old  comr.de.  Former 
Voluntary  Accounts  Inspector 
British  Union  Enfield  Branch. 


**  THANKS 


THE  EDITOR  thanks*Seorc811ght" 
for  placing  hi*  on  the  conpll- 
aentary  milling  list. In  recip¬ 
rocation  of  the  courtesy  he 
offers  a  donation  of  his  serv¬ 
ices  for  correction  of  copy 
Inaccuracies  prior  to  public¬ 
ation  on  all  matters  concerning 
Mosley  and  British  Union. 


what  he  saw  as  Mosley's 
cause -then 'Mosley  Will  Win* 
and  similar  slogans  began  to 
appear  In  London  after 
CMs  arrest,  the  Special 
Branch  were  never  able  to 
discover  the  source .  Kd 
was  to  know  that  as  George 
walked  the  streets  In  the 
blackout,  carrying  the  gas 
mask  oonpulsory  under  the 
law,  that  the  specially  ad¬ 
apted  Interior  carried  a 
home-made  s tanping  pad  and 
lnterchangable  rubber  slog¬ 
ans  carved  out  by  George 
with  the  love  and  purpose 
that  he  saw  as  his  role  in 
the  continuation  of  ttosley's 
fight. 

A  proud  and  lndependant 
man  and  English  to  the 
chore.  In  later  years  he 
suffered  fro  a  disabling 
respiratory  ailment  which  he 
faucet  as  he  had  fought  all 
his  other  adversaries, and  I 
shall  miss  seeing  that  up- 
rlghtfigure  calling  to  talk 
an  old  oemdes  an  his  fre¬ 
quent  vlsts  to  London  from 
his  Middlesex  hr—. 

And  our  hearts  go  out  at 
this  time  to  our  old  comrade 
Irene, his  partner  of  nearly 
fifty  years. 

MRS.GRUNDY 

As  we  go  to  press  we  learn 
of  the  death  on  October  22, 
of  MARIO*  ,  wife  of  UCSLlg 
GROCT,  former  BU  D/L  5r3 
Inspector, Huddersfield,  to 
ttfvcm  wc  extend  our  deepest 
sywpathy. 


Published  for  FRICNOS  of  O.H.  by  John  Christ I an ,101 .Orwell  Court .Powna 1 1  Road, London. E6 


COMRADE 


ER  OF  FRIENDS  OF  O.NI 


N0.22  FEBRUARY/ MARCH  199 


I 


ut  on  the  streets  they  cane  demanding  an  end  to  Red 


rule  and  the  old  guard  of  despots  with  faces  like 


the  Raiser's  death-mask* 


Revolt  of  the  European  Peoples 


COMMUNIST 
EUROPE-  P 


The  Obituary 


BY  GORDON  BECKWELLl 


tarn-  mrinu  rani 

Hungarian 

Poster 


UNLIKELY  COINCIDENCES  do  sometimes  occur. 

Bie  fact  that  the  Kremlin  embraced 
•perestroika'  and  'glasnost'  just  as  they  realised 
that  the  Soviet  economy  was  heading  for  bankruptcy 
Is  not  one  of  them. 


in  naaocv,  near  the  end  of  Brezhnev's  reign,  warn¬ 
ing  bells  sounded.  The  marxist  economic  system, 
devoid  of  enterprise  and  incentives,  could  not 
not  support  Russia's  massive  military  and  foreign 
subversion  budget  for  much  longer. 

In  Washington,  a  former  President  and  close  confi¬ 
dent  of  President  Regan,  advised  a  skillful  turn  of 
policy  to  hasten  Soviet  collapse.  The  U.S.  escalated 
its  military  spending  knowing  Russia  would  react  in 
kind. 'Star  Wars'  was  bom  and  the  Soviets  were  drawn 
further  into  the  trap. 

When  the  Kremlin  realised 
MflCI  EV  DIPUT  the  inevitability  of  the  im- 
IYIUoLlI  nlUil  I  pending  crash, they  respond - 
'The  qualities  of  ed  with  the  tunnel  vision  of 

Germany  may  be  re-  marxist  logic, 
garbed  by  the  rest  of  Their  system  could  only  be 

the  world  as  a  aenace  saved  by  infusion  of  money 

or  a  merit  -....but  and  t^UX5l°^  ?f30'  ** 

they  mist  be  recog-  We^‘  ‘The  capitalists  will 
t  ,  sell  us  the  rope  with  which 

nlseo  as  a  tact .  wlll  deep- 

fn  one  way  or  another  ly  rooted  in  marxist  ideol- 

the  Germans  will  come  ogy. 

back. and.  In  the  end.  They  realised  however  that 

no  power  on  earth  will  this  would  not  happen  while 
keep  them  apart  or  they  continued  with  repress- 
hold  them  down'  ion  and  aggression. so'glas- 

o-.u  w,  n*.  nost 1  and  1  perestroika  *  were 

Page  2: *Character~of  bom.  The  withdraw!  began 
^German  People*  Afghanistan  and  offers 

.  __  ,  .  „ _ .  of  armed  forces  cuts 

by  Oswald  Nosley  .  ..  . 

-*  -  ■■  — *■  followed. 


Nevertheless, it  was  noted 
that  oo  Incidental  with  the 
policy  of  projecting 'Oomn- 
unifan  with  a  hunan  face', 
was  the  increase  of  clan- 
eetine  RGB  activity  in  the 


Gorbachov,  masoned  that  if 
you  give  people  who  have 
never  known  freedom  or  the 
good  life  a  small  taste  of 
both  -  or  even  just  the 
promise  -  they  will  be  well 
satisfied.  Had  not  Marx 
taught  that  any  policy  was 
justified  if  it  ensured  the 
survival  of  a  base  for 
Carmunism? 

But  Gorbachov  had  mis¬ 
judged  -  or  more  likely  his 
Marxist  training  would  not 
permit  him  to  see  -  the 
true  nature  and  spirit  of 
the  European  people. 
Given  a  little  freedom  they 
wanted  it  all,  and  a  living 
standard  nothing  less  than 
in  the  West. 

Fifty  years  of  a  system 
alien  bo  the  European  ment¬ 
ality  had  not  broken  their 
will,  and  out  onto  the 
streets  they  came  demanding 
an  end  to  Red  rule  and  the 
old  guard  of  despots  with 
faces  like  the 
Kaiser's  death-mask. 

What  to  do?  If  Gorbachov 
ordered  in  the  army  the  gam? 
would  tie  up.  Aid  from  the 
West,  vital  for  survival, 
would  not  arrive. 

So  as  Russians  have  done 
before,  they  retreat  back 
into  the  vastness  of  their 
own  land.  The  Kremlin  no 
longer  dictates  the  . pace: 
they  oust  blow  with  the  wind 
far  the  initiative  has 
passed  to  the  people  an  the 
streets. 

As  the  initial  euphoria 
fades,  the  dangers  of 
changed  circumstances  rival 
the  opportunities. 

Ckily  a  new  Patriotism  of 
Europe  in  acoord  with 
Mosley's  three  -tier  policy 
of  local,  national  and 
European  government,  each 
with  clearly  defined  and 
protected  powers  to  preserve 
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•Out  tt«n>  m  WfKlm  W 
Ut.—r  f«1t»  an  mw  «1»l« 


BWXKBtQir-C-G:  90  Fld.fgt.RA: 
iXtiY  it  Jntbh  ttum:!fH  pol¬ 
itical  f Thenar  19*9-2:  Uai  <x\ 
PjOK.  nmch.  8  Math  196:  toe 
irraihod  Gfisicn  Mraxial, Italy. 
BORTHCmM^lJSgtDJh  iWIMU: 
156  SgkuAge  23:kiilal  in  actin'. 
Brlin  raid  3.1.44:  tticptm  Er. 
fkithh  thlcn:  ram  inscribed 

Pniymxb  Hnunal. 
FOQG.PteJaweB:  1st  Hi .f/I errs. 
Rgtdkitidi  lhkn:killod  inact¬ 
ion  11  Fttxuxy  1945:  HjneJ 

Rddu-ald  Rust  Wtr  aaiecEty, 
dews/teiay:  ap  26. 
HASTDCS,Sqt.T.g-  Ify* :  RAF 
(WQ  >  7  3fki:  tqe  31:  Nacastle 
Ftitidi  inim:  kilkri  in  aetkn 
31  Maxh  1943:  nse  inmhfd 
Rinwui  Kwnal . 
■XHEjCaptJJtF.:  6thai-14th. 
Pnyc  ftgtfbrwiri  Ititidi  Uiioi: 
<xji  72  ikillai  in  actocn ,  Kiiaye 
11  Rixtnry  1942:  ran?  lmrrihgi 
Krarji  Vhr  Oaietiay,aiftppcm. 

identities,  can  divert  the 
energies  of  petty  national¬ 
ism  into  acre  constructive 
channels. 

When  the  history  of  this 
time  comes  to  be  written, 
liberal  chroniclers  may  be 
embarrassed  to  disoover  that 
the  demise  of  Communism  in 
Europe  was  made  certain  by 
a  policy  devised  by  a  dis¬ 
graced  former  American 
Pres  identwho.no  twithstand  — 
inq  Watergate, has  proved  to 
have  the  sharpest  brain  of 
any  to  enter  the  White 
House. 

But  the  the  tyranny  of 
Ooomunisn  will  not  have 
been  ended  by  the 
scrlbblings  of  liberal 
hacks,  the  cackling  of 
bishops,  the  fawning  of 
Labour  politicians  who  aw¬ 
arded  Oeausescu  an  English 
knighthood,  or  the  small- 
minded  caution  of  Tory 
leaders. 

It  will  have  been 


In  whom  the  true  Rfiri  t  of 
Europe  and  the  will  to  live 
greatly  had  endured. 
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_ _  CCU-lp.  HOf fan  To  cortf  i 

This  photograph  of  Oswald  Mosley,  on  which  he  had 
written  "Our  hopes  for  years  to  come",  was  found  in 
tunic  pocket  of  26yr  old  Lancashire  Blackshirt  JIM 
FOGG,  1st  Btn,  East  Lancashire  Regt. ,  when  killed  in 
action  while  carrying  a  wounded  comrade  during  the 
5-day  battle  of  Reichswald  Forest  in  February  1945. 

Although  their  reserves  were  running  out, the  Germans  re¬ 
sisted  strongly  in  the  45— sq  mile  conifer  forest ,a  forward 
defence  position  of  the  Siegfried  Line. 

In  most  atrocious  weather,  there  took  place  some  of  the 
bloodiest  hand-to-hand  fighting  of  the  European  Brothers 
war. 

Perhaps  It  is  fitting  that  he  new  lies  in  Reichsvrald 
Forest  War  Cemetery. 

Tommy  Hastings 

Although  TOW4Y  HASTINGS  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

never  joined  the  Blackshirts,  we  believe  his 

rightful  place  is  in  our  Roll  of  Honour. 

A  Newcastle  old  Blackshirt  writes:  "Tonuy  became  a 
convert  to  the  BUF  in  1935.  As  he  was  an  officer  in 
Customs  and  Excise  he  did  not  enrol  as  a  member.  He 
was  a  regular  reader  of  'Blackshirt'  and  bought  all  BUF 
publications,  often  buying  extra  copies.  He  was 
always  keen  to  discuss  enthusiastically  current  pol¬ 
itical  and  economic  events,  and  above  all  he  was  a 
sincere  patriot. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war  he  joined  the  RAF,  trained 
in  Canada  and  USA,  and  comnenced  operational  duties 
as  Sgt. Navigator  with  a  Bomber  Command  Pathfinder 
squadron.  We  corresponded  up  to  his  final  mission." 

At  19.45  hours  on  March  13  1943,  Sgt. Tarry 

Hastings,  age  31,  as  front  gunner  in  No. 7  Squadron's 
Stirling  BK592,took  off  for  target  Essen. Nothing  was 
•heard  from  or  of  the  aircraft  after  take  off  from  its 
Oakington, Cambridgeshire  base. 

He  is  remembered  in  Panel  152  of  the  Air  Force 
Memorial  at  Runnymede  where  20,546  other  airmen, 
including  a  good  number  of  Blackshirts,  who  died  in 
World  War  11  and  who  are  without  known  graves. 

Tammy  Hastings  at  last  joined  British  Obion. 
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of  our  land, and  as  Recession 
now  returns,  it  is  plainly 
seen  that  the  old  remedies 
no  longer  work. 

It  was  the  failure  of  this 
Trading  system  which  fanned 
the  flames  of  war  against  our 


singly  troop  sheep-like  into 
the  lobbies, voting  according 
to  the  Dicta  ts  of  the  Party 
Machine. 

This  accounts  for  the 
Enigmas ,  where  otherwise 
honest  people,  cast  away 
their  Consciences  at  the 
Doors  of  the  Nay  and  Yaye 
Whippers-in. 

This  Old  Gang  system  Oswald 
Mosley  opposed,  and  he  set 
out  a  policy  for  our  Country 
in  which  the  will  of  its 
citizens  would  be  expressed 
in  the  formation  of  National 
Government,  and  with  a 
Parliament  drawn  from  the 
heart  of  the  Shires  and 
Cities. 

This  would  bring  to  the 
Realm  a  commonwealth,  in  its 
original  and  true  meaning  as 
understood  by  the 
Elizabethans  -  a  common  union 
of  endeavour,  with  each  cit¬ 
izen  bound  by  rights  under 
the  Laws,  and  their  obliga- 
gations  to  service  in  the 
State. 

Second  War  blunder 


once  again  rally  for  Britain. 

The  inspiration  which  that 
Rally  gave  to  many  of  us, 
will  now,  although  no  longer 
physically  with  us,  inspire 
anew  those  who  will  tread 
after  us ,  the  Standard 
bearers  in  his  Life-March. 

Mosley' 8  Vision  of 


In  the  words  of  Ezra  Pound: 
'A  nation  that  will  not  get 
iteelf  into  Debt, 

Drives  the  Ueurere  to  Fury' 

These  very  same  interests 
now  attenpt  to  persuade  the 
British,  that  the  Nation 
Europa  must  be  prevented  at 
all  costs. 

The  Call  is  to  reject  the 
anarchy  of  International 
Competition,  and  form  the 
National  Government  of 
Reconstruction:  the  Move  to- 
building  of  the  European 
closed  system,  free  from 
slumps  and  booms. 

The  ideas  of  Oswald  Mosley. 

At  this  Rally,  Oswald 
Mosley  is  present;  he  is,  in 
the  words  of  Heraclitus: 
"Immortal  mortal, 
mortal  Immortal." 

And  from  his  book  "The 
Alternative",  these  words 
will  be  the  Rally  by  the 
young  men  and  women  who  will 
form  the  ranks  of  the  new 
movement. 

"From  the  dust  we  rise  to 
see  a  vision  that  came  not 
before.  All  things  are  now 
possible;  and  all  will  be 
achieved,  by  the  final  order 


8  Desmond 
.  IRVINE 

Edited  from  his  speech  at 
the  Cowwemoratlon  Pinner 


It  was  these  Old  Gang  pol¬ 
iticians  who  plunged  this 
country  into  a  second  war 
against  Germany, resulting  in 
loss  of  British  Enpire,  and 
subjection  of  our  land  to 
soulless  international 
money-power  -  an  element  now 
entered  before  the  British 
people  as  holy  writ  of  its 
own  right. 

There  has  been  recent 
comment  in  the  Press  on  a 
new  play  by  the  playwright 
Douglas-Home,  which  drama¬ 
tises  the  Christmas  Truce  in 
the  trenches  in  December 
1914. 

My  father  took  part  in  that 
event,  and  I  can  recall  him 
telling  me  how  he  found  him¬ 
self  in  No-Man's  land 
talking  to  a  Bavarian  who 
had  once  worked  as  a  waiter 
in  Tottenham  Court  Road. 

That  War,  the  horror  of 
which  afterwards  people  be¬ 
lieved  was  ‘The  War  to  end 
all  wars',  was  ended  by  the 
Armistice  of  11th  November 
1918. 

Even  after  blundering  into 
blundering  intcwar  a  second 
time  in  1939,  a  peaceful 
resolution  of  the  conflict 
by  negotiation  of  British  and 
German  governments  was  avail¬ 
able.  Malicious,  wicked  and 
reactionary  forces  made  sure 
that  this  did  not  occur. 


r  ri  1CNIGHT  we  commemorate 

la  man, who  in  his  life, 
brought  the  esprit  of  the 
Elizabethan  age;  whose 
purpose  by  political  act- 
tion  was  to  defend  the 
safety  of  this  realm,  to 
protect  the  people  of 
Britain  from  wars  and 
degradation,  and  enhance 
the  living  prosperity  of 
all  its  citizens.  This 
aspect  of  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley's  life  compassed 
sixty  years  of  endeavour: 
all  his  life, the  mention 
of  the  name  aroused  ad¬ 
miration,  controversy,  and 
sometimes  detest, by  those 
informed  only  by  rumours 
and  hear-say,  of  despic¬ 
able  and  lying  slanders. 

Gathered  here  are  many 
old  troopers  of  the  days 
of  British  Union  and  Union 
Movement.  Each  of  us  can 
recall  clearly  the  first 
time  that  the  name  of 
Mosley  .was  a  personal 
recruiting  call  for  the 
adventure  of  responding  to 
his  appeal  for  Renaissance 
in  our  Landes. 

A  schooboy,  on  the  way  to 
school,  I  can  remember  that 
moment. 

It  was  1931,  and  by  the 
roadside  was  a  poster  board 
which  read: 

Conservatives  Don't  Care 
Liberals  Aren't  There 
labour  Doesn't  Dare 

The  invitation  on  the  board 
was  to  write  to  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley  and  to  join  the 

New  Party. 

It  could  be  said  that  these 
slogans  are  valid  today 
because  Members  of  Parliament 
elected  under  our  present 
system,  are  still  Old  Gang 
Parties . 

After  being  elected,  they 


•Desmond  Irvine,  a  young  Black¬ 
shirt  before  m r  service  1939- 
46  with  Qcfard  6  Bucks  L/I  and 
King’s  Regt.  After  the  ixrr  he 
beam  an  active  marber  of 
Union  Movement  developing  into 
one  of  its  speakers  under  guid- 
of  his  friend  and  mentor  Riven 


Revolt  not  new 
writes 
MARTIN 
MALONEY 


A  number  of  Soviet  States  are  seething  with  unrest, 
/^but  revolts  inside  the  USSR  are  nothing  new.  The 
SoRoet  terror  regime  was  just  largely  successful  in 
suppressing  the  news. 

The  people  of  Georgia,  Stalin's  birthplace,  have  re¬ 
volted  against  the  Soviet  State  in  1924,  1927,  1932,  and 
1947. 

In  Byelorussia  serious  revolts  occurred  in  1920  and 
1929,  and  in  Azerbaijan  the  revolts  of  1929  and  1931  gave 
serious  problems  to  the  Kremlin. 

Resistance  to  the  Kremlin  has  been  constant,  even  in 
recent  times.  In  Central  Asia  and  North  Caucasus  the 
dissent  has  been  so  strong  that  whole  nations  have  been 
deported  or  liquidated  by  the  Soviets. 

During  resistance  fighting  in  the  Ukraine  from  1944  to 
to  1950  it  is  believed  that  up  to  35,000  of  elite  Soviet 
troops,  including  one  of  Stalin's  favourite  generals. 
General  Moskalenko,  were  killed. 

ttiat  we  can  learn  from  this  today  Is  that  the  Soviet 


of  the  economy  from  the  Booms 
and  Slumps  of  the  -  decadent 
trading  system;  a  system 
which  had  been  a  prime  reason 
for  the  Great  War  of  1914. 

This  was  the  real  reason 
that  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  and 
many  mentoers  of  his  movement 
were  imprisoned, locked  away, 
by  the  Coalition  government, 
who  brought  in  measures  of 
Thought-Control  to  reinforce 
the  measure  called  18B,  de¬ 
tention  without  trial  or 
legal  appeal. 

It  took  great  courage  for 
Mosley  to  return  to  the  pol¬ 
itical  Forum  after  1945,  and 


THOUGHTS  THAT 
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the  war.  "At  ut "sound  an 
attack  was  carried  out  on  a 
battleship . . .causing 
heavy  damage"  it  continued. 
In  a  further  report  it  claimed 
that  the  attacks  were  "even 
more  successful  than  was 
originally  reported." 

The  truth  was  tha'  five  out 
of  ten  Blenheims  and  two  out 
of  six  Wellingtons  that 
reached  the  target  were  lost, 
and  23  crew  members  lost 
their  lives,  the  only  damage 
to  the  German  Fleet  being 
caused  by  a  shot  down  Blen¬ 
heim  crashing  on  the  training 
cruiser  "Emden".  killing 
and  wounding  a  number  of 
the  crew. 

Over  the  past  50  years,  the 
part  played  by  RAF  9  Squad¬ 
ron  in  that  'first  bombina  raid 
of  the  war’  has  been  rele¬ 
gated  almost  to  a  'non- 
event'.  As  recently  as  1985  in 
Martin  Middlebrook  and 
Chris  Everett’s  The  Bomber 
Command  Diaries,  it  was 
claimed  that  "Little  is 
known  of  the  Wellington 
raid  ..." 

Yet  as  much  was  known 
from  operational  reports  and 
othet  sources  of  thei 
Wellington  raid  as  was 
known  of  the  Blenheim  raid. 


|lNMEMORIAM-WAR 

CSV  K.G.  and  Bracking  C.T. 
Tut  tint  Gnualim  world 
War  ?■  RAF  9  Squadron  a 
Moslcy-i  British  Union: 
Volunteer  air  gunners  killed 
I"  action  Kell  Canal.  Seol  4  in 
IBS9. 

/  The  Tlaes  l 
<«  Septeafcer  1989/ 


was  it  because  within  weeks 
of  the  raid,  the  British 
Government  learned  that  20 
years  old  Kenneth  Day,  and 
his  friend  22  years  old  AC2 
air  gunner  George  Brocking, 
lost  with  him  in  the  same 
aircraft,  were  both  Black¬ 
shirts,  non-active  members  of 
the  Mosley  movement's 
Colchester  Branch,  the  first 
to  die  for  their  country  in  a 
war  which  they  did&upport, 
and  thus  a  permanent  histori¬ 
cal  embarrassment  and  a 
conspiracy  of  silence  that  has 
been  maintained  until  this 
day? 

JOHN  CHRISTIAN, 

4ast  Anglia  Dally  Tlaes } 
7  ?1  Woveatoer  1989  ) 

iThe  absence  of  not' 
an  unfortunate  typ 
graphical  error.  Et 
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DAY  K.G  mod  BROClUiNG  (l.t-TV  ' 
Hrm  CmmtMltl—  World  W«r  2.  RAF  0 
Sqrda.  and  Motley**  British  VnkML1  • 
Volunteer  sir  (tmneni  killed  In  meikm. 
Aeti  Cansi.  6epc  4.  1039  P&7 

j" Dally  Telegraph"^ 

(4  Sep  tetter  19897 


Historical 

silence 

Sir,  —  Former  RAF  110 
ground  crewman  Arthur  Ash¬ 
ton's  criticism  of  the  varying 
accounts  of  the  Wattisham 
Blenheim  squadron's 
bombing  raid  on  units  of  the 
German  Fleet  on 
Wilhelmsha  ven  on 
September  4,  1939  (EADT, 
November  10),  raised  the 
further  question  on  the 
accuracy  of  the  description  of 
“the  first  bombing  raid  of  the 
Second  World  War,"  used 
by  him  and  indeed  most  other 
writers  on  this  operation. 

For  parallel  with  this 
operation  was  No.  9  Squad¬ 
ron's  Wellingtons  bombing 


raid  on  other  units  or  tlu 
German  Fleet  at  Brunsbuttel 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Kelt 
Canal,  Squadron  Leader 
A.S.  Lamb's  A  Flight  lifting 
off  from  Honington  at  15.40. 

Two  Wellingtons  were 
lost.  L4275  providing 
Britain's  first  casualty  of  the 
war  with  voluntary  air- 
gunner  AC2  K.G.  Day.  The 
squadron  concluded  its 
operational  report  with  'First 
squadron  to  draw  blood'. 

No.  9  Squadron  therefore 
lifted  off  within  ten  minutes 
of  the  first  Blenheim  lift  off 
from  Wattisham.  Mr.  Ash¬ 
ton  s  notes  of  the  timing  must 
be  considered  more  accurate 
than  the  differing  historian's 
accounts. 

It  is  little  wonder  that 
some  chronicles  of  events 
have  some  inaccuracies,  for 
we  know  now  that  at  the 
beginning  of  it  all  the 
Government  released  infor¬ 
mation  so  wrong  that  it  can 
only  be  described  as 
fabrication. 

“Several  hits  with  heavy 
bombs  registered  on  a 
German  battleship  .  .  .  off 
Wilhclmshaven  which 
resulted  in  severe  damage" 
said  the  first  communique  of 


Heroes9  death  for  Fascists 


ruin  I  ht  Koval  Air  rorcc,  the  greatest 
war  in  history  began  with  an  ill-judged 
foray  across  the  North  Sea 
^  At  the  mouth  of  the  Kiel  Canal  was  a 
German  fleet,  including  battleships  and 
cruisers  bristling  with  anti-aircraft 
guns 

Despatched  against  it  were  six  Mk  1A 
Wellington  medium  bombers  from  9 
Squadron,  divided  into  two  flights  of 
three  planes 

Later  in  the  war  the  Wellington 
would  distinguish  itself  as  a  rugged  and 
reliable  night  bomber,  well  equipped  to 
defend  itself  with  power-operated  gun 
turrets  fore  and  aft 
But  the  Mk  1A.  barely  ofT  the  drawing 
board,  was  cursed  with  a  fixed,  single- 
gun  turret  which  could  be  brought  to 
bear  only  by  manoeuvring  the  whole 
aircraft  To  make  matters  worse,  this 
first  attack  was  a  daylight  raid  at  low- 
level  against  a  fleet  heavily  defended  by 
German  fighter  aircraft 
The  first  flight  of  three  Wellingtons 
braved  heavy  flak  to  press  home  their 
attack  before  diving  into  clouds  for  a 
safe  flight  home  The  second  flight  had 
no  such  luck.  The  lumbering  Welling¬ 
tons  were  pounced  on  by  nine  Messer- 
schmitt  109  fighters 
One  bomber  escaped  but  the  other  two 
were  shot  down  by  the  Me  109s  and 
ground  fire.  In  all,  ten  aircrew  were  lost. 

Sixteen  days  later,  the  Air  Ministry 
issued  its  first  casualty  list  of  the  war.  It 
was  headed  by  Aircraftsman  2nd  Class 
K  G  Day.  Further  down  the  list 
appeared  the  name  of  Aircraftsman  2nd 
Class  G  T  Brodung  Both  had  perished 
in  Wellington  L4275 

It  was  a  further  three  weeks  before 
the  irony  of  this  double  tragedy  dawned 
In  a  brief  magazine  notice,  it  was 
revealed  that  both  Kenneth  Day,  aged 
20.  and  22-year-old  George  Bracking 
had  been  members  of  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley's  British  Union  -  this  country ‘a 
despised  Blackshirt  Movement 


Sir  0»wald 
Mosley,  the 
dreaded 
fUaekahlrt 
trader  sup¬ 
ported  by  Bri¬ 
tain's  first  two 
war  easuallies 
who  were 
serving  with  (he 
RAF. 


Fifty  years  ago  today,  two  young  aircraftsmen  became  the  first  RAF  per¬ 
sonnel  to  be  killed  in  action. 

The  story  of  their  daring  raid  has  passed  into  legend.  But,  according  to 
one  researcher,  another  aspect  has  been  deliberately  hushed  up. 

For  the  two  heroes  were  British  Fascists.  PETER  RHODES  reports. 


The  Blackshirts  openly  admired  the 
fascism  of  Mussolini  and  Hitler. 

The  movement  preached  anti¬ 
communism  and  anti-Semitism  and  was 
seen  at  its  violent  worst  in  the  "Battle  of 
Cable  Street"  in  1936  when  7,000 
Moslcyitcs  fought  pitched  battles  with 
Jews  and  Socialists  in  London's  East 
End,  leaving  80  injured. 

On  the  political  front,  Mosley  had 
some  support  in  the  late  1930s  for  his 
“Britons  Fight  for  Britain  Only"  cam¬ 
paign  in  which  both  young  aircraftmen 
had  served 

Mosley  and  his  supporters  argued  that 
Britain's  interests  lay  in  the  empire,  not 
Eureope. 

“It  is  particularly  poignant  and 
ironic,"  says  retired  journalist  John 
Christian,  "that  the  first  two  young 
casualties  to  die  for  their  country  paid 


the  supreme  sacrifice  in  a  war  they 
believed  not  to  be  in  their  country's 
interest." 

More  ironic,  says  Christian,  himself  a 
former  Blackshirt,  is  the  fact  that  if  Day 
and  Brocking  had  survived  they  would 
probably  have  been  interned  without 
trial  under  the  Emergency  Regulations 
which  kept  Mosley  and  800  of  his 
followers  behind  bars  from  May  1940 
until  after  the  war 

At  his  London  home,  John  Christian 
Spys:  "Their  death  was  such  an  embar¬ 
rassment  to  Britain's  wartime  govern¬ 
ment  and  is  such  a  continuing  historical 
embarrassment,  that  the  story  of  the 
war's  first  official  casualties  remains 
unpublieised. 

"It  strikes  me  as  unfair  that  the 
government  tried  to  suggest  that  people 
like  these  were  potential  traitors.’ 
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COMRADE 


J  #%HE  reminds 
Vus  that  her 
^Janly  hrother, 
of  whom  she  was 
deeply  fond,  was 
killed  in  the  war 
against  Hitler 
Germany.  And  she 
defends  her  husband '  s 
memory,  as  she  has 
consistantly  done 
throughout  her  widow¬ 
hood.....  Freedom  of 
expression  is  a  gift 
desperately  sought  by 
those  denied  it; 
often  attacked  by 
those  who  enjoy 
it. ..Lady  Mosley  was 
within  the  law  and 
so,  in  our  view,  had 
every  right  to  be 
heard . J 

tally  •ftilaasfri 

28  rtMJtte  1989 


osley  ban  urged 

By  Our  Political  Correspondent 
The  11BC  has  been  urged  not  to 
broadcast  a  recording  of  Desert 
Island  Discs  featuring  Lady 
Mosley,  widow  of 'the  fascist 
leader,  the  late  Sir  Oswald  Mos¬ 
ley^  Mr  Grcville  Janner.  a 
Labour  Ml’,  says  tbe  timing  is 
"insensitive”  because  it  is  dose 
to  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
outbreak'  of  the  Second  World 


MANDRAKE 


DIANA.  Lady  Mosley.  aged 
79,  widow  of  the  old  fas¬ 
cist  leader.  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley,  is  to  achieve  what  1 
understand  is  one  of  her  long¬ 
standing  ambitions:  to  be  on 
Desert  Island  Discs.  >  She 
recorded  the  programme  last 
week,  and  the  BBC  intends  to 
broadcast  it  on  September  1 7 


MANDRAKE  hopes  that  most 
readers  will  agree  with  him 
that  Diana.  Lady  Mosley, 
should  not  appear  on  Desert 
Island  Discs  (July  16).  A  fastid¬ 
ious  reader  of  his  urbane  diary, 
on  this  occasion  1  would  beg  to 
demur. 

There  is  no  gainsaying  that 
the  ideological  upheavals  of 
the  inter-war  years  were  a  pre¬ 
lude  to  the  awakened  Euro¬ 
pean  consiousness  of  the 
immediate  post-war  years.  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  figure  during  those  turbu¬ 
lent  decades;  and  if  Lady 
Mosley  can  provide  further 
insights  into  her  husband  and 
his  times,  that  surely  would  be 
of  great  interest  to  those  seek¬ 
ing  to  understand  tbe  histori¬ 
cal  background  of  the  Europe 
now  taking  shape  before  us 


Sensitive 

MR  GREVILLE  Janner.  the 
well  known  Labour  MP,  is  ask- ' 
ing  the  BBC  not  to  broadcast  a 
recording  of  Desert  Island  Discs 
which  features  Lady  Mosley, 
widow  of  Sir  Oswald.  He  says 
the  timing  is  '.•‘insensitive’’ 
because  it,is  close  to  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  beginning  of 
the  Second  World  War,  •-  ' 
While  he  is  ,about  il,  why 
doesn't  he  try  to  get  I .ady  Mos¬ 
ley  prosecuted  as  a  "war  crimi¬ 
nal”?  The  only  part  the  Mosleys 
played  in  tbe  war  was  to  try  to 
stop  this  country  being  involved 
in  it,  for  which  they  were 
interned.  But  Hhis  sensitive 
champion  of  justice  for  all 
should  not  be  deterred  by  little 
details  like  that. 

Peter  Simple 


TODAY'S  CHOICES 

0*«»rl  Island  Discs 

Rjdoi  I?  15  -  It  55  pin 

Rescheduled  three  times  as 
proposed  transmission 
dates  clashed  with  sensitive 
milestones  m  the  Jewish 
calendar,  here  at  last  is  the 
BBC's  current  hot  potato, 
the  programme  fratunnf 
Diana  Mosley  (nght).  widow 
of  fascist  leader  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley.  Perhaps 
predictably.  Wagner  H 
going  to  be  thundering 
across  the  airwaves. 


ow  over 
invite  to 

Mosley’s 

widow 

B;  KEVIN  T00US 

THE  BBC  has  been  con¬ 
demned  for  Interviewing 
the  widow  of  fascist 
leader  Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
on  the  eve  of  a  Jewish 
holy  day. 

Lady  Diana  Mosley  will  be 
tbe  guest  on  October  8'a 
edition  of  Desert  Island 
|  Discs  as  part  of  tbe  BBC* 
Second  World  War  commem¬ 
oration  programmes. 

That  day  is  tbe  eve  of  Tom 
Kippur,  and  the  broadcast  Is 
certain  to  offend  tbe  Jewish 
community  deeply 

Labour  MP  Grevllle  Jan¬ 
ner,  a  member  of  the  Jewish 
Board  of  Deputies,  said:  To 
Interview  her  will  be  taste- 
!  less  and  offensive.'  , 


For  that  reason  alone.  Lady 
Mosley  should  be  allowed  to 
have  her  say. 

CHARLES  SMITH. 

12  Queen  Street, 

Henley-on-Thames.  Oxon 

YOU  refer  to  Sir  Oswald  Mos¬ 
ley  as  being  “surrounded  by 
thugs".  I  hardly  think  that 
Henry  Williamson,  J.F.C. 
Fuller  and  many  other  Mosley 
associates  fall  into  that 
category. 

Two  "Mosleyite  thugs"  were 
the  first  official  casualties  in 
the  Hitler  war,  being  shot 
down  in  the  same  Wellington 
over  the  Kiel  Canal  on  Septem¬ 
ber!,  1939. 


Lady  Moslems  island  Me 

From  Mr  Ivor  Samuels  Board  of  Deputies  should  even 


YOUR  anonymous  columnist 
Mandrake  did  not  notice  the 
irony  in  his  mean-spirited 
attack  on  my„  grandmother. 
Lady  Mosley,  to  which  other 
correspondents  have  already 
replied. 

If  the  war  was  fought  for  any¬ 
thing,  it  was  fought  for  free 
speech  in  a  free  country.  The 
imprisonment  without  trial  of 
SirfUSfrald  and  Lady  Mosley 
was«ti&rdly  an  advertisement 
for  democracy  and  freedom  of 
expression,  and  neither  is  Man¬ 
drake's  suggestion  that  an 
elderly  lady  should  be  banned 
from  broadcasting  because  of 
her  late  husband's  political 
activities  50  years  ago. 

CATHERINE  GUINNESS. 

96.CbeyneWalk.SW10. 


Sunday  Telegraph 
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From  Mr  Ivor  Samuels 
Sir  As  a  Jew,  I  write  to  dissociate  - 
myself  from  the  demands  of  my 
“representatives'’,  the  Board  of 
Deputies,  that  the  BBC  should 
have  banned  tbe  broadcast  of 
Desert  Island  Discs  in  which  Lady 
Mosley  was  interviewed  (front 
page,  27  November). 

For  an  official  Jewish  organisa¬ 
tion  to  propose  a  ban  on  any  free 
expression  of  opinion  is  bad 
enough;  to  attempt  to  muzzle  the 
tired  ramblings  of  an  old,  self-de¬ 
luded  lady  approaches  the  cate¬ 
gory  of  knee-jerk  reaction. 

My  family  (one  generation 
back)  fought  the  Blackshirts  in 
the  East  End  of  London  so  I  won't 
fall  for  the  argument  that  the  very 
expression  of  the  lady's  views  is 
offensive  to  us.  And  having  lis¬ 
tened  to  them,  though  distasteful 
enough,  I  found  them  sad  and 
faded,  rather  than  a  threat.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  Hayim  Pinner's  use  of  the 
word  “nauseating”  was  wholly  un¬ 
warranted  and  should  be  saved 
•  for  really  offensive  occasions,  Di- 
'  ana  Mosley  cannot  change  her 
opinions  now,  she  would  be  deny¬ 
ing  what  she  went  to  prison  for. 
Other  people  have  convictions, 
too,  Mr  Pinner,  especially  people 
we  don't  agree  with.  Il  is  impor¬ 
tant  for  us  to  hear  that  there  are 
mad  men  who  genuinely  believe 
tbe  Holocaust  was  a  lie,  if  only  for 
us  to  keep  up  our  guard. 

Lady  Mosley's  beliefs  ate  as 
genuinely  held  as  those  of  the 
murderers  of  Tiananmen  Square 
and  of  tbe  ayatollahs  from  Tehran 
to  Belfast  and  Bradford.  The  at¬ 
tempt  to  ban  her  is  no  different 
from  the  attempt  to  ban  Salman 
Rushdie.  And  we  know  what  is 
the  next  short  step  from  there 

It  is  reprehensible  that  such  a 
powerful  positive  force  as  the 


begin  to  walk  that  particular 
greasy  tightrope. 

Yours  faithfully. 

IVOR  SAMUELS 

London,  SW17  A 1  ^pendent  N 
(28  Nove«*>er  1989 > 

■fMoiley  the 
I  patriot 

I  DISLIKED  Sir  Oswald  Mos¬ 
ley’s  posturing  in  a  black  shirt 
in  the  1930s.  I  dislikdfl  his  Brit¬ 
ish  Union  of  Fascist?.  But  to 
assume,  as -does  your’eorre- 
spoudent  Ruth  Rees,  that  he 
and  his  wife  were  “working 
against  the  welfare  of  our 
country”  is  mischievous 
nonsense. 

Sir  Oswald  had  fought  and 
was  severely  wounded  in 
World  War  I. 

He  was  one  of  many  young 
[  veterans  who  believed  pas¬ 
sionately  that  there  must 
never  be  a  repetition  of  the 
•  ghastly  experiences  he  and  his 
generation  went  through 
between  1914  and  1918. 

When  however  World  War  11 
broke  out  in  1939  he  exhorted 
his  followers  to  support  the 
Government  and  fight 
1  He  was  a  patriot.  He  was 
rewarded  by  being  s£nt  to 

firison  without  trial.  Lady  Mos¬ 
ey  followed  him.  Who  on  earth 
were  or  arc  "the  victims  bf  her 
tawdry  activities”7  I  have  yet 
to  meet  one. 

JAMES  LEES-MILNE. 

Essex  House, 

W.  J  9  _.  _ _ 

^Sunday  Telegraph) 

1 6  August  198? / 


Old  Soldiers  Never  Die 


iiiEf 


Dally  Telegraph 
30  November  1989, 


Dally  Telegraph' 
5  December  1989 j 


AS  WE  REPORTED  on  going 
j  to  press  with  the 
August/Septenter  OOMRADE, 
the  BOCs  Hbrld  Service 
were  to  broadcast  a  pro¬ 
gram™;  featuring  Lady 
Mosley  and  other  support¬ 
ers  on  the  50th  Annivers¬ 
ary  of  the  Second  War, 
Septentoer  3rd*  *  It  had 
been  edited  from  a  rec¬ 
ording  made  some  months 
previously  by  the  World 
Services  political 

correspondent  Andrew 
Whitehead. 

A  few  days  before  the 
broadcast,  our  columnist 
OPERA  learned  that  it  was 
to  be  titled  "Bnend.es 
Within?"  which  persuaded 
editor  John  Christian  to 


first,  pose  to  the  BBC  the 
question:  'How  are  you  to 
broadcast  the  question 
mark?',  and  secondly,  as 
the  majority  of  contribut¬ 
ors  would  not  have  partic- 
pated  under  the  programmes 
libelous  title,  that  the 
BBC  withdraw  their  contri¬ 
bution  be  withdrawn. 

After  further  consult¬ 
ation  and  proposes  court 
injunction,  the  BBC  wisely 
agreed  that  the  contribut¬ 
ors  had  a  case,  and  the 
and  the  broadcast  went  out 
without  a  title,  but  has 

Page  7,  Col.4 


AS  WE  REPORTED  last  year  in  the  June/ July  "Comrade", 
O.M.s  Bentley, which  he  used  extensively  in  the  1930s 
to  drive  to  British  Union  marches  and  meetings,  is 
still  going  strong,  as  can  be  seen  in  our  pictures. 

Fully  restored, the  old  warharse  took  part  in  the 
1989  Shell  Rally  at  Cannes.  When  at  home  it  resides 
in  Gloucestershire,  its  owner  Mr. Michael  Lester. 

It  was  damaged  by  a  bullet  which  penetrated  a  rear 
door  window  at  Mosley's  Hull  meeting  in  1936,  and  is 
seen  here  at  Isllp  Street, Kentish  Town,  O.M.  review¬ 
ing  the  column  before  the  march  to  his  meeting  at 
Trafalgar  Square  in  1937.  It  'retired  from  the  Move¬ 
ment  at  the  Blackshirt  Camp  at  Selsey, Sussex  in  1937 
when  O.M.was  presented  with  a  new  MS  by  menbers  of 
British  Union. 
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SOME  YOU  WIN 

■ _ _ •  ■ 


Triumph 


LADY  MOSLEY,  widow  of  Sir 
Oswald,  has  at  last  been  inter¬ 
viewed  in  a  Desert  Island  Disc 
.irogramme,  after  three  post¬ 
ponements  because  of  protests 
by  the  Board  of  Deputies  of  Brit¬ 
ish  Jews.  "I  found  it  nauseat¬ 
ing,"  says  the  secretary  general 
of  the  Board,  Mr  Hayim  Pinner. 
“She  was  not  a  fit  subject  for  a 
Desert  Island  Discs  pro¬ 
gramme,  and  this  was  offensive 
to  millions  of  people." 

Hitler,  wherever  he  is  now, 
may  permit  himself  a  smile  of 
triumph  at  the  thought  that, 
nearly  45  years  after  his  death,  a 
mild  expression  of  regard  for 
him  by  an  Englishwoman  in  her 
80th  year  can  produce  such  ter¬ 
ror  and  indignation.  It  is  a  kind 
of  ghastly  victory  for  the  man. 

Mr  Greville  Janner,  MP  for 
Leicester  West  and  another 
member  of  the  Board ,  has  de¬ 
manded  a  full  transcript  of  the 
interview.  Is  he  going  to  try,  as  I 
have  suggested  before,  to  ar¬ 
range  that  Lady  Mosley  be  pros¬ 
ecuted  as  a  "war criminal"? 

After  all,  it  would  require  only 
a  slight  change  in  English  law, 
perhaps  an  amendment  to  the 
Bill  which  will  soon  be  coming 
before  Parliament,  to  make  it 
possible  to  try  as  “war  crimi¬ 
nals"  a  number  of  Lady  Mos¬ 
ley’s  contemporaries,  mainly 
Lithuanians  and  Latvians,  who 
have  been  quietly  living  in  this 
country  for  the  last  45  years, 
minding  their  own  business  and 
doing  no  harm  to  anybody. 

Peter  simple 


Blackshirts  were  hurt 
most  in  clashes 

SIR  —  Despite  increased  research  into 
British  fascism,  and  the  establishment 
o(  at  least  one  university  undergradu¬ 
ate  course  on  the  topic,  it  is  clear  from 
your  report  (Nov.  27)  of  reaction  to 
Lady  Mosley’s  BBC  broadcast  that 
there  is  still  much  confusion  on  the 
subject  in  the  popular  mind. 

Like  many  people.  Mr  Greville  Jan¬ 
ner  appears  to  believe  that  the  vio¬ 
lence  surrounding  Blackshirt  marches 
and.  presumably,  meetings  was  the 
result  of  fascist  attacks.  Before  under¬ 
taking  research  at  Nuffield  College, 
Oxford,  I  too  suspected  as  much. 

However,  evidence  in  Home  Office 
files  held  at  the  Public  Record  Office, 
Kew,  suggests  the  opposite.  Those 
files  provide  extensive  detail  on  vio¬ 
lence  at  British  Union  of  Fascists 
meetings  and  marches  from  Jan.  1, 
1934,  to  Sept.  24, 1938. 

In  that  time  the  police  reported  on 
402  meetings  (333  of  which  were  in 
London).  This  is  only  a  proportion  of 
total  fascist  meetings  held,  but  it  rep¬ 
resents  our  best  evidence. 

At  these  meetings  the  police  ar¬ 
rested  198  anti-fascists,  72  fascists  and 
92  "others".  Some  of  the  fascists  were 
arrested  for  their  own  safety,  and  it  is 
fairly  clear  that  most  of  the  distur¬ 
bances  came  from  anti-fascists. 

Similarly,  although  more  than  60  per 
cent  of  BUF  meetings  faced  distur¬ 
bances,  the  Blackshirts  can  be  held 
responsible  for  only  21  disturbances  at 
Left-wing  meetings  in  the  period. 
Whereas  anti-fascist  tactics  concen¬ 
trated  on  trying  to  break  up  Blackshirt 
meetings,  this  tactic  did  not  feature  in 
Mosley's  campaigns. 

When  we  look  at  the  police  figures 
for  assaults  and  injuries  they  are  even 
more  interesting,  tn  the  period  in 
question,  fascists  were  identified  as 
having  been  responsible  for  24  as¬ 
saults,  causing  17  injuries;  in  only  four 
attacks  were  weapons  used  (namely, 
electrician's  tape  around  knuckles,  a 
belt,  a  truncheon  and  “missiles"). 

However,  in  the  same  period  there 


OOMRADE 


Inadequate  as  these  Home  Office 
figures  may  be,  they  represent  our 
best  evidence.  I  conclude  from  these 
and  similar  figures  that  the  BUF  were 
more  the  victims  than  the  perpetrators 
of  political  violence. 

_  STEPHEN  CULLEN 
Perth  , 


Communists  started 
trouble  at  rallies 

SIR  — Stephen  Cullen’s  letter 
(Nov.  30)  raises  the  question  as  to  who 
was  the  main  cause  of  violence  and 
disturbances  at  Blackshirt  meetings 
before  the  1939-45  War. 

As  a  constable  from  mid-1936 
onwards  I  was  on  duty  at  many  Black¬ 
shirt  meetings  and  marches  in  and 
around  sout-east  London.  As  I  recall, 
trouble  was  always  started  by  commu¬ 
nists  and  other  opposing  factions 
whose  main  purpose  was  to  prevent 
the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  right  to 
march  from  one  part  of  London  to 
another  —  these  rights  being  accorded 
to  any  lawful  organisation  be  they  the 
Salvation  Army  or  any  other  body. 

My  impression  was  that  the  Black¬ 
shirts  were  fairly  well  disciplined,  and 
they  seemed  to  have  been  instructed 
not  to  retaliate;  but  it  was  inevitable 
that  some  became  involved  in  skir¬ 
mishes  of  one  kind  or  another. 

May  I  hasten  to  add  that  it  was  sim¬ 
ply  the  duty  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
to  enforce  the  law  without  fear  or 
favour  and  to  uphold  the  rule  of  law.  In 
the  process  many  officers  were  injured 
i  in  maintaining  the  King's  peace.  If  the 
anti-fascists  had  stayed  away  I  do  not 
think  there  would  have  been  violence. 

VALENTINE  BOTWRIGHT 
LondonSW19 


were  51  recorded  attacks  on  fascists,  in 
which  119  fascists  were  injured;  wea¬ 
pons  used  included  bottles,  knuckle¬ 
dusters,  bricks,  loaded  rubber  tubing, 
stones  and  a  sword.  Injuries  among 
fascists  were,  not  surprisingly,  much 
more  severe  than  those  inflicted  by 
fascists. 


COMRADE 


General  view  of  the  Olnner: 
Dsn  Harms  ton  speaking 


WEUj  OVER  A  HUNDRED  packed  the  banqueting  hall  of  a  London  hotel  for  the  5th.  annual  COMMEMORATION 
DINNER  in  November.  New  friends  and  old  friends  including  Alexander  Mosley  who  acconpanied  his  mother 
_  to  his  first  Friends  of  oLm.  gathering.  _ 


In  a  speech  of  vrelcame, 
Mike  Quill  spoke  of  the  in¬ 
creased  requests  for  help 
to  FtM  from  academics  and 
historians  researching 
British  Onion,  and  of  the 
the  future  publication  of 
the  late  John  Chamley's 
memoirs. 

'Big*  Dan  Harmston  re¬ 


viewed  the  current  politi¬ 
cal  scene, fol  lowed  by  Ronald 
Creasy  who  spoke  of  the  out¬ 
standing  and  unique  quali¬ 
ties  of  Oswald  Mosley. 

Martin  Maloney  paid  tri¬ 
bute  to  the  quality  of 
current  affairs  in  Comrade, 
its  thinking  and  conclusions 
often  ahead  of  the  quality 


newspapers. 

Speaking  for  the  first 
time  at  the  Gonremoration 
Dinner,  Desmond  Irvine  dis¬ 
played  a  deep  understanding 
of  Mosley  the  Man,  and  we 
print  his  speech  in  that 
feature. 

John  Christian  velcomed 
old  comrades  and  new  friends 


1 1  ni-;  si  ;i2\i  t  >i^ — ^ 
eOT^OPeTs"  unholy 

GODFATHERS 

The  European  idea  is  not  necessarily 
liberal.  Noel  Malcolm  investigates  the  shadier 
branches  of  its  family  tree 


AS  WITH  nr  Md  the  geocrah.  the 
hmory  of  the  'European  movement  n  too 
important  to  be  left  to  the  pro-Europeans 
theuacfvev  The  EEC*  approved  version 
of  it*  own  intellectual  ancestry  a  an  exer¬ 
cise  m  selective  ptetv  From  the  Office  for 
Official  Publications  of  the  European 
Communities,  for  example,  you  can  obtain 
free  of  charge  a  booklet  entitled  Jean 
Mnnnct,  a  Grand  Design  for  Europe,  from 
which  you  will  learn  that  ‘the  proccsi  of 
European  unification  stems  essentially 
from  the  search  for  a 
r»rw  *»rand  of  humanism 
With  this  aim  in 
mmd.  the  "Father  of  I 
ik*  set  out  m  L 
promote  a  ne»  moral  m  »  AjC  I J 
base  for  Europe  M  _ m 

Nothmg  could  be  |  tlJROPfc 

more  desirable.  of  ■  - 

course  than  a  new  \  r 

brand  of  humanism  or  i  f 
new  moral  base  (what  f  Of  Mil 
ever  that  means),  and  ^  the  BA2D 

no  paternal  figure  could  ■  hH  tyj  fcj 

be  more  respcciahle  M  q£  I 

than  the  amiahlv  non-  M  »1mvn  I 

dogmatic  M  Monnci  \  TjjrfrJ 

But  if  we  trr  to  construct  \T~ 

a  more  detailed  family  W  *tO!  thfl 
tree  for  the  process  of  f  "The  Ex 
European  unification  W  — y. 

we  may  find  that  it  n  a  |  Oj  rOLv 

family  with  some  sui 
prising  black  sheep  m  «t  These  more 
druant  relatives  do  not  qualify  as  direct 
ancestors,  (hough  some  of  them  may  have 
crept  in  at  the  christening  as  uninvited 
roll  at  hers  to  gore  European  unity  their 
blessing  But  as  in  all  families,  there  are 
resemblances  which  can  be  seen  on  ugly 
laces  as  well  as  respectable  ones 
Search  the  official  histone*  of  the  'Euro¬ 
pean  Mica'  and  vou  will  find  no  mention 
leu  example  of  the  Union  Movement 
h Minded  to  promote  European  union  in 
IV4K  nor  of  nv  monthly  magazine.  The 
European  which  ran  from  1951  to  I9VV 
even  of  the  'European  Declaration 
promoted  by  thn  move  me  ni  and  adopted 
bv  an  miernaiairtal  conference  at  Venice  n 


1963  ‘Europe*,  said  the  Declaration,  shall  I  ratsoo  d’etre  would  be  to  regulate  the 


have  a  common  government  for  purposes 
of  foreign  potto,  defence,  economic  poll* 
cy.  finance  and  scientific  development 
What  could  be  move  respectable  than  that'* 
And  yet  the  founder  of  the  Union  Move 
mem.  Sir  Oswald  Mosley,  has  not  gone 
down  in  htnory  even  as  the  Unde  of 
Europe 

The  signatories  of  this  dedaration  have 
been  variously  described  as  neo-fascists 
and  as  ex-faaems  Explaining  ’  hts  own 


economy  on  a  grand  scafc.  to  enforce  tooai  I 
progress  by  encouraging  industrial  co¬ 
partnership  and  workers'  control  and  to 
promote  scientific*  solutions  to  Europe 
wide  problems 

The  basic  pattern  of  thought  here  n 
Corporatism,  an  ism*  not  in  its  elaborate 
theoretical  shape  (as  constructed  by  Italian 
lasast  IhenmtO  hut -in  thn  Icmn^^an 


assumption,  an  i 


"Fascism  is  bead.  Now  he  must  make 

Europe":  Moslex^to  Lady  Moal  ey.  May  8, 1946 


BRITISH 

UNION 

STUDIES 


•  •  • 

“The  Idea  of  Kinship..... the  reaching  out 
of  hands  to  those  who  are  kindred  or  of 
the  sane  kind.  The  Idea  of  Kinship  can 

bring  the  Union  of  Europe . As  a  family 

of  the  same  stock  and  kind,  Europe  should 
always  have  been  united  in  Ideal.  Today, 
the  Baal  as  wall  as  the  Ideal  faces  Europe 
with  the  alternative  of  tkiion  or  Disaster. 

"The  Extension  Oswald  Hob  lei 


Patriotism * 


position  in  hn  autobiography  (published  in  , 
19681.  Sir  Oswald  put  the  emphasis  natui  j 
ally  on  the  ex';  but  al  the  same  time  hr  1 
was  honest  enough  to  admit  some  continu*  4 
ty  between  his  post  wai  and  pve-wai  phihv  1 
sophics  Perhaps  the  most  important  com  1 
whip  thread  was  an  impatience  wtih  tnv  1 
lorm  of  human  organisation  which  wo*.  , 
confrontational  and  divisive  and  therefoie  J 
inefficient  Bolh  in  the  Sixties  and  in  ihr  J 
Thirties  he  advocated  a  government  i.f  I 
national  comermi*'  to  overcome  the  mefft 
oenoes  of  adversarial  party  politics  both  1 
before  the  war  and  after  it  he  attacked  the 
'aruteto  of  a  fiee  market  w  lalmut  i 
Ahhough  the  fruiope  hr  envisaged  woukf  J 
have  a  fuilumrniin  < omnium  hi  Mil 


present  for  the  first  time, 
including'a  number  of  yuung 
associates,  who,  although 
politically  active  outside 
POM,  are  drawn  to  us  by  the 
record  cf  our  past ' .He  road 
for  absence  from  three  cont¬ 
inents,  and, and  coupled  his 
toast  with  the  non,  rrviny  eld 
comrades  no  longer  with  us, 
'their  spirits  with  us 
tonight*. 

This  reporter, of  the  bom 
1960s  generation, count  it  a 
privilege  to  have  been 
present  at  what  I  felt  for 
some  was  almost  a  ’holy* 
occasion. 

A  unique  and  never- 
to-be-forgotten  personal 
experience,  moving  me  to 
conclude  with  Mosley's  words 
used  in  Dan  Harmstcn's 
speech: 

“the  heart  of  this 


le  is  invincible 


still  challenges  the 


winds  of 


U  DURING  1989,  we 
have  been  In¬ 
creasingly  In¬ 
volved  assisting 
the  growl ng 
nunfcer  of  under¬ 
graduate  and  post 
graduates  with 
their  research 
on  various  as¬ 
pects  of  British 
Union. 

As  an  exa*>1e  of  the  academ¬ 
ic  Standard  of  these  projects 
we  print  an  excerpt  from  one 
dissertation:  Ilford  8UF  and 
Electoral  Politics. 

‘The  British  Union's  commit¬ 
ment  to  electoral  politics 
extended  beyond  the  East  End, 
although  much  of  the  academic 
literature  xiakes  little 
reference  to  this  fact.  By 
concentrating  on  the  less 
savoury  aspects  of  the  move- 


6  ♦BBC 

•posthumously'  been  titled 

The  War*  I 


The  broadcast, in  which 
Pred  and  Sid  Bailey,  Dan 
Harmston  and  John  Christian 
from  PGM,  lady  Mosley, 
Jeffrey  Hamm ,  Secretary  of 
Action  Society,  and  a  London 
ex-polioeman  participated, 
was  in  fact ,wi thin  the  half- 
hour  limit,  a  fair  assess¬ 
ment  by  Andrew  Whitehead  of 
Mosley  and  British  Union’s 
stance  in  1939. 

But  the  BBCS  backroom 
boys  ? 

historians  have  usually 
omitted  any  meaningful  analy¬ 
sis  of  the  BUF's  attempts  to 
become  an  electoral  force  out¬ 
side  Its  East  End  heartland. 

Yet,  as  the  example  of 
Ilford  has  shown,  at  least 
some  'provincial'  branches 
endeavoured  to  enter  main¬ 
stream  politics  by  the  ortho¬ 
dox  route  of  looking  for  a 
mandate  from  the  electorate.* 
This  graduate  Is  continuing 
his  research  on  a  3-year  pro¬ 
ject  on  British  Union  In 
(Utx  and  East  Anglia. 
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J/n  fflcmoriam 


HOOtf«.iHt:Shorvdltc»  Union  Hovv- 
WU  HorcK  IW 

II  rrt  a  {-:nu  rmp«tl»  Parlla- 
Cnndl Onto  Hm  tynn  4  IM  pol 
Itlcol  prisoner.  Word!  1 9/4 
JEBB.Rilph  Gladmyn:  Caplorer, 
poor)  fltherm»n:BU  0/1  Salis¬ 
bury:  OHt. (nP  Regional  Insp: 
Cty. Prop. Officer .Milts:  Ptrl. 
Cand. Dorset  West:BU  Cold  Dis¬ 
tinction  (nerd:  188  Politic- 
Prisoner  «S  yrs:UM:  At  8/  In 
Marbel  la -Spain:  January  28  1878 

tHOffh.Mrt  Sabina:  Mother  of 
Union  Movement's  Sen  ,£ltchen 


O'ALFSSIO.Ron:  first 

British  Union  District  leader 
Plymouth  1  later  of  Cheltenham: 
IBs  British  political  prisoner 
1940:  On  IB  January  1987 

POCURA.Joe:HU  Hackney. 
Navy:lln1on  H:  5  febru 

OOUOVAm.J.f :  tnua  Llae- 

kwM  BU-  'action*  contributor 
'Don  Seretford*  februerv  1S3S 
OOROTHT.YISCOUMTFSS  DOWWF : 

Pari  .Candidate  north  Norfolk: 

March  26  1957 
noun  .Mrs  l  .A:  ulfe  of  John 
Donty, British  Union  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Candidate  Fvestum: 

In  January  18ft 
OUTTiaO.t.T:  tpplng  British 
union  and  IBB  British  politi¬ 
cal  prisoner: In  Oeceader  1986 
[ATOM, Bill:  BU  0/L  Lancaster. 
0/1  N /Lanes. and  Westmorland. 
Pari. Cand. Burnley:  holder  BU 
Gold  -  S  February  1989 

lAfOa .Harry:  last  London  III  I  IP: 


Hartl  the  sound  of  many  uoltrt 
'choes  throudh  the  »ale  of  apes 
Britain  IlsUnt  and  relolcet. 


AlTM.Amdrvw:  P/Off  BAf: early 
British  Union  ueoBxr:  fljlaj 
acclOmt  Sussea .Deceniirr  193? 

AUFW.ComOt.HarytOBf :  former 

suffr(9ette  and  co-founder  at 
first  uoorn's  police  force  In 
world  War  I  :Hrad  of  Women's 
Au. Hilar,  Service  1914-1900: 
Member  British  Union  and 
Union  Movement : Under  virtual 
house  arrest  In  World  War  11: 

In  Dec radar  |8*< 

A«nT.Caot.f.r.'Bl11‘:Sm»tnimptoi; 
■a  s  common  meat  si.tw  oldest 
Omlsea  Peotlonerifahrmary  1874 
BAILCT.Jact:  Bethnal  Green 
British  Union  and  Union  Move- 
Mat:  Father  of  F0M  Council 
■man  Fred  and  Sid  Bailey: 
A9e  82:  On  18  January  1965 

8EA8A8. Arthur :8U* I ‘Spuad:  0/L 
West  Han: Pari  .Candidate  Upton: 
188  Political  Prisoner:  Union 
Movement: At  87:  March  23  188* 

at  CP  FT, Joe  British  S  tnplee 

neavimelfht  So. Ins  Cheep.  1919- 

23:  Bu.nertlne  la  political 
pel  toner:  foundation  nUer  Union 
Movement.  March  1865 

at OCTTT .Mrs  Joe:.lfe  of  torwr 
English  Heavy  Weight  Chaoploo 
Joe  Beckatt:L1ke  her  husband 
rnenoer  of  British  Union  and 
Union  Movement:  Pol  It  leal 

Prisoner  Holloway  Coal  1840: 

On  12  Oeceader  1957 
BIBO  .Mr  A-J:  former  Inspector 
of  Schools  Mtddlesei  and 
Principle  Btlbum  Poly.: 
MeMier  til burn  British  Union: 

In  January  1839 
80BB.Pt  Mr  A.t:  tiling  British 
Union  i  Union  Movement: 

In  Oec easier  1876 

1 HAT. Bill:  BU  D/T  Birmingham 
Central  Br.-O/L  Handsworth  8r: 
188  Political  Prisoner: 

December  3  1988 

BROCT -GRIGGS. Tom:  BU:BAF:IB8 
Political  Prisoner : UM : husband 
BU  Chf. Womens  Organiser: 

March  1882 
BPOWM.Prof.A.C  MA  LLB:  former 
Professor  of  International 
La«.Calcutta:Meaber  Ceedrldge 


WTUHt .Mrs: Wallasey,  8U  fc  UH: 

Decevder  18S4 
fCAlS-BBOHM.francls  OfC:  IU 

NMQ  Branch:5th  Lancers, Indian 
Army. Royal  Flying  Corpa -.author 
•Bengal  Lancer*. 

T3  OeceM>er  1844 


HBlTFB.Mrs:  mother  of  Gladys 
Walsh  of  (sset:  both  British 
Union.! Imehouie: In  101st  year 
February  3  1873 
L  IBP,  FTT. Sidney:  East  Ham  BU: 
brother  of  FOM's  John,  E /Mam 
0/T:  Severely  mounded  Italy 

1843.Cast  Surreys. 

Dece^ser  188B 


FLAM  .Dudley:  tritlsh  Union's 
elOerly  receptionist  at  HHQ 
Wes tml ms ter: British  political 
prisoner  1840  contributing  to 
his  oeath.Hls  wife. British 

Union  Parliamentary  Candtoale 
for  Bortham ton  also  Jailed  In 
Holloway  Goa  1 : 1 n Oecemxr  1848 
f  ITT. BUI  lipping  Branch  speake 
British  Union. 

On  30  January  1888 

ftBRIS.Po*:  motSIngnan  SU  IBB 
political  prisoner:  March  19S7 


BrIUla  shall  be 


ERNIE  REDGRAVE 


tana  evpert.mlllury  thinker  and 
writer:  organised  British  tana 
force*  world  War  l.mo»r  and 
erotovctlve  farllanrntary  Cand 
data  weitartlister  St.  Ceorget 
Brltlth  Union.  Id  February  1K6 
XAMClS-MAMt INS. Nell:  Pioneer 
mender  later  Director-General 
British  Uni  on  incarcerated 

Brlaton  Jail  1840-44  as  i 

political  prisoner  leading  to 
his  early  death  at  43. 


GOOD. Ann:  BU  1  Letder's  sec¬ 
retary  UM.  Early  1978 

6RAHT  of  Shoreditch  British 
Unlon:father  of  family  of 
of  Mosley  supporters. 


GRFEB.John:  Hackney  Br.BU  and 
Cssea  8r. Union  M:  March  1959 
HAHILTQN.Slr  Archibald:  popular 
tu  mevder  at  Sri  try  Blackshirt 
O*oi.  Hirdi  lf39 

HAW.  FT. Frank:  Sheffield:  New 
Party.  BU.188  Political  Pris¬ 
oner  ,UM.  March  26  1985 

MAPS  ELL. Mrs  Florence:  Bethnal 
Green  British  Union  1  Union 
Movement : wartime  collector  18B 
Detainees  Fund. 


WE  RBSRET  to  report  the 
deaths  In  October  last  of 
old  comrades. 

With  his  brothers  John, 
Albert  and  Jim,  EWFIK 
REDGRAVE  was  active  in 
support  of  Mosley  and  Union 
Movement  from  its  birth. He 
will  be  rementoered  for  his 
part  in  the  fight  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  new  Movement  being 
driven  off  the  streets  of 
East  London. 

A  market  trader,  he  will 
also  be  rementered  for  his 
robust  inyroeptu  songs  at 
social  evenings, frequently 
personaly  to  O.M. 

that  many  of  his  comrades 
never  knew  was  his  war  ser- 
with  the  Inns  of  Oairt 
Regt.in  Europe  throughout 
the  Second  Front.  He  was  72. 

GEORGE  EDWARD 
GREENFIELD 


lATFS.Flo:  BU  Womens  County 
Offlcc.westei:  18*  Political 
Pr1son«r:UM.  March  1982 
IIU  W.H:early  British  Union 
under  and  part  founder  of 
Taunton  Branch  whose  two  sons 
also  Joined  Mosley. 


Id  Drum  Corps :popvlar  Maler  of 
•big  dm* .  IF  March  19/B 

COM  Mrs:Brlt1sh  Union  and 
nther  of  Union  Moveeenl 
Walthamstow  Br .leader  Ernest 
Coker:  In  January  1850 

COPtla,Pvter:»u  Team/L .speaker 
Salisbury.  January  1981 


OLMAJI. Percy:  Sou  t  ha  ^  ton 

British  Union  t  Union  Hove- 
ment .following  a  road  accident 


WILHAWOM.Muoh  Rost:  1930s 

contributor  to  'Act  Ion ’Mien 
In  Labour  Party:  Playwright 
and  author  of  *Who  Is  for 
llberty’ta  good  friend  of  the 
Mosley  Movements . 

In  January  197B 
WISEMAN, frank  C:  Worcester  BU: 
aeislc/slnglng  tutor  Worcester 
Cathedral  Graamer  School :eo«- 
poser  of  IU  na  rc»  1  mgjt—aong 
•Use  British  Battlo  Soog*:188 
Political  Prisoner! 

In  northerns  March  17  1883 
WPTH.JUV1  n:Sgt.>a  Canadian  Is 
IfM-It  au  0A  hmrset  hmrt»:loa 

political  pvlsmnev  ISdO.apoakrr 
Hnse*  tranch  pi.  March  I8S3 


Saturday  April  28 1990 


Editor  thanks  readers  for 
Christmas  and  'Get  MeIVcards. 
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irit  Lives... The  Rest  Will  Follow" 


HE 

LLilkiij 

AMERICAN  Is  now  a 

decades,  and  the  America  we  know  will  have 


lish  language  survives.... it  will  be  infused  with  words  we 


never  heard  of... With  it  will  came  a  social  revolution,  al 


from  the 


15  1990 


For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls. . . 


ADDS  WHITE 
AMERICANS 

Dire  echo  for  Britain.  Europe 

IN  JUST  TWO  GENERATIONS,  the  overage  American 
will  not  be  tracing  his  ancestral  line  back  to 
Europe  -  but  to  Asia  and  Latin  America.  The  white 
Americans  will  be  a  minority  in  their  own  land 
claimed  the  Daily  Hall  in  a  major  story  filed  by 
New  York  correspondent  George  Gordon. 

Signs  of  America  disappearing  as  a  dominant 
economic  force  and  world  superpower  have  become  evi¬ 
dent  in  recent  years,  but  the  rest  of  the  world  is 
unaware  of  "an  even  more  serious  vanishing  act  -  that 

of  the  American  people  themselves." _ 

The  *  browning'  of  America,  I  are  at  40  per  cent! 


as  put  by  Gordon,  once  only 
speculation,  is  verified  by 
recent  census.  By  immigrat¬ 
ion  and  birth,  Asians  are 
Increasing  by  22  per  cent, 
Hispanics  from  Latin  America 
21  per  cent,  black  by  12 
per  cent  and  whites  by  less 
than  2  per  cent. 

But  Gordon  is  not  speak¬ 
ing  the  words  of  a  prophet. 
Much  is  happening  new. 

“The  great  American  melt¬ 
ing  pot  is  already  changing 
hue, and  whites  in  cities  as 
diverse  as  Detroit  and  Miami 
are  experiencing  the  oddity 
and  strangeness  of  being 
outmatered  in  their  own 
carnalities." 

In  California,  Wiites  now 
only  account  for  58  per  cert 
of  its  26  million  popu¬ 
lation  and  its  white  pupils 
a  minority  at  sane  31  per 
cent,  and  in  elenentary 
and  secondary  schools  in 
H-w  York  State  non-whites 


Anerica's  new  imni  grants 
are  different  to  those  of 
to  those  of  the  past,  they 
retain  their  own  customs  and 
in  a  runner  of  large  cities, 
newspapers ,  TV  and  radio 
progranmes  are  produced  in 
their  native  tongue, English 
regarded  as  a  second  langu¬ 
age. 

"A  huge  area  of  Detroit 
can  only  be  negotiated  with 
the  aid  of  an  expert  on 
Middle  Bast  languages.  A 
society  of  200,000  eats, 
drinks  and  thrives  as  though 
still  around  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean."  In  San  Jose, 
"the  Vietnam  surname  Nguyen 
outtufcer  the  Joneses  in  the 
telephone  book  by  14  collars 
to  eight." 

Even  Blacks  who  for  two 
decades  have  had  under,  the 
law,  'positive  discrimina¬ 
tion'  at  the  expense  of  the 
whites  in  miny  areas,  are 
discriminated  against  in 


Daily  Mail  Thursday.  April  S 

jobs  because  they  cannot 
speak  the  'native'  language. 

"The  bewildering  speed  of 
the  takeover  of  America 
has  rocked  academic 
institutions"  says  Gordon. 
Whites  are  bitterly  object¬ 
ing  to  special  deals  for 
minority  students  with 
nothing  being  done  for' real 
Americans' . 

Gordon  asks  "Hew  will  the 
whites  react  to  being  pushed 
into  minority  status?  How 
will  the  new  Americans  re¬ 
act  to  supporting  an  ageing 
population  of  whites?" 

And  "Wiat  is  happening  is 
a  disaster"  quoting  politi¬ 
cal  oamaitator  Harman 
ftxJhoretz  who  warns  “Not 
only  because  it  wi  1 1  destroy 
a  precious  social  inherit¬ 
ance,  but  because  it  could 
lead  to  enormous  unrest, 
even  violence." 

The  'browning 'of  America, 
as  put  by  Gordon,  once  only 
speculation,  is  verified  by 
recent  census.  By  immi¬ 
gration  and  birth,  Asians 
are  increasing  by  22  per 
cent,  Hispanics  from  South 
America  21  per  cent,  blacks 
by  12  per  cent  and  whites 
by  less  than  2  per  cent. 

for  Britain  the  message  Is 
clear.  We  are  treading  the 
same  road  and  catching  ip 
fast. 

Bor  Europe.  Time  to  get 
her  house  in  order  —  fast. 
The  'brown*  American  Is  un¬ 
likely  to  have  the  den  ire  to 
shed  his  blood  in  her 
defence. 


@  British  Union® 

ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


1st  Btn  KRRC:  Liverpool 
British  Obion 1 26: kill ad 
in  action  Tunis:  10  May 
1943:  ties  in  Medjez-el- 
Bab  Vter  Cemetery ,  Tunis . 
AYRES, Pta. Francis  ‘ffirEtt' 


6th  Btn  Green  Hoards: 
Limehouse  British  Onion: 
20  :kil  led  in  action  near 
Dunkirk  25  May  1940:  lies 
Oye-Plage  Carmona  1  Cem¬ 
etery,  Prance. 
HKn«ER,Cpl.A.A.JiZnd  Btn 
Black  Watch:  Dorset 
British  Union: killed  In 
action  Burma  5  April 
1944:  Marne  Inscribed  on 
Rangoon  Memorial 
EAST,Lt.Bd  I  lp  i  5th  Btn 
Queen's  Own  Cameron 
Highlanders  :Leytons  tone 
British  Union: 26: killed 
In  action  Tunisia  24 
April  1943:  lies  in 

Medjer-el-Bab  War  Ceme¬ 
tery, TUnls  la. 
rrrcn,sq/ixir.R.L.j.  dpc: 


RWsClapham  == 

Rrlt. union  GC 
26:  killed 
in  flying 
cps  Norfolk 
21  May  1945 
Burled  St. 

Nicholas 
Churchyard 
ICelveden  Hatch, Essex. 

Pll.B.M.  RAP  VP. 


killed  in  flying  acc¬ 
ident  No.  3  Glider  Train- 
School  28 Hay  1943  after 
release  from  18B  pollt- 
cal  Imprisonment. Age  22 
he  was  Leeds  British 
union  where  he  now  lies 
in  a  collective  grave 
at  Harehilla  cemetery. 

IRVINE.Pta.R:  i/5  Btn 
Oueens  Ftoyal  Regt:  21: 
Shoreditch  British  Union 
killed  In  action  near 
Dunkirk  28  May  1940: 
Lies  Strazeele  Comma  1 
Cemetery ,  Pranoe . 

MITPORD.Mal.The  Hon.  Ton  i 


Branch  Brit¬ 
ish  Union: 
brother  of 
Lady  Mae ley: 
killed  in  ac¬ 
tion:  age  16 
Bunra4Aprll  I 
1945.  *  — 

He  Is  burled  at  Taukkyan 
War  Cemetery, Rangoon. 

For  thorn  - 
A  Creator  Saarlfloo 


a  Creator  Glory. 
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i  ^  object  throughout  was  to  unite  as  many  as 
IVipossIble  of  those  who  were  in  favour  of  the 
oonplete  union  of  Europe. . ». Pie  prospect  >B3  open 

for  a  National  Party  of  Europe  to  which  men  of  all 

opinions  oould  adhere,  provided  they  were  agreed 
on  the  one  decisive  point  of  making 
Europe  a  Nation...  f  Oswald  Mosley  :nMy  Life ” 


A  National  Party  of  Europe  for 


Q*THE  EUROPEAN  DEClAftATION'.agreed  at  the  Conference  of  Venice  In 
March  1962  and  noted  In  The  Spectator  excerpt  In  our  last 
Issue  Is  printed  In  response  to  readers  enquiries. 

Originated  by  Oswald  Mosley,  the  Conference  brought  together 
various  European  parties,  who,  with  a  few  aaendnents,  adopted 
his  full  Europe  a  Nation  policy  and  further  decided  to  set  up 
a  Bureau  de  Llason.  the  united  naae  to  be  the  Rational  Party  of 
Europe. 

After  a  series  of  wee tings  to  establish  the  llason,  lack  of 
finance  prevented  the  development  of  a  permanent  organisation, 
and  persecution  and  repression  loosed  on  Its  adherents 
In  aalnland  Europe  led  to  frustration  and  bl ttemess .and  they 
retreated  back  to  nationalism. 

*What  has  been  done  will  one  day  be  done  again,  on  a  broader 
front  and  In  a  greater  way*  said  Hosley.*Ue  proved  It  possible 
to  bring  m  together  from  the  most  diverse  standpoints  and 
with  the  strongest  national  sentiments  In  an  European  policy  as 
complete  and  wholehearted  as  Europe  a  Nation.. .all  Is  possible 
when  time  Is  ripe.* 

There  has  been  nuch  change  In  world  situation  since  Venice 
but  Mosley  was  ever  ahead  of  his  tine  and  his  Ideas  never  sta¬ 
tic.  His  belief  in  'eternal  synthesis'  would  accoaodate  new 
thinking  by  new  minds  necessary  to  achieve  the  overall 
purpose  of  a  united  European  Europe. 

“When  the  time  Is  ripe*:  for  a  National  Party  of  EuropeT 


THE  EUROPEAN  DECLARATION 


"W  -W  ,y  E,  being  Europeans  conscious  of  a  tradition  which  derives  from  classic  Greece  and  Rome,  and  of  a 
/ civilisation  which  during  three  thousand  years  has  given  thought,  beauty,  science  and  leadership  to 
mankind,  and  feeling  for  each  other  the  close  relationship  of  a  great  family  whose  quarrels  in  the 
past  have  proved  the  heroism  of  our  peoples  but  whose  division  in  the  future  would  threaten  the  life  of  our 
continent  with  the  same  destruction  which  extinguished  the  genius  of  Hellas  and  led  to  the  triumph  of  alien 
values,  now  declare  with  pride  our  European  oomraunion  of  blood  and  spirit  in  the  following  urgent  and 
practical  proposals  of  our  new  generation  which  challenge  present  policies  of  division,  delay  and  subservience 
to  the  destructive  materialism  of  external  powers  before  which  the  splendour  of  our  history,  the  power  of  our 
economy,  the  nobility  of  our  traditions  and  the  inspiration  of  our  ideals  must  never  be  surrendered: 


i«m«  IHKMU  T1RTT  Of  EUROPE 


AFTER  VENICE:  Mosley  speaks  at  a  National  Party  of  Europe  meeting  In  Trafalgar  Square.  Hay  13  1962 


(11  That  Europe  a  Nation 
shall  forthwith  be  made  a 
fact.  This  means  that  Europe 
shall  have  a  common  govern¬ 
ment  tor  purposes  of  foreign 
policy,  defence,  economic 
policy, finance  and  scientif¬ 
ic  development.  It  does  not 
mean  Americanisation  by  a 
complete  mixture  of  the 
European  peoples  which  is 
neither  desirable  nor 
possible. 

[2]  That  European  government 
shall  be  elected  by  free  vote 
of  the  whole  people  of  Europe 
every  four  years  at  elections 
which  all  parties  may  enter. 
This  vote  shall  be  expressed 
in  the  election  of  a  parlia¬ 
ment  which  will  have  the 
power  to  select  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  at  any  time  to  dis¬ 
miss  it  by  vote  of  censure 
carried  by  a  two-thirds  maj¬ 
ority.  Subject  to  this  pcwer 
of  dismissal ,  government 
shall  have  full  authority 
to  act  during  its  period  of 
office  in  order  to  meet  the 
fast  moving  events  of  the  new 
age  of  science  and  to  carry 
out  the  will  of  the  people  as 


expessed  by  their  majority 
vote. 

[3]  That  nationa  1  pari  i  aments 
in  each  member  country  of 
Europe  a  Nation  shall  have 
full  power  over  all  social 
and  cultural  problems.subject 
only  to  overriding  power  of 
European  Government  in  fin¬ 
ance  and  its  other  defined 
spheres,  in  particular  the 
duty  of  economic  leadership. 

[4]  That  the  economic  leader¬ 
ship  of  government  shall  be 
exercise  by  means  of  the 
wage-price  mechanism,  first 
to  secure  similar  conditions 
of  fair  competition  in  simi¬ 
lar  industries  by  payment  of 
the  same  wages,  salaries, 
pensions  and  fair  profits  as 
science  increases  the  means 
of  production  for  an  assured 
market,  thus  securing  con¬ 
tinual  equilibrium  between 
production  and  consumption, 
eliminating  slump  and  unem¬ 
ployment  and  progressively 
raising  the  standard  of  life. 
Capital  and  credit  shall  be 
made  available  to  the  under¬ 
developed  regions  of  Europe 
from  the  surplus  at  present 


expatriated  from  our 
continent. 

[5]  That  intervention  by  gov¬ 
ernment  at  the  three  key 
points  of  wages,  prices, 
where  monopoly  conditions 
prevail,  and  the  long  term 
purchase  of  agricultural  and 
other  primary  products  alone 
is  necessary  to  create  the 
third  system  of  a  producer's 
state  in  conditions  of  a  free 
society  which  will  be  super¬ 
ior  both  to  rule  by  finance 
under  American  capitalism  or 
rule  by  bureaucracy  under 
cormunist  tyranny.  It  is  at 
all  times  our  duty  in  the 
solidarity  of  the  European 
comnunity  to  assist  each 
other  to  combat  the  destruct¬ 
ion  of  European  life  and  val¬ 
ues  from  without  and  from 
within  by  the  overt  and  cov¬ 
ert  attack  of  communism. 

{61  That  industries  already 
nationalised  will  be  better 
conducted  by  worker's  owner¬ 
ship  or  syndicalism  than  by 
state  bureaucracy,  but  the 
system  of  wage-price  mechan¬ 
ism  will,  in  full  develop¬ 
ment,  make  irrelevant  the 


question  of  the  ownership  of 
industry  by  reason  of  the 
decisive  economic  leadership 
of  elected  government,  and 
will  bring  such  prosperity 
that  workers  will  have  no 
interest  in  controversies 
which  belong  to  the  19th 
century. 

[71  With  the  creation  of 
Europe  a  Nation  as  a  third 
power  strong  enough  to  main¬ 
tain  peace,  a  primary  object 
of  the  European  government 
will  be  to  secure  the  immed¬ 
iate  withdrawal  of  both 
Russiand  and  American  forces 
from  the  occupied  territories 
and  military  bases  of  Europe. 
Europe  must  be  strongly  armed 
as  America  or  Russia  until 
mutual  disarmament  can 
be  secured  by  the  initiative 
of  a  European  leadership 
which  will  have  no  reason  to 
fear  economic  problems  caused 
by  disarmament  as  has  capit¬ 
alist  America,  nor  to  desire 
the  force  of  arms  for  purposes 
of  imperialistic  aggression 
as  does  communist  Russia. 
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f  JUNGLE JEVER 
1  SPREADS 
THROUGH 
TORY  PARTY 

>yri  RS .  THATCHER  had 
-LwHbest  not  buy  any 
slow-growing  pot  plants 
far  No. 10.  She's  not 
likely  to  see  them  flower. 
The  skids  are  under  the 
Iron  Maiden  and  the  Tory 
ship  has  no  intention  of 
going  down  with  the 
Captain. 

In  the  wings  stands  Michael 
'Tarzan'  Hessletine.he  of  the 
straw  hair  and  piercing  gaze. 
At  a  moments  notice  he's 
ready  to  swing  out  of  the 
wdergrowth  an  some  sturdy 
creeper,  giving  full  voice  to 
a  spot  of  jungle  yodelling 
designed  to  rally  the 
faithful . 

It's  not  going  to  be  easy 
though.  The  labour  Party  has 
finally  got  its  head  together. 


V  2  European 
Declaration 


(8)  The  emergence  of  Europe 
as  a  third  great  power  will 
bring  to  an  end  the  political 
and  military  power  of  O.N.O. , 
because  these  three  great 
pcwers  will  then  be  able  to 
deal  directly  and  effectively 
with  each  other. The  peace  of 
the  world  can  best  be  maint¬ 
ained  by  direct  and  contin¬ 
uous  contact  between  these 
three  great  powers  which  rep¬ 
resent  reality  instead  of 
illusion  and  hypocrisy.  The 
production  of  nuclear  weapons 
will  be  confined  to  these 
three  great  powers  until 
nutual  disarmament  can  be 
secured. 

(9)  That  colonial  ism  shall  be 
brought  to  an  end. A  way  will 
be  found  to  maintain  or  to 
create  in  African  states 
under  government  of  non- 
European  but  African  origin 
amounting  to  about  two- thirds 
of  the  continent,  and  other 
states  under  government  by 
peoples  of  European  and 
Afrikaaner  origin  amounting 
to  about  one-third.  In  non- 
European  territory,  any 
European  who  chose  to  remain 
should  stay  without  vote  or 
political  rights. He  would  be 
in  the  same  position  as  any 
resident  in  another  country, 
subject  to  the  maintenance  of 
basic  human  rights  within 
their  cun  cOTum  ties ,  by 
reciprocal  arrangement  be¬ 
tween  European  and  non- 
European  territories.  con¬ 
versely,  any  non-European 
remaining  in  European 
territory  would  have  neither 


THOUGHTS  THAT  i 
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It  realises  that  policies  that 
were  the  kiss  of  death  to  its 
chances  in  three  general 
elections  aren't  likely  to 
wark  in  a  fourth.  The  party 
has  moved  on  to  claim  the 
'high  moral  ground ' . 

On  TV  an  aged  Tary  Baroness 
waded  into  a  squirming  labour 
worthy  with  Rottweiller-like 
ferocity.  "Was  it  the  high 
moral  ground  when  you  abanl- 
oned  opposition  to  the 
Cannon  Market,  abandoned  uni¬ 
lateral  nuclear  disarmament, 
abandoned  opposition  bo  the 
sale  of  council  houses?  Or 
are  you  just  doing  it  to  win 
votes?  I've  got  more  respect 
for  that  man  over  there  than 
you.*  Here  she  pointed  a  bony 
finger  at  a  blinking  Arthur 

vote  or  political  rights, 
subject  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  sane  basic  human  rights. 
Multi  -  racial  government 
breaks  down  everywhere  in 
face  of  the  non-European  de¬ 
mand  for  one  man  one  vote 
which  they  learnt  from  the 
West,  and  becomes  a  squalid 
swindle  of  loaded  franchises 
to  postpone  the  day  of 
surrender  rather  than  to 
solve  the  problem.  Better  by 
far  is  the  clean  settlement 
of  clear  division.  Europe 
must  everywhere  decide  what 
it  will  hold  and  what  it  will 
relinquish.  The  Europeans  in 
union  will  have  the  power  of 
decision.  Today  they  lack 
only  the  will.  We  will  hold 
vrtvat  is  vital  to  the  life  of 
Europe,  and  we  will  in  all 
circumstances  be  true  to  our 
fel  lew- Europeans /particular¬ 
ly  where  they  are  now  threat¬ 
ened  in  African  territory. 

[101  That  the  space  of  a 
fully  united  Europe  including 
the  lands  liberated  by 
American  and  Russian  with¬ 
drawal/the  British  Dominions 
and  other  European  overseas 
territories, and  approximate¬ 
ly  one-third  of  Africa  is  a 
just  requirement  for  the  full 
life  of  the  Europeans  in  a 
producer  and  consumer  system 
which  shall  be  free  of  usury 
and  capitalism.  Within  the 
wide  region  of  our  nation  the 
genius  of  modern  science 
shall  join  with  the  culture 
of  three  mil  Ionia  to  attain 
ever  higher  forms  of  European 
life  which  shall  continue  to 
be  the  inspiration  of 
mankind. 


Scargill  sitting  opposite. "At 
least  he  says  what  he  means 
and  means  what  he  says." 

Great  stuff  but  soon  for¬ 
gotten  by  a  gullible  democrat¬ 
ic  electorate. How  then  should 
we  judge  Mrs  .Thatcher ?  It  is 
a  common  falling  in  politics 
to  think  that  those  we  dis¬ 
like  are  completely  devoid  of 
talent.  So  we  acknowledge  her 
strength  of  character  and  be¬ 
lief  In  applying  the  enter¬ 
prise  principle  to  sectors  of 
the  economy  where  efficiency 
was  considered  a  yawn.  But  in 
the  process  she  has  succeeded 
in  antagonising  every  section 
of  society  bar  none.  Almost 
everybody  fcho  has  served  in 
her  cabinets;  hane  owners  with 
crippling  mortgage  rates; 
student  by  making  them 
borrow  for  their  education; 
doctors,  the  sick  and  the 
elder  ley  by  dismantling  the 
NHS  and  putting  nothing  in  its 
place;  the  moderate  long- 
suffering  aatxilanoe  men  and 
women;  and  just  about  every¬ 
body  who  will  pay  the  poll 
tax  because  just  about  every¬ 
body  will  pay  much  more.  She 
is  completely  out  of  tine  with 
the  spirit  of  European  unity 
new  sweeping  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Urals. 

The  good  housekeeping  qual¬ 
ities  of  a  grocer's  daughter 
have  much  to  oomnend  them  but 
high  offices  of  state  require 
a  vision  of  nuch  much  more 
besides. 


THE  WILL  TO  | 
ACHIEVEMENT  1 

’■HPISIGN  seems  to  be  In 

■jrshort  supply  in  the 
H .of  C.  these  days,  fcr  any 
presence  there  is  just  a 
vehicle  for  twerdevelopcd  egos 
or  a  sandwich  course  in  their 
business  careers.  Recently, 
several  Government  Ministers 
gave  as  their  reasons  for 
political  withdrawal  "a  wish 
to  spend  acre  time  with  their 
young  fail  1  lew  ".Can  you  imag¬ 
ine  Mosley  standing  down  in 
1939  on  such  a  facile  pretext? 
Yet  no  wWmi  ■  of  his  illust¬ 
rious  household  ever  coo- 
plained  of  being  deprived  of 
his  influence  to  my  knowledge. 

In  Mosley's  great  book  'The 
Alternative'  [1947]  he  des¬ 
cribed  the  three  types  of  men 
and  women  drawn  towards  poli¬ 
tics.  The  'Will  to  Contort 
Type'  is  slnply  in  it 
to  feather  their  nests.  The 
•Will  to  Power  Type'  finds 
satisfaction  in  the  exercise 
of  authority  as  an  end  in  it¬ 
self.  But  the  greatest  Type, 
and  the  one  likely  to  graduate 
to  greatness,  is  the  'Will  to 
Achievement  Type'.  Here  power 
is  valued  only  as  an 
instnment  of  creative 
aooonplishment . 

But  even  this  Will  is  not 
alone  sufficient  to  qualify  as 
one  of  the  new  breed  of  men 
and  w anai  who  would  one  day 
rule  with  scientific  logic  and 
efficiency.  This  was  reserved 
for  the  Thought-Deed  Man  or 
Soldier  -  Poet:  one  capable 
of  deep  ocntenplative  thought 
followed  always  by  swift  ass¬ 
ertive  action  to  turn  ideas 
into  beneficient  reality. 

"More  than  ever  are 
such  men  and  women  needed  In 
this  the  greatest  of  all  ages 
of  decision." 


Comrade 
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OFFER 

Ui  are  Ale  to  offer 
our  mz fcm  a  limited 
nnharof  t uobocka  by 
Ct3Lohi  toaley:  "Too 
Genm  of  Gotuef 


Two  Germans  of  Genius 
by  Oswald  Moiley 


krtWMoUr, 


Both  am  hand-eat 
and  printed  latter- 
set  band  in  blue  Km 
thek  cloth.  Only  12S 
of  Sir  Oaedd’e,  aid 
ISO  of  Ux%  Diana's 
were  printed.  The  tuo 
eamya  Here  first 
pAlished  in  Vhe 
Eurcpgqf  in  the 


fmemm  timing  (far  igjoa  when  Grew  Bnm  wm  bon 
by  tkrp  aoaaJ  ami  patina!  ranmnL  Aftrt  ihr  ww.  ami 
until  lua  death  m  into.  hr  tuppotwd  dir  ideal  of  a 
united  lurupe  lo  chat  end  hr  (winded  a  magmiw- 
railed  TV  Hmepeen,  m  which  ihr  nra  nun  panted 
brrv  turn  appeared.  Tbry  art  about  die  two  Gmnana 


Thu  M  k»  Wm  bamUn  and  pnmnrf  Irwrpe. 
by  W  T  Ktak  m  an  oku  at  uj  uyn  It  •  bound 
mi  blur  Van  Mai  dock  (roan  HoOaad  wmk  •  pnnrd 
bhd  on  the  bwi-wnp-  Thor  arr  «a  pegs  TW  paper 
n  Inwtw  Mia  drdrir  fr. n  adpr  TV  V  n 


The  TypoyTapheuM  llookshop 


to  John  Christian.  101 .Orwell  Court. Pound! »  Road,  loodon. 
Add  for  post  and  packing:  One  bock  XI. IS:  Two  books  XI. SO 
Cheque  to  Friends  of  O.M.  Allow  ?8  days  for  deliver*. 
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"7  too  can  him  the 
hair  of  mm  tract, 
became  ay  lip a  are 
Oenaaam  u ith  truth" 


ItojrCMptetl 


LIKE  the  white  Americans 
featured  in  our  front  page 
story,  we  white  British  are 
beginning  to  feel  out- 
runbered  in  many  of  our 
towns  and  cities. 

By  peoples  of  vastly 
different  cultures, who  for 
that  wry  reason,  find  it 
Impossible  to  integrate. 

This  we  can  understand 
far  we  also  find  it  Imposs¬ 
ible  to  integrate  with  them, 
we  cannot  help  but  notice 
however, that  this  inability 
to  integrate  is  not  obvious 
for  some  of  the  'new 
British',  their  lack  of 
cultural  affinity  not  pre¬ 
venting  the  sharing  of  the 
benefits  of  other  areas  of 
our  national  life,  benefits 
often  hard  won  by  past 
efforts  of  the  indigenous 
British. 


Unlike  America  with  its 
vast  space  and  historicaly 
short  cultural  heritage,  we 
are  a  small  overpopulated 
island, our  roots  going  back 
into  the  mists  of  time. 

And  into  this  simmering 
cauldron  it  is  now  proposed 
to  add  thousands  of  Hong 
Kong  Chinese  to  further 
swamp  the  indigenous 
British,  an  ingredient  that 
is  likely  to  bring  Britain's 
melting  pot  to  boiling 
point  and  explode  into  a 
British  Lebanon. 

If  they  can  feel  and  see, 
the  British  dead  of  two 
world  wars  cannot  but 
wrythe  in  agony  for  what 
has  been  perpetuated  an 
their  kinsfolk  in  the  island 
hone  from  which  they  sprung, 
‘and  far  vboee  dear  sake 
they  bled*. 

For  the  tragedy  they  have 
Implanted  on  their  own 
island  race  in  the  fain 
name  of  honour  and  humanity, 
the  guilty  men,  successive 
waves  of  politicians  of  all 
parties  .unseeing  beyond  the 
tawdry  games  they  play  in 
the  Pari  ianentary  club  they 
misname  democracy, would,  in 
a  bygone  age,  have  been 
Impeached. 


— Cf)e  heritage — 

Our  Fathers  in  a  wondrous  age. 

Ere  yet  the  Earth  was  small. 

Ensured  to  us  a  heritage. 

And  doubted  not  at  all 

That  we,  the  children  of  their  heart. 

Which  then  did  beat  so  high. 

In  later  time  should  play  the  part 
For  our  posterity. 

A  thousand  years  they  steadfast  built. 

To  'vantage  us  and  ours. 

The  walls  that  were  a  world's  despair. 

The  sea-constraining  Towers; 

Yet  in  their  midmost  pride  they  knew. 

And  unto  Kings  made  known. 

Not  all  from  these  their  strength  they  drew. 
Their  faith  from  brass  or  stone. 

Youth's  passion,  manhood's  fierce  intent. 
With  age's  judgement  wise. 

They  spent,  and  counted  not  they  spent. 

At  daily  sacrifice. 

Not  lambs  alone  or  purchashed  cloves 
Or  tithe  of  trader's  gold  - 
Their  lives  most  dear,  their  dearer  loves. 
They  offered  up  of  old. 

Refraining  e'en  from  lawful  things. 

They  bowed  the  neck  to  bear 
The  unadorned  yoke  that  brings 
Stark  toil  and  sternest  care. 

Wherefore  throuqh  them  we  stand. 

From  all  but  s loath  and  pride  secure. 

In  a  delightsome  land. 

Then,  fretful,  murnur  not  they  gave 
So  great  a  charge  to  keep. 

Nor  dream  that  awestruck  Time  shall  save 
Their  labour  while  we  sleep. 

Osar— bought  and  clear,  a  thousand  year, 

CXir  fathers'  title  runs. 

Hake  we  likewise  their  sacrifice. 

Defrauding  not  our  sons. 


OUR  BLACKSHIRT 
DEAD 


HOW  THEY  DIED; The  story 

OF  ANOTHER  OLD  COMRADE 

on  our  Roll  of  Honour 

CAN  NOW  BE  TOLD. 

MAJ.THE  HON. 
TOM  MITFORD 


Major  The  Hon. Tom  Mi tf card, 
only  brother  of  Lady 
Mosley,  joined  the  Terri¬ 
torial  Queen's  Westminsters 
in  1936,  when  he  also 
joined  British  Union. 

A  clever  and  gifted  music¬ 
ian, he  was  a  year  older  than 
lady  Mosley  and  they  "loved 
each  other  dearly.  When  <es 
were  children  he  was  closer 
to  me  than  ray  [five] 
sisters.... and  we  loved  each 
other  dearly.  ."Plhey  always 
spent  Ton's  schooldays  to¬ 
gether  and  had  the  same 
tastes  in  books,  music,  and 
later  politics,  an  affinity 
that  remained  constant  in  the 
nature  years.  (  > 

In  July  1939  when  Mosley 
was  marching  up  the  hall  at 
his  giant  Earl's  Court  meet¬ 
ing  and  demonstration  for 
peace,  Tom  gave  him  the 
British  Union  salute  and  it 
was  reported  in  a  newspaper 
"with  a  comment  implying  that 
an  officer  in  the  army  could 
not  at  the  sane  time  be  a 
follower  of  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley  .Ton's  Colonel  strong¬ 
ly  upheld  him  and  said  he  was 
not  going  to  be  deprived  of 
one  of  his  best  officers;  no 
mare  was  heard  of  this 
nonsense. "  • 

During  a  leave  in  1941  Tan 
visited  Mosley  in  Brixton 
Prison, then  on  to  his  sister 
in  Hoi loway  Goa  1 .  The  same 


evening  he  dined  with 'Cousin 
Winston*  at  Downing  Street. 
(Churchill  was  Lady  Mosley's 
cousin] 

A  noted  cutter  of  red  tape, 
Churchill, “after  his  conver¬ 
sation  with  Ton  during  dinner 
ordered  the  prison  to  find  a 
way"® and  the  Mosleys  were 
reunited  in  a  house  called 
the  Preventive  Detention 
Block  in  Holloway  Goal  after 
eighteen  months  separation . 

In  1944,  Tom  Kitford  was 
back  in  Enqland  at  Staff 
College  after  service  in 
North  Africa,  visiting  his 
sister  most  weekend  at  a 
house  in  Hampshire  where  she 
and  Mosley  were  under  house 
arrest. 

The  imminent  invasion 
of  Germany  vies  imminent  and 
he  decided  that  this  “was 
something  that  he  would  pre¬ 
fer  not  to  take  part  in  , and 
volunteered  for  the  Far  East 
and  in  January  1945  was 
posted  to  Burnt. 

Now  a  Major  serving  with 
the  11th  Btn.K.R.R.C.  (1st. 
Btn. Queen's  Westminsters]  he 
was  attached  on  20th  March 
to  the  1st  Btn.  Devonshire 
Regiment  with  duties  of  2nd 
in  Command. 

The  Battle  of  the  Plains, 
between  the  Chindwin  River 
and  Mandalay  had  been  raging 
since  Dr-center  and  two  armies 
were  converged  an  the  city. 
The  Devons  were  poised  close 
to  the  junction  of  the 
Oiindwin  and  the  Irrawaddy 
and  were  ordered  to  capture 
the  Tamok  Canal  West  Bank 
the  day  after  Major  Kitford's 
arrival,  thich  was  achieved 
in  two  days. 

Cn  Audi  24th, the  battalion 
was  ordered  to  nove  as  quick¬ 
ly  as  possible  into  Myaing-O- 
Magyidan  area.  During  the 
action,  the  C.O.  and  Major 
Mitford  moved  up  to  D  Ooy 
wtio  were  holding  an  enemy 
position  with  considerable 
opposition  in  a  vil  logo  where 
the  Japanese  were  well  ' 
dug  in.  , 

D  Coy  extracted  its  forward 
platoon  and  moved  into  per  i- 
mster  defence  in  an  action 
which  suffered  2  other  ranks 
kiiled,and  8other  ranks  and 
Major  Mitford  wounded.  Be 
paid  the  supreme  sacrifice  a 
week  later. 

•  "4  Life  of  Contraeta"  : 

Diana  Motley 
O  "Unfed  Ones’: Diana  Hoalay 
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MOSLEY 


9.  by  SID  BAILEY 


The  many  thousands  of 
people  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  hear  Oswald 
Mosley  speak  at  a  great 


British  Onion  or  Onion 
Movement  rally  must  feel 
proud  to  say:  "I  was 
There",  because  they  had 
the  privilege  of  hearing 
the  greatest  orator  of 
the  twentieth  century.. 


The  nan  who  had  consist¬ 
ently  attracted  more  people 
than  any  other  politician, 
and  who  was  just  as  con¬ 
sistently  attacked  by  all 
the  Old  Gang  politicians, 
the  Press  and  the  BBC  who, 
as  it  is  now  known,  delib¬ 
erately  kept  him  off  the 
air  for  more  than  thirty 
years. 

Why? 

Because  they  feared  the 


man  who  disturbed  their 
slumbers  and  wanted  to  get 
things  done,  had  the  ideas 
to  do  them,  and  the  will 
and  energy  to  do  them. 
Ideas  that  both  before  and 
after  the  last  war  have 
never  been  proved  wrong. 

And  because  his  very  ex¬ 
istence  and  independent 
voioe  outside  establishment 
politics  highlighted  the 
corruption  of  the  party 
political  .  game  played  ad 
nauseam  as  the  British 
people  in  many  «.  areas 
suffered  and  ^starved, their 
basic  wealth  destroyed  in 
a  senseless  and  unnecessary 
war,and  their  heritage  and 
identity  handed  over  to  the 
market  place  of  alien 
cultures. 

Mosley  was  never  a 
vindictive  man  towards  his 
political  opponents .  He 
never  condemned  them  as 
men,  only,  Tory  and  labour 
alike,  that  their  beliefs 
were  wrong. 

Nor  was  he  the  egoist  in 
pursuit  of  power  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  his  supporters  as 
the  media  would  have  you 
believe. 

He  always  stayed  behind 
after  his  meetings  to  thank 
the  stewards  for  making  it 
possible  for  him  to  speak 
by  their  maintenance  of 
good  order,  often  in  spite 
of  concerted  efforts  by  Red 
mobs  to  prevent  him. 

This  was  no  ginroickry.He 
always  had  a  great  feeling 
far  his  comrades,  from  the 
oc-anrvkrmn  of  the  First  Hr  Id 
Hr  vhoae  hjttrr  hanltdfs  he 
dsced,  to  the  thouaxite  who  had 
supported  him  during  his 
stormy  political  life. 


'O.M.'was  unique  in  that 
he  never  forgot  a  name  or 
face. Even  after  many  years, 
old  supporters  who  had  be¬ 
ll  ved  they  had  not  been 
noticed  during  their  time 
of  activity, were  remember¬ 
ed  by  name  when  'the  Old 
Man', with  a  smile  and  firm 
grip  of  hand,  found  them 
'lurking'  among  contempory 
active  supporters  at  meet- 
s  and  reunions, 
t  is  with  great  personal 
emotion  that  I  recall  an 
incident  that  happened  in 
1963. 

My  father,  an  old  East 
London  Blackshirt,  had  a 
bad  heart  attack  and  was 
committed  to  hospital.  I 
was  vorking  night-shift  at 
the  time  so  could  only 
visit  him  during  the  day. 

Imagine  my  surprise  and 
joy  one  day  to  find  O.M. 
sitting  by  his  bed, both  of 
them  chatting  heartily  and 
cheerfully  about  old  times 
in  the  Movement-  Mosley 
wished  him  a  speedy  recov¬ 
ery  which  did  occur.  I  am 
sure  the  leader '  s  visit 
kept  ay  father  going  for  a 
few  more  years. 

This  was  the  Mosley  who 
loved  his  comrades, through 
thick  and  thin.  A  great 
leader  who  never  lost  the 
oonncn  touch.  Who  would 
not  ask  of  his  followers 
the  execution  of  a  task  he 
was  not.  prepared  to  do 
himself. 

Above  all  his  brilliance 
and  his  courage:  a  true 
comrade . 

And  we  who  accepted  his 
leadership  and  shared  that 
warm  comradeship  for  the 
larger  part  of  our  lives. 


Birthday  Dinner 


IN  HONOUR  of  lady 
=  Mosley's  Eightieth 

g  Birthday  in  June, 

=  a  Dinner  has  been 

§  arranged  in  Centra  1 

g  London  on  Saturday 

=  June  9th. 

Tickets  at  Ell  nay  be 
{=  reserved  from  the 

=  organisers.  Sanctuary 

j=  Press  Ltd. 

Further  enquiries  to: 

Jeffrey  Harnn 
Sanctuary  Press  Ltd 
Nash  House 
Fishponds  Road 
London  SW17 

^iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiinniiiiniiin^ 

look  back  with  pride  for 
we  also  knew  that  we 
marched  with  a  great 
statesman  whose  predictions 
are  becoming  an  every-day 
reality. 

There  must  be  many  old 
comrades  who  have  personal 
tales  to  tell  of  O.M.  bet 
us  have  them  printed  in 
“Comrade”.  They  will  not 
only  stir  old  comrades  em¬ 
otions,  but  also  inspire 
the  younger  generation 
with  a  purpose  rising  from 
the  greatness  of  our 
beloved  leader,  and  from 
that  unique  spirit  of  those 
And  take  up  the  message 
that  Mosley  will  never 
die. 


The  | 
Baileys 
of 

Bow  1 


BORN  AIMOST  UNDER  the  'Great  Bell  of  Bow'  of  Cockney  lore,  our  contributor 
Sid  Bailey  first  supported  Mosley  as  a  schoolboy  as  seen  here  [above]  with 
British  Union  Bethnal  Green  Branch's  Special  Section  for  juniors  after  an  in¬ 
spection  by  Mosley  in  1937.  After  wartime  RAF  service  he  joined  Union  Movement 
at  its  birth,  becoming  one  of  its  most  active  workers.  Seen  here  [left]  on 
duty  at  a  Mosley  Trafalgar  Square  meeting  in  1963, he  became  a  local  'landmark* 
at  London's  ' teltyooat  lane'  market  far  his  lone  pitch  selling  the  Movement's 
for  some  20  years. 

Father  Jack  Bailey,  an  active  labour  Party  worked,  was  one  of  the  earliest 
East  Londoners  to  join  Mosley  in  1934.  He  is  pictured  here  (left]  receiving  the 
Laser's  Award  Badge  far  service  from  O.  M.  at  the  19S4  Onion  Movement  Conference. 

Brother  Fred,  also  a  schoolboy  supporter  of  Mosley  and  British  Union  .was  the 
organiser  of  the  first  Union  Movement  Bow  Brandi, and  later  London  Organiser.  He 
is  seen,  [right]  leading  a  tJM  march  into  Trafalgar  square  in  1961. 

Fred  and  Sid  Bailey  were  chosen  by  Mosley  for  the  snail  Mosley  Directorate 
to  run  Union  Movement  after  his  retirement  from  active  politics  in  1966.  They 
are  both  members  of  the  Friends  of  O.M.  Council . 
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OLD  COMRADES 


DAMNANOA  HAERESIS 


Sana;  lines  I  wrote  at  the  age 
of  18  -  a  long  time  ago! _ 

0  damned  Democracy 

That  clutters  up 

Him  channel*  of  our  country'* 

One*  lively  flood; 

ind  hide*. 

The  etifled  epirit  of 
A  nation' *  faith. 

Oh I  but  on*  day... 

The  *hameful  gamble  of  the 
croupier* 

I*  interrupted  by  the  rieen 
flood. 

The  roaring 
And  the  clamour  of 
our  people. 

Surging  forward  to  a  proud 
And  honourable  deetiny; 

The  than  and  crumbling 

eyetem 

Crack*  apart; 

The  rotten,  tainted  politic* 

Of  ye*terday 
All  emothered 
By  the  patriot  '*  banner. 
Blotting  out  the  evidence 
Of  Imperial  betrayal. 

P.J.  Wessex 

•  Our  Cast  London  bom  clerical 
contributor  wrote  these  lines  in 
1934,  within  sight  of  British 
union's  proudly  flying  banners, 
and  to  the  challenging  beat  of 
their  dniac. 

And  now,  nearly  sixty  years 
an, our  fanner  P.O.W.  and  army 
chaplain  rethinks  still  retains 
sore  of  the  Idealism  of  his 
youth.  [Ed. ) 

THE  REAL  CULTURE 

OCHRACE  recently  quoted  Kipling, 
and  a  Roy  Canpbell  quote  heads 
the  OQBHA  column.  I  have  always 
loved  them  both.  They  speak  my 
language.  Canpbell  -  Kipling  - 
Byron,  ALL  our  Kinsmen. 

My  favourite  Roy  Canpbell 
quote,  from  his  'Flowering 
Rifle': 

" Uhoee  smarmy  ruee  in  fear  of 
coming  e laughter, 

I*  —  mixing  vodka  uith  the 

holy  voter  - • 

It  is  most  important  to  fXASH 
the  myths  -  it  is  HE  that  bear 
within  us  the  real  Culture.  WE 
are  the  heirs  of  the  Elizabeth- 
Ians,  the  Poets,  the  Warriors  - 
•C,  not  the  parasite  scum  In  the 
Illiterate  "Parliament”  and 
"Oon-Servatlve*  Bartylll  ("The 
Bartyll") 

8— and  indue  i 


FRIENDS]  British  Union 
OF  ^  037 


3nl  MAY-DAY 


THATCHER  OUT  7 


Signs  are  pointing  strongly  to 
a  tunultuous  start  to  the  1990s 
In  Britain.  The  covertly  con¬ 
trolled  press,  radio  and  visual 
media,  are  gradually  but  Inex¬ 
orably  moving  publ  lc-oplnicn 
away  from  Ttxry  Govemsent 
responsibility  towards  an  anti¬ 
pathy  bo  what  is  called 
'Thatcherism',  as  the  Inter¬ 
national  Finance  dictators 
sysUsnaticaly  and  subtley  dcml- 
rute  the  British.  Only  nominal 
efforts  will  be  made,  although 
highly  publicised, to  ameliorate 
the  discontent. 

In  fact  subtle  stirring  will 
continue,  underlining  the  fault 
as  being:  IOT  Par  1  iamentary 
(least  at  all  the  Financial 
System)  or  Parties,  but  that  at 
the  so  -  called  'Iron  Lady* 
herself. 

nothing  new  in  this  tactict. 
However  .wtvori  viewed  against  the 
International  political  man¬ 
oeuvres  insofar  as  wn  are 
Allowd  to  percleve,  to  discard 
Margaret  Thatcher  scene  the 
likely  ploy. 

Robert  Richard  ftarthmtoerland 
4  This  letter  was  received  at 
the  turn  of  the  year  but  mis¬ 
laid.  We  find  It  appropriate  to 
publish  it  now  as  a  oonpllrent 
to  our  contributor's  foresight. 

'M.J 


To  anonymous  York  donater 
of  £25.  Ed. 


LOOKING  BACK 


FOREVER  MOSLET 

v*ien  I  read  the  article  by  Bill 
Cods  in  “Oareade  last  year,  it 
reflected  in  sore  way  my  feel¬ 
ings  the  day  that  Mosley  died. 

1  was  so  sad  and  had  no  one  tc 
talk  to.  So  1  penned  my  thoughts. 
Though  not  wonderful  verse, they 
are  straight  from  the  heart. 

The  day  ue  heard  that  Moeley 
died, a  part  of  ue  died  too. 
Vhat  a  vender ful  Leader  thin 
land  might  have  had. 

If  the  many  had  followed  the 
feu. 

Be  could  have  had  an  eaey 
life,  instead  he  ahoee  to 
fight: 

Tor  the  good  of  dear  old 
England, 

Its  people  to  unite. 

But  time  van  running  out;  the 
uar  came  to  intervene. 

If  that  had  never  happened, 
who  knaue  uhat  might  have 
been. 

Maybe  other*  yet  unknoun  mill 
end  the  struggle  started 
long  ago. 

And  reap  the  harvest  from  the 
|  seeds  ue  oet  to  grou. 

A*  ue  give  a  last  salute,  and 
say  a  sad  farewell, 

I  Ue  *ay  * Cod  Bleae  you  Motley", 
in  our  heart*  you  will  ever 
dwell" 

Glad  ttelsh  Clacton 


BIRTHDAY  GSSETDGS  to  old  cxxnraie  DICKIE  BtHWOQD  of 
his  84th  on  Hay  12th. 

And  a  tine  to  look  back  at  the  old  bottler's  dedi¬ 
cation  to  the  defence  of  Mosley's  freedom  to  speak 
in  our  Miqlish  streets, against  those  using  violence 
to  silenoe  his  voice. 

Our  photo  shows  the  then  56  yr  old  Dickie,  fending 
off  an  assault  on  Mosley  as  he  arrived  to  speak  at  a 
Ridley  toad,  Ralston  meeting  in  July  1962.  Also 
fighting  off  the  attack  another  old  stalwart,  Paddy 
Duhiq,  (left)  ,renenhered  in  our  current  In  Manorium 
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ER  OF  FRIENDS  OF  O.NI 


"The  Spirit  Lives... The  Rest  Will  Follow* 


EE2 CALAIS.  DUNKIRK,  BATTLE  OF  BRITAIN. .  .and  the  BRITISH  POLITICAL  PRISONER 


WIMWWfiil'^MPWHB'iPRWilWW 


:  in  the  Qneat  Kir,  sane  even  In  the  Boer  war,  their  scars  bearinq  testament  to  their  1 


and  country..  .Sane  of  those  detained  were  disabled  before  their  ordeal .. .Some  received 


release  through  death..... 


Echoes  of  a  People’s  courage— 
Witness  to  a  Nation’s  shame 


WHEN  BRITISH 


FREEDOM  DIED 


iHir 


D.J.lewisrlllusions  of  Grandeur:  1987 


@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


w*  ourselves 


|By  JOHN  CHRISTIAN! 


A  YEAR  OF  Remenhrance  and  OfnptnnaLirxi.  The  50th 
Anniversary  of  the  heroic  defence  of  Calais  by 
i  the  30th  Brigade,  of  the  'miracle'  of  Dunkirk, 
of  the  Battle  of  Britain  -  and  the  birth  of  the 
British  Political  Prisoner,  sired  by  Government 
succession  af  age  old  liberties  bom  out  of  Magna 
Carta,  and  the  freedom  for  tfiicb  It  was  said  we  had 
gone  to  war,  in  Britain  died. 

"Fight  and  die"  was  thoughts  of  Corporal  Gordon 
Churchill’s  message  to  the  Bowler  of  the  doomed  berri- 


men  of  Calais, and  the  four 
doomed  battalions  duti¬ 
fully  fulfilled  the  order 
from  that  great  architect 
of  disaster  and  master  of 
English  prose. 

Described  by  him  later  as 
"one  of  the  finest  rear¬ 
guard  actions  of  the  war", 
their  sacrifice  helped  to 
make  possible  the  rescue  of 
over  300,000  of  Britian's 
army,  an  epic  successfully 
concluded  by  the  tradition¬ 
al  skills  and  determin¬ 
ation  of  the  Royal  Navy,  the 
courageous  civilian  volun¬ 
teers  in  their  little 
ships,  and  the  doggedness 
and  individual  heroism,  so 
inborn  in  our  island  race, 
of  officers  amd  men  of  the 
British  Army  during  its 
agony  an  and  around  the 
Dunkirk  beaches. 

Back  in  France  that  late 
May,  one  ponders  on  the 


torial  1st  Battalion  Queens 
Victoria  Rifles  as  he 
trudged  to  a  German  PCW 
canp.  Did  he  dwell  on  his 
earlier  fight  to  prevent 
the  war  with  his  Blackshirt 
comrades,  many  of  whom,  re¬ 
cruited  in  East  London,  new 
lay  dead  in  blood-spattered 
Calais,  wastage  in  Church¬ 
ills  'finest  rearguard  act¬ 
ion  of  the  war 1 . 

Their  sacrifice  no  doubt 
saved  the  lives  of  many 
British  lads.  But  not  of 


either  the  leaders  of 


the  BO  or  the 


tion  itself  had 
thing  to  do  with  Fifth 
Op  1  inn  activities, ... f 
[Report  to  War  Cabinet 
22  May  1940]  • 

Nevertheless  -  <An 

Ckxler  in  Council  amend¬ 
ing  DR18B  was  node  the 
same  day,  and  orders 
far  the  detention  of 
Mosley  and  33  other  BO 
leaders  were  signed 
imadiately’ .  % 

They  were  arrested 
the  next  day. 

^  Irlttrt  lutein— o  1«  tw 
Second  World  mr-.Secvrltr 
Cn— tef-IntelHowce.  hr  Prof. 
rjMHmler  «od  C-A.G.SIWlm: 
OfflcUl  h1itory:lf«>  April  1990 


( '  I  ’HIS  90RDID  CHATTEH  at 
1  clunsy  state  ooerdon, 
at  Mistakes,  stsoanageamt, 
and  Mendacity,  of  casual 
careless  injustices  r  i  ■■■ 
ittnd  against  the  Innocent 
and  thm  ccnoealed  beneath 


To  those  753  innocent  men  and  kohi  of 
British  Union, who  50  years  ago  this  Burner 
were  detained  without  charge  or  trial  in 
prisons  and  concentration  cargo  by  a  foul 
gaverrmmt  act  of  political  knavery  -  the 
few  that  are  left,  and  the  ornery  and 
spirits  of  the  many  that  have  gone  -  in 
eternal  cutatohlp  and  inion  with  the 
living  spirit  of  Mas  ley,  this  issue  of 
■Comrade"  Is  dedicated. 


EMERGES- 


a  velvet  curtain  at  secrecy 
and  crude  Mortise  patriot¬ 
ic,  provides  scope  far  a 
hook  In  its  own  right  -  a 
book  Wild)  would  expuae  the 
■yrlad  of  person)  1  tragedies 
Wild)  lay  bdilnd  bureau¬ 
cratic  grooi  and  in- 
dlfferexe. 

"False  InfmHflm  or  a 
Mistaken  identity  was 
oxjugh  to  cause  son?  vic¬ 
tim)  to  languish  In  prison 
for  an  indeterminate  period, 
charged  with  no  offence, 
with  access  to  no  judicial 
review  ctf  their  cass...it 
best  tne  boss  iqriajrauit 
wts  arihrini  stored  with  an 
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THE  ‘FIFTH  COLUMN’  THAT  NEVER  WAS 


eJ 


m 


by  R.V.  JONES 


AS  FAR  as  I  could  see  at 
the  tine, and  still  more 
,ln  retrospect,  tte  fifth 
oolunn  in  Britain  was  corp- 
letely  imaginary.  But  great 
zeal  was  expended  by  secur¬ 
ity  officers  in  chasing  re¬ 
ports  of  fireworks  being  let 
off  while  Germain  aircraft 
were  overhead.  Our  country- 
side  was  scanned  by  aircraft 
of  the  RAP  looking  for 
suspicious  patterns  laid  out 
an  the  ground  which  might 
serve  as  lancfcnarks  to  aid 
navigation  of  German  beep¬ 
ers.  Hare  than  one  farmer 
was  surprised  by  a  call  from 
security  officers  to  explain 
why  he  had  mown  his  hay  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  leave  a 
striking  pattern  vpich  could 
he  seen  from  the  air.  One 
chapel,  whose  gardener  had 
unconsciously  laid  out  paths 
in  the  pattern  of  an  enorm¬ 
ous  arrow  as  seen  from  the 
air,  and  which  did  indeed 


teproduaed  from  "H3ST  SECRET  WAR*  by 
permission  of  the  Author 
[Mitus  Professor  of  Natural  History  at  the  University 
_ of  Aberdeen 

Professor  Jones  has  been  Director  of  Air  Force 
Intelligence,  of  Scientific  Intelligence  In  ministry  of 
Defence.  and  advisor  on  Intelligence  to  Britain's 
Intelligence  agencies. 

Daring  the  oar  he  was  responsible  for  the  anticipation 
of  new  weapons  developed  by  Germny.  and  heavily  Involved 
In  radio  navigation  and  radar,  as  in  the  Battle  of  the 
Beans,  the  Allied  Bwfcer  Offensive,  and  preparations  for 
the  D-Day  landings. Hr  was  also  In  charge  of  Intelligence 
agilnst  the  fl  flying  boat,  and  17  rocket.  _ 


'Sir, I  have  the  honour  to 
report  the  following  suspi- 
ous  incident  in  the  vicinity 
of  my  station  in  the  recent 
past...'  The  station  con¬ 
cerned  was  near  The  Wash, and 
the  Commander  claimed  to  be 
the  oldest  grotp  captain  in 
the  Air  Porce-  Certainly,  he 
was  one  of  the  most  energet¬ 
ic, and  he  had  insisted  an 
coming  back  from  retirement, 
well  over  sixty, to  'do  his 
bit*  once  again.  He  had  org¬ 
anised  his  own  dummy  aero¬ 
drome,  complete--  with  fire¬ 
works,  which  he  manipulated 
himself  when  German  aircraft 
were  overhead.  From  watching 
these  aircraft  he  concluded 
that  there  was  a  fifth 
coluon  radio  transmitter  near 
his  station  .because  aircraft 
always  approached  from  the 
same  direction  and  then 


troubled  by  jamming,  and  the 
C.O.  had  formed  the  iitpress- 
ion  that  the  Jamming  was  or¬ 
iginating  locally.  There  was 
a  snail  town  a  few  miles 
away, and  he  had  made  private 
enquiries  with  the  police 
for  any  suspected  character 
who  might  be  capable  of  Bak¬ 
ing  a  jammer. The  police  said 
that  they  only  knew  of  one 
man  in  the  town  with  the 
necessary  conpetenoe,  and  he 
was  the  local  electrical 
engineer.  It  was  here  that 
things  became  interesting, 
because  on  looking  into  his 
background  the  police  found 
that  he  was  a  Blackshirt, and 
had  actually  appeared  an  the 
same  platform  as  Oswald 
Mosley. 

Map  had  suspicious 
■arkings 


visited  that  evening  by  the 
stationer's  younger  son, aged 
21  or  22,  who  was  obviously 
agitated  and  who  claimed  the 
map  as  his  own.  He  was  the 
local  scoutmaster,  and  said 
that  he  nust  have  lost  it 
while  explaining  map- 
reading  to  his  scouts. He  was 
not  asked  to  account  for  the 
markings,  but  was  not  given 
back  his  map,  because  the 
police  inmediately  realized 
a  remarkable  fact:  the 
stationer’  e  elder  eon  was 
the  Blaakehirt  electrical 
engineer. 

1  left  for  Hendon  after 
reading  this, and  flew  to  the 
aerodrome  in  time  for  lunch 
with  the  Group  Captain. After 
lunch,  1  went  with  the  stat¬ 
ion  security  officer  to  visit 
the  radar  C.O.,  and  held  a 
conference  at  whlx*  there 
were, in  addition,  the  Chief 
Constable, the  C.O.,  of  the 
local  coast  defence  troops, 
and  the  two  policemen  spec¬ 
ially  brought  over  from  the 
depot  at  Oxbridge.  We  went 
over  the  evidence:  it  was 
good, but  not  conclusive.  The 
weak  point,  1  felt,  was  that 
the  scoutmaster  had  unnec¬ 
essarily  put  his  head  into 
the  jaws  of  the  police,  but 
it  might  conceivably  be  a 
double  bluff.  Anyway,  every¬ 
one  else  was  convinced, and 
the  decision  whether  to  raid 
the  electrical  engineer's  and 


point  roughly  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  an  ammunition  dump 
ten  miles  away,  was  raided 
as  a  suspected  Fifth  Oolunn 
Headquarters. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  301* 
June,  I  was  telephoned  by 
Group  Captain  Blackford, who 
bold  me  that  he  had  just  re¬ 
turned  from  investigating 
another  case, this  time  in 
Norfolk, and  there  was  so  much 
bo  it  that  he  vies  sure  that 
it  was  'up  my  street'.  He 
was  sufficiently  convinced  to 
have  some  RAF  policemen  sent 
up  to  the  area  and  to  have 
persuaded  the  Chief  Const¬ 
able  of  Norfolk  to  issue 
search  and  arrest  warrants. 
He  wanted  me  to  fly  there  the 
next  morning  to  look  over 
the  evidence  and  sanction  the 
search  and  arrest  parties.lt 


turned  when  almost  iniuBdiate- 
ly  overhead  to  go  on  a  new 
course  to  their  tragets  in¬ 
land.  Also,  he  thought  that  he 
had  some  fifth  oolunn  rivals 
in  letting  off  fireworks. 
These  factors, fireworks  and 
aircraft  changing  course 
overhead, were  cannon  to  in¬ 
numerable  stories  all  over 
England  at  that  time, and  the 
Air  Staff  had  come  to 
take  little  notice  of  them. 
Nothing  therefore  was  done 
until  another  letter  arr¬ 
ived  from  the  Group  Captain, 
again  starting  'I  have  the 
honour... 'but  it  vraa  quite 
clear  that  by  then  he  con¬ 
sidered  It  anything  but  an 
honour  to  deal  with  the 
seemingly  lethargic  Air 

Staff. _ 

’Police  found  that  he 


Op  to  this  point, there  was 
little  concrete  evidence  to 
go  on,  but  within  the  past 
few  days  someone  had  brought 
into  the  police  station  a 
six-inch  local  map  which  had 
been  found  under  a  seat  be¬ 
side  a  public  footpath.  This 
sap  had  pencil  lines  on  it 
which  were  suspicious  as  one 
could  hope  for.  They  were 
line  bearings  from  local 
points  of  vantage  on  to  four 
crosses  which  represented 
the  towers  of  the  radar 
station.  Now  it  was  at  that 
time  an  offence  to  make  a 
sketch  or  map  of  any  Service 
installation, let  alone  any¬ 
thing  so  secret  as  a  radar 
station,  and  yet  it  vas  ob¬ 
vious  that  someone  had  delib¬ 
erately  trlangled  on  to  the 
towers  far  the  purpose  of 


stationer's  houses  rested 
with  me.  I  looked  at  their 
expectant  faces. If  I  decided 
against, and  went  back  to  the 
Air  Ministry,  rumours  would 
still  go  an  and  the  Air 
Ministry  would  be  blamed  for 
inaction.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  raid  would  decide  the  thing 
one  way  or  the  other ,  and  the 
policemen's  eyes  lit  up  when 
I  gave  my  verdict  in  favour. 

House  surrounded  to 
give  covering  fire 

We  got  out  our  large-scale 
maps  of  the  town  and  planned 
our  raid.  The  twa  houses, 
about  half  a  mile  apart, were 
to  be  surrounded  simultane¬ 
ously, to  prevent  one  being 
alerted  by  the  other.  The 
electrical  engineer  had  a 
wife  and  we  therefore  took 


was  an  unusual  job  for  a 
scientist,  but  It  premised 
excitement. 

I  went  into  the  Air  Min¬ 
istry  first  In-  the  morning 
morning  to  look  at  the  ev¬ 
idence.  It  was  indeed  much 
Btronger  than  any  other  fifth 
column  case  I  had  seen.  The 
file  started,  as  did  many 
others  about  that  time,  with 
a  letter  from  an  RAF  Station 
Commander  along  the  lines: 


was  a  Blackshirt  * 

The  Group  Captain's  sec¬ 
ond  letter  described  events 
that  were  quite  remarkable 
and  it  was  this  letter'  that 
had  led  to  the  hurried  visit 
from  Blackford  and  thus  to 
my  own  Impending  trip. Brief¬ 
ly, there  was  a  radar  station 
a  few  miles  from  the  aero¬ 
drome;  this  station,  one  of 
our  main  chain,  was  being 


locating  them  accurately. 

The  police  recognised  the 
map  as  being  one  sold  by  the 
Ordnance  Survey  through  the 
local  stationer,  and  they 
therefore  visited  him  to  see 
whether  he  had  sold  any  suen 
maps  recently.  He  identified 
the  nop  as  one  that  he  nust 
have  sold,  but  that  none  had 
been  sold  recently.  The 
police  were  disappointed  at 
drawing  blank  ;but  they  were 


the  'Queen  W.A.A.F. '  of  the 
station  to  look  after  her. 
Search  warrants  were  produced 
and  after  a  op  of  tea  ws  set 
off;  I  was  with  the  party 
going  to  the  electrical  eng- 

engineer's - he  was  thougnt 

to  be  more  likely  to  have  any 
apparatus, and  the  other  party 
was  merely  to  hold  everything 
static  until  we  had  finished 
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y ■  NTO  mis  INIQUITOUS  DPI  of  despair,  degradation,  dipravity,  and  death,  came  selected  members  of 
*1  British  Onion,  hauled  In  from  prisons  vftere  they  had  been  incarcerated  without  charges  preferred 
*  against  them.  Free  bom  Britans  who  had  not  broken  any  laws,  to  be  used,  as  it  Is  now  clear,  as 
bodies  to  be  broken  in  the  experiments  of  techniques  of  phsyoological  torture  by  H15.1 


THE  HELL  OF 
HAM  COMMON 

|3y  jchn  Christian! 


By  parachutes  and  anil  boats,  by  air  and  sea  from 
neutral  countries  they  cane,  the  Genans,  Oibchnen 
and  Danes,  the  Norwegian  and  Swedes,  the  Belgians, 
the  Boles  and  others  who  for  one  reason  at  another 
had  chosen  bo  risk  their  11  ws  spying  far  the  German 
Abuehr  in  wartlne  Britain.  Most  of  then  were  caught, 
fifteen  of  then  heing  executed  at  Wandsworth,  Benton- 
ville  and  the  Tower  of  Imdan.  Nearly  fifty  others 
saved  their  lives  by  'confessions'  during  'formidable 
interrogation'  at  Canp  020,  MIS's  SO-room  Victorian 
nansion  latcfanere  House,  standing  in  woocVod  grounds 
by  the  sleepy  Surrey  village  of  Ham  Oomnon. 


Not  all  saved  their  lives 
by  confession.  They  were 
effectively  double-crossed 
by  the  'Hanging  Canmittee' 
set  up  by  the  MIS  interro¬ 
gators. They  chose  who  should 
live  and  who  should  die 
after  considering  their  use 
as  double  agents, or  as  pub¬ 
licised  prosecutions  for 
propaganda  purposes. 

The  existence  of  Canp  020 
was  so  top-secret  that  it 
was  not  declared  on  the  list 
of  carps  supplied  to  the 
International  Red  Cross  and 
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with  the  engineer,  and  able 
to  rejoin  them.  We  took  up 
positions  around  the  house 
to  give  covering  fire  if 
necessary  to  the  Chief  Con¬ 
stable  and  Army  Commander  as 
they  rushed  up  the  garden 
path  to  give  a  thunderous 
knock  an  the  door. 

'One  of  the  worst 
things  I  ever 
_ had  to  do* _ 

The  door  was  opened  by  a 
patently  astonished  young  man 
who  turned  out  to  be  the 
Blackshirt  engineer, his  wife 
clinging  to  his  shoulders. 
She  was  gently  taken  into 
one  room  by  the  KAAF,  while 
we  started  our  search. 

It  stands  out  in  my  memory 
as  one  of  the  worst  things 
I  have  ever  had  to  do.  It  is 
not  a  nice  thing  to  ransack 
someone  else's  house,  and 
rudely  search  through  all  the 
minutiae  and  debris  of  dom¬ 
estic  life;  it  turns  out  to 
be  sp  pathetical  ly  ilke  one's 
own.  It  would  have  been  worse 


Protecting  Power  for  neutral 
inspections, and  although  it 
was  run  as  a  military  estab¬ 
lishment  it  was  not  under 
War  Office  Control. 

Supremo  was  the  Canp’s 
Ocmrandant,  the  manacled 
half-German  Colonel  R.W.G. 
'Un-eye'  Stephens  who  was 
notorious  for  arrogance  and 
vile  tenper.  After  the  war 
he  was  charged,  but  found 
not  guilty  of  brutal  treat¬ 
ment  to  detainess  at  an 
Interrogation  Centre  in 
Germany,  his  accuser  being 


still  if  there  had  been  any 
children  and  we  had  to  go 
through  their  toys. 

None  of  these  thoughts, 
however, seemed  to  affect  the 
RAF  policemen, who  went  about 
their  search  as  enthusiast¬ 
ically  as  dogs  after  winged 
pheasant  hiding  under  a  gorse 
clump. We  inspected  the  wire¬ 
less  set:  nothing  unusual, 
•look  at  this  .doctor,  *  said 
one  of  the  policemen,  ’pages 
of  secret  calculations  1 1  1 
looked; it  was  an  old  lecture 
notebook  coup  lied  by  the 
engineer  when  he  was  a  stud¬ 
ent,  and  nothing  more.  The 
policeman  went  away  as  dis¬ 
appointed  as  a  dog  would  be 
when  his  master  reproved  him 
far  retrieving  a  tame  hen. 
Soon  he  brought  back  some¬ 
thing  else,  but  again  it  was 
nothing  of  inpartanoe.  This 
was  repeated  many  times.  1 
could  hear  the  policemen 
runtnaging  about  upstairs. 
Then  one  of  them  came  rush¬ 
ing  down, saying' Here  it  is  I ' 
He  had  found  it  hidden  away 
at  the  bottom  of  a  drawer  of 
clothes,  and  it  was  a  small¬ 


Camp  020,  ihe  top-secret  MI  5  detenuon  centre  at  Ham  Common 


his  deputy  who  had  also 
served  with  him  in  Latchmere 
House.  Most  of  the  charges 
were  withdrawn  at  the 
beginning  of  the  proceedings 
which  were  held  in  camera. 

And  into  this  iniquitous 
den  of  despair,  depravity, 
degradation  and  death  af  ter 
It  opened  far  business  in 
July  1940,  and  before  the 
arrival  of  enemy  agents, 
selected  British  (talon  men 
were  thrust, hauled  from  the 
prisons  Were  they  Langu¬ 
ished  without  charges  pre¬ 


ish  polished  wooden  box  which 
might  house  seme  scientific 
instrument  -  or  might  not. It 
was  locked; we  asked  the  eng¬ 
ineer  for  the  key.  He  aston¬ 
ished  us  by  saying  that  he 
had  never  seen  it  in 
his  life. This  appeared  to  be 
an  abvious  lie. The  policeman 
fiddled  with  the  lock  and 
ultimately  got  it  open.  They 
gave  a  yelp, and  handed  it  to 
me  in  triumph .  There, inside, 
was  an  induction  coil,  some 
wire,  and  some  crocodile 
clips.  Remember,  we  were 
looking  for  an  electrical 
jamming  apparatus ,  and  so 
their  yelp  was  certainly 
justified. 

1  looked  at  the  engineer. 
His  face  showed  surprise  and 
embarrassment:  he  protested 
that  the  thing  was  not  his.l 
looked  at  the  box  again; 
there  were  some  instructions 
inside  the  lid.  I  read  them, 
and  realized  that  this  was 
an  electrical  hair  -remover . 
His  wife,  modest  wooan,  had 
bought  it  for  her  personal 
use,  and  had  been  practising 
a  mild  deception  an  her  hus¬ 


ferred  against  them.  Free 
barn  British  patriots, 
guiltless  of  broken  laws, 
to  be  used  as  'bodies  to  be 
broken  tor  the  use  of’  in 
the  interest  of  experimental 
techniques  in  psychological 
torture  by  MIS. 

Vfe  tell  the  story,  edited 
from  the  memoirs  of  one  of 
those  infortuute  but  brave 
Mosley  seo,  W»  took  all 
they  handed  out,  and  txl- 
imphnri  or r  his  oppressors. 

nnAsmrnM)HM*4 


band.  Our  search  had  wrecked 
her  secret  -  1  hope  that 
their  domestic  happiness 
survived. 

A  slaple  explanation 

After  a  pretence  at  a 
further  search,  v*?  all  left 
the  house  -  at  least  some  of 
us  somewhat  discomforted.  We 
still  had  the  stationer's 
house  to  explore,  but  it  was 
an  anticlimax  after  the 
stirring  events  of  the  last 
half-hour.  One  look  at  the 
scoutmaster  showed  us  that 
he  could  never  have  the  nerve 
to  be  a  cold-blooded  spy. His 
explanation  was  quite  sinple: 
he  had  bought  an  old  pris¬ 
matic  conpass  the  year  be¬ 
fore,  and  had  fitted  it  witb 
a  new  crosswire.  He  had 
wanted  to  check  the  accuracy 
of  the  new  sight,  and  so  he 
had  gone  out  onto  local 
eminences,  and  had  taker, 
bearings  an  the  most  promin¬ 
ent  local  objects,  the  radai 
towers.  Actually,  the  sight 
was  not  allignad  quite 
correctly, and  he  had  accord- 
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IT  HAS  HAPPENED  HERE 

by  Charlie  Watts 


British  Union  O/leider  Westminster 
St. George's  where  tank  expert  end 
■littery  writer  KaB.Gen.J.F.t. 'Boner' 
Fuller  was  the  Parliamentary  Candi¬ 
date.  Charlie  was  also  organiser  of 
the  London  Cab  trade  Group,  and  after 
his  release  fron  Han  Cannon,  British 
Union  Leader  at  Ascot  Concentration 
Cam>- 

He  had  served  In  the  BAF  where  he 
a  barrack  roan  contmpory  of 
I  when  serving  as  AC  Shaw. 


Looking  back  on  the  events 
of  the  next  fortnight,  I 
,  often  wonder  if  they 
were  real,  or  just  a  t>v1 
dream.  I  had  read  ctnsap 
American  G-men  flot-lnn  and 
seen  their  gangster  films, 
but  believed  that  'third- 
degree  tes  never  used  in 
Britain.  I  bad  already  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  'Fieedcn' 
of  this  great  'Free 
Country  was  a  sham  and 
hypocritical  farce.  That 
ai  i  eat  and  incarceration 
without  trial  actually  did 
ba*T*ai  here,  in  spitaTaf 
Itarlianentaiy  protests  ru¬ 
der  the  sham  thin  veil  ctf 
'fifth  aolimn  activity'. 

1  now  was  to  have  another 
illusion  shattered.  Third- 
degree  lnlwniqaHfii  me 
and  is  used  here  clever  ley 
camouflaged,  but  third- 
degree  nevertheless. 

From  the  uuoent  I  was  hand¬ 
ed  over  to  the  Arny  on  leav¬ 
ing  Brixtcn  Prison,  1  lived 
for  two  weeks  In  a  state  of 
starvation  and  uncertainty, 
deliberately  engineered  to 
weaken  my  resistance. 

There  were  about  fourteen 
of  us  crowded  into  a  van  - 
seven  Ehglish  and  the  rest 
foreigners. Brusquely  ordered 
to  stop  talking  we  were 
squeezed  to  a  floor  squat.  I 
was  able  to  note  our  route 
over  the  driver's  head  and 
our  turn  off  the  Richmond - 
Kingston  road  to  Ham  Oonrnon, 
eventually,  driving  through 
the  large  barbed  wire  gates 
to  what  appeared  to  be  a 
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ingly  triangulated  the  rowers 
into  the  wrong  field  -  as 
could  be  seen  from  a  more 
thorough  inspection  of  the 
map.  tie  had  done  this  during 
the  previous  year,  when  it 
had  not  been  an  offenoe.  Tech¬ 
nically,  we  oould  still  have 
charged  him  with  being  in 
possession  of  a  marked  map, 
but  it  would  have  been 
unkind. 

txir  mission  had  been  fruit¬ 
less.  All  we  had  done  was  to 
explode  the  main  evidence. 
The  jamning  of  the  radar 
station  was  almost  certainly 
aoddental,  and  I  doubt 
blether  it  originated  from 
the  hair-remover .  The  change 
of  direction  of  German  air¬ 
craft  in  the  neighbourhood 
was  most  probably  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  were  on  the 
coast  of  the  Wash,  which 
served  as  a  very  convenient 
and  recognizable  landfall 
taking  the  aircraft  further 
in  towards  any  of  their  Mid¬ 
land  targets  than  would  any 
other  landfall  that  they 
oould  have  rode . 

0fR>/*Mvr  Jonst't  Utwt 
publication.  Reflections  on 
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country  mansion.  And  that  is 
what  it  had  been.  The  first 
war  had  seen  it  turned  into 
a  hospital, and  afterwards  an 
Officers  Mental  Home.  Its 
name  was  Latchmere  Bouse. 

Inside  we  vere  searched  by 
Sergeant  and  Captain  checked 
our  identities.  I  was  then 
taken  upstairs  into  a  small 
room,  rnmbered  16, and  locked 
in.  Slightly  larger  than  a 
prison  oell  it  had  a  can*) 
bed, two  army  type  blankets, a 
porcelain  jerry, a  towel,  and 
Windsor  chair  -  nothing  else, 
not  even  a  table. Barbed  wire 
covered  the  window  which  had 
wood  blocks  screwed  In  the 
runners  to  prevent  opening 
more  than  about  two  inches. 

The  window  overlooked  the 
back  of  the  house  where  some 
old  buildings  served  as 
stores  and  quarters  for  the 
Guard  Conpany,  the  most  non¬ 
descript  collection  of  mis¬ 
fits  in  khaki  I  had  ever 
seen,  reminding  me  of  "Fred 
Kamo's  Army". No  two  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  from  the  same  unit, 
and  I  discovered  later  there 
were  about  120  of  them  drawn 
from  over  40  different  units . 
Those  I  came  in  contact  with 
were  worse  than  Military 
Policeman  and  ex-servicemen 
will  knew  what  this  inplles. 

Whilst  looking  out  at  those 
masquerading  as  soldiers,  I 
heard  someone  huroninq,  and 
guessing  it  was  from  the  next 
window  1  sang  out  "Who'se 
That"  and  a  voice  called 
"Danville"  so  we  started  to 
talk. 

Fixing  squad  threat 

A  few  minutes  later,  a 
Sergeant  holding  a  revolver 
entered  my  room  and  ordered 
that  1  was  not  to  have  any 
coraiunication  with  other  in¬ 
mates.  I  asked  him  what  the 
hell  he  meant,  but  all  I  got 
from  him  was  threats  about 
what  would  happen  if  I  dis¬ 
obeyed  orders.  1  told  him  I 
was  wearing  three  stripes  in 
the  RAF  when  he  was  still 
wearing  diapers,  and  that  1 
refused  to  be  intimidated  by 
him  or  anyone  else. His  reply 
was  that  I'd  alter  my  tune 
when  I  was  facing  a  firing 
squad.  I  treated  this  remark 
with  contenpt,  but  must  con¬ 


fess  that  after  a  few  days 
at  Ham  Coomon  1  was  not  so 
sure  about  it.  once  or  twice 
a  brick  wall  and  firing  squad 
didn't  seem  quite  so  remote. 

The  Sergeant  departed  and 
I  sat  on  the  bed  and  started 
to  whistle.  Came  a  bang  an 
the  door  and  a  shout  "stop 
that  row".  1  shouted  for  the 
voice  to  take  a  running  jimp 
at  himself  and  continued  my 
tune. 

The  door  opened  and  a  big 
hulk  of  a  soldier  armed  with 
a  revolver  entered.  He  was  a 
coarse  bullying  type  and 
looked  as  if  he  oould  put  a 
bullet  through  his  own  mother 
without  conpunctlon.  After 
some  argument  I  considered 
perhaps  discretion  was  per¬ 
haps  the  better  part  of  val¬ 
our, and  decided  not  to',  give 
them  any  chance  for  the 
rough  stuff. 

"You'll  get  no  food 
tonight" 

By  this  time  I  was  hungry 
having  had  only  a  bully  beef 
sandwich  since  breakfast,  so 
I  banged  the  door  and  asked 
about  grub.  "You'll  get  no 
food  tonight"  the  soldier 
said,  so  I  reconciled  myself 
to  a  hungry  night  and  reached 
in  my  case  for  a  Penguin 
thriller. 

But  not  for  long  far  in 
came  the  soldier,  locked  a 
blackout  board  over  the  wind¬ 
ow,  went  out  switching  off 
the  light  from  outside.  It 
was  9  pm  and  lights  out. 

A  hungry  and  sleepless 
night  ended  with  reveille  at 
6  am  and  arrival  of  the  sold¬ 
ier  who  reversed  the  prev¬ 
ious  night's  blackout  exer¬ 
cise.  I  was  escorted  for  a 
wash  and  told  to  sweep  out 
the  room,  after  vfiich  1 
waited  patiently  for  break¬ 
fast. 

"If  you  get  any  fumy 
business  -  shoot  the 
bastards" 

At  8  am  the  sentry  outside 
my  door  was  relieved  and  1 
heard  auch  •  clicking  of 
revolvers  and  overheard  the 
new  sentry  receiving  in¬ 
struction  in  the  handling  and 
firing  of  service  revolvers, 
with  the  added  instruction. 


"If  you  get  any  funny  busi¬ 
ness  —  shoot  the  bastards 
first  and  ask  questions 
afterwards". 

At  last  it  was  "all  down¬ 
stairs  for  breakfast".  1  was 
let  out  and  there  lined  up 
were  the  other  occupants  who 
included  young  Danville, 
Captain  Donovan,  Raven 
Thomson,,  McKechnie  and 
Sandell.  We  started  to 
talk  but  was  immediately 
checked.  It  was  ‘not allowed' , 
but  as  we  filed  downstairs 
I  managed  to  ask  Donovan  in 
a  whisper,  "Vhat  sort  of 
a  dixip  is  this",  and 
he  answered  -  "M15*. 


So  this  was  the  famous 
Military  Intelligence  which 
was  supposed  to  be  the 
world's  finest  secret  ser¬ 
vice. I  was  yet  to  learn  that 
'Military*  was  just  a  term  - 
I  never  found  a  military 
looking  H.I.  officer  in  any 
canp,  and  most  of  them  were 
devoid  of  intelligence. 

And  so  to  breakfast  -  a 
half-full  pint  nug  of  stewed 
and  nearly  cold  tea,  a  dess¬ 
ert  spoonful  of  thick  porr¬ 
idge  on  a  large  plate,  and 
ti«  small  thin  slices  of 
bread  and  margarine.  This 
frugal  repast  was  carried  to 
our  roans,  we  were  locked  in 
again  and  left  in  solitary 
state  to  eat.  A  request  to 
see  the  Orderly  Officer  to 
lodge  a  couplaint  refused  - 
he  was  "having  breakfast"  - 
(Ham  and  eggs  I  bet) ,  1  gave 
myself  over  to  reflection. 

It  was  obvious  that  M15,at 
Government  instigation,-  had 
us  here  for  interrogation, 
and  were  taking  measures  to 
weaken  our  resistance  to  get 
' confessions '  of  all  the 
charges  being  framed  against 
the  Movement.  The  Advisory 
Conmittee  had  failed  to  find 
any  connecting  link  between 
British  Onion  and  Nazi 
Germany  far  the  simple  reas¬ 
on  there  were  none. But  cann¬ 
on  sense  is  not  am  attribute 
of  our  democratic  miscon¬ 
ceived  government,  so  the 
comic  opera  Military  Intel 1- 
gence  have  been  called  in  to 
do  their  stuff. 


I  had  a  perfectly  clear 
conscience  -  they  could  get 
nothing  out  of  me  that  proved 
in  any  way  that  the  Loader  or 
British  Onion  was  anti- 
British  or  intended  to  aid 
the  enemy,  so  why  should  1 
worry.  I  determined  to  take 
whatever  they  gave  and  be 
claimed  to  them. 

We  -  about  a  dozen  of  us, 
were  later  taken  out  for 
exercise  on  the  lawn,  about 
the  size  of  a  tennis 
court.  The  house  and  grounds 
were  surrounded  by  high 
double  barbed  wire  fences 
which  were  patroled  by  sent¬ 
ries  with  fixed  bayonets  .Our 
•exercise  ground'  was  also 
encircled  by  barbed  wire. 
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and  four  additional  guards 
armed  with  revolvers  stuck 
in  belt  or  bolster.  Their 
f unction  was  bo  stop  us  talk¬ 
ing. Two  were  caught  speaking 
together  and  were  taken  and 
confined  to  their  roans  for 
the  day. 

"I  weis  daaned  T 


but  tried  to  look 


cheerful" 


1  was  damned  hungry  but 
tried  to  look  cheerful.  It 
would  never  do  to  let  these 
people  believe  they  were 
getting  me  down. 

Donovan,  as  ianaculate  as 
ever  was  sauntering  up  and 
down  as  though  he  owned  the 
place.  Raven  Thomson  looked 
a  little  worried  so  1  brushed 
past  him  with  a  "cheer-up 
Raven*  and  received  a  cheer¬ 
ful  grin.  I  smiled  at 
McKechnie  and  he  grimaced 
and  rubbed  his  middle.  So 
he  also  was  hungry  -  or  was 
it  his  urge  for  a  pint I  Jim 
Batbersby  looked  as  if  he 
hadn't  a  care  in  the  world, 
later, at  Ascot  Concentration 
Canp  he  was  to  become  one  of 
my  best  friends.  He  was  the 
staunchest  and  most  loyal 
companion  and  comrade  one 
could  wish  for. Detention  had 
a  bad  effect  on  him  and  later 
turned  his  brain.  He  devel¬ 
oped  Religious  mania  and  was 
released. 

Sometime  during  that  after¬ 
noon  2  was  taken  to  the 
Adjutant's  office,  a  large 
airy  room  an  the  first  floor. 


COMRADE 


"A  cheerful  griif  from  Raven 
Thomson  ( left) ,  and  captain 
Brian  Donovan  who  "sauntered 
up  and  down  as  though  he 
owned  the  place". 

Captain  Dcmovan  married 
womens  DnsnOorps  Drum  Major 
Heather  Bond  four  months 
detained  in  1940.  Both  men 
at  17  served  in  the  army  in 
Mbrld  War  1 ,and  In  a  prison 
cell  for  most  of  Second 
World  War, 

Their  story  Is  systolic 
of  the  peeudo-scrality 
preached  and  practised  by 
the  British  political  est¬ 
ablishment,  for  Wen  they 
were  fighting  for  their 
country.  Home  Secretary 
Herbert  Morrison,  Wn  kept 
them  Imprisoned  in  Second 
War,  was  a  conscientious 
objector  working  in  an 
apple  orchard,  and  after 
the  latter  war,  presumably 
for  war  service,  created 
Baron  Morrison  of  ianbcth. 


Behind  a  desk  was  a  large 
big-nosed  fellow  in  civilian 
clothes  who  directed  me  to 
sit  facing  him.  He  offered  a 
cigarette  and  placed  a  full 
packet  beside  me  with  a  'help 
yourself  as  you  wish'. 

For  the  next  three  hours  he 
plied  me  with  questions.  He 
evidently  knew  more  about  me 
than  I  knew  myself  and  I  con¬ 
cluded  that  I  had  been  under 
observation  for  a  long  time, 
vars  in  fact. 

My  'Home  Defence 
Movement*  1 

My  interrogater  kicked  off 
with  what  I  knew  about  the 
'Home  Defence  Movement '.I  at 
first  denied  all  knowledge 
but  after  he  produced  a  book 
of  addresses  in  my  writing 
I  admitted  my  involvement  as 
he  evidently  knew  all  there 
was  to  know  about  that  small 
organisation. 

Not  wishing  to  implicate 
others  not  yet  detained  1 
owned  up  to  all.  In  fact 
it  was  not  an  organisation  at 
all,  but  a  name  given  to  a 
propaganda  news-sheet  issued 
periodically,  produced  and 
distributed  by  myself .  The 
worst  aspect  of  this  was  the 
information  lnparted  to  me 
was  that  the  man  who  wrote  it 
wes  of  German  origin,  living 
here  under  an  assured  name. 
It  was  suggested  he  was  a 
German  spy,  and  was  using 
British  Union  organisation 
to  further  these  ends,  thus 
proving  conclusively  that 
British  Union  had  hostile 
associations . 

*MI5  lies  and  biuff* 


I  was  sure  this  was  false 
but  had  no  way  of  checking 
but  on  my  release  discovered 
that  the  'German  spy'  was  a 
corporal  in  the  RAF,  which 
not  only  vindicated  my  trust, 
but  showed  to  Wiat  ends  of 
lies  and  bluff  MIS  would 
stoop  to  try  and  cover  up 
the  Government's  bloomer . 

My  impression  during  cross- 
examination  was  that  they 
were  looking  for  an  under¬ 
ground  organisation  they 
thought  existed, and  the  Home 
Defenoe  Movement  seemed  to 


^Behind  a  desk 
was  a  large 
big  nosed 
fellow  9 

One  If  Uatts's  Inquisitor* 
it  Hia  Commi,  It-Colonel 
Edward  Htnchley-Coote  who, 
as  an  unnamed  HIS  officer 
frequently  presented  pros¬ 
ecution  evidence  at  spy 
trials.  Like  the  Caap 
Coamandant,  he  uas  half- 
German 


fit 'the  bill. My  interrogater 
seemed  satisfied  with  my  ex¬ 
planation  and  he  dropped  the 
subject. 

Next  came  numerous  quest¬ 
ions  on  the  ’New  British 
Broadcasting  Station*  of 
which  I  knew  nothing  and  thus 
could  tell  nothing.  "Why  had 
I  visited  Thaxted?",  a  place 
I  had  never  visitied. 

Food  deliberately 
withheld 

The  session  eventually  fin¬ 
ished  and  it  was  back  to  my 
room  and  my  tea.  Two  small 
pieces  of  bread  and  marger- 
ine  and  mug  of  cold  tea. This 
wes  the  last  meal  of  the  day 
and  the  sun  total  of  the  day 
would  not  have  equalled  any 
one  prison  meal  .These  totally 
inadequate  rations  stayed  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  far  the  whole 


period  of  Ham  Oonsnon  and  in 
consequence  1  lost  two  stone 
in  a  fortnight.  Corplaints 
were  node  daily  and  the  ex¬ 
cuse  was  that  proper  rations 
had  not  been  sent,  and  that 
the  guards  were  getting  ex¬ 
actly  the  same. 

This  was  a  lie, as  was  lat¬ 
er  admitted  by  one  of  the 
guards  Wio  had  the  decency  to 
say  he  was  disgusted  at  our 
treatment.  Clearly,  it  was  a 
deliberate  atfeenpt  to  break 
down  our  powers  of  resistance 
and  so  make  us  confess  to  all 
the  things  Wiich  they  would 
like  to  find  us  guilty. 

i 

The  British  Union  way 


I  was  really  hungry  all 
the  time  and  felt  myself 
getting  weaker,  but  I  was 
deter  mined  not  to  let  them 
see  this.  At  exercise,  I 
would  larch  as  smartly  as 
1  could,  round  and  round 
the  extreme  edge  of  the 
lawn,  head  erect  and  arms 
swinging .whistl ing  hr! fish 
Union  and  army  marching 
tines. 

Afterwards,  1  would  just 
flop  out  on  my  bed, 
thoroughly  exhausted. _ 


revolver  lay  an 
the  desk  with  the 
muzzle  pointing 
towards  me? 

The  Baa  Ccnmon  epieoda  of 
•IT  BAS  BAFPEKBD  8KREm 
concluded  in  next  Comrade 


OIK  IE  CORDS  ar*  Incomplete  on  the  nureer  of  Mosley's  men 
Interrogated  at  Han  Coonon,  but  according  to  the  recent  official 
Britiah  Intelligence  in  the  Seoard  Varld  kbr;  Security  ad 
Caetter-Intelligenoe,9by  F.B.Rineley  and  C.A.C.Sinkine,  V 
British  subjects  received  the  treatment  during  1940.  It  had  been 
"opened  as  an  Interrogation  centre  for  auspect  Fifth  Coluonlsts 
la  July",  but  "from  early  RoveWter  the  place  was  entirely  re¬ 
served  for  captured  agents.... there  were  three  serious  attests 
at  suicide.  One  succeeded.* 

mint  this  apologia  owl  ts  are  the  fatal  casual  1  ties  shrouded  la 
some  mystery  within  a  short  period  after  release  Iron  detention, 
a  phenomenon  which  begs  the  question  of  delayed  action  health 
Implement.  He  kaou  of  four  such  cases.  There  nay  be  others. 

One  of  the  youngest  detainees,  19-yr  old  Junior  newspaper  re¬ 
porter  RATH  CIIJL  of  Leeds. Oo  release  he  took  up  his  duties  with 
RAF(VR).  and  In  Nay  1943, then  a  skilled  Glider  Pilot  Instructor, 
he  was  killed  when  he  crashed  after  *he  felled  to  observe  high 
tension  cables*  when  piloting  a  Niles  Register  trainer. 

Leeds  shopkeeper  REG  WINDSOR  was  In  good  health  when  he  was 
released  In  1942.  He  went  to  live  In  County  Durban  to  Join  his 
wife  who  had  moved  to  her  home  territory  during  his  detention. 
Only  In  his  thirties,  he  becane  Mentally  disturbed  and  within  a 
year  died. 

Son  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Stockport  hatters,  where  he  was 
Olstrlct  Leader.  JIM  MTTCRSST  developed  religious  mania.  and 
after  release, In  the  latter  days  of  the  war,  his  body  was  washed 
up  on  the  beach  at  Southport  after  be  had  Jumped  overboard  Into 
the  paddles  of  a  Mersey  ferry  boat. 

PAUL  JEETES.  a  former  Brighton  policeman  who  was  thought  to 
hare  links  with  HIS,  was  found  dead  beside  the  London/Brighton 
line.  It  was  'suggested'  that  In  the  blackout  be  had  wlstaken 
the  platform  side  at  a  station,  and  been  bit  by  an  oncoming 
train. 

Professor  Sir  Harry  Ml  ns  ley  and  Mr.  Anthony  Stains  were  granted 
unrestricted  access  to  Intelligence  records  without  which  the 
'account  could  have  been  written.* 
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Special  Investigation  Report  on  I8B. 


The  author  with  British  Union  comrades  in  Peveril 
Concentration  Camp,  Isle  of  Man  In  1942.  L  to  R:  TED 
FOWLER,  LARRY  ROBINSON,  HARRY  WHITBREAD,  JOHN  WYNN, 
FENN  and  BILL  EATON  _ 


The  story  of  its 

PUBLICATION  AND 

the  Author 


by  ROY 
CUMMINGS 


IN  CBCQCJBR  194 3, a  most 
remarkable  book  was 
published.  It  was  the 
result  of  an  enquiry  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  author  ,JOm 
WYNN,  as  a  result  of  his 
experience  as  a  British 
Political  Prisoner,  des- 
imder  its  title  of  "IT 
MIGHT  HAVE  HAPTOTEP  TO 
YtXT  as  an  "Investigation 
of  Regulation  18B;  its 
origin;  relation  to  the 
constitution;  operation; 
with  first  hand  accounts 
of  vftat  suffering  has 
been  involved  far 
those  who  have  been  arr¬ 
ested  and  interned  wder 
if. 

hiring  his  detention ,  John 
Wynn  had  kept  a  diary  and 
secretly  gathered  signed 
statements  from  fellow 
prisoners.  On  his  release 
in  February  1943,  he 
snuggled  them  out  and  were 
to  form  the  basis  of  his 
book. 

A  World  War  1  volunteer, 
he  saw  active  service  on 
the  Western  Front  in  the 
Royal  Flying  Corps,  being 
discharged  in  1920  with 
rank  of  Lieutenant.  He 
joined  Mosley  in  1938  during 
British  Union's  small  shop¬ 
keeper  canpaign,  but  as  a 
successful  Midlands  bus¬ 
inessman  had  to  remain  a 
non-active  menber. 

In  late  May  1940, his  home 
and  office  were  raided  by 
the  police  but  they  went 
away  enpty  handed. Two  weeks 
later  a  further  search  was 
made, yet  despite  finding 
nothing  to  incriminate  him, 
he  was  arrested  and  taken 
to  Liverpool's  Walton  Jail. 
He  later  recalled:"!  was  an 
dwiana  target  far  arrest. 
Kith  a  crivatc  aeroplane, 
making  wireless  trans¬ 
mitting  sets  and  driving 
all  over  the  oowtry  day 
and  night  in  the  course  of 
my  work". 

After  a  month  of  depri¬ 
vation  and  punative  condit¬ 
ions  at  Walton, one  of  the 
filthiest  prisons  in  the 
country,  he  was  moved  to 
Asoot^thawftj^ton^^n^^ln^ 


ally  Peveril, Peel,  Isle  of 
Man  concentration  casps.His 
sense  of  injustice  was  so 
great  that, with  the  encour¬ 
agement  of  his  fellow  pris¬ 
oners,  he  was  determined  to 
publish  what  was  being  done 
to  loyal  Britans  in  the 
name  of  freedom  and 
democracy,  and  that  'luxury 
Feeding  of  Fascists '  and 
similar  stories  being  fed 
to  the  public  by  the  press 
at  that  time  were  a  tissue 
of  lies. 

Cki  his  release,  and  need¬ 
ing  help  with  .his  manu¬ 
script,  he  was  fortunate  to 
meet  solicitor  Guy  Aldred, 
a  self-confessed  anarchist, 
who  was  equally  opposed  to 
"all  forms  of  persecution 
and  anti-oonstitianal  con¬ 
duct"  and  who  with  those 
detained  he  had  “practically 
no  political  sympathies" . 

1*1  DARE  TO  COME 

FORWARD*  GUY  A.  ALDRED 


Aldred  edited  and  arr¬ 
anged  the  manuscript  and 
John  Wynn  took  it  to  the 
rx*r  of  Bedford  who  had 
been  waging  a  brave  war  of 
words  with  the  estab¬ 
lishment  in  the  name  of 
peace.  He  was  sympathetic 
and  introduced  Wynn  to 
Glasgow's  Strickland  Press 
who  agreed  to  print  it. 

Although  called  a  book, it 
was  published  in  tabloid 
running  to  forty  pages. This 
was  a  deliberate  decision  to 
circumvent  the  law  that  did 
not  allow  hard  cover  books 
to  be  exported.  John  Wynn 
wished  his  indi  tenant  to 
have  the  widest  possible 
distribution,  here  and 
abroad.  Every  M.P.,  Bihassy 
and  other  opinion  formers 
received  a  copy,  but  such 
was  the  feeling  for  freedom 
and  individual  liberty  for 
those  born  outside  this 
island  in  wartime  Britain, 
there  was  little  left  for 


the  loss  of  liberty  of  its 
cwn  and  little  was  heard, 
including  a  total  blackout 
by  the  national  press. 

Its  strength  however  has 
grow  over  the  years  aid  it 
is  now  a  classic  of  facts 
and  argument,  high  an 
list  af  essential  reading 
far  the  new  generation  of 
academics  and  historians  in 
this  field.  The  statements 
of  the  detainees,  who  were 
protected  at  the  time  by 
Initials  but  have  now  been 
identified  by  ^Cbnrade"  re¬ 
search,  ring  out  with  truth 
and  pathos  of  the  injustice 
they  suffered.  They  reach 
*  out  and  remind  us  of  that 
doable-face  af  Wiat  they 
called  democracy  for  which 
British  blood  was  being 
:bnd,and  of  the  like  false¬ 
hood  of  reasoning  and  fact 
spewed  forth  by  the 
party  political  hacks, 
masquerading  as  statesmen, 
that  led  to  the  tragedy  of 
the  Brother's  war, the  inev¬ 
itable  Beeline  of  British 
power, the  loss  of  pride  and 
purpose  of  its  people,  and 
its  now  increasing  accel¬ 
eration,  aptly  assisted  by 
the  politicos  —  different 
nen  but  the  same  breed, into 
a  Third  World  country. 

In  post-war  years,  until 
his  death  in  1980, John  Wynn 
continued  his  canpaign  for 
justice  by  advocating  the 
idea  of  conpensation  for 
wrongful  arrest, and  in  1974 
completed  a  oonplimentary 
manuscript  on  his  life 
which  is  yet  to  be 
published.  Some  of  the  doc¬ 
umentation  for  this  was 
burled  in  a  danp  resistant 
container  in  the  Isle  of  Han 
during  his  detention  in  1941 
and  retrieved  20  years 
later. 

John  Wynn  spent  his  post¬ 
war  years  living  in  a  remote 
farmhouse  in  North  t&len 
there  it  was  'tpen  House* 
for  BHHsh  Ihion  old  com¬ 
rades,  a  Mosley  ui  to  the 
last. 

Thanks  to  his  courage  in 


publishing  "It  mh*jt 

have 

hnptwnad  to  Yon*  during 

the 

Kir  -  it  could  have  put  him 

back  in  jail  —  the 

true 

story  of  that  violation  of 

Kirpa  Carta  and  dark 

stain 

an  Habeas  Corpus 

will 

onRTcje. 

Caplet  Of  the  'two*'  can  still  be 
fount,  put  not  et  the  price  of  *1/- 
(Sp]l  The  Identity  ef  ever/  prisoner 
amtloMd  hat  no.  beee  established  by 
■Coerade*.  Initials  eely  aer*  used 
at  the  Mae  ta  protect  the..  ltd] 


IN  OUR  TRIBUTE  to  John  Wynn,  we  do  not  forget  the 
part  played  by  an  honourable  political  opponent, 
one  of  the  feu,  of  those  days. 

We  salute  the  memory  of  anarchirrt  GUY  AlIKEn  for 
the  integrity  of  his  beliefs,  and  his  courage  in 
editing  and  publishing  "IT  MIGHT  HAVE  HAPPQO-2)  TO 
YOU",  at  some  personal  risk,  and  in  our  respect,  we 
quote  from  his  foreword  in  the  book. 

4  Vith  da  individual*  nou  iittaiW,  am  individual*.  I 
have  practically  mo  political  *}MV athie*.  toe  they  (’em* 
I  mould  bm  their  opponent.  But  they  are  i^jriaonea  mtth- 
out  charge  or  trial.  They  are  not  charged  beoauae  no 
charge  can  be  brought  against  them.  Many  of  them  have 
been  moldiem  and  Buffered  in  the  firet  Croat  Bar.  uhich 
I  opposed,  am  did  mama  members  of  Bim  Majemty'm  Govern¬ 
ment.  Under  theme  circimmmt  once* .  I  dare  to  came  foruard , 
not  am  an  apologist  of  their  t^rinionm,  but  am  a  defender 
of  their  civil  right*.  If  they  are  traitor* .indict  them. 
If  they  are  not  traitor*. release  that.  If  they  cannot  be 
indicted,  they  aught  to  be  restored  to  human  liberty.  In 
the  naim-  of  John  Hampden .  Thaman  Paine,  Richard  Carl  He, 
and  the  host  of  my  radical  forbears,  I  dmmand  their 
freedom. 

By  mhat  right  are  our  liberties  denied  and  government 
by  proscription  accept*.:  ac  t  he  lag  of  Britain ?  j 
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ASCOT 

A  one-tine  Army  Guard  Camp  still  stands  and  broods  In  King's 
Ride, Ascot,  but  gone  are  the  patrolling  sentries,  and  the  Bren 
guns  turret  mounted  overlooking  Britain's  political  prisoners 
In  Ascot  Concentration  Camp  In  1940. 

The  canp  has  gone  -  In  Its  place  a  trading  estate.  Like  the 
18B  files  at  the  Home  Office  -  destroyed.  There  are  no  known 
photographs,  but  thanks  to  ARTHUR  SWAN,  Canp  Leader  at  Ascot, 
and  British  Union  Lowestoft  District  Treasurer,  there  are  some 
excellent  plans,  one  which  we  reproduce  from  his  memoirs. 


BU  political  prisoners  at  Peel  Concentration  Camp. Isle  of  Han. In 
194?  .L  tor:  H.HannlngiArthur  Swan:  Denis  tour  don:  H.O'Donnell:  G. 
Owbb:R.Hercer:G.E. Surtees :J. Ml chols :Bob  Row:Oan  Tierney :A. Watts 
George  Surtees.OA.  Lowestoft, was  a  first  war  RFC  pilot  with  OFC 
and  Oat  Leaves:  Denis  Gourdon.now  living  In  Austral la, was  at  20, 
one  of  the  youngest  detained. In  the  retreat  to  Dunklrt  with  RA,  he 
was  arrested  on  return  to  England. Restrictions  Inposed  on  him  on 
release  prevented  Ms  army  return.  Bob  Rtmv.  present  editor  of 
•action*  was  permitted  to  join  army  on  release. 


Under  the  stand  at 
Tack  racecourse  In 
mi,  the  'living' 
acconxhticn  for 
Britain's  polit¬ 
ical  prisoners  at 
York  Concentration 
Canp. 

A  watercolour  fay 
Rate  Ttraple  Ootton , 
British  (talon  dis- 


Arthur  Swan  was  arrested  on  3  June  1940,  and  released  on 
21  March  1942.  He  saw  the  Insides  of  Ascot,  Huyton,  and  Peel 
Concentration  Canps,  and  Walton  and  Brlxton  Prisons.  *My  wife 
and  new  born  beby  were  now  without  an  Income.  The  house  had  to 
be  given  up  and  furniture  stored  at  her  mother's  flat-  he 
writes  on  his  arrest  In  his  memoirs,  and  on  his  release.  'As  I 
stood  In  the  street  outside  Brlxton  Goal  feeling  abandoned  ar 
assailed  with  hopes  and  fears  as  to  what  the  future  might  hold,thc 
one  dreadful  fact  was  that  there  was  no  hope  of  going  back  home.' 
A  story  typical  of  many' who  suffered  that  great  Injustice. 


Devon,  and  Parlla- 
■sitary  Candidate 
far  Exeter,  who 
died  in  1985 


Birmingham  Womens  Organiser  and 
teacher  LOUISE  IRVINE  arrives 
In  the  Isle  of  Han  for  deten¬ 
tion  at  Port  Erin  Concentration 
Cane  In  1941.  Leter  she  was  In 
Holloway  Jail. Husband  'Inkle', 
District  Inspector.was  detained 
2  years, then  4*j  yrs  In  Army. 


1—  KNAVISH  TRICKS 

nils  resulted  in  the 
Security  Executive  advising 
the  transfer  of  known  Commun¬ 
ists  on  secret  work  to  other 
areas,  and  Churchill  setting 
up  a  secret  panel  of  four  to 
decide  on  the  necessary  act¬ 
ion  on  cases  submitted  to  it 
by  MI5. 

The  four  members  were  Sec¬ 
urity  Executive  Chairman, Duff 
Cooper,  masher  Isaac  Foot  HP, 
and  guess  who?:  Churchill's 

pre-war  thief  of  secret 

papers. Desmond  Marten, and  his 
wartime  prodigy,  Alf  wall. 

Iven 


securii 


Information  continued  to  tra- 


vel  to  Stalin 


O.J.lpwls: Illusions  of  Grandeur: 


canps. 


Manchester  University  Press :  1911/ 


alarming  absence  of  oamm 
Immunity .  Sane  of  the  vic¬ 
tims  were  mere  infants, 
others  as  old  as  seventy. 
Many  of  the  British  detain¬ 
ees  had  fought  in  the  Groat 
Kar  (some  even  in  the  Boer 
ltar) ,  their  scars  bearing 
faestamwsit  tx>  their  loyalty 
to  King  and  country.  Bonds 
of  love  were  tern  asunder, 
and  families  Mattered, 
sometimes  irrevocably.  Some 
of  those  detained  were  dis¬ 
abled  before  their  ordeal  j 
muuy  bucdra?  so  in  mind  and 
or  body  as  a  result  of  the 
privations  Inflicted  upon 
then.  Some  received  premat¬ 
ure  release  through 
death . J 


British  Concentration  Camps 


-AND  SOME  OF 
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FREEDOM  DIED 

young  Mosley  men  20-yr  old 
Pte.  'Nipper'  Ayres, of  Lime- 
house,  5th.  Btn.  Green 
Howards,  and  21  yr-old  Pte. 
Rdbert  Irvine  of  Shoreditch, 
l/5Btn.<Xieen's  Royal  Regt., 
hilled  in  action  in  the 
fighting  retreat  to  Dunkirk 
in  Churchill's  War,  the  war 
they  had  earlier  strived  to 
prevent. 

Britain  saved  by  RAF 

In  that  early  sunmer,  'the 
finest  hour'  of  the  RAF  was 
still  to  come.  They  alone 
deserve  that  aooolade  - 
those  fine  young  men  who 
died  and  paid  out  death  to 
other  fine  young  men  of  the 
Luftwaffe, in  the  clear  blue 
skies  above  southern 
England,  until  their  griev¬ 
ous  losses  forced  the  Luft¬ 
waffe  to  call  enough. 

But  just  in  time,  for  the 
RAF  also  was  almost  bled 
dry.  Another  few  days  and 
there  would  have  been  little 
to  prevent  the  landing  of 
several  thousand  battle- 
trained  Gernan  troops.  And 
once  ashore, with  vast  nmtr- 
ers  of  our  army  still  only 
partially  trained,  and  very 
little  armaments  in  the 
country  after  the  debacle  in 
France,  expert  opinion  be¬ 
lieves  the  Genian  army  would 
have  been  investing  London 
within  weeks,  enforcing  a 
British  capitulation. 

victory  far  the  RAF  had 
another  result.  It  let  the 
Government,  and  indeed  the 
whole  political  system  off 
the  hook,  for  who  was  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  Germans 
being  at  the  French  channel 
ports? 

Poland:  act  of  madness 

it  was  a  British  gmiem- 
moit  that  had  declared  war 
on  Germany,  in  defence  they 
said, of  Poland,  a  country 
which  then  it  was  logistic- 
ally  impossible  to  assist. 
Hie  army  .organised  only  for 
the  protection  of  Britain's 
world  wide  vital  interest  of 
British  Empire,  was  thrown 
into  aainland  Europe  for 
Wat  can  only  have  been,  if 
the  Germans  had  not  struck 
with  modern  techniques  of 
warfare,  a  long  war  of 
attrition,  1914-18  style, 
and  another  million  British 
dead. 

In  the  far  East,  intelli¬ 
gence  reports  had  warned  of 
Japan's  aspirations  towards 
our  Eastern  empire, and  that 
she  had  the  military  capa¬ 
bility  to  further  those 
interests  if  Britain  got 
involved  in  a  European  war, 
and  that  the  probability 
was  that  she  would  do  so. 

With  an  economy  and  in¬ 


dustrial  base  that, like  its 
political  party  system, 
considerably  deteriorated 
since  World  War  1,  hardly 
strong  enough  as  the  base 
for  maintenance  of  our 
world-wide  interests, it  was 
a  supreme  act  of  madness, 
not  even  a  garrble  far  high 
stakes,  to  give  that  worth¬ 
less  guarantee  to  Poland 
with  the  inevitability  of 
European  war  involvement, 
for  whatever  the  final  re¬ 
sult,  the  demise  of  Britain 
as  a  major  world  power,  its 
destinity  no  longer  under 
its  own  control,  was  the 
ultimate  inevitability. 

To  his  credit,  only 
Chanter  lain  had  the  clarity 
of  vision  of  the  true 
statesman,  but  in  the  end 
the  forces  arraigned 
him  destroyed  him.  By  1939, 
statesmen  in  the  Mother  of 
Parliaments  were  at  a  prem- 
i  on,  the  party  game  in  'the 
best  club  in  the  world*, 
dominant.  A  festival  of 
parish  punp-like  politics 
and  trade  union  branch-like 
decision  making,  and  as 
often  devoid  of  reason.  The 
old  British  skill  of  long 
term  objectivity  of  thought 
in  relation  to  our  vital 
interests  had  been  subdued 
by  party  politics, the  part¬ 
icipants  strutting  around 
their  private  little  empire 
at  Westminster,  their 
pseudo-morality  having 
little  relativity  to  the 
real  truths  of  the  world 
outside. 

These  were  the  guilty  men 
who  in  that  early  sunmer  of 
1940,  bad  brought  Great 
Britain  dan  to  the  point  of 
capitulation.  Guilty  men, 
saved  by  the  bravery  and 
patriotism  of  'the  few*, 
young  men  Wio  died  before 
their  time  far  the  sins  of 
the  politicians. 

Exit  Magna  Carta 

But  in  that  early  sunmer, 
before  the  RAF  young  men's 
chapter  of  glory,  had  come 
the  politicians  finest 
hour.  Their  hacks  to  their 
wall  of  panic, they  produced 
a  scapegoat,  Mosley's 
British  Union,  and  using 
their  wartime  legislative 
and  executive  power  created 
a  new  exective  law  giving 
power  to  the  Horae  Secretary 
to  arrest  and  detain,  those 
British  citizens  who  he  had 
'reasonable  cause  to  be¬ 
lieve',  certain  specified 
facts,  or  that  a  person  had 
dene  certain  specified 
things.  As  it  was  later  de¬ 
termined, the  Home  Secretary 
could  not  be  questioned  on 
his  ‘reasonable  cause*, even 
in  the  highest  court  in  the 
land,  or  in  Parliament, 
making  him  virtual y  a 
dictator.  And  seeing  that 


generally  his  'judgement' 
was  based  on  names  supplied 
by  MIS,  without  acoonariying 
evidence, he  would  have  been 
hard  put  to  supply  a 
'reasonable  cause'.  A 
learned  contenpory  has 
suggested  the  the  Home 
Secretary  at  the  time.  Sir 
John  Anderson,  had  probably 
■locked  up  more  of  his 
fel  lew  citizens  without 
charge  or  trial  than  anyone 
since  Oliver  Cromwell .“ 

As  for  HIS,  it  is  now 
suspected  that  it  had  been 
penetrated  by  Soviet  agents, 
and  that  it  used  for  its 
intelligence  gathering  a 
mixed  bunch  of  sexual  devi- 
ationists  and  society  mis¬ 
fits,  prepared  to  lie  their 
heads  off  if  it  moved  their 
own  peculiar  motivation. 

In  spite  of  this, the  Home 
Secretary  had  to  report  to 
the  War  Cabinet  on  May  22, 
'that  HIS  had  been  enable  to 
proto  any  eviikwai  that 
either  the  leaders  of  the 
British  ttiion  oc  the  organ¬ 
isation  itself  had  anything 
to  do  with  Fifth  OoIbb 
activity'. 

Biter  Police  State 

Which  seems  clear  enough, 
so  what  was  the  next  move  of 
the  War  Cabinet?  Iiunedi- 
iately  amend  Emergency  Reg¬ 
ulation  18B  by  Order  in 
Council, sign  orders  for  the 
detention  of  Mosley  and  33 
of  the  Movement's  officers 
who  were  arrested  the  next 
day. 

The  police  state  had  arr¬ 
ived  in  Britain,  a  Britain 
which  they  bold  us  was 
oonmi  ttod  to  the  defence  of 
freedom  and  the  rule  of  law. 

During  the  next  few  weeks, 
following  a  knock  at  the 
door,  a  visit  to  their  work 
place,  in  the  street,  in 
military  establishments, 
over  700  men  and  women  of 
British  ttiion  were  taken 
from  their  wives,  husbands, 
■others  and  children,  and 
lacked  away  in  prisons  and 
concentration  canpo,  some 
for  alunrrt  the  duration  of 
tile  war. 

They  had  broken  no  laws, 
their  only  'crime'  -  member¬ 
ship  of  British  Onion,  a 
lawful  political  party. That 
for  years  before  the  war  had 
canpaigned  for  an  armed 
Britain,  strong  enough  to 
defend  herself  and  Bipire 
against  any  potential  enemy, 
at  a  time  when  the  labour 
Party  was,  on  the  one  hand, 
campaigning  to  get  a  war  go¬ 
ing  with  Germany  -  'Smash 
Hitler  Now'  -  or  any  other 
state  they  disliked,  and  on 
the  other  hand,  continually 
opposing  rearmament  propos¬ 
als  in  the  House  of  Cannons, 
and  such  extra  frivolities 
as  refusing  halls  to  Army 


and  A3C  Cadet  Farces  to  show 
their  opposition  to  'milit¬ 
arism',  where  labour  con¬ 
trolled  the  local  Council. 

And  these  were  the  men  'now 
in  Goweonnent,  same  had 
opposed  and  dodged  the  First 
Kir, now  in  the  forefront  of 
putting  away  British  dti- 
nens  ^re-third  of  than  vet¬ 
erans  of  that  holocaust 
which  they,  the  oppressors, 
had  shirked. 

But  the  Ttaries  are  not 
^dlt-free  of  this  blot  an 
a  page  of  British  history, 
far  in  their  eternal  dis¬ 
honour  they  acquiesced  in 
that  frame— tp>  of  patriotic 
and  loyal  British  citizens. 

For  frame-up  it  was,  its 
real  purpose  to  silence  the 
voice  of  Mosley  and  British 
Onion  in  its  lawful  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  war,  a  position 
which  in  previous  wars  in 
England's  past  had  been  re¬ 
garded  as  proper  and 
patriotic  for  those  who  be- 
lived  it  mistaken. 

If  the  Government  had 
wished  to  crush  dissent  for 
this  particular  war,  they 
could  have  banned  all  such 
voices  by  Parliamentary 
action.  British  Onion  would 
have  obeyed  the  law  and 
ceased  to  function. But  they 
did  not  have  the  nerve  or 
the  gall.  A  country  at  war 
■for  Freedom  and  Democracy' 
officially  silencing  those 
who  oppose  it. It  would  not 
have  gone  down  well  with 
world  opinion,  particularly 
with  America,  who  Churchill 
was  trying  to  inveigle  into 

WliUT  • 

•Never  Again* -1914 718 

British  Onion's  attitude 
to  war  had  always  been  clear 
and  honest.  Its  whole  ethos 
was  born  out  of  the  comrade¬ 
ship  of  self -secrif  ice  of 
the  first  war  front-line 
soldier  and  the  aftermath  of 
society's  'Never  Again'.  We 
should  fight  only  in  defence 
of  Britain  and  the  Dip  Ire, 
and  not  involve  ourselves  in 
foreign  quarrels .  "Britons 
Piqht  for  Britons  only". 

It  opposed  the  declaration 
of  the  last  war  because,  in 
Mosley's  woods:  "it  risked 
three  consequencies :  the 
disaster  of  defeat ,  the 
triutpb  of  ccnKunism,  the 
loss  of  the  British  Bipire 
despite  victory.  The  only 
power  Wiidi  could  in  no 
drametanoes  benefit  frum 
that  war  tes  Great  Britain.” 

At  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  Mosley's  Instruct¬ 
ions  to  Baiters  was  "to  do 
nothing  to  injure  our 
ccxrrt_ry,or  to  help  any  other 
power."  They  should  “do  that 
the  lai  requires  of  them* 
and  those  in  “the  tomes  or 
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tf|P  ME  HKD  NOT  forced 

laurchlll  to  inprlsan 

|  Hmlcy,  Mho  knows  what 
he  would  have  achieved. tie 
tea  getting  too  danger- 
ous  —people  were  beglnnlrrj 
bo  listen  to  him  and 
agree.  He  might  have 
forced  a  quick  end  to  the 
war  and  beuume  the  alter¬ 
native  ,  to  '  capital  Iran. 
He  Is  now  discredibed.But 
do  not  rely  on  it.  I 
assure  you,  Henley  Is  a 
■an  who  is  never  finished, 
and  I  aust  remind  you  of 
-the  change  of  drom- 
stanoes  after  the  last  war 
for  those  menters  of  our 
party  Who  were  previous¬ 
ly  very  unpopular  far 
opposing  the  tar.  9 

The  speaker  was  Aneuran 
Beavan  at  a  labour  Party 
at  the  Savoy  Hotel  in  July 
1945,  the  day  after  the 
election  results  -  held  up 
for  three  weeks  for  the 
Forces  vote  -  had  swept 
labour  to  power. 

The  Left's  blue-eyed  boy 
at  that  time,  Nye  Sevan 
spent  the  evening  holding 
court  to  an  ever-changing 
clique  of  wine-swilling 
idolisers  -  party  workers, 
MPs,  old  and  new,  ostent¬ 
atious  In  their  victory, and 
bearing  little  resenfclance 
to  the  party  of  Keir  Hardy. 

Bevan's  reply  to  a  quest¬ 
ioner  was, as  far  as  I  know, 
the  first  authorative  state¬ 
ment  from  a  major  labour 
source  of  their  alleged 
part  in  Mosley’s  imprison¬ 
ment. 

It  had  been  raised  by  Hugh 
ROBS-Willlamaon ,  author  and 
playright,  and  prominent 
mesrter  of  the  party  in 
letters  to  Truth  in  July 
1942.  His  contention  was 
that  at  the  labour  Party 
Conference  at  Bournemouth  in 
1940,  vfiich  ended  four  days 
before  the  Government's 
Amendment  to  Regulation  18B 
which  made  possible  Mosley's 
arrest,  the  general  opinion 
was  that  some  labour  leaders 
had  made  his  imprisonment  a 
condition  of  their  entering 
the  Government. 

It  was  indeed  Labour's 
Conference  that  had  effect¬ 
ively  gave  Qiurchil  1  the 
power  for  which  he  had  so 
long  schemed  and  intrigued. 
A  telephone  call  from  the 
labour  Executive  at  Bourne¬ 
mouth  to  Downing  Street  two 
weeks  earlier  had  informed 
Chamberlain  of  their  re¬ 
fusal  to  serve  under  him  in 
a  new  coalition  government, 
forcing  his  resignation. 

Was  this  nefarious 
bargain  ever  struck,  or 
putting  another  way,  did 
Churchill  surrender  to 
labour's  blackmail?  Tory 


COMRADE 


j Second  Verne' God  Save  The  li 


‘Confound  their  politics, 
Frustrate  their  knavish 
tricks’ 


raiJOHN  CHRISTIAN 


MP  for  wood  Green  Dever ley 
Baxter  thought  it  was.  Two 
years  after  the  war  he  bold 
me  it  "was  part  of  the  prioe 
that  had  to  be  paid  for  the 
participation  of  labour  in 
'united  Government'". 

Not  a  whisper  of  the  deal 
has  been  found  in  the  papers 
of  any  likely  participant. 
No  hint  of  labour's  black- 
gall  in  Churchill *s  memoirs, 
but  he  wouldn't  would  he? 
Vte  know  now  from  other 
sources,  and  even  heavily 
weeded  official  papers, that 
he  left  out  much  historical 
data,  that  which  would  dis¬ 
credit  him,  and  surrender 
to  blackmail  surely  would. 

Ptar  blackmail  it  was,  and 
it  had  only  just  begun. 


[The  Reckoning] 


WHEN  CHURCHILL  ex¬ 
changed  the  office 
of  First  lord  of 
the  Admiralty  for  that  of 
Prime  Minister  of  Great 
Britain  on  that  day  in 
Hay  1940,  he  mbs  to  des¬ 
cribe  it  in  his  memoirs  as 
one  which  "all  gy  past 
life  bad  been  in  prepara- ' 
tlon  for  this  hour...". 

His  problems  were  enor¬ 
mous.  There  was  the  Norway 
fiasco  for  "the  man  who  let 
the  Germans  into  Norway"  as 
described  by  Beaverbrook, 
and  new,  overnight,  Germany 
had  unleashed  its  invasion 
of  the  Icm  Countries. 

Warnings  of  the  German 
attack  in  intelligence  re¬ 
ports  fed  to  the  Admiralty 
had  left  Churchill  un¬ 
troubled.  He  was  too  in¬ 
volved  in  political  in¬ 
trigues  to  ensure  that  his 
long  sought  for  prize  was 
not  to  slip  from  his  grasp. 

The  result  was  that  there 
was  new  hardly  any  naval 
forces  left  for  the  Channel . 
They  were  all  involved  in 
his  “wildcat  adventure  up  to 
Narvik"  as  put  by  a  naval 
oantenporarv  . 

But  once  again,  the  crisis 
events  in  Europe  were 
secondary.  His  position  had 
to  be  consolidated,  and  for 
the  first  few  days  he  fired 
those  he  regarded  as  his 
enemies,  rewarded  his 
friends, including  those  who 
for  years  had  supplied  him 
illegally  with  secret 
intelligence  files,  and 
wrangled  with  his  Labour 


protagonists,  now  applying 
pressure  on  policies  and 
posts  in  the  new  'united 
Government' . 

The  result  was  a  nunter  of 
Government  appointments  that 
appeared  to  have  been  made 
from  labour  pressure,  or 
those  who  Churchill  believed 
would  not  oppose  him. 

One  of  the  most  bizarre 
and  still  unexplained 
appointments  of  the  war 
was  that  of  A.H.Wall  to  the 
Home  Defence  (Security)  Ex¬ 
ecutive,  otherwise  known  as 
the  Swinton  Committee. 

Set  up  three  days  after 
Mosley's  arrest, its  function 
was  'to  consider  all  quest¬ 
ions  relating  to  defence 
against  the  Fifth  Column, 
and  to  initiate  action 
through  the  appropriate  de¬ 
partments  ' .  In  practice  it 
decided  who  should  be 
arrested,  and  who  should  stay 
imprisoned,  the  function 
which  MPs  believed  to  be  of 
the  Advisory  Committee,  a 
powerless  animal  set  up  as  a 
sop  to  the  liberal 
conscience. 

The  Swinton  Conraittee  was 
so  powerful  and  secret  that 
questions  about  it  could  not 
be  raised  in  Parliament 
without  the  Prime  Minister's 
permission.  Present  the 
first  meeting  was  Church¬ 
ill  's'boy' ,  Desmond  Morton, 
he  who  for  several  years  be¬ 
fore  the  war  had  filched 
secret  documents  for  Church¬ 
ill  to  get  copied  at 
Chartwelll 

Deputy  to  the  Oonudttee's 
Chairman ,  ex -Tory  Minister 
Lord  Swinton.  was  the  shadowy 
Sir  Joeeph  Ball,  a  former 
head  of  the  Conservative's 
research  department  who  had 
been  recruited  into  Ml  5  in 
the  1920s, and  ever  retained 
the  link.  He  was  suspected 
of  being  associated  with  the 
forging  of  the  'Zinoviev 
letter',  the  'dirty  trick' 
that  did  much  to  bring  dtwn 
the  first  labour  Government. 
He  had  been  an  advisor  to 
Prime  Minister  Neville 
Chanter  lain,  and  because  of 
his  MI  5  contacts  was  always 
on  call  for  surveillance  of 
inportant  persons,  or  other 
secret  activity  required  by 
the  executive.  And  although 
regarded  to  be  'of  the 
right',  he  was  a  friend  of 
the  homosexual  Soviet  spy 
Guy  Burgess,  later  to  de¬ 
fect  to  Moscow,  and  it  was 
during  this  period  that  Ball 


recruited  Burgess  for  MIS! 

It  was  into  this  powerful 
Vfall  was  co-opted  two  weeks 
after  its  inception  at  the 
instigation  of  Qiurchil  1,  a 
'trade  unionist* , to  give  the 
Oormittee  'political  bal¬ 
ance. 

tot  Vtell  was  a  life-long 
Communist,  a  candidate  for 
the  Ifcrty  at  Straatham  in 
1924,  and  secretary  of  the 
CcwMilst-dciiilnated  London 
Trades  Council  far  12  years 
until  1938.  In  1935  he  was 
the  joint  author,  with 
Halat  Harrison.  Secretary 
of  the  London  labour  Party, 
of  a  manifesto  'The  labour 
Hawaii  and  Paadsa’  and  a 
year  later  we  find  him  in  a 
deputation  at  the  Heme  Off¬ 
ice  requesting  that  British 
Onion's  East  London  march 
be  prohibited. 

Qiurchil  1  's  appointment 
becomes  even  none  inconpre- 
hensible  when  one  considers 
that  at  this  time,  Stalin 
was  helping  Germany  with  war 
materials,  and  was  indeed 
shortly  to  telegraph  Hitler 
congratulations  on  his 
victory  in  the  West, and  the 
British  ttmnunist  Party, 
obeying  their  master's 
voice,  doing  all  they  could 
to  sabotage  the  war  effort. 

we  also  learn  now  from  the 
recently  published  official 
history  Security  ml  Comter- 
Intelligence  by  Hinsley  and 
Simkins,  who  had  been  given 
free  access  to  official  docu¬ 
ments, that  Mall  was  given  the 
chairmanship  of  its  QawlUae 
op  Cfmlaa  which  became 
knem  as  the  wall  OTltfcee, 
its  main  function  to  block 
Ceramists, new  that  they  were 
supporting  the  war  effort 
after  Russia  had  became  our 
•glorious  Ally',  in  their 
'attempts  to  use  the  Party's 
production  canpaign  as  a  moans 
of  undermining  Trade  Union 
leadership  and  promoting  work¬ 
ers  control . ' 

In  1943  M15  drew  attention 
to  the  Ceramist  Party's  sec¬ 
ret  interviewing  room  in 
London  under  cover  of  the 
WLskats*  Musical  Assocdatlop. 
were  it  received  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  secret  inform¬ 
ation  from  matters  of  the 
armed  forces/ri  vi  1  service  and 
industry. 

After  the  sentence  of  D.F. 
Sfrrlnqhall  .National  Organiser 
of  the  Ceramist  Party  to  sev- 
years  penal  servitude  for 
sending  secret  information  to 
the  Soviet  Union, which  he  had 
received  from  a  matter  of  a 
secret  ccmunist  Party  group 
in  the  Air  Ministry,  and  an 
army  officer,  MI 5  again  ex¬ 
pressed  its  concern.  (It  was 
evidently  unaware  then  of 
Burgess  and  Blunt, later  to  be 
proved  traitors ,  and  Iter 
Hollis  and  Graham  Mitchell . 
the  latter  in  charge  of 
British  Union  surveillanoe, 
both  later  to  be  Soviet  'mole' 
suspects, in  its  own  backyard.) 
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OLD  COMRADES 


CONGRATULATIONS 


"*0LD  COMRADE* 

IN  offering  our  congratulations 
to  Lady  Mosley  on  her  80th 
Birthday  on  June  17,  we  use  the 
picture  published  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage  to  our  Leader, 
when,  In  reference  to  his  out¬ 
standing  quail  ties, many  a  young 
Blackshirt  was  heard  to  express 
the  view,  "locty  OH  -  he's  got 
everything,  and  now  01  ana 
too*  1 

And  June  1990  will  echo  other 
memories  for  Lady  Mosley  for 
fifty  years  ago,  shortly  afte* 
Max  was  born,  she  was  taken  an 
Incarcerated  In  Holloway  Jail 
with  other  women  political  . 
prisoners  for  nearly  four 
years. 

Most  of  the  British  Union 
women  met  her  there  for  the 
first  time.  He  will  let  Louise 
Irvine,  featured  elsewhere  In 
this  Issue  take  up  the  story. 

"It  was  the  greatest  privil¬ 
ege  to  be  with  her.  Her  courage 
and  behaviour  were  aarvelous. 
She  was  kind  enough  to  walk 
with  ae  often  when  we  were  on 
exercise  In  the  prison  yard. She 
gave  ■  whole  new  vistas  of 
literature  and  auslc  etc.  Even 
Inside,  and  with  all  the  press¬ 
ures  that  she  was  under,  her 


OBITUARY 


HARRY  JONES 


IT  IS  with  very  deep  re¬ 
gret  we  report  the  death 
in  February  of  HARRY  XNES, 

'  of  Shoreditch, 

for  irony  years 
.  one  of  t !  i*  ■  in  i-  • 

active  members 
‘fiSOjnnj  of  Onion  Move- 

4  W d  A  young  member 
i X iTtm  of  British  Un- 
ion,  he  served 

first  with  the 
E/ Yorks.  Regt. 

HPvSl  anc*  later  was 
JM  (  attached  to  US 

Army,  serving 
nfm  .'r^pr?  from  France  to 
SPflk  Germany  in  the 

Second  Front. 
Demobbed  in  1945, he  joined 
UM  at  its  birth, and  stood 
as  a  candidate  in  East 
London  elections  in  1949. 

He  retired  from  activity 
in  latter  years,  but  was 
reunited  with  old  comrades 
at  FOM  functions  shortly 
before  his  death. 

So  long,  Barry. 


FRIENDS of  O.M.II 


MANCHESTER 


AFTERNOON  BUFFET 

Sunday 

September  16  1990 


Fwfclttfef*  for  frlrndi  of  0.M-  fcy  John  Orlttlin 


lOl.Orwvtl  Court, ■Odd.londOfT.IB  4W 


sense  of  huwour  and  fun  were 
treneodous.  All  the  wsrdresses 
were  won  over  by  her  natural 
behaviour  and  chare.* 

as  our  Leader's  lady,  some 
eight  feel  that  our  greetings 
to  nark  this  occasion  should  be 


•THE  BALLAD  OF 
HOLLOWAY  GAOL’ 

Vi  thin  thorn*  walls 
oonfined  at  night 
I  often  hoard  them  ary 
Although  ay  ium  m era 
far  more  light 
My  cent  eyes  i Mr* 
not  dry. 

It  teemed  that  juetioe 
ocas*  that  may 
And  haughtily  paeeed  by. 

■allle  Orl w 

Mumens  District  Leader, 
Nelson  a  Oolne,cne  of  lady 
Mosley’s  anbapxaries  in 
Holloway. 


on  our  leading  page,  and  they 
would  be  right. 

But  as  Diana  Mosley,  her  place 
we  feel  Is  on  the  page 
devoted  to  old  cowades .  for 
she  also  has  a  special  place  In 
our  hearts. 


$n  ftlpmoriam 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


TOMMY  HASTINGS 

No.7(Pathfinder) Sqdn.RAF: 
Missing  Essen,  31  March  1943 
[OUR  HIAOCSHIRT  DEAD] 
'Comrade'  No. 22 
PToa  an  old  ooncade; 

Soon  after  outbreak  of  WW2, 
Tommy  gifted  me  a  book  of 
Rudyard  Kipling's  poems  and 
in  the  back  fly-leaves  he  had 
written  five  further  poems. 
Poems  which  must  have  had  a 
particular  meaning  to  him, and 
expressed  what  he  too  must 
felt  but,  being  a  quiet  man, 
never  expressed  vocally. Having 
been  one  of  the  small  party 
from  'Geordieland'  able  to 
attend  the  historic  Earl '  s 
Court  Meeting,  perhaps  he  | 
wanted  me  to  know  how  he  too  ! 
had  been  effected  by  Mosley's  I 
oratory. I  would  like  to  think 
so.  It  is  front  these  added 
poems  I  have  taken  the 
following  epitaph :- 
■I on  who  stoop  and  oloesly 
peer. 

Curious  to  see  M hat's  written 
here. 

And  see  the  light  of  Knglish 
skies 

Silver  the  glass  and  bless 
your  eyes. 

Think  of  the  Kngland  Old  t 

Green 

Tou  wonder  and  are  happy  on. 
And  if  the  hour  of  perils 
etme, 

rind  in  thine  own  heart  that 

Drue* 

Robert  Richard : Northumberland 1 


THE  SPIRIT  LIVES 

I  was  delighted  to  see  the 
name  of  David  Pritchard  listed 
among  those  who  'still  march 
in  spirit  with  us'  [April/ 
May  'Comrade'].  I  knew  David 
well. 

He  was  killed  at  Easter,  1935 
in  a  motor-cycle  accident  near 
Windsor .Only  two  days  earlier 
I  had  gone  out  as  a  pillion- 
passenger  on  his  newly-bought 
second-hand  bike,  speeding 
(helmet less, of  course)  along 
the  Bnbankment. 

He  was  a  great  fighter  for 
the  Cause,  which  he  believed 
would  eventually  triumph.  No 
week-end  member  of  the  Move¬ 
ment  he,  but  a  full-time,  24- 
hour-a-day  activist,  and  a 
good,  comrade,  too.  It  was  a 
sad  day  when  the  BUF  flag  was 
lowered  to  half-mast  on  the 
square  tower  of  33  King's  Road 
and  the  traffic  halted  for  the 
cortege  to  Bronpton  cemetery 
where  many  of  us  paid  homage 
in  a  farewell  worthy  of  the 
high  ideals  of  our  Movement. 

It  is  goad  that  we  remenber 
our  dead  oouvades  those 
spirits  still  live  to  inspire 
us. 

Let  us  ranker  them,  far ,'! 
they  are  the  link  with  our 
nations  history. 

John  Yeovil  London  ' 

•  •  •  •  e 

»  And  from  our  files,  a 
photograph  to  accompany  ] 
John's  memories.  [Ed] 


A  BLACKSHIRT  GUARD  OF  HONOUR  pays  homage  to  their  brother 
Blackshirt  0AVI0  PRITCHARD  at  Broirpton  Cemetery  In  1935 


Tradition*! 


BAIMES.Oerefc  Talbot:  Squad: 

Near  Bognor  Summer  1981 

BODHTT  .Charles:  former  ! 


Manchester  fir. Union  July  1939 
BROUN. Charles:  0/Leader  Mavertree. 


Liverpool  Br.Un1on:18B  Political 
UM  Org. Salford.  June  196? 

CLARKE .Bill:  Unlon/M  treasurer  KW 

London  1970-74:  ex-Royal  Marine 
Commandos.  June  1989 

CLARKE. Pat:  Grantham  fir.  Union: 

June  1937 

CRABTREE.B111 :Bury .Lancs. Br. Uni  on: 

Union  Movement  July  197S 

OOlfTY.  John:  Br.Unlon  Pari  .Candidate 
Evesham:Un/H:Worcestersnire  Nat. 
Farmers  Union. At  93  July  1978 

DTMOCK.The  Rev. G. H. : Vicar  St. Bedes 


GOUGH. Joseph  Bowie  :B1  ran ngham  Br. 
Union  Drum  Corps:  18B  Political 
Prisoner  after  Army  at  Dunkirk: 

July  1963 

GOUGH. Victor:  son  of  'Bowie':  18B 


D/Ldr. Bognor  Br.Un1on:18B  Polit¬ 
ical  Prisoner :Ca«p  Leader  Huyton 
Concentration  Caqp.  June  1948 
MOSLEY .Maud  Lady:  Loyal  supporter 
and  mother  of  0M:  Head  of  Womens 
BUF  In  early  days.  2o  June  1948 
■ICHOLLS.Toamnr:  S/London  Br. Union: 


SC011  .George:  D/Ld. Richmond, Surrey 
Br. Union: 18B  Political  Prisoner: 

28  July  1978 
SHELHEKP1ME .Philip:  Agent  for  BU 

candidate  Middleton  &  Prestwlch 
Bye-Election  1940:  188  Political 
Prisoner:  a  victim  of  Ml 5s  Canp 
020  Interrogation  centre.  Later 
Father  Shelmerdlne.  14  July  1987 
TAYLOR  .Harry:  Shored  itch  U/ Movement: 

husband  of  Vicky.  July  1961 
TTJfLE  COTTON.Rafe:  Br. Union  Pari. 


THOMSON, Palmer: Aylesbury  Br.Unlon:  i 
18B  political  Prisoner  from  which 
he  died  In  Walton  Jail. June  1940 
TRfSADCM. George:  Early  Union  Move¬ 
ment  supporter.  East  London: 
brother  of  'Uncle'  Arthur 
Tressaden:At  93.  1  June  1989 

fERRALi .Stan: Croydon:  Br.Unlon, RAF 
and  Union  Movement.  June  1989 
UA1BURIGHT .Will  1am:  Head  of  Waln- 
wrlght  Brush  Factories  Bow,  East 
London:father  of  H.S.Walnwrlght: 
At  87  30  June  19SS 

MARHCn.Wrs:  Shoreditch  Br.Unlon: 
Candidate  Local  election. 

June  1938 


•Hula  shall  he 


Still  In 


t  with  os. 
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NEWSLETTER  OF  FRIENDS  OFO.M 


IN0.25  AUGUST/SEPTEMBER  19901 


"The  Spirit  Lives... Pie  Rest  Will  Follow*] 


4 years  in  prison- NO offence-NO charge-NO  trial  -NO  PARDON 


JUSTICE  DENIED 
10  DYING 
BLACKSHIRT 

Ify  JOHN  CHRISTIANl 


£11  I  HAT  CHANCE  TOHJ,  do  I  have?  I  am  now  nearing 
lflf  the  end  of  my  days  and  Unp  for  me  is  short. 

■  V  I  am  a  diair-hound  invalid  but  would  make 
the  effort  to  see  you.. I  have  nothing  to  hide  are? 
am  proud  of  my  behaviour.  I  remain  true  to  my  be¬ 
liefs  *  wrote  old  Blackshirt  JOHN  CHARNLEY 
in  the  last  year  of  his  life  to  his  HP  Ranald 
Pearn,  revesting  his  assistance  in  *  clearing  my 
name  of  any  suggestion  of  potential  traitorous 
behaviour.  J 


John  Charnley  was  inprisoned  without  charge  or  trial 
for  nearly  four  years  in  the  last  war  under  the  infam¬ 
ous  18B  Bnergency  Defence  Regulations,  and  had  been 
told  that  his  file  containing  the  record  of  his 
detention,  and  his  tribunal  hearing  papers,  had  been 
destroyed.  His  inprisonment  had  been  erased  from  the 
record,  and  had  effectively  never  happened. 


His  MP  referred  the  case 
to  Home  Office  Minister 
JOHN  PATTEN,  who  confirmed 
the  file  had  been  destroyed, 
adding  "I  am  (stable  to  take 
Mils  matter  any  further. * 

Charnley, a  fighter  to  the 
end,  refused  to  'go  away', 
and  in  a  further  letter 
suggested  that  if  the 
Americans  could  legislate 
to  pardon  the  Japanese- 
Americans  detained  in  the 
War,  then  surely,  similar 
retrospective  justice  could 
be  obtained  in  the  British 
Parliament  for  Britain's 
detainees,  and  that  the 
Petition  of  Hunan  Rights 
signed  by  Charles  1  in 
1628  -  a  breach  which  con¬ 
tributed  to  his  condem¬ 
nation  and  execution  -  could 
be  used  advantageously  for 
this  purpose. 

In  a  classic  of  democratic 
political  executive  jargon. 


Jdn  mttm  replied  that  "it 
would  Been  that  whilst  (sic) 
Mr.Chamley  was  detained 
wider  the  law  as  it  then 
stood,  but  not  convicted  at 
any  offence  there  is,  there¬ 
fore,  no  offence  which  can 
be  pardenad." 

It  was  August  1988.  Four 
months  lata  John  Charnley 
was  (taxi. His  brave  flt^it  for 
nearly  800  millgnod  patriots 
af  British  union,  the  maj¬ 
ority  now  dead,  is  revealed 
in  his  autobiography 
"Blackshirts  and  Rooes", 
(Brockingday  Pihliotlans, 
112.951 ,  aa^jlefcod  wily  days 
before  his  death,  and  pub¬ 
lished  as  we  go  to  press. 


I — IQUR  BLACKSHIRT  DEAD! — i 


FRED  YEATMAN 

IT  IMS  the  eighth  i»y  of  the 
Battle  of  Arnhea.and  ?B-yr*r  old 
Glider  Pilot, Staff  Sergeant  FRIO 
YEATMAN  was  fighting  with  tha  1st 
Ming,  Glider  Pilot  Reglaent.  who 
were  trained  fighting  troops.  In 
the  perlster  defences  In  the 
village  of  Oosterboet,  west  of 
Arnheo.  Their  task  was  to  hold 
until  the  2nd  Army  arrived. 


They  were  wader  Incessant  mo r- 
tar  attack,  and  the  War  Diary  of 
Reservo  Be. 16,,  SS  Penrar  Gren¬ 
adiers  reported  firing  all  heavy 
weapons  Into  the  pocket  .but  (heir 
subsequent  attack  repulsed. Glid¬ 
er  Pilot  Reglaent's  War  Diary  re¬ 
recorded  heavy  fighting  In  all 
sections.  During  that  alght.Frod 
Yeatasn  was  killed. 

- — ►  6 


JUSTICE- 


but  not 
for  the  British 


IT  HAS  been  said  that: 
Hone  Office  Minister 
PATTERN  is  of  Prime 
Minister  ■aterial.  He 
certainly  seems  to  have 
that  ability  in  use  of 
words  to  evade  incanwn- 
i cut  questions ,af  seeing 
only  that  he  wishes  to 
see,  and  in  the  double 
standard  qualification 
often  a  requirement  of 
successful  Prime  Min¬ 
isters  — 

This  was  clearly  shown 
earlier  this  year  vben  in 
launching  a  'campaign  to 
quell  anxiety  and  reassure 
the  public', he  suggested, as 
put  by  the  cully  Mail, 
that  violence  cm  the 
streets  was  'just  a  myth.' 

A  month  later,  new  fig¬ 
ures  sltowed  the  biggest 
rise  In  crime  ewer  recorded 
and  Mr. Patten  was  saying: 
'we  all  have  to  re— assess 
our  attitude  to  crime.* 
People  should  take  better 
care  of  their  property, and 
'if  they  don't.  Insurance 
colonies  should  encourage 
them. ' 

Which  was  meet  comforting 
far  al  1  those  between  5  and 
90  who  were  likely  to  bo 
victims  of  the  8  per  cent 
increase  in  sex  offences, 
or  the  10  per  cent  increase 
in  violent  assaults. 

The  Minister's  vislexi 
obviously  does  not  atari 
to  the  deserted  evening 
streets  af  our  capital 
city,  its  older  citizens 
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mVhat  though  urn  ourmtlome 
arm  mmittmn, 

Ih U,(W  faith  oan  nmvmr 
dial’ 

The  first  Official 

Casualties  of  World  Mir  2. 

B ROCKING, G. T. ,  Age  22, 

and 

DAY.K.G.,  20:  RAF  No. 9 
Sqdn:menbcrs  of  British 
Ukilan:  Aircraftman  vol¬ 
unteer  air  gunners 
killed  in  action,  L427S 
Wellington  bonbing  Ger¬ 
man  Fleet,  Brunsbuttel, 
Kell  Canal.Scptenber  4, 
1939. 

Brooking  Is  reraanberwi 
on  Air  Force  Memorial, 
Runnymodc.  Day  now  lies 
at  Becklingen  War 
Cemetery, Germany. 

TEATMAH,P.J. ,St/Sgt: 
Glider  Pilot  Hegt.,Anuy 
Air  Corps,  and  Ewter 
British  Onion. Killed  in 
action,  ARNHEM,  24/25 
September  1944:  He  lies 
in  Arnhem  Oosterbeek  War 
Oeraetery ,  Nether  lands  . 

BROWING, Cle—nt  i 
British  Onion  speaker. 
Admin. Off loer  and  Pari . 
Candidate,  Wood  Oxen: 
Age  31, on  17  August  1942, 
a  civilian  in  Gorman 
Concentration  Camp  when 
brother  GUY  was  in  Brit¬ 
ish  Concentration  Canp. 
He  lies  in  CraoowIRako- 
widti  I  Oonrrr, wealth  Plot 
Poland 


farced  to  stay  indoors  as 
their  only  defence  against 
risk  af  violence  in  the 
streets,  the  quality  of 
life  left  bo  them  only 
their  warm  memories  of  the 
Britain  that  was. 

Mr. Patten's  disinterest 
in  obtaining  justice  for 


CHARLIE  WATTS  conclixles 
his  story  at  his  treat¬ 
ment  at  Cap  020  in  1940. 
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il  told  him  I  was  a  patriotic  British  subject,  and  that  I  uas 
surprised  and  horrified  that  such  treatment  uas  being  given 
to  political  prisoners,  many  who  had  served  their  time  in  the  Armed 
Forces.  They  could  get  on  with  their  terror  methods  until  Bell 
freezes  before  breaking  me  down  9 


BELEAGURED 
BUT  UNBROKEN 


1 

P0 

[ 

Ore— time  British  Union  District  Leader  Westminster 
St.Georqe's  CHARLIE  WATTS  concludes  his  story 
of  his  treatment  in  MI5's  secret  terror  interro- 
gation  centre  in  1940,  Latchmere  House,  Ham  Common, 
edited  from  his  unpublished  memoirs,  "It  Has 

Happened  Here" 

NOTHING  further  happened 
until  two  nights  later. 
My  light  had  been  turned 
off  and  I  had  just  got  off 
to  sleep  when  I  was  rudely 
awakened  by  the  entry  of 
the  Sergeant. 

"Come  on, get  up  and  dress, 
you're  wanted*.  I  let  him 
have  the  usual  mouthful  but 
could  do  nothing  but  oonply 
with  the  order.  I  followed 
him  downstairs,  along  dark 
passages, and  upstairs  to  the 
top  of  the  house.lt  seemed  a 
strange  prooeedure  at  that 
late  hour,  so  I  remarked: 
"What's  at  the  end  of  this  - 
your  premised  firing  squad?" 
He  growled: "You 'll  soon  find 
out!" 

I  was  shown  into  a  small 
room  and  ordered  to  sit  down. 
I  say  ordered  and  not  invited 
as  this  interview  was  totally 
different  from  the  last  when 
politeness  was  the  order  of 
the  day.  A  bright  spotlight 
was  directed  on  to  my  face  so 
that  I  could  barely  see  the 
men  who  sat  back  in  the  shad¬ 
ow;  in  fact  I  never  did  get 
a  good  view  of  them.  A 
revolver  lay  on  the  desk  with 
the  muzzle  pointing  towards 
me. 

"Shot  while  trying 
to  escape"? 

Then  the  interrogation. All 
the  old  questions  again  about 
the  New  British  Broadcasting 
Station,  Mosley’s  visits  to 
Germany,  arms  trafficking, 
and  how  much  was  I  paid  for 
my  part  in  the  Movement. They 
just  wouldn't  believe  that 


all  my  work  was  voluntary  and 
that  it  cost  me  money  to  be¬ 
long  to  the  organisation. 
They  brought  up  the  old 
chestnut  about  foreign  money 
and  reminded  me  of  the 
penalties  of  spying,  and  as 
good  as  accused  me  of 
espionage  on  belalf  of  the 
Germans.  British  Union  was 
alluded  to  as  the  British 
Nazi  part, and  ny  persecutors 
were  hostile  to  such  an  ex¬ 
tent  that  the  temptation  was 
there  to  seize  the  revolver 
and  shoot  my  way  out,  one 
to  which  I  did  not  succumb. 
"Shot  while  trying  to  escape* 
is  an  old  custom  of  getting 
rid  of  political  prisoners, 
though  not  yet  started  in 
this  country.  I  had  no  wish 
to  be  the  first  so  I  tried 
another  tack  -  ridicule. 

'Questions  just 
snarled  at  me' 

I  told  them  they  had  seen 
too  many  gangster  films,  and 
read  too  many  G-men  maga¬ 
zines.  They  did  not  like  this 
one  bit  and  their  hostility 
grew  until  questions  were 
just  snarled  at  me. And  I  was 
rapidly  losing  my  temper, and 
when  the  question  “and  what 
do  you  think  of  British  Unicn 
now?"  was  sneered  at  me,  as 
if  to  say  "now  they  have 
proved  to  be  traitors,  what 
is  your  opinion?",  I  j unped 
out  of  my  chair,  raised  my 
hand  in  our  salute  and 
Shouted  "HAH,  MOSLEY,  AND 
P -  'EM  ALL! " 

There  was  dead  silence  for 
a  considerable  time  until  at 
last  a  voice  said  "Well,  I 


think  that  will  be  all  for 
tonight",  and  I  replied:  "I 
should  bloody  well  think  so 
too  at  this  time  of  night". 

Back  in  my  room  after  that 
ordeal  I  wanted  to  be  sick* 
but  my  stomach  was  too  empty. 
I  couldn't  sleep  so  I  just 
lay  and  tried  to  think  things 
out. 

Do  they  honestly  believe 
that  British  Union  was  a 
German  spy  organisation.  Has 
the  error  of  detention  been 
realised  and  to  cover  up  try¬ 
ing  to  terrorise  us  into 
'confessing'  something  ve  had 
not  done, or  are  they  fright¬ 
ened  that  British  Union  may 
at  last  influence  the  people 
to  derrand  a  negotiated  peace 
of  the  war  that  should  never 
have  started,  and  are  thus 
determined  to  smash  the  Move¬ 
ment  and  our  spirit?  These 
are  just  a  few  of  the  quest¬ 
ions  I  tried  to  answer, and  I 
decided  the  latter  was  nearer 
to  the  truth  than  any. 

I 'd  had  two  different  kinds 
of  interrogation,  the  first 
polite,  the  second  intimi¬ 
dating,  but  I  was  to  get  a 
third,  kind  and  sickly  symp¬ 
athetic. 

A  few  days  after  the  night 
dogfight,  a  benevolent  look¬ 
ing  old  gentleman,  disguised 
as  an  officer,  was  locked  in 
my  room  with  me.  He  said  he 
sympathised  with  my  unhappy 
lot, and  would  prefer  to  have 
communists  there  instead;  that 
he  once  nearly  joined  British 
Union, and  that  he  would  do 
all  he  could  to  help  me. 

Not  being  bom  yesterday.it 
vos  obvious  what  they  hoped 


to  achieve.  That  I  open  my 
heart  to  this  display  of 
sympathy  and  go  dewn  on  my 
belly  and  crawl  out. 

'You  won't  break  me' 

I  told  him  I  was  a  patriot¬ 
ic  British  subject  and  that 
I  was  surprised  and  horrified 
that  such  treatment  was  being 
given  to  political  prisoners, 
many  who  had  served  their 
time  in  the  Armed  Forces. 
They  could  go  on  with  their 
terror  methods  until  Hell 
freezes  before  breaking  me 
down,  and  there  was  nothing 
to  be  got  out  of  me  anyway. 
After  a  lot  of  blustering  he 
departed  and  I  had  no  more 
questioning  at  Ham  Common. 

Days  of  utter  miserable 
loneliness,  hunger  and  un¬ 
certainty  followed.  One  day 
Raven  Thomson  did  not  appear 
for  exercise,  then  Donovan 
disappeared.  I  afterwards 
discovered  that  fellows  were 
shuffled  about  from  one  part 
of  the  house  to  another, with 
different  parties  at  exer¬ 
cise  at  different  times.  As 
we  had  nothing  else  to  do  but 
think,  one  wondered  what  was 
happening.  All  part  of  the 

terror. 

Otherwise  the  routine  re¬ 
mained  the  same. The  same  in¬ 
adequate  meals  producing  such 
soul  destroying  hunger  and 
misery.  The  same  short  exer¬ 
cise  periods  when  one  had  to 
adopt  an  attitude  of  cheer¬ 
fulness  and  defiance,  with 
attempts  at  whispered  conver¬ 
sation.  The  long  hours  of 
loneliness,  locked  up  for  23 
hours  every  day  in  a  snail 
room  with  nothing  to  smoke 
and  usually  nothing  to  read. 
Solitary  confinement  in  pris¬ 
on  is  bad  enough,  but  here 
many  times  worse. 

Hidden  microphones? 

One  morning  I  was  told  that 
I  could  have  an  hour  of 
'Association'  and  was  taken 
to  a  room  at  the  far  end  of 
the  house  and  locked  in  with 
Vaughan-Henry  who  I  knew  in 
the  early  days  of  the 
Movement. 

I  was  irnnediately  suspic¬ 
ious  and  thought  less  said 
the  better.  As  he  was  a 
brilliant  talker  there  was 
no  problem. 

He  said  he  had  been  a  POW 
in  Germany  in  the  last  war, 
and  told  of  some  of  his  es¬ 
caping  experiences. I  said  he 
should  utilise  this  knowledge 
in  getting  out  of  Ham  Comnon. 
He  told  me  to  be  careful  as 
there  was  bound  to  be  a 
microphone  up  the  chimney  in 
every  room. 

On  the  hour  I  was  taken 
back  to  my  room. This  was  the 
only  time  I  was  permitted  to 
speak  to  a  fellow  detainee 
at  Heim  Common. 

Washing  was  a  problem  as 
soap  was  not  issued.  Water 
for  bathing  was  not  avail- 
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Mosley’s  Blackshirt  political  prisoners:  Let  this  be  their  Memoriam 


tue  was  an  ardent 


Britain  win  the  war... WATTS  can  be  considered  1< 


view  of  des: 


>1,  but  his 


_ f  devotion 

>le  to  share  his  views,  make  it  rilffl- 


tx>  the  Union  and  his 


other 


cult  to 


_ .He  is  much  too  plausable  for  saf< 


securi 


1*0  HM5/2S702 


CHARLIE  WATTS  died  in  1971  and  did  not  see  the  appraisal  of  hi*  by  the  Governnait's 
Advisory  Board  when  they  rejected  his  appeal  far  release  fron  detention  a  year  after  his 
experience  at  Caop  020,  Ham  Common. 

He  would  have  been  intensly  proud.  It  appears  in  his  18B  file  at  the  Public  Record  Office, 
just  one  of  a  mere  handful  of  British  Union  political  prisoners  personal  files  that  slipped 
through  the  net,  surviving  the  destruction,  or  otherwise  'taken  care  of',  of  700-odd  of  his 
comrades  personal  files  by  the  Home  Office  and  M15. 

These  few  lines  reveal  the  real  reason  for  their  incarceration  in  prisons  and  concentration 
canps,  and  answer  the  big  lie  that  Mosley's  men  were  potential  traitors,  a  falsehood  originated 
by  the  wartime  politicians  who  swept  away  Magna  Carta,  and  who  will  live  in  history  for  their 
creation  of  the  British  political  prisoner. 

For  as  Mosley's  men  always  knew,  and  can  new  be  seen  by  all,  it  was  to  silence  the  voice  of 
dissent  that  they  were  put  away.  That  age-old  liberty  permitted  under  the  law,  a  value  for  which 
they  claimed  vre  were  at  war. 

There  were  many  Charlie  Mitts's.  Let  the  words  of  that  report  signal  their  story  to  posterity,  and 


be  his  and  their  Memoriam,  and  an  inspiration  to  strive,  and  to  attain,  their  high  standard  of 
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A  unique  volume  say 
the  authors.  Written 
with  unrestricted 
access  to  Intelli¬ 
gence  records. 


UCI  I  me  REPORTED  in  the 

|  ^  L  L  last  issue  of 

■  A  WIP  wartime  interro- 

gation  centre  at 
nam  Common,  and  in 

I  B  this  issue  we  conclude  the  story  of 

_  CHARLIE  WATTS, who  experienced  the  methods 

used  on  British  Union  political  prisoners,  as  guinea-pigs 
in  Ml 5s  experimental  psychological  torture 

We  print  here  the  'rules  of  interrogation '  from  the 
recently  published  official  history,  developed  for  use  on 
enemy  agents  out  of  the  experiments  on  British  patriots. 
Without  comment.  Admission  that  020  existed  is  enough.  [ 


June/July  COMRADE 


2— -IT  HAS  HAPPENED  HERE 


able  until  the  very  day  I 
left,  but  as  X  was  preparing 
to  avail  myself  of  that  opp¬ 
ortunity  X  was  told  I  was 
going  away,  and  within  five 
minutes,  with  a  Sergeant  and 
two  soldiers  escort, 1  was  on 
my  way  to  Ascot  Concentration 
Caitp  after  the  worst  two 
weeks  of  my  life. 

I  know  not  who  controls 
HI 5, and  don't  expect  anyone 
will  admit, or  take  responsi¬ 
bility  for  our  treatment  at 
their  hands. 

Whoever  it  is  he  must  be  a 
much  travelled  man  as  be  has 
evidently  made  a  close  study 
of  the  Soviet  OGPU.the  Amer- 
can  Gangster,  the  German 
Gestapo  and  sundry  other 
methods. A  few  ideas  from  the 
books  of  Bdgar  Wallace  thrown 
in  and  the  result  was  latch- 
mere  House,  Ham  Common. 

^Compton  Doaoile. eon  of  Adviral 
Sir  Barry  Domoite, former  Birector 
Banal  Intelliyence,aleo  detained 
iHth  Lady  Damuile,  another  won 
killed  in  action  194 it  Captain 
ffrlaB  Donovan.  British  Union  Aoet. 
Dir/Gen:  Raven  Thomson .  BU  Dir. 
of  Policy  and  Ed.  of  "Action": 
Hector  McKeehnie .  BU  Bat.  Admin. 


lifjirrntiriJM 


that  this  was  so  the  alien  would  bf  removed  to  Camp  oto  for 
interrogation. 

(ii)  Camp  020 

Camp  0*0 .  tet  up  in  1940,  and  the  reserve  Camp  otoR  which 
opened  in  January  1943,  were  run  at  military  establishment*.  The 
intelligence  staff  provided  by  MI  5  were  all  commissioned  and 
wore  uniform,  white  the  administrative  stafT.  the  warders  and  the 
perimeter  guard  were  soldiers.  But  apart  from  providing  the 
administrative  stafT  and  guard  force,  and  being  answerable  if 
there  was  an  escape,*  the  War  Office  had  no  responsibility  for  the 
camps  which  came  wholly  under  the  Home  Secretary.  The  Home 
Office  exercised  a  right  of  inspection  and  the  Camps  were  visited 
by  the  successive  chairmen  of  the  Security  Executive  which,  in 
Petrie’s  words,  had  been  *so-largely  . . .  instrumental  in  bringing 
Camp  0*0  into  existence’. 

The  administration  of  Camp  0*0  as  a  military  establishment  was 
deliberately  designed  to  produce  an  impression  of  efficiency  and 
above  aJI  of  rigid  discipline.  A  prisoner  destined  for  Camp  oso  was 
collected  by  an  escort  commanded  by  an  officer  and  brought  to  the 
Camp  in  handcuffs.  On  arrival  he  was  stripped,  given  a  body 
search,  dressed  in  prison  clothes  and  placed  in  solitary  confine¬ 
ment.  The  next  stage  was  his  formal  admission  to  the  Camp;  brief 
particulars  were  taken,  his  weight,  height  and  physical  particulars 
were  recorded  and  he  was  given  a  medical  examination,  including 
a  dental  inspection  after  it  was  discovered  that  material  for  secret 
writing  was  sometimes  concealed  in  hollow  teeth.  Throughout  this 
procedure,  which  was  brief  and  businesslike  but  gave  an  indication 
of  the  prisoner's  demeanour  and  the  language  in  which  he  might 
be  interrogated,  officers  and  warders  (picked  men  from  the  guard 
company)  dealing  with  the  prisoner  were  under  instructions  not  to 
answer  any  questions  he  might  ask.  There  was  to  be  ‘no  chivalry, 
no  gossip,  no  cigarettes*.  After  admission  the  prisoner  returned  to 
solitary  confinement,  without  reading  matter  or  cigarettes.  Careful 
precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  suicide. t  Unless  circumstances 
made  immediate  interrogation  essential  this  step  was  postponed 
for  two  or  three  days.  The  delay  allowed  the  prisoner's  suspense  to 
build  up  in  complete  solitude,  and  gave  time  to  prepare  the  case. 
This  meant  obtaining  and  digesting  every  scrap  of  information 
which  might  assist  interrogation  and  assessment  of  the  prisoner’s 
story.  His  personal  property  was  minutely  examined  for  incrimi- 


ruling  evidence  such  as  material  for  secret  writing,  forged  pa|iers, 
cover  addresses  and  aide-memoires,  codes  or  passwords,  as  well  as 
dues  to  personal  history  and  movements  —  photographs,  bus 
tickets,  and  clothing  ubs. 

The  agreement  made  at  an  early  suge  with  Section  V  that  the 
interrogators  would  not  be  allowed  to  see  the  undisguised  texts  of 
relevant  ISOS  messages  was  abrogated  after  long  argument 

The  first  interrogation  was  considered  croiial.  The  prisoner  wat 
brought  before  a  board  of  four  or  five  officers.  He  was  marched  m 
and  remained  standing  at  attention  throughout  an  interrogation 
designed  to  impress  upon  him  the  omniscience  and  omnipotence 
of  the  British  Secret  Service;  the  hopelessness  and  isolation  of  his 
own  position;  and  that  the  penalty  for  espionage  was  death  and 
the  only  way  he  could  hdp  himself  was  to  tell  the  truth.  Violence 
was  never  used,  either  at  the  first  interrogation  or  bter.  and 
questioning  never  extended  beyond  the  endurance  of  one  interro¬ 
gator.  Nevertheless  the  ordeal  was  formidabk- 

Gamp  0*0  disposed  of  many  resources  which  could  be  used  if  a 
prisoner  did  not  break  immediately  and  for  exploiting  and  check¬ 
ing  his  story  when  he  finally  gave  way.  Under  Home  Office 
regulations  solitary  confinement  could  be  prolonged  up  to  t8 
days,  though  this  limit  was  only  once  reached  in  practice  and  a 
much  shorter  time  usually  sufficed.  The  prisoner  might  be  con¬ 
fronted  with  confederates  also  in  captivity,  though  experience 
apparently  showed  that  this  was  *a  most  dangerous  expedient*,  or 
statements  made  by  them.  He  might  yield  to  a  sympathetic 
approach;  he  might  be  persuaded  to  talk  by  a  stool-pigeon  or  give 
himself  away  to  another  prisoner  with  whom  he  was  allowed  to 
associate  in  a  cell  covered  by  microphones. 

The  recording  of  interrogations  was  invaluable,  but  intelligence 
provided  by  covered  associations  was  on  the  whole  disappointing, 
apart  from  one  case  when  a  covered  association  established  a 
prisoner’s  innocence.  Prisoners  were  generally  microphone  con¬ 
scious  and  rarely  gave  away  anything  which  they  had  not  already 
admitted  in  interrogation.  But  these  facilities  were  important  for 
indicating  the  general  demeanour  of  prisoners  and  in  covering  the 
stool-pigeons  at  work. 

Once  a  man’s  case  was  completed,  if  he  was  not  executed, 
released  as  innocent,  or  released  to  B 1 A  to  act  as  a  double-agent . 
life  in  Camp  0*0  was  far  from  intokrabk.  Accommodation  was 
good;  association  with  other  prisoners  indoors  and  at  exercise  was 
freely  allowed;  there  was  a  library  and  other  recreational  facilities. 
Internees  could  petition  the  Home  Secretary  if  they  wished,  and 
many  did  *0.  Apart  from  the  denial  of  visitors  and  letters, 
conditions  there  compared  favourably  with  those  in  any  other 
internment  camp. 
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HOW  MANY  FOLLOWED  MOSLEY  ? 


HISTORIATK  A1€J  ACADEMICS  have  long  argued  about  the  strength  of  British  Union  neafcership, 
and  in  recent  years  sene  honest  appraisals  have  been  made  an  the  Movement's  ideology. 

Other  oaanentatxKS  have  grudgingly  accepted,  after  same  SO  years  of  silence, that  a  large 
part  af  I  randan's  Bast  Bid  was  a  Blackshirt  stronghold,  but  nevertheless  suggest  that 
Mosley's  support  in  London  was  confined  bo  that  area. 

In  two  articles  specially  written  for  COMRADE,  this  issue  is  debated.  cne  of  our  con¬ 
tributors  speaks  with  the  official  and  unofficial  knowledge  and  experience  gained  from 
marching  with  Mosley  since  he  was  a  Blackshirt  Cadet  in  the  early  days  af  the  Movement, 
and  continues  his  thesis  into  British  Union  ideology.  Our  other  contributor  lias  been  able 
to  study  in  depth  the  detailed  menbership  records  of  a  West  London  branch,  and  comes  to 
same  revealing  conclusions  based  an  fact  rather  than  speculation. 


CHANGING  ATTITUDES 


Historians  and  the  BUF.3. 


!•  by  PETER  MARCY  I 


FOR  A  NUOX  of  years 
historians  have  been 
arguing  about  the  BUFs 
■xmtership.was  it  5,000, 
9,000,40,000,  or  50,000? 

It  does  not  an  to 
haw  occurred  to  any  af 
th™, until  recent  years, 
to  ask  former  matters, 
soe  of  Uud  are  still 
alive,  and  alaxxrt  any  of 
Una  could  have  told  torn 
Hut  fal  the  HtF  hid 
acme  9,000  active  mem¬ 
bers  for  almost  the  thole 
of  Its  existence;  [b]  that 
though  this  total  re¬ 
mained  fairly  constant, 
the  individual  waiters 
changed  from  being  act¬ 
ive  to  non-active,  de¬ 
pending  an  factors  such 
as  Wiether  car  not  they 
were  in  work.;  [cl  that 
the  non-active  mater- 
ehlp  umbered  some 
20,000;  [d]  that  there 
vns  also  a  secret  mem¬ 
bership  and,  as  no  cen¬ 
tral  record  of  this  was 
kept,  it  is  only  here 
that  there  is  datt 
about  the  total.  The 
estimate  by  Professor 
gddelsky  of  40,000  mem¬ 
bers  is  most  probably 
right. 

In  hi*  perceptive  study 


wing  social  reforms  and 
right  wing  patriotism  did 
not  put  It  In  an  extreme 
position.  Hoc ley  always 
regarded  himself  ac  a  man  of 
the  Centra. 

Although  Vabber  thinks 
that  the  BUF  had  only  5,000 
members  la  1035,  he  does  at 
least  concede  that  there  was 
e  steady  Increase  la  the 
Membership  after  1035,  and 
that  this  “nay  have 
concealed  a  subtle  shift  la 
the  social  composition  of 
the  sovwmaat  due  to  a 
revival  of  ’respectable' 
middle-class  Fascism  in  the 
couth  and  south-east  of 
England.*  Be  considers  that 
*by  1039  the  B0F  was  without 
question  s  middle-class 
organisation.  In  London 
support  came  mostly  from 
disgruntled  businessmen, 
Independent  taxi-drivers  and 
small  shopkeepers,  and 
elsewhere  In  the  country  the 
pattern  was  probably 
similar.*  Before  this,  *ln 
mid- 1934,  the  B0F  attracted, 
on  the  one  hand,  numerous 
professional  people,  ex¬ 
officers,  public  schoolboys, 
and  la  the  rural  areas 
relatively  wsalthy  farmers, 
while  on  the  other  hand  it 
found  favour  with  working- 
class  rscrults,  especially 
In  the  north,  who  were 
usually  aon-ualonised  and 
often  unemployed.* 

The  BOP's  views  on  the 


The  Blackshirts  in 


by  WILLIAM  PARSONS 


EALI1C  in  the  1930s, 
although  a  part  of 
the  old  Ocxaity  of 
Kiddlcscx.was  in  reality 
an  outer  srfuzjb  of  West; 
London,  a  fxodominately 
mdddle-cjass  residential 
area. 

How  typical  was  Ealing 
BUF  Branch's  membership 
compared  with  dozens  of 
similar  suburban  hranebes 
up  and  down  the  country? 
Apart  from  the  obvious 
advantages  of  being  in 
close  proximity  to 
the  centre  of  BUF  activ¬ 
ities, Ealing  seems  to  be 
a  reasonably  average 
branch. 

The  following  table  Indi¬ 
cates  the  nunber  of  members 
who  joined  in  the  years 
1932-1940: 


Once  again,  it  is  only  in 
1934-35  that  members  were 


near  1918-1939  (Croon, 
Helm,  1986.  £22.50.) 
C.  C.  rubber  of  the  Oalveralty 
of  Iewcs6tle  Opon  Tyne 
'examines  the  activities  sad 
beliefs  of  a  nuober  of  right 
wing  Conservatives  and  overt 
Fascists  la  Intar  -  war 
Britain.*  The  principal 
thesis  of  Vabber  la  that 
British  Fasciae  railed  very 
Kjcb  on  the  support  of 
disillusioned  Conservatives. 
Thle  may  be  so,  but  eany  of 
Its  mrabers  regarded  the  BUF 
as  a  Centra  Party,  arguing 
that  its  combination  of  left 


WHILE  K>  OTHER  AREA  of  the  Capital  hal  local 
tranches  with  four-figure  menteiship,  such  as  acme 
East  tendon  tranches,  other  Ionian  districts  ach¬ 
ieved  substantial  oaixnhlp.  In  Kingston,  it  is 
know  there  were  120  active  nadxrs,  and  in 
MhndsMorth,  support  warranted  the  creation  af  four 
egaate  formations.  Ewn  in  abntan  Ealing,  the 
■Muiiiip  in  1937  ornded  230,  before  the  influx 
of  new  motes  as  tor  clouds  gathered. 

It  dxnld  also  be  mtend  tint  a  complete 
nr*"  ■  mm  of  British  IkiLon  strength  rdxjuld  take 
into  anxamit,  the  large  nmtxr  af  sxpporters,  Wio 
for  various  reasons,  nnvrr  bone  card-carrying 
meteers,  but  vtoor  dedication  to  Mosley,  and  to 
Britain,  was  second  to  none. 


asked  their  reasons  far 
joining.  Same  examples 
follow: 

1933:  A  24-year  old  former 
public  schoolboy  working  as 
as  a  salesman: 

'Keep  out  oomunlsm  and 
do  away  with  all  weak  and 
hopeless  parties". 

1934:  A  31-year  old  married 
clerk: 

"Desire  to  see  stable  and 
progressive  Gouemmoit  and 
National  prosperity". 

1934*  An  18-year  old  flor¬ 
ists  assistant: 

’Realisation  of  the  terr¬ 
ible  state  of  affairs  in 
Europe  today".  , 

193S:  A  37-year  old  house¬ 
wife: 

"Tired  of  existing  con¬ 
dition  of  the  country". 
Other  reasons  Include: 
"Admiration  of  O.M.* 

"Ftear  of  War" 

"General  Interest  in  a 
live  Party" 

"Because  I  believe  the 
Fascists  policy  to  be  a 
genuine  cue" 

Nothing  shows  acre  clearly 
that  the  EOF  was  successful 
In  attracting  people  from 
all  walks  of  life,  and  all 
classes,  as  the  cross- 
section  of  trades  and  occu¬ 
pations  af  its  aeaberv.Some 
random  exanples  of  Ealing 
Blackshirts  give  a  good  In¬ 
dication  of  this:  school¬ 
teacher;  police  officer; 
steeplejack  icxxipany  direct¬ 
or;  milkman;  seaman rearpen- 
ter,  plus  many  clerks, 
housewives  and  unemployed. 

The  Branch  vns  formal  in 
1933  although  the  Movement 
had  members  in  the  borough 
since  1932. like  the  rest  of 
the  Country,  it  had  a  high 
turnover  of  members  in  1934 
to  1935  due  to  the  Influx 
of  'Daily  Mail*  -  readers 
after  its  front  page  story 
Tknrrah  far  the  Blackshirts* 
and  the  proprietor  Lord 
Rothermere's  support  for 
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REGULATION  EC 
SACKCLOTH  SUITS 
AND 

CANVAS  SHOES 

IT  HIS  GREAT  MEETINGS 
after  the  War , Mosley 

_ ^ _ used  to  say  that  we 

had  no  need  to  fear  any 
loss  of  national  Identity 
when  vre  entered  a  United 
Europe.  After  all,  had  our 
co-patriots  north  of  the 
border  ceased  to  be  Soots 
since  entering  the  United 
Kingdom?  We  who  listened 
at  the  time  knew  well  en¬ 
ough  where  the  real  threat 
to  our  national  identity 
came  fram,even  long  before 
the  flood-gates  of  India 
and  the  Caribbean  were 
fully  opened. 

But  when  we  united  with  the 
Soots,  we  didn't  tell  them 
that  their  haggis  should 
henceforth  conform  with  reg¬ 
ulations  appertaining  to  the 
English  sausage.  Neither  did 
we  attempt  to  bring  their 
legal  system, in  many  respects 
fundamentally  different  from 
the  English,  into  line.  No¬ 
body  ever  conplained  that 
commerce  or  the  ooonon  good 
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support  tie  Fascists  were 

least  receptive  to  the 

official  Ideology  of  the 
3 OF.  Mosley  was  an  ecoo osalc 
'moderniser',  most  of  the 
old-fashioned  Tories  who 

were  sympathetic  to  Fascism 
were  economic  reactionaries" 
Vebber  ,vho  divides  his 

theoretical  Right  Into 
categories,  the  BOF  cosing 
under  the  classification  of 
■Capitalist  Statists*  On 
page  78  be  writes: 

"...despite  the  popular  view 
that  Mosley  had  turned  to 
Fascism  because  he  developed 
an  abstract  lust  for  power, 
the  truth  was  that  Mosley 
sought  power  for  the 
specific  purpose  of  solving 
the  economic  problems  of  the 
time  and  that  bis  brand  of 
Fascism  was  as  a  resul  t 
peculiarly  programmatic  from 
the  very  beginning.  So,  In 
contrast  to  continental 
Fascism  where  the  authority 
of  the  state  was  the  first 
concern,  'In  the  BOF  the 
attack  on  the  political 
system  was  an  outgrowth  of 
an  economic  analysis'. 

tie  essence  of  the 
purely  economic  problem  bad 
been  consistently  Identified 
by  Mosley  as  one  of  under¬ 
consumption  <  a  standard  ILF 
analysis)  ,  and  this  Itself 
was  held  to  bo  the  result  of 
three  major  factors.  The 
first  was  the  lack  of 
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were  handicapped  as  a  result. 
We  lived  with  minor  dlffer- 
encies  and  aocomodated  local 
preferences.  Our  strength 
came  from  the  union  of  what 
mattered  most,  such  as  one 
market,  one  military  and  one 
monetary  system. 

Those  who  are  shaping  the 
administration  of  the  BO  see 
things  differently. They  con¬ 
fuse  unification  with  stand¬ 
ardisation  and  singularity 
with  conformity. The  national 
press  is  never  slow  to  high¬ 
light  the  worst  examples . 
Chocolate  manufactured  to  the 
British  taste  may  no  longer 
be  described:  it  does  not 
meet  the  bureaucrat's  bench¬ 
mark  for  dairy  fat  content. 
Varieties  of  apples  long  fav¬ 
oured  in  these  islands  will 
have  to  go  as  they  do  not 
appear  on  the  'approved' 
list.  Beware,  this  year's 


purchasing  power;  the  second 
mis  the  'outdated'  system  of 

distribution  which  was  do 
longer  capable  of  coping 
with  the  Increased 

productive  capacity  of 
Industry;  and  the  third  Mas 
the  Increasing  Intensity  of 
the  struggle  for  foreign 
markets  amongst  all  nations 
which  led  to  an  evor- 
dlmlnlshlng  home  market  for 
goods  produced  In  Britain. 
The  solutions  were  held  to 
be  the  creation  of  a  system 
of  Ixperiai  'autarky' . 

The  concept  of  the 
corporate  state,  though  It 
was  one  of  the  central 
planks  of  the  BffF's 
constructive  programme,  was 
not,  In  fact,  a  very  fully 
developed  Idea  la  Mosley’s 
own  thinking.  For  him  the 
essential  requirement  was  to 
create  a  system  of  managed 
<~npl  tat  Ism, herein  the 

government  could  regulate 
the  factors  of  doaund  and 
supply  by  the  manipulation 
of  wage  and  price  levels, 
end  in  this  be  had  been 
Influenced  more  by  the 
theories  of  Keynes  and  the 
examples  of  Boosevelt  than 
he  had  been  by  Mussolini  or 
by  B1  tier.  * 

I  • 

One  curious  thing  that 
emerges  f  roi  this  book  ts 
the  fierce  opposition  of 
politicians  who  night  have 
been  thought  to  have  been 
synpathetlc  to  the  Idea  to 
tbs  return  to  Gernany  of  Its 
colonies.  1-copold  Anrry.  for 


Golden  Russet  may  be  your 
last. 

The  trouble  with  petty 
bureaucrats  unchallenged  is 
that  they  grow  bolder.  Minor 
irritations  can  soon  be 
followed  by  major  nightmares. 
Opposition  to  their  brain¬ 
less  creations  should  not  be 
confused  with  lack  of  oonmit- 
ment  to  united  Europe.  But 
while  we  have  government 
luke-warm  at  best  to  that 
great  concept, this  is  exact¬ 
ly  how  it  will  be  seen. 

Harmonisation  Ln  many  ess¬ 
ential  matters  is  a  key  fact¬ 
or  in  releasing  the  full  po¬ 
tential  of  a  continent  held 
back  too  long  by  historical 
divisions. 

But  to  have  us  all  wearing 
Regulation  EC  Sackcloth  Suita 
and  Canvas  Shoes  is  not  one 
of  them. 


exaaple  had  advocated  a 
.world  system  of  co-equal 

power  blocs  and  ao 
Isolationist  Esplre,  opposed 
any  kind  of  European  or 
Aaerlcnn  alliance  and 
favoured  European  political 
unity!  Apparently  A aery 
feared  that  handing  thesa 
mandated  territories  hack 
would  ‘underalne  Imperial 
defence.*  One  wanders  what 
Aaory's  thoughts  on 
■laperlnl  defence*  were 
during  the  last  years  of  his 
life.  In  tha  de-lsporlallzod 
world  he  had  Inadvertently 
helped  to  create. 

An  Appendix  contains 
useful  Information  about 
political  organisations  and 
potted  biographies  of,  among 
others,  Carl  von  Bellalrc. 


ISSING  THE  BUS 
SECOND  TIME  ROUND 

11 1  j|HY  is  it  that  so  many 
AuTI  democratic  politic- 
Ians  seem  to  acquire 
great  wisdom  and  perception 
only  after  retiring  from 
high  office? 

The  speaker  at  this 
year's  Dinfcleby  lecture  was 
former  German  Chancellor 
Schmidt.  There  was  no  doubt 
in  his  mind  that  Russia  would 
continue  to  remain  an  econ¬ 
omic  backland  for  at  least 
the  next  20  years.  There  was 
no  question  of  a  unified 
Germany  drawing  closer  to 
Russia  at  the  expense  of 
United  Europe.  Russia  had 
nothing  to  sell  and  no  money 
to  buy.  But  she  will  remain 
a  major  military  power:  her 
nuclear  weapons  alone  guar¬ 
anteed  that.  America  will 
continue  to  be  a  great  mili¬ 
tary  and  economic  power.  (He 
obviously  hadn't  read  the 
front  page  of  the  last 
'Comrade').  Japan  would  be  a 
great  economic  but  not  mili¬ 
tary  power.  This  would  also 
be  the  case  for  Europe. 

But  it  was  on  the  question 
of  European  Monetary  Union 
that  the  well-deserved  rap 
over  the  knuckles  came.  “You 
British  stayed  out  of  the 
Cannon  Market  for  too  long 
and  had  no  say  ln  the  farm 
it  took. You  know  you'll  have 
to  join  the  Monetary  Uhlan 
sooner  or  later.  If  you  join 
now  you  can  help  to  shape 
it.  Delay  and  you  make  the 
same  mistake  again". 

Oswald  Mosley  made  the 
same  point  about  procrastin¬ 
ation  in  the  very  first  issue 
of  the  Mosley  News  Letter  way 
back  in  Novenber  1946. 

“TO  drift  and  to  lose  this 
hour  in  the  idle  talk  of  a 


for  tlmB  and  his  own 
tmlty  will  not  be  foe 
t?y  that  High  Fate 
rules  the  destlnlt 
States." 


the Earl  of  Glasgow.  Lord 

Bmwn.  Ona  proalnont  parson 
who  does  not  figure  In  this 


fomerly  Comnander-ln-Chlel 
ln  Kesopotania  and  Quarter 
Raster  General  ln  Indin, 
author  of  aany  learned 
books,  and  the  BOF's 
principal  adviser  on  Indian 
Policy. 
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"Hark!  the  sound  of  many  voices 
Eohoes  through  the  vale  of  ages 


mm 


ONGRAT 


xyjT|0  RQ6E  PKBmCE, 

widow  of  British 
Union  and  Union  Move¬ 
ment's  Charlie  Prentice 
on  her  remarriage  in 
Australia. 

The  Prentice '  s  emi¬ 
grated  some  20  years 
ago.  Rose  losing  her 
husband  in  1981. 

Seen  here  in  an 
'Action  Sales  Drive'  at 
a  'South  African  Boy¬ 
cott'  meeting  in  Traf¬ 
algar  Square  in  I960. 
Rose  was  one  of  Union 
Movement's  most  active 
woman  workers.  She  was 
appointed  National  Wom¬ 
ens  Organiser  in  1961. 

We  send  our  Best 


! Wishes  to  Roee  for  her 


iness. 


future 


world  of 
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Make  your  reservation 


1— OUR  BLACKSHIRT  DEAD 

An  Cut er  I  ranch  Blackshirt  Jits 
District  LMdtr  renem>en  him  n 
*0ne  of  th«  best  types  of 
Engttshnan.  He  often  discussed 
his  snd  his  country's  future  tt 
the  swll  caap  ue  held  for  young 
British  Union  mmBwrs.Alis.  like 
hts  Either  kilted  In  World  Wir  1. 
he  did  not  hive  nidi  of  i  future, 
nor  did  his  Country.  Or  his 
■other.  Me  ms  her  only  son.* 


MIUWI.I>{» 

tm  1 1  r*..  i  * 


The  Blackshirts  in 
4#  Ealing 


the  Movement.  They  had 
little  understanding  of  the 
BUFs  purpose,  and  when  the 
short-lived  support  was 
withdrawn,  they  left  as 
quickly  as  they  had  came. 

Interestingly,  the  Branch 
refused  admission  to  unsuit¬ 
able  recruits,  even  in  1935 
to  1936  when  recruiting  was 
poor  in  coaparison  to  the 
high  peak  of  the'Rothermere 
support'  period.  By  1937, 
the  Ealing  nenbership,  (234 
members, Hay  19371 .had  stab¬ 
ilised  and  very  few  lapsed 
memberships  or  resignations 
were  recorded. 

It  is  generally  agreed 
that  the  BUF  attracted  many 
young  people  into  its  ranks. 
Ealing  fits  this  asstcption 
In  that  the  majority  of  its 
recruits  were  in  the  age 
group  18-25.  Also,  the 
rumoured  high  female  s6pport 
is  reflected  in  that  almost 
25%  (113)  of  Ealing's  memb- 
■  ers  were  women. 

It  is  less  easy  to  give  a 
a  clear  picture  of  the  rel¬ 
igious  affiliations  of  mem¬ 
bers.  This  was  only  asked 
for  in  1934-35.  However,  on 
the  information  available, 
the  Branch  seemed  particu¬ 
larly  successful  in  the  re¬ 
cruitment  of  Catholics .This 
would  appear  to  agree  with 
the  findings  of  other  stud¬ 
ies  of  the  Movement  as  a 
whole. 

One  of  the  most  successful 
areas  of  local  recruiting  was 
with  busnen,  and  by  late 
1939, many  had  been  enrolled 
from  Hanwcll  Bus  Garage. 
This  is  In  keeping  with 
other  reports  indicating 
strong  support  far  the  BUF 
at  Hounslow  and  Sutton 
Gar  ages.  Also  very  active  in 
the  late  1930s  was  Charlie 
Watts's  Cab  Trade  Group 
which  recruited  local  taxi 
drivers  into  the  Brandi. 

With  the  exception  of  a 
few  early  British  Fascists 
and  a  sprinkling  of  former 
Enpdre  Crusaders  and  Junior 
Inperial  league  members, 
most  recruits  were  row  into 
politics. 

Cne  at  Oswald  Mosley's 
avowed  alms  an  the  form¬ 
ation  of  the  BUF  was  to 
seek  support  from  people 
outside  politics  anl  un- 
ccmmltted  to  the  'Old  Gang' 
parties. 

In  the  case  of  Ealing, 
this  is  Want  his  Movement 
achieved. 


MOKTVS.M.A:  Sth.Minaarsntth 

Branch  • u  0>  7.4.1418 

8AB«OM.Oae1d:8U:im  nrgaelsec  aM 
ipciitr.Oiforl:  !•  km<it  1490 

tnXMC.CjTErr  Carlyan:  80: 
(omr  I*  MUKm  ai>d  lecturer 
to  CollegerActlon'contrlbutor: 

On  12  August  ms 
igum.UdaW  IwmII  *01ct  * : 
■U  historian:  fornar  northern 

Organiser:  l»  Want  I98S 

BOI. H : nei tnl niter  St. George's  BU 
Founder  nStr  Clt  Trodr  Crow; . 

On  4  SMU«n  1414 
4UM0MS.T.H.1  Islington  trltlsh 
Union.  In  Septeafcer  1934 

CAlLAOW.ItaJ  tJ:  Father  of  1 
daughter  n*W>eri  and  husband 
vow an  0/ldr:  In  SgtMrr  I43B 
CHAKLCS.D.I. I  BHQ  Staff. 

In  August  1914 
OAT.A.t:  (/London  AuOealce  post 
•ar  of  rare  boots. Dublin. 

In  iotnbrr  1474 
de  LAFSSO.MaJor.PSO  1C:  BU:  40- 
Ulnae  IBB  with  Mrs.4t  Leas  so: 
A  founder  nrwOer  borvlch  tnd 
king's  lynn  Union  Movement: 

In  August  14*8 
OlkOn.B.  (trly  wart  Orison  k 
Color  BU:  l«  iepteMer  1918 

OOOmA.Jo*  Hackney  BU:I440-144S 
Mrrchant  havy:0n  74  August  1988 
DttWim.A4a.S1r  Barrr.Of  Cl  PC 
Foraer  Olr.of  Kaval  Intelligence 
t  Pres.BaCdl1ege:fou«drr  Anglo- 

Cervnn  'tint'  :0rU1nr*  I8S  :  Son 
also  detained, another  silled  In 
action  14*1  :Author*frow  Adwlral 
to  Cabin  toy*  1947.0"  |}.«.I971 
CUldfT.Tlo'sSlough  BU:  Hutbtnd 
detained  IBS:  founder  •wbfr 

Bournemouth  UN  later  StS. London 
ICUvftt.  In  SaptMbff  19B? 

ClDS.t.C,t<djr,:Mpdner:  former 
Sth. London  SU  and  IU. 

On  17  Avgmt  1966 

FIELD, 1111 :S/londQP  Union  *o*e- 
■ent:  tarly  neaoer  «ft»r  Arwy: 
at  67.  On  31  August  1964 

COODMIS.FtiUlIp:  Union  Movewnt 
Branch  Organiser.  Newport,  Isle 
Wight.  In  Septeaoer  1969 

HAST,  1.0:  Research  Dept.tU  ft  Cd. 
•Action*  briefly  1940  for  b*Ic* 
detained  1« .Pioneer  of  l*. 

In  fu^rtt  19S0 
MK0inilt<a1  Sir  Lionel  teeioley 
Holt.OC:  40  Torts  Lt. Infantry: 
2nd  loaC>ay  Lancers  ft  9th  to dMf 
|nf.:Consu1  Cen.Meshad.fhorasan 
6  Fart,  Khu/estan.  and  Persian 
Coasts  I  Islands:  IU  Candidate 
for  Chelsea.  On  11  Sept  19S1 


British 


but 


not 


the 


for 


m 


KAACAATOhlO. frank:  British  Union 
In  motor  eycla  acci¬ 
dent.  On  Saptcatier  17  1934 

Ml TQgU .Ah4row  B:  Glasgow  tm 

Haaxhaat  haay.  01*4  It  saa. 

la  SepleMev  I4S0 
OMIBJHss  title:  London  British 
speaker: French, Sarntn  and  nuslc 
teacher:  tm>r1  toned  two  years  In 
uar  for  criticising  Churchill: 
Union  Moveaent  Brancn  Leader 
St.Ntrylabone  SepUnber  *  1942 
PABflTT.il. Ji  fO.Spelthome  Brit¬ 
ish  Union.  In  August  1934 

fOBCTfJItreld:  BU  OovMod  im 

Lew Son  Oltt/lwsp.  I*  Canada. 

la  August  1988 
QCPQIO.Un  4:  Bethnal  tree.  BU 
and  un.  la  Sept eMer  1447 

■ttdJMBKjng  Martha :AU  a  noth** 

(U  4  UN's  Jack  lowUnda:At  92: 

In  August  1977  „ 
STCTB.CrlCiMltchan  speaker  Brit-. 
Ish  Union;  IBB  political  pris¬ 
oner:  On  24  August  19S* 

SMin.Beglnald'Snlftr'mpton  BU: 

In  ScpUMcr  1938 
TAH.0UI.fair:  1439s  tee  -owe, 

racing  driver:  Joined  BU  after 
start  ef  war  and  ms  detained  IBB: 
Aenslned  1 0 *n  1  supporter  ef  91 
In  UH  enttt  her  death. 

On  7  **gnt  198] 
Wm.C.f. •Charlie*:  Oltt/lnsp 

Met  tnl  ester  St. George  So :  Organ - 
Iter  Ionian  Cab  IroOe  Croup:  BU 
C.M  Leaerr  ascot  Concentration 
Cem>.  On  24  August  19 M 

muiawsoe  Money:  BNQ  launch  10: 
Author  ' t irk,  the  Otter'. 

On  1)  August  1427 


KTS.hocwu:  Ml  Accrington  4  tm 
irlghouse.  la  SepteMrr  1980 

naiincron  'Aunt  Hand':  m  a  tm 
loyal  Motley  supporter :At  100; 

la  August  1987 
jeers ^>0*1  uu  :lu  Agricultural  Adu. 
Candidate  Morshan  l  Worth  I  ng;  Be¬ 
ta  In*  <<  IBB:  im  Agricultural 

Council.  On  20  August  194] 

J0MCS0B.J.II  Bethnal  Crevu  shoe 
voter  t  IU  nrW>er:  detained  IBB. 

On  i  SepteMer  1948 
LICHTTOOT.Lten:  British  Union 

District  l fader  Guildford. 

In  4opteamer  1938 
ItACt .Beg:  alltshlre.  foraer  BO 

A/0  l dr  Ipolng.  |a  August  1968 
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‘Killed  in  action  in  the  war  which  he,  a  Blackshirt,  had 


FOUGHT  JUST  AS  COURAGEOUSLY  TO  PREVENT* 


r 


British  Union© 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 


BLACKSHIRT! 
DAM  — ^ 


BUSTER 


By  JOHN 
CHRISTIAN 


WB  ENROL  in  our  Roll  of  Honour  in  this 
issue,  another  of  Mosley's  young  sen, 
who  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  was  killed 
in  action  in  the  war  which  he,  as  a  Black¬ 
shirt,  had  fought  just  as  courageously  to 
prevent.  At  21,  'daabuster'  DENNIS  LOCAN, 
Distinguished  Flying  Medal,  who  joined 
North  Bast  Leeds  Branch  of  British  Union 
when  still  at  school  as  a  Blackshirt  Cadet, 
was  blown  to  pieces  above  the  Rhine. 

On  going  to  press  we  do  'The  Dambusters  ‘ ,  or  'the 

not  have  details  of  suicide  squadron',  as  named 


his  early  RAF  service, or  of 
citation  for  his  RFM,  our 
story  starting  with  his 
posting  from  17  OTU  to  617 
Squadron  nine  months  before 
his  death. 


#ln  Flanders  fields 
|  the  popple;  blow 
Between  the  crosses, 
row  on  row 

That  nark  our  ■ 
place; ........  t 

Let  not  so  the 


1914-1918:  The  age,  for 
we  \4n  survived  the  sronral 
Annageddon.of  our  fathers 
we  never  saw,  and  an  the 
eleventh  hour  of  the  elev¬ 
enth  day  of  the  eleventh 
day  of  the  eleventh  month 
of  that  latter  year,  the 
gus  fell  silent  on  the 
blood-drenched  battle¬ 
fields  of  Europe.  The 
greatest  war  in  history. 
Turn  to  Page  5 


in  the  RAF,  had  been  formed 
in  1943  for  one  special  job  - 
to  smash  the  Moehne  and  Eder 
Dams,  the  exploit,  with 
Barnes  Wallis's  'bouncing 
bonbs*  for  which  Wing  Comm¬ 
ander  Guy  Gibson  was  award¬ 
ed  the  Victoria  Cross.  The 
Squadron  continued  on  as  a 
'special  duties  squadron', 
all  its  crewmen  being  vol¬ 
unteers  who  could  leave  it 
anytime  they  wished. 

“Tirpitz"  booted 

A  Flight  Sergeant  and 
wireless  operator,  Dennis 
Lucan's  first  operation  was 
as  front  gunner.  It  was  a 
pin  point  attack  which  dev¬ 
astated  the  Michel in  rubber 
factory  at  Clermont  Ferrand  . 
He  was  oornnission  and 
and  joined  the  crew  with 
whom  he  was  to  die  after 
completing  27  operations 
during  that  spring  and 
summer,  including  the  barb¬ 
ing  of  the  German  battleship 
Tirpitx  in  Norway's  Alten 
Fiord  in  the  Arctic  Circle 
from  a  Russian  base  near 
Archangel . 

By  October,  the  Wemacht 
had  retreated  into  Germany, 
and  the  Americans  had  halted 


by  the  Rhine  at  the  Belfort 
Gap.  Ahead,  by  the  Swiss 
frontier  an  the  Rhine  was 
the  Kerbs  Dam,  and  it  was 
believed  the  Germans  would 
blow  the  flood-gates  to 
destroy  the  American  assault 
troops  as  the  stormed  the 
river. 

The  flood-gates  had  there¬ 
fore  to  be  smashed  before 
the  assault.lt  could  not  be 
high  level  boobing  and  dir¬ 
ect  hits  would  be  useless. 
Only  a  low  level  attack  in 
daylight  by  617  Squadron, 
loaded  with  Barnes  Wallis's 
•tallboys'  dropped  low  be¬ 
fore  the  flood-gates  to 
slide  into  the  dam  would  be 
effective,  and  the  dam  was 
heavily  defended. 

'suicide  aguad* 

And  so  it  was  that  just 
after  lunch  cn  ttvit  autumn 
dry  .almost  cn  the  annivers¬ 
ary  of  the  birth  of  his 
British  union.  Blackshirt 
airman  Dennis  Lucan  took  off 
from  Woodall  Spa  with  the 
crew  of  Lancaster  I*482,cne 
of  the  six  bcober  'suicide 
squad*  who  aimed  to  liqui¬ 
date  the  Kents  Dam  —or  be 
liquidated. 

With  them  went  a  second 
six  who  were  to  high  level 
bonb  the  target  to  draw  the 
flak,  as  were  a  Mustang 
fighter  squadron  who  with 
guns  and  rockets  would  dive 
the  flak  pits,  and  as  the 
low  level  squad  approached 
the  target  and  started  their 
bomb  run,  low  over  the  water, 
they  observed  ahead,  the 
battle  over  the  dam  in  full 
spate  according  to  plan. 

Four  of  the  Lancasters 
somehow  got  through  the 
through  the  heavy  flak, new 
directed  at  them,  dropped 
their  borrb  load,  and  they 
were  over  the  dam  and  clinb- 
ing  flat  out  for  the  safety 
of  hills.  A  fifth  lancaster 
was  hit  over  the  dam,  and  on 


*IWl  m  amlMi 

mrm  amittra, 

IMa.ra-  frit*  rat  am, 

aur* 

BWCS.tbJmk  PJ, 

?0:R.Susaox  Negt.att. 
Gloucester* :  Brighten 
Branch  British  Onion: 
killed  in  action  New. 
3  lS44dxirieUOBel  Kir 


RAF  VR:83  Sqdn:killed 
in  action  Berlin  op. 

IS  HwWn  1940:  »c- 
Mtetei  Bmpede  Air 
Pt*OE  Nmarlal:«W»?t 
Croydon  urSHHiniti 
CHZJIS, M/Off  John  H: 
RAP  VH  511  Sqdn. :  26: 
British  tktlan  speaker 
t  neuter  leytonatone 
Br. :  killed  on  ope. 
30  Ibxstar  190  off 
hoctreath :  ta>e*eml 
man, make  Air  Bra 
N  ■  lal . 

UW.BsAr.1  ROC: 
Norwood  BrBdtim  On: 
kil  led  in  action  Norm¬ 
andy  27  Cttober  1944: 
RanenberedonServlona 
Menial  .tbrwood  One 


LCCMI.P/O  Orals,  tTWi 

RAF  VR  617'ttwfcuster' 
Sqdn:21  :N/E  lends  Br. 
Ikitiah  tkdon:  killed 
in  action  Beebe  bun 
7  October  1944:burled 


36:  Leicester  Brandi 
British  Onion:  killed 
in  action  1*1  Trawler 
Northern  mover:  Wmr- 
fWio  5  1939:  Heowt.- 
ered  loaudoft  tfar 


fire,  dived  into  the  river 
bank. 

ftr  Derails  Lucan  and  the 
crew  of  1*482,  it  was  a 
chance  too  fax.  Der 
shooting  the  da,  they  went 
rand  for  a  lone  second 
run  in.  A  single  target  for 
all  the  gws.Tbey  oau^xt  it 
well  before  the  daa  with  the 
beat)  aboard.  And  then  there 
was  nothing, and  silence  far 
an  half-hour  until  a  'tall¬ 
boy'  delayed-action  fuse 
blew,  and  with  a  roar  a 
Uriait  of  witrr  rushed 
through  a  floodgate. 
TAILPIECE:  There  were  six 

■mdnrB  of  North  test  liBads 
Branch  British  tkiion  who 
the  oongit  wartime  Oovern- 
■ent  falsify  1 luted  as  po- 

tiirtial _ traitors,  and  1»- 

prisoned  them  without 
charge  or  trial. 
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Great’  Men  of  Our  Time 

FRANKLVN  D. 
ROOSEVELT 


by  PETER  MARCY 


FRANKLSN  D. ROOSEVELT  be¬ 
came  the  32nd  President 
of  the  united  States  in 
1933  Um  the  world  eoon- 
aaic  crisis  was  at  its 
worst.  He  began  his  “New 
Deal-  by  closing  all  the 
banks.  Buslnessaen  were 
asked  not  bo  reduce 
pdoes)  fanrrs  were  paid 
not  bo  produce  market¬ 
able  crops;  the  stock  ex¬ 
changes  were  controlled; 
America  went  off  the  Gold 
Standard:  and  Federal 

funds  were  used  to  initi¬ 
ate  a  vast  fuji  ms  of 
public  work  projects,  such 
as  the  TSnesaee  valley 
Authority. 

These  policies  -  very 
much  along  the  lines  of  the 
expansionist  policies  ad¬ 
vocated  for  some  years  by 
Mosley®  -  gave  Roosevelt  a 
landslide  victory  in  1936, 
and  he  then  began  to  turn 
his  attention  to  foreign 
affairs,  with  fateful  con- 


£lhe  hot,  cloudy 
inpulses  of 


Roosevelt  were  a 
catastophre  not 
only  to  the 
British  Bipire 
but  to  all 

Europe  9. . .Hoe ley 


Until  December  1941, Amer¬ 
ican  public  opinion  was 
overwhelming  1  isolational- 
ist,  so  Roosevelt  had  to 
tread  very  carefully  indeed. 

His  undeclared  foreign 
policy  objectives  were: 

0  -  The  replacement  of 
Super  Power  Britain  by 
Super  Power  America. 

0  -  Friendship  and  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Soviet 
Union. 

0  Destruction  of  the 
existing  regimes  of 


*  Pearl  Harbour  bombed:  US  at  war 


•■Tv  Vr- 

V»'p  . 


sate' 


Mm'  M 


’  fr-i*  c 

*  • 

v'-S  n+s 
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TWo  of  the  ships  destroyed  in  the  Japanese  attack 
OSS  Virginia  and  OSS  Taicssee.  'A  devastating 
blow  that  wst  have  shaken  Itoosevelt.  But  he  got 
«hat  he  wonted' 


one  of  the  trickiest  double¬ 
dealtars  in  history  -  gave 
his  "Mothers  and  Fathers  of 
Boston  Pledge":  "I  have 
said  this  before  but  1  shi  1 1 


again.  Your  are  not 
going  to  lx?  sent  out  into 
any  foreign  wars."  All  : . 

time  he  was  plotting  to  get 
Anerica  into  the  War. 

By  the  Autumn  of  1940 
Britain  was  broke  and  on 
11  December  Lord  Lothian, 
British  Ambassador  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  appealed  bo  the 
Americans  far  helpJtoosevelt 
agreed  to  get  rid  of  the 
"silly,  foolish  old  dollar- 
sign"  in  the  two  countries 
relations  and  Lend-Lease  was 
approved  on  11  March  1941. 
Though  described  by  Church¬ 
ill  as  "the  most  unsordid 
act  in  history"  it  was  far 
from  generous,  and  was 
abruptly  terminated  on  20 
August  1945. 


jointly  by  Britian  and  USA, 
and  many  British  scientists 
v«re  transferred  to  USA. 

The  Tripartite  Agreement 
between  Germany,  Italy  and 
Japan  of  27  September  1940 
gave  Roosevelt  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  he  had  long  been 
waiting  for.  He  began  to 
work  to  bring  Japaan  into  the 
war  because  this  was  the 
only  way  he  could  get  the 
American  people  to  support 
war. 

He  demanded  the  withdrawal 
of  Japan  from  China;  he 
closed  the  Panama  Canal  to 
Japanese  shipping;  he  em¬ 
bargoed  the  supply  of  petrol 
and  other  essential  mat¬ 
erials  to  Japan;  and  he  re¬ 
fused  the  Japanese  offer  of 
talks  with  Premier  Kcnoye. 

Knowing  that  Japan  had 
always  began  hostilities 
with  a  surprise  attack, 
Roosevelt  nade  sure  that  the 
US  Pacific  Fleet  was  in 


soguencies  for  the  future  Germany  and  Japan.  _  In  October  1940, Roosevelt  Hawaii  and  understrength. 


of  the  world 


Roosevelt  had  recognised 
the  Soviet  Government  in 
1933  and  he  now  suggested 
that  "aggressive  nations" 
should  be  put  into  guarr- 
antine.  He  began  to  build 
up  the  US  Navy  and  enbarked 
on  a  rearmament  programs*. 
Neutrality  Acts  had  been 
passed  in  1935  and  1937.  In 
the  autunn  of  1939  he  got 
these  amended  to  allow  pur¬ 
chases  of  war  materials. 

In  1940  he  was  elected  for 
a  third  term.  It  was  during 
this  Presidential  election 
canpaign  that  Roosevelt  - 


have  warned  the  American 
Naval  and  Military  Command¬ 
ers  at  Pearl  Harbour  were 
deliberately  withheld  from 
them. 

The  result  was  not  just 
the  "stunning  incident"  that 
would  provide  an  excuse  far 
war,  but  a  devastating  blow 
that  nust  have  shaken 
Roosevelt.  But  he  got  what 
he  wanted. 

During  the  next  four  days 
Japan  declared  war  an  USA 
and  Britain; Britain  on  Fin¬ 
land,  Hungary  and  Romania; 
the  USA,  Britain  and  Canada 
on  Japan;  Australia,  New 
Zealand  and  South  Africa  on 
Japan;  China  on  Germany  and 
Italy,  and  lastly  -  on 
11  December  -  Germany  and 
Italy  on  the  USA. 

On  14  January  1943, at  the 
Casablanca  Conference  with 
Churchill,  Roosevelt  pro- 


Mcrsley  and  his  first 
wife  Lady  Cynthia 
on  a  fishing  trip 
off  Florida  with 
Roosevelt  In  1926. 

Mosley  was  on  a 
Study  tour  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Industry  and 
technique.  Roosevelt 
became  President  six 
years  later. 


©IT  IS  a  fascinating  pnsslhl  1- 
'  I  ity  that  Mosley  was  respons¬ 
ible  for  the  germ  of  an  Idea  for 
the  "New  Deal*. From  his  election 
to  Parliament,  he  had  consist¬ 
ently  adwxatsd  a  policy  of 
(iwurmnit-di  ructed  economic  ex¬ 
pansion  During  his  fishing  trip 
it  is  unlikely  tint  the  conver¬ 
sation  was  limited  to  the  types 
and  sizes  of  the  catch  1 


European  carve  up  at  Yalta 
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as  10  years  ago  so  why 
should  oil?  The  world  sits 
in  a  sea  of  oil.  The  Palk- 
lands  floats  on  it. 
Australia  has  enough  shale 
oil  to  supply  the  whole 
world  for  at  least  30  years, 
but  its  more  expensive  to 
extract  than  Gulf  oil. 

So  we  cannot  even  claim 
that  we  are  intervening  to 
defend  our  vital  interests. 
The  long  term  availability 
of  oil  is  not  in  question. 

It's  cheap  oil  that's  In 


■n  ACOAM  HUSSEIN  is  not 
1*1  the  world's  fav- 
••  ourite  person.  But 
*fore  we  are  laiched  an 
a  war  that  could  cost  a 
■ill Inn  lives ^and  divides 
Arab  from  European  far  a 
generation, we  should  keep 
the  facts  in  perspective. 

Hew  many  people  voted  for 
the  Emir  of  Kuwait  at  their 
last  election?  To  hear 
western  leaders  squeal  you 
would  think  the  Iraqi's  had 
squashed  some  fledgling 
democracy.  In  fact  Kuwait 
was  governed  on  autocratic 
feudal  lines  by  people  who 
lined  their  pockets,  were 
unpopular  with  their  own 
people,  and  who  thought 
nothing  of  punping  oil  from 
beneath  their  neighbour's 
sand.  It's  unfortunate  that 
the  Kuwaitis  have  exchanged 
one  Arab  despot  for  another . 
But  is  it  really  our  busi¬ 
ness  to  become  involved  in 
war  to  reverse  the  event.  Or 
should  it  be  left  to  the 
Arab  world  to  sort  out, 
albeit  without  instant 
solution? 

Mosley  used  to  say  that 
Europe  should  fight  for 
Europe  only,  or  in  defence 
of  its  vital  interests.  The 
alternative, he  pointed  out, 
was  to  become  a  global  pol¬ 
iceman  responsible  for  the 
good  behaviour  of  the  whole 
world.  But  if  we  do  that, we 
condenn  our  people  bo  per¬ 
petual  war, because  there  is 
some  Gadaffi.Khcmeni  or  Idi 
Amin  spoiling  for  trouble. 

unless  it  affects  us, 
let's  keep  our  noses  out  of 
other  people's  business. 

The  Stink  of  Oil 


It  is  suggested  by 
'expert  opinion', a  grouping 
in  which  I  would  include  the 
British  and  United  States 
Governments, that  Iraqui  ex¬ 
pansion  into  Kuwait  and 
Saudi  Arabia  vrould  permit 
Saddam  Hussein  to  hold  the 
war Id  to  ransom  over  oil, 
but  as  OPEC  found  IS  years 
years  ago,  the  producers 
cannot  keep  the  price  of  oil 
artificially  high  for  long. 


2  f  Roosevelt 


Germany.  This  meant  that 
Italy  suffered  even  greater 
devastation  and  death,  for 
more  than  18  months  longer 
than  it  need  have. 

Following  his  sudden  death 
in  1945,  it  was  left  to 
Harry  S.Tnxnan  to  atbenpt 
redress  same  of  the  disast¬ 
rous  results  of  Roosevelt's 
devious  and  naive  foreign 
policies.  lie  devised  the 
Truman  Doctrine  of  economic 
aid  to  resist  the  further 
spread  of  Coonunism,  which 
was  followed  by  the  Marshall 
Plan. He  supported  the  form¬ 
ation  of  NATO  and  went  to 
South  Korea's  aid  in  the 
Korean  War. 

But  thanks  to  Roosevelt, 
most  of  the  Far  East  and 
half  of  Europe  was  enslaved 
to  Oonraunist  terror,  from 
which,  in  the  latter,  the 
orphans  of  the  Incalculable 
murdered  and  missing  are 
only  now,  after  some  50 
years,  striving  to  emerge 
in  a  triumph  of  the  human 
spirit. 

Since  then  American  mili¬ 
tary  might  has  become  in¬ 
creasingly  ineffective  - 
to  the  extent  that  it  has 
been  unable  even  to  solve 
the  problem  of  Co— mist 
regimes  an  its  awn  doorstep. 


claimed  a  policy  of  "uncon¬ 
ditional  surrender" ,  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  pro¬ 
long  the  war  by  two  years. 

In  November  1943  at  the 
Teheran  Conference,  when 
Stalin  demanded  that  50,000 
German  officers  should  be 
summarily  shot,  Roosevelt 
proposed  that  this  should  be 
reduced  to  49,500.  He  can 
hardly  have  been  joking  be¬ 
cause  at  the  Yalta  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1945 -when  enormous 
unneocessary  concessions 
were  node  to  Stalin  -  Roose¬ 
velt  expressed  the  hope  that 
Stalin  would  propose  anoth¬ 
er  such  plan. 

The  infamous  Morgan thau 
Plan  to  destroy  the  whole  of 
German  industry  and  trans¬ 
form  Germany  into  a  pastoral 
country,  even  if  it  meant 
mass  starvation, was  approv¬ 
ed  by  Roosevelt  at  Quebec  in 
September  1944.  After  the 
Potsdam  Conference  of  July 
1945  it  resulted  in  the 
transfer  of  much  of 
Germany's  industrial  plant 
to  the  Soviet  Union. 

Roosevelt's  blind  faith  in 
Stalin  resulted  in  an  easy¬ 
going  domestic  climate  v4ilch 
allowed  vast  numbers  of  Sov¬ 
iet  espionage  agents  to  op¬ 
erate  not  only  in  all  the 
atomic  weapons  and  other 
military  establishments  but 
Inside  the  ttiite  House. 

Between  1936  and  1940,  he 
had  tried  to  Induce  Musso¬ 
lini  to  attack  Hitler,  and 
when  Marshal  Radnglio  formed 
a  non-fascist.  Government  in 
1943,  Roosevelt  pressured 
him  into  announcing  that  his 
Government  was  at  war  with 


If  a  United  Europe  was 
self-sufficient  in  oil,  we 
could  cease  Interfering  in 
Arab  affairs  and  stop  fall¬ 
ing  foul  of  all  parties. 
Mosley  envisaged  that  Aust- 
tr alia, Canada, Argentina  and 
eventually  a  liberated  east¬ 
ern  Europe  should  join. 
Those  lands  would  not  only 
contain  North  Sea  and  Falk- 
.  lands  oil,  but  Romanian 
Australian  and  Canadian 
fields.  Enough  for  all  our 
needs.  The  higher  price  of 
extraction  from  the  newer 
developments  could  even 
prove  a  boon,  encouraging 
serious  energy  conversation 
and  contributing  to  the 
solution  of  global  warming. 

The  Important  factor  is 
that  to  have  true  political 
control  over  your  own 
affairs,  we  have  to  be  part 
of  an  area  containing  all 
its  own  raw  materials, manu¬ 
facturing  capacity,  food¬ 
stuffs  and  energy  supplies 
as  envisaged  by  Mosley  in 
'The  Alternative'  in  1947. 

And  we  woulAi't  have  to 
mine  the  »w,n  ■  assmit  of 
having  a  Prime  Minister 
Win-  only  role  in  to  play 


The  Gulf  Crisis  has  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  defending  the 
high  moral  ground  that  the 
politicians  and  media  would 
have  us  believe. 

It  has  everything  to  do 
with  obtaining  cheap  nil 
far  Big  Business  interests. 

0»e  London  paper  reported 
recently:  'Oil  prices  are 
now  the  highest  for  10 
years'.  Sounds  serious  put 
that  way.  But  hang  on, 
nothing  else  costs  the  same 


•  TAILPIECE:  "We  have  been 
■llklna  the  British 
financial  cow... "Roosevelt 
1940:  Harold  l.Ickes  Diary 
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Classic  and  Sportscar.  February  1989 


By  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 


Honoured  in  our  "in 
Memoriam"  column  in 
tills  issue.  Captain 
D.M.K.  Marendaz  was  also 
rightly  honoured  in  Obit- 


r 


<  Echoes  of  a  People’s  courage— Witness  to  a  Nation’s  shame* 


uaries  in  the  media  when 
he  died  on  Nowenter  6  1988 
at  the  age  of  91. 

'A  swashbuckling  ex- 
Royal  Flying  Corps  pilot, 
who  has  his  niche  in  the 
history  of  the  sports  car 
for  the  series  of  elegant 
custom  built  vehicles 
which  bore  his  name.... in 
the  Twenties  and  Thirties' 
said  the  Times.  'A  flier 


was  that  v^aptain  Marendaz, 
who  1  ike  so  many  other 
fighting  men  of  World  War  1 
had  proved  their  patriotism 
in  that  holocaust,  had  been 
imprisoned  without  charge 
or  trial  under  the  infamous 
18B  Regulation  in  World  War 
11, an  obituary  in  a  classic 
car  magazine  alone  report¬ 
ing  his  detention,  “despite 
his  unquestioned  patriot¬ 
ism"  and  who  later  were  to 


of  the  offensive, which  for 
the  first  time  massed  tanks 
were  to  be  used  in  battle. 

Marendaz  was  in  fact 
spotting  for  the  cavalry 
which  had  remained  inactive 
for  most  of  the  war.  The 
order  of  battle  was  that  the 
cavalry  would  charge  across 
the  bridge  on  the  St.Quen- 
tin-L'Escaut  Canal  at  Masn- 
ieres  after  a  gap  had  been 
forced  in  the  German  front 


took  his  Arms trong-Wh i tworth 
down  to  150  feet, risking  the 
onslaught  of  enemy  rifle 
fire.  Breaking  through  the 
fog  blanket,  he  innediately 
saw  that  the  sever  ly  damaged 
bridge  would  not  stand  the 
weight  of  a  cavalry  charge 
so  he  sent  a  message  in 
Morse,  an  action  that  prev¬ 
ented  a  disastrous  end  for 
the  cavalry. 

After  the  war  he  devoted 


of  the  old  school '  who 
'regarded  his  generations 
of  pilots  as  the  last  of 
the  true  knights  of  the 
air.... in  their  fragile 
contraptions  of  wire  and 
fabric ' .  Hie  story  was 
also  told  of  Marendaz 's 
part  in  the  historic 
battle  of  Cambrai  when 
over  300  tanks  were 
launched  on  the  German 
lines  and  when  he  was  the 
only  spotter  pilot  to  pen¬ 
etrate  the  fog  over  the 
battlefield  and  transmit 
vital  information.  They 
also  paid  tribute  to  his 
exceptional  qualities  and 
the  service  given  to  many 
aspects  of  our  national 
life. 

But  what  was  left  unsaid 
in  those  national  newsheets 


intimate  that  this  was  for 
being  a  "ooamitbed  supporter 
of  Sir  Oswald  Mosley." 

Donald  Marendaz  joined  the 
RPC  in  1916  and  was  in  com¬ 
bat  over  the  Western  Front 
after  only  twenty  hours  fly¬ 
ing.  In  November  1917,he  was 
the  only  spotter  pilot  to 
penetrate  the  fog  over  the 
battlefield  on  the  first  day 

GREAT  BRITISH 
VICTORY. 

BYNC.  STRIKES  ON 
THE  RIGHT. 

FIVE  MILE  ADVANCE. 

H1NDENBURG  LINE 
BROKEN. 

A  BATTl-E  PE  TANKS. 

6.000  PRISONERS. 

T^nouULwKl^— V,[ 

The  Times 

November  24  1917 


by  the  tanks. 

All  Allied  and  German  air¬ 
craft  had  been  grounded, but 
there  was  Marendaz, cruising 
at  5,000  feet  after  nearly 
am  hour's  climb  at  8  am 
that  cold  November  morning. 
Unable  to  see  a  thing  he 


his  tireless  energy  to  eng¬ 
ineering,  and  partnered  the 
launch  of  the  original  Alvis 
car, followed  by  the  Harseal 
which  developed  a  sports 
model  which  Captain  Marendaz 
frequently  raced  at  Brook- 
lands. 


A  British  tank  that  failed  to  bridge  a  German  trench 
In  the  1917  Cambrai  offensive 
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h h  DONALD 
^  *  MARENDAZ 

In  1926  came  the  Haren- 
daz  Special  which  over  the 
next  ten  years  established 
a  high  sporting  reputation, 
the  Captain  beating  iran> 
records  at  Montlhery  and 
Urook lands . 

The  highest  point  of  his 
achievement  was  the  Coventry 
Cl  lmax-englned  Special  raced 
by  All eon  Moss,  mother  of 
Stirling, but  in  1936,  prod¬ 
uction  ceased  at  his  Maid¬ 
enhead  factory  owing  to  the 
increasing  competition  from 

the  mass  production  car 
industry. 

Captain  Marendaz  then  de¬ 
voted  his  energy  and  abili¬ 
ties  bo  his  earl  ier  love  and 
became  the  owner  of  two  air¬ 

fields, where  at  Government 
reguest, he  set  up  flying 
schools  which  turned  out 
nearly  500  pilots,  many  of 
were  to  achieve  distinction 
in  the  Battle  of  Britain. 
He  also  designed  and  built 
three  aircraft, one  of  which 
was  a  trainer  with  a 
retractable  undercarriage 
and  could  'hover',  and  a 
Marendaz  Special  fighter 
which  he  claimed  was  super¬ 
ior  to  the  Spitfire.  Both 
were  rejected  by  the  same 


MARENDAZ  SPECIAL  REGISTER 


in  •  state  of  rebuilding,  and 
there  is  a  Marendaz  Special 
Register  which  publishes  a 
newsletter. 


The  2  litre  Coventry  Climax-engined  15/90  Marendaz 
Special  of  1935 


It  lives  on 


THERE  HERE  around  120  of  the 
custom  built.olegant  MARE RCA 7 
vehicles  manufactured  over  a 
period  of  ten  years  In  the 
Twenties  and  Thirties,  and  22 
of  these  survive. 

Some  have  been  rebuilt  or 


Air  Ministry  department 
who  rejected  Whittle's  jet 
engine. 

As  war  clouds  gathered, 
he  was  granted  facilities  - 
just  six  weeks  before  the 
British  war  declaratii-  •  to 
visit  the  Luftwaffe  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  training  of  their 
pilots. 

After  the  ar  he  emigrated 


to  South  Africa,  where  he 
was  bom,  and  manufactured 
industrial  diesel  engines, 
returning  to  Britain  in 
1971, where  in  the  seclusion 
of  his  Lincolnshire  home, he 
ensured  by  his  writings 
that  his  Marendaz  Special 
would  live  on  among  the 
names  of  the  giants  of  that 
exhilarating  age  of  1930s 


Lest  We  Forget 


the  war  to  'EM  All  Kirs' 
had  ocne  to  an  end. 

Tton  million  dead  was  the 
huun  cost.  Par  Britain  and 
the  ffeplze  a  million  dead. 
Hirer  million  uuuitel,  many 
of  whom,  boaodalled,  blind 
and  llnbless,  decorated  the 
streets  of  our  tews  and 
cities,  their  pride  sib- 
merged  to  raise  a  pittance 
to  feed  their  starving  fam¬ 
ilies  in  the  hungry  Twenties 
and  Thirties,  a  ■onoseot  to 
the  betrayal  of  'the  lost 
i^n^rAHnn1  r  and  to  Hmap 
Hx>  returned  to  live  in  the 
land  they  promised  'to  be 
fit  ftw  heroes  to  live  in.' 

But  'the  bard  faced  men 
who  did  well  out  of  the 
war',  well  invested  in  the 
political  party  system  that 
was  incapable  of  solving  the 
problem  of  poverty  in  the 
age  of  plenty,  did  grant 
the  stricken  nation  a  monu- 
-ment,  and  a  symbol  of  re¬ 
membrance  to  'Our  Glorious 
Read '.They  built  a  Cenotaph 
in  Miitehall,  and  they  re¬ 
turned  from  the  killing 
fields  of  Flanders, the  body 
of  an  Unknown  Soldier  and 
reburied  him  in  the 
Abbey  at  Westminster  an  the 
eleventh  hour  of  the  elev¬ 
enth  day  of  the  eleventh 
month  an  the  second  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  silencing  of 


the  guns. 

For  the  mass  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  people,  the  symbolism 
fulfilled  a  void  in  their 
hearts, and  for  two  decades 
on  Armistice,  later  Rememb¬ 
rance  Bay  they  paid  homage 
to  the  sacrifice  of  their 
dead  fathers  find  sons, 
brothers, uncles,  and  those 
unknown, and  for  two  minutes 
on  the  eleventh  hour  .day  and 
month, the  silence  of  remem¬ 
brance  reigned,  within  the 
confines  of  their  oun  homes , 
in  public  places, and  at  war 
Memorials  In  village,  town 
and  city.  Men  doffed  their 
hats  and  road  transport 
halted,  and  In  that  silence 
of  the  dead  grieved  at  the 
folly  of  it  all. 

The  Silent  Two  Mimtea, 
they  said,  'LEST  ME  FGKZT' 
and  'NEVER  AGAIN' . 

In  Europe, the  politicians 
got  to  work.  Germany  alone 
was  accredited  with  war 
guilt  and  pay  reparations 
which  as  economist  John 
Maynard  Keynes  predicted, 
created  'chaos  by  depressing 
German  and  other  European 
economies  to  starvation 
point*  and  that  the  Baris 
Treaty  only  settled  'polit- 
cal  grudges'.^ 

Fighting  an  election, 
British  Prime  Minister  Lloyd 
George  promised  to  'squeeze 
the  German  lemon  until  the 
pips  squeak',  but  was  later 


filled  with  dismay  at  the 
French  demands  in  the  Ver¬ 
sailles  Treaty.  Twe  shall 
have  to  fight  another  war 
all  over  again  in  25  years" 
he  said.  He  was  in  error  by 
five  years. 

For  Germany ,  whose  own  war 
dead  approached  two  million, 
with  nearly  seven  million 
military  wounded, was  forced 
to  cede  over  27,000  sq.m, 
by  redrawn  frontiers,  and 
six  million  of  her  people 
became  minorities  in  the 
newly  created  artificial 
states  of  Poland  and  Czech- 
slovakia. 

In  the  Middle  East,  prev¬ 
iously  under  Turkish  rule, 
the  politicians  also  created 
new  states  by  pen  and  rule 
across  the  desert  wastes,  and 
set  the  seal  on  the  last  50 
years  of  conflict  in  that 
area  by  the  signing  of  the 
Balfour  Declaration,  which 
In  return  for  international 
Jewish  support  for  the  war, 
Britain  vxxild  assist  in  the 
creation  of  a  national  home 
for  the  Jews  in  Palestine, 
Who  at  that  time  numbered 
only  one— tenth  of  the  Arab 
community. 

In  1939  cane  the  second 
explosion  of  devastation  and 
death,  and  one  can  but  pan¬ 
der  an  what  happened  to  that 
great  emotion  of  remembrance 
of  the  folly  of  It  all,  and 
the  tortured  anguished  cry 


motor  sport. 

It  was  also  tie  age  of 
the  birth  of  British  ininn- 
and  eany  such  «en  as  Daiald 
Kvmfaz  fomd  a  hone  wlth- 
in  its  ranks.  t*.  uu 
certainly  a  'n— i 

agpocter'  of  ttasley^ri  is 
believed  to  have  Nw  g 
personal  friend- Hob  lev  ^ 
also  ex-Royal  Flying  Carp; . 

Be  took  a  great  interest  in 

the  BUPs  Automobile  Club 
and  was  frequently  at  their 

gatherings  at  Nip, _ as  war. 

Sir  Malcolm  Cawabell  -  he 
c.iet  led  the  pennant  of  the 
BOFS  London  Ttolunbeer  Trans¬ 
port  Service  on  his  world 
woptJ  bn*»*rlng  rm  in  his 
"Bluebird"  at  Daytona  in 
March  1935. 

Detained  in  the  rue  i  of 
1940  with  several  bwtrmi 
Basley  anataiiAiB-thlri 

of  whom  were  ex-servioemro 
of  the  war  of  his  youth. 
I>xkild  Hvrenrlrz  no  ckxbt 
pcxrtcrod  cxi  the  quality  of 
the  ruling  politicians  wto 
labelled  as  potential  trait¬ 
ors,  mm  whose  loyalty  to 
Britain  was  proven  by  their 

pi-.t . 


of  'Never  Again'  as  the  pol¬ 
iticians  with  false  argument 
again  led  the  nation  to  the 
slaughter  in  ubat  for  Brit¬ 
ain  was  an  avoidable  and 
unneccessary  war. 

The  hunan  cost  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  holocaust  was  55  mil  lion 
dead,  more  than  half  civil¬ 
ians.  Large  areas  of  Europe 
handed  over  to  tyranny  that 
had  killed  more  of  its  own 
people  in  peacetime  than  the 
defeated  enemy  was  charged 
with  doing  so  in  wartime  at 
'War  Crimes'  trials, and  who 
continued  the  process  with 
the  subject  peoples.  And  a 
a  new  'Third  World'  where 
tyrant  follows  tyrant 
and  where  even  now  after 
nearly  50  years,  killings, 
mass  murder  and  civil  war 
is  the  norm. 

By  the  time  these  words 
are  read, the  decaying  bodies 
of  British  and  American  boys 
could  be  lying  under  desert 
skies,  slaughtered  In  a  new 
war  in  vbich  vital  Western 
interests  are  not  at  stake. 

Despite  the  siren  voices 
of  British  Prime  Minister 
and  American  President,  the 
'just  war'  arguments  are 
false. Above  the  rhetoric  la 
the  stink  of  cheap  oil ,  and 
even  stronger  the  smell  of 
the  machinations  of  Israel 
and  its  fifth  column  in  the 
Western  world. 

Ontll  the  problem  of 
Israel  1s  solved,  a  foreign 
state  forced  on  Arab  lands, 
there  will  be  no  peace  in 
the  Middle  East.  It  is  from 
there  that  the  major  Arab 
problems  stem. 


-¥■  Qfljc  Commemoration  Sinner  Saturday  November  17  th  1990  * 
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‘The  Spirit  Lives’ 


Boro  WER  FIFTY  YEARS  ago, 
the  Flash  and  Circle  of 
Mosley's  British  Onion 
still  flies  high  atxnie  the 
Suffolk  orxsitryside, proud¬ 
ly  proclaiming  the  faith  of 
old  oocade  KWI1)  CREASY 


as  in  its  shadow  in  October 
sunlight  at  his  hose  at 
Eye,  he  reflects  on  'the 
past  aid  future'  on  the 
80th  anniversary  of  his 


We  asked  the  'evergreen 
Creasy'-  in  the  words  of  a 
comrade  -  for  his  thoughts 
at  that  particular  moment 
of  time, and  we  publish  them 
to  mark  the  oocaslon, and  as 
a  salute  for  the  years  of 
his  steadfast  loyalty  to 
Mosley. 


THE  ci-napiit  'evergreen* 
might  have  double  inter¬ 
pretation. Green  of  charac¬ 
ter,  or  as  green  asoonifer^ 
apt  to  thrive  by  deep  root¬ 
ing  in  churchyard  and  cem¬ 
etery.  I  have  chosen  a  spot 
under  a  yew  tree  by  a  path 
frequented  by  wy  parents 
and  respected  employees,  now 
■ore  closely  to  the  earth 
of  inseperable  essence. 

The  question  is  -  if  the 
mind  is  not  Hotter,  it  has  no 
birth  or  death;  unaware  of 
Certificate  or  stanp  put  on  an 
envelope.  The  man  who  said 
'Let  my  mortal  remains  be 
buried  in  a  quiet  spot,  with- 


"Hark!  the  sound  of  many  voices 


Echoes  through  the  vale  of 


BAIiaY,Oanl«:nlackshirt  Cadet  Clapham  Br:  adopted  son  BO  Inspector 
Peter  Symes : casualty  31  AA  Coy  RK(TA)  Munich  crisis.  October  1938 
BOHR, Andy:  RPC  1914-18:BU  1933-40:  18B  political  prisoner  1940:  UM 
1948-76.  31  October  1976 

CLARK, Ernest:  British  Union  Cty.Prop.Off icer .IJurham.  Ochr+w  1937 
CeSHCtO.John  Patrick ,CXH  K1H  MIEUnd) : Superintendent  Eng.  (Rtd)  PWD 
Central  Provinces, India.  Worthing  British  Union.  11  October  193a 
DICK.Oolln  Pomeroy:  BO  businessman  NilQ  Br:  18B  political  prisoner: 
arrested  after  returning  nearly  500  servicemen  from  Dunkirk  in  his 
machine-gunned  motor  launch  1  Advance1  22  Wovenber  1953 

DCD6,C.W.  'Bill ' :  S/Croydon  Br.BIJ:  UM  Accounts  Inspector  1950,  and 
Sydenham  Branch.  At  Sidmouth, Devon.  12  October  1984 

PAL7£ ,Norah  nee  PEARSON:  BU  and  UM  Bournemouth.  October  1949 


OLD  COMRADES 


political  prisoner:  soldier, writer  .philosopher 
and  true  comrade  and  British  and  European  patriot. 30  October  1955 
TYIER.Prancls'Prank*  iLlmehouse  B0  6  CM:  father  of  UM's  Peter: 

S  October  1975 

VEALB.F .J.Pi  Brighton  BU/UM:  'Action/Unloo*  contributor:  author  of 
Advance~tp  Barbarism'  L  'Crimee  Discreetly  Vteilad' 

WAHACE.W. Vivian  1  Putney  1  BU  s  UM:18B  political  prisoner  with  sister, 
father  and  mother.  •  October  1981 

WOOSTER, Den  la:  Maidenhead  BU:  Blackshirt  funeral  followed  motorcar 
accident.  16  HOvanfaer  1934 


out  stone  to  mark  the  spot ' 
knew  the  meaning  of  eternal 
time,  its  vision  and  compass 
of  the  stars.  Mosley  knew  the 
meaning  of  this  and  thus  grew 
older  without  growing  old.  He 
was  'evergreen'. 

We  salute,  as  with  other 
great  men,  his  guidance  and 
continuing  presence . 

I  long  ago  discovered  a  man 
can  feel  ninety  at  twenty  and 
twenty  at  ninety.  Depends  on 
how  you  throw  the  dice  as  much 
as  where  it  falls.  Time  being 
timeless,  birthdays  are  but 
another  vanity  of  man.  Our 
submergence  into  life,  over 
which  we  have  no  control , 
equates  with  our  exit.  If  the 
mind  is  al lowed  or  encouraged 
in  its  strength,  it  rules  the 
body,  providing  many  safe¬ 
guards.  If  the  body  is  all¬ 


owed  to  rule  the  mind,  it  be¬ 
comes  a  poor  benefactor,  lost 
in  the  realm  of  inplausable 
expectation. 

Miile  we  can,  an  with  the 
good  work.  The  strength  of 
the  eternal  circle.  The  flash 
Incarnate,  RONALD  GREASY 

40  Ronald  Creasy  was  British 
Onion  District  loader  for  the 
Eye  Parliamentary  District 
and  later  Prospective  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Candidate.  In  1938,as 
Blackshirt  was  voted  on  to  Eye 
Borough  Council. 

Until  1931,  his  family  held 
extensive  lands  in  Norfolk 
since  the  13th  century,  and 
had  an  interest  is  more  than 
eighty  farms  in  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk. 

f «fc I  (ifced  for  f  »  Imdi  of  O.N.  by  John  Ckrlttlt" 
lOl.Otvf  II  (ouri.fownill  ItMd.tondoA.Il  Iff  f 


OBITUARY 


WITH  DEEP  RBGHBT  we  report 
tbe  (tea tiis  of  two  of 
Mosley's  faithful  women 
supporters. 

Cecelia  Hoggarth 

"Courageous , never  wavering 
and  always  ready  through 
the  difficult  years  to 
give  unstinted  help  in  the 
organisation"  writes  her 
British  Union  District 
header  of  Eye,  Suffolk, 
Ranald  Oregon.  "Fearless 
and  determined  in  every 
effort  as  with  the  rest  of 
her  family.  The  spirit  of 
her  efforts  will  remain 
entwined  in  my  memory.  She 
leaves  one  sister, Patricia 
Flowerdew  in  continued 
support." 

0Miss  Hoggarth' s  brother 
George,  who  died  in  1985, 
was  District  Treasurer  of 
Eye,  and  a  Standard  Bearer 
at  the  July, 1939,  Earl's 
Court  meeting.  A  farm¬ 
worker,  he  had  been  a  life¬ 
long  member  of  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  Section  of  the 
Transport  and  General 
Workers '  Union . 

Muriel  Marsh 

I  A  member  before 
the  war  of  British 
Union, Miss  MURIEL 

MARSH  was  in  at 
the  start  of  Union 
Movement,  one  of 
its  most  active 
women  supporters. 

At  London  Mosley 
Dinners  in  the 
1970 *s,  little 
would  younger  mem¬ 
bers  think,  that 
the  grey-haired 
older  lady  at  the 
top  table  had  once,  with 
unflinching  courage,  cont¬ 
inually  faced  at  sales 
pitches,  marches  and  meet¬ 
ings,  the  organised  thugg¬ 
ery  that  tried,  unsuccess¬ 
fully,  to  drive  the  new 
Movement  off  the  London 
streets. 

In  that  Union,  unique  to 
Mosley’s  aen  and  warn,  we 
say:  'Paraell  old  cat- 
cades'.  With  a  sigh, for  we 
loved  that  too. 


NEWSLETTER  Or  rRIEN 


‘RlarllRhirt<v  Review  of  John  Charnley's  autobiography 
Ulliunomno  fuels  British  Onion  political  prisoners 

dlld  ROSGS*  missing  personal  files  scandal 


t..  papers  relating  to  Mr  .Charnley's 

detention  no  longer  exist  f 

Home  Office  Sinister  John  Patten:  22 


MP’s  bid  to  clear 
Charnley’s  name 


Where  lies  truth  ? 


CHARNLEY'S  last  years 

«f r«  (scat  la  aa 
aasarresslwl  attract  ta 
dear  h«»  aaaw  of  treachery 
towards  kts  country. 

la  April  ISM  be  wrote  ta 
Southport  Mr  Roauuc  Fears 
for  help  la  UK»|  wsrtase 
records  lasting  bis  as  a  rnb 
la  the  aauaa's  Mcwuy 
As  «a*  of  S00  Mosley  sup- 
porters  IrtiinH  during  the 
»«.  fe«  that  ^  nut 

cause  of  imprisonment  had 
bees  shows  sod  desired  sa 
retrospective  pardoo  from 
the  GemnamL 

Bat  after  applying  la  the 
Public  Records  Office  at 
Kew  he  was  told  that  the 
records  of  his  detainmrnt 
and  tribunal  bearings  bad 
been  destroyed. 

Mr  Fears  took  up  Oiaro- 
Wy'a  coat  with  the  Horn* 
Office,  and  believes  that  the 
relevant  file*  do  exist  and 
will  show  that  "a  very  heavy 


RonnU  Feam 


hand  was  laid  on  these  In¬ 
ter  sees.” 

Charnley's  chances  of  a 
posthumous  pardon  appear 
slim. 

The  Home  Office  has  told 
Mr  Fern  that  as  Charniry 
was  Imprisoned  without  con¬ 
viction.  there  la  no  o/fesKS 
for  which  be  can  be  par- 


st  1990 


By  JOHN 
CHRISTIAN 


OMRADE? 

-■  1-  « W 


1  l-.H-S4--.Xll 


i . ii c w-n ■a^  -iv-  - 


•  ■  •  _  -IS' 


@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 
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RAP(VR):156  Sqdnikll  led  In 
action  Berlin  op.  January 
]  1944 tags  20:Brlghtcn  «r 
British  (kdoni  name  In¬ 
scribed  Mr  Force  Memorial 


COMRADES 
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P.A.J.  i  RAFIVR)  : 


102  SqdnimlMing  Mannheim 
operation  Deoerter  6  1944 
*je  22 1  Ealing  Branch 
British  Union i  burled 
Abbeville  Oomnunal  Cemet¬ 
ery, France. 
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OUR  BLACKSHI 


One  more  of  Mosley 'a  young 
men  of  the  1930a,  joins 
British  Chinn's  Roll  of 
Honour,  his  death  dis¬ 
covered  In  our  qiwst  to 
bequeath  to  posterity 
true  story  or  the  sr>T 


nobility  of  their  cause. 

their  honour  beasirched 
by  mscnrulous  politic¬ 
ians  the  they  derfal  In 
death,  their  eiwla  trill 
forever  live  aa  the  qual¬ 
ity  at  sacrifice  In  ths 
true  Patriot  lw. 

Sgt.Pilot  Peter  Grant 


Tires  HEEXS  after  passing 
out  at  RAF  102  9guadran 
Heavy  Conversion  Unit  at 
Pxkllngtcn,  Torts .,  22-year 
old  Peter  Grant  was  pilot¬ 
ing  Halifax  W79U  In  s 
night  raid  on  Kinrhaln,hla 
third  operation.  looted 
■isslng.he  was  later  found 
to  have  crashed  in  France . 

He  died  on  almost  his 
fourth  anniversary  of  Join¬ 
ing  British  union's  Ealing 
Branch,  a  clerk  and  former 
student  of  Journalise.  His 
recruiter  was  Maurice,  one 
of  Ealing's  five  Brining 
brothers. 

When  war  came,  with  a 
bought  duplicator  he  edited 
a  Branch  newsletter  Digest 
to  keep  (renters  informed.  A 
colleague  edited  another. 
Poops, for  Acton  Branch  un¬ 
til  April  1940  when  they 
both  Joined  the  Servioes. 

For  Peter  It  wss  RAP 
training  In  Canada,  but  for 
his  fellow-editor  it  wss  in¬ 
carceration  without  char^ 
or  trial  In  a  British  con¬ 
centration  casr>  after  his 
arrest  ac  hU  A ray  unit  a 
few  weeks  after  enlistment. 

Che  prnWa  on  the  last 
thoughts  of  the  you*]  Peter 
as  he  fought  the  losing 
battle  to  nurse  his  charge 
back  to  the  ftigland  he 
loved,  for  whom  in  the 
cause  of  duty  he  was  soon 
to  die. 

Did  the  laureling  faces  of 
his  Ealing  Blackshirt  com 
racks  fleetingly  appear  to 
warm  and  nourish  the  final 
seccnia  -  his  editor  friend 
-  his  District  TssVr  Bob 
ling  and  Guy  Brining, 
all  in  British  con¬ 
centration  maps, and  Guy's 
is  other  Clamant,  four 
months  dead  in  a  German 
concentration  ceep? 

Mhs  the  last  11 


at  ions  of  the 


Halifax  and  the  silence  of 


From  Blackshirts  to  tORLgusinessman 


irmsklrk  Advertise! 


fhe  Blackshirts  in 


#THE  FRONT  PACE  story  of 
of  Sgt.P1 lot  PETER  GRANT. his 
Ilf*  In  British  Union,  and 
Ms  death  In  the  RAF,  becaae 
possible  because  of  the  art¬ 
icle  on  Ealing  Blackshirts 
In  the  August  /  September 
Cowade. 

Our  contributor  M1LL1AH 
PARSONS  would  appreciate  any 
Information  that  readers 
might  have  on  further  nepers 
of  Ealing  BU  Branch.  [Ed] 


•I  ask  all  readers,  whether 
or  not  they  have  bought  the 
Chamley  book,  to  order  it 
through  their  local  library 
to  ensure  It  Is  read  by  a 
wide  audience:  to  acquaint 
the  younger  generation,  and 
those  yet  to  cone,  wltn  the 
Idea lisa  of  the  Blackshirt 
struggle  for  a  Greater 
Britain,  and  as  a  tribute  to 
a  brave  and  loyel  cowade. 

(Ed) 
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1 1  Where  lies  truth? 


only  to  the  end,  but  beyond, 
for  he  new  fights  on  frcnt  the 
grave.  He  fights  not  just  for 
posthemous  justice  for  him¬ 
self,  but  for  over  700  of  his 
British  Union  comrades,  the 
majority  now  dead,  who  were 
also  imprisoned  as  'potential 
traitors',  and  whose  files 
are  officially  'destroyed',  a 
scandal  first  highlighted  in 
Ctanrads  of  March  1987. 

He  can  now  report  after 
seeing  Chamley 's  private 
papers,  that  after  the  events 
described  in  his  booh, and  the 
last  letters  from  his  HP  and 
the  Minister,  he  addressed  a 
final  letter  to  tana  Id  Heard 
ashing  “*Biy  not  come  and  see 
me... or  is  this  too  ouch  bo 
expect*.  He  protested  that 
"Both  yourself  and  John  Patten 
seem  to  have  completely  mis¬ 
read  sy  purpose  in  my  writing 
to  70a.  I  did  not  for  a 
pardon,  taw  could  I?  I  had 
bcohen  no  law.  I  am  ashing  for 
restitution  of  ay  character 
and  good  name.  I  did  no  sore 
than  Chatham,  Qurles  James 
Ptxc,  Lloyd  George, and  Leaders 
of  the  Parliamentary  Takrvir 
Party  had  done  in  the  past,  and 
their  characters  were  not  im¬ 
pugned  nor  were  they  arrested 
as  potential  traitors.  The 
'Petition  of  Ban  Riots' 
covers  more  than  pardoning  a 
oonvlctlan.lt  also  allows  for 
restitution  of  dhyiity  to 
those  on  justly  deprived  of  It, 
and  this  can  only  be  achieved 
by  tarllamentary  action. Hence 
my  appeal  to  yon  as  sy  duly 
elected  representative*. 

He  continued:  "My  intransi¬ 
gence  has  alwys  been  com 
pounded  of  honesty  and  truth, 
and  la  as  evident  today,  even 
though  I  an  an  Invalid  and 
confined  to  a  wheelchair.  The 
body  nay  be  weak,  but  the 
spirit  still  buns  and  will 
not  be  quenched.  I  do  not 
intend  to  die  in  silent 
obscurity,  and  copies  of  my 
will  still  be 


Blackshirts 
and  Roses' 


■  published 
autobiography, 
since  the  birth  of 
Mosley's  BUP  in  1932, 
of  one  of  his  early 
Blackshirts. 

Me  montage  reviews 
of  John  Chamley' 8 
life  story 


4  A  testimony  of  hie  life  long  support  of 
British  Union  of  Fascists  leader  Oswald  Mosley. 

. a  compelling  documentation  of  one  man's 

lasting  conrnrlttment. Liverpool  Dally  Post 
4a  vivid  picture  of  working-class  England  in 
the  19X08  and  early  '30e)  Isle  of  Men  Examiner 


23  August  1990 


Mosley  to  be 

stirred  by  IStreetfighting  years: 

fascist  book  ’a"?  1  - 

•» t-u.  shall  remain  so  a 


Var  internee  s  story 
of  Blackshirt  boys 


Mestem  Morning  News 
18  August  1990 


Advertisement 


'HLAOCSHIKTS  MD  HOSES: 
An  autobiography  by  John 
Chamley’ 

This  hardback  booh.conplete 
with  photographs ,  tel  Is  the 
full  story  of  a  leading 
Northern  Officer  of  British 
Union  and  contains  a  vivid 
description  of  local 
activities,  leading  BU 
personalities,  the  'Battle 
of  Cable  Street',  the  1939 
Earls  Court  Peace  Rally  and 
life  under  18B  detention 
in  world  War  11. 

Rr1c*  114.45  (Inc.  PIP)  from: 
IrKMqar  Pub  11  ci Horn 
27 .Old  Gloucester  Street 
London.  WClm  3U 


classified  advertisements  did 
appear  in  the  Bbdbsksrl  in  1936. 

Headed  Tascists  Need  Fast 
Cars'  the  ad  read  as  ioOows;  ‘A 

wrll-known  manufacturer  of 
British  fast  sports  cars  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  to  the  election 
fund  5%  of  purchase  price  on  aD 
can  new  or  secondhand  bought 
by  fasosts.  For  obvious  reasons 
the  name  of  the  manufacturer 
must  remain  anonymous.  For 
details  write  to  Box  530, 
Sanctuary  Press  Ltd,  Sanctuary 
Buildings,  Crest  Smith  Street, 
Westminster*.  I  wonder  if  it  was 
SSCanLtdf 


Janua 


A  WKTIOH  of  the  BUF  1» 
■otorlng  historian  MICHAEL 
M0HTH1N6T0M-HILLIAMS  feat¬ 
ure  on  the  Hatton  car  was 
the  precursor  of  further 
publication  of  1930s  history 
In  an  area  of  autual 
Interest 


Mosley’s  airmen 
and  racing  drivers 


Correction 


More  on  Hampton 

I  think  the  Hampton  feature 
has  provoked  more  correspon¬ 
dence  than  any  other  one-make 
history  I  have  ever  attempted 
in  The  AvtsmoMr,  and  interest¬ 
ing  feed-back  is  still  being 
received  From  the  historian  of 
the  British  Union  of  Fascists, 

who  received  it  from  a  reader 
In  Australia,  comes  a  further 
snippet  concerning  Thomas 
God  man.  the  Receiver  who 
mans  ;ed  Hampton's  affairs  in 
the  early  thirties.  He  was 
remembered  as  an  important 
man  in  the  Cheltenham  branch 
of  the  BUF.  who  dabbled  in 
motorcars  and  aeroplanes,  and 
was  always  to  be  seen  around 
the  Black  House  (the  BUF  NHQ 
in  Chelsea)  in  the  early  thirties. 
He  was  apparently  nicknamed 
‘Gcoring  of  the  West". 


Automobile 


Items  COHAN,  the  Receiver,  was  the  son  of  the 
Mayor  of  Gloucester,  and  a  neater  of  Sir  Oswald  Mceley's  British 
Orion  Of  Fascists-...9  The  Automobile:  April  1990 


1991 


COMRADE 


New  Year  Greetings— 1 
to  our  readers 


DONALD 

MARENDAZ 


MR  ARE  INtHITH)  to  John  9sasr, 

Registrar  of  the  Marendaz 
Special  Register,  for  point¬ 
ing  out  that  we  were  in  error 
In  describing  Captain  D.M.K. 
Marendaz  as  South  African  born 
in  our  last  issue. 

nr  Suw  tails  us  that  he  .-m 
■of  Swiss  origins, hia  ancest¬ 
ors  case  to  llvs  in  South 
ttolea  In  the  19th  century.  He 
was  barn  at  Margaa  in 
ri  iv  ■  'Jim  and  ana  educated  at 
<fcaa  on  Wye  Sr  sonar  School. He 
was  very  proud  of  hie  British 
nationality. * 

Delighted  to  put  straight 
the  record  an  Captain 
Marendaz,  who  readers  will 
noted  has  infiltrated  else¬ 
where  on  this  page. 

Prowl  to  be  British.  Ah, 
Wist,  sfories  it  conjures  <*>. 


Hampton 

postscript 

My  feature  on  Hampton  can 
continuea  to  produce  a  healthy 
pcatbag.  the  latest  letter  being 
received  from  "John  Christian', 
the  Editor  of  "Comrade 
newsletter  of  the  Friends  of 
Oswald  Mosley.  In  case  it 
night  be  thought  that  what  fat- 
lows  is  in  any  way  intruded  to 
be  an  endorsement  of  'Mr. 
Christian*!'  (or  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley's)  fascist  view*.  I  must 
make  it  quite  clear  that  they  are 
abhorrent  to  me.  The  letter  is 
interesting,  however.  In  that  it 
throws  some  light  an  motoring 
personalities  in  the  thirties. 

The  letter  was  prompted  by 
my  reference  to  Thomas 
God  man.  the  Receiver  of  the 
Hampton  company,  and  "Mr. 
Christian'  points  out  that 
although  Godman  was  later  a 
member  of  the  British  Union  of 
Fascists,  he  would  not  have 
been  In  1931  since  they  were 


1932.  No  doubt,  however,  Mr. 
God  man's  views  were  already 
formed  by  1931,  particularly 
since  Mussolini's  views  had 
been  expounded  In  British 
magazines  like  'English  Life' 
from  1924  onwards.  Godman 
was  also  a  member  of  the 
Gloucestershire  Blackshirt 
Flying  Quh.  and  "Mr.  Qinahan' 
has  a  photo  of  him  in  uniform 
weh  two  ether  cf  the  dub  s  kmlew 

Mr  Christian’  asks  if  1  am 

privy  to  Captain  DM  K.  Mar- 
endazb  long  and  distinguished 
life  —  obviously  hr  did  not 
read  my  feature  on  Marendaz 
In  the  May  19BS  issue. 
Marendaz  was  an  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  Mosley  and  s 
member  of  the  Blip's  National 
Headquarters  Automobile 
Chib.  My  feature  mentions  his 
wartime  internment  (it  was  at 
Ascot)  kr  ha  facet  sympathies. 

Apparently  a  number  of 
racing  driven  were  attracted 
by  Mosley’s  British  Union,  and 
"Mr.  Christian'  mentioned  Mrs. 
Douglass  Duff  (who  also  held 
lav 


connection 

The  Protestor  Low  article  contin¬ 
ues  to  provoke  a  healthy  corre¬ 
spondence  from  reader*,  aa  docs 
the  Hampton  article,  particularly 
concerning  the  activities  of  the 
fascist  Recover  Thomas  Godman, 
under  whose  direction  the  com¬ 
pany  spent  its  final  days. 
Conveniently  linking  the  two  atta¬ 
cks  is  Dus  photograph  sent  in  by 
John  Shaw,  Registrar  of  the 
Marendaz  Special  Register,  show¬ 
ing  both  Captain  D.M.K. 
Marendaz  (a  gentleman  of  pro¬ 
nounced  right  wing  pe maaaktra) 
and  Professor  Low,  together  with 
John  Sawyer  FRGS.  with  the 
Marendaz  Special  in  which  the 
Utter  driver  traversed  Africa  and 
Eritrea  in  1932. 

The  Late  Michael  Sedgwick 
confirmed  to  John  that 
Marendaz  was  not  only  friendly 
with  Oswald  Mosley,  but  also 
with  Reich  Marshall  Coering, 
and  was  apparently  shown  over 
a  Luftwaffe  airfield  Just  fourteen 
days  before  war  was  declared. 
Marendax*s  Barton  Airfield  was 


Taylour  (who  he  describes  a a 
possibly  Britain's  finest  driver) 
and  *  Lancashire  man  named 
W.  G.  Barlow.  All  were  appar¬ 
ently  imprisoned  under  the 
wartime  18B  Defence  Regu¬ 
lation.  *Mz  Christian*  indicates 
that  Sir  Malcolm  Campbell  was 
also  a  frerpient  visitor  to  the 
BUFs  NHQ,  although  he  does 
not  suggest  that  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  He  does  point  out,  howev¬ 
er,  that  on  7th  March  1935 
when  creating  the  land  speed 
record,  Campbell  carried  the 
pennant  of  the  BUFs  Volunteer 
Transport  Service.  Such  pen¬ 
nants,  and  the  badge  of  the 
BUFs  Automobile  club  are 
now  eagerly  sought  by  collec¬ 
tors,  but  *Mr.  Christian'  Is  Incor¬ 
rect  when  he  states  that 
Campbell  was  at  Daytona  and 
the  record  was  301.12  mph. 
The  Utter  figure  was  not 
achieved  until  August  1935,'at 


Automobile 

t  1990 


Left:  Ceptem  D.  M.  K. 

Merendez  i Handing  left),  /aka 
Sewer  (el  the  wheel)  with 
Prvfessor  Lew  (Handing  right) 
end  the  Me  render  Special  which 
Sewer  drove  across  Africa  and 
Entree  in  1932. 


an  of  The  Friends  of  Oswald 
Moalev.  confirms  (hat  a  sens  of 


Our  archive  pictures  orient 
(above)  .leaders  of  Gloucester 
Flying  and  Gliding  Cltto,  1934. 
J.D. Logan,  Tlras  Go  tain,  and 
A. E. Neale.  Rdtrs  of  the  dub 
(below)  march  to  a  flying  trip 


Tk!rty-riv«  peepl* 
tarMlag  ■  im  >1—  ptr- 
•••wl  k*d>irm a  rtf  mi  fsarM 
k*4*r  Sir  OnvaM  M«kr. 
■tff  rtp«-WtJ  U  iUr«4 
Jrvltli  Itiiiri  ki< 


Comrade  Febru«ry/M«rch  1990 


COMRADE 


Manchester  Social  postponed-  We  will  be  hack 


We  always 


come  back 


WE  APCI/xnrE  to  all  our  northern 
fiiftrti  for  trim  last  Bimbo 
postponement  of  the  Buffet  In 
Manchester  In  September.  Ms  were 
able,  with  one  exception,  to  con¬ 
tact  all  Wio  had  booted,  thus 
preventing  wasted  jonneyB. 

The  venue  was  cancelled  at  24 
hours  notice  by  the  hotel  owner 
following  the  rubbish  that  appeared 
in  the  northern  Jewish  Gazette,  the 


only  accurate  information  being  the 
hotel  and  date. 

Interviewed  by  the  Editor ,who  was 
resident  In  the  hotel,  the  owner 
stated  that  his  hotel  had  for  four 
been  subject  to  bomb  threats  and 
his  staff  subjected  to  physical 
threats  because  of  the  booking, and 
that  safety  of  hotel  and  staff  was 
the  priority. 

Although  the  Editor  was  prepared 
to  welcome  arrivals  as  his  guests 
in  his  apartment, it  was  felt  that 
in  the  circumstances, PCM  would  not 
subject  the  hotel  and  staff  bo 
further  harassment. 

A  further  consideration  was  that 
our  Manchester  associate  who  had 
booked  the  venue,  had  been  visited 
earlier  in  the  week  by  Special 
Branch  and  Informed  that  '  tbe  news 
had  leaked'  to  the  opposition'  and 
there  was  likely  to  be  'hostile 
demonstrations',  a  view  they  also 
submitted  to  the  hotel  owner. 
Although  POM  are  not  inexperienced 
in  such  matters.  It  was  felt,  that 
as  a  number  of  our  guests  would  be 
elderly,  we  would  not  subject  them 
on  that  occasion  to  such  harass¬ 
ment. 

The  Special  Branch's  'hostile 
demonstrators '  did  not  appear 
although  the  editor  and  Manchester 
friends  were  present  to  meet  them. 
The  only  hostility  was  a  further 
bomb  hoax  at  the  s^ieduled  time  of 
the  Social,  necessitating  a  police 
search  of  the  hotel. 

Representations  were  afterwards 
■ode  to  Chief  Constable  Sir  James 
Andertm,pr>lntlng  out  the  atilni. 
role  of  Special  Branch  in  the 
affair,  given  the  trlrin»i  back- 
Stand  of  some  informants.  Be  has 
agreed  to  examine  those  aspects 
Sblch  uonoan  or  effect  the 
police.* 

The  Jewish  Gazette  and  another 


P«M*r  wane  also  persuaded  bo  ptb>- 
llsh  sane  retraction  of  the  dis- 
ln&mmation  previously  published. 
He’ll  be  bock. 


[Comrade! 


WITH  THIS  ISSUE  'Cow  14,-  ewtfl  Us  St*. 
fHr.  A  frw  welitttf  fmM  entirely 
by  voluntary  donation.  It  started  Just 
•1  IS  Information  short  It  has  expended 
to  t  Journal  that  Is  ratpoctad  In  arrss 
bayond  Friends  of  O.M. 

In  1991  It  will  renaln  a  free  Journal 
but  would  rewind  our  rvadort  who  kindly 
sand  Haw  Taar  donations,  of  the  tear 
Increasing  postal  and  production  costs. 


FASCISTS 
I  THREAT  AT 
^SEMINAR 


THE  Kune  British  National 
Party  n  staging  a  major  ‘Holo¬ 
caust  Seminar*  in  Manchester  on 
Sunday  .'The  police  any  it  cant  be 

¥hc^  organisers  arc  the 
“Frienda  of  Mosley'  and  apeakrrs 
include  John  Wsrburton,  a 
Mosley  bodyguard  during  the 
1960a.  Copies  of  “The  Holocaust 
News*  will  be  sold,  and  revision- 
iat  idens  discussed 

Details  of  the  private  meeting 
at  the  Mitre  Hotel  were  discov¬ 
ered  by  a  local  investigator  lor 
Searehlight,  the  anil  Fascist 
magazine,  who  tape-recorded  a 
telephone  conversation  with  a 
BNP  member. 

JocNathan,  Jewish  Represen¬ 
tative  Council  President,  has  ap¬ 
proached  the  police  to  sec  if  the 

event  came  under  the  incitement 

Is  hate-  clause  of  the  kat  Rela¬ 
tions  Act. 

But  a  police  spokesman  said 
because  the  meeting  was  private 
they  could  not  I nlervene  unless  a 
bleach  of  the  peace  occurred  and 
a  complaint  was  made 

Police  Ldicve  tha  Kncnde  of 
Mosley  may  be  an  oflahooc  of  the 


haa  also  used  the  Mitre  Hotel. 
Membenareofquite  mature 
yean*  and  know  Mosley  in 
tha  1930a. 

A  police  spokesman  said: 
‘enquiries  ore  continuing  at  a 
very,  very  high  level.  I  can 
assure  you  whatever  alas  our 
investigations  turn  up  there 
will  bea  police  presence  avail¬ 
able  on  Sunday,  to  ensure 
there  will  not  he  a  problem 
from  the  Mitre.* 

European  MP  Gary  Utley 
was  incensed  when  told  of  the 
event  by  the  Jewish  Gazette. 
It  was  he  said,  an  attempt  to 
rewrite  history  just  as 
Goebbels  had,  and  *a  deliber¬ 
ate  attempt  at  incitement 
because  it  cornea  hard  on  tha 
heels  of  tha  cemetery  desecra¬ 
tions. 

'People  should  make  their 
feelings  pretty  well  felt,* 
added  Mr.  Tltley. 

A  group  of  Jewish  and  non- 
Jewish  anti-Fascists  will 
monitor  tha  situation  during 
live  weekend  aa  they  believe 
many  Mosleyite  sympathis¬ 
er  will  he  In  town 


I  Jewish  Gazette 
14  Septeeber  1990 


MEETING 

CANCELLED 


LAST  Sunday's  proposed 
Fascist  "Holocaust  seminar" 
at  tha  Mitre*  Hotsl,  Man- 
cheater  was  cancelled  U 
liceitMc. 

Ha  decided  tha  meeting 
“wasn't  suitable  for  his  prem¬ 
ises.  Ha  was  made  fully  a  wars 

tha  situation."  a  police 


About  70  peonle  had  been 
due  Is  attend  the  event  or 

F tamed  by  a  National  Front 
srty  froup  named  the 
Friends  of  Mosley. 

The  police  spokesman  aa  id: 
"Tha  1  icenaes  was  in  no  doubt, 
not  only  of  tha  nature  of  the 
mooting,  but  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  which  might  arias  so 
ha  dscided  that  having  it  was 
not  a  good  ides." 

Joe  Nathan,  Jewish  Rep¬ 
resentative  Council  presi 
dent,  believed  the  meeting 
was  cancelled  bv  tha  Fascists 
through  Lack  of  support  and 
because  they  had  learned  of  a 
possible  counter -densonstre 
tion  by  anti-Faarista. 

Mr.  Nathan  added:  "1  am 
prepared  to  co-operate  with 
any  anti-Fasciata  who  were 
sriively  put  down  the  extreme 
right-w 


TOP-BANKING  tsscUla 
kit  le  rail  mil  i  were* 


John  is  a 
Friend  of 
Mosley 

•  JOHN  Warburton,  a  life 
member  of  the  National  Un¬ 
ion  of  Journalists,  haa  asked 
ua  to  point  out  that  the  meet¬ 
ing  planned  to  take  place  at 
the  Mitre  Hotel  which  was 
thought  to  have  been  organ¬ 
ised  for  the  British  National 
party  waa,  in  fact,  booked  by 
the  Friends  of  Oswald  Mosley, 
(which  we  did  report  in  our 
story). 

•  Mr  Warburton  said  the  pur¬ 
pose  was  to  launch  a  newly 
published  autobiography  by  a 
deceased  member  and  not  to 
hold  a  Holocaust  seminar.  Mr 
Warburton,  a  Council  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Friends  of  Mosley 
save  his  group  has  no  linn 
with  the  NF,  or  the  British 

ationai  I*-— 


Jewish  Gazette 
12  October  1990 


Reason  for  our  meeting 


I  REFER  le  yeur  .lory  (September  Zl) 
of  the  gathering  that  had  been  arranged 
at  the  Mitre  Hotel  on  September  1C. 

It  was  not  a  “secret  right-wing  summit 
on  the  Holocaust  and  the  Jewish  ques¬ 
tion".  but  a  social  bulTet  on  behalf  of 
Friends  of  Oswald  Mosley  with  whom  I 
am  associated. 

It  had  been  advertised  In  our  journal 
“Comrade"  for  two  months  and  was  a 
repeat  of  a  similar  ftinction  a  year  ago. 
with  the  added  purpose  that  a  publish¬ 
ing  firm's  representatives  were  to  be 
present  to  promote  the  recently- 
published  autobiography  of  one  of  our 
deceased  associates. 

KOU  were  out  associated  and  are  not. 


linked  with  the  British  National  Party 
or  other  organisation. 

The  function  was  cancelled  by  the 
hotel  proprietor  because  of  bomb 
threats  and  physical  harrassment  of  his 
staff  by  criminal  elements.  The  “advice" 
given  by  Special  Branch  to  the  owner 
leaves  much  to  be  desired 

Friends  of  OM  does  not  hold  public 
meetings  or  recruit  members,  and  is  not 
politically  active  Its  main  purpose  ts  to 
expose  the  falsehoods  built  up  on 
Mosley  and  his  men 

John  Warburton 

Manchester  Metro-News'™ 
19  October  1990 


THATCHER  OUT  7 

Signs  are  pointing  strongly  to 

a  r 


MB  THANK  or  anesrymjus 
paratrooper  for  trie  phetez- 
grapri  of  ex-BlacfcixLrt 
FRED  YKATMAN'a  grave  at 
Oostertieek  War  Cemetery, 
Arnhem. 

He  writes: "We  read  about 
comrade  Yeatman.  [  Occur ade 
August  |  September  1990].  we 
called  on  him  and  gave  him 
a  small  ♦  with  poppy-  1950s 
Para* 

The  inscription  reads: 
927243  S.Sjt.  F.J.Yeatman, 
Glider  Pilot  Regiment, Army 
Air  Corps,  24- 25th  September 
1944, Age  28. 
i  good  Niorr  dear  ftod 
PLEASE  000  IT  WIU,  SOON  BE 
0000  MORNING  9 


January  1991 


(■■■8  HAVE  a  higher  percentage  of  women  candidates  than  any  other  party  in  this  country  and  they 

lHf  play  a  part  of  basic  equality.  Vte  are  pledged  to  oonplete  sex  equality . my  Movement  has  been 

Hlf  largely  built  up  by  the  fanaticism  of  women;  they  hold  ideals  with  a  tremendous  passion. 
Without  women  I  could  not  have  got  a  quarter  of  the  way .5 

Hos1*y  during  1nteroq«t1oi>  In  1940:  H0283/13  PRO  ICew 


ONE  OF 
THOSE 
WOMEN 


FOREVER  WOSLET 

Wien  I  read  the  orticue  try  Bill 
DcxJs  in  ■Oasrade  last  year,  .it 
reflected  in  seen  say  my  feel¬ 
ings  the  day  that  Mosley  died. 

X  was  so  sad  and  had  no  one  to 
talk  to.  So  I  penned  my  thoughts. 
Though  not  wanderful  verse, they 
are  straight  f  ran  the  heart. 

Tho  day  wo  hoard  that  Hooloy 
disd.a  part  of  tto  died  too. 
Vhat  a  wonderful  Loader  this 
loud  might  have  had. 

If  tho  many  had  followed  tho 
fma. 

Bo  could  have  had  an  oaoy 
Hfo,  inotoad  ho  ehooo  to 
fight: 

For  tho  good  of  door  old 
tngland. 

Its  people  to  units. 

But  tlmo  uao  running  out;  tho 
uar  coma  to  intervene. 

If  that  had  novor  happened, 
who  knaio  uhat  might  have 
boon. 

Haybo  othoro  yot  unkncun  will 
ond  tho  otrugglo  otartod 
long  ago. 

And  roap  tho  harvest  from  tho 
imIi  m  set  to  gran. 

As  im  give  a  loot  saluts ,  end 
say  a  oad  farouslt, 

Vo  oay  “Cod  Blooo  you  Hooloy-, 
in  our  hoarto  you  will  ever 
dtollm  ! 

1  Hilsh  Clacton 


ril/May  1990 


KM. OUSTS  VALS3,  of  Claetos,  bus. 


A  lamer  inMi  of  Llsehouxe  B.P, 
•ho  has  been  miitlti  b;  bar  m- 
orlva,  •  young  student  ruurdi 
British  Union.  Eaat  London  boforo 
tba  wax.  "Ha  talla  ma  that  ha 
often  walks  through  Pucka tt  Straot, 


{ forma r  heedquer taro )  to  raeraato 
'ataoaphara '  of  tha  thirty's"  aha 

a  aid. 

Onm  troaaurad  memory,  tba  19**5 
Baualoe  orgaalaad  by  tha  1Q>  Dat- 
aiaaaa  fund  at  tha  BotuI  Hotel, Bot¬ 
tom, "vben  wa  aat  tha  Leader  ao3 
Lady  Diana  for  tha  first  tins  sloes 
tha  war,  and  tha;  and  nan;  othara 
algstd  a;  progranme". 

Va  too  rasas  bar  old  frland 


CCMRADE 


Decmober  8th  1990  Clacton  Hospital 

My  Dear  Friend*, 

Although  we  have  never  met »  ue  are  all 
friend*  of  Hoe  ley. 

This  i*  a  letter  of  farewell.  I  have 
been  here  for  two  weeks  and  have  inoperable 
cancer.  I  ce*  going  to  Colchester  to  have 
an  operation  to  atop  ay  jaundice,  and  then 
brought  book  here  until  the  end. 

Thank  you  for  making  my  last  few  years 
happier  by  mending  me  Comrade . 

In  Union , 

Glad  Valeh 


Kith  this  last  wing  letter  from  our  very 
brave  old  cascade,  we  publish  at  her  usnry, 
her  contributions  to  Comrade  over  the  last 
four  years.  Iter  words  we  feel  tell  acre  than 
we  can  do,  and  fully  justify  the  faith  that 
Mosley  had  in  his  Blackshirt  women. 

After  Christmas,  eft  ad  mliti  sot  telephoned 
New  Year's  Greetings  to  the  editor  and  all 
friends  of  O.M.  .Pour  days  later  she  passed  on. 


OLD  COMRADE 

It  It  ilwjn  a  red  letter  da; 
for  am  when  COMRADE  cams 
through  the  letter  boa,  espec- 
lall;  reading  the  caplolts  of 
a;  old  II ur house  District  Lead¬ 
er  Arthur  NASON  with  whoa  I  ex¬ 
change  a  card  and  letter  at 

loss. 

hi  one  gets  older  and  near 
the  end  of  our  llfe.we  realize 
how  right  we  were.  To  have 
lived  and  known  such  a  wonder¬ 
ful  Leader  as  HOSLET*.  I 
wouldn't  have  lived  at  an; 
other  tie*,  even  to  be  young 
again. 

atest  pleasure  la  life 


Is  to 


imM-M  i  n.mj.ir. 


We  do  not  know  if  these  lines  froa  the 


Rrittsh  Union  member  -  (see  'Old  Comrades '  back 


-  hare  any  poetic  merit.  For  those  who  were  present 


at  the  Royal  Hotel, Holborn  In  1 


w  m  '  '■sm  m  Tout 


IM1  H  I  ■ 

'..fv.TAi.fr!  ■, . i.'rjr 


erstiona  taking  up  the  Hosier  Ideal, show 


Jill 

•>/  REUNION  i  -W 


THBO'aix  weary  ;eara  of  trouble  and  war, 

Ve  went  our  way  bravely,  tho'  our  hearts  were  sore. 

Our  members  were  scattered,  and  crowds  went  inside, 
Everyone  said  our  Movement  had  died. 

But  prisons  wars  too  sc  all  to  hold  us  all. 

And  those  of  na  outside,  heard  tho  call ; 

Ve  rallied  together  whenever  we  could. 

And  to  see  dear  old  faces  was  certainly  good. 

One  person  tho'  was  missed  by  ua  all 

Tho  hi  a  voica  and  his  features  wa  all  could  recall:  ^ 

And  so  wa  want  on,  and  hoped  for  the  beat 

When  tha  ooa  that  ve  missed  would  be  with  the  rest. 

At  lmst  case  the  day,  awaited  so  long 

When  you,  our  dear  Leader  joined  in  the  throng: 

I  know  I'll  remember,  all  thro'  my  life, 

When  Sir  Oswald  Koaley  came  in  with  his  wife. 

Tha  speech  that  ha  gave  us,  made  all  things  worthwhile; 
Prison  had  certainly  not  cramped  his  atylel 
And  although  wa  gave  them  little  respite, 

Ve  knew  they  were  glad  to  be  with  ua  that  night . 

The  evening  once  over,  we  went  on  our  wmy, 

Our  thoughts  were  no  longer  empty  or  grey. 

We'd  aeen  our  Leader,,  he'd  given  ua  cheer, 

Tha  first  that  w#'d  had  for  many  a  year. 

Now  since  in  the  common,  there's  lota  being  said 
About  'British  Union',  they  all  thought  was  dead: 

Why  «)1  the  trouble  1  why  all  the  fuaa. 

Whatever  they  say  won't  Intimidate  us: 

So  "God  bless  you  Mosley",  in  all  that  you  do, 

"God  blesa  you  and  keep  you,  your  dear  wife  too: 

And  as  I  go  through  life,  I  will  always  be  proud 
That  I  was  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  crowd. 

OXRACE  toril  1987  <n*47*  wtb,h 


ts  be  wit a  vow  all 


M  May  6th. 

Mrs  G.  Valeh  Clacton 


•  As  Clad  Llbtter.  nrs.ttalsh 
joined  British  Union's  Line- 
bout*  Branch  as  a  non-active 
neaher  a  few  weeks  before  the 
‘battle  of  Cable  Street'  on 
October  4th. 1936. 

She  was  so  Incensed  at  the 
lies  In  the  following  day's 
newspapers  blanlng  the  Black¬ 
shirts  for  the  disorder,  when 
she  had  seen  ‘Jews  and  Coanuat- 
Ists  roll  nrkles  under  the 
police  horses  feet  and  stuff 
broken  glass  up  their  noses* 
that  she  Imaedlatel;  became  an 
active  nevfcer. 

After  the  outbreak  of  war 
and  the  loss  to  the  armed 
forces  of  ana;  of  the  Branch's 
young  active  nepers,  she  was 
asked  b;  fommr  Bethnal  Green 
District  Leader  Wei  Clark*  now 
a  NHQ  officer. to  taka  over  at 
Olstrlct  Leader. her  acceptance 
alnost  landing  her  Inside  a 
British  concentration  cop. 

For  cone  June  1940  and  the 
police  cane  to  arrest  her  they 
were  unlucky  for  all  the;  found 
was  an  obliterated  house,  hit 
bv  a  boae>  a  week  before. 


CCMRADE  April/May  1988 


[LAST  P0S1 


These  words  of  Boy 
Campbell ,  and  tier 
beloved  Mosley,  Uiidi 
we  knew  she  would 
tasters  Land,  were  our 
final  words  to  that 
noble  lady  as  she 
waited  the  end  of  her 
life  on  earth. 

*1  love  to  see  when 
leaves  depart. 

The  clear  anatomy 
arrive. 

Winter,  the  paragon 
of  art. 

That  kills  all  forms 
of  Life  and  feeling 
Save  what  is  pure 
and  will  survive  * 

<The  Spirit  Uvee!  * 


6 


COMRADE 


January  1991 


I - - 

Commemoration 

Burner 

■  ■■y  deer  old  friends  and 

|YJ comrades'  began  lady 
Mosley  In  a  mnwsagn  sent  to 
those  mo  packed  a  London 
hotel  banqueting  room  In 
Noventer. 

lady  Mosley  had  been  unable 
to  Make  the  journey  but  hoped 
•to  come  next  tine'. 

*In  1990*  she  said,  'we 
have  seen  a  united  Germany, 
and  many  steps  taken  on  the 
road  to  united  Europe.... The 
historical  and  logical  goal 
of  Europe  a  Nation  is  being 
reached  more  quickly  and 
certainly  tham  most  of  us 
would  have  dared  to  hope. Hie 
only  sorrow  Is  that  O.M.  is 
not  with  us,  to  see  what  he 
he  worked  so  hard  for  35 
years  to  bring  about, 
becoming  reality’. 

Guest  of  Honour  was  old 
comrade  Ronald  Creasy,  80  In 
October,  mo  spoke  of  his 
life  in  British  Union,  and 
while  sustaining  his  own 
philosophy  always  felt  ’I 
had  such  to  live  ip  to  In  the 
example  and  thinking  of 
Mosley* .  It  was  a  relief  to 
be  in  such  splendid  company, 
and  with  the  honour  that  has 
been  bestowed,  '1  am  almost 
overcome. • 

Speeches  by 'the  regulars’, 
Don  Harastcn  and  Kike  Quill 
followed,  and  as  last  year, 
Desmond  Irvine.  ’New  boy 1 
this  year,  making  his  first 
speech  for  many  years,  was 
former  Union  Movement  Organ¬ 
ising  Secretary  Keith  Gibson 
who  spoke  an  an  historical 
basis  relating  to  the  early 
60s  prior  to  OMs  retirement 
from  active  party  politics. 

He  reviewed  the  activities 
of  Onion  Movement  during  that 
period,  and  of  the  many 
discussions  he  had  with  Oount 
Poocarl  of  the  Italian 
M.S.I .  at  the  Conference  of 
Vienna  In  1962,  men  Oswald 
Mosley  persuaded  fellow  Eur¬ 
opeans  to  meet  in  the  Europa 
Hotel  in  the  room  where 
conposed  ’The  Ring*. 

'Host  of  the  serious  books 
on  Mosley  and  his  Ideas  were 
written  in  the  context  of  the 
world  we  all  knew  until  just 
over  a  year  ago*  he  said. 
Mosley's  great  declaration  of 
’Hold  Europe  -  leave  Asia* 
had  only  partly  been  real¬ 
ised,  the  West  holding  only  a 
a  rwp  of  Europe.  All  this 
was  twenty  years  ago,  and 
whatever  Is  to  ootne,  ’though 
the  ccrnuniats  are  still  with 
us,cotnnunism  is  dead.  Dlal- 
etical  materialism  is  no 
more. ’ 

The  events  in  eastern 
Europe  will  produce  a  new 
ball  game  when  historical 
analyses  will  hr  re-written. 

'It  is  our  final  duty  to 
O.M.  that  air  those  that 
played  a  part,  no  setter  how 
I  small,  should  again  do  so.* 


OBITUARIES 


ARTHUR  MAR SOW 

WITH  RH3«T  on  Decent*- r  23, 
Aunmat  MMcaj* .  71 .  In  Cologne, 
after  recurrence  of  an  old 
Illness. 

In  the  1930s,  a  politically 
conscious  young  man, he  Joined 
John  Chamley's  Hull  Branch 
shortly  before  the  war  ,Brit- 
tkiion  being  'the  nurest  to 
my  political  ideas’,  and  was 
surprised  to  find  himself  in 

1940  detained  under  the  188 
regulations. 

Conditionally  released  in 

1941  to  join  the  Services, he 
joined  the  Merchant  Navy, but 


in  Germany, where  even  thirty 
years  after  the  war  the 
British  Hone  Office  were 
lnstmental  in  getting  him 
discharged  from  his  post  in 
an  Australian  Government 
office, supplying  Infomutlcn 
from  his  188  file  on  his  war¬ 
time  detention  far  a  security 
check  to  root  out  Soviet 
’moles'  I 

LILIAN  WILSON 

WE  Ktu&T  to  report  the 
recent  death  in  Dorset  of 
another  former  woman  Black¬ 
shirt,  LILIAN  WILSCN. 

She  was  well  known  In  East 


6LAD  WALSH 


CM  DeoenPer  31  GLAD  WALSH 
of  Clacton  died,  three  weeks 
after  writing  her  farewel  1  to 
the  Editor  from  Clacton 
Hospital . 

A  former  rentier  of  British 
Union's  Li rehouse  branch. 


after  a  week  at  sea  he  sur¬ 
vived  the  barbing  of  his  ship 
by  the  Luftwaffe,  and  after 
arrival  back  in  England  he 
went  'on  the  run’,  giving 
Special  Branch  a'inerry  dance' 
before  putting  him  back  in 
fever 11  Concentration  Canp, 
Isle  of  Man  until  1944. 

Shortly  after  the  war  he 
emigrated  to  Canada,  later 
returning  to  live  in  Spain, 
and  then,  for  last  30  years 


London  where  she  was  a  member 
of  the  large  Bethnal  Green 
North  Bast  Branch,  like  her 
Blackshirt  husband  'Archie' 
who  for  many  years  after  the 
war  was  in  business  near 
Haxton  Market,  and  will  be 
remembered  by  many  for  the 
entertainment  provided  bv 
his  small  Band  at  Union 
Movement  functions. 

Me  send  our  deepest 
sympathy  to  Archie. 


as  was  her  mother  Mrs.  I  lb  Iter 
who  at  101  died  in  1973,Glad 
Walsh  died  as  she  lived,  in 
Onion  with  her  old  comrades. 

Fur  her,  and  in  her: 
The  Spirit  Lived. 

- WANTED - 

and  Answered  by  Or wild 
Motley:  Bo»  W125 
12, Mulberry  Clore.l-tmdon.C4 


I 


former  2m4  It*. 
It. Inf:  South  Shields 
•Hill*  0*toM'froa  kttrt  <i»- 
MU  KCVlmM  fey 
In  KtlM,  and  gas  trait  Mar: 
*11*4  •«  feanewr—ly  as  it 

tilled  la  act  to**  u«  corun**-: 
age  it.  >ir—  rr  !W 

AITtn  .Afedreu :  P/Uff  MM  :e*r1y 
British  Onion  a4«f:  fljrlaf 
•edarat  SuSira.QtfZ2fe££_lll/ 
AUtfe.e— rftJUrrrOfeC:  termer 

Mffriflttf  Mi  CO- founder  of 
first  woara’l  police  fare*  la 
Marti  tter  I  ;Maa4  of  Wonrn’s 
Auxiliary  Service  1914-1940: 
Kcmerr  Brlllife  IN*  I  on  in4 
Onion  Wo»MMt  :IN4tr  vlrtud I 
house  irrrU  la  World  War  It: 

la  Over— er  1944 
tACOflfT.Jofen  frmser:  Hendon 
■rinefe  British  Union 

TODec*— #r_193« 
BAIL  CT.  Jack:  let  AimI  Great' 

"British  Union  mi  Union  Hove- 
aeatrfltfeer  Of  fen  Council 
nretoen  fred  SIB  Bliley: 
Agr  M3:  On  19  January  194$ 

BfCHTT^fen  Joe; wife  of  former 
(nyllife  Heavy  Weight  Chaaptbn 
Joe  Bectattrttke  feer  husband 
waer  of  Brltllfe  Union  and 

Onion  Ho*en*Nt:Poltt1cal 
No)  Iota/  Coil  1940: 
a-  »?  0Kf4er  19S7 


Biasjtr  AJ:  former  taipcctor 
Sdtoolt  Middles*!  and 
Principle  II Ifeurn  Paly.:  . 

Kllburn  Brltllfe  Onion: 
la  Jawary  1999 


■CWLC1  Ife  AJ:  (allnf  BHtllfe 
Oalaa  B  Oalaa  — went: 

|a  0wt4»er  197G 

BBAT.B111:  BO  B/T  tlrwli 


Crairil lr.-0/l  HtiKtMOrUi  »r: 
im  Political  frltamr: 

tkCTWwr  }  19M 

Bnt.htfA.l  M  Ul: 
htlmr  of  loWrwatloMl 

OotJowary  U)1 
ClvUB<.lT.Jo*m:BU  o/l  M  Port. 
Coowl  dot.  Wll/t:  IBB  Pallt- 
I CO  1  PrlH**r:blloo  Onnent 


J(n  iflemoriam 

"Harlc!  the  aound  of  many  rolcea , 
Eohoaa  through  the  rale  of  ag»a" 


CDrr»  POrorBrltliO  bo  I  a.  ou 


tollkowu,  tr.lr.4rr  (rant 
Cokerz  |a  January  11V) 

CO— I  ■.Peter:  BO  TeaoA  .speaker 
Salisbury.  January  19*1 

0»Btmi^Baa:  f|ril 

Brltllfe  Ualoa  01  ltr  let  leader 
1*1  rnoMtfe  A  later  of  Oelte— au: 
IM  Brltllfe  political  prl toner 
1940:  On  IB  January  190/ 

PQWTT.Hrt  l .A:  wife  of  John 
'  Oowty.Britllfe  Union  Pari 1a- 
nrntary  Candidate  (vethan: 

I a  January  19/6 
WTrmo.K.T:  fpplng  Brttltn 
Union  aad  108  Brltllfe  pollll 
cal  prltener:|n  Peer— fr  19B6 
fl  AM, Dudley:  Brlllife  Union's 
elderly  receptionist  at  NMQ 
Wrttai aster: Brit | tn  political 


WU  W  .11:  early  Brltllfe  Oalaa 

‘  part  founder  of 
Ti 

alio  Joined  Hailey. 

|a  Jaeger,  19M 


Crl toner  1940  contributing  to 
ll  Oeatfe.Nl t  ul fe. Brititfe 
Oalaa  Par  I  tanratary  Candidate 
far  fear  tfea^toa  alto  Jailed  la 
Nallauay  Goal: |m Orrewhee  |940 
f  ITT  *11 1  :(pptng  branch  tpeate 
Brlllife  Union. 

On  >0  January  |90B 
flANCIS-mWCm.feel  1 ;  Pioneer 
nr— er  later  Plrectr  ^General 
Brltllfe  onion;  Incarcerated 
Brlatnn  Jail  1940-44  as  a 
political  prisoner  leading  tc 
lilt  early  deatfe  at  O. 

On  75  Prcenoer  19S0 
C000 .Ann:  BO  A  leader’s  sec¬ 
retary  W.  farly  1979 

GMMtf  af  Shoreditch  Brltllfe 
On toe: father  of  fanlly  of 
of  Motley  Supporters. 

1 §  Crcc 96S£_1HA 

MAMSCLl.  .Wrs.  riarmeet  Bethnal 
Green  Brldtfe  Union  l  Union 
Novenunt :uert1nr  collector  18B 
Orta Inert  fund. 

r«  Owram  ino 


WttnjoAa:  Nun  ting  do  a,  lata 
Ipswich  BU  A  (H:0eceufeer  I9S4 


^  _  Sow  tfeanp  l  on 

British  Union  B  Onloa  How- 
nent:  fallout  no  a  mad  accident 
On  Pete— *r  1 371 
JOO.talpfe  tlifefi:  (aplorer. 
pear t  fl tfeaman : IU  0A  Sails- 
bury^Cty.frop.Of  fleer  ,W|  1  tit 
01st. I  Regional  Imp.  Wettet: 
Par  1 .Cand.Oortet  Mest.BU  Gold 
Olstlnctlon  Award:  10B  Polit¬ 
ical  Prisoner:  At  87.  In 

Mart*  11a. Spa  In. a  January  1971 
HTCHfN.Nn  lablna:  Mother  of 
Union  Hovaoent*!-  Ken,  Kitchen 
of  leaolngton  Spa:  A  staunch 
supporter  of  the  Noeenmt. 

Or  fl  Pctnftrr  19/S 
limrTT. Sidney:  Cast  JUa  BU: 
brother  of  fON's  John.  (/Man 
0/T:  Severely  uounded  Italy 

1943. Cast  Surreys. 

Pace— er  1986 
MAPSPCW.tayopnd:Ma acnes  ter  UK> 
Pace— er  IB  190B 
MAATTP.Paratfey:  BU  and  (91: 

Janaary  1M1 
PtfwTICT.  Oar  let  .London  BUI  (PI 
husband  of  tosa.  19G1  (PI ‘Nat¬ 
ional  Wonant  Organiser:  In 
Australia.  January  1901 

PtlCt  Catherine  Margaret  and 
CMarlletNactney  Br.BO  and  (91: 
parents  of  ten,  nectary  m 
5/0  and  wife  Ho. both  IBlPoV 
Ideal  Pr1ioners:Cfearllt.  one 
of  earl  lest  (.London  udtn. 
awarded  Special  Badge  far 
Service  fey  ON. 

January  19S7  and  January  1935 

AAg.H.O:  Maltha  ns  tow  lj.1 

74  January  19S1 


Star  Mr  P.C: 

British  Union. father  of  CA 
Score.  On  13  January  194Q 
STCWAAT^rad:  A/DA  Sales.BU. 
Narrow  Branch: 31  Pacwfear  1934 
SPnglLANO  Mrs  NJt.’Ma’zA  nen 
loyal  Nosier  supporter. friend 
and  confidant  of  nany 
Cast  londofe*  British  Onion 
nr— ers  In  her  Stepney  cafe 
before  her'  retlrenmt  to 
Norfolt.  ‘  In  January  197S 
tCMOAO  ■OC.SIr  Alllot:  farly 
pioneer  flyer  and  founder  of 
AVt0:lost  7  sons  In  air  apt. 
World  War  11. 

At  >0  oa  4  January  19S8 
WAWJNTON.r <fa*md  'Ned*:  Nrv 

British  Union 
Branch: 
of 


Party  mm 

Manchester  and  MMQ 
lost  eye  In  ’battle 
Stock  ton-oo-Teet*  1933  .'Pioneer 
Corps  World  War  11. 

On  J|  Dree— er  1994 

UlUlAHSON.IWi  Boss:  |930t 

contributor  to  'Actlon’ufeen 
In  labour  Party:  Playwright 
and  author  of  *Vho  Is  for 
liberty*: A  good  friend  of  the 
Mosley  Movenmit . 

In  January  1971 
WOODUW  Nr  L.A. :  Oo-set  West 
British  Union. 

On  TZ  Jnnwao 


WT—  .John:  Ac  ton  Branch  British 
Union  B  TV  actlrlst:  ago  77. 

ll  mmv.iro 
urmcjm^allw.  »«»•»: 


JJM 


Ttora^wim.frMcU  tre:  w 

mg  iraoiiu  lucm.lwiw 
Armr.tor* I  Fl Corp: : utAor 
■  t  tracr*. 

T*  Imng  HM 


rar  era  li  WWW! 
iwraw:  ratt  ra«  ra<  1,  will 
w  «.  w.  ilia  k»ra  winUH. 
IdUU  ifc.1l  W  «ra«t  .^l.l" 

SMIl  In  tplrlt  with  «n. 


O  Keith  Gibson  joined  Bromley 
UM  Branch  as  a  17  year-old  In 
1950  and  went  Into  the  Mosley 
Youth  Unit.  In  1952  he  became 
'office  boy’  at  NHQ,  and  later 
helped  run  the  bookshop. He  was 
appointed  East  London  organiser 
during  Fred  Bailey's  period  of 
London  Organiser.  In  1962  when 


Jeffery  Haim  was  appointed  to 
the  new  post  of  General 
Secretary,  cm  asked  him  to  be¬ 
come  his  Political  Secretary. 
He  later  became  Organising 
Secretary  and  finally,  O.M. 
appointed  him  Chief  Election 
Agent  In  the  1964  General 
Election. 
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HUES  UP  PAST  as  a 


lared. 


i  ■  ,  jr»?!f7?nryr 


tile  Persian  Gulf,  If 


elevate 


‘Desert  Storm  -  the  War  to  curtail  world  | 
oil  supply  for  profit  of  oil  barons  and 
international  finance 


‘OPERATION 

BRAINWASH1 

'O  ALLANT  LITTLE  KUWAIT  would  not  count  for  a  row 
(jof  worry-beads  If  it  produced  bananas  instead 
of  oil'  wrote  a  well  informed  writer  recently. 

Neither  would  Iraq,  apart  from  consideration  of  its 
potential  danger  to  Israel,  that  carbuncle  implanted 
in  Uat  was  the  Holy  land  by  the  infant  United  Nations 
under  American  pressure  after  the  last  wul  .  lb  be 
ruled  mainly  by  foreign  .Jews  with  expansionist  views, 
in  a  land  vbere  Arabs  had  lived  and  progenitured  for 
3,000  years,  and  who  outnuibered  the  legal  indigenous 
Jewish  people  by  two  to  one. 

Turn  to  Page  3 


OUR  BLACKSHIRT 
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.1 
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I'll'idiiiii 


p  r •  r  ■  i  .  •  •  i  *.  •  •  1 


!■»,  1  ■  !>J?1  v  H  *7. !  lU 
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Bethnal 


The  Queen's,  landed  at  Anz- 
lo  with  the  56th  Infantry 
Division  to  join  the  VI  US 
Corps  bridgehead  during  the 
German  counter-attack  v*?re 
thrown  in  to  counter-attack 
German  gains.  Fighting  their 
way  through  in  fierce  fight¬ 
ing  against  a  stronger  enemy 
force  to  relieve  the  cut-off 
US  2nd  Btn  of  157  Rgt.  hold¬ 
out  in  caves,  they  had  no 
supporting  weapons  and  little 
ammunition  left.  Attempts 


to  relieve  them,  and  after 


their  forward  conpanies  ware 
overrun  and  survivors  ordered 
to  get  back  best  they  could. 
Only  a  handful  got  back. 

Bert  Ihlllirier  vos  one  of 
a  family  of  Dettnil  Green 
Mosley  exporters. 

As  he  died,  one  tenders  if 


M  ■«  ^  I  • 


with  two-ttiinis  of 


tg?T?rn7hi:iL-'v.;- 


or  trial 


in  a  aritish  concentration 


$40  million  aid  to  the 
Egyptian  government 
In  1954,  to  be  varied 
the  following  year  de¬ 
pending  "on  bow  good  an 
Investment  it  turned  out 
bo  be"  is  recalled  by  the 
death  in  January  -  two 
days  before  the  opening 
of  'Desert  Storm'  with 
the  boobing  of  Baghdad  - 
of  MILES  OOPHJtft),  CIA’s 
farms-  Middle  Bast 
special  1st. 

Believing  he  could  he 
bought, and  on  Copeland's 
suggestion,  the  US  State 
Department,  tended  to 
President  Camel  Abdul 
Nasser  a  further  $3 
million  far  his  cmi  use 
in  ’setting  up  security 
facilities*. 

Turn  to  Page  2 


©British  Union® 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


"Vhrt  ihoujh  M  ;vrt»lvtt 
or*  unit  tan, 

Thla.ovr  faith  oan  naxtar 

dur 

WUL*m,Qra:.C.G:  90  Field 
Regt  RA  after  18B  British 
Political  Prisoner  1940- 
42:  Exeter  Br.  British 

mien:  died  an  P.O.H. 
long  march  8  March  1945: 
Remembered  on  Cassino 
Memorial,  Italy. 

POOS, Pt» .James:  1st  Btn 

E/Lancs  Regt:  Manchester 
Britirfi  (kiicn:  killed  in 
action.  Cl  eve,  Germany 
11  February  1945:  Buried  ! 
Relchswald  Forest  Mar 
Cemetery:  Age  26. 

F.R.F.:6th  Btn  I 


14th  Punjab  Regt : Norwood 
Br. British  Onion : age  22: 
killed  In  action  Singa¬ 
pore  11  February  1942: 
Remembered  Kranjl  War 
Osnetery,  Singapore 

1. Albert  D.: 


2nd  Btn  Queen's  Royal  Regt 
(West  Surry) :  age  28: 
N/B  Bethnal  Cieen  Branch 
British  Union:  killed  in 
action  Anzlo  beachead  22 
February  1944:  Remembered 
Cassino  Manorial, Italy. 
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February /Marchl991 


1 1SUEZ'1350'S  ECHO 

Nasser,  «ho  had  ousted 
President  General  Hohanmed 
Neeyilb  after  both  had  de- 
oeed  King  rarouk  two  years 


courageous  landlord, 
'Ban*  Vbleriani,  prop¬ 
rietor  of  ’The  Holbom 
Distributing  Company' . 

'Pam'  was  an  abbreviation 


earlier,  was  not  amused. He 
nevertheless  accepted,  but 
the  American  philosophy, 
used  the  'bribe'  bo  build 
the  imposing  Tower  of  Cairo 
across  the  Nile  on  Gezira 
Island. 

Nasser  death  contract? 

He  is  also  reputed,  when 
operating  in  Egypt, Lebanon 
and  Syria,  where  he  had 
previously  been  American 
vice-consul  in  Damascus, to 
have  originated  the  CIA 
intrigues  that  put  Nasser 
in  power,  although  later, 
in  a  typical  American  re¬ 
versal  of  policy, was  asked 
by  the  CIA  of  a  way  he 
could  be  assassinated. 

Having  developed  a 
friendship  with  Col  Nasser 
during  1953-55  when  he  had 
’resigned’  from  the  CIA  and 
represented  a  management 
consultant  conpany  to" ad¬ 
vise  the  President  on  gov¬ 
ernment  on  organisation. 
Miles  Copeland  claimed  in 
his  book.  The  Game  of 
Nations , ( 1969) ;  that  ;  he 
asked  the  President's  ad¬ 
vice  on  that  diplomatic 
initiative  I 

A  wartime  operative  of 
the  Office  of  Strategic 
Services,  the  precursor  of 
the  CIA, his  assistance  was 
sought  in  setting  up  the 
Agency  in  1949,  and  he 
claimed  he  was  the  CIA's 
'first  political  action 
specialist  in  the  Middle 
East’  and  that  Syria  'was. 
America's  Initial  venture 
at  interfering  in  the  in¬ 
affairs  of  a  sovereign 
nation. ' 

Years  after  his  second 
'resignation*  from  the  CIA 
in  1957  he  wrote  his  auto¬ 
biography  and  several  other 
books  on  espionage  and  be¬ 
came  domicled  in  England 
where  he  was  frequently 
approaclied  by  the  media  for 
his  knowledge  of  terroism, 
on  which  he  was  considered 
an  expert,  and  for  his 
authorative  views  on  the 
turbulent  Middle  East. 

Although  a  friend  of  the 
late  Egyptian  President, at 
the  end  of  the  day 
he  believed  that: 
‘If  Nasser  faced  the  choice 
of  keeping  power,  thus 
ruining  the  country,  or 
quitting, he'd  keep  power.' 
Ha  also  believed  that 
golden  handouts  achieved 
better  results  than  the 
CIA's  past  machinations  in 
the  affairs  of  sovereign 
states. 


REMEMBER  ? 


2/PanV  Valeriani 

|[  by  PETER  MARCY 


WamCNE  GRAYS  DM 
ROAD  was  the  war¬ 
time  address  of  the 
'1HB  Detainees  Aid  Fund" 
tut  far  a  nuch  longer 
period  it  contained  the 
offices  and  .storeroom  of 
the  Fund’s  remarkable  and 


Hew  many  years  before 
sparks  of  truth  emerge  on 
the  current  military  and 
economic  disestablishment 
of  Irak  by  super-power 
America  and  alas, its  serv- 
,  ile  British  lapdog? 

How  many  bags  of  gold 
changed  hands.  The  dirty 
tricks,  the  disinformation 
laid  on  by  the  inter- 
iwit  h wit  Miunr  dninutol 
American  political  system, 
the  Israel  lobby  In  OS  and 
Britain  with  its  powerful 
political  and  financial 
influence,  and  the  covert 
machinations  of  inter¬ 
national  oil  Interests  ^nd 
in  the  process  dis¬ 
established  the  whole 
Middle  East,  now  under 
threat  of  explosion  into  a 
anarchic  greater  Lebanon. 

®In  1956  Nasser  national¬ 
ised  the  Suez  Canal  after 
US  and  UK  had  refused  to 
finance  the  Aswan  high  Dam, 
a  project  to  increase 
Egypt's  cultivable  land 
by  more  than  half, and  pro¬ 
vide  huges  supplies  of 
hydro-electric  power. 

This  led  to  Israel ' s  in¬ 
vasion  of  Egypt  in  collus¬ 
ion  with  Britain  and  France 
who  then  attacked  Egypt  to 
'  seperate  the  combatants ' 
and  'keep  the  Suez  Canal 
open',  and,  in  the  view  of 
Prime  Minister  Sir  Anthony 
Eden,  to  'stop  Nasser  - 
another  Hitler'.  Today's  , 
'Hitler', Saddam  Hussein 'of 
Iraq  was  not  then  available 
as  a  tyrant  to  be  used  for 
war  propaganda  purposes. 

Within  days,  the  US 
forced  a  Suez  pull-out  by 
refusing  financial  aid  to 
the  British,  required  to 
prevent  a  total  col  lapse  of 
sterling  in  world  money 
markets  caused  by  the  dub¬ 
ious  British  military 
adventure.  [Ed.l 


of  Espaminondas,and  he  was 
proud  to  have  been  named 
after  the  famous  Greek 
general  and  statesman  who 
defeated  the  Spartans  and 
made  the  city-state  of 
Thebes  the  leading  power 
of  Ancient  Greece.  Despite 
his  unusual  Greek-Italian 
name,  was  British-born  -  at 
Westminster's  St.George’s 
Hospital  in  1088*  It  was 
on  the  way  to  there  in  a 
hansome  cab  that  his  mother, 
was  frightened  oy  an  ex¬ 
ploding  bomb  set  by  the 
Fenians, the  Irish-American 
secret  society,  resulting 
In  Pam's  distinctive  facial 
birthmark. 

His  father,  a  Garibaldi 
man,  opened  a  delicatessen 
in  Old  Oonpton  Street, 
Soho,  and  Pam  was  also 
to  have  a  cigar  shop  -  he 
opened  one  in  Piccadilly. 
He  had  been  a  theatrical 
agent  and  was  briefly 
married  to  a  music  hall 
artiste  before  starting  his 
wholesale  newsagents  busi¬ 
ness  in  1912. 

Hiis  was  originally  at  57 
Chancery  lane  from  where 
Pam  —  or  'Val ' ,  as  he  was 
also  called  by  many,  dis¬ 
tributed  newspapers  and 
periodicals  throughout 
Central  London,  from  Notting 
Hill  Gate  in  the  West  to 
Aldgate  in  the  East. 

Action '  was  one  of  the 
papers  he  handled  in  the 
1930s  and  it  was  thanks  to 
him  that  it  was  on  sale  at 
many  street  stands  as  well 
as  newsagents. His  role  was 
particularly  •  irrportant 
after  the  sudden  ban  im¬ 
posed  by  the  Wholesale 
Newsagents  Federation.  The 
Holbom  Publishing  Co.'s 
little  tricycle  vans  re¬ 
sembling  ice-cream  carts 
and  plastered  with  placards 
chat  advertised  such  pub¬ 
lications  as  Action,  The 
Patriot,  The  Saturday  Re¬ 
view  and  Truth  were  a  fam¬ 
iliar  sight, as  was  his  own 
tiny  figure  making  personal 
deliveries  of  Action. 

When  the  Aid  Fund  was 
established, he  immediately 
offered  to  provide  it  with 
office  accomodation,  des¬ 
pite  the  fact  that  be 
knew  that  as  a  neuter  of 
Holbom  BUP  Branch,  and  a 
well-known  Mosley  man,  be 
was  himself  in  constant 
danger  of  arrest  and 
Inprisonraent . 

Pam  always  liked  to 
entertain  visitors  with  a 


sort  of  comic  act  that  pro¬ 
duced  roars  of  laughter 
from  friends  and  foe  alike. 
Among  the  latter  from  toy 
1940  were  Special  Branch, 
M15  agents  and  numerous 
journalists  who-  not  with¬ 
out  reason  -  regarded  21 
Grays  Inn  Road  as  a  Mosley- 
ite  meeting  place. 

Adverse  Press  publicity 
worried  Pam  not  at  all. One 
wall  of  his  office  was 
covered  with  newspaper 
stories  in  which  he  had 
been  mentioned. His  favour¬ 
ite  was  from  the  Daily 
Mirror:  - 

•On  consulting  Scotland 
lard  regarding  this  matter 
ovr  reporter  ttz s  informed 
by  a  spokesman:  ’If  Valer¬ 
iani  told  you  that,  then 
it  is  obviously  correct’". 

Few  of  his  visitors  real¬ 
ized  that  he  had  known  many 
famous  (and  infamous) 
literary  and  political 
figures:  Horatio  Bottcmley, 
for  whom  he  had  distributed 
John  Bull.  Alfred  Qrage 
(The  New  Age  and  The  New 
English  weekly] ,  G.K. 
Chesterton,  [G.K.'s  Weekly 
and  The  weekly  Review] , 
Colin  Brooks  [Truth! , 
Douglas  Woodruff  [The  Tab¬ 
let]  and  Iced  Alfred  Doug¬ 
las  [Plain  English] ,  for 
whom  Pam  had  also  appeared 
in  the  witness  box  in  the 
Oscar  Wilds  case  in. 1895. 

One  with  whom  Pam  did 
'miss  the  boat'  was  Ezra 
Pound.  Thinking  that  be¬ 
cause  he  was  famous  he  nust 
be  rich  he  wrote  and  asked 
if  he  would  like  to  invest 
£1000  in  the  business,  to 
which  the  poet  replied: 
•Where  the  BLUS  HELL  do 
you  expect  MS  to  get  1000 
QUID7 • 

Though  always  primarily 
a  wholesale  newsagent,  Pam 
published  several  important 
Revisionist  books  Including 
Sisley  Huddleston's  France: 
The  Tragic  Years  and  Popu- 
ular  Diplomacy  and  war, 
ttear-Acknixal  Theobald's 
Final  Secret  of  P°arl ~  Bar¬ 
bour,  and  Professor  Luigi 
Vi  1  lari ' s  Italian  Foreign 
Policy  under  Mussolini. 

One  reason  why  Pam's 
office  received  a  constant 
stream  of  curious  visitors 
was  that  one  never  knew  who 
one  would  find  there.  On 
one  occasion  after  the  war, 
the  writer  found  Pam  in 
animated  conversation  with 
two  other  visitors. One  was 
Oant  Pobocki,  claimant  to 
the  Polish  Throne,  dressed 
in  a  scarlet  cloak, and  the 
other.  Colonel  David 
Stirling,  the  legendry 
founder  of  the  Special  Air 
Service  -  the  SASI 
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Fran  day  one  of  the  in¬ 
vasion  of  Kuwait,  it  was 
quite  clear  from  the  angry 
rhetoric  of  President  Bush 
and  Prime  Minister  Thatcher 
that  they  had  began  the 
oountdown  to  war.  The  venom 
of  their  personal  attacks  on 
Saddam  HuBoein,to  wg irj  him 


as  ‘  the  new  Hitler'  rang  many 
bells  for  those  who  ex¬ 
perienced  the  falsehoods 
leading  to  World  War  11.  We 
had  seen  it  all  before.  The 
British  and  the  Americans 


had  to  be  persuaded  that  if 
all  else  failed, the  deposing 
of  the  man  more  evil  than 
the  Devil  was  a  righteous 
cause,  even  if  casualties 
should  be  heavy.  President 
Bush  and  Mrs  Thatcher  ware 
determined  to  have  their  war 
and  all  modem  methods  of 
disinformation  vreuld  be 
used.  The  brainwashing  had 


Space  does  not  permit  all 
the  amputations  of  ’reas¬ 
ons  for  this  ’just*  war. 
Aggression?  Condemned  by 
by  China,  member  of  United 


Nations  Security  Council, 
invader  and  ravisher  of  the 
harmless  Tibet,  whose  spir¬ 
itual  leader  the  Dalai  Lama 
currently  visiting  Britain 
is  refused  an  audience  with 
our  British  Prime  Minister, 
whose  high  moral  views  on 
aggression  and  genocide  are 
found  wanting  in  face  of 
causing  displeasure  to  the 
tyrannic  Chinese  to  whom  we 
have  sold  the  people  of 
Hong  Kong. 

Turkey,  one  of  America's 
well-paid  'allies'  against 


Iraqi  aggression  hangs  on  to 
her  occupation  of  Cyprus, 
and  Israel,  with  the  long 
backing  of  America,  to  occ¬ 
upied  Arab  lands, the  people 
subjugated  to  a  reign  of 
terror,  and  a  future  which 
includes  Israeli  plans  for 
the  Arab  population's  total 
removal  from  their  native 
lands. 

But  'the  West'  does  have 
a  legitimate  reason  for  us¬ 
ing  force  in  the  Gulf,  even 
if  the  morality  of  using 


'the  Blackshirts  marched  back  Into  the  centre  of  the 

city  with  the  sase  spirit  of  discipline  and  order. ...as 
they  left  for  the  moor  earlier  that  afternoon ' 


Left:  Mosley 
speaking  at 
Hoi  beck  Moor 
to  the  largest 


police 


"'.V 


Right:  Injured 
Blackshirts 
receive  First 
Aid 
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Baptism  of  fire 
for  future  OFIW 

From  Page  One 

OBMIS  DOCWb  foraer 
British  ttvlon  District 
Lewder  writes: 

Dennis  was  one  of  four 
pals  tho  joined  the  Black¬ 
shirt  Cadets  about  the 
same  time. The  other  three 
were  Herbert  Clark,  Peter 
Bligh  and  Walter  Hutch¬ 
inson. Herbert  and  Walter, 
who  was  also  killed  in 
action  in  the  Army  in 
1945,.  wete  in  the  first 
intake  of  National  Serv¬ 
icemen  in  1939,  and  Peter 
and  Dennis,  well  under  14 
when  he  joined  the  Move¬ 
ment,  were  certainly  in 
the  Forces  by  early  1940. 
They  all  lived  near  each 
other  in  Leeds  Harehills 
district, Dennis  in  Kamak 
Road. 

My  most  vivid  recollec¬ 
tion  of  Dennis  was  at  the 
Itolbeck  Moor  meeting  in 
1936.  The  Cadets  were  not 
allowed  to  much  because 
of  their  youth  and  the 
ty  of  injury. 


During  the  Meeting  I  was 
stationed  in  front  of  the 
lorry  from  which  O.M.  was 
speaking  then  1  heard  sy 
name  ralltd  from  under¬ 
neath  the  lorry.  There  I 
found  Demis  in  civvies 
with  two  other  schoolboys 
having  a  whale  of  a  tine. 
I  had  ay  work  cut  out 
getting  then  out  of  the 
crowd  and  to  a  place  of 
safety. 

I  give  my  thanks  to 
Comrade  for  giving  him 
such  a  fine  coverage.  I 
felt  proud  to  read  it. 

(In  a  collective  grave  at 
Harehills  Cemetery  near  the 
young  Pilot  Officer  Lucan's 
home,  .lies  another  young 
Blackshirt,  Glider 
pilot  instructor  Sgt.Pilot 
Basil  Gill  was  19  when  in 
1940  he  was  detained  with¬ 
out  charge  or  trial  in  a 
British  concentration  canp. 

Cn  release  he  took  up  his 
duties  with  RAP  (VR)  and  in 
1942,  at  22,  was  killed  in 
a  flying  accident  when 
Instructing  a  pupil. 

Such  were  Manley's  iioig 
Vp  the  politicians 
of  the  day  farmed  with  atr- 
gencr  dictatorial  powers, 
falsely  anl  cf»»  enrly 
labelled  potential  tralfc- 
.  _* 


DO  JOT  havo  an  answer  _  bo  the  Blackshirt 
argument,  so  they  do  their  best  to  prevent  it 
I  being  heard,  f 

Oswald  Mosley,  Loader  of  British  micn,was  speak¬ 
ing  through  a  hail  of  stones  and  other  admail  es, 
■any  fixed  fra  catapults,  to  the  largest  aitiwint 
to  attend  a  public  ■noting  In  LBeds,<m  Septate  27 
19 36, the  Majority  listening  with  wrapped  attention, 
the  great  sea  of  faces  stretching  across  the  Mxr. 


Several  hundred  Reds, im¬ 
ported  into  Leeds  from  all 
over  the  North,  had 
gathered  near  the  speaker's 
van,  their  intention  to 
break  up  the  meeting . 
Their  chan  tings  drowned  by 
the  volume  of  the  ampli¬ 
fiers,  and  unable  to  break 
through  the  Defense  Force, 
they  resorted  to  attacks 
on  Blackshirts  isolated  in 
the  crowd,  several  of  whom 
haul  to  receive  treatment 
for  their  injuries. 

Defeated  in  their  object¬ 
ive,  the  gangs  of  Reds  nude 
repeated  attacks  on  the 
Blackshirts  as  they  rarched 
bade  to  headquarters. 

In  fierce  fighting  in 
Holbeck  Lane  and  Domestic 
Street, Blackshirts  quickly 
repulsed  furious  rushes  an 
their  ranks,  though  many 
were  hit  by  bricks 
and  stones. 

As  the  march  proceeded 
showers  of  stones  fell  on 
Blackshirts  from  behind 


hoardings  and  several 
marchers  were  badly  hit. 

A  determined  attack  was 
trade  en  Mosley  arid  his 
party  as  he  joined  the  head 
of  the  oolunn,  and  in 
fierce  fighting  on  the 
pavement,  he  was  wounded 
below  the  right  eye  by  a 
stone  thrown  at  close 
range. 

Having  tried  everything 
without  success  to  halt  the 
Blackshirt  colum,  they 
switched  their  attack,  in 
Sweet  Street,  to  the  ston¬ 
ing  of  an  anbulanoe  talcing 
the  injured  to  hospital. 

Marching  an  went  the 
Blackshirts  and  as  they 
approached  the  city 
centre,  thousands,  many  of 
than  had  beard  of  the  vio- 
ence  an  the  Hoar,  crowded 
the  peveeents  to  see  the 
Mosley  men  who  once  again 
nan  bbc  su  Qeieatw  hm 
violence  on  our  English 
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Bethnal  Green 
May  Day  1940 


IN  FRONT  OF  THE  VAN 


BRIItS  OF  IB  IDSTPHtt 


was  held  to  be  Invalid  In 
the  prosecution  of  German 
soldiers  in  the  Nureoburg 
'victors'  Triala.) 

At  Sllvertown  the  war 
party  made  its  central  theme 
•a  vote  far  BO  la  a  vote  fora 
cewntry  Britain  la  at  war 
with* .  At  N.E.  Leeds  the 
Tories  plastered  the  area 
with  posters  accusing  the 
BO  candidate  at  being  Hit¬ 
ler's  agent.  Ignoring  the 
fact  that  the  first  official 
British  serviceman  to  die  in 
action  against  Germany  was 
a  Mosley  Blackshirt. 

In  the  wider  sphere, Brit¬ 
ish  Onion's  own  patriotism 
paradoxical  ly  worked  against 
it.  Many  of  Its  active  mem¬ 
bers  and  branch  officers  had 
joined  the  Forces  by  early 
1940.  Women  Blackshirts  be¬ 
gan  a  superhuman  effort  to 
fill  the  gap.  Olive  Hawks 
opened  the  Womens  Peace 
Campaign  at  Holbom  Hall, 
stewarded  and  addressed  en¬ 
tirely  by  women,  with  the 
words  'Government  demands 
youth  shall  die  in  defence 
of  its  blunders'. 

They  fully  justified 
Mosley's  belief  tost  without 
them  'I  could  not  hove  got 
a  quarter  at  the  way*  as 
reported  In  the  last 
Ctrade.  They  were,  long  be¬ 
fore  today's  spurious  ideas 
In  'mens  liberation', true 
liberated  women. 

The  last  great  offensive 
came  on  British  Union  Day  - 
'May  Day' ,  1940.  A  week  be¬ 
fore,  'Action'  sales  teams 
stood  every  10  yards  along 
London's  West  Ox)  main 
thoroughfares  and  made 
record  sales. 

Ch  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
5th  May,  17  meetings  started 
throughout  Iondcn  at  11.30 
followed  by  4  rallies  at 
3.30.  That  everting, Victoria 
Park  Square,  Bethnal  Green, 
packed  to  suffocation 
point  as  Mosley  denvinded 
nothing  less  than  resig¬ 
nation  of  the  Government.^ 


(Peace  nett  before  a 
a  million  Uvea  are 
loet  in  an  alien 
quarreV 

Hosley . Hay  Day  1940 


British  cnicn  had  opp¬ 
osed  wars  before.  At 
the  tiae  of  the  Civil 
Iter  Mosley  had  said  that 
the  whole  of  Spain  was 
not  worth  one  drop  of 
British  blood. 

But  by  the  cumcr  of 
1939  British  Gkiion  was 
facing  the  greatest  threat 
to  peace.  Powerful  forces 
of  Left  and  Right  had 
their  owi  reasons  far  a 
war  with  Germany  -  a  war 
that  was  to  end  with  60- 
mil  lion  deadband  the  loss 
of  Britain's  wealth  and 
Bnpire. 

The  Blackshirt  position 
was  clear.  'We  have  fought 
far  Britain  before  and  will 
fight  again  if  the  life  of 
Britain  is  threatened.  ’ 

But  not  to  stop  German 
provinces  handed  over  to 
Poland  In  1938  from  return¬ 
ing  to  their  homeland  as  was 
their  wish.  As  long  as  Ger¬ 
many  looked  East  and  not 
West,  we  should  'Mind  Brit¬ 
ain's  Business',  but  remain 
adequately  defended  -  which 
we  vere  not  -  far  any 
eventuality. 

In  July  1939  the  Dally 
Mirror  oonmented:  'There  is 
no  doubt  that  numerically 
the  adherents  to  Fascism  are 
increasing.'  The  ever 
lengthening  col  unns  of 
Blackshirt  marchers  seen  at 
that  time,  and  recent  stud- 


As  tar  as  the  eves  could  see. . .  loval  to  Moslev.  lovaLto  Britain 


BY  GORDON 


ies  of  membership  lists  in 
such  diverse  areas  as  West 
London  and  the  West  Country 
confirm  that  view. 

The  week  before  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  Declaration  of 
war,  Mosley  spoke  to  the 
greatest  street  meeting  in 
British  history,  at  Ridley 
Road.  Further  crowds  joined 
the  march  that  followed. 
Three  nights  later  came 
another  massive  meeting  in 
Upper  St. Martins  lane, Leic¬ 
ester  Square.  This  last 
meeting  with  Britain  at 
peace  attracted  as  many 
people  as  last  year's  Poll 
Tax  demonstration, but  with¬ 
out  the  disorder. 

When  war  came  Mosley 
imnediately  visited  B0  dist¬ 
rict  formations  throughout 
the  country  for  a  personal 
briefing.  In  October  he  was 
back  speaking  amid  scenes  of 
intense  fervour  at  Ridley 
Road,  Kingsway's  Stoll 
Theatre  and  the  new  Manch¬ 
ester  Hippodrome. 

In  January  1940,  the  land 
battles  in  France  in  abey¬ 
ance,  Mosley  published  his 
proposals  for  Peace  with 
Honour  in  "The  British 
Peace:  How  to  get  it*. 


Within  4  days  it  sold  20,000 
copies  and  during  that  first 
winter  of  the  'phoney  war' 
sales  went  into  six  figures, 
more  than  any  other  known 
paaphlet. 

In  Manchester  on  January 
27,  Churchill,  then  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  be¬ 
came  fully  aware  of  the 
Blackshirt  peace  canpaign 
when  his  speech  at  the  Free 
Trade  Hall,  broadcast  to 
America,  was  interrupted  "by 
shouts  of  'Mosley  and 
Peace'.  _ 


In  ft»le,the  local  Black¬ 
shirt  District  Leader  Flo 
Hayes,  and  author  Hugh  Ro6S 
wil  liamson  (who  had  recently 
been  expelled  from  the  lab¬ 
our  Party  for  writing  in 
'Action')  carried  the  vote 
for  peace  at  a  meeting  in 
the  Centenery  Hall  where  a 
letter  of  good  wishes  was 
read  from  actress  Dame  Sybil 
Thorndike.  A  month  later, 
Mosley  spoke  to  a  packed 
audience  in  the  same  hall. 
'Action'  recorded:  'To  us 
have  come  more  of  the’  best 
of  the  British,  more  even 
than  before;  and  they  go  an 
earning. ' 

With  the  Spring  the  number 
of  street  meetings  through¬ 
out  Britain  rose.  In  London 
alone  the  muter  grew  from 
41  in  February  to  137  in 
April  in  1940,  despite  the 
blackout. 

This  was  remarkable  con- 
s  irk- ring  that  the  large 
majority  of  of  the  younger 
active  members, the  District 
Leaders  and  other  branch 
officers  had  been  called  up 
and  were  in  the  Services. 

British  Onion  was  not 
alone  in  its  advocacy  of 
peace.  At  the  Co-op  Party's 
Easter  conference,  1,323, 000 
votes  called  for  an  immedi¬ 
ate  armistice.  The  N.D.C. 
and  the  Shop  Assistants  On¬ 
ion  passed  resolutions  con¬ 
demning  the  war.  with  such 
open  and  latent  support, why 
then  did  British  Union  poll 
so  disappointingly  in  the 
three  parliamentary  by- 
elections  in  early  19407 

By  then  there  was  a 
closing  of  the  ranks  as  the 
old  maxim  'My  oauntry  right 
or  wrong'  asserted  itself. 
'This  same  human  instinct 


TRUE  BRITONS 


British  Union  in  Wartime 
1939-40 


COMRADE 
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h  HEROES  OF  THE 
"  LOST  PEACE 

*Mn  now  before  a  ■Lil¬ 
ian  lives  are  lost  in 
alien  quarrel.  Pesos,  not 
an  Hitler's  terns  but  by 
trusting  In  tbs  si^it  of 


Britain,  a  peace  with 
honour*. 

His  speech  was  held  up  for 
long  periods  by  thunderous 
cheering  and  applause.  Sim¬ 
ilar  reports  came  from  Brit¬ 
ish  Onion  rallies  in  the 
provinces  including  2000  in 
Birmingham,  and  even  1000 


in  Nottingham.  'Action* 

summed  it  up: 

“This  day  will  go  down  in 
the  pages  of  British  Onion 
history  never  to  be 
forgotten* . 

The  reading  of  these  words 
fifty  years  later  la  evi- 


BETTER  THE 
GREAT  ATTEMPT  FOR 

England's  sake, 

BETTER  DEFEAT, 
DISASTER . ' 


Tl»e  slogan  that  appeared  countrywide 
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Smft- 

MIND  BRITAIN'S  BUSINESS 

makepeace 


Pa^>h1ets„  leaflets 
In  their  thousands 


ence  enough  that  British 
Ohim’a  last  glorious  fight 
for  peace  is  with  pride 

But  the  Honour  Standards 
had  been  raised  for  the  last 
time.  A  few  days  later  the 
police,  acting  on  Home  Off¬ 
ice  instructions,  began  us¬ 
ing  overt  intimidation. 
Meetings  were  closed  and 
speakers  arrested  without 
pretext.  Mosley  and  80  sen¬ 
ior  officers  were  arrested 
three  weeks  later,  and  the 
18B  Emergency  Defence  Regu¬ 
lation  roundups  was  put  in 
hand  starting  one  of  the 
darkest  periods  for  British 
Justice.  The  craven  British 
politicians,  fighting  a  war 
they  said  in  defence  of  all 
the  freedoms,  including  ex¬ 
pression,  had  not  the  gall 
Or  guts  to  legislate  against 
dissent.  Instead, they  sil¬ 
enced  its  exponents  by  putt- 
them  away  in  jails  and  con¬ 
centration  camps  without 
charge  or  trial  by  dubious 
legislation. 

Those  Blackshirts  who  were 
able  still  fought  on.  In 
June  1940  they  still  man¬ 
aged  5  meetings  in  London 
before  the  curtain  finally 
came  down. British  Union  was 
prescribed  and  the  last 
words  on  the  last  page  of 
the  last  issue  of  'Action* 
on  JUne  6th  said  it  all  and 
will  live  for  ever, not  only 
in  the  history  of  British 
Union, but  wherever  real  men 
of  honour  and  true  British 
blood  survive. 

“Our  ocnsdence  is  clear. 
Be  cal*  and  be  determined. 
Be  loyal.  Be  true  Britans". 

Was  it  all  worth  it? 
Mosley  had  given  the  answer 
years  before: 

“Better  the  great  adventure, 
tetter-  the  great  aLhenpt  for 
England's  sake,  better  de¬ 
feat,  disaster,  better  far 
the  end  of  that  trivial 
thing  called  political  car¬ 
eer,  than  stifling  in  a  at 


The  Spirit  lives. .  .The  Rest  will  follow’ 


A  full  Honour  Standard 
of  British  Union  has 
been  assentoled,and  is  now 
in  the  safekeeping  of 
Friends  of  O.M.  It  is 
seen  here  photographed  in 
the  stnshine  of  our  early 
Spring  against  an  Biglish 
sky. 

With  it  we  feel  it  fitting 
to  use  some  words  from 
British  Union's  last  march¬ 
ing  song.  Battle  Song,  and 
to  remember  its  composer, 
Prank  Wlaenan,  music  and 
singing  tutor  of  Worcester 
Cathedral  School,  and  local 
British  Union  offioer. 

And  of  all  our  dead  com¬ 
rades  who  Marched  along. 


Battie  Song 

^ Boise  aloft  the 
Standard! 

The  Leader  marching 
before  us! 

Clone  up  the  ranks  and 
and  join  the  chorus 

Of  a  British  battle 
eongt 

Hear  the  beat  of 
the  feet 

Of  a  mighty  nation 
waking , 

Par  ahead  hear 
the  tread 

Of  our  comrades 
marching  on.1 


ifon  of  blue  and  gold, 
strutting  and  posturing  an 
the  Stage  of  little  Big  land, 
amid  the  scenery  of  decad¬ 
ence,  until  history  writes 
of  us. ..'These  were  the  men 
to  whan  was  entrusted  the 
aspire  of  Great  Britain, and 
whose  idleness,  ignorance 
and  cowardice  left  it  a 
Spain'*. 

The  Clarkes, the  Hawks, the 
Hayes,  Booths,  Mi  infields, 
Blanpieds ,  Mathews,  Masons, 
Coopers,  Morans,  Ryans, 
Temple-Cottons,  Kanmelards, 
Wiltshires,  Dunlops  and 
others  of  equal  part  too 
numerous  to  mention : 

on  from  their 


e  and  sacrifice 


wm,  who  wars  bom  too  late 


to 


heroes  of  the  lost 


the  Full  Arm  salute. 


Uir?i 


Old  Comrades 


COMRADE 


OBITUARIES 


Bill  Howard  Baker 


saxmur  at  his  Winbledon 
heme  an  February  13,  mi. 
tPORD  BAKER, 63,  who  after 
serving  in  the  armed  forties 
in  latter  part  of  the  war 
became  an  early  menfcer  of 
Union  Movement. 

A  freelance  journalist, 
bom  in  Cork  where  he  was 
educated  and  editor  of  his 
school  magazine,  he  later 
forsook  politics  for  a  lit¬ 
erary  career.  He  estab¬ 
lished  himself,  as  Peter 
Saxon,  and  under  his  own 
name, as  author  of  Sexton 
Blake  stories,  and  became 
editor  of  the  Sexton  Blake 
Library  for  Amalgamated 
Press. 

In  1968  he  founded  his 
successful  almost  'one  nan 
publishing  house,  continu¬ 
ing  with  Sexton  Blake  and 
specialising  in  biog¬ 
raphies.  Another  successful 
venture  bom  out  of  his 
boyhood  love  of  Billy  Bunt- 
er  and  Co  at  Greyfriars 
School  was  the  reprinting 
of  the  weekly  Magnet, 
printing  more  than  its 
original  run  between  1908 
and  1940, and  had  completed 
same  ninety  per  cent  of  the 
1600-odd  when  he  died. 


"Hark!  the  sound  of  many  voicea 


Echoes  through  the  rale  of 


J.P.:  Canterbury  Branch  British  Onion 


AW*Y,QNX.E.P.*Blil:  Southampton  BO:  IBB  British  political 

prisoner : London  OH:  at  93  oldest  Chelsea  Pensioner. 

_  February  1976 

BavlW, Arthur:  BO  '1'  Squad:  D/L  West  Ham:  Upton  Parliamentary 

Candidate:  18B  British  tolltlcal  Prisoner:  OH.  23  tocl>  1988 
BHCW.1 1  ,Joo :Brl tlsh  L  Enpire  Heavyweight  Boxing  Champion  1919-23: 

HU: 180  British  Political  Prisoner :UH. At  87.  March  1965 

BHDCK-GRiqcs,Tt»:  BU:  RAF: IBB  British  Political  Prisoner  arrested 
on  active  service  Far  East:  husband  of  BU  Chf .  Womens  Organiser 

March  1982 

BO  D/L  Croydon  winning  Actlm  Sales  Qx>:  Later 
D/Insp:18B  British  Political  Prl&oner: Bristol  CM.  Breh  1961 
<XATKM,Chsrlle:  East  Lcndcn  BU  and  UM  Drus  Corps.  17  March  1978 
DCHDVAH-J.K.  Lbtehouse  BO:  seaman  'Action'  contributor  'Ocm 


mWg,OaroHiy,Vlaoomtesa :  BU  Pari .Cand. North  Norfolk:*. 

26  Mnxh  1957 

BOCN,W.C. 'Bill * :  BO  D/L  Lancaster,  D/Insp.  N/tancs  t  Westmorland 
BO  Perl . Cirri. Burnley rholder  BO  Cold  Award.  5  hUuarr  1989 

EATCH, Harry:  East  London  BO  and  OH.  Mruxy  1976 

FW80S,Pon:  Nottingham  BU:18B  British  political  prisoner. 

Mirth  1952 

PUtXaLMi V-On  JJX.  CB  am  OBO:  original  tank  expert,  thinker 
and  writer :organlsed  British  tanks  World  War  1:BU  Parliamentary 
Candidate  Westminster  St.George's.  10  February  1966 

qj0D,Aiwi:  BU  and  UM  speaker:  O.M's  UM  secretary:  Ihrly  1979 

ora^dn:  Hackney  BU  and  Essex  UM.  March  1959 

HAMILTON, Sir  Arctllbaldi;  papular  member  at  Selsey  Blaclshirt  Canps 

March  1939 

KAMI -EY,  Prank:  Sheffield  teacher:  BU:  188  British  Political  Pris¬ 
oner:  UM  organiser  and  election  candidate.  26  March  1985 

HATES, Florence:  HU  D/L  Bournemouth,  Wbmens  County  Of fioer, Hants: 

18B  British  Political  Prisoner:  UM.  tfarcfa  1982 

mAHLBll  1 1  Shoreditch  Uhlan  Hoeoent.  Much  1949 

HU HUf .William:  former  D/T  Ddgbaston, Birmingham  BUx  Admary  1937 
jygS.Hsm  Shoreditch  BU:  E/Yorks  Regt:  UM  E/London  election 
candidate  1949.  Pehruary  1990 

- ■  ■■  .  w  in  Ouaiait,  llna'fl  Iwtwi:  1KB  British  Pnlifc— 


A  sane  examination  of  this 
scenario  would  conclude  that 
it  is  not  Saddam  that  is 
mad,  but  its  exponents  that 
are  candidates  .for  a 
lunatic  asylum. 

is 


Although  Bill  Howard 
Baker's  business  life  kepi 
him  outside  politics, he  did 
not  forget  old  friends  and 
was  always  approachable  and 
helpful  where  his  knowledge 
of  a  subject  was  required. 

We  were  closely  associated, 
at  O.M.'s  reguest,  with  the 
design  of  the  cover  of  the 
paperback  Mosley  -  Right  or 
Wrong?  in  1961,  and  before 
his  untimely  death, he  gave 
valuable  help  in  the  plac¬ 
ing  far  publication  and 
associated  matters  of  John 
Chamley’s  Blackshirts  and 


Roses  after  the  author's 
death. 

Dorothy  Evens 

With  deep  sorrow  we  report 
the  death  on  January  15  at 
Gnys.Fksex,  of  iikitwt 
EVBG,  widow  of  Eddie,  BU 
and  UM  of  Upminster  and 
South  London. 

Many  veteran  UN  members 
will  remerrber  Dorothy  and 
Eddie, always  present  at 
Action  Society,  and  POM 
social  functions  until 
Eddie's  death  in  1986,  and 
some  of  Eddie's  unseen  work 
for  the  Mosley  Movements 
over  nany  years. 

Dorothy  neintained  her 
moral  and  financial  support 
to  FCM  after  Eddie's  death, 
and  It  will  surprise  many 
that  she  died  in  her  81st 
year. 

Farewell  old  friend. 


Published  by  John  Christian  for  . 
Friends  of  O.M. 


Saturday,  May11th,1991 


1?, Mulberry  Close.  London.  14 


BU  IWrl .Cand. Burnley :holder  B0  Cold  Award.  5  February  1989 

MATCH, Barry:  East  London  BU  and  UM.  MUmrr  1976 

PAtatlb-COn:  Nottingham  BU:18B  British  political  prisoner. 

Msteh  1952 

FtXXEB, Mil-On  J.F.C-  CB  QB  OBO:  original  tank  expert,  thinker 
and  writer :organised  British  tanks  World  War  1:BU  Parliamentary 
Candidate  Westminster  St -George  'a .  10  February  1966 

GDDD.Am:  BU  and  UM  speaker:  O.M's  UM  secretary:  Ikrly  1979 

raaagl^John:  Hackney  BU  and  Essex  UM.  March  1959 

HAMILTON. Sir  Archibald::  papular  member  at  Selsey  Blaclshirt  Canps 

March  1939 

HAKIfTC, Frank:  Sheffield  teacher:  BU:  188  British  Political  Pris¬ 
oner:  UM  organiser  and  election  candidate.  26  March  1985 

HATES,  Florence:  BU  D/L  Bournemouth,  Wbmens  County  Of  fioer ,  Hants: 

18B  British  Political  Prisoner:  UM.  Much  1982 

HJUKBLBlll:  Shoreditch  Ukiion  Hcammcnt.  March  1949 

lafTTCM.willlaau  former  D/T  Rdgbaston, Birmingham  BUx  Aatnaty  1937 
JCTgS, Harry  axseditch  BU:  E/Yorks  Regt:  DM  E/Londgn  election 

candidate  1949.  February  1990 

Its?”  LS.'Mf':  rn  !Mr1  -Candidate  King's  Lynn:  188  British  Polit- 
cal  Prisoner :UM.  ttereh  1974 

HHrH8l,Mrs:  BO  Limebouse  Brandt:  101  year  old  mother  of  Gladys 

Walsh.Clactm.wbo  passed  away  Deoeaber  1990.  3  February  1973 

UVDKS,Ieelle:  Leytonsbone  British  Onion  Mirth  1935 

■aTOJPTE.Rallb  of  Bures, Suf folk :BU  t  UM:  at  85:  22  February  1989 

Snam/MbCJ  BO  Pari  -Candidate  Guildford:  after  injury  from 

brick  an  Blackshirt  march.  February  1939 

SHeaCR.H.A;  Rroadstairs  BO  i  UM.  February  1973 

VALERlAMI.ITlmelnil  III, 'Raa* :  well  known  London  BU  member  and 

proprietor  of  The  ftolbom  Distributing  Ompany.  He  organised 
the  sale  of  Action  by  otreetsellers  and  newsagents,  and  during 
the  war, at  risk  of  arrest, provided  office  accomodation  for  the  ] 
18B  Detainees  Aid  Fund.  At  81. 


WIGFblAN, Frank  C:  D/Tr . Worcester  BU:  music  and  singing  tutor  Worc¬ 
ester  Cathedral  School:  composer  of  BO's  Battle  Song  and  author 
of  unpublished  Delayed  Banwst.  written  in  a  British  con¬ 
centration  caop.  17  March  1983 

me’l3I,JaoBS  H:  78  Canadian  Btn  1914—18:  BU  D/haader  Dorset  Norm 
6  18B  British  Political  Priaoner:Wes:;ex  Hr.UM.  March  1953 
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th  not  a  British  or 
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COMRADE  I 
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The  Spirit  Lives. .  .Tlie  Rest  Will  Follow 


|0  NOT  JUDGE  ME  or  this  Movement  by  any  words  of  mine  or  any  other 
I  man.  judge  us  by  the  facts,  judge  us  by  our  records,  by  the 


“ history  which  lies  behind  us.  And  this  arh  at  least  I  claim  from 
that  history  -  Whether  you  are  for  us  car  against  us  —  yen  will  find 
in  this  Movement ^nen  who  have  stood  fast  against  corruption,  men  vho 
refused  to  sell  the  working  class  when  the  Labour  leaders 
let  them  down.  )  Oswald  Mosley;  Ltmehouse  October  14  1936 


lln  Peace -or-Warl 


BLACKSHIRTS 

‘ Judge  us  by  our  records’ 

IN  OUR  continual  research  to  establish  the  facts  to 
bequeath  to  posterity  the  true  picture  of  Mosley  and 
his  oen,  it  has  become  evident,  as  OCMRAOE  continues 
to  show,  that  a  considerable  nunfeer  of  his  Black¬ 
shirts  were  killed  in  action  in  World  War  11. 

These  young  men,  those  laughing  faces  we  remenfcer, 
shining  bright  through  the  mists  of  time  had,  with 
Mosley  and  a  dream  at  his  Greater  Britain  in  their 
hearts,  challenged  the  threatening  winds  of  destiny 
of  Britain’s  decline,  the  mews  towards  a  European 
war  making  decline  Inevitable,  as  it  did, and  strived 
their  utmost  to  prevent  it. 

ttwai  war  came,  and  they  became  the  scapegoats  of  a 
panicking  political  establishment,  their  comrades 
jailed  without  trial  and  the  people  turned  against 
them  on  false  allegations  of  treachery, they  gave, for 
Britain, their  lives,  an  exanple  of  the  true  meaning 
of  Patriotism.  and  of  the  integrity  of  Mosley's  men. 

Such  a  young  man  was  CYRIL  WATSON.  Me  tell  the 
story  of  the  action  that  started  his  long  trail  to 
British  onion's  toll  of  Honour,  and  into  history. 


The  last  day  of 
Seaman  Watson 

£  ■  NTEND  ATTACKING  AT 
A. DAM4.. 9 signalled  the 
2nd  Destroyer  Flotilla 
Oonraander,  Captain  B.A. 
torburton-Lee,  pa  trolling 
in  Norway's  Vestfiord,to 
the  Admiralty  an  the 
evening  of  April  9  1940. 


Part  of  a  British  naval 
force  protecting  the  laying 
of  mines  the  previous  day 
in  the  Indreled,  neutral 
Norway's  territorial  waters 
through  which  in  winter 
Swedish  iron  ore  was 
shipped  to  Germany ,  he  had 
that  morning  been  signalled 
to  'send  some  destroyers 
up  to  Narvik  to  make  cert¬ 
ain  that  no  enemy  troops 
land.' 

The  German  response  to  Brit- 


WS  HARDY:  last  seen  by 
survivors  on  fire  and  one 
gun  still  in  action 


lsh  Operation  'Wilfred'  had 
been  instant  however,  and 
although  troops  had  been  em¬ 
barked  for  two  days  at  ftosyth 
and  the  Clyde  in  cruisers  and 
transports  to  occupy  Norwegian 
ports, Including  Narvik, should 
the  Gernans  attenpt  to  sieze 
them  -  Plan  'R4  ‘  -  German  armed 
forces  had  an  the  9th  invaded 
Demurk  and  Norway  and  by  dawn 
Narvik  was  In  the  hands  of 
2,000  mountain  troope,  con¬ 
veyed  In  10  destroyers. 

Two  hours  later  in  London, 
Churchil  1 ,  then  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  and  Chairman  of 
the  Military  Oo-ordination 
Carrol  t  tee,  the  persistent 
originator  of  the  plan  to  mine 
routes!  wafers  and  Irr  vie 
Norway,  was  reporting  to  the 
War  Cabinet  that  destroyers 
were  standing  by  ‘to  stop 
nrmy  transports  entering 

Narvik-'  Tarn  to  Fife  6 


6  Judge  us  by 
II  the  facts  *  11 


AS  we  go  to  press,  the 
Mltrr  and  several  old 
aoKades  too  were  present 
at  the  'Battle  at  Cable 
Street'  In  1936,  were 
attending,  at  the  invi¬ 
tation  at  the  Institute 
of  Oontesporary  British 
History ,a  'witness  semi¬ 
nar'  on  'Cable  Street', 
the  purpose  being  to  get 
behind  the  myths  and  its 
aftermath. 

Because  at  Increasing 
academic  interest  In 
British  Onion  history, to 
have  devoted  east  at  this 
issue  bo  the  facts,  not 
the  myth, of  Cable  Street. 


©British  Union® 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


6th  Btn  Green  Howards i 
Limehouae  British  Obion  i 
20 1. tilled  Inaction  near 
Dunkirk  25  May  1940: Lies 
Cye-Plage  Comunsl  Cem- 


BKn<Bl,Cpl  .A.A,Ji2nd  Btn 
Black  watch:  Dorset 
British  Onion i ill led  In 
action  Burma  5  April 
1944i  Nam  Inscribed  on 
Rangoon  Memorial 
KAST.Lt.Phlllpi  5th  Btn 
Queen's  Own  Cameron 
Highlanders iLeytonstone 
British  Onion ■ 26 ikil lad 
In  action  Tunisia  24 
April  1943 1  Lies  In 
Madjex-el-Bab  war  Cams 
tery, Tunis  is . 
FITOLaq/ldr  .R.L-J.  ETC i 


FRFflapham 

Brit. Obion 
26:  killed 
in  flying 
cps  Norfolk 
21  Kay  1945 
Burled  St. 

Nicholas 
Churchyard 
Kelveden  Hatch, Essex. 

Pll.B.W.  RAF  VR 


killed  in  flying  acc¬ 
ident  fto. 3 Glider  Train- 
School  28  May  1943  after 
release  from  18B  polit- 
cal  Imprisonment. Age  22 
ha  v*«  ••■sis  British 
Obion  there  he  now  lies 
In  a  collective  grave 
at  Harehllla  Cemetery. 
mvnc.Pte.Ri  1/5  Btn 
Queens  Royal  Regts  21: 
9»redltch  British  Obion 
killed  In  action  near 
Dunkirk  28  May  1940: 
Lies  Strazeels  Ccmnunal 
Cemetery , Franc* . 
HITPORD.Mal  .The  Hon. Tom: 


KRRC:  mo 

Branch  Brit¬ 
ish  Obion: 
brother  of 
Ledy  Mosley: 
killed  inac¬ 
tion:  age  36 
Burra  4  April 
1945.  I 

He  Is  burled  at  Taukkyan 
War  Oemetery, Rangoon. 
WATSON, A/B  Cyril:  RN: 
Central  leeds  Branch 
British  Obloruage  21: 
killed  In  action  "»4S 
Hardy"  off  r&cvik, 
Norway,  April  10  1940: 
Raarterel  Plymouth 
Naval  Memorial. 


ril/May  1991 


If  MHE  GEHERAL  CRY.. ..that  the  entire  population  of  East  London  had  risen  against  Mosley 
I  and  had  declared  that  he  and  his  followers  'should  not  pass', and  that  they  did  not  pass 
*  'owing  to  the  solid  front  presented  by  the  workers  of  East  London.'  Uiis  statement,  is, 
however,  far  from  reflecting  accurately  the  state  of  affairs....  J 

1  Branch  Report,  November  1936:  Public  Record  Office  MEPQL  2/3043 


MOSLEY 

SPEAKS 

IN 

EAST 

LONDON 

SUNDAY 


OCTOBER 


FOU R  MARCHING  COLUMNS 
FOUR  GREAT  MEETINGS 


MOSLEY  wiu  «  au.  ultima 


Incitement  to 
violence 


out 


Beading  of  a  Red  leaflet 
circulating  In  East  Bid 

5,000  POLICE  IN 
‘STAND-BY*  TO-DAY 

PRECAUTIONS  FOR  THE 
EAST  END  MARCH 

POLICC  WIH  MOaiUlCOKAALV  TO-DAY 
IN  ANTICIPATION  0#  CLAIM  (I  IN  TM| 
f  ART  KND  Of  LONDON  THIS  ATTCRNOON 

Sunday  headlines 
October  4  1936 


British  Onion  Press 
Statement  .October  4  1934 
authorised  by  Mosley 


RMe  have  held  many 
aeetlngs  in  recent 
Months  without  dis¬ 
order. 

<<Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
addressed  100,000 
people  in  Victoria 
Park  without  serious 
disturbance . 

«East  Londoners  are 
not  hostile  to  our 
aeetlngs. 

tfAn  attack  on  this 
procession  and  these 
aeet 1 ngs , however , ha s 
been  openly  organised 
for  days . ; 

KBast  London  has 
been  chalked  with  the 
aost  extreme  incite¬ 
ments  to  violence... 

Hour  sole  object  is 
to  lay  our  case 
before  the  public.!’ 


British  Union  and 
East  London 


CABLE  STREET 
AND  AFTER 


WHAIEVSt  the  public  response  of  the  Authorities 
and  the  British  Oraamtut  Party  at  the  time,  there 
was  apparently  a  remarkable  degree  of  private 
agreement  an  British  Union's  view  of  events, writes 

GORDON  BECKWELl 


The  Eve 


•  "Out  of  the  Ghetto" 
Joe  Jacobs  [1978] 
Secretary,  Stepney 
Communist  Party 

tVIIE  DtSPBCTDR.  .  .said 
'I  saw  among  your 
|  possessions  there 
was  a  razor  blade  in  a 
holder.'  This  was  true.  I 
used  It  as  a  pen  knife 
particularly  for  sharpen¬ 
ing  pencils.  These  things 
were  in  oomui  use.? 


•  "East  End  News" 
October  6  1936 

(P.C.Webb  said  about 
io.15  pm  on  Friday,  Oct. 2 
he  was  one  of  a  number  of 
officers  who  were  escort¬ 
ing  a  procession  of  200  to 
300  Oamunists  along  the 
Mile  End  Road  towards 
Stepney  Green. 

At  the  comer  of  Burdett 
Road,  a  girl  dressed  in 
Blackshirt  uniform  was 
selling  the  Blackshirt 
newspaper.  The  menbers  of 
the  crowd  rushed  towards 


BARRICADE  STORMED  IN  LO 

Anti-Faiciiti  Batoned:  Paving  Star i. 
Tom  Up:  63  Arm.!.:  gSS^W 

TBT 
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HUSST'S!  ixnvuoiii*,.-,  [Ir,  = 

CHARGE  TO  CLEAR  STJ?E 
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BATON  CHARGES  IN  STREET 

84  Arratu  Follow  Turmoil  In  the 


Trail  of  the 
Red  Mob 
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A  lane  polloeaan  faces 
the  Red  mob  In  Aldgate 


her  and  attempted  to  get 
hold  of  her.  Exit  several 
police  officers'  ranged 
themselves  round  her  and 
protected  her. 

Jacobs, who  was  the  lead- 
of  the  Comunis  ts ,  was 
shouting, 'Lynch  her!  Lynch 
her! '9 

Jacobs  was  arrested  far 
leading  the  attack  on  the 
lane  woman  Blackshirt. 

She  did  not  have  a  razor 
blade  an  her  far  sharpening 


The  Day 


After  the  acmmdssJoner  of 
the  Metropolitan  Iblloe,  Sir 
nOllp  Game,  banned  tne 
march,  the  main  body  of 
Blackshirts  lurched  west  to 
Westminster, but  back  in  Bast 
London  at  the  4  places  where 
Mosley  had  been  going  to 
speak.  Blackshirt  meetings 
did  go  ahead, and  Blackshirts 
DID  midi  through  Bast  London 
an  the  late  afternoon  of  the 
'Battle  of  Cable  Street*. 

A  fact  newr  regarded  in 
the  Ocmmunist  and  madia  cre¬ 
ated  and  now  fading  histori¬ 
cal  myth  that  'Bast  London 
workers  an  that  day  drove 
Mosley's  Blackshirts  out  of 
Bast  London'. 

But  a  fact  recorded  at  the 
time  in  Special  Branch  re¬ 
ports,  and  released  with 
other  ing  truths  to 
the  Public  Record  Office  un¬ 
der  the  30-yoar  rule.  ^ 
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More  1 
of  the 
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INCITEMENT 

TO 

VIOLENCE 


A  SPECIAL  MESSAGE  TO  EAST  LONDON 
2\  FROM  OSWALD  MOSLEY 


night.  By  llam  there  were 
300  people  waiting  to  hear 
Mosley  speak.  Charlie  lewis 
and  Dave  Robinson  addressed 
the  crowd  which  by  3.45pm 
had  increased  to  5000.  At 
5pm  200  Reds  attacked  the 
speaker  and  the  police 
closed  the  meetirn. 

ICOCTCN: 

After  Cable  Street  the  Fteds 
organised  a  ‘Victory’  iwset- 
lng  in  Hoocton  Square. After¬ 
wards,  several  hundred 
COmnunist  supporters  tried 
to  hold  a  'Victory'  aarch 
through  East  Tendon  but  it 
stopped  and  dispersed  in 
nearbye  Heaton  Street  after 
a  ‘slight  affray  occurred' 
involving  hostile  East 
Londoners.  5 

The 

Reckoning 


I  HAVE  been  asked  by  Editor  to  give  a  brut  account  of  the  **  Bntiui 
Union."  Already  I  hove  tpokrn  often  ot  pur  National  Sociolist  creed  in 
fcqjt  London  and  hove  been  deeply  moved  by  the  welcome  which  the 
workers  hove  given  to  our  Couse.  The  people  of  Eos!  London  hove  found  in  our 
folth  their  own  folth  ond  hove  mode  our  Movement  thoir  own. 

We  love  our  country,  but  we  wont  revolutionary  chonge  to  build  o  country 
worthy  of  thot  love.  We  fight  the  politico  I  ponies  whlth  hove  betrayed  our 
country  ond  sold  It  to  the  corrupt  interests  of  Jewish  finance  We  hove  had 
enough  of  the  Sociolist  I  voders  who  mode  promises  to  the  workers  ond  then 
"  sold  out  **  on  them.  We  hove  hod  more  then  enough  of  the  Conservatives  and 
Liberals  who  exist  to  defend  the  greet  vested  interests 

All  the  ponies  hove  boon  tried  ond  found  wonting.  All  serve  the  alien  end 
betray  Britain.  Therefore  set  fight  them  with  the  motto  “Britain  for  the 
Britith  “ 


W«  believe  thot  with  the  potaioneto  faith  of  a  religious  conviction. 

We  know  that  within  the  British  Emptr*  we  have  all  the  wealth  that  ms 

people  can  need.  Our  people  ore  the  heirs  of  o  great  and  glorious  inheritance 
won  by  the  heroism  of  our  forefathers. 

But  the  **  internationalism  "  of  the  political  parties  prevents  the  develop* 
men*  of  thot  heritage  for  the  benefit  ol  the  British  people  They  have  mode  of 
Great  Britain  the  dumping  ground  of  the  alien.  This  shall  stop.  What  our  fort* 
fathers  hod  the  manhood  to  win  we  have  the  manhood  to  develop  for  our  own 
people. 

But  be  lore  we  con  do  it  we  must  get  rio  of  the  international  parties,  Social* 
ft!  and  Conservative  alike,  and  put  in  power  a  Government  with  the  motto: 
••  Britain  First.**  This  is  the  purpose  of  the  British  Union  and  you  ton  help 
us  to  do  it. 


CALLING  ALL  EX-SERVICEMEN! 

HANCH  Of  HIND  OUO 
NATIONAL  OANNCR 
Tfcan  SimN  m  N  ISICII  will, 

camnin 

RALLY  I  OURWARO  STREET 

SUNDAY.  OCTOOIO  «.  I  JO  pMM. 


AND  MORE  OF  THE  REALITY 


[Special  Branch  Report  «*a.  2/3043 

Organised  far  'attacking  Fascism 
in  its  strongholds  and  sweeping  it 
off  the  streets  of  London',  It  was 
'doubtful  whether’  the  Jewish- 
Oonrtmist  Ex-Serviceman's  Movement 
had  'more  than  one-half'  who  '*«re 


But  the  Movement  must  be  British  and  composed  of  men  and  women  who 
have  stood  true  «s  steel  against  the  corruption  of  the  old  parties  and  the  groat 
alien  interests.  This  we  can  prove  it  true  of  our  British  Union  alone. 

Study  our  record  ano  our  policy  and  tee  lor  yourselves  Thot  is  ail  we  ash 
because  we  know  that  the  result  will  be  to  moke  you  a  Notional  Socialist  Then 
we  can  welcome  you  to  a  great  brotherhood  of  Britons  dedicated  to  the  salvation 
of  the  land  we  love. 

Don't  stand  aside  and  let  others  fight  for  you.  Join  our  ranks  and  fight 
for  yourselves  and  fight  for  your  country.  Your  children  will  bless  you  as  the 
men  and  women  who  led  Britain  to  greatness  again. 

-OSWALD  MOSLEY 


0"Out  of  the  Ghetto" 
Joe  Jacobs 

i As  we  marched  along  the 
Whitechapel  Road  the  shout¬ 
ing  grew  louder,  we  got  to 
Green  Street^everyooe  braced 
themselves  because  ve  were 
about  to  enter  the  enemy's 
so-called  stronghold..... As 
we  approached  the  area  near 
the  BUF  headquarters  the 
pavements  were  lined  with 
Blackshirts  and  their  supp¬ 
orters.  They  pelted  us  with 
rotten  fruit  and  flour. 9 

■ten  days  after  'Cable 
Street',  after  a  day  of 
mounting  excitement  in  the 
East  End  as  rumcxirs  grew, 
Mosley  turned  up  at  an  i»»- 
advertised  meeting  and  spoke 
to  cheering  thousands  in  Vic¬ 
toria  Park  Square,  Bethnal 
Green.  He  then  headed  a  march 
to  Salem  Uane.Limehouse^nd 
spoke  again  to  a  cheering 
crowd  of  thousands. 

The  march  had  been  banned, 
but  when  Mosley  told  the 
police  he  was  going  to  walk 
to  Uiehouse,  and  the  crowd 
would  probably  follow,  they 
withdrew  the  ban. 


Blackshirts  and  supporters 
far  one  mile  through  Bethnal 
Green  bark  to  their  Dist¬ 
rict  Headquarters  at  222, 
Green  Street.  No  disorder. 
bTAFFOBD  ROAD,  BOW: 

Alex  Brandon  and  Eddie 
Turner  held  the  platform  for 
British  Union.  300  people 
were  still  present  when 
Turner  closed  the  meeting  at 
5.50pm.  No  disorder. 

SAUCN  Utft,  UHHPOSE; 
Platform  in  position  at  mid- 


from  Its  proposed  location 
at  Victoria  Park  Square. 

Alf  Cooper  iield  the  plat¬ 
form  from  12.15pn.At  5.15pm 
there  were  400  people  pres¬ 
ent  and  6  in  Blackshirt 
uniform.  This  increased  to 
1500  with  26  in  uniform. 
'Mick*  Clarke,  District  In¬ 
spector  of  the  8th  London 
Area,  spoke  for  30  minutes 
denouncing  the  Government 
ban.  At  6.05pm  he  closed  the 
meeting  and  led  a  march  of 


PRO:  HO144/21061 


The  platform  was  set  up  at 
10am  and  Licnel  Duncan  held 
the  pitch  for  British  Union. 
At  5.30pm.  1000  people  were 
still  waiting  to  hear 
Mosley  .Bailey, Arthur  Nagels 
and  Bill  Hunt  spoke.  All 
the  speakers  were  enthusi¬ 
astically  received  by  the 
audience  and  there  were  many 
cries  of  'SHAME'  wtien  it  was 
learned  that  the  march  had 
been  banned.  Meeting  ended 
at  7.35pm.  No  disorder. 

(MSMISlW!liT,EEWIM<gBM: 
Police  moved  the  British 
Onion  meeting  to  this  site 
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3ICABLE  STREET 

0 Special  Branch 
PRO:  H0144/21061 

Special  Branch  reported 
that  Mosley  spoke  at  Victoria 
Park  Square, where  the  crowd 
had  grown  to  7000  by  8pm.  "It 
was  noticeable  by  the  salute 
that  80%  were  his  supp¬ 
orters."  They  marched  to 
Salmon  Lane,  Limehouse  where 
the  crowd  swelled  to  12,000. 
"No  organised  disturbance 
and  the  BUF  carried  out  their 
programme  without  a  hitch... 

It  was  remarkable,  in  view 
of  the  attitude  adopted  by 
the  anti -Fascist  bodies  to¬ 
wards  the  previous  fascist 
march  that  this  procession 
should  pass  unmolested  and 

practically  unopposed . at 

intervals  the  fascist  salute 
was  given  by  people  in  door¬ 
ways  or  by  small  groups  on 
the  pavements ..  In  Conmercial 
Road  there  was  some  disorg¬ 
anisation  of  traffic  owing 
to  the  huge  crowds  -  3000 
marchers  and  some  3000  who 
accompanied  them  and  about 
5000  at  the  meeting  place... 
...500  in  British  Union 
uniform." 

•"Our  Flag  Stays  Red" 


i"Our  Flag  Stays  Red' 
hil  Piratin  [1948] 
MP  and  Ocmmunist 
Organiser 


Q  Special  Branch 
PRO:  H0144/21064 

Special  Branch  reported 
that  the  Blackshirt  member¬ 
ship  for  Limehouse  (just  one 
part  of  Stepney)  was  1700. 

A' Mick'  Clarke  at 
at  Victoria  Park 
Square, Bethnal  Green 
October  14  1936 

{The  Government  bows  down 
to  Red  violence  and  connun- 
ist  intimidation  but  since 
October  4th.,  British  Union 
have  held  many  meetings  at 
the  placed  where  their 
Leader  had  planned  to  speak 
before  the  Government  proved 
itself  incapable  of  admin¬ 
istrating  law  and  order. J 

A Mosley  at  Salmon 
Lane ,  Limehouse 
October  14  1936 

£  From  this  attack  delivered 
upon  us  we  cone  back  not 
weaker  but  stronger.. . .“they 
have  come  to  our  standards 
because  they  will  not  see 
the  flag  of  Britain  trampled 
in  the  dust... The  people  of 
East  London  have  created 
this  Movement  of  ours  in 
your  midst.  It  is  to  the 
People  we  come  and  from  the 
People  we  derive  our 

strength . It  is  because 

they  are  so  afraid  of  the 


fone  evening  Mosley  held  a 
meeting  in  Sal  non  Lane, Lime¬ 
house... I  went  along  to  this 
meeting,  made  myself  incon¬ 
spicuous,  and  watched  to  see 
the  support  which  Mosley 

had . what  kind  of  people 

would  march. The  fascist  band 
moved  off,  and  behind  him 
about  50  thugs  in  blackshirt 
uniform. Then  came  the  people 

. men,  women  (some  with 

babies  in  arms) ,  and  young¬ 
sters  marched  behind  Mosley's 
banner.  1  knew  some  of  these 
people,  some  of  the  men  wore 
craoe— union  badges... Why  are 
these  ordinary  working  class 
folk  supporting  Mosley? 
Obviously  because  Mosley's 
appeal  struck  a  cord... above 
all  these  people  were  living 
miserable  squalid  lives. 5 


appeal  we  have  made  to  the 
People  that  they  are  anxious 
to  prevent  the  People  hear- 
in  that  case . . .Why  are  they 
so  afraid  of  us  addressing 
you  and  making  a  s peach  to 
you?  It  is  because  the 
Blackshirt  cause  has  gone 
straight  to  your  hearts . .We 
do  not  interfere  with  their 
meetings. . .They  cannot  meet 
our  arguments  or  our  case 
and  they  are  terrified  of  my 
speaking,  and  my  friend 
Clarke  speaking,  because 
they  know  that  we  have  got 
a  case  they  cannot  answer . . 
. .  instead  of  meeting  argu¬ 
ment  with  argument. . . .the 
only  argument  they  have  to 
the  Blackshirt  case  is  the 

brickbat  and  the  razor . 

This  I  claim  from  History: 


f  "Out  of  the  Ghetto" 
Joe  Jacobs 

tThe  fascists  did  rally  in 
Victoria  Park  Square  within 
3  or  4  days  of  October  4th. 
[actually  10  day  a.  Kdjand  did 
inarch  through  Mile  End  to 
Limehouse  right  across  Step¬ 
ney  shortly  after.... The  DPC 
(District  Party  Conmittee  of 
the  CPGBJ  said  it  would  have 
been  ridiculous  to  launch  a 
'They  Shall  not  Pass'  cam¬ 
paign  and  then  have  to  face 
humiliating  defeat,  because 
the  fascists  had  succeeded 


whether  you  are  for  us  or 
against  us,  hate  us  or  love 
us  -  you  will  find  in  this 
Movement  men  who  have  stood 
fast  against  corruption  and 
not  let  down  the  Working 
Class.  Tonight  you  have 
given  me  that  kindness  and 
comradeship  that  I  have 
come  to  know  in  East 
London." 


|  Special  Branch 
PRO:  MEPOL  2/3043 


( The  general  cry  of 
the  anti-fascist  press  was 


And  Rally  they  did! 


mm 


RALLY  TO  MOSLEY 


Mosley  takes  the  salute  of  the  huge  crowd  at 
Salmon  Lane,  Limehouse,  on  October  14  1936 

The  day  the  East  End  took  Mosley  and 
his  Blackshirts  to  their  hearts 


not  pass  'owing  to  the  solid 
front  presented  by  the  work¬ 
ers  of  East  London. '  This 
statement,  is,  however,  far 
from  reflecting  accurately 
the  state  of  af fairs... There 
is  abundant  evidence  that  the 
Fascist  movement  has  been 
steadily  gaining  in  many 
parts  of  East  London  and  has 
strong  si^port  in  such  dist¬ 
ricts  as  Stepney, Shoreditch, 
Bethnal  Green,  Hackney  and 
Bow. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  unruly  element  in  the 
crowd..... was  very  largely 

Conrnmist-  inspired . Whi  le 

attempts  by  the  Ocmmunist 
Party  to  raise  enthusiasm 
over  the  'Fascist  defeat' 
ware  conparative  failures, 
the  British  Onion  of 
Fascists,  during  the  week 
following  the  ban  of  their 
march,  conducted  the  most 
successful  series  of  meetings 
since  the  beginning  of  the 
movement.  In  Stepney,  Shore¬ 
ditch,  Bethnal  Green,  Stoke 


A "Daily  Express"  j 
October  15  1936 

\  It  was  then  I  saw  a  scene  that  to  ! 

5  irt  was  emxzlng.  I  would  have  j 
;  sworn  away  my  life  In  defence  of  a  : 
j  belief  that  such  a  spectacle  was  not  • 

|  even  remotely  possible  In  any  part  j 
:  of  London. 

Thousands  of  labouring  men  and  • 
i  women  threw  up  their  arms  In  the  j 
•  German  Nazi  salute.  Not  a  few  : 

:  here  and  there,  let  It  be  stressed,  j 
|  but  Ave  out  of  every  six.  Not  a  j 
:  boo,  not  a  hiss,  not  a  discordant  ! 

:  note  of  any  tort,  but  much  cheering,  j 

i  i 

I  I  found  it  difficult  to  believe  my  j 
i  eyes.  Not  to  Ions  ago  I  watched  i 
[  Hiller  ride  through  miles  of  Berlin  : 

:  streets  to  open  the  Olympic  Games,  j 
:  By  comparison  —  this,  of  course,  : 

:  refers  to  the  size  of  the  crowds—  j 
j  there  were  more  Nazi  salutes  ncer  j 
I  Victoria  Park  last  night  than  there  j 
«  were  on  any  Berlin  corner  last  j 
j  summar. 

;  Hie  'Nazi*  salute  is  act-  \ 

:  ually  the  old  Roman  salute  j 
:  imported  into  England  in  : 

!  B.C.55.  IM1  ! 

oeption;  opposition  to: 
either  non-existent  or  neg 


in  passing  anyway. 5 

The  Stepney  Cotmiunist  Party 
had  a  menbership  of  around 
300  at  that  time  it  was 
reported. 


that  the  entire  population  of 
East  London  had  risen  against 
Mosley  and  had  declared  that 
he  and  his  followers  'should 
not  pass', and  that  they  did 


Newington  and  Limehouse, 
crowds  estimated  at  several 
thousands  of  people. . . 
assembled  and  aooarded  the 
speakers  an  enthusiastic  re- 


ligable  and  no  disorder  toot 

place.... 

In  contrast, rnutdi  oppositicx 

- *5 


*****?  large  nunfcer  of  votes 

reception  in  different  parts  , 

of  East  terrion;  it  has  been  recoraeo. 

for  the  police  to  close  some  That  this  was  not  just  a 
meetings  to  prevent  breeches  'one-off'  is  evident  from  re¬ 
al  the  peace...  suits  eight  months  later  in 

Briefly,  a  definite  pro-  the  Novenfcer  Borough  Elections 
fascist  feeling  has  mani-  which  Blackshirt  randldaten 
tested  Itself  throughout  the  again  fought  in  Bethnal  Green 
districts  mentioned  since  Shoreditch  and  Limehouse,  in- 
the  4th  October.... It  is  re—  eluding  new  Wards  in  Bethnal 
liably  reported  that  the  Qrocn,  and  talcing  on  Mile  End 
tendon  menhershlp  has  been  ^  addition  to  Limehouse  in 
1«:roasod  20005  Stepney,  the  results  which 

\/nfore  have  never  been  analysed  by 
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has  been  displayed  at  meet¬ 
ings  held  by  the  Commun¬ 
ist  movement's  speakers.  Cn 


'Daily  Worker" 
March  5  1937 


»  u lui  o  uavn 

Blackshirts 

Five  months  later.  In  March 
1937,  British  Union  demon¬ 
strated  its  strwjth  in  East 
tendon  by  achieving  at  its 
first  attaint,  a  remarkable 
vote  in  the  IOC  Elections,  in 
those  boroughs  where  Mosley 
was  to  have  spoken  and  Black¬ 
shirts  were  bo  have  marched 
on  that  day  in  October  when 
it  was  alleged,  and  the  myth 
maintained  far  same  50  years, 
that  Mosley  and  his  Black¬ 
shirts  were  unanted  In  East 
tendon,  and  that  the  whole 
population  had  risen  against 
them,  their  'victory'  sig¬ 
nalling  the  end  of  Mosley  and 
his  Novoaent. 

In  Bethnal  Green,  the  per 
oentac^  of  the  total  vote  was 
23  per  oent,in  Limehouse  16.3 
per  cent  and  in  Shoreditch 
14.8  per  cent. 

This  was  remarkable  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  oldest 
local  Blackshirt  organisation 
was  just  over  two  years,  cirri 
the  youngest  only  eight  months 


'Daddies'  election,  only  the 
older  people  had  the  Municiple 
vote. Only  'householders '  were 
legible, the  sorts  and  daughters 
from  whom  Mosley  drew  his  act¬ 
ive  support  and  who  in  the 
1930s  were  generally  living  in 
the  family  home  and  had  the 
Parliamentary  vote,  were 
ineligible. 


A  "Observer" 
w  March  7  1937 

(....the  size  of  their  vote 
was  a  surprise  even  to  those 
in  touch  with  the  East  End.  J 


0  "Manchester 

Guardian" 

March  5  1937 

(The  results  gained... are 
rather  surprising  indications 


political  historians. 

In  Bethnal  Green,  British 
Union  candidates, who  had  dis¬ 
placed  the  old-established 
Liberals  in  March,  maintained 
their  second  place  to  labour, 
and  in  Shoreditch  and  Lime- 
house  they  moved  from  third  to 
second  place,  putting  a  Tory/ 
Liberal  coalition  at  the 
bottom  of  the  poll,  a  success 
achieved  entirely  by  local 
members  and  resources. 

0  "Daily  Worker" 
November  3  1937 

C  Par  the  whole  of  Sbepney 
the  Fascist  vote  was  19  per 
cent,  an  overall  increase.?. 

As  war  clouds  gathered  in 
the  late  1930s,  Blackshirt 
Report  continued  to  grow  In 
East  London. Despite  the  bann- 


Limehouse  Lads 


DEPRESSION  IN  FLEET  STREET 


MNow  All  We  Do  It  Explain  How  The  BUckahirla  Import  Their  Voter*” 


log  of  the  uniform  and  the  ban 
on  marches  in  the  area,  Mosley, 
'Mick'  CIw+b  and  war;'  others 
attracted  ever  increasing 
audiences  culminating  in  over 
100,000  people  in  Bethnal 
Green  on  May  Day, 19 40. 

That  the  rest  of  Big  land, 
and  Indeed  the  rest  of  tendon 
was  generally  unaware  of 
of  the  growing  strength  of 
Mosley's  Blackshirts  in  this 
important  working-class  area 
of  Britain's  capital  city  is 
an  understatement.  An  almost 
total  censorship  of  Mosley  and 
his  men  by  Press  and  BBC,  ex¬ 
cept  Wien  Red  organised  vio¬ 
lence  from  time  to  time  ®- 
suocessfully  attempted  to 
smash  the  Movement, effective¬ 
ly  disinformed  the  British 
people  of  the  true  state  of 


affairs. 

This  conspiracy  of  silence 
ectively  assisted  the  left- 
wing  created  myth  that  Bast 
Biders  on  October  4th  1936  at 
Cable  Street  stopped  Mosley 
once  and  for  all,  his  support 
thereafter  in  continued 
decline. 

This  fraudulent  historical 


and  auto- 


HISTORICAL  LIES 

How  they  are  perpetuated 


fffHILD  nearly  killed  in  Oct  by  Fascists.  Bast  Bid 
Terror  Again. *  screamed  a  REYNOEDS  HEWS  headline  on 
07  March  1937.  Arri  how  odd,  the  JH4ISH  CHRONICLE  had 
an  identical  story.  Over  the  past  50-odd  years,  this 
'historical  evidence'  has  been  picked  up  by  the  media 
when  featuring  1930s  ‘Blacksnirt  thuggery',  ana  even 
academics  have  been  guilty  of  this  charge.  At  times  the 
story  has  again  been  enlarged.  It  was  a  baby  thrown 
through  a  window  by  Blackshirt  thugs,  not  the  original 
brick  I  Vtiat  are  the  facts? 


•Special  Branch 
PRO:  KEPQLi  2/3109 

'A  brick  was  thrown  through 
the  window  of  my  flat  on  the 
Bethnal  Green  Estate.  The 
brick  narrowly  missed  hitt¬ 
ing  my  nine-months-old  baby 
sleeping  in  a  cot  in  that 
room.  I  am  convinced  it  was 
thrown  by  Fascists  who  know 
me  as  being  an  Anti-Fascist 
an  a  member  of  the  Labour 
Party '  according  to  the 
father. The  National  Council 
for  Civil  Liberties  circul- 
M.P.s  and  a  deputation 
saw  the  Home  Secretary, 

Just  two  months  old  at 


Sir  John  Simon  who  ordered 
an  investigation. 

The  police  reported  that 
the  father  had  been  visited 
by  the  National-  Council  for 
civil  Liberties  asking  for 
information  of  '  fascist 
violence  and  he  had  men- 
a  stone  coming  through  the 
the  window,  but  denied  he 
accused  the  fascists. He  had 
not  thought  of  reporting  it 
to  the  police,  and  was  very 
annoyed  when  an  'exagerated 
version'  was  used  in  news- 


LD4EH0QSE  was  East  tendon's  Blackshirt  'baby'  in  1936.  Just  two  months  old  at 
'Cable  Street',  one  of  its  District  Leaders,  Arthur  Mason,  remembers  queues  to  join 
at  Its  premises  over  an  old  stable  in  Ess  fan  street,  near  Salmon  lane,  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  Red  riot.  600  enrolled  in  two  days,  and  a  month  later  Special  Branch  re- 
reported  it  had  1700  neuters.  (PRO:  ID144/21064] 

Five  months  later  it  achieved  16  per  cent  of  the  vote  in  the  ICC  Elections  and 
was  also  presented  with  a  £100  cheque  by  O.M.  for  being  the  fastest  growing  branch. 


annoyed  wnen  an  exagerateu 
version'  was  used  in  news¬ 
papers. 

The  report  concluded: 

'The  window  alleged  broken 
is  about  40  feet  from  the 
ground,  on  the  top  third 
floor'  and  that  examination 
revealed  'that  only  a  snail 
stone  oould  have  broken  it. 
Whoever  threw  the  stone 
oould  not  have  taken  delib¬ 
erate  aim  at  the  windex' . 
Another  myth  nailed. 
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r-3fa  #tetnoriam-i  1  ^Seaman  Watson 


lurtl  tW  nwl  «f  — t  wlm. 
!Q»w  ltn»»  tW  wit  >(  »w. 

»rlul«  Hltre  ■«<  rvlalcvt. 
tM<i  -  trWUlWi  Man...." 

i  Cl  If  ford:  Prt»>.Off 


N/E  Uaed*  Br .British  Union  :»C 
Stiff  speaker:  188  political 
speaker.  Hsll  1987 

CAMlirT  I  .J.H  Manchester  BO 
anil  UN.  Msy  1453 

CJII8  MILL,  Hoy  i  Patriot  .soldier, 
port  i  good  friend  of  Franco 
Spain  and  British  Union. 

In  car  crash  April  1957 

CH11IHL.K.B:  Harden  British  Un¬ 
ion  bus  driver.  April  1111 

OCM,Qskaln  T.f:  Burgess  lllll 

British  onion.  Mr  1939 

mmst, loiter;  British  (Jnlan  D/L 
Doncaster :  188  political  pris¬ 
oner  than  arsed  forces i visited 
by  O.H.  In  hospital  shortly 
before  death:  IX.  IVxll  1963 

DimiBai.B*Bp‘  i  Winchester 
British  Onion:  father  of  Rag/ 
Insp  Charlie  Dickinson. 

April  1440 

DDCM.Nrs  Lilian, wife  of  BO  D/L 
~i— i  Si.n  ulxui.  hti;  ixo 

umglJUkerti  BU  Winchester , 
Hulse  Br.  D/Tr.  April  1»17 

IHnc,  “ISdUr*  :  Union  Wwonsit 
London  Crus  Corps.  13  April  UK 
BU:  Sth  London 
Atrll  1876 
EaSIWEtL,Jscfc:  Bethnal  Green  Br 
British  Union:  UM.  Atrll  1975 

IBW.TBH^ars  Hatlorle  Anas  1a  i 
mother  Kensington  UN  organiser 
Michael  Bigllsh.  April  1952 

UN:  of  Hancnds- 
Atrll  1180 

_  British  Union 

D/TT, Eye, Suffolk: IBB  political 
prisoner:*  4  Aril  19SS 

■  hAlSh.ltlse  Slid:  IX:  aunt  of 


IX. 


worth,  Wlsx. 

George: 


BU  i  tx's  Bill  Harris. 

In  OorssaslI.  Jkrll  19S0 

MOPE.  Ms:  Norwich  British 

Union.  Way  1)17 

nmr,ir.M.T-P.,ix  tics  bhc: 

Sief field  Br. Union. IS  Way  1M0 


a.LtXPl:  British  Union 
D/leader, Hastings.  U  Her  1*40 
ikllllw  ‘Tottenham  1 


B. Union:  1914-18  crifgiled 
soldler:In  Australis  Atrll  1480 
Hrmso, unity  valkyrle  i  sister 
of  lady  Mosley.  28  Wiy  1948 
NKHUICAIH.A:  British  Union 

D/i  Horsham:  18B  political 

prleaner:UH.  Atrll  1948 

WABaai.IedyiBrltlsh  Union  Perl 
Cand .Canterbury.  10  April  1IW 
PHILLIPS ,J«:  Uefnss  British 
Union.  Arr**  !•*' 

XXTTX.imlly : Icrset  British  Un. 
IBB  political  prisoner:  tx. 

mr  mi 

»OHXL.Vloe-Al^  G.a,  PC  III 
D/L  and  Par  1. Cand. hart seouth. 

_  37  Way  1912 

HtnatAAD. David:  BU  WC  Staff: 

In  m/cycle  accident  .Atrll  IMS 
HHggxLE.I-sdy:  mother  of  Lady 
Wee  Icy.  War  1W 

wnwgaaex.Keisrth:  Shoreditch 

British  union.  Way  1939 

SCOTT, Arttar:  Notts  British  Un. 


188  political  prisoner:  UM. 

WBL19S9 


_ Fred:  East  tendon 

Blackshirt  Cadet:  UM  N/Icndon 
Organiser.  30  Atrll  1988 

SHHjgr.Alf :  E/ London  Br. Union: 
husband,  father  UMs  Ann  4  Jerry 
April  1476 


■Me:  Woodford: British 
Union  t  (X  true  Corps :  husband 
>f  ham.  4  Atrll  1988 

9U11«&aMt  *T>««v*:  Limehouse 
British  Uhlon:hU5tend  of  Am. 

_  April  1*84 

fkSKrHSSfC.N.B:  Dorset  Mst  Br. 


Unicn:Boumemth  let  Apr  11  1982 
~  NlUlae:  Kingston 


British  Union:  UM:  at  77. 

3S  Atrll  1990 


two  further  attacks,  the 
British  flotilla  had 


At  noon  the  Admiralty ,  whose 
sole  Intelligence  was  a  press 
report  that  one  German  ship 
had  landed  a  small  force, sig¬ 
nal  led  Harburbon-Lee  to  'Pro¬ 
ceed  to  NuvUc  and  sink  or 
rapt  ire  urey  ahlp*  and  at  his 
discretion  to  land  forces  if 
'you  think  you  can  recapture 
Narvik  from  nostra:  of  enemy 
present.'  This  direct  inter¬ 
vention  by  Churchill  at  the 
the  Amiralty  had  taken 
control  of  operations  of  ships 
of  his  own  force  out  of  the 
hands  of  Vloe-Adniral  w.J. 
Whitworth ,  at  sea  oormuoliii) 
the  Battle  Cruiser  Squadron 
who  could  have  supplied 
reinforcements  for  the  little 

Narvik  farce. 

Unhappy  with  this  meagre 
information,  Marburton-lee 
contacted  the  Norwegians  at 
Tranoy  island  from  where  pil¬ 
ots  Weik  iiMba:'/  bid/Kcil  ful 
the  rest  of  the  journey,  and 
learned  that  six  warships, 
larger  than  the  destroyers,  and 
a  submarine  had  gone  up  the 
fiord, that  mines  had  probably 
been  laid  vteere  the  waters 
narrowed  into  Ofotfiord,  and 
that  the  Germans  held  Narvik 
in  considerable  strength. 

At  2100  hours,  Churchill  at 
the  Admiralty  signalled  the 
go-ahead  for  the  dawn  attack, 
but  a  second  signal  shortly 
after  mhkaight,  again  by¬ 
passing  both  the  cruiser 
squadron  ocmunder  and  Admiral 
Sir  Oiarlea  hushes,  C-ift-C 
Home  Fleet  in  the  North  Sea, 
betrayed  some  doubts  an  the 
previous  decision:  'You  alone 
can  judge  Whether  In  theme 
should 


be  made. . 1  but  by  the  time  it 
was  received  the  flotilla  was 

feeling  Its  way  through  con¬ 
tinuous  snowstorms  into 
Ofotfiord. 

And  thus  it  was  that  the 
resolute  Captain  of  Hardy  led 
his  mas  11  flotilla  of  Biaiter, 
BawA.  Hotspur  and  Hostile 
through  the  Narrows,  and  in 
blinding  anow  and  mist, an  in¬ 
visible  shoreline  and  beact 
tilth  navigational  hazards, the 
15-mile  passage  to  Narvik  .and 
the  cxily  laurels  to  be  won,at 
a  coat, in  the  Norway  debacle, 
due  largely  bo  Churchill's 
bungling  and  Interference  in 
orders  of  battle. 

Bnberlng  Narvik  harbour  on 
the  heels  of  a  patrolling 
Qeraan  destroyer  Wn  far  some 
inexplicable  reason  had,  tar- 
relleved,  left  the  patrol  pae- 
itian  eapty.the  British  ships 
signalled  the  daw  with  a 
fusllade  of  torpedoes  and 
shells  that  tore  into  the 
sleeping  German  in  the  dest¬ 
royers  and  other  packed  merch¬ 
ant  ships.  Before  the  dazed 
gun  umi.  could  come  into 
ion,  bo  destroyers  had 

Including  the  flagship 

_  killing  its  Oame- 

dore,  and  within  an  hour  .dur¬ 
ing  which  they  withdrew  and 


lously  enough,  without  repair 
facilities, to  be  taaeaworthy. 

As  five  of  the  reported  six 
ensny  ships  had  been  engaged, 
he  prepared  to  head  seawards 
out  of  the  mist  loomed  throe 
heavier  armed  German  dest¬ 
royers,  berthed  during  the 
night  In  a  side  fiord,  and  a 
running  battle  developed. 

The  Germans  tanks  had  not 
been  refuelled  overnight  and 
they  could  not  Btay  the  chase, 
but  just  as  it  looked  that  the 
British  luck  was  bo  hold,  two 
further  destroyers, berthed  in 
another  side  fiord  overnight, 
appeared  out  of  the  mist, 
blocking  the  withdrawal  of  the 
2nd  Flotilla. 

A  salvo  of  shells  hit  the 
ocurately  on  the 
i,and  another  the  boiler 
room  starting  a  raging  fire. A 
s&csod  salvo  cut  the  engines 
steam  pipes  and  was  slowing  her 
to  a  standstill. 

A  ship's  officer  managed  to 
steer  the  ship  to  ground  an 
rocks  a  few  hundred  yards  from 
shore  when  an  order  was  given 
abandon  ship  and  some  170 
officers  and  men  gained  the 
shore  after  swimming  a  hundred 
yards  and  wading  another  200 
yards  under  heavy  German 
shelling. 

On  the  bridge^very  man  lay 
dead  or  wanted,  including 
Captain  tterburbcn-tae.Be  died 
an  due  after  his  mn  had 
towed  him  there  by  raft. Later 
be  ws  burled  by  local  people 
and  posthuanusly  awarded  the 
first  VC  of  World  War  XI. 

In  vteeellAxme.gu:  crawa  and 
below  dock,  Hardy's  ratings 
sustained  14  fetal  casualties 
including  31  year  nl4  Blade— 
Wiirtcyrll  Watson,  believed 
to  be  the  first  of  a  fair 


from 


of  ttasley 'a  yang 
British  Ikiion'a 

to  die  in  the  war  in 
vtelch  as  civilians  they  bad, 
for  Britain's  sake,  foix^it  to 

with  arms  upraised,  hail  the 
spirit  of  their  old  oosade, 
last  from  its 
by  our  story  of 
Ms  ml  1  part  in  the  line  of 
duty  on  that  April  day. 

•  ms  Hunter  was  also  lost 
with  all  but  SO  of  her  crow, 
who  t«re  picked  14)  by  the 
Germans. 

9  All  HMS  Hardy's  survivors 
were  picked  up  by  British 
destroyers  three  days  later. 

•  Churchill's  intervention 
from  the  Admiralty, by-passing 
Horae  Fleet  C— in-C  and  Cruiser 
Squadron  Comnander, giving  the 
flotilla  ooamander  discretion 
to  attack  based  an  lnocnplebe 
intelligence  and  with  rein¬ 
forcements  available,  was 
largely  responsible  far  the 
final  costly  unequal  battle 
that  blighted  the  earlier 
success  of  Warburton-lee's 
little  force. 
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OBITUARIES 


Sid  Grundy 

IT  IS  WITH  RBGRET  we  report 
the  death  of  veteran  hoe ley 
man  SID  GHMlif  of  Middlesex 
was  In  his  eighties. 

He  wes  a  rentier  of  British 
tfeiicn,  but  it  was  at  early 
(Alien  Movement  functions 
that  many  will  remertier  'the 
Grundy 's' , and  later, Lavlnia 
end  Trevor  who  at  16  became 
(Ms  youngest  speaker  before 
emigrating. 

After  an  nfcjwrr,  .f  1 j 
30  years,  Sid  wes  reunited 
with  his  old  ooerades  in 
1989,  attending  both  PCX 
functions  but  failing  health 
kept  him  away  last  year. 

We  offer  our  condolences 
to  Lavlnia  and  Trevor. 


Albert  White 

Another  old  Union  Movement 
comrade  whose  death  we  nave 
to  report  is  AimT  WHIPS 
who  was  in  his  eighties. 

Ron  Webb, who  wes  his  area 
tells  us  that  he  joined 
Union  Movement  at  Its  birth 
having  previously  joined  the 
British  League  of  Ex- 
Servlcemen  after  wartime 
service  in  the  HOC. 

In  the  1960- 70s  he  stood 
on  several  occasions  as  a 
UM  candidate  In  local 
election  in  the  North  West 
London  Branches  area  and 
latr  moved  to  Lancashire. 


Thanks-and 

Apologies 


“3S  ailTJK  thanks  readers 
far  the  many  'Get  Nell' 
wishes  during  his  reomt 
sojourn  in  hospital  and 
current  therapy,  and  in 
coneequmce,  apologizes 
far  the  late  publication 
of  this  and  the  previous 
issue  of  '  Comrade ' . 


Indeed,  his  continued 
blundering  interventions  fin¬ 
ally  caused  Admiral  Whitworth 
to  protest  that  he  had  now 
been  given  three  different 
objectives  -  to  prevent  the 
enemies'  escape,  to  prevent 
their  reinforcement,  and  to 
attack  them. 

The  Norway  adventure  ended 
like  Churchill's  First  War 
Qardenelles  adventure  —  in 
disaster,  but  not  for  the 
blundering  First  lord. 

Instead  ChaotoerlAln  bare  the 
blame  and  Churchill  realised 
his  ambition. 

’Hx’y  node  him  Prime 

Minister. 


COMRADE! 


‘The  Spirit  Lives...’ The  Rest  Will  Follow’ 


{rpflJS  system  of  debt-money.  It  Is  the  cause  of  poverty ,  squalor ,  disease:  it 
|  corrupts  honour  and  destroys  the  genuine  aristocrats  of  heart  and  mind 


©British  Union# 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


AITKEN/Sdn/Ldr  Lionel:  RAF 


59  Sqdn:  "l"Squad  British 
Union:  brother 
V  of  Marjorie, BUF 
Womens  D/Organ- 
)t  iser  ,and  Andrew 
BUF,  killed  RAF 
flying  accident 
.1937:  o/c  Black 
House  NHQ  1935:  killed  in 
action  7  July  1941  barbing 
German  convoy  off  Dunkirk: 
Lies  in  Dunkirk  Town 
Cemetery. 

Clement:  British 


Union  speaker  and  NHQ 
Admin. Officer  ,  Prospect¬ 
ive  Candidate  Wood  Green: 
one  of  flveP"^ 
Ealing  Black- » 
shirt  brothers: 
died  17  August  Tfi 

civilian  in 

Gurmui  ojrccn- SHEMHK 
tration  •-•ai.-f  BjfiZjMCv 

when  brother 
GUY  a  Political  Prisoner 
in  British  concentration 
canp.  He  lies  in  Cracow 
(Rakcwickl)  Cemetery, 
Poland 

CHAMBERS, Donald  S.:Britlsh 


Union  Drum  Corps:  joined 
RAF  first  day  of  W/War  2: 
then  British  Political , 
Prisoner,  then  Army  from 
which  discharged  to  die: 
age  24, he  died  on  18  June 
1943. 

PAIREY.W/O  David 


Sqdn:  Limehouse  British 
Union:  23:  missing  Bremen 
operation  on  27  July  1942 
Remembered  on  Runnymede 
Air  Force  Memorial. 


afiiMOOoi 


THE  present  financial  system  is  a 
living  lie  says  ROBERT  RICHARD  .  Shall 
Europe,  emerging  from  the  fratricidal 
divisions  of  its  past,  be  organised 
in  the  interests  of  its  peoples,  or 
those  of  International  Finance? 


BRANCH  BANK 

lEUROPEl 


BRITAIN  is  now  into  a  period  of  political  clown¬ 
ing  and  machinations  which,  aided  by  charlatan 
oonmentators  and  madia  sorcery  is  leading  up 
to  a  highly  orchestrated  General  Election. 

The  respective  Party  Manifestos  will  contain  little 
with  which- the >majority  of  voters  will  disagree  -  as 
usual.'  Uowrver,  a  Party  is  rarely  voted  Into  power. 
It', is  the  governing  party  that  is  voted  out  of  power. 
The  two  proceeding  General  Elections  have  been  an  ex¬ 
ception  to  this  rule  so  by  the  law  of  averages 
a  change  must  be  expected.  Will  it  be  a  'First-Past- 
Post  '  jamboree?;  a  'Hung'  Parliament?;  or  a  Coalition 
Government? 


For  this  answer  we  must 
not  look  at  the  political 
or  economic  policies  of  the 
Parties,  which  are  farcial 
but  at  the  last  three 
generations  of  Parliament¬ 
ary  history. 

The  20s  witnessed  'Coal¬ 
ition  Government;  the  40s 
likewise  -  given  the  more 
emotive  name  of  "National", 
'jhall  we  get  ‘die  same  in 
the  ‘Nineties'? 

bet  us  also  oonsider  the 
international  financial 
mechanism  and  the  myth  of 


money,  the  understanding 
of  which  merely  requires 
perseverance /to  reach  the 
conclusion  that  the  present 
financial  system  is  a  liv¬ 
ing  lie. 

Social  and  international 
strife  is  invariably 
canned  by  this  system  of 
debt-money.  It  is  the 


one  of  Mosley's 
earliest  Blackshirts 
in  the  North.  In  1934 
he  was  one  of  four 
who  took  the  Mosley 
message  to  the  vill¬ 
age  greens  and 
market  squares  of 
the  West  Country  In 


cultural  Ttour. 

After  six  years  war 
service  he  was  active 
in  Mosley  Book  Clubs 
and  earj.y  days  uC 
Union  Movement  until 
joininq  a  Government 
service,  then  gaining 
Mosley's  acceptance 
of  his  resignation. 

Turn  to  Page  6 


cause  of  poverty,  squalor, 
disease: It  corrupts  honour 
and  destroys  the  genuine 
aristocrats  of  heart  and 
■rind.  • 

7  The  hinge  on  which  the 
present  financial  system 
revolves  is  the  faulty  use 
of  the  human  mind, its  long 
persistence  having  its 
origin  in  the  acceptance 
of  completely  erroneous 
conceptions,  corroborated 
by  a  mass  of  false  ideas 
formulated  and  propogated 
by  the  financial  priest¬ 
hood.  Turn  to  Page  2 


Chariest  8th 


A  Blackshirt  soldier's  grave, 

where  he  lies  with  twentyfive  RAF  tv. 
airmen  in  an  English  village 

I  artVrl  1  churchyard,  and  a 
Blackshirt  Para- 

I  y  troop  Captain 

■  BBISt  '  £j|  geared  for  peaoe- 

8  M  time  ACTION  who 

I I  -•’fT-TTy  L  lies  in  a  Normandy 

■  -SKriB C  grave,  new  join 

•I  .IB  their  old  comrades 

■  “+V  £Sj  at  rest  in  British 

«  J'i  Ej  Union's  Roll  of 
liliM  j.  H  Honour.  - -  - 
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HEI  HAVE  DESTROYED  every  shred  of  real  DR.  JOHNSON 


Another  old  Blackshirt  has 
something  to  say  on  another 
contemporary  myth 


<It  is  the  age  of  de¬ 
cision  In  which  the  long 
striving  of  the  European 
soul  will  reach  to  ful¬ 
filment,  or  plunge  to 
final  death.  Great  it  is 
to  live  In  this  moment  of 
Pate,  because  it  means 
this  generation  is  suim- 
oned  to  greatness  in  the 
service  of  high  purpose. 
From  the  dust  we  rise  to 
see  a  vision  that  came 
not  before.  All  things 
are  now  possible;  and 
all  will  be  achieved  by 
the  final  order  of  the 
European.  5  The  Alternative 


'Trade  like  gaming* 
He  said  It  all  —  200 
years  ago 


ment  of  Europe  a  Nation. 

The  first  steps  will  be 
taken  by  a  Government  vfalch 
places  British  leadership 
to  that  vision  of  re- 
newal  and  national 


HAVING  REJECTED  the  real  solution  for  the  present 
decline  and  economic  ruin  of  Great  Britain,  cur 
Tory  administration  prebend  that  'the  market*  is 
god-given.  They  even  speak  of  it  in  that  tone  of 
reverence  normally  associated  with  homage  to  the 
Deity,  and  to  question  it  or  interfere  in  its  work¬ 
ing,  in  any  farm,  is  almost  sacrilege,  and  simply 
1  cxxrparatisme * ,  or  'sodalisme*. 

The  Tory  party  of  today  pretend  there  is  no  altern¬ 
ative  to  what  is  an  inevitable  historical  fact,  and 
they  have  destroyed  every  shred  of  real  social  cohes¬ 
ion  in  the  name  of  'a  market  consumer  society* . 

It  is  therefore  an  en-  company  are  games  tere,  play 
lightenment  to  discover  must  cease;  for  there  ie 
that  the  present  irtpassa  nothing  to  os  uon.  when 
in  the  international  trad-  all  nations  are  traders 
ing  system  was  described  there  ie  nothing  to  be 
with  precision  and  clarity  gained  by  trade ,  and  it 
by  Or.Johnson  in  a  conver-  trill  etop  first  trhere  it 
sation  with  Boswell  on  in  brought  to  the  greatest 
20  September  1773.  perfection.  Then  the  prop- 

m Depend  on  it,  this  rags  rietors  of  land  only  trill 
of  TRADE  trill  destroy  it-  be  the  great  men." 
self.  Tou  and  I  shall  not  this  is  a  complete  argu- 
eee  it,  but  the  time  trill  ment  for  the  Alternative, 
come  uhen  there  trill  be  an  a  Rennaissance  of  the 
an  end  of  it.  TRADE  IS  European  espirit  and 
LIKE  GAMIRG.  If  a  uhole  concert,  in  the  establish- 


i  4HB 

It  is  not  systems,  not 
finance,  not  economics 
which  enslave  our  people, 
but  the  creations  in  their 
own  minds,  and  none  has 
caused  more  suffering  and 
misdirection  of  effort  in 
centuries  of  human  endeav¬ 
our  than  this  failure  to 
grasp  reality  in  the  realm 
of  money. 

Let  us  therefore  new  ex- 
eiuU..  it  uk  lukuieldl  dir¬ 
ection  on  a  global  basis, 
and  in  particular,  the 
European  fiscal  front. 
Then  analyse  the  mounting 
propaganda  as  the  voter  is 
being  manipulated,  moulded 
and  steered  in  multiple 
opinion  directions.  For 
purposes  note  clear  to  the 
electorate, no  firm  direct¬ 
ion  is  being  propagated.  A 
politically  divided-mult¬ 
iple  division  is  the  aim. 

Coalition  Government? 


#  ■u«bo-Jua*>o.... object  of 
ttnscless  venerttlon:  Mun6o- 
Ju«6o... supposed  African  Idol. 
(Oaford  Dictionary  of  Current 
English] 


^ DESMOND  IRVINE, like  our 
other  contributor  Robert 
Richard,  was  a  Blackshirt. 

He  also  was  a  volunteer  in 
the  T.A.  and  served  six  years 
in  Army  from  day  one,  first 
in  Ox  &  Bucks  L.I.  and  then 
in  2nd  Btn  King's  Regiment  in 
Italy  and  saw  action  through 
Rome  and  after. Like  Richard, 
he  was  wounded  -  at  Cassino. 

After  the  war  he  became 
very  active  in  Union  Movement 
and  under  the  tutelage  of 
his  friend  and  mentor  Raven 
Thomson  became  a  speaker, and 
again  like  Richard,  spent 
same  years  in  a  Dominion  - 
and  then  -  another  Blackshirt 
returned  home 


timing  is  for  November,  to 
bring  into  being  this  new 
'United'  Government  to 
represent  Britlan  at  the 
Maastricht  Dsoember  meet¬ 
ing  of  European  Community 
Government  Heads  when  de¬ 
cisions  will  be  taken  re¬ 
garding  Monetary  Control 
(Euro  -  Central  Bank  —  a 
Branch  of  the  World  Bank) 
and  European  Federation , 
(Brussels  Bureaucracy) . 

In  effect  this  would  be 
no  more  than  an  extension 
of  present-day  parliament¬ 
ary  talk-shops.  Wit! 
neither  the  power  nor  will 
to  action.  As  with  present- 
day  requirements  in  whict 
no  Bill  can  be  presented  tc 
the  House  of  Oomtons  with¬ 
out  the  scrutiny  first  by 
the  Treasury.  . 


Recession  —  the  current 
in-word  for  'Slunp'  — in 
the  face  of  continuing  in¬ 
creases  in  production  cap¬ 
acity;  Snail  Business  bank¬ 
ruptcies;  Mortgaged  Home- 
Ownership  repossessions 
ever  growing.  (There  never 
was  in  fact  1  Private  Owner¬ 
ship.  In  truth  it  has 
always  been  Bank  or  Build¬ 
ing  Society  ownership) .  Even 
without  the  European  Comm¬ 
unity  issue,  this  pathetic 
record  would  see  the  Con¬ 
servative  Party  vote  in  the 
General  Election  reduced 
to  impotence. 

The  actual  date  of  the 
coming  General  Election  is 
of  little  consequence,  but 
that  it  will  occur  in  less 
than  a  year  is  virtually 
certain,  and  there  are 
numerous  signs  that  the 


Party  schism, both  Conserv¬ 
ative  and  Labour  but  per¬ 
haps  greater  among  Tories, 
so  the  E.C.  is  the  one 
issue  most  likely  to  be 
promoted  as  a  national 
threat  above  all  other 
matters. 

The  recent  debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons  clearly 
indicates  that  again  Brit¬ 
ain  stands  alone  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  other  govern¬ 
ments  on  the  future  of 
Europe.  In  isolation  and  on 
the  losing  side, a  position 
the  Conservative  Party  in 
Government  cannot  afford, 
politically,  to  be  exposed 
to  alone. 

Already  overburdoned 
with  the  Poll  Tax  fiasco; 
the  N.H.S.  chaos;  the  Edu¬ 
cation  programme  muddle; 
escalating  Unemployment; 


The  desired  next  Govern¬ 
ment  new  being  engineered 

would  preferably  -  to 

international  finance  that 
is,  be  a  Party  Coalition 
Government.  In  this  form 
it  is  more  easily  disposed 
of  after  it  has  served  its 
purpose:  the  imposition 
of  a  European  Central  Bank 
in  control  of  European 
'purse-strings'  and  the 
European  markets  and 
industrial  production.  An 
E.C.B.  better  placed  to 
play  both  sides  in  the 
coming  continental  upheav¬ 
als  now  that  Western  Europe 
has  been  flooded  with  a 
whole  generation  of  brain¬ 
washed  communists. 

There  is  a  strong  anti- 
E.C.  element  in  Britain, 
including  Parliament,  a 
factor  which  is  bordering 
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MERCURY 


John  Mayes 

BRITISH  ONICN’s  West  Leeds 
Branch  active  aater  JUH 
HATES,  a  despatch  rider  in 
the  Royal  Engineers,  appears 
to  have  been  killed  outside 
the  gates  of  Hemswell  RAP 
Station,  Lincolnshire,  two 
aofrths  after  suffering  the 
Dunkirk  evacuation . The  facts 
concerning  his  death  are  far 
fits  clear,  to  thick  should 
be  added, that  officially  his 
death  has  not  occurred  as  it 
not  recorded  in  the  civilian 
Registry  of  Deaths, or  In  the 
Army' a  Casualty  List. 

John  Hayes  is  nevertheless 
buried  with  25  airmen  in  the 
St  Chads  Churchyard  in  the 
near  by  village  of  Harpswell, 
his  grave  tended  by  RAF, 
Scanpton. 

Former  RAF  personnel  claim 
that  John  was  killed  during 
a  Luftwaffe  air  raid,  but 
local  villagers  suggest  that 
his  death  was  in  a  road 
accident. 

Three  times  British  Union 
Candidate  for  Leeds  Armley 
and  Wortley  Ward  in  Huniciple 
elections, John  was  of  an  all 
Blackshirt  family.  He  was 
was  the  hrother-in-law  of 
Clifford  Beet,  farmer  NHQ 
speaker  and  Propaganda  Offi¬ 
cer  N/E  Leeds  Branch. 

And  John  died  with  the 
knowledge  that  many  of  his 
Leeds  comrades, including  his 
brother-in-law,  had  alro*iy 
been  two  months  incarcerated 
without  charge  in  British 
jails .arrested  as  'potential 
traitors'  around  the  time 
that  John  was  battling 
through  Dunkirk. 

Charles  Greenwood 


ACTION 


EDITORIAL . 
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1  _ WHO  D 

GUUVdOD-  MILL  tk ■  -T  fear 
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Captain  Qiurlct  Greenwood, 
8th  9tn  Parachute  Regiment  , 
killed  in  acticn#  Nanondy, 
7th  Jans  1844 


U  U  bat  twenty  y«n  alnea 
th«  blood  and  await  of  a  Ion 
•ration  of  Britiah  manhood 
was  shod  la  agony  on  foralin 
/laid*  Yalaoe#  igaln  th*  Old 
Man  of  WtatmlnaUr  ara 
blaodtrirrg  toward*  anothar 
holoeaaat  Th*  aaro*  Old 
Man  whoaa  promlaaa  te  tha 
raturnad  haroM  ramala  on- 
fatflllad  Twenty  year*  of 
oaamplpymaat.  Inoompet- 
•no*  aad  corruption  testify 
to  tha  foal  betrayal  of  thoee 
who  fought  In*"  war  te  aad 
were"  that  Brltaia  might  llr# 
la  fraalnaM  and  la  glory 
Tha  um«  high  eouudlng 
phraaaa  aad  »lobbertng  plat* 
ltadaa  rail  from  tha  lip*  of 
Old  Gang  politician  and  non* 
oorabatant  warmonger 

Steadily  tha  eiaaoa  foddar 
la  praparad  for  tha  alaughtar 
by  th*  Inildloua  propaganda 
of  tha  Finance  controlled 
Praia  Twenty  yearaago theta 
Immortal  word*  war*  boro  :• 

Ttki  »•  eer  gearral  mltb  (he  fee. 
Te  res  Otm  felling  kuki  si 

ikn*  Ike  unk. 

»«  rssn  te  fesia  It  kl(k 

If  ye  feme li  felife  st.e  M  mfee  «M 

We  efeell  eel  alee* 

Tfeesgh  r*rr'*e  gram  lo  FleWir  i 

Mia. 

Th«  poll’Jolta.  K, r t  brok.R 
f,lth.  hut  that,  traaahsry 
■ball  act  pratall  Brttl.h 
Uoioohu  non  that  Mm 
drop  or  Britiah  blood  aboil  bo 
shod  Is  UJ  bat  a  Britiah 
aaarnl  Britain  aboil  sot  dla 
(or  latarmotJoooJ  riooaoo  I 
io  Britiah  Polos  la  bora 


Charles  Greenwood  had  grown 
to  ircmhood  in  the  ranks  of 
British  Union.  He  threw  him¬ 
self  into  all  its  activities 
and  became  a  London  speaker 
as  well  as  a  reporter  and 
contributor  to  Blackshirt. 

He  became  A/ Propaganda 
Officer  Enfield  Branch  and 
just  before  outbreak  of  war 
married  Wood  Green  Branch's 
Margaret  Hill.  During  the 
first  months  of  the  war .with 
active  members  going  into  the 
Forces,  he  became  acting 
District  Loader. 

It  is  not  (Town  when  he 
joined  the  armv.but  hit  rise 
was  rapid. By  January  1943  he 
was  conmissioned  in  the  2nd 
Warwicks  and  by  July  had  been 
accepted  in  the  Paras.  He 
was  promoted  to  T/Captain 
nine  days  before  his  death. 

Captain  Charles  Greenwood 
wss  characteristic  of  the 
yomg  sen  W»  marched  with 
Mosley.  They  loved  and  lived 
Britiah  tkiicn.Noeley  and  tha 
British  people. 

And  if  neooessary,  die 
far  them. 


IT  is  very  probable  that  as 
the  iworjraia  ticked  sway  bo 
the  drop  of  the  Parachute 
Regiment's  8th  Btn.  from  the 
0-47  in  the  dark  sky  above 
Normandy  in  the  early  hours 
of  D-Day,  it  wea  the  last 
Ho«  that  CHARLES  QB9MUCD 
was  seen  alive. 

With  two  other  battalions 
of  the  3rd  Parachute  Brigade, 
they  had  to  destroy.  In  the 
heart  of  German  defences, 
four  bridges  across  the  Dives 
river, the  9th  Btn. to  silence 
the  huge  gun  battery  at 
Merville. 

From  the  start  much  went 
wrong  from  the  start.  Four¬ 
teen  of  the  incoming  aircraft 
were  misdirected  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  battalion 
lost  half  its  strength  in 
the  drop.  As  he  is  not  named 
in  the  War  Diary's  report  of 
D-Day’s  fighting,  it  is 
likely  that  Captain  Greenwood 
did  not  survive  the  drop  or 
was  killed  in  the  Dropping 
Zone,  his  body  not  found  for 


FIRST  INt  Parachute 
Regiment  officers 
synchronise  watches 

before  take-off  on 
_ D-Day _ 


mg 

Sid 
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A9CU)IQl  and  journa¬ 
list  in  India,  Egypt 
and  South  Africa, 
Winston  Churchill  became 
HP  far  Oldham  in  1900. 
Mien  Joseph  Oiantoerlain 
advocated  the  abolition 
of  Free  Trade  Churchill 
switched  to  the  Liberals 
and  joined  Asquith's 
Cabinet  in  1908.  At  the 
outbreak  of  war  in  1914 
Churchill  held  the  rank 
of  First  lord  of  the 
Admiralty. 

On  27  September  1914  a 
German  army  of  125,000  men 
launched  an  attack  on  the 
Belgian  city  of  Antwerp. 
On  3  October,  just  as  the 
Belgians  were  preparing  to 
evacuate  Antwerp,  Winston 

r^UM*'** rl 1 1  ar»*^ itv4  t’il’h  Q 

promise  of  British  help  in 
the  form  of  naval  brig¬ 
ades  and  heavy  guns.  That 
same  day,  2,200  British 
marines  arrived  and  were 
fol  lowed  on  5  and  6  October 
by  6,000  poorly-equipped 
men  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Division. 

The  Germans  launched  a 
ferocious  bombardment  with 
heavy  guns  with  the  oonse- 
quenoe  that  the  city  surr¬ 
endered  on  9  October.  In 
this,  the  first  of  Church¬ 
ill  ’s  many  reckless  mili¬ 
tary  adventures ,  British 
losses  were  37  killed,  193 


possible  to  be 
ij  a  most  likeable 
nan  and  yet  be  the 
most  disastrous 
politician  in 
English  history; 
in  terms  of  world 
catastrophe  and 
human  suffering 
perhaps  the  worst 
in  all  history  9 
Mosley  on  Churchill 

similar  casualties. 

lord  Kitchener  had 
thought  that  the  southern 
part  of  the  Gallipoli  Pen¬ 
insula  "was  open  to  a  land¬ 
ing  on  very  easy  terms"  and 
so  the  landing,  instead  of 
being  made  on  the  highly 
vulnerable  Asiatic  coast, 
took  plane  at  the  mountain¬ 
ous  tip  of  the  pensinsula. 
The  firepower  and  rutter  of 
the  opposing  Turkish  force 
had  been  greatly  underest¬ 
imated  and  the  opening  nav¬ 
al  attack  in  February  and 
March  had  resulted  only  in 
the  heavy  loss  of  men  and 
ships.  The  one  success  of 
the  entire  campaign  was  the 
evacuation  in  which  only 
one  soldier  was  wounded .  In 
every  respect  Gallipoli  had 
been  a  total  disaster. 

Dismissed  from  office 
because  of  his  part  in  the 
Gallipoli  fiasoo,Churchill 
was  made  Minister  of 


Blackshirt  seaman  watsgn, 
whose  story  of  his  death 
in  action  in  HMS  Hardy  in 
the  First  Battle  of  Narvik  we 
told  in  the  last  CGMtADE,  Is 
recalled  by  his  old  District 


The  last  day  of 
Seaman  Watson 

<vmso  UIXZDC  XT 

— I. 

Loader;  old  comrade 


WILLIAM  SEDCCW  reminisces  on  his  experienci.es  as 
an  AB  in  Northern  Norwegian  waters  in 
and  PETER  MARCY  writes  an  Churchill's 
disastrous  Norwegian  Campaign,  and  further 
refects  on  the  life  of  that  architect  of 


Munitions  in  1917  by  Lloyd 
George. 

In  1923  Churchill, having 
previously  lost  at  Dundee, 
lost  his  seat  at  Leicester, 
whereupon  he  decided  that 
it  was  in  his  interest  to 
switch  back  to  the 
Conservatives.  At  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Election  of  1924,  he 
was  elected  for  Epping.  For 
5  years  he  was  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  which 
post  he  made  the  decision 
to  return  to  the  Gold 
Standard .  The  consequent 
distress  this  caused  led  to 
the  1926  General  Strike. 

The  French  Premier, 
Aristide  Briand,had  worked 
hard  for  Franco-German  re¬ 
conciliation.  In  1926 
Churchill  turned  dcun 
Brian?**!  .ind 

proposals  to  alleviate  the 
burden  of  German  war  debts  . 
The  resultant  years  of 
economic  misery  in  Germany 
contributed  to  the  rise  of 
Nazis. 

Mien  war  broke  cut  in 
Sepbenber  1939  Churchill 
anoe  more  became  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty.  The  w- 
suocessful  Norwegian  Camp¬ 
aign  in  April  1940  resulted 
in  dumber  Iain's  resignat¬ 
ion  and  his  replacement  by 
the  mn  (to  had  pressed  for 
it, and  sent  British  farces 
there  without  adequate 


equipment  -  Churchill. 

On  3  July  1940, after  the 
Franco  -  German  armistice, 
Churchill  ordered  the  des¬ 
truction  of  a  large  part  of 
the  French  Fleet  by  a 
battle  squadron  led  by  the 
world's  largest  warship, 
the  42,000  ton  Hood.  After 
the  French  oonmander  at 
Oran  had  refused  bo  surr¬ 
ender  his  ships  there  began 
an  aerial  and  naval  bom¬ 
bardment  that  caused  the 
death  of  more  than  1,000 
French  sailors. Many  French 
servicemen  who  had  escaped 
from  Dunkirk  were  so  in¬ 
censed  by  this  cruel  action 
that  they  refused  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  fight  from 
Britain. They  were  interned 
in  prisoner-of-war  canps 
and  later  repatriated. 

When  Germany  invaded 
Russia  on  22  June  1941 
Churchill  at  once  declared 
that  he  would  give  the 
Soviet  Union  all  the  help 
he  could. In  the  Balkans  he 
gave  massive  military 
support  to  the  Comnunist 
Tito  instead  of  the  Royal¬ 
ist  guerrilla  General 
Mikhailovitoh  and  his 
150,000  fighters  who  had 
forced  the  Germans  to  di¬ 
vert  10  Divisions  to 
Yugoslavia.  wA 


wounded,  1,560  Interned  in 
Holland  and  800  prisoners. 

Three  months  later,  when 
the  Russian  Government 
appealed  for  British  help 
against  Turkish  pressure  in 
the  Caucasus,  it  was  Church¬ 
ill  vhe  pressed  ?cr  «  cam¬ 
paign  to  reach  Constanti¬ 
nople  and  open  i*>  the  Black 
Sea.  The  29th  Division, 
needed  urgently  in  France, 
was  switched  at  Churchill 's 
insistence  to  Gallipoli. 

Between  25  April  1915  and 
8  January  1916,  468,987  men 
of  the  British  Forces  were 
engaged  in  the  Canpalgn.Of 
these  33,522  were  killed, 
7,636  missing  and  78,420 
wounded.  The  French  with 
80,000  men  there  Buffered 


HIROSHIMA;  The  bomb  -  and  after.  80,000  civilians  died  in  this  test-bed  for 
the  world's  mightiest  new  weapon,  'the  greatest  scientific  discovery  in  history, 
after  Churchill  and  Truman  had  rejected  '  inconvenient '  Japanese  peace  proposals 
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*A  brave  lacT 
full  of  guts? 


1940  The  Second  Battle  of  Narvik 


-  old  comrade  remembers 


IHEU.  KB3ALL,  the  young 
CYRIL  WATSON  whoee  death 
In  action  was  featured  in 
the  last  Comrade. 

He  was  only  14  when  he 
joined  my  N/E  Leeds  Branch  of 
British  Onion  in  1934  along 
with  his  uncle  Barry  Butter¬ 
field  who  was  only  a  few 
years  his  senior.  In  1937  he 
was  transferred  to  Central 
Leeds  District  under  Bert 
Rlmlngton. 

When  he  joined  the  Cadet 
Force  had  not  been  formed  so 
he  was  absorbed  into  the 
general  membership  and  played 
his  part  in  most  of  the 
activities.  He  attended  the 
Hyde  Park  Rally  in  1934, 
marching  between  myself  and 
his  uncle.  Being  so  young  he 
was  a  bit  apprehensive,  but 
he  was  a  brave  lad,  full  of 
guts,  and  he  soon  composed 
himself.  He  was  also  present 
at  the  'bloody'  Hoi beck  Moor 
meeting, like  the  other  Leeds 
youngster  killed  in  action 
in  the  RAFs  raid  on  the  Kembs 
Dam  that  was  featured  in 
Comrade, Pilot  Officer  Dennis 
Lucan  D.F.H- 

I  know  not  when  he  entered 
the  Navy, but  he  was  probably 
a  volunteer  as  I  believe  his 
father  was  RN  and  he  would 
probably  have  followed  in  his 
footsteps. I  had  a  drink  with 
his  uncle  around  1942  after 
my  release  from  the  Isle  of 
Man's  Peveral  Concentration 
Camp. He  was  then  in  the  army 
and  I  never  saw  or  heard  from 
him  again. 

Perhaps  he  is  another  of 
those  missing  Mosley  young 
men  who  died  in  the  war  they 
had  fought  to  prevent  and 
will  one  day  be  found  and 
returned  home  to  British 
Union's  Roll  of  Honour?  R.B 
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In  the  Far  East,  the 
battleships  Prince  of 
Wales  (only  completed  in 
1940)  and  the  Repulse  were 
sunk  by  Japanese  aircraft 
because  Churchill  ignored 
warnings  that  Japan's  occ¬ 
upation  of  na”al  bases  in 
Thailand  and  French  Inde 
China  had  made  defence 
impossible.  Seven  hundred 
sailors  were  lost.  These 
casualties  were  compara¬ 
tively  light, but  Japan  new 
controlled  the  Pacific. 

Churchill  who  all  along 
had  regarded  Italy  as  ' the 
soft  underbelly  of  the 
Axis'  did  not  think  the 
Germans  would  defend  Italy 
after  its  unconditional 
surrender  in  September 
1943:  the  campaign  from 


IT  WAS  early  April  1940, 
and  I  had  served  the 
first  three  months  of 
the  year,  one  of  the  cold¬ 
est  winters  on  record  this 
century,  in  a  destroyer 
engaged  on  North  Sea  convoy 
duties  between  Hethll  ,Plfe 
to  the  limit  of  Norwegian 
Territorial  waters  off  the 
port  of  Bergen.  We  had  to 
cruise  around  until  the 
Methil  bound  convoy  came 
out  of  neutral  waters. 

Suddenly  that  all  changed 
with  the  German  invasion  of 
Denmark  and  Norway  and  my 
ship  was  one  of  a  large 
force  of  the  Danish  coast 
engaging  the  enemy.  One  day 
we  spent  mostly  at  action 
stations, and  one  day  I  re¬ 
call  coming  up  on  deck  for 
a  breath  of  fresh  air  from 
my  post  in  the  aftershell 
room  when  an  enemy  aircraft 
dropped  a  bomb  on  the  fore¬ 
deck  of  one  of  the  most 
powerful  ships  in  the  Royal 
Navy,  raising  what  looked 
like  a  ere**)  of  dust  but 
HNS  Sodnty  sailed  majest¬ 
ically  on. 

After  the  engagement,  in¬ 
stead  of  returning  to  Methil , 
we  made  for  Solen  Voe  in  the 
Shetland  Islands  to  take 


Salerno  to  Bologna  proved 
to  be  one  of  the  hardest 
fought  and  most  costly 
campaigns  of  the  entire 
War. 

Many  historians  believe 
that  the  war  in  the  West 
could  have  ended  two  years 
earlier,  saving  untold 
lumbers  of  civilian  airf 
military  casualties ,  but 
for  the  policy  of  "Uncon¬ 
ditional  Surrender",  which 
the  Germans  felt  left  them 
with  no  alternative  but  to 
fight  on. 

At  Yalta  in  March  1945, 
where  Churchill,  Roosevelt 
and  Stalin  carved  up  the 
post-war  world,  Churchill 
abondoned  support  of  the 
Polish  Government  in  Exile 
and  accepted  a  Communist 
controlled  "Polish  Provis- 
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bunkers,  a  place  I  had  never 
heard  of.  There  was  a  sign 
of  Spring  in  the  air  and  at 
nightfall  we  sailed  in  a 
force  led  by  the  cruiser 
HNS  Southampton.  I  was  a 
helmsman  but  was  not  given 
a  destination:  just  follow 
the  cruiser. 

After  steaming  at  full 
speed  for  over  two  days  we 
anchored  off  the  Norwegian 
Port  of  Bardstadt  were  we 
engaged  in  ferrying  troops 
off  the  Polish  liner  Baton 
and  the  P.S.N.C.'s  elegant 
Htind  dal  Paaifiaa  during 
which  we  escaped  unscathed 
when  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  fiord  was  shattered  by 
an  attack  of  enemy  bombers. 

Our  next  task  was  an  A.S. 
patrol  at  the  entrance  of 
Ofotf lord  when  Vice— Admiral 
Wiitworth  flying  his  flag  on 
HNS  Varupit*  and  some  of  our 
most  powerful  destroyers 
steamed  up  the  fiord  to 
attack  enemy  ships  in  what 
was  to  be  the  Second  Battle 
of  Narvik.  Several  enemy 
ships  were  sunk  or  damaged 
and  all  ours  returned  from 
the  attack,  but  not  un¬ 
scathed.  It  was  considered 
as  avenging  the  first  battle 
when  we  suffered  the  loss  of 


tonal  Government  of  Nation¬ 
al  Unity"; the  handing  over 
to  Russia  of  Japan's  Sak¬ 
halin  and  Kurile  Islands, 
the  re-establishment  of 
Port  Arthur  as  a  Russian 
naval  base,  and  part  con¬ 
trol  by  Russia  of  the 
Manchurian  Railway. 

At  the  conference  of  th® 
victorious  powers  at 
Potsdam  in  July  1945,  when 
a  'peace  feeler'  arrived 
from  Tokyo,  Churchill,  be¬ 
fore  being  replaced  by  new 
Prime  Minister  Attlee,  ig¬ 
nored  advice  that  Japan 
would  surrender  if  the 
Enperor  be  permitted  to 
remain  on  the  throne. 

Churchill  and  new  US 
President  Truman, replacing 
the  dead  Roosevelt,  had 
agreed  that  the  Japanese 


OB  Hardy  and  HNS  Hunter 

But  the  Germans  still  held 
Narvik. 

later  we  were  despatched  up 
the  fjord  to  search  for  spent 
torpedoes  fired  during  the 
battle  which  had  failed  to 
hit  the  target  and  believed 
to  have  run  aground,  and  it 
was  with  a  thankful  heart 
that  we  secured  in  Rosyth 
later  in  May. 

It  was  only  then  that  I  be¬ 
came  aware  of  the  disasters 
sustained  by  our  farces  dur¬ 
ing  that  ill  fated  campaign. 

W.Seddon  4.B. 

R.M.S.  ESCAPADE  H17 

July  1939  to  Dueumbar  1940 

•  One  U-boat  and  eight 
large  German  destroyers  - 
unable  to  escape  from 
Narvik  after  the  first 
battle  three  days  earlier 
(Comrade  April/May]  -  were 
lost  in  the  second  battle 
in  the  afternoon  of  April 
13  1940. Serious  damage  was 
sustained  to  three  British 
ships  in  the  15- inch  gun 
battleship  Warspite  led 
force  of  nine  destroyers. 

But,  as  our  contributor 
says:  'the  Germans  still 
held  Narvik'  and  although 
ac  die  end  a l  a 

Anglo-French-Polish  farce 
did  land  and  capture  the 
town,  it  was  abandoned  a 
week  later  for  by  then 
German  Panzer  armies  in 
France  were  racing  through 
Anglo-French  armies  to¬ 
wards  the  Channel  ports. 

"That  ill  fated  camp¬ 
aign",  so  aptly  described 
by  Mr.Seddon,was  described 
by  its  architect  and  exe¬ 
cutor  Churchill, then  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and 
Chairman  of  the  Military 
Co-ordination  Committee, 
in  different  terms  after 
the  German  invasion  of 
Norway  in  response  to  his 
mining  of  Norwegian  Terri¬ 
torial  waters  down  which 
came  their  iron  ore  from 
Sweden. 

It  was  then,  foe  Hitler, 
"a  major  strategic 

sJLztr-ke". 

And  so  it  might  have 
been.  Norway  was  held  as  a 
aajor  ™H1  the  end 

of  the  war  far  whir* 
Churchill's  blunders  and 
interference  with  naval 
and  military  operationr 
were  largely  responsible. 
_ Bd. 

cities  of  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki  would  be  the  test- 
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JOHN  CANNETT.tlie  largest  with 
the  sail  lest:  Right.  Ceptaln 
BRIAN  DONOVAN:  below,*  swill 
Cadet  'tates*  OH  for  *  swlw 


A  clip  from  an  aaeteur 
film-mater  an  holiday 
in  1937  shewing  shots 
of  Healey  and  his  Blade- 
shirts  In  canp  at  Selaey , 
Sussex,  was  seen  in  the 
mi  I'lwii  wr  *_?  TV  series 
'Cine  Nemo' recently. 

As  John  Garnett, the  Asst. 
Oonmandant  of  the  Canp  is  in 
our  Obituary,  and  the  Canp 
Oonmandant,  Captain  Brian 
Donovan  enters  our  In  Manor  - 
lam  oolunn  in  this  issue, it 
is  an  occasion  to  look  back 
at  those  days  of  joy  and 
laughter  when  the  Blackshirt 
Movement, striving  for  their 
Greater  Britain,  brought 
a  hope  far  the  future  for 


2  #  EUROPE 

There  is  little  doubt 
that  the  Decenber  E.C. 
meeting  will  decide  in 
favour  of  bringing  into 
effect :- 


So  it  is  likely  to  be: 
•All  Parties  must  unite" 
to  save  Britain's  'Sover¬ 
eignty*.  Orchestrated  prop¬ 
aganda  engineered  to  cause 
ftafallness  and  confusi  jn 
among  the  voters,  whether 
heft  or  Right,  will  begin 


LOOKING  BACK! 


thousands  of  Britain's  sons, 
and  within  its  ranks  ach¬ 
ieved  the  true  classless 
brotherhood,  experienced  in 
fullness  in  the  Blackshirt 
Camps,  where  for  a  brief 
moment  Mosley's  Blackshirts 
paused  in  their  struggle  to 
relax  In  their  comrade¬ 
ship,  and  for  one  day  share 
it  with  their  header. 


civilians  died  from  the 
the  bomb  on  Hiroshima  on 
August  6,  and  forty  thous¬ 
and  at  Nagasaki  three  days 
later.  Tens  of  thousands 
were  co  die  latex  from 
injuries  and  long-term 
effects  of  radiation. 


(1]  A  Single  Currency; 
(What  does  it  matter 
whatever  it  is  called? 
Money  is  no  more  a 
mechanism  for  the 
purdiase  of  goods  and 
service.) 

[2)  A  Central  Bank; 
(Current  discussions 
appear  to  indicate 
that  what  is  proposed 
is  a  1 2 EuroPod '  akin 
to  the  American  fed¬ 
eral  Reserve  system. 
In  effect  MOT  an 
agency  of  government, 
but  an  arcane  cartel 
of  international  banks 
independent  of  elect¬ 
ed  government  con¬ 
trol.) 

13]  Federal  Union  of  the 
European  Community. 
(Most  politicians  and 
genuine  economists, 
whilst  fully  aware  of 
the  modus  operand!  we 
call  parliamentary 
democracy ,  subservient 
to  the  all-powerful 
banking  hierarchy, are 
unlikely  to  come  out 
in  public  apposition 
for  fear  of  jeopard¬ 
izing  their  careers. 
Another  step  towards 
the  planned  ?  New 
World  Order!) 


to  dominate  the  media.  Dis¬ 
information  and  all  the 
other  tricks  will  be  the 
order  of  day-to-day  news, 
timed  to  hring  into  being 
a  Coalition  Government  to 
represent  Britian  in  the 
E,C. 

If  Hosley  was  still  with 
us  today  he  would  be  fare- 
most  among  the  so-called 
•  Eurosoeptics ' . 

for  the  "Greater  Britain" 
he  wrote  in  1932  now  read 
'Greater  Europe',  the  scen¬ 
ario  is  the  Base,  only  the 
scale  is  different.  It 
will  be  equally  valid 
in  1992. 
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bed  for  the  world's  might¬ 
iest  new  weapon,  the  atom 
bonb, hailed  by  British  and 
American  scientists  as  the 
greatest  scientific  dis¬ 
covery  in  history. 

The  Japanese  proposals 
were  most  inconvenient , but 
as  he  Allied  ultimatum 
demanded  complete  and  un¬ 
conditional  surrender,  the 
Japanese  proposal  to  re¬ 
tain  their  Qiperor  was 
enough  for  it  to  be 
rejected. 

Eighty  thousand  Japanese 


And  Hirohito  remained 
Bpaxr  for  forty  more 
years. 

In  1942  Churchill  had 
declared:  "I  haw  not  be¬ 
come  the  King's  first 
minister  in  order  to  pre¬ 
side  over  the  liquidation 
of  the  British  Spire*. 

Yet  it  was  his  policies 
that  bcou^it  this  about, 
and  the  reduction  of  Great 
Britain  —  that  Britain 
whose  Bqiire  had  covered 
'one-quarter  of  the  globe* 
and  an  ttfiich  'the  sun 
never  set'  -  to  a  Soviet 
or  American  satellite. 
#"Some  things  are  best 
forgotten;  but  Churchill's 
most  flagrant  follies  can 
neither  be  condoned  nor 
forgotten, for  millions  had 
their  lives  blighted 
through  his  reckless 
leadership. ... 

Those  followers  of  Mosley 
vho  opposed  Churchill's 
war  before  the  actual  clash 
of  arms,  and  were  Im¬ 
prisoned  by  him  far  voicing 
their  apprehensions,  are 
today  more  certain  than 
ever  that  they  were  right 
in  the  stand  they  node. 

The  rfiadow  of  the  ruins 
of  the  British  ENgiire  aust 
have  chilled  his  declining 


HAND  MU  CAME  HOME' 

After  spending  in 
later  years  several 
years  in  a  Dominion 
he  has  now  retired  to 
his  native  North  and 
has  recently  completed 
for  POM  Historical 
Archives  the  history 
of  British  Union's 
Nev castle  Branch,  and 
sone  tins'  before  the 
event,  correctly  pre¬ 
dicted  Mrs. Thatcher’s 
demise. [Comrade  Apr/ 
May  1991] 

He  holds  the  T.A. 
and  C.D.Corps  Long 
Service  Medals  and  in 
1953  was  presented 
with  the  Queen’s  Cor¬ 
onation  Medal  for 
voluntary  service 
during  the  Flood  Dis¬ 
asters  of  North  Devon 
and  East  Coast  in 
1952  and  1953. 

It  is  fitting  that 
he  is  featured  in 
the  issue  in  vftich 
our  Blackshirt  com¬ 
rade  CAPTAIN  CHARLES 
GREENWOOD  returns 
home  in  our  Roll  of 
Honour. 

For  both  Mosley  men 
in  the  early  lours  of 
June  6  1944  ware  para¬ 
chuting  into  Nor¬ 
mandy  -  Greenwood  in 
the  8th  Btn  and  Rich¬ 
ard  in  the  12th  Btn 
Parachute  Regiment  - 
the  first  shock  troops 
in  the  invasion  of 
Portress  Europe. 

One  was  to  die  in 
action  within  24 
hours.  Richard  sur¬ 
vive  the  drop  to  fight 
in  the  vital  battle 
bo  capture  the  vil  lage 
of  Breville,  taken  at 
the  cost  of  141  men. 

And  so,  as  a  battle 
casualty,  Robert 
Richard  came  home. 


years  for  be,  beyond  most 
Englishmen  with  his  love 
and  knowledge  at  history, 
sst  have  understood  In  the 
end  the  haver-  -initiated  by 
himself  and  concluded  by 
Roosevelt.  Be,  Wx>  had 
been  so  proud  at  the  Bq>- 
ire,  bwcame  the  wantor 
instrument  at  its  destruct¬ 
ion;  but  there  is  no  record 
of  Witch  I  am  aware  of  his 
uttering  one  word  of 
remorse  or  regret." 


#  British  Union  hietoruv 
Richard  Reynell  Bellamy' t 
unpublished  manuscript  mV, 
Marched  Vith  Atom  lay" 
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WHAT  WAS 


[by  WILLIAM  PARSQNSl 

t  JL  Ail  HAT  WAS  the  P.U.B.W.  ? 
L*jI  wtvU  was  it's  place 
PPP  in  the  history  of 
the  Mosley  Movement?  If 
you  had  to  rely  an  books 
that  claim  to  record  the 
history  of  British  Fascism 
you  would  be  little  wiser. 

Yet,  the  P.O.B.W.  fired 
the  first  shots  In  British 
Fascism's  fight  far  the 
British  Harters  in  the 
early  1930s. 

Bom  in  Battersea,  South 
London  in  1932,  the 
P.O.B.W.  was  initially  an 
organisation  for  the  un¬ 
employed.  It  was  to  be  the 
Fascist  answer  to  the 
connunist  controlled  Nat¬ 
ional  Unemployed  Worker's 
Movement,  founded  in  1921. 
The  N.U.W.M.  was  by  the 
early  1930 's  malting  a  big 
impart  having  50,000  mem¬ 
bers  in  1932. 

In  it's  early  days  a 
Brownshirt  was  wm  as  a 
uniform,  the  minimum  sub¬ 
scription  Id  a  week,  later 
when  It  became  an  integral 
part  of  the  BUF,  a  cloth 
badge  was  worn  on  the  arm  of 
the  Blackshirt  to  signify 
membership. 

Originally  the  P.U.B.W. 


ual.  It  Is  vital  that  a 
tore  of  life  within  the 
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was  an  independent  organ¬ 
isation  and  membership  was 
possible  without  joining 
the  B.O.P.  The  original 
leaders  were  Mr^l.P.D.ftitxn 
a  former  local  leader  of  the 
N.U.W.M  and  Michael 
Paulding,  later  to  become  a 
well-known  BUF  NHQ  speaker, 
and  British  Onion  Prospect - 
lve  Parliamentary  Candidate 
for  Shoreditch. 

It's  stated  aims  in  Harch 
1931  were: 

“Tt>  protect  the  interests 
of  the  workers  Whether  in 
in  eoploynnt  or  tra»- 
ployed" 

"To  fight  against  wage 
cuts  and  all  reductions 
in  the  standard  of  life" 
“To  fight  the  Moans  Test 
and  all  measures  to  bully 
the  unemployed" 

In  April  1933,  Charles 
Bradford,  an  ex-communist 
steel  erector  took  over  as 
Organiser  and  ran  the  union 
from  his  Battersea  hone. 
After  re-organisation  and 
the  opening  of  the  P.U.B.W. 
office  in  August  1933  at 
the  Black  House,  the  BUFs 
National  Headquarters  in 
Chelsea,  Mr  J. Barney  was 
appointed  Director,  Charlie 
Bradford  remaining  Chief 
Organiser  until  January 
1934  when  he  was  appointed 
National  Provincial  Organ¬ 
iser. 

Occupational  groups  cover¬ 
ing  most  industries  were 
formed  within  the  P.U.B.W. 
in  line  with  Fascist  think¬ 
ing  on  Trade  Unions  in  the 
proposed  Corporate  State . Ir 
early  1934  a  London  County 
Council  licenced  employment 
bureau  was  opened  at  their 
Black  House  office,  replac¬ 
ing  an  earlier  small  schem 
which  had  operated  sine* 
June  1933. One  of  the  Union'* 
most  successful  activities 
was  representing  workers  a< 
Public  Assistance  Comm 
It  tees;  many  hundreds  o: 
cases  were  fought  up  anr 
down  the  country. 

During  it's  short  exist 
ence  London  remained  it't 
stronghold  with  Blackshirt 
reporting  in  March  193- 
strong  branches  at  Edmonton. 
Uxbridge,  Islington,  Batt¬ 
ersea,  Streatham,  Croydos 
and  Ealing.  It  finally  lost 
it's  identity  in  the  SUrnne 
of  1934  when  it  was  merge 
with  the  Industrial  Sectio 
of  the  BUF's  Propagand 
Department. 

History  might  ignore  thoo 
pioneers  of  the  Paacis 
Uhlan  of  British  Harters 
but  they  are  part  of  th 
political  history  of  th 
Mosley  Movement  but  w 
remember  them  far  thel 
contribution  to  the  Mosle 
and  British  Union  legac 
left  for  those  to  come. 
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COMRADE 


June/August  1991 


Old  Comrades 


OBITUARIES 


IN  MEMORIAM 


BAJgB, Derek  Talbot:  early  BlackahirttBUF  'l'Squad.  Fiimt  1961 
BABHOW.Onvld :  BU:~UH  speaker  and  Organiser , Oxford .  Aaguat  19 BO 

BBTXJms.  Ccwdr. Carl  yen  R.H.  i  lecturer  R. Naval  College:  former  HP 
Kings  lV°n  and  Maidstone  :  British  Union: 'Action*  contributor . 

22  August  1955 

BELLAMY, R.R. 'Cdric' i  British  Union  Northern  Organiser  1  Movement's 
his  tor  lam  at  87.  15  Amust  1988 

BPMETT,  Charles:  former  Mayor  Bethnal  Green:  Chairman  BG  British 
Legion:  N/E  BG  British  Uiion.  Jtrta  1939 

MUM,  William  James:  Platting. Manchester  British  Union.  July  1939 
BOK,H.  Westminster  St. George  BU:  founder  member  London  Cab  Trade 
Groigj.  9  Jtomnt  1939 

BBOHW .Oiics:  BU  D/L  Wave: tree, Liverpool : IBB  Political  Prisoner: 

l*t  Organiser, 3a' ford.  Jure  196? 

BOMIMT.Kevrieth  Brans:  Exeter  British  Union:  kin  and  frienl  of 
of  D/leader  Jack  Forward:  RAF  World  war  11  5  June  i969 

BLUWPr.,Guy:  Ealing  Branch  British  Union,  one  oZ  five  Blackshirt 
brothers.  An  18B  British  Political  Prisoner  when  his  brother 
Clement  was  in  German  concentration  carp  where  he  was  to  die. 


A  FEAST  CP  MEMORIES  of 

British  Union  history 

crowd  in  as  we  report  the 
death,  peacefully  at  83, of 
JOffl  GARNETT  on  May  24th. 

kjK5M3§|  Joining  the  BUF 
in  1933  follow- 
rt  11  a  spell  as  a 
k  \  '  V|  policeman,  and 
RX  tejM  a  schoolmaster 
after  the  coll- 

apse  of  his 

EVNdURI  father's  firm 
in  the  crash  of  Lancashire 
cotton  industry,  he  was  by 
1935  National  Organiser  for 
Midlands  and  E/ Anglia,  and 
later  became  National  Insp¬ 
ector  for  the  Region,  a 
duty  In  which, from  1938, he 
doubled  up  with  his  post  of 
Administrator  of  Reception 
and  Enrolment  at  NHQ,  and 
Organiser  of  National 
Transport.  He  had  been 
Election  Agent  for  Bethnal 
Green  candidates  in  the  LOG 
Election  of  1937,  smd  was 
to  become  the  Prospective 
Parliamentary  Candidate 

for  Harwich. 

Later  he  was  to  marry 
Miss  Margaret  Monk, who  had 
been  from  1934,  O.M.  's 
secretary  at  National  HQ. 


CONGRAT 


I  BFiATQ)  (iiigratdlatlcns  in 
CYRIL  and  PB3GY  FIASKET1'  who 
celebrated  their  Golden 
Wedding  In  April.  They  were 
married  after  Cyril's  release 
from  18B  political  imprison¬ 
ment  in  1941. 

Cyril  was  one  of  the  four 
fourxiers  of  British  Union's 
first  East  London  branch  and 
later  became  deputy  to  N/E 
Bethnal  Green's  Mick  Clarke, 
D/leader  of  what  was  to  be¬ 
come  the  Movement's  largest 
branch.  When  Mick  was 
'kicked  upstairs'  to  NHQ, 
Cyril  took  over  as  D/L  and 
later  District  Inspector. 

The  Editor  apologises  for 
overlooking  Cyril’s  Inport- 
ant  day  -  but  so  did  Cyril 1 

He  was  alas  quite  serious¬ 
ly  ill  in  hospital.  We  are 
are  pleased  to  report  he  is 
now  well  on  the  way  to  re¬ 
covery  -  like  the  Editor. 

Wiat  was  it  the  Leader 
said  on  his  British  Union 
comrades? 

"We  always  come  back"  1 


BRWPC,Maurloe:  Ealing  Branch  British  Union,  another  of  tbe  five 
Blackshirt  brothers.  11  July  1970 

OWgEHUUN,Jchn:  member  Blackshirt  family  Llmehouse  Br. British 

Union :  gunner  RA, Egypt,  Italy, Palestine  V«ll  June  1981 

CHARLES, D.E. i  British  Union  NHQ  staff.  August  1936 

CLARKE,B111:  Union  Movement  Treasurer  NW  London  1970/4  June  1989 

CTARKE.fUt:  Grantham  Br  British  Union .  Jvsie  1937 

CRAMHEE,B111«  Bury, Lancs  Br  British  Union  £  Un. Movement.  July  1975 
gcss.E.G.  Bristol  Cent. Br. British  Union:  drowned  attempting  res¬ 
cue  small  boy  from  wharf:  parents  poetbemously  awarded  Carnegie 
Hero  Fund  Memorial  Certificate  for  his  sacriioe.  13  Amust  193S 
de  lAES90,Ma1 .DSO  Mb  British  Union:  IBB  Political  Prisoner  with 
Mrs  de  Laesso:  a  founder  member  Norwich  and  King's  Lynn  Union 
Movement.  August  1948 

DOHVTTJE.Ada  Sir  Barry,  KBE  CB  PC:  former  Dir. Naval  Intelligence 
i  Pres.R.N.Oollegs:founder  Anglo-German  "Link":  comrade  18B 

Political  Prisoner  with  lady  Domville  and  son:  a  son  killed  in 
action, Crete:  Author  From  Adntral  to  Cabin  Boy:  13  Amust  1971 
PJOVAN.  Qpt.B.D.E.1  Birltsh  Union  Asst. Dir. General  1940:  IBB 


OOuai.Joeeph'Bowle1 ,  Birmingham  British  Union  Drum  Oorps:  IBB 
Political  Prisoner  after  army  Dunkirk  evacuation.  July  1963 
qjpgj, Victor:  son  of  'Bowie':  188  Political  Prisoner  then  RAF. 

:  !  Sana  191; 

HAM.irjK.Alan:  Sussex  printer:  Croydon  British  Union.  July  1989 
HART  E.D.i  Research  Dept. British  Uhlon:edlted  Action  briefly  1940 
after  editor  detained  then  he  detained  18B  Political  Prisoner: 
Pioneer  of  Union  Movement.  August  1950 

HOQGAKIH.Hlsa  Peril  la;  sister  of  George,  Bltish  Union  Distrist  Tr. 

Eye,  Suffolk,  and  of  Patricia.  31  August  1990 

mUHTTON.  'Aisrt  Maud'  i  East  Ionian  BU  fc  UM:at  100.  Aitp.it  1V87 


Brian  Donovan 

BfuaN  DCavJVAlt, whose  deatn  In 
1985  joins  our  MEMORIAM  in 
this  issue, was  British  Union 
Asst. Director  General (A).  He 
was  an  able  administrator, 
and  although  not  a  propagand¬ 
ist  was  always  present,  with 
Dir. General  Francis -Hawkins , 
flanking  Mosley  on  the  im¬ 
portant  and  often  dangerous 
British  Union  marches. 

Cork  born,  he  volunteered 
for  Army  when  16  at  outbreak 
of  1914  war  and  saw  action  in 
France,  later  fighting  in 
Arabia  with  T.E.  Lawrence 
where  he  was  oomnissioned. 
After  the  war  he  was  in  act¬ 
ion  with  the  129th  D.C.O. 
Baluchis  in  the  Third  Afghan 

Weir . 

He  joined  BUF  in  1933  and 
worked  his  way  up  through 
ranks.  After  outbreak  of  war 
he  married  Heather  Bond  who 
vas  Drum  Major  in  Womens  Drum 
Oorps  and  Womens  D/L  West- 
mister  St .George's. Both  were 
detained  in  1940, Donovan  for 
4 >3 -years.  After  the  war  he 
experienced  great  hardship 
for  many  years  due  to  left- 
wing  harassment,  losing  job 

after  ■  -  — j ■  —  v- ;  -tj  miouxe 

age,  with  a  wife  and  three 


WE  RBGRET  to  report  the 
death  in  April  of  Birming¬ 
ham's  HYWKU,  EDWARDS ,  who 
although  the  height  of  his 
activity  had  been  with 
Union  Movement  in  the 
1960s  he  never  ceased,  in 
his  own  way,  to  propogate 


>.  Ui  CORRECTION 


PETER  MARCT  points  out  ttut  In  his 
story  of  'Pta'  liltrlul,  (Comrade 
Feb/Narch],  ttut  It  was  at  Lord 
Alfred  Douglas's  trial  in  >923  -  C 
■oaths  for  libelling  Churchill  - 
that  Pm  was  Ms  witness  and  not 
the  Oscar  Wlldr  trial  la  1895. 

(pilte  right  Pam  would  have 
been  eight! 


Commemoration  J&innti 

Saturday  November  16 


The  Leader's  Birthday 


HA KB  AN  EARLY  RESERVATION 


of  a  Norfolk  Farm  etc* 


BY  W '  •  •  ■'  J 
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Newsletter  of  Friends  of  OM 


NoJI  Septcmber-Novembcr  1991 


‘The  Spirit  Lives... The  Rest  Will  Follow’ 


^00  wm,  NOT  hreak  up  Soviet  Russia  by  a 
aide.  I  think  that  in  the  end  the  Soviet 


litical  battle  vrtiich  will  occur Mosley: 


__ : 


% 


Soviet  Collapse 


MO£EY M 

The  One 

Who  Got  it  Right  188 

ALTHOUGH  a  British  Prime  Minister  had  said  she 
i  could  'do  business  with  him'  and  his  'glasnost* 
L.and  'oerestroiXa'  -  catchwords  of  the  public 
relations  exercise  of  'Contnunism  with  the  hunen 
face'  -  had  been  successfully  sold  to  the  Nest, 
Soviet  President  Mikhail  Qocbachev  was  at  the  sane 
time  balling  the  tarty  faithful  at  the  1987  70th 
Anniversary  of  the  October  Revolution  In  Moscow: 
■we  are  moving  towards  a  new  world,  the  world  of 
of  Oonmsiism.  We  will  never  turn  off  that  road." 


ire  will  break  up  under 


Bethnal  Green,  12  Novenber  1956 


MOSbey'S  MESSAGE 
Septate-  1  1939 


The  Government  of  Britain 
goes  to  wor,wlth  the  agree¬ 
ment  of  all  the  Parliament¬ 
ary  Parties.  British  onion 
stands  for  peace.  Neither 
Britain  nor  her  Ehpirt*  Is 
threatened. Therefore  Brit¬ 
ish  Government  intervenes 
in  an  alien  quarrel. Ln  this 
situation  we  of  British 
Union  will  do  our  utmost  to 
persuade  our  British 
people  to  make  peace.... 

To  our  menfcera  wy  message 
is  plain  and  clear.  Our 
ootritry  is  Involved  in  war. 
Therefore  I  ask  you  to  do 
nothing  to  injure  our  coun¬ 
try,  or  to  help  any  other 
power. 

Our  metiers  should  do 
what  the  law  requires  of 
them, and  if  they  are  aenfc- 
ers  of  any  of  the  Faroes  ar 
Services  of  the  Cream, they 
ihauld  obey  their  orders, 
and,  in  every  particular, 
obey  the  rules  of  their 
Service..... 

HIS  SLAOCSHIRTS 
50  years  an 
In  Comrade 
Their  duty 
seen  to  be  done 


Pour  years  later  his  att¬ 
empts  to  renew  the  regime 
that  survived  only  through 
the  belief  and  practise  of 
extreme  terror  an  those  it 
ruled  -  the  most  brutal  in 
modem  times  -  has  ended  in 
disaster  and  he  is  lucky  to 
have  escaped  with  his 
neck. 

In  the  Soviet  subject 
states  of  eastern  Europe, 
gobbled  up  in  the  aftermath 
of  the  last  war  -  with  some 
help  of  another  British 
Prime  Minister,  Churchill, 
who  believed  he  could  'do 
business'  with  the  then 
Soviet  lncunbent,  Joseph 
Stalin,  who  according  to 
Churchill  was  to  shape  “new 
freedom  and  glory  for  all 
mankind"  -  the  peoples  in 
a  universal  outburst  of  the 
human  spirit,  cast  of  the 
chains  of  40  years  enslave¬ 
ment,  and  in  the  Soviet 
homeland,  smelling  the 
breath  of  freedom,  the 
peoples  brought  the  vtole 
rotten  edifice  tuibling 
down. 

Who  could  have  foreseen 


four  years  ago  the  break¬ 
up  of  the  Soviet  'Ehpire' , 
or  even  a  year  ago, the  de¬ 
mise  of  the  70  year  old 
regime  in  the  Russian  home¬ 
land?  A  question  now  put 
frequently  throughout  the 
Western  world  by  carmen  tut¬ 
ors,  Kremlin  watchers, uni¬ 
versity  professors,  polit¬ 
ical  pundits  and  world 
leaders. 

t*io  indeed? 

One  man  alone  fore¬ 
saw  the  events  now  rapidly 
transforming  the  world. 
And  not  a  year,  not  even 
four  years  ago,  but  nearly 
forty  years  ago.  The  same 
man  who  had  earlier  seen, 
and  his  warnings  disre¬ 
garded,  that  war  with 
Germany  over  the  Polish 
surrounded  German  city  of 
Danzig  was  one  which 
neither  aould  win.  Britain 
would  be  shorn  of  power, 
lose  her  Qtplre,and  a  Sov¬ 
iet  colossus  bestraddling 
Europe.  The  man,  Oswald 
Mosley. 


r 

I* Half  a  crown  and 
a  pair  of  boots* 


by  FRED  BAILEY 

At  a  confehoce  of 
Historians  held  an 
May  Day  at  London  On- 
verslty  to  discuss  the 
1936  Cable  Street  Riot, 
veteran  menfcers  of  the 
London  District  of  the 
Oomunist  Party  revealed 
that  many  Innocent  dock¬ 
ers  had  been  seduced  in¬ 
to  British  Union  by 
Mosley 'b  tenpting  offer 
of  half  a  crown  and  a 
pair  of  boots. 

(Providing  footwear 
for  all  menbers  of  the 
family  was  a  very  real 
problem  for  working- 
class  families  in  those 
days,  and  boots  did  in¬ 
deed  have  quite  a  value) 

For  years  **  Blackshirts 
have  tried  desperately  to 
conceal  this  shameful  sec¬ 
ret,  but  I  suppose  the  only 
honourable  thing  to  do  nev 
Is  to  reveal  all: 
these  boots  were  NOT  NEW I 
In  fact  they  were 
EXTREMELY  VAUMI2 
ANTIQUESI 

- ►  6 


ggOOTC«GB0tqe  T,  20,  and  CBT.Kenneth  G:  RAF  9  Sqdn:  Black- 
ahirt  AC2  volisitary  air-gunners  killed  in  action  Wellington 
L427S  bcstolng  German  rieet.Brunsbuttel ,Keil  Canal,  4  Sept- 
ate r  1939.  Brooking  remembered  an  Air  Faroe  Mnenrlal , 

Rnipete.  Day  lies  Becfcllaqen  Iter  Oemetery,  Geranny. 
Kenneth  Day  was  the  riret  Ceaual 


d  War  11 


BANOS, Lt.Jack  P.L.  R/ Sussex  Regt. (Att.Glouoesbers)  :20:  Killed 
ln  action  3  Itavater  1944:  Brighton  Br.  British  Union: Lies 


BUCKJgrb,Sqt- Ronald:  RAFLVRJ  83  Sqdn.  .-Croydon  Br  .British  Un- 
Ion: 24:  killed  in  action  Berlin  operation  IS  Noveater  1944 
Da— Isai  on  Air  Faroe  Memorial,  temymadc 
cmiJVS  W/0  John  H.  RAP(VR)  511  Scpin:  Leytonetone  nr. British 
<kUon:2t:killed  ops-  30  Mjveater  1943  remastered  on 
Air  Force  Memorial  ,ltenywBde 

LPC.Pfce  W.P.  P5XE  reservist:  Norwood  Br. British  Uni  an:  killed 
ln  action, Noramndy,  27  October  1944.  Reentered  Services 


LUCAN, P/O  Dennis  DFW:  RAF(VR)  207  are!  C17  'Oambuster'  Sqdn: 
21:  N/E  Leeds  Br. British  Onion: killed  ln  action  over  Kerbs 
Dam  7  October  1944:  lias  ln  Durnbach  War  Ocactery,  Geranny 
WHITE,  lb.  Albert  B  KNVK:  Leicester  Br. British  Union : 36 :  aiiss- 
HMS  Trawler  “Northern  Rover*  5  Ibwater  1939:  remembered 
Lowestoft  war  Memorial 

TEAIMAH,F^1.  St/Sgt  Gilder  Pilot  Regt.Army  Air  Qorps:  Dieter 
British  Uhlan: 28: killed  ln  action  Arnhem  24  Stpbater  1944 
lies  in  Ooeterteek  War  Onatery,  Netherlands 


"Mot  Oumffh  iw  osreslsea  ana  ami 
IMa.  aw  faith  am  aaam  dialm 
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‘GREAT  5  DAYS  FOR 
THE  TWO ‘GREATS’ 


by  PETER  MARCT 


JOSEPH 

STALIN 


*It  Has  a  good  happy,  boisterous  party ,  and  it  got 
louder  and  more  boisterous  as  it  vent  on.Oatrohill 
*ias  haring  a  fins  time  and,  after  he  had  gotten 
quite  a  fen  toasts  under  his  belt ,  hs  rose ,  glov¬ 
ing,  and  heaped  praise  on  Stalin ,  Harking  himself 
into  such  a  state  of  sloqusnos  that  the  only  u ay 
hs  oould  oasts  to  a  suitably  sooko  finish  Has  to 
proclaim  the  Russian  Leader  "Stalin  the  Great.  "9 

But  not  Great  Britain 

iThs  Potsdam  Conferenos  presided  as  convenient 
point  as  any  other  to  mark  the  end  of  the  British 
Empire.  The  sterling  bloo  Has  finished!... the 
United  States  Has  busily  taking  the  Middle  East 
auay  from  Britain;  Ckurohill'e  plans  to  dram  West¬ 
ern  Europe  around  British  Leadership  had  been  re¬ 
duced  to  blather;  the  British  soonamy  Has  shattered; 
the  British  people  Here  exhausted  by  the  war;. ...j 
Hotting  it  Potidwi  Cturles  l  Hoe  Jr 


rratiky.Mn  Stalin*!  rlnl.lltt 


poling  il  Trotlkjr  lupporter,  had 
inaihad  Ml  h«ad  In  with  an  lea 


September -November  1991 
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The  Opinion  Manipulators  in  1930s  Britain 


I  PIER  two  years  of  an 
LM  effective  cinpma  ban 
fjBritish  Obion  activi¬ 
ties,  a  British  taramount 
Newsreel  crew  visited  the 
Ibwamt'a  National  Head¬ 
quarters,  Westminster  an 
16  October  1936,  to  file 
an  interview  with  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  an  the  con¬ 
tinuing  controversy  surr¬ 
ounding  the  events  af 
4  October,  later  too  be 
known  as  'the  Battle  of 
Cable  Street'. 

Weeks  of  incitement  by 
the  British  Communist  Party 
for  the  Blackshirt's  4th 
Birthday  March  through  East 
London  to  be  prevented  by 
organised  violence  on  the 
streets  had  persuaded  all 
Britain's  five  cinema  news 
reels  to  be  in  the  area  to 
film  what  was  anticipated 
to  be  the  hundlating  end  of 
Mosley's  movement. 

The  subsequent  release  of 
the  film  the  following 
Thursday  showing  unruly  nobs 
setting  street  barricades 
and  battling  the  police, and 
of  a  lone  Blackshirt,  out¬ 
numbered  fifty  to  one, 
defending  himself  with  his 
fists  in  the  traditional 
British  way,  and  the 
thousands  of  disciplined 
Blackshirts  obeying  the  law 
as  directed  by  the  police 
and  marching  westwards  away 
from  the  mob,  was  not  what 
those  opposed  to  Mosley  had 
anticipated,  and  for  the 
majority  of  the  British 
people  it  raised  more  quest¬ 


by  Roy  Cummings 


ions  than  were  answered 

With  this  continued  public 
interest,  the  Paramount 
Newsreel , which  stood  out  as 
a  film  concern  of  true 
independence,  decided  ,  to 
interview  Mosley  to  give  the 
Blackshirt  view;  Herbert 
Morrison, M.P.  and  Leader  of 
the  London  Labour  Party  to 
give  the  'lndepent  view;  and 
the  Rev.M.Zeffert,  to  give 
the  Jewish  view, for  release 
on  Monday  19  October. 

The  film  did  not  appear  on 
the  scheduled  date,  but  was 
released  on  Thursday  22 
October  by  Paramount  whose 
slogan  was  “The  Eyes  and 
Ears  of  the  world*,  without 
the  Mosley  interview,  but 
included  the  other  two  pro¬ 
tagonists. 

According  to  the  "Homing 
root"  of  24  October,  Mosley 
“was  omitted  at  the  last 
moment... Originally  it  had 
been  intended  that  all 
points  of  view  should  be 
expressed. .. .however  it  was 
decided  that  it  might  not  be 
politic  to  show  it  in  its 
original  state.  Discussions 
were  held  over  two  or  three 
days.  It  was  then  decided 
that,  although  the  views  of 
Mr. Morrison  and  the  Rev.M. 
Zeffertt  might  be  placed  on 
the  screen,  those  of  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  might  not. 

There  is  now,  it  is  under¬ 


stood,  little  possibility 
that  the  screen  interview 
with  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  will 
be  shown  in  any  shape  or 
form." 

So  how  was  it  that  such  a 
flagrant  breech  of  free 
speech  came  about, in  a  land 
that  prides  itself  as  the 
Motherland  of  such  freedoms? 

The  Jewish  cinema  chain 
proprietor  Isadore  Ostrer, 
whose  family  controlled 
hundreds  of  Odean  and  Gaus- 
arrt  cinemas;whose  tentacles 
stretched  out  and  covered 
most  of  the  British  cinema 
industry  and  had  contracts 
too  screen  Paramount  Mown , 
objected  to  the  Inclusion 
of  the  Mosley  Interview. 
After  the  film's  initial 
withdrawal,  a  secret  com- 
prrliic  was  rMcnm  ana  tne 
Mosley  interview  alone  was 
eurpreaeed  at  the  ultimata 
screening. 

Dproar  in  the  cinemas 

When  Herbert  Morrison  and 
the  Jewish  Rabbi  were  shewn 
expressing  their  views  on 
the  East  End  disorders,  up¬ 
roar  ensued  in  cinemas 
throughout  Britain.  Xt  had 
been  publicly  announced 
that  Mosley  was  a  partici¬ 
pant,  and  when  the  screen- 
showed  only  the  one-sided 
argument,  and  cries  of  “Me 
want  Mosley*  and  applause 


Mor*  powerful  then  •  Arise 
Minister  T 

ISADORE  OSTRER,  who  wet  virt¬ 
ually  fils  dictator  of  Britain 
_ In  the  1930t _ 

when  a  flash  was  seen  of  him 
marching  through  the  East 
Bid  with  his  Blackshirts. 

If  the  Jewish  cinema 
distributing  firms  had 
banned  all  three  interviews 
because  they  feared  trouble 
from  political  opponents  in 
the  cinemas,  or  that  these 
houses  of  entertainment 
should  not  be  used  for  pol¬ 
itical  propaganda,  the  sur- 
pression  could  have  been 
justly  argued.  And  there 
was  not  even  the  excuse  that 
any  attack  on  the  Jews  was 
made  in  the  Mosley  interview 
as  the  transcript  clearly 
shows: 

Q:  l/hat  is  your  roaotion 
to  ths  suggsstion  that  ths 
Ctimn— iif  should  ban  ths 
faring  of  uniform  by 
political  organisations  T 


And  in  the  1990s 


EQUIVALENT  POWERFUL  in¬ 
fluences,  placing  their 
imrt1nn»1  interests  be¬ 
fore  those  of  the  nation, 
and  indeed,  controlling 
the  direction  of  inter¬ 
national  affairs, are  very 
well  alive  today,  their 
'diplomacy'  sere  sophist¬ 
icated,  their  channels  of 
disinformation  and  hidden 
news  censorship  more  con¬ 
trolled,  their  pressures 
on  governments  maze  high¬ 
ly  organised,  and  their 
perimeter  defences  the 
false  accusation  of  rac¬ 
ism  when  attention  Is 
truthfully  and  legiti¬ 
mately  drawn  to  their 
vested  Interest  in  nat¬ 
ional  and  International 
problems  of  today. 

And  when  British  polit¬ 
icians  cry  'Sovereignty' 


writes  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 


in  relation  to  Boropean 
affairs,  suggesting  that 
alone  Britain  can  defend 
herself  against  all  poss¬ 
ible  enemies  outside  her 
borders,  and  that  within 
her  borders  her  legislat¬ 
ure  and  executive  have 
full  control  of  decision 
without  fear  or  favour  in 
the  interests  of  the  nat¬ 
ion  at  large  and  her  age 
old  freedoms  -  let  the 
British  people  ponder  on 
the  fallacy  of  that  pro¬ 
nouncement. 

Hie  precursors  of  our 
latter-day  politicians 
put  paid  to  the  truth  of 
the  first  concept  in  an 
act  of  folly  which  defies 
comprehension.  By  their 
disastrous  war,  declared 


in  negation  of  all  British 
interests,  they  threw  to 
the  winds  that  proud, 
sovereign  Britain  and  her 
Bipire,  created  through 
centuries  of  sweat  and 
blood  of  our  forebears. 
That  'happy  breed  of  men', 
who  'never,  never,  never 
rftall  be  slaves'  reduced 
to  reliance  on  their 
neighbour  across  the 
Atlantic  to  protect  them 
from  an  expansionist  Soviet 
empire  which  their  politi¬ 
cal  leaders  in  their  stup¬ 
idity  had  created. 

In  the  suppression  of 
opinion  by  an  unelected 
vested  interest  in  that 
1936  debate,  negating  the 
once  firmly  held  British 
belief  in  free  speech  and 


fair  play, there  could  not 
be  a  clearer  example  to 
persuade  honest  dis¬ 
believers  that  powerful 
influences  exist,  pulling 
the  strings,  manipulating 
opinion,  and  often  'guid¬ 
ing*  Government  policies 
in  favour  of  their  special 
interests, both  in  nation¬ 
al  and  international 
affairs. 

And  they  bhy  well  ask. 


■WHAT  SOVEREIGNTY*- 
and  “WHO  NOW  GOVERNS 
BRITAIN  7* 
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Nor  SO  ICNG  AGO.... a 
name  which  could  be 
be  guaranteed  to  make 
the  stoutest  heart  quail . 
Even  today.... you've  only 
got  to  creep  up  behind  a 
veteran  left-winger  and 
whisper  "Mosley"  in  his 
his  eaar  and  the  poor 
creature  will  spring  into 
like  some  shy  wild  thing 
startled  from  a  thicket. 

Mosley  was  the  bogeyman  of 
the  thirties.  His  British 
Union  of  Fascists  was  supp¬ 
osed  to  be  planning  a  coup 
D'Etat  for  next  Wednesday 
at  the  latest.  Left-wing 
intellectuals  expected  to 
be  dragged  off  to  prison 
camps  by  Mosley's  storm- 
troopers  at  an  moment.  He 
was  known  to  have  an  arsenal 
of  tanks  and  artillery  and 
fighter  planes  in  readiness 
for  Der  Tag.  Stirring  times! 

There  was  a  gruesome 
little  ditty  going  the 
rounds  at  that  period  which 
still  sticks  in  my  memory, 
not  to  mention  my  gullet.lt 
listed  all  the  blessings  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  United  States 
of  America,  such  as  blue 
skies, green  grass, democracy 
and  Mother's  Day,and  all  the 
grisly  scourges  -  as  it 
might  be  old  age, cirrhosis, 
earls  and  Intolerance  -  from 
which  the  country  was  free. 
One  verse  in  particular 
carolled  ecstatically, 
"We've  got  no  Mosley 
or  Mussolini".  If  one  had 
wanted  to  be  nasty,  one 
might  have  pointed  out  that 
what  the  United  States  did 
have  was  A1  Capone  and  Legs 

Diamond . but  apparently 

the  songwriter  felt  that 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  was  or  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

In  those  days,  Mosley  was 
widely  suspected  of  having 
canines  that  came  down  over 
his  lower  lip.  What  are 
known  as  moulders  of  public 
opinion  had  left  us  in  no 
doubt  that  Mosley  was  a 
fascist,  was  he  not?  Well, 
then... We  were  given  to 
understand  that  there  was 
nothing  wrong  -  very  much  an 
the  contrary  -  about  comm¬ 
unism.  Communism  was  all  the 
rage  then  and  Australia 
wasn't  going  to  be  left  be¬ 
hind.  We  were  in  the  swim. 
We  had  our  Marxist  academics 
who  could  demonstrate, syll- 
ogisticallY.that  the  kulaks 
had  been  slaughtered  in 
strict  accordance  with  demo¬ 
cratic  principles ,  that 
Bukharin  had  been  a  German 
spy  (just  like  Trotsky) , 
that  if  God  had  ever  existed 
the  Soviet  Union  would  have 
been  God's  awn  country. 

We  had  our  poets  crooning 
tenderly  over  the  NKVD 


MOSLEY 


The  Man 


Condensed  from 

The  Pleasure 
of  Their 
Company 

by  kind  consent  of 
the  author,  France 
based  Australian 
poet  and  biographer 

Alister 

Kershaw 

who  devoted  his  book 
to  Sir  Oswald  Mosley 


(every  intellectual's  fav¬ 
ourite  secret  police).  We 
had  our  social-realist  pain¬ 
ters  whose  beefy  prolet¬ 
arians  bore  such  engaging 
resemblance  to  those 
muscle-bound  oafs  in  the 
advertisements  for  body 
building.  Communism  was 
good  for  you.  Whereas  Mosley 
...I  No  paaarant  You 
approached  him  at  your 
peril .... 

When,  long  afterwards,  I 
came  to  approach  him,  I 
emerged  from  the  ordeal  as 
fit  as  a  fiddle,  not  a  nark 
on  me.  But  that  seems  to 
have  been  the  experience  of 
everybody  who  met  him  as 
distinct  from  those  who  were 
content  to  read  horror 
stories  about  him. 

His  concern  for 


I'd  read  quite  a  few  of 
the  stories  myself  back  in 
thirties  but  somehow  they'd 
failed  to  make  my  flesh 
creep.  Unemployment,  I'd 
gathered  was  one  of  Mosley's 
paramount  concerns  and, even 
in  my  fairly  cosseted  adol¬ 


escence,  it  seemed  to  me 
that  you'd  better  have  been 
pretty  damned  hungry  your¬ 
self  before  you  could 
decently  wave  that  aside  as 
unworthy  of  consideration. 
In  spite  of  all  the  look-out 
— everybody-he ' s-going-to  — 
spring  scaremonger ing  from 
press  and  pulpit,  I'd  man¬ 
aged  to  discover  one  or  two 
other  facts  as  well  which 
hardly  justified  urging  the 
populace  to  take  cover  when¬ 
ever  Mosley  was  near. 

He  argued  that  it  was  im¬ 
portant  to  devise  curbs 
which  would  prevent  inter¬ 
national  financial  int¬ 
erests  from  playing  "Here 
we  go  gathering  nuts  in  May" 
around  any  economy  that  took 
their  fancy.  And  he  was 
obsessed  with  the  absolute 
necessity  of  avoiding  a  war 
war  between  England  and 
Germany  or  between  Bigland 
and  any  other  country.  For 
the  life  of  me  I  couldn't 
see  anything  wrong  with 
that. 

Plenty  of  other  people 
could, in  the  dear  old  barmy 
thirties.  When  I  had  the 
nerve  to  pipe  up  in  defence 
of  Mosley's  views  at  my 
school  debating  society,  I 
was  within  an  inch  of  being 
ritually  expelled.  I  didn't 
then,  and  don't  new,  under¬ 
stand  why  it  was  so  repre¬ 
hensible  to  suggest  that 
perhaps  unemployment  could 
better  be  tackled  by  doing 
something  other  than  merely 
convening  yet  another  ragbag 
of  ronda-de-cuir  to  doodle 
through  yet  another  drowsy 
meeting.  Presumably,  it  was 
because  anything  Mosley  re¬ 
commended  was  automatically 
suspect. 

He  "too  clearly 
too  soon* 

I  didn't  understand 
either,  why  his  assaults  on 
the  big  money  interests  were 
considered  so  outrageous.  I 
do  now.  The  man  in  the 
street  takes  fifty  years  to 
recognise  the  obvious.  The 
average  intellectual  takes 
rather  longer.  Nowadays, the 
sunful ness  of  the  multinat¬ 
ionals  is  an  article  of 
faith  in  intellectual 
circles.  Mosley's  mistake 
(it  was  one  he  often  made) 
had  been  to  see  too  clearly 
to  soon. 

Finally, his  lack  of  enth¬ 
usiasm  for  a  European  war 
didn't  go  over  either.  Acc¬ 
ording  to  the  crazy-quilt 
thinking  of  that  time,  it  was 
a  beautiful  example  of  pure 
Hegelian  logic  to  profess 
pacifism  while  simultan¬ 
eously  bellowing  for  an 
anti-German  jehad.  It  was  a 
point  of  view  which  bore  out 
wnat'  I  remembered  Mosley 


saying  on  one  occasion: 

"The  Left  in  England  be¬ 
lieves  that  a  war  is  accept¬ 
able,  and  even  desirable, 
subject  to  three  conditions. 
It  must  be  fought  in  the 
interests  of  same  other 
country  than  Bigland,  It 
must  only  be  declared  after 
the  same  Left  has  deprived 
the  nation  of  the  military 
strength  needed  to  fight  it, 
and  in  no  circumstances 
should  any  of  these  who  ad¬ 
vocated  the  war  be  required 
to  take  part  in  it..." 

What  else  did  I  knew  about 
Mosley?  Not  a  lot.  Like 
everyone  else  of  my  genera - 
ion  I ’dread  Huxley's  Point 
Counter  Point  in  which  he  is 
portrayed  as  "Everard  Web- 
ley  ".leader  of  the  "British 
Freemen".  Huxley  kills  him 
off  in  the  novel  but,  some¬ 
what  surprisingly  for  a 
bona  fide  liberal, he  depicts 
him  as  a  rather  sympathetic 

character  -  intelligent, 

cultivated,  and  attractive. 
In  due  course  I  was  to  find 
that  Mosley  was  all  these 
things. 

He  made  life  'sheer 
hell*  for  the  Tories 

But  when  I  became  better 
acquainted  with  the  details 
of  his  political  career,  I 
saw  that  he  was  a  vastly 
more  appealing  personality 
than  Huxley  had  -  perhaps 
inadvertently  -  evoked. What 
a  genius  he  had  for  raising 
just  those  hackles  that  de¬ 
served  to  be  raised!  it  went 
straight  to  my  heart.  As 
soon  as  he  entered  the  House 
of  Commons  in  1918  as  a  Con¬ 
servative  MP,  for  instance, 
he  set  about  making  life 
sheer  hell  for  the  Conserv¬ 
atives.  He  was  in  favour  of 
higher  wages, he  wanted  var¬ 
ious  public  services  nation¬ 
alised,  and  he  said  all 
manner  of  disagreeable 
things  about  the  behaviour 
of  the  Black-and-Tans  in 
Ireland.  The  Irish  nation¬ 
alist  leader  T.P.O'Connor 
described  him  as  "the  man 
who  really  began  the  break¬ 
up  of  the  Black -and -Tan 
savagery".  What  a  spoil¬ 
sport!  There  must  have  been 
a  lot  of  happy  chuckling 
Conservatives  in  1924  when 
Mosley  switched  to  the  Lab¬ 
our  Party. 

That  was  a  great  day  for 
the  Labour  Party  -  or,  at 
any  rate, it  looked  as  if  it 
were  a  great  day  for  the 
Labour  Party.  Ramsay  Mac¬ 
Donald  himself  wrote  to  wel¬ 
come  Mosley  to  the  ranks  of 
the  righteous.  He  was  still 
a  young  man  but  he  had 
acquired  a  tremendous  parl¬ 
iamentary  reputation.  Beat- 
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rice  Webb,  that  tribal  juju 
of  the  Fabians,  considered 
him  to  be  "the  most  brill¬ 
iant  nan  in  the  House  of 
Cannons”  and  she  wasn't  the 
only  one.  He  was  generally 
regarded  as  a  cinch  to  be¬ 
come  prime  minister  before 
he  was  thirty. 

Many  halfwits  In 
In  House  of  Oarmona 

But  it  didn't  take  him 
long  to  wipe  the  smiles  off 
the  faces  of  his  Labour 
ool  leagues  just  as  thorough¬ 
ly  as  he'd  wiped  them  off 
Conservative  faces.  Even 
while  expressing  her  actair- 
ation  far  his  “brilliance", 
Mrs  Webb  had  confessed  that 
it  rather  perturbed  her.  Of 
course  it  did!  Brilliance 
in  a  politician  can  only  be 
allowed  to  pass  if  it  isn't 
too  visable. "Keep  it  quiet” 
should  be  the  watchword  of 
any  politician  who  happens 
to  have  brains.  Mosley  made 
no  secret  of  his  intelli¬ 
gence  and  he  never  bothered 
to  conceal  his  opinion  that 
there  were  a  large  nunber  of 
halfwits  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  of  Oamons.  Above 
all, he  was  (as  he  remained) 
a  genuine  revolutionary, and 
in  those  days  the  last  im¬ 
pression  the  Labour  Party 
wanted  to  give  was  that  it 
was  revolutionary.lt  wanted 
to  reassure  the  electorate 
with  its  meekness  and  mild¬ 
ness.  Quite  possibly  one  of 
the  things  that  enabled  the 
socialists  to  win  the  1929 
general  election  was  that  in 
dim  light  you  couldn't  dis¬ 
tinguish  them  from 
conservatives. 

With  Labour  In  power, most 
observers  anticipated  that 
Mosley  would  become  foreign 
secretary .Not  a  chance!  The 
party  bosses  weren't  as  dunto 
as  all  that. As  foreign  sec¬ 
retary,  a  man  of  Mosley's 
exceptional  intelligence 
might  get  up  to  heaven  knew 
what  sort  of  mischief,  de¬ 
vising  imaginative  new 
approaches, interfering  with 
all  kinds  of  dear  familiar 
policies  that  hadn't  budged 
for  a  century  -  being  revo¬ 
lutionary,  in  a  word.  He  was 
given  a  ministerial  post 
outside  the  cabinet,  as 
Chancellor  of  the  IXichy  of 
Lancaster  with  special  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  unemploy¬ 
ment  problems. 

He  wanted  'action, 
lrnnediate  action* 

It  was  an  appointment 
which  should  have  stopped 
him  from  doing  anything  to 
annoy  -  or  indeed  from  do¬ 
ing  anything  whatever.  But 
it  didn’t  -  on  the  contrary. 


Before  anyone  could  prevent 
him,  he  had  drawn  up  an 
elaborate  and  detailed  mem¬ 
orandum  enbodying  the  most 
alarming  and  radical  pro¬ 
posals.  If  adopted, his  mem¬ 
orandum  might  well  have  el- 
i mated  unenployment  -  but  it 
would  have  done  so  in  the 
wrong  way.  It  was  revolut¬ 
ionary.  After  oontenplating 
it  with  understandable  con¬ 
sternation  for  five  months, 
the  cabinet  rejected  it.  By 
that  time  unenployment  had 
doubled  since  Labour  had 
taken  office.  Mosley  left 
the  party.  He  was  sick  to 
death  of  watching  the 
socialist  barons  shying  away 
from  anything  that  resenbled 
a  serious  discussion  of  un¬ 
employment  or  anything  else. 
Ministerial  meetings  re¬ 
minded  him  of  scenes  in 
Bernard  Shaw's  The  Apple 
Cart.  What  he  wanted  was 
something  that  no  respect¬ 
able  politician  could  en¬ 
visage  without  the  blood 
draining  from  his  face : 
action.  Immediate  action. 
And  accordingly  he  founded 
the  so-called  “New  Party” 
which  was  too  new  by  half  to 
appeal  and  which  rapidly 
sank  under  the  weight  of 
lots  of  intellectuals  in- 
defatigably  finding  reasons 
for  doing  nothing  ;v*iereipon 
Mosley  took  the  inevitable 
next  step  and  launched  the 
British  Union  of  Fascists. 

But  before  doing  so,  he 
“made  one  more  effort  to  re¬ 
main  within  the  system.  In 
December  1930  he  issued  his 
memorandum  as  a  Political 
Manifesto, signed  by  Aneurin 
Bevan,  John  Strachey,  W.J. 
Brown  and  himself.  In  Left- 
wing  parties  it  is  bad  en¬ 
ough  to  be  right  a  few 
months  ahead  of  your  lead¬ 
ers;  but  this  brilliant 
Keynesian  Manifesto  was  a 
a  whole  generation  ahead  of 
Labour  thinking.... The  key 
to  (Mosley's)  violent  break 
from  democracy  is  to  be 
found  in  the  disgraceful 
events  leading  up  to  the 
the  collapse  of  the  labour 
Government  in  1931.  Mosley 
was  spumed  by  Whitehall, 
Fleet  Street  and  every 
party  leader  at  Westminster, 
simply  and  solely  because 
he  was  right."  And  who  said 
so?  Not,  as  the  Marxist  ac¬ 
ademics  and  liberal  church¬ 
men  would  doubtless  surmise, 
Dr.Goebbels,  but  Richard 
Crossman ,  in  his  day  as 
brlcrht  and  steadfast  a  star 
of  the  British  labour  Party 
as  you  could  hope  to  meet. 

Henry's  hero 

Henry  Williamson  had  de¬ 
livered  himself  of  a  whole 
series  of  vibrant  eulogies 
of  Mosley. I  liked  Henry  and 


I  admired  some  of  his  books 
but  I'd  already  learned  that 
he  was  given  to  breathless 
enthusiasms  which  sare  not 
always  discriminating.  Rac¬ 
ing  cars,  Richard  Jeffries, 
the  scenery  of  Devonshire 
and  his  latest  wife,  along 
with  Lawrence  of  Arabia, 
cricket  and  the  conpany  at 
the  Savage  Club  all  aroused 
in  Henry  the  same  pentecost- 
alist  fervour.  One  got  into 
the  habit  of  waiting  for 
some  corroborative  evidence 
before  going  along  with  his 
daxologles.When  he  began  to 
talk  about  Mosley  I  couldn't 
help  wondering  how  much  of 
what  he  said  was  to  be 
believed. 

Mosley,  Henry  panted,  was 
not  the  ordinary  run  of 
politician- a  thought  which 
had  already  occurred  to  me; 
he  wasn't,  in  the  amiun 
meaning  of  the  word,  a  pol¬ 
itician  at  all.  He  was  a 
philosopher, a  visionary  who 
was  also  a  hard  and  incisive 
thinker,  an  incomparable 
orator  who  actually  had 
something  to  say,  he  was 
prodigiously  cultivated, hiB 
integrity  was  absolute.  In¬ 
telligence,  culture  and  in¬ 
tegrity  were  not  exactly  the 
qualities  I  associated  with 
politicians  of  whatever  var¬ 
iety,  left, right  or  centre, 
ftis  time,  I  felt, Henry  was 
really  laying  it  an  a  bit 
thick. 

“You  mist  neet  Healey* 

For  some  reason  or  other, 
he  got  it  into  his  head  that 
I  must  meet  Mosley. That  was 
Henry  for  you. He  was  always 
trying  to  set  up  some  sort 
of  encounter,  usually  be¬ 
tween  people  who  were  bound 
to  prove  incompatible.  It 
was  Henry  who  had  the  notion 
of  bringing  Mosley  and  T.E. 
Lawrence  together  and  it  was 
while  hurtling  off  on  his 
motorbike  to  discuss  the 
project  with  Henry  that 
Lawrenoe  crashed  and  was 
killed.  It's  just  possible, 
I  suppose,  that  a  meeting 
between  Mosley  and  Lawrence 
might  have  made  some  sense; 
but  it  was  difficult  to  see 
why  Mosley  should  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  meeting  Alister 
Kershaw.  "It's  vital  that 
you  should  meet,  ”  Henry  kept 
proclaiming  in  his  best 
Lyceum  manner,"it's  vital  - 
it's  only  through  the  sun- 
enriched  conmuni  cation  be¬ 
tween...”  So  I  obediently 
noted  Mosley's  address  and 
did  nothing  about  it. 

It  was  Richard  Aldington 
not  Henry,  who  was  event- 
ally  responsible  for  bring¬ 
ing  about  the  sun-drenched 
conmuni  cat  Ion.  He  had  some 
correspondence  with  Diana 
Mosley  whose  gifts  as  a 


writer  he  greatly,  and 
rightly,  esteemed,  ai  J  one 
day  suggested  that  a  book  of 
mine  might  anuse  her.  I 
don't  know  that  she  ever 
read  it  but.  In  any  case, it 
was  as  a  result  of  my  send¬ 
ing  It  that,  sometime  in 
1958,1  was  invited  to  lunch 
at  the  Mosley's  house  at 
Orsay  outside  Paris. 

This  was  an  event.  A  man 
who  for  years  past  had  been 
denounced  with  so  many  ad¬ 
monitory  fingers,  so  many 
bellicose  slamning  of  fists 
on  bar  counters,  by  news¬ 
paper  editors,  university 
professors,  clergymen  high 
on  civic  responsibility, 
professional  politicians, 
and  the  mentiers  of  all  those 
leagues  and  conraittees 
which  had  bored  one  stiff  in 
the  thirties  -  In  my  bloody- 
minded  way, I  felt  that  such 
a  man  had  to  have  a  great 
deal  in  his  favour... 

Mosley’s  reputation  when 
I  met  him  was  still  capable 
of  throwing  a  scare  in  into 
the  loonier  left-wing 
circles.  Circles  is  right  - 
round  and  round  they  go. 
...indeed,  the  New  Statesman 
(that  Peg's  Paper  of  the 
Left)  advised  its  readers 
that  Mosley  “must  be  the 
only  Englishman  today  who  Is 
beyond  the  pale”  whereas 
“nobody  would  flinch  if 
you'd  come  back  from  Moscow 
and  said  you'd  lunched  with 
Kim  Riilby”. 

Mosley 'b  patriotism 
unquestionable 

Everyone  to  his  own  pale. 
Mosley  had  never  been 
charged  with, let  alone  con¬ 
victed  of .any  offence  what¬ 
soever;  it  was  never  sugg¬ 
ested  that  he  had  betrayed 
his  country  or  intended  to 
do  so;  not  even  those  who 
persecuted  him  had  the  nerve 
to  question  his  patriotism. 
Philby,  on  the  other  hand  - 
the  left  hand, that  is  -  was 
a  self-confessed  and  unre¬ 
pentant  traitor,  his  whole 
life  had  been  a  lie,  he  had 
worked  gleefully  against  the 
interests  of  his  own  country 
and  on  behalf  of  a  uniquely 
loathsome  tyranny.  Whatever 
the  Hew  Statesman  might 
say, I  can  think  of  at  least 
one  person  who'd  flinch  at 
the  idea  of  lunching  with 
General  Philby  of  the  KGB  - 
little  old  me,  that's  who. 

I  could  face  lunching 
In  the  company  of  Sir 
Oswald  Mob ley  without 
a  tremor. 

I To  be  continued] 


•  Hr. Kershaw's  boo*  [Unlrersltjr  01 
Queensland  Frets.  1984]  Is  Out  o» 
print.  It  oay  be  obtainable  fro*  IT 
bookseller  R.T. Risk, The  Stone  Cott 
ape.  Bennington  Road.  Francetmm 
USA.  _ 
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COMRADE 


Septenfoer-November  1991 


Old  Comrades 


<Half  a  crown  and 
a  pair  of  boots’ 


3  j  Opinion  Manipulators 

4:  The  Blaakehirt  le  a 
symbol  of  faith  and  a  neu 
msans  of  propaganda.  It  has 
bssn  so  suoasssful  that  our 
opponsnts  non  sssk  to  de¬ 
prive  us  of  It. 

Q:  Do  you  consider  the 
the  use  of  a  uniform  an 
essential  part  of  ycmr 
organisation? 

4;  They  make  a  great 
mistake  In  thinking  it  Is 
clothes  alone  that  has  ad¬ 
vanced  our  cause.  It  is  the 
spirit  of  our  Movement  uhiah 
mill  be  unaffected  by  any 
lam  of  this  kind,  ffe  shall 
carry  on  just  the  ease  tilth 
or  mlthout  uniform. 

Apart  from  a  brief  appear¬ 
ance  in  1938,  the  newsreel 
boycott  remained  in  force  un¬ 
til  1948  when  Mosley  was  seen 
on  the  nation's  screens  lead¬ 
ing  Onion  Movement’s  first 
in  East  London  on  Mayday. 

Research  has  established 
that  the  1936  Mosley  inter¬ 
view  film  still  exists  and 
has  been  shown  in  truncated 
form  in  recent  years. 

Miat  a  pity  the  recent 
Channel  Pour  TV  series 
BAfffD  did  not  live  tp  to  its 
name  and  show  in  full  this 
truly  banned  film  far  the 
first  time.  Is  the  H3SLEY 
name  still  that  'dangerous* 
bo  the  1990's  establishment? 


IN  MEMORIAM 


AFCRB6/M.A.  S/H' Smith  Br.  one  of  BU'a  oldest  montoers.  2  Septenber  1938 
ft*TTjnrfnnnnia:BU  Clapham  Br.  Cadets  adopted  Ban  BU  Inspector  He  ter  Symes: 

casualty  31  AA  Cay  RE(TA)  during  Munich  crisis  October  1988 

BUJ-WAndy:  RFC  1914*18 :BU  193-40:180  Political  Prisoner :UM  1948-76 

31  October  1976 

BQHHDHS,T.Hi  Islington  British  Union  September  1936 

CMlAaaH^Mflj  G.Mi  Epeam  British  Union:  husband  of  Womens  D/L:  father 


CLARK, Ernest i  British  Union  Cty  Prop  Office, Durham  October  1937 

CCUJMGS,  Mm  Mi  Woolwich  Union  Movement  October  1949 

DAY, A. Ei  E/London  BU:  post-war  Dublin  dealer  rare  books  Septesber  1974 
IKS>CND,Jobn  Patrick,  CD!  KIH  MTE(lnd) :  Superintendent  Eng.  WD  Central 

Provinces, India:  Worthing  British  Union  11  October  1938 

DICK,  Col  in  PosegpyxBU  buslnessman,NHD  Br :  18R  Political  Prisoner:  arrester! 
on  return  from  Dunkirk,  1940  after  rescuing  nearly  500  servicemen  in  his 
machine-gunner  motor  launch  'Advance*  22  Hovantaer  1953 

PDCN,R:  Early  menfcer  Nelson  t  Colne  BU  September  1938 

DQMVIIliB,Ada.Sir  Barry, KBE  CB  CMS:  former  Dir /Naval  Intelligence  and  Pres 
R/ Naval  College: Founder  Anglo-German  'Link ' : IBB  Political  Prisoner  with 
lady  Domvllle  t  son  CDnpton: further  son  killed  in  action  1941:author  From 
Admiral  to  Cabin  Boy  13  Septenber  1971 

DOpSA^Blll s/croyon  BU:UM  Accounts  lnsp.1950  and  Sydenham  Br.UM.  At 
Sldmouth, Devon.  12  October  1984 

DONOVAN, Heather  nee  BOND:  W/D/L  Westminster  St  .Georges  British  Union: Drum 
Major  BU  Womens  Drum  Corpe  :wife  of  BU  Asst  Dr /Gen  Capt. Brian  Donovan: 
18B  Political  Prisoner.  September  1982 

ELLIOTT, *Flo* i  Slough  BU: husband  Charlie  IBB  Political  Prisoner:  Founder 
member  Bournemouth  UM, later  S/Lond. activist. Mother  Elliott  'twins'  and 
Oswald.  Septenber  1982 

FAIXS,Mocah  nee  PEARSON:  Bournemouth  British/  Union  <•  UM  October  1949 
FEIPWICK , L.L:  W/Lewisham  British  Union: 27: ex  RAF  October  1938 

GW*OB,L:  Lewisham  Union  Movement  October  1949 

GOODWIN,  Phil  lip:  UM  Org.  Newport  Isle  of  Wight  Septenber  1989 

Q0WING,Horaoe: Derby  BU.-18H  Political  Prisoner :on  release  founder  Sons  of 
St  .George :  UM :  At  30  from  TB  contracted  at  Walton  Jail  and  Ascot  Concen¬ 
tration  Canp.  Novenber  1949 

GREENFIELD,  Mward  George:  N/London  early  Blackshirt  rat  79  October  1989 
GRUNDY, Marion:  wife  of  Leslie, BU  D/L  t  D/1  Huddersfield  22  October  1989 
HARPY  SMnw,Hra  P.M:  early  menber  Leicester  Sth  BU: Founder  of  Poor  School 
Mission:  at  87  Hyyetrher  1936 

HAW3RTH,Lt-Ool  Sir  Lionel  Berloeley  Holt, KBE:  Kings  Oai  Yorks  L/Inf :  2nd 

Bombay  Lancers  l>  9th  Bombay  Inf : Consul  Gen  Meshad ,  Khorasan  t  Fars,  Kh us¬ 
es  tan  &  Persian  Coasts  i  Is  lands  :BU  Candidate  Chelsea  11  September  1951 
HEYT},Nocman: Accrington  BU:18B  Political  Prisoner :UM  Brighouse. 

—  •  -»  ---  loan 


WITH  KB3JET  we  report  the 
death  at  87  last  year  of 
CBMIS  FOLEY,  the  last  Dist¬ 
rict  Leader  of  N/E  Bethnal 
Green,  British  Onion's  larg¬ 
est  branch. 

Under  'Mick'  Clarke,  its 
first  D/L, the  Branch  grew  to 
a  four-figure  membership.  It 
continued  to  grow  under  his 
successor,  Cyril  Plaskett, 
Denis,  who  had  been  D/Treas¬ 
urer,  taking  over  several 
weeks  before  B0  was  banned 
June  1940.  All  three  who  had 
been  D/Ls  were  detained  under 
infamous  wartime  18B  Regula¬ 
tions. 

When  Dennis  was  released 
he  became  foreran  of  a  Hack¬ 
ney  firm  of  builders  who 
bravely  employed  released 
detainees  and  older  Black¬ 
shirts  to  work  on  the  exten¬ 
sive  local  bomb  damage. _ 


HILCrRSLet.Albert:  St.Marylebone  Union  Movement.  October 

B3RSPIEU>,Frank:Blackhum  Blackshirt  in  m/cycle  accident.  11  October 
BU  Bethnal  Green  shoemaker :  1 8B  political  prisoner:!* 


uonfoor.teon!  Guildford  Brit. union  o/teader  Septenber  1936 

Um.Bnbi  BU  D/L  EalinqilBB  Political  Prisoner : S/lcndon  I*  9  October  197b 
LYNN  .Jack:  BU  Karrr-.  after  D/L  itewcastle.  October  1918 

HAIN.Hlaa  Christian:  BU  lochlnhead,  Perth  Noveaber  196S 

KkNIOD, Dorothy t  BU  Chichester  W/D/L:vlfe  of  D/L  Capt  F.E.Kanioo. 

12  Novenber  1949 

MARCANTGNIO,  Frank  i  early  Blackshirt  tmotor-cycle  accident.  17  Novenber  1936 
HAKaCAI,Capt.D.H.»:  MO  Br  .BU  and  ember  BUT  Automobile  ClubiRFC  .potter 
first  tank  battla~CaiSaral  19l7:Brooklanda  racing  driver  and  creator  of 
record  breaking  Harendar  Special  :prop  flying  training  school  >  at  91.  18B 
Political  Prisoner.  *  IbwSnr  1988 

HARSH, Klee  Miriel:  early  tendon  union  Movement  October  1990 

HP«»lAH.F.W.FreMy'  i  BU  D/L  Hackney:  188  Political  Prisoner:!*  Org. Hackney 


These  were  the  very  same 
boots  that  had  been  worn 
by  the  Russian  troops  who 
had  landed  in  Scotland 
during  the  First  World  War. 
Some  of  these  boots  still 
had  snow  on  them. 

But  where  lad  the 
Russians  got  the  from? 
Everyone  know  that  there 
had  always  been  a  desperate 
shortage  of  boots  in  Russia 
and  that  what  few  Russian 
boots  there  were  never 
lasted  long  because  the 
soles  were  made  of  card¬ 
board.  These  boots  were 
very  well  made  -  though  of 
an  old  fashion  design. 

When  Napoleon's  army  re¬ 
treated  from  Moscow  in 
1812,  many  of  his  troops 
were  in  such  a  hurry  to 
escape  the  flames  that  they 
fled  bare  foot.  Their 
scattered  boots  were  coll¬ 
ected  by  the  returning 
Russian  army,  put  into  a 
military  warehouse  and 
forgotten  for  a  hundred 
years. 

It  la  believed  that  a 
few  of  these  boots  still 
survive,  and  I  know  of  one 
docker's  grandson  vfio  puts 
them  on  for  his  annual 
walking  holiday.  They  are 
now  highly  sought  by 
Russian, French  and  British 
military  collectors. 

The  Editor  disclaims  all 
responsibility  for  Boots 
Bailey's  revelations! 


*  Another  film  was  made  of 
that  1936  Fourth  Birthday 
'Cable  Street'  event  —  by 
Blackshirts  with  their  own 
cine  cameras.  The  result  was 
edited  into  a  sound  film 
entitled  The  Royal  Mint 
Affair,  which  included  an 
innovative  sequence  in  col¬ 
our  and  shewn  at  gatherings 
all  over  the  country  for  the 
next  three  years.  Tragically 
like  so  many  others,  this 
film  has  been  lost.  In  the 
wartime  upheaval ,  when 
British  Onion  was  outlawed, 
the  authorities  'borrewad' 
much  of  the  Movement's  arch¬ 
ives,  and  further  'burglary' 
of  those  stored  -  'no  names - 
no  pack  drill'  —  depleted 
records  further. 

The  editor  would  like  to 
hear  from  anyone  who  can  add 
to  the  research  being  under - 
on  pre-  and  post-war  film 
making.  Perhaps  we  can  even 
turn  up  a  oopy  of  the  Royal 
Mint  Affair. 


two  yean  In  war  for  criticising  Churchill:!*  St.Marylebone  B/Qrg 


PAOtER,C3iarllei!M  accountant  1946-86:Hayor  of  Bexley  1978-9. 

-  77  Noveaber  1989 

PARSONS, n.J;  Aldershot  BU:18B  Political  Prisoner:!*.  19  Heweahar  1976 

paeLL.Jacfc:  Hereford  BU:motor-cycle  accident.  Huvdjar  1937 

PRAntW.Qeorqe:  BU  D/L  St-Mary letoone :  79 :  i7  Novenber  1989 

PBOS.Itan:  Islington  BU  an  UM  October  1987 

pan., Dr -Peter. Bi-D:early  BUckshirt:F/Lt  RAF  pilot  1939-46: In  California. 


October  1968 

PRATT.Thoaea  Wilson:  oldest  Milts  Blackshirt:  friend  of  CMs  father  and 
grandfather.  7  lloveeber  1936 

FETCTAVE. Ernie:  E/London  market  trader:  dedicated  and  loyal  Mosley 
inns  of  Court  Regt  World  War  11.  October  1989 

RI7C, Margaret  :npther  of  Ilford  BU  A/D/L  and  UNe  Eddy  Ring .5  Itmato  1938 

IPOXE, Harold :  BU  Manchester  Exchange.  September  1936 

ROOPP.Hra  G:  Bethnal  Green  BU  A  l*.  SsKeater  I9S7 

SWlFT,Psginsld‘awlfty‘iUpton  British  Union  SeptaNer  1938 

TMfl!.IUerJ:  Folkestone  British  Union.  il  IbwWg  1936 

TODHSeW.Aicaiinder  Raven, 'Raven* tDlr .of  Policy  BU:Bd.of  Action  1939/40  end 
Union  1946-5S:1BB  Political  Prisoner:  soldier  .writer,  speaker, philosopher: 
true  comrade  and  British  A  European  patriot.  30  Octet er  1955 

TYiat,  Frauds'  Fret*  •  :Umehouse  BU/l*:father  of  UM's  Peter.  5  October  197s 
VEALE.F.J.P.lBrlqhton  BU/l*:Action/ Union  contributor  :author  of  Advance  to 
Barbarism  and  Crimes  Discreetly  Veiled.  77  BMefaer  1976 

MAmcE,w.vlvian:  Putney  BU  A  UM:18B  Political  Prisoner  with  alster.fath- 
er  and  mother.  October  1961 

WILSCN-Mre  Lilian!  N/E  Bethnal  Green  BU:wife  of  Archie.  October  1990 

WOOSTER,  Omnia:  Maidenhead  BU:  motor  car  aocldent.  16  noveaber  1934 


2  ^Soviet  Col  lapse 

ceive  the  desire  but  find 
the  naans  to  join  their 
brothers." 

It  has  been  said  that 
in  his  lifetime  Hoe ley 
was  spumed  by  fin  'estab¬ 
lishment  of  third-raters 
because  'he  was  right'. 

Posterity  will  award 
him  his  place  in  history. 

Che  of  the  Greatest 


Commemoration  Burner 
Saturday  November  16 

The  Leader's  Birthday 

"Hope  of  our  manhood, we  proudly  hail  thee! 


COMRADE 


Newsletter  of  mends  of  OJVL 


‘The  Spirit Lives..  .The  Rest  Will  Follow’ 


<This  is  due  to  external  factors  over  which  we  have 
no  control  * . Prime  Minister  Clement  Attlee, 1947 

9  L,  Desmond 
f  PV  IRVINE 


They  lied  and  lied  in  1939  as  they 


■BARTERED  IT  AWAY  I 


RS  OP  VC  UKHER  fabrications  of  truth  fay  oar  polltlcrlane 
laratian  of  the  last  war.  Its  utter  recklessness,  useless™ 
policies,  and  to  ficfxt  the  wrong  enemy. 


about  the  dec- 
fram  the  wrong 


It  was  1940,  the  Gerroms 
seemed  to  be  'sitting  out' 
the  war  and  some  were  hav¬ 
ing  second  thoughts  on  the 
senslessness  of  it  all. The 
Government  was  worried  so 
on  the  radio  went  Minister 
of  Mar  Itaare  Belisha  who 
assured  us  that  we  had  the 
best  trained  army  that  had 
ever  been  seen,  the  best 
equipped  army  ever  known, 
and  that  it  was  ready  in 
France  and  we  had  nothing 
to  worry  about. 

But  then  General  Bernard 
Ksntgonery  heard  the  broad¬ 
cast  .according  to  his  ■ear- 
airs,  he  could  not  believe 
his  ears  because  it  bore  no 
correspondence  whatever 
with  that  he  saw  in  his  own 


*Vhat  though  i>*  ourtt  2p«« 
or*  mittan, 

Thi»,our  faith  eaj\  mvtr 
dial’ 

BOKTOCHAH,  Fit  9qt  OF. 
RAF  (VR) :  156  Sqdn: 

killed  In  action  Ber¬ 
lin  operation  3  Jan¬ 
uary  1944  age  20: 
Brighton  nr.  British 
Onion:  Itementiered  on 
Air  Force  Memorial, 
Runnymedc. 

OWffAt  rJLJ.  RAF  (VR): 
102  Sqdn:  killed  in 
in  action  Mannheim 
operation  6  Decenber 
1944, age  22: Baling  Br 
British  Ohlon:  Lies 
Abbeville  Oomnunal 
Cemetery , France . 


3rd  Division,  lie  said  that 
Belisha  was  a  liar, and  fur¬ 
ther  that  the  army  was  so 
badly  equipped  that  tram- 
port  had  to  be  called  and 
culled  from  the  shines, 
cotntifis  and  backyards  of 
Fhg land.  There  mbs  not  nen 
enough  ordnance  Ismwvt  to 
transport  his  Lumps  and 
the  few  pieces  of  equip¬ 
ment  he  had. 

The  condition  of  his  own 
division  was  typical  he 
said,  and  that  the  1940 
debacle  was  entirely  Aim  to 
the  British  Government  and 
not  even  the  easy. 

And  vblle  they  lied  and 
lied  they  deliberately  sil¬ 
enced  opposition.  The  voice 
of  truth, Mosley  and  his  Bri- 
leh  Onion  supporters  were 
put  away  in  prisons  and  con¬ 
centration  camps  aoconpanied 
by  their  lying  justification 
for  their  act. 

Even  now  the  British  people 
do  not  realise  what  these  men 
did.  Par  from  providing  the 
country  with  a  defence  they 
did  nothing  of  the  sort.  In 
1939  unenployment  was  rife 
and  in  their  Ruddled  way  they 
thought  their  only  hope  of 
solving  it  was  a  war  with 
Germany.  By  this  policy  the 
old-gang  politicians  landed 
ua  in  the  most  disastrous  war 
this  cowitry  had  ever  seen. 
The  Biplre  waa  lost  and  in 
fact  all  that  Mosley  fore 
cast  came  about. 

Today  the  heirs  to  this  old 
gang,  the  Labour  Party,  the 
Conservative  party  -  though 
it  is  hard  to  see  what  they 
are  conserving,  face  all  the 


difficulties  and  impossible 
policies  that  Mosley  always 
warned  about,  and  faced  with 
the  moment  of  truth  of  the 
future  or  Britain  they  cry: 
'Our  Sovereignty'. 

When  Clement  Attlee,  Prime 
Minister  of  the  first  post¬ 
war  Government  was  asked  in 


Plans  to  ant  the 
birthplace  of  flying 
pioneer  SIR  AIXJCTTT 
VCTDOH-BDC  with  a 
onoxstive  plaque 
were  icjectcd  by  lab¬ 
our  councillors  last 
year  because  he  was  a 
“personal  friend  of 
Sir  Oswald  hoe ley”. 

Similar  proposal  to 
■ark  a  farmer  home  erf 
sit;  m~:r  rryrvy  re¬ 
jected  for  being  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley! 

THE  FATHER  OF  *  o 
BRITISH  FLYING™  0 


The  Commemoration  Dinner 

Women  Blackshirts 
Remembered 

i  MUST  JR  CASE  I  had  any  difficulty  in  gaining  ad- 
Tmissirn,  I  have  brought,  one  of  my  most  treasured 
•possess inns  which  I  thought  would  be  my  passport 
bo  be  with  you  tonight*  said  LOUISE  IKVTNK  speaking 
at  the  Orm— rwrwntian  Dimer  on  the  leader's  Birthday 
Hovodjer  16th.  Holding  it  aloft  she  said  <This  is 
SO  years  old  and  is  headed  ONDOWVTCrED  PRISCNERrRoq 
Humber  6830  -  NAME:  Constance  Irxiise  Fisher  -  SBfT- 
B4CE:  18b* 

Louise  and  husband  'Inky'  were  attending  their  first 
Cornnemoratlon  Dinner,  dedicated  this  year  not  only  to 
Oswald  Mosley,  the  greatest  Englishman  and  European  of 
our  times  but  to  the  women  menbers  of  British  Union  and 
Union  Movement.  In  an  atmosphere  pregnant  with  the  ever- 
presence  of  Mosley,  unique  to  those  vho  followed  him, and 
In  the  presence  of  Lady  Mosley, old  comrades  mingled  with 
new  younger  friends  and  literary  and  academic  guests 
from  this  country  and  overseas. 

In  a  moving  speech,  Mrs  of  Holloway  Prison  exercise 


Irvine  told  of  her  incarc¬ 
eration  In  prison  with  "Lady 
Mosley  and  other  Blackshirt 
women  during  the  last  war. 

She  had  first  seen  Lady 
Mosley  "on  a  bleak  Nownber 
day  in  the  grim  surroundings 


grounds.  By  this  time  she 
had  been  incarcerated  for 
nearly  six  months  and  was 
looking  thin  and  pale  -  but 
even  in  the  ugliness  of 
Holloway  still  looked  in 
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Looking  back =1991 


Academics 

in  discord  ? 


AS  ME  REPORTED  In  OUT 
t  April /Ksy  Issue,  sev¬ 
eral  old  Blackshirts 
participated  in  a  'Battle 
of  Cable  Street*  witness 


Seminar  organised  by  the 
Institute  of  Contempor¬ 
ary  British  History  at 
the  Institute  of  RLsbor- 
leal  Research,  Ionian 
University.  Its  purpose 
'to  get  behind  the  myths 
and  its  aftermath'. 

We  have  abstained  from 

conrnsnt  on  the  event  unti  1 


we  have  had  sight  of  the 
Institute’s  report.  As  we 
go  to  press  we  understand 
that  the  transcript  “has 
not  yet  been  agreed 
by  all  the  participants” . 
When  this  has  happened  it 
will  be  published  in  the 
Institute's  Journal  due 
to  appear  in  April.  The 
Seminar  took  place  in  May 
last. 

We  cannot  understand 
what  could  be  the  area  of 
disagreement.  Unless  some 
who  would  wish  to  perpet¬ 
uate  the  54-year  old  myth 
of  'Cable  Street'  are  un¬ 


happy  about  its  possible 
demise  arising  out  of  the 
factual  evidence  new 
available  from  a  nunber  of 
official  sources,  some  of 
these  reported  in  our 
April/May  1991  issue. 

For  the  interest  of  our 
readers  in  this  review  of 
the  year,  we  publish 
quotes  from  two  papers 
reported  the  event. 

And  await  with  interest 
the  result  of  the  academ¬ 
ics  chi  Rattle  of  Cable 
Street! 


The  Times  Higher  Educational  Supplemental  Hay  1991 

Huw  Richards  on  seminars  that 
recreate  modern  event*  by 
telling  lliose  involved  in  them 
answer  lor  then  action* 

Thanks  for 
Cable  Street 
memories 


A  certain  frisson  is  inev¬ 
itable  in  any  colony 
someone  stands  ip  and 
states  boldly:  aI  am  a 
lifelong  supporter  of 
Omtald  Motley.  /  believe 
he  had  the  right  policies 
for  the  uhole  country 
When  former  Blackshirt 
Sid  Bailey  made  that  candid 
announcement  at  London  Un¬ 
iversity's  Institute  of 
Historical  Research, it  was 
no  random  academic  assemb¬ 
lage  that  he  was 
addressing. 


streets  at  tendon's  Bast 
Ox), a  dozen  veterans  of  the 
“Battle  of  Cable  Street*  met 
for  a  final  cuiha:?atlnn. 

Former  Fascists  and  Anti- 
Fascists  gathered  at  tendon 
University's  Senate  House  in 
an  “old  boy's  disunion"  org¬ 
anised  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Institute  of  Historical 
Research. 

The  veterans  recalled 
their  experiences  of  that 
day  in  1936  when  200,000 
East  Baders,  many  of  them 
Jews,  defeated  British 
Fascism. 

As  they  talked,  the  old 
enmity  was  rekindled,  with 
each  sjde  blaming  the  other 
for  the  violence  that  marked 
one  of  the  largest  demon¬ 
strations  In  British  pol¬ 
itical  history...... 


He  was  speaking  at  the 
invitation  of  one  disting¬ 
uished  Jewish  historian, 
Geoffrey  Alderman, profess¬ 
or  of  politics  and  contemp¬ 
orary  history  at  Royal 
Holloway  and  Bedford  New 
Col  lege. Seated  next  to  him 
was  another,  EBvid 
Oesarani,  director  of  the 
Wiener  Library.  Around  the 
table  were  several  more 
ex-Black shirts  and  a  for¬ 
midable  array  of  veteran 
left-wing  activists  in¬ 
cluding  Ibil  Piratin,  the 


For  the  anti -Fascists  vrtao 
attended,  most  of  whom  were 
Jews,  that  day  in  October 
1936  was  remembered  as  a 
great  victory  and  an  exper¬ 
ience  that  chinged  their 
lives . . 

"It  shaped  my  life.  It 
gave  me  the  opportunity  to 
fight  back  against  the  brut¬ 
ality  of  Faaeiete.  The  ex¬ 
perience  inspired  me  to  go 
Spain  to  fight  in  the  civil 
uar"  said  Hr  Jack  Gilbert. 

Hr  Rail  Piratin  who  led 
the  Communists  in  the  East 
End  and  became  a  Oomraunist 
HP.  found  himself,  half  a 
century  later,  seated  next 
to  former  British  Union  of 
Fascists  tun  Mr  .Frank  Lee. .. 

For  Hr  Lee  and  the  former 
Fascists  memories  of  October 
4  were  far  less  stirring. 
They  spent  a  frustrating  day 
waiting  in  a  side  street, 
unable  to  march  because 


only  surviving  Comrunist 
MP. 

The  juxtaposition  was 
more  dramatic  than  usual, 
but  the  diversity  of  the 
group  gathered  to  relive 
the  1936  Battle  of  Cable 
Street  when  Mosley's 
planned  march  through  the 
Jewish  heartlands  of  the 
East  End  was  thwarted  by 
mass  protest  -  character¬ 
ises  witness  seminars  which 
bring  toqether  extraordin¬ 
ary  groups  of  people  to 
discuss  a  historical  event 
in  which  they  were 
involved . 

f  It]  represented  a  new 
departure  for  the  witness 
format,  used  to  explore  an 
event  that  created  cons id- 
arable  passion  and  still 
does.  Its  success  was  the 
vivid  evocation  of  the  at¬ 
mosphere  at  the  East  End  on 
October  4,  1936. To  the  re¬ 


200,000  anti -Fascists 
blocked  their  path.  "It  u as 
boring"  said  one.... "Mosley 
uas  right  for  the  time"  was 
how  one  explained  his  alle¬ 
giance..... 

Mrs  Joyce  G  a  item  was  12 

years  old  when  she  joined 
the  famous  “humin  wall*  that 
stopped  the  Blackshirts  at 
Gardiners  Corner, Aldgate. . . 

Cable  Street's  legacy  was 
still  relevant  she  believed: 
"The  raeiem  today  ie  saying 
the  same  thinge  as  it  did 
the." 


But  a  Jewish  Chron¬ 
icle  reader  would 
seas  to  back  the 
Blackshirt  view  of 
October  4  1936. 

Tt>  be  renenterBd 
not  as  'the  Battle', 
but  as  The  Myth  of 
Cable  Street. 

Mosley’s  parade 
after  Cable  Street 

Farther  to  the  May  10  article  on  the 
meeting  at  people  fmm  both  side*  tn 
the  Cable  Street  epic  of  October  1936, 1 


organisers  there  was  no 
threat  of  a  re-run  between 
still  vigorous  septuagen¬ 
arian  participants.  But 
while  peaceful,  the  atmos¬ 
phere  was  undoubtedly 
charged. 

There  was  no  sense  of  the 
meeting  of  minds  seen  some¬ 
times  in  gatherings  of  old 
soldiers  who  fought 
on  opposite  sides. 
Fifty-five  years  on  the 
Ideological  gulf  was  as  a*t- 
bridgeable  as  ever. 

TO  the  ex-Blackshirta 
the  police  decision  to  seep 
their  march  Wxsi  they  were 
imable  to  clear  their 
throu^i  protesting  crowds 
estimated  to  be  as  large  as 
300,000 _ was  still  a  de¬ 

feat  for  free  speech  and  a 
concession  to  mob  rule.... 


wonder  whethersnyone  mentioned  the 
f»ct  that  it- did  not  Mop  Mosley  or  his 
Blackshirts  from  parading  through  East 
tendon  — ‘it  they’  did  one  week  later 
quite  unhindered.  The  British  Union  of 
Fascists  marched  through  Bethnal 
Green  and  were  reviewed  in  Victoria 
Park  quite  freely. 

As  usual,  the  cowardly  attitude  of 
the  Board  of  Deputies'  president  at  the 
lime  is  mentioned  One  wonders 
whether  the  equally  cowardly  attitude 
of  the  London  Labour  Party  and  the 
request  of  tts  leader.  Mr  Herbert 
Mormon,  that  no  party  member  should 
demonstrate  against  the  Fascists,  was 
also  mentioned? 

It  was  ironic  to  see  Mr  Phil  Piratin' s 
photograph,  for  he  was  one  of  those 
British  Communists  who  was  struck 
deaf,  dumb  and  blind  only  three  years 
later  when  the  real  problems  arose.  As 
instructed,  he  and  many  of  his  "anti- 
Fascist"  comrades  followed  their 
Moscow  misters  in  1939  at  the  lime  of 
the  infamous  Nazi-Soviet  Non 
Aggression  Pact  and  said  and  did  noth¬ 
ing  to  oppose  iL 

As  for  the  people  who  were  so 
impressed  by  the  events  of  1936  that 
they  joined  the  Communist  Party,  and 
even  fought  in  Spam.  I  can  give  you 
the  names  of  Jewish  members  of  the 
party  who  were  so  disgusted  by  its  offi¬ 
cial  attitude  in  1939  that  they  left  and 
joined  the  Armed  Fortes? 

Kaymood  Kalman, 
A^A^Hin^lu  .  a 

Jewish  Chronicle 
24  October  1991 


lief  of  the  more  nervous 
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Veterans  recall  a 
war  in  the  streets 


hxtyflw  years  after  they 
last  faced  each  otter  in  the 
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THE  PETTY  POLITICIANS  WHO 
NOW  RUN  BRITAIN 


Mosley 

plaque 

rejected 

IT  can  assure  you  that  we 
A  most  definitely  were 
not  in  favour  or  erecting 
a  plaque  far  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley  or  any  other  Fasc¬ 
ist  leader...’ 


Plaque 
snub  to 
city 
flying 
pioneer 

QAI^CRD, Lancashire  soc- 
O  lal  services  oomnittee 
was  furious  vften  asked  to 

_  _  _  .  give  the  go-ahead  for  a 

plaque  on  A  V  Roe  House,* 
.JfSj  Grade  11  listed  building 

Council 's  decision  last 

February, when  she  was  Ooun-  built  in  the  19th  century 
Leader, to  reject  a  proposal  and  now  a  centre  for  young 
to  mark  Mosley's  former  home  offenders  according  to  the 
in  the  area  with  a  oommeno-  Himehntwr  Kooning  Mm*. 
rative  plaque,  part  of  a  ■  _  . 

scheme  to  tonour  Its  former  »1c«se  ,is  the  birth- 

rncifipn^  place  of  aircraft  pioneer 

residents.  Sir  Alliott  Vterton-Mx.  .the 

Dame  Shirley,  who  is  the  first  Englishman  to  con- 

daughter  of  the  late  Sir  struct  and  fly  his  own  plane 

Jack  Cbhen,  founder  of  the  and  also  a  close  friend  of 

Tesoo  chain,  will  no  doubt  the  leader  of  the  British 

be  herself  remafaered.  Even  onion  of  Fascists,  Sir 

if  only  for  her  sale  of  Oswald  Mosley.' 

Cbmcil  cemeteries  at  5p  Quoting  conmittee  mentor 
eac-‘ •  Melvyn  Higson  it  reported 

According  to  the  JmtUh  ***  were  upset  vhen  his  name 

Onmiala ,  ’one  Gerry  C*±>le,  ves  chosen  several  years  ago 

editor  of  the  anti -Fascist  for  the  building. But  It  was 

magazine  'Searchlight',  was  picked  up  by  the  National 

pleased  with  the  Council's  Children's  Home." 

-decision,  one  towards  which  "1  think  a  plaque  vnuld 
he  had  no  doubt  made  his  offend  everyone  in  the  city 
representations  from  the  who  fought  in  the  last  war. 

magazine's  subsidized  and  Roe  was  a  personal  friend 

fortified  hide-away  in  the  of  Oswald  Mosley.'’ 

Jn« .  The  committee  decided  not 

1  _  ..  .  to  approve  the  plaque  which 

““i* ^  part  of  a  project  to  fix 

taKwOKD  had  made  the  Mosley  pi*^  to  listed  buildings 

P^P0631*  and  former  hones  of  its 

Perhaps  it  was  Mr .Gable?  famous  citizens. 

0  CONTRASTING  with  the  petty  action  of  the  Salford 
councillors,  200  leaders  of  the  British  aviation  in¬ 
dustry  including  sir  teter  Masefield,  farmer  BQAC 
chairman,  the  chairman  of  British  Aerospace, Professor 
Roland  smith,  and  Richard  Fletcher,  general  manager 
of  BAe's  Manchester  factories  -  gathered  at  the  old 
Broaklands  tar  od-g  circuit  to  honour  Sir  AlJiott 
Uexdcn-Roe  in  a  aerenony  to  mark  the  80th  annivers¬ 
ary  of  his  historic  flight. 

There  are  still  fortunately  in  Britain  today, men  of 
honour  divorced  from  politics  who  are  determined  to 
pay  their  respects  to  the  courage  and  integrity  of 
their  fellow-ootmtrymen  of  Britain's  recent  past. 
Irrespective  of  their  associations  or  views  on  soci- 
iety.  But  one  would  have  to  look  long  and  hard  to  find 
them  in  the  ranks  of  the  political  parties. 

MOSLEY:  He  needs  no  f~ 


offend  everyone  in  the  city 
who  fought  in  the  last  war. 
Roe  was  a  personal  friend 
of  Oswald  Mosley." 

The  committee  decided  not 
to  approve  the  plaque  which 
was  part  of  a  project  to  fix 
plaques  to  listed  buildings 
and  former  homes  of  its 
famous  citizens. 


plaques  — 


DURING  world  War  11  Sir 
Oswald  was  interned.  Only 
now,  60  years  later,  are  re¬ 
visionist  historians  be¬ 
ginning  to  analyse  Mosley 
in  an  unemotional  light. 

Notar  Sport  :0ctcbcr  1991 


OATH  FOB  TOW  OIANT  ^ 
MAT  BUFFET 
Saturday  9  Hay  1W? 

CONCMMATIM  DINNER  and 
■NtTISM  UNION  60th  ANNIVEKSANT 
Saturday  14  NoyerterlW? 


Sir  Alliott  Verdon-Roe 


THE  FATHER  OF 
BRITISH  FLYING 


By  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 


WriKN  in  the  early 
1900s  the  young 

o.'Hnt1  engineer  «ni 

pioneer  motorist  A.V.HCE 
started  to  desi^i  and 
construct  a  marhlne  that 


Ontll  a  day  In  A»  1906 
then  in  a  full -sine  aero¬ 
plane  at  the  old  Broofclands 
car  racing  circuit  he  be¬ 
came  the  first  permon  to  fly 
In  Britain,  leaving  the 
grata  id  far  distances  of  75 
to  150  feet,  almost  a  year 
before  the  first  official 
Royal  Aeronautical  Society 
recognised  flight  by  J.TX. 
Bcatason,  the  fnbze  lord 
Brafaazon  of  hn. 

Designed  avid  built  by  him¬ 
self  in  paper,  bantoo,  wire 
and  wood,  the  machine  foll¬ 
owed  the  lines  of  a  model 
driven  by  a  24-h.p.  Antoin¬ 
ette  engine  with  trtiich  he 
had  won  the  Dally  Mail  Model 
Aeroplane  Competition  the 
previous  year. 

A  doctor's  eon,  Alliott 
verdon  Roe  was  born  in  Pat- 
rlcrof t .near  Manchester, and 
educated  at  St. Paul's 
School,  King's  College, 
Strand,  but  at  14  went  bo 
study  surveying  under  a 
civil  engineer  in  British 
Oolutola.  On  his  return  a 
year  later  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  Lanc¬ 
ashire  and  Yorkshire  Rail¬ 
way  Locomotive  Works  foll¬ 
owed  by  two  years  at  sea  as 
marine  engineer. Back  ashore 


A.V.ROC 

First  Briton  to  fly 

he  entered  the  motor  in¬ 
dustry  as  a  draughtsman  and 
and  designer. 

After  his  historic  first 
flight  he  was  short  of  cap¬ 
ital  and  could  only  afford 
low  harsepowered  JAP  eng¬ 
ines,  achieving  only  a  ser¬ 
ies  of  hops  until  late  1909 
when  in  his  Roe  11  triplane 
he  flew  880  yards. 

In  1910  he  founded  with 
his  brother  H.V.Roe  in  Man¬ 
chester,  A.V.Roe  6  Co  Ltd, 
and  began  to  build  aero- 
pla.es  in  a  name  that  is 
still  world  renowned  -  AVRD. 
(His  brother  brought  another 
pioneer  into  the  family -he 
married  the  controversial 
birth  control  advocate  Dr. 
Marie  Stapes  who  founded  in 
London  the  mothers '  clinic 
far  birth  control  in  1921, 
and  published  the  much  dis¬ 
cussed  books  Married  Love: 
1921,  and  Birth  Control  To¬ 
day:  1934.  She  apparently 
had  little  Influence  on  her 
air  pioneering  brother- in- 


A.V.Roe  starts  a  hop  in  his  Roe  11  trlplane  In  1909 


COMRADE 


Janua: 


THE  THREE  AVRO  S04*  —  believed  to  be  the  first  borters  to  have  a  mechanical  bort  release  — 
prepare  to  take-off  froa  Belfort  on  the  historic  raid  on  the  Zeppelin  base  at  Friedrlchshafen 
In  November  1914.  AVRO  No. 873  (left)  flown  by  Sqn  Cdr  E . F .Biggs  was  shot  down.  Nos. 875  and 

874,  fit  Cdr  J.T.Bablngton  and  Fit  Lt  S.V.SIppe  returned  safely  to  base 


3#  FATHER  OF 
BRITISH  FLYING 


law  -  he  sired  four  sons 
and  five  daughters!) 

He  then  led  the  way  In 
British  aviation,  develop¬ 
ing  the  tractor  biplane. live 
Avro  D  an  E  came  in  1911, F 
in  1912,  and  the  superb  504 
in  1913. 

It  was  the  ooefaat  version 
of  the  AVRO  504  that  boated 
Zeppelins  at  Friedrichs- 
hafen  shortly  after  the  out¬ 
break  of  World  Mar  l,and  lt 
wee  an  AVRO,  flown  by  Q~— a 
ancki  Hiqswcrtlvthat  brought 
dowi  the  first  Zeppelin.  In 
1917  «4n  the  Rqal  Flying 
Oarpe  finally  got  down  to  an 
artery  sate  system  of  pilot 
training,  it  wn  the  504 


PASSENGER  Mrs  Keith  Miller  stands  by  the  AVRO  AVIAN  that  made  the  first  1  Ight  aviation  flight 
to  Australia  In  October  1927.  Taking  off  fros  Croydon  and  piloted  by  Captain  U.N. Lancaster, 
they  touched  down  at  Port  Oarwln  in  March  1928.  RIGHT:  Cartridge  University  Air  Squadron 
Flying  AVRO  504Ns  In  the  1930s.  Also  known  as  LVNX  AVROS.  they  were  the  first  new  trainer 
adoted  by  the  RAF  after  the  1914-18  war  and  were  a  development  of  the  war's  S04K 


sinbie  aircraft  with  full 
aemlstlr  ospsHlIHas  but 
without  vices,  to  be  the 
training  aircraft.  It  was 
fitted  with  dal  control  a 
and  *Oo^ort  bfaa'  babea 
cockpits  so  that  pupil  mti 
instructor  could  cuiara  In 
the  air,  and  by  1918  lt  had 
trained  the  majority  of  the 
pilots  in  the  RFC.the  larg¬ 
est  Air  Race  in  the  ttprld. 
After  the  war  lt  ocntlismd 
to  be  need  by  the  RAF  until 
1933. 

The  last  year  of  the  war 
brought  Verdon-Roe  the  OBE, 
but  peace  with  severe  Gov¬ 
ernment  spending  cuts  an 
military  aircraft  part  the 
majority  of  aircraft  build¬ 
ing  firms  out  of  business, 
great  nurters  of  workers, 
including  talented  de¬ 
signers  and  technicians  with 
skills  acquired  through  the 
great  expansion  of  knowledge 
gained  in  the  production  of 
of  fighting  aircraft. 

AVRO  survived  and  in  oomn- 
on  with  other  survivors 
searched  far  a  market  far 
which  they  could  produce. 
A  cheap  and  economical  light 
one  neater  machine  appeared 
to  be  the  way  ahead,  with 
aspirations  of  a  future  mass 
nurket,  and  AVRO  was  one  of 
the  first  In  the  field  with 
its  AVRO  Baby. 

The  'lightplane*  concept, 
which  saw  it  as  a  sort  of 
canpetitor  of  the  sports  car, 
was  not  a  success  and  it  was 


THE  'FAITHFUL  ANNIES'  -  the  AVRO  ANSON.  It  bore  the  brunt  of  Coastal  Command's  anti-submarine 
war  early  In  WU11  (LEFT)  and  (CENTRE)  the  AVRO  LANCASTER,  the  war's  most  famous  borter, later 
to  be  developed  Into  the  AVRO  LINCOLN  after  the  war,  which  In  turn  was  develoed  Into  the  AVRO 
SHACKLETON  by  the  19S0s.  In  the  1960s  the  AVRU  Vulcan  (RIGHT)  was  the  world's  first  large 
_  delta-winged  aircraft  _ 


RAF, killed  on  operations  in 
1941  and  1943,  and  although 
no  longer  connected,  air¬ 
craft  bearing  his  name  were 
prominent  In  operations, the 
4-year  Old  AVRO  Anson  -  to 
become  known  as  'Faithful 
Amle'  -  bore  the  brunt  of 
the  ai*-  anti-submarine  op¬ 
erations  in  the  early  part 
of  the  war,  and  the  AVRO 
Lancaster  became  Britain's 
most  successful  heavy 
banter. 

After  the  war  Sir  Alliott 
Verdon-Roe  maintained  his 
life-long  pioneering  spirit 
and  became  chairman  of 
aviation  development,  and 
precision  engineering  comp¬ 
anies,  and  remained  a 
staunch  supporter  of  Oswald 
Mosley  and  his  Union  Move¬ 
ment,  in  spirit,  financi¬ 
ally,  and  as  a  contributor 


the  Government's  sponsorship  death  thirty  years  later, 

of  flying  clubs  and  light-  The  following  year  he  re- 
p'ane  carpet  i t ions  in  the  ceived  his  Knighthood, 
r  d- 1920s  that  developed  In  the  1930s  he  became  i 
the  new  concept  of  a  hiqn  pioneer  in  another  field  - 

powered  lightplane  capable  economic  reform  and  wrote 
of  flight  with  rvore  than  one  articles  on  the  need  for  the 

oerson,  from  which  came  the  State  to  regain  its  prerog- 

AVRD  Bluebird  and  the  AVRO  etive  over  currency 
Avion, the  latter  which  made  creation, and  became  a  Vice- 
he  first  light  aviation  President  of  the  Economic 
’i'  it  to  Australia.  Piloted  Reform  Institute. 
j  Capt.W.N. Lancaster  with  Mosley  Man 

rtrs  Keith  Miller,  the  Avion 

left  Croydon  on  14  October  1118  pioneering  spirit  also 
1927  and  arrived  in  Port  led  to  the  V****!  British 
Darwin  on  19  March  1928.  t**1™  ^  7934  be 

But  for  'Mr. Avro',  1928  organised  and  apofce  at  a 
brought  a  partings  of  the  «ting  to  introAioe  Black- 
ways  for  his  firm  was  bought  **ilrt  speakers  at  his  heme 
over  his  head  by  Slddely  **•  te*>le>n^eitilre.  Be  «as 

Interests.  Nonplussed  he  “*  ttel  •  - 1 — ■  ***  ** 

bought  an  Interest  in  S.E.  joined  immediately  after 
Saunders  Ltd  of  Cowes,  a  and  linni  an  advisor  cm 
builder  of  flying  boats  for  ^^7  — to  the 

the  Air  Ministry,  later  to  Blackshirt  R>li*y  Director- 
become  Saunders-Roe,  known  ***- 

for  its  Saro  Plying  Boats,  In  World  War  11  he  was  to' 
marine  craft,  an!  for  whom  suffer  the  loss  of  his  eld- 
he  was  President  at  his  est  and  third  sons  in  the 


t'-VcV* 


V'. 


literature,  art  and  music 


and  she  was  always  so  kind 


in  lending  me  books 


they  were  hard  to  obtain. 


Holloway  had  its  lighter 


I  well  remember 


whose  cell  was 


on  the  ground  floor  of  F 


Wing.  When  locking  up  time 


arrived, which  was  very  ear 


ly  evening,  she  was  usually 


gossiping  with  a  friend  on 


the  top  floor  and  she  would 


make  a  mad  dash  along  the 


corridor,  down  the  spiral 
staircase,  and  a  further 


race  along  the  bottom  oorr- 


Persecuted  Women 


The  younq  schoolteacher 
LOUISE  FISHER  when  Birm¬ 
ingham's  Blackshirt  Womens 
Organiser, and  [I]  In  1941 
being  shipped  to  the  Isle 
of  Han  with  enemy  aliens 
and  other  Blackshirt  women 
for  Internment  In  Port 
Erin  Concentration  Camp 
after  her  detention  in 
In  Holloway  Goal.  Also  In 
the  picture,  OLIVE  HAWKS, 
Parliamentary  Candidate 
for  Peckham  and  1940  Nat¬ 
ional  Womens  Organiser  [2] 
and  KATHLEEN  MARSOEN.  who 
as  secretary  to  National 
Meetings  Organiser  Hector 
HcKechnle  helped  him  org¬ 
anise  the  world's  largest 
meeting  at  Earls  Court  In 
July  1939 


FAT  TATLOUK:  Britain's  top 
woeian  racing  driver  In  1939. 
In  1940  she  was  'racing  the 
Holloway  Gaol  Circuit* 


LVithout  women  I  eouldl 
not  have  got  a  quarter 
of  the  uayl  Mosley  1940 


..  ^  Commemoration 
'  "  Dinner 

the  wards  of  Tennyson:  ’A 
daughter  of  the  Gods, 
divinely  tall  and  most 
divinely  fair'" 

She  continued:  "I  was  not 
in  prison  in  those  early 
days  of  May  and  June  1940 
when  so  many  of  our  British 
Union  members,  men  and  wom¬ 
en,  were  first  arrested  and 
Lady  Mosley  so  cruelly  taken 
from  her  children  -  the 
youngest  an  eleven  weeks  old 
baby.  We  can  never  know  the 
pain  and  anguish  she  suff¬ 
ered  in  those  first  weeks. 

I  was  not  detained  until 
October  1940  and  first  put 
in  C  Wing  where  there  were 
not  many  18b  detainees,  but 
after  a  few  weeks  was  moved 
to  F  Wing  which  by  then  was 
used  solely  for  18b  prison¬ 
ers.  It  was  then  that  I 
found  the  strength  and  com¬ 
radeship  of  other  British 
Union  members,  and  met  Lady 
Mosley  daily. 

In  my  younger  days  it  had 
been  my  ambition  to  go  to 
Royal  Holloway  Women's 
College  but  had  to  be  con¬ 
tent  with  a  humbler  Train- 
College.  As  it  turned  out  I 
did  get  to  Holloway  -  but 
the  Prison, not  the  College! 

And  what  an  education  uiac 
wasl 

I  rubbed  shoulders  with 
all  kinds  of  people  whom  I 
would  never  have  met  but  for 
18b.  I  was  one  of  the  luck¬ 
ier  ones.  I  was  still  young 
and  in  good  health  and  did 
not  suffer  the  heart-ache  of 
leaving  children  and  family 
outside.  But  I  lost  my  job 
and  my  livelihood. 

There  were  so  many  tal¬ 
ented  British  Union  women 
there  and  each  had  her  own 
characteristics  to  offer.lt 
was  in  some  ways  a  rich  ex¬ 
perience.  I  learned  so  much 
from  them  and  lady  Mosley 
enlarged  my  whole  vista  of 


idor,  to  arrive  at  her  cell 
door  as  the  wardress  fin¬ 
ished  calling  her  name, just 
in  time  for  lock-up.  we 
fried  to  time  her  once,  and 
told  her  it  was  the  nearest 
she  could  get  to  her  beloved 
motor-racing.  Alas,  Fay  is 
no  longer  with  us. 

I  remember  another  story 
concerning  Lady  Mosley. 

In  F  Wing  we  were  eventu¬ 
ally  allowed  the  use  of 
the  kitchen  and  could  do 


seme  of  our  own  cooking. 
Lady  Mosley  obtained  perm¬ 
ission  to  prepare  a  hot  meal 
and  send  it  by  visitor  to 
O.M.  in  Brixton  Prison. with 
great  ingenuity  she  made  a 
rough  hay-box  in  which  was 
the  casserole  made  with  her 
loving  care.  When  she  re¬ 
ceived  his  letter  saying  how 
much  he  had  enjoyed  it  she 
was  so  overjoyed  that  she 
rushed  from  her  cell  and 
said  to  Miss  Baxter,  one  of 
the  older  wardresses:  "Isn't 
it  wavier  ful  -  my  husband 
enjoyed  the  meal  so  audi". 
Then  recollecting  she  said: 
"But  of  course  you  know, you 
censored  the  letter'  to 
which  Miss  Baxter  replied: 
"Mo,  my  dear, I  didn’t  know. 
I  censor  and  initial  his 
letters,  but  I  never  know 
vtiat  he  has  written  because 
I  can  never  read  his 
writing9! 

Lady  Mosley  always  behaved 
with  great  courage  in  prison 
amid  demanded  no  special  fav¬ 
ours,  her  natural  charm  and 
dignity  winning  over  ward¬ 
resses  who  at  first  had 
been  antagonistic. 

Many  names  come  to  mind  of 
fellow-prisoners. Women  like 
ex-suffragette  Mrs. Elam, Mrs 
Whinfield, Kathleen  Harsden, 


COMRADE 


LOUISE  was  to  marry  Birmingham's  Olstrlct  Leader,  and 
later  District  Inspector  "INKIE"  IRVINE  who  was  also  de¬ 
tained  i86.  After  his  reiease  Sic  served  over  four  years 
In  the  army  and  subsequently  became  Union  Movement  Organ¬ 
iser  for  S/E  Essex.  In  the  1950s,  he  produced  a  local 
quarterly  newspaper,  the  EAST  ANGLIAN  PRESS  for  which 
Louise,  as  CELIA  GOOOUAV  contributed  the  Womans  Page 


IN  his  welcome  speech 
MICHAEL  QUILL  paid  tribute 
to  the  women  of  British  Un¬ 
ion  and  Union  Movement  whose 
work,  loyalty  and  sacrifice 
had  been  outstanding. 

They  had  not  yet  been 
featured  in  'Comrade'  to  any 
extent  because  its  first 
task  was  to  nail  the  histor¬ 
ical  lie, built  up  by  a  fif¬ 
ty  year  barrage  of  false¬ 
hoods  in  Press, Radio, TV  and 
the  old  gang  political  part¬ 
ies,  that  British  Union  by 
1939  was  a  spent  force,  and 
that  Mosley  and  his  Black¬ 
shirts  were  traitors. 

The  pages  of  'Comrade' 
Tear  witness  bo  the  irrefut¬ 
able  truth  as  its  research 
in  issue  after  issue  gives 
news  of  yet  another  British 
Uhion  lost  old  comrades 
brought  home  to  peacefully 
rest  with  our  Blackshirt 
Dead  in  our  Roll  of  Honour. 
Still  just  the  tip  otf  the 
iceberg  yet  it  is  already 
proven  that  Mosley's  Black¬ 
shirts  were  killed  in  action 
cn  land, sea  and  air  of  every 
battle  area  of  the  Second 
world  war,  and  given  their 
opposition  to  the  polit- 
ians  justification  for  the 
war, this  record  of  patriot¬ 
ism  is  second  to  none. 

Later  he  spoke  of  the  com¬ 
ing  General  Election  and  our 


Michael  Quill 


Florence  Hayes,  Ann  Good, 
and  that  stalwart  from 
Lancashire  Agnes  Booth,  and 
many  more. Sadly  they  are  no 
longer  with  us  and  we  are 
becoming  an  endangered 
species.  I  don't  see  any 
'Greens'  rushing  forward  to 
protect  or  preserve  us. 

But  we  certainly  can  be 
certainly  sure  of  preser¬ 
vation  because  as  history  is 
written  in  true  perspective 
it  will  be  seen  more  and 
more  how  right  was  the  pur¬ 
pose  and  purpose  of 
Oswald  Mcsley,  many  of  his 
far-sighted  ideas  now  being 
taken  up. 

Over  the  years  there  has 
been  no  easy  way  far  Lady 
Mosley.  She  bears  our  Lead¬ 
er's  name  and  has  never  once 
flinched  or  faltered.  Her 
loyalty  and  staunchness  are 
magnificent  and  she  has 
never  missed  an  opportunity 
in  speaking  or  writing  to 
answer  all  those  scurrilous 
attempts  to  blacken  O.M.  's 
name,  but  always  with  this 
steadfastness  is  her  wonder¬ 
ful  wit  and  sense  of  busour 
so  evident  in  Holloway 
Prison. 

For  all  those  present  I 
assure  her  that  she  has  the 
admiration  and  love  of  us 
all."" 


His  Blackshirt 
Women  <■ 
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COMRADE 


Jam 


IT  anything,  it  was  the 

ladf  fteley  Wilrh  rat 
agitated  ae.The  nwcpyj 
bits  and  pieces  about  her 
itich  I'd  unavoidably 
cue  across  fzta  Ha»  to 
t±ae  hadn't  done  a  thing 
to  bcny  g>  ay  social 
<plari}. 

1t»  begin  with,  the  journ¬ 
alists  couldn't  mention  her 
name  without  identifying 
her  as  one  of  the  "famous 
Mitford  sisters".  They  ex¬ 
plained  that  she  had  been 
the  most  sparkling  of  the 
Bright  Young  Things  of  the 
Twenties  and  I,  God  knows, 
was  no  sparkler.  You  didn't 
have  to  read  between  the 
lines  to  appreciate  that 
you'd  better  be  a  viscount 
or  at  least  a  Cecil  Beaton 
if  you  were  to  have  a  chance 
of  winning  her  approval. 
Moreover,  the  oolumnists 
cooed,  opening  wide  their 
big  blue  eyes,  she  was  not 
only  the  wife  of  a  baronet 
but  the  daughter  of  a  lord 
and  the  sister  of  a  duchess 
-  a  heady  mixture  for  some¬ 
one  like  me  who  was  never  at 
his  best,  so  to  speak,  with 
his  betters.  Finally,  the 
journalists  tirelessly  "re¬ 
vealed"  that  Hitler  had  de¬ 
clared  her  to  be  the  perfect 
type  of  Aryan  beauty.  This 
last  titbit,  1  imagine,  was 
designed  to  put  us  an  our 
guard, the  Implication  being 
that  anyone  considered 
beautiful  by  Hitler  was  ob¬ 
viously  a  bad  lot... 

Mosley's  historic 

boose 

Mosley's  house  had  been 
built  for  one  of  Napoleon's 
generals  and  grandilo¬ 
quently  baptised  -  whether 
by  the  general  himself  or 
one  of  his  entourage  I  don't 
recall  -  la  Ta mple  da  la 
GleHre,the  Tenple  of  Glory. 
It  was  classified  as  a  hist¬ 
orical  monument  so  that 
nothing  about  it  could  be 
changed,  not  even  the  name. 
Mosley  derived  a  certain 
sardonic  amusement  from  his 
address.  "Half  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  England,"  he  observed 
wryly,  "have  been  taught  to 
consider  me  a  megalomaniac. 
When  they  hear  that  I  live 
in  a  house  called  'The 
Tenple  of  Glory'  they'll  be 
convinced  that  I've  gone 
right  over  the  edge." 

In  fact,  the  house  wasn't 
as  Intimidating  as  the  name 
suggested.  nwadem  of  the 
Vaw  Statesman  and  similar 
publications  no  ckxfct  had  a 
mantel  Image  of  M Beley 
brooding  darkly  in  some  sort 
of  presposterous  Adler- 
li ora t. The  poor  things  would 
have  been  disconcerted  by 


The  Pleasure 
ofTheir 
Company 


by  kind  consent  of 
the  author,  France 
based  Australian 
poet  and  biographer 

Alister 

Kershaw 


who  devoted  a  chapter 
of  his  book  to 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley 


MOSLEY 


Mb  left  the  author  in  our  last  issue  antici¬ 
pating  without  qualm,  his  first  meeting  with 
OSWALD  MOSLEY  at  the  Tenple  de  la  Glaire. 
He  was  less  assured  at  the  prospect  of  meet¬ 
ing  one  of  the  'famous  Mitford  sisters' 


the  "Tenple",  an  elegant 
Palladian  villa  altogether 
unsuitable  for  brooding. The 
roams  were  high, beautifully 
proportioned,  and  perfectly 
furnished.  Lawns  ran  down 
to  an  ornamental  lake  an 
which  a  ntmhar  of  decorative 
but  somev*iat  peevish  swans 
were  to  be  seen  romantically 
gliding.  It  was  the  sort  of 
house  which  looked  as  though 
it  ought  to  be  inhabited  by 
civilised, cultivated  people 
of  discriminating  taste. 
Which  it  was. 

Meeting  Diana 

Meeting  Diana  Mosley  made 
me  realize  that  if  Hitler 
and  1  had  nothing  else  in 
cannon  we  were  in  total 
agreement  as  regards  femin¬ 
ine  beauty. She  had  too .mag¬ 
ical  ability  to  make  age 
feel,  if  not  at  home  (the 
Teazle  de  la  Gloire  could 
never  have  been  home  to 
plain  colonial  me)  at  any 
rate  not  too  painfully  out 
of  one's  allotted  sphere. At 
one  moment  there  I  was, mis¬ 
erably  conscious  of  not  be¬ 
ing  Cecil  Beaton,  and  the 
next  I  had  been  somehow  be¬ 
witched  into  thinking  that 
nothing  could  be  nicer  than 
to  be  Alister  Kershaw.  I 
remember  the  feat  with 
gratitude. 

Pie  real  Mosley 

Mosley  had  the  same  engag¬ 
ing  talent.  As  sow  as  he 
came  Into  the  roam  I  was 
attracted, too, by  his  spon¬ 
taneous  friendliness  ,an  ev¬ 
ident  mart!  nuns  bo  Ilka  one. 

I  was  attracted  too  by  his 
manifest  seat  for  life  Wilch 
showed  itself  in  his  ath¬ 
letic  movements  and  his  vig¬ 


orous  speech.  He  was  a 
strikingly  good-looking 
man,  Wiich  never  does  any 
harm.  His  voice  was  agree¬ 
ably  classless.  It  was  not, 
needless  to  say,  a  prolet¬ 
arian  rasp  but  it  wasn't  an 
cristccrstlc  hstila.aiag. 

If  I'd  ever  been  fool  en¬ 
ough  to  believe  the  journ¬ 
alists,  Mosley  would  have 
been  a  sickening  dis¬ 
appointment.  I'd  been  sub¬ 
jected  to  far  more  riveting 
stares  from  liberals  in  good 
standing  than  were  ever  di¬ 
rected  at  me  by  Mosley.  I 
never  spied  him  aggressive¬ 
ly  jutting  his  chin.  Never 
while  I  was  present  did  he 
pound  his  fist  in  demagogic 
frenzy.  One  drank  delicious 
burgundy  at  his  table;  I 
never  knew  him  drink  blood. 
He  was  a  very  off  "fascist" 
altogether.... 

On  the  day  war  was  de¬ 
clared,  he  had  published  a 
message  to  his  followers 
calling  on  them  "to  do  noth¬ 


ing  to  injure  our  country, 
or  to  help  any  other  power". 
That  was  when  the  British 
canmxiists  were  being  voci¬ 
ferous  about  the  wickedness 
of  the  "imperialist  war". So 
who  was  arrested?  Mosley , at 
course;  and  for  what  is 
known  as  good  measure.  Lady 
Mosley  with  him.  Their 
three-month-old  baby  was 
given  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt. 

They  had  a  rough  time  of 
it  in  prison, but  not  nearly 
rough  enough  bo  satisfy  the 
left-wing  press.  They  were 
allegedly- enjoying  all  man¬ 
ner  of  extrapenitentiary 
delights. Diana  was  known  to 
have  a  lady's  maid  in  att¬ 
endance  on  her  in  her  cell, 
and  Mosley  himself  was 
roundly  accused  of  wolfing 
caviar  (for  some  reason, 
caviar, although  Russian, al¬ 
ways  makes  the  Left  go  fan- 
tee)  and  cynically  savouring 
rare  vintages.  But  whatever 
resentment  they  felt  after¬ 
wards  was  well  under  con¬ 
trol  .  When  (which  didn't 
often  happen)  they  mentioned 
the  ignoble  business  it  was 
with  conbenptuous  flipp¬ 
ancy.  "Speaking  as  an  old 
lag..."  Mosley  would  say, or 
"Of  course,  we  goalbirds.." 
What  with  one  thing  and  an¬ 
other,  I  very  soon  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  if 
Oswald  Mosley  was  the  mon¬ 
ster  we'd  been  reliably  ass¬ 
ured  he  was,  then  I  had  a 
regrettable  weakness  for 
monsters. 

Visiting  the  Tempi e  de  la 
Glaire  was  a  considerable 
and  continuing  pleasure.  I 
never  did  turn  into  Cecil 
Beaton  of  Evelyn  Waugh  but 
that  didn't  worry  anyone  as 
far  as  I  could  see.  True  to 
farm,  I  managed  to  put  my 
foot  in  my  mouth  more  often 
than  I  would  have  wished, 
mostly  by  excoriating  well- 
known  public  figures  who 
always  proved  bo  be  friends 
or  relations  of  either 
Mosley  or  his  wife;  but 
these  solecisms  of  mine  were 
benignly  overlooked  and, 
since  I  was  invited  back  at 
frequent  intervals,  I  take 
it  I  was  a  reasonably  wel¬ 
come  guest.  It  was  not  very 
long  before  ve  were  on 
first-name  terms  or,  as  far 
as  Mosley  was  concerned,  an 
quasi -first -name  terms  in- 
asfar  as  he  was  always  "Tom* 
or  "Kit"  to  his  friends, 
never  "Oswald" 

No  ordinary 
•  politician 

Such  politicians  as  I'd 
come  across  from  time  to 
time  hadn't  exactly  dazed 
me  with  their  vivacity  and 
many-sidedness.  Once  they'd 
abused  their  colleagues  and 


He  had  been  Involved  In 
politics  ever  since  his  el¬ 
ection  to  the  House  of  Comm¬ 
ons  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
but  he  could,  and  did,  talk 
about  plenty  of  other  mat¬ 
ters.  I  wish  I  could  repro¬ 
duce  an  astonishing  dis¬ 
course  I  once  heard  him  de¬ 
liver  on  the  works  of 
Goethe: it  almost  induced  me 
to  read  Goethe  myself  - 
quite  an  achievement.  When 
he  did  discuss  politics,  1 
1  istened  to  him  with  none  of 
the  lancinating  boredom 
which  the  subject  normally 
produced  in  me.  He  was  dis¬ 
inclined  to  talk  about  the 
past,  not  because  he  in  any 
way  regretted  the  stand  he 
had  taken  at  different  times 
in  the  past  but  because  his 
vigorous  intelligence  natu¬ 
rally  directed  his  thoughts 
to  the  future.  A  clair¬ 
voyant  !  I  didn't  realize  it 
fully  at  the  time  but  I  did 
later.  I  remember  him  pre¬ 
dicting  (to  give  one  ex¬ 
ample)  that  what  he  called 
"the  next  multinational" 
would  take  the  form  of  a 
consortium  of  oil-producing 
states  and, further, that  one 
of  the  consequencies  would 


The  Temple  de  la  Glolre.. built  for  a  Napoleon  general 


lamented  the  apathy  with  ordinary  politician.  His 
Wiich  their  latest  speech  on  habit  of  actually  listening 
the  nuniciple  waterworks  to  what  other  people  had  to 
had  unaccountably  been  met,  say  was  alone  enough  to 
the  conversation,  or  rather  prove  that.  He  enjoyed  the 
the  toneless  monologue,  rapid  and  (inhibited  exchange 
tended  to  became  a  touch  of  opinions.  I  never  knew 
anaesthetic.  Things  were  him  try  and  hold  the  floor, 
very  different  with  Mosley.  He  hadn't  the  slightest  ob- 
The  physical  vitality  which  jection  -  rather  the  oont- 
was  so  evident  in  him  was  rary  -  to  being  interrupted 
reflected  in  his  quick  and  or  contradicted.  Some 
vivid  speech.  Henry  had  fascist!  I  kept  on  reflect - 
been  quite  right:  he  was  no  ing. 


• 
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WHAT  SOVEREIGNTY? 


idea  of  borrowing  money 
taking  out  mortgages 


Par  1  lament  why  the  economy 
was  in  such  a  state  he  said: 

“Bus  is  due  to  external  fac¬ 
tors  ewer  which  we  have  no 
control " 

If  a  Prime  Minister  of  this 
country  admits  that,  then 
what  is  he  a  government  of, 
and  where  is  the  Sovereignty? 

The  answer  is  that  the 
idiocy  of  British  policy, 
with  the  political  parties  in 
unison,  bartered  it  away  in 
1939,  pitching  a  half -badly 
equipped  country  into  that 
unneooessary  war  which  was  to 
be  the  death  knell  of  Great 
Britain. 

So  what  do  they  mean  those 
who  cry  Sovereignty  In  re¬ 
jection  of  a  closer  Union  of 
Europe  to  which  all  other 
states  are  moving?  Those  who 
think  we  are  island  oft  tne 
coast  of  Florida  instead  of 
mainland  Europe,  even  if  be¬ 
cause  of  our  lost  strength 
resulting  from  that  war  had 
subverted  it  into  an  air¬ 
craft  carrier  for  American 
might  to  hold  at  bay  the  very 
Communist  power  which  our 
politicians  had  brought  into 
being. 

New  that  this  threat  has 
collapsed,  along  cones  inci- 
dently  the  latest  lie  of  the 
British  political  establish¬ 
ment,  that  they  created  the 
liberation  of  Europe.  They 
suggest  that  the  Russians,  the 
Poles  and  other  Eastern  Eur¬ 
opeans  looked  into  the  shop 
windows  of  Selfridges  and 
Harrods  and  were  so  taken 
with  vhat  they  saw. That  they 
v«re  so  impressed  with  the 


could  never  repay  that  they 
wanted  to  join  it. 

The  truth  is  that  the  Euro¬ 
pean  spirit, that  same  spirit 
that  in  1953  Inspired  the 
peoole  of  Berlin  to  tear  down 
the  Bolshevik  flaq  and  march 
streets  for  liberty  until 
crushed  by  Russian  tanks, 
burst  forth  after  forty-odd 
years  in  chains,  with  little 
help  from  our  old  gang  poli¬ 
ticians. 

It  was  Mosley,  whose  ideas 
greatly  influenced  European 
thought,  that  for  over  forty 
years  fueled  the  enchained 
and  Blunter ing  European  spi¬ 
rit  and  it  is  that  spirit 
that  is  an  anathema  to  the 
strange  crowd  now  in  Parlia¬ 
ment. They  prefer  always  safe 
divisions,  safe  seats,  do 
nothing  middle  along  so  they 
raise  the  fraudulent  cloud- 
cuckoo-land  cry  of  Sovereign¬ 
ty, but  it  is  the  sovereignty 
of  their  own  chattering  club 
at  Westminster  which  they 
defend.  "The  Parish  Punp  men¬ 
tality  at  a  time  then  the 
parish  punp  itself  is  dry'. 

The  time  is  ni^i  for  a  new 
Itiwnk  of  the  people,  bora 
cot  of  the  pioneering  Ckilon 
kmueat,  in  rhythm  with 
Mosley's  vision  splendid. 

Tot  the  dost  we  rime  to 
Bee  s  vision  that  case  not 
before.  All  things  are  new 
possible;  and  all  will  be 
sfajmsd  by  the  final  order 
of  the  European." 


•  Abridged  from  D 
Irvin*' •  speech  at 
Commemoration  Dinner. 


be  the  same  catastrophic 
unemployment  which  he  had 
vainly  tried  to  eradicate 
wnen  he  was  active- all  too 
active  -  in  the  labour 
Party.  Just  possibly  the 
"leaders"  of  the  Western 
world  were  also  aware  that 
such  a  situation  was  likely 
to  arise  but,  if  they  were, 
they  certainly  kept  the  in¬ 
formation  to  themselves. 
Multiracial  nonsense 

Nor  did  they  ever  let  on 
if  they  appreciated  that 
massive  immigration  might 
cause  a  problem  or  two.  The 
Panglosses  of  both  the  left 
and  the  Right  were  still 
hal  lelu jahing  then  over  the 
imminent  prospect  of  “nulti- 
racial  societies'*.  La  bonne 
blague  I  Kit  saw  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  that  there  wasn't 
much  likelihood  of  Pakist¬ 
anis  and  Yorkshiremen  frat¬ 
ernal  ly  toasting  each  other 
in  a  mixture  of  nut-brown 
ale  aod  palm-toddy  einply 
because  told  they 

ought  too. And  was  it  really 
on  the  cards  that  they'd  be¬ 
come  chunmler  than  ever  once 
the  unenployment  that  Kit 
rightly  foresaw  had  become 
a  reality?  The  question,  of 
course,  had  not  so  much  as 
crossed  the  minds  of  the 
democratic  medicine  men. 
■Every  Englishman  out  of 
work,"  Kit  observed,  "will 
resent  every  migrant  who 
isn't.  No  doubt  it's  intel¬ 
lectually  unreasonable,  no 
doubt  it's  morally  wrong,but 
that's  going  to  be  the  atti¬ 
tude.  And  the  idiots  who  are 
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running  things  imagine  that 
they  can  legislate  prej¬ 
udices  out  of  existence, ab¬ 
olish  hostility  be  decree, 
pass  laws  Wiich  will  oblige 
people  to  love  their  neigh¬ 
bours.  Christ  wasn't  able 
to  get  the  message  across; 
it's  inprobable  that  the 
Race  Relations  Board  will 
be  any  more  successful..".. 

Editor  Diana 

Kit  had  as  lively  sense  of 
humour  as  anyone  needs (it's 
an  overrated  virtue  anyway) 
but  he  was  not, in  my  exper¬ 
ience,  an  especially  witty 
man.  That  didn't  natter. 
Diana  could  provide  enough 
wit  for  two.  The  Vit  and 
Viedom  of  Diana  Mosley: 
that's  an  anthology  I'd  en¬ 
joy  canpiling.  Her  story  of 
the  article  on  Ezra  Pound 
would  certainly  have  its 
place.  She  was  editing  a 
magazine  called  The  European 
and  somebody  submitted  an 
exegesis  of  Pound's  Cantos. 
Knowing  his  reverentia 1 
attitude  towards  his  own 
work, Diana  thought  it  would 
be  prudent  to  seek  the  great 
man's  approval  of  the  art¬ 
icle.  Weeks  went  by  with  no 
answer.  Finally,  since  the 
decision  had  to  be  taken, she 
went  ahead  and  published  the 
thing  and  no  sooner  had  it 
appeared  that  (Ound's  be¬ 
lated  oonments  arrived. 
"So-and-so's  article  is 
nuts,"  he  wrote  in  his 
folksy  way:  "can  it".  A  few 
days  later,  having  seen  the 
new  issue  of  The  European 
he  wrote  again  severely. 
"What's  the  idea,"  he  asked, 
"publishing  that  article?  I 
told  you  it  was  nuts  and  you 
should  can  it."  "Dear  Ezra, 
Diana  replied, "it's  all  due 
to  the  terrible  confusion 
between  English  English  and 
American  English.  When  you 
said  the  article  was  nuts, I 
thought  you  meant  that  the 
author  had  got  to  the  kernel 
of  the  problem;and  when  you 
said  'can  it', I  thought  you 
meant  preserve  it..." 

This  is  the  sort  of  droll¬ 
ery  I  would  have  listened  to 
gratefully,  all  day,  just 
as,  in  a  completely  differ¬ 
ent  register, Kit's  somewhat 
less  sportive  conversation 
had  me  invariably  en¬ 
thralled. 

I  delighted  in  my  visits 
to  Temple  de  la  Gloire  as 
Wholeheartedly  as  a  respec¬ 
table  left-winger  would  have 
delimited  in  spending  a 
cheery  evening  with  General 
Fhilby  in  the  games  rocn  of 
the  Ldblanka  prison. 

•Nr.tonhin'i  boot  [University  of 
Queensland  Press.  1986]  Is  out  of 
print.  It  asy  be  obtainable  froa  US 
bookseller  R.T. Risk. the  Stone  Cott¬ 
age,  Bennington  Road,  Francetown, 
USA. 
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COMRADE 


January  1992 


— Obituary— 

Clare  Pel  ling 

WITH  DEEP  nans'  we  report 
the  death  -  a  few  weeks 
apart  of  two  old  comrades 
of  British  Onion's  Imping 
Branch.  Clare,  herself  an 
active  member, was  the  wife 
RBS  PELUNG,  District  Lead¬ 
er  from  1938  until  his  de¬ 
detention  as  an  18B  Polit¬ 
ical  Prisoner  in  1940. 

Clare  died  on  14  December 
in  Lancashire  were  both 
had  lived  for  some  years. 

Eric  Ball 

IN  DBWN  an  8  January,  HUC 
BALL  who  was  District  Lead¬ 
er  Upping  until  1938  when 
he  handed  over  to 

Peg  Belling. 

Eric,  who  was  75,  worked 
for  an  overseas  bank  in  the 
City  for  43  years,  apart 
from  the  war .When  a  boy  he 
had  worked  for  local  MP 
Winston  Churchill.  In  July 
19^0  he  and  member  Many 
Wragg  were  arrested  and 
released  after  an  appeal. 
He  then  joined  the  Royal 
Navy,  serving  until  1946. 

Mary  Burwood 

OCR  DEEPEST  SYMPATHY  to  our 
old  comrade  Dicky  Burwood 
on  the  death  in  Decenber  of 
his  wife  NARY  in  their  62nd 
year  of  marriage. 

Courage  has  never  been  in 
short  supply  for  our 
'Bethnal  Green  Battler', 
now  85. 

Bis  old  ooKades  In 
Friends  of  o.M.  know  that 
it  will  not  Call  hla  now. 


a  long  way  to  be  present. 
She  told  of  OM  would  have 
been  thrilled  to  have  seen 
what  has  happened  in  Europe. 
Except  for  Britain.  The 
British  Government  with  its 
out-of-date  thinking  must 
be  pressed  to  unite  with  the 
other  11  states  to  advance 
to  that  United  Europe  that 
has  become  a  historical 
neccessity. 

"If  we  wish  to  honour  ON 
for  what  be  was,t*iat  be  did 
and  what  be  stood  for-  what 
be  bad  lived  and  worked  for 
35  yearsrall  of  os  au3t  re¬ 
nin  absolutely  true  to  his 
Irani  tjpinfl  of  9 
Chi tod  Europe" 


'’Hark!  the  sound  of  many  voices, 
Eohoeo  through  the  vale  of  ages” 


ADAM90M,Jahn: former  2nd  Btn  Dartum  L/lnfz  South  Shields  British  Uniant 
front  heart  dleeaae  accelerated  by  gas  and  wounds  in  action  Great  Hart 
at  47  he  'died  as  honourably  as  if  killed  in  action'  said  coroner . 

AITTBH, Andrew:  P/Off  RAF: early  BO  Berber:  in  flying  accident, Sussex.  BO 
RAF  Sdn/iAc  brother  LIONEL  later  killed  in  action  off  Calais  1941. 

AllZH^arit.ttary  QBE:  ex -suffragette  and  oo-founder  first  womens  polios 

fora  Great  War: Head  Womens  Auxiliary  Service  1914-40:  British  Onion: 
under  18B  house  detention  World  War  2:  Uhlan  Movement.  Denexbrr  1964 
BADCBjgyjohn  Fraeer; Hendon  Br. British  Union.  20  Dacwber  1936 

BAUJey^Jadc: Bethnal  Gm  British  Union  and  Union  Movement : father  of  PQKs 
Fred  and  Sid:  at  82.  19  1965 

BBLUL1 1  #Hra  Joeiwlfe  of  fanner  English  heavy  Wt.  Boxing  Chianti: like  Joe, 
Hr . Union ,  1 8B  Political  Prisoner  -  in  Holloway  Gaol, and  Union  Movement. 

12  PaoMber  1952 

BIBDfKr  A.J:  former  Inspector  of  Schools, Middlesex, and  Principle  Kilburn 
Polytechnicrltllburri  British  Union.  January  1939 

BOWLER,  Hr  A. It:  Ealing  British  Union  k  Union  Movement.  Dcoenber  1976 
BRAY, Bill:  D/Tr  Birmingham  Central, and  Handswurth  Br.  British  Union:  18B 
Political  Prisoner  3  Daoexber  1988 

BOfi>Prof.A.E.  MA  LLB:  Prof  .International  Law,Calcutta, Cambridge  Brit¬ 
ish  Union.  6  January  1939 

CRAWLEY, John:  British  Union  D/Idr  Hull  a  Pari .Cand. Hull  East ,Cty. Prop, 
aganda  Off  .Yorks  :18B  Political  Prisoner :  Union  Movement.  Author 
■hirts  and  Roeca  publ.1990  after  his  death.  28  DaogWjer  1988 

ODKKR^Mrs.Btl  and  UM: mother  of  UH  Walthamstow  Br. Leader  Ernest  Coker. 


tUHblH, Peter:  British  Union  speaker, Salisbury  January  1981 

P'AIZS5IO,Rnn:  First  British  D/Ldr  Plymouth,  later  Cheltenham: IBB  polit- 
al  Prisoner.  18  January  1987 

DOHW,ftB.L.A:  wife  of  John,  Brit. Union  Pari .Cand. Evesham.  January  1976 
DUTF1KLP.K.T. 'Ken* :  Raping  British  Union:  18B  Political  Prisoner. 

Deoa^er  1986 

n/H,ttdley:  Brit. Union's  elderly  receptionist  at  Westminster  NHQ:18B 

Political  Prisoner  contributing  to  his  death : husband  of  ex-suf f ragette 
Moca  Klam.BU  Parl.Cand.Northaiipton,also  18B  Pol t leal  Prisoner  in  Holl¬ 
oway  Gaol.  Deoemtaer  1948 

EVPS, Mrs  Dorothy:  widow  of  Bddy,BU  k  UM,Upmlnstex  and  Sth.Lonion. 

15  January  1991 

PITT,Blll :  British  Union  Imping  Branch  speaker .  30  January  1988 

PRANCIS-nAHKIKS/HeAl :  British  Union  pioneer  menber,  later  Dir. General: 
188  Political  Prisoner  in  Brixton  Gaol  leading  to  early  death  at  43. 

25  Dncraber  1950 

Q3CD,Anne:  British  Union  and  Union  Movement  speaker :18B  Political  Pris- 
oner.  leader's  secretary  Union  Movement.  Early  1979 

GRANT  of  Shoreditch:  Father  of  family  BU  supporters.  nwrerter  1948 
ncthnal  Crr. . Eri t . tktlcr.  snd  Union  Ar.yBmm*' :uirt * r** 
collector  far  18B  Detainees  Fund.  December  1950 

HmL,W.M:  early  member  and  part  founder  Taunton  Branch  British  Union: 

father  of  two  Blackshirt  sorts.  January  1938 

KXMAN,ft=rcy:  Southampton  BU  A  UM:  in  road  accident.  31  Paoeabcr  1977 
JEBB, Ralph  Gladwyn:  explorer, pearl  fisherman: British  Union  D/Ldr  Salls- 
bury, Prop. Off  Wilts, Dist.t  Reg. Inspector  Wessex, Par  1  .Cand. Dorset  West, 
BU  Gold  Distinction,  18B  Political  Prisoner:  At  87  in  Mar abel la, Spain. 


KITCHPI,tor»  Sabina:  Mother  of  Union  Movement  and  PQMa  Ken  of  Leamington 
Spa.  8  DbohKsi  1975 

LIMKI2nT,8idnsy:  East  Ham  British  Union:  sever  ley  wounded  East  Surrey's, 
Italy,  1943 1  brother  of  BU  E/Ham  D/Tr.  ,UM  k  PQMs  Jo*m.  December  1986 
MAR9CN,  Arthur:  Hull  British  Union:  18B  Political  Prisoner:  At  71  in 

Cologne  wtiere  he  had  lived  for  30  years.  23  Deoesber  1990 

FWPfTICg, Otari se i  E/Iondon  British  Union  and  Union  Movement: husband  of 
Rose,  1961  Union  Movement  Nat. Womens  Org:  In  Australia.  Jarary  1981 
PRICE, Catharine  Margaret  and  Charlie, holder  of  GMs  Service  Distinction, 
parents  of  British  Union's  and  Union  Movement's  Hackney  Branch  Organ¬ 
iser  and  wife  Flo,  both  18B  Political  Prisoners:  Charlie  one  of  East 
London's  ear  lies  BO  members.  January  1952  and  January  1955 

WAEfH.O:  Walthamstow  Union  Movement.  24  January  1951 

PCBERT9, John: Huntingdon: late  Ipswich  British  Union  &  UM.  Deoesber  1954 
BOOMS, Mr  R.C:  Father  of  D/L  Score,  Bournemouth  Br. Union.  13  January  1940 
gIP4AHT,Frad:  A/D/L  Sales  Harrow  British  Union.  31  Daoawber  1936 

R7THERIAND,Krs  M.A.'Ha':  Loyal  Mosley  supporter, friend  and  confidant  of 
many  British  Union  East  London  supporters  in  her  Stepeney  cafe,  and  in 
Union  Movement  before  her  retirement  to  Norfolk.  January  1975 

yPOANHCB/Slr  Alliott:Early  flying  p toneer : founder  of  AVR3:  lo6t  2  sons 
in  flying  ope  WW2:  NIC  Branch  British  Union.  At  80.  31  December  1984 

WALSH, Mrs  Glad:  Menber  Limenouse  British  Onion: Temp  C/L  194C:occasional 
contributor  to  Oonoda  in  verse.  31  Dbub4jcc  1990 

HARHURTCM,Bflaund*Msd* :  New  Party, British  Union,  Marches  ter  and  NHQ:  lost 
eye  In  'battle  of  Stockton-on-Tees'  1933: Pioneer  Corps  WW2:  brother  of 
John.  31  December  1984 

WILLIAH90N,nagh  Wo—:  Playright, biographer  and  author  incl.  Wio  is  for 
~l«<harty,1939:  1930s  contributor  to  Action  when  prominent  Labour  Party 
member:  a  good  friend  of  Mosley  Movement.  January  1978 

HOOCWAvD  L.A:  Dorset  West  British  Union.  28  January  1938 

WYW,J0hn:  TU  activist  and  Acton  British  Uhlan.  11  Deaember  1937 

WYWE,Mr»:  Wallasey  British  Union  and  Union  Movement.  Deoesber  1954 
YEATS-BRCH, Francis, DFC:  5th  Lancers , Indian  Army  k  Royal  Flying  Corps: 
author  Bengal  Upper:  NO  Branch  British  Uhlan.  10  Deoesber  1944 


need  as  Individuals  to  make 


Old  Comrades 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Kay  the  example  of  such 
m  be  a  catalyst  for  the 
youth  of  today  and  to¬ 
morrow  to  halt  the  quick¬ 
ening  slide  to  decadence, 
ml  like  Sir  Alliott, 
reach  for  the  skies  in  a 
striving  to  restore  the 
greatness  of  Britain's 
past.  A  Britain  strong 


i  Commemoration 
■Dinner 


our  opinions  heard. 

The  economy  and  immigrat- 
tion,  a  term  coupled  with 
the  growing  size  of  what  is 
now  desribed  as  'the  ethnic 
minorities 1 ,  are  two  of  the 
Important  issues  and  they 

are  linked  although  the 
political  parties  will  again 
in  unis ion  and  in  cowardess 
try  to  avoid  this  latter 
problem  which  could  be  the 
death  knell  of  the  Britain 
as  ve  ir.d  our  fathers  and 
forefathers  knew  it. 

“They  accuse  of  being 
'racist'  any  who  is  Wilts 
British  bom,  concerned  in 
the  mnHawHm  of  the 
British  way  of  life,  like 
countless  generations  be¬ 
fore  him,  who  raises  the 
Issue"  he  said .  "At  the  saae 
time  they  have  the  hypocricy 
to  bleat  about  helping  the 
Third  World,  yet  steal  fns 
those  countries  their  great¬ 
est  hope  -  their  (Mi  people 
*0  have  brains,  initiative 
and  determination. 

vfiat  a  disgrace  it  was  to 
have  an  Indian  doctor  work¬ 
ing  in  Britain  when  there 
were  so  few  doctors  in  India 
aid  so  such  suffering. 

Sex.-  can  these  pesrer 
countries  progress  when 
those  who  can  run  small  and 
large  businesses  are  perm¬ 
itted  to  enter  and  trade  in 
Britain,  leaving  behind  the 
poor  and  starving?" 

What  was  needed  was  a 
massive  programme  to  attract 
immigrants,  and  their  Brit¬ 
ish  bom  offspring  who  have 
acquired  Western  skills,  to 
return  and  build  up  their 
own  countries. 

To  create  the  conditions 
to  persuade  them  to  return 
would  require  a  great  in¬ 
dustrial  effort  to  build  and 
equip  places  for  them  to 
live,  a  demand  that  could 
move  Britain  out  of  recess¬ 
ion,  provide  work  for  our 
unemployment,  and  give  us 
the  breathing  space  to  build 
a  new  social  order  here  in 
Britain. 

Lady  Mosley 

In  a  short  speech  Lady 
Mosley  exressed  her  appreci- 
tion  to  those  who  had  come 


the  end  —  in  January  1958 
ih  his  eighty-first  year. 
One  of  the  kindest  of  aen 
and  a  great  patriot.  A 
breed  of  Engllshwn  rich 
in  the  annals  of  Britain's 
focaer  greatness,  today 
sadly  lacking. 


again  from  the  wealth  of 
endeavour  and  genius  of 
its ;  forefathers  that 
history  suggests  were 
bam  to  lead,  its  new 
generations  joined  in 
British  mien,  leading  the 
European  peoples  in 
Mosley's  curiept  of  the 
ever  striving  to  higher 
fom  of  hna  existence. 


4-*—  FATHER  OF 
BRITISH  FLYING 


Published  by  John  Christian 
for  Friends  of  O.M. 
lZ.Mulberry  Close. London, [4  88S 
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‘The  Spirit  Lives..  .The  Rest  Will  Follow’ 

displayed  high  qualities  of  leadership  and  outstanding  knemess* 

D.F.C.  Citation:  London  Ga*atta  X  March  1943 


...his  skill  and  enthusiasm  have  been  an  exanple  to  others l 

D.S.O.  Citation:  London  Ganatta  I  July  1 


*  He  Mas  a  gay,  cheerful 
character.  He  mob  also  a 
leader  of  Ben’ 

Group  Capt. 'Johnnlt'  Johneon 
DSO  DFC  in  'Wing  Leader' 

RAF  HERO 
AMOSIEV I  II 
BLACKSHIRT  ® 

A  TER  nuu  50  TERRS,  it  can  now  be  told, re¬ 
sulting  free  comrade  research, that  another  of 
Mosley's  Blackshirts,  20  year  old  GEOFTTgY 
KARNES,  tho  becweei  a  successful  fisher  pilot  and 
RAP  personality,  paid  the  sgxee  sacrifice  in  the 
ear  strict)  Mosley's  sen  had  fought  to  prevent,  his 
death  with  another  pilot  having  been  described  as 


3r> 


blooded  sacrifice. 'V 

Squadron  leader  'Cats 
Eyes'  Names,  as  he  was 
know  -  he  was  the  first 
RAP  fighter  pilot  to  wear 
contact  lenses  -  had  been 
an  active  Leeds  Blackshirt 
and  the  BOP's  Vtest  Riding 
Transport  Officer.  He  be¬ 
came  a  non-active  member 
when  his  eoployment  pre¬ 
cluded  such  activity. 

But  inactivity  was  alien 
to  the  six-foot-two  Geoff 
Names.  He  became  lack- 
forward  at  Rugby  for  Head- 
lngley;  joined  the  York¬ 
shire  Air  Association  and 
flew  with  the  Civic  Air 
Guard.  In  1938  he  became 
a  representative  for  Gil¬ 
christs  the  Leeds  process 
engravers  and  is  still 
well  remenbered. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war 
he  was  rejected  by  the  RAF 
far  flying  duties  because 
of  poor  eyesight  but 


accepted  as  an  instructor 
and  went  to  Prance  with 
the  Advanced  Air  Striking 
Force. 

On  his  first  leave  he 
went  to  London  and  at  his 


own  expense  -  £50, a  good 
sum  at  the  time  —  was 
fitted  with  contact 
lenses.  The  RAF  then 
accepted  him  for  flying 
duties,  and  after  further 
training  was  commissioned 
and  joined  263  Squadron  as 
a  pilot  officer.  Shortly 
after  he  was  publicised  in 
press  and  newsreels  as  the 
first  fighter  pilot  to 
wear  contact  lenses. 

A  ■etcralc  rise  in  the 
RAP  followed,  becoming 

over  a  year  winning  both 
DSO  and  CPC. 

After  a  6 -month  rest 
from  flying  duties, Squad¬ 
ron  Leader  Karnes  returned 
to  resume  command  of  his 
squadron  -  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Argentine 
Bellows  Club  -  and  super¬ 
vised  its  re-equipment 
with  the  Typhoon  fighter- 
barber  with  which  they 
were  to  specialise  in 
shooting  up  ammunition  and 
troop  trains  in  occupied 
territory. 

Names  was  soon  in  act- 
tion  and  in  successive 
days  was  reported  shooting 
down  a  Domier ,  flying  at 
several  hundred  miles  an 
hour  between  trees  in  a 
French  wood,  and  an  ME109 


PAWNSHOP  POLITICS 

AFTER  a  British  Qaml  Election,  we  ou^t  to  have 
/\jmBthlng  bo  say  an  it-  Me  haw.  Me  shall  give  it 
the  space  its  degeneration  into  soap  opera  deserves. 
< Your  General  Elections  are  cyrite  i^osaible...Piey 
are  auctions  of  promises  to  sijend  mangy  tn  the  fut¬ 
ure  Ndilch  neither  party  ows  in  the  present.  The 
result  is  simple  inf lation. ♦ . . > 

We  are  little  in  accord  with  the  views  of  Chinese  dic¬ 
tator  Deng  Xiaoping  but  feel  he  has  a  point  with  this 
1985  remark  to  Sir  OHuffiey  Howe, as  ere  the  Tory  cheer¬ 
ing  dies,  the  Bank  of  England  presses  will  be  churning 
out  Government  Stock  certificates,  as  one  commentator 
put  it, ‘wallpapering  the  markets... the  years  of  deficit 
stretch  into  the  distance...' 

Good  news  for  the  City  of  London  -  bat  not  the  mss  of 
the  Britid)  people  tto  In  one  war  or  another  will  pay. 


©British  Union® 

ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


090  WC:  l«VR: 


Sgh:  Leeds  Brunch 

British  Union  and 
foner  British  Onion 
west  Riding  Transport 
Officer rage  28:  first 
RAF  pilot  with  contact 
lenses: wining  on  op¬ 
erations  off  Qanmiy 
an  22  Mrary  1944: 
taetan)  on  Bssiy- 
■ede  Air  tooe  Honor- 
ML. 

aaWHi,Q>I.AJUJ;a«i  Btn 
Black  MatxbrOocset  Bri¬ 
tish  Union:  age  23: 
killed  in  action  Burma 
5  April  1944 : nemeatoered 
on  Rangoon  Memorial. 

HUCXER,QirjC.Gi  90  Plaid 
Hogt  RA  after  188  British 
Political  Prisoner  1940- 
42:  Baetmr  Hr.  British 

(talon  i  dlsd  an  P-O.W. 
long  march  (  March  1945: 
Bantered  an  Cssslno 
Hesorlal,  Italy. 

nST.Lt.mlUp:  5th  Btn 
Queen's  Oai  Cameron 
Highlanders:  Leytra  atone 
British  (talon:  age  24: 
killed  In  action  Tunisia 
24  April  1943.  Lies  in 
Medjez-el-Bab  war  Cem¬ 
etery, Tunisia  . 

FOQS.Pta-taaas:  1st  Btn 


HritAMi  (talon i  killed  In 
action,  d  eve,  Germany 
11  rttsuary  1945:  Buried 
ItaichMld  Format  War 
Cemetery:  Age  24. 

JLF.itth  Btn 


brother  or 
lady  Mosley: 
killed  lnac- 


Navy : 

British  (talon:  age  21: 
killed  In  action  (96 
Hardy,  Narvik,  April  10 

Plyocarth  Naval  MLsrrial 
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Blackshirts: 


Kingston 

on 

Thames 


BY  GORDON  BECKWELL 

KINCSTOM-OPON-'niMeS, 
itere  Est  of  the 
Sajoan  Kings,  from 
Edward  the  Elder  to 
Ethelred  were  crowned: 
where  the  first  armed 
force  of  the  parliament¬ 
ary  army  assailed  and 
the  last  atlayt  in  fav¬ 
our  of  diaries  1  mode  - 
here  in  1932 rdevel  oping 
into  a  bustling  Htiourhan 
oaiUe  in  south-west 
London  -  one  of  the 
earliest  branches  of 
British  Union  was  bom, 
its  activity  only  ending 
in  1940  %tm n  its  offic¬ 
ers  were  detained  under 
Regulation  188. 

The  Branch,  which  also 
covered  Surbiton,  Tol- 
worth  and  New  Malden, had 
125  active  members  at  its 


MOST  STUDIES  of  British  Onion  concentrate 
on  national  activities,  Mosley  seetings 
and  njor  events  in  the  Hoveaent's  history. 
Apart  from  Yorkshire,  Blnrin  ham,  Ilford, 
and  East  London,  Little  has  been  written  about 
branch  history. Yet  the  real  strength  of  Brit¬ 
ish  Onion  lay  in  its  350  active  branches. 
Rardly  a  tow  in  Britain  was  without  one  and 
their  story  can  often  be  focmd  by  those  will¬ 
ing  to  delve  into  libraries,  local  archives, 
and  questions  to  local  resldoits 


lived  in  Staines.  By  1936 
the  District  Officer  was 
A.EJfason  whose  wedding  in 
Blackshirt  uniform  was 
attended  by  many  local 
uniformed  Blackshirts.  He 
Is  believed  to  have  been 
killed  in  action  at  Dun¬ 
kirk  but  his  death  has  not 
yet  been  traced  by  Comrade 
researchers. 

Mason  was  fol  lowed  as  Dis¬ 
trict  Leader  by  Join 
Nieto  11a  and  finally  by 
John  Derby.  Although  only 
D/L  for  a  short  time,  'Old 
Nick’,  as  Nickol  Is  was 
known,  was  the  driving 
force  in  the  branch  right 
up  until  his  detention  in 
1940.  At  various  times  he 
was  also  District  Treasurer 
and  Assistant  D/L  (Sales) . 
To  qualify  for  full  uniform 
he  had  to  sell  his  quota  of 
•Actions'  which  he  did  from 
his  favourite  sales  pitch 
outside  WOolworths  In 


remember  him  selling  tick¬ 
ets  far  Mosley's  big  1938 
Surbiton  meeting  and  him 
being  taken  away  by  the 
police  in  the  1940  deten¬ 
tion  witch-hunt  although 
this  apparently  did  not 
lead  to  the  18B  concen¬ 
tration  camps.  his  next 
appearance  was  in  army 
uniform  at  a  Darby  family 
funeral,  standing  by  the 
side  of  his  brother  Prank. 
John  had  been  granted  com¬ 
passionate  leave  and  Prank 
Parity, who  had  been  British 
Union  District  Leader  for 
Hull  East  branch, had  been 
graciously  granted  'leave' 
by  the  Home  Secretary  from 
his  18B  detention,  to  att¬ 
end  the  last  rites  of  his 
wife,  child,  father,  aunt 
uncle  -  in  handcuff m. 

When  Prank  was  detained 
he  had  not  long  been  marr¬ 
ied  and  his  wife  Olga, also 
a  British  Union  member, was 


Ctftpitofl  ILckshtrti  In  U« 
IrHIih  Union  nnrch  to  tkn 
Writ  End  oftcr  ttw  police  ben 
on  the  Celt  London  rnrch  on 
October  4  KM 


his  family,  came  to  live 
in  Kingston  with  his  broth¬ 
ers  widow  on  release  from 
his  British  concentration 
camp.  Later  they  married 
and  moved  to  Derby  and  as 
a  close  comrade,  the  late 
John  Chamley  said  In  his 
memoirs:  "Bm  was  new  the 

tame  again . ha  loot  all 

intaraat  in  politico,  and 
oho  could  biota  him? 

The  first  known  Womens 
Officer  was  IWs Jtartin  who 
was  superceded  in  Decenber 
1933  by  Kiss  Pail  loner.  By 
1937  the  Womens  District 
Leader  (also  the  Womens 
Canvas  Organiser  for  the 
1st  London  Area)  was  Kiss 


peak  in  the  late  1930s 
according  to  activist  the 
late  Flo  El liott . Working 
on  Professor  Robert 
Skidel sky's  estimate  of 
three  non-active  members 
for  every  Division  1  and 
11  [active)  member,  we 
can  conclude  there  were 
some  4-500  card  carrying 


Kingston  Market  and  years 
later  it  was  his  proud 
boast  that  despite  the 
thousands  of  papers  sold 
there  over  the  years,  he 
was  only  attacked  once. His 
father,  a  Non-Conformist 
Minister,  preached  against 
the  war  from  the  pulpit  at 
the  outbreak  of 
hostilities. 


expecting  their  first 
child.  After  the  birth  of 
the  baby,  Mr. Darby  senior 
arranged  for  the  whole 
family  to  spend  some  time 
with  his  brother  in  Belfast 
and  they  were  all  killed 
in  an  air  raid. 

Shortly  after  Kingston's 
last  District  Leader  was 
killed  in  the  war  he  had 


Blanche  Greaves  who  came 
from  a  Blackshirt  family 
in  North  Kingston.  She  was 
also  Bass  Crurmner  in  Brit¬ 
ish  Union  Womens  Drum 
Corps,  and  on. May  25  1940, 
during  the  first  mass 
arrests  of  British  Union 
ambers, she  married  fellow 
Kingston  Berber  Robert  Kam 
at  Norbiton,  the  aimounce- 


sought  to  prevent*  and  the 
last  District  Loader  of 
Hull  East,  bereft  of  all 


John  Darby  was  the  sun  Of 
a  senior  police  officer  in 
Hul 1 .  Former  neighbours 


Kingston  liict- 
thlrts  join  -a 
poster  parade  for 
Peace  In  London's 
West  End  during 
the  Abyssinia 
crisis  In  1935 


members  in  the  district. 

The  first  known  Qffioer- 
ln-Charge  was  Kr.TUrbrlAje 
who  held  the  rank  of  Sec¬ 
tion  Leader  in  April  1934. 
By  the  end  of  the  year  the 
branch  had  moved  from  its 
original  basement  premises 
into  an  inposing  4-storey 
District  Headquarters  at  16 
Surbiton  Road  and  had  Its 
own  Defence  Force  with  at 
least  30  members,  its  role 
to  protect  local  speakers 
from  organised  Red  disrup¬ 
tion  and  violence  at  meet¬ 
ings.  In  1936  the  DHQ  moved 
to  3B  Crown  Passage  close 
to  the  busy  aarket  centre, 
and  finally  in  1940  relo¬ 
cated  to  66  London  Road. 

Kingston  District  was 
part  of  the  1st  London  Area 
of  British  Union  under 
District  Inspector  T.C.H. 
Blay,  a  garage-owner  Oxo 


ment  of  the  occasion  in  the 
penultimate  'Action'  con¬ 
cluding  with  "Bail  Homlayf". 
Flo  Q reaves,  mother  of 
Blanche  was  well-kncwn 
locally  as  a  member,  an 
association  she  aelntained 
in  Union  Movement  after 
the  war. 

The  branch  activities 
centred  around  regular 
Saturday  evening  meetings 
by  the  War  Memorial  near 
Kingston  Market  v4iich  be¬ 
fore  the  war  remained  open , 
in  common  with  other  London 
street  markets,  until  late 
in  the  evening. 

Visiting  speakers  includ¬ 
ed  NHO's  Clfrnt  Bruning 
and  'Kick'  CLarte.the  Dis¬ 
trict  Officer  for  Bethnal 
Green  North  East,  later  to 
become  known  in  East  London 
as  'the  idol  of  Bethnal 
Green' . 
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o  Jm  Suburban 
^^Blackshirts: 

One  of  the  latter's  meet¬ 
ings  in  September  1935  was 
violently  attacked  by  local 
Reds  but  they  were  firmly 
resisted  by  Kingston  Black¬ 
shirts,  earning  them  the 
respect  of  the  local  stall¬ 
holders.  'Mick'  was  always 
well  received  in  Kingston 
afterwards.  A  month  later 
Bruning  gained  a  surprising 
degree  of  sympathy  for  his 
views  when  at  their  invit¬ 
ation  he  debated  with  local 
Liberals. 

Clement  Bruning,  one  of 
five  Blackshirt  brothers, 
was  to  die  in  1942  in  a 
German  concentration  camp 
and  though  he  was  a  civil¬ 
ian,  now  lies  in  a  Comon- 
War  Graves  Cemetery  in 
Poland.  Particularly  poig¬ 
nant  was  that  as  Clement 
lived  out  the  last  year  of 
his  life  in  a  German  con¬ 
centration  camp, his  brother 
Guy  was  incarcerated  with¬ 
out  charge  or  trial  in  a 
British  concentration  camp, 
falsely  labelled  a  potent¬ 
ial  traitor  by  the  politi- 
establ ishment . 

The  Bruning  affair  is  one 
of  the  unsolved  mysteries 
concerning  a  tuber  of 
Blackshirts  Un  died  or 
were  missing  in  the  war. 
There  is  no  Registration 
erf  Ms  itwiHi  in  any  British 
Government  records.  Just 
his  name  on  a  grave  in  a 
Polish  oemetary. 

Another  popular  meeting 
place  in  Kingston  was  the 
comer  of  Canbury  Park  Road 
and  Richmond  Road  where 
Blay,  Nickolls  and  Bruce 
Tonkins  spoke  regularly. 
The  branch  targeted  Canbury 
Ward  —  Kingston's  main 
working  class  area  centred 
around  the  Hawker  Aircraft 
Works  -  for  special  atten¬ 
tion  and  had  intended  to 
contest  local  elections 
there.  Well  attended  meet¬ 
ings  were  held  at  the  fac¬ 
tory  gates  during  lunch 
break  and  two  over-zealous 
members  were  arrested  for 
advertising  them  in  paint 
late  one  night  on  the  fac¬ 
tory  wall. 

In  February  1937  the 
•branch  held  a  party  in  the 
Ward  at  St. Paul's  Church 
for  over  100  children  and 
a  year  later  a  successful 
annual  dinner  at  St. Luke's 
Social  Oentre  behind  the 
Hawker  Works.  That  so  many 
children  were  sent  by  their 
parents  to  the  Blackshirt's 
party  shows  the  growing 
support  they  had  in  a  ward 
where  unemployment  was  high 
and  housing  conditions 
mostly  sub-standard.  Other 
social  occasions  were  the 
branch's  two-shi  1 1  ings-and 


-sixpence  dances  at  Clare¬ 
mont  Hall,  Surbiton,  which 
were  always  a  sell-out. 

Major  events  included  a 
meeting  at  Coronation  Baths 
Hall  in  the  auturm  of  1936 
and  at  Surbiton  Assembly 
Rooms  in  October  1938. 
William  Joyce, then  BU  Dir¬ 
ector  of  Propang anda  add¬ 
ressed  the  former  during 
the  course  of  which  women 
interrupters  were  ably 
ejected  by  local  Blackshirt 
women  stewards.  Six  months 
later  Joyce  was  expelled 
from  the  Movement.  Oswald 
Mosley,  the  Leader  spoke 
at  the  latter  and  was  fav¬ 
ourably  reported  by  the 
local  press.  The  Hall  was 
packed  to  capacity,  many 
waiting  outside  unable  to 
enter  but  determined  to 
show  their  support  for  O.M. 
when  he  left,  far  outnumb- 


funds,  a  venue  that  was 


of  Kingston  Blackshirts 


assembled  in  the  Apple  Mar¬ 


ket  outside  the  DHQ  for 


inspection  before  entrain 


ing  for  the  Movement's  4th 


Birthday  torch  in  East  Ion 


don, to  become  known  as  the 


Battle  of  Cable  Street.  On 


their  return,  with  members 


of  Richmond  and  Spelthome 


branches,  they  held  an  im¬ 


pressive  march  through  the 


town  led  by  District  Ins¬ 


pector  Blay  to  protest  at 


the  banned  Birthday  March 


In  toy  1937, though  no  Ion 


ger  permitted  under  the  law 


to  wear  the  Blackshirt,  an 


even  larger  march  was  held 


through  the  town, this  time 


accompanied  by  the  London 


Corps  of  Drums. 


A  large  house  in  Ewell 


Road, lb  1 worth  was  used  for 


garden  parties  to  raise 


•Old  Nick'  -  John  Nickolls  In 
Peverll  Concentration  Coop, 
Peel,  Isle  of  Hen  In  1941 
(left)  with  Bob  Row.lincister 
the  present  Editor  of  'Action* 
and  Dan  Tierney,  Norwood 


ering  the  Red  protesters. 

labour  Party ' s  Neville 
laski  wa s  severely  heckled 
by  local  BU  supporters  at 
Kingston  Guildhall  in  1939 
when  calling  for  more  money 
for  foreign  refugees.  As 
Bruce  Tomkins  explained  in 
local  paper,  this  was  be¬ 
cause  the  Council  had 


known  to  locals  as  'The 
Fascist  Mile'. 

When  not  involved  in 
political  activity  its  mem¬ 
bers  were  often  found  in  a 
cafe  opposite  the  Coro¬ 
nation  Stone.  The  Branch 
also  regularly  donated 
blood  to  the  Transfusion 
Service.  Boxing  matches 


also  used  for  a  successful 
meeting  held  by  ex-suffra¬ 
gette  Hoxxded  Barrington, 
the  BU  Parliamentary  Cand¬ 
idate  for  Fulham  West. 

Sub-branches  of  Kingston 
were  opened  at  Teddington 
(August  1934)  where  Hunter 
spoke  regularly,  Hampton 
(1937)  and  Thames  Ditton 


banned  British  Union  from  were  also  held  with  other  the  same  year.  These  were 


putting  the  British  case  in  branches  who  had  members  the  only  directions  left 
the  same  Hall  and  had  also  proficient  in  the  noble  open  for  expansion  as 


banned  its  paper  'Action'  art. 

from  local  libraries.  In  January  1935  they  met 

Another  important  act-  a  team  from  NHQ  at  'Black 

ivity  was  house-to-house  House',  Chelsea,  in  the 

canvassing  and  over  half  of  presence  of  The  Leader,  no 

Kingston  households  had  mean  boxer  himself.  In  Ms 

been  delivered  literature  early  schooldays  at  Winch- 

before  war  came.  In  1938,  ester  is  became  clear  he 

Mosley's  new  book  Tomorrow  had  inherited  Ms  grand- 

Va  Live  was  sent  free  to  father  Sir  Oswald  Mosley's 

all  prominent  residents.  boxing  skill  -  he  had  been 

The  Movement's  papers  runner-up  for  the  British 

were  sold  sold  at  regular  middle-weight  title.  The 

pitches  outside  Woolworths  young  Mosley  was  refused 

and  Surbiton  Station  and  permission  by  Ms  headmast- 

Flo  Elliott  also  held  a  er  to  enter  the  Public 

pitch  every  Friday  outside  Schools  Championships . 

the.  Qipire  Theatre  oppo-  *  The  Kingston  team  of 
site  Kingston  Bus  Station.  Randall, Iaurenoe.Bruqptan, 

A  line  of  paper  sellers.  Green  and  nLcfcenxn  lost 

known  as  a  'Sales  Drive'  to  4-1  but  the  latter  won  a 

its  members, spaced  at  reg-  free  flight  over  London  for 

ular  intervals  from  one  being, although  a  loser, one 

side  of  Kingston,  through  of  the  best  fighters  of  the 

the  entre  to  the  River  evening . 


Thames  was  periodically  On  the  afternnon  of 

set  up  and  the  route  became  October  4  1936,a  contingent 


Kingston  Branch  Dinner  at  the  Kingston  Hotel  In  March  1939: 
R  to  L  seated  top  table:  Hr.NIcholls  Snr;  John  Nickolls,  Asst  0/ 
Idr;  unknown;  Blanche  Greaves,  N/O/ldr;  a  Special  Branch  agent; 
unknown;  Bill  RIsdon.NHQ  Staff;  John  Oanby.  District  Leader. 

The  presence  of  an  S8  agent  says  something  of  the  Importance 
attached  to  Kingston  Branch 


adjacent  Richmond,  Twick¬ 
enham,  Sutton,  Epsom,  and 
Wimbledon  already  had  est¬ 
ablished  branches. 

Kingston  British  UMon 
continued  to  campaign  vig¬ 
orously  for  'An  honourable 
peace  with  Britain  and  Bm- 
pire  intact*  right  up  until 
the  Government  banned  the 
Movement  in  June  1940. 
Meetings  were  still  being 
held  at  the  war  Manorial ,  the 
lat  by  Brace  TOmkins,  an 
engineer,  who  spoke  to  a 
large  sympathetic  crowd 
with  good  sales  of  'Action' 
and  many  new  members  still 
joining. 


‘We  always  come 
back" 


After  the  war  a  branch 
of  Ikiion  Movement  was 
quickly  formed  in  Kingston 
in  1948  with  Road  Charles 
(a  former  Limehcuse  BU 
official)  as  Branch  organ¬ 
iser.  Brace  TOnkins  (and 
his  sister) ,  Flo  Qcaavea 
and  Nickolls  are  knewn  to 
have  rejoined  at  this  time. 
Ex-Navy  boxing  champion 
Tf  f  Moran  spoke  in  King¬ 
ston  Market  and  O.M.  vis¬ 
ited  the  district  to  speak 
at  the  Branch  Leader's  tea 
rooms  in  nearby  Walton-on- 
Thames. 

Evidence  of  continued 
activity  are  to  be  found  in 
painted  slogans  and  the 
sun-flash  visible  until 
recently  opposite  the  site 


COMRADE 


|  was  raised  In 
Nurttgra  Ontario 
I  oountiy.An  easy  « 


ry  to  make  a  bare  living, 
a  difficult  one  to  aaloe  a 
good  one. 

My  iMiTuts  sowed  to  a 
Tbruuto  working-class 
■tab  In  1927  just  before 
the  stock  ortfl  crash 
that  resulted  In  the  daqp 


only  maylqsUty  aatha 
found  a  poorly  paid  jab 
making  clothes.  Bwhuw! 
there  was  no  work  for 
those  without  qualifi¬ 
cations,  I  tent  to  High 
School,  taking  Junior  and 
Sailor  ■  Matriculations 
followed  by  a  Special 
OTPrrlil  Course. 

The  despression  brought 
not  only  poverty  but  a  de¬ 
gree  of  political  aware¬ 
ness.  Youth  movements  be¬ 
came  political  and  Europe's 
new  movements  were  sub  jects 
of  discussion.  The  Oontan- 
lsts  had  an  existence  that 
was  more  theoretical  than 
real  in  Canada,  but  had 
suddenly. began  to  Increase 
and  lead  demonstrations. 
Reports  from  Soviet  Russia 
suggested  that  Communism 
was  not  the  answer.  Capit¬ 
alism  and  COmunlsm  were 
both  found  wanting.  Social 
Democracy  seemed  to  provide 
part  of  the  answer  but  it 
was  intentionally  a  slow 
process. 

I  was  interested  in  solv¬ 
ing  the  social -economic- 
political  problems  that 
undermined  Canadian  prosp¬ 
erity  and  my  reading  in¬ 
cluded  a  series  of  articles 
by  tassolini  in  The  Family 
Herald,  a  weekly  farming 
paper  and  was  much  im¬ 
pressed.  Fascism  was  solv¬ 
ing  many  of  Italy's  prob¬ 
lems  while  preserving  re- 
ligeon  and  the  family. 

Mien  a  genuine  Fascist 
■xwement  led  by  Sir  fl—  lrl 
Moaley  in  Britain  received 


HAIL-AND 

FAREWELL 

CHUCK’ 


NS, 


E  PAST  -  across  60  years  an) 

6000  miles  —  a  letter  bearing  a 


4 GREETINGS  I 

I  have  received  a  photocopy  of  the  outer  pages  of 
COMRADE  28  so  thrsx^it  I  would  contact  you. 

I  was  leader  of  the  CANADIAN  union  Uriah  was  aff¬ 
iliated  to  the  BOP.  I  am  now  76  and  crippled  with 
arthritis  but  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  my  memory 


CHARLES  1 HRANTH. '  CRATE  bo  Prlerrfs  of  O.M. 


acme  publicity  I  was  again 
impressed.  An  article  by 
Sir  Oswald  in  (of  all 
things)  the  Christian  Sci¬ 
ence  Monitor  led  me  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  British 

wrote  for  information.  I 
received  policy  lltrratime 
and  I  joined  the  Movement 
by  return  nil, with  two  of 
my  dasaotaa. 

Shortly  after  the  BUF  ad¬ 
vised  that  a  group  had  been 
formed  in  Winnipeg  and  was 
affiliated  to  the  BUF.  1 
contacted  them  -  the  Carad- 
ian  Fascist  forty  and 
heard  from  their  'caretaker 
leader'  Howard  SbridLn.  He 
was  in  ill  health  and  un¬ 
able  to  carry  on. Mould  our 
group  in  Ontario  take  over? 
If  so, and  I  could  activate 
the  membership  he  would 
recognise  me  as  the  leader. 

At  the  ripe  age  of  17  I 
was  sceptical  of  my  ability 
to  lead  and  I  was  ill- 
prepared.  I  had  however 
formed  a  group  in  my  high 
school  and  had  a  number  of 
of  out-of-town  correspond¬ 
ents  in  Ouebec, Ontario  and 
the  west.  I  had  developed 
into  a  goodiah  orator  and 
I  therefore  accepted  the 
leadership. 

I  and  other  Canadian  Un¬ 
ion  members  took  part  in 
Canadian  Youth  Congress  in 
Ottawa  and  when  I  spoke  in 
a  mixture  of  High  School 


and  bush  French  picked  up 
as  a  child  I  received  tre¬ 
mendous  applause  from  the 
French -Canadian  delegates 
who  formed  about  one-third 
of  the  Congress. Because  of 
their  seperatist  leaning 
they  wxild  not  however 
(with  a  few  exceptions) 
join  but  the  speech  made 
headlines  In  the  principle 
paper  and  was  prominently 
featured  in  the  bulk  news¬ 
papers  from  ooast-to-coast 
resulting  in  an  increase  of 
membership  -  and  promptly 
fired  from  a  very  poorly 
paid  job  I  tod  obtained. 

For  political  purposes  I 
tod  adopted  the  name  of  my 
maternal  grandfather  - 
Charles  Brandel  -  who  tod 
been  a  founder  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Canadian  Labour 
forty  so  in  my  own  name  I 
sat  an  exam  and  Obtained  a 
minor  but  relatively  well- 
paid  civil  service  post  and 
was  able  to  devote  half  my 
income  to  the  party.  I  was 
able  then,  with  help,  to 
launch  THE  THUmagCET. 
a  monthly  which  I  was  able 
to  keep  going  until  the 
war.  It  was  at  first  mime¬ 
ographed  but  I  then  found 
a  printer  who  printed  it  at 
aost  in  return  for  my  edit¬ 
ing  of  an  English  page  of 
a  foreign- language  paper 
he  printed. 

Me  kept  in  touch  with 
British  Union  and  distri- 


A  short  digest  of  recent  letters  Cram  CHUCK  CRATE 
had  been  written,  to  welcome  trim  to  F.O.M. 
Just  prior  to  going  to  press,  we  learned  of  his 
sudden  and  unexpected  death,  so  we  have  extended 
cur  story  in  our  respect  of  a  mm  of  unswerving 
oonxittsesit  to  his  beliefs,  of  great  courage,  arr) 
°ne,  although  very  few  of  us  in  Britain  knew  him, 
can  we  feel ,  be  honoured  with  our  last  salute  of 
"Farewell  Old  Oande" 
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buted  and  9old  subs  for 
Action  and  Blackshirt.  I 
corresponded  with  Raven 
Thomson  and  Bill  RLadm  and 

tod  one  letter  with  some 
complimentary  remarks  from 
O.M. 

When  war  came  I  dissolved 
the  Canadian  Union  and  ad¬ 
vised  members  to  obey  the 
law  but  work  for  a  negoti¬ 
ated  peace.  Several  of  our 
members  were  nevertheless 
interned  as  was  our  print¬ 
er. 

My  telephone  was  tapped 
and  attempts  were  made  to 
detain  me.  I  tod  however 
let  it  be  know)  in  certain 
quarters  that  I  tod  gained 
same  data  on  a  scandal  in¬ 
volving  a  provincial  prem¬ 
ier,  as  well  as  another 
leading  politician,  and 
this  tod  been  lodged  with 
reliable  people  who  would 
mail  it  to  the  media  if  I 
was  interned. 

I  was  however  fired  from 
my  civil  service  job  which 
as  I  tod  a  perfect  record 
would  normaly  would  have 
have  been  impossible  but  a 
federal  Order  in  Council 
did  the  trick.  I  contested 
its  legality  for  a  time  but 
finally  settled  for  refer¬ 
ence  implying  I  tod  re¬ 
signed. 

So  I  moved  west  along  the 
Alaska  Highway, taking  jobs 
in  construction  and  mining 
and  an  the  way  stopped  off 
in  Alberta  to  ask  the  Soc¬ 
ial  Credit  government  to 
assist  In  freeing  a  member 
who  tod  been  interned  on  a 
trumped-up  charge.  I  met 
three  of  the  Cabinet  and 
other  officials  who  prom¬ 
ised  help.  Two  weeks  later 
later  I  was  arrested  on  a 
serious  'treason'  charge 
having  been  framed  by  the 
Social  Credit  people  who 
testified  I'd  said  things 
I  tod  not  said.  I  was 
granted  bail  after  spending 
nearly  a  month  in  jail  and 
returned  for  the  Spring 
Assizes. 

I  was  fortunate  In  gett¬ 
ing  an  honest  judge  who  re¬ 
fused  to  hear  the  case  and 
directed  the  indictment  be 
not  filed.  He  said  he  tod 
read  the  evidence  and  even 
if  1  had  said  and  done  what 
they  claimed  I  tod  not  bro¬ 
ken  any  law, and  he  further 
instructed  the  police  to 
leave  me  alone  in  future. 

I  tod  not  been  con- 
conscripted  because  of  a 
a  minor  hernia  incurred  in 
a  mine  accident  but  was 
offered  the  operation  if 
I'd  join  the  army. I  tod  it 
but  the  army  then  didn't 
call  me.  So  I  joined  the 
Navy  and  although  offered 
officer  training  I  enlisted 
as  a  postal  rating.  After 
brief  training  I  arrived 
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AND  SO  LONG  ERIC 


old 


ERIC  WHITTLETON  Has 


on. 


aged  to  join  the  any  from 
which  he  was  soon,  in  fail¬ 
ing  health,  released.  In  Jkne 
1943,  at  24,  he  died  from 
■elaiodc  carictaa,  just 


three  years  after  they 


put  his  away  without  charge 
or  trial,  from 


where  it  Is 
believed  originated  his 
fatal  disease.  fBd] 


accent  on  our  conditions. 
What  happened  to  them  in 
the  end  I  have  no  idea. 

Three  of  the  artists,  am- 
mong  others,  were  'Etex' 


Michael  Ndean,  and  Don 
Chapters  and  I  got  them  to 
each  do  a  cartoon  which  I 
got  autographed  by,  I  think, 
all  those  then  in  gaol. 

Every  signature  still 
still  tarings  bade  a  nxy 
to  ae  and  I  know  our  spir¬ 
its  were  Maintained  by  the 
sharing  of  a  great  ideal. 

#  'Hex'  was  D/Treasurer  of 
Derby;  "Mac*  of  WUlsal  1  ,an 
ex-policenan,is  reputed  to 
have  beocae  a  ballet  dancer 
after  the  war  which  shows 
the  versatility  of  Mosley's 
men!;  Don  Chapters  was  in 
the  tendon  Oran  Oorps  and 
is  our  'Old  Ooocades' 


MCN  a  large  party  of  18B 
prisoners  arrived  at 
Stafford  Gaol  in  July 
1940,  and  lodged  in  the 
part  called  The  Crescent 
-  renovated  in  1865  and 
insed  since  1918  -  con¬ 
ditions  were  intolerable 
at.11  acne  realisation 
filtered  llanujh  that  we 
ware  not  to  be  trifled 
with. 

To  maintain  some  sanity, 
several  of  our  BO  comrades 
got  out  several  issues  of  a 
hand-bound  'comic' , made  up 
af  painted  cartoons  with  an 
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mst  there's  a  will 
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--RAF  HERO 


cold  sea,  the  eight  circ¬ 
ling  Typhoons, and  Harrow- 
bear  ninety  miles  away. 

Tuff  switched  on  his 
radio  and  said: 

"I  think  th o  C.O’a  hurt 
and  acai't  got  to  kio  ding¬ 
hy.  I’m  going  to  balo  out 
and  hmtp  hint" 

Someone  said:  "Don’t  bo 
a  bloody  fool."  Back  in 
the  ops.  room  the  con¬ 
troller  overheard  some  of 
the  pilots'  conversations 
and  alerted  the  rescue 
organisation . 

Tuff  baled  out.The  vis¬ 
ibility  suddenly  worsened 
and  althcu^i  the  Typhoons 
circled  for  another  thirty 
minutes,  neither  pilot 
was  ever  seen  again.' 

Eighteen  maters  of 
Leeds  British  Chion, 
falsely  labelled  poten¬ 
tial  traitors  by  lying 
politicians,  suffered 
the  infamy  of  detention 
without  trial  in  the 
last  war -Squadron  Lead¬ 
er  Geoffrey  Names  was 
the  sewntfa  of  Leeds 
members  —  <nrlnrH»g  one 
previously  detained  - 
known  to  have  been 
killed  in  that  war. 

Names  would 


100  miles  inside  France 
near  Chartres. 

Soon  after, from  Harrow- 
bear,  Devon,  he  was  again 
leading  his  nine  Typhoons 
in  a  fighter  sweep  over 
Franoe.lt  was  a  cold  Feb¬ 
ruary  day,  cloud  merging 
with  a  sea  so  choppy  that 
a  pilot's  dinghy  would  not 
long  survive,  and  so  oold 
that  a  pilot's  survival 
was  less  than  an  hour. Bad 
cloud  conditions  over  the 
French  coast  decided 
Names  to  scrub  the  oper¬ 
ation  but  they  would  re¬ 
turn  low  over  the  sea  to 
look  for  enemy  shipping. I 
borrow  from  the  story  told 
by  top  World  War  2  Allied 
fighter  pilot  'Johnnie' 
.tiwwMi  for  the  detail 
of  the  actions  that  were 
lead  to  the  deaths  of  a 
young  Australian  pilot, and 
ex-Blackshirt  Geoffrey 
Names. 

Same  ten  miles  west  of 
Guernsey  they  vere  'flying 
only  a  few  feet  above  the 

sea _ when  the  engine  of 

the  leading  Typhoon  cut 
and  Wames  said: 

"I’m  going  to  ditch. " 

The  eight  pilots 
circled  over  their  leader. 
One  pilot  climbed  ip  a  few 
hundred  feet  and  gave  a 
long  Mayday  transmission. 


...Flying  Officer  Tuff... 

flew  low  over  the  ditched 
Typhoon  and  saw  his  squad¬ 
ron  commander  swimming 
towards  vhat  looked  like  a 
ha If -submerged  dinghy. 


There  was  no  flak.  No  en¬ 
emy  fighters.  No  sudden 
decision  in  the  heat  of 
battle. There  was  onlv  the 
struggling  man,  who  wore 
contact  lenses,  in  the 


,,  M  FAREWELL 
‘CHUCK’ 


at  CFtO  land-ship  Niabe 

near  Greenock,  Scotland. 

Whilst  there  I  met  a  girl 
who  had  been  evacuated  from 
a  London  suberb  after  being 
bombed  out  three  times  and 
I  decided  to  marry  her  but 
I  was  suddenly  transferred 
to  the  London  CFMO. 

I  made  some  contacts  in 
London  with  former  British 
Union  members  -  the  Move¬ 
ment  then  was  prescribed  - 
and  found  myself  being 
followed  by  Alfred  Hitch¬ 
cock  type  detectives. I  saw 
to  it  that  they  received 
lots  of  exercise  and  played 
the  odd  prank  on  them. 

I  discovered  that  Joan 

H . ,who  had  been  active 

in  British  Chion,  had  her 
house  bugged.  Wien  her 
doorbell  rang  it  also  rang 
in  the  house  across  the 
street.  We  soon  put  an  end 
to  that. 

Tall,  blonde,  attractive 
Joan  was  born  in  Burma 
where  her  father  was  a  Civ¬ 
il  Servant. He  had  died  but 
her  mother  -  a  fine  old 
lady  -  very  much  alive. She 
had  been  charged ,  and 
acquitted,  with  some  vague 
offence  early  in  the  war. I 


THE  CORPORATE'  STATE  IN  CANADA 


fpHE  THUNDERBOLT,  >  monthly 
1  publication  latuad  by  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Uoiou  of  FaacisU. 

Single  copy,  including  poalage  4d. 
Six  moutna*  lubecription  2*. 
Oue  year's  subscription  4t. 

Send  postage  for  specimen  copy  to  the 
Secretary,  C.  B.  Crate,  0a.  Columbus 
Street,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 


The  newspaper  format  'THUNDERBOLT'  launched  In 
1937.  During  1935  and  1936  the  newsheet  had  been 
run  off  by  mimeograph.  The  two  'lightning  bolts' 
were  the  party  emblem  of  the  Canadian  Union  of 
fascists  -  later  Canadian  Union, and  was  derived 
from  Mosley's  British  Union  'lightning  flash'. 
Right:  A  regular  classified  ad  In  'Blackshirt'  and 
'Action'  In  the  late  1930s 


and  the  defence,  without 
putting  up  witnesses  se¬ 
cures  an  acquittal  .Hie  old 
Hungarian  acquitted  was 
about  80  and  in  failing 
health.  The  second  indict¬ 
ment  failed  because  of  the 
death  of  the  government's 
main  witness.  The  third 
case  was  throw  out  by  an 
honest  judge  who  said  it 
was  impossible  far  the  de¬ 
fence  bo  get  witnesses 
after  so  many  years. 

Despite  this  costly  fias¬ 
co  as  an  example,  I  see 
that  in  Britain  the  idiots 
in  the  House  of  Cbanons 
have  overruled  the  Lords 
and  passed  an  Act  to  go 
down  the  same  road. 

Every  now  and  again  I  get 
a  blast  from  same  quarter 
or  discover  my  'phone  has 
been  bugged.  I  usually  can 
counter -blast  successful ly 
but  suffer  some  damage. 

Keep  up  the  good  work. 


•  we  hid  Farewell  bo 
CHOCK  CRATE  with  the 
lines  fro*  Tennyson  in 
which  he  found  the  proper 
berm  far  his  CD  emblem: 

"....Blowing  over 
heath  and  holt 
In  its  teeth  a 
thunderbolt. . . " 

And  for  him.  [Ed] 


still  hear  from  Joan  every 
Christmas . 

Shortly  after  the  'door¬ 
bell'  incident,  and  as  the 
V2  Rockets  had  started  to 
descend  on  London  in  1944, 
I  was  transferred  back  to 
Scot land. My  officer  there, 
the  French -Canadian  son- 
in-law  of  one  of  ©rebec's 
most  vociferous  anti-war 
politicians  was  also  opp¬ 
osed  to  the  war  and  he  told 
me  that  there  was  an  in¬ 
tention  to  draft  me  back  to 
Canada. 

So  I  proposed  to  my  girl 
in  Glasgow  but  she  would 
not  accept  me  until  such 
time  that  I  was  back  in 
Canada  which  I  soon  was,  a 
month  later  with  an  Honour¬ 
able  Discharge. 


Back  in  Caiuda  I  set 
about  getting  a  passage  far 
ray  fiance.  It  book  nearly 
two  years,  the  costs  of 
which  left  me  broke  and  we 
married  in  Yellowknife, 
North-West  Territories. 

It  was  a  wise  choice  and 
we're  still  married  with 
two  daughters  and  six 
grandchildren. 

I  have  kept  moderately 
active,  especially  polit¬ 
ical  ly, helped  by  a  scooter 
provided  by  Veterans  Aff¬ 
airs.  I  support  several 
movements  and  local  causes 
and  have  opposed  the  war- 
guilt  trials  here. They  have 
cost  upwards  of  5  million 
dollars  to  set  up  and  the 
first  trial  cost  the  gov¬ 
ernment  at  least  5  million 
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‘Hark I  the  sound  of  many  voices. 


IN  MEMOR1AM 


Echoes  through  the  vale  of  ages’ 


WlWBJtJAt  Canterbury  Branch  British  Onion 

20  February  1540 
Southampton  BO:  18B  Brltiah  political 

prisoner x London  OH:  at  S3  oldest  Chelsea  Pensioner. 


BKAVfrH, Arthur*  BO  *1'  Squad:  D/L  West  Ham:  Opton  Parliamentary 
Candidate:  188  British  Political  Prisoner:  OM.  23  March  1588 
BHCKKTTyJoe: British  L  Empire  Heavyweight  Boxing  Ovuvpion  1915-23: 

BO:  188  British  Political  Prisoner : UM. At  87.  March  1565 

BQg-CRKi&flbi:  BO:  RAF:  18B  British  Ktolltical  Prisoner  arrested 
an  active  service  Far  Cast:  husband  of  BO  Chf.  Womens  Organiser 

Karrh  1582 

CAPTJEICH,L»  "Cape* :  BO  D/L  Croydon  winning  Action  Sales  Op:  later 
D/lnsp:18B  British  Political  Prisoner : Bristol  OH.  Kirch  1561 
CIATTOW Vcharlle :  East  Lender  BO  and  OH  Ckuni  Oorpe.  17  KinA  1578 
Llmehouse  BO:  6eanun  ’fcrtlar’  contributor  'Con 


BAKER, Bill  m—rtroarly  mentier  Union  Movement:  journalist, author, 
publisher .  13  Ptteuary  1991 

MET,  Cllffort:Prop.Off.N/E  Leeds  Erltlah  Union:  NHQ  staff 
speaker:  18B  British  Political  Prisoner.  1>87 

BHPMPC,reter  Levis:  One  of  five  Baling  Blackshirt  brothers  now 
all  deceased  -  Clement  In  German  Concentration  Canp  1942 

_  20  Iteil  1985 

CTMPBBJ.,Woy:  author, poet, soldier, patriot :good  friend  of  Franco 
Spain  and  British  Union.  April  1957 

CHI  1  IEL.E.B:  Harden  British  Union  bus  driver.  April  1939 


DQ4*JWodiT,Vl»xmitaa :  BO  pari  .Card .North  Norfolk :UH. 

26  Kirch  1957 

EATON.W.G. “Bill * x  BO  D/L  lairaitw.  D/Insp.  N/Lancs  4  Westmorland 
BU  R»rl  .Cand. Burnley  .holder  BO  Gold  Award.  9  refaruarr  1989 

EATON,  Barry:  East  tendon  BO  and  CM.  WmatT  1976 

rraHISjVxi:  Nottingham  B0:18B  British  political  prisoner. 

Much  1952 

nmmd-Oai  J.r.c.  cn  gg  «P:  original  tank  expert,  thinker 
and  writer : organised  British  tanks  World  War  1:80  Parliamentary 
Candidate  Westminster  St. George's.  10  Mmsty  1966 

O00D,Ains  B0  and  0M  speaker:  O.M's  CM  secretary:  Early  I9?9 

CTPH^khn:  Hackney  HO  and  Essex  OM.  -  March  19S9 

BAHXiatM.Slr  Archibald:  popular  amber  at  Selsey  Blaclchlrt  Cage 

March  1939 

WHU3T,fn«lu  Sheffield  teacher:  B0:  18R  British  Political  Pris¬ 
oner:  OM  organiser  and  election  candidate.  26  March  UB 

HATES, Floxrroe:  B0  D/L  Bournemouth,  womens  County  Officer, Bants: 

IBB  British  Political  Prisoner:  OM.  March  19B2 

H3DS3ULB111 1  Shonlltdi  Obion  Movement.  March  1949 

HUTTON, W1 1 1  1mm:  former  D/T  Edjbastm. Birmingham  BOr  Wmnry  1937 
J3CSlhtn  Shoreditch  BU:  E/Yorks  Hegt:  OM  E/Lcndon  election 
candidate  1949.  Rcteuary  1990 

ItftlT  AJE-'Alfi  BO  par  1. Candidate  King's  Lynn:XBB  BrltlshPollt- 
cal  RrisonerrOM.  March  1974 

Uimmiti:  B0  Llmehouse  Branch:  101  year  old  mother  of  Gladys 
Walsh  .Clacton,  v4io  passed  away  Decester  1990.  3  Mcnsar  1973 

UVWSlssUea  Leytcnstme  British  Onion  March  1935 

BA'TOUyyE.Kalfti  at  Bures ,Suff oik :B0  4  OM:  at  85  :  22  February  1989 
SttMXkptjCJl  B0  Pari  .Candidate  Guildford:  after  Injury  fra 
bride  on  Blackshirt  march.  Ptbcmiy  1939 

RMBLIJU  Broadstalrs  B0  4  OM.  feteuary  1973 

VAIATKIAHI  ,rpmslnodfts ,  'Pnm'i  well  known  London  BU  meatier  and 
proprietor  of  The  Holbom  Distributing  Ctaapany.  He  organised 
the  sale  of  Action  by  streetsel lers  and  newsagents,  and  during 
the  wsTrat  risk  of  arrest, provided  office  accomodation  for  the 
18B  Detainees  Aid  fund.  At  81.  Memiy  1959 

mgtwl.rtwk  Cr  D/Tr .Worcester  80:  auslc  snd  singing  tutor  Worc- 
ester  Cathedral  School:  composer  of  BC's  Battle  Sang  snd  author 
at  vsvxhllshed  Delayed  Barmet.  written  In  a  British  oon- 
oentratlon  camp.  17  March  1983 

Slf  rn,Jamem  Bi  78  Canadian  Btn  1914-18:  B0  D/T evader  Dorset  North 
4  18B  British  Political  Prisoner :Wessex  Br .0M.  March  1953 


OU1IEL.E.B:  Harden  British  Union  bus  driver.  April  1939 

DPfICM,MSlter:  British  Union  D/L  Doncaster :  1  SB  British  Political 
Prisoner  then  armed  foroes:lk\lon  Movement  April  1962 

DlgliaR,8  'Rap*;  Manchester  British  Union: fatter  of  teg icna  1 
Inspector  Charlie  Dickinson.  April  1940 

DDCM.Mrs  Lilian: wife  of  Br. Onion  D/L  Jameson  Dixon.  Aprll~~i966 
UMlKrr. Albert:  Br. Union  Manchester  Hulme  D/Tr eas.  April  1937 

tXKlG,  'Psddy* :  tkrlon  Movement :  London  Drum  Corps .  12  April  1986 

DCMAWE, Berry:  British  Union : S /London  Onion  Movement.  April  1976 
EBWAHES.Bywel :  Birmingham  Onion  Movement.  April  1981 

EASlMBUJadc:  Bethnal  Green  Brit. Onion: Onion  Movement -April  1975 
BQlSH,lti  Ifarjorle  Angela :  mother  of  Kensington  Union  Movement 
Organiser  Michael  Bxgllah.  April  19S2 

EMm, Bernard :  Barmondaworth.Mdsx : Onion  Movement.  April  1980 

onw^ld:  London  Brit. Union  and  Uhlan  Movement : father  of  1950s 
young  Union  Movement  speaker  Trevor.  25  March  1991 

BOOguqH,Osocge:Bri.t.Chlcn  Eye  .Suffolk  D/Tr:  18B  British  Political 
Prisoner:  Union  Movement .  9  April  1985 

BTGKPC.Mlss  Enid:  UM:aunt  of  BU  4  UKs  Bill  Harris.  April  1980 
LWgCTT  Senior  .George :  Shoreditch  Brit. Union  and  Union  Movement? 

father  of  BU  and  l*ts  George, Ml  Utary  Medallist.  19  April  1952 
mwUTT,Mllll»:  Ttittenham  British  Union :crlpplod  ex-soldier:  In 
Australia.  April  1980 


HKRTDCTlR.A:  BrlUsh  Union  D/L  itorsham:  18B  British  Political 
Prisoner:  Union  Movement.  April  1948 

HiAltaurt.Iaidy:  Brit  .Union  Pari -Candidate, Canterbury  :Unlon  Movement 

10  April  1959 

runups, Joe: Llmehouse  Brlt.lhlon: Union  Movement.  April  1951 
PHI TCHABD, Devld:  Br. Union  NH3  Staff :m/cycle  accident  Ajrll  1935 
SW39858),  Ered :  E/London  Blackshirt  Cadet  :UM  N/London  Organiser 


SnUfT.Alf: E/London  Br. Uhlan: husband, fatter  UMs  Ann  4  Jerry. 


Simif6, Eric :Mocxlfard:Br. Chian  and  UM  Onsn  Corpe:husband  of  Pam 

4  April  1988 

STSLEY, Charles  P:  St. Albans  British  Union:  Proprietor  and  editor 
St. Albans  Free  Press.  4  March  1934 


30TH,‘Tlte>y' : Llmehouse  British  Unlon:husband  of  Ann.  Arrll  1984 

SUMEY1ES.C.H.B:  Dorset  West  Brit.  Union:  Uni  on  Movement  .April  1982 
TOSTOE.teuoe: Kingston  Br.Un. speaker :Un. Movement.  25  April  1990 
UlITRj Albert:  Early  Union  Movement  renter :  N/W. London  UM  local 
election  candidate.  In  Lancashire  In  his  eighties.  April  1991 


W I  THEY,  Mrs  F:  Brixton  Union  Movement. 


'Johnnie'  Jobmnjni  Air 
Vice  Marshall, 
with  38  Shot 
dm  si  the  top 
Allied  fight¬ 
er  pilot  In 
world  Mr  2. 

The  story  of 
Maxes  death  so 
lafttssed  him 
that  *1  jotted  dowi  the 
bare  facts  In  mf  diary.  *9 


Mi  III  J  1  *  l  [*  1 1 1  r  1  a  T  M  *  1 1  j  i  Til  K  d  |  ^ 

^  1  ■  1  ^  ^  ■■  -Mi*-*',-?,? 


Bader  mould.  You  either 
measured  up  to  his  stand- 
or  you  were  out.  A  brave 
nan  and  a  good  leader. 
G.D.L., ex-263  Sqdp: Leeds  | 


POW.  I  was  shot  down  In 
the  attack  on  Nuremberg, 
the  worst  of  the  war .  All 
the  rest  of  sry  crew  were 
killed.  P.F.:Leeds 


The  London  Gazette 


wanes  had  poor  eyesight, 
but  the  doctors  had  fixed 


but  the  doctors  had  fixed 
him  up  with  contact 
lenses,  and  one  of  his 
party  pieces  was  to  loosen 
these  lenses  and  let  them 
drop  Into  a  tankard  of 
beer  at  his  favourite  pub. 
The  locals  knew  the  trick 
but  it  astonished  the  cas¬ 
ual  visitor.  Legend  has  it 
that  he  took  a  glass  of 
stout  with  his  early  morn¬ 
ing  bath  and  smoked  a  cig¬ 
ar  Immediately  after. 

■Johnnie’  Johnson# 


Iwlnq  leKter.'Johaale'JoAnton: 

Chat to  and  8 Indus 


Squadron  Leader  Names 
was  a  man  of  the  Douglas 


Geoffrey  Names  I  rement« 
well.  I  was  a  15-year  old 
student  in  September  1939, 
my  college  was  closed  be¬ 
cause  of  the  war  so  I  book 
a  jab  at  Gilchrist  Bros. 

Then  one  day  he  arrived. 
He  was  then  a  Pilot  Offi¬ 
cer  and  I  was  told  that  he 
had  worked  far  the  firm, 
was  an  leave  and  had  cone 
to  collect  his  car  left 
there  when  war  broke  out. 

He  was  in  full  uniform 
and  had  strong  glasses.  A 
good  looking  chap,  very 
smart  and  impressive.  A 
man  of  some  station.  I 
later  learned  about  his 
"cat's  eyes"  and  rise  to 
be  quite  a  notability  In 
the  RAP. 

I  got  Into  RAF  at  17 
through  the  university  Air 
Squadron  and  was  In  Barb¬ 
er  Command  and  became  a 


(The  Nuremberg  raid  on 
March  29/30  1944,  a  month 
Geoff  Names  died, was  the 
RAF's  'black  night*  when 
95  out  of  795  bombers 
failed  to  return.  (Ed) 


Distinguiahtd  Sarviaa  Ordtr 
Acting  Sgdn  Leader  Geoffrey 
Berxlngton  tone*,  BC, 
RAFVR,  263  Squadron. 


1  remember  him  clearly.  A 
giant  of  a  man  and  a  great 
character.  He  joined  my 
firm  about  1938  tut  after 
the  war  started  never  saw 
him  again  but  was  kept  in 
touch  with  vtiat  he  was 
doing  by  my  friends. 

I  did  6*j  years  in  a  tank 
regiment, part  of  the  33rd 
Armoured  Brigade  which 
gave  a  good  account  of  It¬ 
self  from  Normandy  to  the 
Rhine.  I  never  knew  the 
real  story  l until  nail  of 
how  this  very  brave  and 
gallant  young  man  met  his 
death  and  how  the  other 
equally  hrave  Australian 
nade  such  an  heroic  att- 


"Sinoe  the  award  of  the 
Distinguished  Flying  Cross 
this  officer  has  been  eng¬ 
aged  on  numerous  operational 
sorties,  both  by  day  and 
night,  which  have  Included 
low  level  attacks  on  heav¬ 
ily  defended  railway  targ¬ 
ets  and  attacks  on  enemy 
shipping.  One  night  in  May 
1943,  (he)  participated  in 
the  destruction  of  a  medium 
sized  motor  vessel.  He  has 
displayed  considerable 
powers  of  leadership  and  his 
skill  and  enthusiasm  have 
been  an  exanple  to  others." 


empt  to  save  him  and 
perished  also. 

JUst  one  more  awful  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  futility  and 
obscenity  of  war  that  such 
valuable  young  lives  were 
sacrificed.  w.M. : Leeds 
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COMRADE 


February /April  1992 


Old  Comrades 


OBITUARIES 


CHARLES  CRATE 


in 


Lt: 


wn. 


Suburban 


Blackshirts: 


Congratulations  and  Thanks 


‘TALE’ 

PIECE 


of  the  Corporation  Baths. 
A  slogan  still  stands  on  a 
wall  of  Kingston  Power 
Station  advertising  the 
book  Mosley  —  RlOht  car 
wrong? 

In  1964  Onion  Movement 
fought  the  Borough  Elect¬ 
ions  in  Kingston  and  Mr .A. 
Murray  won  the  votes  of 
nearly  1000  residents . 
Copies  of  'Action'  were 
still  being  distributed  in 
Tol worth,  Surbiton  and  the 
Maidens  up  until  the  late 
1980s.  This  effectively 
concluded  an  active  polit¬ 
ical  tradition  that  lasted 
for  nearly  60  years  in  the 
Borough. 

The  high  level  of  local 
Blackshirt  activity  and 
the  buoocss  in  gaining  a 
significant  Measure  of 
lnral  acceptability  shows 
that  even  outside  the  East 
London  Heartlands,  British 
nrim  was  capable  of  build¬ 
ing  a  flra  base  for  future 

Itogrew - had  not  the 

tragedy  of  war  intervened, 
a  war  in  Witch.  as  British 
Onion  predicted,  Britain 
«j»inwd  —  unless  a 
developing  Third  World 
hybrid  mucdety  in  tlrjujh) 
an  asset  -  and  lost  all. 


>OOW«criOM:  The  report  of 
the  death  in  action  of  a  Sgt 
Danby  in  Oovade  No. 7  (1967) 
was  based  an  incorrect 
official  information.  EC's 
Danby  official  death  has  not 
yet  been  traoed.  Ed. 


Sources  i  -Flo  K1  llofct, wit e  of 
BU  D/I.  Slontyugeorge  Prattror. 
B0  0/L  SfcJknylebane;  ,  Sid 
Bailey,  BO  Cadet  a  Ob  Vted 
Charles,  B0  4  DM 

Kingston;  Charles  Powell, 
of  J.Datyi  John 
(hsrnley  BO  O/t,  Bull  West  in 
“Blackshirt*  4  Mans*';  NcJL. 
Hurray, DM;  John  Christian,BU 
A/D/L  (Sales)  Claphaa  4  DM, 
Wllliaa  iwcsoos,  Ob  Soxey 
CoaetrTbe  Blackshirt, Fascist 
Meek; Fascist  News;  The  Han 
Blackshirt,  Action, Ikibau  B0 
official  Gazette/ Appalnt- 

sents  list.  While  Records 
Office, lew. 


FRIENDS  OF  O.W. 

British  Union  Day 


Saturday  MAY  9th  1992 


The  Editor  congratulates 
his  JOAN  on  her  powers  of 
survival,  tolerance,  and 
Golden  Wedding  on  March 
21, and  thanks  those  read¬ 
ers  'in  the  know'  for 
Anniversary  Cards. 


‘Half  a  crown  and  | 

a  pair  of  boots’ 


■  COMRADE 

Sept/Nov  1992 

I  must  traverse  the  Brick 
lane  area  for  a  pair  of 
antique  boots  -  as  long  as 
the  uppers  are  in  good 
condition.  1,  with  many 
British  Union  matters, 
found  cardboard  soles  very 
comfortable  and  quite 
when  soggy. I'm  sure  I  was 
given  a  pair  to  induce  me 
to  join  9ioreditch  Branch 
but  I  never  got  ray  half- 
Do  you  think  I  can  now 
make  a  late  application? 
O'Donegan  Kent 


■  Publish^  ky  Mil  Chrlitla* 
for  FrlorW*  of  OJt. 
IZtMolborry  CWm.Loo4oo.CA  MS 


COMRADE 


Newsletter  of  friends  of  OJVL 

Na  34.  MAV-JULY  1992 

mmm  mm* 

‘The  Spirit  Lives ..  .The  Rest  Will  Follow’ 

They  served  with  distinction’ 


BLACKSHIRTS 


Second  to  None 


<¥T  IS  unlikely  that  Mosley's  Blackshirts  — 

I  leading  menbers  of  whom  were  imprisoned  in  late 
1  May,  1940  -  would  have  provided  a  fifth  column: 
indeed  many  former  Blackshirts  served  Britain  with 
distinction  in  the  war*. 

An  undeniable  truth  that  former  Blackshirts  know 
only  too  well,  those  that  are  left  to  remember,  a 
truth  which  the  death  of  many  of  their  comrades  in 
that  unneccessary  and  avoidable  war  bears  witness, 
and  which  the  later  generations  who  are  Conrad • 
readers  are  fully  aware. 

So  what '8  new  ? 

Quoted  from  historian  truth.  Mr. Roberts,  who  is 
Andrea  Roberta  article  in  the  biographer  of  Lord 
the  Sunday  Telegraph  on  ft* U/irr, Foreign  Secretary 
May  17,  it  is  the  first  1938-40,  was  deliberating 
time  in  over  50  years  that  on  the  situation  in  Brit- 
a  national  newspaper  has  ain  if  Hitler  had  invaded 
recognised  this  long  lost  in  1940. 

We  congratulate  Mr 

Another  bloody 

Rlaplichirt’  age  in  defying  the  taboo  — 

UldblXollll  |  that  'political  correct- 

IT  was  1940  and  Mosley  ness'  on  truth  when  re- 
and  many  of  his  Black-  aiding  Mosley  and  his 
shirts  had  already  been  Blackshirts  reigning  for 
swjptinto  the  prisons  and  over  ha  If -a -century  -  that 
aanoentzatlon  canps  with-  'pc'  now  spreading  to  Bri- 

tain  from  Anerica,  newly 
former1^6 B?adcshirt,  discovered  with  horror  by 

Aircraftman  STAN  VERRALL,  our  liberal  chattering 
was  on  a  train  crowded  classes, 
with  servicemen,  returning  Stir  In  your  s  limber  a 
from  a  spot  of  leave.  Mosley's  Wjwfctdd  rt-m.  me 

Stan,  who  died  three  foil  strry  of  your  self- 

years  ago  and  is  re-  . _  .  ..iTT 

menbered  in  this  issue's  Iff8  serrloe  will  as  day 
Memoriam  col  urn,  had  been  ulimlmte  the  pages  oc 
an  active  British  Union  o t  history  at  your  island 
speaker  in  East  Essex  un-  mx. 
joining  the  RAF  in  1938. 

On  his  train  arriving  at  passes  and  a  very  large 
London's  Victoria  Station  group  gathered  until  all, 
a  tannery  directed  all  RAF  'except  AC  Verrall '  were 
personnel  to  report  to  RAF  tannoyed  to  continue  their 
police  for  checkihg  of  Turn  to  Page  6 


passes  and  a  very  large 
group  gathered  until  all, 
'except  AC  Verrall'  were 
tannoyed  to  continue  their 

Tum  to  Page  6 


1939  w  British  Union#  i945 

ROLL  OF  HONOUR 


hXTKBH&t/ L  Lionel  T  RAF  59  Serf 
shot  down  barbing  German  oorr- 
voy  Off  Dunkirk, 
\  lies  in  Dunkirk 
Ttawn  Oemetery:BUF 
'I’figuad,  Off  I/C 
Black  House  NIK? 
IS  35.  brother  of 
Andrew  BUP. killed 
RAF  1937and  mrjorie  ,TOF  Vtom- 
ens  D/Organiser.  7  July  1941 
AUSTIN. Sut.W.G.  'Bill ' :  1st  Btn 
KRRC:kllled  in  action  Tunis, 
lies  In  Medjaze-el-flab  War 
Oometery, Tunis:  Liverpool 

British  Onion.  10  May  1943 
ACTS,  Pte,  Francis  'Kipper*  :6th 
Btn  Great  Howards,  killed  in 
in  action  near  Dunkirk,  lies 
Oye-Plage  Communal  Cemetery, 
France:  Llmehouse  British 

Union.  At  20.  25  Hay  1940 

aWBERS, Donald:  Joined  RAF 

first  day  wv2.  then  British 
ftolitical  Prisoner, then  Army 
from  which  discharged  to  die 
at  24:  Epping  British  Union, 
TO  Drum  Corps,  'Comrade's 
bugler.  IB  Jln»  1943 

FATREr.W/O  David  Geotge:  RAF 
212  Scrf.ki  1  led  an  ops.  Cochin, 
India, age  23, lies  Madras  War 
Cemetery :Ueytonstone  British 
Union.  27  Jlme  1944 

PTTCH,W/Cow.R-I,.J-  'Tiggy'ryC.- 
RAF,  killed  m 

on  ops. .Nor¬ 
folk,  lies  in 
St.  Nicholas 
Churchyard, 

Kelveden  ifch 
Essex:  Clap- 
ham  British 

l*:ion.  At  26  -  ■ 

_ 21  Way  1945 


Gn2^9qt.Pil.B.M:  RAF  VR, 

killed  flying  accident  when 
Instructing  at  No.  3  Glider 
Training  School  after  release 
from  British  concentration 
canp  as  Political  Prisoner, 
li"S  Hnp^iUk  Dm.,  tee-b 
feeds  British  Union:  At  22. 

2B  May  1943 
ggamn^apt  .Charles  ;  8th 
Btn  Parachute  Hegt,  Army  Air 
Corps, killed  in  action  D-Day. 
lies  Ranville  War  Cemetery. 
Normandy :AFO  Enfield  British 
Union,  Acting  D/L  1939/40, 
London  speaker.  At  29. 

6  Are  1944 
IRVINE, Pfce-R: 1/5  Btn  Queens  R 
Hegt,  killed  in  action  near 
[Xmkirk.lies  Strazeelc  Corm- 
urml  Cemetery ,  France :  Shore¬ 
ditch  British  Union:  At  21. 

28  May  1940 
HAYS,  Sfrr -John  Basil:  R.Ehg. 

dispatch  rider  killed  1  terns  - 
well  RAF  Station, Lines, after 
Dunkirk  evacuation:  lies  St. 
Chad  Churchyard,  Harpswel  1 : 
w/leeds  British  union,  Munl- 
ciple  Candidate:at  25. 

26  July  1940 
HULLAM,L/Cpl  *imddy*  :Corps  of 
military  fti lice, formerly  Pal¬ 
estine  Police, killed  in  act¬ 
ion  Battle  of  Knightsbridge 
Box, lies  in  Knightsbridge  War 
Cemetery, Acroma, Libya:  early 
British  Union,  TO  '1'  Squad. 

12  jam  1942 
WLSH, »n -Michael :  RAT  VR:L56 
Sqdn.  missing  Brenen  op.  Re¬ 
membered  Rurmymede  Air  Force 
Memorial:  Ijmehfuse  British 
Union:  At  23.  27  July  1942 


Comrade’  makes  Official 
Blackshirts  1940  death 


WHO!  last  year  Blackshirt 
Sapper  JOHN  MATS  was  added 
to  our  Roll  of  Honour,  It  was 
the  end  of  a  two  year  seArch 
based  an  50-year  old  informa¬ 
tion  and  the  f  inding  of  his 
grave  in  a  village  churchyard. 

But  officially  he  was  still 
alive, his  death  not  listed  in 
Army  or  civilian  deaths  at 
the  General  Registry  Office. 

Thanks  to  'Comrade', that  de¬ 
partment  has  now  rectified 
the  omission. 
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COMRADE 


May /July  1992 


OBITUARIES 


Jeffrey  Hamm  and  John  Brody 

Their  part  in 
MOSLEY’S  FIGHT 

By  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 


They  both  passed  aey  an  a  day  In  Iby,  Jeffrey  an  the 
first,  Jcfn  an  the  last.  Both  had  joined  Mosley  after 
hearing  a  Blackshirt  speaker,  and  both  i— nyH  fra  the 
war  bo  take  an  active  part  in  the  no*  barn  Onion  More- 
rat,  one  bo  becae  national  ly  known,  the  other  know 
only  bo  his  local  casrades. 

There  were  uny  Jeffrey's  anu  Joists  wore  service  bo 
Mosley  began  in  the  ranks  of  union  Moreaent.  Ktrry  hare 
passed  an  but  there  are  those  still  with  us,  now  in 
the  autuan  of  their  lives, who  look  back  bo  their  youth 
and,  perhaps  with  a  little  sadess,  but  certainly  with 
pride,  bo  that  beginning  of  their  long  aarch,  and  with 
that  sense  of  union  and  bond  of  brotherhood  tmique  to 
Mosley's  men  and  women. 

In  our  tribute  bo  Jeffrey  Ham  and  John  Brody  ,we  few 
that  are  left  of  the  fathering  British  Chian,  salute 
that  urarned  throng,  and  in  doing  so,  feeling  a  sense 
of  history,  hare  a  little  to  say  about  those  times. 

But  the  death  of  old  nwalps  is  just  a  pause  in  the 
long  march.  The  spirit  of  Mosley,  of  British  union,  of 
Chian  Movement,  perchance  slufers  a  little,  but  will 
never  die. 


JEFFREY  HAMM  speaking  at 
Rld.ey  Road  for  the 
British  League  of  Ex- 
Servicemen  and  Women  In 
_ August  1947 _ 


Jeffrey  Hamm 

PROBABLY  the  best  known 
national  figure  of 
Mosley's  post-war  Move¬ 
ment,  JEFFREY  HAMM, 
died  an  May  1  at  the  age 
of  76.  Ba  was  General 
Secretary  of  Orion  Move¬ 
ment  foe  ray  years,  and 
later  Secretary  of  Action 
Society. 

But  it  will  be  for  his 
part  in  the  'Battle  of 
Ridley  Road'  during  that 
long  summer  of  1947  - 
leading  to  return  to  pol- 
of  Oswald  Mosley  and  the 
birth  of  Chian  Howment  - 
that  he  will  be  remembered 
by  those  who  knew  him  well 
and  ware  joined  with  him 
in  the  fight.  His  'pale, 
pink,  palpitating  pan¬ 
sies,  aimed  from  the  plat¬ 
form  at  the  Comunist  mob 
trying  to  prevent  him 
speaking, for  which  he  was 
arrested  and  bound  over, a 
subject  of  derisive  quotes 
in  the  media,  will  surely 
one  day  achieve  the  dist¬ 
inction  of  a  listing  in 
a  dictionary  of  quota¬ 
tions.  Neverthless , if  the 
warm,  blunt,  patriotic 
British  spirit  of  the 
1930s  London  East  Older, 
who  unlike  the  chattering 
classes  called  a  spade  a 
spade,  survives,  so  will 
Jeffrey  Hantn '  s  descriptive 
prose.  If  not  it  matters 
not. 

Bom  in  South  Males  of  a 
Welsh  mother  and  an  Qvglish 
father  away  fighting  in 
World  War  1  with  the  South 
Wales  Borderers,  Jeffrey 
recalled  years  later  his 


vivid  memories  of  the  hun¬ 
ger  and  hardship  in  his 
native  valleys  during  the 
Great  Depression  and  his 
early  political  conscious¬ 
ness  saw  through  the  hyp- 
ocrecy  of  a  corrupted  Lab¬ 
our  Party  who  had  sold  out 
to  International  Finance, 
and  the  cynical  Comnunist 
Party  vhose  local  counc¬ 
illors  opposed  workers 
having  allotments  because 
less  hunger  meant  they 
would  be  less  revo¬ 
lutionary. 

It  was  a  holiday  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  1934  that  changed 
the  'old  life*  of  the  19 
year  old  boy  from  FOntypool 
as  he  was  to  describe  in 
his  autobiography  Action 
Replay  more  than  half-a- 
century  later. 

Strolling  down  Kilbum 
High  Road  he  came  across  a 
Blackshirt  speaker  shout¬ 
ing  above  the  din  of  a 
howling  mob.  He  was  dis¬ 
gusted  with  the  attempt  to 
crush  free  speech  and  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  Blackshirt 
message  and  went  back  with 
the  Blackshirts  to  their 
local  headquarters. 

He  returned  to  Pontypool 
and  after  several  months 
of  studying  British  Onion 
literature, cast  the  dye  in 
March  1935  and  enrolled. 


Within  six  months  he  had 
won  two  Essay  Conpetitions 
promoted  by  The  Blackshirt 
for  his  papers  on  the  Move¬ 
ment's  India  Policy,  and 
on  Occupational  Franchise. 

In  the  surrmer  of  1936  he 
said  goodbye  to  his  Welsh 
valley  and  spent  the  next 
four  years  teaching  in  Kent 
and  Harrow.  He  attended  a 
ninter  of  British  Union 
meetings  and  took  part  in 
the  larger  marches,  his 
professional  life  pre vent- 
regular  activity. 

He  next  accepted  the  of  f- 
er  of  a  teaching  post  in 
the  Falkland  Islands  and 
off  he  sailed  for  that  far- 
flung  British  possession 
but  his  stay  was  to  be  not 
for  long.  For  at  the  same 
time  that  hundreds  of 
Mosley's  men  in  Britain 
were  being  arrested  and  de¬ 
tained  wdthout  charge  or 
trial  under  the  infamous 
Brergency  Defence  Regu¬ 
lation  18b  in  June  1940, 
they  also  came  for  Jeffrey 
and  put  him  away, ultimate- 
in  a  South  African  prison 
oanp.  Released  a  year 
later  he  was  shipped  back 
to  Britain  where  he  was  met 
by  the  police  and  served 
with  a  restriction  order. 
So  he  duteously  reported 
to  Morcambe  police  having 
^ound^ier^^^ajjporary^ob^ 


JOHN  BRODY  In  Colour 
Party  at  Union 
Movement's  May  Day  Rally 
at  Ridley  Road  In  1950 


in  NAAFI  stores, but  again, 
not  for  long. 

He  had  volunteered  for 
the  forces  and  in  no  time 
was  in  the  Royal  Armoured 
Corps,  serving  tor  three 
years. But  British  Security 
obviously  maintained  their 
watch  an  this  dangerous 
unknown  and  non-active 
Mosley  supporter  fear  his 
Army  life  consisted  of  the 
periodic  sudden  posting  to 
different  units  and  the 
omni ss ion  from  drafts  until 
one  day  in  1944  he  was 
suddenly  given  his  dis¬ 
charge  papers  recording  his 
'Very  Good'  military  con¬ 
duct,  but  that  nevertheless 
'  His  Majesty  has  no  further 
use  for  your  services ' . 
Subsequent  pursuit  of  an 
explanation  with  the  War 
Office  elicitated  only  a 
confirmation. 

Taking  an  office  job  and 
strolling  in  Hyde  Park  on 
his  first  free  Sunday  he 
heard  a  courageous  ex- 
Blackshirt  vigorously  de¬ 
nouncing  the  18b  detentions 
at  Speaker's  Comer,  and 
meeting  another  ex-member 
in  the  crowd  they  discussed 
organising  a  campaign  for 
ex-service  rights, extended 
to  a  defence  of  Mosley  and 
the  banned  British  Union. 

What  happened  next  after 
same  further  talks,  has 
probably  never  been  fully 
understood,  by  friend  or 
enemy.  Jeffrey' Hamm,  who 
had  never  before  spoken  an 
a  street  corner,  took  a 
portable  platform  to  a 
street  off  Edgwore  Road 
and  alone  held  a  meeting 
on  those  proposals.  Some 
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In  Palestine,  'Jewish  terrorists  were  murdering  British  soldiers, 

and  Jeffrey  Hamm  and  the  - n — 

British  league  of  Ex-  71  ^ 

Cpirirj  npvnpfl  upnp  f  inhil  rvi  front  mi  atw*  inui  *<»  »»«  "  f»n  wouwm  iuo4i  «4#*rn 

1-~A  *  XVAJUwi  1  WLO.C  l.XVjllULlfj  gum  »*4jry  omnu  n>  Mtir  »*■  mtrtn*  rrm  mmttttm  rmnjtmu' 

off  Jewish  violence  in  HANGED  BRITONS:  Picture 
Ridley  Read*  i  will  shock  the  world 

Inhn  Drnrln  Circle  and  Flash  Standard  I 

uOnn  prony  _  the  converted  pre-war  I 


WUWM  «M04«  MAmatgW 
rom  turmif  rmuNKN 


Hearing  aa*yj)  mckuw 
speak  in  1939  changed 
the  whole  life  of  the 
young  JOHN  BROOT.  He 
was  then  a  Civil  nt  but 
was  Imrrtl  atrly  oon- 
wrtadi.  About  to  join 
British  Onion,  the  war 
cane  and  he  was  lm.ll- 
ately  called  Into  the 
Any,  his  service  last¬ 
ing  until  1947,  the  last 
year  with  his  regiment, 
the  Middlesex,  in  Pales¬ 
tine  at  a  tine  when,  as 
told  elsewhere  in  our 
Obituaries,  Jewish  terr¬ 
orists  were  mrtfcring 
British  soldiers,  and 
Jeffrey  Bana  and  the 
British  League  of  Ex- 
Setviasen  were  fitting 
off  Jewish  violence  in 
Ridley  Road. 

He  was  discharged  just 
before  the  birth  of  Union 
Movement  and  inmed  lately 
enrolled.  He  became  Dis¬ 
trict  Treasurer  of  Epping 
Branch  and  also  took  an 
active  part  in  all  the 
London  activities,  and 
later  bore, with  pride, the 


2 — Jeffrey  Hamm 

might  say  it  was  the  action 
of  a  fool,  others  as  of 
great  courage.  Those  who 
knew  him  can  vouch  for  the 

error  of  the  first  judge¬ 
ment. 

The  meeting  went  off 
without  trouble  but  when 
later  he  tried  again  in 
Hyde  Park  he  encountered 
violent  apposition, report¬ 
ed  in  the  morning  papers. 

In  East  London  snail 
groups  of  older  Mosley 
supporters  who  for  three 
years  had  only  been  able  to 
meet  socially, heard  of  his 
exploits .  The  war  was 
nearly  over  and  they  were 
straining  at  the  leash  to 
break  their  Government 
enforced  silence  and  nail 
the  lies  about  Mosley  and 
his  Blackshirts.  They  had 
joined  the  long-established 
British  league  of  Bt- 
Servlccmen  and  Wowsi,  but 
with  most  of  the  British 
Union  organisers  and 
speakers  still  in  the  ser¬ 
vices  or  in  dire  straights 


Circle  and  Flash  Standard 
-  the  converted  pre-war 
British  Union  Honour 
Standard  -  at  many  of  Un¬ 
ion  Movement  inarches. 

Until  he  retired  in  1985 
from  his  Lantxxurte  Forge 
in  Walthamstow,  John  was  a 
skilled  worker  in  archi¬ 
tectural  metalwork  and 
held  the  Dip  lam  of  Merit 
of  The  worshipful  C tmpany 
af  Blacksmiths,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  City  of  London's 
Blacksmith's  Guild.  He  was 
also  in  the  City's  Royal 

What  many  of  his  comrades 
did  not  know  is  that  he 
had  been  awarded  the 
Queen's  OTmrtitim  Medal 
for  Bravery.  Some  years 
ago  he  had  junped  into 
the  River  Thames  and  res¬ 
cued  a  small  boy  who  had 
fallen  off  'a  Portuguese 
ship  during  a  Tall  Shlp6 
gathering.  In  a  strong 
current  he  seized  the  boy, 
got  both  to  a  jetty  and 
held  an  until  both  were 
rescued. 

In  latter  years  John  was 
a  regular  attaender  at 
Friends  of  OJL  factions. 
Me  will  miss  tils  friendly 


HANGED  BRITONS:  Picture 
will  shock  the  world 


and  trying  to  pick  gp  the 
pieces  of  their  lives  after 
their  detention.it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  this  unknown 
young  Mosleyite  who  was 
having  a  go  in  West  London 
be  invited  to  speak  in  East 
London.  Prime  mover  was 
one-time  labour  Party 
stalwart  and  later  dedi¬ 
cated  Mosley  man  Jack 
Bailey,  father  of  Fred  and 
Sid,  well  known  to  members 
of  Chian  Movement, and  ass¬ 
ociates  of  Friends  of  O.M. 

So  Jeffrey  Haim  came  to 
Bethnal  Green,  meetings 
were  held  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings  and  he  took  over  the 
leadership  of  British 
League  and  for  the  next 
year  the  reconstituted 
organisation  made  steady 
progress,  holding  street 
meetings  and  dealing  with 
ex-servicemen's  claims. 

By  early  1947  the  once 
young  men  were  returning 
from  the  war,  the  meetings 
got  larger  and  in  the 

I  Turn  to  Page  4 


»  •  tun  gr 
iioiTriii 


-«•*«  I* 
nkt 


Lest  We  Forget 


THE 

GODFATHERS 
OF  INTER- 


1940's 
Yezemitsky 
Wanted 
Terrorist . 


1990's 
Shamir 
Feted  Prime 
Minister 


II  Mi1  Ml 


TERROR 

OIK  Daily  Express  pict¬ 
ure  of  tagst  1st  1947 

shows  British  Mm/ 
Sergeants  KKRVTH  PA  ICE, 
43,  and  aJTTOH)  MARTIN, 
as  they  were  fond  in  a 
eucalyptus  grove  in  tel- 
estine,  murdered  by  slow 
strangulation  with  piano 
wire,  their  bodies  booby- 
trapped  bo  kill  those  Uu 
would  cut  them  down. 

Killers  were  two  of  the 
most  bloody  and  savage 
terrorists  organisations 
of  the  Twentieth  Century, 
IRGUN  EVA  I  LEDKI ,  led  by 
Menachem  Begin  who  was 
wanted  for  murder  by  the 
British  authorities,  [pic¬ 
tured  above  in  the  Daily 
Express  report!  who  would 
later  become  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Israel,  and  the 
STERN  GANG,  one  of  whose 
leaders  was  Iztak  Shamir, 
then  knewn  as  Yezeniitsky, 
was  also  wanted,  and  like 


terrorist  Begin,  became 
Israel  Prime  Minister. 

By  May  1948  when  Britain 
termlrated  her  mandate  and 
withdrew  her  forces,  seme 
90  British  police  and  200 
soldiers  had  been  murd¬ 
ered  and  the  killing  had 
started  with  the  Second 
World  war  barely  over, the 
war  in  which  thousands  of 
British  fighting  men  had 
already  shed  their  blood 
in  liquidating  Jewry's 
mortal  enemy,  Adolf 
Hitler's  Nazi  Germany. 

But  even  during  the  war, 
Shamir's  killers  had  ass- 
inated,  in  Cairo  in  1944, 
the  Minister  Resident  for 
the  Middle  East,  Lord 
Moyne,  which  even  persuaded 
Qurchill,  their  Zionist 
ally  and  friend  of  the 
Jews,  to  condom  them  as 
•gangsters  worthy  of  Nazi 
Germany* ,  and  in  1948,  it 
has  been  alleged  that 
Shamir  was  believed  to  be 
responsible  for  planning 
the  murder  of  Count  Bolke 
Bernadette,  the  United 

I  Turn  to  Pago  6 
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Suburban 


Blackshirts 


I  HEAD  Ocnkn  Bedaell'a 

article  about  Kingston  Bri¬ 
tish  Union  hranch  with  int¬ 
erest-  I  met  Join  Hirtalls, 
the  Assistant  District 
Leader (Sales) ,  shortly  be¬ 
fore  his  death  in  1976.  He 
and  his  wife  Marie  attend¬ 
ed  all  the  big  BU  marches 
and  I  enclose  a  small  faded 
photo  of  him  taken  in  193S 
selling  Blacfcrfiirt  exactly 
where  he  said  —  outside 
WOolworths  in  Kingston 
Market. 

However,  in  one  of  the 
sources  you  list  the  Waen 
Blackshirt  which  should 
have  been  the  Mb— i  Fascist 
which  came  came  out  fort¬ 
nightly.  I  mention  this  tc 


‘We  band 
of  brothers’ 

Eric  Whlttleton 

THANK  YOU  for  Comrade  which 
I  read  with  nostalgia, 
tinged  with  sadness. 

Would  you  please  accept 

my  cheque . in  memory  of 

my  old  friend  Kric 
Mhittlebcn.  tComrada  33] 

We  ran  a  pub,  called  The 
Bell,  together  in  Stafford 
Gaol,  about  ha If -a -century 
ago.  D.S.  Barks. 

OUR  younger  readers 

might  ponder  on  the 
probable  age  of  our 
contributors  after  which 
they  nay  arrive  at  some 
realisation  of  the  unique 
band  of  brotherhood  that 
was  the  Blackshirt  Move¬ 
ment  ,  a  band  spanning  age, 
distance  and  time,  moving 
old  comrades, possibly  with 
the  physical  inf Irma  ties 
of  age,  to  put  pen  to 
paper  -  to  rememeber. 

•  Our  two  from  'down  un¬ 
der',  Horen-  SLOANK,  proud 
as  ever  of  his  Blackshirt 
uniform,  and  ARTHUR  MASON, 
seen  here  under  arrest  af¬ 
ter  recapture  in  a  small 
boat  in  the  Irish  Sea  foll¬ 
owing  his  tunneling  escape 
from  Peveril  Concentration 
Canp,  Isle  of  Man, in  1941. 

Both  were  with  Mosley  and 
British  Union  at  the  start 
and  were  matters  of  the 
renowned  defence  force, the 
*1*  Squad.  They  emigrated 
to  Australia  together  in 
the  early  1950s.  [Ed] 

Their  Blackshirt 
Commander 

RAP  263  Squadron  at 
Wannwellr  summer  1943 
Sqdn. Leader  Wames 
had  just  received  the 
DSO  following  DFC. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


GORDON 


writes: 


save  researchers  hours  of 


MANY  THANKS  to  Bill  (torsons 

for  correcting  " 
my  error. Since 
writing  the 
article  I  have 
found  more  in¬ 
formation  to 
link  BU  activ¬ 
ity  with  the 
Canbury  ward 
area  .Bruce  Ttafcins  lived  in 
Canbury  Park  Road  and  John 
Rickolls  in  Cegmar  Road,  and 


fruitless  labour  searching  another  picture  of  Nicholls 
for  a  phantom  publication.  ij,  'full  warpaint' -at  the 
Villum  Parsons  Blackshirt  wedding  of  King- 

Surrey  ston's  second  District 

A.E.,tsaan  in  1936 


Danny  Gill 


YOU  do  not  seem  to  have  a  complete  record  of  DAIWY  GUI, 
In  the  report  of  his  passing  in  the  February/April  issue. 

He  was  a  District  Leader  in  Liverpool  which  was  one  of 
the  unique  organisations  in  Liverpool  which  contained 
Raman  Catholics  and  Orange  Men. 

Danny  had  spent  six  months  in  Wakefield 
Prison  in  the  1930 's  for  assaulting  a  Red 
who  had  assaulted  his  wife  Marie  on  the 
street  whilst  she  was  selling  'Action*. 

In  the  Court  case  the  Judge  sent  word  to 
Danny's  solicitor  that  if  Danny  and  Demis 
Bgan,  accused  with  him,  wasted  the  Judge's 
time  by  pleading  Not  Guilty,  he  would  send 
them  down  for  2  years. 

Such  was  British  justice  that  Dennis,  a 
bosuni  pal  of  Danny's  and  out  of  loyalty  to 
him  pleaded  Guilty  with  him  and  both  wore 
sentenced  to  6  months. 

Danny  vus  interned  in  my  house  in  Peel 
Canp,  Isle  of  Man,  and  although  he  was  a 
tough  character  he  found  he  was  not  able  to 
join  Arthur  Masco  and  I  in  our  escape  tunn¬ 
eling  exercise. 

Danny  and  1  were  in  close  touch  for  many 
yurs  as  were  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
mutters . 


HcMai I  Si  cans 


Arthur  Mason 
S. Australia 


GsnH  Warnes  s“t’' 

I  litMMHM)  Geoff  Mimes 

very  well  as  soon  as  I  saw 
it  in  the  last  'Comrade' . 

When  I  first  was  at  the 
Black  House  NHQ  at  Chelsea 
I  was  in  the  Transport 
Section,  driving  the  vans 
etc.  which  entailed  spend¬ 
ing  soma  time  in  Leeds 
where  as  you  say,  Geoff 
was  in  charge  of  transport. 

I  wonder  if  the  Austral¬ 
ians  ever  gave  a  pnerthum-  ' - - ■ 

ous  decoration  to  the  young  Australian, 
Plying  Officer  TUff ,  who  bravely  gave 
his  life  in  the  futile  attempt  to  save 
our  British  Union  comrades  life. 


eOMED 
eOPHFoI 


Elia 


a  pair 
of  boots 


■RED  BAILEY's  confession 
r  last  year,  following  a 
■  Cnrmmist  allegation, 
that  the  boots  gratis  to 
East  London  Blackshirts  in 
the  1930's  had  originally 
been  in  the  Quartermaster '  s 
Stores  of  Napoleon's  Grand 
Army  in  its  march  on  Mos¬ 
cow,  pronpted  our  letter 
writer  to  ccnplain  that  he 
received  his  free  half- 
crown  with  his  pair  of 
boots,  a  situation  that 
'Boots'  Bailey  promised  to 
rectify  -  with  IntfcicsL. 

But  the  end  is  not  yet. 
Attention  'Boots'  Roil 


I  am  returning  the  half- 
crown  you  sent  me  (which  I 
note  was  minted  in  1936!) 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  wise¬ 
ly  invested  for  another  56 
years.  Or,  maybe,  some 
Friend  of  O.M.  nay  care  to 
bid  for  it?  Sorry  I  cannot 
return  the  boots.  I  have 
many  agents  searching  for 
another  pair  but  I  am  told 
there  has  been  a  huge  popu¬ 
lation  change  in  the  areas 
of  Brick  Lane  and  Bethnal 
Green  and  sandals  are  more 
in  vogue  there  than  boots. 

With  regard  to  the  cheque 
to  cover  inflation  I  dare 
not  let  it  get  into  the 
hands  of  my  friendly  bank 
manager  as  he  would  not 
continue  my  overdraft.  I 
return  it  in  the  hope  that 
you  might  think  of  me  if 
you  ever  discover  some  of 
British  Union's  treasures 
buried  hurriedly  in  Vic¬ 
toria  Park  in  1940.  A 
piece  of  t-te  gold  bullion 
would  be  quite  acceptable! 

Pat  O'  Donsgan  Kant 


•  The  secret  of  the  gold 
bullion  was  discovered  by 
Churchill's  own  secret  ag¬ 
ents  and  the  bullion  re¬ 
moved  under  cover  of  the 
heavy  air-raid  on  London  on 
the  night  of  May  10  1941, 
at  the  same  time  that 
Rudolf  Hess  was  parachuting 
into  Scotland, and  the  gold 
conveyed  to  Churchill's 
Chartwell  at  Mesterham. 

He  had  previous  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  Hess  visit, 
arranged  by  a  'Peace*  group 
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Nations  mediator  for 
Palestine. 

Since  then,  the  record 
of  rmirders ,  bombings  and 
kidnapping  outside  its 
own  borders  by  Israel's 
terrorist  and  intelli¬ 
gence  arm  H3SSAD  -  of 
which  Shamir  is  reputed  to 
have  had  involvement  -  is 
without  equal, and  its  re¬ 
pression  of  the  Palestine 
Arabs  almost  the  genocide 
which  the  Jews  never  stop 
reminding  the  world  they 
themselves  suff erred. 

The  philosophy  of  these 
cold-blooded  killers, nev¬ 
er  brought  to  justice  but 
indeed, accepted  with  full 
diplomatic  privileges, has 
guided  the  artificial 
State  of  Israel  ever 
it  was  carved-up  40-odd 
years  ago  from  the  lands 
which  had  been  the  home 
of  the  Arab  majority  for 
3,000  years, propped -up  by 
by  America's  six  million 
Jews  -  twice  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  Israel  -  and  their 
control  over  many  areas 
of  American  finance. 

In  recent  years  Israeli 
agents  are  believed  to 
have  murdered  in  Paris  in 
1980,  Yahia  El  Hashad,the 
Egyptian-born  physicist 
because  of  his  nuclear 
research  for  Irak,  and  in 
1990  the  murder  in  Bruss¬ 
els  of  Or  .Gerald  Bull,  the 
Canadian  ballistic  ex¬ 
pert  for  his  Iraki  comm¬ 
ercial  connections.  For 
years  they  have  refused  to 
coitply  with  the  United 
Nations  Resolution  to 
withdraw  from  the  Occupied 
Territories  as  well  as  en¬ 
try  to  UN  Observers  al¬ 
though  their  Arab  neigh¬ 
bour  Irak,  for  the  lesser 
crime  of  invading  Kuwait 
were  bombed  and  blasted 
to  submission  by  American 
dominated  military  might 
for  their  refusal  to  com¬ 
ply  with  a  similar  UN 
Resolution. 

The  Israeli  establish¬ 
ment,  like  its  Irgun, 
Stem,  and  Mossad  terror¬ 
ists,  not  only  gets  away 
with  murder  but  one  senses 
that  behind  its  cold-eyed 
stone-faced  spokesmen  is 
a  total  lack  of  tolerance, 
and  compassion  on  the 
atrocities  against  any 
non-Jews  they  regard  as 
their  enemies  —  which 
means  any  who  question  or 
criticise  -  suitably  ex¬ 
plained  in  the  words  of 
Jewish  American  author  and 
film-script  writer  Ben 
Hocfrt  in  the  late  1940 's 
as,  approximately:  'Every 
time  a  British  soldier  is 


IN  MEMORIAM 


1961 


BMMESfDcrek  ftlbot:  early  Blackshirt:  BUF  '1'  Squad  _ 

BHWSTTfOiarleB:  former  Mayor  Bethnal  Green:  Chairman  Bethnal  Green 
N/East  Bethnal  Green  British  Union  Jtta  1939 

Alexander :  early  Blackshirt  with  wife  Margaret  nee  Onlllna: 

Blacfcahlrt  and  Action  cartoonist:  his  1930 's  Bowle*»  Armal  now 
a  col  lector's  item  25  May  1985 

BOWWMtllllJi  James:  Platting, Manchester  British  Union  July  1939 
MCwJOianrias:  British  Union  D/L  wavertree, Liverpool :  18b  British 

Political  Prisoner:  Union  Movement  Organiser,  Sal  ford  Jtone  1962 


HHaWfHC# Kenneth  Ttaea:  Exeter  British  Union: kin  and  friend  of  D/L 

Jack  Forward  RAF  World  War  il  5  Jure  1969 


BWKPC,GUy: Ealing  British  Union: one  of  five  Blackshirt  brothers:  18b 
British  Political  Prisoner  vrfien  brother  Clement  in  German  concen¬ 
tration  camp  where  he  died  2  August  1965 

BROWING, Maurice : Ea  1  ing  British  Union, brother  of  Guy, Clement  and  two 
other  Blackshirt  brothers.  11  July  1970 

CAHPBK11j#J.H:  Manchester  British  Union  fc  Union  Movement  May  1952 
CHAWB^iJUJIfJohnilAmehouse  British  Union  .-Blackshirt  family:  Gunner 
Egypt, Italy, Palestine  World  War  2  >Ajne  1981 

QARKE,Bill : Union  Movement  Treasurer  N/W  London  Rr.  1970/74  June  1989 
CLARKE, Fat:  Grantham  Branch  British  Union 
OGLE, Captain  T.B.:Burgesa  Hill  British  Union 


1937 


^  May  1939 

CRABTREE,  Bill :  Bury  Lancs  Dritiish  Union  k  Union  Movement  .Ally  1975 
CXN3VAN,capt.B.D.E:Bcitlsh  Union  Asst. D/Gen. 1940:18b  British  Polit¬ 
ical  Prisoner: married  to  Womens  Drum  Corps  Drum  Major  Heather  Bend: 
World  War  2  at  16: In  Arabia  with  Lawrence:  129th  Baluchis  D.C.O 

Third  Afghan  War  26  July  1985 

DOWrY  ,John:  Brit.  Union  Pari  .Candidate  Evesham  .'National  Farmers  Union 
18b  British  Political  Prisoner: Union  Movement  JUiy  1978 

GARNErr,John:policeanan, teacher  and  early  Blackshirt:  National  Org. 
Midlands  &  E/ Anglia: Pari .Cand. Harwich:  later  married  to  Margaret 
Honk,  O.M.'s  secretary  at  NHQ:  at  83  24  May  1991 

QCMX31,  Joseph  *  Bowie*  :Binnimham  Br. Union  Drum  Corps:  18b  British 

Political  Prisoner  after  Army  fXinkirk  evacuation  July  1963 

OQUGH#Victeoc:son  of  'Bowie' :  18b  British  Political  Prisoner : then  RAF 

27  Jm  1975 

HAHDQCK#Alan: Croydon  Br. Union: Union  Movement: Sussex  printer 

July  1989 

HUDSON /Qxlr.C.E.  OZ  RD  »IR  Rtd:Br. Union  D/L  Bognor.-iBb  British  Pol- 
ical  Prisoner :Camp  Leader  Huyton  Concentration  Canp  June  1948 
I^E, Henry: Barnsley  British  Union: 

Colliery  disaster 
LOCKE,  Ida :  Norwich  British  Union 
HAfrr,DC.W.T.D.,  BM  UCS  BSc:Shef field  British  Union 


victim  of  Whamcliffe  Woodmoor 

July  1936 
Hay  1937 
19  May  1940 
13  May  1940 
28  Hay  1948 


Hs*HCHNIB,Lt-Opi :  British  Union  D/L  Hastings 
HI  TTORD,  Unity  Valkyrie:  sister  of  lady  Mosley 
H0Srey,Maud  lady: The  reader's  mother: Head  of  womens  BUF  early  days 

20  June  1948 

Niani6,TUi>:  Sth. London  British  Union  June  1981 

RjUKk#NaJL ly : Dorset  Br. Union :18b  British  Political  Prisoner:  Union 
Movement  Hay  1981 

PCMBLUVloe-Mriral  G.B.  PC  W:  British  Union  D/Ldr  and  Bari. Cand. 

Portsmouth  21  Kay  1952 

HlCBEy.Pre(lerljc>c:Moslgy  si^jporter  Laour  Party, British  Union  &  Union 
and  Union  Movement  Hay  1965 

FBKSDMg.iady.-  Mother  of  lady  Mosley  Way  1963 

Shoreditch  British  Union  Way  1939 


300TT. Arthur :  Notts  Br. Union :18b  British  Political  Prisoner:  Union 
Movement  Way  1959 

3CPrT,OBacv:  Br. Union  D/L  Richmond, Surrey:  18b  British  Political 

Prisoner  28  Ally  1978 

gnxmppg.nilllp:  Br. Union  Agent  for  Middleton  and  Prestwich  Bye- 
Election  1940:18b  British  Political  Prisoner: victim  of  MIS's  Canp 
020  Interrogation  Centre, Ham  Oomson: Post-war  in  Holy  Orders 

14  July  1987 

TAYIOR, Harry :  husband  of  Vicky  :Shoreditch  British  Union  Ally  1961 
TEWPIJi  Qonm,Rafe:Drit. Union  Nat.  Inspector, Devon:  Pari  .Candidate, 
Exeter:  18b  British  Political  Prisoner  18  OUne  1985 

TmoCH.Pftlmer:  Ayelesbury  British  Union:  died  in  Walton  Jail  when 
18b  British  Political  Prisoner  shortly  after  arrest  Aaie  1940 
TiaS*rEN,Qsarqe:  Early  E/London  Union  Movement  supporter, brother  of 
Arthur  ' Ux:le'  Tresaden:  at  S3  3  ■ter  1989 

VERHAli..Stan:  Essex  British  Union  speaker : MAP  kW2:  S/londcn  Union 

Movement  die  1989 

WAINWRianr.Wllliam:  father  of  H-S.Wainwright:  head  of  Wainwright 

Brush  Factories, Bow, East  London:  at  87  30  Ame  19S5 

WUWETT,Wr«:  Shoreditch  Br.Umon:candidate  local  election  Jun?_19J« 
WHMXKKarr.P.E. :  Ladywood, Birmingham  Brit. Union  15  Ane  1936 

HUTE, Albert:  Early  Union  Movement  after  Army  WW2:  candidate  local 
elections  N/W  London  Branch:  In  Lancashire  Jue  1991 


killed  I  wake  a  little 
holiday  in  wrf  heart*. 

The  43  Group  terrorists 
who  in  the  late  1940s  att¬ 
acked  British  League  and 
later  Union  Movement 
meetings  and  ambushed  lone 
supporters  were  not  only, 
as  they  admitted,  tied  to 
Palestine's  Jews  by  blood, 
race  and  history, but  when 
given  the  chance,  synony- 
mouse  with  their  men  of 
violence. 

Tiiooe  who  stood  in  Rid¬ 
ley  Road  and  other  battles 
against  Britain's  am  Jew- 


ish  terrorists  were  also 
moved  by  blood,  race  and 
history,  and  their  aerr- 
patriots  sunders  but  w- 
llke  their  politicians  Wio 
turned  and  ran  in  Riles- 
tine,  they  fought  back 
and  outstayed  then. 

Untouched  by  their  pol¬ 
itical  cowardice  and  dec- 
denoe.and  of  corn  Brit¬ 
ish  stock, their  past  gave 
then  little  choice. 


MlIlM  by  Mw  CbriitU* 
for  Friends  of  0JI. 
lt^WlRffy  Clw.lwWw.t4  883 


1 I  bloody  Blackshirt' 


journey  and  the  lone  air- 
nan  then  smartly  taken 
away  to  MI5's  nearby 


Broadway  Buildings. 

What  happened  next  acc- 


to  Stan  Verrall,  and  one 
can  only  surmise  an  inter¬ 
nal  signal  from  the  Vic¬ 
toria  RAF  police,  is  that 
a  high-ranking  RAF  offic¬ 
er,  believed  to  be  an  Air 
Vice-Marshal  1  ,came  'storm¬ 
ing'  in  to  MI 5s  lair,  with 
'  I  hear  you  have  one  of  my 
men  -  what  are  you  doing 
with  him?'.Which  seemed  to 


stop  in  its  tracks  what¬ 
ever  was  going  to  be  the 
'doing'  and  in  no  time  the 
aircraftman  had  been  re¬ 
leased  and  again  on  his 


way. 

But  first, Verrall,  con¬ 
cerned  about  arriving  late 
at  his  RAF  station  inti¬ 
mated  this  to  the  ' top 
brass '  who  immediately 
on  an  aged  telephone  rang 
the  station  command¬ 
er  with  whom  he  was  on 
'first  name  terms’,  the 
conversation  audible  to 
prisoner. 

For  the  perfect  ending 
to  our  story .without  fur¬ 
ther  comment,  the  names, 
long  forgot ton,  have  been 
'dubbed'  by  the  editor: 

'Bill, this  is  George.  I 
haws  one  of  your  bloody 
Blackshirts  here'  and  the 
response,  the  groan  imag¬ 
ined,  "No  -  nof  another1 ! 


5PlDI!lEI222i 


which  included  close  coll¬ 
eagues.  It  appeared  a  deal 
might  be  done  on  the  Hess 
peace  proposals  which  did 
not  include  his  continua¬ 
tion  as  Prime  Minister,  so 
plans  had  been  laid  for  his 
flight,  with  the  gold,  to 
the  United  States. 

Someone  blundered  and 
Hess  got  50  years  solitary 
Churchill  the  gold.  It  is 
dcubtful  if  any  now  remains 
as  it  is  believed  to  have 
been  used  for  settling  his 
off-licence  account  , l Ed] 


DONATIONS 


THE  Cheques  Act  1992  is 
now  in  operation  .Would 
readers  ensure  that  all 
Cheques  and  Money  Ord¬ 
ers  for  donations  or 


other  purposes,  unless 
for  specla 
desginated 
be  made  payable  only  to 


F.OJVI 


1st  October  1932, 


@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


peter 


MARCY 


The  Man 
Who  Could 
Have  Saved 


"Vhat  though  ut  ourttlvta 
art  mrlttan. 

This, our  faith  oan  ntotr 
ditlm 

DMf.faneth  G.  age  20  and 
BRQCXING, George  T.  age  22: 
Blackshirt—voluntary  alr- 
gurmers  RAF  9  Sqdn  killed 
in  action  September  4 
1939,  second  day  of  Sec¬ 
ond  World  War,  bombing 
German  Fleeet  at  Bruns- 
buttel,  Kell  Canal ,  the 
War's  First  Casualties . 
Kenneth  Day,  burled  with 
full  military  honours  by 
Luftwaffe  at  CUxhaven 
Ttown  Cemetery  was  re¬ 
buried  in  194S  and  now 
lies  in  Beck.1  ingen  War 
Cemetery, Sal tau,  Germany. 
George  Bracking  was  never 
found  and  is  remembered 
on  the  Air  Force  Manorial 
at  Runnymede  with  20,546 
other  Allied  airmen 
with  no  known  graves. 


AT  THE  BEGINNING  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Britain  was  the  most 
powerful  nation  on  earth. 

Hie  country  In  which  the  Industrial  Revolution  had  begun  had  became  the 
Workshop  af  the  World.  British  merchant  ships  carried  the  products  of  Brit¬ 
ish  industry  to  the  four  camera  of  the  earth.  British  engineers  built  roads 
and  railways  from  China  to  Peru.  On  a  snail  uninhabited  island  off  the  coast 
of  Malaysia  the  Ehst  India  Cbmpony  created  the  great  part  and  base  of  Singa¬ 
pore  firm  jungle  and  swanp.  Bong  Kong,  ceded  to  Britain  in  1841  became  a 
Crown  Cblcny  and  the  outlet  through  which  a  third  of  all  China's  export; 
passed.  Gunboats  of  the  Royal  Navy,  operating  from  Hong  Kong,  Singapore  and 
other  Fhr  Eastern  parts  cleared  the  seas  of  pirates,  a  centuries-old  scourge 
which,  sinre  decolonisation  has  reappeared  in  a  far  more  menacing  farm. 

The  inhabitants  of  more  and  disease,  enjoyed  for 
■  I  a T~S  than  60  Colonies  who  the  first  (and  last)  time 

prio;  Co  British  rule  had  efficient  and  benevolent 

known  cnly  tribal  war-  government  by  the  most 
fare,  bloody  massacres  -  devoted  and  corrupt  ion - 
often  at  the  hands  of  free  colonial  admin- 
—  B  their  own  chiefs  -  famine  istrators  in  all  history. 

British  built 

I  .  BT9  ,  roads,  railways, ports, 

1^  ffti'UI  ‘Lift  high  the  head  dams,  hospitals  and  clin- 

°f  Ragland.  Lift  ics:  established  settled 

%W‘  'fjwww  stnng  the  voioe  of  agricultural  oarmunities 

H  Bqpire.  Let  us  to  and  taught  the  raising 

Kurooe  and  the  world  of  rubber,  coffee, tobacco 

other  cash  crops: 


speaker, NIC  Adnin.Of fioer 
and  Pari.  Candidate  Wood 
Green :one  of  five  Ealing 
Blackshirt  brothers:  died 
17  August  1942, age  31 ,  in 
German  concentration  camp 
with  brother  GUY  in  Brlt- 

,  ish  concentration  cargo. He 
lies  in  Craoow  Cemetery 
Poland. 

LIMB,  Pte.W.P.REME  reserv¬ 
ist,  Norwood  Branch  Brit¬ 
ish  Union:  killed  In  act¬ 
ion  Normandy,  27  October 
1944:  Ranenbered  Services 
Panel , Norwood  Cemetery. 

LDCAN,  P/Off  .Demis, EFM:  RAF 
(VR):  207  and  607  'Dam- 

buster ' Sgdns : N/ East  Leeds 
British  Union:  at  21  on  7 
October  1944,  killed  in 
action  over  Kenbs  Cent: 
lies  in  Dumbach  Cemetery 
Germany. 

YHttMftN,  St/9gt  F.J:Gllder 
Pil.Regt.  Army  Air  Cbrps: 
at  28,  killed  in  action, 
Arnhem, 24  Septai tier  1944: 
Lies  in  Oosterbeek  Mar 
Cemetery , Nether 1 ands . _ 


and 

they  fixed  tribal  bound¬ 
aries;  provided  schools 
and  free  education ; 
and  created  police 
forces ,replacing  the  arb¬ 
itrary  judgements  of 
chiefs  with  an  impartial 
judicial  -ystem.  But 
these  are  small  examples 
for  in  1900  Britain  the  Sudan,  South  Africa 

ruled  the  vastness  of  and  Rhodesia;  India, 
Canada,  Newfoundland,  the  Burma,  the  Malay  States 
West  Indies  and  British  and  Sarawak;  and  Austral - 
Guiana  in  the  Americas;  ia.  New  Zealand  and 

Sierra  Lecnne,  the  Gold  ^ ^  wk  n 

Coast,  Nigeria,  Egypt  and  ^  L. 


NcwsletteroffiiendsoUlft^^ 

No. 35  AUGUST— OCTOBER  1992 

The  Spirit  Lives... The  Rest  Will  Follow’ 

PnTi 

iij»T7Tm  1 1 

Wi  1 1  WiTHTT 

n  i 

Hill  Wll' 

J 

<  i; 

1  wm  1 1  nil 

IimIIBIwIiI 

ml*  1 1 


S.II#: 


2 


COMRADE 


August/October  1992 


% 

V,  ;  Uy  T 

\  7  '■  /v*’ 

)  T  •  ^ 

\  > 
s  s 

> 

At  the  turn  of  the  century  the  British  Biplre 
occupied  one-fifth  of  the  land  surface  of  the 
globe  and  had  a  population  of  4,000,000 


.  U  BRITAIN’S 
1  ¥  SUICIDE 

Papua  -  a  fifth  of  the 
grid's  surface  and 
a  quarter  of  it's  people. 

And  the  British  Navy 
controlled  the  world's 
oceans  -  though  it  would 
do  so  far  only  twenty 
mare  years. 

At  the  end  of  the  First 
Vtorld  War,  despite  the 
grievous  loss  of  life, Bri¬ 
tish  military, air  and  nav¬ 
al  power  was  greater 
than  ever.  Britain  had  the 
strongest  and  best- 
equipped  army  in  the 
field,  together  with 
the  world's  largest  Air 
Force  -  22,647  aeroplanes 
and  103  airships  named  by 
290,000  officers  and  other 
ranks,  while  415,000  off¬ 
icers  and  ratings  served 
in  the  Royal  Navy.  For 
many  years  both  Liberal 
and  Conservative  Govern¬ 
ments  had  supported  the 
principle  that  the  Royal 
Navy  should  be  maintained 
at  a  strength  equal  to 
any  two  potential  enemies. 

In  August  1921 ,  the 
United  States  invited 
Britain,  France,  Italy  and 
Japan  to  a  conference 
to  discuss  naval 
limitations.  The  US  prop¬ 
osed  a  limitation  an  nav¬ 
ies  to  a  strength  of 
525,000  tons  for  Britain, 
and  the  USA;  315,000  for 
Japan ;and  175,000  each  for 
Prance  and  Italy  -  plus  a 
1 0-year  moratorium  on 
battleship  construction. 
The  ratio  of  US,  British 
and  Japanese  strength  was 
to  be  5:5:3.  The  Americans 
proposed  this  ratio  for 
all  warships  but  eventu¬ 
ally  it  was  limited  to 
capital  ships.  Under 
American  pressure  at  this 
conference  Britain  diss¬ 
olved  the  20-year-old 
Anglo-Japanese  Allianoe- 
de spite  the  fact  that 
Japan  had  fought  an  the 
Allied  side:  her  warships 
had  conveyed  British 
forces  from  the  Pacific  to 
Europe,  had  taken  part  in 
military  operations  in  the 
Pacific  and  had  even  sunk 
German  U-boats  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

At  this  Naval  Conference 
held  in  tfeshingtcn,D.C. 
between  November  1921  and 
February  1922,A.J. Balfour, 
Loader  of  the  British  Del¬ 
egation,  agreed  to  abandon 
Britain's  entire  capital 
ship  building  programs . 
Hie  Royal  Navy,  which  in 
1914  had  possessed  33 
Dreadnought  battleships,  9 
Dreadnought  battle  cruis¬ 


ers, 40  other  battleships, 
87  light  cruisers, 31  Large 
cruisers  and  224  destroy¬ 
ers  was  reduced  by  this 
Treaty  to  22  battleships 
and  4  battle  cruisers  av¬ 
ailable  to  protect  its  en¬ 
tire  Bipire. 

This  marked  the  beginn¬ 
ing  of  the  British 
ire's  end,  far  in  agreeing 
to  parity  in  capital  ships 
with  the  USA  Britain  h*3 
effectively  ceased  to  rule 
the  waves. 

With  the  advent  to  pow¬ 
er  of  Attlee's  labour  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  1945  at  the  end 
of  the  most  destructive 
war  in  history  there  began 
the  deliberate  process  of 
Imperial  dianantlement 
that  has  led  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  farcical  "Gannon - 
wealth".  The  wise  maxim 
"Trade  Follows  the  Flag" 
was  forgotten  with  the 
result  that  now  at  the  end 
of  the  Twentieth  Century 
Britain  has  been  reduced 
to  a  powerless  semi- 
bankrupt,  unimportant  app¬ 
endage  of  a  Europe  domin¬ 
ated  by  a  rich,  powerful 


and  once  more  united 
Germany. 

Bow  bitter  Britain's 
humiliation  oust  be  far 
those  Vansittarts  and  Rid¬ 
leys,  who,  ignoring  geo¬ 
political  realities, 
thought  that  such  an 
outcome  emu  Id  be  prevented 
by  the  sacrifice  in  two 
Great  Kirs  of  millions  of 
British  lives' 

No  inevitable  disaster 
has  produoad  Britain's 
present  unenviable  situ- 
ticn.  Responibility  lies 
squarely  with  those  polit¬ 
icians  %ho  ruled  Britain 
throughout  the  Twentieth 
Century.  From  fill  four  to 
Churchill  they  were 
obsessed  with  maintaining 
the  European  Balance  of 
liawir . 

The  policy  they  should 
have  pursued  would  have 
been  one  of  Imperial  Iso¬ 
lationism.  for  as  the  con¬ 
flicts  of  this  century 
have  demonstrated  only  too 
painfully,  a  political  and 
military  balance  between 
two  opposing  groups  of 
Great  Powers  simply  aggra- 


vates  suspicions  and  Leads 
inexorably  to  war. 

On  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic  the  policy  of 
Isolationism  advocated  in 
Jefferson's  1801  Declar¬ 
ation  that  America  sought 
"peace,  oormerce  and  hon¬ 
est  friendship  with  all 
nations  -  entangling  alli¬ 
ances  with  none"  had 
served  America  well  for 
almost  the  whole  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century.  But 
Britain's  rulers  had 
learned  nothing  frcm  this 

-  though  even  Gladstone, 
that  great  advocate  of  in¬ 
tervention  in  other  count¬ 
ries'  disuputes  had  had 
the  good  sense  to  maintain 
neutrality  during  the 
Franco- Pruss  lan  Vtor. 

Nor  had  they  learned 
the  Great  Lesson  of  the 
late  Nineteenth  Century's 
conflicts  that  "War  had 
beoone  too  intnensley  de¬ 
structive  for  national  ob¬ 
jectives  to  be  achieved  by 
resorting  to  it." 

Hie  short  Frarvoo-German 
War  of  1870-1  had  resulted 
in  enormous  casualties  be¬ 
cause  by  then  weapons 
were  capable  of  firing  as 
many  as  444  rounds  per 
minute.  In  one  engagement 

-  the  Bit  tie  of  Sedan  - 
6,000  Gerouns  and 
more  than  20,000  Frenchmen 
died  under  the  ferocious 
firepower  of  German  art¬ 
illery  pieces  and  French 
machine-guns.  In  seven 
months  the  Germans  lost 
133,000  men  out  of  a  mill¬ 
ion, and  the  French  238,000 
out  of  700,000.  There  were 
War  Cemeteries  in  France 
where  the  dead  of  1 870 
occupy  more  space  than 
those  of  1914-18  and  1939- 
1945. 

It  was  Britain's  very 
own  bogeyman  of  the  inter - 
war  years  ("The  very  ment¬ 
ion  of  his  name  has  been 
enough  to  provoke  apoplec¬ 
tic  rage, and  still  is...." 

-  Hugh  CUvid's  oonment  in 
his  1991  book, Heroes,  Krv- 
eridcs  and  Bounders)  -  who 
repeatedly  stressed  the 
dangers  in  the  Balance  of 
Power  policy. 

'  In  1929  Oswald  Mosley 
told  the  electors  of 
Harrow: 

"There  must  be  no  en¬ 
tangling  alliances  which 
inevitably  evoke  opposit¬ 
ion  ccnhinatims  and  a 
return  to  the  balance  of 
power  with  its  division  af 
Rrrape  into  armnd  camps 
awaiting  their  opportunity 
to  attack." 

Throughout  the  1 930s 
Mosley  had  canpaignod  for 
peace  using  the  slogan 

- *-5 


£  BRITANNIA  RULES  THE  WAVES* 


IN  LXEE  AHEAD  battlerfiipe  Royal  Oak,  Revolution, 
Revenge  and  Randllies  ranting  eight  13-in.  gns. 
Completed  In  1915  they  were  to .  form  the  second 
division  of  the  first  battle  squadron  af  the  Atlant¬ 
ic  Fleet.  At  the  end  of  world  Kir  1,  Britain's 
naval, air  and  military  power  was  greater  than  ever. 
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The  Development  of  the  Ideas  and  Policy  of  the 
British  Union  of  Fascists, 1932 -40: 1. 


by  Stephen  Cullen 


Until  the  appearance  of  Neill  Nugent's  article  on  the  ideas  of  the 
British  Union  of  Fascists  (BUF)  in  1977,'  this  aspect  of  British 
fascism  had  been  largely  ignored.  Previous  work  on  the  BUF 
concentrated  mainly  upon  questions  related  to  the  character  of  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley,  the  movement’s  leader  and  prime  mover,  and  the 
novel  features  of  the  BUF’s  organization  and  campaigns,  together 
with  such  aspects  as  anti-semitism  and  violence.  Indeed,  recent  work 
on  the  topic  has  returned  to  questions  of  organization  and  historical 
narrative;  for  example,  Gerry  Webber’s  interesting  contribution  to 
the  question  of  BUF  membership,2  and  J.D.  Brewer's  study  of  the 
BUF  in  the  West  Midlands.’  However,  to  date,  Nugent's  article 
remains  the  main  commentary  on  the  ideological  orientation  of 
Britain’s  primary  fascist  movement. 

Nugent’s  article  was  the  first  attempt  to  provide  a  clearer 
explanation  of  the  BUF’s  ideas  than  that  contained  in  the  standard 
works  on  the  movement.4  In  addition,  he  provided  a  useful 
framework  within  which  to  analyze  the  differing  elements  in  the 
hierarchy  of  BUF  ideas  and  policy.  Nugent  divided  the  various 
elements  of  BUF  thought  into  five  sections,  namely:  the  speeches 
and  writings  of  Mosley,  the  contributions  of  the  ’inner  core’  of  the 
BUF’s  hierarchy,  the  periodic  publications  of  the  movement,  the 
speeches  and  writings  of  the  lesser  leaders  of  the  movement,  and, 
finally,  all  other  pronouncements.  It  is  the  first  two  ‘authoritative’ 
categories  that  Nugent  concentrated  on  in  his  article.  It  seems  that 
this  five-part  categorization  of  BUF  ideas  is  essentially  a  correct 
interpretation  of  the  importance  of  the  various  elements  of  thought 
within  the  BUF,  bearing  in  mind  that  it  was  a  strictly  hierarchical 
movement,  based  upon  the  principles  of  leadership,  and  led  by  the 
charismatic  figure  of  Mosley.  However,  the  further  content  of  the 
article  merely  provides  a  stepping-off  point  for  further  discussion. 
Nugent  highlights  the  central  importance  of  three  themes:  first, 
Mosley's,  and  hence  the  movement’s,  interpretation  of  the  nature  of 
thecapitalist  crisis,  along  with  the  proposed  solution  provided  by  the 
Corporate  State  and  ‘fascist  discipline’;  second,  anti-semitism  and 
third,  foreign  policy.  It  is  pointed  out  that  whereas  Benewick  had 
previously  highlighted  these  features,5  it  is  perhaps  incorrect  to 
argue,  as  Benewick  does,  that  these  three  strands  of  BUF  thought 
mark  three  distinct  phases  in  the  progression  of  BUF  ideas.  Instead, 
Nugent  rightly  emphasizes  the  continuity  of  thought  that  these  three 
features  represent  —  a  continuity  of  thought  that  was  in  part 
obscured  by  changing  emphasis  on  each  strand  of  policy  at  differing 
times  in  the  movement’s  history. 

Although  such  an  explanation  of  BUF  ideas  is,  in  itself,  correct,  it 
is  not  the  whole  picture.  And,  although  it  is  perfectly  legitimate  to 
examine  these  three  prominent  features  of  the  movement’s  ideas,  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  analyze  the  BUF's  policy  and  ideas  in  isolation  from 
the  appeal  that  the  movement  was  trying  to  make.  Rather,  it  is 
suggested  that  the  factors  so  clearly  identified  by  Nugent  provide 
only  part  of  the  picture  of  BUF  ideas  and  policy.  In  particular,  it  is 
possible  to  connect  one  of  the  factors  identified  by  Nugent,  namely 
Mosley’s  and  the  BUF's  interpretation  of  the  economic  and  political 
crisis,  and  its  necessary  fascist  solution,  with  three  other  essential 
factors  in  the  BUF’s  appeal  and  approach  to  politics  that  were 
present  from  the  inception  of  the  movement.  This  provides  an 
interpretation  of  the  BUF’s  outlook  that  is  characterized  by  a  greater 
degree  of  coherence  than  hitherto  recognized.  In  addition  to 
Mosley's  economic  analysis,  which,  as  Nugent  shows,  formed  the 
underlying  central  concept  of  the  BUF's  approach  throughout  the 
period,  we  can  isolate  three  further  factors  that  were  stressed  by  the 
movement  from  1932  onwards.  These  factors  can  be  loosely 
categorized  as  follows:  first,  the  idea  of  hyper-patriotism,  and 
unstinting  belief  in  King,  Country  and  Empire;  second,  the  ethos  of 
the  ex-servicemen  of  the  Great  War,  an  appeal  to,  and  a  belief  in, 
the  values  that  this  group  were  seen  to  embody.  This  appeal  led  in 
turn  to  a  belief  in  the  formulation  of  an  ex-servicemen’s  and  youth 
alliance  against  the  ‘old  gangs'  in  every  sphere  of  life  and  politics. 
Third,  the  idea  that  for  the  economic  crisis  to  be  defeated,  and  for 
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the  rejuvenation  of  British  political  and  social  life  to  be  successful, 
any  policy  (corporate  or  otherwise)  needed  the  involvement  of  the 
‘modern  movement’,  which  was,  by  definition,  fascist.  These  core 
beliefs  of  the  BUF  together  formed  a  distinct  ideological  package. 
This  ideological  package  was  for  members  of  the  BUF  a  complete  set 
of  interlinked  beliefs  and  concomitant  policies  that  provided  the 
essentials  of  a  particular  fascist  outlook  on  politics  and  life  as  a 
whole.  This  outlook  was  flexible  in  two  senses.  Firstly,  the  differing 
elements  tended  to  be  stressed  in  relation  to  the  others  at  differing 
times  in  the  movement’s  history;  however,  changing  emphases  in 
ideas  and  policies  were  never  to  the  complete  detriment  of  other  core 
ideas  within  the  fascist  belief-system.  Secondly,  this  initial  four-part 
package  proved  capable  of  amendment  and  development  to  a  limited 
extent.  For  instance,  it  can  be  argued  that  all  the  elements  that  were 
present  at  the  outset  contributed  to,  or  at  least  facilitated,  the 
adoption  of  anti-semitism  as  a  belief  and  policy.  Similarly,  the 
nature  of  the  ex-servicemen’s  outlook  (or,  at  least,  of  those  who 
became  members  of  the  BUF),  allied  to  the  economic  solutions 
proposed  by  the  movement,  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  more  and  more 
clear  anti-war  stance  by  the  BUF.  Whereas  there  were  traces  of  both 
these  policies,  anti-semitism  and  anti-war,  in  the  BUF  from  the 
beginning,  these  two  features  were  greatly  aided  to  their  later 
prominence  in  the  BUF’s  ideological  standpoint  by  the  nature  of  the 
original  four-part  package  that  characterized  the  core  of  BUF  belief 
in  1932. 

In  this  review  of  BUF  ideas  and  policies,  it  is  intended  to  highlight 
the  core  beliefs  of  the  BUF  in  its  initial  stages,  to  show  the  way  in 
which  these  beliefs  formed  a  cohesive  package  that  went  to  form  the 
outlook  of  fascists  in  the  BUF,  and  to  illustrate  how  this  ideological 
package  assisted  later  developments  in  the  BUF's  ideas  and  policies. 
In  addition,  some  tentative  conclusions  will  be  made  concerning 
shifts  in  emphasis  in  some  of  the  BUF’s  policies  that  reflected  the 
growing  influence  of  national  socialist  thought  on  the  movement. 
Incidental  note  will  also  be  made  concerning  contrasts  and  affinities 
between  the  ideas  of  the  BUF  and  those  of  continental  fascist 
movements.  The  contribution  of  Mosley  will  be  examined,  although 
this  is  perhaps  familiar  territory  as  far  as  the  history  of  the  BUF  is 
concerned.  Nonetheless,  a  brief  re-statement  of  Mosley’s  economic 
arguments  is  necessary  in  order  to  provide  a  clear  basis  for  the 
analysis  of  the  other  core  beliefs  of  the  movement. 

Notes 

1 .  Neill  Nugent,  ‘The  Ideas  of  the  British  Union  of  Fascists*.  The  British  Bight. 
Neill  Nugent  &  Roger  King  (Farnborough  1977). 

2.  G.C.  Webber.  ‘Patterns  of  Membership  and  Support  for  the  BUP.  Journal  of 
Contemporary  History .  19,  4  (October  1984). 

3.  J.D.  Brewer,  Mosley  *s  Men.  The  BUF  in  the  West  Midlands  (Aldershot  1984). 
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5  Benewick.  ibid.,  132-40. 
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coast  to  coast 


Three  generations  who 
'fearlessly  followed' 


I 


WITH  THESE  inspiring 
words,  OSWALD  M3STJEY 
concluded  his  book.  The 
Greater  Britain,  pub¬ 


lished  on  October  1st. 
1932,  the  day  that  he 
and  a  handful  of  men 
net  in  a  small  room 
near  the  House  of  Denm¬ 
ans  to  found  the  Brit- 
Qnlan  of  Fascists. 

Fran  the  start  the  new 
movement  faced  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  Red  and  Soc¬ 
ialist  mobs  attempt! ong  to 
wreck  its  meetings  and 
drive  it  off  the  streets 
into  political  oblivion, 
which,  to  a  large  extent 
they  had  done  to  Mosley's 
short-lived  New  Party 
that  was  organised  on 
traditional  lines  after  he 
had  left  the  labour  Party 
and  was  the  precursor  of 
the  new  BUF. 

Mosley  realised  from 
that  experience  that  if 
his  voice  and  policies  of 
the  new  movement  were  to 
be  heard  its  meetings 
vrxild  have  to  be  physic¬ 
ally  defended  aril  his 
disciplined  black-shirted 
active  members  fought 
hack.  They  not  only  with¬ 
stood  the  most  savage 
assaults,  frequent ly  from 
a  variety  of  weapons,  hut 
took  his  message  and  the 
Union  Jack  into  large 
areas  of  the  country  where 
for  years  it  had  been  ban¬ 
ished  in  favour  of  the 


sacrifice  all,  but  to  do  so  far  no  small  or  un¬ 
worthy  ends.  We  ask  them  to  dedicate  their 
lives  to  building  in  this  country  a  movement  of 
the  modem  age,  which  by  its  British  expression 
shall  transcend, as  often  before  in  our  history, 
every  precursor  of  the  Continent  in  conception 
and  in  constructive  achievement. 

We  ask  them  to  rewrite  the  greatest  pages  of 
British  history  by  finding  the  spirit  of  their 
age  its  highest  mission  in  these  islands. 
Neither  to  our  friends  nor  to  the  country  do  we 
make  any  promises;  not  without  struggle  and  or¬ 
deal  will  be  the  future  be  vron.  Those  who 
march  with  us  will  certainly  face  abuse,  mis¬ 
understanding,  bitter  animosity,  and  possibly 
the  ferocity  of  struggle  and  of  danger. 

In  return  we  can  only  offer  to  them  the  deep 
belief  that  they  are  fighting  that  a  great  land 
may  live  ’ 


Moscow  controlled  Qximun- 
ist  Arty's  Red  Flag, areas 
which  for  years  those  so- 
called  defenders  of  free 
speech  and  British  tradit¬ 
ions,  the  Conservative 
Party  sold  out  to  the 
mobs  by  giving  up  the 
attenpt  to  hold  open  pib- 
lic  meetings. 

Within  weeks,  although 
yet  without  a  propaganda 
paper, the  'Blackshirts'  as 
they  became  known,  a  name 
which  they  were  proud  to 
adopt,  were  no  lonaer  a 
'nine-days  wonder'  and  by 


its  first  anniversary, the 
BUF's  paper  The  Blackshirt 
reported  it  had  made  the 
most  rapid  progress  any 
new  movement  had  ever  made 
in  Britain,  and  made  lack¬ 
ing  'money  and  every  mat¬ 
erial  resource '  and 'an  ex¬ 
penditure  so  snail  that 
the  achievement  was  beyond 
the  coiprehensicn  of  the 
old  parties' . 

The  Movement  had  been 
built  '£ran  nothing,  with 
our  bare  hands.  Not  money, 
but  human  flesh  and  blood 
and  the  undaunted  spirit 


'Loader  of  thousands' 


of  our  young  manhood . 

Blessed  has  been  the  pov¬ 
erty  and  the  struggle  of 
our  early  days,  far  our 
foundations  rest  upon  the 
solid  rock  of  sacrifice. 
Those  who  joined  us  came 
to  give  and  not  to  take, 
far  we  had  nothing  to  give 
them.  The  adventurers  who 
float  in  and  out  of  new 
movements  could  find  no 
rewords. .  .far  they  did  not 
exist.  Chly  those  inspired 
by  a  passionate  enthusiasn 
far  an  epic  cause  remained 
with  us  to  build  the 
strength  of  the  present 
day,  because  wo  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  offer  to  anyone  but 
the  call  to  sacrifice. 

Such  men  as  these  have 
built  this  movement  in 
challenge  to  all  material 
things.  Against  us  were 
arrayed  the  whole  power  of 
the  Press,  the  strength  of 
the  old  Party  machines  and 
the  weight  of  the  money¬ 
bags;  we  have  smashed 
through  them  all. ' 

We  have  brought  to  Brit¬ 
ain,  it  continued, 'seme- 
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'heart  and  core 
of  tte  Mcxmignt. ' 

thing  uzc  than  a  new  ec¬ 
onomic  plan  and  a  new  aon 
aeptian  of  Goverrment:  we 
have  brought  to  Britain  a 
new  spirit  of  nunhood  and 
of  national  revival.  Our 
grim  and  determined  ranks 
at  ex-servioamn,  a  hund¬ 
red  times  betrayed,  have 
joined  hands  with  the  new 
youth  which  is  dedicated 
to  make  an  aid  at  folly 
and  of  decadence.  Together 
they  have  brought  bade  the 
soul  to  the  land  far  which 
our  friends  and  companions 
dial.* 

1933-34  was  a  year  of 
rapid  expansion  despite 
large-scale  organised  Red 
violence  to  crush  it .  "The 

Blackshirts  hive  carried  cn 
a  leng  'trench-vnrfaie'  ,the 
full  story  of  which  may  cne 
day  be  told  in  all  the  her¬ 
oism  of  its  unrecorrted  in- 
cicknts"  wrote  James  Brenn¬ 
an  in  his  BUF:Oswald  Mosley 
and  British  fascism  in 
1934.  "it  is  the  unknown 
Blackshirt"  he  continued , 
"giving  his  time  and  his 
leisure,  his  trains  and  his 
nuscle,  to  the  day-to-day 
struggle,  who  has  in  12 
short  months  succeeded  in 
building  up  what  is  already 
a  formidable  and  independ¬ 
ent  njvwmnt  at  the  nnhood 
at  Britain.  They  are  the 
heart  and  core  of  the 
ftovonent." 

It  was  also  the  year  of 
'lhe  Daily  Hail's  Hurrah  far 


the  Blackshirts  which  her¬ 
alded  the  six-month  support 
of  the  Rothexmere  Press, its 
object  to  change  the  BOP 
into  an  active  wing  of  the 
Cbnservative  Party.  lord 


mMRanR 


Rothermere  withdrew  his  into  more  of  a  mass  move-  flag  and  anmnoe  to  the 
press  publicity  when  Mosley  mnnt ,  especially  in  the  world:  'This  is  my  belief 
refused  to  contenplate  any  Bist  Bid  of  London.  and  here  I  stand.  I  hope  you 
such  thing,  and  it  has  bc«i  But  a  profound  change  had  will  join  me  -  but  If  you 
said,  the  pressure  and  also  been  taking  place,  re-  wish  to  fight  me  -  so  be 
blackmail  of  large  Jewish  alised  even  by  its  adher-  It'.  Be  loved  life  but  hai 
advertisers  on  the  Rot  her-  ents  only  in  the  years  that  no  Illusions  about  the  sac- 
mere  newspaper  entire.  Hie  followed  as  they  looked  rifioe  that  might  lie 
vast  mutters  of  recruits  hack  to  those  spirited  ahead.  Tb  have  fought  far 
gained  during  this  period  years.  his  cause,  bo  have  loved, bo 
went  as  quickly  as  they  had  Pbr  The  British  Onion  of  have  lived  greatly, even  far 
arrived  and  the  Movrawnt  Fascists,  later  '4  Nation-  a  short  tine, his  life  would 
was  healthier  for  it.  al  Socialists'  had  far  not  have  teen  vain. 

Freni  then  onwards  toe  ley  brevity,  Later  adapted,  be-  But  In  the  daily  struggle 
and  his  supporters  were  cum  British  Union  out  of  there  was  little  time  for 
subject  to  a  secret  total  which  emerged  an  ethos  of  Mosley's  men  to  go  far  with 
censorship  in  the  national  its  awn,  a  development  not  analysis  of  their  own  life- 
press,  except  when  Red  vio-  yet  understood  by  ambemp-  force  as  they  threw  ttero- 
lence  occasionally  erupted  arary  historians.  selves  totally  Into  heading 
at  large  demonstrations.  Arising  cut  of  history,  off  the  coming  European 
basically  for  Mosley's  un-  national  character  and  tragedy,  which  they  clearly 
bending  opposition  to  In-  temperament  there  had  teen  saw,  the  aftermath  far  Bri- 
ternatianal  finance,  other  from  the  start  much  diff-  tain  which  Is  described 
vested  interests  and  the  erence  between  the  BtJF  and  elsewhere  In  this  issue. 


sham  political  party  gan*? 
at  Westminster, the  union  of 

'mob  and  nmey'  as  Mosley 
put  it. 

This  unprecedented  media 
ban  an  Mosley,  admitted  af¬ 
ter  the  war  by  former  edi¬ 
tor  Frank  Owen,  led  airly 
post  war  writers  to  believe 
that  in  its  last  years, 
British  Union  ted  'withered 
away'  wheras  it  grew  in 
strength  to  the  point  that 
in  1940  a  hypocritical 
Government  used  its  war  Dn- 


Italian  Fascism  and  German 
National  Socialism  and  as 
British  Union  developed 
there  emerged  a  philosophy 
and  gut  feeling  which  prob¬ 
ably  had  its  source  in  Big- 
lands  past,  and  had  little 
to  do  with  the  'Fascist' 
revolt  against  the  old 
corrupt  democratic  systems 
that  was  then  sweeping 
Europe. 

The  philosophy  at  British 
Uhlan  cannot  adequately  be 
described.  Fbr  its  imrtm  s 


They  also  knew  whether  or 
not  a  war  would  be  Its 
ally,  that  their  greatest 
struggle  and  sacrifice 
would  be  in  their  date  with 

Destiny,  that  Spenglarlan 
spiritual  descent  from  the 
highest  peek  of  Western 
culture  into  barhnriaa.Chly 
Mosley  and  his  men  clearly 
understood  the  great  think¬ 
er's  prophesy  of  things  to 
cone, and  they  alone  delib¬ 
erately  accepted  all  the 
inevitable  sacrifice  in 


ergency  powers  to  close  it 
down  on  the  fraudulent 
'suggestion'  that  its  memb¬ 
ers  were  potential,  traitors 
but  in  reality  because  of 
its  influence,  and  to  sil¬ 
ence  its  voice  in  its  per¬ 
fectly  legal  opposition  to 
the  war. 

In  1936,  using  the  Chble 
Street  riot  as  a  pretence, 
the  Government  banned  'pol¬ 
itical  uniforms'  which  they 
hoped  would  'crush  Mosley'. 
The  effect  was  the  opposite 
and  perhaps  because  of 
far  the  Movement  developed 


its  meaning  was  within  its 
title  and  was  total.  A  com¬ 
plete  unity  of  past, present 
and  future;  of  young  and 
old;  bh  ■  ir»»i  and  artisan, 
plebian  and  aristocrat,  men 
and  wenen,  non  with 
ro turn, and  above  all  a  real 
and  true  union  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  people  that  mold 
make  all  things  possible. 

The  young  Masleyite  of 
the  late  1 930  's  could  no 
longer  wear  the  blade  shirt 
but  the  spirit  of  the  early 
days  was  ever  present.  Be 
book  his  stanoe,  planted  his 


their  challenge  to  'the 
winds  of  Destiny'. 

So  British  UMen  marched 
an  to  its  last  fight  and 
its  mashers  ultimate  sacr- 
f  Ice,  Incarcerated  in  con¬ 
centration  canp  and  death 
in  battle  an  the  war  that 
far  Britain's  future  they 
had  given  their  all  to 
prevent. 

Oi  this  60th  amlversary 
of  the  birth  at  British 
Uhlan,  with  the  spirits  af 
those  with  whom  we  few  that 
are  left  marched,  bathing 
the  air  around  as,  let  us 


end  with  the  concluding 
words  af  that  First  Anni¬ 
versary  Blackshirt. 


Rad  British  Ukilcn  'withered  away'?  Mosley  speaks 
to  police  estimated  40,000  at  thlstcn  an  NAY  DAY 
20,000  Blackshirts  marched  there  mid  local  paper 


BRITAIN'S 

SUICIDE 

"Mind  Britain's  Business" 

and  had  argued  consistent¬ 
ly  that  the  proper  place 
to  defend  the  frontiers  of 
the  British  Bnpire  war, 
those  frontiers. 

In  his  autobiography 
puhllshed  in  1968  Mosley 
wrote: 

"The  League  at  Nations, 


which  in  my  youth  I  had  so 
eagerly  supported  as  a  new 
instnaent  of  world  peace, 
had  failed.  ..and  by  this 
time  had  been  turned  into 
an  instrument  of  the  bal¬ 
ance  at  power  which  firm 
historic  experience  I  had 
regarded  as  an  inevitable 
prelude  to  war.  The  bal¬ 
ance  of  power  had  always 
brought  war,  and  now  it 
had  returned  with  the  Axis 


powers  in  one  scdle  and 
the  League  powers  in  the 
other. ..." _ 

Other  peoples  and  nat¬ 
ions  also  suffered  great 
destruction  and  loss  of 
life  during  the  wars  of 
the  Twentieth  CBitury  but 
have  nevertheless  retained 
their  vitality  and  special 
qualities  and  characteris¬ 
tics. 


But  it  seems  that  far 
democratic  Britain  -  where 
a  citizen's  rights  are 
ccnsidered  to  be  tar  more 
important  than  his  duties 
-  it  has  al.l ,  been  too 
ouch:  the  spirit, the  hano- 
geneity  and  the  will  to 
great  achievement  have 
vanished  -  replaced  by  the 
despicable  and  degenerate 
Pop  and  Pink  'Culture'  of 
its  Permissive  Society. 
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‘FIRST  SQUADRON  TO  DRAW  BLOOD’  m  a£Mdron ^^zsepte^^u^ 

—  T  —  All  Aircraft  reached  abjective.  No.1  Section  attack¬ 

ed  ty  9  German  Fighters  -  one  claimed  shot  down  by  F/O  leech.  German  merchant  ship  successfully  Hvdwi  and 
set  an  fixe  by  aj/ldr  lea b.  No.  4  Section  encountered  heavy  A/A  fire  but  in  tmbing  a  Battleship 

EVER  SINCE  the  1986  fledgling  ORATE  3  revealed  the  poignant  story  of  the  ^ 

deaths  of  young  Mosley  Men  BROC3CING  and  DAY, the  last  war's  first  casualties,  ^  ^  return  to 
there  has  been  constant  demand  far  copies. So  we  feel  it  appropriate  an  this  and  were  reported  miss- 
anniversary  of  their  deaths, and  the  60th  Anniversary  of  British  Uhlan  from  ing.  First  squadron  to 
which  they  sprung, to  reprint  it, with  minor  amenttoent,as  it  was  published.  draw  blood. 


GREATER  G' - 


MOSLEY  MEN  THE 
FIRST  CASUALTIES 

-  'AND  THEV  CALLED  THEM  TRAITORS' 

CM  Tins  forty-seventh  anniversary  of  the  start  of  the  last  Kir,  we  throw  the 
lie  of  the  century  -  that  KKHY  and  his  supporters  were  pafcentlcnal  traitors 
and  would  have  betrayed  their  omiLty  given  chance  -  back  in  the  faces  of 
those  who  still  wish  bo  keep  covered  the  real  truth  of  the  Blackshirt  sacri¬ 
fice  in  the  service  of  their  country,  we  reveal,  that  even  before  the  politic¬ 
ians  of  the  day  had  clacked  their  pious, hypocritical  way  through  a  days  debate 
following  the  declaration  of  war,  two  young  ■’idxus  of  FWTISH  UNION  lay  dead, 
killed  In  action  in  the  war  they  and  their  comrades  had  fought  tooth  and  nail 
to  prevent. 

The  FIRST  official  casualty  of  the  War,  a  Mosley  Blackshirt, followed  by 
another  an  the  same  list  and  In  the  sear*  action. MO  11  Off  CM2J33  THEM  TRAITORS! 

Royal  Air  Faroe  ground  crew,  acting  __ 

volunteer  air-gunners  far  the  day,20-yr  — ■ — * — 

ald  M2  KEfWETH  DAT,  and  22-yr  old  M2  I 

(HRGE  BROCKING,  died  together  when  I  J 

Hw»i t  Wellingbon  L4275  was  blown  out  of  ^ 

the  sky  during  a  boobing  raid  of  6  No.  9  | HjjiB 

Squadron  Wellingtons  from  Bonington,  -  — 

Suffolk,  cn  Geimin  battleships  at 

HWHSHUITH,  at  the  mouth  of  the  KEH  ■" 

Omal  on  the  seoond  day  of  the  War.  ^ 

The  body  of  yoig  Ken  Day  was  picked  'v  I 

10  days  later  by  a  cargo  steamer  be- 
tween  Elbe  Lightships  1  and  11  and  bur- 

led  two  days  later  with  full  military  «A, 

henours  at  CUxhaven  Ctemetery.  The  body  _ 

of  his  ycxmg  friend  Gocrgc  Broking  was  Sou.dron  v.mn*ioo  mtf.t.1939 

never  found  and  his  name  is  inscribed 

on  the  Air  Ftaroe  Manorial  at  Runnynede,  naif  •raiv-i, 

THE  DAY  THEY  DIED 

TWo  Wellingtons  were  lost  in  the  oper- 
ticn  -  one  by  A/A  fire,  the  other  shot 

down  by  a  German  fighter-pilot  believed  Londoner  George  Brooking  and  Ken  to^ 
to  be  Pilot  Sergeant  Alfred  Field  in  a  fron  Essex, were, because  of  their  RAJ 
BF109  operating  fron  11/J077,Nordols,in  service, non-active  moabers  of  Britisi 
what  was  claimed  as  the  first  Luftwaffe  Onion  but  associated  freely  with  &iff- 
victary  in  the  War  against  the  RAF.  oik  members.  One  old  Blackshirt  remem- 


(MOSLEYS  ME8SAGI 
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nl&L,  when  the  hit  NUlstrr  wranw]  the  I 
taB  1—in—  la  the  fcjfel  Ur  taraa  on  1 


(2)  S61Em3  aM’^eent.  Q.rjtaoni 

« J|  14 It H  Pilot  aetlam  Ll.SWrh 

l<l  VMH5  Uim/twn  aa  CUa*  UJ.Slaltarly 


Ho. 9  Squadron  V«1  Linn too  Flight. 1939 

THE  DAY  THEY  DIED 

_ eg9e_2 

Londoner  George  Brooking  and  Ken  Day 
fron  Essex, were, because  of  their  RAF 
service,  non -active  members  of  Brltidi 
Onion  but  associated  freely  with  Suff¬ 
olk  members.  One  old  Blackshirt  remem¬ 
bers  them  as  'courageous  and  reliable 
members'  and  Blocking's  former  District 
Leader, an  intimate  friend, described  him 
as  'a  grand  find  splendid  lad, fond  of 
fun, with  an  ever  ready  smilejyet  his 
frequent  discussions  on  the  problems  of 
the  time, and  the  British  Union  remedy 
far  than, revealed  an  intelligence  far 
beyond  the  average.'  Ken  Day, happy-go- 
lucky  ,had  volunteered  far  and  been  acc¬ 
epted  by  the  RAF's  Advanced  Air  Strik¬ 
ing  Fbrce  far  operations  in  France  and 
Germany. 

They  would  have  died  as  they  lived; 
with  a  snlle  an  their  lips,  conscious 
of  the  odds  against  them,  but  fighting 
to  the  end  -  an  outlook  an  life  that  as 
Mosley's  men  they  would  have  felt  and 
understood. 

These  two  young  men  were  the  first  of 
the  many  members  of  British  OUicn  those 
berms  -  even  those  who  had  suffered 


M  I  ni  n  uj  ru**  unm  to, 

M  L(<!  Mikl  IlnirfBW  >m  Ow  C.T.mocki™, 
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( 015*0303  Ikctlnt  >R««  *.G.l*mi _ 

previous  unjust  interment  -  lie  scatt¬ 
ered  over  three  continents.  Those  of  us 
who  came  back  searched  in  vain  far 
those  familiar  laughing  loveable  young 
faces  who  had  mirched  with  Mosley  In 
the  great  lurches  before  the  War,  now 
know  that  this  hope  of  reunion  was  nev¬ 
er  possible. 

They  had  fought  to  prevail  the  Kir, be¬ 
lieving  it  not  be  in  the  real  interests 
of  the  British  People.  Their  whole  be¬ 
ing  was  to  trdld  the  Britain  at  their 
dreams,  and  they  could  sae  that  evui  in 
'victory*,  a  Britain  relegated  to  a 
small  island  in  the  Northern  seas, aid  a 
weakened  and  divided  Europe  subservient 
to  the  only  victors  and  new  colossi  - 
the  United  States  and  Soviet  Russia. 
They  fortunately  did  not  live  to  see 
the  land  they  loved  descending  into  the 
state  of  a  banana  republic,  but  who  now 
can  say  they  were  wrong? 

In  the  age  old  tradition  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish,  they  did  not  however  'choose  to 
live  and  shame  the  Land  fros  which  we 
sprung', and  while  many  brave  young  men 
died  believing  they  were  fighting  in  a 
just  cause, it  is  not  to  slight  their 
manory  that  we  say,  that  far  British 
Union's  dead, farced  by  their  patriotiso 
to  fight  and  die  far  an  .swarthy  end. 
Theirs  was  a  Greater  Glory. 


Ftar  Brocking  and  toy, their  early  death 
will  regain  an  example  of  the  honour 
and  purpose  of  those  who  fallowed 
Mosley.  A  synfaol  far  future  generations 
to  sieze  and  reveal  far  posterity  the 
further  truths  of  the  Mosley  story. 

Tfc>  those  politicians  of  today,  who 
would  still  go  along  with  the  closed 
minds  of  their  lying  predecessors;  to 
the  oanten^arary  establishment  baked  in 
progressive  liberal  thought;  to  the 
Fleet  Street  hacks  who  would  still  de¬ 
cry  our  story  of  Brocking  and  toy  and 
our  Blackshirt  dead;  in  fact, to  all  who 
the  old  values  of  honour,  duty  and  pat¬ 
riotic  are  anathsnoa  we  say , with  apol¬ 
ogies  to  the  Great  War's  soldier-poet 
Wilfred  Owen  for  some  liberty  with  his 
“Qrenter  Love*.... 

Lie,  amaar,  defame,  you  may  still 
defame.  Ftar  you  may  touch  them  not. 


August/ rv'tober  1 992  _ 


U  Little  is  known  of  the 
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raid  on 


■  J  - - —  -  -*  -  — 

e-Vivrvo  af  Ptrnm<=HrH-P»l  J5  -me  Bate  Qm~«nd  Wtar  DLaries.1985: 
snips  at  UninSlAlllfc^  y  Martin  Hlcttlehrook  and  Chris  Everltt 


THE  DAY 

THEY 

DIED 


"TO  Ot®  MEJ4BE31S  ny  message  is  plain 
and  clear. Our  country  is  involved  in 
war.  Therefore  I  ask  you  to  do  noth 
ing  to  injure  our  country  or  to 
!,3lp  any  other  power.  Our  mooters 
vhould  do  what  the  law  requires  of 
Lhem,and  if  they  are  members  of  any 
of  the  FOrcrs  or  Services  of  the 
Crown, they  should  obey  their  orders, 
and.  In  every  particular,  obey  the 
rules  of  their  Service." 

It  is  doubtful  if  British  Union  members 
George  Brooking  and  Kenneth  Coy  had  seen 
Mosley's  Message  by  the  time  they  had 
hauled  themselves  into  No  9  Squadron's 
Wellington  L4275  just  before  4  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  September  4  1939  at 
their  Honington,  Suffolk,  RAF  Station. 

'He  is  dead  who  will  not 


But  they  would  have  known,  as  would  all 
British  Union  men  already  in  the  Serv¬ 
ices,  that  the  Declaration  of  War  had 
placed  Britain  in  inmadiate  danger, a: id 
the  honour  of  Mosley  and  British  Union 
dictated  that  there  was  no  other  path  to 
choose. 

They  had  been  standing  by  far  48  hours 
in  accordance  with  3  Group  Operating  In¬ 
structions.  Time  to  consider  their  short 
past  .Time  to  debate  the  madness  and  stup¬ 
idity  of  the  politicians  in  leading  the 
sons  of  the  First  War  generation  into  a 
European  brother's  war  in  which  not  one 
British  interest  was  at  stake. And  time  to 
bask  in  the  glow  of  the  memory  of  the 
comradeship  of  British  Union  as  they 
waited  the  call  they  knew  would  come. 

'Be  swift  and  keen  as  they* 

Ftar  Brocklng  and  Day.  both  Aircraftmen 
2nd  and  normaly  an  ground  crew  dut¬ 

ies,  had  volunteered  for  flying  duties  as 
air-gunners,  bo  be  called  at 
short  notice, and  a  S-week  course  quali¬ 
fied  thoa  to  wear  a  metal  bullet-shaped 
badge  on  the  arm  of  their  uniform  as  a 
description  of  air  crew.  Soon  was  to  be 
the  moment  at  truth  as  for  the  first 
time,  in  their  lonely  fixed  single-gim 
turrets  of  the  Wellington  Mkl  A  they  faoed 
the  reality  of  fighter  attack  -  an  exper¬ 
ience  which  in  their  chert  training  had 
been  considered  not  passible  to  slmilafae. 


At  last,  the  atmosphere  of  a  peace-time 
exercise  is  broken  by  a  succession  of 
terse  instructions  and  in  just  over  an 
hour  after  the  first  operating  signal  an 
that  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the 
Second  War,  6  Wellingtons  in  2  flights  of 
3  roared  off  the  Suffolk  base  to  bento  two 
battleships,  believed  to  be  the  Scharn- 
horst  and  Ctaelsenau,at  low  altitude  at 
Brunsbuttel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kell  Chn- 
al. 

And  as  the  Pegasus  XVI 11  engines  vibrat¬ 
ed  over  the  Norfolk  countryside  in  the 
slow  climb  for  altitude,  superstitious 
crew  members  might  have  given  thought  to 
the  Squadron  motto:  "Hk  NOCIW  VALAMIS" 
-  'Throughout  The  Night  We  Fly' ,  and  as 
they  gave  what  was  for  some  the  last  look 
at  the  land  that  bore  them,  they  might 
have  pandered  its  relationship  to  the 
bentoing  of  a  heavily-armed  German  fleet 
at  low  altitude  in  daylight. 

Hie  Wellington's  droned  on  and  suddenly/ 
there  was  land.  Navigation  had  been  good 
and  there  was  the  Elbe  and  the  German 
Fleet. 


By  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 

i'i ih.u.m  i...  ,iwf. . ...  i iv.v<J L>. 


'If  this  be  the  last 


First  in  flying  at  6,000  feet.  Flight 
Lieutenant  I.P. Grant  led  his  B  Flight  vie 
of  3  through  heavy  A/ A  fire  from  several 
cruisers, a  battleship, and  two  shore  batt¬ 
eries  (dropping  their  bentoe  on  a  battle¬ 
ship  at  the  same  time.  They  were  immedi¬ 
ately  forced  to  pull  Into  cloud  without 
seeing  the  results  owing  to  the  heavy 
concentration  of  fire,  an  action  which 
brought  than  safely  heme  to  base. 

'When  the  burning  Moment 


■PHD  BATTLE" 

And  mfa  I «t  Chlfwr  wnrl  SirWh  anfl  Light 
And  a  striving  ever  more  far  these; 

And  be  is  dead  who  will  not  fight. 

And  who  dies  fighting  hath  Increase. 

The  kestrel,  hovering  by  day 

And  the  little  owls  that  call  by  night. 

Bid  him  be  swift  and  keen  as  they. 

As  keen  of  ear,  as  swift  of  sigit. 

The  blackbird  sings  bo  his  brother, 
“Brother,  brother. 

If  this  be  the  last  song  you  sing. 

Sing  well, far  you  may  not  Ring  another, 
Brother,  sing. 

And  when  the  burning  meaent  breaks, 

And  »U  things  else  are  out  of  wind. 

And  only  Joy  of  Battle  takes 
Him  by  the  throat  and  mikes  him  blind. 
Through  Joy  and  blindness  he  shall  know 
Not  caring  much  to  know,  that  still 
Nor  lead  nor  steel  shall  reach  him,  so 
That  it  be  not  the  Destined  Will. 

The  thundering  lines  of  brittle  stands. 
An)  in  the  air  Death  moans  and  sings; 
But  thy  (hall  clasp  him  with 
strong  hands 

And  night  shall  fold  him  in  soft  wings. 

Julian  (ienfell 


other  by  a  fighter. 

Also  involved  in  the  operation  were  6 
Wellingtons  from  149  Squadron, Mildenhall, 
only  one  of  which  claimed  to  have  barbed 
the  target.  An  unidentified  Wellington 
dropped  two  bombs  on  the  town  of  Bsfaerg, 
Denmark,  100  miles  north  of  Brunsbuttel, 
killing  two  people. 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  2  Wellingtons  and 
10  crew  had  been  lost  without  a  hit  on 
the  target.  The  airgunners  in  their  fixed 
single  turrets  were  at  great  disadvantage 
against  attacking  fighters  and  it  was  to 
be  the  last  raidthat  the  Mark  1  Well¬ 
ington  was  used.  Within  a  few  months  all 
3  Group  squadrons  had  been  re-equipped 
with  Mark  1A  aircraft  with  2  and  4  gun 
power  operating  revolving  turrets,  giving 
an  edge  to  the  defence  against  attacking 
fighters. 

Four  days  later  Squadron  Trader  I-anto, 
pilot  of  A  Flight's  sole  surviving  Well¬ 
ington  was  decorated  by  tt!  George  VI  for 
his  part  in  the  raid.  Two  months  later  he 
are)  four  of  his  crew  at  Brunsbuttel  were 
killed  in  a  flying  accident  and  were  bur¬ 
ied  at  Horcngton  Church  with  full  milit¬ 
ary  honours. 

We  salute  all  those  young  men  of  the  RAF 
who  died  an  the  operation.  Some  new  think 
that  they  were  imnecoessary  sacrificed  in 
what  was  no  more  than  an  experiment  to 
best  the  German  defences  and  the  RAF's 
pmfwilrmi  rapaMHHw.  Tb  that  extent 
it  mbs  successful,  in  that  lew- level 
baxtoing  by  Wellingtons  was  never  repeated 
against  such  targets. 

'And  night  shall  fold  him 
in  soft  wings' 


■  «.t>, »*i>g  ■  nl/-  i 


were  never  bo  learn  of  the 


breaks' 

Bracking  and  Day's  A  Flight  vie  of  3, led 
by  Squadron  Leader  L.S. Lento  were  less 
fortunate.  Running  in  some  twenty  minutes 
later  they  were  Immediately  attacked  by  9 
Messerschmitt  109  fighters  scrantoled  out 
of  the  Luftwaffe  Nordholz  base,  farcing 
Squadron  Tender  lento  to  jettison  his 
bombs, and  by  accident, straddling  a  German 
merchantman, enabling  a  quick  climb  to 
clou)  safety  and  hone  to  base. 

' In  the  air  Death  moans 


Par  Wellington  L4268  and  Brocklng  and 
Day's  L427S, there  was  no  cloud  cover.  Re¬ 
ports  from  German  sources  suggest  that 
one  was  brought  down  by  A/A  fire  and  the 


ION  comrades,  will  ever  hold  a 
place  in  our  hearts.  Ftar  in  defeat 
were  victorious,  and  in  death 


Deliberately  we  willed  the  birth 


who  was  half  soldier  and  half 


LT«  if  V  [•  fly?  fTj 


iterlallsDB  af  tx>- 


And  BROCKHIG  and  DAT  will  have  shown 
the  Wav. 
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SIR? 


■  I  #i  -»7fT 


rnfrTTiP1?  ■r 


OLD  COMRADES 


3  J 


BOOK  ON  BUF 

HELP  WANTED 


IN  THE  MTO-1980's  farmer 
movers  of  British  Union 
were  kind  enough  to 
help  ac  in  iy  research 
into  the  Kuwait  when  I 
was  at  Chcfard  University. 

Through  allowing  me  to 
interview  them, or  answer  - 
ing  ray  questicnaire,I  was 
able  to  record  the 
thoughts  and  histories  of 
some  45  old  Blackshirts. 
All  the  material  provided 
by  these  men  and  women 
was  reoeived  in  the 
strictest  confidence  and 
no  person  details  have, or 
will  ever  be  released  ex¬ 
cept  with  the  specif ic, 
written,  approval  of  the 
participants.  Nonetheless 
the  material  has  proved 
to  be  a  valuable  histor¬ 
ical  archive  on  the 
lives  and  supporters  of 
Mosley  and  his  Movement. 
Many  who  took  part  are  no 
longer  with  us  but  their 
memory  is  preserved 
through  their  involvement 
in  the  project. 

I  would  now  like  to  ex¬ 
tend  this  project  as  I  am 
working  with  another  his¬ 
torian  an  a  book  on  Brit¬ 
ish  Union,  and  I  suspect 
that  thanks  to  the  work 
of  Friends  of  O.M.  in 
recent  years,  more  old 
Blackshirts  might  like  to 
be  involved, to  have  their 
say  about  those  action- 
filled  years! 

So  if  any  are  interested 
in  answering  a  question 
aire  ahnit  British  Union, 
please  write  to:  Stephen 
Cullen, c/o  Friends  of  O.M 


ttes  not  Stan  W  i  nil  a  Black 
shirt  ^rashar  la  the  Isle  of 
TF T  -  Kmt.not  Ikacx.  P.L 
Quite  right.  I  ns  ilmilng.M 


®ne  Commemoration  ©inner:  Saturday  November  14  RESERVATIONS 
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The  Spirit  Lives.. .The  Rest  Will  FoUow’ 


<1  BELIEVE  that  we  shall  gradually  pass  into  a  period  of  ever 


crisis,  one  after  another.  A  crisis,  then  a 


worse,  until  at  last  we  acme  to  the 


crisis  f  Oswald  Mosley:  Manchester  Free  Trade  Rail,  April  1958 


SLUMP 


Our  guest  contributor 
ROBERT  ROW  its  editor 
of  "Action" 

[Announcement  Page  61 


start.  Hie  1931  crisis 
brought  a  severe  simp,  but 
a  ' National '  government 
farmed  f  ran  all  the  old 
parties  managed  a  short 
boon  in  the  mid- 1930s. This 
seen  ran  down.  In  1937 
Mosley  warned,  **0ie  boons 
will  get  shorter,  the 
si 


@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


R/Sussex  Regt. (attached 
Gloucesters):20:  one  of 
three  Brighten  Br.Brit- 
Unicn  killed  in  action 
in  WW2:at  Stampersgate, 
Holland:  Lies  in  Gael 
war  Cemetery ,  Belgium . 


15  November  1944 


(TTTJ.TES.W/O  John  H:  RAF 


(VR):511  Sqdn:  British 
Ur, icn  speaker :  one  of 
three  pupils  Leytcn- 
stone  tty  .High  School 
who  joined  Ieytonstone 
Branch  killed  in  action 
WW2:Lost  off  Bortreath, 
Cbmwall:  Remembered  Air 
Faroe  Manorial ,  Runny- 


mede.  30  Novenber  1943 


Lt. Albert  E.:  Lost 


is  beneath  which  all  the  vi 


’  will  suooarib  . 


t? 


British  4 
Sovereignty : 

"THE  pout)  tes  effectively 
devalued  Last  night  after 
the  wildest  and  most  expen¬ 
sive  day  an  the  markets 

Britain  has  ever  seen. . 

speculators  brought  it  bo 
the  brink  of  collapse" 

Daily  Mail  SentOTber  17 


the  House  of  Rothschild 


Look  around  you,  and  you 
will  see  a  once  great 
country  in  no  condition  to 
face  this  crisis.  The 
sheer  speed  of  the  mount¬ 
ing  crisis  shews  hew 
much  of  Britain's  former 
strength  has  been  rotted 
away  by  the  old  party  pol¬ 
iticians  who  have  dis¬ 
graced  office  too  long. 

All  the  bright  boys  and 
girls  of  the  media  echo 
Mosley  now.  We  are  back  in 
the  1930s!  But  what  is  al¬ 
ways  forgotten  about  the 
1930s  is  that  they  were  as 
bad  at  the  end  as  at  the 


The  'dole'  queues  and  the  men  in  cloth  caps  have  gone 
but  new  generations  in  their  thousands  now  suffer  or 
face  the  future  of  the  jobless,  their  hardship  unseen 
and  largely  unsung  while  the  party  politicians  chatt¬ 
er  away  in  their  Westminster  coaoon  at  £30,000  a  year 
-  plus  perks  and  expenses. 

If  their  passion  far  the  deprived  is  aroused  at  all 
it  is  likely  to  be  for  the  'ethnic  minorities' 
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i  But  did  you  know  that  he  was  arrested  and 
executed,  on  a  charge  of  treason?  * 


THE  SCAMPTON 


MYSTERY 


By  ROB  DAVIS 


The  Rev.  H.  E.  B.  Nye. 


£{rVTD  you  know,"  said  the 

JLJfarmer  air-gumer  con- 
spiratxarially,  after  we  had 
the  hangar  doors  open  far 
about  four  hours,  "that 
there  was  a  priest  who  was 
in  league  with  an  RAF  offi¬ 
cer,  who  had  a  wireless 
transnitter  in  the  steeple 
of  his  church,  and  was 
sending  secrets  to  the 
Germans?" 

I  was  immediately  inter¬ 
ested.  "Ttell  me  more,"  I 
said  eagerly. 

The  air-gunner  looked  in¬ 
to  his  pint  pot  as  if  real¬ 
ising  that  he  had  drunk  a 
little,  and  said  a  lot,  too 
much. He  shook  his  heed  slow¬ 
ly.  "I  shouldn't  tell  you 
really.  It  wets  a  long  time 
ago,  just  after  the  war 
began . " 

**  _  ** 

"But  did  you  know,"  went 
on  the  WAAF, "that  the  Squad¬ 
ron  loader  was  arrested  and 
executed  an  a  charge  of 
treason?" 

*•*_*+ 

Legend  is  a  curious  thing. 
It  grows  stealthily  around 
true  stories,  bending  the 
core  of  their  veracity, adding 
and  discarding  where  it  will. 
Like  most  legends,  it  has  its 
roots  in  truth,  and  like  most 
legends,  it  is  eighty  percent 
folklore. Did  Robin  Hood  fight 
the  Sheriff  of  NottinghamTDid 
King  Arthur  draw  Excalibur 
from  the  stone TCould  a  parish 
priest  be  a  traitor, and  tran¬ 
smit  secrets  to  the  enemy? 

What  I  have  come  to  think 
of  as  "Die  Scampbcn  Mystery" 
is  an  intriguing  series  of 
events.  It  has  its  roots  in 
the  early  days  of  British 
Fascism  and  the  tips  of  its 
leaves  still  permeate  into 
today's  attitudes  and  happen¬ 
ings.  The  research  for  it  has 
taken  me  far  and  wide  over 
the  last  six  years ,  and 
even  today  there  are  frust¬ 
rating  gaps  in  the  story, sane 
of  which  will  not  be  filled 
until  well  into  the  next 
century. 

It's  beginnings  lie  in  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley's  Blackshirts. I 
can  remember  my  late  father 
describing  Mosley  as  "a 
blackguard  and  a  traitor"  and 


until  I  knew  better, I  had  the 
same  opinion.  Having  delved 
into  the  entire  concept  and 
beliefs  of  the  Blackshirt 
organisation,  I  am  new  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  opposite. 

Che  of  Mosley's  keen  supp¬ 
orters  from  the  early  days 
was  a  cleric,  Harold  Eustace 
Bertram  Nye.  From  a  disting¬ 
uished  ecclesiastical  back¬ 
ground,  Fr  Nye  was  highly  re¬ 
garded  in  Saanpton  as  an  old 
fashioned  gentleman;  kind, 
generous,  warm  hearted,  who 
took  local  children  an  day 
trips  and  seaside  holidays. 
Having  taken  his  BA  in  1912 
in  Dublin,  he  held  minister¬ 
ial  positions  at  Heigham, Mat- 
lock  •  and  Chelmsford  before 
becoming  Rector  of  Scampbcn 
in  1924.  How  he  became  a 
follower  of  Mosley  is  unknown 
but  he  was  a  regular  contrib¬ 
utor  to  the  BUF's  newspaper 
"Action"  which  as  late  as 
July  1939  published  his  art¬ 
icle  "Chn  Christians  Seek 
Friendship  with  Atheistic 
Russia?" 

Fr.Nye's  parishioners,  per¬ 
haps  with  village  clannish¬ 
ness,  looked  upon  him  as  a 
harmless  political  eooentric. 
Scampton  was  a  backwater  in 
those  days  and  on  reflection 
it  is  doubtful  that  any  of 
them  actually  read  "Action" 
but  Fr  Nye's  political  lean¬ 
ings  were  not  taken  seriously 
in  the  parish  until  after  the 
outbreak  of  war. 

As  the  situation  in  France 
worsened  during  the  early 
simmer  of  1940  and  the  Ger¬ 
mans  closed  on  Dunkirk,  the 
Government,  in  May,  rapidly 
passed  the  "Defence  of  the 
Realm  Act"  which  under  the 
notorious  Section  18b,  gave 
them  power  to  arrest  and  im¬ 
prison  virtually  anyone  they 
wished,  without  trial  or  app¬ 
eal  .  Many  Englishmen  and  wom¬ 
en  loyal  to  King  and  Cbuntry 
were  unfairly  hustled  away  to 
internment  camps,  where  they 
languished  for  years,  unable 
to  secure  either  fair  trial 
or  release  until  the  tide  of 
the  war  had  turned  and  they 
were  no  longer  considered  to 
be  security  risks. 

Just  a  few  hundred  yards  up 
the  road  from  the  Rectory  is 
.Scampton  Aerodrome,  where  as 
soon  as  war  was  declared. 


George  Lerwill, Johnnie  Chick, 
Oscar  Bridgeman,  Jamie  Pit- 
cairn-Hill  "'and  other  stal¬ 
warts  of  49  and  83  Squadrons 
were  feeling  their  way  into 
bomber  opperatiens.  (Ftellcw 
Berber  Ctmmand  devotees  will 
know  that  Guy  Gibson  cut  his 
operational  teeth  flying 
Hampdens  with  them  from 
Scampton  in  these  early  pion¬ 
eering  days.)  At  that  time, 
the  Bcmber  Barons  were  often 
dropping  nothing  more  off¬ 
ensive  than  leaflets, although 
one  ex -gunner  I  spoke  to 
had  the  interesting  habit  of 
removing  well-appointed 
bricks  from  the  airmens'  uri¬ 
nal  wall  and  pushing  them  out 
over  German  towns! 

At  Scampton  at  this  time 
and  working  on  the  Intelli¬ 
gence  and  Operations  staff 
was  a  Squadron  Leader  John 
Wallace  Thcmscn,  a  Soot,  from 
his  rank  presumably  a  career 
officer.  Active  cn  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Duties  staff  from  early 
September  1939,  he  had  been 
posted  in  from  Cranwell  in 
mid-September  and  was  cn  the 
staff  of  Sqn  I  dr  Pitt, head  of 
Int/Ops  at  the  time.  Che  wit¬ 
ness  told  me  that  Thcmscn 
wore  the  Military  Cross  ribb¬ 
on,  but  I  have  found  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  such  being  awarded, 
although  he  was  Mentioned  in 
Despatches  cn  April  4th  1917, 
then  a  Second  Lieutenant  with 
11  Squadron,  RPC. 

Did  Thomsen  meet  Nye? 

Thcmscn  is  described  as  "a 
greying  figure  in  the  Anthony 
Eden  mould"  and  was  also  a 
BUF  member,  although  there  is 
nothing  to  suggest  that  he 
submitted  articles  for  the 
BUF's  newspaper.  He  had  no 
connection  with  the  Lincoln 
Branch  of  the  BUF,  and  prob¬ 
ably  belonged  to  another 
branch. 

Having  read  his  writings  in 
Action  he  would  certainly  of 
known  of  Nye.  Whether  or  not 
the  two  met  whilst  Thomson 
was  posted  to  Scampton  is  no 
more  than  a  guess.  I  suggest 
they  did,  as  the  Rectory  and 
the  Aerodrome  are  very  close 
and  both  were  BUF  members.  It 
would  be  natural  for  them  to 
meet,  if  only  on  an  informal, 
private  basis. 


—About  the  Author  — 

Aercdranologist  ROB  DAVIS 

became  interested  in  war¬ 

time  aviation  when  as  a 
boy  he  was  given  copies 
of  Paul  Brickhill's  Reach 
For  The  Sky  and  The  Dam 
Busters.  Fbr  many  years 
he  had  read  Fighter  pil¬ 
ot  stories  but  in  early 
1980s  became  mare  inter¬ 
ested  in  Bcmber  Ctnmand 
and  read  avidly  on  the 
subject. 

Whilst  making  an  in 
depth  study  of  wartime 
aerodromes, he  came  across 
the  Scampton  Mystery  and 
spent  many  years  turning 
up  facts  and  witnesses. 

A  oenputer  programmer, 
he  is  38  and  enjoys  pro¬ 
gramming  and  computer 
communications  as  well  as 
delving  into  Barber  Comm¬ 
and's  history. 


In  late  October  1939,  49 
Squadron  raided  enemy  terri¬ 
tory  and  as  weather  prevented 
their  landing  back  at  Scamp- 
ton  the  squadron  spent  the 
night  away  from  base  .A  day  or 
so  later,  in  early  November, 
Flight  Lieutenant  George  Ler¬ 
will  was  in  his  offioe  catch¬ 
ing  up  on  paperwork  when  he 
received  a  message  that  two 
plain  clothes  men  would  like 
to  see  him. 

"What's  this  all  about?"  he 
asked. 

The  two  men  showed  no  cre¬ 
dentials  ,  but  as  they  had 
passed  through  the  Main  Gate 
-  especially  vigilant  in  the 
present  conditions  -  Flt/Lt 
Lerwill  assumed  they  were 
Secret  Servicemen. 

"Do  you  own  a  Hillman  car, 
registration  no  DI949?" 

The  F/Lt  nodded.  "Yes,  and 
I'm  sorry  that  the  tax  has 
run  out,  but  I  have  been  busy 
flying.  I  promise  I'll  do  it 
tomorrow." 

"It's  not  the  tax,"  replied 
one  of  the  men, "Who  was  using 
your  car  a  couple  of  nights 
ago?" 

"Nobody. It's  kept  locked  up 
in  ny  garage." 

“Where  were  you?" 

"Flying  operations.  We  all 
landed  away,  so  nobody  had  the 
car." 

The  man  went  cn,  "We  have 
reason  to  believe  that  a  tall 
RAF  Officer  used  your  car  to 
visit  the  Scampton  Rectory. Do 
you  know  who  that  officer 
■night  be?" 

"Not  the  least  idea,  sorry; 
it  certainly  wasn't  me.  Now 
what's  this  about  anyway?” 

"Never  mind. And  forget  that 
we  ever  spoke  to  you." 

F/Lt  Lerwill' s  operational 
flying  soon  put  the  visit  out 
of  his  mind.  I  have  not 
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discovered  any  evidence 
to  suggest  that  at  the  time, 
anything  further  came  out  of 
the  matter. 

Ctaoe  the  18b  amendnent  to 
the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act 
had  been  passed  seme  seven 
months  later,  the  Government 
made  a  rapid  swoop  on  known 
Blackshirts  and  anyone  else 
considered  to  be  a  security 
risk,  real,  potential,  or  im¬ 
agined.  In  the  weeks  irtmedi- 
ately  following,  some  700  to 
800  Blackshirts  ««re  arrested 
and  detained. 

Rev  arrested 

In  the  first  days  of  July 
1940,  the  newly-formed  Scamp- 
ton  Local  Defence  Volunteers 
(at  the  end  of  July  to  be  re¬ 
named  the  Home  Guard)  were 
called  out  by  more  men  in 
plain  clothes .The  aorporal  in 
charge  of  the  IXN  unit,  a 
brisk ,  tough-but-fair  type , 
and  a  former  boy  soldier 
frem  the  First  World  War,  was 
instructed  to  escort  the 
plain  clothes  men  to  the  Rec¬ 
tory  when?  his  platoon  were 
present  for  the  arrest  of 
Ft  Nye. 

Nye,  branded  guilty  without 
trial,  was  sent  to  several 
internment  carps  .ending  up  at 
Fever il  Chop  at  Peel  in  the 
Isle  of  Man.  Fbr  a  man  of  his 
nature, a  scholarly  ecclesias¬ 
tical  gentleman,  it  mist  have 
all  been  a  terrific  shock. 
Squadron  leader 
Court  Martial  led 

The  Security  Services 
pounced  on  Thomson.  but  what 
happened  to  him  is  less 
clear.  I  suggest  that  the 
RAF's  cwn  security  people 
took  control  of  him  because 
on  June  19  1940  he  was  posted 
to  Uxbridge  -  a  had  sign  - 
under  a  Judiciary  notice, 
where  he  was  Cburt 
Martialled. 

The  nature  of  his  offence 
and  the  outcome  are  still  re¬ 
garded  as  classified,  but  he 
finished  up  under  an  18b  De¬ 
tention  Order  at  lirytm  C hop 
near  Liverpool,  a  newly  built 
Cbuncil  Estate  which  was 
turned  into  an  Interment 
Chop  by  the  simple  expedient 
of  throwing  a  barbed  wire 
fence  around  it. 

RAF's  Blackshirts 

Many  BUF  members  both  here 
and  elsewhere,  loyal  to  King 
and  Country,  were  cruelly 
treated  by  unsympathetic  Army 
guards  and  interrogators,  and 
their  willingness  to  volun¬ 
teer  far  military,  modi  cal  ar 
non -oemba tent  duties  was  of¬ 
ten  ignored.  Nevertheless, 
many  Blackshirts  served  act¬ 
ively  in  the  Services  and  no 
small  ranter  distinguished 
themselves,  especially  in  the 


RAF.  In  fact  the  very  first 
casualties  of  the  War  includ¬ 
ed  two  BUF  matters,  AC2s  Ken¬ 
neth  Clry  and  George  Blocking, 
killed  in  action  with  9 
Squadron  on  a  (fay  light  raid 
over  Bnnduttel  an  Septater 
4th,  1939. 

After  diligent  research,  I 
traced  Frank  Tbwndrow,  the 
Scaopten  RAF  padre  from  this 
period.  He  was  happy  to  chat 
about  the  old  (fays,  and  I 
gradually  steered  the  conver¬ 
sation  onto  the  Scamptcn 
Mystery. "What,  old  Nye?"  said 
the  voice  an  the  ether  end  of 
the  line.  “He  wets  always  re¬ 
garded  as  suspicious,  you 
know.  Lights  flashing,  supp¬ 
osed  messages,  that  sort  of 
thing."  Then  there  was  a  long 
pause.  "I  don't  want  to  talk 
about  it,"  lie  went  on,  and 
hung  up. 

F/Lt  Lerwill  survived  Oper¬ 
ational  flying  and  years  lat¬ 
er  was  posted  to  Upper  Hey- 
ford, where  he  chanced  to  meet 
a  WAAF  officer  who  he  knew 
frem  the  Scamptcn  days.  They 
t-alkerf  of  "do  you  remember  so 
and  so"  and  for  many  names 
there  was  only  a  mention  of  a 
final  raid,  or  a  flying  acci¬ 
dent.  Suddenly  the  WAAF  offi¬ 
cer  asked  if  he  remembered 
Scjdn/ldr  Thomson. 

"Yes,  of  course.  He  was  cn 
the  intelligence  staff." 

"But  did  you  know  that  he 
was  arrested  and  executed,  cn 
a  ctarge  of  treason?" 

It  was  only  then  that  the 
penny  dropped,  and  he  re¬ 
called  the  visit  by  the  two 
Secret  Servioanen.  Fbr  many 
years  he  had  wondered  if 
there  had  been  a  connection 
between  the  two  events. 

Fifty  years  after 

Fifty  years  later  I  visited 
Scamptcn,  determined  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  truth  of  the  matter 
and  perhaps  clear  Fr  Nye's 
name  if  he  had  been  so  ixi- 
fairly  treated,  or  indeed,  to 
see  if  anycne  in  the  area  re- 
nstered  anything  of  the 
matter. 

The  verger, who  had  not  long 
moved  to  the  area,  told  me 
that  there  was  no  Rector  at 
present,  the  post  being  tenp- 
orarily  vacant,  and  he  showed 
me  a  list  of  previous  incunb- 
ants. There  was  a  definite  gap 
between  1939  and  1941,  during 
which  time  services  were  held 
by  the  RAF  padre  frem  Scanp- 
ton.  Fr  Nye's  period  of  serv¬ 
ice  was  clearly  identified 
either  side  of  the  gap,  and 
the  verger  sanewhat  cautious¬ 
ly  informed  me  that  there  was 
some thong  odd  about  Nye's 
disappearance, and  that  he  re¬ 
turned  from  somewhere  cn  the 
Isle  of  Man  in  mid  1941. 

It  was  better  not  to  en¬ 
quire  too  closely  he  said  as 
there  was  still  ill  feeling 


in  the  village  and  relations 
were  still  alive.  I  left  him 
with  a  minor  donation,  and 
seeking  further  enlighten¬ 
ment,  asked  if  there  were  any 
parishioners  old  enough  to 
help  me  further. 

In  the  light  of  his  warning 
I  ought  to  have  known  better, 
but  in  the  best  Baiter  domn- 
and  tradition,  I  pressed  on. 
The  first  man  I  called  an  was 
bucolic  and, at  first,  friend¬ 
ly.  I  revealed  ray  interest  in 
the  aerodrome  and  we  chatted 
amiably  for  ten  minutes  about 
flying  and  crashes.  When  I 
steered  the  conversation  ar¬ 
ound  to  Nye  I  was  surprised 
at  the  strength  of  his  re¬ 
action. 

"Don't  want  to  hear  a  word 
against  him.  He  was  a  gentle¬ 
man. New  get  off  my  property." 

A  neat  bungalow  at  the  oth¬ 
er  end  of  the  village  turned 
up  another  man  who  had  lived 
in  the  village  at  the  time, 
and  had  been  an  active  par¬ 
ishioner  during  the  war 
years.  "Nye  was  all  right 
really,"  he  told  me  when  I 
had  managed  to  convince  him 
that  I  was  a  bera  fide  re¬ 
searcher  ,  and  not  a  sen¬ 
sationalist.  "He  was  very 
shabbily  treated  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  and  nobody  thought 
the  worse  of  him  when  he  came 
back.  He  just  picked  up  where 
he  left  off.  The  story  about 
a  wireless  transmitter  is  ri¬ 
diculous!  Nye  would  never 
have  done  that." 

1  described  Nye's  involve¬ 
ment  with  the  BUF  and  his 
contributions  to  their  news¬ 
paper.  "Bah!"  he  said.  "No¬ 
body  read  that  thing.  All 
traitors,  weren't  they,  the 
Mosley  lot?  They  didn't  want 
to  fight.  Still ,  Nye  was  all 
right." 

Next  I  travelled  to  the 
former  IXJV  corporal 's  house 
In  the  next  village.  He  was 
present  at  Nye's  arrest.  A 
true  old  soldier,  still  stiff 
and  correct  in  his  late  70s, 
he  clantned  up  as  soon  as  I 
mentioned  my  inquiry .Standing 
on  his  doorstep  for  almost 
two  hours, I  gradually  chipped 
away  at  his  guarded  reserve, 
learning  of  Nye's  arrest  and 
the  fact  that  the  IDV  had 
been  asked  to  watch  the  house 
cn  suspicion  of  the  Rector 
signalling.  This  was  probably 
a  poor  blackout,  but  all  the 
same,  the  suspicion  was  there 
from  the  first  days  of  the 
wax. 

"it  seemed  odd  to  us.  Nye 
was  harmless.  I  won't  hear  a 
word  against  him.  He  did  gone- 
times  let  his  politics  oane 
through  into  his  semens,  and 
I  suppose  semoone  blew  the 
gaff." 

Bearing  in  mind  the  nation¬ 
wide  fear  of  fifth  columnists 
"blowing  the  gaff"  seems  the 
most  likely  explanation;  but 


rememeber  that  Nye  was  well 
known  as  a  BOP  msnber,  and 
would  have  been  on  a  list  of 
those  likely  to  be  detained 
under  the  catch-all  Section 
18b. 

Fifty  years  an  the  old 
soldier  wouldn't  really  un¬ 
bend;  Cureless  iblk  still 
Costs  Lives.  We  parted  on 
fairly  friendly  terms  but  I 
am  sure  that  he  had  not 
told  me  half  of  it. 

Official  records  - 
"began  to  disappear" 

After  this  I  turned  my  att¬ 
ention  back  to  S/Ldr  Thanson, 
and  now  that  I  was  starting 
to  delve  into  official  rec¬ 
ords,  curiously  enough  they 
began  to  disappear.  Certain 
documents  at  the  Public  Rec¬ 
ords  Office, Kew,  were  myster¬ 
iously  unavailable.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  I  began  to 
think  that  maybe  there  had 
been  something  untoward  going 
on  between  Nye  and  Thcmsan, 
and  the  authorities  were 
still  sensative  about  it. 

Having  written  to  my  MP, 
seme  wheels  turned  and  I 
had  a  letter  from  the  RAF 
tellirxgre  that  S/Ldr  Thcmsoi 
had  been  Court  Martialled 
and  interned, but  also  that  he 
had  been  released  in  1941  af¬ 
ter  successful  appeal.  He  had 
then  left  the  Air  Force.  His 
confidential  file  was  of 
course  closed,  and  his  Cburt 
Martial  file  was  closed  for 
75  years,  that  is  until  2014. 

Other  letters  to  official 
bodies  went  missing,  were  re¬ 
plied  to  six  months  later,  or 
not  at  all.  The  RAF  legal 
branch  and  Ministry  of  De¬ 
fence  library  had  "never 
heard  of  the  Defence  of  the 
Realm  Act"  and  referred  me  to 
non  existent  extension  num¬ 
bers. 

Next  I  re-investigated 
Nye  through  former  members  of 
the  British  union  of  Fascists 
which  was  prescribed  by  the 
Government  in  June  1940  and 
therefore  no  longer  exists.  I 
was  surpr  ised  to  learn  how¬ 
ever,  that  "The  Friends  of 
O-H. "  is  alive, if  politically 
inactive.  Their  purpose  to 
bind  together  all  those  who 
have  supported  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley's  policies  and  ideals, 
and  to  expose  what  they  re¬ 
gard  as  falsehoods  laid  at 
Mosley's  door. 

They  are  a  grand  bunch  of 
chaps  whose  feelings  still 
rankle  over  their  treatment, 
and  to  whom  Sir  Oswald  -  to 
whan  they  refer  reverently  as 
O.M.  -  is  seme  thing  like  a 
God.  They  are  helpful,  in¬ 
credibly  informative,  and  in¬ 
credibly  keen. 

I  was  quite  mesmerised  by  a 
recording  of  one  of  Mosley's 
speeches.  He  was  incidently, 
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trained  as  a  First  World  War 
Royal  Flying  Corps  pilot  hav¬ 
ing  transferred  to  the  RFC 
f ran  the  16th  Queen's  Light 
Dragoons .  A  flying  crash  in 
May  1915  worsened  a  previous 
ankle  injury  an d  although  he 
was  recalled  to  his  Array  unit 
in  France,  his  unhealed  leg 
deteriorated  in  the  trenches 
and  he  was  medically  dis¬ 
charged. 


He  spoke  a  lot  of  sense  and 
his  presence  was  very  power¬ 
ful.  A  number  of  former  BUF 
matters  I  met  remembered  Nye 
and  Thanson,  and  I  had  acc¬ 
ounts  from  eyewitnesses  at 
Huyton  and  Peel  Gimps. 

Enquiries  with  various  off¬ 
icial  ecclesiastical  bodies 
turned  up  no  useful  informat¬ 
ion.  It  was  likely  that  the 
local  Bishop  would  deal  with 
such  matters  in  private  and 
without  correspondence,  so 
that  avenue  was  a  dead  end. 
Like  many  official  organis¬ 
ations,  they  bell  you  only 
what  they  want  to  tell  you; 
you  mist  accept  it,  far  there 
is  little  recourse. 


What  did  happen  ? 

What  did  happen  at  Scamptcn 
in  those  dark  days?  There 
is  no  concrete  evidence  to 
suggest  that  F/Lt  Lerwill '  s 
car  was  actually  borrowed  by 
S/Ldr  Thomson,  and  this  part 
of  the  Mystery  is  unresolved. 

I  put  forward  the  theory 
that  Nye  urgently  needed  to 
contact  Thomson,  perhaps  to 
pass  on  a  vital  BUF  message. 
In  those  days  the  Rectory  was 
one  of  the  few  Scampton 
households  with  a  telephone. 
Nye  rang  Scampton  Aerodrome 
to  speak  to  Thomson,  and  un¬ 
able  to  discuss  the  crux  of 
the  reason  for  his  call  arr¬ 
anged  a  meeting  with  him. 
Thomson,  being  involved  with 
Operational  planning,  would 
know  that  F/Lt  Lerwill  was 
away,  and  stealthily  borrowed 
his  Hillman  car  to  call  at 
the  Rectory. 

Word  had  reached  upwards  of 
the  tall  officers  visit  to 
the  Rectory  in  October,  with 
a  note  of  the  car '  s  regis¬ 
tration  number . In  those  days, 
telephone  exchanges  were  man¬ 
ually  operated,  and  it  is 
possible  that  the  telephone 
call  was  overheard  at  the 
local  exchange.  The  RAF 
switchboard  would  have  been 
monitored  by  Service  tele¬ 
phonists,  and  perhaps  there 
was  a  parishioner  or  villager 
with  a  grudge. 

In  June  1940, with  these  de¬ 
tails  on  file,  the  Germans  on 
the  Channel  coast, fervour  and 
vigilance  running  high,  and 
the  Government '  s  emergency 
legislation  just  enacted,  the 


Security  Servioes  came  down 
on  Nye,  knowing  he  was  a  fer- 
vant  Blackshirt ,  and  the 
balloon  went  up  on  Thomson  as 
well. 

Ckioe  things  had  cooled 
down,  the  two  of  than  were 
released,  Nye  sooner,  Thomsen 
much  later.  Thomsen's  son  was 
an  officer  in  a  Scottish  reg¬ 
iment  which  happened  to  be  on 
garrison  duty  at  Buytcn  when 
his  father  was  released.  He 
walked  through  the  ttiytcn 
Canp  security  gate  and 
straight  into  the  Jock's  Off¬ 
icers  Mess,  was  entertained, 
and  given  a  meal  as  his 
son's  guest!  I  haven't  been 
able  to  trace  either  him  or 
his  son,  but  my  research 
establishes  that  he  was  not 
executed. 

Shortly  after  Thcmocn  left 
Huyton,  the  Camp  was  closed 
and  the  entire  contingent 
transferred  to  the  more 
stringent  confinement  at  Peel 
Camp  an  the  Isle  of  Man. 

According  to  information  I 
have  received ,  Nye  was  re¬ 
leased  on  August  25th  1940. 
However  he  did  not  return  to 
Scanpton  until  Spring  1941. 
What  he  was  doing  in  the 
meantime  is  unknown  but  it  is 
likely  that  he  was  convalesc¬ 
ing  after  his  detention.  He 
continued  as  Rector  until  he 
left  in  1947,  and  thereafter 
lived  at  Lytham  St. Ames, 
which  I  believe  was  his 
birthplace,  until  his  death 
in  the  late  1970s. 

I  traced  his  daughter  Beryl 
assuring  her  that  I  wasn't 
passing  judgement  on  anyone 
and  only  wished  to  know  the 
truth  of  the  matter,  but  die 
wouldn't  talk.  It  is  possible 
that  she  was  detained  but  I 
have  been  unable  to  confirm 
it.  No  response  was  received 
from  any  of  his  other  rela¬ 
tives  ,  some  of  whom  denied 
any  association  with  him. 

A  curious  postcript  to  F/Lt 
Lerwill 's  story  follows  years 
after  the  war  ended.  He  was 
serving  in  the  Pacific  as  a 
Wing  Cbzmander  in  Intelli¬ 
gence  and  remembering  the 
Thoascn  incident,  asked 
around,  to  be  told  that  it 
didn't  happen  and  that  he  had 
better  forget  it.  The  RAF  it 
seems  would  prefer  to  forget 
it  too,  although  F/Lt  lerwill 
retired  as  a  well  decorated 
Group  Chptain. 

In  conclusion,  I  can't  be¬ 
lieve  that  Nye  and  Thomsen 
were  in  league  with  anyone, 
other  than  their  mutual  in¬ 
volvement  with  the  Black¬ 
shirts.  Nye' s  character  is 
otherwise  uniin»achable  and 
if  Thcmson  had  been  seriously 
implicated,  he  would  have 
been  detained  ismediately  on 
arrival  at  Oxbridge;  yet  he 
is  rostered  for  ordinary  dut¬ 
ies  there. 

I  am  quite  satisfied  that 
the  story  of  the  Rector  and 


BRITAIN5  SUICIDE 

RE  your  splendid  article  <n 
Britain's  suicide  may  I 
point  out  that  a  further 
large  nail  was  driven  into 
the  British  Ehplre's  coffin 
9  years  after  the  disastrous 
Washington  Naval  Conference 
when  Britain  had  a  Labour 
Government  many  members 
of  which  were  comittod  to 
"ending  the  evils  of  coloni¬ 
alism."  Prime  Minister  Ram¬ 
say  Maoknald  called  an  Inf>- 
erlal  Conference  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  passage  in 
1931  of  the  Statute  of  West¬ 
minster.  In  a  formula  draft¬ 
ed  by  the  ever -generous  A.J. 
Balfour  Britain  and  the  Dom¬ 
inions  were  now  defined 
as  "autonenous  oannunities 
within  the  British  Bnpire, 
equal  in  status,  in  no  vay 
subordinate  one  to  another 
in  any  aspect  of  their  dent¬ 
es  tic  or  internal  affairs, 
though  united  by  a  exmnan 
allegiance  to  the  Crown,  and 
freely  associated  as  matters 
of  the  British  CbrnnonMealth 
of  Nations." 

This  legislation  made 


IRDAlNto 

Country  That  Had  It  All 

•tUBACE"  Auqust/Octdber 


Australia,  Canada,  the  Irish 
Free  State,  Newfoundland, New 
Zealand  and  South  Africa 
sovereign  nations  with  their 
own  treaty-making  powers  and 
diplomatic  representation. 
Henceforth  the  British  Parl¬ 
iament  could  not  legislate 
for  any  Doniniai  without  its 
consent. 

Thereafter  the  one  tenuous 
link  between  Britain  and  its 
self-governing  Doninicrts  was 
the  Crown.  We  are  now  in  a 
position  where  Australia 
looks  intent  an  beoaning  a 
Republic,  Canada  is  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  splitting  up  and 
South  Africa  is  on  the  way 
to  total  chaos. 

Peter  West 


—  and  a  Correction 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE  IN  1900 


At  the  turn  of  the  century  the  British  Entire 
occupied  one  fifth  of  the  Ian)  surface  o t  the 
globe  and  had  a  pgnilatlm  of  4,000,000 

•VXWtACE"  Auqust/Octcber 
The  lost  millions !  The  population  of  the  Britlh  B»- 
pire  in  the  early  Twentieth  Century  was  400,000,000. 
(British  Gtvmi rment  Blue  Book:  tfarch  8  1906) 


the  Squadron  Leader  being  in 
league  and  passing  secrets  to 
the  enemy  is  just  that  - 
pure  fiction,  and  runaway 
legend. 

Thanson  was  definitely 
Cburt  Hurt  tailed,  but  I  sugg¬ 
est  that  this  was  for  an  off¬ 
ence  unconnected  with  BUF 
matter  ship.  Nye,  however,  never 
faced  a  British  Cburt  and  was 
never  granted  a  hearing,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  basic  tenets  of 
British  Justice.  One  can 
understand  the  resultant  111 
feeling  on  the  part  of  his 
family  and  farmer  parishion¬ 
ers  only  too  well. 

Even  today,  the  after¬ 
math  lingers.  I  doubt  that 
we  will  ever  know  the  full 


facts  of  the  Scanptcn 
Mystery. 
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"Who  Speaks  far  Britain?" 
Oswald  Mosley  launches 
Onion  Movement 


Mosley 

on 

Money 

Pre-World  War  1 


•SSiANKING  and  Credit  are 
key  points  of  the 
eoondny  and  their  ocnmand 
is  essential  to  any  effec¬ 
tive  planning  by  govern¬ 
ment. 

1930 

The  whole  policy  cn  which 
I  resigned  (iron  Labour  Gov¬ 
ernment)  t.is  sharply  devided 
between  an  ad  hoc  emergency 
programme  and  a  long-term 
policy  to  reconstruct  the 
whole  basis  of  our  indust¬ 
rial  life  changing  our  econ¬ 
omy  from  a  fianciers  to  a 
producers  system. 

1932 

Ojt  banking  system  is  based 
cm  mannoth  money-lending.... 
Such  a  system  contributes 
little  to  the  building  up  of 
a  constructive  financial 
organism. 

1938 

By  flux  lives  the  financier 
and  by  flux  dies  the  produc¬ 
er.  The  flux  of  the  system 
arises  from  the  unlimited 
l«M’r  to  gamble  in  primary 


Union  Movement  Founding  Conference 


AT  a  parted  conference  at  Westminster  s  Wilfred  Street 
School  cn  February  7  1948,  SIR  OSWALD  fCGLKY  launched 
his  new  ONICN  MOVEMENT. 

Refused  access  to  all  large  halls,  the  meeting  was  re¬ 
stricted  to  representatives  of  51  organisations  who  over 
the  previous  18  months  had  campaigned  for  his  return  to 
politics  after  the  war,  asking  "Who  Speaks  fear  Britain" 


In  his  speech  Mosley  high¬ 
lighted  the  failures  of  the 
current  first  post-war  Labour 
government,  and  reminded  his 
audience  of  the  comradeship 
of  the  two  war  generations 
and  appealed  far  a  new  spirit 
to  save  Britain;  to  achieve 
new  heights  and  gain  its 
rightful  place  in  leadership 
of  a  united  Western  Civilisa¬ 
tion. 

Research  has  proved  that 
the  hour-long  speech  was  re¬ 
corded  in  full  and  the  next 
day ,  Sunday ,  played  to  an 
audience  at  a  street  meeting 
at  Ridley  Road,  Calston.  In 
the  next  ten  days  a  loud¬ 
speaker  van  toured  the  prov¬ 
inces  relaying  Mosley's  mess¬ 
age  to  crowds  in  Oxford, 
Derby,  .  Birmingham  and  Man¬ 
chester.  Within  two  weeks  an 
adited  version  was  available 
for  purchase  on  a  12  inch  78 
RPM  disc  at  £1 .5s.O  (£1.25). 
It  Wc.s  made  by  the  company 
SOU®  TRANSMISSION  who  also 
equipped  the  loud-speaker  van 
jut  no  trace  of  any  of  these 
discs  has  been  found. 

It  is  almost  inconceivable 
that,  even  if  it  is  45  years 
ago, that  a  purchased  copy  of 

His  consistant  challenge  I 
in  his  writings  to  the 
power  of  International 
finance  to  break 
governments  “and  subse¬ 
quently  control  them" 
Oonpiled  by 
RCKERT  RICHARD 

ommodities  which  supply  the 
productive  industries  of  the 
world. 

A  conplete  revolution  in 
our  financial  system  is 
required. 

Post-World  War  2 


"What  a  transformation  of 
the  present  system  and  what 
forces  you  are  challenging", 
says  the  old  world.  "Yes", 
we  retort,  "We  are  challeng¬ 
ing  great  farces  and  we  are 
carrying  through  nothing 
less  than  a  revolution  in 
the  subordination  of  finance 
to  industry". 

*  *  _  *  * 

But  the  key  to  the  problem 
is  power  in  Government  and 
it  is  for  no  light  or  idle 
reason  that  we  ask  for  real 
power.  Hus  struggle  re¬ 
quires  in  Government  a  power 
so  all -pervading  that  the 
financier  who  resists  it  and 


the  12  inch  record  does  not 
exist  in  parivate  hands. 

There  are  now  a  good  number 
of  Mosley  speeches  preserved 
far  posterity,  but  this  miss¬ 
ing  record  is  a  grevious 
loss.  * 

I  would  appeal  to  all  read¬ 
ers  of  CEMRAEE  who  were  at 
that  first  ONION  MOVEMENT 
meeting  to  make  every  effort 
to  assist  us  retrieve  this 
vital  part  of  our  history. Any 
memories  of  the  detail  of  the 
recording  could  be  useful, and 
indeed  a  reader  might  even 
have  a  copy. 


Koy  uummingsi 
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Hackney's  BOBBY  PIPKIN 
greets  the  birth  of  the 
new  Movement  at  the 
Cbnferenoe. 

Bobby  emigrated  with  his 
large  family  to  Australia 
In  the  1950s, and  It  has 
been  said  that  he  became 
a  township  Mayor 


The  pjublic 
address  van 
which  toured 
the  provinces 
with  Mosley's 
inaugural 
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breaks  the  law  may  know  with 
certainty  that  he  will  go 
for  a  good  spell  where  the 
poor  go  today  when  they 
break  the  law.  Once  con¬ 
fronted  with  overwhelming 
power  in  Government  willing¬ 
ly  conferred  by  the  people, 
the  resistance  of  finance  to 
the  new  order  will  break, and 
the  financiers  will  become 
the  servants  and  no  longer 
the  masters  of  the  people... 
Tones  could  be  written  on 
credit  policy  and  have  been 
written  with  infinite  diver¬ 
sity  in  particular  if  with 
broad  agreement  from  modern 
minds  in  general.  The  writer 
in  earlier  years  contributed 
to  these  divers  studies  of 
one  of  the  most  fascinating 
subjects  that  can  engage  the 
modern  mind.  But  experience 
brings  sane  lessons,  and  one 
lesson  is  that  the  creative 
urge  of  modern  man  to  build 
a  credit  system  that  serves 
the  people  and  not  the  fin¬ 
anciers  may  veil  be  lost  in 
the  desert  sands  of  divers 
detail... lb  play  with  credit 
problems  in  the  absence  of 
real  power  is  merely  to 
court  the  classic  inflation¬ 
ist  disaster  of  an  impotent 


reformism. 

1947 

....the  Labour  Party,  which 
has  never  dared  mention  in  a 
programme  the  great  Inter¬ 
national  Finanoe  houses 
which  for  years  past  have 
dominated  the  economy  of 
this  country  and  most  of  the 
world,  should  proudly  boast 
that  it  has  brought  under 
National  ownership  and  oon- 
trol  a  Bank  of  Ebgland  whose 
Governor,  in  actual  practise 
and  for  long  past,  has  att¬ 
ended  the  Treasury  at  regu¬ 
lar  intervals.... So  a  world 
of  make-believe  replaces  re¬ 
ality  in  all  spheres,  and 
particularly  in  the  realm  of 
Finanoe. 

1958 

At  present,  banking  is  a 
bug-bear  to  progressive 
thinkers.  The  reason  is  that 
this  power  has  cn  occasions 
been  the  master  and  not  the 
servant  of  the  community. 
Within  the  international 
system  it  exercises  a  deci¬ 
sive  power,  because  the 
flight  of  capital  in  one  way 
or  another  despite  all  nor¬ 
mal  restrictions  is  possible 
so  long  as  international 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


SANCTUARY  PRESS 


CXK  front  page  guest  writ¬ 
er  ROBEOT  ROW,  Eflitor  of 
"Action",  the  monthly  pap¬ 
er  that  once  supported 
Union  Movement ,  but  new 
Action  Society,  has  asked 
us  to  publish  his 
apologies  to  his  readers, 
many  of  whan  are  "Comrade" 
readers,  for  the  dropping 
of  his  November  issue. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the 
death  early  this  year  of 
Jeffrey  Bamn,  who  was  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Action  Society 
and  of  the  publishers. 
Sanctuary  Press,  an  extra 
work-load  has  been  thrust 
on  Bob  Row,  including 
problems  which  many  of  his 
readers  will  understand, 
and  he  asks  for  their 
understanding  during  this 
difficult  period. 


1* 


BRITAIN 
IN  SLUMP 


INI  IV/ItT  A/IOD I A 


A  temporary  recovery 
papered  over  the  worst 
cracks.  This  simply  post¬ 
poned  the  inevitable.  An 
armaments  boom  run  fran 
America  propped  up  the 
sagging  British  economy . 
Harold  Macmillan  inflated 
and  told  us  we  "never  had 
it  so  good".  Harold  Wilson 
inflated  more,  and  a  thou¬ 
sand  professors  of  econom¬ 
ics  insisted  that  all 
slumps  belonged  to  hist¬ 
ory.  But  a  thousand  evils 
flourished  in  Labour's 
paradise  for  fools  financ¬ 
ed  by  the  big  hand-out  and 
the  free  lunch. 

Then  came  Mrs.Thatcher. 
She  put  an  end  to  the  free 
lunch  paradise,  but  at  the 
cost  of  a  sharp  slurrp  in 
the  early  1980s.  The 
North  Sea  was  gushing  oil 
by  then,  and  on  it  floated 
the  next  boom.  Chancellor 
Lawson  was  in  charge  of 
it,  and  he  added  the  fatal 
stimulus  of  easy  mortgages 
and  rising  debt.  Tbpped  up 
by  the  big  tax  cuts  in 
his  last  Budget,  the  boom 
developed  a  roaring  head 
of  inflationary  steam  - 
and  a  Tory  government  de¬ 
cided  another  slump  was 
needed  to  curb  it. 


WOOSTHt. Omnia:  Maidenhead  British  Union: in  m/car  aoc.  16_ 


,  But  now  all  the  old 
tricks  to  postpone  the  in¬ 
evitable  had  been  tried. 
Mosley's  words  are  new  to 
be  proved  true.  He  said  in 
1937  that  the  slumps  would 
get  longer  than  the  booms, 
and  twenty  years  later, in 
1958,  he  predicted  that 
graver  crises  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  follow  lesser  re¬ 
coveries  until  at  last 
would  core  the  supreme 
crisis.  This  slump  is  the 
longest  since  the  last  wax 
and  the  deepest  since  the 
1930s. 

Mosley's  long-term  pre¬ 
diction  is  about  to  be 
fulfilled.  He  warned  in 
"Action"  in  1952:  "What  is 
ocming  to  Britain?  The 
answer  is,  scrap  the  part¬ 
ies  and  unite  the .  nation 
to  make  a  new  system.  It 
la  nprpgarv  because  the 
old  systan  !»*>  failed.  It 
has  failed  because  it  is  a 
century  out  of  date,  m 
the  parties  have 
krocked  the  old  machine  to 
pieces  by  fighting  an  un- 


The  plain  fact  is  that 
Britain  faces  a  crisis 


DEEPEST  SYMPATHY 


OUR  DEEPEST  SYMPATHY  to 
old  comrade  and  F.O.M. 
Council  ma±>er  SID  BAILEY 


an  the  death  of  his  wife 
Rose  an  23rd  September. 

And  our  best  wishes  for 
a  speedy  recovery  after 
his  own  hospital  emergency 
following  his  bereavement. 


worse  than  the  1930s  not 
only  because  the  economic 
system  is  obsolete.  In 
addition,  British  strength 
has  been  criminally 
squandered  during  its 
'long,  slow  crumbling' 
since  the  1 930s , especially 
during  the  1939-45  war, and 
the  weaker  nation  new  has 
to  carry  a  huge  load  of 
debt. 

And  the  nation  awakes 
fran  its  long  apian  dream 
to  find  that  midgets  are 
in  charge  of  its  destinies 
-  what  could  be  worse? 

Mosley's  long  life  of 


has  been  vin- 


5#  MOSLEY  on  MONET 

trading  on  world  markets 
continues,  and  this  ability 
gives  to  finance  the  power 
to  break  governments  and 
consequently  to  acntrol 
than. 

1968 

The  international  systan  af 
trade  places  a  nation  com¬ 
pletely  at  the  mercy  of  in¬ 
ternational  finance, on  which 
trade  rests. 


“COMRADE” 
Back  Numbers. 


Although  Cbmrade  is  a 
free  service.  Including 
postage,  to  these  reg¬ 
istered  on  our  mailing 
list,  we  do  have  to 
charge  far  back  numbers. 

As  it  is  a  free  news¬ 
paper  only  a  few  extra 
copies  are  printed  to 
keep  costs  at  a  mini  mm. 
Requests  for  back  nunbers 
have  therefore  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  single  photo¬ 
copy  and  it  is  this  cost 
which  has  to  be  passed  an 
to  the  reader. 

In  response  to  increas¬ 
ing  requests  we  therefore 
publish  our  price  list. 
No.  Charge 

I, 10  18p 

2,3  36p 

4  to  9:12  to  16,18,19, 
21,23,25  to  29,34  54p 

II, 17,20,22,30,32,33, 

35  72p 

24  90p 

Please  add  estimated 


Remittances  to  F.O.M. 


II 


and  desirable  that 


in  other  countries,  while  it 


is  supposed  to  shake  the 


whole  basis  of  our  financial 


the  Government  of  this 


BHlffal  fix  Fticrrfc  of  Q.M. 
Othn  Christian,  lOIAwell  Cburt, 
IrrrVn  H3  4H> 


je  Commemoration  dinner*  Saturday  November  14th, 


*LAST  RESERVATIONS  MONDAY  NOVEMBER  9TH.* 


MAJOR  PASHA  AND 
ME  FORTY  THEIVES 


By  ROBERT  ROW 


raaat  MAKR  had  his  sum- 

^5 f  sit  meeting  in  Edin¬ 
burgh  in  Oocenter.  It  was 
hailed  a  great  success.  All 
the  European  Cbwnity  Lead¬ 
ers  were  there  but  the  hagg¬ 
ling  rescnbled  an  Fbstern 
Bazaar.  Some  top  politicans 
carried  an  Bare  like  Ftarty 
Thieves.  Horae  trading  be¬ 
tween  Major  Pasha  and  Golza- 
Lez  Kffendi  at  Spain  went 
far  into  the  night  but  it 
all  ended  happily  because 
everyone  got  a  nice  new  eas¬ 
el  to  ride  heme  an. 

And  they  railed  it  a  Euro¬ 
pean  Suamit!  No  wander  EUro- 
faoes  Third  World  imnigrat- 
icn  wtmn  its  leaders  turned 
Edinburgh  into  the  land  of 
waving  palms. 

This  wrangling  crowd  did 
not  even  touch  the  problems 
that  natter  most  in  Flirope 
such  as  unemployment ,debt  and 
depress ion, just  as  little  Mr. 
Major  shews  no  sign  of  lead¬ 
ing  a  recovery  in  Britain. All 
their  attention  was  on  some¬ 
thing  else ,  "putting  the  Cfcm- 
nunity  together  again"  or 
"solving  Rubik's  ote".  lb 
solve  Rubik's  puzzle  you  need 
calm  and  concentrated  think¬ 
ing  but  Mr.tfajor's  sixumt  put 
Europe  together  again  like 
hashish  merchants  arguing  in 
down-town  Baghdad. 

But  the  big  question  is  MKY 
the  Qxmunity  needed  putting 
together  ac^in.WHY?,  35  years 
after  the  signing  of  the 
Treaty  of  Rome  it  is  still  at 
sixes  and  sevens?  WHY,  faced 
with  problems  like  the  sluip, 
could  not  Mr. Major's  Communi¬ 
ty  simply  get  an  with  it? 

Great  political  leadership 
is  required  for  problems  like 
this  but  that  is  just  what 
the  Treaty  of  Rone  left  out. 
Oswald  Mosley  always  said  the 
political  union  of  Europe 
should  come  first. In  the  real 
world  the  horse  always  draws 
the  cart  but  the  founding 
fathers  of  the  Cbnrunity  did 
not  agree  with  this  at  all. 

They  built  the  cart,  but 
there  was  no  hearse  and  wtien 
General  de  Guile  later  came 
to  power  in  France  he  stopped 
the  cart-  Mien  he  retired  the 
Brussels  bureaucrats  simply 
book  charge  of  the  cart, which 
is  why  it  is  entangled  in  red 
tape  today. 

lorious  middle  is 
due  to  one  reason  only.  The 


be  of  Mat  Mos- 
said,  which  was  that  Bit- 
Gcwernnent  was  the  first 


necessity  of  the  modern  age, 
the  best  horse  Europe  could 
find. 

Then  in  Deoenber  1990,  only 
34  years  late,  the  Cbmamity 
politicians  decided  to  form 
what  they  called  'European  un¬ 
ion'.  The  Maastricht  Treaty 
was  signed.  This  planned  a 
cumiun  currency  without  a 
European  government  but  litt¬ 
le  Mr  .Major  found  it  all  too 
advanced  and  daring. Neverthe¬ 
less  ,  to  ensure  he  signed 
something  they  let  him  opt 
out  of  two  parts  of  the  trea¬ 
ty,  including  the  common 
currency. 

It  was  a  fatal  step.  It  en¬ 
couraged  the  Cbnes  to  join 
Major's  awkward  squad.  Etarit- 
ain  has  nothing  to  shout  ab¬ 
out  but  Denmark’s  problem  is 
too  marry  wet  parties  -  seven 
or  eight  of  these  nuisances. 
Though  their  government  sign¬ 
ed  the  Treaty  without  demand¬ 
ing  opt-outs,  some  of  these 
noisy  little  gangs  wanted  to 
be  Like  Major.  They  worked  up 
an  agitation  and  managed  to 
get  the  Treaty  defeated  in  a 
referendum. 

So  Ml. Major, who  started  the 
rot  with  his  opt  -outs , devoted 
the  Edinburgh  summit  to  lur¬ 
ing  the  Danes  back  into  the 
Maastricht  fold.  He  did  it  by 
Bazaar  politics,  that  well- 
known  Eastern  way  of  getting 
what  you  want  by  handing  out 
enough  baksheesh .  A  large 
bribe  always  does  the  trick. 

Major  Pasha  went  to  work 
and  if  he  had  got  two  opt- 
outs  far  himself ,  the  Danes 
were  offered  four!  That's 
business  far  you. 

Among  other  inducements 
they  were  exempted  from  the 
oanmon  currency.  All  they 
wanted  anyway  was  an  easy 
prosperous  Life  with  no  need 
to  defend  it.  How  could  it 
fail? 

This  is  what  is  called 
'putting  Europe  together  ag¬ 
ain'.  It  mattered  little  what 
sort  of  Eirope  was  put  to¬ 
gether.  It  mattered  less  that 
Maastricht  is  now  a  has- 
been,  a  farce  of  a  treaty. 

All  that  mattered  to  the 
little  grey  man  were  seme 
Banish  names  on  a  paper,  the 
paper  that  shelters  shirkers. 
But  paper  shelters  are  not 
ouch  use  in  a  gale. 

And  there  is  a  gale  blowing 
in  Europe  today  very  like  the 
economic  blizzard  of  the 
1930s.  The  incoming  U.S.  Pre¬ 
sident  Clinton  is  setting  up 
a  protectionist  adainstrat- 
ion  according  to  the  Sunday 
Times  of  6  Deoenber.  In  1930 
the  protectionist  President 
Hoover  greatly  damaged  Europ¬ 


ean  jobs  by  raising  tariff 
walls  arornd  America.  But 
Clinton  need  not  go  so  far 
when  Europe  is  already  in 
depression. 

Japan  was  not  a  top-ranking 
economy  In  the  1930s.  It  is 
today  but  slowing  down.  Germ¬ 
any  was  and  its  collapse  in 
1929  not  only  led  to  the  rise 
of  Adolf  Hitler,  but  brought 
storm  conditions  all  over 
Central  Flirope.  Ttaday,  said 
the  Guardian  of  17  Deoenber, 
the  German  economy  is  'in 
crisis'.  Everything  points  to 
return  of  the  1930s. 

Mosley  said  many  times: 
"When  things  really  break 
dam  change  may  ocme  very 
quickly  indeed  in  this 
ouuiiLty”. 

The  rising  gale  looks 
like  tearing  to  shreds  what 
is  left  of  Maastricht,  just  as 
the  1930s  blizzard  put  an  end 
to  Britain's  gold  standard 
system. 

It  my  do  more  according  to 
the  Sundry  Telegraph '  s  City 

*  hm  HIS  ONE  TRUE~| 

■  ^  VICTORY 

Clark  contention  was  the 
‘Mr, ley  view'  at  that  time. 
It  is  true  that  before  major 
hostilities  had  started  in 
the  West  and  there  was  a 
chance  of  averting  the  Euro¬ 
pean  tragedy,  Mosley  camp¬ 
aigned  for  Peace,  "with  Bmp- 
ire  intact  and  people  safe, 
with  honour,  with  security*, 
but  the  scribes  have  over¬ 
looked  that  by  1941  Mosley 
and  his  men  had  been  lang¬ 
uishing  in  jail  far  a  year, 
having  been  put  there  by 
Churchill,  without  charge  or 
trial  to  silence  this  view 
which  now,  sane  fifty  years 
late,  seems  to  have  its  ad¬ 
vocates. 

But  the  current  controver¬ 
sy  begs  the  question,  why 
were  we  at  wax  at  all?  Brit- 
decLared  war  on  Germany  - 
Remeaber?  lb  defend  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  Boland,  REMEM¬ 
BER? 

And  it  is  in  the  years 
leading  up  to  the  war  that 
Churchill  stands  accused  for 
he  more  than  any  other  poli¬ 
tician  obstructed  and  schem- 
aqainst  Chamberlain 'a  policy 
of  an  understanding  with 
Germany  to  safeguard  our 
true  interests,  Britain  and 
the  British  Bipire. 

But  in  the  middle  1930s, 
Omirchill,  on  the  wrong  side 
of  60,  tes  a  washed-out  case 
in  the  political  wilderness 
with  just  enough  supporters 
to  fill  a  taxi.  Always 
unstable  he  gambled  as 
If  he  had  no  tomorrow.  He 
lived  the  high  life.  Hi  was 
always  in  debt.  His  flashy 
friends  in  international  fi¬ 
nance  kept  him  going  by 
settling  his  debts.  As  the 
Sunday  Telegraph  said  re- 


January  1993 


WORSE  THAW  30’S? 

TIE  30s,  Our  tine,  with  ltu 
Street  Cbrner  and  Miss  In¬ 
door  Meetings,  Street  betting 
and  Mmrcfaaa  failed  to  rouse 
the  British  people.  Instead  we 
were  led  into  MQ  and  1SB. 

But  w  did  mto  the  effort, 
we  did  tryl 

Me  may  think  at  the  90s  as  a 
mirror  of  our  30s,  but,  is  it 
really  90?  Upon  reflection,  I 
think  not. 

Miat  In  our  time  mas  a  hidd¬ 
en  Harney  tower, a  sinister  cov¬ 
ert  aronR  1s  today  out  In  the 
open  arrogantly  flaunting  its 
financial  dictatorship  an  a 
global  scale.  Mafttf  KlCriARD 


cnUwn  of  13  December:  "Me 
are  uncomfortably  close  to  a 


rcnael _ Such  a  platform  nay 

oobb  to  be  seen  as  a  credible 
way  out  -  perhaps  the  ally 
way  out"! 

HAIL  M3SLEY 1 

cently ,  accusations  had  been 
made  'that  dependence  an  the 
financial  support  of  wealthy 
Joe  dictated  his  attitude 
towards  Mizi  Germany  in  the 
years  before  the  Mar . 1 

His  long  life  vas  hardly 
a  glorious  one.  Lady  Church¬ 
ill  said  of  the  1915  Dardan¬ 
elles  disaster,  far  which  he 
was  mainly  responsible:  "I 
cam  remember  when  my  husband 
was  more  hated  in  toglaroi 
than  Sir  Oswald  Masley  is 
today".  In  1920  Churchill 
almost  disarmed  Britain.  In 
1925  he  vis  a  blundering 
Chancellor  and  was  bitterly 
denounced  during  the  1 926 
General  Strike. 

But  -  so  the  legend  runs  - 
when  the  tor  he  preached 
finaly  came  about,  he  went 
from  victory  to  victory  .Miat 
victories  did  the  gambling 
Churchill  bring?  He  bought 
the  alliance  with  Roosevelt 
by  mortgaging  the  cowtzy  to 
American  finance. He  twteannd 
the  monstrous  Stalin,  one  of 
"those  bloody  baboerts  seated 
on  a  throne  of  skulls"  which 
he  had  thundered  against  in 
the  1920g.  The  war's  real 
victories  were  wan  by  his 
allies,  not  by  Omirchill  and 
Britain  was  left  a  second 
class  power  shorn  of  Bsplre. 

But  for  the  war  Qnrditll 
would  have  slcnif  led  noth¬ 
ing,  a  derelict  whale  drift¬ 
ing  off  Britain  a  beaches, 
spouting  wind  and  witer- 
Tet  he  did  have  th»  mn<r 


The  one  gamble  that  paid 
off,  his  conscious  decision 
to  back  the  International 
forges  that  were  nod 
one  way  or  another  to  have  a 
war  with  Germany. 

It  could  be  said  that  the 
making  of  that  dartslm  was 
his  finest  hour.  But  ret,  for 
the  Britain  he  gambled  away. 
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| EIGHTY  UP! | 


Congratulations- 


TO  FATHER  BRCCTRD  SFMOIj.Oc- 


tCMXM  'Jock*  Hjpbii 

_  joined  Llarhouoc  Branch  af 
British  tkilon  shortly  after 
its  inception  ,and  after  hear¬ 
ing  Mosley  spook  in  October 
1936  at  his  successful  nss 
■acting  in  Salan  Lane  foil  - 
curing  the  'Battle  of  Bihlc* 
Street.  Jodc  had  a  granstand 
view  -  he  ws  staying  at  the 
overlooking  Seamin' s  Mission. 

Later  Jock  transferred  to 
N/tost  Bethnal  Green  Branch 
and  became  a  popular  street 
speaker,  having  the  ability  to 
draw  and  hold  crowds  and  the 
Spring  of  1939  found  him, 
with  Limehouse's  Taaar/  Water, 
pioneering  successful  weekly 
meetings  in  Hackney.  Ite  was 
also  on  the  London  speak¬ 
ers  rota  and  became  a  popular 
visiting  speaker  at  Kingston, 
the  local  branch  asking  Nit) 
for  his  services  as  often  as 
possible  and  inviting  him  as  a 
guest  to  their  Annual  Dinner. 
Jock  obviously  liked  to  speak 
and  it  is  said  that  he  often 
arrived  voluntary  at  other 
branches  and  with  his  "Let's 
have  a  meeting"  persuaded  them 
to  do  so  at  their  local  pitch. 

With  the  war  we  believe  that 
with  his  seanan's  background 
it  is  probable  that  he  was 
called  up  in  the  Royal  Navy 
Reserve  and  that  on  December 


10  1941  Able  Saaai  Jock  Mor¬ 
gan  vqs  one  of  the  503  offic¬ 
ers  and  men,  out  of  a  carpi - 
rent  of  1309  lost  when  the 
battle  cruiser  BC  Repulse  was 
sunk  by  Japanese  torpedo- 
bonbers  off  Malaysia  with  the 
battleship  9S  Prinoe  of  Males 
whose  fatal  casualties  were 
327  out  of  1612. 

The  two  capital  ships,  the 
first  war's  Repulse  and  the 
most  modern  and  pride  of  the 
British  Navy  Prince  of  Vfalcs 
had  arrived  in  the  Fir  fhst 
within  days  of  the  disaster 
and  of  Japan's  entry  into  the 
war  as  a  result  of  Churchill's 
constant  pressure  on  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  who  were  acainst  the 
idea,  and  were  intended  by  the 
self -viewed  strategist  Church¬ 
ill  to  act  as  a  deterrent  to 
aggression  by  the  Japanese 
whose  strength  and  efficiency 
the  Royal  Navy's  Intelligence 
Division  "are  very  nuch  in¬ 
clined  to  exaggerate"  he  had 
earlier  told  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty. 

"It  was"  writes  Royal  Navy 
official  historian  Chptaln 
Stephen  Roskill  in  his  Church¬ 
ill  and  the  AtWtirals.a  "shock 
ing  disaster"  and  after  bell¬ 
ing  of  the  Navy's  dissent  to 
the  QnrchiU  pressure,  vras 
"to  destroy  British  prestige 


gathered  to  mark  the  occas¬ 
ion  at  the  Book  Trust  in 
London,  organised  by  The 


which  he  is  a  farmer  Chair¬ 
man,  in  association  with  The 
Book.  Trust. 

Father  Brocard,  who  was 
Quest  Speaker  at  our  1907 
Oi  —  «ntAon  Dinner,  vets  a 
supporter,  from  1936,  of 
BrfHWi  ttiloi  though  never  a 
member.  After  the  war  he  got 
know  Oswald  Mosley  "quite 
well"  he  states  in  his  rec¬ 
ent  autobiography,  and  to 
this  day  a  good  friend  of 


In  the  war  he  served  for 
over  four  years  in  the  RAF 
and  on  release  in  1945  en¬ 
tered  the  novitiate  of  the 
Canons  Regular  at  the  Priory 
of  Saint  fay  and  Saint  Bet- 
roc,  Bodmin,  and  has  lived  a 
monastic  life  in  three  major 
religeous  orders.  He  has 
skills  in  private  press 
printing  having  worked  for 


throughout  the  Hist  and, in  the 
long  run,  mist  surely  have 
contributed  to  our  loss  of 
empire." 

And  to  the  watery  grave  of 
Jock  Morgan  and  seme  800  Royal 
ftovy  men  at  the  bottom  of  the 
South  China  Sea. 


four  private  presses  and  in 
1965  became  editor  of  the 
Aylesfotd  Review  and  has 
since  been  the  author  of 
sane  sixteen  memoirs  or  bi¬ 
ographies  of  writers. 

In  the  church  he  developed 
a  narked  individual  line 
which  at  times  caused  clash¬ 
es  with  ecclesiastical  auth¬ 
ority,  leading  on  one  occas¬ 
ion  to  a  f  iw  year  exile  in 
Canada  for  his  dissent  from 
the  encyclical  ftmanae  vitae 
of  Pope  faul  VI . 

_ In  his  1992  autobiography 

Father  tkocard  is  not  back¬ 
ward  in  showing  his  regard 
for  Oswald  Mosley  who  was, he 
says,  " — by  far  the  great¬ 
est  orator  of  those  times". 

He  was,  he  writes:  "att¬ 
racting  huge  audiences  with 
his  policies  for  restoring 
Britain's  greatness,  and 
putting  an  end  to  the  corr¬ 
uption  and  inefficienct  of 
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‘ANOTHER  AIRMAN’] 
WRITES:  I 

I  CAN  ADD  one  or  two  mm 
pieces  to  the  Scanpton  Myst¬ 
ery. 

In  September  1 940  I  was 
the  unappreciative  occupant 
of  a  single  appartment  on 
the  top  (fifth)  floor  of  the 
Walton  'Hilton'.  My  next- 
door  neighbour  was  a  tall, 
distinguished-looking  man 
who  was  wearing  the  uniform 
of  an  RAF  affioer.  Squadron 
Leader  J.W. Thomson  had  grey 
cropped  hair  and  the  pierc¬ 
ing  blue  eyes  characteristic 
in  those  days  of  so  many 
airmen.  I  would  not  describe 
him  as  "a  greying  figure  in 
the  Anthony  Eden  mould"  but 
he  was  indeed  a  handsome 
man.  In  the  panicky  atmos¬ 


phere  of  toy  1940  if  Thomson 
had  innocently  passed  a  copy 
of  "Action"  to  another 
Scampton  officer  it  would 
have  been  enough  excuse  to 
put  him  an  a  Court  Martial . 
The  Government's  unwilling¬ 
ness  to  release  Thomson's 
Cburt  Martial  or  18B  files 
is  more  likely  to  be  due  to 
the  sheer  triviality  of  his 
offence  than  his  serious¬ 
ness. 

As  for  Rev.Nye,  he  was  ob¬ 
viously  a  marked  man:  he 
lived  near  an  important  air 
base  and  before  1 939  had 
written  articles  advocating 
friendship  with  Germany.  He 


had  never  concealed  hi  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  British  tkiian. 
Why  should  he?  It  was  a  free 
country! 

Towards  the  end  of  the  war 
I  visited  Thomson  with  an¬ 
other  former  18B  detainee, 
Biillip  Love,  at  Thomson's 
home,  a  large  house  in  the 
Barnet  area.  These  two  men 
were  First  World  War  com¬ 
rades  ,  for  Love  had  also 
served  in  the  Royal  Flying 
Cbrps,  in  the  famous  Nmtoer 
4  Squadron.  They  shared  sim¬ 
ilar  political  views. 

Both  men  had  marvellous 
stories  to  tell  of  aerial 
dogfights  with  the  "Red  tor- 
on",  Von  Richthofen,  and  the 
other  fighter -pilots  of 
Jagdges9chwader  11.  In  their 
war,  though  there  had  been 
horror  and  tragedy  in  the 


skies,  there  too  also  been 
chivalry,  honour  and  mutual 
respect. 

£The  reason  our  corres¬ 
pondent  described  No.  4 
Squadron  as  "famous"  is 
because  It  achieved  three 
"firsts":  It  was  the  only 
Squadron  actually  present 
at  its  war  station  -  at 
tosteburefa  -  when  Britain 
declared  war  an  Genmny  at 
11pm  on  4  August  1914;  it 
made  the  first  operational 
flight  -  searching  far 
Zeppelins;  and  on  19  Aug¬ 
ust  cne  af  Its  BE  aircraft 
took  part  in  the  first  ne- 
connalssanoe  flights  over 
enemy  territory. The  pilot, 
Lt.Happlebeck,  was  shot 

down  while  attacking  the 
station  at  Lille  and  was 
probably  the  first  British 
ulrmn  to  escape  (rot  a 
war  zone.  CM. ) . 
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AT  LAST-  a  book  that  exposes  the 
truth  on  the  infamous  wartime 
treatment  of  Mosley's  Blackshirts 


IN  THE  HIGHEST 
DEGREE  ODIOUS 

Detention  Without  Trial 
in  Wartime  Britain 


0®  REVIEWER  PROFESSOR  BRIAN  SIMPSON  has  taught  at 
universities  throughout  the  world  and  phi  1  shed  Barry 
books  and  articles  during  his  distinguished  career. 
His  knowledge  now  extends  to  British  political  prison¬ 
ers  and  his  book  breaks  the  50-year  wall  of  silence  on 
the  Injustice  of  political  imprisonment  In  Britain  In 
World  War  11.  He  Is  currently  Charles  F.  and  BUth  J. 
dyne  Professor  of  law  at  the  University  of  Michigan 
Law  School. 


bv  A.W.B.Simnson 


Reviewed  by  LEONARD  WISE 


0®  REVIEWER  LEONARD  WISE  is  also  well-versed  on  Brit¬ 
ish  political  prisoners.  He  was  one  of  them. 

He  was  in  1936  header  of  the  under  17s  Blackshirt 
Cadets  and  later  British  Onion  District  leader,  Ley- 
tons  tone.  He  was  also  a  frequent  contributor  to  Black¬ 
shirt  and  Action-  Detained  from  1940-42  he  was  the 
1  permitted 1  to  join  RAF  in  which  he  served  four  years, 
an  exaapLe  of  the  political  corruption  that  in  1940 
incarcerated  Mosley’s  men  as  ‘potential  traitors' 


have  attainted  over  the  years 


NY  ONE  at  all  to 
whem  the  Home  Sec¬ 
retary  took  excep¬ 
tion  could  now  be  locked  up 
far  an  indefinite  period" 

Professor  Brian  Simpson 
shows  that  "Executive  Det¬ 
ention",  which  originated  in 
the  'Irish  Troubles '  and 
revived  in  the  First  World 
War,  was  developed  by  the 
Security  Service  in  the  in¬ 
terwar  period  to  reach  this 
point  by  September  1 ,  1 939 . 

In  the  Summer  of  1940  when 
the  Coalition  Government  de¬ 
cided  that  Mosley's  organ¬ 
isation  should  be  destroyed, 
it  was  discovered  that  there 
was  a  loophole  in  the  Regu¬ 
lations.  This  was  hastily 
corrected  on  the  evening  of 
May  22.  Thereafter  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  political  party 
whose  leaders  had  had  peace¬ 
time  associations  with  or 
sympathised  with  the  system 
of  government  of  an  enemy 
power  could  be  imprisoned. 
This  was  so  wide  embracing 
that  it  would  have  enabled 
the  Government  to  arrest 
every  member  of  the  Conserv¬ 
ative,  labour  and  Liberal 
Parties! 

Professor  Simpson  tells  us 
that  Churchill,  now  Prime 
Minister,  had  during  his  time 
at  the  Colonial  Office  before 
the  First  World  War,  "waxed 
eloquent  on  the  evils  of  de¬ 
tention  without  trial."  Now 
he  was  prepared  to  go  along 
with  it,  though  he  would  soon 
have  second  thoughts.  "Hold¬ 
ing  hundreds  of  citizens  in 
detention  had  become  an  un¬ 
necessary  extravagance  and 
assorted  ill  with  Churchill's 
self  image  as  the  chanpion  of 
European  liberty."  "Britain 
had,  within  a  very  few 
weeks, became,  in  the  name  of 
liberty ,  a  totalitarian 


state. 

Despite  Churchill's  misgiv¬ 
ings,  when  a  riot  broke  out 
at  Peel  CbnoeBtratlcn  Chop 
because  recaptured  escapees 
had  been  refused  food, 
Churchill  -  remembering  no 
doubt  the  medicine  he  had  ad¬ 
ministered  to  the  miners  of 
Tonypandy  -  proposed  arming 
the  canp  guards  with  buckshot 
and  instructions  to  fire 
without  hesitation. 

Lard  Swinton,  who  thought 
the  "fascist  scum"  should  be 
exiled  to  St. Helena,  emerges 
as  one  of  the  villains  of  the 
story.  Regarding  the  sinister 
goings-on  at  the  notorious 
interrogation  centre  Camp  002 
(Letchmere  House),  Professor 
Sinpson  writes:  "...having 
persuaded  the  government  of 
tte  risk  frera  the  Fifth  Cbl- 
unn  MIS  was  now  desperately 
trying  to  find  seme  evidence 
that  it  really  had  existed." 
So  at  latchmere  House  tech¬ 
niques  of  psychological  tor¬ 
ture  were  devised.  Detainees 
were  "...reduced  to  a  state 
of  anxiety  in  which  they  had 
little  idea  what  was  going  to 
become  of  them.  There  ves 
mention  of  firing  parties  and 
hanging..."  It  is  hardly  sur¬ 
prising  that  some  who  were 
sent  there  afterwards  became 
mentally  unbalanced  and  at 
least  two  of  them,  Jim  Batt- 
ersby  and  Paul  Jeeves,  later 
committed  suicide. 

Survivors  Of  1 8B  and  their 
families  are  still  traumat¬ 
ized.  On  page  243  the  author 
writes:  "I  have  myself 
spoken  to  an  individual  of 
seme  prominence  in  public 
life  whose  father  was 
detained  and  soon  released. 
His  sister  can  still  recall 
the  ta untings  at  school,  and 
to  this  day  the  detention 
hangs  like  a  cloud  over  the 
family.  Family  anxieties  per¬ 
sist;  numerous  releatives 


to  discover  from  the  Home 
Office  information  about  de- 
tairees;  they  have  had 
virtually  no  success." 

Cbnditions  in  many  of  the 
prisons  in  which  18Bs  were 
held  were  appalling. At  Walbon 
Jail  649  were  thrown  into 
cells  in  the  former  women's 
wing  which  had  been  derelict 
for  nine  years .  There  they 
were  locked  up  far  234  hours 
a  day  in  solitary  confine¬ 
ment. 

For  surviving  veterans 
of  British  Ohiion  pages  256 
and  257  are  likely  to  be 
the  most  fascinatiing  in  the 
entire  book.  Professor  Ship- 
son  describes  how  hundreds  of 
depressed  and  demoralised 
men,  encouraged  by  the  irre¬ 
pressible  Charlie  Watts,  re¬ 
covered  their  spirits.  At  As- 
Cbt  Concentration  Canp  Watts 
encouraged  British  Onion  mem¬ 
bers  to  commemorate  the 
party's  October  1932  foundat¬ 
ion  by  a  ceremony  of 
speeches,  the  singing  of 
Ralph  Cbwscn's  "Hymn  to  Brit¬ 
ain",  Frank  Wiseman's  "Brit¬ 
ish  Battle  Song",  the  march¬ 
ing  sang  "Britain  Awake"  and 
a  toast  to  their  absent  Lead¬ 
er.  This  was  followed  by  an 
Armistice  Day  Parade  of  Ex- 
Servioeoen  at  which  detainees 
proudly  displayed  their  med¬ 
als  which  ranged  from  those 
awarded  during  the  South  Af¬ 
rican  War  to  the  DSOs,  DPCs, 
DCMs  and  MCs  of  the  Great 
War.  Mosley's  Birthday  was 
celebrated  by  some  230  Brit¬ 
ish  Union  detainees  who  sal¬ 
uted  a  portrait  of  the  Lead¬ 
er.  "No  picture,  sketch  or 
photograph  has  ever  brought  a 
more  spontaneous  hirst  of 
cheering"  recorded  Hendon  BUs 


Clement  Hill  (who  contracted 
IB  in  detention  and  after  re¬ 
lease  was  to  die  from  scepti- 
caemia  after  an  operation  in 
Milford  Hospital.  EH.) 

"So  it  was  that  the  mare 
dedicated  of  the  BO  detainees 
regained  their  espirit  de 
corps"  wrote  Professor  Simp¬ 
son.  "There  is  absolutely 
nothing  to  equal  persecution 
far  consolidating  ideological 
belief." 

"After  the  war  had  ended  an 
attempt  was  made  by  Sir  John 
Mel  lor  and  Richard  Stokes  to 
persuade  the  Home  Office  to 
provide  former  detainees  with 
a  chance  to  clear  their 
names  before  a  court  of  law, 
or  to  provide  the  evidence 
upon  which  they  had  been  de¬ 
tained, but  this  was  refused." 

British  Officialdom's  para¬ 
noid  obsession  with  maintain¬ 
ing  secrecy  has  resulted  in 
the  destruction  of  "about  99 
per  cent  of  public  records 
dealing  with  detention".  Of 
the  records  that  survive, 
access  to  most  is  still  re¬ 
fused  -  even  to  the  likes  of 
Professor  Simpson. 

Perhaps  we  should  not  be 
too  surprised:  detainees  rec¬ 
ords  were  under  the  control 
of  a  well-known  Ml  5  Officer  - 
the  Soviet  spy  Anthony  Blunt. 
Professor  Sinpscn  concludes 
that  between  1939  and  1945 
Parliament  was  unable  to  ex¬ 
ercise  proper  supervision  ov¬ 
er  the  security  service  and 
that  the  judges  washed  their 
hands  of  individual  responsi¬ 
bility.  He  suggests  it  is 
time  Russia's  glasnost  spread 
to  Britain. 

If  ever  a  country  needed 
a  Freedom  of  Information 
Act . 
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Detention  Without  Trial 


PROFESS®  SIMPSCN's  study  of  Defence  Regulation  18B  Bunting, Sanley,  Cunningham, Rev. 
contains  many  revealing  and  perceptive  passages  anc^  tkoJilehank.  Reg  Windsor  t 
and  we  publish  just  a  short  selection.  All  roofers  interro^tlm  centre  at  latch 

afcoS“Te  a  "ffSi1 

their  local  bookshop  or  public  library  NOW!  1.  - 

In  the  Highest  Degree  Odious:  CLarervVe/OUP,C35)  which  no  country  could  truly 

claim  to  enjoy  liberty.  That 

•Page  164;  "Cnee  the  RJ  cte-  •  Page  285;  ,vIhe  cumaltive  was  the  freedom  of  every 
tentions  began  M15  would  effect  of  K15's  mistakes  and  citizen, hewever  poor  .however 
naturally  seek  evidence  of  a  unfounded  suspicions  was  to  uninf luential ,  however  unpep- 
oonspiracy  of  the  Right, both  confirm  Birkett  and  his  ool-  ular,  however  wrongheaded, to 
to  justify  what  had  been  leagues  in  the  belief  .formed  appeal  to  the  law  and  the 

done  and  to  build  upon  it;  before  of  May  1940,  that  Ml 5  Courts  to  protect  him  from 

there  is  abundant  evidence  was  illiberal,  disorganised  injury  or  insult, even  though 

that  they  did  this,  but  cane  and  incompetent _ Any  resi-  the  wrong  man  was  caimitted 

up  with  nothing."  dual  confidence  in  Ml 5  must  by  the  misuse  of  official 

•  Paae  234/5*  "m  arrival  have  vanished  when  Birkett  power." 

the  prison  ttore  were  tie  30(1  1118  colleagues  realised,  Which,  as  pit  by  Professor 

degradation  -  the  bath  and  October  1940,  if  not  nuch  remarks  to  this  1942  broad - 
the  baring  of  the  privy  earlier,  that  the  organised  cast: 

parts;  seme  at  Walton  Prison  mth  Cbloun.  in  the  name  of  --  as  if  to  give  final  oon- 
were  sinply  nacte  to  step  in  which  the  muter  of  18B  de-  fixation  to  the  vi®  that 

and  out  of  an  eupty  bath  to  talnees  had  risen  from  just  there  is  no  limit  to  the 

keep  the  record  straight.  100  to  axwni  1 .500»and  hypocroey  of  which  lawyers 

Thus  ^l<Mnyd  the  detainees  the  aliens  to  28,000,  or  so,  are  capable, 
were  ready  for  the  bugs  was,  and  always  had  been,  a  •  Page  383;  "...people  who 
which  inhabited  the  prison."  baseless  nyth."  are  interned  may  be  there 

-rnrlr,  lkrhr  r  •  Page  285:  "It  is  sionifi-  for  years,  with  their  hemes 

frriSli  ^  £  cantThowever ,  that  the  av-  9cne.  their  busiress 

the  stiemn  of^^dtslnval  t-v^  allable  records  to  not  fully  ruined, their  children  handi- 
Ihis  carticularlv  outraowi  document  a  single  case  of  capped  in  their  education, 
those  n*>ri  nf  hi  mistaken  identity, not  a  sin-  anc-  w'*th  a  sense  of  bitter - 

rreat  mWitv  who  9l®  0888  °f  extreme  inhunan-  06x3  which  enforced  detent- 

th^selvL  ^tS^S  itVl  though  there  certainly  ion  mist  inevitably  bring  to 

Patriotic-  ratrlnH^n  u,I  were  such  cases. .Far  exanple  the  person  detained.  '-Norman 
patriotic,  patrician  was  Q  detaiLd  Birkett. 

c^tral  to  the  ideology  of  when  in  •Page  392:  "In  his  Finest 

'  _  .  cancer  of  the  throat."  Hour,  the  volume  of  his  his- 

275:  ’Birkett  s  pre-  #PaQ0  307.  ^  ^  lntolfir_  tory  which  covers  1940, 
ilcament  was  made  worse  by  aH1n  Ulat  Churchill  states  categori- 

Eear-i^Jati  who  „tad  charged  with  an^rime,  S  that  "So  Fifth  Opium 

S^ot  cocrd^d  r»  ckim,  existed  in  Britain." 
ligh  ttiurt) ,  ’might  make  him  be  taken  firm  arisen  •Page  402: "Any  person  known 

^ ,J^8  ca™^ttee  look  both  to  handouffedTand  60  h8^0  been  detained  during 

iishenest  and  ridiculous.  left  ^  canfiMiait  the  war  under  18B  will  be  a 

•  Page  279:  "Given  Birkett ’s  for  ^  q£  the  24  tours"  marked  man."  -  J.W. Harris, 
character,  it  is  willkely  (gurtatlcn  frm  the  courage-  (Wvisory  Board  Chairman) 
that  he  would  have  been  happy  ^  ^  dnacmd  (bald  Hide-  •Page  410:  "You  can  never 
about  using  evidence  obtain-  aon  -  about  the  only  lawyer  really  trust  security  serv¬ 
ed  by  third-degree  methods;  to  enrage  with  anv  r-rwht  ices,  for  they  are  in  the 
probably  these  lnterrogat-  for  his  behaviour  over  18B)  business  of  constructing 

threats  to  security,  and  the 
weaker  the  evidence  the  more 
sinister  the  threat  is 
thought  to  be.  And  the  mech¬ 
anisms  which  insulate  them 
from  public  accountability 
contribute  to  their 


unreliability. . ." 

•  Page  410:  "’Ch  the  death 
of  the  baby  daughter  (torn 
in  detention)  we  applied  to 
the  Home  Office  far  her  bur¬ 
ial  at  her  native  town  where 
others  of  the  family  are  in¬ 
terred.  Permission  was  gran¬ 
ted  only  an  the  condition 
that  we  undertook  the  whole 
expense.  As  detention  far 
mare  than  a  year  and  a  half 
had  deprived  us  of  liveli¬ 
hood  and  earning  capacity  we 
have  only  been  able  to  make 
arrangements  to  pey  far  the 
burial  at  our  child  by  sell¬ 
ing  seme  of  the  last  remains 
of  our  property. ’ 

(Statement  by  W.E. Birch  of 
Norwich,  Beveril  Gsmp,  Isle 
of  Man,  20  Noventer  1941 )" 
Pane  120: 

"..some  of  those  attrac¬ 
ted  to  the  new  nuvcmnt 
did  not  alnply  believe 
that  society  was  in  a 
state  erf  crisis,  far  which 
new  ideas  and  institutions 
of  the  kind  I  have  out¬ 
lined  were  needed.  They 
also  had  a  mystical  be¬ 
lief:  with  new  and  approp¬ 
riate  institutions,  a  new 
farm  of  mankind  would  de¬ 
velop,  a  superman  to  in¬ 
herit  the  new  world  which 
was  to  replace  the  old..." 


•  Page  379:  Professor  Slop- 
son  quotes  frrm  a  radio 
broadcast  made  by  Lard  Si  mm 
in  which  Siixn  claimed 
in  Ragland  there  existed: 

Tia  fifth  freedom  without 
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FRIENDS  OF  O.M. 


Aims  and  Achievements 

BYG0B00N  BEGKWELLl 


Hie  1 986  OOfMEJCRAnON  Dinner:  Lady  Mosley  with 
LtoR:  Fr.Rrocard  Sewell,  Sid  Bailey,  Ernst  Kell¬ 
er,  Fred  Bailey,  Ronald  Creasy,  Mike  Quill  and 
Can  Harms  ton 


CAUSED  TOGETHER  by  East 
London  Mosley  stal¬ 
warts  FRED  and  SID 
BAILEY,  chosen  by  OM  far 
the  Mosley  Directorate  to 
run  his  Movement  after  his 
death,  several  old  com  ■ 
rades  met,  in  1982,  in  a 
small  upper  roam  of  a  Ion- 
don  pub,  determined  to  en¬ 
sure  that  a  Connemara tl on 
function  would  be  held  ev¬ 
ery  year, and  a  non- politi¬ 
cally  active  association 
farmed  to  bind  together 
all  those  who  through  the 
years  had  supported  Mosley 
in  his  long  march. 

Thus  Friends  of  O.M. 
was  born  and  the  first 
Ccnmemoration  function,  a 
Buffet  supper  in  an  Ehst 
Iondcn  pub  held  in  Novemb¬ 
er  1982. 

There  gathered  a  small 
rumber  of  old  comrades,  and 
with  the  air  vibrant  with 
the  personality  of  O.M.  and 
his  large  portrait  looking 
dcwn  from  the  wall,  hands 
were  warmly  clasped  and  the 
old  songs  sung.  At  the  end 
of  the  night,  if  they  had 
not  kncwn  before,  for  them, 
it  was  Forever  Mosley. 

As  news  of  FCM  spread  and 
old  Mosley  supporters  made 
contact  it  became  necessary 
to  spread  the  annual  funct¬ 
ion  to  hotels  in  Central 
London,  becoming  the  Comm¬ 
emoration  Dinner.  A  second 
annual  gathering  was  also 
founded  -  the  (fey  Buffet, 
to  oelebrate  British  Union 
toy.  Reunion  Buffets  have 


also  been  held  in  some 
provincial  centers . 

In  1986  the  demand  for 
more  contact  from  increas¬ 
ing  numbers  of  old  comrades 
became  pressing  and  prod¬ 
uction  of  0DW1ADE  began . 
Planned  originally  to  be 
just  an  internal  newsletter 
it  expanded  to  being  a  ve¬ 
hicle  for  putting  on  record 
the  true  story  of  the 
Mosley  Movement  to  counter 
the  campaign  of  political 
deceipt  carried  out  against 
it  for  over  60  years,  and 
is  new  widely  respected  in 
areas  outside  the  area  of 
dedicated  Mosleyites .  An 
example  is  Comrade's  ack¬ 
nowledgment  as  a  source  in 
the  important  book  by  Prof¬ 
essor  Simpson  reviewed  in 
this  issue. 

This  last  development  has 
led  to  a  further  role  for 
FCM  which  involves  giving 
assistance  in  depth  to  his¬ 
torians,  university  lectur¬ 
ers  and  undergraduate  and 
postgraduate  students  eng¬ 
aged  in  studies  into  diff¬ 
erent  aspects  of  Mosley 
thought  and  activity,  an 
area  which  has  been  expand¬ 
ing  over  the  last  decade. 

A  further  task  involves 
the  collection  and  preser¬ 
vation  of  all  material  re¬ 
lating  to  Oswald  Mosley, the 
New  Party  .British  Union, and 
Union  Movement  in  public 
and  private  archives  where 
it  can  be  made  available 
for  study  by  bona  fide  re¬ 
searchers.  This  includes 
sound  recordings,  moving 


I 

film,  photography,  books, 
publications,  unpublished 
biographies ,  the  political 
1 i terature  of  Mos ley ' s 
Movements  and  the  recording 
on  cassette  of  interviews 
with  former  Blackshirts . 

Inporta  nt  exanples  of 
this  work  are  the  compila¬ 
tion  of  a  full  copy  of 
Richard  Rerynell  Bellamy '  s 
massive  history  of  British 
Union  authorised  by  Mosley 
and  its  deposit  in  1992  in 
an  Ehglish  university;  the 
donation  of  the  only  known 
complete  set  of  BU/UM 
branch  correspondence  files 
—  the  Saunders  Rapers  to  a 
university  library; the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  a  complete 
Honour  Standard  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  Union,  and  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  only  complete 
autobiography  by  a  rank- 
and-file  Mosley  nan,  Black¬ 
shirts  and  Roses. ( 1 990 )  by 
the  late  John  Oiamley. 

FCM  has  also  issued  on 
audio  cassette  CDMtADBS  IN 
STRUCX3J5  (1989)  .SPEAKPC 
PCR  EPSLEY/ANCREM  KERSHAW 
(1992)  and  M3STEY  SPEAKS 
(1992). 

EDM  has  no  formal  member¬ 
ship  and  CtMlADE  is  supp¬ 
lied  without  subscription 
to  all  former  Mosley  supp¬ 
orters  who  register  on  our 
nailing  list;  those  engaged 
in  academic  or  literary  re¬ 


search  into  the  subject, and 
the  increasing  number  of 
younger  born  too  late  to 
have  been  members  but  who 
shew  genuine  interest  in 
Mosley's  ideas.  The  financ¬ 
ing  of  PCM  and  OCHtADE  is 
borne  by  our  readers  with 
voluntary  donations  and  we 
take  it  that  the  work  we  do 
is  fully  appreciated  as  we 
have  not  had  to  break  our 
policy  of  not  soliciting 
funding  OCWADE's  seven 
year  history. 

Although  COMRADE  comments 
on  current  affairs  it  is 
not  EDM's  purpose  to  beoome 
involved  in  political  cam¬ 
paigning. 

It  exists ,  through  CCM1ADE 
and  other  means  to  perpetu¬ 
ate  that  unique  Mosleyite 
bond  of  brotherhood,  and 
expose  for  future  genera¬ 
tions  the  falsehoods  built 
up  against  Mosley  and  his 
supporters  through  half  -a - 
century.  By  their  and  our 
exanple  we  deliberately 
plant  the  seed  far  the  new 
generations  who  by  their 
own  renai««anne  can  build  a 
nobler  society  out  of  the 
struggles  and  sacrifice  of 
Mosley's  men. 

We  stake  our  trust  in  the 
sentiment  expressed  long 
ago  by  Oswald  Mosley: 

"THE  SPIRIT  LIVES... 

THE  REST  WTTJ,  FOLLOW" 


THE  FIRST 


COMRADE 


wrra  these  inspiring 
wards  of  OSWALD  K3SLEY, 
that  greatest  of  Eng¬ 
lishmen,  challenging  the 
winds  of  Destiny  -  warn¬ 
ing  of  that  'long,  slow 
cruntoling'  into  final 
decay  of  out  Island  race 
-  Friends  of  O.M.  leads 
its  first  Newsletter  and 
proclaims  it's  purpose 
as  a  reosbn  far  exist¬ 


ence. 


Inspired  by  the  ever¬ 
present  undefeated  spirit 
of  M3S1EY,  a  few  of  his 
old  comrades  formed 
Friends  of  O.M.  three 
years  ago  for  the  immedi¬ 
ate  purpose  of  reuniting 
old  friends  at  social 
gatherings .... 

We  do  not  currently  en¬ 
gage  in  political  activ¬ 
ity  but  feel  and  urge, 
and  believe  it  to  be  in 
pursuit  of  Mosley's  purp¬ 
ose,  to  meet  and  share  in 
that  spirit  of  Brother¬ 
hood  that  he  inspired  to 
great  effort  through 
succesive  generations. 

All  old  comrades,  true, 
tied  and  tested  in  the 
life-long  march  with  Mos¬ 


ley,  are  now  needed  'to 
hold  the  line'  far  those 
new  generations  -  and  we 
hear  their  whispers  in 
the  winds  -  who  will  one 
day  feel  the  need  to  lock 
back  far  a  message  of 
help  from  the  past,  and 
with  new  clear  sight  see 
the  majesty  of  Mosley's 
challenge  with  those 

'strange  disturbing  men' 
who  rallied  to  his  call. 

We  that  are  left  -  now 
in  the  autumn  of  our 
lives  -  are  bound  in  com¬ 
radeship,  and  in  a  debt 
of  honour  to  those  early 
Blackshirts,  many  no  lon¬ 
ger  with  us,  who  lit  the 
flame  that  still  lights 
the  way  ahead  towards  the 


survival  through  renaiss¬ 
ance  of  the  British  and 
European  peoples. 

With  the  going  down  of 
the  sun,  and  in  eternal 
union  with  those  who  have 
gene  before,  we  make  this 
final  contribution  to 
Mosley  the  Man,  and 'to 
those  ideals  far  which  he 
and  so  many  fought  and 
suffered,  and  which  hist¬ 
ory  might  one  day  record 
to  have  been  even  greater 
than  that  made  with  the 
crusading  eagerness  and 
joyous  laughter  of  our 
bursting  youth,  with  the 
Godlike  Mosley  by  our 
side. 

And  that'^Ihey  have  con¬ 
quered  nevertheless." 
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COMRADE 


Commemoration  dinner 


ti"U  W®*  I  wish  CM  was  here  -  just  the  sort  of  person  we 
l-Jneed  at  present  with  Britain  dragging  its  feet 
l  j|cM3r  a  united  Europe  to  which  we  oust  al  1  remain 
faithful M 

lady  Mosley  was  thanking  everybody  for  coming  to  the 
1992  Ctwacratlon  Pinner  held  at  a  London  hotel  on  Nov- 
erber  14  when  old  ocmrades,  friends  old  arri  rew  and 
guests  from  home  and  overseas  gathered  in  an  atmosphere 
which  has  become  unique  to  the  annual  oocasion  the  ever 
presence  of  that  greatest  of  Englishmen  and  5>jropeans  - 


CM.  It 


perfectly  obv- 


Onwald  Mosley. 

Lady  Mosley  then  said 
she  was  going  to  do  some¬ 
thing  unheard  of  and  be  un¬ 
kind  about  the  guest  speaker 
Professor  Roy  ttocGregor- 
tfastie.  Some  years  ago  he 
had  said  in  a  book  that  Mos¬ 
ley  had  planned  to  march  on 
tendon  like  Missolini  had 
marched  on  Rome  in  black 
shirts  'of  lipeccable  sat¬ 
in'.  "We  can  aooept  the 
Black  but  not  the  Satin"  she 
said.  "The  idea  behind  the 
black  shirt  was  that  it  was 
cheap  so  that  all  could  aff¬ 
ord  it."  Ehrly  menders  of 
British  Union  could  confirm 
this  though  she  doubted  rf 
there  were  any  present .  She 
was  most  agreeably  surprised 
when  two  or  three  hands  were 
immediately  raised! 

Professor  MicGregor-Hastie 
said  in  reply  to  Lady  Mos¬ 
ley's  criticism  of  his  1963 
biography  of  Mrs  sol  ini ,  The 
Day  of  the  Lion,  that  he  had 
been  criticised  all  his  life 
but  to  be  done  so  by  such  a 
distinguished  person  was  an 
honour.  In  defence  he  could 
only  claim  that  he  was  very 
young  and  inexperienced  at 
the  time  and  accepted  the 
criticism  willingly.  He  was 
writing  a  new  book  on  CM's 
life  and  he  promised:  "No 
hint  of  satin!" 

ICM  was  really  a  great 
■on"  he  continued.  He  had 
come  to  that  conclusion 
years  ago  when  contributing 
to  The  European.  "By  compar¬ 
ison  what  a  miserable  lot 
world  leaders  are  today. 
Italy,  far  exanple,  has  dis¬ 
covered  a  new  farm  af  demo¬ 
cracy.  Since  the  end  of  the 
war  they  had  had  45  differ¬ 
ent  Governments, so  everybody 
sooner  or  later  will  be 
President! .  Tbday  the  chick¬ 
ens  are  coming  heme  to  roost 
exactly  as  CM  had  predicted 
years  ago.  The  world  economy 
was  a  cause  for  great  pessi¬ 
mism.  I  can  only  hope  that 
some  of  Mosley's  ideas  are 
taken  qp.  CM  always  listened 
to  everybody,  he  was  never 
dogmatic.  The  mi sannagement 
of  the  European  economy  is  a 
consequence  of  shortsighted¬ 
ness  and  selfishness.  It  was 
no  good  voiting  far  recovery 
Just  to  happen. We  must  think 
our  way  through  our  own 
problems  using  the  works  of 


ious 

that  political  parties 

are 

finished.  They  are  as 

outdated  ns  the  staqecoach. 

They 

have  achieved  nothing 

and 

there  is  no  difference 

between  any  of  them. The  only 

way 

to  aake  this  point 

would  be  for  a  mss  absten- 

Lion  at  the  next  election." 

Din  Barmston  followed  with 
"We  have  cone  together  to 
oomnronrate  the  greatest, 
political  genius  this  count 
ry  has  ever  produced  -  CM  - 
and  the  founds trcxi  of  his 
first  Movement." 

He  went  on  to  discuss  the 
current  political  situation. 
We  were  not  living  through  a 
recession  but  a  deep  slump  - 
100,000  people  were  that 
night  living  on  the  streets 
-  this  is  the  state  the 
old  gang  politicians  had  got 
us  into  -  CM's  pre-wir  pol¬ 
icy  could  have  saved  Britain 
from  the  Hungry  Thirties  and 
the  Second  World  war 
today  the  elected  Government 
does  not  rule  Britain  but 
the  unelected  markets  pres¬ 
ided  over  by  international 
moneylenders  and  currency 
speculators.  "This  was  not 
ttMXRACf  but  DOCCKERY. " 
Black  Wednesday  had  beer 
blamed  on  the  Germans  in¬ 
stead  of  the  real  cause:  the 
ineptitude  of  cur  own  polit¬ 
icians  -  the  answer  to  our 
problems  can  only  be  as  part 
of  a  self-contained  European 
economy  with  a  wage-price 
mechanism  to  equate  supply 
and  demand  insulated  against 
the  cheap- labour  overseas 
competition  -  CM  was  right 
after  the  war  when  he  said 
"We  aust  make  Bnope"  -  what 
does  Europe  inport  frcro  the 
USA  or  Fhr  East  that  we 
couldn't  produce  ourselves? 
-  the  genius  of  British  in¬ 
vention  that  produced  radar 
and  jet  propulsion  has  noth¬ 
ing  to  fear  from  standing  on 
its  own  feet  -  the  extension 
of  our  patriotism  into  Eur¬ 
ope  was  something  to  be  pro¬ 
foundly  proud  of  -  ’l  am  not 
scared  to  call  the  French, 
Italians,  Germans,  Dutch  and 
Scandinavians  ary  Brothers. 

We  have  won  every  war  we 
fought  of  beeon  on  the  winn¬ 
ing  side,  from  the  Boer  war 
to  the  Gulf  War  but  have 
lost  the  peace  every  time. 


**iy?  Betty  party  politics 
was  the  answer.  In  war  the 
best  do  the  fighting  and  in 
peace  the  worst  do  the  gov¬ 
erning." 

A  change  of  system  to 
solve  our  problems  is  desp¬ 
erately  needed .  Government 
must  control  finance  not  the 
reverse  -  and  the  people 
must  control  the  Government. 
He  concluded:  "My  beloved 
country  CAN  recover  -  I  have 
just  one  overwhelming  anbit- 
icn  -  to  let  my  fellow 
countrymen  know  how  they 
have  been  rebbed  by  the  fin¬ 
ancial  establishment  of  this 
country,  and  rebbed  of  the 
genius  of  O.M. " 

Michael  Quill  gave  a  spec¬ 
ial  welcome  on  this  special 
occasion  of  the  60th  Anni¬ 
versary  of  the  foundation  of 
British  Union  to  several 
older  ocmrades  who  were 
present  and  who  had  partici¬ 
pated  in  those  stirring 
times.  He  concluded  the 
speeches  by  saying  that  as 
the  60th  Anniversary  passes, 
"Britain  will  rise  again. 
Lies  are  hard  to  overcome 
but  do  not  let  'them*  get 
away  with  it.  Ttell  them  that 
Fascism  was  a  noble  creed 
and  meant  something  quite 
different  then  that  it  has 
been  twisted  to  become  now. 
Remind  them  that  the  Italian 
Charter  of  Labour  pre-dated 
the  0C  Social  Charter  by 
sene  60  years  and  among  the 
Fascist  'inventions'  it  con¬ 
tained  far  the  protection  of 
people  was  the  introduction 
for  the  first  time  of  re¬ 
dundancy  payments.  So  when 
they  use  ' Fascist '  as  a  term 
of  abuse,  although  we  have 
long  since  moved  beyond  the 
confines  of  that  creed,  tell 
them  it  was  a  belief  that 
tens  of  thousands  of  British 
men  and  women  were,  and 
those  that  are  still  left 
are,  intensly  proud." 

Desmond  Irvine  spoke  of  60 
years  ago  when  Oswald  Mosley 
founded  British  Union  with  a 
stall  group  of  men  in  an  up¬ 
stairs  room  -  a  Movement 


that  was  to  speak  for  the 
Dead  Battalions  of  the  First 
World  War  frcm  which  it  had 
sprung  and  in  which  OM  had 
served. 

A  friend  of  CM  in  the  Roy¬ 
al  Flying  Corps  in  that  war 
was  lanoe  George  Bawker  VC 
who  fought  several  air  duels 
with  Baron  Won  Richtofen  and 
was  eventually  killed  in  ac¬ 
tion.  “Itoday  I  was  over  enemy 
lines  with  Cfejwald  Mosley" 
was  a  note  he  left  to  be  re¬ 
corded  in  his  biography. 

"Mosley  understood  the 
necessity  to  prevent  war  an¬ 
other  war  with  Germany  an! 
this  was  a  central  pLatform 
of  his  inter -war  policy"  he 
continued .  "He  had  the  oour- 
age  to  stand  alone  against 
the  corrupt  political  part¬ 
ies  which  denied  him  access 
to  the  radio  and  saw  to  it 
that  his  meetings  were  only 
reported  with  abuse. "  He  re¬ 
minded  those  present  that 
Mosley  first  put  forward  the 
idea  of  close  European  co¬ 
operation  before  the  war  - 
in  an  article  in  1937,  the 
first  modern  expression  of 
European  Unity. 

The  Second  World  War  was 
fought  to  stop  Germans  in 
Coraig  and  the  Bolish  Qorri- 
dor  from  joining  Germany 
proper.lt  was  a  moneylenders 
war  fought  on  behalf  of  ban 
kers  and  international  fin¬ 
ance.  The  necessity  today 
was  for  Europe  to  work  to¬ 
gether,  "in  rementoranoe  of 
all  this  we  are  gathered 
here  tonight". 

JOHN  BENSON 


•  Dr.  Roy  MacGregor- Hasti e 
is  Professor  of  Social  Hist¬ 
ory  at  Osaka  Gakuin  Univers¬ 
ity,  Japan,  currently  sec¬ 
onded  for  two  years  as  Dir¬ 
ector  General  of  France 
based  Ebst  Asia  Foundation. 

In  addition  to  The  Lav  of 
the  Lien  he  has  written  a 
nurber  of  books  which  In¬ 
clude  biographies  of  Popes 
John  and  Paul ,  Khrushchev 
and  Mao-Tse-TUnq. 


— WELCOME  TO  ACTION  READERS — 

WITH  THIS  ISSUE  "Cbmrade"  takes  aboard,  and  bids 
welcome  to  all  the  subscribers  to  "Action"  who 
are  not  already  on  our  mailing  list  and  "CbKade  in¬ 
corporates  "Action",  and  "Onion"  in  its  title  by 
an  agreement  with  Sanctuary  Press  Ltd. 

My  old  friend  Robert  Row  who  has  edited  both  papers 
since  the  death  af  Raven  Thmson  in  1955  has  found 
that  following  the  death  of  Sanctuary  Press  and 
Action  Society  secretary  Jeffrey  Bam  last  year,  and 
in  prevailing  conditions  it  is  no  lmger  appropriate 
to  continue  "Action"  in  its  past  form. 

I  am  pleased  too  say  that  Bob  Row  has  agreed  to 
contribute  too  "Comrade"  and  in  a  concluding  letter  too 
"Action"  readers  he  writes: 

"The  world  Is  currently  passing  through  a  period  of 
groat  political  flux  and  I  believe  that  it  is  Import¬ 
ant  that  the  Mosley  point  of  view  should  continue  to 
be  made  known  to  an  increasing  nmber  of  interested 

A3  always,  our  work  centimes."  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 


COMRADE 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

"Hark!  the  sound  of  many  voices, 

Echoes  through  the  vale  of  ages. 

Britain  listens  and  rejoices. 

Gazing  on  Tradition's  pages.'.." 

AD*>QCN,John:fonncr  2nd  Btn  Durham  L/Infi  South  Shield*  British  Ikiioni 
fmw  hnart  til  git  in  *ooeleratad  by  9a*  and  wound*  in  action  Great  War  1 
at  47  ha  'died  a*  honourably  a*  if  killed  in  action*  *ald  coroner. 

Dnoffrcr  1534 

AXTTZN,  Andrew  t  P/Off  RAT  1  early  BU  nentaer  1  in  flying  accident fSu**ex.  BU 
RAP  Sdn/Ldr  brother  LIONEL  later  killed  in  action  off  Calais  1941. 

Daoerber  HT7 

AliairOowdt.Kary  CBEi  ex-*uf fragette  and  oo-iounder  first  women*  police 
force  Great  War j Hoad  womens  Auxiliary  Service  1914-40:  British  Onion: 
under  168  house  detention  World  War  2:  Union  Movement.  Baaemtoer  1964 
BACDELCY/Jahn  rraaer sHendon  Br. British  Union.  20  December  1936 

BAILEY yJack : Bethna  1  Gm  British  Onion  and  Union  Movement  x  father  of  FCHa 
Fred  and  Sid:  at  82.  19  January  WS 

BALL, Brie:  British  union  District  Ldr , Efcjplng ,  1 938 : served  "Royal  "Navy 
1940-46:  At  75  in  West  Cbuntry  B  January  1992 

BmUlTfMrs  Joe; wife  of  forwer  Diglish  Heavy  Wt.  Boxing  O^ampj like  Joe, 
Br. Union,  188  Political  Prisoner  -  in  Holloway  Gaol, and  Union  Movement. 

12  tXKxmhcr  1552 

BIRD/Kr  A former  Inspector  of  School*, Middlesex, and  Principle  Kilbum 
Polytecnnic: Ailbum  British  Union.  January  1979 

BCKUER.  Kr  A.B:  Ealing  British  Union  L  Union  Movement.  Dooantoer  1976 
BRAY,B111 1  D/Tr  Birmingham  Central, and  Handsworth  Br.  British  Union:  188 
Political  Prisoner  3  Decoder  1988 

HOM,Prof.A.E.  KA  IXJB:  Prof  .International  Law, Calcutta, CanCridge  Brit¬ 
ish  Union.  <  January  1539 

OSARNLEY /John :  British  Union  D/Ldr  Hull  l  Par  1  .Cand. Hull  East ,Cty. Prep, 
aganda  Of f . York* :  1 88  Political  Prisoner : Union  Movement.  Author  Black¬ 
shirt*  and  Rosea  publ.1990  after  his  death.  28  Oeoa^jer  1988 

OPKH^Hrs.BU  and  UM: ■other  of  IX  Walthamstow  Br. Leader  Ernest  Qatar. 

January  1550 

OOt^BIH/l^ter:  British  Union  speaker , Sa  1  isbury  January  1981 

D'AIJgSSlOyltan:  first.  British  D/Ldr  Plymouth,  later  Chel  tenhanw  18B  polit- 
al  Prisoner.  18  January  1987 

DOWTYyWni-L.A:  wife  of  Join,  Brlt.Uiion  Par  1  .Cand. Evesham.  January  1976 
DC7TFIZID,A.7. 'Err.* :  BrllLdi  Unlvn:18D  Political  Prisoner  . 

PeceBSier  1986 

ELAM, Dudley:  Brit. Union's  elderly  receptionist,  at  Westminster  hOQ:  188 

Political  Prisoner  contributing  to  his  death:husband  of  ex -suffragette 
Naca  Elam, BO  Pari  .Cand.  Northampton,  a  Iso  18B  Pol  ti  cal  Prisoner  in  Holl¬ 
oway  Gaol.  OeaeKixr  1948 

EVP4S,Hr*  Dorothy:  widow  of  Bddy,BU  t  UH,Upminster  and  Sth. London. 

15  January  1991 

rnr,Bill:  British  Union  Epping  Branch  speaker.  30  Jaman'  1938 

rRMC5-nwiqHS,Nd1 :  British  Union  pioneer  renter,  later  Dir  .General: 
18B  Political  Prisoner  in  Brixton  Gaol  leading  to  early  death  at  43. 

25  Dmrtrr  1950 

GOOD, Anne:  British  Union  and  Union  Movement  speaker :  18B  Political  Pris- 
oner.  Leader's  secretary  Union  Movement.  Early  1979 

GRANT  of  Shoreditch:  Father  of  family  BU  supporters.  Paoewfaer  1948 

HAMSELL,Kr». Florence:  Bethnal  Gm. Brit. Union  and  Union  Movement : wartime 
collector  for  183  Detainees  Brd.  Paocntjer  1950 

HHL/W.H:  early  ment>er  and  part  founder  Taunton  Branch  British  Union: 

father  of  two  Blackshirt  sons.  Jaruary  1938 

HXMAN, Percy:  Southampton  BU  L  UM:  in  road  accident.  31  Paocntacr  1977 
JEHB,  Ralph  Gladwyn:  explorer ,  pear  1  fisherman  .-British  Union  D/Ldr  Salis¬ 
bury,  Prop. Of  f  wilts, Dist.t  Reg. Inspector  Wessex, Pari  .Cand. Dorset  West, 
B0  Gold  Distinction,  18B  Political  Prisoner:  At  87  in  Karabel la, Spain. 

28  January  1978 


KITCHEN, Kr*  Sabina:  Mother  of  Union  Movement  and  rex*  Ken  of  Leamington 
Spa.  8  Pooewtoer  1975 

liNKLETT, Sidney i  East  Ham  British  Union xaev^r ley  wounded  East  Surrey's, 
Italy,  1943:  brother  of  BU  E/Kam  D/Tr. , UN  t  FCHs  John.  necwwixr  1986 
KUOJN, Arthur:  Hull  British  Union:  18B  Political  Prisoner:  At  71  in 

Cologne  where  he  had  lived  for  30  year*.  23  Daoc^aer  1590 

PELLDC.Mra  Clare:  former  active  member  and  wife  of  British  UkiLon  Epp- 
ing  Branch  District  Ldr  1938-40:  In  Lancashire  14  Deoenter  1991 

PRENTICE /Chari**:  E/IonAan  British  Union  and  Union  Movement  ’.husband  ot 
toae,  1961  Union  Movement  Kat. Women*  Org:  In  Australia.  January  1981 
PRICE ,Qrth*rin*  Hargarst  and  <har Ilm, holder  of  CM*  Service  Distinction, 
parents  of  British  Union'*  and  Union  Movement'*  Hackney  Branch  Organ¬ 
iser  and  wife  rlo,  both  18B  Political  Prisoner*:  Charlie  one  of  East 
London '■  earlles  B0  Berbers.  Jamary  1952  and  Jamary  19SS 

RAE/H.O:  Walthamstow  Union  Movement.  24  January  1951 

H3BgqrS,John: Huntingdon: late  Ipswich  British  Union  £  UN.  Dooecber  1954 
9CDRE.Mr  R.G:father  of  Bournemouth  Br.fkiicn  D/Ldr  Score  13  January  1940 
STENART,frad:  A/D/I,  Sales  Harrow  British  Union.  31  Pocerfjcr  1936 

SOTKERLAND,Kr*  H.A.'Ka':  Loyal  Mxsley  supporter, friend  and  confidant  of 
■winy  British  Union  East  London  supporters  in  her  Stepeney  cafe,  and  in 
Union  Movement  before  her  retirement  to  Norfolk.  Jammy  1975 

VAI>d<IANX,EBparelnodes  'Pam':  well-known  London  British  Union  rnerber  and 
p-.op.Bolbcm  Distributing  Co. :  organiser  'Action'  street  and  newsagent 
sales: provided  office  for  wartime  18B  Detainees  Aid  Fund:  at  81 

1  January  1959 

VEHOAN-R0C,Slr  Alltott: Early  flying  pioneer : founder  of  AVRD: lost  2  sons 
in  flying  ops  WW2:  NHQ  Branch  British  Union.  At  80.  31  Paoepber  1984 

KAL5H,Krs  Glad:  Menber  Llmehouse  British  Union :Tenp  D/L  1940 :oocas tonal 
contributor  to  Oonrade  in  verse.  31  Deoenber  1990 

KAMkJRTCN/Bdaund'Mad*  1  New  Party, British  Union, Manchester  and  NHQ:  lost 
eye  In  'battle  of  Stockton-on-Tees '  1933: Pioneer  Corps  VW2:  brother  of 
John.  31  Deoenber  1984 

*TILIAM93N,Hagh  ftoes:  Playright, biographer  and  author  lncl.  *ho  is  for 
Llbsrty,1939:  1930s  contributor  to  Action  when  prominent  Labour  Party 
■nenber:  a  good  friend  of  Maslcy  Movement.  January  1978 

WXPKARD  L.A:  Dorset  West  British  Union.  28  January  1938 

KttX,John:  TU  activist  and  Acton  British  Union.  11  Deoenber  1937 

KYWE,Kni  Wallasey  British  Obion  and  Onion  Movement.  Deceaber  19S4 
YZATS-BECHf, Francis, tFC:  Sth  Lancer*, Indian  Army  &  Royal  Flying  Corps: 
author  Bengal  Lancer:  NHQ  Branch  British  Onion.  10  Dnoewfaer  1944 


OBITUARIES 


Frank  Jermy 

WE  REPORT  the  death 
In  London  in  Novem¬ 
ber  of  old  comrade 
FRANK  JERMY  who  if 
he  could  have  chos¬ 
en  it  would  not 
have  had  another 
day  -  the  Leader's  Birthday. 

Frank  was  British  Union 
District  loader  of  Kidder¬ 
minster  until  he  joined  the 
RANT  in  1940. 

But  not  far  long.  After 
Qewn  weeks  he  was  arrested 
and  joined  the  ranks  of  Bri¬ 
tain's  ftjlitlcal  Prisoners. 

After  the  war  he  joined 
Ukilon  Movement  and  in  repent 
years  was  a  regular  attends 
at  FOM  functions  until  he 
suffered  a  stroke  two  years 
ago.  Leaving  him  oonf ined  to 
his  chair. 

Mrs  Beryl  Swan 

WE  CFFHt  our  deepest  symp¬ 
athy  to  ARTEUR  SWAN  on  tie 
death  in  October  of  his 
amfl,  to  whom  he  had  been 
married  S4  years. 

Arthur  was  British  Union 
District  Treasurer  of  Lowe¬ 
stoft  until  becoming  a  Brit¬ 
ish  Political  Prisoner  in 
1940.  Be  was  loader  at 

Ascot  Concentration  Chmp. 


3 < EIGHTY  UP! 


wide  culture  and  great  hum¬ 
anity"  and  he  ’never  heard 
him  say  in  private  a  harsh 
word  about  any  of  his  polit¬ 
ical  opponents,  in  spite  of 
throe  and  a  half  years'  im- 
prisement  without  trial,  no 
charges  of  any  offence  hav¬ 
ing  been  brought  against 
him.  His  'crime' ,  a  new  one 
in  Britain,  had  been  simply 
that  of  trying  to  prevent 
the  outbreak  of  a  new  war  in 
1939,  and  continuing  to  ad¬ 
vocate  a  negotiated  settle¬ 
ment  after  it  had  broken 
out." 

In  concluding  his  autobi¬ 
ography,  Fhther  Brocard,  "at 
the  end  of  one's  life", asks 
himself  the  uncomfortable 
question:  "what  one  has  ach¬ 
ieved  in  the  time  one  has 
been  given?"  He  takes  com¬ 
fort  in  some  words  from  1b 
the  Lighthouse:  "But  the 
rnmber  of  men  who  make  a 
definite  contribution  bo 
anything  whatsoever  is  very 
small",  and  submits  that 
"Perhaps  my  own  modest  con¬ 
tribution  has  been  to  liter¬ 
ature,  in  the  farm  of  biog¬ 
raphies  or  memoirs  of  sane 
men  and  women  of  merit  who 
have  been  overlooked  or  far- 
gotten.  . ." 

Augurit,  as  the  Italians 
say .far  1993, Esther  Brocard! 


€>  The  Ifabit  of  a  Lifetime:  by 
Brocard  Sewell:  (Tabb  House,  7 
Church  Street, Pads tew, PL28  8BG 
El  8.95 


Old  Comrades 


Note  the  dates 
May  Day  Buffet 

Saturday,  May  8 

Commemoration 

Dinner 

Saturday,  November  13 


“COMRADE” 
Back  Numbers 


Although  Cbmrade  is  a 
free  service,  including 
postage,  to  those  reg¬ 
istered  on  our  mailing 
list,  we  do  have  to 
charge  far  back  numbers. 

As  it  is  a  free  news¬ 


paper  only  a  few  extra 
copies  are  printed  to 
keep  costs  at  a  minium. 
Requests  far  back  nuhers 
have  therefore  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  single  photo¬ 
copy  and  it  is  this  cost 
which  has  to  be  passed  an 
to  the  reader. 

In  response  to  increas¬ 
ing  requests  we  therefore 
publish  cur  price  list. 
No.  Charge 

1,10  18p 

2,3  36p 


4  to  9,12  bo  16,18,) 
19,21  ,23,25  to  29,  ) 
34,36  )  54p 

11  ,17,20,22,30,32,) 
33,35  )  72p 

24  90p 


Please  add  estimated 
postage 

Remittances  to  F.O.M 
Allow  28  days  far 
Delivery 


No.  38 


IT  BAS  TAKEN  60-odd  years  for  the  warnings  of  OSWALD  HOSLEY 
,tx>  oome  to  fruition,  .he  first  warned  when  he  resigned  from 

f  a  a  —  a  ■  _  .  a  —  — ■  .  .  a  A  l 


government  in  revolt  against  the  Middling  through  of 
the  political  establishment  and  its  out-of-date  sys¬ 
tem.  His  case  could  not  be  faulted. Be  knewrthat  sooner 
or  later, and  he  never  stopped  warning, that  the  crisis 
would  come. But  the  politicians  continued  to  Muddle  an 


Britain  wrecked  by  its  politicians 
[Six  decades  of  muddling  through  has  ISSSj 
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A  Shocker 


»>»■'.  I|l|l.||,,i  il- 


Rock 


Clinton: 

Another 

Hoover? 


IT  IS  SAID  that  history 
never  repeats  itself. 
Ute  Ourdiill's  spec¬ 
ial  relationships  with 
America,  it  is  one  of  the 
comforting  thoughts  that 
Let  our  MPs  sleep  soundly 
at  night.  But  if  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton  goes  an  as 


independent  economists  to 
help  him  with  his  March 
Budget, the  so-called  "sev¬ 
en  wise  men".  Christ  had 
three  wise  men  but  Lament 
needs  seven,  and  being  in¬ 
dependent  they  rarely  ag- 


he  is  doing,  seme  rude 
shochs  lie  in  store. 

Madia-men,  like  tne  poli¬ 
ticians,  place  great  trust 
in  the  'special  relation¬ 
ship.  One  would  think  the 
recent  American  election 
had  happened  here.  When 
Clinton  won,  the  BBC  had 
his  victory  speech  live 
fron  Little  Rock  half-a- 
dozen  times  next  day.  die 
British  newspaper  even  ann¬ 
ounced  "he's  our  president 
as  well"  and  the  Labour 
Party  is  outdoing  them  all 


heavier  taxation.  This  fear 
Lament  is  Catch  22  with  a 
vengeance. 

So  the  Government  tries 
to  back  out  of  the  trap  by 


*2 


in  flattery.  It  is  busy 
'Clintonislng'  itseif! 

What, however ,  has  he  been 
doing?  His  progranue  for 
economic  revival  is  a  stiff 
dose  of  taxes  far  all  his 
millionaires  and  even  'Mid¬ 
dle  America ' .  But  if  a  lot 
of  Americans  are  going  to 
pay,  so  will  those  count¬ 
ries  who  sell  to  America. 
Fbr  a  start  he  has  a  big 
protectionist  'hit  list ' 
which  especially  hits  Brit¬ 
ish  trade.  .  _ 


Febniary-Aprii  1993 


@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


H»*5^3>UA-AJ:2nd  Btn 
Black  Match:Oocaet  M- 
tUb  Orion;  age  23: 
killed  In  art  Inn  Bum 
S  April  UK  i  IkeWnniil 
an  Rangoon  Manorial. 

jCjC*  M  Maid 


Political  Prisoner  U40- 
42:  tats  Be.  Brillab 

Orion  died  an  P.O-W. 
long  nueh  •  March  194Si 
tantand  on  Caaalno 
Menial,  Italy. 

:  Sth  Btn 


Queen  a  I 
Hiqnlandera  :LeytxnsUno 
FriHkb  Orion;  age  24: 
killed  Inaction  Ttmlala 
24  April  1943.  Line  In 
Medjex-el-Bri>  War  Oea- 
etery.TVnlala . 

lat  Btn 


action.  Clew,  Ceraany 
U  friaimry  1943:  Burlad 


Bll 


Lady  Matey: 
killed  In ac- 


«■ 


030  DPC:  IMVR: 


Spi:  lands  Brandi 

British  ihlnn  and 
faraer  IVitlah  Onion 
West  Riding  Ti  m  a  t 
Office ryage  28:  first 
RAP  pilot  with  contact 


nations  off  OB— y 
an  22  Mraary  1944: 


Mavy: 

BritUi  'Orion:  age  21: 
killed  In  action  IMS 
Hardy,  Narvik,  April  10 
1940:  Ikeeeahered  on 

Plymouth  Naval  Mi— srlal 
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BACK  IN  FASHION 
J.M.Kevnes 


by  LEONARD  WISE 


IN  JANUARY  1936  the 
Propaganda  Officers  of 
400  BUF  branches  re¬ 
ceived  instructions  from 
party  headquarters  that  a 
very  important  book  would 
shortly  be  published  and 
they  should  farm  study 
groups  bo  discuss  it.  The 
book  was  Keynes'  General 
Theory  of  Bqployment,  Int¬ 
erest  and  Money  -  a  work 
described  by  acme  af  the 
professional  economists 
who  reviewed  it  as  being 
difficult  to  oonprehend! 
The  reason  the  profess¬ 
ionals  found  it  heavy  go¬ 
ing  was  because  it  chall¬ 
enged  everything  that  had 
been  taught  about  invest¬ 
ment  and  saving  since 
Adam  Snith's  Wealth  of 
Nations  in  1776.  Ftar  les¬ 
ser  mortals  however  much 
of  what  Keynes  was  saying 
seemed  plain  ocnmonsense. 

But  how  could  BUF' s 
Directorate  have  known 
that  Keynes '  forthcoming 


book  was  of  outstanding 
importance?  Keynes  and 
Mosley  were  not  in  close 
personal  contact  as  they 
had  been  in  the  1920s.  It 
is  however  just  possible 
that  Keynes  had  let  Mos¬ 
ley  see  the  manuscript  or 
proofs.  A  more  likely  ex¬ 
planation  is  that  Sir  Roy 
Harrod  (who  also  held  un¬ 
orthodox  views , especially 
on  monetary  economics  and 
who  advised  both  Keynes 
and  Mosley)  had  alerted 
Mosley  to  the  General 


Theory's  worth. 

As  a  Liberal  Keynes 
should  have  been  opposed 
to  restrictions  on  trade. 
Liberal  supporters  of  Free 
Trade  did  not  believe  that 
mass  unemployment  could  be 
caused  by  lack  of  demand 
because  the  ' invisible 
hand'  of  the  market  econ¬ 
omy  always  made  sure  that 
demand  rises  to  absorb 
output.  They  were  unable 
to  explain  the  1930s  phen¬ 
omenon  of  Poverty  (and 
mass  unemployment)  in  the 


midst  of  Plenty. 

The  BUF  did  not  believe 
that  the  Liberal  economic 
system  had  an  automatic 
tendency  to  produce  full 
employment .  Low  interest 
rates  and  public  invest¬ 
ment  ware  its  proposed 
keys  to  future  prosperity. 

Keynes  was  generous  en¬ 
ough  to  pay  a  tribute  in 
the  General  Theory  to 
those  "Credit  Cranks" 
whose  argunents  he  had 
earlier  dismissed  out  of 
hand,  mentioning  in  par¬ 
ticular  J.A.Bobson. 

With  unenployment  now  ris¬ 
ing  to  an  estimated  3 J  mill¬ 
ion,  and  a  repetition  of  the 
Nineteen  Thirties  Depression 
becoming  acre  likely  with 
each  passing  day,  readers 
(particularly  any  BUP  veter¬ 
ans  who  remartjer  the  instruc¬ 
tions  to  purchase  a  copy  of 
The  General  Theory  for  five 
shillings 1 )  are  strongly 
reccmaendad  to  study  Profess¬ 
or  Robert  Skidelsky's  magis¬ 
terial  biography  of  Keynes  - 
recently  completely  and  wide¬ 
ly  reviewed. 


1|  PAMPERED  BRITAIN 

big  spending  cuts.  A  first 
class  row  is  going  on  in 
defence  circles  as  millions 
are  taken  from  the  Navy  and 
RAF  to  give  the  Army  more 
infantry  battalions.  But 
one  reason  why  Britain  has 
such  huge  defence  spending 
is  the  fatuous  Tory  insist¬ 
ence  on  "playing  a  world 
role"  which  in  practice 
means  the  lap-dog  trot  be¬ 
hind  America.  A  half -bank¬ 
rupt  island  cannot  play  the 
role  of  a  great  empire. 

They  are  going  mad  with 
privatisation  schemes  as 
well.  Sell  off  the  roads, 
the  railways,  the  mines, 
anything  that  raises  cash. 
It  must  be  desperate  when 
the  Treasury  has  a  beady 
eye  on  our  national  art 
treasures. 

But  when  Ttaries  qet  into 
a  read  panic  they  will  flog 
anything  from  our  cultural 
heritage  to  British  great¬ 
ness  -  as  they  pawned  the 
British  Ehpire  to  America 
to  raise  the  wherewithal  bo 
fight  the  unnecessary  and 
disastrous  -  to  Britain  - 
Second  World  Whr. 

Thatcher  legacy 
killed  the  patient 

Most  of  the  current  prob¬ 
lems  hewever  are  the  legacy 
of  Lady  Thatcher.  Her  first 
government  was  an  example 
of  the  second  way  of  doing 
things,  and  her  bossy  con¬ 
fidence  as  she  poured  her 
medicine  dewn  the  nation's 
throat  suggests  she  planned 
it.  Thking  over  in  1979  she 
put  Britain  through  a 


course  of  rioerous  deflat¬ 
ion.  The  result  was  that 
thousands  of  firms  went 
bust,  over  20  per  cent  of 
industrial  productive  cap¬ 
acity  was  lost,  and  unem¬ 
ployment  rose  to  well  over 
3  million,  higher  than  now. 

All  this,  she  said,  was 
necessary  to  curb  the  in¬ 
flation  created  by  Labour. 
She  certainly  succeeded 
(for  the  time  being)  and  so 
made  her  name  as  the  woman 
who  got  inflation  dewn  when 
all  the  men  had  failed:  No- 
Nonsense  Maggy.  The  imnort- 
al  gods  had  bestowed  cn  her 
one  priceless  gift  and  she 
used  it  so  recklessly  that 
they  have  refused  to  anile 
cn  any  Tory  leader  since. 

As  the  Thatcher  govern¬ 
ment  got  a  considerable 
revenue  "take"  of  well 
over  30  per  cent  of  the 
value  of  North  Sea  product¬ 
ion,  this  enabled  it  to 
support  3  million  unemploy¬ 
ed  easily  without  borrowing 
or  raising  general  taxes.lt 
was  the  most  comfortable 
slunp  Britain  had  ever 
knewn.  No  wonder  Maggie 
stayed  popular. 

The  gift  was  North  Sea 
oil  which  was  bubbling  and 
gushing  when  she  came  to 
power.  It  left  her  free  to 
hanmer  Britain's  old- 
fashioned  industries  with¬ 
out  wrecking  the  economy. 
Too  bad  for  those  that  lost 
their  jobs  as  the  nation 
was  sheltered  from  most  of 
the  deflationary  effects  by 
the  sheer  size  of  the 
bonanza. 

ftit  there  was  a  flaw  in 


197V- 1990 


THEIR  PART  IN  BRITAIN'S  DECLINE 


THATCHER'S  MAJOR'S 
LEGACY? 


LEGACY 
Afro- Asian 
cultures 
dominating 
towns  and 

citie3  in 

near  bust 
Britain 


Third  World 
Britain,  an 
island  in 
the  North 
Sea  -  the 
'Sweatshop 
of  Qirope' 


1990 


And  behind  locked  doors  the  old  ponder  "how"  and 
“why”  as  crime,  rape, pervert! on  and  murder  stalk 
the  land. 


the  image  of  Thatcher’s 
Britain.  North  Sea  oil,  mro- 
ense  as  it  was  at  the 
start,  was  a  diminishing 
asset.  New  discoveries  were 
made  but  they  could  not 
keep  pace  with  the  huge 
quantity  pimped  up,  refined 
and  exported.  This  once 
great  source  of  wealth  has 
now  been  frittered  away, 
rather  like  Klondike  gold. 

The  difference  is  new 
clear  between  the  slunp  • 
that  Britain's  first  woman 
Prime  Minister  sailed  into 
with  such  gusto  in  1979  and 
the  depression  into  Major's 
pathetic  crew  blundered. She 
had  North  Sea  oil  and  he 
has  not.  No  big  bonanza 
this  time  to  shield  the 
country  from  the  oonsequen- 
cies.  Madam  Thabcher  spent 
it  all,  that's  what.  She 
blewed  the  lot.  This  time 
the  British  people  have  to 
pay  in  higher  taxes,  deeper 
debt ,  ruthless  government 
spending  cuts,  leading  to  a 
host  of  problems  including 
probably  a  large  body  of 
permanent  work less. 


It  has  taken  60 -odd  years 
for  the  warnings  of  Oswald 
Mosley  to  pome  to  fruition. 
It  was  in  1 930  that  he 
first  warned  when  he  re¬ 
signed  fam  govemnent  in 
revolt  against  the  nridllng 
through  of  the  political 
establishment  and  its  out- 
of-date  system  His  case 
could  not  be  faulted.  He 
knew  that,  sooner  or  later, 
and  he  never  stepped  warn¬ 
ing,  that  the  crisis  would 
come.  But  the  politicians 
continued  to  untile  on. 

Chantxarlain  muddled  Brit¬ 
ain  into  war.  Churchill 
mnrVHed  through  the  war 
that  in  victory  deposed  the 
i  country  that  cnoe  led  the 
world.  Attlee.  Wilson.  Eden 
and  tbcMillan  played  the 
^mp  old  game  after  the 
war.  Then  came  Thatcher  who 
f  finally  muddled  North  Sea 
1  oil  away. 

|  Hie  Rritijsh  people  are 
{  now  left  with  little  Me. 
Major  and  nothing  in  the 
kitty.  The  price  has  bo 
be  paid  far  disregarding 
Mosley  for  so  long. _ 
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The  Open  Eye . . .  of  Paul  Collins 


Shocker 
from  Little  Rock 


F  academics  such  as  John 
Charmley  represent  a 
wbw  of  "revtsLcnlst"  hlst- 
arans,  Jacob  Cblmore  mbs  one 
of  the  onrlles  perwaters  of 
20th  century  Ekitish  social 
and  political  history. 

Cblmcre,also  known  as  John 
Cblmore,  sometimes  Jacob 
Ctnncho,  more  often  Jade 
Ctaner,  and  the  Gangland  of 
the  30's,40's  and  50's  as 
Jade  Spot,  takes  his  seedy, 
fetid,  and  disputably  proper 
place  in  a  new  history  of 
London's  underworld,  "Gang- 
land",  by  James  Mahon  (Lit¬ 
tle  Brown)  E14.99. 

Spot,  born  In  thitechapel 
of  tollsh  inmi  grants,  is  now 
rcmectocrod , if  at  all,  for  his 
rackets.  His  trade  was  extor- 
tion,  perverticn  of  the  law 
of  the  land  that  sheltered 
him,  and  underpinning  all, the 
exercise  of  fear. 

But  Spot  also  had  a  politi¬ 
cal  consciousness.  In  1955, at 
the  height  of  his  tabloid 
"revelations", he  described  in 
the  old  Sundry  Chronicle,  how 
he  had  prepared  to  oppose  the 
planned  march  of  ftsley's 
Blackshirts  through  Aldgate 
in  1936  -  the  occasion  that 
was  to  go  down  in  history 
through  a  prisn  of  specially 
constructed  distortions,  as 
"The  Battle  of  Oihle  Street.  “ 

Spat's  answer  to  a  legal 
procession  was  the  same  as 
his  answer  to  the  Law  at 
large;  find  a  weapon  and  a 
head  to  snash.  "Oi  the  day 
before  the  process  lm  was 
due,  I  went  down  bo  an  old 
cabinet  maker  in  Aldgabe  and 
asked  him  to  make  me  a  weapon 
...the  old  cabinet  maker  did 
a  beautiful  job.  ..a  short, 
turned  soda  leg,  and  filled 
the  top, wider  end,  with  load. 

I  slipped  this  into  a  paper 
carrier  tog.* 

Vhat  happened  then,  says 
Marton  (who  placed  the  march 
in  1935,  a  careless  detail), 
relying  on  Spot's  aooomt,was 
that  he  “became  a  Local  folk 
hero  by  leading  a  Jewish  teem 
against  Oswald  Hmley's 
Hlackshirts".... "According  bo 
Spot,  he  approached  Mmley's 
Loading  bodyguard,  a  six  foot 
six  all-in-wrestler  'rough¬ 
neck',  and  foiled  him  with  a 
chair  leg  filled  with  load. It 
was  a  story  an  which  he  trad¬ 
ed  far  the  remainder  of  his 
working  life. " 

Working  life  takes  on  the 
same  subjective  meaning  as 
trade,  when  applied  to  Spot. 
Similarly  truth.  Fbr  while 
Spot  almost  certainly  picked 
up  his  weapon,  he  never  got 
within  snarling  distance  of 
Mosley.  The  two  forces.  Fasc¬ 
ist  and  anti-fascist,  ware 
kept  apart  by  the  huge  police 
presence,  and  the  only  fights 
that  took  place  followed  att¬ 
acks  on  Blackshirts  as  they 
made  their  way  to  the  assenb- 
ly  points,  the  six  foot  six 


wrestler , was  of  course, a  fic¬ 
tion,  and  Spot's  ascension  as 
a  "local  folk  hero",  strictly 
limited  In  geographical  and 
ethnic  berms. 

It  nay  also  have  been  of 
short  duration.  "The  rest  of 
his  pre-tor  career  was  not  as 
heroic",  says  Marten,  though 
whether  with  irony  is  hard  to 
say.  "Certainly  he  protected 
the  Jewish  shopkeepers 
against  Haley's  Blackshirts, 
but  they  were  obliged  to  pay 
up  bo  £10  to  ensure  their 
premises  were  not  damgnd  In 
the  dorastratlcns. 

"in  1937  he  tas  sentenced 
to  six  months  bgxisexsajit 
for  grevlous  bodily  (arm  to  a 
Blackshirt  Airing  one  of  the 
nrrbcs  through  the  bst  Bit. 
It  was  to  be  the  only  prison 
sentence  he  received  in  his 
career,  ttwn  he  was  released, 
he  berime  an  enforcer,  coll¬ 
ecting  gutoocxiptlons  for  an 
Bet  Bxl  stall  traders  fund 
run  by  tarry  Sooper." 

Spot's  part  in  the  groat 
War  against  Fascism  was  con¬ 
ducted  on  a  similarly  high 
ground.  After  medical  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  Royal  Artill¬ 
ery  (his  theatre  of  war  being 
Cornwall ) ,  Spot  went  straight 
to  the  West  Ehd  clubs,  and 
then  "fairing  a  prison  sent¬ 
ence,  fled  north  bo  a  Land 
where  the  black  market  and 
organised  crime  were  nmp- 
ant. "  (Cfentres  of  corruption 
and  racketeering  at  this  time 
vere  Hull  and  Leeds,  the  pre- 
mr  stamping  grounds  of  Jctxi 
Qiamley.  But  while  that 
doughty  Blackshirt  was  holed 
up  on  the  Isle  of  Mm,  inpri3- 
oned  without  trial  for  be¬ 
longing  to  a  Movement  that 
had  campaigned  for  peace. 
Spot,  brave  anti-fascist,  was 
free,  at  large,  and  back  in 
his  business  of  crime  and  ex¬ 
tortion. 

After  the  war  fought  bo 
■eke  a  better  world.  Spot, was 
back  in 

London.  He  saw  himself,  says 
Mxrbcn,  "as  a  Jewish  God¬ 
father  in  the  Kist  Fhd.  Be 
Left  an  acccuit  of  how  his 
version  of  protection  worked: 

"I  didn't  hate  bo  buy  noth¬ 
ing.  Every  Jarirti  buadn— n 
in  Lcndm  made  me  clothes, 
give  me  mcney,  food,  drink, 
everything .  Because  I  was  a 
legend.  I  was  wfnt  they  call  a 
legend  to  the  Jews. 

Anywhere  they  had  anti  - 
semetic  trouhle  -  I  was  sent 
for:  Manchester,  Qasgow,any- 
tbere.  Seme  crock  goes  into  a 
Jewish  rficp,  says  glmmo 
clothes  and  a  few  quid,  the 
local  Itobbi  says  'Go  down  bo 
Lcndm  and  find  Jack  Spot.  Get 
Jack,  ha'll  know  vbat  bo  do.  ' 

"So  they  did,  and  I'd  go  n> 
and  chin  a  far  bastards. 

Race  course  operator  Barry 
Wilts  mbs  presimahly  among 
those  "chinned." 

White's  "policing"  of  the 
courses  had  been  going  an  far 


years,  with  the  local  police 
farces  apparently  among  the 
satisfied  participants. 

But  Spot  was  not  among 
those  happy  to  see  the 
arrangements  continued. 

In  January  1947,  Spot,  acc¬ 
ompanied  by  ten  thugs,  walked 
into  a  drinking  club  off 
Piccadilly,  where  White  was 
drinking  with  sane  oenpan- 
tons. 

Spot  walked  up  to  him,  rec¬ 
ords  Morton  -  citing  White's 
account  -  “'You're  Yiddlflod' 
-  meaning  he  was  anti  -Jewish . 
Wiite  denied  it.  He  said,  *1 
have  Jewish  pnnple  among  my 
best  friends.  'Spot  wouldn't 
Listen,  and  hit  him  with  a 
bottle.  As  Wiite  collapsed  in 
a  pool  of  blood,  the  rest  of 
Spot's  men  attacked  O'Sulli¬ 
van  and  the  third  mm  Wx>  was 
oployed  by  Wiite.  O'Sullivan 
was  beaten  unconscious  and 
pushed  into  a  fire  in  the 
comer  of  the  club.  The  other 
min  was  slashed  with  razors 
and  stabbed  in  the  stxmoch.” 

Wilde  said  that  a  man 
cannot  be  too  careful  In 
the  choice  of  his  enemies. 
Harhaps  nothing  could  be 
■ore  revealing  of  the  Mos¬ 
ley  Movement,  than  the 
character  of  acme  of  its 
enenri.es. 

0  A  faSE  tint  James  Mr  ten 
seems  bo  haw  missed  is  tint 
the  Sirrtay  Chronicle,  in  the 
week  following  its  sbery  of 
Spot's  bravado  agiinst  Mosley 
at  the  'battle  of  Cable 
Street',  published  an  attoiss- 
icn  that  it  had  been  "ocnp- 
Lete  fabrication". kfe  mist  not 
be  too  hard  on  Mwton  however 
far  Mosley's  biographer,  Rob¬ 
ert  (now  Baron)  ScideLsky, 
nude  the  same  error  in  the 
first  edition  of  Ctnald  Mos¬ 
ley,  corrected  in  later  edit¬ 
ions. 

30  years  later, in  1966,  an 
aged  Spot  was  still  repeating 
the  story  Wiich  he  "traded 
for  the  rest  of  his  werking 
Life"  -  this  time  in  an  Even¬ 
ing  Standard  feature.  On  that 
occasion  comrade's  future  ed¬ 
itor  received  a  perscnal  ap¬ 
ology  tram  the  editor  with  an 
assurance  that  the  original 
Sunday  Quenelle  fabricated 
story  in  the  'standard's  lib- 
ray  had  been  so  milked. 

Fbr  the  ageing  Spot  perhaps 
it  hvi  been  worth  'a  bob  or 
two*  of  which  he  was  possibly 
in  need  far  he  was  no  longer 
'the  GUvnor*  in  Soho. m  1956, 
Billy  Hill,  the  real  ‘King  of 
the  Londcn  Urienorld1  put 
him  down  far  good  with  a 
beating  Like  Spot  had  reserv¬ 
ed  far  his  lesser  opponents. 

In  the  interest  af  histori¬ 
cal  truth,  the  Suifay  Chron¬ 
icle  retraction  of  23  Jmuary 
1955  read:"Ma  attack  occurred 
on  Six  Ctowalri.gr  the  process¬ 
ion.  The  story  of  Sir  Qaald 
being  attacked  is  therefore 
complete  fahrlctlcn".  (M) 


Madia-men,  like  the  poli¬ 
ticians,  place  great  trust 
in  the  "special  relation¬ 
ship.  One  would  think  the 
recent  American  election 
had  happened  here.  When 
Clinton  wen,  the  BBC  had 
his  victory  speech  live 
from  Little  Rock  half-a- 
dozen  times  next  day.  One 
British  newspaper  even  ann¬ 
ounced  "he's  our  president 
as  well"  and  the  labour 
Party  is  outdoing  them  all 
in  flattery.  It  is  busy 
'Clintonising'  itself! 

Hits  British  hardest 

t+vat, however,  has  he  been 
doing?  His  programne  for 
economic  revival  is  a  stiff 
dose  of  taxes  for  all  his 
millionaires  and  even  'Mid¬ 
dle  America’.  But  if  a  lot 
of  Americans  are  going  to 
pay,  so  will  those  count¬ 
ries  who  sell  to  America . 
For  a  start  lie  has  a  big 
protectionist  ‘hit  list' 
which  especially  hits  Brit¬ 
ish  trade. 

He  also  plans  heavier 
taxes  fear  foreign  conpanies 
m  America.  These,  says  the 
Times,  will  "hit  the  Brit¬ 
ish  the  hardest.  British 
ocx^anies  are  the  largest 
foreign  investors  in  Ameri¬ 
ca".  Too  bad  for  them.  They 
should  have  invested  in 
Britain  instead. 

Clinton  not  our 
special  relation 

But  it  is  enough  to  show 
that  those  wishful  thinkers 
who  believed  in  the  special 
relationship  are  much  mis¬ 
taken.  President  Clinton  is 
an  American  Firster,  if  a 
very  peculiar  one,  not  our 
special  relation. 

Depending  an  how  far  he 
goes  with  protectionism, the 
shocks  could  get  bigger. 
History  shows  that  in  1930 
the  world  faced  trade  de¬ 
pression.  President  Hooves: 
raised  American  tariff  bar¬ 
riers,  just  as  President 
Clin  ton  has  started  to  do, 
and  the  depressed  trade 
conditions  turned  into  a 
full-scale  world  slump  for 
most  of  the  1930s. 

History  never  repeats 
itself?  On  the  contrary. 
Oswald  Mosley  warned  40 
ynars  ago  that  the  1930s 
wnM  return.  His  predic¬ 

tion  is  being  fulfilled 
with  uncanny  accuracy  as 
President  Clinton  begins 
to  act  like  President 


Hoover. 
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Riddle 
of  the 
Nazi 
files 

GOVERNMENT 
officers  have  blocked 
a  County  Times 
inquiry  into  pre-war 
Nazi  sympathisers. 

Attempts  to  see  public 
files,  which  name  82  tut 
parted  fascist  ring  leaden 
in  the  south  east,  have  been 
thwart  ad  by  Home  Office 
red  tape. 

Dated  Match  1*42.  the 
Suspect  List  was  tceently 
released  fot  public  scrutiny 
under  the  Ministry  of 
Home  Security's  50  year 
rule 

But  efforts  by  the 
County  Times  to  view  them 
this  week  have  been  preven 
ted  by  the  Home  pfficc 

Some  details  came  to 
light  in  last  month's  Spec 
tatoe  magarine  following 
an  inspection  of  the  files  by 
a  journalist 

Among  names  listed  was 
a  former  Horsham  bank 
manager  called  Eric 
Shuflkbostom,  named  in 
Iasi  week's  County  Times 


by  Robert  Shaw 


But  when  the  County 
Times  arranged  to  visit  the 
Public  Records  Office  in 
Kcw  on  Monday,  an  officer 
said  lhai  the  papers  were  no 
longer  available 
Assistant  manager  Jim 
Surndgc  said  "Wr  do  nor 
have  the  files  here,  (hey  arc 
back  at  ihe  Home  Office.'1 

The  Home  Office  in 
Queen  Anne's  Care  in  Lon- 
don  has  so  far  failed  to 
explain  why  the  files  had 
been  withdrawn,  and  a 
spokesman  dealing  with 
data  protection  and  privacy 
said  they  were  "looking 
into  it". 

Sufi  at  Kcw  said  «  was 
quite  routine  for  fries  to  be 
requisitioned  by  the  Home 
Office  and  it  was  "lust  a 
coincidence"  that  it  hap 
pened  so  soon  after  news 
uems  were  published 

"As  far  as  I  know,  t 
don't  think  the  files  have 
been  retained  The  Home 
Office  are  using  them  for 
administrative  purposes." 
said  Nick  Forbes 
"This  is  perfectly  within 
their  nghit  and  happens  all 
■he  lime  in  various  depart 
roenis.” 

Anne  Crawford,  prett 
officer  at  the  records 
office,  confirmed  yetterday 
that  the  files  were  still  ai  the 
Home  Office. 

“Our  procedure  is  to  let 
Ihe  department  know  if 
people  want  to  tee  the 
files.''  she  said.  "Hits  par¬ 
ticular  document  has  raised 
a  lot  of  interest  from  mem¬ 
bers  of  the 
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Nazi  files 
dismissed 


as  ‘myth’ 

ANOTHER  new  twist  this  week  appeared  In  the  growing 
mystery  of  50  year  old  files  on  possible  Nazi  sympathisers. 

A  former  member  of  Mosley’s  British  Union  of  Fascists  has  told  the 
County  Times  he  suspects  a  disinformation  campaign  by  the  Home  Office  is 

Ku»htv](j  fK»  riAA\m  w —  ^  -  v- 
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collaborator.  He  told  a  policeman: 
Your  time’s  pretty  short  now.  When 


Tne  Cbunty  Times  continued 
that  the  editor  of  CO«AEE,the 
newsletter  of  "Friends  of  Os¬ 
wald  Mosley*'  explained  when 
interviewed  that  he  suspected 
the  list  of  alleged  Nazi  coll¬ 
aborators  seen  by  the  Spectat¬ 
or  journalist  at  the  Public 
Record  Office  was  "all  scare 
and  myth".  The  suggestion  that 
a  wartime  Horsham  bank  manager 
was  a  Nazi  agent  was  "absolut¬ 
ely  laughable".  Meanwhile, acc¬ 
ording  to  the  Cbunty  Times, 
Horsham  MP  Sir  Peter  Harden 
was  seeking  an  explanation 
from  the  Home  Secretary  as  to 
why  the  file  released  under 
the  50  year  rule  has  "now  dis¬ 
appeared  behind  closed  doors". 

It  said  that  OCMWCE  editor 
John  Christian  suspected  that  the 
file  of  alleged  wartime  Nazi  symp¬ 
athisers  had  been  released  specif¬ 
ically  in  response  to  the  inport- 
ant  book  In  the  Hicfrest  Degree  Od¬ 
ious  by  Prof.A.W.B.Sinfson  of  the 
Ubiveristy  of  Michigan,  published 
in  December  and  which  "absolutely 
'rubbished*  most  of  the  activities 
of  Ml  5  during  the  last  war". 

As  well  as  being  home  to  a  ring 
of  horosexuals  and  Soviet  "moles" 
like  Anthony  Blunt,  Ml 5  was  also 
shewn  in  the  book  to  be  "illiber¬ 
al,  disao^nised  and  incompetent". 
The  list  of  those  suspected  by  Ml  5 
of  being  potential  fifth  oolunn- 
ists  was  therefore  made  public  to 
try  and  rescue  the  intelligence 
agency's  reputation,  before  it 
could  be  subjected  to  full  scrut¬ 
iny.  Fran  personal  experience  in 
Fascist  circles  at  the  time  he 
cast  doubt  on  the  accuracy  of 
the  file.  • 

Oily  cne  or  bn  names  listed  in 
the  Spectator  article  were  known 
to  him  and  he  suggested  "they  were 
a  bunch  of  Qiglish  eccentrics  and 
not  dangerous  in  any  way. . . .  Even 
Churchill  acbdtbed  after  the  war 
that  there  newer  was  a  fifth  col- 
mn  and  the  whole  thing  a  myth". 

The  Spectator  report  bold  of  one 
entry  on  an  alleged  possible  Nazi 


Hitler  has  finished  with  Russia 
he'll  socn  put  you  where  you  be¬ 
long,  and  sooner  the  better." 

Mr  Christian  had  heard  such  re¬ 
marks  directed  against  petty  off¬ 
icials  many  times  during  the  war 
and  it  bore  no  relation  to  poss¬ 
ible  security  risks.  Allegations 
of  Nazi  sympathies  were  often  lev¬ 
elled  by  those  with  a  grudge  and 
taken  seriously  in  the  fraught 
wartime  atmosphere. 

John  Christian  was  not  himself 
detained.  He  followed  Mosley's  ad¬ 
vice  to  his  supporters  by  fighting 
in  the  British  Army.  He  had  been  a 
HUF  member  from  age  of  1  4 . 

Another  Mosley  follower,  Robert 
Rcw,  former  editor  of  the  'pro- 
Mosley'  journal  ACITCN,had  written 
to  the  Ctxnty  Times  an  "the  cont¬ 
roversy  sparked  by  the  file". 

He  said:  "Ft  Shufflebotbcm  had 
no  connection  with  the  BUF*'  and 
"neither  Mosley  or  his  marchers  de¬ 
tained  under  wartime  Regulation 
IBB  were  ever  charged  with  treas¬ 
onable  activities. 

Precisely  to  the  contrary  -  they 
were  imprisoned  without  arty  charge 
or  trial  in  any  RvgLLsh  court  of 
law.  Indeed, Sir  Norman  Birkett  KC, 
chairman  of  the  official  tribunal 
which  interrogated  those  imprison¬ 
ed  (he  was  later  a  prosecutor  at 
the  Nuremberg  trials)  acquitted 
to  Mosley  that  he  and  his  members 
were  not  accused  of  any  treason¬ 
able  activity". 

Mr. Row  also  mentioned  Prof  .Sin*>- 
scn's  book,  comnenting  “Ml 5  seems 
to  have  been  run  by  the  Soviet 
secret  police  and  its  files  cn 
'security  risks’  so  ouch  visdaus 
disinfarmaticn. " 

He  also  wrote  of  the  Mosley 
meeting  in  Horsham  in  February 
1939,  recalled  by  a  Local  resident 
in  the  Cbunty  Times  of  January  29. 

He  said:  "There  was  no  disorder 
of  any  kind.  Mosley  introduced  his 
Prospective  Parliamentary  Candi¬ 
date  for  Horsham,  Nr  Jorian  Jenks, 
detained  under  IBB  during  the  war 
and  a  leading  figure  in  the  Soil 
Association  after  the  war." 


Links  with  Mosley 

A  BELATED  collection  to  your  lead  story  of 
January  29,  Nazi  Secret  is  Exposed”  in  which 
your  picture  of  a  house  at  Monks  Gate,  near 
Horsham,  was  captioned  ‘where  Fascist  leader  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  once  lived.' 

Sir  Oiwxld  never  resided  m  Sasser  end  the  boose  was  the 
bouse  si  ooc  time  of  Sir  Oswmld't  brother  John  who  was  never 
involved  hi  politics.  What  s  pity  ■  little  more  care  was  not 
taken  by  your  researchers. 

But  the  story  itself  was  just  about  as  accurate,  based  as  yoo 
admitted  in  your  issue  of  a  week  later,  on  an  article  in  The 
Spectator  written  by  a  journalist  who  had  seen  a  file  released 
by  (be  Home  Office  oo  so-called  Nad  sympathisers  in  Britain 
during  the  last  war  and  which  featured,  among  others,  your 
unfortunate  local  resident,  the  late  Mr  Shufflcboaom,  who  you 
had  been  unable  lo  find  little  about,  but  nevertheless  accused 
when  apparently  long  dead  of  being  •  potential  Nazi  sympa¬ 
thiser. 

How  odd  that,  to  your  obvious  irritation,  you  were  unable  to 
see  yourselves  this  released  Hoax  Office  file,  nor  one  would 
suspect,  in  the  absence  of  other  media  coverage,  any  other  jour¬ 
nalist. 

For,  according  to  the  Public  Records  Office,  almost  before 
The  Spectator  journalist  bad  finished  his  copy,  the  file  was 
back  at  (he  Home  Office  having  been  earlier  released  "due  to 
administrative  error.** 

So  what  was  it  all  about  ? 

For  a  decade  or  to  it  has  become  recognised  that  in  the  last 
war  MIS  was  the  borne  of  many  social  misfit,  homosexuals 
and  Soviet  'moles*,  including  Anthony  Blunt  with  his  bot  line 
to  the  Kremlin,  to  be  exposed  many  years  later. 

But  in  December  last,  a  month  before  the  'release'  of  this 
'Nazi'  file,  a  book  was  published  exposing  the  myth  of  the  so- 
called  Fifth  Column  in  Britain,  and  it  rocked  the  establishmenL 

In  The  Highest  Degree  Odious  by  Professor  A  W  B 
Simpson,  the  distinguished  expen  on  legal  mailers,  currently 
Professor  of  Law  at  the  University  of  Michigan  Law  School, 
who  look  a  very  poor  view  of  Britain's  wartime  MIS. 

Having  long  experience  of  the  machinations  of  the  Home 
Office  in  this  area,  prodded  bowbert  by  MIS.  it  was  a  not  very 
clever  attempt  to  rubbish  the  professor's  important  work. 

"The  culmative  effect"  said  the  professor,  "of  MIS's  mis- 
lakes  and  unfounded  suspicions  was  to  confirm  Birkctl 
(Norman  Birkctl  KC,  chairman  of  the  advisory  committee  oo 
detentions)  and  bis  oollcagues  in  the  belief,  formed  before 
May,  1940,  that  MIS  was  illiberal,  disorganised  and  incompe¬ 
tent. 

Any  residual  confidence  in  MIS  must  have  vanished  when 
Birkctl  rod  his  colleagues  realised,  as  they  must  have  done  in 
October  1940.  if  not  much  earlier,  that  the  organised  Fifth 
Column,  in  the  name  of  which  the  number  of  18B  detainees 
had  risen  from  just  over  100  lo  around  1,500  and  the  aliens  to 
28,000,  or  so,  was,  and  always  had  been,  a  baseless  myth." 
Editor,  Comrade.  ^  JOHN  CHRIS  llAN^ 

^County Times  19  March 


AND  THE  LIES  BROUGHT  IN 
FROM  THE  COLD 


UNLIKE  the  vanished  'Nazi  collaborators'  ,a 
lfar  Cabinet  "Moot  Secret"  file  revealing 
blade  propaganda  »»«wrT  to  undcmtine  German 
morale,  has  been  released  to  the  Public  Rec¬ 
ord  Office  and  received  the  full  media 
treatment. 


It  told  of  200,000  rabid  wolves  Let  loose  by 
the  Russians  to  attack  German  wounded  ;miiLions 
of  rats  bred  In  corps  spreading  disease,  and  a 
British  bento  which  created  TB.  Such  disinform¬ 
ation  was  fed  through  spy  rings,  by  leaflets 
dropped  by  RAF  and  -  the  planting  of  false 
stories  in  newspapers.  The  Germans  were  at  it 
too  but  Dr  Josef  Goetobe Is, alleged  arch-liar  of 
all  time,  proved  to  be  left  behind  in  this 
standard  of  excellence  in  lying. 

We  British  were  also  considered,  to  uphold 
cur  morale,  to  need  to  share  in  this  excell¬ 
ence  and  we  were  Lied  to  on  a  massive  scale, 
the  disinform  tlcn  cn  detention  of  teoley  and 
his  men  cne  exa^tle  and  thought  to  cover  up  by 
hdss  destructixxi  of  the  detainees  files. 

And  cU  st  nfcraatlon  became  the  norm  and  all 
lajccepslvc  British  governments  liavu  Lied  ami 
ttouble- talked  to  us  ever  since,  this  amorality 
seeoing  Into  the  very  heart  of  our  society, now 
a  malar  cause  for  cur  country's  now  quickening 
slide  Into  decadence  and  dustbin  of  history. 


COMRADE 


February/ April  1993 


Old  Comrades 


1CSLEY  founded  HF  on  return¬ 
ing  to  tog land  after  visiting 
Hitler  and  Himnllnl  in  1933 
according  to  Harris  Bedann  in 
his  recent  **Hie  43  aan'.Bub- 
Hwhwd  by  Cfenbcrpriae  Publica¬ 
tions  which  has  scse  furling 
from  Ibdmey  hxoi^i  Criswell 
and  the  London  Arts  Board. 

Fact  is  that  OF  was  born  in 
1932  and  Hosiery  only  set  Hit¬ 
ler  in  1935  aid  1936.  Mosley's 
first  meeting  after  the  war  at 
Manorial  Hall  iton  he  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  bo 
start  a  new  now nt  wu  in 
Neater  1947  -  not  Ane  as 
put  by  Heckman, and  Union  Move¬ 
ment  was  feuded  in  February 
1948  -  not  ttiy.  Che  'gas'  is 
the  listing  of  Webster  and 
Tyndall,  who  only  lucre  known 
in  'Miticnalist'  organisations 
some  30  years  later,  were  nev¬ 
er  connected  with  Has  ley 'a 
Moment's  and  were  surely 
yowg  schoolboys  before  the 
war, as  "pre-war  fascist  speak- 

The  book  Is  at  own  with  such 


The  picture  the  author  did 
not  use  in  his  book.  Harris 
Beckman,  his  face  covered,  was 
it  with  shame?  -  leaves  a  tJM 
■rating  at  Hcmford  on  14  Jtxie 
1948.  His  "cnmmhes",as  he 
nails  ttus,had  started  bo  att¬ 
ack  a  rrail  timber  of  mothers 
at  the  start  of  a  meeting  when 
IX  relnfarcxments  from  a  GH 
March  that  had  arrived  early 
and  was  waiting,  Joined  the 
fray  and  as  Beckman  puts  It, 
his  boys  "turned  tail  and 
fled" _ 

-  ericas  of  fact,  as  It  Is  well 
3  endowed  with  fable  despite  the 
1  suggestion  It  was  diligently 
a  researched, with  the  added  ben 

-  ef it  at  the  author's  active 

-  experience.  Future  researchers 
3  would  do  well  to  double-check 
L  before  using  this  book  as  a 

source  of  information, 
a  The  acini  t  ted  purpose  of  the 

-  '43'  was  to  'drive  the  fasc- 
s  lsts  of  the  streets'  by  vio- 
t  lenoe.  Started  in  1946,  the 
>  author  admits  that  by  autum 
3  of  1948  they  had  ''slowed 
a  down  an  enrolment"  and  in  Jan- 
9  uary  1 949  disbanded  as  "the 

-  fascists", meaning  the  one  year 


FACT:  Hanley  marches  in  Union 
Movement's  first  march,  frem 
Oalstcn  bo  Choden  Trial  on  May 
cay  1948.  FICnCH:  At  the  end 
of  the  ranch,  Mosley  reyrged 
from  his  car  mil  inspected 
"his  elite  tiuepe" . Hackman 

old  (taicn  Movement  ,"wwere  beat¬ 
en”.  How  odd  that  in  a  recent 
letter  to  the  Jewish  OrronloJe 
ne  states  that  "in  the  end" 
they  "utterly  destroyed  Union 
Movement  but  it  ’'was  a  hard 
nut  to  crack,  which  is  why  it 
took  4  years  to  achieve  succ¬ 
ess  against  it". 

So  when  res  HI  destroyed? 
One  year  after  its  1948  birth 
as  the  book  says. or1  in  4  years 
as  he  later  says? 

The  truth  la  plain.  It  was 
the  43  Qroup  that  lost  its 
Wfili  to  flcht,  and  the  battle, 
and  the  books  'story'  la 


W$sm 


FACT:  Hawley  speaks, Trafalgar  Square, 6  Ass  1958.  KICT1CW:  In 
tour  years  the  43  Ckoup  (1946-49)  utterly  destroyed  (talon 
Mavaoit . Beckman 


‘Hart I  the  sound  of  many  voices 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Ctae  old  comrade  whose  sense 
at  fun  wrill  be  raised  by  the 
book  is  our  Bethnal  (keen 
battler, 87  yr  old  Dickie  Bur 
wood,  it  promoted  him  to  the 
officer  class!  Misnamed  Dickie 
Bird  he  was  to  be  CCnmander  of 
a  new  IX  'super  strong  squad 
to  protect  their  platforms ' 
and  'be  available  anywhere  at 
any  time,  even  in  the  dead  of 
night'  reported  the  Grixip's 
spies'.  Its  members  would  're¬ 
ceive  specialist  training  in 
all  forma  of  armed  and  unarmed 
exahat  and  would  ala  to  deal 
with  the  tou^iest  and  moat 
aggressive  Ooup  commandoes. . . 
It  ww-uld  develop  Into  an  elite 
on  the  model  of  Hitler's  crack 
SS  bodyguard' . 

Belated  mguhibtlna  Ctm- 
mander  Burwoodl 

rjHF.O.M.hfr 

May  Day  Buffet 

Saturday,  May  8 
Tickets  EM 
Make  Reservation 

NOW 
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_  ‘The  Spirit  Lives..  .The  Rest  Will  Follow’ 


AN  AIRMAN  TO  HIS  MOTHER  Per  Ardija  «d  Astri 
4  ONLY  with  diffidence  and  reverence  can  the  task  be 
approached  of  drawing  attention  to  the  letter  from  THE 
the  young  airman. ..that  may  well  become  historical, a 
classic. . .by  a  young  airman  to  his  mother  9 


May-Jufy  1993 


LONDON  TUESDAY  JUNE  II  1940 


53  years  on  it  can  now  be  told 


‘UNKNOWN 
AIRMAN’  ONE 
OF  MOSLEY’S 
BLACKSHIRTS 

Iris  last  penned  words  to  his  mother 


‘doctored'  for ‘political  correctness’ 


VIVIAN  ROSEWARNE 


Vi; 


73S*'"  •'» 

•  -A.;. 

Vi’’* 


TIMES 


UNKNOWN  AIRMAN 


> 


Rtstimius  anonymis  port¬ 
rait  of  Vivian  K»n*winic 
by  artist  Frank  Salisbury 


FALSEHOOD  IN  j 
WARTIME 


VIVIAN  ROSEWARNE 


By  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 


pihll.shfd  record 
the  'Airman's 


Mosley  Blackshirt 


FAKE?  or  FAKE 

BMEBB  The  Vivian 
Rosewarne  Story 


@  British  Union  © 


MOSLEY’S  BLACKSHIRT? 


be  published.  Presumably 
granted.  the  letter  was 
published  'In  full'  In  The 
Times  nearly  three  weeks 
later,  on  18  June,  that 

newspaper  giving  it  the 
added  importance  of  an 

editorlal,and  the  following 
day  it  announced  that  the 
letter  was  to  be  made 

available  as  a  four  page 
leaflet, (250  for  s8.6d). 
Many  thousands  were  sold 
within  a  few  days  and 

by  the  end  of  the  year 

500,000  copies  had  been 
printed.  In  August,  a  slia 
volume  entitled  "An  Air¬ 
man's  letter"  was  published 
by  arrangement  with  Putnam 
&  Co. 

•n _  n . —  - _ I' 


With  the  war  going  badly 
the  letter  moved  the  nation. 
In  the  days  following  publi¬ 
cation,  letters  to  The  Times 
spoke  of  "bequeathing  the 
letter  to  the  nation",  and 
placing  It  "among  our  rec¬ 
ords  of  ageless  glory". 
Another  reader  promised  that 
"this  young  man"  would  be 
remembered  "with  pride  and 
thankfulness,  and  "will  live 
for  ever  in  the  hearts  of 
men". 

HH  ling  George  VI  was  also 
"deeply  moved  after  reading 
the  recent  anonymous  letter 
in  The  Times. .  .written 
by  your  son",  his  mother, Mrs 
Lilian  Rosevarne  was  inform¬ 
ed  in  a  letter  from  Bucking¬ 
ham  Palace.  "The  sentiments 
...expressed  with  such  simp¬ 
licity  and  with  such  convic¬ 
tion  will,  the  ting  is  sure, 
bring  inspiration  to  the 
young  as  well  as  comfort  to 
their  parents  in  these  days 
of  stress." 

For  the  Government's  prop¬ 
aganda  arm  it  was  an  event 
for  which  it  was  almost 
waiting  for  to  happen, and  It 
swung  into  action  and  The 
Times  leaflet  went  into  sev¬ 
eral  foreign  languages,  inc¬ 
luding  Arabic, and  Croup  Cap¬ 
tain  Hilton  tel th  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  take  time  off  from 
his  station  commander  duties 
to  read  the  letter  on  BBC 
radio. 

Road  exit  in  schools  aid 


The  letter  was  read  out  it. 
schools  and  church  pulpits 
throughout  the  land  and  lat¬ 
er  framed  copies  of  the 
printed  text  were  on  perma¬ 
nent  display.  Enlarged  cop¬ 
ies  were  displayed  at 
"Wings  for  Victory"  weeks 
held  throughout  the  war,  and 
within  months  another  book¬ 
let  published  by  Duttons  "An 
Airman's  Letter  to  his  Moth¬ 
er"  had  its  sixth  printing. 


ft*ET 


A  five-minute  film  was 
produced  for  HGH  by  produc¬ 
er  Michael  Powell,  narrated 
by  John  Cielgnd  and  although 
it  is  not  shown  on  the  list 
of  wartime  government  spons¬ 
ored  propaganda  films,  it 
clearly  was. 

By  August  of  "An  Unknown 
Airman"  by  Prank  O  Salisbury 
was  unveiled,  posthumously 
painted  from  the  small 
photograph  on  our  front  page 
and  incorporating  words  from 
the  Vivian  Rosevarne  letter. 
It  was  loaned  to  some  auth¬ 
orities  to  accompany  the 
displayed  letter  at  special 
war  effort  functions  and 
comand  a  place  in  British 
history.  The  original  oil 
painting  now  hangs  in  the 
Bean  Memorial  Library  at 
Brentwood  School  where  Vivi¬ 
an  was  a  pupil  from  1928  to 
1932.  A  double  of  the  paint¬ 
ing  was  presented  to  the  RAF 
Col lege, Cranwell  and  now 
hangs  in  the  RAF  Museum  at 
Hendon.  It  is  also  featured 
in  the  official  "History  of 
Brentwood  School"  and  shares 
a  place  with  the  Royal  Fam¬ 
ily,  service  chiefs  and  pol¬ 
itical  leaders  in  "Tour  Fin¬ 
est  Boor: 1939-19*5", the  off¬ 
icial  Souvenier  Folder  pro¬ 
duced  for  servicemen's  Fare¬ 
well  Service  in  1945. 

The  death  of  her  only  son 
faced  Mrs  Lilian  Rosevarne 
with  a  challenge  which  she 
met  and  fulfilled.  Mall  to 
'the  airman's  mother'  was 
so  enormous  that  she  had  to 
acknowledge  with  a  printed 
card  and  became  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  many  of  the  events 
arising  out  of  'the  letter'. 
For  two  years,  from  two  days 
after  the  publication  of  the 
letter,  the  Manager  of  The 
Times,  a  Mr. Cent,  was  her 
authorised  agent"to  act  on 
her  behalf  in  all  matters 
permitting  to  the  publicat¬ 
ion  of  her  son's  letter". 

IhnoticBd  (faith  of  the 

'Ainmn's  ffather* 

She  died  at  91  in  1981  and 
an  obituary  in  The  Times 
told  of  her  "quiet,  obscure 
and  virtually  unnoticed 
death  v  in  indigent  circum¬ 
stances",  and  for  the  first 
time,  after  some  50  years, 
the  obituary,  in  passing, 
published  the  name  of  her 
son  as  the  war's  'unknown 
airman' . 

One  wonders  if  this  grand 
old  lady  took  the  secret  of 
her  son 'a  Blackshirt  past  to 
the  grave,  a  grave  on  which 
is  inscribed  "An  Airman's 
Mother". 

Or  did  she  in  fact  reveal 
it  too  late  to  stop  the 


propaganda  bandwaggon  roll¬ 
ing  but  sworn  to  secrecy  for 
sake  of  Britain's  war  eff¬ 
ort  T  This  knowledge  held  by 
the  establishment  would  cer¬ 
tainly  explain  why  the  name 
of  the  war's  unknown  airman, 
that  young  man  who  in  19*0 
"would  live  for  ever  in  the 
hearts  of  men", Mosley  Black¬ 
shirt  Vivian  Rosevarne,  was 
never  offlcally  honoured  by 
the  revealing  of  his  name 
over  the  following  fifty 
years  and  remembered  only, 
now  that  all  is  known,  by  a 
remaining  few  of  his  Black¬ 
shirt  comrades. 

And  bow  ironical  that  six 
days  before  taking  off  on 
his  fatal  flight,  Mosley,  the 
man  for  whom  the  young  air¬ 
man  had  the  greatest  re¬ 
spect  had  been  Jailed  as  a 
'security  risk*  and  within  a 
week  of  hla  death  nearly  800 
of  his  former  Blackshirt 
comrades  had  been  thrown  in¬ 
to  Jails  and  concentration 
camps  as  'potential  trait¬ 
ors'  without  charge  or 
trial. 


For  Group  Commander  Hilton 
Ceith,  who  la  recorded  as 
being  the  prime  mover  in  the 
launching  of  the  'Airman's 
Letter'  and  maintained  some 
involvement  in  events  which 
followed, his  remaining  years 
In  the  RAF  do  not  appear  to 
be  happy  ones,  and  shrouded 
la  some  mystery.  Within  a 
year  he  was  pasted  to  Canada 
and  claimed  bitterly  that  he 
had  been  passed  over  for 
promotion  in  May  1940. He  was 
placed  on  the  retired  list 
in  April  1943  and  died  in 
1946. 

Vivian  Rosewame  was  ell 
and  everything  that  was  said 
about  him  in  glowing  terms 
la  1940.  He  had  been  until 
RAF  aervice  prevented  it 
further,  a  Blackshirt  and 
any  Blackshirt  with  the  gift 
of  words  oomld  have  supplied 
moat  of  the  sentiments  of 
young  Rosevarne 's  letter. 

IterhapB  he  maa  cooaen 
by  the  Gads  to  play  this 


In  their 


ids*: 


and  a  Blackshirt's  last  words 
to  his  wife 


/lVO  SD  he  fell. 

viaRis  pxmg  life  lncnqiletr. 

And  we,  do  knew  him.  mum  his 
loos, 

let  knrwlng  his  trail!  spirit. 
fixfear  to  np  our  lin  maj. 

His  ms  iy  lmgh.  his  tviiAcIing 
eyoajris  amt  for  life  arvi  love, 

His  ms  i  y  spirit  iqtirit  brsinm  t*» 
to  srile  In  mmury 

Branding  m>  less  than  we  live  as 
lived  mid  died. 

Toutli  pays  faghed's  debt, in  blood 
that's  freely  spent 

And  we  do  are  left  camt  rent 

We  msi  laxw  not  tic  full  mxrare 
of  a  anther's  ad  a  low's 

loss. 

dn  ovi  fill  tic  nrhing  void  dne 
deli  tic  wry  heart  af  life? 

I  bear  trim  svyiiq;  now  3b  are,  yn 
tdx>  kxnw  m*  soy 

Live  as  I  lived,  love  as  I  loved, 
axl  with  mwnry  to  pride  you 

Sec  life's  tattles  thraph-" 

•  TUK  INVASION"  was  sent  to 
his  wife  by  RAMC  Sgt  WILLIAM 
NKWBT  THOMSON  on  the  eve  of 
his  embarkation  for  Normandy 
where  he  was  to  die  of 
wounds  on  19  July  1944.  A 
Liverpool  Blackshirt,  he 
wrote  that  "the  lines  really 
want  polishing  off,  contain¬ 
ing  no  special  merit  apart 
from  the  fact  that  they  are 
ay  feelings  and  thoughts..." 
Nevertheless,  after  50  years 
they  were  chosen  for  inclus¬ 
ion  in  "POPPY  FIELDS:  A  Cen¬ 
tury  of  War"  published 
by  Poetry  Now  last  year. 


THE  INVASION 

■TpjJJ HXAND,  Lxxl  of  my  hopes, 
iy  fears,  anttfi  and  joys 
fagl/md.  land  at  the  free, 
due  vest  soul  is  stirred 
Vi  hi  winds,  wives  oil  fee  are 
■nd 

By  ran  of  all  bnfe 
due  i.mian  purpose  is  to  sue 
this  through- 

Txxgjhts  any  bring  doubts 
Of  England's  IdntknB  to  his-  kin 
In  feace.  But  war  ixilteu  - 
No  m  mxy  stand  aside  firm  this 
With  that  fall  knowledge,  which 
springs  ffas  lorn;, 

Ue  taicE  our  place  beside  our 
forbears, 

disc  proud  traditions  live  and 
dill  Imp?  ow  vunfcraw. 

Ikira  Htmqttfa  then  from  our 
Inland's  tale. 

Hill  not  where  they  arranduri. 

Tb  die  is  but  to  die  —  no  me 
It  is  the  spirit  Urich  one  dins 
with. 

Pr«y  hard  far  stnsqph  and  it 
dull  cone 

And  at  long  length,  tic  battle 

wexi 

Tired  and  wore. 

Yet  tdnll  there  be  reborn 
An  Bglnd  which  doth  .timv  the 
wiT 

Tb  high  adrievEsret  far  the 
promised  day. 

His  untitled  verse  had 
been  scribbled  In  pencil  af¬ 
ter  a  visit  to  the  mother 
and  fiance  of  an  airman  com¬ 
rade  killed  on  flying 
operations. 

OHR  HAOEggRT  BEAD  R«e  6 


WJuly  1993 


COMRADE 


THE  FAKING  OF  THE  AIRMAN’S  LETTER 


he  Original  Letter 


The  FAKE 


CPM3TT;  Trinity  ftxse'  «ooU  any  rate  hare  been  blocked  by 
Ministry  of  Tufirairtan  errors  tAilp  aa  lnfnrmtlm  of 
«W  to  the  enemy,  ao  a  legitime  deletion. 

The  letter  mb  deed  April  bat  by  Joe  IS  Britain  bad 
suffered  the  Norwegian  and  Dtaddifc  warm  ton  then  no 
i iw «X1  far  iwns-jAdp  to  ptMt  the  Gmnm  knowing! 
But  It  was  not  good  for  <xir  politicians  digestion. 


aTfCTT:  The  netmils,  —fag  USA,  ant  not  be  affrnrkrd.  Iklt- 
mb  skst  bxAcngt  and  needed  Anerlean  aid. 


t»  )Sm/  tt.£f 

/  4iw  A  +Z*Z*%  ~7lLy/ 

td  Cd  ^  <^Ua' 

*•  fLlnrfLi  A.  Jy£+t~-* 

^S»H  bV  A  ^  •* 

S  A.  CA*J  ^  *****  **  Al«  »■■  ^ 

*7  ^  ^  Cf*,  yt  *  S  CA*  lAmfi—*’  y  *U4+- 

4^  •*  y+Z/+~J  ^  ^  U-^  b*^*/ 

dbwi^l  sjl  oontim^  Jgge  3 


THE  FULLY  FINISHED  FAKE 


ajffTfT:  kfauld  not  hate  persusdad  the  pmsm  to  propagate  the 
letter  front  the  palpi  t!  The  ones  af  the  dead  dm 
MSB  nnrely  af  great  Mils  to  the  erm^y?  And  as  they 

willed  to  note  the  yomg  trictrafft  airmn  a  Saint - 

The  fj*rd  letter.  2  pages  had  bare  re-tred  in  sire 
frtn  the  'original'  ao  «te  tnr  enlarged  the  wailing 
bade  to  Its  tnr  win*  far  our  caparison.  IVall  ank- 
can  be  seen  Were  mnfflml  caraor  (kntw  deleting. 
Iliidwrlring  clearly  seem  to  be  VIVIAN  BBABE's 
uLtpiird  vitfa  prrriom  snples,  but  rest  be  noted  the 
rmdikmhle  difference  between  right  mrglm  an  pages 
1,2  and  3,  and  an  page  2  different  mrgins  an  one 
PWP 


Unrest  father. 

Uadi  1  feel  at  pnmll- 
lm  at  all.  ouiu  are  aw¬ 
ing  rapidly,  ad  I  bare  In¬ 
structed  this  letter  be 
furrerdod  to  you  faaild  I 
fall  to  return  fra*  are  af 
the  raids  Welch  we  dull 
fatly  be  relied  pen  to 
tniertdre.  Tan  art  hope  an 
far  a  rersh.  but  a  the  ml 
af  tint  tire  you  ant 
accept  the  fact  that  I  hire 
haded  ay  tar*,  onr  to  the 
erticrely  capohle  hnfa  af 
ny  cnarades  In  the  Royal 
Air  Faroe,  as  su  any  splen¬ 
did  frilow)  hire  alrady 
done. 

Pirst.lt  will  taafurt  you 
to  tow  that  ay  role  In 
this  tor  fas  been  of  Che 
groeest  byre  tare,  (iff 
patrols  orer  the  Hath  Sas 
hrre  helped  to  keep  the 
trade  routes  dear  far  cur 
oomrys  and  a^ply  rftlps, 
and  at  one  occasion  atff  in— 
fuattlm  wo*  lnstruasxol 
In  siring  the  Uses  cf  the 
rest  In  a  crippled  light¬ 
house  relief  Wtip.Dwadi  it 
will  he  difficult  far  you. 


AN  AIRMAN  TO  HIS  MOTHER 

First  published  in  THE  TIMES. June  18th, 1940 

you  will  disappjdnt  re  If  giren  all,  yet  their  sarri-  and  dare  all  for  his  prire- 

ya  <k>  **  «  I“*  Cry  bo  fine  has  resulted  In  the  lple  Hire  the  — rty. «  of 

accept  the  facts  dvspass-  BntLsfc  B^dre.  Wrere  there  old.  fix-rer  la*  tire  tiro 

hotel j.  hr  1  doll  hare  is  a  ann  of  peace.  Jus-  ny  be,  ore  thh«  cat  rrerer 

dare  ay  duty  to  the  unaasr  tier.  and  f renin  for  all.  tre  altered  -  I  doll  hire 

«tf  ay  ability  Jfo  rest  cxi  dj  and  Wr-rr  a  higher  St J lie  'J  Ured  ad  died  at  fhglidr- 

reae.  ad  ns  one  calling  of  aril  venial  fas  emir-  an.  fathing  el  re  renters 

hireaelf  a  am  coild  d>  ad,  and  Is  still  ewolrlng,  are  Jot  rex  can  anything 

l*®5-  that  anywhere  else,  fte  erer  dimge  It. 

1  hare  tlwty,  allure]  this  is  rax  early  cznoerning  You  rent  rex  p  tore  far 

yore  mnuiiw  czairage  in  the  our  owt  Lni.  Tbdjy  re  are  a-,  fer  if  you  really  be- 

face  af  crntijuil  setbacks;  faced  with  the  gremtru  llere  In  tellgecn  are)  all 

In  this  rey  ywi  lure  giren  organised  challenge  to  tfat  It  entails  rtvff  would 

re?  as  gxd  ai  educatlai  ad  Qnristfaraty  are)  drills*-  be  hypocrisy. I  fare  ret  fmr 

bakgraid  as  anyone  In  the  dot  that  the  world  fas  er  of  dwthi  only  a  queer  eln- 

creaffry:  ad  always  to*p  up  a  sett,  ad  I  axnt  nyself  dot....  I  would  fare  It  ro 

appro  ares  withoff  erer  lucky  ad  h  mured  to  be  at  other  rey.  He  unlrerre  Is 

loosing  faith  In  the  fat-  the  right  age  ad  fully  so  or  ad  so  .g-li-a  tint 

ure-My  death  wild  tot  reset  trained  to  throw  ay  fall  the  life  of  one  art  cat  <**- 

tfat  your  stn^gle  his  teen  reigfr  into  the  scale,  far  ly  be  Justified  by  tie  reta¬ 
in  rain.  Far  fro*  it.  It  this  I  fare  to  think  you.  SET  at  his  rewrlfirg  Ur 

roans  tfat  your  ffacrifire  Yet  there  Is  tore  weak  for  ore  as*  to  this  world  to 

is  as  gnat  as  nine.  That**  ^xi  to  it.  The  hare  fax*  acquire  a  personality  ad  a 

rerre  fagfand  ast  «*-  will  still  fare  to  scad  cfaiarrrr  to  take  with  ns 

pact  nothing  fin*  her;  re  united  far  pans  after  the  tfat  an  om  be  *— * — 

defase  aarolres  it  re  re-  wnr  h«  been  m.  F<x  all  fraan.  Time  fat  ent  red 

«trd  <*«■  corexy  as  rorely  tfat  could  he  sold  against  alaep,  pi  asps  ad  porcre- 

a  place  in  faith  to  eat  ad  it.  I  still  arinbdn  tfat  are.  are  ro  h-er~-  thn  a»- 

sJ/*T)*  this  rer  is  a  rery  good  ills  if  all  their  Ures 

History  resxnli  with  thing:  crery  lndiridnl  is  they  are  at  psace. 

aiuscrious  raises  fat  fare  faring  the  dim*  to  glre  I  firmly  ad  ahnlutely 


bellere  tfat  eril  things 
are  as*  lion  the  acrid  to 
try  uc  they  ore  as*  de¬ 
liberately  by  or  Oeator 
to  test  or  total  bone 
fa  knows  fast  Is  good  far 
us.  The  Bible  Is  full  af 
cases  faere  the  assy  way 
out  fas  Inw  fisn id  for 
oral  trinrlplrs. 

I  corns,  ayrelf  fartireite 
in  tfat  I  fare  axn  the 
fade  uaaitry  and  bow  rem 
af  erery  calling.  B*  with 
the  final  test  of  wur  I 
mmidrr  my  cfaracter  fully 
dereloped.  Thus  at  ay  early 
age  my  earthly  al.Trim  is 
already  fulfilled  rad  I  in 
pi  ir, tried  to  die  witfi  Just 
one  regret,  rad  one  only  - 
tfat  I  could  tot  d-tote  ay- 
self  to  raAdng  P*ff  dnclin- 
ing  years  rexe  hippy  by  be¬ 
ing  with  you:  tax  pat  will 
lire  in  peace  and  fraedaa 
an)  I  dull  fare  directly 
contra  hffed  to  tfat  .S3  fare 
again  my  life  will  rot  fare 
beat  in  rein. 

Your  faring  Son, 


COMRADE 


toy /July  1993 


THE  VIVIAN  ROSEWARNE  STORY 


TLKfDG  A  RACE  of  the  nngazInR  HRS  EN3AND  In  late  1968,  the  reader  wxs  tranrtfimri  with  the  mne.  Imping  out  of  tie 
print,  of  VIVIAN  RQSFWARNE.  He  arrir.le  "Salute  the  Soldier  Rets"  by  RAF  historian  GK1KWHER  ELUDIT  revealed  Hwt 
this  young  sen  mb  the  ’\faknoun  Ainwn"  of  World  War  2,  teed  In  death  for  his  letter  to  his  aether.  The  letter-  Wdrh 
In  1950  us  suggested  sfrxild  "cue  day  be  bequeathed  to  the  Nation  and  take  Its  plane  anong  our  records  of  agedem  glory”  us 
attractively  reproduced. 

It  »s  an  aDrtdoml  discovery  far  our  lady  with  the  magazine  far  the,  111®  the  yo»r«  KR3WARNE,  ted  in  tie  193th  been  a  Made- 
diirt  aul  ted  been  close  friends  socially  and  In  the  Rl/ricfiirt:  rads.  3e  ted  known  and  sorrowed  of  his  dnath  In  action  In  1940 
but  nothing  more.  She  us  now  in  her  sevenths  and  had  never  married. 

ffcr  discovery  was  sent  to  an  opinion  not  held  by  the  writer  oontiime  to  question  as  we  be-  ftrteps.  At  least,  with  our 


old  Blackshirt  with  Urrn  she 
was  in  touch,  fa  uas  alsn  a 
one-tine  mnrade  of  Qack^iirt 
Roa&arne  and  us  also  irawnre 
that  his  dead  old  friend  was 
he  Wt>  it  had  been  said  "would 
live  far  ever  in  the  hearts  of 
den",  ft*  saw  mrh  of  the  yotng 
Rosoerne  in  the  wording  of 
the  letter  but  vgs  most  upset 
about  a  sentence  that  ted  been 
used  as  he  believed  it  was  an 

Blackshirt 

Rosewarne 


a  (Hi  at  East  Dulwich 
on  5  Septreher  1916, 

_ VIVIAN  AI1EN  WILLIAM 

IQ23ARE  us  rated  at 
the  tradnn  Choir  Srhnnl  and 
Later  ,f  rent  1928  to  1932  as  a 
boarder  at  Brmtwood  School, 
Essex.  A  letter  fren  the 
srhml  head  Jocks  Hough  to 
his  mother  In  the  family 
papers,  now  at  the  RAF  farr 
eua,Hoadaa,  dna  that  Iks. 
Roaewurnj  had  difflculy  in 
anlnrainlng  young  Vivian's 
school  fees,  lie  gained  his 

grhnnl  rerHfirate  with 
credit  in  Prtrrh,  Mtfhs.ftry- 
■rirs  and  Art  with  distinc- 

Mnn. 

Ch  leaving  school  he  took  an 
office  job  and  tried  to  join 
the  South  African  Mice  but 
was  too  Kang.  We  don't 
know  Wen  he  joined  the  BUF 
but  certainly  by  1934,  that  18, 
he  ms  certainly  a  ytxng  my 
actlws  RLackdilrt,  a  nnnbcr  of 
Wiahledon  Branch. 

His  old  mile  Elackdiirt 
frimd  told  'Xinrade"I  first 
cir  trim  at  the  great  Haley 
Albert  fall  mvting  In  1934 
Wien  we  were  stewards  together 
and  I  believe  he  ted  also  hem 
a  steward  at  the  'battle'  of 
Olympia,  fa  wo  fall  of  enthu- 
stasa.  a  forthright  sort  at 
chop  with  an  r»vgnlng  charac¬ 
ter.  fa  wx3  a  great  one  far 
faaley,  a  young  mm  with  green 
Ideals  that  were  ext-ingirifapti 
by  his  untimely  death.  I  know 
also  that  H«  ■«l»i  rwutnly 
mints  lord  views  that  atvpart- 


and  it  raised  his  doubts  an 
its  authenticity,  particularly 
in  view  of  its  vast  ise  for 
wmdm?  propaganda,  and  he 
a^ced  ’TubBrade"  to  investigate 
-  a  tall  order ! 

Three-year  search 
This  issue  is  the  result  of 
our  throe-yenr  investigrtiuQ. 
Kjrfi  that  wt;  triarxm  is  now 
known  but  there  is  still  nth 
left  monswered.  Wb  dull 


oantirat*  to  question  83  we  be¬ 
lieve  it  aur  duty  to  the  nat¬ 
ion,  to  fait-i.«*i  history,  and 
to  the  dead  VIVIAN  KHWRiK 
whose  patriotisi  mm  abused. 
Time  for  Truth 
Ftertaps  the  establishment 
which  has  forgotten  that  un¬ 
known  yixng  nan  that  it  cnee 
showered  with  praise  and  was 
to  be  "reuHitered  with  pride" 
will  now  put  the  record 
straight. 


The  search  for  his  letter 

- ML  with  the  krowledge  of  VIVIAN  RQEFHWF.'s  Hfadchirt 

post,  (IMttflE  visited  the  RAF  Hmn  to  whom  we  ted  learned 
the  family  papers  had  been  primmed  on  fas.Rosewirne's 
death,  fa  discovered  w*iy  pipers  covering  the  yang  mn's  life  fra* 
birth  to  death  and  the  ensuing  saga  of  the  'Atom's  letter' 

There  wxs  *1.<n  Vivian's  photo-albun  and  significantly  there  were 
four  postcard-size  blank  spaces  covering  the  193Cte  period  faich  had 
obviously  at  one  tine  held  snapshots.  It  is  very  probable  that 
these,  includiong  the  picture  we  have  ined,  hnri  hem  renoved  to 
conceal  his  past  with  Mosley's  Rladcfiirts. 

fat  the  mxst  loportant  documt  at  all,  Vivian  Iteewirne's  origi¬ 
nal  lertvT  to  fads  wither  wxs  not  in  the  fasnarne  archive. 

Subsequently  the  RAF  faseim  did  supply  a  photocopy  at  a  icll  cop¬ 
ied  'letter'  tiiich  mb  irvierstoori  to  have  been  obtained  from  ocher 
axirces.  It  was  an  insigned  letter  and  although  it  ies  warded  ex¬ 
actly  as  the  printed  text  publ  uhed.  one  felt  it  was  not  tte  origin¬ 
al  letter.  The  RAF  Mmm  confirmed  that  'the  executors'  of  fas. 
Rosewarne 's  estate  had  approached  The  Timas  for  the  original  letter 
but  wis  told  that  it  ted  been  last  in  1940  and  therefore  never  re¬ 
turned  to  the  mother,  a  pnsitiai  confined  to  the  Imu  in  their 
own  independent  approach.  'Ahat  an  ailikely  story"  said  CT MWE. 

A  fpkeann  far  the  RAF  fasten  also  ocnfxrmBd  the  view  put  to 
him,  idtich  hod  been  put  to  (IHiAIK  by  an  RAF  historian,  tint  Hup 
(hptaln  IHlton  Keith,  the  station  camnnder,  Wx>  presented  the 
letter,  ted  "probably  crnfrinrtl  the  pilot's  smthnents  into  cne 
letter  which  heemne  knowi  as  the  cne  to  his  arrther".  In  view  of 
later  developments  we  mux  subrrihe  to  this  view  but  nererthe- 
less  does  not  rule  out  that  the  letter  wrr  have  bem  'ar^nised'  by 
the  Ouup  Chptsin. 

By  persistence  (IMJATF.  did  discover  that  an  original  letter  did 
exist,  in  the  archives  of  News  Internatiarnl  vfr>  now  own  The  Tunes. 
The  results  of  this  discovery  unfold  we  hope  in  this  issue.  Our  old 
Hlodchirt  ccrarade  who  ad®d  ts  investigate  was  infomed,  abrxit 
which  we  are  glad,  but  te  suddenly  died,  fa  were  badly  in  need  at 
real  evidence  on  Rnswame  the  Rladohirt  and  ted  inderstood  that 
the  lady  dn  ted  been  a  Hlackshirt  ted  this  evidence. 

But  we  ted  little  lnfornutioin  on  her  identity.  It  will  be  seen 
by  elsetiicre  in  this  i.'or  that  this  prohlan  wb  resolved. 


ed  Vivian’s  activities  fren 
conversing  with  her  on  the 
ocraainm  I  visited  their 
tfhhlrrim  hone. I  kept  in  touch 
with  Urn  through  his  mxher 
after  be  bad  jedned  the  RAF, 
but  than  along  came  the  wir 
and  by  the  tine  I  beard  af  his 
faath  I  wxs  as  you  know  in  a 


British  ccnomasatdoa  camp." 

"I  know"  te  anti rind,  “that 
he  ted  a  lot  at  time  far  Hit¬ 
ler  aid  Notionalist  SnrinHv 
Gmny.  fa  believed  they  were 
good  far  Cermny  aal  indeed 
that  Garay  wxs  a  bulwark  ag¬ 
ainst  Soviet  cmartism  fao  be 
regarded  as  'the  greatest 


had  in  the  193th  hnm  a  HI  ark  - 
of  his  death  in  action  in  1940 

farhsps.  At  least,  with  our 
revelatkns  VIVIAN  KHMKNK 
corns  in  out  af  the  cold  and 
again  in  union  with  the  long 
line  of  Btadc^rirt  comrades 
stretching  wiy  back  into  the 
past,  his  bob*  y  safe  in  the 
hrxtj  af  we  few  do  are  left, 
and  in  HrilL-fi  history. 

BLsdcinrt  and  Flying  Offic¬ 
er  VIVIAN  RDHWWtE  tes  re¬ 
turned  to  base. 

The  riddle  of 
Group  Capt. 
Hilton  Keith 

0ES  THAN  24  hours  after 
Flying-Office  ICGBWBC 
wxs  missing  an  the 
badilng  misdon  ovr  Rplgim, 
his  steticxi  anmdr  at  RAF, 
fatten.  GKJP  GAPDUN  C  HH3TH 
KEITl!  ted  siicd  his  aotixa  far 
permlssfan  to  have  her  sen's 
letter  pUiliteod.  Writing  an 
Jur  1st  1940  he  wrt  ahead  of 
the  Air  Ministry's  offical 
notice  to  Mrs.RooMrae.  Tte 
fact  that  he  wxs  involved  at 
all  at  this  stage  as  it  wri 
the  nonal  pruceedure  far  the 
Sqindnn  Ccnmwtr  to  write  to 
the  text -of -kin  and  return  any 
dead  ni nan's  effects.  This  in 
fact  acurned  sewaral  dxys  lat  ¬ 
er  km,  on  9th  Jure  WINK 
nmvwn  J.W.RCWIffi  inforad 
the  wither  tint  the  sqindrcn 
wri  mrintainlng  that  her  sm 
had  "landed  sifely  aid  that  we 
mix  hoar  af  him  and  hhs  era/ 
during  the  casing  weeks". 

It  therefore  seems  tint  Wien 
the  Kxng  HHUAfftE  soys  in 
bis  letter  to  bis  mother  that 
"I  have  instructed  this  lerter 
to  be  fiarwirdod  to  you  far* rid 
I  fail  to  return"  he  hoi  in 
fact  lodged  it  with  the  sat 
Continual  Ffege  5 


challenge  to  Qsistlanity  and 
dvilisntion  that  the  world 
tes  ever  seal'. 

lilt  be  was  not  interested  In 
Germwiy  believing  that  Britain 
had  enough  to  do  developing 
her  H^rLre,  and  with  Mosley  to 
lead,  surpass  anything  the 

Continued  Rage  5 
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‘Airman’s 
Letter’  Film 
also  faked 

(■  ■  ilffl  MICHAEL  POWHL  as 
ill  praiixT  and  JDK 
[I  GHIfll)  mnatx3r",the 
'Ainm'a  Letter'  was  "turned 
by  M3M  into  an  nrnnlly, 
touching,  yet  not  mwirlte, 
teort  flW  arid  The  Times  ob- 
itmry  on  the  edrmn's  ■other 
yegg  luhT.  It  Joined  the 
Imdzeds  of  thousands  cnplw 
of  the  letter  In  various  for¬ 
mats  that  fend  a  tremendous 
effect  on  the  thlridng  ®*i 
fee  ling  AngLo-Somn  world...." 
to  “further  serve  the  national 
Interest..." 


Thatched  cottage?  A  sketch  af 
the  Rosewarne  tvrae  in  Ihra 
toad.  Vitebsk*!  in  tte  19T>3 


4 IHILTOW  KEITH 

im  comnder,  again  «  tnjsu- 
al  proceodurc.  Other  a)  ram 
left  such  letters  -  even  if 
less  ptelitenhle  -  but  these 
were  usually  fcxnd  mang  the 
dead  alum's  effects. 

This  CDOld  erflain  Urj  the 
(kon>  Chptain  wn  so  <yri<-lr  off 
the  mirk,  but  not  tey  the 
hurry?  It  certainly  would  hove 
been  an  eanticml  stuck  for 
the  motber.ems)  If  oltiantely 
a  plamff  one.  If  news  event- 
tally  cor  that  ha-  sen  w« 
alive.  His  pmatture  rclone 
of  the  infra  mitlon  wwili)  ex¬ 
plain  Wry  there  *a3  nearly  a 
three  woek  delay  before  THE 
TECS  ptUatiOB  of  the  lett¬ 
er,  waiting  rmftnm-tm  of 
artml  or  proUihle  death  af 
the  jtxng  airmmi. 

In  his  letter  to  THE  TECS 
the  station  cmnrtnder  said  "I 
hope  this  letter  hit  be  road 


"THIS  ENGLAND"  Winter  1988 

It  stirred  old  memories  of 
the  girl  who  never  forgot 


Released  a  year  after  the 
letter's  publication  In  July 
1941  "An  Aim  to  fads  fetter" 
opened  with  that  typical  scene 
of  Brgland  so  beloved  by  our 
Anerican  cousins  -  the  country 
lane  with  thatched  cottage, the 
caraera  then  dwelling  cn  the 
maaorabilia  packed  unknown 
adman's  root  larintainod  for 
him  in  his  mother's  hcras.There 
was  of  course  passing  Wots  of 
the  letter,  his  barter  squad- 
im  plaque  and  such  collect¬ 
ables,  even  a  hx»wcing,typd— 
cal  of  the  image  of  the  life¬ 
style  of  nany  erf  those  yorayg 
BigliWircn  who  'readied  for 
the  sky'  before  ending  their 
teort  lives  in  the  RAF. 

Ten.  it  tas  a  touching  film 
pirn  If  the  Roseterne  hose  vn 
a  mjdest  srrt -detached  in  Ebra 
fond.  Vitelerim,  and  the  yotng 
war's  room  transferred  to  a 
set  at  rVrtem  Stalins. 

In  fact  the  only  authentici¬ 
ty  in  the  filw  w»  was  a  few 
snapdnts  and  ftetos,  fimed 
for  the  film,  and  the  'letter' 
which  we  now  know  wot  hove 
been  the  faked  copy,  the 
nuns  tnxrabi  1  la.  including  the 
sqmrtnn  plaque,  borrowed  frai 
other  sources. 

'Writing  to  fes  itriwimr  in 
fetch  1941,  Michael  fbwell 
reported  that,  they  had  to  make 
slight  alteration  to  the  film 
•nnd  tracks". .  ."owing  to  a 
T\im  to  feae  6 

by  the  greatest  possible  nerte 
er  of  our  oomtrynm  at  haw 
and  ahrend".  It  is  inconceiv¬ 
able  that  he  had  taken  this 
initiative  before  prior  perm¬ 
ission  from  a  higher  author¬ 
ity. 

oof  cumw  a  Aire  nm 

KITH,  bom  In  Grodr  served  in 
France  in  RWS  and  RAF  in  forld 
\tir  1  and  aftervnrds  served  for 
four  years  at  the  RAF  College. 
Between  the  win  he  had  srreral 
postils  at  hove  and  overseas 
and  in  1933  was  appointed  Assis¬ 
tant  Director  of  Scientific 
Research  and  wis  regarded  as  a 
spaa  list  in  air  navigation  and 
amvnsit  duties.  He  took  over 
the  a  in  navi  of  RAF,  Hirtnra  in 
late  1939. 

Following  the  publlcaticn  of 
the  'Airman's  letter'  the  Ooup 
Captain  was  invited  to  tend  out 
the  letter  an  HE  Radio,  presun- 
ably  with  Air  Ministry  permis¬ 
sion  and  developed  a  person] 


FTFR  the  sukkn  death 
af  our  old  comade  who 
had  given  the  infnrat- 
ion  on  VIVIAN  HHMVUffi.  we 
were  faced  with  the  lack  of 
evidence  of  his  Rladcrfurt 
post,  evidence  that  m  vu"y 
necessary  should  this  truth  he 
ctnllrngpd  after  p»  Ail  lrariiji 
of  thr  stray  w  knew  we  hod  to 
write,  it  kn-w  af  the  'lady 
with  the  ■nsm'.ine  -  but  Were7 
IflHwvtely  we  were  «h1e  to 
approach  her  and  she  has  supp¬ 
lied  Irrefutable  evidence;  the 
photo  teich  w?  use  in  this 
issue. 

She  has  also  been  kind  en 
cx^i  to  tell  is  a  little  more 
about  the  yxng  Vivian.  This  is 
her  story. 

'V?  wre  friends  for  quite  a 
virile"  she  aid,  ''with  mitml 
interests  in  doam,  singing  mid 
Ice-doting.  'A?  went  to  Qubto 
Clii)  or  Rirhwrt  Ice  Rink  pract¬ 
ically  every  uvk  and  visited 
each  others  hams  and  Vivian  and 
fes.Roscwinu  mtindvi  my  2Lvt 
Birththy  dare.  I  was  a 
miter  af  rwj  Operatic  Snriev-ies 
art  Vivian  used  to  attend  re- 
hoarsils  with  «t'" 

Hie  confirmed  that  he  tost 
ureter  of  ’Aimbledon  Rranch  of 
British  tkrian,  tin  (Autograph  in 
his  Blackteirt  irnfora  t.okm  hy 
her  in  the  garden  of  Ibra 


curresvutee  relaticrteip  with 
Mrs  Rosewarne.  Several  nenths 
later  he  wrs  posted  to  take 
connnml,  frcn  1941-42,  at  lb. 31 
Bathing  and  Orrery  School,  a 
arm?  about  tech  he  vb  later  to 
criyi lain  bitterly. 

"1  will  probably  write  a  hook" 
he  ted  .writing  to  fes.Rosewnrru 
firm  Canada  in  April  1941.  It 
will  "indite  my  days  at  Mitt  ret 


Road.Viteledcn  home. 

"I  was  a  aster  of  another 
Icndrn  branch"  te  ted,  but  met 
often  at  Ketlngs.  Ur  also  en¬ 
joyed  going  to  fbtlcml  ffead- 
qmrtrm  in  Onlsea  to  sing  the 
party  songs".  (The  Black  'buae: 
fii.) 

ted  he  wis  an  except  i  ami 
artist  mi  "could  be  quite  a 
poet".  9ie  had  cn  anny  occasions 
receira)  letters  firm  film  'Sait- 
ten  In  poetry  rather  the  prose". 
9v?  therefore  lad  no  difficult/ 
in  believing  in  such  terras  as  in 
the  ’Airman's  letter'  tech  m 
saw  for  the  first  tinr  three 
years  ago  in  the  mgazine. 

9*?  wis  confused  about  fes. 
Rosewarne.  If  s tv  bar)  seen  thp 
origin'll  letter  she  could  tut 
iaBgine,  knowing  ha- ,  giving  her 
peximssicn  ftr  the  warding  to  be 
altered. 

'Ae  also  wav  confused  -  mti  1 
with  mare  tbombt  we  <siw  tbu 
allowances  bv)  to  be  made  far 
the  situation  thrust  uprai  her. 

In  respect  of  her  witees.  til! 
girl  Uv>  many  jours  ago, teen  "In 
cur  teens  we  had  triad)  idnals  of 
teat  we  would  write  for  our  cout- 
try",  farad  a  dose  friendteip 
with  the  yang  mn  who  ms  to 
becoB?  the  rntian's  'inknom 
ainnm' ,  we  will  leave  her  with 
her  maories,  to  be  rasmbered, 
as  Just  the  trfann  'lady  with 


md  you  will  probably  read  n 
Little  about  your  son..."  he 
con  tinted. 

A  year  later  he  was  back  in 
Bigland  to  coannd  the  RAF  Qnt- 
ral  Ginnery  School  at  Sutton 
Bridge  mri  he  tack  a  poor  view 
of  teat  he  fond  there  mil  writ¬ 
ing  to  Mrs  Rosewrrne  in  June 

Turn  to  Ftaae  6 


the  mssiziix? 


A^ROSEWARNE 

Cans  had  done.  That  Is  Way 
I  an  very  suspicious  about  the 
authenticity  of  his  letter." 

Li)®  nuny  ytxng  KLack^airts 
he  had  his  haad  in  the  sky  and 


in  1936  applied  but  was  turned 
dcwi  for  mi  RAF  teort  service 
connrission.  He  was  then  fortu¬ 
nate  to  get  a  job  with  Scott 
IVos,  a  Stock  Exchange  firm  in 
Bistopsgate  and  was  then  able 
to  join  fb.601  (County  of  lon¬ 


don)  Sqirsdron  AAF.  Accepted 
then  far  Preliminary  Flying 
Training  in  fey  1937  he  was 
a  year  later  able  to  obtain 
his  short  service  oonmission. 

Did  he  wits  the  finus 
letter?  It  would  seoa  so  but 


not  the  fated  letter  pub¬ 
lished,  and  their  is  sor 
evidence  and  certainly  a 
deep  instinct  to  suggest 
that  the  original  is  not  al  l 
it  seesas. 
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1942  he  said  that  he  had  Vrr~ 
lnd  hade  an  19  April  and  hove 
been  renhle  to  get  a  straight 
wnxwT  Uiy  he  had  been  recall¬ 
ed  dnrt  of  the  prescribed 
Hm»  in  Cbnada. 

Her  rfrrted  Mm  out  of  tor- 
hre  an  a  tnapad  up  mre  and 
as  a  sop  they  gave  ■■  a  ment¬ 
ion  In  despatches  far  the  good 
rede  (fane  there. 

The  pxeaent  Vice  Chief  of 
Air  Staff  does  not  like  re  and 
as  long  as  he  mins  of  Air 
Cbvdl  will  newer  get  prawt- 
ed".  (Air  Chief  Hmfiall  Sir 
Wilfred  Preamn:Fd.) 

By  September  he  vns  wiring 
to  Nr  Jaas  t faugh,  headmster 
of  Brentwood  School  who  had 
Invited  him  to  give  a  lantern 
lecture:  "I  aa  leaving  this 
atari  m  aooeUnt  earlier  than 
I  had  anticipated  and  do  not 
know  *f  future  reserents  -  nor 
fall  I  intll  I  oa  back  fro* 
10  days  lane  I  am  starting 


But  his  next  rove  after 
leave  tats  to  the  ftixtm  Clinic 
firm  wf»;rp  he  res  to  wite  an 
Mjvedwr  1  to  *fas.Roserem? 
that  he  res  ttere  to  "try  red 
get  rid  of  a  creeking  hip  I 
got  In  Qmada,"  and  that  he 
had  left  RAF  Sutton  Bridge.  "T 
hove  a  feeling"  he  continued, 
"that  I  ^wll  he  retired  very 
probably  before  I  am  53  (in  a 
year's  tire)  -  and  ai  there¬ 
fore  looking  out  for  a  civil¬ 
ian  Job.  I  tn  trying  to  get 
with  the  TOC  as  re  iiiuiot, 
but  I  in  told  it  is  very  diff¬ 
icult... without  she  influ¬ 
ence.  I  wonfar  if  you  know 
anyone  at  dp  ISC  with  Una 
you  reuld  be  kind  an^i  to 
put  In  a  good  word  an  sy  be¬ 
half?"  Ite  told  her  that  he  and 
his  wife  had  bnu^tt  their 
first  pemnnunt  hoie  Wtich  "fie 
res  setting  ip  at  Rirley,  and 


5  I  FILM  FAKED 

slight  and  (fart  in  the  lab  .and 
we  rental  sir  additional 
«*o ts  of  the  letter  itself". 
The  film  would  ready  at  the 
end  of  the  week  to  «frv  to  KM 
and  the  Air  Qmnril . 

According  to  "ffaitish  Offic¬ 
ial  Films  in  the  Second  World 
Wtr"  sponsored  by  The  Imperial 
Vhr  Mnaem,  there  vert;  1,887 
filras"offficially  'presented' 
to  people  in  Britain"  during 
Second  Vbrld  Wir,  "thrash 
which  British  (inn  inet  dir¬ 
ectly  sought  to  influence  Bri¬ 
tish  people  of  all  age3  -  not 
only  in  dans,  bat  also  in 
factory  cantrms.  tfarch  halls 


tim  returned  to  his  attack  on 
the  Air  Chief  f’hrshall.’T  find 
thrt  I  ought  to  have  been  pro¬ 
moted  in  toy  1940,  but  I  fell 
fnd  of  Wilfred  Bun  in 
1994  red  be  has  spiked  ay 

-  .  a -  • 

praDCBQ  Dai.  •  •• 

On  1924  the  Ocxp  Cbptaln 
vos  hnsnd  at  the  RAF  Staff 
fhllege  Wvre  the  Air  Chief 
Mirdoll ,  then  a  Gboup  Chptain 
web  an  instructor.  Gd.) 

Marring  to  his  EBC  asprira- 
he  continued;  "I  thii* 
lit  was  mj  bmmfasst  of  Viv- 
lm'a  letter  that  decided  re 
to  apply  to  the  roC  -  so  any 
Hk  yourself  sold  such  kind 
tilings  abort  my  voice  re  the 
air." 

for  (faoup  Chptain  Hilton 
frith  there  followed  a  brief 
spell  at  the  Air  Ministry  and 
wa  placed  on  the  retired  list 
In  April,  Joining  the  staff  of 
the  fflC  In  June  but  before  he 
left  Mrs  tfasererne  res  writing 
re  his  behalf  to  Fkentreod 
School's  heackB3ter  to  fix  the 
Omp  Chptain's  lantern  lee- 
tame  visit,  and,  "would  you 
pay  Ms  espreses?" 

ft*  died  in  ftjffar  194b,age 
53,  at  aramd  the  tire  the 
k*  he  bad  praised  to  vmlte, 
I  told  my  Aim  res  prtill*«i. 
Ert  it  did  not,  as  praised. 
■reion  Flying  Officer  Vivlm 
ftrewnrne,  or  the  ufcnore  air- 
are  —*1  Ms  letter  to  Ms 


I  OUR  BLACKSHIRT  DEAD 


Set-William 


tfare  the  Group  Captain's 
tumbles  In  the  last  three 
years  of  Ms  RAF  service 
really  corned  by  the  Air  Chief 
Mw-inl  ]  for  something  that 
returned  twenty  years  before? 

tt_«e_the2_coreiBOTdjd^ 
viamever  the  part  res  that  the 


nmire  of  the  "Alram's  letter 
to  Ms  Mithg-?". 


red  schoolroom".  Hie  Michael 
Ifawell  film  is  not  listed  as 
one  of  than. 

So  Wo  paid  for  the  film  to 
be  mvefe?  KM?  It  would  not 
hive  been  financially  viable 
so  iaprobable. 

Baerything  points  to  it  be¬ 
ing  a  Govemnent  piropngarvii 
film  but  the  subject  regarded 
probably  as  too  'sensative'  to 
carry  the  wirtime  Ministry  of 
Information  credit. 

lit  was  not  to  be  seen  by  the 
British  people  and  the  '  Anglo  - 
Snm  world*  as  a  prupagnds 
project,  Wiich  it  res. 

And  like  the  original  lett¬ 
er,  ho#  mxh  Is  deception  and 
hmr  ndi  truth? 


Mr  brother  and  I  both 
come  to  the  sane  ao- 
cluslan  in  the  1930s  and 
joined  British  Obion  in 
Merseyside'  farmer  Black¬ 
shirt  Rob  Thaason  told 
Charade.  'My  younger  txuth- 
er,  WILLIAM  NBfBY  THJOOM. 
then  in  his  teens,  was 
pxuud  to  wsar  his  Black¬ 
shirt  whenever  he  was  off- 
duty  firm  Boots  In  Birken¬ 
head  where  he  was  a  dis- 
picnoer.Whon  was  seemed  in¬ 
evitable  he  joined  the  TA 
and  was  in  the  army  f  ran 
toy  1* 

Hie  brothers  never  met 
again  but  at  what  was  to  be 
his  last  Qiristmas,1943, 
William  left  for  his  broth¬ 
er  at  their  parent's  home, 
a  copy  of  Story  of  a  Nor¬ 
folk  Farm  by  British  Union 
writer  Henry  Williamson, 
which  he  had  borrowed,  arti 
a  Christmas  present  of  the 
author's  Hie  Beautiful 
Years. 

It  was  July  18,  the  day 
that  Kxitqurery  launched 
Operation  Goodwocri  to  by¬ 
pass  the  stubborn  German 
garrison  at  Chen  and  res 
proceeded  by  the  heaviest 
carpet  tombing  of  a  battle¬ 
field  yet  seen.  Hie  follow¬ 
ing  large-scale  armoured 
offensive  was,  however, 
halted  by  the  1st  SS  Panzer 
Mvisicn  hurried  forward  to 
block  the  breakout  at  tour 
guebus  Ridge. 

Meanwhile  in  a  field  near 
Ranvllle,  surrounded  by  old 
gliders  firm  the  tv-toy 
drcp,  ex -Blackshirt  Thomson, 
now  a  Sgt  RAMC,  was  with 
his  unit, No. 7  Field  Dress¬ 
ing  Station  and  that  night, 
the  Ixiftwaffe,  with  exten¬ 
sive  use  of  flares  and 
anti-personel  tombs,  be¬ 
lieving  the  base  to  be  an 
airfield  because  of  the 
gliders,  berabed  it  far  an 
hour  leaving  it  a  blazing 
inferno  of  gliders,  tanks 
and  lorries ,  aid  Sgt  .Thera 
sen  was  hit  and  later  died 
fron  wounds. 

tfa  res  buried  first  in 
Ranville  Church  Cemetery 
but  now  lies  in  Ranville 's 
War  Cemetery,  perhaps  close 
by  his  brother  Blackshirt 
Chpitain  Charles  Gnaenwtnl, 
killed  with  the  8th  toras 
on  D-toy  1  ,in  this  issue's 
Roll  of  Honour. 

0  Brother  Rob  Hicmson,  nev 
79,  has  lived  for .nearly  50 
years  with  a  shattered  arm 
sustained  in  Normandy. 

Bnbarking  for  France  with 
the  6th  Btn  King’s  (km 
Scottish  Borderers  he  was 
wounded  in  July,  the  month 


Eking  Officer 

Vivian  Rosewarnc 

PWAS  on  a  reooanaiss- 
noe  flight  over  the 
River  Elbe  and  North  West 
Genreny  on  7  April  1940 
that  Flying  Officer  VIVIAN 
ROSaORNE  first  skippered 
an  RAP  38  Squadron  oper- 
tion.  Tko  days  Later,  as 
the  Royal  Navy  was  setting 
about  its  task  of  mining 
Norwegian  territorial  wat¬ 
ers,  the  Germans  got  in 
first  with  a  full-scale 
invasion  of  Norway  ,a  point 
made,  hopefully  only  as  it 
turned  out,  in  his  letter 
to  his  mother. 

As  the  Norwegian  campaign 
developed  during  April  he 
crewed  two  bombing  operat¬ 
ions  against  German-held 
Norwegian  airfields.  In  toy 
the  battle  of  France  had 
erupted  and  on  27  toy  he 
again  piloted  his  Welling¬ 
ton  on  a  tombing  target  at 
St.  Oner  to  assist  the 
hard-pressed  British  troops 
retreating  to  Dunkirk. 

Throe  days  later, 30  toy, 
with  Belgiun  surrendered , 
Boulogne  fallen  and  (it  La  Is 
in  flames  around  the  belea- 
gured  British  garrison's 
gallant  last  stand,  he  took 
off  from  RAF  Kirhxn  ninety- 
five  minutes  before  mid¬ 
night  on  his  fateful  miss¬ 
ion.  Piloting  Wellington 
1 13 162  with  9  other  38  Sqdn 
Wellingtons,  the  target  res 
Dixnuta,  and  Ypires  believed 
to  be  an  the  rearguard  per¬ 
imeter  of  the  British  re¬ 
treat  to  Dunkirk. 

All  aircraft  except  H3162 
returned  to  base  reporting 
heavy  AA  and  searchlights, 
and  although  his  squadron 
oaimander  wrote  to  Vivian’s 
mother  nine  days  later  that 
he  had  made  many  enquiries 
aid  learned  nothing,  it  had 
been  reported  by  another 
pilot  that  he  had  seen  an 
aircraft  crash  In 

flames 'about  6  miles  oi 
Osteal*. 

We  have  not  found  any  re¬ 
port  or  record  of  the  fifd- 
ing  of  the  crew  or  air¬ 
craft  but  found  he  res  for 
he  now  lies  in  Venae  (FUnes) 
<  I  minn.il  Qro?tery ,  Belgiixti. 

Through  all  the  propagin 
da  use  that  was  made  of  his 
letter  after  his  depth 
there  is  one  thing  of  which 
wo  can  be  sure. 

Re  was  proud  and  glad  to 
have  "lived  and  died  an 
Englishman". 

his  brother  died,  arri  dis¬ 
charged  in  February  1946 
after  many  months  in 
hospital. 
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A  Dictatorship  of  Words 


TORIES  TOPS  FOR 
SWEATED  LABOUR 


By  ROBERT  ROW 


SO  now  It  is  'official'. 

Our  Tbry  government 
stands  openly  and  utriinnl 
Cor  sweated  labour!  Jl  Brit- 
l.<A  firm  that  has  »nrlf»  Army 
mi  forma  for  nearly  100 
years  is  closing  down  be¬ 
cause,  according  tz>  the 


versions  are  being  imported 
from  ffarocoo".It  will  save 
the  Chancellor  ■iTHnra 
buying  from  North  African 
sweatshops,  but  it  cost  all 
the  jobs  in  the  Gloucester 
factory  with  a  century  of 
fine  service. 

So  ouch  for  Major's  're¬ 
covery'  and  the  way  his 
'free  trade'  doctrine 
works . 

Yet  this  is  only  the  latest 
case  in  a  very  long  story  .Free 
trade  during  the  1920s  meant 
big  imports  of  cheap  Fblish 
coal  Wien  thousands  of  ft-itish 
miners  were  out  of  work.  In 
1926,  the  year  of  the  General 
Strike,  Mosley  spoke  to  miners 
all  over  Britain,  demanding  an 
end  to  these  imports,  and  de¬ 
cent  wages  in  the  coal  indust¬ 
ry.  That  was  Uiy  the  miners' 
leader  A. J. Cook  signed  the 
Mosley  MrrLfiesto  in  1930. 

It  was  the  so'  story  in  the 
1930b,  again  under  the  Tories. 
Sweated  labour  and  price  cutt¬ 
ing  by  India,  Japan  and  Hong 
Kong  destroyed  Lancashire's 
cotton  industry,  ftritidi  farm¬ 
ers  faced  ruin  as  cut-priced 
Argentine  beef,  Chinese  liquid 
eggs  and  barley  from  other 
countries  flooded  into  Brit¬ 
ain.  Again  Mosley  campaigred 
against  the  vicious  effects  of 
free  trade ,  advancing  his 
Morin  First  policy  of  exclu¬ 
sion  of  these  mnecessary 
imports. 

Indeed,  the  1939/45  war  ves 
partly  a  war  to  make  the  world 
safe  for  free  trade,  and  the 
lower  wage  standards  of  col¬ 
oured  coin  tries  that  went  with 


lady  Thatcher's 
'visitors'  staved  on 
as  illegal  entrants 

Vhen  the  war  was  over,  once 
again  the  Tories  led  the  way. 
Britain  ws  inundated  by  West 
Indians  throughout  the  195CB. 
Mosley  vamed  again  and  again 
that  they  were  brought  in  to 
create  a  pool  of  cheap  labour. 
Later  the  Heath  government  ad¬ 
mitted  thousands  of  Asians 
from  Uganda.  There  were  also 
many  others  Uo  came  as  'vis¬ 
itors'  under  Lady  Thatcher  but 
stayed  an  as  illegal 
entrants  .To  these  Tory  govern¬ 
ments  we  owe  M tain's  5  mill¬ 
ion  immigrants  -  and  a  massive 
drug  problem. 

But  while  Britain  was  des¬ 
troying  herself  as  a  Rmopean 
nation,  the  inrkwtrtaHsaHnn 
of  Asia  gathered  puce.  There 
are  now  about  a  dozen  snail 
Asian  sweatshops  on  the  so- 
called  ftaeifJc  Rim  working 
flat  out  on  wages  no  Mtirfi 
worker  would  accept.  Towering 
above  than  is  Cbrnmnist  China 
with  the  fastest-growing  eoon- 
oray  in  Asia  ad  1,000  mi  Him 
well-drilled  people  on  the 
lowest  wages  of  all.  Mosley 
predicted  this  in  1932  in  has 
Greater  Britain  ,  and  indeed, 
he  and  his  new  Mtibb  Union 
rejected  the  doctrine  of  free 
trade  root  and  branch. 

William  Rees-Mbgg  ba3  said 
in  the  Times  that  China  will 
dominate  the  world  in  the  21st 
in  it  my.  Bill  .Lmiesm  has  said 
in  the  Smday  Tfelegraph  that 
aver  a  third  of  international 
investnent  is  being  poured  in¬ 
to  these  sweat^raps.  Low  wages 
and  high  investnmt  in  the 
East  anoint  to  a  deadly  threat 
to  the  whole  Western  way  of 
life. 

If  Britain  oontinugs  to 
ding  to  this  free  trade  trade 
doctrine  much  longer,  and  it 


ent,  this  threat  will  becone 
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4  LET  CHINA  SLEEP . When  she  awakes  she  will  astonish  the  world  f 

German  Kaiser  Wilhelm  11,  1908 


<N0  LIMITS  ARE  NOW  SET. .  .to  the  backward  labour  of  the  Orient  in  ocxqpeti- 
ion  with  the  skilled  labour  of  the  West. . .  .that  tendency  is  bound  to 
increase  to  become  a  deadly  threat  to  the  whole  white  standard  of  life. . . . 
to  Western  civilisation  itself  V  Oswald  Mosley, The  Greater  Britain,  1932 


THE  NEXT  SUPERPOWER? 


SWEATSHOP  CHINA 


Threat  to  the  West 


By  ROBERT  ROW 


BRITAIN  has  fought  one  great  war  to  end  1  wars,  and 
another  to  wipe  fascism  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  In 
both  cases  we  were  told  the  outocme  would  be  a  better 
world.  Freedom  and  peace  would  flourish  among  the  nat¬ 
ions. 

What  we  have  got  today  however  are  continual  conflicts 
and  a  great  many  dictatorships .  tones ty  reports  cast  a 
lurid  light  an  their  doings.  Since  1945  there  have  been 
approximately  200  wars  both  large  and  small,  innumerable 
armed  coups  against  elected  governments,  and  now  bigger 
industrial  nations  are  squaring  up  for  trade  wars. 

So  ouch  for  the  better  world. 


@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


'Bit  though  M  mtmIwi 
an  mittm, 

rM#,r*v  faith  ean  i u*«r 
il*lm 

HOCKING  AND  PAY 
First  Official  Own  l  ties 
Goony?  T.22.4  Kenneth  G.20. 
RAF  9  SgJn:  voluntary  air 
gunners  and  Blackshirt  aom- 
rades:killad  in  action  Kell 
Canal  bcnfclng  German  Fleet 
second  day  of  war:  Ikxtckfng 
ronebered  cn  Air  Fbroo  Mam 
orial.Ruiiiymude  with  20,546 
other  Allied  airmen  with  no 
known  grave:  toy  first  bur¬ 
led  with  full  military  hon¬ 
ours  by  Luftwaffe*  at  Qng- 
taven  Oemetory:  now  lies  in 
Becklingen  tor  ttmebery, 
Sol tau , Germany. 

4  Seotatoer  1939 
imiLNG. dement:  Blackshirt 
speaker, Kit)  Admin  Officer 
and  Pari  .Chnd  .Mood  Green: 
one  of  five  Haling  Black¬ 
shirt  brothers:  died  Germ¬ 
an  concentration  comp  Wen 
brother  GOT  in  British 
concentration  camp:  at  31: 
lies  in  pcaoow  Qmeterv, 
to land.  17  August  1942 

UMD.Pfaa.W.P:  RBJ4K  reserv¬ 
ist:  Norwood  British  Union: 
killed  in  action  Normandy: 

remembered  Services  Panel, 

Norwood  Oitaiy. 

27  October  1944 
mCW,  P/Off  Demis  DFH:  RAF 
(VR):  207  l  607  tomtouster 

Ggin:age  21 :killod  in  act¬ 

ion  over  Kents  tom:lles  in 
Dumboch  Ometery,  Germany. 

7  October  1944 
YEAPWt.St/Sqt  F.J:  Glider 
Pilot  Regt  Army  Air  Ctrps: 
age  28:  killed  in  action 
Arnhem:  lies  in  Qostertsak 
tor  Cemetery ,  Hollahrl . 

24  a^tatocr  1944 


Ifcw  nany  of  our  public 
leaders  during  the  second 
world  war  foresaw  the  pres¬ 
ent  state  of  the  world?  The 
vast  majority.  The  vast  maj¬ 
ority,  solely  preoccupied 
with  the  defeat  of  the  'ev¬ 
il'  fascist  states  stood  un¬ 
moved  when  bens  of  thousands 
of  enemy  civilians  died 
horribly  as  Dresden,  Hiro¬ 
shima  and  fegasaki  were  eff¬ 
iciently  incinerated.  Sane 
even  regarded  these  crimes 
on  tills  grand  scale  as  the 
spec ta culor  finale  to  a 
'just  war'  before  peace  and 
freedom  could  reign  on 
earth. 

The  "Big  Three"  who  led 
their  alliance  to 
victory,  Churchill,  Stalin 
eind  Roosevelt,  appeared 
veritable  Titans  in  1945 


and  were  acclaimed  as  such 
by  cur  public  men.  Yet  it 
is  remarkable  that  the  id¬ 
eas  they  represented  have 
been  swept  away  in  the 
peace  they  planned .  The 
first  to  go  was  Church¬ 
ill's  old-fashioned  Brit¬ 
ish  imperialism.  Next, 
though  it  took  longer,  was 
Stalinism.  Despite  its 
array  of  tank  armies  it 
has  perished  nonetheless 
because  of  its  own  Marxist 
'contradictions'  and  other 
factors.  Boris  Yeltsin 
sits,  somewhat  precarious¬ 
ly,  in  Stalin’s  chair  in 
the  Kremlin  today,  though 
Russia  remains  ,as  Church¬ 
ill  correctly  described 
it,  "a  riddle  wrapped  in  a 

-  » 
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RESERVATIONS  REQUIREO  NOW -COMPLETE  INSERT 


MOSLEY'S 

EAST 

LONDON 


rRCM  EAST  Ulim  in  the 
plain  wards  of  a  real 
EhstEnder,  the  part  play¬ 
ed  by  Manley  and  British  Un¬ 
ion  in  the  1930s  we  publish 
in  this  issue. 

Of  the  hope  given  to  a 
poor  but  proud,  deeply  pat¬ 
riotic  tightly-knit  people 
who  the  political  system  had 
consigned  to  permanent  dep¬ 
rivation  and  want, and  of  the 
affection  returned  to  the 
man  who  remains  ever  in 
their  hearts,  wherever  they 
new  be,  of  that  staunch  and 
loyal  treed. 

UauNlfc  KBcaiW  put  pen  to 
paper  on  reading  a  letter 
from  an  academic  asking  for 
Information  on  British  Union 
Ln  the  1930s  in  his  local 
paper  and  decided  it  was  time 
to  'stand  and  be  counted' .  He 
still  lives  in  his  beloved 
Bethnal  Green  not  far  from 
where  he  was  bom  where  his 
father, gassed  and  wounded 
three  times  in  the  war  that 
was  to  end  all  wars  and  un¬ 
able  to  work  told  him  "Mosley 
was  right".  Times  were  hard 
and  it  was  'a  job  to  make 
ends  meet'.  As  a  youngster  he 
witnessed  the  Increasing  mass 
support  for  Mosley's  Black¬ 
shirts.  If  the  war  had  not 
ocme  when  17  he  would  hive 
joined  but  his  support  for 
Mosley  lasted  a  lifetime  and 
adds  some  significance  for 
those  academics  who  new  study 
the  British  Uhicn  story. 

Joining  the  RAF  ln  1940  he 
served  for  6  years  ln  Africa 
and  Italy  during  which  his 
parents  survived  the  demolit¬ 
ion  of  his  here  by  a  land 
mine  and  1 ,000  bemb  which  al¬ 
so  demolished  his  local  pub 
and  an  a  shelter  killing  21 
neighbours. 

It  is  timely  that  it  is 
Fold  when  again  media  and 
political  hacks  are  pedall¬ 
ing  the  old  lies,  though 
grudgingly  adnlttlng  sixty 
years  late  Mosley's  &st 
Old  support,  because  sane 
of  today's  Ihst&riers,  whom 
they  scurriuosly  attack, 
have  had  enough  of  being 
second  class  citizens  in 
their  own  country  and  elec¬ 
ted  a  candidate  outside 
the  corrupt  tarty  game. 

Torn  to  Page  4 
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r 1  ♦  CHINA 

So  far,  it  seems,  Roose¬ 
velt's  American  democracy 
has  survived  the  trials  of 
46  years  of  wrat  passed 
far  world  peace,  the  one 
and  only  superpower  as  ex- 
Prestdent  Bush  kept  tell¬ 
ing  us.  But  the  USA  has 
been  strained  by  many 
years  of  "imperial  over- 
extension",  as  Harvard's 
Professor  foul  Kennedy 
showed  in  The  Rise  and 
Fall  of  the  Great  Powers. 
And  new  Britain's  lord 
Rees -Hogg  and  a  growing 
number  of  other  carmen tat- 
ars  predict  the  rise  of 
China  over  the  USA  in  the 
21st  century. 

'Let  China  sleep* 

Let  China  sleep  said  the 
German  Kaiser  Wilhelm  11  in 
1908.  "Wien  she  atokes  she 
will  astonish  the  world" .The 
Great  Mar  erupted  soon  after 
and  he  was  lampooned  as  the 
clowning  ‘Kaiser  Bill',  his 
'yellow  peril'  warning  dis¬ 
missed  as  fantasy.  But  he 
was  a  far-sighted  man. 

China  is  now  awake  and 
will  dominate  the  world 
Lord  Rees-Mogg  1ms  kept 
telling  us  in  the  Times,  and 
the  21st  century  only  seven 
years  sway. Britain  was  a  top 
ranking  power  with  the 
greatest  enpire  on  earth 
when  the  Kaiser  issued  his 
warning.  Sleeping  China 
Bettered  little  to  us  then. 

China  today  is  a  top-rank¬ 
ing  world  power  but  Britain 
reduced  to  a  small  island  in 
the  North  Sea  by  the  fools 
who  governed  us  and  led  us 
into  World  War  2. Our  defence 
farces  continue  to  vanish 
but  our  gangsters  ever  in¬ 
crease.  the  Ehglish  seem  to 
have  lost  the  will  even  to 
win  hast  matches; the  Chinese 
believe  their  hour  in  hist¬ 
ory  has  arrived. 

Rees-Mogg  tells  us  that 
Europe  -  which  includes  Bri¬ 
tain  -  is  'weak*  because  we 
are  a  'high-cost'  continent 
which  cannot  compete,  a  view 
parrot-cried  by  financial 
hades  and  professors  of  ec¬ 
onomics.  Against  who  are  ve 
competing  one  may  ask7  The 
answer  comes  from  the  Times: 
"labour  nn*^<1  in  ^echoslov- 
akla  are  a  tenth  of  those  in 
Germany"  but  "labour  oasts 
in  Korea  are  a  hundredth  of 
Germany’s". 

Rioe  Bowl  standards 
far  Britain? 


Sweated  labour  is  what  we 
are  aonpeting  against,  bad 
enough  in  Eastern  Europe  but 
times  worse  in  Asia.  Rees- 
Mogg  says  we  have  no  choice 
which  obviously  means  here. 
We  have  got  it  wrong.  Out 


must  go  the  Western  world's 
pursuit  of  higher  wages 
which  in  reality  means  wage 
reduction  and  decreasing 
standard  of  life.  Rice  bowl 
standards  suit  us  better. 
That's  the  way  to  oonipete! 

"Free  Trade"  humbug  - 
International  Finance 
the  only  winner 

All  the  parties  in  the 
political  establishment,  and 
indeed  the  USA, take  the  same 
line.  John  Major  wants 
a  system  where  sweated  lab¬ 
our  holds  all  the  advantages 
which  he  calls  'free  trade'. 
In  reality  this  stands  for 
the  freedom  of  fas  tern 
sweated  industry  bo  undercut 
the  West  an  world  narkets , 
and  far  the  vultures  of  in¬ 
ternational  finance  who 
equip  the  East  to  gorge 
themselves  on  the  profits. 

But  Korea  is  cnly  one  of  a 
dozen  sweatshops  spread 
along  the  western  rim  of  the 
Pacific.  Soemthing  more  is 
China,  the  giant  among 
Fygaies. 

This  land  of  well  over 
1 ,000  «I11  inns  aay  have  ab¬ 
andoned  the  dreary  theories 
of  Marx  and  the  little  red 
books  of  Mao  for  its  own 
brand  of  cwpitaliM  but  it 
remains  a  police  state.  Be¬ 
sides  a  vast  army  of  well- 
drilled  peasants  and  indust¬ 
rial  workers  it  has  "20 
million  in  its  prison  camp 
network"  according  to  Robert 
Qiambers  of  the  Internation¬ 
al  Society  for  Human  Rights 
writing  in  the  Times. 

China  has  about  1 ,000  of 
these  prison  canpo  where 
prisoners  are  'reformed 
through  labour'  and  those 
who  don't  Jimp  to  it  receive 
a  charge  of  up  to  50,000 
'malts  from  the  electric 
prods  of  the  guards.  Same 
are  .nail  ray  but  others 
are  large,  like  the  so-called 
r.inrynn  ftatrr  Vehicle  In¬ 
dustrial  Corporation  which 
covers  3,300,00  square  met¬ 
ers  and  produces  trucks  and 


The  Lingyuan  vehicles  are 
exported  to  Thailand,  the 
foilippines  and  other  Asian 
markets  at  rock  bottom 
prices  since  the  bulk  of  the 
prisoners  get  no  wages. 

This  is  swpated  labour  at 
its  most  diabolical ,  the 
ultimate,  and  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  in  the  'free  trade'  svs- 
ba»  to  prevent  these  exports 

swaapir*]  Britain's  markets, 
Ha*  can  a  1tarv  governnent 
protest  when  It  has  sold  the 
pass  and  now  even  buys  our 
Army  uniforms  fraa  the 
sweatshops  of  Morocco? 

This  is  no  temporary  em¬ 
barrassment.  Sweated  labour 
on  a  vast  scale  is  here  to 
stay .  Industrialisation  of 


the  lew-wage  fast  will  con¬ 
tinue  and  there  is  all  Asia 
to  spread  to.  South  America 
is  not  far  behind  and  Mr. 
Oshewokmze,  Comnerce  Minis¬ 
ter  in  Zimbabwe  in  darkest 
Africa  says  he  intends  to 
ennlate  the  Chinese  "work 
ethic"!  International  fin¬ 
ance  will  give  him  his 
chance. Its  profits  are  high¬ 
est  where  wages  are  lowest. 

In  short,  a  great  economic 
sea  change  is  taking  place. 
Through  the  infernal  'free 
trade'  system  the  low  wages 
of  the  globe  are  being 
Indus tralised  to  take  over 
the  markets  of  the  West,  and 
the  first  casualties  will  be 
British  jobs  and  living 
standards. 

Qiina's  planned 
onslaught  an  West 

China  has  planned  its  on¬ 
slaught  an  the  West  with 
military  precisian,  and  they 
do  not  suffer  the  Western 
delusion  that  it  is  a  peace- 
promoting  exercise.  It  is 
coming  fra*  1 9  "enterprise 
zones"  In  South  China  which 
funnel  their  exports  to  the 
outside  world  through  bust¬ 
ling  Hong  Kong. And  one  thing 
of  which  we  can  be  sure.  Its 
wage  rates  will  remain  low. 
A  regime  that  could  ciinnlt 
the  Tiefmnmen  Square  mass¬ 
acre  will  be  capable  of 
holding  down  pay  claim-;  for 
a  considerable  time. 

Such  is  the  new  and  for¬ 
midable  trade  competitor  ar¬ 
ising  in  the  fast.  Nothing 
could  suit  them  better  than 
than  the  propaganda  for  GATT 
-  the  General  Agreement  on 
Thrifts  and  Trade ,  set  up  by 
the  Americans  to  regulate 
trade  and  comnerce  after  the 
last  war.  An  all-seeing  bu¬ 
reaucracy  it  has  operated 
under  false  colours  since 
its  inception.  It  spun  a 
glittering  »*b  of  rules  and 
those  of  most  importance  are 
that  all  trade  barriers  hin¬ 
der  trade  and  bad.  Protect¬ 
ionism  is  wicked,  even 
when  dona  to  protect  Western 
living  standards.  It  is  un¬ 
fair  to  nations  which  pay 
sweated  wages.  More  free 
trade  means  more  world 
peace. That's  why  we  have  had 
200  wars  instead,  most  of 
them  since  its  Inception . 

Mosley  warned  again 
and  again 

But  none  of  tills  1s  new. 
Oswald  Mosley  in  The  Greater 
Britain  in  1932  mid  that 
"The  development  of  Oriental 
labour  far  sass  production 
purposes  is  only  in  its  ear¬ 
ly  stages.  That  tendency  is 
bowd  to  increase  to  hpm»» 
a  deadly  menace  to  the  whole 
white  standard  of  life*.  The 

ittksLtal  lsaf Ion  of  the  fast 

would  hpmnme  "a  deadly 
threat  to  Western  civilisa¬ 


tion  Itself... No  limits  are 
now  set";  how  prophetic  that 
was.  , 

When  these  words  were 
written,  Japanese  cotton 
workers  paid  fourpence  an 
hour  were  capturing  Bnpire 
markets  from  Lancashire. 
Thier  wages  have  risen  con¬ 
siderably  since  then  but 
Japan  now  makes  cars  which 
have  captured  the  American 
domestic  market  from  De¬ 
troit  and  the  process  of  ex¬ 
ploitation  has  spread  fran 
Japan  to  other  countries  on 
the  'Pacific  Rim'  -  South 
Korea,  Hang  Kong,  Taiwan  and 
others  -  which  now  pay 
seated  wages  to  out -perform 
the  West,  and  in  seme  cases 
to  out-perform  Japan. 

China  with  its  1 .2  billion 
thoroughly  regimented  people 
cn  a  very  low  standard  of 
life  now  follows  Japan.  Tex¬ 
tile  workers  in  Sichuan  earn 
six  dollars  a  week  oonpared 
with  the  average  250  dollars 
earned  by  the  equivalent 
worker  in  North  Carolina.  I 
can  remember  when  the 
world's  bicycles  ware  made 
-'in  Birmingham.  Today  the 
China  Bicyle  Company  alone 
produces  30  per  cent  of  the 
world's  bicycles  and  exports 
95  per  cent  of  its 
production. 

With  the  loss  of  power  and 
a  vanishing  British  Bnpire 
Bniire  and  the  threat  of  the 
fast  to  the  West  delayed  by 
World  far  2,  Mosley  again 
advanced  the  answer  fran 
1950  onward.  It  is  to  unite 
Europe  fully  and  Insulate 
its  whole  eoonany  against 
all  low-wage  competition 
fran  outside.  The  half  meas¬ 
ures  of  the  faastricht 
Treaty  are  no  answer  to  this 
threat.  The  Americans  could 
do  the  same  with  groat  ad¬ 
vantage  to  their  country  in¬ 
stead  of  getting  into  what 
appears  now  to  be  an  intend¬ 
ing  trade  war  with  Europe.  If 
Chirm  threatens  to  rise 
above  the  USA  by  out- per¬ 
forming  it  in  trade, the  log¬ 
ical  solution  is  to  exclude 
all  Chinese  products  fran 
their  domestic  market.  World 
trade  would  decline  but  Eur¬ 
ope  and  America  can  live 
greatly  with  less  of  it,  and 
more  autarky  at  heme. 

Britain  can  no  longer 
stand  alone  against  this 
throat.  The  fools  who  got  us 
into  the  last  war  and  lost 
us  an  empire  saw  to  that. 

It  can,  without  losing  the 

traditions  of  Its  proud 
past,  renew  Itself  and  find 
again  that  art; 
greatness  lost  with  Its  van¬ 
ished  Bmrixe.  in  a  ocmplete- 
ly  united  Birope.  a  Europe 
that  needs  the  qualities  of 
tie  British  at  their  best, 
and  a  Europe  Insulated 
against  the  lsports  fra*  the 

sweatshops  of  the  world. 
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Saunders, QBE. 


Robert  Saunders,  a  life¬ 
long  advocate  far  Oswald 
Mosley,  died  peacefully  in 
Dorchester  on  15  September 
at  the  age  of  83. 

Howards  the  end  of  his 
life  he  wrote  his  memoirs  in 
which  he  described  his  car¬ 
eer  as  a  Dorset  fanner,  sen¬ 
ior  official  of  the  National 
Farmers  Onion,  local  county 
councillor , water  deviner  and 
director  of  many  agricultur¬ 
al  business  enterprises. 

About  two  — thirds  of  the 
way  through  the  volume  under 
the  heading  of  British  Onion 
he  wrote  "I  now  come  to  the 
most  important  part  of  my 
story".  He  then  tells  of  the 
journey  that  took  him  from 
an  acutely  shy  young  nan  in¬ 
to  a  public  speaker  who 
could  hold  an  audience  of 
5000  captivated  on  Weymouth 
Sands. 

'Farmer  Bob'  joined  the 
Dorchester  Branch  of  British 
Onion  in  1933  and  became  the 
District  Officer  far  Dorset 
West  three  years  later.  His 
coomitment  to  the  cause  was 
total:  in  a  typical  month  he 
would  spend  six  evenings 
selling  the  Movement's  pap¬ 
ers  ,  1 2  evenings  handling 
administration  and  from  June 
1935  to  June  1940  he  attend¬ 
ed  169  meetings  and  spoke  at 
125. 

His  initiation  to  oratory 
was  a  real  baptism  of  fire. 
He  had  hired  and  filled  a 
large  Dorchester  hall  at 
which  Raven  Thomson  was  to 
speak. As  the  audience  waited 
he  was  handed  a  telegram: 
Raven  would  be  an  hour  late. 
Bob  had  never  spoken  public- 
ally  before  and  even  became 
nervous  on  entering  a  room 
containing  friends.  By  an 
inmense  act  of  will  he  moun¬ 
ted  the  rostrum  and  spoke 
until  Raven  hurried  in.  Tb 
Bob's  amazement  not  a  single 
person  left  the  hall  during 
this  longest  hour  of  his 


life.  This  alone  should  have 
qualified  him  for  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Onion  Bronze  Distinction 
that  he  was  awarded  in  1937, 
an  award  which  was  "a  sign 
of  The  leader's  appreciation 
of  his  service  and  dedica¬ 
tion  to  the  Cause". 

He  visited  London  fre¬ 
quently  and  was  one  of  the 
thousand  Blackshirt  stewards 
that  marched  out  of  the 
Black  House  to  defeat  the 
organised  Red  onslaught  on 
Mosley's  Olynpia  meeting  and 
was  also  present  at  'Cable 
Street'  and  as  a  steward  at 
the  manroth  farls  Court 
Rally  in  July  1939. 

Bob  worked  closely  with  BU's 
Regional  Inspector  for  Wess¬ 
ex,  Ralph  GLadwyn  Jebb, 
who  became  the  Movement '  s 
parliamentary  candidate  for 
Dorset  West.  Together  they 
spread  their  net  wide  and 
such  cream-tea  thatched- 
cottage  villages  as  Abbots- 
bury,  Ceme  Abbas  and  Hol- 
puddle  all  echoed  to  the 
combined  rehetoric  of 
Saunders  and  the  great  'Jebb 
of  Wessex' . 

During  all  those  years  of 
,  campaigning  Bob  was  only 
punched  once  and  never  hit 
anyone:  a  fact  he  attributed 
to  the  media-fabricated 
Blackshirt  reputation  for 
thuggery. 

Regulation  18B  claimed  the 
29  year  old  District  Leader 
in  Jure  1940  and  he  was  de¬ 
tained  at  Walton  tool  and 
Ascot  and  York  Concentration 
Camps  until  September  1 941 . 
Before  his  arrest  however, he 
managed  to  keep  the  local 
membership  lists  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Special  Branch 
by  typing  them  on  thin 
sheets  of  paper  and  hiding 
them  between  the  pages  of 
Encyclopedia  Britannlca. 

CDme  1946, Robert  Saunders, 
his  spirit  unbroken,  organ¬ 
ised  the  Wessex  Book  dub 
for  OM,  prior  to  his  return 
to  political  life.  Then  in 
February  1948  he  was  'back 
in  business'  as  the  local 
Branch  organiser  for  the 
Turn  to  Page  7 
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Above  left:  The  Leader  presents  fanner  BOB  SAUNTERS  with  Union 
UmauaiL 's  Awrd  Badge  for  Sustained  Service  at  the  Amal  Gonfer- 
enre  in  October  1956.  Right:  ARB  UR  SHAN  (centre)  with  crararies 
Harold  Manning  and  DarLs  Gourdon  in  Peveril  Cm  rat  ration  Camp, 
L°ie  of  fan,  1942.  left:  AKHUR  *WAKEJ'  MASCN  sentenced  to  6  truths 
hard  labour  at  Dbuglas  for  stealing  a  motor  boat  to  escape  fnm 
the  Isle  of  Mm. 


Arthur  Swan 


At  his  home  in  Cheltenham 
in  June,  old  ocmrade  Arthur 
Swan  died.  Be  was  83. 

Born  in  Lowestoft, Suffolk, 
he  was  of  a  long  line  of 
fisherman  and  until  the 
1970s  there  always  been  a 
Swan  to  man  the  Lowestoft 
lifeboat  since  1803. 

In  his  unpublished  memoirs 
Arthur  Swan  tells  of  hew  in 
the  1930s  depression,  the 
demand  for  fish  declined 
and  Lowstoft  fisherman 
suffered  badly  and  "more  and 
more  boats  were  pulled  up  on 
the  hard,  many  never  to  be 
pulled  off  again  and  they 
just  rotted  away."  Be  became 
increasingly  puzzled  why 
"nany  hundreds  of  fishermen 
were  'mahlp  to  sell  the  fish 
they  caught  to  feed  the  mil¬ 
lions  of  hungry  people  who 
in  turn  could  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  making  the  necessi¬ 
ties  of  life  that  the  fish¬ 
ermen  badly  needed"  hut  in¬ 
stead  were  "subjected  to  the 
hi  mi  H  aH  m  of  the  Means 
Test".  Be  and  others  then 
formed  a  local  group  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  cause  of  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  later  George  Sur¬ 
tees,  one  of  its  members 
asked  him  to  be  his  guest  at 
the  Norwich, Great  Yarmouth 
and  Lowestoft  Chambers  of 
Commerce  annual  dinner  where 
the  guest  speaker  was  to  be 
Sir  Oswad  Mosley.  Both  were 
impressed  by  the  speech 
which  was  received  with 
great  enthusiasm  and  vrere  in 
full  agreement  on  OMs  views 
on  unemployment  and  his  in¬ 
dictment  of  foreign  invest¬ 
ment.  The  result  was  that 
they  inmediataly  formed  the 
local  branch  of  the  BOP,  with 
himself  District  Treasurer 
and  'Squire'  Surtees  Dist¬ 
rict  Organiser.  Surtees,  an 
RFC  pilot  in  the  Great  War 
and  held  the  CPC  with  Oak 
Turn  to  Page  7 


Arthur  Mason 


Suddenly  in  July  at  his 
"Mason '  s  Place"  heme  in 
South  Australia  to  where  he 
emigrated  in  the  1950s, 
Arthur  'Wakey'  Mason  really 
first  found  his  'place'  as  a 
young  20  year  old  Blackshirt 
in  the  early  days  of  British 
Union  and  far  sixty  years 
his  bond  of  comradeship  with 
those  alive,  and  with  the 
memory  of  those  passed  on, 
and  his  loyalty  to  Mosley 
never  faltered. 

He  worked  for  a  time  in 
the  Registry  of  the  Black 
House  NB3  in  Chelsea,  'Fran¬ 
cis  Hawkins  office  boy'  he 
has  quipped.  He  also  was  the 
driver  of  the  BUFs  three-man 
Agricultural  Tbur  that  diss¬ 
eminated  pamphlets  and  held 
instant  meetings  in  country 
villages.  later,  after  the 
birth  of  Limehouse  Branch  in 
1936  he  became  District  Lea¬ 
der  for  a  time.  There  was 
little  he  would  not  'have  a 
go  at'  and  in  1939  he  was 
one  of  a  number  of  BU  men 
who  took  over  a  Spanish  ship 
being  held  in  Jarrw  during 
the  civil  war,  and  sailed  it 
to  Bilbao,  a  story  yet  to  be 
told  in  "Oomrade". 

Detained  without  charge  or 
trial  during  the  war  he  es¬ 
caped  twice,  tunneling  his 
way  out  in  the  Isle  of  Man 
concentration  camp  as  previ¬ 
ously  featured  in  "Ocmrade". 
It  was  there  that  'Wakey' 
entered  his  title,  frcrn  his 
"Wakey, Wakey"  early  call  to 
sleeping  comrades! 

The  holder  of  the  Move¬ 
ment's  Bronze  Award  "far 
service  and  dedication  to 
the  Cause"  it  was  CM's 
wish  that  he  should  person¬ 
ally  present  the  Award. 

Many  years  later  he  still 
served  and  received  OMs 
personal  thanks  for  help 
given  in  arrangements  for 
Turn  to  Page  7 
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gfcBBPgg  stvo-vt  in 
Bethnal  Qneen,  Eist 
London  where  X  was  hen 
was  the  venue  far  many 
■eetings  held  by  Mosley's 
Blackshirts  in  the  1930's 
and  Sir  Oswald  spake 
there  an  a  number  of 
occasions.  There  was  much 
local  support  far  hi*  by 
the  people  who  lived  in 
the  area.  The  crowds  were 
enonoos,  spilling  out 
into  the  surrounding 
streets  and  there  was 
hardly  ever  any  trouble. 
As  a  youngster  I  was  nich 
intrigued  at  the  tine  and 
through  the  years  saw 
Mosley  gain  More  and  mare 
support. 

There  was  also  in  tex- 
endale  Street  and  through¬ 
out  Ehst  London,  unlike 
today,  poverty,  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  want.  I  lived 
with  my  sister  another  and 
father  and  my  'Mon'  had  to 
let  roams  to  pay  the  rent. 
We  t«nt  through  hard  times 
my  father  not  being  able 
to  work  because  of  his 
wounds  frpn  the  First  War, 
and  there  were  many  other 
families  with  the  same 
problems.  Vhen  older  East 
Londoners, looking  back  are 
hear  to  say  it  was  a  job 
to  make  ends  meet,  they 
really  mean  it.  Nobody  who 
was  not  there  knows  the 
facts.  Mhny  have  written 
about  those  days  but  very 
few  who  wrote  actually 
suffered  themselves.  God 
kncMs,  we  had  marvelous 
parents  who  could  produce 
a  meal  out  of  nothing  and 
they  deserved  something 
better.  I  remember  my 
father,  wounded  three 
times  and  gassed  in  the 
war  telling  me  how  right 
Mosley  was. 

The  old  parties  offered 
nothing,  and  that 'a  all  of 
them.  There  was  not  anoth¬ 
er  politician  who  had  the 
courage  to  challenge  the 
system  of  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don  finance  houses  ruling 
all  the  parties  at  that 
time,  and  that  still 
applies  today. 

Thats  why  we  needed  a 
man  like  Mosley,  a  man  far 
beyond  his  time,  a  bom 
leader.  He  had  proved  him¬ 
self  to  be  a  man  of  the 
people  and  thats  why  he 
was  so  welcome  in  Ehst 
London, and  there  vere  not 
many  who  spoke  out  against 
him.  Above  all  be  brought 
us  hope. 

What  trouble  there  was 
in  Ehst  London  as  the 


[By  GEORGE  RENSHAW| 


Blackshirts  could  be  serai 
to  gathering  support  was 
caused  by  the  Cbnmunist 
Party.  They  had  a  head¬ 
quarters  at  the  Salmon  and 
Ball,  Bethnal  Green  called 
Unity  Hall.  They  tad  many 
Jewish  supporters  who  par¬ 
ades  about  shouting  slog¬ 
ans  but  did  not  seem  to 
gain  any  support  from  the 
locals  whom  they  seemed  to 
alienate  because  they 
mostly  looked  foreign.  The 
Blackshirts  only  defended 
themselves  against  organ¬ 
ised  violence  -  the  same 
as  the  extreme  Left  do  to¬ 
day  -  and  they  were  good 
at  it  and  it  only  helped 
them  to  gain  more  support. 

It  was  in  the  sunraer  of 
1936  that  it  oust  have  be¬ 
come  clear  to  many  in 
East  London  that  the 
support  for  British  Union 
was  rapidly  increasing. 
Heading  a  march  of  his 
Blackshirts  fnxn  West¬ 
minster,  Mosley  was  met 
at  Victoria  Park  by  over 
100,000  people  who  had 
ocme  to  hear  him  speak.  As 


they  marched  through  Ehst 
London  the  marchers  were 
met  by  scenes  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  enthusiasm.  Ebst 
Endecs  crowded  the  pave¬ 
ments;  hundred  saluted  the 
Blackshirt  standards  as 
they  passed.  It  no  doubt 
shocked  the  Oonnunists  and 
their  Socialist  allies 
who  had  long  regarded  Ehst 
London  as  a  'Red  Strong¬ 
hold'  and  led  to  the 
disgraceful  scenes  that 
took  place  at  what  was  to 
became  known  as  'the  Bat¬ 
tle  of  Cable  Street'  three 
months  later. 

It  was  an  October  4  th, 
1936,  a  wans  late  sunnier 
day  if  I  remember,  and  the 
Blackshirts  were  to  hold 
what  was  I  believe  their 
Fourth  Anniversary  Rally. 
Mistering  in  the  Minories, 
Tbwar  Hill,  they  were  to 
inarch,  headed  by  Mosley, 
along  the  Highway  to  Lime- 
house  where  he  would 
speak.  They  would  then 
continue  to  Bow  and  Beth¬ 
nal  Green  where  he  would 
speak  again,  and  finally 


far  his  last  meeting  at 
Shoreditch.  These  were  all 
areas  where  it  had  been 
shewn  there  was  support 
and  Mosley's  audience 
would  have  probably  been 
in  hundreds  of  thousands. 

Fbr  weeks  before  the 
Cbrnunists  and  their  all¬ 
ies  had  been  openly  cam¬ 
paigning  to  stop  the 
inarch  by  violence.  On  the 
day  coachloads  of  Reds 
from  all  over  the  country 
were  brought  in  to  this 
end.  It  was  not  the  local 
people  who  were  opposed  to 
the  march  as  the  court  and 
police  records  show  of 
those  arrested.  There  sole 
purpose  was  violence,  not 
only  against  the  Black¬ 
shirts  but  also  against 
their  other  sworn  enemy, 
the  police,  who  in  fact 
suffered  many  casualties 
at  the  hands  of  the  Cbnin- 
unist  Party  led  mob  with 
its  fellow-travellers  and 
those  other  foreign  yok¬ 
els.  As  wall  as  the  pol¬ 
ice  a  few  Blackshsirts 
were  injured  when  hundreds 
of  their  heroic  opponents, 
armed  with  barbed -wire 
covered  chair-legs  and 
other  weapons  fell  on  the 
first  handful  to  arrive  at 
the  mistering  place. 

In  view  of  the  fighting 
going  on  half -a -mile  away 
between  the  police  and  the 
mobs,  the  Ctnmissioner  of 
Police  banned  the  march 
and  Mosley,  who  believed 
in  the  rule  of  law, 
headed  his  Blackshirts 
with  flags  flying  and 
to  the  beat  of  the  dnm 
—  fc  S 
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hack  to  Westminster.  These 
disgraceful  scenes  provid¬ 
ed  an  excuse  far  the  Gcrv- 
emnent  to  pass  the  Public 
Order  Act  vdiich  Included 
the  banning  of  political 
unfarms.  In  reality  It 
was  an  attest*  by  the 
old  gang  political  parties 
to  block  the  progress 
of  Mosiey  and  his  Black¬ 
shirts. 

So  with  1937,  Ehst  Lon¬ 
don)  no  longer  saw  the  men 
in  Blackshirts  but  this 
had  the  opposite  effect  to 
that  intended  by  Mosley's 
opponents .  More  and  more 
people  flocked  to  join 
his  British  Union  and  he 
continued  to  hold  mass 
street  meetings  with  out 
any  serious  opposition. 

This  was  proved  to  the 
hilt  in  March  1937  when 
the  Blackshirts  tested 
their  electoral  support 
for  the  first  time  -  in 
the  London  County  Council 
Elections.  Despite  the 
fact  that  you  had  to  be 
over  21  and  a  householder, 
that  is  heads  of  families, 
the  two  Blackshirt  candi¬ 
dates  in  Bethnal  Green, 
Raven  Thnm««»>  and  local 
organiser  'Mick'  Clarke, 
received  23  per  cent  of 
the  vote,  and  in  next- 
door  constituencies  of 
Shoreditch  and  Limehouse, 
whose  branch  had  only  ex¬ 
isted  far  9  months,  around 
15  per  cent  of  the  vote. 
These  areas  were  the 
very  heartland  of  East 
London,  and  the  areas 
where,  aooording  to  Cfcxnm- 
unist  make-belief  assisted 
by  a  hostile  Mosley  press, 
the  'workers  had  arisen 
against  him*  six  months 
previously  at  'Chble 
Street' . 

I  remRcter  that  election 
well.  British  Union  had 
ocmittee  roams  in  many 
local  houses  and  the  at¬ 
mosphere  throughtout  Beth¬ 
nal  Green  was  electric. 
Mosley  spoke  at  an  eve  of 
poll  meeting  at  Victoria 
Park  Square  after  earlier 
speaking  to  huge  audienoes 
in  Shoreditch  and  Lime- 
House.  The  enthusiastic 
crowd  was  so  packed  that 
it  was  impossible  bo  get 
nearer  than  about  300 
yards  from  loudspeaker 
van.  1  can  still  rempnter 
same  of  his  final  inspir¬ 
ing  words.  He  told  us  that 
the  spirit  of  our  fathers 
was  still  within  us  and 
that  to  a  vote  that  could 
give  a  lead  to  Bigland  and 
strike  the  first  blow  for 
the  Greater  Britain  that 
could  and  should  be  ours. 

After  the  elections. 


support  for  British  union 
grew  mare  and  more  and  the 
activity  on  the  streets 
was  in  incessant.  Meetings 
were  held  regularly  at 
Victoria  Bark  Square,  St. 
Mathews  Row,  Cheshire 
Street,  Mare  Street  and 
many  other  venues  in  Beth- 
nal  Green  and  similar 
activity  I  believe  went  on 
in  Shoreditch  and  Lime- 
House.  Bethnal  Green's 
'Mick'  Clarke,  who  just 
out  of  his  'teens  wa3  the 
first  with  one  or  two  oth¬ 
ers  to  start  the 
Blackshirts  in  Ehst  London 
a  few  years  previously, was 
the  finest  speaker  in  Ehst 
London.  I  also  recall 
Barry  Bitten  who  had  an 
eel  stall  in  Bethnal  (keen 
Road  where  many  stallhold¬ 
ers  would  give  the  Mosley 
salute  as  our  British 
union  lads  frequently 
marched  by  bo  meetings. 

fOSIEY  was  constantly  on 
the  lips  of  tiie  local 
people.  There  was  some¬ 
thing  about  him  that  would 
make  the  ordinary  man  know 
what  it  was  all  about. 
People  flocked  to  hear 
what  had  bo  say  wherever 
he  spoke  and  the  applause 
was  like  hysteria.  You  had 
to  see  and  hear  it  to  be¬ 
lieve  it.  In  East  London 
he  was  a  man  of  the 
people. 

There  are  sane  today  who 
talk  about  the  'Fascists' 
of  the  late  1930s  but  for 
the  most  people  in  East 
London  they  ware  Mas ley - 
ites. 

Despite  the  hardships  of 
their  daily  lives.  East 
Londoners  had  one  thing  to 
hang  on  to.  They  were 
proud  to  be  British.  The 
old  political  parties  it 
seemed  had  relegated  them, 
and  many  such  areas  of  our 
towns  and  cities,  to  perm¬ 
anent  poverty. The  country 
stagrated  and  none  seemd 
to  have  any  real  answers 
to  this  problem  of  poverty 
in  the  midst  of  plenty. The 
country  needed  change  and 
Mosley  offered  a  new  way 
to  get  things  done.  I  do 
believe  that  had  it  not 
been  for  the  war,  Mosley 
would  have  won  office.  So 
that  war  that  lost  us  an 
empire,  relegated  us  to  a 
third-rate  power  and 
brought  many  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  that  beset  us 
today,  also  brought  about 
the  tragic  loss  of  the 
service  of  Mosley  to  this 
once  great  country. 

But  in  the  late  1930s  we 
still  had  an  empire  of 
which  last  Londoners  were 
also  proud,  and  which, like 


neglected  in  the  interests 
of  international  finance. 

Britain  was  imparting 
goods  that  we  could  make 
ourselves  and  putting  our 
people  out  of  work.  Mosley 
would  have  ended  all  tint 
and  all  within  the  Dyire 
would  have  benefited  from 
its  wealth,  and  their 
standards  of  living  would 
have  improved  greatly.  The 
Dnpire,  where  all  would 
work  for  the  benefit  of 
all,  not  far  the  few. 

Instead  we  got  into  a 
war  that  could  have  been 
avoided  and  had  to  sell 
all  our  assets  to  pay  for 
it. 

He  lost  that  and  more. 
He  haw  now  lost  our 
own  country. 

History  is  now  beginning 
to  prove  that  in  the  1930s 
Mosley  was  right.  Ifeny  of 
the  old  Blackshirts  that 
are  still  with  us,  and 
there  are  now  precious 
few.  are  not  ashamed  of 


what  they  believed  and 
that  they  were  right  to 
follow  a  great  men  like 
Mosley.  If  Mosley  was 
still  with  us  today,  the 
man  be  was  in  the  1930s  I 
believe  the  people  would 
flock  to  him  in  thousands. 

Tb  return  to  my  Bethnal 
Green.  There  were  two 
branches,  at  222A  (keen 
Street,  now  Renan  Road, and 
Squirres  Street,  a  former 
dairy  which  today  belongs 
to  Hilliers  who  repair  and 
let  cut  stalls  for  the 
market. 

I  was  never  a  (renter  of 
British  Union.  I  was  only 
17  when  war  broke  cut  but 
I  am  sure  I  would  have 
joined  without  it.  I  am 
sure  that  many  joined 
British  Uiicn  because  it 
was  not  a  class  movement. 
Part  of  the  policy  was 
that  there  was  opportunity 
for  all  and  privilege  far 
none.  Tb  serve  one's 
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TOP:  Bethnal  Green  street  traders  show  their  st^port 
in  the  ICC  elections  of  Kirch  1937.  BOTTOI:  Mosley 
acclaimed  in  the  bade  streets  of  Limehouse  as  Brit¬ 
ish  union's  1937  May  Day  Kirch  moves  off  to  Bethnal 
Green  where  he  spoke  to  a  crowd  of  many  thousands.lt 
was  the  first  British  Union  march  since  the  banning 
of  the  Blackshirt  inifarm  and  then,  the  largest 


our  own  people  was  being 
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4*  He  was  Mosley 

country  far  the  benefit  of 
all. 

Many  in  fast  London 
joined  British  union  be¬ 
cause  it  was  a  patriotic 
organisation,  and  our  gen¬ 
eration  had  been  brought 
uq?  that  way.  When  war  cane 
our  country  cane  first, 
despite  all  our  efforts  to 
persuade  the  British 
people  that  the  war  was 
avoidable,  unnecessary  and 
not  in  British  interests. 
Many  Blackshirts  were  re¬ 
servists  and  Tterritarials 
and  they  were  the  first  to 
go.  It  is  particularly 
poignant  and  ironic,  in 
view  of  the  treatment  of 
other  Blackshirts  during 
the  war .imprisonment  with¬ 
out  charge,  trial  or  term 
set,  that  heading  the 
First  Casualty  List  were 
two  young  Blackshirts , 
killed  in  action  banting 
the  German  fleet  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Keil  canal  an 
the  second  day  of  the  war, 
and  details  now  filtering 
through  after  50  years  of 
young  Blackshirts  killed 
in  action  demonstrates  a 
record  of  patriotisn  and 
sacrifice  second  to  none. 

The  Blackshirt  Movement 
was  made  up  of  people  from 
all  walks  of  life.  They 
saw  the  Bnpire  being  ex¬ 
ploited  by  the  few  and 
moving  into  decay.  The 
country  and  the  Bapire 
needed  men  of  vision  with 
modem  ideas  such  as  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley.  Even  his 
opponents  admit  that  he 
had  a  brilliant  brain  and 
that  history  has  proved 
his  great  foresight. 

With  Mosley  to  lead  this 
country  would  still  have 
an  empire,  where  all  part¬ 
ners  would  have  benefited, 
with  the  highest  standard 
of  living  far  all  of  our 
peoples. 

We  had  all  the  raw  mat¬ 
erials  that  we  needed.  We 
had  the  manufacturing  cap¬ 
acity,  and  the  markets  of 
the  sterling  area.  We 
oould  have  traded  with  the 
rest  of  the  world  on  fav¬ 
ourable  terms,  unlike  to¬ 
day  when  we  import  goods 
that  we  oould  and  should 
manufacture  here.  It  is 
necessary  to  build  a  good 
heme  market  bo  compete  an 
world  markets.  Our  people 
must  be  asked  to  buy  Brit¬ 
ish  made  goods  in  prefer¬ 
ence  to  those  made  with 
cheap  labour  in  those 
areas  of  the  world  where 
the  money  men  have  heavily 
invested, flooding  the  home 


markets  to  saturation 
point  and  putting  British 
industries  out  in  the 
cold,  leading  to  high  ra-  * 
employment  and  the  lower¬ 
ing  of  our  standard  of 
living. 

He  ghnnia  also  not  cre¬ 
ate  a  surplus  la hour  farce 
to  u^ete  against  cur  own 
people  in  this  country  and 
not  allow  in  any  more 
immigrants.  Many  of  them 
arrive  here  having  ruined 
their  own  country  by  not 
becoming  efficient  and 
sticking  to  antiquated 
ideas.  HiIr  country  has 
become  a  paradise  far  many 
of  these  who  get  something 
far  nothing  tfiile  our  own 
people  have  to  contribute 
to  their  upkeep. 

Before  the  war  Mosley's 
ideas  would  have  found 
work  far  the  large  army 
of  unemployed  by  his 
planned  rebuilding  and 
creation  of  new  roads  and 
building  of  new  houses, not 
flats.  Many  families  then 
lived  in  overcrowed  con¬ 
ditions  mainly  because 
family  life  still  existed. 
Families  stuck  close  to 
each  other  as  they  had 
little  and  needed  each 
other  creating  a  special 
bond.  This  was  particular¬ 
ly  true  of  fast  London. 
That  family  bond  has  al¬ 
most  gone  today. 

The  finance  for  these 
large  public  Marks  would 
have  been  raised  by  large 
government  borrowing.  When 
you  get  people  back  to 
work  the  money  they  earn 
flows  back  in  the  economy. 
When  people  buy  more  goods 
from  British  manufacturers 
it  makes  far  more  effici¬ 
ency  and  lower  costs  which 
in  turn  help  the  export 
market  because  of  the  vol- 
une  of  goods  in  demand  an 
the  heme  market.  There 
would  have  had  to  be 
sane  control  over  goods 
made  by  sweated  labour  ab¬ 
road  flooding  our  home 
market.  Tto  keep  a  balance 
of  payments  for  trade  out¬ 
side  the  Bnpire  there 
would  have  been  a  system 
of  Barter  -  we  only  buy  in 
value  what  they  buy  from 
us.  This  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  manipulation  by 

powerful  financiers  who 
control  the  money  markets 
which  in  turn  controls  the 
economy  not  only  of  the 
country  but  the  world. 
This  planned  economy  would 
Lave  been  opposed  initial¬ 
ly  by  some  interests  in 
the  City  of  London,  their 
foreign  oonmitments  con¬ 
flicting  with  British  int¬ 
erests.  Tht  x  rair.ing  of 


loans  of  millions  for  the 
development  of  foreign 
countries  would  have 
been  diverted  for  British 
reconstruction  and  to  the 
enptloyment  of  our  own. This 
is  why  powerful  financial 
interests, reaching  out  in¬ 
to  government  and  channels 
of  oonnunicatian  opposed 
British  Union  before  the 
war.  Oily  Mosley  and  his 
Blackshirts  had  the  cour¬ 
age  to  face  up  to  this 
challenge. 

Mosley  and  his  men  stood 
alone  far  the  true  inter¬ 
ests  and  benefit  cxf  the 
people  of  this  country  and 
our  Entire.  Me  had  enough 
problems  to  solve  at  heme 
without  getting  into  for¬ 
eign  quarrels.  It  was  an 
act  of  suicide  by  art  tain 
to  ocmmlt  herself  to  the 
last  war,  particularly 
when  both  labour  and  Con¬ 
servative  governments  had 
left  Britain  in  such  a 
weak  position, despite  some 
late  rearmament,  which  in 
fact  was  the  only  way  they 
found  to  solve  sane  of  the 
unemployment  problem. 

Britain  should  have  been 
strong  enough  to  defend 
herself  and  the  Bnpire 
alone, nothing  else  matter¬ 
ed.  Instead,  apart  from 
armaments, like  today  wi 
were  in  a  waakened  posit¬ 
ion  because  we  had  run 
down  our  factories  and 
heavy  industries,  this 
overall  picture  now  being 
recognised  by  the  emerg¬ 
ing  generation  of  histor¬ 
ians  who  can  clearly  see 
what  the  war  generation 
historians  failed  or  did 
not  wish  to  see. 

Fifty  years  an  Britain 
still  suffers  from  that 
disastrous  war  which 
frittered  away  its  wealth 
and  other  assets.  Its  ec¬ 
onomy  would  have  already 
collapsed  if  we  had  not 
got  North  Sea  oil.  In  add¬ 
ition  its  remaining  Wialth 
has  been  and  is  being 
dissipated  to  pay  for  the 
many  immigrants,  many  of 
them  not  even  from  our  old 
Bnpire,  who  have  been 
flooding  in  over  40  years, 
and  still  are,  despite 
dubious  official  statist¬ 
ics  to  prove  the  contrary. 
Ftar  fast  Iondonera  it  has 
been  a  tragedy  and  a 
nightmare.  Immigrants  cxf 
all  sorts  have  farad  it 
easy  bo  gain  access,  stay 
here, arid  get  housed  before 
people  Wiose  families  have 
lived  in  fast  Tendon  for 
hradreds  of  years, many  of 
whom  felt  farced  bo  save 
out  because  they  oould  not 
live  with  lowered  stand¬ 


ards  brought  by  the  immi¬ 
grants.  Many  of  my  genera¬ 
tion  often  say  that  those 
who  died  in  the  last  war 
would  be  turning  in  their 
graves  if  they  were  bo  see 
what  has  happened  bo  this 
cnoe  great  aoratry  of 
ours.  It  would  not  have 
happened  if  the  words  of 
Mosley  had  been  heeded  and 
more  and  more  are  saying 
so  today. 

At  the  start  of  the  last 
war  I  was  only  17  and  not 
a  member  of  British  Union 
but  I  am  sure  I  would  have 
joined  without  the  war. 
After  the  war  I  heard 
Mosley  speak  and  was  ag¬ 
ain  impressed  and  support¬ 
ed  him.  With  Britain  an 
its  way  out  as  a  world 
power  and  its  Bnpire  soon 
to  be  lost,  as  realists 
oould  clearly  observe , 
Mosley  advocated  Europe  a 
Nation,  long  before  others 
had  any  European  idea, with 
Africa  the  Bnpire  of  Eur¬ 
ope.  This  would  have  given 
Africa  a  nuch  higher 
standard  of  life  as  well 
as  the  only  way  ahead 
for  the  survival  of  both 
Britain  and  Europe  in 
the  new  world  changed  con¬ 
ditions  and  in  face  of  the 
menace  of  expanding  Soviet 
oonnunisn.  Late  in  the  day 
Britain  grudgingly  decided 
to  join  in  the  move  to¬ 
wards  a  union  of  Europe, 
because  the  politicians 
finally  saw  their  was  not 
an  alternative.  Instead  of 
leading  they  followed  and 
their  bungling,  aided  by 
the  lack  of  courage  of 
Europe's  politicians  in 
not  accepting  Mosley's 
vision  in  full  has  now 
brought  Europe  to  a  state 
of  disarray. 

It  is  a  pity  that  Mosley 
is  not  that  yorag  man  of 
the  1930s  and  with  us  to¬ 
day.  I  believe  the  people 
would  flock  bo  him  in 
their  thousands.  There  is 
not  one  politician  I  have 
known  that  oould  put  over 
and  debate  an  anything 
such  as  he.  Be  was  brill¬ 
iant.  Be  was  a  thinking 
man  whose  purpose  was  a 
better  country  far  all  its 
people. Be  was  a  man  of  the 
people.  Be  was  something 
rare.  Be  is  no  longer  with 
us  but  he  still  lives  in 
the  hearts  of  those  fast 
Londoners  still  alive  and 
had  the  honour  to  share 
hla  fight  in  the  1930s, and 
he  trill  live  in  history  as 
one  of  the  greatest  men  of 
our  times. 

This  is  how  I  saw  him, 
and  thousands  like  me. 
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AT  the  beginning  of  the 
Twentieth  Century  Brit¬ 
ain  was  involved  in  a 
minor  dispute  with  the  Boer 
Governments  of  the  Trans¬ 
vaal  and  Orange  Free  State 
whose  independence  it  had 
recognised  in  the  1850s. 
British  troops  were  sent 
out  to  crush  the  Dutch  far¬ 
mers.  A  quarter  of  a  mill¬ 
ion  troops  had  to  be  des¬ 
patched  before  this  venture 
succeeded.  British  casual¬ 
ties  in  killed  and  wounded 
were  29, 000, while  mare  than 
20,000  of  our  troops  died 
of  disease. This  was  perhaps 
the  world's  first  lesson  as 
to  the  fighting  capabili¬ 
ties  of  guerilla  forces, 
which  reached  its  apogee  in 
Vietnam.  It  was  also  a  sal¬ 
utary  lesson  in  the  de¬ 
structive  power  of  modem 
weaponry, in  the  shock  shape 
of  the  Boer  artillery.  Over¬ 
whelming  strength  won  in 
the  end  and  120,000  Boers 
found  themselves  in  concen¬ 
tration  cams.  Many  did  not 
survive,  particularly  the 
vnnen  and  children 
.An  important  lessen  could 
and  should  have  been  learn¬ 


ed  by  the  then  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  the  Marquess  of  Salis¬ 
bury  and  the  Colonial  Sec¬ 
retary,  Joseph  Chamberlain; 
Vfar  doesn't  pay. 

At  11  p.m.  an  August  4, 
1914  Britain  declared  war 
on  Germany  and  the  German 
Chancellor,  Bethmann-Bollweg 
complained  that  "just  for  a 
word,  neutrality,  just  for  a 
scrap  of  paper,  Britain  was 
making  war  on  a  kindred  nat¬ 
ion."  By  the  time  the  Armis¬ 
tice  was  signed  in  November 
1918  8  million  Europeans , in¬ 
cluding  more  than  300,000 
Britons  were  dead;  all  the 
inhabitants  of  centred  Eur¬ 
ope  were  on  the  verge  of 
starvation;  and  a  moral  de¬ 
cline  had  set  in  which  has 
continued  to  this  day. 
The  "lights  that  went  out" 
in  1 91 4  were  never  seen 
again. 

War  doesn't  pay. 

At  11  a.m.  on  September  3, 
1939  Britain  again  declared 
war  on  Germany.  By  the  time 
this,  the  most  destructive 
and  widespread  war  in  hist¬ 
ory,  finally  ended  on  August 
14,  1945  Britain  had  suffer¬ 
ed  more  than  300,000  service 
and  civilian  casualties. 


while  worldwide  the  number 
of  death  exceeded  36  mill¬ 
ion.  Europe's  finest  and 
greatest  cities  lay  in 
ruins.  Hiroshima  and  Naga¬ 
saki  had  been  blasted  off 
the  faoe  of  the  earth. 

War  doesn't  pay. 

With  every  one  of  these 
wars  improved  technology  - 
"killing  power"  has  increas¬ 
ed  enormously, and  we  are  new 
at  the  point  where  the  human 
race  is  in  grave  danger  of 
wiping  itself  out. 

Mar  CHOMNLY  doesn't  pay. 

What  does  it  take  for  our 
politicians  to  appreciate 
the  obvious?  If  the  salutory 
lesson  of  the  Boer  War  had 
been  learnt  we  could  have 
avoided  almost  all  of  this 
misery  and  destruction.  If 
the  avoidance  of  war  tad 
been  British  official  policy 
throughout  this  century  hew 
different  everything  would 
have  been!  The  British  Em¬ 
pire  would  lave  evolved  but 
would  still  exist,  providing 
efficient  and  human  rule  ov¬ 
er  much  of  the  world  -  and 
millions  who  have  died  as  a  . 
result  of  civil  wars , govern- ; 
mental  inef f icienoes ,  relig¬ 
ious  differences,  avoidable 


famines  and  preventable  dis¬ 
eases  would  have  lived. 

Instead  our  rulers  contin¬ 
ued  with  their  "Balance  of 
Bower"  policy  which  almost 
inevitably  meant  sacrificing 
a  new  generation  of  "cannon 
fodder"  every  twentyfive 
years. 

The  Editor  writes:  An  aston¬ 
ishing  tribute  to  Imperial 
Britain  has  been  trade  by  an 
aide  to  the  Somali  warlord, 
General  Aidid  -  Yasser  Ara¬ 
fat's  successor  as  leading 
Middle  East  villain. Speaking 
to  a  reporter  he  said  that 
the  Americans  were  making  a 
complete  mess  of  things  in 
his  country  because,  unlike 
the  British,  they  had  never 
had  an  Empire! 

The  British  had  known  ex¬ 
actly  how  to  prevent  Somali 
factions  fighting  one  anoth¬ 
er. There  must  be  millions  of 
people  all  over  the  world 
who  rue  the  day  the  British 
Gowemnent  granted  self-rule 
to  corrupt  political  agitat¬ 
ors  who  promptly  lined  their 
pockets,  terrorised  their 
peoples  and  bankrupted  their 
country's  economy. 


0  <SAUNDERS) 

newly  formed  Qtaicn  Movement 
and  later  became  Qxistituert 
cy  Organiser  for  Wessex . 
IXiring  this  time  Bob  put  his 
extensive  farming  knowledge 
to  good  use  as  a  member  of 
the  D.M.  Agricultural  Comm¬ 

ittee  and  wrote  its 
major  publication  "None  Need 
Starve". 

In  the  1950s  he  changed 
his  tactics  and  began  to  ad¬ 
vance  his  position  in  the 
National  Farmers  Onion  so 
that  he  aould  influence  Bri¬ 
tish  agriculture  towards  his 
and  Mosley's  viewpoint.  As 
Delegate  to  the  NFU  National 
Council  from  1961  to  1982  he 
did  much  to  overcome  farmers 
opposition  towards  entering 
the  Cbrancn  Market. 

He  was  so  successful  in 
this  work  that  in  1963  he 
was  nominated  for  the  NFU’s 
Vice-Presidency  and  was  con¬ 
sidered  the  favourite  candi¬ 
date.  As  a  man  of  integrity 
he  felt  it  necessary  to  in¬ 
form  all  of  his  wartime  de¬ 
tention  for  his  support  of 
Mosley  so  that  there  would 
be  no  embarrassment  for  the 
NETJ  later.  The  NFU  Cbomittee 
ccmnended  him  for  "a  very 
honourable  and  courageous 
gesture".  He  lost  the  final 
ballot  by  only  one  vote.  No 
doubt  a  more  democratic- 
minded  candidate  would  have 
kept  his  mouth  closed. 


Towards  the  end  of  his 
life  he  donated  his  entire 
British  Union/ Union  Movement 
branch  correspondence  files 
dating  from  1934  to  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Sheffield  Library 
on  the  condition  that  they 
could  be  read  by  all  bona 
fide  researchers.  The  Saund¬ 
ers  Papers  are  the  only 
known  complete  set  of  BU 
branch  files  known  to  exist 
and  included  letters  from 
CM,  Francis  Hawkins,  Raven 
Thomson,  William  Joyce  and 
Henry  Williamson. 

A  few  years  ago  Bob  re¬ 
vealed  to  me  a  secret  he  had 
kept  for  60  years  but  new 
wanted  it  to  go  on  record. He 
had  been  a  member  of  the 
British  Fascists  before  the 
British  Union  of  Fascists 
was  formed  by  Mosley.  Ha 
thought  that  it  might  have 
been  thought  that  his  loyal¬ 
ty  to  Mosley  was  secondary 
if  it  had  been  known. 

Nobody  who  knew  Bob  would 
ever  have  thought  that  of 
him.  He  summed  it  up  per¬ 
fectly  for  us  all  at  the  end 
of  his  memoirs: 

"In  rejecting  Oswald  Mos¬ 
ley  one  great  opportunity 
has  been  missed.  I  can  only 
hope  that  another  Mosley 
will  arise  before  too  long. 

When  you  next  head  west¬ 
ward  through  the  picture- 
esque  villages  and  hamlets 
of  Dorset, remember  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  Robert  Saunders 


CBS  who  carried  the  wards  of 
Mosley  to  all  of  them,  from 
Corfe  Castle  to  Lyme  Regis. 

His  spirit  will  be  part  of 
them  always. 

Sources:  A  Tiller  of  several 
Soils (198 7)  unpublished  mem¬ 
oirs  of  Robert  Saunders  CEE 
(Dorset  County  Library, Local 
Studies  Section)  &  Sheffield 
University  Library.  Also  at 
Sheffield  University  Library 
The  Saunders  Papers. 


0  <SWAN1 

Leaves.  A  garage  owner, Sur¬ 
tees  had  his  cwn  aeroplane 
with  the  Norwich  Aero  Club. 
Both  were  members  of  Oulton 
Broad  Motor  Boat  Club  and 
ran  the  Branch  until  de¬ 
tained  under  18B  in  1940. 
Arthur  was  also  a  founder 
member  of  the  local  Observer 
dorps  ard  was  chosen  the 
areas  representative  to  att¬ 
end  George  V's  Coronation 
25th  Anniversary  celebra¬ 
tions.  "Little  did  I  realise 
as  from  my  stand  In  Consti¬ 
tutional  Hill  I  watched  far 
hours  the  contingents  from 
the  Et^t!  re  march  through  the 
great  arch  that  I  was  wit¬ 
nessing  the  last  of  the  true 
greatness  of  the  British 
Empire."  So  much  far  his 
petriotism  and  service  -  he 
was  asked  to  resign  from  the 
Corps  because  of  his  politi¬ 
cal  activity  by  the  Hone 
Office  during  the  1938  Mun¬ 


ich  crisis. 

Ha  was  arrested  in  the 
street  during  is  insurance 
agents  round  in  June  1940 
leaving  his  wife  3eryl  and 
new  bom  baby  without  an  in¬ 
come  which  was  a  constant 
source  of  concern .  He  was 
detained  for  2  years  and  at 
one  time  elected  Camp  Laader 
at  Ascot  Concentration  Camp. 

After  the  war  with  a  new 
life  to  build  he  remained 
aloof  from  active 

politics  but  his  warmth  for 
Mosley  was  undimmed.  Cbmn- 
enting  In  his  memoirs  of 
Robert  Ski  dal  sky  shewed  in 
his  biography  of  Mosley  that 
he  was  among  the  great 
men  that  Ehgland  had  thrown 
up  during  her  long  history 
he  dissented:  "For  BU  men 
and  women  he  is  the  great¬ 
est". 

Married  to  his  beloved 
Beryl  for  62  years  he  sur¬ 
vived  her  by  nine  months.  J.C. 


0  ^lASONl 

OM's  proposed  visit  to 
Australia  in  1969. 

m  s  memories  of  the  days 
of  British  Union  remained 
intact  and  in  many  ways  he 
was  still  living  in  that 
Hma  and  was  a  fund  of  in¬ 
formation.  Fbr  this  and  the 
warm  link  with  those  inspir¬ 
ing  days  we  shared,  he  will 
be  by  this  editor,  sorely 
missed. 


it/October  1993 


Old  Comrades 


®EEBM 


Hog  swash! 

AUHIIH  I  Imp  doc  read  the  book. 
X  wil  H  lilae  to  add  futha  c a>- 
at  bo  Garden  Bsdtwell's  review 
(CDftAIE  39)  a t  Don  Linhs's 
ewj  In  Outsiders  and  Otdrasts 


polished  by  Dudorath. 

The  suggestion  nude  by  the  auth¬ 
or  that  wint  attracted  the  consid¬ 
erable  membership  to  the  local 
tranches  In  118010*7  and  Stole  New¬ 
ington  uis  rabid  raitisenitisii  Is 
hogs  wish. 

The  stated  reason  that  active 
■Hitwri!  of  those  tranches  were 
arrested  In  1940  inder  Regulation 
IBB  vbs  not  antisonitian  but  the 
fact  that  they  were  engaged  In 
Mosley's  Peace  Canpnign  against 
the  Second  World  Vfar. 

In  the  Interests  of  tnrh  and 
Mcmriral  accuracy  I  wxild  like 
to  record  the  words  of  A. E.  Rich- 
unfa  of  Mtish  lltlcn's  Gaitral 
thekney  branch  written  during  his 
uncharged  and  txitried  detention  tn 
the  Tate  of  thn  on  August  10  1941, 
Udch  can  be  read  at  the  Ligsrial 
Wir  Museim  (Oliver  Gilbert's  IBB 
Autograph  Bode  Strong  teem  (Spec¬ 
ial  Misc  P6)). 

Tiraft  and  chaos  have  oo  places 
In  the  hw-isr  age/there  all  ast 
work  and  in  return  receive  a  liv¬ 
ing  wage/lhverty  and  linger  shall 
recede  into  the  pas:, /And  oral 
dull  know  that  Truth  and  Right 
have  «  the  day  at  last-" 

That  tas  the  spirit  that  mag*- 


nt  Blackshirts 


Not  good  enough  Mr.Linehan.  You  l 
mist  try  harrier, 

•ttojct  Union,  E2 


LAST  TRIBUTE  TO 
WAKEY’  MASON 

SSfXA L  IIHHD  waders  and  apir 
tors  unde  their  icy  by  mfagrtml 
AS  we  left  the  statim  the  first 
out  were  net  be  Imbeds  of  Rods 
wielding  cMb  with  hirbrai-vire 
attached  .Several  of  our  lads  ii>- 
ri.vtine  IttMT  KEAN  ca«ht  It  but 
pv  dnMi  vbvr  a  dozen  with 
bis  flow,  Hut  we  «Mtyd  bo 
fight  <xr  my  thrash  bo  cur  co»- 

rades  an  parade . Cttulfr  4  1936 

stood  out. -for  those  fine  lads  that 
are  gne.and  those  tint  ram  In  as 
me  of  the  greatest  day's  in  the 
Mm  Mint's  hLstrry. 

I  would  not  ham  Missed  It  for 


PwbtliHml  for  frlvedi  of  O.a.  kjr 
JotMOirlttlM.lOl.OrOTll  Court, 
VowntU  Rood. London. O  <PV 


The  GATT  threat  to  Britain:  Equipping  the  East  to  undercut  the  West: 


UnwholvAlliance:America.Asia-and  International  Finance 


BRITISH 


4  Solving 
his  trade 
problems  by 
equipping 
the  East  to 
undercut  SI 
the  West  7 


Clinton 


WHAT  a  chasing  after  pretty  butterflies.  The  hig 
GAIT  deal  lad  been  signed  and  politicians  and 
newspapermen  skipped  around  in  the  "free  trade" 
arcadia.  At  least  $180  billion  would  be  added 
to  mrld  trade.  Or  was  it  $270  billion  -  or  more? 
John  Major  said  it  was  a  superb  deal  for  Britain. 
It  would  give  us  400,000  new  jobs  and  "bring  down 
prices". 

It  could  do  that  when  fully  working. The  plan  is  to  slash 
prices.  Thrrifs  will  be  cut  by  a  third  on  average  world¬ 
wide  but  in  Britain  and  the  rest  of  Europe,  by  half. 

Britain  a  cut-price  market,  a  cheap-lack's 


HONGKONG 

CHARADE 


WHAT  A  NAUSEATING  charade 
is  being  played  over  Hong 
Kong  where  Governor  Patten 
is  highly  praised  far  his 
efforts  to  build  "democra¬ 
cy"  in  face  of  a  hostile 
China . 


Farmer 


oottcn  trade 


of  the 


world  trade 


under  Aslan  ^Ttrwnnp 


as  ewar,  the 

the  British  nurket,  British  interna  tlmal  finance. 

On  the  date  that  GATT  was 


a  World  E&nk 


invest- 


world  at  a  record 


of  the  list 


with  a 


the  lowest 


with  American 


llticians 


chase  butterflies 


(§  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


BANGS,  LiuJacfc  P.hzRj Suss¬ 


ex  Regt. (attchd  Glouces¬ 
ter's)  :20:  killed  In  act¬ 
ion  Stanpersgate  .Holland : 
one  of  three  Brighton  Br. 
British  Ukilcn  lost  In  in 


(VR) :RAF  83  Sqdn:24:  miss¬ 
ing  Berlin  Op:  Qroydcn 
British  Union:  remastered 


30  November  1943 
.P.X.J-:  RAF(VR) : 


RAF  102  Sqdn:  22:  lost  on 
Mannheim  Op. :  Baling  Brlt- 
lsh  Obion. editor  Br.news- 


Wirre.Ut. Albert  B:  RN(VR) 


lost  m  Trawler  Northern 


Rover:  36:  Leicester  Brit¬ 


ish  Union:  remembered  on 


Lowestoft  War  Manorial. 


5  November  1939 
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Britain’s  Welfare  State  •  Recast  it  or  it  bankrupts  Britain 


By  RICHARD  DAY 


WHEN  SIR  WILLIAM  BEVERIDGE, 
"the  father  of  the  welfare 
state",  planned  It  all  dyr- 
ing  this  Second  World  Kir  he 
handed  the  labour  forty  an 
election-winning  platform. 
Sir  William  never  worked  out 
how  such  his  brain  child 
would  cost  the  taxpayer. 
"Social  security  fan  the 
cradle  to  the  grave"  was 
financially  naieguble  dur¬ 
ing  the  1940s,  when  seven 
taxpayers  held  jabs  for 
every  state  pensioner.  But 
the  labour  government  start¬ 
ed  pshing  up  the  cost  of  the 
welfare  state.  It  loaded  the 
whole  apparatus  with  bureau¬ 
crats,  one  of  the  ways  it 
achieved  "full  onployment". 

What  a  change  in  the 
1990s! 

"today  the  social  security 
budget  stands  at  vrell  over 


£80  billion.  Secretary  of 
State  Peter  LlUey  says  the 
average  Britan  in  a  jab  mist 
generate  £13  in  tax  every 
Marking  day  to  finance  the 
welfare  state.  It  supports 
people  Beveridge  never 
dreamed  of. 

According  to  The  Times  in 
Deoenfcer  London  alone  has 
750,000  lllegil  I  emigrants, 
many  on  "social  security".  It 
supports  all  the  victims  of 
"tory  failure,  nearly  3  mill¬ 
ion  unalloyed  and  11  mil  Hon 
on  invalidity  benefit.  Bever¬ 
idge  dream  has  hnerme  a  dhp- 


lng  ground  in  the  eyes  of 
this  government 

As  more  people  are  impover¬ 
ished  by  the  government's 
failure  to  solve  its  economic 
problems  the  welfare  state  be¬ 
comes  responsible  for  them,  at 
enormous  rising  cost  to  the 
taxpayer. 

The  logical  conclusion  to 
this  is  rwitl oral  bankruptcy. 

But  Mr.Lilley.a  cold  fish  If 
there  was  one,  says  he  will  cut 
the  cost  of  running  the  dup¬ 
ing  ground.  He  is  going  bo 
"disqualify"  200,000  frxm  be¬ 
ing  thrown  on  it!  None  of 


this  will  help  the  taxpayer 
one  jot,  the  unemployed  even 


BRITAIN  NEEDS  A  NEW  HEALTH  SERVICE 


KATIOMU.  WALT*  *  Its  *«taa 


wxstt  in  Hosmara 


success  was  to  get  the 
North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement  through  Con¬ 
gress.  Although  never 
North  American,  Mexico  is 
part  of  NAFTA  and  certain¬ 
ly  received  vast  sums  of 
Wall  Street  money  as  a 
carrot  to  other  low -wage 
Latin  American  countries 
to  join  NAFTA  next.  U.S. 


his  navy  goes  in  for  pir¬ 
acy  on  the  side  in  the 
South  focific. 

"buccaneers  of  Asian 


But  such  minor  details 
carried  little  weight  with 
the  U.S.  President  who  had 
gone  there  to  talk  busi¬ 
ness  with  the  buccaneers 
of  Asian  sweashop  capit¬ 
alism. 

At  this  sunriit  of  17 


"he  appeared  to  suggest" 
that  "America ' s  defence 
umbrella  could  be  with¬ 
drawn  if  agreement  was  not 
reached  in  the  GATT  negot¬ 
iations".  This  was  clearly 
aimed  at  the  Europeans 
since  they  were  the  ob¬ 
vious  case  of  protection 
under  the  NATO  umbrella. 

•fas  this  the  reason,  un¬ 
der  duress,  that  the  Euro¬ 
peans  settled?  Did  they 
accept  a  GATT  deal  which 


Tha  basis  trouble,  over  the 
years ,  is  that  the  welfare 
state  has  grown  faster  than 
the  nation's  means  to  pay 
for  it.  This  was  true  even  in 
the  palmy  days  of  the  1 960s 
when  Harold  tecMillan  said  "we 
never  hxj  it  so  good".  This  Is 
because  it  was  bureaucratic, 
And  bureaucrats  oat  money  • 
Bureaucracies  are  wasteful  ,and 
waste  costs  money.  Oi 
the  other  hand,  Britain's  nat¬ 
ional  inoame  depended  an  an 
inefficient  19th  century  trad¬ 
ing  system  in  which  this 
country  was  outclassed  by  more 
go-ahead  oenpetitors.  The  nat¬ 
ion  was  earning  less  but  the 
welfare  state  was  costing 
more. 

As  long  ago  as  1967  it  wis 
pointed  out  in  Union  Move- 
ents  ACPCN  how  one  part  of 
the  welfare  state, the  National 
Health  Service  was  suffering 
under  yet  another  labour  gov¬ 
ernment.  It  told  of  the  huge 
bureaucratic  costs  it  was 
carrying  from  ttiitehall  down 
to  the  local  level.  Of  the 
waste  in  hospitals  and  the 
pharmacy  industry,  where  big 
business  was  making  fantastic 
profits.  The  biggest  changes 
under  a  "tory  government  today 
have  been  to  promote  big  busi¬ 
ness  more  in  the  N.H.S.  and 
take  an  axe  to  same  well- 
known  hospitals  -  just  as  Mr. 
Li  lley  is  doing  with  the 
unemployed. 

Turn  to  Page  3 
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LIARE  STATE 


then.  In  1979,  along  n— 
Mrs  Thatcher  who  greatly  In¬ 
creased  the  general  sire  of 
the  welfare  state,  ffer  raasdy 
for  Inflation  was  to  3 

million  unenployed,  which  In¬ 
creased  both  social  security 
payments  and  the  number  of 
bureaucrats  who  did  the  pay¬ 
ing.  Fortunately  for  the  in¬ 
dividual  taxpayer,  the  revenue 
"take"  from  North  Sea  oil  in 
the  early  1980s,  a  strictly 
temporary  advantage,  more  or 
less  paid  for  Mrs  Hatcher's 
unemployment  .Then  Mr  .Major  did 
it  again  in  in  the  early 
1990s. 

He  middled  Britain  into  a 
long  simp,  unemployment  rose 
to  3  million  again,  but  this 
time  there  was  no  big  revenue 
"take"  from  North  Sea  oil  to 
oover  the  increased  social 
security  cost. 

But  it  will  tave  to  be 
paid  far  In  the  near  future. 
Taxation  Is  due  to  rise  by 
E41 .2  billion  over  the  next 
three  years  and  it  will  do 
nothing  to  assist  the  lilting 
Tory  "recovery". 

Qsmld  Mosley  saw  what  ns 
wrong  many  years  ago. Britain's 
oaoncmlc  system  was  outdated 
and  inefficient. He  said  "Scrap 
the  system  and  build  a  new 
one".  Secondly  the  tax  system 
should  be  changed  in  the  main 
from  direct  to  indirect  taxat¬ 
ion. He  also  proposed  bo  recast 
the  welfare  state.lt  should  be 
nxi,  not  by  the  bureaucrats, 
but  by  the  nodical  profession 
in  the  case  of  the  N.H.S. ,  and 
by  employer's  organisations, 
trade  mlow  or  insurance  can- 
ponies  in  the  case  of  pen¬ 
sions,  and  so  oi.  Bureaucracy 
should  be  swept  awuy. Funds  far 
the  various  welfare  services 
should  be  raised  by  putting 
everybody  an  a  contributory 
basis,  excepting  those  near 
the  end  of  their  working 
lives,  who  would  have  stayed 
on  the  present  system. 

Under  the  contributory  syst¬ 
em,  everyone  would  pay  direct¬ 
ly  for  the  welfare  service 
they  chose  and  their  taxes 
cut.  They  would  have  a  choice 
and  pay  accordingly. They  would 
take  out  in  service  as  much  as 
they  put  in.  Their  taxes  would 
be  reduced  since  social  serv¬ 
ices  would  no  longer  be 
charged  against  taxation,  ex¬ 
cept  for  older  workers.  Sweep¬ 
ing  away  the  bureaucrats  would 
also  relieve  the  taxpayer  of 
their  salaries.  Most  of  the 
£80  billion  budget  for  social 
services  could  be  abolished, 
making  a  significant  fall  in 
taxation  possible. 

Under  the  ftosley  proposals, 
paying  by  the  contributory 
method  would  be  rather  like 
taking  out  an  insurance  poli¬ 
cy.  People  vould  insure 
themselves  for  health,  pen¬ 
sions,  even  against  unemploy¬ 
ment,  and  pay  for  it  weekly, 
monthly  or  annually  through 
their  trade  unions  or  employ¬ 
ers  schemes.  It  would  cost 
less  than  being  taxed  as  at 


ffifje  Commemoration  jBinner 

^  HERE  to  perpetuate  the  memory  aid  living  spirit  of 
rQU  M3SLEY,  the  greatest  leader  this  aountry  has  ever  known, 
and  his  great  achievements.  Those  who  follow  him  cannot  grow 
weary  or  famished  an  the  read  far  we  axe  nourished  by  the  truth 
of  Mosley's  clear  cut  policies  that  brought  new  life  and  hope^ 


RONALD  CREASY' s  words  were 
surely  shared  far  It  was, 
despite  inclement  weather 
and  the  flu  epedemic, again 
a  full  house  at  the  1993 
OOWBCRATiaN  DOWER  on 
November  1 3  at  a  London 
hotel. Notable  absentee  was 
LADY  H3SLET  who  was  indis¬ 
posed  but  her  message  was 
clear: "See  you  next  year"! 

RONALD  CREASY  continued: 
"Let  us  turn  to  our  memor¬ 
ies  -  as  vivid  today  as  yes¬ 
terday.  Remember?  Of  aourse 
you  do.  Old  we  not  reverber¬ 
ate  across  the  whole  count¬ 
ry?  Me  saw  to  it  that  we 
created  sane  foundation  then 
far  Mesley's  ideas  that 
will  last  through  the  ages. 
It  was  a  tremendous  hour  to 
live  through  and  I  loved  ev¬ 
ery  minute  of  it.  May  you 
all  that  favour  sane  time  in 
your  lives.  I  was  voted  onto 
the  local  council  which 
shows  we  had  same  strength 
in  the  area. 

Mosley  was  a  man  we  were 
honoured  bo  follow  and  sac¬ 
rifice  ourselves  to  in  our 
different  teys. 

He  then  went  on  to  relate 
a  recent  experience  which  to 
those  who  know  him  is  'pure 
Creasy' t 

"A  few  days  ago"  he  said, 
"I  went  to  the  excellent 
square  in  the  county  town  of 
Ipswich  and  being  the  type 
of  person  that  I  am  I  joined 
the  'persons  of  a  different 
hue'.  I  sat  with  and  spoke 
to  them  and  then  listened  to 
their  conversation  while 
pretending  to  he  interested 
In  the  pigeons.  Their  con¬ 
versation  was  entirely  about 
the  Welfare  State  and  how  to 
maximise  the  benefits  there¬ 
of. 

So  I  moved  to  the  other 
side  of  the  square  where 
people  of  another  hue  con¬ 
gregated  and  found  their 
conversation  far  more  inter¬ 
esting.  I  was  not  content 
with  just  saying  'I  agree 
with  you*  and  found  myself 
jinplng  up  onto  my  seat  and 
spontaneously  bolding  a 
meeting  in  front  of  Ipswich 
City  Hill  to  enlarge  the 
subject  of  discussion. I  con¬ 
tinued  for  15  minutes  then 
saw  out  of  the  corner  of  my 
eye  those  'of  a  different 
hue'  converging,  and  not  be¬ 
ing  as  young  as  I  was  felt 


it  discreet  to  move  on  and 
t-nld  my  dm  friends  it  ws 
h»  to  go.  They  applauded 
and  sane  shook  my  hand  and  I 
left  the  square.  But  I  did 
not  walk  alone.  _ 

tes LBX  WALKED  WITH  ME" 

Further  speeches  came  from 
DAM  HWaBTCH  and  0E9QP 
IRVINE  who  said  "Let  us  re¬ 
member  that  Mosley  is  the 
only  Minister  to  have  re¬ 
signed  from  office  on  the 
all- Important  issue  of  unem¬ 
ployment,  when  his  solutions 
were  not  even  considered.  He 
also  urged  us  to  stay  out  of 
foreign  wars,  our  interven¬ 
tion  in  the  last  war  a  crime 
against  the  British  people. 
The  oonsequencies  of  ignor¬ 
ing  his  policies  are  that 
this  ouuitry  is  today  in  an 
advanced  state  of  decay. 
Mosley  always  said  that  a 
new  Huianent  of  reoondlli- 
ation  most  arise. Ttmorrcw  is 
Remembrance  toy  but  the  Dead 
Battalions  did  not  give 
their  lives  so  that  can 
n  apnin  against  Taiwan  and 
China  for  the  great  Inter¬ 
national  fhsinn  known  as  In¬ 
ternational  Finance  that 
rules  governments  and  nat¬ 
ions 

Hmy  MPs  were  paid  to 
urge  war  with  Gerneny  and 
Mosley  was  lnprisonod  for 
trying  to  stop  It.  A3  a  re¬ 
sult  of  that  ter  the  British 
topire  was  destroyed  because 
Roosevelt  demanded  it  as  a 
condition  of  help, and  a  Bri¬ 
tish  Prime  Minister  agreed 
to  it. 

Now  we  are  told  there  gust 
be  a  'level  playing  field* 
far  world  trade,  meaning  we 
oust  oenpete  against  the 
sweatshops  of  the  tost. After 
the  war  Mosley  said  we 
oust  learn  to  think  as  Euro¬ 
peans  and  his  idea  of 
‘Europe  a  Nation'  went  far 
beyond  what  is  happening  In 
Brussels  today. 

Mosley  told  us.  he  said, 
'All  things  will  he  achieved 
In  the  final  order  of  the 
European'  and  he  visualised 
Britain  as  the  LJEAttR  of 
this  development .  Tbnight 
doesn't  only  n'nwmu  ate  the 
past  but  offers  a  policy  far 
the  future.  We  nust  all  sup¬ 
port  the  idea  of  a  Movement 
of  National  Reoonci  Hat  Inn 
along  tip  lines  set  out  by 
Oswald  Mosley. 

BRITAIN  AWAKE  I". 


and  hope's*  » 

DAN  HARMSTON  reminded  the 
audience  of  the  oonfidenoe 
trick  played  an  the  British 
people  by  the  press  over  the 
years  -  TV,  the  Establish¬ 
ment  and  old  party  politic¬ 
ians  both  nationally  and  lo¬ 
cally.  "They  told  us"  he 
said,  that  "we  had  the  bles¬ 
sings  of  Democracy  which 
were  worth  more  than  gold, ao 
the  best  ideas  would  always 
be  hoard  and  allowed  to  pre¬ 
vail . 

What  rot  and  hypocracy 
it  was,  as  we  who  supported 
Mosley  knew  from  our  daily 
lives.  Every  foul  and  under¬ 
hand  trick  in  the  book  was 
used  to  suppress  Mosley's 
ideas  and  close  his  mouth. 
False  reporting  in  the 
press,  misuse  of  the  police 
and  encouragement  of  mct>  vi¬ 
olence,  personal .  intimidat¬ 
ion  and  censorship  by  those 
responsible  far  letting 
council  halls, to  name  a  few. 

When  you  look  around  and 
see  the  results  of  the  corr¬ 
upt  old  gang's  'victory'  ov¬ 
er  Mosley  we  can  be  glad  in 
a  way  that  our  policies  were 
not  responsible  far  the 
present  rock-bottom  state  of 
Britain. 

Uhaqployment  has  begone  a 
way  of  life  far  millions ; 
drugs  and  dlsrvme  are  ever 
on  the  increase;  homeless 
people  clutter  the  doorways 
of  expensive  West  Bid  stores 
after  dark;  old  people  are 
too  frightened  to  leave 
their  hemes  by  day  let  alone 
at  night;  and  all  the  time 
Britain  is  slipping  lower 
down  the  world  league  until 
today,  by  any  standard  of 
wealth  and  Influence,  we  are 
below  tartugal  and  only  just 
above  Greece. 

How  different  it  would 
have  been  if  Mosley's  ideas 
had  won  against  the  ccnspir 
a cy  of  mob  and  money  to  gag 
our  mouths  and  suppress  cur 
ideas.  But  there  is  still 
time  to  do  it,  it's  never 
too  late.  All  you  have  to  do 
is  to  speak  to  people  abexit 
Mosley's  brilliant  Ideas  far 
ending  unemployment  and 
bringing  together  the  people 
of  our  continent  in  a  real 
union  of  the  European  cul¬ 
ture. 

Mosley  never  gave  up.  Anri 
nor  will  we." 


present.  become  more  efficient,  less  seriously  face  this  challen^s 

Properly  costed,  freed  from  wasteful,  in  a  word  .modernised,  but  use  the  welfare  state  as  a 

the  eranaxis  expense  of  main-  unless  this  nettle  is  political  football,  it  will 

taining  an  army  of  bureau-  grasped,  socn,  and  none  of  the  eventually  most  certainly 

crats,  th»  welfare  state  would  established  political  parties  bankrupt  Britain. 


ITERARY  INTEREST  in 
British  Union's  best 
known  novelist  continues 
unabated  with  a  study  of 
Henry  Williamson  and  his 
relationship  with  British 
Fascism  by  Melvyn  IUggin- 

bottom.  Published  a  year 
ago  it  has  only  recently 
oome  to  our  attention. 

Although  the  book  draws 
liberally  on  previous  biog¬ 
raphies  and  published  mater¬ 
ial,  it  is  a  skilfully  pre¬ 
sented  review  of  the  'polit¬ 
ical'  Williamson  in  a  com¬ 
plete  form  that  has  not  been 
seen  before. 

'Complex '  is  the  word  used 
most  often  to  describe  Henry 
but  the  hook  makes  it  H<wr 
that  he  is  easy  to  under¬ 
stand  if  the  two  driving 
forces  in  his  life  are  rec¬ 
ognised:  a  deep  sense  of 
horror  at  the  carnage  of  the 
Great  Hhr  based  an  first¬ 
hand  experience  and  an  un- 
shakeable  belief  in  the  Id¬ 
eas  and  personal  qualities 
of  Oswald  Mosley. 

It  is  when  the  book  seeks 
to  analyse  the  Mosley  Move¬ 
ment  that  scraa  shakiness  be¬ 
comes  apparent. At  one  point, 
the  suggestion  is  made  that 
British  Union  was  middle- 
class.  Yet  there  were  not 
many  'chalet-bungalows'  in 
East  London  which  British 
Union  trade  its  heartland 
with  2000  card  carriers  in 
Limehouse  alone.  At  another 

Racial  violence 

«|a|HE  INTEREST  of  histor-  , 
ians  in  the  BUF  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  and  as  a 
continuous  flow  of  incon¬ 
testable  evidence  is  gradu¬ 
ally  released  fran  Govern¬ 
ment  files,  hitherto  unfav¬ 
ourable  judgements  are  hav-  i 
ing  to  be  hastily  revised. 

Thus  in  his  contribution  i 
entitled  "Blaming  the  Black 
shirts"  published  in  early  i 
1 993  in  Racial  Violence  in  i 
Britain,  1840- 1950,  Richard  . 
Thurlow  writes  that  ''Mas- 
ley's  fascism  was  origirally 
derived  from  the  model  of  < 
Mussolini  rather  than  Hit-  1 
ler"  and  he  says  that  Mosley 
was  "genuinely  perplexed  by  i 
Jewish  hostility." 

It  will  acme  as  no  sur-  i 
prise  to  Ctamrade  readers  to 
learn  from  Thurlow  of  the 
intense  hostility  to  the  BUF  i 
of  a  rata r  of  police  > 
chiefs,  including  lord  Teen-  1 
chird  and  Sir  Riilip  Game. 
Yet  “Fascists  far  the  most  < 
part  obeyed  all  police  re-  i 
quests  without  question  and  j 
kepjth  the  authorities  in-  < 
formed  of  their  plans  far  1 


WEIJAmU :  ^hshakmble 
belief  in  Ideals  and 
personal  qualities 
of  CGWAID  KHLH" 
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above  the  waisr  by 
Min,  below  the  waist 
by  Freud, but  no  part 
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point  it  is  stated  that  tt»- 
ion  Movement  was  formed  in 
1948  with  anti  -imnigration 
as  its  main  plank.  The  post¬ 
war  Movement's  main  theme 
was,  of  course,  united  Eur¬ 
ope  and  it  was  not  until 
1952  that  the  campaign  ag¬ 
ainst  the  lunacy  erf  creating 
a  nultiracist  society  was 
launched  as  the  first  inroi- 
grants  arrived. 

However,  these  are  minor 
flaws  as  the  book  does  Will¬ 
iamson  great  justice  and  is 
essential  reading  foe  every¬ 
body  with  an  interest  in  the 
man  who  was  only  dissuaded 
fran  a  futile  flight  to  Ger¬ 
many  in  1 939  to  persuade 
Hitler  to  make  peace  by  the 
intervention  of  Mosley. 

GORDON  8ECKWELL 

Intel  lectinls  a  British 
Fascism:  A  Study  of  Henry 
Williamson  by  Melvyn  Higgin- 
bottem.  Janus  Publishing, 
E9.99 

processions  and  meetings . 
Cbnmunists  were  less  acconm- 
odatlng. .." 

Ctamrade  readers  will  be 
less  surprised  to  learn  that 
same  anti-fascist  groups  " . . 

. .ware  not  regarded  as  genu¬ 
ine  movements  by  Special 
Branch,  but  groups  run  by 
confidence  tricksters. .. " 

After  the  1936  Public  Ord¬ 
er  Act  vbs  passed  Thurlow 
says  that  "While  canmnists 
challenged  attacks  on  their 
civil  liberties ,  fascists 
obeyed  all  police  instruct¬ 
ions.  The  BUF  stopped  wear¬ 
ing  uniforms  and  dropped 
their  paramilitary  organisa¬ 
tion.  Neither  of  these  act¬ 
ions  appeared  to  have  caused 
a  decline  in  the  organisat¬ 
ion,  hcMaver.  Large  fascist 
meetings  ware  regularly  held 
in  the  Bast  Ehd  until  1940." 

Present  day  historians  are 
much  concerned  with  racial 
violence  and  Richard  Thurlow 
has  himself  devoted  many 
years  to  the  study  of  anti- 
seraitisn  in  particular.  But 
no  reader  of  this  book  will 
realise  that  most  incidents 
of  racial  violence  in  1930s 
Britain  involved  assaults  by 


Desperately 
seeking  Strachev 

■jyjfoam  receives  very 
very  fair  treatment 
tram  Noel  Tlrmwcn  in  his 
treatment  of  that  stranger 
intellectual, John  Strachey, 
recently  published  by  Mac- 
Mil  lan.  Thompson  quotes  Mos¬ 
ley's  quip  that  "Strachey 
was  governed  above  the 
waist  by  Marx,  below  the 
waist  by  Freud,  but  no  part 
by  Strachey."  Strachey ' s 
whole  Intellectual  life, 
says  Thompson,  was,  apart 
from  a  brief  period  in  the 
Thirties,  "given  over  to 
attempting  to  synthesize 
socialist  and  Keynesian 
economics."  The  author  con¬ 
siders  that  Mosley's  and 
Strachey ' s  jointly  -  draft¬ 
ed  "Revolution  by  Bmson" 
of  1925  "furnished  one  of 


Jews  on  English  men  and  wom¬ 
en.  Incontestable  evidence 
that  this  was  the  case  is 
however  provided  in  an  art¬ 
icle  by  Stephen  Cullen  in 
the  April  1993  issue  of  The 
Journal  of  Contemporary  His¬ 
tory  in  which  he  states 
"Weapons  used  against  fasc¬ 
ists  included  bottles. 

knuckle-dusters, _ bricks, 

railing  tops,  stones, a  scale 
weight,  a  sword, loaded  rubb¬ 
er  tubing  and  a  bottle  of 

tgap1--  M.C 

I  _ 

Racial  Violence  in  Brit¬ 
ain,  1840-1950  edited  by  Ifen- 
ikos  Panayi.  Leicester  univ¬ 
ersity  Press. 

Political  ViolenoeiThe  Chse 
of  the  British  Union  of  Fas¬ 
cists  by  Stephen  M. Cullen. 
Journal  of  Cbntaiporary  His¬ 
tory.  April  1993. 

(Richard  Thurlow  is  a  lect¬ 
urer  at  the  Etepartment  of 
History, University  of  Sheff¬ 
ield,  where  he  runs  a  Spec¬ 
ial  Subjects  Course  an  'Bri¬ 
tish  Fascism' .  Stephen  Cull¬ 
en  is  a  tutor  for  the  Open 
University  in  Scotland.  (Ed) 
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the  few,  ooherant,  radical 
economic  strategies"  of  the 
1920s. 

From  1889,  J.A.Hobson  had 
linked  the  periodic  convul¬ 
sions  afflicting  contempor¬ 
ary  capitalism  with  an  en¬ 
demic  tendency  within  cap¬ 
italism  to  oversaving  and 
overinvestment. . . .purchasing 
power  was  concentrated  in 
the  hands  of  those  with  a 
relatively  low  propensity  to 
console  and  a  high  propens¬ 
ity  to  save  and  invest."  For 
Mosley  and  Strachey  the  ans¬ 
wer  was  simple  and  obvious: 
the  purchasing  power  of  the 
mass  of  the  people  would 
have  to  be  systematically 
expanded  by  the  State.  In 
describing  the  liberal- 
socialist  programs  develop¬ 
ed  by  the  two  men  Thcnpason 
says  that  its  "underlying 
analysis"  would  have  made 
Strachey 's  subsequent  em¬ 
brace  of  Ctanrunisn  "less  of 
an  intellectual  jolt".  The 
same  might  be  said  of  Mos¬ 
ley's  conversion  to  a  var¬ 
iety  of  Fascism  that  preach¬ 
ed  heroic  values  without 


The  great  divide  between 
Mosley  and  Strachey  concern¬ 
ed  the  British  Bnpire .Mosley 
believed  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  "insulate  Brit¬ 
ain  fran  the  shocks  of  prioe 
fluctuations, organised  dunp- 
ing  and  'slave  labour'  in 
Oriental  countries"  within  a 
self-sufficient.  Protection¬ 
ist,  Isolationist  Empire. 
Strachey  helped  Mosley  work 
out  his  plan  for  an  autarch¬ 
ic  Empire  -  and  then  without 
warning  decided  he  was  a 
Cbnriunist,  supporting  the 
Comnunist  Party  up  until  May 
1940. 

Thompson  castigates  Stra¬ 
chey  for  his  oold-blooded 
indifference  to  Stalin's 
murder  of  most  of  his  old 
comrades  in  1936  and  in  1937 
Strachey  regarded  the  Mcsccw 
trials  as  "of  enormous  bene¬ 
fit,  to  the  socialist  cause." 
As  late  as  December  1939  he 
was  of  the  opinion  that 
"British  and  French  imper¬ 
ialism"  constituted  "the 
strangest  reactionary  force 
in  the  world  today." 

Strachey  -  who  fad  a  marv¬ 
ellous  gift  for  clear  expos¬ 
ition  -  never  discovered  the 
intellectual  security  and 
personal  certainty  for  which 
he  searched  all  his  life. 
One  can  olny  agree  with 
Thompson's  conclusion  that 
John  Strachey  was  "a  lover 
of  ideas,  easily  seduced  and 
possessing  the  dangerous 
capacity  to  enhance  their 
seductive  power." 


John  Strachey:  An  Inte¬ 
llect  xa  l  Biography  by  Noel 
ThcnpBon.Macttillan  Press  £40 
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••  Hilda  Bellamy-her  part  in  Mosley's  Cause 


widow  of  ggagp  ehmil  Brnw, 
British  Ikricn  histnlai  «nH  tor- 
war  Hrtfinml  Inspector,  wte  ate 
ajnrlved  bjr  5  years,  rminod  tD 
tte  end  a  loyal  snorter  of  O.M. 
and  with  Iks  partner,  an  pbi^Ip 
of  tte  quality  of  his  followers 
and  of  tte  real  craning  of  Him, 
In  all  its  far  reaching  aspects, 
that  lay  within  tte  title  Co 
Wiirh  Hanley's  Ifaiaut  ulti- 
■stely  developed. 

.  m*  .. 

The  17  yr  old  Hilda  had  emigrated 
to  Australia  with  her  father,  a  re¬ 
tired  Any  of  finer  and  iaedlately 
net  tte  young  fade  Bellas,  then  a 
Jackaroo  in  tte  Australian  our  lark 
after  a  spell  as  a  deckhand  an  tte 
South  America  run.  It  ms  to  result 
in  Joining  fade  in  Ms  advcnturouB 
life  and  a  mrriage.with  five  chil- 
ren,  telch  «s  to  last  at  Hide's 
death  far  62  years. 


Wdd>  slowly  dispersed  in  the  grow-  So,  *1  parked  mj  nap"  te  wots, 
lag  li#t  and  tenth.  and  shipped  it  to  Brisinm  but 

ttty  after  day  we  balled  our  hill-  fomd  Johs  ra>-exiscant  so  m  foot 

las  together,  ate  our  eternal  brad  joined  tte  'sw^gies'  wte  Volif- 

and  oold  maim,  and  dotted  romd  crated  durii^  tte  1920s  m»S  3d; 

tte  ca^-ftre  with  Onnewer  of  tte  Wen  tte  tracks  of  tte  'out-tadc' 

station  lends  happened  Co  be  c«-  were  rever  fro  fnjr  W  ^3-. 

«*knntes  for  tte  day;  Uiilecur  gnfc,'  l^AHne  ^ 
horses  stood  patiently  by.  heads  Aftar  ^  (jjWreds  of 

dcMi.  reins  looped  over  a  oomen-  ^log  ^  ^  a  Qmerc>- 

^  boug>i,(«id^  tlit  'tue  tim;  njr  land  Govermrat -sponsored  land 
dogs  witched  firm  a  distance,  mind-  acha*.  B  qqq  Joa,  trva 

fidof  that  wlttm  hat  of  the  fc^t  an  imlareH  tract  of 

Australian  hr*  never  Co  feed  a  <fag  ^  ^  PwlUte.  Valley  Were 

at  tte  dimer  crwu>.  there  ms  "parrots  md  pwW.  t 

1  «~<11  Hririt  of  ours  as  a  iubse-  galore"  and  "Mrd  Ufa  heyoai  dea¬ 
th:  courtship".  criptim,  fra  ems  and  brolgas  in 

Then  Dick  "slipped,  and  slipped  plrvEy,also  pel  Irani  and  the  oocas- 
tndly".He  approached  Melbourne  head  ional  JaUro  dam  to  lovely  llrt-le 
office  far  prarotim  as  te  would  wrens" .  The  land  ws  "teasing  with 
like  to  unrry.  It  was  told  "with  wild  life... karroos,  at  least  two 
stern  disapproval"  that  "murried  kinds  of  mllaby,  bandicoots  and 
oeraeon  im  inckac,  as  wives  kangaroo-rats.  Up  in  tte  trees  were 

several  kinds  of  opposus  oed  km 

ley  sent  far  tte  IS  yr  old  Hilda 
W^-  VBS  ^ivin8  with  her  fatter,  now 

1  1  a  teacher  at  a  stmll  comtry  school 

pnffdhle  spaed  to  ikisbxE,  Were  I 

Ihus  they  started  their  long  life 
together  nc»r  hem?  a  calico  tent, 
our  kitchen  tvo  iron  bars  above  a 
aapfire,  protected  ircra  tte  hlist- 

'  '  '  •/  '  fno  tte  delugine  rain  of  tte  lit’ 

HnS|'4f  1  by  a  rcuh  shelter  of  ;heets  cf 
bark  peeled  firm  beat  trees,  te  were 
tj  serenely  happy  aid  inkantsd  by 
Herbert  Kiruiing  and  Tad  anything  that  Queensland  could  pro- 

ftwler  in  Beveril  Qxioen-  An>  in  tfa  my  of  makes,  scarp 

txatian  Cmp>,  Isle  of  ten  ions,  npvwi  peeks  and  pataomers  spid- 
_ _  era.  Nor  were  we  inthrirfated  by  tte 

.  .  blinding  end  deafening  thuoder- 

h  Officer  and  ms  District  Leader  _ _ .  ..  .  , _ 1^,1 

,,  _  c  .  stre*  Wddb  Wrirh  herald  The  tet 

jitU  tte  prescribing  of  mtish  aaBa,  mr  by  tte  bu*  fires  Wrirh 

[Mm  in  Jme  1940.  te  ms  detained  ^  ^  ^  ^  a* 

^  tte  lffi  BegulaMons  in  Au@«t  ^  ^ ^ ^  ^ 

„d  aftar  tte  mr  pfaj^d  an  active  ^  axMj^  w  fu^h  fre. 

part  fa  the  crgaWssbion  of  fteley  m  we  to.*  tte.  in 

“  ta  cu- stride.  Tin  to  Page  b 


CJiairtnund  Hilda  and  Dick  Dellamy  in  1986 


Mrs.fhnnlng  tells  ts  that  the 
limberjackEt  warn  by  ter  husband 
taken  at  teverill  Gxnentrnticn 
Gmp.Isle  of  Hm  ms  nude  out  of  a 
blanket  by  tailor  fellow-detainee. 
IT  WAS  with  deep  sodnem  that  after  Se  aim  wites  with  nnsralgla  of 
trying  for  scee  tlar  to  trace  form-  tte  193&  which  she  reiavdyra  well, 
er  Ibckney  BtitlWi  UMon  speaker  Se  "selling  Artim  2d  at  Bvtlngi 
lUotaa  HAIWDC  that  m  achieved  aromd  ibckney  ad  Tnrtrefaa  whilst 
stream  after  publication  of  Ms  ay  dear  Hrf»wiri  ms  cn  tte  plarfnrm 
photogra^i  acanpanying  that  of  old  gpmHng  -  being  fat-kled  BEtias 
conrade  AHliR  SUM  in  Ms  oMtrary  by  OmiiI  »n  which  te  thoroughly 
in  tte  last  (Vwradp.  It  ms  alas  to  mjoyed. 

find  that  terbat  had  passed  amy  ikrhert’s  fat-far  ms  biiwi  in 


HERBERT 

MANNING 


during  a  heart  by-pass  operation  in  1914  tar  and  has  no  team  grave"  was  a  frequent  nc  tender  of  Friends 
1992  In  Ms  76th  year,  te  extend  continued,  yoa  tender  that  of  0J4.  functions. 


our  be  Inrerl  synpathies  to  tesJbm- 
lng  tte  vns  also  a  Ibckney  ranter. 

Detained  wder  the  191  Regulation 
in  1940,  he  Joined  tte  Army  on  re¬ 
lease  aid  trained  as  a  tele-printer 
but  vns  then  transferred  to  tte  Na¬ 
vy  as  they  were  short  of  trained 
rrmwnirnl-inn  Staff,  te  ms  next 
attached  to  tte  Fleet  Air  Arm  as  a 
tele-printer  operator  at  Headquart¬ 
ers  in  telta.  So  such  far  tte  all¬ 
eged  reasons  for  tte  detention  of 
Britain's  fat  rite  Ihim  ranters . 

After  tte  ter  he  farjiw.  in  Hip 
CXXJT9C  on  insurance  agent  intil  Ms 
retirement  Airing  Wdch  tin?  be  be- 


those  yomg  people  like  mj  hshad 
were  so  angry  end  meted  a  hotter 
Ufa  for  their  children,  lb  Ufa 
usny  others  were  left  to  be  brought 
up  in  poverty,  not  knowing  Wsn 
they  would  get  another  aeal. 

It  was  not  to  be.  but  how  «y  tea- 
band  and  Ms  friends  tested  regard¬ 
less  to  help  OJi  to  tslng  about  a 
better  faitain  to  live  in". 

TED  FOWLER 

AfiJliflJCLD  OTFATE  those  death  in 
Sussex  cxi  August  13th  m  sadly  have 
to  report  Is  TED  KHUt.in  Ms  80th 


In  an  recording  of  Ms  nEcnirs  in 
KM  archives  Ted  told  of  Ms  arrest 
in  1940.  "I  vos  staying  with  friends 
and  ms  still  in  bed"  he  said.  My 
friends  mkraed  nr  and  grid  two 
policeman  were  domstairs  to  see 
nr.  I  went  down  and  they  were  going 
to  arrest  nr".  He  went  dom  and 
they  mid  Mjb  they  were  their  to 
arrest  him  and  take  Mb  to  Ekixton 
Prism.  Tfald  on"  said  Tfed,  "I  have 
not  had  my  breakfast"!  The  police- 
nen  ."flowed  suit  enterrassEnt  and 
one  said  te  don't  agree  with  this 
but  we  have  to  do  it"  —  and  they 
let  him  have  Ms  breakfast. 


came  a  ccmaitted  muter  of  the  year,  te  Joined  Stanley  Brmch  cf  te  vbs  taken  to  [kixtm  where  te 

Cterxh  of  Bigland  and  wis  a  Church  the  HF  In  tte  early  days  of  tte  ^  O.M.  ad  latir  ms  at  Ascot, 
mrden  and  School^  Governor.  !  fbwsxnt  od  later  became  (Vopagon-  telton.lkiytm  od  teverill  .Isle  of 


rtn  rmcentration  orps.te  tells  of 
an  extraordinary  event  at  Ascot  one 
day  of  that  sumer  of  1940.  Ttight 
above  tte  conp  gates  in  vapour 
trnils  from  an  RAF  flyer  appeared 
a  bossIvc  fUrrfa  and  Flash",  te 
shall  probably  never  know  the  iden¬ 
tity  of  our  Ekitlih  Uhlan  afnmn. 
(unless  in  100  years  tine  a  file  is 
released  of  Ms  court  anrtial!)  tes 
he  one  of  those  nua»rocB  Black¬ 
shirt  RAF  cen  vho  ms  later  to  pay 
tte  suprene  sacrifice  and  twimter- 
ed  in  CMtAEE's  foil  of  tenour? 

tearing  tte  end  of  Ms  days  he 
recorded  that  althou^i  he  and  Ms 
coRnvdes  in  MHA  Ikdcn  did  not 
achieve  teat  they  set  out  to  do, 
and  mast  of  Ms  life  devoted  to 
Haley's  cause,  te  at  tte  rad."te) 
regrets  whatever". 


CEMRADE 


November  1993/January  1994. 


-1944- 


IN  MEMORIAM 


wife  of  BU  and  (Xo  87  yr  old  01<*y  Burvood  of  Bethnal  Green.  24  Nxvvwfanr  1981 

PKX.faUn  PnmniiK:  BU  buslnesmnn  MO  Branch  Imxrived  In  BU  tilam:18B  Brltiah  ftjlltical  Pnaonoriarrostod 
on  ^myoldo  on  return  fma  Dunkirk,  1940, at tar  rescuing  an—  500  troofe  In  hia  mschine-gimad  Motor  laureh 
cgHSB»  _  22  Mrwrimi  1953 

tarty  BU:1BB  British  Political  Pr l aon«tr:f carrier  tartlam  am  of  St.Ceoroe  after  release:  04: 
at  JO  frcn  7B  contracted  at  Walton  Jail  1  Aaoot  Cbnomtratlan  Q«3.  Mjw4ar  1 949 

Cg*rrirrml*:  w  I Vl  Kidderminster  :KAkC:l  SB  Brltiah  Political  Prlaermr:lX  and  Friends  of  O.H.  Hrvrsfajr  1992 
gjMjtlaa  Orrlrtlrn:  Lochlnhnad, Perth  BU:  Union  Movement.  Hcrater  196$ 

?Wwiro,ttarothh:  BJ  tom.D.'L  Chi  Chester  :vl  fa  of  taptaln  F.E.Hsnlco.Q/L  8  B-ltiah  Political  FT. 12  ioiMar  1>49 
gMlllHla|t.D.II.«. :  HQ  N-.IXJ-.sfcr  BUT  Autmoblle  Club: RPC  apotter  first  tank  battle, cWxal.WWIx  flying 

Fra  In!  m  m  4»  ril  ■  - .  . «  on  rv.  4  el  _w  fa.  9  a  a.  a a  & .  _  .  .  a *  _  .. 


training  school  |xop.:l68  British  tali  tl cal  Prlacrer.  6  tan  mi.  ,  | 

jPTOX.r.W.'FradVi  BU  D/L  Hackney: 1 88  British  Political  Prisoner:!*  Org.Buknoy  South.  h~T 

wife  of  old  mararVi  PAT, Shoreditch  BU  *  S/London  IX  77  ItosMn  1 

gpB»,Charllg:  «*  Acoountant  1948-8S:Miycr  of  Bexley  1978/9  27  NxvmteT 

piTl^l.B.J.i  Aldershot  HJ:Brltl*h  Political  Prlaoner:  in  Ion  Movement.  19  HxvqWwr  1 

JSjfiLit!  *ollcltor  Mr.lrl^itoi  BU  8  (X:  Motion  I  talon  contributor: author  of  khana  fr.  , 


_M«a  Djagreetlv  Ballad.  -  -  - ~27  1976 

ALLai.ctwdt.Hanr.CH;:  ex -suffragette  8  co-founder  first  wcmens  polios  fora  gnat  war:  Heel  oTvme  kBIH 
Service  1914-40:BU  and  (JH:undar  IBB  housa  detention  tor  Id  tor  2.  i<wu 

fitOlll i ,Mra  Joe:  wife  of  former  Brit. Heavy  Wt. Boxing  Ounp.llke  JOB, S>, 18a  British  Political  Prlacrmr  -  in 
Jtolloray  Gaol:  Union  tavwwnt.  12  n-^-w —  1»S2 

r*".*  *  *  toltlah  Union  and  Union  Mammant  tacrterr  197s 

HAT.  Bill:  U/T  Birmingham  Cent. 4  Handsworth  BU:18B  British  Political  Prlaoner  :IX.  3  tacteer  T555 

Q1AHNLEY.  John:  to  D/L  Hull  4  Par l.Cand. Hull  Eaet:Cty  Prop.Off .Yorks:188  Brltiah  Political  Prisoner :UM: author 
of  Hladohlrta  *  tones  pub.  1990  after  his  death.  28  Dootmber  1988 

'Sen' i  Enel  no  British  Union:  IBB  Poltloal  Prisoner.  Daoaafaac  1966 

FLAK.  Brilev:  toa  elderly  receptionist  at  Nestminater  MO:1BU  Brltiah  Political  Prisoner  contributing  to  his 
dnathihushend  of  ex-suffragette  Mara  Elam  .HU  Pari  .Cbnd.Hortluinpton  also  Political  Prisoner  In  Holloway  Gaol 

i 

FKAHas.UM4KlHS.Heil:  BU  plcneer  nmbnr ,  later  Dir  .General  :18B  British  talltiail  Prisoner  Goo 
early  death  et  43. 

®AHT  of  9xndltch:  Father  of  family  of  BU  supporters. 

BM433.L.  Mrs  .Florence:  Bethnal  Gm.DU  8  UP  .'wartime  collector  18B  Detainees  Fund. 

Baxw, Percy:  Southampton  BU  8  l*.  In  road  accident. 

Knuaai.Mro  Sahlna:  Mather  of  IX  1  FCHs  Ken  of  Leamington  Spe. 

LtHKLETr.Sldney:  East  Ham  BU:  severe  ley  wounded  E/ Surrey’s,  Italy,  1941  rbreather  of  John.  BU  E/Hsa  D 

pgme.Mna  Clare:  BU  Epptm  active  amhar  8  wife  of  1938/40  D/Ur  Pag  Palling:  In  Lancs.  14  Eeomshw  1991 
KMJgS.JUai:  Ipswich  ELI  8  IX:  At  Mntingdon.  taotote  19S4 

WJvls^.lti  Am r:  wldcv  of  Wessex  fermer  JOE. who  pradeoaased  her  by  8  months,  and  iliu^itsr  WPT.  too  pre- 
rWxsaaed  her  by  one  amth.  The  last  of  a  loyal  BU  4  IX  family.  DenwMwr  1978 

VFMMH-HOE.Slr  Alllott:  early  flying  pioneer  and  founder  of  AVMhloet  2  sons  In  flying  ops  In  MU2:MO  Br.BU 
and  IX:  At  63T  31  Ihmlvr  1984 

toaSH.Mca  CladiLlaehouse  BU:7sef>  D/L  1940: oocas lonal  contributor  to  CUaah  in  torse.  31  Bjcatg  <994 
WAhlxScux,  Mtosri  ‘Hod1:  Now  tmrty  and  BU  Winchester  8  MO:  lost  aye  In  ’battle  of  Stock  ton-on -Toes,  1 913:  no- 
near  Cbrpo  WH2:brother  of  PCXa  Jc4».  31  Dsoatoer  1964 

KTTXE/Mca.  tollasey  British  Union  8  Union  Movement.  Pooler  Iw 

1EUS-BOQ1 ,  Ml  lor  Trend  a.  me:  5th  Lancers  Indian  Army  8  Poyal  Flying  Cbrpa:  author  Mwxrxl  Lanoer:  HHJ  Branch 

British  Uhlan.  -  TTUmtow  1944 

MMI-Jad:  early  Bethnal  (keen  Br.BU  amater:(X:  father  of  KM  Fred  8  Sid.  19  jiaatr  imS 

HALL,  Eric:  BU  D/l dr  Ealing  193£:R.tuvy  1940-46:  (X:at  75  In  tost  Cbixitxy.  lAgSLiSi 

*l*m.Mre:  British  union  8  (X mother  of  lx  Walthamstow  ET.Irir .Ernest  Cbker.  Jtaamrr  IMP 

O-emDI.  Pater:  British  Uhlan  speaker  .Salisbury.  Jaiaiarv  1961 

D’ALLESSID.Itsi:  First  D/L  BU  Partmnouth, later  Cheltenham:  1 88  British  Political  Prlaoner.  18  Jamerr  1967 
ptvnf.tos  L.A.:  wife  of  John.BU  tarl. Candidate  .Evesham.  January  1976 

EtfPtS.Mre  Oorothr:  widew  of  BMy.  BU  8  IX.Upalnsster  8  Sth. London.  IS  Jaraavry  19$I 

Hl’l.Blll:  Facing  Br  British  Union  speaker.  30  January  1988 

akki.Ame:  DU  8  IX  speaker:  1 8B  Brltiah  Political  Prisoner :Ots  secretary  IX.  tarly  1979 

Jem.Ralto  Gladwyniexplorer .pearl  flsherman:BU  D/L  Salisbury, Prop.Off  .Wilts.  .Dlst. 8  Bog .  inspector  Wessex , 
Pari .COnd. Corset  West, DU  Gold  Distinction: 18D  British  Political  Prisoner : At  87  In  Kirabella, Spain. 

_  78  .Unwry  1 978 

HttXliuE.Charlcs:  E/Lorxix:  BU  8  IX: husband  of  Hgoe.tX  Hst.V4xn.Org,  1961  :ln  Australis.  January  1961 

BUCK, Catherine  Hxrmret  8  Charlie. holder  of  CMs  Service  Distinction: parents  of  DU  8  UMs  Ibckney  Ur.0rg.13X 
8  wife  FID. both  British  Political  Prisoners.  January  1952  and  January  1965 

RAE.H.O:  till  thorns  Low  Union  Movement.  24  January  19&T 

SUnmLAfO.Hre  M.A.  ’Mi* : Loyal  Mosley  supporter. friend  8  confidant  of  niny  Eaat  London  BU  supporters  In  her 
Staprmy  cafo  and  in  IX  before  her  retirement  to  Norfolk.  denary  1975 

VAIIXLAMI .  KsinmlrxxVes  '  Pam*  mail -known  BU  London  member  8  Prcp.Bolbom  Distributing  Cb.  icruanlsar  Action 
street  8  newsagent  sales  lirovldod  office  far  wartime  18B  Detainees  Fund  not  81.  J_  JOnuarr  1955 

WUlweCH.IIrii  Boas ;  playrlght,blogn(i«er  8  author  incl.1939  Who  ls~tor  Liberty :cxontrlbu tor  to  Action  when 
a  labrxrr  Party  msmber:  a  good  friend  of  Hoaley  Movements.  Janmrr  1978 


Old  C.omrades  : 


Best  Wishes  for 
1994 

to  all  our  readers 


MAY  BUFFET 


Saturday ,May  7th 
Reservations  now 


Hilda  Bellamy 


Ife  cleared,  ploughed  mJ  ml  t  i  - 
mted..  Jtztln  later  we  raised  a 
crap  o£  Uraneo  cottm"  and  "eicry- 
thing  biraeuiul  udElieriably.  ifc 
hod  axe  beans,  pterins,  iiwium 
and  tolone  thm  we  k»  d»w  to  do 
with"  but  tors  traihle  to  mall  the 
fruit  coring  to  prohibitive  rail- 
freight  dorses. 

But  their  tolcycn  though  hard 
working  days  vent  not  to  last  for 
within  a  year  of  the  return  of  the 
Labour  goverrnenr  in  a  General  El¬ 
ection  and  withdrawal  of  the  bounty 
on  cotton  an!  other  economic  meas¬ 
ures,  they  found  it  ia^cGsible  to 
survive  so  they  "struck  canp"  arel 
nude  for  Ncv  CVilpdnrria  in  the 
South  Sons  whore,  along  the  canni¬ 
bals,  they  again  cleared  the  virgin 
bush  and  forest  and  mffw» 

planters  aid  Hilda  gave  birth  to  her 
first  -  a  son. 


After  “throe  years  of  hard 
graft",  a  seven-day  buA  fire  and 
"the  worst  draught  in  the  history 
of  the  island  since  Bjropeai  ocru- 
pntim... there  tes  nothing  left  tax. 
to  sell  ig>  axl  get  out"  and  for 
sake  of  the  yotng  'Dickon'  vto  app¬ 
eared  to  be  developing  the  anasnia 
for  ihlch  European  children  born  cn 
the  island  were  prcne.the  Bellamys' 
decided  to  return  to  Ebropc.  They 
arrived  In  Biglond  in  Ehrch  1931 
and  as  the  7,000-tcns  Villa  de  Ver- 
dm  re-entered  northern  witers  the 
first  neie-itan  received  by  wire¬ 
less  and  displayed  cn  the  notice 
board  in  French  vasi^Jir  Cbuold 
Mbsley  Ins  fornod  a  Nar  ftrty." 

This  vas  to  bpmnp  oeaningful  for 
Dick  Bellamy  for  after  eight  years 
abroad  he  had  returned  to  Ekitain 
to  see  condi  dons  that  sleeked  him. 
There  was  about  three  million  unem¬ 
ployed  and  "there  ms  a  tendency  to 


di.'Mj.'SS  the  ever-nxrting  njtorrs 
as  a  rad  inevitability  about  Urirh 
little  could  be  dene... in  far  Ang¬ 
lia.  .  .tmdreds  of  acres  of  piXatoes 
tore  left  to  rot  in  the  grand  in 
Inntstol.iiiUe  a  few  miles  ssy  in 
King's  Lym  foreign  vessels  were 
inland ing  Ixndreris  of  tons  of  po¬ 
tatoes...  the  displaced  farmworkers 
ineligible  in  disc  days  for  enrm 
ploynx.  brmfit,  were  sent  to  work 
In  strx*>- pits  for  a  few  aiserahle 
shillings... Fishing  vessels  entered 
port  deep- laden  with  herring  catch¬ 
es  cnly  to  be  ordered  to  sea  again 
to  dinp  their  hauls, Wiile  at  the 
Limr.a  few  miles  any,  the 
wives  and  children  af  ucaployed 
fara-labourers  snde  their  wwl  of 
the  day  out  of  a  single  herring  di¬ 
vided  between  every  two  ariera  of 
the  telly... vessels  were  entering 
the  fool  at  Londoo  with  frerh  milk 
frm  Holland, at  the  sir  tine  that 


Saturday,  November  19 


fogllsh  ailk,  prokml  in  —  not 
of  buuo  needs  buit  of  «xr»wir  re- 
qdraBts,  mis  processed  liwr»  in 
brella  handles.  In  South  Uiles  an 
inraployed  miner  mis  smt  to  prism 
for  stealing  a  bottle  of  milk  for  a 
higy  and  ml  ling  child.  In  Lmarh 
ire  children  af  tnoMiloyed  cotton- 
workers  were  actually  per  hi  ring 
from  the  rffwl.s  of  prolcnged  mil 
rxtritlon,  a  pnlttp  term  ftr  slow 
aturvatlm. .  .In  oomtless  working- 
class  hcncs  there  vos  cold  and  lin¬ 
ger.  Yet  because  the  'dole'  [men¬ 
tal  tin  sufferers  from  actinlly 
dropping  dead  in  the  streets,  there 
vas  wide  indifference  to  their 
fate." 

Although  Ebsley's  New  forty  wis 
short-lived,  the  idea  of  a  new  par¬ 
ty  "to  infuse  life  into  ikin.«8i 
politics"  appealed  strongly  to  Dick 
Bellamy  and  then  in  October  1932 
Haley  launched  his  EOF  "I  ms  int¬ 
erested  at  once",  lb  studied  the 
policy  rad  after  a  long  talk  with  a 
BUF  nFHrvr  he  ms  convinced. 

Tbre  at  last"  he  wrote, 'Nos  new; 
of  a  ravtoeut  ready  to  put  the 
Ykrat'  back  li«n  feitsin  and  the 
selflfh  finanrlal  htgMtH  Inta 
their  ptupei  place,  Ur  tfiith  at 
the  sac  time  could  defret  the 
■soul fern  mur-rialt-ra  of  the  Left. 
It  was  the  mrrvwge  I  End  been  writ¬ 
ing  for.  I  could  not  hesitate  no 
longer.  I  joined." 

Thus  started  Dick  and  Hilda  Bell- 
any's  long  nnrch  with  Eteley,  n 
much  yArtrh  for  both,  in  deep  ralon 
with  each  other,  suffered  pxtt 
lunkiiliw  but  stayed  to  tlvrir  very 
erri.  arirain  badly  needs  now  ach 
fine  beo  and  worm. 

_ JOHN  CHRISTIAN 

Fubllilmd  for  frl»*KK  of  O.H.  by 

3o4w<  CWrlttlkA.lOl.Orwl  1  Court. 

PowmII  8o44A.on4oa.C8  4FF 


No.  42 


‘The  Spirit  Lives...' The  Rest  Will  Follow’ 


*  WE  know  the  answer  for  we  have  felt  this  thing  within  us.  In  divine  purpose 
the  spirit  of  man  rises  above  and  beyond  the  welter  of  chaos  and  mater!  a  11  Fan 
to  the  conquest  of  a  civilisation  that  shall  be  the  sum  and  the  glory  of  the 
travail  of  the  ages.  In  that  high  fate  to-mnmw  we  live* 

conclusion  'Tbmarrow  We  live";  Osualc.  has  lev  1938 


NOTICE  Of  DCTENTION 


MOSLEY  BOOK 

His  1930’s  book  is 


‘Hate  Propaganda’ ! 

fey  JOHN  CHRISTiflNl 

ANEW  EDITION  of  Mosley’s  "TOMCRRCW  WE  LIVE"  has 
been  banned  by  the  Canadian  Govenment.  Printed 
piKHahcd  and  distributed  in  America,  it  has  been 
aHrfcH  to  the  Canadian  Government's  prescribed  list 
of  inserted  goods.  A  Canadian  CUstcms  and  Excise  doco- 
uiBat  in  Cbmrade'a  possession  prescribes  the  book's 
Classification  as  "Bate  Propaganda". 

Tjuarrow  We  Live  first  war)  was  taken  due  to  the 


published  in  1938  by  British 
Union  updated  his  earlier  ‘ 
The  Greater  Britain  with 
which  he  launched  his 
new  Movement  in  1932. It 
expounded  "the  entire  Policy 
of  the  Movement, its  histor¬ 
ical  necessity"  and  its 
fundamental  philosophy .  Hie 
first  edition  was  sold  cut 
in  3  weeks  and  6  further  ed- 
tion3  were  printed  by  1939. A 
good  number  of  British  Uni¬ 
versities  hold  copies  for 
academic  research. 

The  American  publishers 
told  Comrade  that  "Canada  is 
only  equalled  in  banning  and 
censorship  by  the  State  of 
Israel"  and  suggested  that 
the  ban  could  have  only  acme 
about  by  an  influential 
special  Interest  group  mak¬ 
ing  a  special  application  to 
the  government  requesting 
that  the  title  be  forbidden. 

The  decision  to  publish 
the  American  7th  edition, 
(actually  the  9th  -two  were 
published  shortly  after  the 


good*  I  ntnywv  lie* 

1  1  book.-  "Tomorrow  We  Live* 
CW  800  573  800  CA 


Hale  Propaganda 
Propagande  hameuse 


Qistcxns  and  Excise 


war)  was  taken  due  to  the 
increasing  demand  for  infor¬ 
mation  on  Mosley's  ideas 
throughout  the  Western 
world,  much  of  his  policies 
thought  to  be  applicable  to 
the  the  conditions  of  today. 
Apart  from  a  new  cover,  the 
original  text  has  been 
faithfully  reprinted. 

But  world  conditions  have 
changed  radically  since  it 
was  published  although  as 
the  publisher  suggested, 
much  in  it  is  relevant  to¬ 
day.  Nevertheless, surely  the 
Canadian  government  has  egg 
in  its  face?  lb  ban  a  book 
after  it  has  been  freely 
distributed  and  read  for 
nearly  60  years?  Hie  ban  on 
the  book  has  already  in¬ 
creased  demand  ve  learn,  and 
there  is  always  more  than 
'one  way  of  belling  the 
cat'  1 

It  is  also  seme  60  years 

The  Editor  apologia®  for 
the  Late  publication  of 
this  issue  of  0CMRAIK 


1938  Edition  1993  Edition 

since  those  terrible  Nazis 
had  their  'burning  of  the 
books ' ,  many  of  them  porno¬ 
graphic,  and  the  democrac¬ 
ies  have  held  them  to  task 
ever  since  for  that  destruc¬ 
tion  of  freedom  of  express¬ 
ion.  Democratic  governments 
do  not  bum  books.  They  just 
ban  them  or  trnke  publication 
difficult  with  special 
'race'  or  other  laws  against 
those  who  will  not  share 
the  corruption  of  their 
political  party  game. 

'Hie  pan  is  mightier  than 
the  sword'  is  a  dictum  they 
frequently  proclaim,  partic¬ 
ularly  after  'just  wars' 
such  as  the  List  cne,  vhich 
proved  the  opposite. 

But  in  fact  we  can  agree 
with  them  on  this  one.  Bann¬ 
ing  the  freedom  to  express 
ideas  can  work  for  a  long 
time  hut  in  the  end, an  idea, 
a  faith,  cannot  be  permantly 
prescribed. 

Ftar  Oswald  Mosley,  that 
greatest  of  Englishmen  who 
gave  his  own  people  an  idea 
that  transcended  self,  that 
saw  in  the  union  of  the  Bor- 
pean  peoples  'a  vision  that 
came  not  before'  and  who 
summoned  mankind  to  rise  to 
ever  higher  forms. 

"the  Spirit  Lives  -  Hie 
Rest  Will  Hollow" 
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*If  there  waa  one  thing  worse  than  the  P.N.  ignoring  a  war  It  was  the  U.N.  taking  charge  of  one* 


GET  OUT  OF  U.N. 


savs  ROBERT  ROW 

New  men  to  make  Europe 

one  gang-rape  to  the  next. 
Western  democrats  encourage 


IE  RACKET  kxuMi  as  West¬ 
ern  democracy  has  reach¬ 
ed  Its  nadir. 

A  ghastly  little  «r  In  Bos¬ 
nia  has  exposed  the  squalor 
for  all  to  see.  Genocide, 
“the  crime  of  the  century"  ,hos 
been  raging  in  Europe's  back¬ 
yard,  aid  Wbstem  democracy 
Witch  oade  genocide  a  crime  at 
its  Nurenberg  sho w  trial  Is 
paralysed. 

Vhat  is  wrtng  with  these 
helpless  politicians?  Their 
system  of  talk  has  spread  like 
a  sickness  across  Europe  and 
stopped  anything  effective  be¬ 
ing  done.  Man  of  action  were 
ostracised.  So  evils  have 
abounded  and  rail  ti  plied  in  the 
dsnxTHtic  hot-house,  including 
a  vicious  new  breed  of  crim¬ 
inal. 

If  the  poliHore  cannot  curb 
thugs  Wo  beat  and  rape  old 
ladies  in  Ihgland  they  caret 
atop  the  BBMcldal  Sahs. 

The  only  time  the  democrats 
nove  into  action  is  whai  they 
sabotage  those  bent  on  clean¬ 
ing  Hi  the  squalor. 

Mosley,  Britain's  nan  o£  act¬ 
ion  had  his  freedom  of  speech 
sabotaged  for  years.  General 
Mjnillon,  France's  chi  of  act¬ 
ion  in  Bosnia,  was  am  mi  of 
"bias"  by  another  conspiracy  in 
Raris  and  recalled.  Germany, run 
by  politicians  playing  safe,  is 
even  worse.  It  is  hag-ridden  by 
peaoe-Gt-any-price  goodies 
'redeening'  their  country  from 
Hitler,  and  those  hyrm-singing 
folk  even  dencnstrated  against 
the  German  air  force  being  sent 


khen  sabotage  beoanes  a  reli- 
gecxi  which  glorifies  veaknes 
the  villians.SHh  as  the  Serta, 
hive  the  tine  of  their  lives. 

Tlie  Serhs  are  the  biggest  li¬ 
ars  in  Europe.  Never  were  so 
many  cease-fires  broken  so  cyn¬ 
ically  on  so  short  a  time  in 
one  ami  1  war.  Che  word  suns  up 
their  politics:  treachery.  No 
voider,  Wien  their  history  is 
full  of  secret  societies  worse 
than  the  fefla.  Che  of  these 
murder-gangs,  the  Black  Hand  of 
Serbia,  hired  the  terrorist 
Princip  to  assassinate  the  heir 
to  the  Austrian  throne  in  the 
sumer  of  1914.  Four  years  of 
ver  followed  Wdch  wiped  out 
the  flower  of  an  entire  British 
generation. 

With  national  heroes  like 

that  one  would  thiric  Western 
politicians  would  be  wary  of 
Serbs,  especially  Wien  mast  of 
them  comixiists  under  Uto  who 
suddenly  turned  into  violent 
nationalists  mder  Milooevich . 
But  no  -  our  wet  leaders  petted 
the  snake. 

And  while  the  Serbs  advanced 
fran  one  massacre  to  the  next, 


than  with  inertia,  vacillation 
and  unlimited  hunbug,  before 
amounting  yet  another  cease¬ 
fire.  Now  all  this  chicanery 
has  nerged  into  a  Western  pro¬ 
gramme  of  surrender. 

British  Conservatives  have 
become  accustomed  and  are  keen 
on  programmes  of  surrender  .They 
were  just  the  sane  when  they 
scuttled  fran  Africa  30  years 
ago,  and  look  at  Africa  now  .Any 
call  to  stop  the  Serbs  brings 
Tbry  Leaders  bustling  round 
saying  it  cannot  be  done.Resis- 
ting  the  Serbs  would  make 
things  worse  they  say.  What 
could  be  worse  than  the  bloody 
shamhles  of  Bosnia  today! 

V*iy  are  they  so  fearful  of 
these  Serbs?  They  did  not 
scare  Adolf  Hitler.  In  April 
1941,  after  a  pro-Soviet  coup 
in  Belgrade,  he  sent  a  few  div¬ 
isions  into  what  was  den  Yugo¬ 
slavia,  and  they  went  through 
the  Serbs  like  a  dose  of  salts. 
The  whole  country  was  occupied 
in  ten  days  with  the  Iraq  of 
just  166  tien. 

Whit  Inve  the  democrats  put 


in  place  to  make  the  world  mfe 
fran  rulers  like  that  'wricked' 
man?  They  built  a  splendid  New 
Order  presided  over  by  the  Ihl- 
ted  Nations.  The  noise  was 
terrific  in  its  New  York  glass 
temple  but  it  did  not  bring 
peace,  Mare  than  200  vers  have 
bean  fought  since  1945.  It  did 
not  bring  freedem.  Mast  count¬ 
ries  in  the  U.N.  are  petty  tyr¬ 
annies  of  one  sort  or  another. 

United  NatLcns  -  a  Itawer 
of  fahel 

It  set  out  to  lead  the  world 
by  talk  -  a  Tower  of  Babel 
banting  down  Lave  to  all  the 
earth  -  and  if  time  wm  one 
thing  worse  than  the  U.N.  igno¬ 
ring  a  ver  it  was  the  U.N.  tak¬ 
ing  charge  of  cue .  In  Boaiia 
the  Serbs  have  been  positively 
assisted  by  the  clinsy  hand  of 
U.N.  as  nxxh  as  our  dtsnxxatir 
politicians.  Nothing  an  be 
done  by  the  West  until  the  Tbw- 
er  of  Babel  passes  a  resolu- 
tion!  And  then  any  cmntry's 
soldiers  put  cn  its  pretty  blue 
helmets  they  cease  to  be  any 
good  as  a  military  force. 

Ifawjrer  it  ends,  tne  war  in 
Rnaria  tonrhns  two  lgSJB. 
First,  Europe  will  never  be 
built  out  of  the  sqiirLcr  and 
weeknesa  of  its  present  Lend¬ 
ers.  Only  Masley  idea  and  new 
mai  can  trtlte  Europe  now. 

And  seocndly,  Europe  should 
take  itself  right  out  of  the 
Uhl  ted  fofcLcns  and  let  the 
babblers  talk  ttrarelvcs  out  of 
existence. 


THE  'FREE  TRADE'  FALLACY  AND  ITS  INEVITABLE  CONSEQUENCE  FOR  THE  WEST 
MOSLEY: 1938  GOLDSMITH: 1 994 


ft  5j7»|iiK  spread  of  modern  science  and  technology  has 
arabled  our  former  customers  to  indnstralize 
themselves.  ..In  remaining  markets  still  open  to  us  we 
are  faced  with  a  oenpetitian,  unprecedented  and  irre¬ 
sistible,  which  has  been  created  by  the  vile  exploit¬ 
ation  of  modern  science  by  finance  power  in  the  in- 
dustralisatian  of  the  Orient.  Vtestem  finance  has 
provided  the  loans  which  have  equipped  the  Ptist  with 
equal  machinery  to  the  West,  and  has  hired  the  West¬ 
ern  technician  to  teach  the  oriental  to  perform  the 
simplified  tasks  of  mass  production  with  modern  mccii 
anical  technique  at  a  third  of  the  wages  and  for  lon¬ 
ger  hours  of  monotonous  boil  than  white  labour  can 
endure...  How  can  we  raise  or  even  maintain  British 
wages  in  face  of  ccnpetitian  fran  sweated  labour 
supplied  with  the  same  machinery  but  paid  a  third  of 
the  wages  and  working  for  longer  hours?  Cl 

'tomorrow  We  Live 


ft  ’fjrw ILAT  an  outstanding  thing  it  is  to  watch  a 
tS-mf  civilisation  destroy  itself  because  it  is 
unable  to  re-examine  the  validity,  under  totally  new 

circumstances,  of  an  economic  ideology -  All  of  a 

sudden,  nearly  four  billion  people  have  entered  the 
world  ecxxxxny  including  those  from  China,  Indochina, 
India ,  Bangladesh  and  the  nations  which  used  to 
be  part  of  the  Soviet  Ohian. ...  Overall,  they  offer 
a  vast  growing  reservoir  of  underemployed,  who,  when 
they  do  find  work,  receive  wages  as  ouch  as  90  or  95 
per  cent  less  than  those  in  Europe....  The  whole 
halance  between  capital  and  labour  will  be  shattered 
as  the  cost  of  lahonr  drops  to  reflect  the  new  supply 
provided  by  nearly  four  billion  people  willing  to 
work  for  a  pittance.  Cl 

Sir  James  Goldsmith:  The  Times, 5  March  1994 


Hie  apocalyptic  tone  of  this  undustrlalists  attack  cn  GATT,  finalised  last  Decanter,  is  fully  justified. 
Sir  James  advocates  a  regional  free  trade  zone  based  on  the  European  Ctaranunity.  The  British  Bnpire  could 
have  provided  such  an  economic  bloc  -  just  as  Mosley  proposed  60  years  ago,  when  the  West's  prospects 
where  nowhere  near  as  grim  as  today 


•  One  ponders  if  the  Canadian  Goverranent  who  have  banned  the  book  that  printed  the  Mosley  quote,  reported 

on  our  front  page,  will  keep  a  watchful  eye  cn  Sir  James?  (B3) 
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Mosley 
‘a  powerful 
mind’ 

jgtACME  years  ago  while 
£gf  reading  a  book  review 
in  the  Times  Literary  Supp¬ 
lement,  a  thought  crossed 
the  present  writer's  mind: 
this  piece  is  far  too  good 
far  publication.  I  was 
therefore  pleased  to  find 
it  reproduced  in  Lord  Skid- 
elsky's  Interests  and  Ob¬ 
sessions  -  a  collection  of 
articles  and  reviews  divid¬ 
ed  into  5  parts, and  ranging 
from  Victoria  times  to  the 
present. (MacMillan  £20). 

This  work  has  received 
generation  attention  from 
reviewers .  In  the  Sunday 
Telegraph  Niall  Ferguson  re¬ 
ferred,  with  apparent  appro¬ 
val,  to  the  radical  policies 
that  would  have  arrested 
Britain ' s  relentless  and 
humila ting  decline:  "...imp¬ 
erial  preference  ( in  the 
slump);  a  deal  with  Germay 
in  the  1930s  to  preserve  the 
British  Bnpire;  a  slinmed- 
down,  whites  only  CCnmon- 
wealth. "  Sounds  familiar?  Mr 
Ferguson  might  be  unaware  of 
it  but  all  but  the  last  of 
these  were  the  policies  of 
Mosley's  BUF!  (Far  from 
'slinming  down'  the  Bnpire, 
the  BUF's  aim  was  to  pre¬ 
serve  and  develop  it).  Ferg¬ 
uson  thinks  that  Skidelsky 
now  sympathises  with  Thatch¬ 
erism.  It  is  not  so  long 
since  Skidelsky  wrote  in  his 
Introduction  to  a  book  on 
that  subject  that  Thatcher¬ 
ism's  "analysis  was  over¬ 
simple,  the  means  crude  and 
mean"  and  argued  that  an 
"enterprise  culture  cannot 
harmonize  society."  We  could 
hardly  live  in  a  more  unhar- 
tnonious  society  than  1990s 
Britain! 

Whether  or  not  Skidelsky 
is  more  sympathetic  to 
Thatcherism,  the  fact  is 
Mosley  receives  far  more 
attention  in  Interests  and 
Obsessions  than  Margaret 


Book  review 


Thatcher  does.  Mosley  is 


mentioned  throughout , and  two 


chapters  deal  specifically 


with  Mosley  and  British  Fas 
cism.  "Why,  after  «1 1 
Skidelsky, "was  the  political 


system  not  prepared  to  adopt 


.not  just  Mosley 


but  anyone  with  ideas,  oour 
age  and  energy,  was  excluded 
from  power  or  influence  in 
the  inter-war  years." 
"...had  Mosley  been  able  to 
build  up  a  stranger  powar 
base  In  the  Labour  Party, 
there  might  have  been  an 
attempt  to  apply  a  mixture 
of  Hobsonian  and  Keynesian 
remedies  for  the  slunp  of 
1929-31." 

Mosley's  flaw  says  Skidel¬ 
sky  was  hubris  -  the  feeling 
that  everything  was  poss¬ 
ible.  It  was  of  course  the 
optimistic  feeling  that 
science  and  technology  had 
made  everything  possible 
that  provided  the  whole  dy¬ 
namic  of  Fascist  ideology. 

"Qcrtain  personal  qualit¬ 
ies  and  one  domestic  circun- 
stance  carried  Mosley  to  a 
leading  position  in  English 
politics"  he  writes  on  page 
1 81 .  "The  qualities  were  a 
powerful  mind,  a  gift  of  el¬ 
oquence  and  an  enormous  en¬ 
ergy.  The  dicisive  circum¬ 
stance  was  the  First  World 
War." 

"In  the  1920s"  -  page  183, 
"Mosley  sensed  that  the  eco¬ 
nomic  debate  between 
laissez-faire  capita  Han  and 
beureaucratic  socialism  was 
irrelevant. .  .A  visit  to  Ame¬ 
rica  convinced  him  that  mod¬ 
ern  techniques  of  mass  pro¬ 
duction  had  destroyed  the 
basis  of  small-scale  nation¬ 
al  econcmics.  It  followed 
that  Britain  had  to  enter 
into  a  larger  economic  sys¬ 
tem.  In  the  1930s  that  sys¬ 
tem  was  the  Empire..." 

"The  movement  towards  Fas¬ 
cism"  says  Skdelsky  on 
page  196,  "arose  essentially 
from  Mosley's  refusal  to 
choose  between  left  and 
right  in  a  situation  of 
mounting  social  crisis. 
Rather,  it  seaned  to  him 
that  Fascism  was  the  natural 
legatee  of  the  centre  party 
idea." 

On  page  216  he  writes: 
"One  of  the  disarming  things 
about  Oswald  Mosley  was  the 
ability  to  laugh  at  himself 
as  a  great  man.  But  it  made 
me  wonder  what  his  act 
really  was." 

The  aswer  to  Skidelsky  is 
that  while  Mosley  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  devote  a  tremendous 
amount  of  time  and  energy  to 


Churchill 
‘a  disastrous 
executive’ 

"The  very  qualities  which 
made  Churchill  such  a  memor¬ 
able  talker"  says  Skidelsky, 
"were  apjt  to  make  him  a  dis¬ 
astrous  executive.  His  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  half-baked 
ideas  were  notorious.  Ant¬ 
werp,  the  Dardenalles,  in¬ 
tervention  in  Russia,  his 
budgets  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  India,  rearm¬ 
ament  -  his  career  was  litt¬ 
ered  with  audacious  and  im¬ 
aginative  schemes  which  were 
either  flawed  in  conception, 
or,  while  soundly  conceived, 
had  not  been  fully  thought 
through.  He  was  a  prophet 
far  a  cause  -  but  the  cause 
seemed  to  vary  from  moment 
to  moment.  As  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  he  champ¬ 
ioned  social  reform:  as  Heme 
Secretary  he  sternly  supp¬ 
ressed  sedition.  As  First 
Lord  of  the  Adnlralty  he  en¬ 
thused  over  Naval  expansion; 
As  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  he  cut  down  naval 
estimates.  The  Little  Eng¬ 
lander  who  broke  with  the 
Conservatives  over  Joseph 
Chamberlain's  Imperial  vis¬ 
ion  of  1903  beocmes  the  un¬ 
deviating  upholder  of  Bnpire 
in  the  1930s;  the  Air  Minis¬ 
ter  of  whan  it  was  written 
'he  leaves  the  body  of  Brit¬ 
ish  flying  well  nigh  at  its 
last  gasp'  emerges  as 
spokesman  far  air  rearmament 
in  1934.  The  fanatical  anti- 
Bolshevik  embraces  the  alli¬ 
ance  in  1938." 

Of  Churchill  biographer 
Martin  Gilbert's  enormous 

political  activities ,  per¬ 
sonal  ambition  was  not  his 
driving  force.  What  he  was 
saying  to  the  British  people 
in  the  1930s  was  this:- 


erlty.  Reject  them  and  the 
alternative  is  likely  to  be 
war  and  want.  The  choice  is 
yours.1' 


tomes  on  his  sunjeci.  (Vox. 5) 
Skidelsky  writes:  "it  is 
significant  that  Mr. Gilbert 
can  write  over  eleven  hund¬ 
red  pages  on  Churchill  be¬ 
tween  the  wars  without  hav¬ 
ing  put  the  ward  Unemploy¬ 
ment  into  his  index." 

Lord  Skidelsky  thus  takes 
his  stand,  and  adds  weight 
to  the  growing  number  of 
scholars  revising  the  place 
of  Churchill  in  the  history 
of  these  islands. 

For  those  of  Mosley's  Bri¬ 
tish  Union  still  alive  to 
remaiter,  the  wheel  has  al¬ 
most  turned  full -cycle  for 
what  the  revisionists  are 
now  saying  is  what  we  knew 
of  Churchill  in  those  days 
leading  up  to  the  Seoond  War 
tragedy.  It  is  only  a  matter 
of  time  before  the  Churchill 
myth  is  shattered  and  his 
place  in  history  defined,  as 


other,  responsible  for  the 
loss  of  Britain's  greatness, 
leading  to  the  shambles  that 
represents  Great  Britain 
today. 


•  Lord  Skidelsky,  biograph¬ 
er  of  John  Maynard  Keynes 
and  Oswald  Mosley,  is  pro¬ 
fessor  of  political  eoonany 
at  Warwick  University. 

A  RIGHT  LEFTY 

reviewing  Richard 
<£1  Pipes '  book  an  Soviet 
Russia  in  the  SUNDAY  TIMES, 
Paul  Johnson  wrote: 

"The  ideological  panarona 
which  the  Cbmintem  created 
in  tile  early  1930s,  and 
which  has  been  standard  in 
all  left-wing  thinking  to 
this  day,  that  contnunism 
stood  on  the  far  left  of 
the  spectrum,  representing 
the  workers,  and  Nazi/Fasc¬ 
ism  on  the  far  right,  rep¬ 
resenting  monopoly-capital¬ 
ism,  imperialism  and  mill-, 
tarism,  is  a  complete 
fantasy." 

The  Editor  comments:  No 
group  of  leftwingers  did 
more  to  propogate  the  myth 
that  Fascism  represented 
extreme  Right  Reaction  than 
the  contributors  to  "The 
New  Stateanan".  And  who 
formerly  edited  "The  New 
Statesman"? 

Why,  Paul  Johnson! 


SOME  READERS  we  hear  have 
had  difficulties  in  obtain¬ 
ing  Intellectuals  &  British 
Fascism:  A  Study  of  Henry 
Wil 1  ramson  by  Melvyn  Higgin- 
botton,  (Janus  Publishing 
£9.99) 

The  other  tells  us  that 
it  can  be  obtained  from 
Bailey  Distributors  Ltd. , 
Laaroyd  Road , Mount! leld  Road 
Industrial  Estate,  New  Rom¬ 
ney  ,TN28  8 XU:  Tel;0679  66905 
Fax: 0679  66638 
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writes 

FRED  BAILEY 


Febi 


Politics  of  the  Madhouse 


WJff'f  nns* est  in  poiit- 
-*—-*■*  ral  matters  began  as 
a  schoolboy  In  Ehst  Lond¬ 
on.  I  suppose  I  Inherited 
this  Cram  my  father  who 
was  an  early  menter  of  the 
Labour  Party  and  the  Uhem- 
ployed  movement.  The  year 
was  1 937  and  only  1 2 
years  old  but  one  matured 
quickly  In  the  grim  ootid- 
tlons  of  life  In  Ehst  Lon¬ 
don  In  those  days.  I  was 
soon  to  understand  that  he 
had  become  totally  dis¬ 
illusioned  and  betrayed 
as  promise  after  promise 
which  was  never  kept .  He 
had  realised  that  the  par¬ 
ty  which  once  had  given 
hope  to  the  working  man 
was  just  as  much  tied  to 
the  apron  strings  of  int¬ 
ernational  finance  as  were 
the  other  parties,  a  situ¬ 
ation  which  still  applies 
today.  "He  who  pays  the 
piper  calls  the  tune"  I 
recall  he  told  me. 
mil  Men  of  the  Mahnse 

With  hope  almost  gone  my 
Father  searched  far  an  al¬ 
ternative.  He  found  it  with 
Itosley  and  his  new  Inspir¬ 
ing  movement,  Urltlsh  'Jhlan 
and  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  join  in  East  Lon¬ 
don,  to  be  followed  as  the 
1 930s  developed  by  many 
others. 

The  main  plank  of  what 
Mosley  stood  for  was  <juite 
simple  to  understand,  even 
for  a  schoolboy.  To  solve 
Britain's  problems  of  pov¬ 
erty  in  the  midst  of  plenty 
he  advocated  that  Britain 
should  develop  the  Dnpire 
and  Insulate  itself  against 
the  slave-wage  competition 
from  abroad  which  could 
have  brought  to  the  British 
people  the  highest  standard 
of  life  the  world  had  seen. 
To  maintain  this  system  it 
was  vital  that  we  should 
keep  out  of  foreign  quarr¬ 
els  that  did  not  nonce  re 
us.  Our  only  interest  the 
well-being  and  survival  of 
Britain  and  her  Empire  and 
nothing  should  detract  Bri¬ 
tish  policies  from  that 
purpose. 

in  recent  years  1  rad 
from  time  to  time,  an  in¬ 
creasing  lumber  of  commen¬ 
tators  analysing  the  grim 
1930s  agreeing  that  this 
policy  would  have  worked. 
But  the  old  gang  parties, 
fighting  thalr  sham  battles 
at  the  1  Westminster  talking 
shop  muddled  on  with  their 


out-of-date  system  of  which 
the  only  beneficiary  was 
International  Finance.  In 
kept  ooming  the  cheap 
sweated  goods  from  abroad 
at  the  expense  of  Urltlsh 
labour,  creating  abysmal 
living  conditions,  ruining 
traditional  industries  and 
creating  some  3  million 
unemployed , 

And  as  if  there  were  not 
enough  problems  at  honr?  to 
solve  they  insisted  at 
every  opportunity  of  look- 
a  round  the  world  for  a 
foreign  quarrel  into  which 
they  oould  poke  Britain's 
nose .  They  had  at  least 
seme  success  in  this  direc¬ 
tion,  dragging  us  into  that 
disastrous  saoond  world  war 
which  cost  us  the  Empire, 
made  us  near  bankrupt,  and 
ultimately,  the  anarchy 
which  stalks  Britain  today. 
Ralltlcn  of  the  Efedhouse 

After  the  war,  with  mill¬ 
ions  dead,  Europe  in  ruins 
and  one  half  of  it  under  a 
tyrannical  oomnunlst  yoke 
which  our  party  politicians 
embraced,  or  looked  the 
other  way.  It  was  hack  to 
the  old  system  which  fooled 
the  people  into  believing 
that  those  they  voted  into 
power  were  masters  of  Bri¬ 
tain's  destiny  whereas  in 
fact  it  was  again  Internat¬ 
ional  Flnanos  that  rules. 

Tory  and  labour  alike, and 
the  Liberals  given  the 
chance  ate’  bound  to  the 
holy  cow'  of  'free  trade' 
which  in  practice  means 
running  around  the  world 
Investing  where  labour  Is 
cheap,  and  profits  thus  the 
highest, to  the  detriment  of 
our  own  standard  of  life. 
In  addition  they  have 
brought  their  old  Ideas  on 
'Free  Trade'  up  to  date  by 
creating  a  pool  of  cheap 
labour  in  every  country  In 
the  world  through  their 
accept  ion  of  mass  immi¬ 
gration. 

Fblltica  of  the  ffadhouae 

With  Britain's  empire 
gone  and  her  pewer  vastly 
reduced  by  the  unnecessary 
war  and  under  the  thunto  of 
the  American  dollar ,  where 
stood  Mosley  and  his  grand 
design? 

A  realist,  he  realised 
inmedlately  that  this  was 
no  longer  attainable  and 
with  the  added  impetus  of 
the  Soviet  hordes  poised 
on  the  frontiers  of  a  near 
prostrate  Vies  tern  Europe , 


held  back  only  be  the 
threat  of  the  a  tcm  bomb 
which  the  American's  had 
been  first  to  secure,  Mos¬ 
ley,  always  ahead  of  his 
time,  threw  out  the  half¬ 
appeal,  ha If -challenge  to 
the  peoples  of  Eiirope , 
already  bound  by  3,000 
years  of  European  culture, 
to  reach  fulfillment  in  a 
political  Union  of  Europe. 

Economically  Europe  would 
trade  within  its  own  bord¬ 
ers,  a  market  of  300  mill¬ 
ion  insulated  from  cheap 
sweated  competition. 

The  ftdltlcB  of  Sanity 

After  a  lifetime  of 
support  of  Oswald  Mosley  I 
pose  the  questions: 

Mas  Mosley  responsible 
far  the  chaos  of  the  1930s? 
Mas  he  responsible  for  the 
last  war?  Or  responsible 
for  what  followed  leading 
to  the  state  of  Britain  to¬ 
day? 

'Ibe  answer  to  the  first 
Is  that  he  expended  his  en¬ 
ormous  energy  in  showing 
the  way  out  of  the  mess 
with  his  grand  vision  of 
Britain  and  her  self-con¬ 
tained  Riplre  and  thus 

sacrificed,  so  the  txiuutui- 
tators  now  arknit,  his  pol¬ 
itical  career.  As  fear  the 
second,  he  was  thrown  Into 
prison  without  charge  or 
trial  far  fighting  tooth 
and  nail  to  prevent  it.  As 
far  the  ctvaos  of  today,  he 
has  left  a  legacy  of  Ideas 
to  show  the  way  ahead. 

His  concept  of  "the 
division  of  the  world" 
into  separate  continental 
blocks,  each  big  enough 
to  contain  its  cwn  market 
and  economic  system  making 
high  living  standards 
possible.  His  fully-united 
Europe  is  quite  different 
from  Mr  .Major’s  half-baked 
idea  or  today's  bureaucrat¬ 
ic  federalist  Europe. 

So  for  the  British  people 
what  is  it  to  be  -  the  pol¬ 
itics  of  the  madhouse,  or 
the  politics  of  sanity? 

If  we  continue  to  permit 
ourselves  to  be  governed  by 
the  politics  of  the  mad¬ 
house  the  future  of  our 
country  is  grim  indeed. 

The  way  ahead  is  hard  but 
if  it  is  to  be  the  politics 
of  sanity  then  all  things 
are  possible. 

Ftar  the  future  genera¬ 
tions  the  ftritlsh  people 
must  make  their  choloe. 
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LETTERS 

TIE  FILM  "Basins  of  the  thy"  has 
received  several  Ifacar  ffcmna- 
L  Ions"  firm  the  Hollywood  Acadany 
of  notion  pictures...  Sir  CbwiLd 
Ebsley  plays  a  tiny  role  as  a  "Sir 
Jeffrey"  In  this  film. 

After  viewing  it,  I  wss  heavily 
impressed  with  the  perforrrance  of 
its  main  actors,  Anthony  Hopkins 
and  finn  Thfigum  as  well  as 
i'ilwird  Fox  (the  latter  playing  the 
role  of  the  bite  of  Hamilton).  It 
confirms!  once  mire  to  to,  that 
standards  of  the  mot  reputable 
actors  is  definitely  insurpasssd 
today  and  can  easily  be  caller!  as 
the  best  in  the  world. 

However,  I  an  puzzled  and  baffl¬ 
ed  with  "the  historic"  background. 
It  is  an  adaption  of  a  novel 
which  won  the  Hooker  prize  two 
years  agp  and  written  by  a  rt.Ish- 
tcuro.  I  an  not  Lupnisud  with  the 
quill  ty  of  tin  wdner's  work  be¬ 
cause  I  haw:  the  impression  that 
(lil«  for  the  Noble  prizes  of  lit¬ 
erature  -  since  WU2)  a  quota  sys¬ 
tem  is  in  use  in  order  to  reflect 
the  "nulticultuml  society".  It 
seats  tiiat  the  background  of  dais 
nuvel  is  "the  IVenties".  American 
fil  Director  Janes  Ivory  lxwever 
usol  the  ’Thirties". 

Of  Sir  Oswald  ,'bsley.he  nukes  an 
absolute  caricature.  For  exattple, 
during  dimer,  "Sir  Jeffrey”  is 
using  crass  an!  crude  language  ab¬ 
out  "crushing  the  miens”, "throw¬ 
ing  out  the  Jbe",  enquiring  "if 
labour  people  are  sitting  cn  dns 
table"  (suggesting  he  otherwise 
might  leave).  The  only  genuine 
similarity  with  Sir  (.teunlil  are  his 
good  looks. 

Ibvirtg  read  Lord  Utideldqr's 
and  N  Id  tolas  fbsley's  biographies 
of  Sir  tbuold,  those  by  Lady  lbs  ley 
art!  Ills  faithful  folic wers  ant!  die 
praise  by  several  of  Ills  opponents 
viiai  'Vly  Life"  vos  published,  I  am 
convinced  tint  he  never  used  this 
particular  kind  of  language, 
ibople  like  Sir  Cbvnld.who  were 
very  knawledgahle  cn  culture,  the 
arts,  philosophy,  history,  dxEs- 
tic  and  international  politics  and 
capable  of  writing  essays  are  by 
no  means  capable  of  this  kind  of 
thing.  So  it  all  sounded  absurd. 

Novelists  are  of  course  free  to 
use  fiction  as  they  prefer  and  I 
do  not  wish  to  put  this  in  doubt 
but  Mr. Ivory,  in  this  instance, 
pretended  to  use  "faction"  (which 
is  the  fashionable  so-called  "New 
JournaliW  ) . 

In  the  "Ramins  of  the  thy"  this 
[nvnvlraw  historical  backgnxnd 
is  a  tmato  joke  <nd  an  abso¬ 
lute  absurdity.  W.M.  Helglna 

•  kb  hne  not  soon  Hits  Him 
which  I  an  told  has  been  released 
cn  video,  dr  ami  bin*-  is  very 
correct,  about  OJts  ire  of  langu¬ 
age.  and  I  a a  i  rearin'  of  any  visit 
to  a  dinner  party  at  the  like  of 
Itamilton's  estate  in  the  193Cb. 

(Ed) 
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I  BY  GORDON  BECKWElLl 

IN  cur  October  issue  we  recorded  the  passing  of  Dorset 
Blackshirt  Leader  Robert  Saunders, QBE, It  is  with  great 
sadness  we  report  the  death  on  12  January, one  day  before 
his  84th  birthday,  of  GECRGE  WILTSHIRE,  the  nan  who 
signed  up  fanner  Bob  in  British  Onion  in  1933,  and 
who,  though  in  failing  health,  presented  himself  to  pay 
his  last  respects  at  his  old  friends  fumral  last 
Septenher. 

Ills  last  weeks  vras  spent  in  hospital  but  he  had  been 
arranged  far  him  to  acme  hane  far  Christmas  and  he  was 
looking  forward  with  great  enthusiasm  to  completing  a 
questionaire  on  British  Union  for  an  academic  research¬ 
er  hut  it  was  not  be.  He  died  one  of  Mosley's  dead  tea  ted 
Blackshirts.  From  his  recorded  memoirs  and  other  sources 
here  is  his  story. 


In  1912,  when  just  two, he 
emigrated  to  Canada  with  his 
family  and  only  narrowly 
missed  sailing  aboard  the 
ill-fated  Titanic  that  sank 
with  the  loss  of  1500  lives 
when  it  hit  an  iceberg. After 
his  father  was  killed  on  the 
Western  Front  in  the  First 
War,  the  family  returned  to 
Weymouth  where  eventually 
George  became  closely  assoc¬ 
iated  with  the  Independent 
labour  Party. 

It  was  not  until  1932, how¬ 
ever,  that  he  discovered  the 
political  creed  that  met  his 
strong  personal  aonviction 
that  the  Hnpire  should  be 
properly  developed  for  the 
benefit  of  all  its  people 
rather  than  neglected  or  ex¬ 
ploited  for  private  gain. 

Converted  by  'The  Greater 
Mbain' 

After  reading  The  Greater 
Britain  George  declared : 
"This  is  it!  Mosley  lias  the 
complete  answer!"  and  he 
joined  British  Union  in  the 
very  month  of  its  foundat¬ 
ion:  October  1932. Encouraged 
by  his  mother  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family,  who  also 
became  members, he  establish¬ 
ed  a  formation  of  BU  in  Wey¬ 
mouth  and  worked  hard  to  ad¬ 
vance  tire  Ch use  by  selling 
the  Movement's  papers  in  tile 
streets  3  nights  every 
week  and  stewarding  local 
and  national  meetings  in¬ 
cluding  the  first  Albert 
Hall  meeting, where  he  first 
heard  Mosley,  Belle  Vue, 
Manchester,  and  Earls  Court 
in  1939.  He  was  also  present 
at  'Cable  Street'. 

Once  he  had  firmly  estab¬ 
lished  the  branch,  George 
tianded  over  the  leadership 
to  District  Officer  E.C. 
Peake  and  together  they 
opened  a  District  HQ  and 


Blackshirt  Bookshop  in  St. 
Albans  Street. Later  he  work¬ 
ed  closely  with  C.  II.  Sureties 
the  District  Leader  for  Wey¬ 
mouth  and  Dorset  South  and 
held  positions  of  Action 
Team  Leader  and  later  Boll¬ 
ing  District  Leader  for 
Broadway . 

One  exciting  episode  he 
often  recalled  towards  the 
end  of  his  life  was  the  day 
a  party  of  Red  trippers 
turned  up  at  Weymouth  on  the 
day  that  the  weekly  meeting 
was  to  be  held  on  Vfeymouth 
Sands  opposite  Alexandra 
Gardens  where  large  crowds 
gathered  to  hear  such  local 
speakers  as  Bob  Saunders, Flo 
Hayes,  Rafe  Temple  Cbtfaon 
from  Devon  and  Taimy  Moran 
and  Wilf  Ri scion  (himself  an 
ex-ILPer  who  started  life  in 
Weymouth)  from  National 
Headquarters.  On  this  day  of 
August  1938,  800  had  collec¬ 
ted  to  hear  the  speakers 
when  the  Red  interrupters 
attacked  the  loudspeaker 
trailer  and  pelted  it  with 
paper  bags  filled  with  sand 
and  George  played  a  major 
part  in  fending  off  the 
attackers  and  saving  the 
trailer  from  serious  damage. 

Fineered  by  M.1.5: 

George  worked  at  the 
Whitehead  Torpedo  works, 
known  locally  as  the  Tin 
Fish  Factory.  He  organised 
a  branch  of  the  National  Un¬ 
ion  of  Clerks  with  two  clan¬ 
destine  BU  members  to  im¬ 
prove  the  conditions  of  the 
workforce.  This  development 
was  reported  to  NHQ  where 
the  information  was  noted  by 
Bri tish  Union ' s  Industria 1 
Organiser  P.G. Taylor  who  it 
was  later  knewn  was  James 
MoGurk  Hughes, an  Ml  5  'mole ' . 
The  possibility  of  a  Black¬ 
shirt  cell  in  an  armaments 


A  Blackshirt  / 
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27  ymr  old  OUST.  WHX30RE 
at  Selsey  Blackshirt  Cnrrp  in 
1937:  his  trroierriiip  Issued 
two  weeks  after  the  EUF  vns 
bom:  his  Ste*rd's  Hiss  and 
Badge  for  the  July  1939  Earls 
Gourt  FVnm  Rally,  and  In  the 
last  ninths  of  fkitldl  Ihim, 
maeting  at  Rxde  Centenary  Hall,  autographed 
ffardi  19» 
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the  entry  in  his  diary  for  (M's 
by  Tie  Leader  in 


memories 
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minimum  tubtcrlptlon  N  on«  t  month.  In  vKceptlonal  drcumtuneei.  twch  at 

unemployment,  the  monthly  rate  of.iubicriptlon  It  reduced  to  fourpence. 


factory  interested  Taylor 
who  wrote  to  the  District 
Leader  asking  for  more  in¬ 
formation  on  George's  activ¬ 
ities.  He  then  monitored  the 
situation  by  the  clever  de¬ 
vice  of  appointing  George 
local  Industrial  Correspon¬ 
dent  for  Action  -  so  George 
was  effectively  reporting  on 
himself  to  Ml  5  without  know¬ 
ing  it. 

As  a  loyal  Briton  George's 
activities  for  BU  at  White- 
heads  were  entirely  patriot¬ 
ic  but  this  did  not  stop  Ml  5 
'pulling  the  plug'  on  him 
once  war  was  declared  and  he 
was  dismissed  because  of 
his  political  beliefs.  But 
not  before  he  had  drawn  att¬ 
ention  to  the  fact  that  tor¬ 
pedoes  that  were  in  desper¬ 


ate  short  supply  in  the  Roy¬ 
al  Navy  for  the  defence  of 
Britiain  were  being  sold  to 
Holland. 

The  true  background  to 
these  events  have  only  re¬ 
cently  pane  to  light  through 
our  research  and  even  George 
never  knew  the  full  story. 

Loyal  from  First  to  Last 

In  August  1939  he  spent  a 
tw-week  holiday  in  Germany 
but  even  there  his  'BU 
salesmanship'  did  not  desert 
him,  selling  six  copies  of 
Mosley's  Tomorrow  We  Live. 

Within  days  of  his  return 
Britain  declared  war  on  Ger¬ 
many  and  he  applied  himself 
to  the  Peace  Campaign  with 
renewed  energy.  On  March  10 

Turn  to  page  6 
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1 940  he  st awarded  Mosley 1  s 
meeting  at  Boole  Centenary 
Hall  and  shortly  after  att¬ 
ended  the  meeting  held  by 
Regional  Inspector  'Itemple 
Ootton  at  Malms bury  Rings, 

Dorchester.  He  wars  due  to 
steward  Mosley ‘s  meeting  on 
Bournemouth  Rollerdrcme  on 
May  26  but  two  days  earlier 
The  Leader  had  been  detained 
under  Regulation  18B.  George 
never  understood  why  he  also 
was  not  detained  and  he 
promptly  enlisted  in  the  RAF 
in  which  he  served  for  the 
duration. 

After  the  war  he  lost 
no  time  in  joining  the  Mos- 
leyite  Wessex  Book  Club  and 
later  a  active  supporter  of 
ttiion  Movement,  fully  sub¬ 
scribing  to  Mosley's  idea  of 
a  United  Europe. 

Incapacity  in  later  years 
prevented  George  from  atten¬ 
ding  Friends  of  O.M.  's  Lon¬ 
don  functions  but  lie  was  a 
keen  reader  of  Qxnrade. 

Siortly  before  his  death 

FCM  was  able  to  supply  at  _ 

his  request  a  Circle  and  £  Ebrset  EHtidi  Ihicn's  loud- 
Flash  Badge.  He  had  confided  speaker  trailrr  Oridi  C cayr  Vllt- 
to  an  TOM  representative  at  diire  threw  in  his  weight  to  defend 
the  funeral  of  Bob  Saunders  In  1938  was  discovered .still  adorn- 
that  he  had  mislaid  his  ed  with  posters,  by  our  researchers 
badge  same  years  before  and  dnrtly  before  his  death.  It  is  now 
the  possession  of  the  symbol  being  faithfully  -estnred  for 
of  tile  Movement  he  had  F.OJt  archives  (Ed) 


In  dry  oxl  crxxxxysidr  thra«h~ 
out  Eklfldn  B-itiiii  liikn  ambers 
j-jhlidsed  Msley's  new  book 
leading  to  tie  m1>  of  tlxxmnds 
of  copies  and  six  printings-  The 
year  1908.  Not  'hate  txupagsxfa 
that  It  ms  not  hate,  hut  hope 
that  It  trough  to  thnmwds  of 
BriH«h  people 


Whatever  die  world  thinks,  ve  cer¬ 
tainly  know  what  Mr.Mocre.one- 
tbae  nnnager  of  the  lawn  Iterxiis 
Faundvticn,  thinks  of  .‘•bsley. 

Inviting  him  tt>  appear  in  a  book 
<xi  fanxE  Spurtaam  anl  Wroi  horn 
In  Staffon&tlre  in  a  letter  May 
24  19®  he  said: 

"It  would  be  a  great  honour  oral 


May  Day  Buffet 

SATURDAY,  mr  7th. 


till  111 
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rfOnly  within  a  properly  organised  Europe  can  we  advance  our 


own  British  culture ? 


Keen  Britain  British  —through 


MOSLEY’S 
EUROPE 


rjv  new  dynanian  in  the 
LI  to  high-forms 
is  the  hard  and  practical 
requirement  of  an  agp 
which  connmls  ram  to  rise 
higher  ar  sink  forever.  He 
can  no  longpr  stand  still: 
he  mist  transcend  himself; 
this  deed  will  contain 
both  the  glory  of  sacri¬ 
fice  and  the  triunph  of 
fulfilment.  It  is  the  age 
of  decision  in  which  the 
long  striving  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  soul  will  reach  to 
fulfilment  or  plinge  to 
final  death.  Great  it  is 
to  live  ill  the  manent  of 
Fate,  because  it  naans 
this  generation  is  summ¬ 
ed  to  greatness  in  the 
service  of  high  purpose. 
Fran  the  dust  we  rise  to 
see  a  vision  that  caie  not 
before.  All  things  are  now 
passible;  and  all  will  be 
achieved  by  the  final 
order  of  the  European. 

The  Alternative,  1947 
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iOLD  PARTY  governments  have  in  fact,  in  real  terms,  stopped  governing  Britain 


British  prime  ministers  now  appear  to  have  only  one  function  worth  mentionin 


and  plugged- in  to  these  power  centres  abroad  and  confirm  to  their 


decisions f 


Myth  of  British 


THE  Euro-elections  are  over.  Same  new  EMP's  were 
elected.  Some  new  parties  got  good  votes.  Some  old 
parties,  such  as  the  British  Labour  Party  and  the 
German  Social  Democrats,  gained  more  seats.  The  end 
result  is  of  two  big  groups  of  left-of -centre  and 
right-of -centre  parties  about  evenly  matched. 

But  the  European  Parliament  is  little  better  than  a 
debating  society  with  little  power. 


for  it. 

Something  however,  was 
very  clear.  In  Britain  only 
about  a  third  of  the  elect¬ 
orate  voted.  In  Europe  gen¬ 
erally  just  under  half  .Par¬ 
liamentary  democracy  is 
withering  away  when  a  maj¬ 
ority  of  voters  do  not 
vote.  Some  pundits  are 
getting  anxious  and  stories 
are  appearing  in  the  media 
on  the  contempt  felt  for 
politicians , and  the  BBC  has 
held  a  inquiry  into  the 
growing  lack  of  enthusiasm 
for  democracy. 

But  this  does  not  disturb 
the  politicians, cocooned  in 
their  talking  shops,  insu¬ 
lated  from  the  real  world. 
'None  are  so  blind  as  those 
who  will  not  see'.  So  they 
ignore  the  silent  majority 
who  will  not  vote  for  them, 
and  with  more  of  the  same 
old  tricks  play  up  to  those 
who  do. 

lake  John  Major,  a  class¬ 
ic  case  of  resignation 
postponed  too  long.  Major 
is  one  of  those  weak  ob¬ 
stinate  men  who  cling  to 
the  job  like  limpets.  His 
answer  to  his  resounding 
defeat  in  the  European  el¬ 
ections  is  to  hang  on 
tighter  and  will  no  doubt 
relieve  the  pressure  and 
shuffle  his  useless  govern¬ 
ment  around.  A  fat  lot  of 
good  this  will  do.  One  bunch 
of  inocmpe  bents  replaced  by 
another  similar  bunch. 

What  good  would  it  do  if 
instead  we  had  a  Labour 
government?  Very  little, 
when  labour  has  become  a 
carbon  copy  of  the  Tbri.es. 
But  their  is  a  difference. 
Mr  Blair  is  glamorous, they 
say, but  Mr  Major  is  not, and 
labour  is  all  set  to  use 
their  charmer  to  get  the 
Tbries  out,  just  as  the 
Tories  used  Mrs  Thatcher  to 


sink  labour  in  1979. 

This  is  what  the  politi¬ 
cal  party  game  is  all  about 
in  this  day  and  age! 


have  in  fact, in  real  terms. 


The  plain  truth  is  that 
Britain  is  now  ruled  by 
power  groups  outside  our 
country.  International  fin¬ 
ance  can  make  or  break  the 
British  economy.  GATT,  or 
the  World  Trade  Organisa¬ 
tion,  dictates  our  trade 
policy.  The  United  Nations 
dictates  our  foreign  poli- 


defence.  Not  one  of  these 


been  elected  by  a  sigle 
British  voter. 

British  prime  ministers 
now  appear  to  have  only  one 
function  worth  mentioning. 
Tta  stay  wired-up  and 


centres  abroad  and  confirm 
to  their  decisions. 

Being  the  poodle  of  pcwer 
groups  abroad  instead  of 
exercising  it  at  home  is 
the  drug  which  keeps  Major 
going.  With  the  great  of 
the  earth  behid  him  he  can 
ignore  the  millions  who 
won't  vote.  Nor  does  he 
bother  about  democracy's 
largest  problem,  mass  unem¬ 
ployment.  In  fact  unemploy¬ 
ment  is  built  in,  part  of 
the  'structure'  of  the 
democratic  system.  It  cann¬ 
ot  be  solved  by  Major's 
methods.  As  soon  as  his 
'recovery '  builds  up,  in¬ 
flation  takes  over, interest 
rates  rise,  firms  go  bust, 
and  its  bade  again  to  mass 
unemployment.  And  nothing 
undermines  democracy  more 
than  millions  condemned  to 
worklessness  while  politic¬ 
ians  stand  helpless  -  as 
they  1930s  showed. 


MOSLEY  S  EUROPE!! 


Diversity  hound  bv  Unity 

Three-Tier  Government 

| by  MICHAEL  QUILL] 

The  First  Tier  of  Government:  EUROPE  A  NATION 


means  Europe  must  have  a  Government.  A  govern¬ 
ment  with  a  limited  but  exclusive  range  of  dut¬ 
ies.  A  Government  that  must  be  responsible  to 
the  people  through  the  European  Parliament.  This 
would  be  elected  on  a  K  system,  an  a  national 
list  for  smaller  states  and  on  provincial  lists 
for  the  larger  states.  This  would  enable  all  the 
historic  peoples  of  Europe  to  have  representat¬ 
ion  in  the  governing  of  Europe  according  to 
their  numbers.  Members  would  go  to  Parliament  as 
Soots,  Welshmen,  Bavarians,  Flemings,  Bretons, 
Basques  etc  thus  the  fear  that  any  one  nation 
could  dominate  should  be  reduced. 

The  European  Parliament  would  select  a  Europ¬ 
ean  Government  from  the  most  able  people  avail¬ 
able  to  it,  irrespective  of  nationality. 

The  pcwer  of  such  Government  would  be  limited 
to  such  matters  as  Defence  and  Foreign  Affairs  - 
matters  that  to  be  effective  must  be  on  a  Europ¬ 
ean  scale.  Although  the  Soviet  threat  to  Europe 
is  no  more,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  Eur¬ 
ope  is  only  about  7%  of  the  world’s  land  surface 
and  new  threats  could  arise.  The  strength  of 
EOKMi  A  NAT1CN  should  ensure  that  no  one  would 
attack  one  part  of  Europe  believing  such  a  coun¬ 
try  stood  alone. 

A  European  Goverrment  would  have  the  duty  of 
controlling  the  major  facets  of  the  eoorxny . 
Europe  needs  a  stable  currency  independent  of 
the  world  money  market  with  its  speculators ,  fin¬ 
anciers  and  gamblers.  A  European  currency  would 
service  the  vast  bulk  of  Europe's  trade,  insu¬ 
lated  from  the  simps  and  despressian  we  suffer 
today.  Any  trade  outside  Europe  would  be  on  a  bi¬ 
lateral.  arrangement  cutting  out  financiers  and 
speculators.  Through  a  wage-price  mechanism  the 
Government  would  ensure  that  income  rose  to  ab¬ 
sorb  all  European  production  whilst  having  the 
power  to  interfere  to  prevent  profiteering.  Then, 
in  that  secure  system,  use  increased  productivi¬ 
ty  to  enable  more  leisure  time  to  be  enjoyed. 

The  Second  Tier  of  Govemnent:  This  would  be  the 
present  Nation  State.  They  would  be  responsible 
far  all  other  matters  just  as  they  are  now.  No 
dictates  from  Brussels  on  how  they  should  manage 
their  affairs.  Each  Nation  would  keep  its  own 
way  of  life.  Trade  Unions  would  be  essential  to 
ensure  that  social  conditions  ware  broadly  simi¬ 
lar  throughout  Europe. 

The  Third  Tier  of  Government:  This  would  be 
provincial  government  under  which  the  differing 
aspirations  of  the  historic  peoples  that  mate  up 
Europe  could  be  achieved .  Developing  their  cwn 
way  of  life  sure  in  the  knowledge  that  diversity 
could  flourish  with  the  strength  of  EUROPE  A 
NATION. 


The  1 930s  are 


the  entire 

PC 

olitical 

establishment. 

should 

number  what  hap 
last  time  democa 
ited  suicide. 
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How  the  B.U.F  came  to  Geordielantk 


AS  IT  WAS  IN 
LTHE  BEGINNING] 


AptM  1  1  st:The  coalminers 

throughout  Britain  began 
uniting  in  what  was  to  be¬ 
come  a  long  and  bitter 
dispute. Within  33  days  the 
situation  developed  into 
the  infamous  General 
Strike,  resulting  in  the 
Government  -  declaring  a 
'  state-of -emergency '  .Thou¬ 
sands  of  people  were  en¬ 
rolled  into  the  O.M.S. 
(the  Organisation  for  the 
Maintenance  of  Supplies) , 
and  into  the  Special  Con¬ 
stabulary.  British  troops 
were  deployed  and  used  in 
an  emergency  role  in  ocurn- 
ercial  and  industrial 
areas  throughout  Britain. 
Armoured  cars  and  troops 
were  escorting  food  convoy 
lorries.  After  9  days  the 
General  Strike  ool lapsed 
although  the  miners  dis¬ 
pute  continued  for  a  fur¬ 
ther  acrimonious  6  months. 
The  political  situation 
remained  highly  volatile 
and  the  economy  oon tinned 
to  be  increasingly 
unstable. 

1927 

June:  20  alleged  British 
spies  are  reported  to  have 
been  executed  in  Russia. 
November:  A  prediction  by 
Lt. General  A.  Montgomery- 
Massingham  that  "there 
could  be  only  20  years  of 
peaoe  before  there  was  an¬ 
other  war"  was  widely 
reported. 

200  miners  embarked  on  a 
highly  publicised  march  of 
180  miles  from  the  Rhondda 
Valley  in  South  Wales  to 
demonstrate  and  protest. 


May:  The  Goverment  author¬ 
ises  the  Bank  of  England 
to  issue  'paper-money',  10 
shilling, £1  and  £5  notes. 
The  labour  Party  warned 
that  this  policy  would  hit 
cash  dependent  workers  and 
might  cause  a  further 
recession. 

August:  Britain  signs  the 
’’Pact  for  the  Renunciation 
of  War".  USA  and  Germany 
were  among  the  15  signa¬ 
tories. 


^riN  HIS  RBCDLUCTIGNS  of  tl*2  years  1932-1939,  tte 
author  believes  that  the  significance  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  7  years,  his  entire  teenage  life,  should  first 
be  considered.  The  earlier  in  the  Scouting  Movement 
with  its  woodcraft,  camping  and  the  rest.  The  latter 
at  weekends  and  holidays  in  rock  climbing  and  fell 
walking  in  the  lake  District  and  Cheviot  Hills.  In 
winter,  his  energies  were  absorbed  in  club  rugby. 

"The  relevance  of  these  vigorous  activities"  he 
writes,  "lies  not  in  the  recreational  pastimes,  but 
in  the  group  discus  ions  at  the  end  of  the  day's  acti¬ 
vities,  especially  in  Y.C.A.  accomodation  and  rugby 
training  sessions.  Hollowing  a  hot  shower,  20  or  30 
fit  young  men,  with  adrenalin  running  high,  would 
bandy  a  wide  range  of  topics  including  political  and 
economic  news  events,  often  leading  to  further  in¬ 
vestigation  and  discussions.  In  the  Y.C.A.  partici¬ 
pants  were  frem  till  walks  of  life,  frcn  all  over  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  often  from  continental  Europe." 

They  were  the  "impressiorwahl e  years  -  'embryonic 
years'  which  proceeded  my  political  awakening." 


Military  protection  far  a  food  convoy  leaving 
East  Docks  in  the  General  Strike  in  1926 


1929 

May:  The  General  Election 
results  in  a  stalemate. The 
Tories  received  most 
votes;  labour  most  seats; 
Liberals  held  the  balance. 
June:  The  labour  Party 
forms  a  goverment  and  ann¬ 
ounces  that  reducing  un¬ 
employment  would  be  given 
top  priority;  in  foreign 
affairs  there  would  be  a 
resumption  of  diplomatic 
relations  with  Russia  and 
a  vigorous  pursuit  of  dis¬ 
armament. 

October:  Virtually  all  the 
British  press  sensation¬ 
ally  headline  and  report 
as  "Horrendous!"  the  'Wall 
Street'  crash. The  economic 
effects  of  this  event  soon 
reverberated  disastrously 
throughout  the  industrial¬ 
ised  nations  of  the 
world. 

1930 

February:  The  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  denounced 
the  Soviets  for  "the  long 
and  shocking  tale  of  the 
imprisonment , the  exile, and 


deliberate  putting  to 
death  of  prelates  and  par¬ 
ish  priests,  of  monks,  and 
nuns,  and  the  humblest 
foix". 

Kirch:  unemployment  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  increased 
by  500,000  to  1 .5  million. 
May:  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  is 
reported  to  lave  stormed 
out  of  the  Government  in 
protest  over  unemployment. 
The  Prime  Minister,  Ramsay 
MacDonald  had  given  him 
specific  responsibilities 
for  dealing  with  the  prob¬ 
lem.  Sir  Oswald  is  said  to 
be  furious  at  the  reject¬ 
ion  of  his  blueprint  for 
the  direction  of  industry 
and  of  huge  investment  to 
promote  expansion. 

June:  Tory  opposition  pro¬ 
pose  a  cut  in  unemployment 
benefits.  The  government 
rejects  a  plan  for  a  Chan¬ 
nel  Tunnel  between  Digland 
and  France. 

August:  In  14  months  Brit¬ 
ish  unemployed  have  nearly 
doubled,  with  a  figure  of 
over  2  million  announced 
fcy  the  Ministry  of  labour. 


ABOUT  m 
THE  T 
AUTHOR 

'KM3cr  RICHARD'  was  one 
of  the  earliest  members 
of  the  BUF's  Newcastle 
Branch, within  a  month  of 
the  birth  of  the  Move¬ 
ment.  He  was  later  its 
District  Leader, and  was 
awarded  the  Bronze  Dis¬ 
tinction,  to  "be  worn  as 
a  sign  of  the  Leader's 
appreciation  of  his  ser¬ 
vice  and  devotion  to  the 
Chuse". 

As  war  clouds  gathered 
he  added  the  Territorial 
Army  to  his  activities, 
called  up  at  outbreak  of 
the  War,  he  later  volun¬ 
teered  far  the  Paras. 

fbrachuted  into  Norman¬ 
dy  with  the  12  Btn  Para¬ 
chute  Regiment  in  early 
hours  of  D  toy,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  fighting 
to  capture  the  village  of 
Brevi lie, vital  to  prevent 
a  German  counter  attack 
on  the  invasion  beach¬ 
head,  at  the  cost  of  141 
of  his  Para  comrades. 

After  6  years  of  war 
service  he  became  active 
in  the  Mosley  Book  Clubs, 
acid  in  Union  Movement's 
early  days  until  joining 
a  government  service.  He 
holds  the  T.A.  and  C.D. 
Corps  long  Service  Medals 
and  in  1953  was  awarded 
the  Queen's  Cbronation 
Medal  far  voluntary  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  East  Coast  and 
North  Devon  flood  disast¬ 
ers. 

Later  he  spent  several 
years  in  a  British  domin¬ 
ion  before  returning  to 
retire  to  his  native 
North,  and  although  in  his 
80s,  required  little  per- 
susaslon  frcn  Cbmrade's 
editor  to  spend  two  years 
writing  memoirs  of  his 
British  union  branch,  a 
digest  of  which  we  start 
to  serialise  in  this  I 
issue.' 

It  is  the  first  knewn 


Branch, and  given  the  a<yr, 
of  the  small  band  of  our 
Blackshirt  comrades  still 
with  us,  it  1s  likely  to 
be  the  last. 

Unemployed  demonstrators 
clash  with  police  in  East 
London. 

November:  The  London 
School  of  Economics  survey 
says  London  has  better  ed¬ 
ucation,  less  larceny,  but 
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An  old  Blackshirt  looks  back 


by  ROBERT 
— IRICHARD 


lower  morals  and  more 

fraud  than  in  1980. 
December:  Oswald  Mosley's 
Manifesto  advocating  a 

public  works  programme  to 
meet  the  economic  crisis 
is  published. 

1931 

February:  The  New  Party  is 
formed  by  Sir  Oswald  Mos¬ 
ley.  It  is  dedidcated  to  a 
"complete  revision  of 

parliament  to  change  it 

from  a  talk-shop  to  a 
workshop” .  The  New  Party 
is  to  be  "a  party  of  act¬ 
ion"  said  Sir  Oswald,  "we 
will  harness  modem  mach¬ 
inery  and  ask  for  a  mobil¬ 
isation  of  energy, vLtallty 
ad  manhood  to  save  the 

nation". 

June:  Unemployment  is  now 
2.6  million. 

August:  The  labour  Govern¬ 
ment  is  dead  and  the  nat¬ 
ion  is  suffering  its  vorst 
financial  crisis.  An  all¬ 
party  "Government  of  Cb- 
operation"  is  formed  to 

cope  with  the  emergency. 
Tim  Bank  of  France  and  the 
Now  York  Federal  Reserve 
each  lend  the  Bank  of  Rag¬ 
land  £25  million.  The  cri¬ 
sis  becomes  uncontrollable 


when  Sir  Montague  Norman, 
Governor  of  the  Rmk  of 
Bxjland,  warns  the  Prime 
Minister  that  national 
bankruptcy  is  near.  New 
York  bankers  agree  to  give 
Britain  £60  million  in 
short-term  credit. 
September:  The  pound  ster¬ 
ling  is  devalued  by  30%; 
servicemen's  pay  is  cut  by 
25%;  police  pay  cut  by 
10%;  weekly  unemployment 
'dole'  also  reduced  from 
15  to  13  shillings. 

Violent  clashes  between 
thousands  of  unemployed 
and  police  continue  to 
flare  up.  Finally,  12,000 
ratings,  crews  of  15  Royal 
Navy  ships  of  the  Atlantic 
Fleet,  mutinied  at  Inver¬ 
gorden. 

October:  A  General  Elect¬ 
ion  is  called.  The  Nation¬ 
al  Government  stays  in 
pewer  after  the  largest 
landslide  in  history.  Vot¬ 
ers  have  overwhelmingly 
given  the  all-party  gov¬ 
ernment  the  "doctors ' " 
mandate  blank  cheque  it 
sought  for  continuing  the 
economic  treatment .  There 
are  no  signs  that  the 
party  leaders  who  earlier 
teamed -up  on  a  temporary 
basis  to  deal  with  the 
crisis  want  to  revert  to 
nonml  party  politics  de¬ 
spite  their  differences. 
November:  The  Government 
is  bringing  in  the  popular 
Prince  of  Wales  in  an  eff¬ 
ort  to  give  the  "Buy  Brit¬ 
ish"  campaign  a  boost.  It 
also  alms  to  promote  Bri¬ 
tish  goods  overseas.  It  is 
also  rushing  through  parl¬ 
iament  a  law  to  curb  the 
dumping  of  goods  which 
have  been  flooding  In  from 
Europe  and  Russia. 

1932 

Rabcuary:  Serious  riots 

following  a  demonstration 
in  Bristol,  protesting  ag¬ 
ainst  high  unemployment, 
results  In  many  casu¬ 


alties. 

Affil:  Five  men  are  arres¬ 
ted  after  a  'mass  tress¬ 
pass'  in  which  thousands 
of  hikers  went  for  a  walk 
on  Kinder  Scout,  near  Bi¬ 
ale  in  the  thak  District. 
Most  moors  are  privately 
owned  and  used  for  grouse 
shooting. 

May:  23  Dartmoor  convicts 
are  sentenced  to  between  6 
months  and  12  years  for  a 
prison  revolt. 

October:  Moscow:  Stalin 

threatens  trade  reprisals 
against  Britain  for  aiding 
the  Anglo- USSR  trade 
agreement. 

Clomp  ton  Mackenzie's  book 
"Greek  Mamories"  is  with¬ 
drawn  for  revealing  wtm 
headed  the  Secret  Service 
in  the  Great  War.  He  was 
later  fined  for  a  breach 
of  the  Official  Secrets 
Act. 

2,000  hunger-marchers 
from  all  over  Britain  were 

1932/3=  The 
‘I  was  there!’ 

TnE  APPEARANCE  on  the 
Inner-city  streets  of 
Newcastle  of  young 
men  wearing  a  distinct¬ 
ive  styled  black  shirt 
during  the  later  part  of 
1932,  gave  rise  to  sane 
curiosity  and  talk: 

"Have  you  seen  those 
fellows  wearing  black 
shirts?".... 

"Who  are  those  fellows 
wearing  blackshirts?" 

Through  the  streets 
'grape-vine'  the  answer 
quickly  got  around: 

"Oh , them!  They're  Mos¬ 
ley's  men". 

By  1 931 ,  most  news¬ 
paper  readers  had  read 
something  about  Oswald 
Mosley.  His  resignation 
from  the  labour  Govern¬ 
ment  had  itself  made 
sensational  headlines  in 
1930.  It  could  be  said 
that  few  oauld  claim  to 
not  to  have  heard  of 
him. 

"Oh,  yes?  He  tried  bo 
form  a  new  political 
Party  -  didn’t  he? 

What  is  he  up  to  now?" 
Now  seine  60-odd  years 
on  I  feel  it  a  duty  to 


being  reported  day-by-day 
in  most  newspapers  as  they 
converged  on  London  where 
they  were  joined  by  many 
more  thousands  of  support¬ 
ers. 

Over  four  days  rioting 
occurred  in  Trafalgar 
Square  requiring  5,000 
polios  to  contain  the  sit¬ 
uation. 

In  same  quarters  there 
was  a  belief  that  the 
marchers  led  by  the  Cbm- 
unist  run  National  Unem¬ 
ployed  Workers  Movement 
were  funded  and  orches¬ 
trated  from  Moscow. 

Seven  years  of  continu¬ 
ing  eooncmic  crisis; 
continuing  unemployment; 
political  ineptitude  and 
decline  covering  the  im¬ 
pressionable  years. 

F\ar  me,  the  ml  1  bo 
"Buy  British1*  was  becom¬ 
ing  "Britain  Awake  1" 


Awakening 

attempt  to  recall  same 
of  the  events  and  inci¬ 
dents  relating  to  the 
establishnent  of  the  BUF 
in  'Gsardieland* . 

The  first  Newcastle 
Branch  HQ  of  twa  upper 
rooms  was  opened  in 
Shakespeare  Street,  oppo¬ 
site  the  stage-door  of 
the  City's  famous  Theatre 
Royal. 

The  first  Organiser  was 
Chptaln  Arthur  Cbilier, 
popularly  known  as  Vin¬ 
cent  Cbilier  who  had  been 
given  the  task  of  re¬ 
cruiting  a  local  active 
membership  and  gaining 
support  for  Mosley's 
Movement .  Bespectacled , 
moustached  and  short  in 
stature  he  was  a  gifted 
speaker,  equally  compet¬ 
ent  in  handling  a  thought 
provoking  address,  to  a 
snail  discussion  and 
questioning  group,  or  a 
large  factory  crowd  in 
the  market  place. 

I  came  on  the  scene 
about  a  month  before  the 
first  supplies  of  The 
Greater  Britain  arrived. 
Until  then  a  copy  of  Mos¬ 
ley's  Manifesto  was  av¬ 
ailable,  and  an  invitat- 

continued  page  6 
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5  4  1933:  *In  the  North  E&st,  there  still  existed 


ion  to  accompany  Captain 
Collier  to  three  small 
private  meetings  he  was 
having  with  local  organi¬ 
sations  within  the  foll¬ 
owing  ten  days. 

I  was  greatly  impressed 
by  the  study  of  the  Mani¬ 
festo,  having  at  that 
time  a  very  elementary 
political  awareness  and 
vague  understanding  of 
governmental  economics . 
The  meetings  with  Captain 
Collier  had  well  prepared 
me  for  the  reading  of  The 
Greater  Britain  which  had 
arrived  in  mid-October. 
Before  the  end  of  that 
first  month  of  October 
1932  I  had  enrolled  in 
the  Newcastle  Branch  of 
the  BUF. 

My  attendance  at  the 
Branch  during  the  next 
four  winter  months  was  no 
nore  than  desultory,  but  I 
saw  enough  to  realise  that 
the  planned  purpose  of 
Arthur  Cbllier's  first 
winter-programme  was  to 
instruct  and  prefare  po¬ 
tential  speakers,  and  to 
widen  and  deepen  members' 
understanding  of  the  aims 
and  objectives  of  the  BUF. 

I  recall  that  visitors 
calling  at  Branch  HQ  on 
evenings  of  special  gath¬ 
erings  of  members  were 
confronted  by  a  large 
Union  Jack  oovering  the 
wall  facing  the  entrance, 
the  'Union'  flag  underlin¬ 
ed  by  rcws  of  blacks hirted 
young  men  and  women. 

Invariably  the  Branch 
members  meeting  L  was  a  30 
minute  discourse  on, and  or 
analysis  of  the  political 
and  economic  news  making 
current  headlines  in  the 
national  press.  At  some 
meetings  a  potential  local 
speaker  would  be  encourag¬ 
ed  to  give  a  5  minute  talk 
on  a  chosen  section  of  The 
Greater  Britain.  'Question 
and  Answer'  sessions  in 
which  all  present  were 
able  to  participate  dir¬ 
ectly  was  a  popular  even¬ 
ing  activity. 

A  visitor  on  these  occ¬ 
asions  could  not  fail  to 
notice  the  intense  pat¬ 
riotism  and  equally  strong 
anti -communist  feeling 
which  pervaded  headquart¬ 
ers. 

What  is  impressed  on  my 
memory  of  these  formative 
months, is  the  enthusiastic 
eagerness  to  learn,  impat¬ 
ience  to  get  out  and 
spread  the  Mosley  message 
and  fulfill  O.M.'s  call 
for  "action!". 


As  the  1 932-33  winter 
drew  to  a  close.  District 
Officer  Bill  Jordan  prop¬ 
osed  with  great  enthusiasm 
his  idea  for  propogating 
the  Movement's  aims:  'to 
rent  an  old  closed-down 
cinema , convert  and  re-open 
it  as  a  Centre  for  the  un¬ 
employed,  with  free  hot 
drinks  and  a  sandwich  av¬ 
ailable. But  it  would  be  so 
organised  that  an  istruct- 
ional  lecture  would  be  a 
preliminary  requirement.  A 
further  developement  would 
be  overnight  beds. 

Bill  Jordan,  in  his  50s 
and  a  local  small  business 
man,  did  not  have  the  pol¬ 
itical  charisma  of  Captain 
Collier,  nor  could  it  be 
said  that  he  was  a  skilled 
speaker  but  nevertheless, 
his  idea  greatly  excited 
and  appealed  to  many  of 
the  young  and  inexperienc¬ 
ed  members.  However,  the 
Spring  of  1933  arrived  and 
the  outdoor  programne  of 
meetings  and  downtown 
'street  sales'  had  got  un¬ 
der  way  and  gaining  momen¬ 
tum,  and  nothing  more  was 
heard  of  the  idea. 

There  were  a  number  of 
impromptu  initiatives 

which  became  enthusiastic 
talking  points  among  young 
members  at  the  Branch  mem¬ 
bers  meetings  as  that 
first  '  surnnertime '  pro- 
granine  of  Branch  outdoor 
activities  got  underway. 

There  was  the  small 
blacks  hirted  teams  of  2  or 
3  that  would  pre-select  a 
residential  suburb  and 
leaflet  door-to-door  .Other 
small  teams  started  to 
'knock  on  doors'  offering 
literature  for  sale,  but 
there  was  one  exercise 
which  became  a  local  talk¬ 
ing  point  for  months  to 
come  -  an  expedition  led 
by  a  Union  Jack  deep  into 
the  'heart  of  the  North 
East  oorttnunist  ooutry ' ! 

Led  by  Ttanmy  Moran,  then 
a  potential  BUF  local 
speaker  undergoing  train¬ 
ing,  a  picked  body  of  sev¬ 
en  in  two  cars  to  the 
large  village  of  Chopwell, 
(now  a  small  town),  about 
10  miles  from  Newcastle  in 
West  County  Durham.  Fork¬ 
ing  about  300  yards  from 
the  market  place,  they 
formed  in  column  of  three 
by  two  and  with  Tbrany  at 
the  head  carrying  a  Union 
Jack  standard, they  marched 
to  the  market  place. 

After  marching  around 


the  square  onoe.  The  Union 
Jack,  still  fluttering  in 
the  breeze, was  taken  over 
by  -one  of  the  Blackshirts 
and  with  another,  marched 
several  paces  at  right- 
angles  to  the  pavement , 
hcil ted,  artd  placed  the 
butt-end  'of  the  flag  on 
the  ground.  At  the  same 
time,  two  Blackshirts  be¬ 
gan  to  hand  out  literature 
to  passers-by  and  the  re¬ 
mainder,  including  T.M., 
with  same  exagerated  de¬ 
liberation,  unfolded  and 
set  up  a  small  rostrum. 
The  Blackshirt  marched 
arrival  had,  as  would  be 
expected,  not  gone  without 
notice  and  about  20  people 
had  gathered  curious  to 
know  'what  was  going  on'. 

Tbrany  stepped  on  to  the 
rostrum  and  began  to 
speak,  the  sound  of  his 
voice  attracting  more  to 
the  scene.  The  flag  con¬ 
tinued  to  flutter ,  the 
breeze  was  cold. Two  Black¬ 
shirts  with  free  litera¬ 
ture  strolled  to  the  other 
side  of  the  square,  but 
their  main  purpose  was  to 
access  the  clarity  of  the 
speaker's  voice. 

For  about  five  minutes 
Tbrany 's  speech  followed  a 
normal  pattern.  The  aud¬ 
ience  had  grown  to  around 
40  when  a  single  voice 
shouted:  “Mosley's  a  turn¬ 
coat!".  Frdm  that  moment 
the  speech  changed  in 
character  and  became  a 
harange  for  another  twenty 
minutes,  concluding  with 
the  speaker  asking  for 
questions  .There  were  none. 

The  meeting  closed  and 
the  Blackshirts  marched 
off  as  they  had  arrived, 
several  people  on  the  way 
asking  for  literature.  The 
total  time  spent  in  Chop- 
well  was  little  more  than 
a  half-hour.  As  the  cars 
drove  out  of  the  village  a 
lone  policeman  was  noticed 
Cycling  to  the  village! 

Chopwell, why  Chopwell?, 
one  may  ask  for  this  first 
'Blackshirt  Expedition' . 

Tb  get  the  answer,  and 
the  full  significance  of 
the  exploit  one  must  go 
back  in  local  contemporary 
history  to  the  miners 
strike  leading  to  the  1926 
General  Strike. 

Chopwell  achieved  notor¬ 
iety  throughout  the  North 
East  coal-mining  region 
when,  at  the  height  of 
public  disturbances,  road¬ 
blocks  and  barricades  were 
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a  'grass-roots1 

set-up  and  manned  contin¬ 
uously  for  several  days , 
preventing  entry  to  the 
village  and  local  pit-head 
workings .  In  addition,  the 
Hanmer  &  Circle  Red  Flag 
was,  with  ceremony  hoisted 
and  continued  to  fly  over 
a  local  public  building. 
Police  efforts  to  gain  en¬ 
try  to  the  village  were 
refused,  and  people  coming 
into  or  leaving  the  vill¬ 
age  were  questioned  at  the 
road-blocks ;  normal  food 
supply  and  other  essential 
service  vehicles  were  all 
halted  and  checked-out  to 
ensure  they  ware  not  being 
used  to  cover  entry  and 
infiltration  by  the 
police.  It  was  strongly 
rumoured  that  "troops 
might  be  called  in",  crit¬ 
icised  In  some  quarters  as 
'mischevious  stirring-up 
of  a  delicate  tut,  at  that 
point  of  time,  an  isolated 
extremity’ 

The  resistance  collapsed 
quietly  with  the  official 
ending  of  the  General 
Strike  but,  and  this  was 
the  factor  that  inspired 
the  'Blackshirt  Expedit¬ 
ion'  -  since  1926,  a  Union 
Jack  had  never  flown  In 


In  spite  of  the  crushing 
economic  despression,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  high  ave¬ 
rage  unemployment  of  one 
in  four  throughout  Brit¬ 
ain,  one  in  three  in  the 
North  East,  there  still 
existed  a  'grass-roots' 
pride  in  the  British  Bn- 
pire.  CXir  schools  still 
taught  our  children  its 
historical  achievements; 
the  geography  lesson  still 
proudly  displayed  the 
world  maps  clearly  showing 
the  British  Bnpire  on 
which  the  sun  never  set. 
Youth  organisations  in 
most  of  our  cities  still 
participated  in  the  Bnpire 
Day  Parade. 

Yes!  the  proud  carrying 
of  the  "Union"  flag  into 
Chopwell,  County  Durham, by 
that  'magnificent  seven' 
was  an  adventure  in  the 
true  spirit  of  Britain.... 
a  spirit: 

"Sprung  from  that 
generation 

Who  died  in  the  mud  of 
Flanders;  they 
were  the  voices 

Of  the  dead  Battalions 
who 

Died  that  Britain 
might  be  great  " 

(to  be  continued) 
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"Denis 
;Gourdon 

UFHTFE  of  demotion  to  fteley 
sadly  cm?  to  an  end  with  the 
denth  <xi  Xne  5th  of  AiEtralia,  there  he 
had  lived  for  n**iy  years,  of  HJflS 
QOURBU  in  his  75th  year. 

It  was  as  a  17-year  old  that  he  took 
up  the  long  rmrch,  when  he  joined  Cen¬ 
tral  Ifackney  Branch  of  British  Union  in 
April  1937,  transferring  to  Worthing 
Branch  when  he  moved  there  later  that 
years.  In  toy  of  1938  he  enlisted  in  the 
Royal  Artillery  and  ceased  to  be  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  but  retained  his  membership, 
transferring  to  Wbolwich  Branch  during 
training  in  the  town.  Wren  posted  to  the 
1st  Survey  Go. ,RA  at  Larkhill,  Hants, un¬ 
deterred  he  transferred  to  Salisbury 
Branch! 

On  outbreak  of  war,  Qmner/Surveyur  Gourdcn  embarked  for  Fiance 
with  the  1st  Survey  Regt.  At  the  end  of  the  'phoney  war'  they  roved 
into  Beigiun  but  were  soon  in  general  retreat  ad  he  spent  three 
days  'cn  or  about'  the  Dunkirk  beaches  before  scranhling  back  to 
England  in  early  June  1940.  Three  weeks  lata-,  after  arming  parade 
at  Brandon,  Norfolk  he  ves  arrested  under  Regulati.cn  18B. 

After  a  night  in  tothuold  police  static®  he  wts  given  his  civil¬ 
ian  clothes  Utich  the  authorities  had  taken  the  tnxide  to  ml  lent 
firm  his  heme  in  Worthing,  !taw  thm^fcful  one  might  propose.  Not  at 
all.  Government  orders  had  gone  out  that  servicemen  detained  tmder 
this  Regulation  should  not  be  arrested  in  tniform.  Bad  for  morale 
and  there  might  be  aboard  questions  an  the  justification  of  de¬ 
tention  without  charge  or  trial.  Any  thoughts  that  Efcnis  had  of 
1t»qg  harsh  treatment  was  soon  dispelled  then  he  was  next  entrained 
for  foixten  Prism  -  in  hryxiruffs.  Throe  days  later  he  ves  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Walton  Gaol, Liverpool,  and  in  anther  three  days  to  Ascot 
Concentration  Caip.  After  some  m whs  he  ves  t  nmsfernvl  to  Huyton 
Cup. Liverpool  and  ulrianrely,  Fteveril  Canentration  Gup,  Isle  of 
ton  in  tine  to  celebrate  his  21st  birthday!  Our  photograph  iiv 
him  with  his  'Battle  Blouse'  vddxh  sene  detainees  put  togptler  firm 
army  bbnkets  and  canvas  drill,  by  help  of  an  old  sewing  nadiire 
four!  in  one  of  the  asp's  houses. 

He  vns  finally  released  in  April  1943  but  under  such  restrictions 
tint  he  felt  worse  off  than  in  the  camp.  !fe  had  bo  reside  at  an  agri¬ 
cultural  workers  hostel  in  Lancashire,  and  to  report  monthly  to  the 
local  police.  He  could  not  enter  the  Metropolitan  Police  District  or 
the  counties  of  Surrey, Kent, Sussex  and  tinp^iire  without  written  per¬ 
mission  fron  the  Chief  of  Police  of  the  area.  Although  applied  for 
this  permission  ves  never  granted  which  effectively  cut  him  off  from 
his  fanily.  The  restrictions  were  finally  removed  as  the  war  was 
drawing  to  a  rinse  at  the  end  of  1944.  After  the  war  he  ves  active  in 
Ibsley  Bock  Clubs  and  early  days  of  Ihicn  tovanert  before  emigrating 
to  Australia. 

Wien  in  1986  Friends  of  0.M  traced  him  he  wrote  "as  a  long-standing 
friend  rod  auirade  of  0Ji.",and  shortly  after  the  birth  of  Charade  of 
it  representing  "a  living  ornery  of  our  great  Loader  and  his  inspir¬ 
ing  BEssage." 

A  month  before  his  death  the  new  cassette  Mosley's  Answers  ves 
rushed  to  him  as  his  wife  Jean  had  told  of  his  terminal  illness  and 
hoped  it  would  arrive  "in  time".  Utich  it  did  and  she  acknowledged 
that  Items  had  "listened  to  the  tape  with  his  eyes  dosed  as  if  he 
was  asleep,  hut  I  know  he  hoard  it  all",  reliving  "so  my  happy  nna>- 
ries."  0lr  deepest  sympathy  to  Jean,  his  wife  of  fifty  years. 
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John  Beckett  speaking  in 
Limehouse  in  support  of 
British  Union  rv4nrHfUtr»a 
in  the  UX  Elections,! 937 


CHI  WARHUHTCN  BECKETT 
was  certainly  a  vola¬ 
tile  man.  Be  married  three 
times  and  was  active  in 
four  different  political 
parties.  And  of  course  he 
was  the  M.P.  who  stole  the 
Mace  in  Parliament  as  a 
protest.  The  first  person 
to  carry  it  off  since 
Oliver  Cromwell. 

But  his  heart  appears  to 
have  been  in  the  right 
place.  Horrified  by  the 
carnage  of  the  First  World 
War  and  the  slims  that  re¬ 
mained  afterwards,  he  be¬ 
came  a  convinced  social¬ 
ist.  But  a  socialist  with  a 
difference.  For  Beckett  was 
to  write:  "1  found  in  the 
British  Union  of  Fascists 
far  more  sincere  and  earn¬ 
est  socialist  conviction 
than  X  had  seen  in  the  Lab¬ 
our  Party  far  10  years". 

In  the  May  issue  of  Hist¬ 
ory  Ttaday  his  sen  Francis 
Beckett  wrote  a  7-page  study 
of  his  father's  life  that 
lucidly  describes  his  char¬ 
acter.  Beckett  Senior  was 
always  passionate  about  his 
beliefs.  But  his  spirit  was 
restless  and  he  was  always 
seeking  new  outlets  to  im¬ 
plement  them. 

Inevitably  British  Union 
was  bound  to  become  one  such 
outlet  for  such  a  nan. 

After  the  First  World  War, 
Beckett  quickly  established 
himself  in  the  Labour  Move¬ 
ment.  Be  lived  in  the  same 
house  as  future  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  Clement  Attlee  and  cam¬ 
paigned  tirelessly  far  him 
in  his  successful  bid  to  be¬ 
came  M.P.  for  Limehouse. 
Beckett  himself  was  to  be¬ 
came  labour's  yougest  M.P. 
and  was  unofficial  Whip  of 
the  Independent  labour 
Party.  He  soon  became  dis¬ 
illusioned  by  the  lack  of 
social  urgency  he  found  in 
those  circles  and  donned  the 
Blackshirt  in  torch  1934. 


BY  GORDON  BECKWELLl 

Beckett’s  energy  and  pers¬ 
onal  talents  were  soon  rec¬ 
ognised.  Be  became  a  full¬ 
time  official,  a  formidable 
speaker,  and  from  1936-37, 
editor  of  ACTION. 

Throughout  his  life  he 
appears  to  have  felt  the 
need  to  serve  seme  great  man 
to  whom  he  could  became  de¬ 
voted.  Fbr  the  moment  any¬ 
way.  First  it  was  John 
Wheatley  the  ILP  leader, then 
Oswald  Mosley  and  later  the 
Duke  of  Bedford.  Between 
these  however,  was  another, 
William  Joyce. 

Beckett  met  Joyce  in  Brit¬ 
ish  Union  and  they  becane 
close  friends.  When  Joyce 
was  expelled  by  Mosley  in 
the  Spring  of  1937  for  being 
a  devisive  influence,  Beck¬ 
ett  predictably  resigned  in 
protest.  No  doubt  if  there 
had  been  a  mace  handy  he 
would  have  left  with  that 
too.  Together  the  two  men 
founded  the  National  Social¬ 
ist  League  which  failed  to 
get  off  the  ground.  It 
didn't  help  when  the  NSL's 
chief  financial  backer,  Alex 
Scrimegcur  of  Chichester , 
died  a  few  weeks  after  its 
foundation. 

Before  long,  Beckett  was 
cooling  his  loyalty  to 
Joyce.  Perhaps  he  saw  where 
Joyce's  character  was  lead¬ 
ing  him  -  this  American  cit¬ 
izen  who  spent  most  of  the 
Second  War  mocking  his  adop¬ 
ted  fellow  countrymen  and 
women  in  the  hour  of  their 
greatest  need.  Few  should 
shed  tears  when  he  was  af¬ 
terwards  hung  for  treason. 

But  perhaps  there  was 
another  and  more  personal 
reason.  Joyce  was  becoming 
more  vitriolic  in  his  anti¬ 
semitism.  And  Beckett's  sec¬ 
ret  was  that  his  mother, 
Dorothy  Solomon,  was  from  an 
ultra -Orthodox  Jewish  fam¬ 
ily,  a  secret  he  guarded  so 
well  that  son  Francis  only 
discovered  it  years  after 
his  father's  death.  Either 
way,  John  left  the  NSL  and 
before  long  had  nailed  his 
colours  to  the  nest  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  British 
Peoples  Party  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  canpaign  far  Peaoe 
arrf  Socialism  -  Interrupted 
only  by  3i  years  detention 
during  the  war  under  Regula¬ 
tion  18B. 

Despite  has  lack  of  sus¬ 
tained  support  for  Mosley, 
one  cannot  help  having  a 
sneaking  ackniratian  for  this 
self-less ,  hardworking  cam¬ 
paigner  lurching  errati¬ 
cally  around  in  his  search 
far  a  better  «*arld. 

In  his  book  I  Believed  the 


ex-aonrajnist  Douglas  Hyde 
recalled  a  amusing  incident 
in  which  the  Special  Branch 
people  who  intercepted  other 
peoples'  nail  node  the  mis¬ 
take  of  putting  a  Beckett 
letter  in  Hyde's  envelope 
and  a  Hyde  letter  in  Beck¬ 
ett's,  True  to  character, 
Beckett  forwarded  the  letter 
he  had  received  to  Hyde. 
Hyde  tore  Beckett's  up. 

The  swashbuckling  charac¬ 


ter  who  died  in  1964  aged  70 
working  nights  as  a  security 
guard  far  Securloar  was 
clearly  some  kind  of  a 
gentleman. 

£  Francis  Beckett  Is  a  freelance 
journalist  ard  a  fartrer  President 
of  the  National  Ihicn  of  Journal¬ 
ists.  He  is  the  author  of  a  book 
an  the  (rcianist  forty  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  later  this  year,  and  is 
working  cn  his  father's  biography. 
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OBITUARIES 


fBlBns  OP  O.M.  endeavours  to  keep  close  contact  with  all  known  old  comrades.  However, 
it  is  often  that  they  live  alone  and  we  do  not  hoar  of  their  passing  until  we  initiate 
ongildpg  when  realised  that  contact  has  been  lost.  Such  are  those  who  we  now  rwiwitipr 


in  this  issue. 

W.Z.SEDDON 

We  learn  from  old  comrade 
Gordon  Gee  of  Machester  that 
our  old  ex -seaman  comrade 
BUI,  staXCN  of  Bolton, passed 
away  on  June  6  1993  at  the 
age  of  86. 

Ctamrade  readers  will  re¬ 
call  Bill's  contribution  in 
a  previous  issue  of  his  mem¬ 
oirs  as  crew  member  of  HMS 
Escapade  in  the  second 
Battle  of  Narvik  in  1940. 

BILL  SKUXN,  who  also  had 
suffered  the  horrific  hard¬ 
ships  of  the  Russian  convoys 
in  the  last  war.  He  had 
spent  all  his  boyhood  at  sea 
which  was  his  great  love  - 
"I  never  wished  to  do  any¬ 
thing  else,  I  ever  had  the 
sea  fever"  he  once  said. 

During  the  depression  aft¬ 
er  the  1929  Wall  Street 
crash  jobs  at  sea  were  hard 
to  come  by  and  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  bricklayer 
but  continued  to  learn  the 
rudiments  of  seamanship  with 
the  RNVR  which  enabled  him 
to  serve  for  three  months  on 
a  destroyer  on  patrol  off 
the  Spanish  coast  during  the 
civil  war.  This, with  some 
help  from  a  ship's  officer, 
got  him  a  job  in  one  of  the 
O.P.R. Lines  big  passenger 
ships.  As  a  naval  reservist 
he  was  called  up  in  July 
1939,  and  when  the  war  was 
over,  when  asked  by  an  old 
shipmate  what  he  was  to  do 
in  'civvy  street',  that  he 
was  going  back  to  sea  he  was 
told  “you  must  be  bonkers"! 
He  did  in  fact  'go  back' 
find  from  1946  to  his  re- 
tirenent  in  1976  was  a  pur¬ 
ser  in  the  Marchant  Navy. In 
his  last  years  he  expressed 
sorrow  that  due  to  the  alar¬ 
ming  shrinkage  of  Britain's 
[merchant  fleet,  few  oppor¬ 
tunities  exist  for  young  men 
with  similar  desires  for 
these  to  be  realised. 

Bill  Seddon  had  supported 
O.M.  since  the  early  1930s 
when  he  had  high  hopes  that 
he  would  beocme  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  and  be  the  leader  that 
alcne  could  remedy  much  of 
the  evils  then  existing, par¬ 
ticularly  the  plight  of  the 
ex-service  men  who  "had  sur¬ 
vived  the  Holocaust  of  Flan¬ 
ders  fi elds  in  the  1 91 4-1 8 
war,  they  who  had  been  prom¬ 
ised  a  'land  fit  far  heroes 
to  live  in', a  broken  promise 
that  shattered  any  belief  I 
ever  had  in  a  democratic 
society". 

What  high  hopes  for  Brit¬ 
ain  if  she  still  breeds  such 
men  as  Bill  Seddon? 


DON  O'BYRNE 
and 

LESLIE  PODS 

sinxiltanaously  of 
the  death  of  two 
old  members  of  Sth. 
Croydon  Branch  Bri¬ 
tish  Union. 

DON  O'BYRNB  was  an 
active  member  and 
speaker.  He  was  de¬ 
tained  during  the  war  under 
the  infamous  1 8B  Regulation. 
He  died  in  September  1992. 
LESLIE  DOCK  was  non-active 


of  the  big  London  marches. He 
is  the  brother  of  the  late 
'Big  BUX  PODS  who  died  in 
1984, also  a  Sth. Croydon  mem¬ 
ber.  He  was  also  Accounts 
Adminstrator  at  Union  Move¬ 
ment  NHQ  in  the  1950s. 
Leslie  died  in  June. 

A.V.COATES 

BERT  (HATES  we  leam  died  at 
his  Sutton, Surrey  home  on  17 
April  1993.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  South  London  Mos¬ 
ley  Book  Club  after  his  dis¬ 
charge  from  Army,  and  active 
in  early  Union  Movement  and 
frequently  spoke  at  meetings 


on  Clapham  Cttrnon. 

He  had  been  a  'Mosley  Man' 
since  a  youngster  in  the 
late  1930s,  like  his  parents 
who  "always  held  Mosley  in 
high  esteem  since  a  mass  CM 
meeting  outside  our  house  in 
Aske  Street, Hoxbon.  .my  moth¬ 
er  always  held  him  in  high 
esteem  and  was  always  dis¬ 
gusted  at  the  appalling 
treatment  meted  to  him  in 
1940,  and  held  Herbert  Morr¬ 
ison  with  particular  loath¬ 
ing." 

Bert  was  in  poor  health  in 
recent  years  and  worried  ab¬ 
out  Britain's  decline  since 
those  days... "new  so  bent  it 
is  on  the  road  to  racial 
self-destruction.  It  defies 
all  comprehension"  he  said, 
"and  the  ultimate  horror  can 
only  be  imagined.  Such  cat¬ 
astrophic  changes  have  over¬ 
whelmed  our  country,  one  can 
hardly  bring  the  horror  of 
it  to  one's  oonsciousness.lt 
is  simple  incredible  that 
such  a  disaster  was  allowed 
to  occur." 

He  felt  that  "we  of  the 
older  generation  should 
quote  to  new  generations  of 
Britons",  these  lines  from 
Shakespeare's  speech  of 
Henry  IV: 

The  blood  weeps  from  my 
heart, when  I  do  shape. 

In  farms  imaginary,  th 
unguided  days 

And  rotten  times,  that 
you  shall  look  upon 

When  I  am  sleeping  with 
my  ancestors. 

Let  these  words  be  his 
valediction. 


MRS  PHYLLIS  MILLS 

AS  WE  GO  TO  PRESS  we  hear 
from  Louise  Irvine  of  the 
death  in  a  Oolchester  resi¬ 
dential  heme  in  early  July 
of  Mrs  PHYIIIS  MILLS,  form¬ 
erly  of  Goggleshall, Suffolk. 
She  vos  the  daughter  of  John 
Green,  A  London  East  End 
member  who  moved  to  Colches¬ 
ter,  and  his  daughter  foll¬ 
owed  loyally  in  his  foot¬ 
steps.  "3i e  gave  her  support 
in  whatever  way  she  could, 
and  her  donations  were  most 
onerous"  said  Mrs.  Irvine. 
"Vfe  were  able  to  take  her  to 
Ipswich  to  meet  O.M.  and 
Lady  Diana  when  they  came 
down  after  his  80th  birth¬ 
day. 


member  but  took  part  in  many 
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BOWK, Alexander:  early  active  Blackshirt  and  fbvanent's  cartoonist:  his  Bowie's  Anmal 


now  co  Lice  tens  Item:  rrarrioi  Blackshirt  and  Action  writer  Margaret  Coll  ins  .25  Hiy  1983 
IMUT,  John:  British  Ihion  :Middlesex  ftegt  VW2:D/Tr.^jping  Uhlan  M>vement:mhr  Vbrshipful 
Cbipany  of  Ulacksniths.and  Blacksmith's  Guild: holder  Queen's  Gormnndaticn  Medal  for 
Bravery.  31  Hiy  1992 

CAM*fcLLtJ.H. :  Winchester  British  Uhlan  and  Umcn  Movement.  Miy  1952 


GABKfcll'i.AiKi:cx)llcrmin. teacher  and  early  Bladchirt:BU  fht.0rg .Midlands  &  East  Anglia: 
later  married  Margaret  Hric.CH's  secretary  at  HI}:  at  83.  24  Miy  1991 


HAM1  Jeffrey JLF:Dritish  fblitical  Prisoner  in  Falklands  &  S. Africa: sec. British  League 
of  Ex-Servicrncn  194i6-48, later  of  Uhlan  Mivansit  &  Action  Society :at  76.  1  Miy  1992 


KJOQtffE,  factor  George:  RFC  pilot  U/l :  Vice-Consul  la  Ceiba  .Honduras  1922/30: British 
Uiian  N/lnsp.Nat  .Meetings  Organiser  &  Senior  Arinin. Off  .London  Mi  deal  Pris¬ 
oner:  CM's  secretary  Union  fbvement.  29  fay  1972 

HlWJflJ.lbity  Valkyrie:  sister  of  Lady  ttxdcy.  28  H»y  1948 

hiaM(tVhUy:lJoraet  British  Ihicn: British  Political  ft-isoner:lhion  Mwcment.  May  1981 


FCABLL.Vice-AAaLral  G.B.  ,ffl  (S  OC: British  Union  D/Ldr  &  fbrl.Cwriifate.fbrtsiDixh. 

27  May  1952 

Rltey ,ftedericfc:tt3sley  supporter  in  Labour  fbrty.Ncv  ferty, British  Union  &  Ihicn 
Movemait.  Hiy  1965 

RHLt-SuAlK.Lfldy:  nuther  of  Lady  fasley.  Hiy  1963 

MU1T, Arthur:  Notts  British  Ihicn: British  fblitical  Prisoner: Union  Hjvanent.  Miy  1959 
BAINES, Iterek  ‘falhotimrly  Blackshirt  :BF  "1"  Sqiad:  Sumer  1961 


ISCW, Charles  :British  Ihion  D/Ldr  favertree  .Liverpool: British  fblitical  Prisoner: Union 
Movement  Organiser  .Salford.  Jme  1962 


BHMtDC.Keneth  ThonratExetcr  British  lhion:k±n  &  friend  of  D/Ldr  Jack  Forward: RAF  VW2. 

5  Jue  19C0 


CHAMaMAIN^JdhnsLiinehouse  Briti^i  Union: of  Blackshirt  fanily: Gunner  Egypt, Italy, Fblcs- 
tine  UW2.  Jim  1981 

OARKE,Bill:lhian  faveosit  TV.NA//Londcm  Branch  1970-74. 


Jue  1989 


QCU2I, Victor  :scn  of  'Bowie 'Gough: British  fblitical  ftrisoncr  then  RAF  VW2.  Z7  Jug  1975 
HILL, falter:  D/Ldr  Bifield  British  Uhlan  1939,  then  Army.  1992 

tUHJLCamnrxhr  C.F-  GEE  RD  WR(Rtri):B-itiA  Ihion  D/Ldr  Bognor:  British  fblitical  Pri¬ 
soner,  Chnp  Leader  Ikiytcn  Concentration  Grp.  Jfcne  1948 


MtftdfC, Herbert :feckncy  British  Ihion  speaker: British  fblitical  Prisoner, then  Army, Navy 
and  Fleet  Air  Ann  11} ^felta : life-long  supporter  of  Cbuald  Masley:at  75.  1998 

KHKf.MajJ  Lady:  CM's  BPther:  Head  of  Vfcncns  BLF  in  early  days.  2D  Jme  1948 

WOniS/Rnmy:  South  Londcn  British  Ihion  _ 

HMtlNS.fbter:  British  Union's  'Peter  fayterd '  :auttor  of  pamphlets  Manage  of  QhIb 
Stores,  Stopteepeis  at  far,193:Mi0.  &  editor  monthly  BritiA  Thadcr,1939.  Jae  1977 


SWAN,  Arthur  Jridsh  Uhion  D/IY  .Lowestoft :  British  fblitical  Prisoner  Kinp  Leader  Ascot 
Concentration  CEnp:  life-long  supporter  CM. _  Jme  1993 


TfMIE  OUllUN.IhfciBrnlsh  Uhion  fat.  Insp. Devon :Ibrl  .Candidate  E»ter:  British  fblitical 
Prisoner .  18  Jur  1985 


TIKJXIN,  George  marly  E/London  IM  supporter, brother  of  Arthur  'Uncle'  TYesadcn:  at  93: 

3  Jme  1989 

VEKKAlL,S0an:Britd «h  Ihiui  speaker: RAF  VM2:S/lcndon  Ihicn  Movement.  Jur  1989 


WADMOQir.Wm inn: father  of  H.S.faimright  of  fainwright  Brush  Fbctorics.Eost  London: 
at  8/.  3D  Jme  1955 


WDK, Albert :early  Ihion  faraient  after  Army  UW2:  local  election  cand.N/U  Union  Branch: 
in  Lancashire.  Jme  1991 


lMJCINGtffanrinedvftl  ing  fairish  lhion:one  of  5  Ealing  Blackshirt  faotl kit;  : ( II mnit  died 
in  Genian  comoitration  caip  1942  ihen  Guy  in  British  concetratim  anp.  11  July  197? 
CRAMBJi,Bill:  Bry, Lancashire  British  Uhion  &  Ihion  Mjvbih  it.  July  1975 


D0N3/AN,  Captain  B.D.R.  :Britl^i  Ihion  Asst. Dir  .Gen.  19K>. British  fblitical  Prisoner  mnn>- 
ied  1940  Vbiois  Ihun  Corps  Dtun  Mijar  farther  Bondrserved  VW1  at  16:  with  Lwrence  of 
Arabia :*Ihird  Afghan  far  with  129th  Baluchis  D.C.0.  26  July  1965 


DOtfrT.JohniBritish  Ihion  fbrl.Gind.Eveshan:  National  Farmers  Ihion:  British  fblitical 
Prisoner:  Ihion  Movement .  July  1978 


POUCH, Joseph  "Bowie 'sBirainghani  British  Uhion  faun  Corps:  British  fblitical  tYianer 
after  Army  Duridrk  evacuation.  m  July  1963 

HANJULxf Alan:  (hoyden  British  Ihion :Lhian  Mrvuient: Sussex  printer.  .Ally  1989 

SflJl'l  .Gaargc:  British  Ihion  D/Ldr  .Richmond:  Britbh  fblitical  Prisoner.  2B  Ally  1978 


SmMEHPC, Rillip:Bri tlsh  Uhion  agent  Middleton  &  FVcstwich  Bye-Election  1940:  British 
fblitical  Prisoner,  victim  of  MI5g  Chip  020  Interrogation  Centre, (hn  Chram:  post-war 
in  fbly  Orders.  14  July  1987 1 

TAYIflR,lhrr~y:  9»raditrh  Ihicn  MwenU  husband  of  Vicky.  .Ally  1961 


WE  LEARN 
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death 


The  Spirit  Lives... The  Rest  VVi  1 1  Folkw* 


right  to  say  it  9 ....  Voltaire 


Forget  foreign  spies  and  terrorists  - 
indigenous  British  now  ‘subverters’l 

"iTT 


Isle  of  Man 
Museum  . 
Scandal 


Manx 

National 

Heritage 


work  for  their  «n 


'democratic  subvert  ers 


mentary  dissidents 


Voltaire. and  from 


of  what 


August/October  1994 


@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


rint  Official  O—ltla 
George  T.22.4  ltenneth  G.20. 
RAF  9  StjJn:  voluntary  air 
gunners  and  Blackshirt  cxn- 
rades:killed  In  action  Kail 
Cvnl  barbing  Gorman  Pleat 
second  day  of  war:  tasking 
named  on  Air  Force  Man¬ 
orial,  Rumymodn  with  20,546 
other  Allied  airmen  with  no 
known  grave:  thy  first  hur¬ 
led  with  full  military  hon¬ 
ours  by  Luftaaffd  at  Qiv 
haven  f>mlmy;  now  lias  In 


Soltau.Oiamnjr. 

_  1939 

EWltDC.n ntr  Blackshirt 


speaker  ,WO  Atkin  Officer 
and  Rul.C4nl.lhad  Qaea: 
one  of  five  bliq  Black  - 
shirt  brothers:  died  Germ¬ 
an  concentration  cmo  when 
brother  GOT  in  Ikltiah 
concentration  cmp:  at  31  x 
lies  in  flams  GMatnrv,- 
Poland.  •  17  August  1942 

Lne.rte.w.P:  BBC  raaarv- 


Mt:  Harwood  British  Ddom 
killed  In  action  Haounly: 
rmneatoered  Services  taal, 
Harwood  Qaetmry. 

27  Octxber  1944 


flsni 


•ZZULJLLix 


eg 


Pilot  Regt  Army  Air  Cbrpa: 
age  28:  killed  In  action 
Amtnu  lies  in  Qostaarbaak 


but  I  will  defend  media,  car  uttered  In  eith- 


the  words  of  the 


in  the 
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GOMRADE 


t/October  1994 


Cost  effective? 


The  current  political 

'in-words'  that  are 
(being  bandied  around 
by  Government ,  Opposition 
and  others  of  such  ilk, 
are  "Values"  and  "Honet- 
erisn". 

This  year ,  June  and 
July,  two  historical  ev¬ 
ents  have  been  oonroemor- 
ated,  6th  June,  50th  Ann¬ 
iversary  of  D-Day,  and 
27th  July,  300th  Birthday 
of  the  fank  of  Eng  Lard. 

The  publicity  given  by 
the  media  to  each  were  in 
stark  contrast.  Neverthe¬ 
less  they  had  one  thing  in 
oortimn .  A  oonnemurative 
coin  was  issued:  D-Cay,  a 
50  pence  coin, and  the  Bank 
of  England,  a  E2.00  coin. 

Was  this  gesture  to  ill¬ 
ustrate  by  monetary  meas¬ 
urement  in  1994  a  consid¬ 
ered  appreciation  of  the 
Caspar itive  value  of  the 
tuo  historic  events? 

While  D-Day  cost  many 
many  thousands  of  lives, 
the  birth  of  the  Bank  of 
Big  land  in  1694  establish¬ 
ed  a  debt  to  the  British 
taxpayer  of  El. 2  million 
sterling. 

There  row  remains,  after 
50  years,  no  more  than  a 
ramant  of  the  generation 
who  nde  the  supreme 
sacrifice  on  the  Normandy 
beaches. 

Cn  the  other  hand,  after 
300  years, the  British  tax¬ 
payer  is  farced  to  pay, 
annually,  marry  marry  hill- 
ions  of  pounds  sterling 
just  to  service  the  level 

1  *  THOUGHT  POLICE’ 

appointed  to  this  top 
security  post  because  of 
her  ability  and  not  for 
the  political  correctness 
of  'womens  rights ' ,  who  is 
she  kidding? 

ttx>  said  Ml  5  was  fit  to 
take  care  of  security  of 
anything?  Not  long  ago  it 
was  full  of  Soviet  spies. 
When  they  were  the  prime 
enemy,  M15's  idea  of  mak¬ 
ing  Britain  secure  was  bo 
recruit  as  many  traitors 
as  possible.  Burgess,  tbc- 
lean.  Calmer oss,  Blunt  to 
naoE  a  few  of  the  Soviet 
agents  adorned  M15.Riilby, 
another  deadly  enemy  of 
his  country,  did  great 
danuge  bo  its  sister  ser¬ 
vice  Ml  6  and  was  respons¬ 
ible  for  the  deaths  of 
many  British  agents. 

But  Mrs  Rimington,  a 
sort  of  cloak-and-dagger 
Mrs  Thatcher,  says  this 
former  nest  of  misfits, 
homo-sexuals  and  rattle- 


CJUR  Newcastle  BLff"  his¬ 
torian  ROBERT  RICHARD 
does  not  dwell  just  on 
1  the  past.  Here  is  a  view  I 
cn  current  affairs 

of  National  Debt  to  tfii<h 
the  original  loan  has 
risen. 

There  appears  to  be  an 
lntolanoe,  somewhere? 

This  imbalance  existed 
after  World  War  1  and  27 
years  later,  after  World 
War  2 ,  had  become  even 
greater. 

And  now  50  years  an, his¬ 
torical  recognition  is 
gained  by  striking  and 
issue  of  a  legal  tender 
coin.  Available  to  any  and 
everyone  -  providing  they 
buy  itl 

Tb  quote  Oswald  Mosley 
in  1938: 

"As  long  as  the  people 
can  be  gulled  into  the  be¬ 
lief  that  they  are  free 
today  so  long  can  their 
slavery  be  perpetuated. 
Therefore,  every  instru¬ 
ment  of  the  financial  tyr¬ 
anny  from  party  machines 
to  national  Press  is  mob¬ 
ilised  behind  a  barrage  of 
money  power  to  resist  the 
principle  that  power  be¬ 
longs  to  the  people  alone, 
and  that  their  power  can 
only  be  expressed  by  giv¬ 
ing  their  chosen  Govern¬ 
ment  power  to  act. 

That  such  power  in  Gov¬ 
ernment  does  not  exists 
today  can  scarcely  be 
denied". 

Nor  in  1994 

snakes  is  working  night 
and  day  to  defend  democ¬ 
racy!  But  if  democracy  is 
in  such  dire  peril,  how 
ocme  its  leaders,  Ttary 
MPs,  who  should  be  setting 
an  exanple ,  have  been 
wasting  their  time  in 
nights  of  sleaze,  getting 
involved  with  the  wrong 
sort  of  actress  or  indulg¬ 
ing  in  'bizarre  sex  acts'? 

Others  were  farced  to 
resign  their  parliamentary 
jabs  because  of  friendship 
with  fugitive  tycoon  Aall 
Nadir  or  because  it  was 
alleged  they  took  money 
far  tabling  questions  in 
Parliament.  Ever  since  the 
last  election  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  Major  has  had  a  long 
string  of  lurid  resignat¬ 
ions.  Tories  who  went  to 
Westminster  to  roar  like 
lions  but  instead  shot 
themselves  in  the  foot. 

But  what  is  this  democ¬ 
racy  they  are  supposed  to 
be  leading  and  defending? 
Much  of  it  covers  local 


government,  and  seme  auth¬ 
orities  are  spending  huge 
sums  to  ensure  their  off¬ 
icials  are  'politically 
correct ' .  In  August  the 
Sunday  Telegraph  revealed 
there  were  200  consult¬ 
ancies  training  council 
officials  in  'political 
correctness' .  Sane  consul¬ 
tants  were  making  £35,000 
a  year!  Courses  included 
"Understanding  the  white 
conditioning  that  causes 
rad  5a"  and  "Self -Employ¬ 
ment  far  black  women".  All 
paid  far  courtesy  of  the 
tax-payer! 

This  is  nothing  less 
than  training  for  the 
'thought  police',  which  we 
have  always  understood  ex¬ 
isted  only  in  dictator¬ 
ships. 

Sane  black  wanan  don '  t 
need  any  training  in 
"self-empowering"  them¬ 
selves,  hewever.  In  August 
the  daughter  of  a  wealthy 
Nigerian  chief  got  3$ 
years  for  running  Bri tains 
biggest  benefits  fraud. 
Fraudster  Atobbele  netted 
£90,000  for  herself  in  20 
months  from  bogus  claims. 
She  headed  an  11  -strong 
gang  (eight  of  them  illeg¬ 
al  immigrants)  on  the  same 
racket.  Some  £750,000  was 
spent  of  legal  aid  defend¬ 
ing  the  gang.  Once  again 
the  taxpayer  nays. 

But  just  as  British 
democracy  runs  extensive 
training  in  '  thought  pol¬ 
ice'  vork,  so  it  gives 
house-roan  to  sane  of  the 
most  violent  anti -demo¬ 
cratic  organisation  on 
earth.  Even  the  Time*  pro¬ 
tested  in  August  against  a 
rally  of  8,000  Muslims  at 
Wembley  Arena;  "This 
country's  liberal  asyltm 
laws  are  easily  used  by 
those  trfio  preach  intoler¬ 
ance  and  anti-Western 
hostility.  The  Iranian 
Hjjahidin  Khalq  apposit¬ 
ion,  Kurdish  PKK  guerill- 

1  dents  from  .g*ixH  Arabia, 
Tunisia  and  the  Algerian 
FI S  are  among  the  more  un¬ 
savoury  grrxps  that  have 
set  up  bases  here”. 

'let  them  all  ocme'  says 


fact  that  our 
cities  are  no 
saturated  with 


and  their  British  bam 
offspring,  who  with  in¬ 
creasing _ frequency  are 

demanding  the  subversion 
of  some  of  long  estahU  sh¬ 
ed  standards  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  way  of  Life. 

They  cannot  be  described 
as  the  'extreme  Right',  so 


towns  and 
r  getting 
unknown 


apparently  Mrs.  Rimington 
>  is  not  interested.  But  it 
is  tine  the  other  public 
r  guardian  of  democracy  Bol- 
j  ice  Oxtmlsicner  Cbndon  got 
1  off  the  'racist'  bandwagg- 
cn  and  entered  the  real 
world  of  policing,  t-turder- 
er  Winston  Siloott,  having 
been  'cleared'  of  his  all- 
I  e^d  second  murder  of  P.C. 

Blakelock,  is  demanding 
i  £100,000  for  "damages  to 
i  his  reputation"  and  has 
already  had  £10,000,  while 
P.C.CboafaB,  another  of 
Qxidon's  policeman  who 
suffered  horrific  injuries 
in  the  Broadwater  harm 
riot  has  only  recently 
received  oempensation  af¬ 
ter  a  nine  year  wait. 

Tb  enjoy  the  hailed  sup>- 
eriarity  of  the  democrat¬ 
ic  system  as  practised  in 
Britain  today,  you  need  to 
be  an  M.  P.  who  can  vote 
yourself  a  pay  rise  of 
wide  the  inflation  rate, 
or  a  pregnant  sezvice- 
weman,  or  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  a  privatised  water 
ensure,  or  a  tearaway  to 
ywmg  to  be  named.  Be  a 
boy  burglar,  and  daaocracy 
will  send  you  cn  a  "thera¬ 
py  holiday”  ttfiere  you 
can  burgle  all  the  chale- 
ets.  Be  a  baby-faced  Art¬ 
ful  Dodger,  and  democracy 
will  fit  you  i^>  with  a 
£7,000  "character-building 
trip"  around  Africa,  and 
then,  like  one  particular 
villain,  inspired  and  re¬ 
freshed  by  democracy's  ed¬ 
ucational  initiative,  go 
back  to  the  pastimes  which 
pay  so  well  and  when 
faced  with  further  theft 
charges,  laugh  your  head 
off  when  charged  in  court. 

But  the  big  crime  of 
our  times  is  apparently 
'racial  hatred'  which  in 
truth  is  the  determinat¬ 
ion  of  the  indigenous 
people  of  this  island  to 
oentinue  the  way  of  1if«» 
and  wordings  used  by  our 
fathers,  and  refusal  to 
be  bludgeoned  into  the 
pipe-dream  of  a  multi¬ 
racial  society  for 
our  'ckmocratic’  system 
newer  received  tf» 
pwpleB  approval,  and 
which  they  now  dictate  la 
sdbveralm. 

In  not  mch  more 
half -a -century  democracy 


educed  our  c 
third  rate 


third-rate 


stinks. 

Salutations  Voltaire. 
In  rmradTrance. 


r  1994 


COMRADE 


Augus  t /Qctobei 


AS  a  into  at  a  strong 
land  owning  Conservative 
amity  there  was  no  synp- 
athy  far  the  strikers  and 
the  early  sign  of  their  rev¬ 
olutionary  spirit  in  the 
1926  General  Strike.  They 
were  upsetting  the  equili¬ 
bria!  of  our  lives. 

A  young  nan  of  16,  I  had 
hunter  horses  which  I  regu¬ 
larly  and  fearlessly  rode  in 
best  riding  equipment.  The 
strikers  had  taken  over  the 
streets  of  Ipswich,  and  all 
National  efforts  mist  be  mis¬ 
tered  against  them.  I  was 
asked  to  help  to  'keep  order’ 
and  offered  first  class  hotel 
accomodation  in  Ipswich, 
stabling  for  my  horses,  and 
all  expenses  paid.  The  idea 
was  that  I  should  assist  the 
police  cn  horseback  against 
the  marching  strikers.  This  I 
would  have  been  able  to  do, 
but  on  thinking  it  over,  in  a 
sudden  surge  I  found  my  symp¬ 
athy  was  entirely  with  the 
strikers  and  that  I  oould  in 
no  way  act  against  them. 

At  that  time  it  oould  be 
absolute  that  I  did  not  join 
Mosley  -  his  British  Union  was 
still  unborn,  buth  rather 
through  his  ideas, his  outlook, 
his  character  which  had  al¬ 
ready  become  part  of  ey  life 
as  an  early  radical  thinker 
far  removed  from  the  general 
political  infamy  seething  in 
Its  corridors. 

Ftar  a  number  of  years  I 
tried  it  alone  during  which  I 
joined  such  venture  as  Bvgllsh 
Array  and  the  English  Mystery 
until-  I  became  closely  aware 
of  Nasley  and  his  struggle.  I 
then  sacrificed  all  and  did 
all  to  sipport  our  cauae, know¬ 
ing  that  therein  laid  the  true 
purpose  and  strength . 

From  that  early  beginning 
emerged  my  determination  from 
the  foetus  of  the  General 
Strike,  to  Hire  In  word,  deed 
and  resolution  far  a  better 
balanced  society  and  forward 
civilisation  In  which  ray 
country  and  hunanity  could 
reach  greater  height  than  the 
vulgarian  Inequality  and  dom¬ 
inating  misuse  of  the  vulner¬ 
able  trasses,  the  rule  of  the 
past  century. I  knew  that  once 
I  came  Into  the  open  it  would 
put  no  little  sacrifice  an  my 


‘WHEN  1  JOINED 
MOSLEY’ 


have  often  been  asked  "when  did  you  first 
join  Mosley"  said  RONALD  CREASY  in  a  lett- 
to  (TWICE,  sparked  by  a  mention  of  the  1926  Gen¬ 
eral  strike  in  the  lest  issue,  an  evmt  which  far 
him  was  his  'first  awakening'.  He  then  went  on 
with  a  brief  answer  to  that  question. 

Reminded  of  his  84th  birthday  in  October,  and  of 
his  unique  prlace  in  the  history  of  the  Mosley  sto¬ 
ry  -  he  was  the  first  elected  Blackshirt  Councill¬ 
or  of  Eye, Suffolk,  where  he  still  lives,  with  a 
Circle  and  Flash  masthead  flying  high  over  an  Eng¬ 
lish  countryside  -  w  said,  "Tall  us  more". 

Which  he  did,  and  we  take  great  pleasure  in 
publishing  'the  Creasy  story' . 


family  and  myself  in  public 
declamation  of  apposition  to 
the  political  conservative  de¬ 
crees  which  had  linked  past 
and  present  in  havoc  of  creed. 
Hie  sharp  division  of  one 
sphere  of  life  in  oczplete 
separation  of  the  old  ease  and 
comfort  or  expectation  of  an 
Insular,  exclusive  society 
concerned  only  with  its  own 
stability  at  ocnseptual  val¬ 
ues.  Ultimately  I  saw  a  like 
oiind  and  cooperative  circum¬ 
stances  in  Sir  ttacld  ttaslgy 
rising  like  a  Fheonix  from  the 
dust  of  a  worn  out  system.  The 
shambles  of  a  political, shift¬ 
less  autocracy  masquerading  as 
a  democracy.  The  freedom  of 
the  few  against  the  poverty 
and  despair  of  the  many. 

Mosley  lit  the  beeccn  flame 
*kiich,  in  spirit,  Carnot  be 
diminished.  Iten  the  weariness 
and  utter  failure  at  the  past 
regime  demands  a  regenaratlve 
future  the  flame  of  Mas  ley's 
spirit  will  be  the  guiding 
light  through  the  darkness. The 
horizon  of  a  nwMrUai  age.  His 
exasple,  his  sacrifice,  our 
sacrifice  will  be  repaid  to 
our  children  and  those  to  rrw 
in  a  healthy,  cultural  future. 

The  time  when  people  will 
learn  to  give  rather  tton  wivit 
living  for  what  they  can  take 
Li  ethical  disbalance  of  the 
purpose  of  this  volatile  life. 
The  spirit  will  live  in  the 
eternity  of  conscious  probity 
deserving  at  those  who  strugg¬ 
le  far  better  values.  Those 
who  spportBd  Mm  ley '  s  alms, 
giving  their  all,  are  pre¬ 
eminent  to  be  of  his  spirit  in 
acclamation  of  a  true , ordained 
existence. 

In  my  am  burble  but  spirit¬ 
ed  efforts  the  crowning  glory 
came  In  early  1939,  before 
America  had  taken  over  the 
British  Bqpire,  when  Mosley 
spoke  to  a  sympathetic,  pecked 
assoibley  at  Eye  Tbwn  Hall 
with  his  speech  relayed  to  the 
cncxds  outside  who  tod  been 
unable  to  get  into  the  full 
Hall. 

I  tod  sat  by  his  side,  not  a 
little  stirred.  When  he  tod 
finished  his  speech  he  qultely 
said  "shew  yourself,  let  them 
know  you  are  tore".  I  picked 


up  a  copy  at  hxmow  We  Live 
an  sale  with  other  literature, 
and  began  my  speech  with  'read 
Ttimiuw  Be  Live  and  begin 
to  Live  as  many  of  you  did 
when  you  first  supported  the 
Movement  of  the  future". 

The  annals  of  the  fully 
awakened  town  and  district  of 
Eye  tod  changed  irTvenosbly.lt 
established  a  foot  upon  the 
path  far  eror  to  min  a  port 
of  the  signal  rail  to  a 
brighter  future. 

A  future  in  a  true  (kilted 
Europe  of  European  preoply 


1  6  E553EE5ES) 

In  lkiat  can  only  be  seen 
as  a  deliberate  decision  of 
the  crobeepcrary  American 
scourge  'Political  Cbrrect- 
ness'  the  Minx  ttatirxal  Her¬ 
itage  Msaa  has  'written 
out'  at  British  history  the 
■ajar  historical  fact  of  the 
Seocnd  World  War's  intern¬ 
ment,  that  of  Britain's  own 
citizens.  There  was  not  an 
exhibit  or  even  a  mention  of 
the  fact.  Ftar  the  knowledge 
seeking  msnal  visitor,  the 
stirksrt  researcher,  it  never 

The  first  report  of  this 
academic  fraud  was  a  report 
from  a  disgusted  Minx  resi¬ 
dent  who  protested  that  it 
was  Mosley '  s  men  at  Reel 
camp  that  was  most  talked 
about  by  the  locals  and  yet 
the  exhibition  not  only 
pretended  they  had  never  ex¬ 
isted  but  to  add  Insult  to 
injury,  devoted  the  entire 
show  bo  art  work  and  exper¬ 
iences  of  enemy  aliens,  a 
prominent  role  being  that  of 
one  who  had  "only  spent  5 
%m*ks  interned". 

We  took  up  the  Issue  with 
the  exhibition  organiser  who 
aAnitted  that  that  "no  craft 
or  art  items  by  known  ftrit- 
ish  Fascist  detainees  or  by 
Fasdst/ltazis  of  other  nat¬ 
ionalities"  were  exhibited. 

In  a  further  letter  she  sub¬ 
mitted  that  detainment  was 
somehow  a  separate  issue 
fran  Interment  and  that  it 
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'Here  I  stand' 
his  battle  ‘ banner ' 
flying  over  his  Suffolk 
oountryside 


which  Mosley,  long  before,  tod 
adiaxatad  as  a  necessity  In 
a  changing  world. 

So  -  'When  did  I  join'.  I 
have  answered  the  question. 
It  was  autontic.  The  date 
was  there  when  I  ms  born, 
unknown  to  my  Mil  litwrl  un¬ 
conscious  bo  my  wandering 
thoughts,  mxnscious  in  dir  - 
direction  but  first  clearly 
engendered  Airing  tto  Gen- 
eneral  Strike. 


was  "poor  in  objects,  photo¬ 
graphs  and  oral  history 
testimony”.  There  les  a 
shortage  of  space  and  and  a 
decision  tod  to  be  ssde  to 
ensure  that  the  exhibition 
did  not  beocee  "an  inillus 
Luted  'book  an  the  well'" 
and  that  its  "selective  nat¬ 
ure"  was  to  show  "ways  that 
internees  cane  to  tens  with 
interment  and  the  resultant 
material  culture  produced 
(craft  and  artwork)".  The 
lade  of  such  objects  made  it 
"ineul table  for  a  Hsein  ex¬ 
hibition  Lui  mere  Bmuri- 
ate  for  a  researched  publi¬ 
cation  drawing  together  ex¬ 
ist  Ing  aouroee  .  ("Cbmrade* 
underline).  The  major  quest¬ 
ion  of  why  no  British  citi¬ 
zen  involvement  remained  un¬ 
answered. 

However , coincidental  with 
the  correspondence,  we  re¬ 
ceived  the  exhibition's 
aoocnpanylng  glossy  book. 
Living  With  the  Wire, edited 
by  the  organiser  and  pub¬ 
lished  by  ttmx  Kitlcnal  tor 
itage  aid  The  Minx  Hsae 
and  National  Trust.  A  promo¬ 
tional  leaflet  said  it  had 
"70  pages  pecked  with  pict¬ 
ures,  illustrations,  sketches 
and  information  showing  how 
quickly  the  luaan  spirit  and 
Ingenuity  asserted  them¬ 
selves,  leaving  tangible 
testimonies  in  male,  liter¬ 
ature  and  vlsrel  arts".  In 
fact  the  sort  of  material 
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How  the  B.U.F  came  to  Geordieland 


1930s  and  try  and  Bate  a 
better  world  far  us  to 
live  in. 

G.S.  Gateshead 


THE  official  programne 
pnogranme  planned  by 
the  OOP's  Newcastle 
Brandi  first  organiser, 
Chptaln  Vincent  Cbllier, 
in  those  formative  merit  hr, 
of  early  1933,  revolved 
around  street  street  lit¬ 
erature  sales  on  Friday 
nights  and  Saturday 
afternoons  in  the  inner- 
city  shopping  area,  and 
Sunday  afternoon/evening 
meetings  in  the  Bigg  ter- 
ket.  About  an oe  a  month  a 
street  corner  meeting  was 
held  in  a  chosen  residen¬ 
tial  area  following 
a  door-to-door  leaflet! ng 
of  surrounding  streets. 

In  early  1933,  the  black 
shirt  and  lapel  fasces 
badge  was  looked  upon  with 
polite  indifference  by  the 
general  public,  and  with 
little  more  than  curiosity 
by  close  acquaintances.  In 
those  early  months,  the 
media  was  divided  on  the 
BUF  in  its  opinion  forming 
articles. 

The  first  four  or  five 
Sunday  outdoor  meetings 
were  normal  and  orderly. 
They  would  be  opened  by  a 
trainee  speaker.  Within 
several  minutes  a  crowd  of 
3-4  dozen  would  have  gath¬ 
ered  and  the  principle 
speaker,  Arthur  Cbllier 
would  be  introduced. 

I  have  said  that  Cbllier 
was  "short  in  stature"  yet 
he  had  a  very  strong  voice 
which  he  could  project 
with  consulate  ease.  He 
knew  his  subject  thorough¬ 
ly,  and  his  presentation 
was  cleverly  crafted  and 
constructed.  His  technique 
was  very  professional.  His 
oratory  was  so  effective 
that,  within  10  minutes  he 
was  drawing  people  from 


what  appeared  to  be  an  in¬ 
formation  seeking  question 
which  was  quickly  esculat- 
ed  into  an  argument.  This 
occurred  in  several  places 
simultaneously  on  the 
fringe,  contributing  to  an 
untenable  lnteruption. 

When  an  incident  occurr¬ 
ed  resulting  in  the  siez- 
ure  and  destruction  of 
literature,  Cbllier  called 
in  the  sales  team,  and, 
sensing  a  'victory',  the 
'reds', for  such  they  were, 
began  singing  the .  "Red 
Flag".  However,  the  voice 
effort  of  the  20  or  so, was 
met  with  sane  derision  by 
the  crowd.  The  meeting  was 
brought  to  a  close  and 
the  crowd  told  that  liter¬ 
ature  was  available  at  the 
rostrum 

Fbr  the  first  time  after 
a  Bigg  forket  meeting  the 
Blackshirts  formed  up  and 
marched  back  to  their  HQ. 
Several  people  later  call¬ 
ed,  bought  literature,  and 
two  new  members  were  en¬ 
rolled. 

Hie  following  Sunday  the 
meeting  returned  to  reas¬ 
onable  normalancy  other 
than  same  increase  in 
heckling  and  organised 
shouted  abuse.  Literature 
was  available  from  stew¬ 
ards  at  the  rostrum  and 
Blackshirts  did  not  engage 
in  crowd-fringe  sales.  As 
was  now  to  became  a  custom 
the  Blackshirt  speaker  and 
stewards  arrived  and  de¬ 
parted  from  the  meeting 
in  inarching  order. 

By  the  Sumer,  deterior¬ 
ating  crowd  behaviour  and 
attitude  coincided  with  a 
decline  in  the  audience 
around  the  Ccnraunist  forty 
meeting ,  usually  taking 
place  at  the  sane  time, but 
sane  40  yards  away.  At 
first  it  was  mistakenly 
thought  that  this  was  due 
to  a  genuine  change  of 
interest.  We  were  soon 
disillusioned. 

Whereas  the  Blackshirt 
meeting  audience  in  those 
early  diys  had  been  almost 
entirely  open-minded  people 
with  a  healthy  political 
curiosity,  those  listening 


to  Cbmnunist  speakers  were 
mostly  already  bra in -washed 
members,  supporters  and/or 
dupes;  eagerly  lapping-up 
their  regular  doze  of 
'Marxist-dialectic  mater¬ 
ialism'  ,  laced  liberally 
with  injections  of  anti- 
capitalist  'constipating' 
propaganda.  But  now,  the 
C.P.  Sunday -meeting  speak¬ 
ers  decided  upon  a  '  pre¬ 
scription'  charge:  they  be¬ 
gan  encouraging  emotively, 
an  emigration  to  the  Black¬ 
shirt  meeting  to  give  vent 
to  their  frustrated  spleen! 

This  new  strategy  was 
clearly  aimed  at  disrupting 
free -speech;  discouraging 
crowd  sympathy;  creating 
disorder  -  the  latter  read¬ 
ily  encouraged  by  the 
print-media. 

Blflctethi  r- fcs  attacked 


adjacent  meetings  in  the 
Bigg  Market,  Newcastle's 
'Hyde  fork  Cbmer ' . 

There  would  be  about  a 
dozen  blackshlrted  members 
at  those  early  meetings. 
Same  were  aspiring  speak¬ 
ers,  others  sold  litera¬ 
ture.  After  about  40  min¬ 
utes  questions  from  the 
audience  were  invited. This 
was  the  period  that 
most  of  the  unoormitted 
'regulars'  would  be  look¬ 
ing  forward  to.  It  was  a 
time  when  the  cut-and- 
thrust  of  open-air  debate 
could,  in  nornal  circum¬ 
stances,  be  entertaining. 
And  so  it  was  until  the 
end  of  the  second  month  of 
the  Sunday  meetings.  Then 
a  change  in  the  crowd  de¬ 
meanor  took  place. 

First,  the  usual  odd 
heckler  was  displaced  by 
several  well  dispersed, 
derogatory  and  abusive 
slogan  shouters.  More  of¬ 
ten  than  not  the  Speaker 
could  handle  these  inter - 
uptlons  to  advantage  .gain¬ 
ing  crowd  sympathy.  TXbo 
meetings  later,  the  in ter - 
uptlons  were  ocming  from 
snail  concentrated  groups, 
prepared  to  intimidate  ob¬ 
jectors  to  their  tactics 
in  their  vicinity.  Next, 
the  young  Blackshirts  en¬ 
gaged  in  crowd-fringe  lit¬ 
erature  sales  were  asked 


These  tactics  started 
with  attacks  an  the  Black¬ 
shirts  selling  literature 
on  the  meeting  fringe.  Dev¬ 
eloping  with  orchestrated 
heckling;  timed  group- 
chanting  following  or  dur¬ 
ing  particular  policy 
points  being  made  by  BUF 
speakers,  generalised  accu¬ 
sations  of  "dictatorship", 
shouted  loudly  by  a  single 
Individual,  followed  immed¬ 
iately  by  a  louder  accla¬ 
mation  from  a  group  posit¬ 
ioned  elsewhere  in  the 
crowd.  This  pattern  of  Bed 
opposition  and  threatening 
behaviour  intensified  with 
the  gracing  number  and 
strength  of  'reds' 
present. The  C.P.  meetings 
ceased.  The  threat  of 
physical  attack  was  not  far 
away. 

Hie  first  serious  physi¬ 
cal  attempt  to  overcome  and 
dislodge  the  Blackshirt 
speakers  came  when  a  wide 
concerted  push,  starting 
from  the  rear  of  the  crowd 
directly  facing  the  speak¬ 
er  was  mounted,  the  aim  to 
overturn  the  rostrum.  The 
first  attempt  failed,  due 
to  the  front  ranks  of  the 
crowd  being  of  the  usual 
non-oomrutted  Independant 
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'man-ln-the-street'  not 
given  to  hooliganisn  and 
with  a  natural  apathy  to 
being  unoeremoniosly  pushed 
around.  In  add i ton,  the 
Blackshirt  stewards  tad 
*armaed  a  tight  ring,  with 
their  backs  to  the  crowd 
and  arms  linked.  The  lone 
policeman  moved  closer 
and  his  towering  presence 
had  a  restraining  effect. 
(Yes,  it  worked  in  those 
days! ) 

The  meeting  carried  on, 
but  very  noisily.  Question- 
time  was  a  shambles,  the 
' reds '  themselves  shouting 
answers  from  all  sides,  or 
ostensibly  asking  questions 
which  in  effect  became  no 
more  than  critical  mini- 
speeches.  After  about  five 
minutes  of  this  nonsense 
the  meeting  was  brought  to 
a  close. 

When  the  Blackshirt 
stewards  formed  up  to  march 
back  to  the  Shakespeare 
Street  Hq.,  they  were  foll¬ 
owed  all  the  way  by  a 
shouting  screaming  conting¬ 
ent  of  'reds'  which  sucked 
in  a  considerable  following 
crowd  which  tenporarily 
blocked  the  street.  Police 
reinforcements  arrived  from 
the  nearby  Central  Police 
Station,  and  after  about  15 
minutes  dispersed  the 
crowd  -  quitely.  The  foll¬ 
owing  morning  the  local 
press  reported:  "Disorder 
at  a  Mosley  meeting  in  the 
City  centre. ..police  inter¬ 
vene." 

The  next  BUF  meeting  at 
the  Bigg  Market  saw  the 
Blackshirt  column  arrive  to 
find  a  Ccmnunist  Party 
meeting  already  in  progress 
at  the  plaoe  where  Black¬ 
shirt  meetings  had  previ¬ 
ously  been  held.  Two 
police-men  present  pointed 
out  an  alternative  location 
some  40  yards  away.  The 
rostrum  was  set  up  and 
the  Blackshirt  speaker, 
ringed  by  Blackshirt 
stewards  comaenaed 

speaking.  The  crowd  of  ab¬ 
out  100  at  the  C.P.  meeting 
inmed  lately  began  streaming 
away  to  the  BUF  meeting.  It 
became  clear  later  that  the 
so-called  C.P.  public 
meeting  was  no  mere  than  an 
assembly  point  and  briefing 
for  what  was  to  follow  in 
the  next  15  minutes. 

The  shouts  and  chants  be 
gan  at  once  im  the  vicinity 
of  the  Blackshirt  stewards. 
The  comnotion  was  drawing 
in  a  large  crowd  than  usual 
and  it  was  noticeable  that 
in  addition  to  the  30-40 
'reds'  near  the  rostrum,  a 
group  numbering  20  or  more, 
were  concentrated  on  the 


HOW  IT  BEGAN 


Newcastle  IbSi  Eni  find  ii 
km  ahou  at  a  campaign  m  tbo  mining 
consul  uoaciea  of  Durban  and 
North  urn  bartend. 

Then  Ant  open*aur  meeting  at 
Crook,  in  lb*  heart  of  Durham 
County.  Attracted  a  Urge  crowd,  and 
the  a  peek  era  were  given  a  cordial 
welcome  Unemployment  ia  nun  pant 
in  three  areas  and  the  Ministry  of 
Labour's  Commissioner  u  ad  minis 
Urtng  the  **  Means  Test  "  is  such  a 
fashion  that  real  berdshiri  b  resulting. 

Many  copies  of  Blactikir*  and  of 
M  Fascism  in  Britain."  Sir  Oswald 
Mosleys  book,  were  sold  at  the 
meeting 

On  Ramsay's  Track 

Afterwards  Mr.  W.  J.  .Leaner,  who 
had  been  the  chief  speaker,  dismissed 
the  industrial  situation  privately  with 
members  of  the  audienoe,  and  In 
response  to  their  requests  It  was 
agreed  to  bold  meetings  in  the  Crook 
market  place  regularly  Sunderland 
is  being  tackled  next,  and  than  the 
campaign  is  to  bo  moved  further 
south  into  Seaham  Harbour.  Ramsay 
MacDonald's  constituency. 

Campaigns  are  to  be  opened  in 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  later  in 
the  spring.  New  members,  eager  to 
work  and  to  propound  Fascism,  are 


BRAVO  THE 
NORTH! 

TERRORISM  IS  ONLY  SKIN  DEEP 


fain-  'RUrigfrirt' : 


'Bladrfrfrt' 

_ torch  18  1933 _ 

TTWISIDE  FASCISTS 

Te  Carry  so  Cam  parrs  Derprtr 
OppenUoo  by  ~Redi‘~ 

cwspits  t ns  fact  tint  tntir  aaettrsr  ; 
Sunaarland  ws  Csuimn  up  Lane  luqht 
f-kartr: -eastern  Fascists  arw  not  down- 
haertad  arri  they  intend  CD  cmtlAue 
their  ce^aiqn  throuejnout  Oxeity 
OUCtlSB. 

HUs  fact  was  revealed  to  an  **Cvwn- 
iny  Outsucie"  representative  today  by 
ons  of  the  two  feMcascle  eei  who  Mare 
acklrassinq  the  Sunderland  ewtin}  whan 
it  was  broken  19. 

Hus  official  of  the  Tyneside  trench 
of  the  British  union  of  Fascists  said 
ha  mas  rax  in  the  least  diasnyed  tv 
the  ongemasd  opposition  of  tha  Oma- 
unlsts.  He  stated  that  the  Tyneside 
Fascists  were  concentrating  their 
efforts  an  Qouncy  Durhsa.snd  would  be 
holding  Meetings  in  Ryehape,  Coneett, 
Jsrrcw  aid  other  centres .  They  have 
slready  held  several  hm tings  in  Our  - 
lea  Mining  villages,  tbs  Sunderland 
easting  being  the  first  rowJy  era. 


crowd  fringe,  and  as  the 
crowd  thickened,  this  outer 
group  fell  hack,  maintain¬ 
ing  a  fringe  position. 

The  first  major  crowd- 
push  came  after  about  10 
minutes.  The  Blackshirt 
oorden  held,  but  with  diff¬ 
iculty.  The  two  police 
constables  moved  to  the 
edge  of  the  crow!  from 
where  the  push  appeared 
to  originate, but  the  'reds' 
had  'melted-away'.  A  few 
minutes  later  a  second 
crowd-push  started  from  a 
different ,  point,  but  this 
was  more  of  a  i  feint  than  a 
serious  attack.  The  two 
policemen  moved  to  this 
new  fringe  point  of  dis¬ 
turbance,  but  as  the  clam¬ 
our  mounted  came  another 
crowd  push  from  the  side. 


fW  T  MAS  HIQ3  TDC  the  Reds 
1  were  taught  a  lesson!  Esp- 
lally  In  the  North  on  Ttoeside 
and  Tyneside*  reported  Blade- 
shirt  (to. 21  in  Septeater  1933. 
They  "had  come  to  think  that 
they  could  go  an  indefinitely 
interrupting  our  mootings,  in¬ 
sulting  and  molesting  our 
speakers  with  acnplete  impun¬ 
ity.  MB  heard  with  gathering 
anger  the  disgraceful  treat  - 
moot  of  our  principle  speaker 
in  the  north  -east,  Opt  .Chiller 
and  had  followed  his  plucky 
fit^it  against  overwhelming 
ndrts  with  the  utmost  of  adsir 
aticxi. .  .At  last  cur  patience 
was  exhausted,  Ww  at  a  single 
handed  meeting  at  Stockton -co- 
Ttoes  sene  ten  days  aga  the 
Reds  spat  in  ChiX.Cb  liter's 
face  and  threatsied  to  lynch 
hie." 

A  picked  contingent  of  stew¬ 
ards  was  organised  to  go  to 
Stocktcn ,  to  see  "if  the  Reds 
would  repeat  their  insults 
when  they  had  more  than  one 
undefended  man  to  deal  with.” 

The  contingent,  drawn  fra* 
Manchester, Tteeside  and  Tyne¬ 

side  paraded  in  Mlddleaborough 
and  then  marched  into  Stockton 
where  "seme  sort  of  a  meeting 
was  going  an  in  the  Market 
Square”,  with  a  Large  hostile 
crowd  of  imported  Qmmunists 
assembled.  The  Blackshirts  be¬ 
gan  a  rival  meeting  on  the 
other  side  of  the  square.  The 
Reds  gathered  and  amid  appall¬ 
ing  din  it  was  clear  they  were 
determined  to  prevent  any 
resemblance  of  free  speech, and 
"the  atmosphere  became  more 
threatening  from  moment  to  mo¬ 
ment.  the  crisis  mbs  reached 
when  one  of  our  umbers  mm 
attacked  by  a  man  thrusting 
his  fore-fingers  into  his 
eyes .  The  man  was  knocked 
down  lmad lately  and  the  stew¬ 
ards  moved  forward  like  a 
machine"  against  the  Red  sect¬ 
ion  of  the  crowd. "Fighting 
desperately  the  Reds  were 
swept  tack  forty  yards  right 
across  '  the  Market  Square, 
and  the  platform  was  left  iso¬ 
lated  in  the  centre  with  a 
small  guard.  It  was  indeed  'a 
beautiful  sight  and  made  am 
proud  to  wear  a  Blackshirt, ' 
said  an  eye-witness" 

Back  to  the  platform  the 

Scuffling  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  rostrum  broke  out. 
The  speaker  was  seen  to  be 
experiencing  difficulty  in 
maintaning  his  position  on 
the  rostrum.  The  policemen 
moved  in  and  the  scuffling 
ceased,  the  'red'  opposit- 


Blackshirts  carried  out  a  fur¬ 
ther  demons tra tier,  against  an¬ 
other  section  of  the  crawl, and 
it  was  heard  said  that  'they 
will  not  forget  the  Defence 
Faroe  as  long  as  they  Live. ' 

After  considerable  hand  to 
hand  fighting  the  meeting  was 
closed  at  the  urgent  request 
of  the  few  poliae  present  and 
the  Blackshirts  marched  off  on 
good  order. 

Gathering  courage  the  Reds 
came  on  to  the  attack  and  It 
was  a  matter  of  fighting 
through  the  streets  to  the 
railway  station,  where  a  firm 
stand  was  trade  before  entrain¬ 
ing- 

"Stockton-on-Tees  will  not 
easily  forget  the  Blackshirts, 
and  the  whole  of  the  North 
will  remenfcer  in  future"  the 
entitlaaent  to  free  speech. 

"Never"  continued  Blackshirt 
had  "they  interrupted,  such 
less  broken  up, any  meetings  of 
our  political  opponents,  al¬ 
though  cur  disiplined  organis¬ 
ation  is  such  that  w?  could 
easily  do  so, but  we  donard  the 
right  to  put  our  case  before 
the  public  without  deliberate 
organised  interupticn,  insult, 
threats  of  violence  and  actual 
violence.  If  our  speakers  can¬ 
not  address  the  public  except 
at  personal  danger  from  cow¬ 
ardly  attacked  fra*  Rad  hooli¬ 
gans,  then  the  fault  will  lie 
with  our  opponents,  if  we  are 
ccnpelled  to  organise  an  eff¬ 
icient  defence  forte  to  pro¬ 
tect  our  elementary  rights1'. 

There  is  no  Blackshirt  terr¬ 
aria*  It  reported,  but  "there 
is  a  Red  Ttenurimn  which  nist 
be  fought  with  its  own  woap- 
ons. 

The  (torth  has  shown  the  wey 


•  lie  editor's  toother  was  hit 
In  the  eye  with  a  brick  and 
knocked  unoemsdous  during  the 
fighting.  Be  wets  cut  off  fro* 
the  Defence  Faroe  and  picked 
ip  fay  a  group  of  Reds  and  oar 
ried  bo  be  thrown  into  the 
river.  Ufagral  ted  byatanVss 
outside  a  pub  Intervened,  res¬ 
cued  him  and  returned  him  to 
Blackshirts.  Although  later 
operated  an  by  an  eminent  eye 
specialist,  this  young  non  of 
20  -  never  again  regained  tin- 
sight  of  one  eye.  (Ed) 

ion  in  that  area  'melted- 
away1.  Shouting  from  the 
fringe  continued  unbroken, 
now  with  unified  chanting 
of  "police  protection!", 
again  and  again. The  speaker 
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5  4  Geordieland 

attempted  to  continue  but 
the  police  intervened 
and  asked  that  the  meeting 
be  closed.  The  speaker  con¬ 
curred,  find  the  'reds' 
cheered! 

Hie  Blackshirts  fonned-up 
and  followed  by  a  substant¬ 
ial  crew,  marched  out  of 
the  Bigg  Market,  noting  as 
they  left  that  the  Comnun- 
ist  Party  was  re-starting 
its  meeting. 

On  arrival  at  Branch  HO, 
the  following  crowd,  virtu¬ 
ally  devoid  of  its  rabble- 
rousing  elements,  shewed  an 
encouraging  interest  in  ob¬ 
taining  literature,  and 
there  were  also  a  small 
number  of  enrolments.  The 
Monday  morning  local  press 
announded:  "Police  stop 
fascist  meeting! " 

As  the  first  year  of 
the  BUF  in  Geordieland  drew 
to  a  close  there  were  a 
few  organisational 
changes . Chptain  Cbllier  had 
^returned  to  National  Head¬ 
quarters;  Ttmny  Moran  was 
now  the  principle  speaker; 
there  were  two  new  NHQ  full 
time  organisers, a  Major  and 
a  Captain  whose  names  es¬ 
cape  me,  probably  as  their 
tenure  was  very  brief.  They 
were  not  public  speakers, 
their  duties  being  what 
could  be  described  as 
'pep-talks'  to  young  Black¬ 
shirts  attending  the  even- 
ening  membership  meetings . 
Their  emphasis  was  it  was 
new  time  to  turn  towards: 
the  preparations  necessary 
for  contesting  local  and 
central  government  elect¬ 
ions.  After  several  weeks 
they  were  replaced  by  an¬ 
other  Captain  full-time 
organiser  who  remained 
rather  longer .  He  gave 
attention  to  the  older  mem¬ 
bership,  and  the  obtaining 
of  larger  HQ  premises  in 
Newcastle.  He  attenpted  a 
couple  of  outdoor  meetings 
but  after  Vincent  Collier 
his  ability  inthis  field 
was  patently  limited. 

The  scant  recollections  - 
so  scant  I  cannot  remember 
their  names  -  is  perhaps 
due  to  their  principle  task 
being  to  assist  in  select¬ 
ing  or  earmarking  suitable 
local  members  as  possible 
BUF  candidates  who  in  the 
event  of  contesting  a  local 
'seat'  In  an  election  would 
be  more  knowledgable  of  the 
specialised  electioneering 
'know-hew1  required,  a  sub¬ 
ject  which  then  I  lad  no 
experience  whatsoever. 

As  the  first  anniversary 
month  of  Ctetober  1933  drew 
near,  the  principle  talking 
point  among  Blackshirts  was 
the  forthcoming  Rally  and 
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The  Blackshirt  colunn  marching  through  Manchester 
far  the  BUF's  First  Anniversary  Rally  at  Belle  Vue  in 
October  1933.  For  many  of  Newcastle's  young  Blackshirts 
they  ware  seeing  and  hearing  their  Leader  for  the  First 
time  and  returned  to  Tyneside  'with  a  daep  feeling  of 
being  reborn' 


Public  Meeting  to  be  held 
in  Belle  Vhe.fenchester.  As 
large  a  preparation  as 
possible  was  being  planned 
to  attend  from  Tyneside. 
This  would  be  the  first 
time  the  majority  of  our 
young  Blackshirts  would 
have  to  see  and  hear  their 
Leader. 

A  Great  Crusade 

In  the  event,  the  occas 
ion  became  much  mare  that 
an  inspiratioral  exper¬ 
ience.  They  returned  to  the 
Tyneside  with  a  deep  feel¬ 
ing  of  having  been  reborn; 
of  being  an  integral  part 
of  a  great  Crusade!  -  a 
Movement  with  a  Chuse! 

Towards  the  end  of  1933 
the  Branch  HQ  moved  into 
larger  premises  in  Clayton 
Street  in  the  city  centre. 
Tairay  Moran  was  new  the 
District  Officer.  His  pub¬ 
lic  speaking  had  matured. 
Newcastle  now  had  a  lively 
and  enthusiastic  Blackshirt 
organisation,  together  with 
a  membership  and  public 
support  nunbering  several 
hundred.  This  estimate  is 
based  upon  a  recollection 
of  the  regular  weekly  order 
for  the  BUF  news-sheet,  and 
weekly  street  sales. 

It  was  clear  that  'left- 
wing'  political  opposition 
was  becoming  increasingly 
aggressive;  whilst  the  so- 
called  'right-wingers'  - 

usually  apathetic,  seemed 
to  be  losing  some  of  their 
indifference  to  the  BUF. 
This  change  in  attitudes 
coincided  with  the  print- 
madias'  style  of  presenting 
political  news  from  Germany 
alongside,  or  in  close 
proximity  to,  reports 
of  BUF  activities;  subtly 
generating  a  sub-conscious 
association  of  one  with  the 
other. 

The  previous  'polite  in¬ 
difference  '  to  the  black 
shirt  and  coat  lable  fasces 
was  replaced  with  biased 
accusation.  The  previous 
'enquiring  curiosity'  be¬ 
came,  very  often,  a  'tenta¬ 
tive  and  secretive '  en¬ 
quiry  -  "don't  let  anyone 
know"  etc. 


A  foothold  had  been  est¬ 
ablished  in  the  industrial 
and  economic  depressed 
area  of  the  politically 
disillusioned  Tyneside  — 
after  just  one  year  of 
qgle.  The  penultimate 
p  ^nesy  of  Oswald  Mosley 
in  “The  Greater  Britain" 
published  in  1932: 

"Those  who  march  with 
us  will  certainly 
face  abuse,  misunder¬ 
standing,  bitter  ani¬ 
mosity,  and  possibly 
the  ferocity  of 

struggle  and  of  dan- 

— 

gar 

was  already  bei 


lives  of  great 
nations  acmes  the  moment 
of  decision,  comes  the 
moment  of  destiny,  and 
this  great  nation  again 
and  again  in  the  great 
hours  of  its  fate  has 
swept  aside  convention, 
has  swept  aside  the 
little  men  of  talk  and 
of  delay  and  have 
decided  to  follow  men 
and  movements  who  say  we 
go  forward  to  action,  to 
let  who  dare  follow  us 
in  this  hour,  that  is 
the  permanence  of  the 
mighty  mood  of  Britain, 
and  I  say  that  in  the 
ranks  of  our  Blackshirt 
Legions  march  the  mighty 
ghosts  of  England's 
past  and  their  strong 
arms  around  us  and 
their  voioes  echo  dewn  , 
the  ages  saying  forward  J 
Oswald  Mosley:  Belle  Vue 


■tOI  Vv  1  V>, 


.  (Tb  be  continued ) 


that  had  been  suggested  was 
unsuitable  for  exhibit  but 

"appropriate  far  a  research 
ed  publication" . 

But  in  34  pages  covering 
the  last  war  there  are  lust 
three  lines  on  Interment  of 
British  citizens.  That  there 
were  "British  Fascists  de¬ 
tained  under  Article  1SB  of 
the  Defence  Regulations  as 


were  known  as  the  'IBB's'"! 

The  book  in  fact  devoted 
its  Second  World  Vfar  to  the 
internment  of  'friendly  en¬ 
emy  aliens'  and  drawn 
heavily  on  such  present  day 
friendly  sources.  It  is  ob¬ 
vious  that  a  serious  attempt 
had  not  been  made  to  re¬ 
search  and  collect  material 
on  internment  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  of  which  there  is  a 
wealth  of  material  avail¬ 
able. 

The  book  gave  Cbnnery 
Chappell's  Island  of  Barbed 
Wire  as  a  research  source 
which  told  the  story  of  Bri¬ 
tish  Uhlan's  Arthur  Mason's 
tunnelled  escape  from  the 
Island,  with  photographs  to 
boot.  Meaningful  research 
would  have  found  the  1943  It 
Might  Fhvc  Happened  to  You, 
new  a  classic  used  in  aca¬ 
demic  research  into  the  per¬ 
iod.  Professor  A  W  B  Simp¬ 
son's  1992  scholarly  In  the 
Highest  Degree  Odious:  De¬ 
tention  without  trial  in 
Mar-Mme  Britain,  a  historic¬ 
al  document  of  the  highest 
standard  which  will  remain 
the  definitive  work  for 
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Aaaoog  Ike  ntcnm  wwt  Gnuii. 
Awran  Jewi  Iwali  Cornua/ A  Basiuk 
ud  uonben  at  Iks  Qawld  Mwkyi 
•rink  Uxot  of  Fu  (SUFI  ud  uoou 
ika  pi  won  of  mat  Couial.  Itahaoa  ud 

Tko  aoop  reflect  the  German.  lulu*. 


lOoul  ika  Horw  Waaacl  Soap. 
Uod  kavla  pkon  HI  Duttchiaad  uad 
•oapa  4k  pur  Wall  (Today  Gannon  bo- 
loop  IS  Ok  looiormo  the  oortdl  Erika. 

aosoi  Sol  Fooar  <h  Baaeoao  (Oa  Ika  Bhdp 
of  Kosaoao).  D  Rjiorno  4o  Lapnoan  (The 
Usual  of  Ike  Lapooanaat  tlopoorarl  hnt 
hoot  Arm;.  O  malar  Jopu  aid  the  Japuaaa 
Am*  Soot  (BUF)  Bnaou  Avail  u4  Coao- 
*4da*  Ihc  Voaoee  of  Ika  Dud  Bauahooa. 


If  i bcie  are  any  former  internee*  or 
pnaooer*  of  war  bvmf  m  tbc  aland  or  who 
would  have  aooea*  to  Um  nonpnper  who 
would  ka«c  a  fcoowiadfc  of  aay  aoop  that 
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academic  researen  should 
have  been  known  to  the  Minx 

Then  eo  Ibge  8 
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The  Blackshirt  Summer  Camps  in  Sussex  [m  go«non  beckweii 


■  MNG  t areat  <yHai  intensified.  they  experienced  a  fore-  Chelsea  and  once  wrote  i 

m  ijLKia  Thousands  of  members  taste  of  the  connunity  of  Action:  "Have  you  eve 

U  occasions  at  British  gathered  from  all  over  British  Onion,  in  which  heard  the  dying  crying  1 

■Lilian  were  the  Blade-  f-V*»  nmirt-rv  .arvH  all  will  MhkIpv  <ndil  dav  tin  the  trenches?  But  La  wh 


■  KNG  the  great  social 
II  occasions  of  British 
■Bttiicn  were  the  Black¬ 
shirt  Cao^s  held  each 
year  isitil  1937.  There¬ 
after  they  oeased  as  all 
political  activity  was 
directed  into  the  Move 
caent's  Peace  Campaign  as 
the  countdown  to  the 
European  tragedy,  the 
Second  World  (far  began, 
and  propaganda  far  war 


I  ntenat  fi  ad  . 

Thousands  of  members 
gathered  from  all  over 
the  country,  and  all  will 
alvrays  remember  those 
brief  interludes  of  com¬ 
radeship  and  relaxation 
in  the  sun  beside  the  sea 
when  there  was  still  time 
to  hope  for  the  cleaner 
and  better  vrarld  that  did 
not  oboe. 

Whether  they  stayed  for 
a  traek,  a  weekend, or  a  day 


they  experienced  a  fore¬ 
taste  of  the  connunity  of 
British  ttiion,  in  which 
Mosley  sought  one  day  to 
unite  all  Britons. 

There  were  camps  in  Sus¬ 
sex  at  Pagham  in  July  1933, 
the  Witterings  in  1934  and 
Pagham  in  1935.  By  1936  By 
1936  they  had  grown  to  a 
sizeable  affair  organised 
by  a  Camp  Connandant:  Major 
Ernie  Eta  thews  who  later  be¬ 
came  District  Leader  for 


Flo’s  photo  album 


fgjiMQV.  of  these 
£3#  photographs  were  taken  by 
a  mraricible  ytxng  varan 
Blackshirt,  Flo  Elliott, whilst 


attending  do  tegfera  and 
Selsey  Gups,  and  are 
reproduced  firm  her  aopshot 
a  I  tun  now  in  F.O.M.  archives. 

Flo  first  heard  O.M.  on  the 
radio  in  the  early  193C6  be¬ 
fore  the  BBC's  sarretbre 
broadcasting  ban  and  said  to 
Herself:  That's  the  am  far 
■e!  Hat's  a  am  worth 
fnl  lowing! 

And  so  rfie  did,  loyal  fron 
her  beginning  tmtil  her  death 
in  1962.  Se  are  cold  me: 

Tie  vs  like  one  of  those 
dashing  Elizabethan  courtiers 
and  son  captains  Wo  built  the 
Baplre.  My  greatest  fear  during 
the  wit  vns  that  they  would  kill 
Ido.  I  prayed  that  he  would  be 


Flo  was  narried  to  Charles 
Elliott,  British  Union  District 
Leader  for  Slough  and  High 
Wycombe.  Fbst-war  she  was  the 
driving  force  behind  Union 
Movement's  branch  in  Boumerouti 
and  later  a  Branch  leader  in 
South  Iondm  where  de  also 
canpoignad  for  pensioners' 
rights. 

All  vho  knew  her  adnued  her 
for  her  cheerfulness,  bravery 
and  total  cinml  ttaent  to 
Mosley's  cause,  despite  often 
difficult  personal  dram- 
stares. 

Won  her  tudnd  wss  taken 
may  in  handcuffs  for  detertion 
wlthnu:  charge  or  trial  in  19(0, 
their  home  mb  numbed  by  gangs 
of  feds.  She  and  her  baby  vh£ 
to  live  with  amther  —fag 
those  home  received  similar 
treatment.  Wre  he  In  Urn  ter, 
detained,  de  accepted  legal 
responlhillty  for  his  four 
children  aged  from  five  to 
twelve.  With  no  iname  she  had 
to  fight  the  RUlc  Assistance 
Board, the  fton  Board  af  Guard- 
iaw  und  SLouf^i  Council, 
ultimately  redevlng  thirty 
fiitll  ings  a  week  to  keep  the 


Juno  fly  Oun  Oft  V,  W/  TH 

the  Leader  j  | 

7i2S&?Z&. 


frmtlly  of  six,  which  was  paid 
with  regular  harasaiEat. 

Slough  Condi  tried  to  evict 
her  bit  the  local  polite,  who 
knew  ha-  worth,  intervened  and 
put  a  stop  to  it. 

After  the  war,  she  ms  not 
dag'iud  fra#  selling  Artim 


on  tne  streets,  despite  she  and 
Rose  Prondte,  Union  Mjvumt's 
ftitioml  Uknrms  Organiser,  being 
bnXally  attacked  by  Reds  Uillst 
selling  tie  paper  in  TVafalgar 
Square. 

Tb  the  nary  of  Flo  Elliott 

we  dedicate  this  article. 


Chelsea  and  once  wrote  In 
Action:  "toe  you  ever 
heard  the  dying  crying  in 
the  trenches?  That  is  why 
I  fight  far  British  ttiion." 

A  highlight  of  the  1936 
Canp  at  Pryors  Farm, Pagham, 
was  the  flight  of  an  air¬ 
craft  along  the  coastline 
and  over  the  canp  trailing 
the  Circle  S  Flash  and  the 
word  "K3SLEY",  piloted  by 
M.l.O.  Peter  Symea.  Later, 
quite  a  stir  was  caused  in 
nearbye  Bognor  when  many  of 
the  calipers  swelled  the 
ranks  of  the  local  branch 
in  a  march  through  the  torn 
headed  by  Mosley  and  Oonrr- 
ander  C  E  Hudson,  the  Dist¬ 


rict  Officer  for  Bognor. 

The  1937  camps  were  held 
for  the  month  of  August  at 
Selsey  in  a  field  bordering 
the  West  Beach  just  beyond 
the  Windmill.  Ch  the  last 
weekend  The  Leader  was  pre¬ 


sented  with  a  new  MS  Sports 
Qir  paid  far  by  members , 
which  he  afterwards  trav¬ 
elled  around  Britain  an  his 
speaking  tours. 

Ch  this  occasion, the  Lon¬ 
don  Drum  Corps  ted  a  rival 
in  the  iorm  of  a  Scottish 
Pipers  tend  led  by  Sir 
Archibald  ftamilton.  Organ¬ 


iser  of  the  local  Selsey 
British  Union  Group.  There 
was  also  a  camp  newspaper, 
Selsey  Bilge,  whose  irrev¬ 
erent  articles  seem  to  have 
escaped  the  BU  censor I 

But  all  too  soon  many  of 
those  present  were  to  taste 
camus  of  a  different  kind, 
Britten's  concentration 
camps  at  York,  Huyton,  Ascot 
and  the  Isle  of  Min  when, in 
1940,  detention  without 
charge  or  trial  was  irgxeaed 
to  silence  the  mouths  of 
those  who  the  Old  System 
feared  most  -  those  who  ted 
tried  to  prevent  the  war 
that  led  to  Britain's 
decline. 

As  they  sat  in  the  oold 
and  darkness  of  wartime  im¬ 
prisonment,  did  the  thoughts 
jf  those  ter  off  sun-filled 
days  warm  the  spirit  and 
brighten  their  hopes  for 
the  future? 

Did  the  veteran  Qxnmnder 


Hudson,  OBE.RD.raiR.Rtd. ,who 
became  Gimp  Leader  at  Huy- 
tan,  ponder  on  his  Bognor 
March  with  Mosley  by  his 
side? 

And  as  hla  health  later 


deteriorated  as  a  result  of 


his  detention,  leading  bo 


his  death,  did  he  score  the 


tidans  who  had  awarded 


him  this 


country 


_  COMRADE 
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Action  contributor.  22  Jtowt  1955 

BMjttMl  **rrrnll  jkfclttofc  Uhlan  Hattmii  Organiser  4  offlcUl  historian.  hie  j6O50ua3“i 

ettfc  Hauler  at  Sheffield  LhlvwaityjiBB  British  hall  t  teal  Priaanar:Uhion - tit  at  47. 

_  15  togt  1988 

erf  5  bllng  Blackshirt  bnXtm:ltt  tolltical  Prlanr  in  krltlrfi  concentration  ca^  rfan 
brother  n  t  Mi  Oa mm  concentration  cbb?  star*  ha  died  1a  1942.  2  ^  1965 
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1tan»trf»  4  King's  Lynn  iht cw,  ft* l— at .  Mnat  1946 
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In  actixzi  Crete: author  at  Pita  Atfcdxal  to  Ckhin  Bor.  13  August  1971 
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Reservations 


<11  legal  lrndgratlon  Into  the  Ohlted  Kingdom  1b,  by  Its  very  nature.  lapoBslhle  to  quantify 


but  experts  believe  that  as  many  as  one  million  people  living  hare  have  no  legal  right] 
to  do  so  V "  ~  -  •  ■  ■  =-:  -  —  - - "  -  ' 


-  Historian  Andrew  Roberts,  telly  Kri  1 ,  11 


19% 


*  Mounting  public  fury  9  —  Smfay  Express,  Hath  12  1995 

< Alarm  la  growing  In  Whitehall  about  Immigration. .  .Rina  out  of  ten 
applications  far  political  asylim  are  uxr/inq  false,  yet  applicants 
can  claim  inoome  support,  housing  benefit  and  council  tax  support: 
totalling  El 00  a  week*  -  IMlyMril.  thr  29  1995 


The  long  road  of  political  cowardice, 
cover-up  and  chicanery  about 


Britain  now  a  racketeers’  paradise 


By  ROBERT  ROW 


IT  I£NG  IAST  Britain  £aoes  the  full  acnsequendes 
/Vof  1  migration,  with  too  little  dene  by  govern¬ 
ments  to  chedc  it.  All  the  lwgislaHm  by  Tbry  and 
labour  govemaents  haw  been  riddled  with  loopholes 
through  which  the  inrush  poured.  Now  the  ill  ti  ante 
problem  is  with  us,  illegal  innrigration,  which  is 
out  of  hand.  let  it  he  remembered  that  it  was  Mosley 
and  hU  Onion  Movement  that  first  warned  against  the 
Hip  problem  and  garc  Hip  answer:  -TAM*  all  further 


I 


Irani  graticn.  KtoflRIME  the  iaaigrants 

Let  us  recall  sane  his¬ 
tory.  The  problem  start¬ 
ed  in  1943  when  a  labour 
government  moved  through 
its  British  Nationality 
Act  which  gave  every 
citizen  of  the  Garmon  - 
wealth  the  same  national¬ 
ity  rights  as  the  Brit¬ 
ish.  It  also  gave  them 
every  right  to  enter  and 
settle  in  the  United 
Kingdon.  There  were  then 
about  800  million  living 
in  Cbrmonwealth  lands.  If 
they  had  all  cane  to  Bri¬ 
tain  to  claim  their 
rights  this  island  would 
have  sank  below  the  waves 
under  the  weight  of 
humanity. 

Fortunately  it  did  not 
happen  but  it  started  the 
immigrant  rush  from  the 
West  Indies.  This  was 
speeded  up  in  1951  when 
the  same  labour  government 


bought  over  1,000,000  tons 
of  sugar  from  Cuba  in  what 
was  known  as  the  "Black 
Pact".  The  British  market 


government  made  no 
changes  whatever,  and  Irani  - 
gration  rose  to  a  flood. 

Mosley ' s  chn 1 I  enge 

m  1953  Mosley  threw  dewn 
the  challenge  to  the  Tbr- 
ies.  STCP  Irani gratian ,  START 
repatriating  the  Irani  grants 
by  creating  jobs  far  them 
at  hone  by  guaranteeing 
West  Indian  suppliers  tep 
priority  in  the  British 
sugar  narket.  He  followed 
this  up  in  1959  by  standing 
for  Parliament  in  North 
Kensington  in  the  General 
Election.  He  did  not  suc¬ 
ceed  but  the  size  of  his 
vote  shook  the  political 
establishment.  ttecMilian 
Prime  Minister  and 


was  now 


Williamson 


MI5  ‘killed 

Lawrence 

of  Arabia’ 

'  <?-**** 

Dally  Btpressuuly  3 


Lawrence 


THE  claim  that  First  World  War  desert  hero  IAWKBO! 


of  Arabia  was  assassinated  in  ftoy  1935  by  Ml  5  because 


of  his  'Fascist  sympathies'  has  been  published  by  the 


telly  Express. 


Lawrence  died  when  his  1 ,000cc  Brough  Superior  mot¬ 
orcycle  crashed  near  his  hone  at  Bovington, Dorset  af¬ 
ter  he  sent  a  telegram  to  his  friend,  writer  Henry 
Williamson  arranging  to  meet  him  the  following  day. 
Author  of  the  now  celebrated  Tbrka  the  Otter,  'HW' 
was  a  dedicated  supporter  of  Sir  Oswald  Mosley. 
_ _  Him  to  fage  2 
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ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


was  glutted  with  sugar,  our 
traditional  West  Indian 
suppliers  were  crowded  out, 
and  tens  of  thousands  of 
West  Indians  came  bo  Brit¬ 
ain  far  jabs  as  mass  unem¬ 
ployment  spread  in  their 
hone  lands .  No  matter  that 
Labour  then  lost  the  1951 
General  Election  to  the 
Tbries  under  Churchill.  The 
new 


AITOtSg/L  Unci:  RAF  39  Sq: 
rlnun  EnXO^  ftnmn  ern- 
*ojr  off  Dtrfdrk: 

V  HF  TSmnd:  (HD 
Black  Ifam  MW, 


1935;  bru  hji  of 
Ardrrv.fltF,  killed 
RAF  1937,4  of  Hw- 
Jorte.BF.  Ifam 
DO  4  ;ai  of  Oauikr  AltJn 
m  4  HFillra  In  Duddik  Du 
7  July  I%I 


MUS.Sbr  JUn  Bull:  RE:25:  W 


lads  IHUfi  Ikrim:  cssildnte 
local  Electlm : ile^ntdi  rlrkr 
killed  In  axldnic  H— ajl 
RAF  SCatlm  after  &ridik  cr- 
ociatim:  Ilea  In  St  Ond 


QiaUifil.lhmaell,  Lines. 


a  July  rao 


Wlillai  Ha*niV:l 


Field  Otcsstng  Stntim  RAC; 
llnpool  WtUi  Ikdmrkt  llpd 
In  action  rknsdy:  :  Lies  In 
Manilla  Ha-  Qaun. 


19  July  194A 


WLHI.Sg  Htrfiml  THdcr'i  lW 


Stjdn;  I.IjrAnnr  Rrle- 
Wt  Urkn:  23  :  missing  Brsien 
nperatlcn:Rui«i6nal  Rmraedc 


Air  Rate  ffemrlalZ7  Jbly  1962 


by  1962  he  carried  through 
the  first  of  the  '  Irani  gra¬ 
tian 1  acts. 

It  was  boo  little  and  too 


late. 

Nothing  short  of  Mosley's 
radical  action  would  be 
effective  now,  but  the  Ttar- 
ies  lost  the  1965  General 
Election  to  Labour  and  aid¬ 
er  Prime  Minister  Harold 
Wilson  imiugrati.cn  meunted 
hitler.  It  became  such  a 


Tbry 


burning  question  that  &ioch 
Rowell  abandoned  the  flabby 
attitude  bo  mike  his 
cn  "the  River  Tiber 
foaming  with  nnch  blood" . 
Whereupon  Tbry  leader  Bd- 
ward  Heath  sacked  him 


fran  his  front  bench  team. 
Rwell,  who  was  vulnerable 
because  when  he  was  Mac¬ 
Millan's  Health  Secretary 
had  recruited  thousands  of 
Black  nurses  fran  the  Vtest 


Him  to  Fhfie 
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LAWRENCE  —  ‘accident’ witness  shot  himself 


continued  from 


The  claims  are  nade  by 
Corset  historian  Rodney 
Legg  who  is  writing  a  book 
on  the  subject,  and  he 
suggests  that  new  evidence 
shows  that  vital  clues 
linking  the  'accident' 
were  suppressed, and  that  a 
mysterious  black  car  re¬ 
ported  to  have  been  seen, 
was  in  fact  an  Ml  5  vehicle 
and  it  knocked  Lawrence 
off  his  bike. 

The  verdict  at  the  in¬ 
quest  held  at  Bovington 
Military  Hospital, was  acc¬ 
idental  death  after  con¬ 
cluding  that  Lawrence  was 
speeding  when  he  collided 
with  two  boys  in  bicycles. 

According  to  Mr  Legg, the 
jury  were  never  told  that 
flakes  af  black  paint  had 
been  found  an  the  peetrol 
tank  and  handlebars  of  the 
motorcycle  after  the 
crash.  This  has  been  re¬ 
vealed  in  a  letter  to  Law¬ 
rence  scholar  Onlin  Gca- 
han,  a  oolleagoe  of  Rodney 
Legg,  frm  Carry  Brough, 
widow  of  the  Motorcycle's 
designer.  9>e  said  her 
husband  had  found  the 
black  pwint-  during  his  af¬ 
ter  crash  examination,  and 
was  pressurised  not  to 
mention  this  at  the  In- 


refused 


ive  ed¬ 


it  is  claimed  the  in¬ 
vestigation  was  not  led  by 
local  police,  txit  by  off¬ 
icials  from  London  who 
threw  a  security  net 
around  Bovington. 

"Even  the  parents  of  one 
of  the  boys  were  not  all¬ 
owed  to  see  him  for  three 
days  after  the  accident. . . 
He  can  only  imagine  what 
the  boys  were  being  told 
during  that  time"  said 
the  "Express"  quoting  Mr 
legg. 

One  inquest  witness , 
Private  Chtchpole  from 
Bovington  Camp,  reported 
seeing  a  black  car  at  the 
scene.lt  was  frm  the  army 
camp  that  Lawrence,  who 
onoe  served  there  in  the 
Tbnk  Qorps,  was  riding  to 
his  nearby  cottage,  Church 
Hill.  He  had  gone  there  to 
send  off  his  telegram  to 
Henry  Williamson. 

Private  Ca 


enoes  surround 
that  he 


HENRY  WTTJ.TAMfm  (Tfelegran:  13  May  1935) 

Lunch  Tuesday  wet  fine  aottage  ere  mile  north 
Bovington  Gmp  _ SBAH 


these  was  unorthodox  Max¬ 
well  Knight  who  fran  what 
is  now  known  would  seem 
capable  of  'arranging'  the 
exercise. 

During  the  last  war , 
homosexual  Maxwell  Knight, 
'the  Man  who  was  M1  -  ran 
his  Ml  5  section  as  his  own 
personal  ' fiefdrm'  and  em¬ 
ployed  same  very  dubious 
characters  and  agent-prov¬ 
ocateurs  in  what  was  in 
fact  a  'dirty  tricks  brig¬ 
ade.  He  also  maintained 
contact  with  William' Joyce 
whan  he  had  known  when 
both  were  in  Rotha  Lin  tern 
Orman's  British  Fascists 
in  the  1920s.  He  is  also 
suspected  in  August  1939 
of  tipping  off  Joyce  that 
the  original  Defence  Regu¬ 
lation  18B  was  to  be 
implemented  and  his  arrest 
was  iminent,  precipatating 
Joyce's  flight  to  Germany. 

He  was  also  the  instiga¬ 
tor  of  some  questionable 
actions  leading  to  the 
arrest  of  USA  Embassy  cy¬ 
pher  clerk  Tyler  Kent, lat¬ 
er  Imprisoned  far  treason, 
a  case  which  a  number  of 
questions  unanswered.  His 
credability  was  finally 
undermined  when  the  gov¬ 
ernment  vrere  forced  to  re¬ 
lease  the  imprisoned  ex- 
Labour  Party  and  Peace 
campaigner  Ben  Green  after 
Knight's  agent-provocateur 
Ha  raid  Kurtz  was  proved  to 
have  passed  an  false  in¬ 
formation  about  him. 

We  also  now  know  that 
come  the  war  and  after, the 
British  Security  Services 
were  riddled  with  so- 
called  anti-fascists  such 
as  Anthony  Blunt,  Burgess, 
MacLean  to  name  a  few,  who 
in  reality  dedicate  Soviet 
'moles'  peddling  Britain's 
secrets  to  the  Kremlin. 
ted  the  rot  already  start¬ 
ed  in  1935? 

But  there  were  others 
who  would  have  wished  to 
see  the  removal  of  Law¬ 
rence  as  a  head  of  intell- 
gence.  In  1935  the  Pales¬ 
tine  Arabs  were  beginning 
to  revolt  against  tte  in¬ 
creased  entry  of  European 
Jews,  many  of  them  ind- 
dently  with  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  Nazi  Germany  who 
far  their  own  racial  reas¬ 
ons  were  in  favour  of  a 


Lawrence  astride  his 
Brough  Superior 

later  shot  himself"! 

"You  cannot  consider  the 
investigation  into  Law¬ 
rence’s  crash  as  an  ordin¬ 
ary  piece  of  policing . . • 
Its  controllers  were  the 
nation's  political  police¬ 
men  and  what  was  revealed, 
apart  from  Private  Chtch- 
poLes  evidence,  *es  simply 
what  the  authorities  wish¬ 
ed  to  be  known",  quoting 
Mr  Legg. 

It  had  been  runoured 
that  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  Lawrence  was  head¬ 
ing  a  review  panel  consid¬ 
ering  the  reconstruction 
of  the  intelligence  serv¬ 
ices,  a  story  that  the 
historian  confirms, the  ev¬ 
idence  of  which  is  "held 
in  secrecy  at  the  Rhodes 
House  Library ,  Oxford . 

"But",  says  Mr  Le^,  "he 
wag  Ulan  under  observation 
by  Ml  5,  one  of  the  organ¬ 
isations  he  was  due  to 
head, as  he  Iwvwb  drawn  to 
Hip  range  of  the  Fbsdsts" 
but  after  his  death  all 
plans  to  centralise  Brit- 
ains  counter-intelligence 
agencies  were  dropped. 
'Not  an  accident' 

-  1930s  mnour 

There  was  strong  specu¬ 
lation  throughout  the  late 
1930s,  that  the  official 
story  of  the  'accident' 
was  a  government  cover-up, 
and  given  Lawrence's  back¬ 
ground,  involved  in  the 
shady  world  of  intelli¬ 
gence.  After  60  years  the 
evidence  which  Mr  Legg  new 
provides  would  seem  to 
confirm  this,  and  that 
Britain's  World  War  hero 
was  in  fact  assassinated. 
But  by  Ml  5? 

MIS  in  1935  only  had  a 
handful  of  active  opera¬ 
tives.  However,  one  of 


Jewish  Palestine.  Simul¬ 
taneously,  powerful  Zion¬ 
ist  pressures  in  Britain 
and  from  USA  for  a  Jewish 
homeland  were  increasing. 
With  Lawrence,  friend  of 
the  Arabs,  holding  a  power 
base  in  British  government 
be  thought  to  have  tipped 
the  scales? 

Rodney  Legg  appears  to 
believe  that  Henry  Will¬ 
iamson  was  arranging  for 
Lawrence  to  meet  Hitler, 
"a  meeting  that  Ml  5  oould 
not  sanction."  This,  as 
distinct  from  the  author's 
researched  evidenoe,  seems 
to  be  speculation  arising 
from  HW's  admiration  for 
the  ex-front  line  soldier 
Adolf  Hitler  of  the  1930s, 
for  what  he  had  then  done 
for  the  German  people,  a 
view  for  which  Williamson 
has  been  ostracised  by  the 
political  establishment 
even  beyond  his  death. 

It  is  indeed  doubtful 
that  in  1935  he  oould  have 
arranged  this  meeting.  It 
was  not  until  August  1939 
that  Henry  Williamson  felt 
himself  creditable  enough 
to  feel  he  oould  meet  Hit¬ 
ler  and  try  and  persuade 
him,  as  one  ex-front  line 
soldier  to  another,  and 
ask  him  not  to  march 
against  Boland,  an  idea 
from  which  he  was  dissuad¬ 
ed  by  Mosley  with  his  "I 
am  afraid  its  too  late  to 
try  and  see  Hitler.  The 
curtain  is  down." 

What  Henry  Williamson 
was  to  meet  Lawrence  about 
at  the  meeting  which  did 
take  place  was  to  seek  his 
approval  for  him  to  speak 
on  the  same  platform  as 
Mosley  at  the  Albert  Hall, 
to  try  and  halt  what  he 
saw  as  the  drift  to  anoth¬ 
er  tragic  war  with  Germ¬ 
any,  an  idea  which  he  yet 
to  put  to  Mosley. 

Mbs  Lawrence  of  Arabia  a 
piipnfial  recruit  far  Mos¬ 
ley?  Henry  Williamson  be¬ 
lieved  so,  and  the  timing, 
Lawrence  having  just  re¬ 
tired  fran  the  RAF  approp¬ 
riate.  Another  close 
friend  of  both,  soldier- 
poet  and  writer  Robert 
Graves  would  appear  to  be¬ 
lieve  this  to  be  a  possib¬ 
ility  having  been  quoted 
that  Lawrence  "would  have 
found  the  temptation  to 
strong  political  action 
1 1-reg-t  stahle"! 

We  await  Mr  Logo's  book 
with  interest. 
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How  close  was  Lawrence  to  the  BUF? 

Judge  from  his  obituary,  first  used 
in  The  Blackshirt.  May  24  1935 

T.  E.  LAWRENCE:  in  memoriam 

By  •‘LUCIFER” 


Lawrence  has  been  compared  to  Drake 
and  Raleigh.  The  comparison  is  inappro¬ 
priate.  It  fails  to  focus  the  complex  of  his 
character  and  misses  altogether  the  sym¬ 
bolic  content  of  his  life.  Certainly  his  war 
achievement  was  the  greatest  individual 
adventure  since  Clive’s.  His  actions  have 
already  become  a  saga  for  the  youth  of 
Britain. 

Military  writers,  competent  to  form  an 
opinion,  regard  him  as  a  genius  of  the  art 
of  war  worthy  to  rank  among  the  great 
captains  of  history.  Before  he  was  thirty 
he  had  won  a  very  special  place  among 
the  heroes  of  England.  It  happened  also 
that  this  soldier,  this  paladin  of  fabulous 
adventures,  was  a  profound  scholar  who 
held  the  respect  of  the  most  learned  men 
of  his  generation. 

And  he  was  a  master  of  English  prose 
to  a  degree  which  is  very  rare  in  scholars. 
His  record  of  the  Arab  revolt — •'*  The  Seven 
Pillars  of  Wisdom  ” — is  one  of  the  finest 
works  in  the  English  language — a  monu¬ 
ment  of  rugged  and  surpassing  beauty. 


Lawrcnca  of  Arabia. 


No  Englishman  since  Raleigh  has  com¬ 
bined  with  such  superb  facility  the 
qualities  of  action  and  reflection.  But 
Lawrence  towered  above  the  volatile 
Elizabethan.  Lawrence  lived  his  thoughts. 

Raleigh,  who  was  not  shallow,  turned 
his  back  on  the  truths  he  saw  with  the  gal¬ 
lant  gesture  of  the  swashbuckler.  The 
eyes  of  Lawrence  penetrated  the  outer 
ranges  of  existence.  “  The  Seven  Pillars  " 
is  the  testament  of  a  tortured  spirit 

Lawrence  rises  up  as  the  Promethean 
type  of  the  modem  world.  He  is  the  man 
of  action  exploring  the  deserts  of  the  ulti¬ 
mate  void.  The  man  of  action  who  does  not 
reflect  goes  down  to  his  grave  with  a  grunt 
The  philosopher,  incapable  of  expressing 
thought  in  action,  passively  accepts  what 
he  sees  of  the  future.  Lawrence,  with  his 
desperate  energy,  faced  his  thoughts  as  he 
had  faced  battle.  And  he  was  original 
enough  and  courageous  enough  to  live  out 
his  thoughts. 

The  romantic  dreamer,  the  scholar,  the 
legendary  hero  of  the  desert  tribes,  threw 
himself  into  the  modem  world  and  lived 
through  it  with  a  zest.  It  was  appropriate 
that  this  symbolic  man  should  meet  his 
death  in  a  motor-cycle  accident  In  his  own 
words,  he  looked  on  the  conquest  of  the  air 
as  “  the  one  big  job  left  for  this  generation 
to  do.”  Aircraftman  Shaw  became  a  unit 
in  the  Royal  Air  Force,  and  made  his  mark 
in  the  most  technical  of  modem  services. 

The  world,  of  course,  could  not  and 
would  not  understand  him.  Rumours,  and 
then  gibes  and  sneers,  accumulated  round 
his  name.  It  is  pleasing  to  the  little  men 
to  belittle  everything  to  that  littleness 
which  they  themselves  possess.  Lawrence 
was  a  man  who  might  easily  have  mas¬ 
tered  the  material  world.  Honours  and 
position  were  his  for  the  asking. 

The  splendours  of  Marlborough,  the 
wealth  of  Clive,  might  in  the  passing  years 
have  fallen  to  “  the  little  donnish  man  ”  in 
his  Dorsetshire  cottage.  But  here  Law¬ 
rence  achieved  his  ultimate  greatness — the 
complete  repudiation  of  materialism.  No 
wonder  they  began  to  sneer  when  they 
found  that  they  could  neither  exploit  nor 


Unknown  Blackshirt 
lost  at  sea 

IN  HES  "Today  Newspaper" 
oolmn,  JOE  HAINES  said 
that  his  second  cousin 
was  a  Blackshirt  who 
joined  the  Navy  when 
war  broke  out,  and  soon 
became  a  fatal  casualty. 
Is  he  an  British  Chian's 
Roll  of  Honour?  E.W. 
He  certainly  should  be. 


ilettebs 

We  asked  Mr  Haines,  one¬ 
time  Press  Secretary  to 
Harold  Wilscn  to  help. 

He  declined  as  he  does 
not  believe  that  the 
cousin's  family  "would 
wish  his  name  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  your  list  of 
war  deed". 

. '  So  why  say  it  in  the 
first  place?  His  news¬ 
paper  is  not  noted  far 


being  fussy  on  privacy, 
and  if  he  could  find  a 
Mosley  man  who  had  died 
ignobly, and  could  be 
used  to  condemn  British 
Dbion,even  after  50-odd 
years,  I  wager  he  would 
not  be  so  reluctant. 

His  cousin  will  go  on 
the  Roll  of  Honour. Like 
"The  ttaknown  Soldier", 
j just  "The  Unknown 
Bladcshirt".  Hi. 


BUF  GEORDIELAND  (3)  postponed  to  next  issue 


fawn  upon  him.  For  without  making  a 
speech  or  writing  a  word,  the  insignificant 
man  on  the  motor-bike  had  challenged  all 
the  values  of  the  modem  world.  Of  his 
early  travels  in  the  East  he  said,  “  My  pov¬ 
erty  let  me  leam  the  masses  from  whom 
the  wealthy  traveller  was  cut  off  by  his 
money  and  attendants.”  He  lived  always 
so  as  a  unit  of  “  the  mass  ” — poor  and  un¬ 
assuming  and  friendly — and  he  earned  the 
rare  luxury  of  understanding. 

No  man  has  ever  led  a  life  more  full  For 
he  explored  the  past,  conquered  the  pre¬ 
sent,  and  confronted  the  future — seeking  in 
the  Air  Force  the  answer  to  the  disturbing 
doubts  of  the  philosophic  schools.  Future 
generations  will  probably  regard  Law¬ 
rence's  last  years  as  his  most  significant. 
But  it  was  his  fame  as  a  soldier  and  his 
distinction  as  a  scholar  which  gave  to  his 
challenge itsdeadlyeffectiveness,  and  trans¬ 
muted  it  into  that  really  religious  inspira¬ 
tion  which  is  the  meaning  of  this  man  of 
action  who  expressed  with  such  superb 
artistry  the  results  of  his  reflection.  - 

Henrv  Williamson 
Centenary 

IT  WAS  TIMELY  that  historian  Rodney 
Legg's  IAWRQCE  story  was  published 
the  day  after  Radio  3's  Sunday  Fteat 
ure  broadcast  "The  Trials  of  Henry 
Williamson,  the  young  and  old  Henry 
played  by  Tim  Pigott-Snith  and 
Michael  Gaff,  and  following  a  2- 
page  feature  an  Henry  by  Anne  de 
Cburcy  in  the  Cbily  Mail  Weekend. 

She  describes  Henry's  "Thrka  the 
Otter"  as  "one  of  the  best  loved 
books  of  all  time",  and  quotes 
Order  of  Merit  authors  Thomas  Hardy 
and  John  Galsworthy  -  that  Henry 
had  "written  more  classics  than 
anybody  in  Ebgland  at  this  time". 

But  no  order  of  Merit,  with  which 
most  writers  of  quality  have  been 
honoured,  for  Henry  Williamson.  It 
was  thought  by  many  of  his  oontemp- 
ories  that  by  his  80th  birthday, 
the  year  before  he  was  to  die,  the 
Establishment's  vengeance  for  his 
life-long  support  for  Mosley,  of 
whan  he  said  "When  he  is  dead. 

And  I  hope  I  will  be  dead,  too", 
and  for  his  one-time  admiration 
of  Hitler,  vculd  have  expired 
after  seme  sixty  years,  and  his 
work  recognised. 

But  in  this  petty  Ehgland  of  the 
late  20th  century  it  oould  not  be. 
According  to  Anne  de  Cburcy,  writer 
Gerrald  tXirrell  put  forward  Henry's 
name  to  Prime  Minister  Harold 
Wilson  who  "flatly  turned  it  dewn". 

But  Henry  Williamson  needed  not 
an  official  honour  to  preserve  the 
memory  of  his  life's  work.  In  this 
his  Clentenary  Year,  his  merit  as  a 
writer  and  as  a  man  is  being  recog¬ 
nised  by  a  growing  number  of  those 
who  search  for  something  more  In 
life  than  the  soul-destroying 
materia lism  of  today. 
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IMMIGRATION:  Rhetoric,  rackets,  and  Reality 


continued  from  1 

Indies  far  his  N.H.S.  hosp¬ 
itals,  then  contented  him¬ 
self  with  warning  that  inm- 
gration  numbers  mist  inevi¬ 
tably  increase  by  "natural 
methods".  He  did  not  demand 
repatriation  and  was  vague 
about  closing  the  door. 

Immigration  took  another 
upward  surge  when  Labour 
lost  the  1970  General  Elec¬ 
tion  and  Heath  became  Prime 
Minister.  In  1971  Ida  Amin 
seized  power  in  Uganda  and 
confiscated  Asian  business¬ 
es  and  shops  and  Asians 
started  to  flee.  At  first 
the  Indian  government  off¬ 
ered  them  shelter  but  up 
got  pious  new  Home  Secret¬ 
ary  Robert  Chrr  saying  that 
Britain  had  the  solemn 
"duty"  to  take  them  in.  An¬ 
other  Tbry  Minister  Peter 
Walker  called  on  ever/ 
church  in  the  land  to  shel¬ 
ter  an  Asian  family  from 
Uganda.  Very  abruptly  the 
exodus  from  Uganda  changed 
course  towards  British 
shares  where  they  had  imn 
ediate  access  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  state.  Nothing  like 
this  far  them  in  India! 

In  its  turn  the  Heath 
government  was  swept  away 
due  to  the  miner’s  strike, 
Labour  winning  the  1974 
General  Election  and  Harold 
Wilson  was  in  far  a  second 
innings.  He  resigned  in 
1976  and  was  succeeded  by 
James  Chllaqfaan,  but  noth¬ 
ing  changed  except  the  imm¬ 
igration  inflow.  A  year 
later  the  Tories  dumped 
Heath  as  leader  and  Mrs 
Thatcher  was  launched  an 
her  sensational  rise  assis¬ 
ted  by  enormous  media  pub¬ 
licity.  She  let  it  be 
known  she  would  bring  great 
changes,  and  when  she  said 
that  many  people  were 
afraid  of  being  "swamped  by 
immigration"  the  gullible 
ones  assumed  she  would  at 
last  do  something  about  it, 
a  masterly  use  of  the  old 
confidence  trick.  Thus  in 
the  1 979  General  Election 
she  got  the  considerable 
anti-immigrant  vote,  but 
also  much  of  the  immigrant 
vote  as  well  -  by  barn¬ 
storming  through  the  now 
considerable  Asian  areas  in 
a  bright  blue  sari  and  much 
use  of  Hindustani  slogans. 

In  September  last  in  the 
Dally  Mr  Peter  Ttam- 

kirts,  who  had  served  40 
years  in  the  Immigration 
Service,  the  last  ten  as 
its  head,  stated  "Pie  fig¬ 
ures  are  being  massaged, 


*When  Prime  Minister  Mrs  Thatcher  said  in  1979 
that  many  people  were  afraid  of  being 
"Swamped  by  immiffratinn"* 


If  she’d  been 
White? 


PE  recent:  case  of  Fks  Joy  Gard¬ 
ner,  who  died  resisting  effrais 
to  deport  ter,  firmed  again  that 
the  faarmine  is  not  serious 
about  immigration.  For  six  years 
it  did  little  about  departing 
ha-  although  ie  had  no  legal 
right  to  lire  here. 

It  all  began  in  1987  when 
she  cane  from  Jamaica  as  a  visit¬ 
or  for  six  months,  and  wtai  due 
to  return  disappeared.  It  appear¬ 
ed  she  trade  a  nnrriage  of  conven¬ 
ience  which  soon  fell  apart  and 
thus  no  right  to  stay  in  Ikicain. 
in  Etitain. 

Pie  authorities  however,  caught 
151  with  her  in  October  1990  and 
their  sml-like  proceed!  ire  to 
depart  her  began.  She  wos  told  to 
leave  Etitain  but  took  no  notice, 
as  she  did  when  interviewed  by 
-MiiHigmt  inti  ,iff Ir^y*^  two  months 
later.  In  April  1991  die  applied 
to  have  her  case  reviewed.  Piis 
was  rejected  but  die  still  trade 


no  atmiyt  to  go  heme,  it  was  not 
until  October  1991  that  she  ves 
served  with  an  official  "intent¬ 
ion  to  depart". 

Her  appeal  against  this  notice 
was  rejected  in  February  1992.  By 
now,  the  whole  business  of  re¬ 
turning  her  to  Jamaica  was  being 
conducted  like  an  elaborate  dance 
which  had  to  go  the  fell  dis¬ 
tance. 

In  the  sinner  of  1992  the  auth¬ 
orities  booked  her  cn  a  one-way 
flight  hate,  for  which,  true  to 
form,  she  did  not  turn  up, and  •he 
tumbling  went  cn.  It  was  not  in- 
til  July  1993  -  six  years  since 
she  arrived,  that  the  police  arr¬ 
ived  at  her  flat  to  depart  her.  A 
violent  struggle  took  place  and 
she  collapsed,  dying  in  hospital 
four  days  later. 

No  tender  there  is  now  a  huge 
populntim  of  illegal  immigrants 
dm  t-hi  s  is  how  just  <re  case 
ins  handled. 

HI  ark  Labour  IF  Benue  Grant 
and  his  'hard  left'  friends  turn¬ 
ed  Mrs  Gardner  into  a  political 
crusade.  Pris  was  too  great  a 
strain  for  Fblice  Ccxmdssirmer 
Ondm.He  panicked, suspended  the 


police  officers  involved, stopped 
further  deportations  and  issued 
'sadness  and  regret'  statements 
non-stop. 

Far  worse,  he  washed  his  hands 
of  the  case,  and  three  police 
officers  far  well  over  a  year 
faced  manslaughter  charges.  Ohce 
they  would  have  had  the  whole 
Metropolitan  Fblice  behind  them 
but  not  today  under  Cmmia3icner 
Condon.  They  had  orders  to  deport 
a  violent  varan,  but  as  soon  as 
it  went  wrong  they  were  or  their 
own. 

It  seeiE  that  London  police 
officers, trying  to  uphold  the 
law  in  today's  violent  society, 
can  no  longer  rely  cn  the  hack¬ 
ing  of  their  own  Gainrissicner 
when  things  go  accidently  wrong, 
particularly  if  'ethnic  minori¬ 
ties’  are  involved. 

Indeed,  it  is  doubtful  that  the 
officers  would  have  been  charged 
if  Mrs  Gardner  had  been  white. 

•l&e  Grnnrissicner  has  now  dis¬ 
covered  the  facts  of  life  and 
announced  that  hlack  youths  are 
largely  responsible  for  tagging, 
otherwise  robbery  with  violence. 


with  the  real  people  sett¬ 
ling  in  tli is  country  from 

overseas _ spectacularly 

hither  than  the  Heme  Office 
would  have  us  believe.  My 
firm  ht»Hef  is  that  in  rec¬ 
ent  years,  at  the  conserva¬ 
tive  estimate,  they  have 
been  running  at  more  than 
double  the  official  level. 

Ministers  amply  cite  in 
the  1960  total  of  around 
70,000  as  an  example  have 
brought  the  tally  down  to 
last  year's  55,500.  My  own 
cstiimtes  tell  a  different 
story  and  are  capable  of 
standing  up  to  any  scrut¬ 
iny.  They  show  that  more 
than  58,000  people  should 
be  added  to  that  1993  total 
of  55,500.  These  58,000 
people,  undisclosed  and  un¬ 
accounted  far,  oanprise  twra 
categories". 

First,  said  Ttamkins, there 
were  about  40,000  illegal 
intni  grants  who  were  not 
apprehended.  Second  were 
the  asylum  seekers. In  1993, 
22,400  applied  for  asylum 
in  Britain  but  only  15  per 
cent  were  given  leave  to 
stay  -  18,000  asylum  seek¬ 
ers  in  Britain  in  that  year 
who  should  not  be  here  "and 
staild  be  removed" .  But 


lllce  the  illegal  immi- 
grants  they  simply  dis¬ 
appeared  "melting  into  seme 
local  community  among  their 
f ellow-oouiitrvnBn" . 

Thus  if  40,000  illegals 
plus  118,000  asylun-seekers 
who  should  not  be  here,  are 
added  to  the  55,000  accept¬ 
ed  immigrants,  plus  their 
dependents,  in  just  that 
one  year,  this  added  up 
tells  a  very  different  pic¬ 
ture  from  the  Tbry  story 
that  inmigration  is  no  lon¬ 
ger  a  problem.  Ttmkins  did 
not  say  hew  long  this 
had  gone  on,  beyond  "recent 
years".  I  would  say  longer 
than  that.  Mrs  Thatcher  wen 
her  1979  election  with  some 
bare-faced  trickery  and  her 
whole  immigration  policy 
since  had  been  one  great 
bag  of  tricks. 

On  the  other  bag  of 
tricks,  illegal  inmigra¬ 
tion,  Peter  Tomkins  drew  an 
his  long  experience  to  out¬ 
line  its  rackets:  "Sane  av¬ 
oid  immigration  controls 
completely  by  being  hidden 
in  container  lorries. 
Bringing  then  in  is  big  1 
business.  Others  go  through: 
immigration  controls  at 
airports  or  seaports,  but 


produce  fal.se  passports  or 
genuine  passports  with  pho¬ 
ney  visas.  There  are  bogus 
marriage  rackets.  A  person 
who  has  been  granted  resi¬ 
dence  status  can,  far  ex¬ 
ample,  marry  somebody 
else,  higamously,  charging 
money  each  time.  The  Immi¬ 
gration  Service  has  exposed 
numerous  such  scams,  but 
the  tone  Office  seems 
unable  or  unwilling  to  take 
firm  action". 

Little  wonder  the  Home 
Office  is  backward  when 
its  officials  are  respons¬ 
ible  far  the  faked  immigra¬ 
tion  figures. 

Yet  not  a  word  from  our 
'Euro-soeptics'  with  their 
pseudo- patriotism,  everlast¬ 
ing  bleating  about  the  loss 
of  'British  Sovereignty'  if 
the  British  people  for  need 
of  survival  extend  their 
patriotism  and  join  with 
those  of  like  kind  in  a 
true  Union  of  Europe. 

It  is  not  in  Europe  that 
the  British  will  lose  their 
identity,  lose  that  spark 
and  genius  that  onoe  led 
them  to  build  the  greatest 
enpire  the  world  had  seen, 
but  in  our  own  brmeland  and 
it  is  happening  N0W1 
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"IEJBM3ir  to  ciC  the  annl  £90 
hillim  welfare  costs,  Social 
Seority  SirELary  fag  Tilley 
apparently  feels  'an^ji  is  eo- 
at^i'  ad  is  looking  at  bow  the 
Ebtch  ore  dealing  with  their  nn> 
igradon  prohlon,  reports  the 
Only  ttril. 

In  the  inlikaly  event  the  tr? 
copy  the  regine.  the  langratfan 
Stance  would  take  over  several 
maxiirr  Army  bases  to  agar 
date  all  asylun-aoefcers  undrr 
iHwmhle  but  xnuint  spartan 
cmUdans,  until  their  cases  arc 
dealt  with.  Hus  they  would  not 
tap  the  welfare  services  frr  OOO 
weekly.  Her  could  they  play  the 
aid  gB  of  'gelling '  Into  our 
inner  cities  ang  their  co- 


nscials.  If  they  knew  this  regiae 
am  ted  then,  far  sure  ccRSid- 
ahly  fewer  would  arrive. 

Another  with  ideas  on  Jut 
duuld  be  done  is  the  col- 

umist  and  TV's  present  it  of 
"live  and  Ihcut",  Richard  Little¬ 
john  who  suggests  a  strict  quota 
of.  at  oast,  1,000  political  asy- 
Iud  be  admitted  wb 

year.  "Britidi  citizens  We  widi 
to  parti  ri  pace  in  arrjtgpd  ■Tr¬ 
iages  will  be  told  thnr  they  will 
be  rrprrted  to  live  in  their 
spouses  country  or  origin  wtil 
nmnl  iamgratlm  (rnceedures 
hove  been  exhmstEd"  he  says. 

’’Inmigrants  will  be  allowed  to 
■■mli*  in  Britain  only  If  they 
hove  special  drills  ddrh  will 


benefit  the  Gantry;  have  a  job 
uximged;  are  prepuiul  to  buy  a 
house;  hrw  liquid  assets  of  at 
least  □00,000;  take  at  aaspre- 
hensive  private  vertical  insur¬ 
ance;  spook  faglish;  and  are 
(repared  to  sign  an  tniertnking 
not  to  claim  state  benefits  un¬ 
til  they  have  paid  tax  in  this 
□ontry  far  a  mutumn  of  ten 
years.  •  • 

Bo;  all  this  is  too  little 
too  late.  The  real  preble  is 
the  estivated  arillicn  'melted'  or 
nmytftlrd  Into  an-  inner  cities. 
Neither  this  gpvw  ml  or  tthe 
Labour  farty  have  plans  far  deal¬ 
ing  with  them  All  the  rest  is 
window  dressing.  Thae  is  a 


Service  Ins  a 


Grom  Prose¬ 


cution  Service  ekes  not 


ahead  with 


cases. . .  the  CK  is 


rrliroir  to  cmsectce  offmdras 


at  affirialdan.  diich  extends 


from  a  claDuoi-oir  turns  ruert:  to 


Wd  fail  to  do  their 
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Arrogant.  Smug — and  Invariably  Wrong ! 


II 


The  Abysmal  record  of  Political  Economists 

N  HIS  FIRST  "iatter-Day  Pamphlet"  entitled  "The  Present  Time**  TBCMAS  CARLISLE  referred  to  "Respectable 
Professors  of  the  Dismal  Science".  Uiis  description  stuck,  and  economics  has  been  called  the  Dismal 
Science  ewer  since. 


Is  this  description 
justified?  Hie  term 
"Economist"  vas  invented 
by  Francis  Quesnay,  court 
physician  to  King  Louis 
XV  of  France,  who  in  1758 
published  a  book  entitled 
Tfoblaauy  Econcmioues  and 
in  doing  so  founded  the 
science  of  Political  Ec¬ 
onomy.  When  a  few  years 
later  Adam  Smith  began 
work  on  The  Wealth  of 
Nations  he  devoted  much 
space  to  Quesnay' s  theo¬ 
ries.  Quesnay' s  follow¬ 
ers,  known  as  the  Physio¬ 
crats,  believed  that  the 
land  is  the  source  of  all 
wealth  and  f  agriculture 
and  mining  the  only  in¬ 
dustries  that  produce 
wealth.  (Henry  George's , 
single  tax  proposals  for 
land  nationalisation  also 
derive  from  Quesnay. ) 

Another  Frenchman,  Jean 
Baptiste  Say,  professor  of 
Political  Economy  at  the 
College  de  France,  claimed 
that  the  production  of 
goods  resulted  in  a  level 
of  demand  that  was  ALWAYS 
sufficient  to  purchase  the 
total  supply.  Overproduct¬ 
ion  of  goods  was  quite  im¬ 
possible.  There  would  NEVER 
be  a  shortage  of  demand. 

Par  130  years  this  pat¬ 
ently  absurd  theory  was  up¬ 
held  by  economists  (and 
bankers)  until  the  Great 
Despressicn  demonstrated 
its  fallaciousness  and  "one 
of  their  own"  -  Maynard 
Keynes  -  repudiated  it. 

Say  was  Adam  Smith's 
translator,  and  while  he 
was  prorogating  Snith's 
views  on  Free  Trade  in 
France,  Thomas  Robert  tfal- 
thus  was  arguing  in  England 
that  population  is  limited 
by  the  means  of  subsist¬ 
ence:  that  it  increases 
geometrically  if  the  means 
of  subsistence  allows  such 
increase;  while  the  food 
supply  only  increases 
arithmetically.  Only  star¬ 
vation,  disease  and  war 
kept  the  population  in 
check. 

►tel  thus'  friend  David 
.Ricardo,  who  had  made  an 
inmense  fortune  gambling  an 
the  Stock  Exchange, regarded 
wages  as  "that  price  which 
is  necessary  to  enable  the 


by  PETER  MARCY 


labourers,  one  with  anoth¬ 
er,  to  subsist  and  to  per¬ 
petuate  their  race,  without 
either  increase  or  diminu- 
aticn."  This  became  known 
as  the  ’  Iren  law  of  Wages . ' 
Real  wages,  according  to 
Ricardo,  never  change.  (On- 
like  seme  of  his  Twentieth 
Century  disciples,  Ricardo 
did  not  believe  that  capi¬ 
tal  should  flew  freely1 
between  countries.) 

'Iron  Law  of  Magas'  a 
'theft  from  the  poor' 

It  is  hardly  surprising 
that  Ricardo's  views  arous¬ 
ed  resentment  and  that 
his  Iron  law  was  seen  as 
theft  from  the  poor.  But 
the  ideas  of  Staith,  Mai  thus 
and  Ricardo  suited  very 
well  the  economic  interests 
of  the  powerful,  with  the 
result  that  British  Govern¬ 
ments  -  Whig,  Tbry,  Liberal 
or  Conservative  -  allowed 
complete  freedom  to  busi¬ 
nessmen  and  industrialists 
to  fix  wages  and  working 
conditions  without  any  Gov- 
ermental  oontrols.  "Safety 
nets"  formerly  provided  by 
guilds,  parishes  and  the 
Church  were  abandoned  and 
"each  far  himself"  became 
the  prevailing  philosophy. 
Such  laissez-faire  ideas 


class  war  in 


which  the 
capitalist  system 
be  destroyed.  True, 
capitalist  system 
a  mere  1 00  years , 
more  massive  and 
productive 


whole 
would 
the 

had,  in 
"created 
more  colossal 
forces  than  have  all  pro¬ 
ceeding  generations  togeth¬ 
er"  -  but  these  forces  were 
not  being  used  effectively. 
Hunan  misery  of 

'Scientific.  Socialism' 

Alas!  The  attempts  to  es¬ 
tablish  "Scientific  Social¬ 
ism"  in  the  20th  Century 
have  resulted  in  greater 
human  misery  than  ever  ex¬ 
isted  in  the  "dark,  satanic 
mills"  of  Victoria  Britain. 

What  then  is  the  record 
of  political  economists , 
whether  of  the  Right  or 
Left?  Economists  of  the 
Right  bell  ewe  that  world 
Free  Trade  is  wholly  desir¬ 
able  -  yet  the  abolition  of 
trade  barriers  in  tne  Euro¬ 
pean  Ctmnunity  had  produced 
not  prosperity  but  recess¬ 
ion.  These  are  the  people 
who  in  1925  were  in  unani¬ 
mous  agreement  that  Britain 
must  return  to  the  Gold 
Standard  at  pre-1914  pari¬ 
ty  ($4.87  to  the  E)  -  a 
measure  which  made  the 
pound  far  too  expensive.  Tto 
make  exports  competitive 
prices  and  wages  had  to  be 
cut,  resulting  in  wide- 


WE  RE  BACK! 

MB  APCTOGZE  for  the  very 
late  OmNE  45  onwod 
by  lllnem  of  editor, who 
now  far  the  record,  re¬ 
ports  briefly  on  FCM 
functions  held. 

Guests  of  Honour  at 
the  Cbraneraoraticn  Dinner 
were  six  British  Chian 
wartime  political  pris¬ 
oners, Cyril  Plaskett.Bob 
Wilkinson, Ranald  Creasy, 
Charlie  Booth,  Luigi  Al- 
hertini  and  Ernst  Keller 
(who  we  give  our  deepest 
sympathy  on  recent  death 
of  his  wife, Eve).  Unex¬ 
pected  guest  was  Dr  Ed 
Fields, a  National  Offic¬ 
er  of  the  America  First 
Party  and  editor  of 
Truth  at  Last  who  gave  a 
rousing  speech  on  Oswald 
Mosley.  Absent  was  Lady 
Mosley  who  was  recover¬ 
ing  from  an  operation. 
By  February  she  was  well 
again  and  attended  a 
small  gathering  of  old 
comrades  when  passing 
through  London. 

A  2-minute  silence  in 
remerribcanoe  of  our  war 
dead  was  held  at  the  Mary 
Buffet. This  year's  00*1- 
QORKnEM  DOTH!  Novemb¬ 
er  18,  Tickets  El 4. Early 
reservations  acceptable. 


persisted  in  Britain  right 
up  until  the  outbreak  of 

war  in  1914.  Witil  then,  an  misery  throughout 

employer  s  only  obligation  N<rva^n  cnlv 

was  to  pay  wages  and  much 


work  was  casual.  Even  so, 
unemployment  generally 

stood  at  1 0%  of  the  work 
force.  Fbod  rationing  - 
introduced  in  December  1916 
-  provided  a  better  diet 
than  many  Britans  had  en¬ 
joyed  in  peacetime! 

In  a  London  slum  in  the 
1850s  lived  a  man  who  was 
so  poor  that  he  was  fre¬ 
quently  unable  to  leave  his 
tenement  because  his  only 
pair  of  boots  was  at  the 
pawnbrokers.  Karl  Marx  did 
not  believe  that  the  fterket 
Economy  was  self-correcting 
or  tnat  Government  inter¬ 
vention  was  undesirable  and 
unnecessary .  The  British 
Government's  own  reports  an 
working  conditions  in  fact¬ 
ories  and  mines  proved  the 
contrary  point.  Ftar  Marx 
the  only  answer  was  a 


the  Nineteen  Twenties.  Only 
rearmament  brought  economic 
recovery  in  the  late  1930s. 

Whether  employed  by  banks 
and  other  financial  insti¬ 
tutions  or  by  Government 
Departments  economists 

consistently  fail  to  prov¬ 
ide  accurate  analyses  of 
current  events  or  accurate 
forecasts  of  future  devel¬ 
opments.  Unlike  physics  or 
chemistry  economics  is  not 
an  exact  science: the  "math¬ 
ematical  models"  produced 
by  economists  are  intended 
to  suggest  that  it  is. 
Erperts?  -  'they  get  It 
'wrong  all  the  time' 

What  is  one  to  think  of 
"experts"  who  get  it  wrong 
all  the  time?  Orthodox 
economists  supported  the 
abolition  of  exchange  con¬ 
trols  with  the  result  that 
the  West's  industries  have 


been  transferred  to  the 
Ehst  on  a  scale  that  has 
alarmed  even  great  capital¬ 
ists  like  S!r  James  Gold¬ 
smith. 

Economists  failed  to  app¬ 
reciate  the  extent  bo  which 
the  oil  price  increases  of 
1973  would  have  an  effect 
an  inflation.  Twenty  years 
later  they  failed  to  pre¬ 
dict  the  severe  Japanese 
recession  or  the  crisis  in 
the  Exchange  Rate  Mechan¬ 
ism. 

Economists  -  who  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  chart  future  de¬ 
velopments  -  are  still  un¬ 
aware  of  the  problems  that 
will  be  caused  by  the 
bureaucratic  executives  of 
great  international  corpor¬ 
ations  who  are  interested 
only  in  strengthening  their 
own  powers  and  positions. 
They  should  know  -  far  Adam 
Smith,  their  Free  Market 
hero,  warned  that  such  mon¬ 
opolists  Mould  not  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  any  kind  of  effect¬ 
ive  control  by  national 
Governments. 
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v*ere  unaware  of  the 


detention  of  he  and  his  members  of 


BRITISH  UNION  in  Mav,  1940. 


They  never  did  know. 


‘THEY  DO  AT  CALAIS 


AND  DUNKIRK’ 


by 

Pat  Dunenan 


CN  MAY  23  1940,  SIR  OSWALD  MUST  was  igncnrinousiy  arrested 
with  no  charge  or  trial  to  follow;  only  a  conspiracy  of  sil¬ 
ence  and  imendo,  spt  to  ocntiiue  to  the  end  of  his  lift*  and 
beyond.  By  the  end  of  June,  tup  800  man  and  women  of  BRUTES 
(MEN,  including  Lfasley’s  wife,  DIANA,  had  been  detained. 
Marry  thousands  of  his  supporters  in  the  Farces,  who  had  act¬ 
ively  supported  his  efforts  to  avert  the  wr  in  which  they 
were  now  enmeshed,  were  quite  injure  of  this  saturation  irmLl 
null  later.  This  was  particnlarly  true  of  his  East  London 
supporters,  many  who  never  did  know.  Far  they  died  around 
falais  and  Dunkirk. 

CN  HE  SAfE  DAY,  I  sat  behind  an  antiquated  Lewis- 
WX  gin  in  a  sandbagged  pit  by  the  side  of  a  Belgian 

road  near  Ypres.  Ypres!;  the  name  was  familiar.  I 
B  had  read  about  it  in  school  history  books  and  heard 
my  father  talk  about  it.  fed  I  heard  Cbwald  fesley 
refer  to  it?  I  don't  know;  certainly  he  had  often 
wr  riVitr  m]  sP°*<Kn  ab°ut  the  carnage  of  World  Vfar  1,  and  fought 
gPXr  nigaH|  hard  to  avert  World  War  2.  I  had  actively  supported 
him  since  early  1936  in  Shoreditch,  then  Islington  brandies  of 
feithh  Orion.  *MIM)  HOTAIN'S  HEINES"  had  been  tte  fesis  of 
the  campaign  to  stay  out  of  a  foreign  quarrel,  which,  as  he  fore¬ 
cast,  cost  us  an  enpire  and  needless  loss  of  British  lives. 

Before  that  day  I  had  only  seen  a  very  few  dead  -  in  repine 
surncMxted  by  sweet-anelling  flowers.  The  foul  stench  of  death 
and  scrams  of  the  wanted  has  marked  me  for  ever.  As  I  gamed  cn 
the  gelid,  pathetic  inane  things  that  once  were  humn.  I  inter 
stood  for  the  first  time  Mosley's  ahhorrance  of  war,  and  his 
answer  bo  a  question  I  once  asked.  The  glamour  ends  whai  the 
killing  begins". 

Four  days  later,  trapped  with  about  forty  others  in  a  four- 
storey  warehouse  under  concentrating  bathing  attacks  over  several 
hours,  the  exit  blocked  by  fallen  masonry,  it  seemed  we  were  bo 
be  entombed.  From  the  dust  and  gloom  in  a  comer  of  our  concrete 
imbrella  came  the  singing  of  a  popular  hynn  (how  we  invoke  the 
aid  of  the  Lord  when  death  scans  near!)  but  in  my  agnosticism  I 
could  not  join  in  the  chorus  and  instead  sang  with  vigour  British 
Union's  fetching  Seng.  To  my  amazement,  and  with  not  a  little 
fear,  I  thought  I  was  an  the  side  of  the  angels  as  two  lusty 
voices  joined  in.  One,  with  wham  I  later  escaped,  was  from  Hack¬ 
ney,  and  a  fan  of  Ekitish  Union's  Mick  Clarke;  the  other  gave  me 
a  broad  grin  as  we  finally  dug  our  way  to  the  fading  light,  and  I 
never  saw  him  again.  I  was  lucky  and  juiped  off  the  mole  at  IXm- 
kirk  cn  June  3  to  return  to  a  very  different  England,  with  many 
of  my  old  comrades  interned,  but  most  in  the  services,  many  of 
whom  I  knew  died  in  those  four  days  of  a  brothe's  war  that  they 
and  their  leader  had  been  unable  to  stop. 

I  have  nany  times  since  visited  the  Military  Cenotaph  at  Dun¬ 
kirk,  where  I  salute  those  who  lie  there  asleep.  Yet  I  never  feel 
alone  as  I  silently  singing  the  fetching  Song  as  I  did  with  full¬ 
er  voice  so  rany  years  ago.  And  from  row  on  row  of  white  crosses, 

I  hear  a  vocal  accompaniment,  and  wonder  if  their  social  ring 
haloes  seme  spot  in  feradise. 

So  many  gene,  so  few  ramin,  vet  still  with  faith  in  MjsLey, 


Or  Mm,  his  ideas,  our  creed.  If  the 


will  fallow'. 
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i- 1944 -IN  MEMORlAM-1994-i 

tfc'ltlsh  lhlon:arc  at  3  IWlnf  Hbdcrftlrt  InthereKHaent  died 
In  Geran  n»rwmrinn  cay  1%2  Um  Guy  In  MdJdi  caocnKlon  cay.  U_^lj_JW 
QtAWHW'  mil:  IVHrlW.  Itrinp  *  Ullai  Hiwju.  Julr  1973 

tXMWAM.QvtsVi  B.D.E.  Iklm  Awt.Dlr -Cen.l9<£>:MLLrfi  ftiliclc»J  MOTtraBn- 

led  iw  itm  Lk-u«  CtnB  tkui  rtOor  Itagttr  fadMjTwrt  Ufl  at  16:  nidi  Uurar*  of 
AnbUrlhlif  Afgtm  Ifar  with  129th  ftvlirhla  D.C.O.  36  Ally  KHS 

BVn^HrdHuii  Ihlai  Rarl.CM.Eacsfw:  Notional  Bum  llrim:  Brltloh  tblidcal 
Prisoner:  (hloi  Nmoait.  Ally  I97B 

mill  l.nt  Undg'ainth^in  Brlthfi  Udtn  Hub  Qrpo:  Ikitarfi  Ihlltlcal  Manner 
alter  Arm/  OufdrV  ewonam.  Ally  1963 

iwmx.ia»:  Qvrto  Mtls*  lhltn:Uilie  Itwei  J«ti  trtnux.  Jalj  lgg 

3mrr.CtotMtl^i  Ihlco  Q/L6rJUrl«»«!:  Mum  foUtial  Manner.  M  Ally  1*338 
agJBroC.n^»"->nrirf.  Ihlm  (*Trr  thAUmn  i  Preotvlth  nye-OjetUxi  19(0:  BrUljfi 
Polltltal  M***r.  nr  tin  at  103b  Q op  COD  IntErrapKian  Cer trr.tto  tan:  pa*-r« 
la  Italy  (Hn.  >*  Ally  M87 

TMUK.IfcrTT:  Snredltrh  Udan  Ibeert:  IxKterrl  of  Vicky.  AJj  1961 


tain  but  "I  was  a  nan  int- 


7<i  Leslie  Grundv 

and  to  assist  the  Discharg¬ 
ed  Prisoners  Association  in 
rehabilitating  those  ex- 
prisoners  ocnaiderod  worth 
helping". 

In  his  memoirs,  Leslie 
has  nuch  to  say  on  the  soc¬ 
ial  conditions  before  the 
First  World  War  and  the  war 
years  -  the  changing  atti¬ 
tude  of  the  people  as  their 
husbands,  sans  and  brothers 
returned  not  from  that  hol¬ 
ocaust  into  which  "Britain, 
France  and  Germany  tad 
thrown  the  flower  of  Europ¬ 
ean  manhood. .  .and  sacrific¬ 
ed  it,  far  what?  In  the 
years  that  followed,  it 
seemed  to  have  enriched 
America  at  the  expense  of 
Europe", 

When  his  father  died  in 
1919  his  mother's  position 
"was  a  grievous  one.  .a  wid¬ 
ow  with  6  children  and  only 
cne  bringing  mcney  in".  Al¬ 
though  the  local  groups  for 
whan  his  father  had  worked 
were  helpful  -  they  found 
his  mother  a  part-time  fe¬ 
male  probation  officer's 
job  it  brought  in  "only  a 
yanall  income, and  many  years 
of  poverty  lay  ahead".  Les¬ 
lie  had  been  at  a  'Higher 

Grade'  school _ paying  a 

monthly  fee  depending  on 
father's  income.  After  con¬ 
sidering  the  drcunstanoes 
the  authorities  granted 
permission  far  him  to  leave 
and  "it  was  a  great  relief 
to  start  work  and  contri¬ 
bute  a  «am11  amount  to  help 
my  mother". 

He  became  an  apprentice 
engineer  until  he  became 
unemployed  which,  together 
with  the  grim  social  condi¬ 
tions  existing  for  so  many 
of  his  countrymen  in  the 
1920s  made  him  become  very 
politically  conscious. 

However, he  found  the  Cbn- 
servative  Party  "the  party 
of  privilege  and  snobbery. . 
the  so-called  patriotic 
party,  which  on  the  whole 
hart  little  to  do  with  the 
genuine  love  of  their  fell- 
ow-oountyrmcn  regardless  of 
their  station  in  life".  The 
Liberal  Party  "was  about  to 
be  taken  over  by  the  labour 
Party  as  a  contender  for 
power.  It  died  in  the  •Real¬ 
ties  and  has  been  kicking 
the  coffin- lid  ever  since"! 
For  a  time  it  seemed  that 
Labour  was  the  party  of 
change,  but  in  the  end  he 
found  it  wanting. 

Bom  from  life  experience 
and  study,  he  had  developed 
a  view  an  what  was  necess¬ 
ary  far  the  future  of  Bri¬ 


prpstprf  in  politics  without 
a  party  to  support. .  .and  by 
1931  my  views  were  so  diff¬ 
erent  fnja  the  orthodox 
that  I  felt  politically 
alone." 

When  in  1930  the  Labour 
fhrty  "suddenly  discovered 
it  had  been  chasing  moon¬ 
beams  over  the  past  50 
years,  because  the  real 
capitalist  enemy  resided 
elsewhere.it  collapsed"  and 
he  suggested  that  “its 
toitestone  was  buried  with 
its  corpse"  and  that  "seme- 
day  when  it  is  exhuned  the 
epitaph  put  cn  it  should 
read  'Here  lies  the  body  of 
the  lfcn-1  I  JMcntary  labour 
Party  who  tried  to  solve 
first  class  problems  with 
third  cla-as  brains'". 

By  the  early  Thirties  he 
concluded  that  "unless  our 
Parliamentary  system  was 
ref  armed,  the  country  could 
not  be  properly  governed 
and  was  at  the  mercy  of 
r»it-«drtt>  farces  over  which 
the  British  electorate  had 
no  control.  I  had  nothing 
but  ocntEXtpt  far  the  polit¬ 
icians  who  operated  such  a 
system".  (After  60  years, 
nothing  has  changed!  EH) 

By  1932  he  had  watched 
"with  care  and  interest  the 
activities  of  Sir  Qsvrald 
Mosley  who  seemed  to  be  the 
only  man  who  could  measure 
up  to  the  standard  of  lead¬ 
ership  Britain  required". 
But  he  had  some  reservat¬ 
ions. 

However,  he  went  to  hear 
Mosley  speak  for  the  first 
time  at  a  Manchester  meet¬ 
ing  and  was  very  much  im¬ 
pressed.  He  already  apprec¬ 
iated  his  outstanding  qual¬ 
ities,  and  took  heme  to 
study  all  the  available 
literature. 

He  soon  knew  he  had  fexmd 
his  political  heme .  It  was 
1935  and  he  and  his  wife 
Ifarlan  joined  Britisr.  (Alien 
imnediately.  Years  later  he 
mb  to  write  to  "CEMIACE": 
"My_  wife  and  I  have  beer 
together  for  55  years.  Ftp 
50  years  of  our  happy  marr¬ 


ied  life  we  have  been 
Aral  Loyal  followers  of  Sir 
QsvgLd  ktasiey'' . 

Leslie  very  soon  became 
Huddersfield  District  Lead¬ 
er,  and  later  District  Ins¬ 
pector,  and  office  he  held 
when  he  was  detained  under 
the  infamous  18B  regulat¬ 
ions  in  1940.  (An  extract 
fron  his  memoirs  on  detent¬ 
ion  was  used  in  "CEMRACE" 
August/September  1988,  "Hew 
I  disturbed  the  peace  in 
Mai ton  gaol".  Ed) 

Released  after  8  months, 
he  was  assisted  by  a  police 
inspector  who  he  had  once 
helped  in  making  an  arrest, 
to  join  the  Home  Guard 
where  his  CO  and  colleagues 
had  full  knowledge  of  his 

7  $  Pat  Duneqan 

published  IN  June  1986  QCM- 
RAEE.  He  omitted  from  his 
story  that  he  was  wounded 
during  the  action ,  resulting 
in  his  medical  discharge 
four  years  Later) 

After  the  war  he  became 
active  again  in  Mosley's 
cause, becoming  an  organiser 
of  Mosley  Book  Clubs,  then 
Union  Movement  in  South 
Eh st  London.  He  was  also 
ever  present  in  the  actions 
to  beat  off  the  street  vio¬ 
lence  of  such  as  the  43 
Group  trying  to  kill  off 
the  new  Movement  at  birth, 
his  by  now  large  physical 
presence  an  asset  to  the 
fledgling  Movement. 

He  retired  frcxn  active 
participation  in  Union 
Movement  to  concentrate  cn 
building  a  business  in  the 
1950s,  but  was  regularly 
seen  at  Unicn  Movement,  and 
later  Friends  of  CM  social 
gatherings  until  the  last 
few  years  when  a  pain- 
dehilating  illness  brought 
inmnbility .He  remained  hew- 
ever,  a  handsome  donater 
to  the  cause,  and  kept  in 
touch  by  letter  and  tele¬ 
phone  with  old  comrades. 

Farewell  Bat  old  comrade, 
with  the  added  words  you  so 
often  used.  In  Union,  and 
old  ocmradeshlp. 


★  Be  an  early  bird!  ★ 
COMMEMORATION  DINNER 


j  Noventer  18  Q4  | 

'record'.  He  was  selected 
for  the  ESchibition  Drill 
Squad  who  became  winners  of 
the  regimental  oenpetition. 
When  stood  down  he  received 
a  certificate  fron  a  grate¬ 
ful  government  thanking  him 
far  his  services,  and  for 
"being  willing  to  give  my 
life  if  necessary  far  my 
King  and  Cbuntry" ,  a  most 
suitable  accompaniment  to 
his  earlier  govemnent 
'  certificate '  informing  him 
of  his  detention  without 
charge  car  trial,  for  reason 
of  his  "hostile  associat¬ 
ion"! 

He  and  his  family  had 
some  difficult  times  aris¬ 
ing  cut  of  his  detention 
after  the  war.  He  had  been 
determined  to  return  to  his 
native  town  to  "face  all 
those  who  oppose  me". He  did 
not  return  to  active  poli¬ 
tics  but  naintained  an  int¬ 
erest  in  the  activites  of 
Mosley  and  Union  Movement. 
With  the  birth  of  Friends 
of  O.M. ,  though  new  in  his 
late  70s,  he  took  a  great 
interest  in  its  purpose  and 
wished  to  be  associated.  He 
asked  for  permission,  which 
was  granted,  to  use  the 
circular  Mosley  head  POM 
'logo'  on  his  letterheads. 
He  also  at  POM's  request, 
granted  interviews  to  the 
increasing  number  of  stud¬ 
ents  and  writers  research¬ 
ing  the  Mosley  story. 
Although  to  infirm  to  att¬ 
end  POM's  London  functions 
he  always  sent  his  best 
wishes.  He  did  however, have 
the  satisfaction  of  attend¬ 
ing  the  Manchester  gather¬ 
ing  in  1989  where  he  net 
far  the  first  time  far  many 
years  several  of  his  old 
18B  comrades. 

The  loss  of  his  wife  five 
years  ago  tes  a  great  blew 
but  arose  frem  his  sorrow 
to  survive  alone  in  his 
canti med  loyalty  to  Mosley 
and  old  acmrades. 

lot  younger  generations 
take  stock  of  the  type  of 
hmti  who  who  devoted  their 
HfeUme  to  loyalty  to  men 
like  Mrs  lev,  and  to  cause 
and  n  »ni  ades. 


M£Dahed  by  John  Christian  for  F.O.M.,  101  .Orwell  Court,  townall  Road,  London.  E8  4PP 


So  who  is  fooling  who  Mr.Sharma? 
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Casualties 


Bladchlrt  carrndes  and  RAF 
No. 9  SqukukUled  In  actlcn 
banting  Gem  Fleet  Cell 
Oral  an  gun!  day  of  tar: 
NttMw  ranbtrad  x  Air 
Nnc  ItariAHuijih  with 
20,546  other  alrraen  with  no 
known  grow.  Pry  first  burled 
with  full  ■llltBry  honours  by 
lufttoffe  at  Qnhawti  Carat  - 
ery:  now  lies  In  BacUlngai 
Ur  OaxuiAlfai.O  iwi). 
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Henry  Williamson 
Centenary 


To  Ever 
11 VV  with  us 


Henry's  'mischief ' ,  the 
Flash  &  Circle  of  Brit¬ 
ish  Union,  still  vis¬ 
ible  an  a  farm  sail  at 
Stiffkey ,  Norfolk  where 
farmed  in  the  1990-4%. 


-as  seen  on  TV 


TOtI>ttR.S«t.r.J.:  Glider  Pilot 
fegt  Array  Air  Cans:  aw*  28: 
Irflled  in  actlcn  Amhsi:  lies 

In  OoseRtatfc  Star  Qraratenr. 
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the  finest 


that  time.  Too  had  to 
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(Vu  country  is  Involved  In  ter. .  .Our  umbers  should  do  tint  the  law 


tin  Forces  or  Services  o£  the  Crete,  they  should  obey  their  orders. ..J 


of  them. ..if 


to  his 


Sqdn  Leader 
Robert  Harcout 
franklin 

STIU.  they  return,  that 
long  line  of  Mosley's 
Blackshirts  who  escaped 
the  politicians  dragnet 
of  detention  without 
charge  or  trial,  but  who 
were  lost  In  action  In 
the  war  that  was  alleged 
waged  In  the  cause  of 
freedom. 

One  such  was  RCEHIT 
FRANKLIN,  an  active  Black¬ 
shirt  of  British  Ikiion's 
Epping  Branch,  until  join¬ 
ing  the  RAF  in  1938. 

Oir  research  into  his 
service  life  is  still  ln- 
con^Jlete,  but  we  know  he 
was  posted  to  Palestine, 
and  later  to  wartime  Brit- 


OUR  BLACKSHIRT  DEAD 


aln  after  he  had  'volun-  the  active  Robert  Franklin 
teered'  far  more  active  'pulled  strings'  for  a  one 
operations.  off  operation  which  would 

In  June  1944.  at  28  he  not  have  been  recorded 
wis  promoted  Squadron  t/aa-  If  It  had  not  been  fatal? 
dor ,  and  with  a  consider-  Air  Vlca-MirshallS  have 
able  nurber  of  bcmbinq  op-  been  known  to  have  'done 
eratlons  cotpleted,  was  it'. 

grounded  to  a  desk  Job.  He  **?  shall  probably  never 
also  about  this  tlm»  marr-  and  accept  the  OCntn- 

■  led  his  Joyce.  onwaalth  War  Graves  Oaim- 

A  desk  job  not  too  tils  1*1™  statement  that  "sad- 
llklng  might  explain  why  a  ly  he  has  no  kncwn  grave", 
Squadron  leader  was  listed  *nd  is  cormemomted  on 
on  115  Squadron's  Ope  rat-  «^nel  200  ™  tlv*  Runnymede 

tonal  Report  as  Second  Pi-  Manorial, 
lot  an  -  Lancaster  ME592  So  Robert  Franklin,  51 
which  took  off  from  Witch-  Y^ars  after  his  death,  is 
ford  at  17.45  hrs  on  a  reunited  in  our  Roll  of 

Wllhelnwhaven  barbing  op.  Honour,  that  Honour  Ovart- 
m  October  16  1944.  Had  w  listing  those  Mnsley 


wen  whose  high  patriotism 
suffered  their  payment  of 
the  suprane  sacrifice  In 
the  war  which  they  had  be¬ 
lieved  would  levi  to  Bri¬ 
tain's  decline,  and  which 
they  had  hoped  to  prevent. 

It  perliaps  has  meaning 
that  his  cousin, Blackshirt 
comrade  and  friend  FRAMC 
UK's  obituary  should  also 
appear  in  tills  Issue.  Just 
before  he  died  lie  had  bold 
Comrade's  editor  that  they 
had  maintained  contact  up 
to  the  fatal  operation. 


"Robert"  said  Frank,  re- 
talod  hla  loyalty  to  Mno 
ley  and  his  ideals  until 
his  end.  His  great  sorrow 
was  that  he  and  hla  or  id 
rades  had  failed  to  pre- 


i  «  QUANGO 

society,  an  official  (will¬ 
ing  to  take  the  ri*k  to 
his  career  can  be  found  to 
risk  pursuit  of  the 
matter. 

Secondly,  the  European 
Youth  Cutpaign  against  Ra¬ 
cism  is  a  political  organ¬ 
isation  seeming  to  be  ass¬ 
isted  by  the  CRE  quango  to 
tap  British  goverrment 
funds  -  which  means  the 
British  taxpayer  -  raises 
the  smell  of  corruption. 

And  thirdly,  apart  from 
Its  offenaiveness,  if  seme 
other  propagandist  switch¬ 
ed  the  African  and  Racist 
captions ,  incidently  not 
an  unknewn  scientific 
opinion,  the  perpetrators 
would  be  on  a  fast  boat  to 
the  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions,  courtesy  of 
the  Cbmisslon  for  Racial 
Equality. 

Britain  is  hag-ridden 
by  quangos ,  an  American 
term  for  private  organisa¬ 
tions  contracted  by  the 
government  to  carry  out 
certain  official  funct¬ 
ions.  Under  the  last  Lab¬ 
our  government  In  1 979 
there  were  over  3,000, 
quangos  In  the  U.K.  Seme 
hundred  were  abolished  Mrs 
Thatcher  but  they  have  In¬ 
creased  again  to  2/018  at 
the  last  count  in  1993. 

Pari lament  has  little 
control  over  today's  quan¬ 
gos.  According  to  former 
Labour  Shadow  Errvlronnent 
Minister  Jack  Straw, these, 
"The  Unelected  State", cost 
the  British  taxpayer  no 
less  than  E54.4  billions 
annually,  repeat ;  £54.4 


billions! ,  but  answerable 
neither  to  Parliament  nor 
to  the  voters  who  pay 
their  salaries.  John  Maj¬ 
ors  '  'Bloated  Bodyguard’, 
a  mass  of  arrogant  offic¬ 
ials  answerable  only  to 
the  Prime  Minister.  • 

The  top  example  of  the 
breed  Is  the  Cbnuiission 
for  Racial  Equality,  whose 
remit,  according  to  the 
words  of  a  labour  politic¬ 
ian  who  helped  to  set  it 
up*  is  to  "purge  racism" 
in  Britain.  It  specialises 
in  prosecuting  so-called 
offenders  under  the  most¬ 
ly  tyrannical  race  relat¬ 
ions  laws,  not  always 
successfully.  But  with  the 
weight  of  a  gutless  estab¬ 
lishment  behind  it,  its 
Influence  stretches  far 
and  wide  and  It  is  quite 
evident  that  it  Is  primar¬ 
ily  responsible  for  the 
outlawing  of  the  indegln- 
ous  British  from  the  work¬ 
force  of  many  of  cur  loc¬ 
al  councils.  Cbuncil's 
have  beoowe  obsessed  with 
affirmative  action  and 
positive  discrimination, 
actualy  illegal  under  Bri¬ 
tish  law,  but  nevertheless 
they  seem  to  be  able  to 
law  break  with  inpun l ty. 
As  claimed  by  the  Dally 
Mall's  Richard  Littlejohn, 
"in  many  Ttawn  Balls,  1equ- 
al  opportunities  Is  widely 
believed  to  be  a  euphanisn 
far  'no  whites'. 

"Uniting  Britain  for  a 
a  Just  society"  is  the 
CRE's  logo.  According  to  a 
correspondent  in  the  Birm¬ 
ingham  Bast,  Herman  CXis- 
ley ,  CRE  Chairman  has  been 
telling  business  leaders 


in  Leamington  Spa  that 
racial  equality  can  help  a 
company's  business.  The 
local  OLE  Warwick  District 
Branch  claims  to  speak  in 
the  interests  of  Leaming¬ 
ton  Spa. 

We  backward  British 

[ 

How  fortunate  is  heart - 
of-&*gland  Leamington  Spa 
that  the  natives  have 
such  a  caring  and  skilled 
race  relations  tody  to 
look  after  their  Interests 
who  from  July  this  year, It 
is  reported,  of  the  12  el¬ 
ected  executive  oonnlttee 
menbers,11  are  of  Aslan 
or  Afro-Gsribbean  extract¬ 
ion.  Hie  areas  of  the 
'Third  World*  from  which 
these  executives  or  their 
antecedents  hall  obviously 
have  much  to  offer  we 
backward  racist  British  on 
living  race  free  lives. 

What  nonsenoe  It  ail  is, 
but  what,  for  Britain, 
tragic  nonsense.  This  Is¬ 
land  race,  who  has  given 
to  the  world.  Including 
backward  peoples, the  high¬ 
est  principles  of  justice 
experienced  In  modern 
times,  and  has  never  been 
defeated  by  a  foreign  foe, 
is,  In  an  age  of  rapid  de¬ 
cline  occasioned  by  Its 
politicians  mistaken  dis¬ 
astrous  Brother's  war, 
suffering  its  age-old  cul¬ 
ture  subdued,  not  by  force 
of  arms  by  a  conquering 
Invader,  but  by  the  laws 
of  their  guilt-ridden  pol¬ 
itical  representatives  In 
the  ivory  tower  of  their 
corrupt  so-called  demo¬ 
cratic  system  that  over 
a  half  century  or  more 
has  reduced  Britain  to  a 


powerless  state  and  pauper 
state,  and  now  threatens 
Its  indigenous  people 
with  what  Hist  be  their 
ultimate  destruction  as  a 
breed  of  men. 

Indeed,  that  long  line 
of  our  forebears  must  look 
dowtwlth  incredibility  as 
do  the  elders  of  our  pre¬ 
sent  generations,  at  tlie' 
vl<»»  of  the  land  that  once 
was  theirs  and  for  which 
so  tinny  freely  shed  their 
blood. 

'Ilie  vast  areas  of  the 
increasing  nutther  of 
our  towns  and  cities  where 
It  Is  'not  diplomatic'  to 
sIkm  one's  Caucnelon  face 
tn  the  street  where  one 
was  born;  the  display  of 
cwr  national  flag,  the 
Union  Jack,  over  the 
soil  fron  which  It  sprung, 
no*  considered  to  be 
'racist'  ami  insulting 
to  the  late-canlng  now  en¬ 
trenched  conquering  he¬ 
roes,  the  'ethnic  minori¬ 
ties';  a  land  where  the 
once  free  born  may  not 
hire  or  fire  who  he  will, 
or  even  choose  to  who  he 
should  sell  his  house.  The 
list  of  what  has  been 
taken  out  of  the  British 
way  of  life  is  now  end¬ 
less,  as  is  universally 
known,  though  often  Illeg¬ 
al  to  declare.  How  much 
longer  before  even  the 
seasonal  popular  aLr 
'Dreaming  of  a  White 
Christmas'  is  promulgated 
forbidden? 

But  as  the  onslaught  an 
Britain's  culture  and  way 
of  life  marches  triunph- 
antly  an,  as  the  CRE 
builds  up  its  "purglnq  of 
Turn  to 
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LAST  POST 

The  once  young  RlarkshLrt 
of  British  Uilcn,  and  the 
once  young  activist  of 
IMlm  Hwajmnt  -  a  gener¬ 
ation  gap  of  20  years, but 
bound  In  that  mien  m- 
lque  far  thane  who  spent 
a  life- tl«e  In  Keley's 
cause. 

1K1TH  CTBSCW  Joined  Bran- 
ley  Branch  of  Union  Mcrve- 
■  writ  In  1950  at  17  and 
was  allot ed  to  the  ttosley 
Youth  Unit.  For  the  next 
two  years  he  was,  he  once 
said,  office  boy  at  the  UH 
NUQ  at  Victoria  I  In  July 
1 952  he  had  3  months 
1  leave'  -  In  FH  Prison.  He 
had  shouted  "Gromyko  go 
hone"  when  the  nm  Scarlet 
Antossadbr  arrived  at  Vic¬ 
toria  Station, was  arrest¬ 
ed  and  received  that  aav- 
age  sentence . 

Apart  from  hia  office 
chores,| proofing  Uhlan  for 
editor  Raven  Thcrwan, org¬ 
anising  the  papers  mail¬ 
ing  Hat  and  despatch,  and 
serving  In  the  book  shop, 
he  was  also  active  in 
street  activities,  Includ¬ 
ing  UM's  Drum  Cbrps. 

In  the  early  19$0s  he 
had  been  appointed  *hst 


new  poet  of  General  Sec¬ 
retary,  Barry  Ayres  being 
Organising  Secretary.  When 
Ayres  resigned  a  year  lat¬ 
er  Keith  also  took  over 
that  post.  In  the  1964 
General  Election  he  was 
appointed  UH  Chief  Elect¬ 
ion  Agent  by  OH. 

later,  domestic  needs 
brought  about  his  retire¬ 
ment  fran  active  politics 
and  he  held  a  post  In  a 
large  business  organisat¬ 
ion  for  a  ranter  of  years, 
111  health  bringing  early 
retirement. 

Nevertheless,  after  the 
death  of  CM,  he  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  Friends 
of  O.H.  and  in  recent 
years,  a  regular  attender 
at  the  Cfcnraemoratlon  Dlm- 


rRAHK  UE  Joined  Southend 
Branch  of  the  BlIF  In  1935 
after  seeing  a  colleague 
at  the  office  he  had 
Joined  changing  Into  a 
Blackshirt  before  leaving, 
and  a  few  days  Later  found 
another  member  In  the 
office 

In  1937  several  national 
papers  published  photo¬ 
graphs  of  his  wedding. 
He  had  earlier  met  his 
bride,  17  yr  old  Marla 
fran  Munich  working  as  a 
nanny  In  Southend,  and  for 
the  press  present  he  gave 
the  Mosley  salute! 

In  1940  he  was  arrested 
on  a  'truiped-up'  theft 
charge  and  remanded  for 
taej  weeks  In  Brlxton  pri¬ 
son  while  the  police  were 
'making  enquiries'.  He  was 
then  released  without  a 
court  appearance. 

During  the  war  an  inher¬ 
ited  genetic  disorder, fran 
which  he  suffered  for  the 
most  of  his  life,  kept  him 
from  the  armed  forces 
when,  if  the  official 
fraudulent  line  on  Mos¬ 
ley's  men  was  authentic 
he  should  leave  been  a 
security  risk,  he  was  in¬ 
volved  In  the  top  secret 
work  of  a  self -sealing 
petrol  pipe  for  tanks  and 


Council  By-Election  in 
1968. 

In  the  1930b  he  was  an 
enthusiastic  amateur  dne- 
cameraimn  and  shot  many 
scenes  of  British  Union 
activities,  including  the 
'Battle  of  Chble  Street' In 
1936,  at  ease  personal 
risk,  from  the  top  of  a 
bus.  It  Is  a  great  loss  to 
the  Mosley  Archives  that 
all  his  mark  has  been 
lost. In  charge  of  Ms  BU 
District  Leader,  they  were 
in  a  pecking  case  missing 
en  route  to  Canada. 

Shortly  before  his  death, 
the  editor  of  Parade  was 
able  to  tell  him  that  hla 
Blackshirt  cousin. Sgcmdron 
Leader  Robert  Franklin, 
killed  in  action  In  1944, 
would  be  added  to  our  Roll 
of  Honour  In  this  Issue. 
Little  did  we  know  that 
Frank  also  would  be  sadly 
featured. 

Several  old  comrades 
fran  British  Uhlan  and  Uh¬ 
lan  Movement  attended  the 
last  rites.  Although  he 
missed  the  ftey  Buffet  be¬ 
cause  of  a  recent  hip  op¬ 
eration  he  was  a  regular 
attender  of  FCM  functions. 

His  diminutive  cheerful 
and  courteous  pieaame 
will  be  sorely  missed. 


London  Aret  Organiser, 
working  closely  with  Lon¬ 
don  Organiser  Fred  Bailey . 

In  1962  he  became  CM1  a 
Ralltical  Secretary  when 
Jeffrey  Harm  wee  given  the 
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racism" ,  otherwise  the 
British,  there  are  now 
signs  that, full  of  its  own 
importance ,  It  has  sailed 
too  far.  With  the  now 
self-evident  failure  of 
the  American  positive 
discrimination  experiment 
fresh  In  mind,  the  actions 
and  purpose  of  such  as  the 
CUE  is  now  being  public- 
ally  questioned.  , 


should 

_ have  the  Ojilaalon 

for_  Racial  B-pjaljtjr  w>li 
In 

the  tow  9ocl 
it  should  be  cloned  down 
The  sooner  the  better. 


THE  EDITOR  apologises 
for  the  late  publication 
of  thia  Issue  of 
"Comrade". 

For  those  readers  who 
have  not  been  otherwise 
of  details  of  the 
C0KIEM0RATI0N  DINNER  on 
Saturday  November  18, and 
wish  to  attend,  telehpne 
0171  249  1791 


er,  speaking  at  the  1990 
event. 

Keith,  who  was  62,  died 
In  March,  and  It  Is  with 
sadness  that  we  have  only 
learned  of  this  recently. 

.  ^  ‘People  s 
“  Century’ 

EAST  LDNDONFH  and  Friends 
of  O.M.  Cbuncll  mentor 
SID  BWIEY  was  one  of  the 
few  British,  listed  in  ad¬ 
vanced  publicity  aa  Survi¬ 
vors  of  the  Thirties  Great 
Depression  -  and  hem  they 
coped  with  the  the  crisis 
following  the  1930s  Hall 
Street  Crash  -  to  be  shown 
In  the  BBQ*  Huvraitor  1  ed¬ 
ition  of  Its  26  part 
blockbuster  "Peoples  Cent¬ 
ury". 

Although  heavily  orient¬ 
ated  to  the  American  and 
war  Id  TV  market,  little 
time  was  given  to  the  Bri¬ 
tish  and  European  tragic 
experience. 

However,  although  Sld 
Ralley's  contribution  was 
only  a  brief  extract  fran 
a  more  than  an  hour  Inter¬ 
view,  we  who  have  had 
years  of  experience  of  BOC 
and  media  bias  towards 
Hosley ‘s  Ideas  can  not, for 
the  first  time  within  liv¬ 
ing  memory,  make  any 
charge  In  tliat  direction. 


aeroplanes. 

After  the  war  he  Joined 
Union  Movement  and  two 
years  after  the  early 
death  of  his  Kir  la  stood 
as  a  candidate  in  a  Harrow 


•  UNTORTUHATCLY  SID  BAILEY 
did  not  see  hla  TV  debut. 
Ha  has  been  In  hospital 
for  two  months  quite  ser¬ 
iously  ill.  As  we  go  to 
press  we  hear  of  improved 
news  of  his  prognosis. 

The  programme  had  shewn 
the  world  wide  results  of 
that  American  capitalist 
crash  -  a  world  of  mass 
unerploynvsnt ,  suffering, 
hunger  and  want,  and  the 
lack  of  ability  of  all 
democratic  governments  to 
solve  the  problem. 

Many  people  were  attrac¬ 
ted  to  the  alternative  to 
capitalist  democracy  which 
emerged  In  the  1930s  it 
was  said.  Both  Fascism  and 
Oamunlam  claimed  there 
was  no  need  for  mas3  Unem¬ 
ployment,  and  by  comparis¬ 
on  efforts  by  democratic 
goven  wants  seemed  futile, 
although  It  missed  the 
opportunity  of  pointing 
out  that  after  nearly 
twenty  years,  Cbmnunlst 
Soviet  Russia  had  solved 
the  problem  by  millions  of 
Its  people  being  liquidat¬ 


ed,  o t  Incaroerated  for  a 
slow  death  In  the  Gulags. 

Biter  Bailey  _  as  one 
who  had  put  hia  faith  in 
the  solution  of  Ctowald 
Mm  ley,  at a takingly  de¬ 
scribed  aa  the  Far  Right, 
and  ha  Joined  tha  BUF. 

"ttiat  could  they  (tha 
old  gang  parties)  con  up 
with  -  nothing"  ha  said. 
"Pol  1  tics  was  changing  be¬ 
cause  they  all  followed 
tha  old  capitalist  system. 
You  either  have  to  change 
or  drop  behind".  Ha  went 
on  to  speak  of  Mm  ley  In 
the  east  glowing  terms. 

Tlie  BBC  went  on  to  to 
give  a  fair  description 
of  Mosley's  political  car¬ 
eer  -  how  1m  had  resigned 
fran  the  Labour  Government 
when  his  radical  plan  to 
solve  unenployment  by 
government  Intervention 
had  been  rejected.  It  fol¬ 
lowed  with  archive  clips 
of  a  Mosley  mass  meeting, 
lurching  Blackshirts,  and 
what  must  be  one  of  the 
most  Inspiring  perorations 
in  the  Qigltsh  language  - 
his  call  to  the  people , 
with  the  "mlcRity  ghosts  of 
Digland's  past  and  their 
strong  arms  around  us",  to 
achieve  all  for  England's 
sake. 

It  was  brief,  but  it 
will  be  rememabaiad. 
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How  the  B.U.R  came  to  Geordieland: 


THE  SECOND  YEAR 


FIGHTING  OFF 
THE  RED  MOBS 


■HE  lOfffl  EAST  wlnter 
of  1934  cur- 
■  tailed  Newcastle  Branch 
outdoor  activities,  con¬ 
fining  these  bo  groups  of 
ycxmg  Blackshirts,  ‘strain¬ 
ing  at  the  leash'  to  get 
ttosley's  Message  bo  the 
People,  to  their  new  Clay¬ 
ton  Street  HQ.  Dtsrinatlng 
their  thoughts  was  news  of 
the  Spring  Ffcilly  and  lend¬ 
er's  ttoeting  at  Iondon's 
Albert  Hall.  Would  ttw» 
Bandl  be  sending  a  con¬ 
tingent?  Who  would  be 
going?  Eadtrocsit  and  en- 
thuslaan  ran  high,  partic¬ 
ularly  — ong  those  w»o  had 
attended  the  previous 
Autamn  telly  at  Belle 
vuR,  nim  ipslpt  • 

The  great  occasion  arr¬ 
ived  and  a  full  Load  of 
young  Blackshirts  t  made 
their  6$  hour  Journey  to 
what  was  a  momentous  and 
unforgettable  experience  at 
the  Albert  Rill,  and  with 
the  peroration  of  The  Lead¬ 
er's  speech  still  ringing 
In  their  ears,  they  crossed 
the  new  Tyne  Bridge  to 
their  HQ  sane  18  hours  af¬ 
ter  departure. 

Fbr  tltose  young  Black¬ 
shirts  1934  was  to  be  a 
year  of  great  ftoticnal  Rall¬ 
ies:  Olynpla;  Hyde  Park;  a 
second  Albert  (toll  and  HJin- 
fcurgh,  but  In  Newcastle 
their  vns  to  be  two  extreme¬ 
ly  violent  confrontations 
with  'red'  hooligans  and 
dupes  at  the  new  police 
recomended  Qgwan'a  Hanunent 
public  meeting  sight,  sbne 
500  yards  from  the  tradit¬ 
ional  Sunday  meeting  In  the 
Bigg  ftorket. 

The  year's  Sunday  meetings 
got  away  quitely,  the  first 
drawing  a  relatively  snail 
audience;  the  second  saw  a 
trebling  In  size,  the  quest¬ 
ion  time  period  enoourlngly 
orderly,  police  presence  - 
two. 

Cm*?  the  third  meeting  the 
crowd  was  bigger,  noisier, 
with  guestl on-tlme  shortened 
due  to  organised  chanting  by 
the  obvious  organised  appo- 
sl tlan.  The  polios  presence 
Increased  to  three  I 
The  fourth  of  these  meet¬ 
ings  saw  a  considerable 
cniwl  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  the  marching  colirnn  of 


OSWALD  MOSLET  leads  his  blackshirts  across 
Newcastle  Town  Hoor  after  his  successful  meeting 
on  July  29  1934 


Blackshirt  stewards  with  I 
their  speaker,  Ttamsy  (bran. 
After  an  Initial  loud  cheer - 
lite  greeting  which  In 
retrospect  was  seen  to  be  a 
signal  for  certain  'Red'  el¬ 
ements  to  'close-in',  the 


meeting  got  under  way  qulte- 
ly  -  cnvticiusly  sol 

It  soon  became  notlcable 
that  the  Blackshirt  stewards 
forming  a  semi-circle  In 
front  at  the  speaker  were 
being  subjected  to  a  new 


OUt  CON  I  ILLRjtuk  at  the  time  of  the  Towa  Moor  meeting 
«ma  'on  leave'  -  one  of  thfc  Blackshirt  3  strong  RTF 
Agricultural  Team  taking  Mosley's  message  to  the 
towns  and  villages  into  Bast  Anglia,  Sooth  West  and 
South  Bast  England.  We  therefore  tell  the  story  of 
this  event  aa  reported  by 


Plax^hirt 


T  TPCN  the  high  grass - 
IJland  of  Tbwn  Moor, 
tens  of  thousands  gath¬ 
ered  to  hear  Oswald  Mos¬ 
ley,  standing  a  lone 
figure  on  an  Improvised 
platform,  sharply  sil- 
houeted  against  a  bright 
sky  on  a  brilliant  Skin- 
day  afternoon.  His  voice 
rang  out,  the  atari 
listening  with  attention 
and  interest  to  a  mast¬ 
erly  swnnary  of  the 
Blackshirt  case. 

Thousands  had  cl  (abed 
the  steeps  of  the  Orest 
North  Road  and  poured 
an  to  the  high  grass¬ 
land,  the  crowd  contin¬ 
uing  to  grow  during  the 
meeting.  Sams  2-300 
local  and  iaported 
'Reds'  had  their  dis¬ 
cordant  singing  and 
maniacal  lncorheran- 
des  drowned  by  the 


The  crowds  locri  cheers 
for  Mosley  an  arrival  and 
the  piejaue  of  some  250 
disciplined  Blackshirts 
hod  subdued  the  'Reds' 


urge  bo  violence,  and  an 
conclusion  the  crowds 
rendering  af  the  Mitlan- 
al  Anthem,  drowning  the 
'Red  Flag'  mas  no  dodA 
ivtind  persuasion. 

Viewing  the  great  and 
orderly  crowd  it  was 
difficult  to  realise 
that  the  meeting  waa 
being  held  in  face  of 
threats  and  taints  at 
violence.  Fbr  weeks 
the  Newcastle  'Reds' 
had  conducted  an  inten¬ 
sive  cmpaign  at  in¬ 
citement  in  an  attempt 
to  stir  gp  the  working 
class  against  the 
Blackshirts,  tor  weeks 
they  had  had  said  the 
meeting  would  not  take 
place . 

Their  threats  of 
violence  had  failed, their 
determination  to  prevent. 
the  meeting  collapsed  in 
face  of  determined  Black¬ 
shirt  organisation,  and 
the  ccanonsense  and  dec¬ 
ency  at  Newcastle  people. 

That  such  a  meeting 
could  be  held  in  a  city 
cnoe  associated  with  Bad 
violence  towards  Ble<-4r- 
shlrt-3  waa  hocwuae  BLack- 
shirts  had  met  met  Red 
terror,  fought  and  broken 
it. 


BttLT  BLACKSHIRT  and  D- 
Ctay  paratrooper  tOBBff 
RICHARD  continues  his 


personal  history  of  the 
BQF's  Newcastle  Ekanch. 

A  year  in  Wilch 
Neeley 1 s  appeal  far 
support  warned  that 
those  who  marched  with 
him  would  face  "the  fer¬ 
ocity  at  the  struggle 
and  at  danger"  was 
perscnally  realised  by  . 
permanent  scarring  by 
the  Red  mob. 


form  of  provocation!  Hie 
prodding  with  pins  of  their 
backsides  I 

There  wag  seme  subtlety  In 
this  operation.  There  was  no 
general  attack  at  one  and 
the  same  time  which 
undoubtedly  would  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  concerted  re¬ 
action.  'It  was  for  a  time 
Intermittent  but  Inevitably 
created  a  situation  Inposs- 
lble  to  Ignore  In  a  discip¬ 
lined  way.  The  greater  maj¬ 
ority  of  the  crtxd  were 
naturally  ixiaware  of  what 
was  happening.  In  fact  It 
had  the  appearance  that  the 
Blackshirts  were  restless 
and  looking  for  trouble. 

Speaker  Ttimy  Naan  ms 
ccnpelled  to  take  quick  act¬ 
ion  and  rapped  out  the  oerro- 
rnd  of  "About-turn",  an  ord¬ 
er  carried  out  by  the 
stewards  with  such  alacrity 
that  the  front  ranks  of  the 
crowd  fell-back  a  few  yards, 
which  was  again  misconstrued 
by  the  crowd  as  a  deliberate 
threat.  Screams  of  "Militar¬ 
ism",  "Thugs ".aid  so  on  went 
up  frcm  many  points  of  the 
crowd.  The  cgvert  'red- 
attack*  was  succeeding  In 
creating  a  mob  situation. 
Massive  crowd-pushing  tac¬ 
tics  caimenaed,  fists  ?w?re 
flying,  the  speaker  wss  off 
the  rostra*,  ftondemonlun  and 
confusion  reigned.  Hie  ros- 
tni*  disintegrated,  several 
pieces  of  which  became  weap¬ 
ons  In  the  hands  of  the  'red 
hooligans' . 

The  police  moved  Into  the 
melee,  the  greater  mass  of 
the  crowd  rapidly  falling 
back,  and  within  minutes  the 
cxrpHct  group  of  Blackshirt 
stewards  were  standing  alone 
at  the  Msninent.  A  word  of 
command  and  they  formed  a 
col  urn  and  marched  off  with 
blood  streaming  frcm  the 
facial  wound  of  one  young 
Blackshirt. 

Back  at  Branch  HQ  the  cas¬ 
ualty  was  examined.  He  had 
sustained  a  sever  vertical 
split  In  the  upper  lip,  hav¬ 
ing  been  clubbed  with  a 
large  piece  at  the  gnashed 
rostra*.  He  was  taken  to 
hospital  where  the  wowd  was 
surgically  stitched,  both 
Inside  and  outside  the 
nrxith.  The  resulting  dis¬ 
figurement  Is  still  visible 
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sera  55  years  later  and 
lias  always  been  noted  as  an 
Identifying  sear  for  pass¬ 
port  purposes.  (And  presum¬ 
ably  In  ttabert  Richard's 
Parachute  Regiment  Pay 
Dookl . . .  EH . ) 

Subsequent  consultation 
with  the  Police  when  giving 
notice  of  the  next  meeting 
led  to  their  suggestion  that 
’Perhaps  the  blacks!)  lr  ted 
stewards  In  a  ring  around 
the  rostrun  presented  a  tar¬ 
get  and/or  provocation  to 
the  opposltlon?'...furth*r 
‘That  the  removal  of  the 
stewards  as  an  organised 
force  would  remove  a  target 
for  violence.  The  reporting 
of  the  use  of  pins  as  a 
weapon  was  treated  with 
sceptldan  -  ‘where  was  the 
proof?  -  *dare  was  the  evi¬ 
dence?'  When  Is  was  pointed 
out  that  the  Injured  Black¬ 
shirt  was  Indicative  of 
“Bloody  violence"  the  reply 
was  “if  he  hadn't  been 
there  he  would  not  have  been 
injured" 1 

It  waa  becoming  clear  that 
If  further  use  of  Ctwan's 
Moot  men  t  for  BUF  meetings 
was  bo  continue,  the  cus tern¬ 
ary  blackshlrted  support 
would  be  frowned  upon. 

Giving  formal  notice  that 
the  W  would  hold  a  further 
orating  the  following  Sun¬ 
day,  the  organisers  told  the 
Tv’i  loe  that  their  suggest¬ 
ion  regarding  stewarding 
had  beei  noteo,  anti  mention¬ 
ed  that  BUF  members  also  had 
a  'right'  equal  to  that  of 
the  ccxniiunlsta,  or  anyone 
else  to  attend  open-air  pub¬ 
lic  meetings  and  that  “It 
was  the  responsibility  of 
the  off  leers -of -law  and  ord¬ 
er  to  maintain  order”. 

It  was  decided  that  the 
meeting  would  be  held  with¬ 
out  the  usual  organised 
stewarding,  although  It  wns 
not  believed  that  the  'reds' 
would  refrain  from  attacking 
the  speaker.  Neither  would 
any  police  presence  be  such 
as  to  provide  an  adequate 
pre-attack  protective  screen 
as  until  disorder  occurred 
they  were  bound  to  maintain 
a  clearly  neutral  distance. 
(It  Is  well  for  readers 
of  this  narrative  to  bear  In 
mlrd  that  there  was  then  no 
pjollce  riot-gear,  talkie- 
talkie  radio  ocnrnmi  cations , 
or  specialised  police  train¬ 
ing  In  hostile  crowd 
control). 

Hich  thought  was  given  to 
how  this  next  meeting  would 
be  organised  In  view  of  the 
police  'advice'  and  our  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  local  red-hooll- 
gtngtngs  to  deny  free- 
speech  bo  the  BUF  by  organ¬ 
ised  violence. 

First,  there  would  not  be 
the  custcnmry  march  to  the 
meeting.  Speaker  Tt— y  Ifcnn 
with  twj  assistant  speakers. 
Bob  gerllla  and  Jack  Lyrnw. 


would  form  the  rostrum 
party.  It  was  Judged  that 
fron  the  mcment  the  'reds' 
decided  to  mount  a  determin¬ 
ed  attack  an  the  rostnm.the 
Speaker  and  two  deputies 
with  their  hacks  to  the  Non 
unent  aould  hold-cut  a  whole 
ml  rube  before  a  'hospital  ls- 
ation-sltuation'  occurred! 

I  Maybe?! )  Therefore  protect¬ 
ive  relief -aid  within  that 
time-margin  was  of  the 
essence. 

Next,  the  Speaker  would 
dispense  with  a  rostrun,  the 
fifteen  Inches  high  mnrnanent 
base  would  serve  this 
purpose. 

Finally,  and  this  the  hub 
of  the  ' 60  second  protective 
relief'  -  considered  vital 
In  the  eat  lira  ted  circim- 
stances:  there  was  to  be 
three  parties  each  coipris- 
lng  six  Blackshirts, timed  to 
assemble  on  the  crcvrj  peri¬ 
phery  at  three  separate 
points,  at  the  same  time  as 
the  Speaker  ocnmenced  his 
speech .  Each  of  the  Black¬ 
shirt  sections  would  assume 
a  stationary  position  at  the 
outer -edge  of  the  crowd 
which  would  place  them  no 
nearer  than  30  yards  fron 
the  Spaaker.  In  addition, 
timed  to  assemble  by 
’strolling'  In  a  side-street 
sera  50  yards  distant  and  to 
the  rear  of  the 
would  be  another  fifteen 
Blackshirts,  their  arrival 
time  not  less  than  3  to  4 
mirutes  after  the  meeting 
starting  time. 

The  three  important  feat¬ 
ures  of  these  arrangements : 

1 .  fto  uniformed  Blackshirts 
would  be  vl sable  at  the 
meeting  site  before  the 
speakers  had  started  th 
meeting. 

2.  The  Blackshirts  wuld 
approach  the  venue  in 
pairs,  fron  three  direct¬ 
ions. 

3.  Their  arrival  timing  was 
of  the  utmost  Importance 

-  NOT  BEFORE  the  Speaker. 

As  anti  cl  pa  ted, the  arrival 
of  the  three  speakers  was 
areated  with  the  usual  loud 
'assenbly-yell' ,  for  shorten¬ 
ed  when  It  was  seen  there 
was  no  marching  colmti. 
Shcuts  about  the  absence  of 
“bodyguards"!  “have  they 
deserted";  “are  they  on 
strike"  etc. Crowd  attention , 
which  was  30-40  yards  In 
depth,  was  fully  centred  on 
the  rostnmi. 

'Fists  began  flying* 

Tti— y  Norm  mounted  the 
Improvised  platform.  Holding 
up  both  arms  and  giving  a 
placating  sidle,  started  his 
speech.  Desultory  aborting 
Indicated  that  the  main  body 
of  'reds'  were  fronting  the 
crowd.  Within  the  first  min¬ 
ute  they  began  mounting  the 
base-plinth  flanking  Horan. 
Chanting  started  ln-time  to 
a  gesticulated  beat  led  by  a 
man  on  the  corner  of  the 


base-plinth.  This  continued 
for  about  a  half-minute  and 
coincided  with  a  distinct 
growing  pressure  surrounding 
the  three  Blackshirts,  forc¬ 
ing  the  two  assistants  to 
st«p>-g)  and  Join  the  speak¬ 
er:  The  ’red-mobsters' 

cl need- in  and  tried  bo  drag 
the  Blackshirts  down,  and 
fists  began  flying  I  The 
three  periphery  Blackshirt 
squids.  In  3  wedge-format¬ 
ions,  then  hegan  moving  for¬ 
ward,  penetrating  the  err*d 
towards  the  seething  mob  at 
the  Mmwnent  base.  In  about 
15  seconds  the  18  reached 
their  goal .  Tim  fighting 
stopped  momentarily..  The 
'teds'  were  deary  sur¬ 
prised! 

Whilst  this  waa  happening, 
a  pxjlloe  sergeant  and  three 
constables  appeared,  their 
tactics  appearing  to  be 
aimed  at  dispersing  the 
crowd,  starting  from  the 
outer  edges  -  one  concen¬ 
trating  on  traffic  control. 
Despite  the  chaos  and  panrie- 
monlitn,  Harney  Itetan  attempt¬ 
ed  to  re-start  his  speech! 

At  this  point  the  polce 
sergeant  came  tlirough  the 
crowd  and  ordered  closure  of 
the  'meeting'.  There  then 
begrn  a  disciplined  but 
fighting  withdrawal  from  the 
ttorarant  towards  the  side- 
street,  linking  up  In  the 
narrow  street  with  their 
waiting  oranrades.  The  three 
police  squad  maintained 
a  loose  barrier  across  the 
street  Junction,  separating 
the  Blackshirts,  new  about 
40  strong,  firm  the  'red- 
hooligan  mob' . 

However ,  It  was  not  a 
prrblem  of  the  police  trying 
to  nmlntaln  pdbllc  order. 
There  was  new  no  disorder. 
The  mob-like  environment  had 
gone  and  the  'reds'  had  no 
stanch  far  an  open  fight 
against  a  40-strong  discip¬ 
lined  Blackshirt  force.  In 


their  objective  -  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  free- speech. 

.  The  Hlackshlrt  contingent 
formed -up  into  a  three 
co  lira  marching  order  and 
conrenced  a  disciplined  re¬ 
turn  to  their  HO,  singing  In 
strong  voices, their  marching 
song. 

Nevertheless,  the  'reds’ 
were  not  yet  finished.  They 
divided  Into  snail  cptnga  and 
deployed  along  the  half- 
mi  le  route  taken  by  the 
tm  rchlng  Blackshirts  to 
their  HO.  This  tactic  creat¬ 
ed  an  inpress  1  on  at  there 
being  a  wide-spread  vocifer¬ 
ous  public  opposition, a  sit¬ 
uation  exploited  by  the 
media  the  following  day, add¬ 
ing  to  the  'looking-glass' 
prrepaganda  of  distortion, 
that  outdoor  BUF  meetings 
became  'deliberate  confront¬ 
ations';  organised  conranlst 
violence  became  'strong  pub¬ 
lic  opposition;  orchestrated 
chanting  and  shouted  abuse 
he  aura  ‘vjgenxis  public  pro¬ 
test.  In  effect,  what  had 
been  a  traditional  form  and 
method  of  public  ccrmunl cat¬ 
ion  and  discourse,  was 
being  b latently  exploited 
and  used  to  provide  adalead- 
Iib  aid  distorted  opinion- 
forming  propaganda. 

Needless  bo  say  when  the 
Branch  gave  a  notice  of  In¬ 
tention  to  hold  a 
further  meeting  at  Ctwan’s 
Mjnunent,  the  police  Inform¬ 
ed  It  that  the  venue  was 
rxj  longer  available  for 
this  purpose ,  due  to  the 
problems  of  traffic  control 
and  other  normal  usage 
being  Interfered  with,  des¬ 
pite  the  fact  that  the  BUF 
had  moved  their  meetings  to 
that  venue  cn  police  advice. 

In  the  light  of  this  situ¬ 
ation  It  was  decided  to 
review  the  »dx>le  ptojiamie 

Turn  to  Efrge  8 


PAPERI  There  Newcastle  Blackthlrta  telling  eul  on  a  tales 
drive.  They  are  (tall  to  right)  E  Conning,  W.  Donaldson 
and  J.  Cox.  * _ 


any  case  they  had  achieved 
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CHANGING  ATTITUDES 

Historians  and  the  BUF 


ROGRR  RATWRI.L,  Seeior 
Urtattr  in  Politics  at  Ihr 
University  of  Rath,  pontnfj  a 
talent  -  rare  among  historians  - 
for  being  able  to  condense  a 
considerable  amount  of 
information  into  a  enmparilively 
short  space.  Thus  although  his 
chapter  on  Mosley  and  the  Bill7 
occupied  only  20  pages  of  bis 
327  page  book  he  presents  a 
shrewd  and  quite  fair 
assessment  of  both. 

Hut  why  do  historians  insist  on 
calling  Hitler  a  fascist7  The 
essential  qualification  for  a  fascist 


is  belief  in  the  Corporate  Slate 
with  its  occupational  franchise 
Hiller  never  had  Ihe  slightest 
interest  in  the  Corporate  State  • 
though  many  in  Britain  saw  it  as 
the  logical  development  of  Guild 
Socialism.  The  answer  must  be 
that  because  so  many  historians 


think  that  Hitler's  ’National 
Socialism*  represented  any  kind  of 
socialism. 

Harwell  calculates  that 

membership  of  Ihe  BUF  reached 
50.000  by  June  1934  -  but  he  also 
thinks  it  dropped  to  ’around  5,000" 
by  19361  So  much  nonsense  has 
been  written  on  this  subject  that 


the  facts  need  to  be  stated: 

By  October  1934  -  2  years  after 
its  foundation  -  the  BUF  had 
achieved  a  membership  of  40.000 
consisting  of  9.000  activists.  20,000 
non  active  members  and  some 
10.000  secret  members  Mast  of 
these  secret  members  were  small 
shopkeepers  who  were 
extraordinarily  nervous  about 
publicly  acknowledging  their 
support.  No  record  of  their 
membership  was  held  at  National 
Headquarters  nor  were  their 
records  kept  in  branch  premises 
Between  October  1934  and 
December  1937  membership 
declined.  However  from  January 
1938  membership  began  to  rise 
rapidly,  reaching  a  peak  of  40,000 
by  September  1939.  Many  of  those 


hold  Marxist  views,  they  hate  to 


Extracts  firm  RPCTH  EATWRrJ.*3  book, an  exanuLe  of  the  revaluation 
of  Mosley  and  the  BUF  taking  plaon  in  rrxxjsit  yeara. 


•"Fascist  Ideology"  says 
Bitwell ,  "is  a  form  of 
thought  which  preaches 
the  need  for  social  re¬ 
birth  In  order  to  forge 
a  holistic  national  rad¬ 
ical  Third  Why." 

•“Unfortunately  for  his 
career  as  a  Cbnserva- 
tive,  Noaley  quickly 
aroused  the  wrath  of  his 
local  party  association. 
He  exhibited  little  of 
the  deference  to  the 
party  leadership  which 
characterised  most  Cbn- 
servatlves.  Instead  Mos¬ 
ley  was  Independent  and 
at  time  highly  critical, 
most  notably  over  the 
failure  to  fulfil  the 
wartime  premises  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  "Land  Fit  for 
Heroes  * .  P.179 


suited  to  the  "theatric¬ 
al'  Italians  than  to  the 
British.  Yet  during 
January  1932  Mosley  saw 
the  future  -  and  he 
knew  It  worked.  P.182 

•"...the  BUF  program® 
represents  one  of  the 
clearest  statements  of 
policy  ever  to  be  put 
forward  by  a  fascist 
group."  /  P.182 

•“The  BUF 's  foreign  poli¬ 
cy  was  essentially  based 
cm  an  attempt  to  main¬ 
tain  the  imperial  status 
quo.  Given  Britain's 
relative  world  decline , 
there  was  clearly  no 
question  of  major  expan¬ 
sion.  ftasley  was,  there¬ 
fore,  willing  to  approve 
German  and  Italian  as  - 
pirations  as  long  as 
they  did  not  conflict 
with  British  interests. 

P.168 

•"In  all,  about  1500 
people  were  detained  for 
fascist  or  pro-German 
sympathies .  Although 
rumours  have  persisted 
oonseming  Ramsay ,  most 
were  undoubtedly  loyal 
citizens .  Indeed, one  BUF 
Rentier  was  arrested 
while  planning  to  sail 
to  save  men  from  tXm- 
kirk,  and  another  vwr 
arrested  on  his  return 
from  the  brave  rescue 
operation."  P.190 

•"The  history  of  French 
and  British  inter -war 
fascist!  has  been  revised 
in  Rrnny  ways  since  the 
early  1970s.  New  work  an 
French  fascism  has  shown 
that  it  was  not  a  minor 
foreign  Import ,  but  that 
proto-fascist  ideology 
was  an  lnpartant  strand 
In  the  French  political 
tradition  stretching 
back  through  Socal  into 
the  pre-war  era.  The 
leading  Israeli  histor¬ 
ian  Zeev  Sternbell,  has 
even  argued  that  fascist 
Ideology  reached  Its 


most  advanced  state  In 
Inter -war  France,  repre¬ 
senting  a  serious  synth¬ 
esis  of  natlonllsR  and 
sociailsn.  This  argument 
is  overstated  and  focus¬ 
es  too  much  an  fascist's 
left-wing  routes,  txit 
It  uider lines  the  grac¬ 
ing  willingness  to 
accept  fasclas  as  being 
based  cxi  a  serious  body 
of  ttoctrine.  The  last 
point  oould  be  mde 
about  Britain,  far  ttan- 
ley's  academic  biograph¬ 
er,  Robert  9ddelaky,has 
portrayed  his  subject  as 
capable  of  developing  a 
serious  program®  aon- 
aemed  with  Britain's 
long-run  eoonoxic  de- 
cliiw.  He  has  also  arg¬ 
ued  that  the  BUF  were 
the  victims  more  than 
the  perpetrators  of  vio¬ 
lent,  a  line  which  has 
been  taken  up  by  acme 
other  historians."  P.278 

•"At  the  turn  of  the 
twentieth  century,  a  new 
set  of  Ideas  emerged  to 
challenge  the  dominant 
ideas  of  tlberallsn  and 
socialism.  The  emerging 
partial  rehabilitation 
of  fascism  oould  help  to 
contribute  to  a  similar 
fin  de  alecle  stirring. 
Fascism  is  still  an  id¬ 
eology  that  dare  not 
speak  Its  name  In  polite 
oonpany,  hut  central 
tenets  -  such  as  the 
quest  for  community,  the 
desire  to  rediscover 
national  Identity ,  and 
the  belief  that  a  new 
sodo-eoononic  order  is 
required  -  seem  to  be 
re -emerging  on  the  Ekiro- 
paan  mental  landscape." 

P.279 

Eatwnll  oonraxtea  —that: 
"taadan  1s  cxi  thB  midi 
w**1"  if  atria -t  at 

t  imes  lie  w-ry  <ii  f  fejent  , 
but  the  Ideological  gore 

remains _ the  ame  -  the 

atteopt  to  create  a  holis¬ 
tic  radical  Third  MbT." 

P.286 


rcciuiLi  were  from  the  Left,  und 
the  BUF  win  still  signing  up  new 
members  until  May  1940. 

It  is  now  known  that  a 
considerable  number  of  BUF 
members  have  left  Testaments  of 
Faith*  ranging  in  length  from  a 
couple  of  thousand  words  to 
full  length  autobiographies.  One 
such,  by  the  BUPs  poetess.  Nellie 
Driver,  is  mentioned  on  page  24. 
and  Fstwell  s  source  notes  suggest 
that  there  is  a  section  about  her. 
possibly  with  extracts,  in  a 
symposium  entitled  The  Politics 
of  Marginality*. 

Harwell  belives  that  Mosley  and 
the  other  Wartime  internees  ’were 
kept  in  relatively  good  rood i lions 
and  well  treated’  -  a  view  that 
might  be  disputed  by  those 
members  of  the  BUF  who  had 
been  thrown  into  a  prison  wing  of 
Walton  Gaol  that  had  not  been 
occupied  or  cleaned  since  the  First 
Woild  War.  and  who  were  locked 
up  for  23'/i-hours  a  day  In  these 
Filthy  ’solitary  confinement"  cells 
while  sadistic  guards  tormented 
them  with  warnings  of  Imminent 
summary  execution. 

To  this  writer's  knowledge,  no 
historian  has  devoted  attention  to 
the  treatment  of  some  2300  other 
BUF  members  who.  though  not 
attested,  were  placed  under 
restriction  orders  that  made  their 
lives  almost  unbearable 
preventing  them  from  using  the 
telephone,  moving  more  than  3 
miles  from  their  homes,  taking 
their  children  to  school,  even  going 
to  woik.  Many  had  to  report  to  Ihe 
police  daily  or  weekly.  Among 
those  harassed  in  this  way  were 
Henry  Williamson,  the  naturalist 
writer.  Lady  Pearson,  sister  of 
Churchill's  Under  Secretary  for 
War.  Brigadier  General  Henry 
Page  Croft:  and  Commandant 
Mary  Allen.  Ihe  founder  of  the 
womens  auxiliary  police. 

_ FLI  ER  MARCY 

‘Fascism  -  A  History  by  Roger 
Ratwell,  Chatto  A  Wiadas.  £20 
»cL322j>«c*^16  phtriotiapfu. 


•"Mosley  proposed  that 
the  Government  should 
lnmediately  stimulate 
the  economy  with  a 
Keynesian  package  of 
measures,  such  as  reduc¬ 
ing  the  retirement  age 
to  sixty,  and  a  scheme 
of  public  works  .Rejected 
by  both  the  Cabinet 
and  the  labour  tarty 
annual  conference  .Mooley 
chose  early  In  1931  to 
form  his  own  grouping, 
the  New  tarty,  which 
would  pelaneer  a  'third 
solution'.  P.180 

•"Failure  to  ocme  to  an 
agreement  with  Churchill 
and  Lloyd  George  re¬ 
flected  a  more  funda¬ 
mental  development  In 
Manley's  thought.  He  wns 
moving  towards  a  break 
with  Parliamentary  de¬ 
mocracy,  which  he  felt 
was  incapable  of  provid¬ 
ing  the  decisive  lead¬ 
ership  necessary  to 
solve  the  growing  econ¬ 
omic  problem.  P.181 

•  1 

•"Moaley  acknlred  the  way 
in  which  Miawnllnl  had 
created  order  in  a  nat¬ 
ion  characterised  by  de- 
vislve  tendendencles ,but 
he  saw  fasclas  as  a  doc¬ 
trine  which  was  acre 
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A  RP.CliNT  welcome  addition 
to  (Indies  of  local  British 
Union  branches  is  The 
Blackshirts  in  Kingston 
Project". 

Ilils  purely  factunl  Investigation. 
Involving  extensive  research  by  a 
local  resident,  focuses  on  the 
pie  war  British  Union  branch  In 
Kingston  upon  Ihnmes  in  the 
tnhuihs  of  arm th  west  Inndon  It 
consists  of  four  parts:  a  WiHten 
Study,  riclnrlat  Study,  IXocummtary 
Study  and  turn  t'A  hour  audio 
cassettes  of  an  Interview  with  lire 
branch's  Womens  District  leader. 

The  Written  Study  records  sneo 
events  as  'MMt'  (Inike  coming  to 
speak  In  Kingston  Market  and  the 
unsuccessful  attempts  by  the  local 
Reds  to  stop  him:  the  Impromptu 
march  through  Kingston  by  thiee 
Blackshirt  hranches  in  the  evening 
following  the  Battle  of  (able  Street, 
ntajnr  local  meetings  by  Mosley  and 
other  leading  BU  officials  and  the 
arrest  of  at  least  three  branch 
activists  In  I  WO  I  he  Project  aK. 
reeotds  the  post  star  activity  of  tire 
Union  Movement  branch  In  this 
Royal  Borough  which  managed  to 
gain  about  KKMI  voles  In  a  local 
election  ns  late  as  19411. 

The  Photographic  Study  has  been 
^JrHmjdh^th^disroveri^o^a 

Every  Picture 
tells  a  Story 

Although  the  ptaonai 

record  of  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley's  life  and  times  is 
extensive.  it  is  woefully 
incomplete.  While  his  1930s 
and  post-war  political 
activities  are  well  illnstrated 
by  press  and  also  by 
sympathetic  photographers,  the 
first  known  still  photograph  of 
Mosley  only  dates  bach  to 
1915  and  shows  the  much 
published  picture  of  a  19  year 
old  in  military  aaiform  astride 
a  horse.  Despite  extensive 
research,  nothing  has  been 
found  prior  to  this  which  is 
surprising  considering  the 
family  background  and  the 
enlightened  views  of  Lady 
Maude,  his  mother. 


BRITISH  UNION  HISTORY 


A  study  of  the  Kingston-upon-Thames  Branch 
of  the  British  Union  1932-1940. 


Kingston  tkawii  Colours  py.gitnl  by  Oaetld  ffasley  at 
fan  (IQ.OEbn.  190k 


•if-war  album  of  "snaps'  taken  by  a 
nrmbet  showing  tmlfoimcd 
Btnckshiils  selling  paper*  In  retllinl 
Kingston  and  even  a  picture  ol  the 
last  Bianch  Annual  Dinner  in  1919 
cnmplrte  with  a  Special  Branch 
plant'  In  »hc  crowded  room. 


to  H. 

Some  indication  of  the 
thotnugliness  of  the  Ptoject  Is  hi  lie 
teen  In  the  recorded  Interview  with 
the  local  Womens  District  leader, 
Blanche  ( heaves,  who  was  also  the 
Bam  Drummer  In  the  British  Union 


SM£5  riiut:  TQacfcdhlrt  -  (he 
ferny",  Kingston  BhachahlrTs 
In  Kingston  ferket 


would  question  the  author's 
estimate  of  WO  raid  carrying 
member*  In  Kingston'  In  Hie  light  of 
inhumation  fiom  simitar  sulmthan 
I  (union  hianchcs  between  KIO  and 


I  he  Documentary  Study  contains 
extensive  icpoits  from  food 
newspapers  of  the  bianch '*  activities 
and  includes  tiansnlpts  fiom 
Mosley's  1910  speech  in  Surbiton 
Assembly  Rooms  following  the 
Munich  Crisis  which  received  one 
more  column  Inch  of  space  Ihan  a 
speecn  on  liie  same  subject  by  the 
M  P.  fot  Kingston  appealing  next 


This  Infernal  picture  of  One  ’rl 
fasley  wm  taken  by  •  'happy 
trapper'  oc  the  1937  Bladadtirt 
C^ap  end  has  been  dcrant  Cor 
_ oter  3D  yuan _ 

fcven  in  tne  1920s  records  are 
sparse.  Few  newspapers  took 
photography  seriously.  The  wnttrn 
word  was  all  imponant  with  often 
nothing  more  dun  a  snail  head  and 
shoulders  picture  brag  inserted  to 


Womens  Dium  Ootp.  She  was 
evidently  located  following  a  10 
year  search! 

Ihis  study  differs  from  other 
recent  works  In  that  It  Is  an 
Impartial  study  concerned  solely 
with  tecotdlng  Information  rather 
tlinn  drawing  conclusions.  Ihne  It 
little  In  find  fault  willt  In  this 
scholarly  rrojecl  though  If  ptrased 

break  up  the  acres  of  print  The 
lour  elections  during  this  period 
fully  reported  the  campaigns  but 
earned  few  iflusoaoons.  The  T trier 
and  other  social  journals  published 
pictures  but  these  hardly  reflected 
the  reality  of  the  age.  During  this 
ante  the  Kodak  Box  Brownie 
camera  with  its  fixed  tens  and 
idiot-proof  exposure  chart  was 
beginning  to  make  an  impact, 
reaching  its  maximum  popuianty  in 
the  1930s. 

While  it  is  not  expected  that 
miflv  pictures  of  British  Union 
processions  and  meetings  were 
taken  by  this  method,  the  few 
pictures  that  have  surfaced  give 
encouragement  m  believe  that  a 
few  supporters  did  take  something 
of  interest  and  some  may  still  be 
around  among  the  yellowing  snaps 
of  "baby  on  the  lawn"  and 
long-forgotten  seaside  holidays. 

Among  the  snaps  that  have  come 
to  light  is  a  group  shot  of  the 
Honour  Standards  at  the  1939  Earls 


191  mrmhrrs  would  seem  na'tc 
neat  the  rn.uk  I  would  also  have 
pielencd  the  sourer*  of 
inhumation  footnoted  on  each  page 
tnlhrt  than  being  given  in  a  gcnetnl 
list  at  the  conclusion 

WILLIAM  PARSONS 

0 Reseat chris  wishing  to  consult 
Ihis  wot  It  will  find  roples  at  the 
Kingston  Heritage  and  Museum 
Sc  i  vice.  Kingston  University 
I  itnaiy.  Sheffield  Ulthetsily  library 
and  the  I  Jhrary  ol  the  Imperial 
Wat  Museum,  london 

Court  Peace  Rxihr.  a  parade  of  the 
"Agonv  Wagons*  lined  up  outside 
the  Black  House.  Chelsea,  together 
with  uniformed  driven.  A  number 
of  mils  taken  by  members  were 
used  to  illustrate  John  ChamJev's 
autobiography  'Blackshirts  and 
Roses'  (available  through  FOM  for 
£14-95  inc.  postage)  together  with 
tome  from  his  own  album.  The 
FOM  Pictorial  Archive  Group  are 
now  appealing  to  readers  to  tee  if 
thev  have  anything  to  offer  on  loan 
so  a  copy  can  be  made.  One  of  the 
recent  'finds'  has  been  a  series  of 
snaps  taken  at  the  1934/7  Blackshirt 
Summer  Camps  at  Pagbam  and 
Selsey.  These,  among  other  things, 
show  a  relaxed  Mosley  talking  to  his 
followers.  However  trivial  it  mav 
seem  to  the  owner,  every  picture 
tells  a  story 

ROY  CUMMINGS 
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eoccrmic  issue  wb  left ,  at 
that  point-ln-time,  was 
tecelvlng  Parliamentary 
and/or  media  attention. 
(3)Stnyt  sales  of  litera¬ 
ture  In  the  City-centre 

would  be  Intensified  by 
covering  each  erf  three  or 
four  of  the  best  sales- 
polnts  with  more  titan  one 
Blackshirt  I  sal  esmn,  and 
these  pitches  would  be 
occupied  far  a  longer 
period  by  a  shift -system. 

The  first  of  this  group  of 
outdoor  meetings  was  held 
about  four  weeks  after  the 
final  Ctwan's  Ms  ament  clash 
with  the  local  'reds'  and 
their  Inserted  collaborat¬ 
ors.  Athough  the  audiences 
were  onnperatlvely  smeller, 
they  were  each  carried 
through  to,  and  including  a 
question  period.  There  *«■ 
no  disorder,  and  the  heck¬ 
ling  was  In  the  healthy 
traditional  British  way. 

A  several  wctfcs  asp  mist 
now  occur  In  my  Branch 
'recollections' ,  4e  tony 
joining  colleague  Bob  Shey- 
llle  who,  with  London' s 
Arthur  Ham,  was  engaged  in 


the  BUF  s  South  Meat  Agri¬ 
cultural  Tbur. 

The  Second  Anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  BUF  saw 
another  change  in  the  Tyne¬ 
side  District  Leadership. 
Ttmmy  Haran  left  to  Join 
the  staff  of  NID  In  London, 
and  Jack  Lyme  was  appointed 
District  Officer,  the  Dist¬ 
rict's  youngest  to  dste. 

The  last  two  months  of 
1931  saw  the  curtailment  of 
outdoor  meetings  eving  to 
the  onset  of  the  northern 


5  4  Geordieland 

of  simmer  time  weekly  outdoor 
meetings  in  the  City  centre. 
A  re-appraisal  and  assess¬ 
ment  was  called  foe: - 
(a)The  period  to  be  reviewed 
would  cover  1933  air)  1934 
bo  date. 

(bIThroughout  this  period 
about  15  meetings  had  been 
held.  Statistically,  509 
could  be  Judged  success¬ 
ful;  of  the  reminder, 
four  had  ended  In  violent 
disorder;  a  further  3  or 
4  were  truncated, beaming 
a  stumbles  within  about 
30  minutes  due  to  orches¬ 
trated  chanting. 

(cIThe  press  reporting  of 
these  events  had  restric¬ 
ted  Itself  to  giving  pub¬ 
licity  only  to  ’Disorder 


and  police  Intervention'. 
(d)Whllst  the  meetings  In 
1933  had  brought  an  en¬ 
couraging  timber  of  new 
recruits  and  a  measurable 
Increase  In  regular  read¬ 
ership  of  BUF  literature, 
this  particular  positive 
gain  fran  the  meetings 
had  slowed  in  1934. 

The  overall  picture  emerg¬ 
ing  from  this  detailed  ass¬ 
essment  was  that: 

(1 (Any  series  of  City -centre 
outdoor  meetings  going 
beyond  3  consecutively 
was  of  decreasing  propa¬ 
ganda  value. 

( 2 )0n  the  other  hand, a  com¬ 
plete  shut-down  of  these 
meetings  would  be  damag¬ 
ing  to  the  Movement's 
public  Imago,  and  urrtoub- 
tedly  harmful  to  young 
Blackshirts'  moral. 


( 3 (The  'red -opposition'  took 
2-3  w?eks  to  gather  aid 
organise  effective  'mob' 
elements. 

( 4  (The  reporting  by  tire 
print -media  was  slanted 
and  misleading,  and  could 
be  construed  as  'bringing 
glee  to  the  'red -group¬ 
ings  ' . 

The  decisions  arising  from 

this  re-assesamoit  was 

that: 

• 

(1 IThe  Clty-aentre  outdoor 
meetings  would  vary  In 
regularity,  and  when  held 
would  be  In  the  Bigg 
Market. 

( 2 )The  object  of  such  meet¬ 
ings  would  be  to  concen¬ 
trate  upon  a  categorlra^l 
expression  of  a  viewpoint 
or  policy  regarding  a 
particular  political  or 


winter,  and  with  the  depart¬ 
ure  of  "Pansy  Itaran  there  was 
not  a  local  speaker  avail¬ 
able.  On  two  evenings  a  week 
menbers  would  meet  to  dis¬ 
cuss  and  assimilate  a  var¬ 
iety  of  relevant  political 
and  economic  topics,  local 
and  central  goverrment 
election  regulations;  curr¬ 
ent  articles  published  in 
The  Blackshirt:  and  the  on¬ 
going  study  of  The  Leader's 
Greater  Britain. 

Throughout  there  ramlied 
the  the  enthualami  for  the 


min  objective  -  to  get  the 
ttasley  Message  Ouuri/r  bo 
the  ftrltiah  tapis. 


(Tta  be  continued) 
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The  Spirit  Lires...llie  Rest  Will  Folkm’ 


4 1  could  not  ask  to  live  at  any  other  moment  of  history  than  this, 
because  never  before  has  Mankind  been  confronted  with  such  choices 
of  disaster  car  greater  heights.  Do  live  In  that  sense  that  you  are 
Englishmen,  are  Europeans,  that  you  came  from  people  who  faced 
tremendous  odds  again  and  again.  Much  is  against  you  but  you  have 
within  you  that  Will,  that  Spirit,  above  all  that  F^ith  and  Belief 
which  will  lead  the  generations  to  acme  to  look  back  at  you  in 
the  pages  of  history  with  the  proud  words:  * 

**Ib  frig  land.  To  Britain,  lb  Europe  —  They  were  true"? 

-  Chald  Haler,  1963 

^  November  16th  1996  his  Centenary 


Still  sounds  the  Indomitable  beating  heart,  | 
still  echoes  the  inspiring  voice, 
still  abounds  the  unquenchable  spirit 


MOSLEY 

jlVEC  X”- 

LI  V  LU  Tomorrow 


By 

Peter 

Kenned} 


A  cnmJRT  on  from  hia  birth,  OSWALD  MOSLBY,  and 
the  Hjvwant  he  led  defy  the  categorisation  of  a 
political  phenomena  in  a  moment  of  time.  Through 
the  backdrop  of  their  greet  crusades,  the  man  and 
the  Movement  reach  out  with  a  timeless  call,  and 
ana  scarcely  acre  urgent  than  this  new  dark  age. 

Mosley  and  those  who 


'Mosley  was 
genuinely  loved 
by  his  followers. 

He  had  that  rare 
gift  far  inspiring 
devotion  and 
fidelity* 

Hhvb!  the  firr  of  tie 

BunhlL-imert;. .  .he  lasted 
at  their  n 

their  rrUea.  His  rtafhing 

lyimm  r£  nH  party 

«  tie:  they 

detested  most  ufcout  tda* 
WCBERT  ROW  toge  3 


took  up  his  cause  are  the 
inspiring  example  of  what 
mic^it  be  achieved  when 
large  umbers  of  our  fell¬ 
ow  countrymen  and  wanen 
say  "Brough"  and  go  Into 
the  streets  and  lanes  of 
Britain  to  proclaim  a 
message  of  national  recov¬ 
ery  and  renaissance. 

Sixteen  years  after  his 
death,  the  Great  Englishmen 
and  Elirapoan  remains  an 
outstanding  figure  of  crea¬ 
tive  imagination,  courage 
and  inspiration,  the  role 
model  of  the  union  of  the 
intellect  and  will  which  he 
saw  as  the  highest  instru¬ 
ment  of  political  action. 

Turn  to  Page  2 


W  SATNH5  and  with  warn  msv- 
crles  we  report  the  dacth  of 
HHI'  (LAKE, 
onp  of  fnmfcrs 
of  Fast  London's 
first  Brithh 
Ihion  branch, 

Ms  dedication 
mil  lfwWdrlp 
building  N/East 
Bfthnal  (keen 
into  the  largtst 
branch,  later  he 
hum  Ihtlunl 
Prupa&nfo  liWnlstrahT  util 
detained  in  1W1.  He  ww 
tfaaley'a  last  snrtlTtng 
Britl*h  lid  on  sstior  officer. 
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@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


We  Follow 

ftr  mm  will  dMU 


nobler  tfea  of  old. 
Ttaach  m  to  atrivm,  mn! 

■lory  In  the  atrtfe. 

Nor  falter  Warn  dm  flam 
of  life  gram  cnldj 
ftt  mast  Death  with  a 


■  law  to  dial 

pnsjnn  N30 

They  Fallowed 

it  Jade  P.Ldtfimei  Rgr 


AmldtRAflVR  S3 


SqAi:2/t:&oydcn  Britlrfi  Union 
ml.'aing  Berlin  (^sHaaniered 
Air  Force  Mmnrlal 


Sqdn:26:l  of  3  leytomtone 
Cty  High  Schl  pupils  joining 
Lejttnstone  femch  Brttlh 
Uiicn  killed  WW2:Rt  speaker: 
RrmvWrrr-i  Air  Force  IVacr  1- 


lt  Alim  VR:36 


lost  tti  Trader  northern  Rov¬ 
er  tlricester  British  ikOcn. 

Rmtshered  lamrft  Or  Hew- 
orlal.  5  Aaodej  1939 


2 


OOMRADfc* 


November  lb, 


MOSLEY  -  Britain's  Lost  Leader  says  Peter  Kennedy 


Continued  from  Page  1 

I  have  lost  count  of 
those  who  have  said  to  me, 
' If _ ftaoley  was  alive  today, 
he'd  swoop  the  country! ' 
Who  among  us  would  dissent 
from  that?!  Even  those  who 
balk  at  the  prospect  would 
have  to  agree  that  the 
interaction  of  the  most 
gifted  politician  in  Brit¬ 
ish  history,  with  the 
forces  of  decline  and 
sleeze  in  this  age  of  nat¬ 
ional  ignonlmity  would  be 
stimulating  indeed! 

TWo  years  ago  the  Estab¬ 
lishment  was  caught  in 
a  spin  when  a  tally  Express 
opinion  poll  showed  that  a 
third  of  the  British  people 
would  vote  for  a  be  Pen 
were  such  a  leader  and  par¬ 
ty  available  in  this 
country.  With  respects  to 
M  be  Ben,  I  would  back  a 
British  thoroughbred  to  do 
even  better! 

Older  readers  of  Comrade 
are  likely  to  have  personal 
recollection  of  Mosley's 
remarkable  personality  and 
qualities;  a  creative,  an¬ 
alytical  intellect  allied 
to  great  charisma,  energy, 
courage  unequalled  in 
British  politics,  and 
legendry  gift  of  speech 
that  spoke  to  reason  and 
the  heart,  lb  be  loved  is 
not  a  condition  to  which 
even  the  more  admirable 
politician  can  usually 
aspire,  but  Masley  was 
genuinely  loved  by  his 
followers.  He  had  that  rare 
gift  for  inspiring  devotion 
and  fidelity.  When  his 
biographer,  Robert  Skidel - 
sky  said  that  Mosley  de¬ 
veloped  a  personal  relat¬ 
ionship  with  the  people  of 
East  London  unique  in  Brit¬ 
ish  politics,  this  was  also 
the  exhuberant  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  wider  bond  be¬ 
tween  the  man  and  the 
movement. 

Fate's  elusive  gift 

"If  only  Mosley . I" 

Awesome  indeed  were  the 
gifts  that  Mosley  took  into 
his  life's  battle,  but.... 
and  here  surely  is  where 
the  IF  is  located..... they 
were  uncansunated  by  fate's 
most  critical  and  elusive 
gift;  timing. 

British  Union  was  launch¬ 
ed  when  the  slump  had 
peaked.  Even  so  it  grew 
over  a  seven  year  period 
during  which  the  jobless 
trend  dipped  and  the 
"international  situation" 
got  worse.  Scarcely  con¬ 
ductive  factors  for  a  rev- 


'a  courage 
unequalled  In 
British  politics' 


Mosley  leaving  hospital 
after  being  knocked  un¬ 
conscious  by  a  shower  of 
bricks  from  a  Red  mob  at 
an  open  air  meeting  In 
Liverpool  in  1937.  His 
message  “Vte  fight  on  and 
fight  harder." 

Dictionary  patriotic  move¬ 
ment  urging  "Mind  Britain's 
Business.". 

Yet  despite  this,  the 
Movement  entered  the  life 
of  the  nation  as  no  other 
young  political  force  has 
ever  done.  It  set  about  de¬ 
stroying  the  class-based 
political  culture  of  Brit¬ 
ain,  confronting  the  pat¬ 
riotism  versus  progress 
orthodoxy  by  uniting  each 
in  a  dynamic  new  creed. 

Mosley  silenced  a 
prelude  to  ending 
Qnaat  Britain 

In  doing  so  of  course  it 
inevitably  attracted  (to  a 
degree  unparalleled  in  Bri¬ 
tish  history)  the  hatred  of 
the  forces  of  class  wax , 
liberalism  and  reaction, 
its  membership  peaking  on 
the  eve  of  the  war  that  was 
silence  British  Union  as  a 
prelude  to  putting  an 
end  to  Great  Britain. 

As  Mosley  said,  for 
the  Movement,  the  war 
(an  event  that  saw  the  par¬ 
adoxical  coalition  of  Brit¬ 
ish  class  warriors  and  re¬ 
actionaries)  was  a  disaster 
of  limitless  preportions. 


With  "Good  old  Mosley"  Bwt  Biters  greet  him  when 
he  spoke  at  Salmon  Lame,  Limehouse  after  he  head¬ 
ed  a  walk  of  thousands  from  a  meeting  at  Victoria 
Park  Square,  Bethnal  Green,  a  week  after  the 
'entire  population  of  East  Ehst  London  had  risen 
against  him  in  the  so-called  'Battle  of  Cfeble 
Street'  an  October  4,  1936,  a  suggestion  that 
prompted  Special  Branch  to  report  was  'far  from 
reflecting  accurately  the  state  of  affairs'. 


When  it  was  over,  the 
potent  and  enduring  legacy 
of  the  Establishment's 
anti-Mosley  propaganda, 
combined  with  50s  60s  tran¬ 
quility  and  prosperity  to 
ensure  that  the  new  Union 
Movement  fought  along 
a  very  hard  and  inhospit- 
1  table  road.  So  for  the 
second  time  in  four  de¬ 
cades,  a  ruinous  Establish¬ 
ment  and  its  placemen  were 
fortunate  in  History's 
caprice. 

What.  might  haw  been  ach¬ 
ieved  had  fate  showered  the 
gift  of  beneficent  timing 
cn  a  item  of  genius  rather 
than  on  the  Itaanillans, 
Wilsons  and  Ms  jars  7  No  war, 
no  lass  of  Biplre,  no  serv¬ 
ility  bo  foreign  bankers 
and  politicians,  no  "multi¬ 
cultural"  Britain. 

Instead,  a  peaceful, 
noble,  dynamic,  honogeneous 
Britain  -  a  nation  wherein, 
to  recall  the  Objects  of 
British  Union,  "All  shall 
work  and  tlus  enrich  their 
country  and  themselves. ... 
Opportunity  shall  be  open 
bo  all,  but  privilege  to 


none... and... the  barriers 
of  Class  shall  be  destroyed 
and  the  energies  of  every 
citizen  devoted  bo  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  British 
Nation."  Cbmpare  these 
words  and  vision  with  the 
conditions  of  Britain 
today. 

But  if  Oswald  Mosley  is 
THE  Lost  Leader,  what  resi¬ 
dual  strength  and  encour¬ 
agement  can  we  draw  sixteen 
years  after  his  death? 
Surely  this;  that  Mosley's 
life  and  record,  and  that 
of  his  Movement,  are  an  ex- 
tlnguishable  beacon  in  a 
a  very  long  night  in  the 
life  of  our  country  and 
Continent. 

Vte  are  no  longer  a  homo¬ 
geneous,  racially  ccherant 
nation.  Even  to  speak  of 
"Britishness"  is  to  court 
the  surveillance  executives 
of  the  race  thought  police. 
Tb  this  extent  alone,  the 
challenge  before  us  Is 
greater  than  at  any  time 
in  our  history. 

Ckxr  politicians  are 
muddling  us  into  crisis 
Turn  to  Page  4 
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Needed  more  than  ever  in  this  age  of  sleaze  and 
corruption  amid  scenery  of  decadence  and 


decay  says  Robert  Row 


'And  he  gave  them  a  uniform,  the 
blackshirt,  raising  them 
above  the  differencles  of  class,  making 
them  an  elite... And  he  gave  them  a  spirit' 


It  «s  said  by  his  poli¬ 
tical  enemies  in  the 
1920s  that  OSWALD  KKLEY 
was  "bom  with  a  golden 
spocn  In  his  mouth" .  The 
sanctimonious  guardian 
of  the  labour  terty's 
conscience,  Arthur  Hend¬ 
erson,  often  referred 
disparagingly  to  Mosley 
as  "the  rich  young  man". 
But  the  Fhtes  appeared 
to  have  showered  the 
young  man  with  every 
sort  of  gift:  a  disting¬ 
uished  record  in  the 
Royal  Flying  Gbrps  over 
Flanders  fields  in  the 
recent  war,  skill  as  a 
swjtdsmn ,  great  stat¬ 
ure,  charisma,  brains,  a 
formidable  speaking 

style,  wit,  repartee, 
the  ability  to  cast  down 
opponents  in  debate. 
Mosley  seemed  to  have  it 
all.  little  wonder  that 
he  was  soon  spoken  of  as 
a  future  prime  minister. 

So  the  flatters  gath¬ 
ered  round  as  his  name 
soared  like  a  meteor  and 
his  oratory  drew  the 
crowds.  Fleet  Street  feat¬ 
ure-writers  singled  him 
out.  Hostesses  competed  to 
get  him  into  their  drawing 
rooms.  That  tedious  old 
Fabian  gasbag  Beatrice 
Webb  gushed  in  her  diary, 
"We  have  just  irade  the 
acquaintance  of  the  most 
attractive  man  in  the 
House  of  Obnmons",  though 
very  primly  she  feared 
that  so  much  brilliance 
concealed  dark  motives.  It 
was  a  time  when  most  poli¬ 
ticians  were  dull  and 
grey  and  the  colourful 
Mosley  was  just  what  the 
political  system  needed  to 
liven  it  up. 

Hence  the  fury  of  the 
Establishment,  the  mass 
media  and  the  money  power 
—  the  unholy  triumvirate 
that  directs  British  poli¬ 
tics  to  this  day  —  when 
they  found  he  laughed  at 
their  blandishments  and 
their  prizes.  Mosley's 
scathing  opinion  of  the 
old  party  game  was  what 
they  detested  most  about 


him.  His  attitude  bo  the 
political  system  was  scrap 
it  and  get  a  new  one. 

Mosley  went  into  poli¬ 
tics  with  two  missions,  to 
stop  Britain  being  involv¬ 
ed  in  a  second  world  war 
and  to  build  "a  land  fit 
far  heroes  to  live  in" 
premised  in  the  first  one. 
He  entered  Parliament  in 
1918  in  his  twenties  as 
the  youngest  M.P.  He  had 
gained  a  lifetime's  exper¬ 
ience  by  the  time  he  was 
through  his  thirties.  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  New  Members' 
Association  that  spoke  for 
the  soldi er-M.Ps  of  1918, 
active  on  the  Peace  with 
Ireland  Council ,  he  then 
went  an  to  collaborate 
with  Keynes  in  developing 
his  economic  ideas.  By 
1925  Britain  was  in  the 
grip  of  a  great  deflation. 
Government  and  parliament 
abdicated  as  the  bankers 
put  the  whole  country 
through  the  mangle.  That 
was  the  time  when  Prime 
Minister  Baldwin  got  up  to 
tell  Britain  it  had  to 
accept  "a  big  reduction  in 
wages" ,  making  a  mockery 
of  the  pledged  land  fit 
for  heroes  to  live  in. 

He  stood  by  striking 
miners  to  the  end 
Mosley's  reply  to  Bald¬ 
win  was  to  sharpen  the  in¬ 
vective  in  his  already 
stinging  speacbes.  When 


the  General  Strike  in  1926 
began,  in  support  of  the 
miners  facing  drastic  cuts 
in  their  living  standards, 
he  was  in  the  forefront  of 
the  resistance.  But  when 
the  T.U.C.  leaders  lost 
their  nerve,  called  off 
the  strike  and  left  the 
miners  to  their  fate, 
Mosley  stood  defiant.  The 
miners  stayed  out  to  the 
following  winter  until 
starvation  forced  them 
back  to  work  at  slashed 
pay.  Mosley  stood  by  them' 
to  the  end,  speaking  again 
and  again  to  packed  meet¬ 
ings  in  their  support. 

More  disillusionment  lay 
ahead.  By  1929,  Tbry  pros¬ 
perity  based  an  deflated 
industrial  wages  was  wear¬ 
ing  thin.  The  coming  Great 
Depression  was  bannering 
at  the  door.  That  year 
ccnmodity  prices  were  be¬ 
ginning  to  collapse  world¬ 
wide,  aninously  for  a  Bri¬ 
tain  proudly  claiming  to 
be  the  world's  leading 
trading  nation.  And  in  the 
General  Election  of  that 
year  the  craft  Stanley 
Baldwin  contrived  to 
loose  it  to  serve  his  long 
term  party  strategy,  hand¬ 
ing  over  power  to  a  labour 
Party  lie  knew  would  be  ov¬ 
erwhelmed  by  the  problems 
on  the  way .  In  fact  the 
labour  Party  leaders  had 
not  the  slightest  idea 
what  to  do  about  the 


Depression,  until  the  cri¬ 
sis  broke  in  August  1931 
and  the  roof  fell  in  on 
the  whole  bewildered  gang. 

Mosley  was  one  of  the 
ministers  responsible  for 
unemployment;  characteris¬ 
tically  he  was  given  not 
given  power  to  do  any¬ 
thing.  He  endured  labour's 
doming  farce  until 
Christmas  1929,  whe  he  put 
together  his  own  ideas  to 
deal  with  the  rising  unem¬ 
ployment.  Famous  as  the 
Mosley  Memorandum,  it  has 
since  been  highly  praised 
by  men  like  Professor 
A. J.P. Taylor  and  Richard 
Crossman.  In  1930  however 
nothing  was  done  about  it 
for  five  months  and  the 
rejected  outright,  where¬ 
upon  Mosley  resigned  from 
the  government.  Yet  still 
labour  paralysed  while  the 
country  sped  towards  an 
economic  Niagara,  Mosley 
launching  his  New  Party  in 
March  1 931 .  It  had  a  few 
stormy  months  before  the 
crisis  broke  and  a  bogus 
coalition  of  old  political 
duds  was  then  hurriedly 
assembled  as  the  "National 
Government  of  Great  Brit¬ 
ain".  Such  was  the  panic 
in  the  country  that  this 
blatent  trick  was  acclaim¬ 
ed  as  a  reassuring  step! 
In  the  following  General 
Election  so  hard-faced  was 
the  deception  that  the 
very  men  who  had  muddled 
Britain  into  the  crisis 
were  now  presented  as  the 
prophets  of  better  times 
ahead. 

Mosley  shed  all  his 
illusions 

And  a  thankful  country, 
recovering  fran  its 
fright,  voted  for  better 
times  ahead.  The  New  Party 
which  had  told  the  truth 
was  wiped  out  at  the 
polls.  That  was  enough  for 
Mosley  who  had  new  shed 
all  his  illusions.  In  Oct¬ 
ober  1932  he  founded  the 
British  Union  of  Fascists. 

However ,  he  paused  to 
deliver  a  farewell  jibe  at 
the  party  for  which  he  had 
worked  so  long  and  which 
had  collapsed  so  ignemini - 
cwsly.  Labour,  he  said, had 
spent  years  awaiting  the 

Tom  to  Page  4 
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with  the  rest  of  Europe, 
while  courting  the  disaster 
of  global  free  trade  and 
the  lew  wages,  sweated  con¬ 
ditions  and  all  that  comes 
with  it.  And  linked  with 
the  unrestricted  gJobal 
market  is  another  21st  Cen¬ 
tury  nightmare;  the  threat 
of  massive  illegal  immigra¬ 
tion  from  the  Third  World 
to  Britain  and  other  Euro¬ 
pean  nations. 

'What  has  happened  to 
this  gauntry  of 
theirs1 

Meanwhile  our  young  people 
stare  into  a  future  emptied 
of  worthwhile  work,  homes, 
and  a  sense  of  fulfillment, 
but  spewing  cut  a  sense  of 
hopelessness  and  decay, 
crime,  pornography  and  deg¬ 
radation.  Older  generations 
look  on,  wondering ,  fear¬ 
ing,  what  has  happened  to 
this  oountry  of  theirs. 

This  nucdi  is  certain.  The 
pol  itical — social —  cultural 
system  that  is  responsible, 
reform  itself.  It  mist  be 
swept  away  and  replaced. 
Capital!  an  has  sacrificed 
the  happiness  of  nnny 
pursuit  of  profit.  It  has 
forgotten  that  an  economy 
exists  to  serve  the  people, 
and  not  the  other  way 
round.  It  rejects  the  not¬ 
ion  of  oemnunity  and 
nation,  with  mutual  obli¬ 
gations  and  bransendent 
loyalties,  and  instead  re¬ 
gards  these  as  no  more  than 
marketing  areas  made  up 
of  individual,  competing 
producers  and.  consumers. 

And  worse  could  follow. 
The  Caily  Ttelegraph  has 
cited  a  survey  of  300  Con¬ 
servative  graduates,  show¬ 
ing  the  "New  Right  Radi¬ 
cals"  are  indifferent  to 
sexual  ethics ,  oppose 
religeon  and  favour  the  de- 
criminalisation  of  drugs. 
"They  are  indi vidua  1st  and 
very  internationalist 

(while  hostile  to  Britain 
in  Europe ) .  "They  marvel  at 
the  globalisation  of  capi¬ 
tal.  They  are  not  as  rooted 
to  the  culture  of  the  nat¬ 
ion  state  as  senior  Con¬ 
servatives  might  be."  There 
heroes  are  John  Redwood , 
Arnold  Schwarzenegger  and 
Victor  Kiam. 

If  the  Right  have  inject¬ 
ed  new  life  into  the  cliche 
about  knowing  the  price  of 
everything  and  the  value  of 
nothing,  Socialism,  now  in 
eclipse,  has  also  suppress¬ 
ed  the  human  spirit,  this 
time  for  the  sake  of  stand¬ 
ardised  equality. 


It  opposes  the  dynamic, 
has  a  love  affair  with  med- 
iocricity,  and  cultural 
loyalty.  At  root  -  and  seen 
in  contemporary  form.  Pol¬ 
itical  Correctness  -  Brit¬ 
ish  socialism  in  particular 
reveals  a  bias  towards  the 
perversion  of  the  best  in 
human  nature.  Each  of 
these  creeds,  socialist  and 
capitalist,  is  entirely 
material  in  its  orient¬ 
ation,  yet  capable  of 
leaving  millions  in 
destitution. 

Mosley  shows  there  is  an 
alternative,  and  Comrade 
has  performed  an  invaluable 
service  in  giving  the  hist¬ 
orical  record  of  what 
Mosley  stood  for,  what  his 
Movement  achieved,  the  kind 
of  men  and  women  who  supp¬ 
orted  him,  and  the  ideals 
and  policies  that  inspired 
them.  Against  the  decades 
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day  when  capitalism  would 
fail  and  the  hour  of  soc¬ 
ialism  would  ‘strike.  The 
big  day  had  cone,  but  what 
happened?  labour's  leaders 
had  deserted  to  the  enemy 
and  the  party  faithful  had 
fled  the  field.  "Nhat  are 
we  to  think  of  a  Salvation 
Army  which  takes  to  its 
heels  on  Judgement  Day?" 

Throughout  his  life  Mos¬ 
ley  poured  out  a  success¬ 
ion  of  policies  of  action 
for  the  great  issues  of 
the  day.  That  had  been  one 
of  his  main  contributions 
to  the  labour  Party  and 
New  Party  alike,  and  seme 
of  his  greatest  thinking 
was  done  for  the  B.D.F. 
Indeed  there  was  a  new 
seriuosness  about  him  from 
that  time  cn,  as  the  words 
from  the  Introduction  to 
his  book  "The  Greater  Bri¬ 
tain"  show. 

"We  ask  thoae  who  join 
os  too  irch  with  us  in  a 
grant  and  hazardous  ad¬ 
venture.  Hat  without 
struggle  will  the  future 
be  won.  We  ask  the  to  be 
prepared  to  sacrifice  all, 
but  to  ao  for  in  ill  and 
uuwlit  Lli  ends.  We  can  only 
offer  to  them  the  deep  be¬ 
lief  that  they  are  fight¬ 
ing  that  a  great  land  nay 
live"1. 

It  was  with  the  -wap 
dedicated  spirit  that 
Julius  Chesar  and  a  few 
thousand  men  crossed  the 
little  River  Rubioon  and 


of  lies,  vilification,  fab¬ 
rications  and  misrepresent¬ 
ations  -  a  deep-died  patt¬ 
ern  which  show  no  sign  of 
fading  -  the  truth  is  being 
told. 

What  would  Mosley  say  to 
us  in  1996?  Here  we  can 
only  speculate,  but  a 
combination  of  distinctive 
principles,  noble  vision, 
and  am  ever  adapting  re¬ 
sponse  to  changing  circum¬ 
stances  are  surely  the 
basic  factors. 

Mosley's  thinking  was  al¬ 
ways  ahead  of  events.  He 
spared  little  thought  for 
the  past,  living  in  the 
present  and  viewing  the 
future.  Mosley's  proposals 
for  1948  had  moved  cn  from 
those  of  1938,  because  the 
vorld  situation  had 
changed.  By  1962  and  again 
In  1972  they  had  adapted 
yet  again.  The  approach  of 
a  new  century  would  find 
his  response  ranging  once 
more,  re -aligning  his  core 


set  out  cn  their  epic 
march  to  change  completely 
the  old  Renan  world. 

Mosley  was  not  only  a 
hard  innovative  thinker .He 
was  also  probably  the  most 
dynamic  British  orator  of 
his  time.  The  "Manchester 
Guardian"  reported  one  of 
his  meetings  on  his  road 
to  fascism: 

"He  begins  very  smiling¬ 
ly  with  some  reference  to 
his  legend,  but  he  has  not 
got  very  far  before  the 
smile  disappears,  and  the 
face  says  'into  battle'. It 
is  an  earnest  gripping 
mood.  First  the  apathetic 
audience  is  arrested,  then 
stirred,  and  finally  swept 
off  its  feet  by  a  tornado 
of  a  peroration  yelled  at 
the  defiant  high  pitch  of 
a  tremendous  voice  —  a 
peroration  the  old  men 
"who  mridled  my  generation 
into  the  crisis  of  1 91 4.  . . 
who  have  laid  waste  the 
power  and  glory  of  our 
land. .  . .  from  whose  tired 
old  hands,  stained  with 
blood  and  disasters  irram- 
erable,  our  flag  is  slipp¬ 
ing  into  dust  and 
dishonour'" 

'Quae  the  quickening 
beat  of  Mosley's? 
drum1 

Thus  it  was  not  just 
another  party,  not  just 
another  movement  that  he 
led  in  the  B.U.F.  His 
purpose  was  to  gather 
men  and  women  and  to  re¬ 


thinking  to  new  conditions. 
We  must  follcw  that 
example. 

The  quest  for  conrnun- 
ity,  a  desire  to  re¬ 
discover  national  ident¬ 
ity,  and  the  belief 
that  a  new  socio-econom¬ 
ic  order  is  required, are 
the  three  principle  con¬ 
victions  cited  by  the 
historian  Roger  Eatwell, 
as  post-Fascism's  chall¬ 
enge  to  socialism, 
capitalism  and  liberal¬ 
ism,  new  "re-emerging  on 
the  European  mental 
landscape." 

It  is  a  landscape 


which 

must  be 

shaped 
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'Probably  the  most 
dynamic  British 
orator  of  his  time' 


new  them  In  order  that 
they  renewed  their  ooun¬ 
try.  Across  the  land 
there  came  the  quicken¬ 
ing  beat  of  Mosley's 
dnxn,  beating  out  the 
slogan  "Britain  First", 
"Britain  First".  And  he 
gave  them  a  uniform,  the 
blackshirt,  raising  them 
above  the  differences  of 
class,  making  them  an 
elite.  For  nations  are 
saved  by  elites,  not 
mobs.  And  he  gave  them  a 
spirit  —  "the  steel 
creed  of  an  iron  age"  — 
a'  creed  needed  more 
than  ever  in  this  age  of 
sleeze  and  corruption, 
amid  the  scenery  of 
decadence  and  decay. 

"The  choice  before  all 
great  nations  is  heroism 
or  oblivion"  Mosley  told 
the  British  people.  That 
choice  has  now  become  of 
utmost  urgency  far  Brit¬ 
ain  and  for  Europe. 


I  Mosley-  Needed  more  than  ever 
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Mick  Clarke 


THE  LAST  surviving  sen  lor 
officer  of  Mosley's  British 
(Mien  has  died,  in  his  86th 
year,  BWBST  GEORGE  'KICK' 
(XARKE.  As  the  Movement's 
Senior  Propaganda  Adslnia- 
trator,  he  Mas  one  of  the 
five  who  signed  with  Mosley 
the  official  Instruction  bo 
Mariners  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  last  war. 

But  it  la  not  as  a  senior 
officer  that  he  was  rememb¬ 
ered  by  his  old"  comrades 
through  the  long  years  since 
the  stirring  events  of  the 
1930s,  and  still  is  by  the 
surviving  few,  but  as  the 
popular  'MICK*  who  pioneered 
British  Union's  mass  move¬ 
ment  in  Ihst  London  where 
he  was  spoken  of  as  'the 
idol  of  Bethnal  Green ' . 

It  was  in  BOH  that  HDB, 
then  23,  and  (M trick  Owen 
Haris,  both  In  the  furniture 
business,  opened  British  (Al¬ 
lans  first  Btst  London 
branch  in  the  autusi  of 
1934,  bo  be  followed  shortly 
after  by  North  feat  Bethnal 
Green  branch,  an  old  stable 
In  Green  Street,  doe  ley 
assisted  by  FOM's  CYril 
PI— fcmtt  and  Dick  Build— nt, 
it  became  by  1936,  i  wsiliml 
British  (Aden's  largest 
branch,  its  signed  menber- 
shlp  running  into  four 
figures. 

At  first  the  meetings  at 
street  corners  were  noisy, 
rowdy  and  violent,  the  oppo¬ 
sition  coming  largely  from 
local  conounista  who  saw  the 
fledgling  BUT  as  a  dangerous 
competitor  in  securing  work¬ 
ing  class  support, and  others 
who  objected  to  the  BUF'e 
appeal  of  ‘Britain  First’ 
and  'Britain  far  the  Brit¬ 
ish.  In  those  early  days, 
night  after  night  Blacric- 
shlrts  from  NHQ  in  Chelsea 
bundled  Into  the  old  vans 
and  chase  bo  Bethnal  Green 
to  help  fight  off  the  Red 
attacks  on  the  meetings  af¬ 
ter  receiving  a  riot-call. In 
time  this  became  tmeoceas- 
ary  as  local  enthusiastic 
support  was  achieved. 

Hick  Clarks  *s  debut  as  a 
speaker  was  when  a  l«Q 
speaker  failed  to  appear  and 
was  'bullied*  to  mount  the 
platform.  His  speech  was 
(ns  a  policy  leaflet  after 
trfilch  he  beat  a  hasty  re¬ 
treat  as  another  speaker  be¬ 
came  available.  He  went  to 
be  regarded  by  the  Movement, 
and  outside  observers,  as 
one  of  the  two  best  speakers 
after  Mosley.  Probably  the 
best  speech  of  his  life  was 
during  the  Mmich  crisis  In 
Sepbenher  1938  when  at  a 
huge  "Britons  Fight  far  Bri¬ 
tain  Only"  meeting  at  Itamo 
ermalth,  he  held  a  200- yard 
street  to  rapt  and  awesome 


attention  whilst  awaiting 
Mosley's  arrival. 

Or»  recalls  the  roar  of 
the  eras i  as  he  qulppmi  in 
response  to  the  nmdla's 
Adolf  Hitler  'rape  of  Aust¬ 
ria'.  "Never  has  a  maiden 
been  raped  so  miy",  a 
similar. 

Mir*  n«N»  became  Dist¬ 
rict  Leader  of  North  East 
Bethnal  Qreen  and  then  Dist¬ 
rict  Inspector  of  Bethnal 
Green.  In  March  1937,  within 
three  years  of  the  Branch's 
birth,  standing  as  a  BU 
candidate  In  the  LOC  'house¬ 
holders'  Election,  he  ach¬ 
ieved  23  per  cent  of  the 
vote,  beating  the  Liberals 
Into  second  place.  In  1938 
he  wag  appointed  Propaganda 
Administrator  by  Mosley  at 
NHQ,  his  friend  and  coll¬ 
eague  Cyril  Plankett  taking 
over  his  local  duties  and 
continuing  the  growth  of  the 
local  movement. 

Mick  was  detained  under 
the  18B  Bnergency  Regula¬ 
tor®  In  1940  and  renal ned  as 
a  British  Political  Prisoner 
until  September  1944.  After 
the  war  he  spoke  once  at 
Ridley  Road,  Dalstcn  In  the 
early  days  of  Uhl  on  Movement 
and  again  at  a  street  meet¬ 
ing  In  Derby  in  the  early 
1950s  but  never  returned  to 
active  politics. 

fte  was  ore  of  the  many 
who  suffered  hardship  after 
the  war  through  the  unjust 
treatment  of  four  years 
Imprisonment  without  charge 
or  trial.  It  is  not  been 
generally  known  that  just 
before  the  war  his  only 
child,  a  son,  died  within 
several  months  of  birth,  and 
whilst  Mick  was  detained 
and  unable  to  deal  with  the 
problem,  his  marriage  broke 
up.  Ear  same  years  after  the 
war  he  great  difficulty  In 
securing  agployraent  because 
of  his  'past'  when  unavoid¬ 
ably  was  make  known  to  fut¬ 
ure  employers.  Ha  married 
again  In  1948  and  after  some 
years  of  struggle  settled 
for  a  more  peaceful  life 
than  that  triiich  had  brought 
hardship  bo  his  middle 
years.  And  «4io  would  blame 
him? 

Hs  finally  retired  to  a 
peaceful  Btglish  village  I 
during  irfiich  period  he  main¬ 
tained  contact  with  his 
dome  friends  in  British  Un¬ 
ion,  and  became  a  regular 
reader  of  Ctamrmds  as  FCM  at 
the  sane  time  maintained  the 
•ecreoy  of  his  wherabouta 
from  thoae,  even  with  the 
best  of  motives,  were  trying 
to  trace  him.  One  would  not 
wish  the  Inevitable  public¬ 
ity  destroying  hlrf  life  far 
the  second  time,  and  in  his 
declining  years. 


MICK  CLARKE  is  'mobbed'  by  young  supporters  in 
Bethnal  Green  when  he  was  a  candidate  in  the  LOC 
Elections  in  March  1937 
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Mosley’s  old  East  Enders 


Jack  Groves 


Possibly,  at  92,  the  olAsst 
surviving  ■prater  of  British 
Uilcn,  &st  London  bom 
JACK  GROVES,  has  died. 

feckney  bam  Jade  Graves 
joined  the  BUF  In  1933  and 
became  attached  to  Centra 1 
Hackney  Branch  at  Balls  ftard 
Hoad,  to  Is  ton  when  It  was 
formed  In  1935.  lie  was  far  a 
time  Branch  Propaganda  Offi¬ 
cer  and  trained  to  become  an 
NW  speaker  and  was  a 
regular  speaker  at  Ridley 
Road. 

In  1937  he  was  transferred 
by  NHO  to  beocme  far  a  short 
time  District  Leader  of  Kal- 
thamstew  West  Branch.  A  year 
later  he  left  Hackney  to  set 
up  home  In  Essex  and  and 
transferred  to  Epplng  Branch 
and  continued  his  active 
work  and  speaking  with  the 
branch  until  the  goverrment 
ban  on  British  Union  In 
1940. 

Jack  Grooves  wife, who  died 
a  few  years  ago,  was  an  ac¬ 
tive  Blackshirt,  and  both 
parents  active  supporters 
who,  though  no  Unger  young, 
joined  BU  marches  with  en¬ 
thusiasm.  When  at  Epplng 
Branch  he  met  the  young  Brlc 
S lurking  who  was  to  be  In 
the  London  Drum  Cbrps  and  In 
Onion  Movement's  Dnxn  Cbrps 
after  the  war.  Brlc,  who 
died  In  1988  married  Jack's 
daughter  Pamela  who  we  are 
pleased  to  welcome  at  FOH 
functions  keeping  up  the 
family  loyalty. 

At  the  time  of  the  mass 
BO  arrests  In  1940  his  home 
was  raided,  Including  the 
lifting  of  floorboards,  by 
the  police.  They  confiscated 
his  mifona  and  left  and  was 
then  one  of  those  lucky 
Blackshirts  who  did  not 
suffer  the  wartime  lnpriaon- 
ment  without  charge  or 
trial. 

tXirlng  the  war, and  getting 
on  for  40,  he  volunteered 
for  the  army  and  navy  with¬ 
out  success.  Mark  far  his 
trade,  bricklayer  and  gener¬ 
al  foreman  was  none  existent 
so  he  took  a  degree  In  con¬ 
struction  at  a  technical 
college.  He  then  worked  on 
building  Mosquitos  In  an 
aircraft  factory  then  became 
a  builder  in  bemb  damage 
work  until  the  end  of  the 
war. 

1946  saw  him  trying  fields 
anew  and  as  civil  engineer 
worked  In  construction  far 
Anglo- Irani  an  Oil  where  he 
was  in  charge  of  building 
two  pavilions  In  Iran's  1951 
Exhibition,  and  for  Taylor 
Woodrow  In  Nigeria  for  20 
years.  Returning  to  Bigland 
In  the  1 960s  he  became 
Chief  Clerk  of  Works  for  the 
City  of  London  and  also  for 


Reading  university,  retiring 
at  761  For  over  20  years  he 
and  Mrs  Groves  had  a  seoond 
'home'  In  Spain,  taking  up 
permanent  residence  In  1988. 

"Although  my  parents  re¬ 
mained  abroad  for  many  years 
their  beliefs  remained 
strong"  daughter  tom  told 
us.  “They  kept  up  with  the 
news  through  Comrade  which 
they  shared  with  friends  and 
neighbours.  They  had  a  very 
rich  fulfilling  life  and  al¬ 
ways  kept  their  beliefs  In 
the  principles  of  O.M." 

Indeed  they  did.  Intevlew- 
ed  In  his  late  80s,  Jack 
Graves  gave  vent  to  his  un- 
shakaable  loyalties. 

“Wien  I  joined  Mosley  In 
1933"  he  said,  "conditions 
were  far  many  In  tost  London 
little  better.  If  at  all, 
like  mine  In  1929  when  I  was 
starving  and  dally  spending 
from  7  until  7  looking  far 
work.  The  Labour  Party  which 
projected  the  Image  of  the 
worker's  party  seemed  to  be 
■ore  Interested  In  Russia 
than  t  )e  British  working 
man  and  with  the  Ctnaunists, 
and  you  could  often  see 
little  difference,  they 

scoffed  at  the  Uhlan  Jade 
and  glorified  the  Red  Flag. 

With  the  coming  of  the 
BUP,  many  of  my  friends  and 
I  heard  what  they  had  to  say 
and  saw  they  were  the  only 
honest  patriotic  party  in 
politics.  Mosley  and  his  men 
told  us  exactly  what  they 
were  going  bo  do,  no  other 
party  ewer  did  that.  We  had 
nothing  better  than  this.  It 
will  be  a  good  •  thing  and  at 
least  we  will  have  leader¬ 
ship,  not  this  fraud  we  call 
democracy" 

’He  marched  In  full 
uniform. . .and  at 
five  minutes  to 
twelve  changed 
into  mufti  and 
handed  over  our 
blackshirts  to 
the  priest' 

So  Jack  Groves  oomnlttment 
was  total  and  he  was  very 
prcxid  of  his  uniform,  which 
was  banned  by  the  government 
on  January  1  1937  and  about 
whlcii  he  bold  of  how  "an  New 
Years  Eve  many  of  our  Lads 
■arched  in  full  uniform  to 
Mi  Alight  toss  and  at  five 
minutes  bo  twelve  changed 
Into  miftl  and  handed  over 
our  blackshirts  to  the 
priest".  One  wonders  what 
ultimately  happened  to  them. 

"After  that",  he  said, 
"more  working  class  people 
wire  Joining  by  1938-39,  the 
war  being  a  tragedy  not  only 
far  British  Uhlan  but  far 
toltaln.  All  those  politie- 


Dickie  Burwood 

n  am  aoe  as  aprlrftly  m  I  mm. 
I  would  give  wg  rljte  arm  bo  ba 
‘  at  Mmlay'a  aide  today.  Ha  va 
US  OBOEST.  I  would  haws  died 
far  hW  add  Rvtivml  Ctmm'n 
'battler'  IBTN  ffHTT>  an  trie 
80th  birthday  on  hl»  randan 
with  old  OLMmlaa  tecrtly  after 
dm  birth  of  tMAOT. 

Sadly,  as  we  go  to  press  we 
have  to  report  the  death  of  our 
old  camade,  win  m  still  In 
Ids  beloved  Bethnal  Qreen  - 
"but  now  foreign  territory"  as 
ha  had  recently  pir  It  -  In  his 
91st  year.  Several  old  camadas, 
'yowgstars'  In  Dickie's  heyday, 
paid  their  respect  at  hla 
funeral. 

Dickie's  father  w*s  killed  In 
the  first  Vbrld  Vbr  and  as  the 
eldest  of  a  large  family  of 
yang  children  bore  the  bnnt . 
with  his  widowed  mother,  of  the 
hard  battle  of  survival  which 
wms  the  lot  of  aarj  In  fast  Lcxt- 
den  betwem  the  was,  their 
plight  considered  insoluble  by 
the  old  gnng  political  parties. 

Despite  the  feeling  of  being 
left  to  rot  by  the  democratic 
system,  the  rass  of  the  Mtite 
people  In  1  errin' s  East  tod  re- 
rained  lntensly  patriotic,  and 
It  Is  no  wmder  that  In  the 
193to  they  rare  drawn  to 
Mm  ley's  EHtlte  Union.  Dickie 
was  no  exception  but  it  vos  the 
catalyst  of  the  'Battle  of  Cable 
Street’  In  Ottober  1936,  which 
East  foders  tm  the  organised 
violence  to  prevent  them  hearing 
what  Mas  ley  had  to  say,  as  an 
attack  cn  their  own  patricklc 
culture  by  alien  eleasits.  He, 
and  thousands  like  him,  innerl- 
lately  joined  Ekitish  Uhlan. 

Dickie's  crundtmere  was  total 
although  he,  and  aany  like  him 
news-  actually  signed  -renter ship 
farms.  They  becsve  dedicated  fer 
a  lifeline  and  latter  day  re- 
soarehe-s  Into  the  strength  of 
Britlte  Uhlan  In  the  East  tori 
should  consider  this  In  their 
analysis  of  the  Masley  story. 

With  the  birth  of  the  Mmley 
|  Rook  Clites  after  the  rar,  and 

Ians,  stmteLing  all  the  time 
over  our  own  British  prob¬ 
lems  got  themselves  into  a 
war  which  lost  us  every¬ 
thing  -  destroyed  at  one  go. 
As  for  Churchill,  determined 
to  have  hla  war,  what  a  dis¬ 
astrous  politician  he  was, 
everything  he  had  tried  he 
has  destroyed. 

And  today,  having  lost 
everything  white  previous 
generations  built,  our  pol¬ 
itical  aystcm  with  Its  poli¬ 
ticians  white  they  call  de¬ 
mocracy,  and  which  la  no 
good  at  all,  has  one  attri¬ 
bute  In  wdiite  they  excel , 
'political  correctness ' 

white  effectively  la  the 


At  his  side.  Dlrkip 
with  O.M.  co  linen  fbe 
first  mate  in  1948 


lid  cm  Anunt  In  1948,  Dickie 
threw  htmaeLf  Into  the  battle 
of  the  streets,  which  In  effect 
wes  the  defence  of  Maaley  and 
his  Mavenent  against  the 
organised  attacks  of  tint 
Mafla-llke  group  known  as  the 
43  Ooup  who  specialised  In 
the  plnmed  roaming  of  londte's 
stieas  In  mtorcades  to  fall  an 
and  beat  ip  lane  ar  snail  groips 
of  sellers  of  Malay's  paper,  or 
Indeed  anywhere  where  there  were 
Urdcxi  Mmxaait  activities,  pro¬ 
viding  these  participating  rare 
heavily  outnnhered. 

'The  43  Group,  whose 
sideline  was  the 
recruiting  far  the 
Jewish  terrorists 
in  Palestine...' 

In  around  a  3-year  battle  of 
attrition,  Dickie  was  at  the 
ftrefiuK  of  those  who  couriered 
this  violence  and  by  19(9  the 
43  Gbuup,  those  sideline  ran  the 
recruiting  far  the  Jevtte 
terrorists  who  were  mvdering 
British  soldiers  In  falestlne, 
ad  sow*  'protect lem'  of  saall 
Jewlte  tradeuaen  against  non- 
existing  threat  far  financial 
reward,  had  last  the  taste  far 
'driving  the  fascists  off  the 
streets',  end  as  'enrolnert  had 
slowed  down'  they  'disbanded'. 
Their  final  danlse  one  In  June 
1950  when,  according  to  the 
Jovlrfi  Chronicle,  the  Jewlte 
AJEX  <xri  Ckgatlsed  Jewry  were 
responsible  far  them  being  wramd 
up. 

Later , ,  when  violence  again 
enptad  in  1962,  Dldcle,  though 
then  56,  draw  hla  battle- 
scarred  body  on  top  of  Manley 
to  protect  hla  after  going  down 

Turn  to  Rage  7 

people  of  iki  tain  abused  by 
their  own  Government. 

I  and  my  comrades  didn't 
Join  British  Uhlan  bo  get 
anything  out  of  It,  but  to 
support  Maaley  In  his 
attenpt  to  do  great  things 
far  Ehglsnd.  In  age  I  have 
not  changed.  Choe  a  Black¬ 
shirt  you  can  never  change. 
Its  In  the  blood. 

And  Mm  ley ,  wvho  always 
spoke  without  pieces  of 
paper,  straight  from  heart 
and  brain  leaving  one  wrlsh- 
lnq  he  would  go  on  for  ever. 

He  was  the  GREATEST 
Englishman  who  ever  lived." 


Turn  also  to 


Mosley’s  East 


Enders 

Continued  from  Paqe  6 


Dick  Sayer 

One  of  two  early  active 
meribers  of  British  Union's 
Central  Hackney  Brandi  in 


Balls  Band  Read, Dtelstxn, who 
has  sadly  died,  DICK  SAYH1, 
in  his  89th  year,  joined  in 
1934  when  he  was  licensee 
of  Jacob  Wells  public  house 
in  Bishopsgate  until  start¬ 
ing  a  furniture  business  in 
Bow  in  1936. 

’  With  the  outbreak  of  war 
his  business  collapsed  and 
he  became  an  insurance  agent 
until  1948  he  again  became 
a  publican  in  Devon,  remain¬ 
ing  a  Licensee  until  his  re¬ 
tirement,  and  the  loss  ofhls 
wife  when  he  moved  to  Somer¬ 
set. 

In  British  Uilcn  days, Dick 
Sayer  got  himself  in  all 
activities  where  these  would 
not  conflict  with  his  pro¬ 
fessional  life,  and  during 
the  war  took  an  active  part 
with  George  CXnlop  raising 
donations  for  the  18B  Brit- 
lsh  Detainees  Fund. 


With  the  end  of  the  war  he 
was  involved  again  with 
George  Dunlop  in  founding 
the  short-lived  "Independent 
Nationalists".  After  an  in¬ 
terview  with  O.H.  and  learn¬ 
ing  of  the  probability  that 
he  would  return  to  active 
politics,  the  new  organisa¬ 
tion  was  disbanded. 

Dick  Sayer  lived  alone  for 
hie  last  23  years,  reliving 
again  and  again  his  days 
with  Oackney  -  comrades  in 
British  Onion.  "I  would  not 
have  changed  a  thing"  ha 
said  shortly  before  his 
death.  His  loyalty  to  Omald 
Mosley  unquestionable. 


Dickie  Burwood 


Continued  from 


under  a  hail  of  blows  when 
arriving  at  a  meeting  at  Ridley 
Road,  Ehlstxn. 

The  years  rolled  on  and  it  was 
5  years  ago  that  Dickie  faced 
his  hardest  and  last  battle.  He 
lost  his  Miry,  his  pai Lner  for 
62  years.  As  always,  he  took  it 
cn  the  chin  and  survived  his 
declining  yeura  with  his  mancr- 
ies,  of  Miry,  of  Iteley,  of  his 
conrades  in  Brittoh  IMon,  in 
Union  Movement.,  in  Friends  of 
0J4.  ,to  whom  he  regularly 
donated  from  hie  meagre  Income, 
all  of  whom  he  loved. 

We  Who  still  survive  liner 
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CENTENARY  DINNER 


VE  apologias;  to  late  appli¬ 
cants  tbo  we  were  inahle  to 
« mandate  at  the  Dinner  on 
O.M'a  Birthday,  Noventer  16 


WHAT  KIND  OF  MAN  WAS  MOSLEY? 

IBT  COUPON  BECKWEILI 


"What  kind  at  man  wee  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley"  I  was  anted 
by  an  interested  observer 
of  Mosley's  life  story, and 
who  knew  at  mj  association 
with  Friends  of  O.H.  Tb 
answer  his  question  1  de¬ 
cided  too  record  only  ay 
personal  arpwrlanoae . 

I  first  saw  him  and  heard 
him  speak  in  London's  Traf¬ 
algar  Square  in  1960  when  I 
was  17.  I  cannot  recall  how 
I  came  to  be  there  except  it 
waam't  by  chance.  The  entire 
Square  was  filled  with 
people.  Many  thousands, 
though  not  all  were 
supporters. 

Suddenly,  onto  the  plinth 
of  Nelson's  Cblvmn  bounced 
this  energetic  64 -year  old 
man  in  a  grey  double- 
breasted  suit  with  a  flash¬ 
ing  smile.  He  spoke  for  an 
hour  without  notes  or  hesi¬ 
tation  on  the  political  cri¬ 
sis  facing  Britain  and  Eur¬ 
ope.  The  Issues  were  com¬ 
plex  but  his  oratorical 
brilliance  kept  the  whole 
audience  ri vetted.  His  cen¬ 
tral  theme  was  his  vision  of 
a  United  Europe  that  taxild 
become  so  advanced  and  pow¬ 
erful,  so  wealthy  and  bene¬ 
ficial  that  it  would  surpass 
the  achievements  of  both  the 
the  Roman  and  British 
Empires.  At  the  end  of  his 
speech,  he  took  his  place  at 
the  head  of  a  marching  ool- 
ixnn  and  was  surrounded  by 
crawls  giving  him  the  open¬ 


handed  outstretched  arm  Rom¬ 
an  salute.  I  couldn't  this 
was  happening  in  post-war 
London,  and  then  realised 
my  arm  was  raised  too. 

Mosley's  ideas  and  char¬ 
acter  left  a  deep  impression 
on  my  own  thinking  and  de¬ 
velopment.  He  was  as  much  a 
philosopher  as  a  politician 
and  considered  his  greatest 
contribution  to  human 
thought  was  his  Doctrine  of 
Higher  Forms.  This  defines 
the  purpose  of  life  as 
constant  self-improvement 
brought  about  mainly  by  ad¬ 
versity  and  is  in  keeping 
with!  religeous  beliefs. 

Hq  was  certainly  a  Man's 
Man.1  Once  when  an  official 
of  the  early  Blackshirt 
Movement  Insulted  him, 
Mosley  knocked  him  out  with 
a  single  blew.  'Die 
man  after -wards  became 
one  of  his  most  loyal  foll¬ 
owers.  On  a  march  on  another 
occasion,  a  Red  threw  a 
brick  which  hit  a  Blackshirt 
woman  in  the  face.  Mosley 
saw  who  did  It  and  left  the 
column,  running  straight  in¬ 
to  a  large  Red  mob  where  he 
gave  the  brickthrower  a 
lesson  In  manners.  (Xit- 
ntvrbered  ten-to-cne, Mosley's 
'Special  Detachment*  rescued 
him  with  difficulty.  Such 
was  the  philosopher  who 
oolud  write  the  Doctrine  of 
Higher  Forms.  No  wonder  so 
many  young  people  look  to 
his  ideas  and  example  today 
for  inspiration. 


the  Qlypia  meeting  In  1934.  He 
had  gene  with  a  group  of  UF- 
ers  oxl  Reds  to  cause  trouble 
but  when  seeing  tint  was  happ¬ 
ening  and  hearing  GM  he  said 
to  himself,  "I'm  in  the  wrong 
lot"  axl  signed  >g>. 

'Hide',  East  London  barn, 
joined  Ebiteraea  Branch  and 
became  an  active  menher.  Al¬ 
though  little  over  five  feet 
he  was  useful  In  certain 
areas.  Among  other  work  ddlls 
he  had  been  an  'all-in- 
wrestler!  _ 

After  army  service  in  the 
w  he  Joined  Chinn  Havant. 
After  a  'roving'  life  he  and 
his  old  Battersea  conrade,  the 
editor,  accidently  met  earlier 
this  year  and  he  joined  FCM's 
list,  and  If  he  had  lived 
probably  have  been  at  the 
Centenary  Dlrxxs-. 

On  October  1st. ,  ffcs  HOD 
EEKrmx-ain,  widow  of 
staunch  Blackshirt  axl  BU 
Fhrliamentary  Candidate 
Captain  Charles  Bentinck- 
Budd,  Roy. Engineers  (ret'd). 


When  the  Leader  died  we 
all  felt  robbed.  After  all, 
he  was  still  in  his  prime  - 
only  84  years  old!  We 
thought  ha  vould  go  on  for 
ever  but  as  he  used  to  tell 
us,  "Just  when  you  gain  a 
little  wisdem  it's  time  to 
die".  He  had  a  terrific 
sense  of  humeur,  even  In  the 
1930s  when  he  felt  the  need 
to  protect  a  greater  degree 
of  gravitas. 

On  his  death,  the  Editor 
of  "Action"  wrote: 

"Bxa  world  will  not  see 
hi  a  light  again  In  many  a 
Long  year .  Ha  had  bralna, 
guts  and  an  infinite 
capacity  too  diarm". 

And  that's  how  I  will 
always  think  of  him. 


English  and  European  Patriot,  Revolutionary,  Leader  of  Men 


‘The  Spirit  Liyes..  .The  Rest  Will  Follow’ 
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'My  life  striving  in  the  politics  of  Britain  made  known  my  name  and 
character  :  my  voice  can  now  reach  beyond  the  confines  of  one 
country,  because  it  has  been  heard  before.  The  past  has  imposed 
the  duty  of  the  future  :  I  must  do  this  thing  because  no  other  can.' 

Sir  Oswald  Moslev.  7th  July  1947 

THE  VISION  SPLENDID 

‘Their  call  the  first,  their  faith  the  truest. 
their  concept  the  most  complete’ 


Union  Movement  was  launched  50  years  ago 
today,  and  in  this  anniversary  issue  Comrade 
salutes  its  proud  record,  and  the  men  and 
women  who  followed  Oswald  Mosley  In  his 
post-war  campaign  to  win  a  great  destiny  for 
Britain  In  the  Union  of  Europe. 


II  was  a  campaign  born  in 
Ihe  aflermalh  of  a  war  near- 
ruinous  (or  Britain  and  a 
limitless  disaster  for  pre¬ 
war  British  Union 


*io; ie*-  srrAKtNc  at  nr 


Yel  undeterred,  and  alone 
in  recognising  the  terminal 
condition  of  Empire 

resulting  from  dial  war, 
Mosley  and  Unldn 

Movement  proclaimed  Ihe 
cause  of  European  Union 
Tlreir  call  was  the  first,  their 
faith  the  truest,  their 
concept  Ihe  most  complete. 


I  BY  PAUL  COLLINS 1 


The  only  true  victory  Is 
success  of  course,  and  for 
all  Its  courage  and 
prescience,  Union 

Movement  fought  in  vain, 
just  as  (lie  war 
extinguished  Ihe  otherwise 
unstoppable  advance  of 
British  Union,  so  Union 
Movement  was  ultimately! 
baulked  by  Ihe  legacy  of 
anti-Mosley  warllme 

propaganda  and  post  -  War 
prosperity. 

But  what  a  record,  and  what 
might  have  been  I  As  our 
fellow  Britons  look  about 
them  at  a  nation  In  Ihe 
process  of  disintegration, 
economic,  social,  ethical, 
and  racial,  Ihe  policies  and 
record  of  Union  Movement 
show  what  should  have 
been  averted,  and  whdl 
could  have  been  achieved 

Union  Movement 
would  Have  : 

Secured  for  Britain  the 


leadership  of  European 
unl6n  In  association  with 
Our  great  Dominions.  It 
would  have  been  -  in  real, 
as  distinct  from  the  Blairist 
interpretation  -  a  Peoples 
Europe,  tiue  lo  Its  great 
heritage,  and  advancing  all 
In  a  prosperous  and 
socially  just  system 
protected  from  global  trade 
chaos  and  financb 
speculation 


|r*wr  eorncw  or  rim  ivcemvI 
Ivewspater  tjNic<N  uni  rennuAP'A 


Prevented  the  ever 
growing  nightmare  of 
”multl-ethnlc  /  multi¬ 
culture"  Britain.  Union 
Movement  was  Ihe  first  to 
oppose  coloured 

Immigration,  and  continued 
lo  advance  a  firm  but 
decent  and  humane 
solution  In  Ihe  teeth  of 
every  obstruction, 

Incitement  and  calumny 


ROM. 

|  COMMEMORATIVE  | 
DINNER 


Well  over  a  hundred 
friends  of  Mosley  met  In 
London  to  commemorate 
to  the  day  the  hundredth 
anniversary  of  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley's  birth.  After 
Introductions  by  Mike 
Quill,  Ronald  Creasy 
proposed  the  toast.  Lady 
Mosley  who  had 
especially  travelled  from 
Paris  responded  by 
thanking  everyone  for 
their  continued  support  of 
Mosley  and  his  policies 
on  Europe  a  Nation. 

IHHm 


lady  UOSLEY  nANWr  rtv  cnFASY  ahcI 

HAPUStOH  I 

■  —  ■ 1 

Personal  and  short  I 

speeches  followed  by 

Bob  Row,  Martin 

Moloney,  Dan  Harmsfon 

and  Bob  Wilkinson. 

Apologies  to  the  many 

disappointed  friends  who 

were  unable  to  attend  due 

to  a  massive  over 

subscription  for  available 

tickets. 

from  Ihe  political” 

eslablislrment  and  ils  agit- 
prop  dross  on  Ihe 
criminalised  fringe  When 
Mosley  stood  al  North 
Kensington  in  Ihe  1959 
election,  ttrere  were  an 

estimated  180,000  people 
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COMRADE 


TESTIMONY  OF  FAITH 

In  over  60  years  Bob  Row  has  never  deviated  from  his  faith  in  Mosley's  policy’s  After 
becoming  a  active  member  of  the  B  U  F  in  1934  He  was  later  arrested  and  held 
without  charge  or  tnal  under  the  infamous  Regulation  IBB  After  the  war  he  joined  the 
headquarters  staff  of  Union  Movement  Author  of  the  seminal  pamphlet  The 
Coloured  Question  in  Britain  :  Cause  and  Solution  He  regularly  contnbuted  to  the 
European  and  Nation  Europa  and  went  on  to  edit  the  journals  Union  and  Action 
that  ran  until  November  1992  when  both  were  incorporated  into  Comrade 


By  Robert  Row 


This  year,  1998,  is  looking  distinctly  rocky  for  Mr  Blair 
and  Britain's  prize  collection  of  political  geriatrics  he 
re-named  the  "New"  Labour  Party.  "New"  is  a  word  of 
which  he  is  over-fond. 


We  have  been  here  before, 
however  In  May  1929, 
Labour  won  another 

general  election  and 

formed  a  government  led  by 
Ramsay  MacDonald  He 
became  detested  for 
running  Britain  the  way  the 
Tories  had  done  Then  last 
May,  Labour  repeated  the 
performance.  winning 
another  election  followed 
by  yet  another  Tory-type 
governmenl  To  complete 
the  coincidence  sleaze 
keeps  breaking  out  in 
Labour  ranks  What  is  new 
about  all  this,  Mr  Blair  ? 

Coincidence  goes  still 
further  Within  months  of 
taking  office  in  1929, 
Labour  faced  a  grave 
economic  crisis  when  the 
huge  speculative  boom  on 
Wall  Street,  New  York, 
crashed  in  October, 
heralding  the  depression  of 
the  1930's  And  now  in 
1998,  another  grave  crisis 
faces  another  fresh  Labour 
governmenl,  coming  from 
the  East  this  time  and  no! 
the  West  Former  "tiger 
economies"  threaten 
Britain  with  cul-throat 
»mpetition  as  they  are 
orced  to  deflate  or  go 
jnder  Inflation  is  not  Ihe 
oroblem  it  was  It’s  deflation 
'rom  now  on 

But  again,  what's  new  2 
Deflation  was  the  order  of 
■he  day  in  the  1930's,  and  it 
meant  collapsing  prices, 
oloodthirsly  competition, 
jnemployment  by  the 


millions  And  Blair  will  just 
be  as  hapless  in  dealing 
with  it  as  John  Major  would 
have  been 

Such  was  the  background 
to  my  early  political  life.  I 

left  school  during  the 
sterling  crisis  of  1931  when 
Britain  was  driven 
ignominiously  off  the  Gold 
Standard  Half  the  shops  in 
the  local  streets  were 
boarded -up,  out  of 
business  I  got  a  job  at  a 
derisive  wage,  then  lost  the 
job  and  saw  it  taken  at  even 

less  pay  The  times  were 
desperate,  and  after  more 
of  the  same  I  joined  the 
Blackshirts  in  1934.  So 
did  many  other 
Englishmen. 

COHO  WATU  LAT IOH  >- 

I  atal  »w  »»*.»•  aUUtr  !•«  wumri*  *•*  lU 
HUetikiH  I  «*ilj  takr*  U  *«•  •»- 

UH  -IW  •*  ,W*‘  * 

ka»«  Urn  »«i  \*~  it  !«•  ».*• 

I  at  Ml?  inrwl  ••  m  M  la  •*«« 

«nw«  HI  fdU  Turku  k.  »• 

KualuiU«M»'  I  Wet  laartan  la  • 

«.na«l«C  Ult!<.  tial  mA  aw  W  a  fk«  »*•»»*• 
fiikrrl  UW*  Ike  klatnaiai  Marlf.  U  Vu 
*  U«  Uaa4*4  aliliaal  i— k  la  u^i 
-Ifca*  eatfu  f»r»»  •  UmH  •» 

Mar  M  r>  krau4  aalll  M  ua  art- a*  u 
a  4alk  aaaffafrf  ia4  It  haa  a  rm  .Utul 
af  mlUUma 

r  mm. 

taanaUf. 

SEVEN  WEEKS  AFTER  JOM4G  THE  BUT 
BOO  WWTFS  A  LETTER  TO  THE 
BLACASHRT  24TH  AUGUST  1934 

There  were  several  reasons 
for  this,  and  none  of  them 
included  the  passion  for 
marching  round  the  town  in 
jackboots  alleged  by  our 
enemies  Mosley's  slogan 
was  "Britain  First",  the 
highest  expression  of 
British  patriotism  while  also 
the  essential  economic 
policy  which  would  banish 
the  slump  Mosley  stood 


for  a  government  of 
action  to  turn  the  British 
Empire  into  a  great 
source  of  materials  for 
British  industry  and  a 
great  market  for  British 
goods  and  jobs 
Simultaneously  the  Mosley 
Movement,  given  power  by 
the  people's  vote,  would 
release  national  energies, 
scrap  red  tape,  sweep  away 
outdated  things,  unite  the 
British  people  as  they 
always  united  in  wartime 
but  this  time  lo  solve  Ihe 
problem  of  peace 

Peace  soon  became  a 
vital  issue  for  the  Mosley 
Movement  as  the  1930s 
darkened  with  clouds  of 
war.  From  the  very  first, 
as  an  ex-soldier  and 
airman  In  1918,  he  had 
gone  into  politics  with 
two  clear  missions. 
Firstly  to  build  "the  land 
fit  for  heroes":  that 
pledge  had  been 
betrayed,  one  reason  why 
he  went  fascist.  Secondly 
his  purpose  was  to 
ensure  another  British 
generation  was  not 
sacrificed  in  another 
world  war  as  his  own 
generation  had  been. 

This  did  nol  mean  Ihe 
Mosley  Movement  was 
Pacifisl  Far  from  it,  the 
great  majority  of  older 
members  had  served  in 
1914  in  the  British  armed 
forces  or  the  services  of  the 
Empire  From  the  earliest 
days  of  the  Movement  in 
1932  Mosley  advocated 
that  the  defence  of  Britain 
and  the  Empire  lands  be 
thoroughly  modernised  by 
land,  sea  and  in  the  air  But 


he  solidly  opposed  his 
country  being  embroiled  in 
any  more  foreign  quarrels, 
addressing  mass  meetings 
and  hammering  out  the 
slogans  of  1938  and  1939 
"Mind  Britain's 

Business".  "Keep  Out  of 
All  Foreign  Quarrels", 
"Britons  Fight  For  Britain 
Only" 

And  when,  despile  long 
striving  for  peace,  his 
country  was  involved  in  an 
unnecessary  war  in  1939 
which  reduced  Great  Britain 
to  island  status  and  lost  us 
the  British  Empire.  Mosley 
faced  the  question,  what 
next  ?  He  met  it  with  the 
same  directness  as  in  all 
decisions  When  war  came 
in  1939  he  circulated  all 
members  The  great 
majority  due  to  be  called  up 
for  national  service  were 
instructed  to  obey  orders 
and  the  rules  of  their 
services  no  matter  how 
much  they  opposed  the 
war.  and  he  called  upon 
those  not  called  up  to  join 
him  in  campaigning  for  a 
negotiated  peace  with 
honour  A  peace  with  no 
British  territory  lost 

The  government  replied 
to  Mosley's  call  for  peace 
by  locking  him  and 
hundreds  of  his  followers 
up  for  years  in  Churchill’s 
concentration  camps. 
There  was  no  charge  or 
trial.  Banana  republic 
justice  replaced  these. 
Trial  by  jury  was 
scrapped.  So  was  Habeas 
Corpus.  So  much  for  the 
honour  of  British 
politicians. 
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Thus  when  Mosley  and 
his  comrades  emerged 
from  imprisonment  a 
different  world  was  taking 
shape,  which  needed  new 
solutions,  and  he  called 
for  the  political  union  of 
Europe  for  three  main 
reasons.  Firstly,  to  give 
Englishmen  a  field  for 
great  action  to  replace 
the  British  Empire. 
Secondly,  to  unite  Europe 
so  closely  as  a  nation 
that  Europeans  would  not 
fight  each  other  again, 
except  in  sport.  And 
thirdly,  to  create  a 
political  idea  higher  than 
communism  or 

capitalism,  greater  than 
the  effect  of  Russia  or 
America. 


good 

Facing  this  united  front  of 
the  poisonous  and  the  two 
faced  was  the  movement  - 
contra  mundum  -  always 
short  of  resources  but 
animated  by  the  Mosley 
spirit  The  staff  at 
headquarters  knew  the 
meaning  of  sacrifice  and  in 
some  cases  danger 
Alexander  Raven  Thomson 
belonged  to  the  old  guard, 
a  veteran  of  the  early  days 
He  was  both  a  thinker  in  the 
Spenglerian  tradition  and 
an  editor  of  Mosleyite 
journals  Disillusioned  as  a 
communist  in  1933,  he 
turned  to  Mosley  and 
became  a  leading  scourge 

of  the  Marxist  creed  But  he 
never  lost  the  common 


PIRACY  ON  THE  HOME  FRONT 

Question  What  has  Levi.  Reebok  and  Calvin  Klein  in 
common  with  FOM  Answer  Forgery.  High  profile 
objects  of  desire  such  as  501 's.  trainers  and  perfume  have 
for  a  long  time  been  subjected  to  counterfeiting  in  the 
sweatshops  of  Bradford.  Brick  Lane  and  Birmingham  We 
can  now  add  to  this  list  fake  copies  of  F.O.M.  released 
sound  cassettes  manufactured  by  as  yet  unknown 


||M  OS  LEY’S  MEN1 

FAKE  copy  GENUINE  EON  RELEASE 

persons.  From  Ihe  beginning  of  Union  Movement  there 
was  a  deliberate  policy  of  recording  meetings,  dinners  and 
interviews  by  Ihe  Leader  In  fact  it  can  be  proudly  claimed 
that  this  forward  thinking  organisation  was  the  first  political 
party  to  use  the  then  revolutionary  tape  recorder  Mosley's 
speeches  were  originally  issued  direct  cut  on  78  R  P  M 
shellac  discs  later  superceeded  by  pressed  vinyl  and 
eventually  sound  cassette  which  had  the  advantage  of 
matching  supply  with  demand  We  report  with  disgust  that 


MOSLEY  BEING  INTERVIEWED  FOR  AMERICAN  TELEVISION  lOTH 
MARCH  1954  BOB  ROW  (RIGHT)  LISTENS  INTENTLY 


When  Oswald  Mosley  touch,  propagating  ideas  to 

founded  the  Union  the  crowd  at  street 

Movement  in  1948  the  meetings  serving  the  cause 
opposition  was  at  its  most  to  the  end  of  his  life 
malignant  The  result  was 


our  latest  release  MOSLEY’S  MEN,  which  has  proved  to 
be  such  a  great  success  has  been  hijacked  with  illicit 
copies  being  issued  without  permission  The  counterfeit 
tape  poorly  reproduces  the  fifteen  speeches  and  even 
introduces  a  copyright  picture  of  Mosley  on  the  cover  Not 
suprisingly  this  forgery  does  not  give  a  publishers  name 
and  address  The  only  genuine  release  of  MOSLEY'S 
MEN  is  obtainable  from  F.O.M.  anything  else  is 
questionable  and  certainly  does  not  help  Ihe  cause  of 
furthering  the  Ideas  of  Mosley. 


Then  there  was  Hector 
McKechnie.  a  former 
British  Consul  in  South 
America.  and  Maurice 
Pacey.  one  of  the  pre-war 
NHQ  personal  who  was  the 
first  secretary  of  Union 
Movement  He  was 
succeeded  by  Jeffrey 
Hamm,  credited  as  the  man 
who  began  the  Mosleyite 
revival  in  the  London  of  the 


APPEAL 

In  this  commemorative  year 
it  is  appropriate  to  make 
one  last  effort  to  locate  a 
lost  sound  recording  It  is 
known  that  the  inaugural 
meeting  of  Union 
Movement  at  Wilfred 
Street.  Westminster  on  7»h 
February  1948  was 
recorded  Within  days  a  1 2" 
double  sided  record  was 
offered  for  sale  at  £1  5s 


the  'fifth  column'  lie  lived  immediate  post-war  years,  ^  25)  It  is  not  known  how 

on,  though  for  eight  years  ;  George  Sutton  was  as  well  as  one  of  its  best-  many  copies  were  sold  but 
no  British  government  had  another  longstanding  known  speakers  sales  must  have  been  brisk 


produced  the  slightest 
evidence  that  a  fifth  column 
ever  existed  in  Britain  - 
unless  it  was  communist 
Fleet  Street  and  Ihe  BBC 
claimed  they  stood  for  free 
speech  while  always 
denying  free  speech  to  the 
Mosleyites  The  political 
establishment  was  rigged  to 
exclude  Mosley  and  all  who 
followed  him  And  the 
younger  generations  were 
always  reminded  that 
joining  Union  Movement 
would  do  their  careers  no 


adherent,  sacrificing  a  well- 
paid  post  with  the  League 
of  Nations  Union  in  the 
1920's  to  become  Mosley's- 
personal  secretary  Mosley 
was  then  /ising  to 
prominence  in  the  Labour 
Party,  and  Sutton  was  with 
him  throughout  Labour’s 
triumph  and  collapse  in 
1929/31  The  New  Party. 
BUF,  wartime  detention 
under  18B  and  post-war 
Union  Movement  were  to 
follow,  truly  a  record  of 
outstanding  service 


These  were  men  who 
worked  for  little  pay  but 
produced  notable  results, 
let  it  be  remembered  that 
the  Mosley  Movement  was 
the  complete  antithesis  to 
the  world  of  the  'little  men 
of  the  old  parlies',  as 
Mosley  described  them  in 
derision  and  contempt 
Mosley  finally  left  behind 
him  a  body  pf  vital  ideas 
which  are  far  in  advance  of 
most  contemporary  thinking 
as  time  will  tell ...  . 


given  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
|  time 

The  Friends  of  Mosley 
now  appeal  to  readers  to 
help  find  a  copy  of  this 
historic  disc  With 
Mosley's  sound  archive 
recording  going  back  to 
1930,  locating  a  copy  of 
this  1948  speech  would  fill 
a  major  gap  in  our 
collection  Any  information 
about  this  matter  should  be 
addressed  to  FOM,  101 
Orwell  Court.  Pownall 
Road,  London,  E8  4PP 
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Book  Review 


When  Robert  Skidelsky 
wrote  Mosley's  biography 
20  years  ago,  he  stated  that 
one  day  somebody  would 
write  the  definitive  history  of 
the  Blackshirt  Movement  in 
East  London  The  first 
contender  for  this  title  has 
appeared  the  result  of  10 
years'  intensive  research 
The  author,  Thomas 
Linehan,  has  delved  deep, 
discovering  new  primary 
sources  and  stuyding  a 
sample  of  311  East  London 
and  south-west  Essex 
Blackshirts  in  the  process 
Those  who  marched  with 
Mosley  will  find  much  in  his 
book  to  agree  with  -  and 
much  to  disagree  with  too 


Even  before  the  book  io 
opened,  it  demolishes  the 
Lettish  myth  that  the  Battle 
of  Cable  Street  stopped 
Mosley’s  progress  The 
write-up  on  the  back  refers 
to  an  enthusiastic  mass 
East  End  audience  listening 
to  Mosley  at  Salmon  Lane, 
Limehouse,  ten  days  after 
Cable  Street  whilst  a  front 
cover  photo  of  the  event 
leaves  no  room  for  doubt 
Inside,  the  author  describes 
how  in  3  weeks  following 
the  Battle,  British  Union 
ranks  were  swelled  by  2000 
new  recruits  in  East  London 
-  800  in  Limehouse  alone 
A  year  later,  a  Special 
Branch  agent  inspected  the 
membership  book  of 
Limehouse  branch 

(presumably  long  after  the 
premises  were  locked  up 
for  the  night)  and  found 


EAST  LONDON 
FOR  MOSLEY 

"It  is  ...  the  idea  of  Mosleyite  fascism  as  a  revolt 
against  'impending  decay',  the  members'  belief  that 
they  were  participating  in  a  unique,  emotional  and 
aesthetic  experience  invested  with  an  heroic 
dimension,  a  dramatic  and  noble  adventure  to  save  the 
spiritual  soul  of  England,  that  we  begin  to  understand 
the  ideological,  psychological  and  motivational 
characteristics  of  local  membership."  -  'East  End  for 
Mosley'  by  Thomas  P.  Linehan  published  by  Cass  1996  / 
ISBN  0-7146-4568-0  cloth  (£37  50)  or  0-7146-4268-1 


paper  (£19  50) 

1,700  names  And  there 
were  still  2  more  years  of 
recruiting  to  go 

As  the  title  of  the  book 
suggests,  the  author 
acknowledges  that  British 
Union  won  the  minds  of  a 
large  section  of  East 
Enders  and  their 
sympathies  remained  solid 
right  up  to  1940  Charts  are 
included  that  indicate  the 
huge  growth  in  membership 
year  by  year  The  exact 
epicentre  of  this  support  is 
even  identified  as  Duckett 
Street  in  Stepney  where 
95%  of  the  residents  were 
believed  to  be  Blackshirt 
families  The  author  even 
faithfully  records  many  of 
their  names  and  door 
numbers  for  posterity  I 

In  neighbouring  Bethnal 
Green  it  was  the  same  story 
with  local  membership  well 
into  four  figures  and  local 
shopkeepers  anxious  to 
display  their  Blackshirt 
loyalty  as  a  sure  way  to 
boost  their  trade  among 
local  people  A  former 
District  Leader  recalls  that 
he  could  call  out  onto  the 
streets  at  least  100  fully 
uniformed  members  at  any 
time  -  even  if  it  meant  that 
they  would  lose  a  day's 
work. 

The  book  also  recognises 
the  idealism  that  motivated 
East  Londoners  to  join: 
against  War,  against 
Capitalism  and  for  a 
People's  State  of  better 


conditions  that  the 
Corporate  State  would 
bring  Referring  to  British 
Union's  ideas  for  economic 
reform,  the  author 
recognises  that  a  "strong 
radical  or  socialist  current 
ran  through  its  industrial 
policy  which  probably 
appealed  to  many  east 
London  workers  "  It  is  also 
recorded  that  "with  the 
large  number  of  ex- 
servicemen  in  its  ranks, 
the  BUF  maintained  .a 
principled  opposition  to 
the  ethos  of  war 
throughout  its  political 
existence.  The  BUFs 
genuine  revulsion  against 
war,  and  hostility  towards 
the  idea  of  war  as  an 
instrument  of  foreign 
policy,  tended  to 
distinguish  it  from  many 
continental  fascist 

movements."  And 

democratic  governments 
too,  one  might  add 


But  before  long  our 
credibility  comes  under 
strain  Does  Mr  Linehan 
really  believe  that  a  large 
number  of  the  Blackshirt 
converts  were  deserters 
from  the  disintegrating  East 
London  Liberal  Party  -  even 
though  one  of  the  most 
influential  recruits  was  the 
former  Liberal  Mayor  of 
Bethnal  Green  ?  More 
importantly,  the  book  puts 
forward  the  theory  that  in 
the  last  two  years  before 
the  War,  the  movement's 
growth  in  Bethnal  Green 
and  Limehouse  stalled 
Instead,  it  is  suggested, 
Central  Hackney  had 
displaced  these  branches 
as  the  principle  area  of 
British  Union  support 
signing  up  over  3000 
members  of  whom  400 
were  active 

It  seems  that  these  days 
academic  writers,  like 
journalists,  must  have  their ' 
scoop'  if  they  are  to  make 
their  way  in  the  world  It 
very  soon  becomes 
apparent  that  the  theory  of 
the  previous  paragraph 
plays  an  important  part  in 
Mr  Linehan's  master  plan  of 
post-rationalism  It  is 
suggested  that  the  alleged 
flagging  fortunes  of  Bethnal 
Green  and  Limehouse  were 
due  to  their  comparative 
lack  of  interest  in  pushing 
the  Jewish  question  (ie: 
there  was  "no  evidence  of 
overt  anti-semitism  within 
the  district  leadership  of 
Limehouse  branch")  while 


**OSL£V  HOLDS  A  MEETING  A T  SALMON  LANE  IN  THE  EAST  END  10  OATS  AFTER  CABLE 
■STREET.  _ 
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"They  would  follow  Mosley  through  fire  and  water  ... 
and  they  were  a  pretty  tough  crowd  in  the  East  End  in 
those  days,  as  you  can  guess.  Every  now  and  then  a 
Leader  of  men  is  bom  and  Mosley  was  one."  Former 
Bil  Womens  Leader  for  Limehouse 


in  Central  Hackney  the 
question  was  supposedly 
persued  with  more  vigour 
In  other  words,  it's  the 
same  old  gramophone 
record  that  the  Mosley 
Movement  only  did  wel> 
where  it  whipped  up  racic 
antagonism 

It  is  in  fact  that  during  the 
second  half  of  the  1930‘s, 
British  Union  was  involved 
in  a  deep  quarrel  with 
certain  Jewish  interests  on 
specific  issues  These 
issues  are  described  in 
detail  in  the  book  Although 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  was 
never  one  to  be  over 
concerned  by  what  names 
his  opponents  called  him. 
he  always  claimed  that  he 

was  not  anti-semite  He 
never  attacked  all  Jews  for 
what  they  were,  only  some 
Jews  for  what  they  did  The 
book's  author  seems  to  be 
saying  as  much  when  he 
writes  "the  repudiation  of 
crude  racial-biological 
forms  of  categorisation 
enabled  Mosley  and  British 
Union  to  reject  racial 
antisemitism "  Anybody  who 
studies  Mosley's  writings 
and  speeches  from  this 
period  will  note  that  he 
always  keeps  a  sense  of 
proportion:  the  subject 

would  take  up  half  a  minute 
of  an  hour  long  speech  or  a 
few  pages  of  a  major  book 
such  as  'Tomorrow  We 
Live'  (1938)  The 
Movements  speakers  were 
also  instructed  not  to  give 
undue  emphasis  to  this 
subject  It  is  advice  that  Mr 
Linehan  could  well  have 
paid  heed  to 

Using  Special  Branch 
estimates,  the  book  also 
traces  how  the  London 
membership  increased  from 
2200  in  January  1936  to 
5800  in  January  1938  to 
7200  in  February  1939  But 
the  claim  is  made  that 
these  qams  were  entirely  in 


the  East  End  and  that  in 
other  parts  of  London  the 
membership  was  in  sharp 
decline  after  1935  This,  of 
course,  is  to  support  the 
author's  theory  that  British 
Union  only  gained  ground 
in  areas  where  race  was  an 
issue 

The  question  has  to  be 
asked  How  does  Mr 
Linehan  know  what  the 
membership  of  British 
Union  was  in  London 
outside  the  East  End  7  How 
can  he  say  with  such 
certainty  that  in  the  rest  of 
London  membership  was  in 
steep  decline  7  Because 
Mr.  Linehan  has  never  at 
any  time  seen  a  complete 
set  of  branch 
membership  records  for 
any  London  district  I 
have  in  front  of  me  as  I 
write  the  membership 
records  for  the  Ealing 
branch  of  British  Union  a 
district  in  west  London  far 
from  the  East  End  They 
show  that  from  1936.  when 
there  were  over  200 
members,  there  were  very 
few  resignations  or  lapsed 
memberships  The  number 
of  new  members  recruited 
were  as  follows  1936  -  21; 
1937  -  29.  1938  -  40,  1939 
-  83  So  the  only  London 
branch  that  we  have 
records  for  shows  not  a 
sharp  decline,  as  Mr 
Linehan  claims  to  support 
his  theory,  but  a  very 
steady  and  continuing 
increase 

It  is  because  of  the  author’s 
attempt  to  create  and 
support  an  untenable 
central  theory  that  his  book 
must  be  judged  a  flawed 
work  But  in  between  it 
gives  an  interesting  and 
unique  backward  look  as 
pre-War  life  in  the 
Blackshirt  stronghold  of 
East  London 


Gordon  Beckwell 


One  of  the  strengths  of 
Union  Movement  was  The 
European,  published 

monthly  from  March  1953  to 
February  1959  This  little 
magazine  was  also  famous 
for  its  lively  comment  on 
books,  plays,  films  and  the 
arts  Edited  by  Diana 
Mosley,  it  attracted  leading 
writers  such  as  Desmond 


Stewart,  Henry  Williamson. 
Alan  Neave.  A  James 
Gregor.  Richard  Aldington 
Roy  Macgregor  Hastie  and 
Ezra  Pound  Apart  from 
feature  articles  Oswald 
Mosley  also  contributed  a 
monthly  political  analysis 
under  the  pseudonym 
European' 

Its  undoubted  strength  of 
literary  content  managed  to 
break  through  the  normally 
insular  distribution  network 
A  refreshing  change  to  pick 
up  a  copy  from  your  local 
newsagent  or  Smiths 
station  bookstall  Its 
eventual  incorporation  into 
the  weekly  Action 
newspaper  came  about  as 
resources  needed  to  be 
refocussed  on  Mosley's 
candidature  at  North 
Kensington  in  the  1959 
General  Election 


"IN  SPIRIT  \  AM  WITH  YOU,  ALWAYS" 


Oswald  Mosley  25(h  June  1938 
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COMRADE 


Facts 

V 

‘Pork  Pies' 

Oswald  Mosley,  according 
to  Brian  Moynahan  in  his 
’The  British  Century’ 
(Weidenfeld)  "returned  from 
voluntary  exile  in  France  in 
1958  to  stand  as  an  MP  in 
North  Kensington  in  the 
name  of  the  ’British 
Movement',  a  rival  of  the 
National  Front " 

Mosley  of  course  stood  in 
the  name  of  Union 
Movement,  which  he 
founded  ten  years  earlier, 
and  led  ever  since, 
addressing  some  of  the 
biggest  indoor  and  outdoor 
meetings  in  post-war 
Britain.  a  remarkable 
achievement  for  someone 
supposedly  in  exile  The 
National  Front,  UM's 
supposed  rival.  was 
founded  nine  years  later 
According  to  the  fly  sheet, 
Moynahan.  a  former 
Sunday  Times  journalist, 
"received  his  training  as  an 
historian  at  Cambridge's 
Corpus  Christi"  Either 
Moynahan  or  Corpus 
Christi  should  be  asking  for 
their  money  back  Perhaps 
not  surprisingly,  'The  British 
Century’  is  on  sale  at  a 
substantially  reduced  price 
Not  to  be  outdone,  the 
'Guinness  Book  of  the 
20th  Century'  has  a  1936 
entry  under  the  heading 
"Blackshirts  and  reds  slug  it 
out  in  London  ’’  Yes.  its  that 
hoary  old  legend.  The 
Battle  of  Cable  Street 
Guinness  then  lays  on 
some  of  its  own  froth  when 
it  says  that  a  week  later 
"Mosley’s  men  returned  in 
the  so-called  'Mile  End 
pogrom'  when  they  beat  up 
Jews  on  the  street  and 


smashed  windows  of 
businesses  that  they 
suspected  were  owned  by 
Jews  " 

The  facts  (which  we 
repeat  with  a  yawn)  are 
that  at  "Cable  Street"  the 
fighting  was  between 
reds  and  police,  and  in 
the  weeks  that  followed. 
British  Union 

"conducted"  the  most 
successful  series  of 
meetings  since  the 
beginning  of  the 
movement.  In  Stepney, 
Shoreditch,  Bethnal 

Green,  Stoke  Newington 
and  Limehouse,  crowds 
estimated  at  several 
thousands  of  people  (the 
highest  being  12,000) 
assembled  and  accorded 
the  speakers  an 
enthusiastic  reception; 
opposition  was  either 
non-existent  or 

negligible." 

The  above  quotation  is  from 
a  Special  Branch  report  (ref 
2/3043)  There  was  no 
"Mile  End  pogrom."  As 
Robert  Skidelsky  noted  in 
his  biography  of  Mosley, 
"there  is  no  doubt  that 
some  local  Jewish 

communists  were  more 
violent  than  anything 

produced  by  the  East 

London  or  any  other 
branch  of  British 

fascism."  Guinness  may 
be  good  for  you.  but  its 
20th  Century  History  should 
carry  a  mental  health 
warning 


of  Afro-Caribbean  and 
Asian  origin  in  Britain  Now 
they  are  numbered  in 
millions,  and  the  indigenous 
British  are  daily  being 
brainwashed  and  cowed 


into  surrendering  their 
identity  and  heritage  in  the 
cause  of  a  New  and 
rootless  Rainbow  Island 
Thirty  and  forty  years  after 
being  told  they  had  to 
accept  mass  immigration, 
the  British  are  now  being 
lectured  that  they  must 
lump  the  consequences 

Union  Movement 

economic  policy  would 
have  created  a  Third  Way 
between  Marxist 

socialism  and  chaotic 
capitalism,  between  state 
incompetence  and  private 
greed  Socially  it  would 
have  united  individual  effort 
and  personal  responsibility 
with  service  for  others  and 
identification  with  all  our 
people 

The  Objects  of  British 
Union  survived  in  Union 
Movement,  "Poverty  shall 
be  abolished,  and  All  shall 
work  thus  enrich  their 
country  and  themselves 
The  barriers  of  Class  shall 
be  destroyed  and  the 
energies  of  every  citizen 
devoted  to  the  service  of 
the  British  nation  " 

Union  Movement  would 
have  housed  the  people 
in  a  great  drive  of 
constructive  energy  and 
imagination.  No  cardboard 
cities,  soul-less  estates  or 
bleak  high  rise  blocks  Here 
is  a  report  of  Mosley 
speaking  in  1955:  "He 
would  clear  whole  slum 
areas,  laying  them  flat  while 
the  people  were  housed 
elsewhere  in  temporary 
accommodation  When  the 
areas  were  rebuilt,  the 
people  would  come  back  to 
familiar  but  modern 
surroundings,  and  another 
area  would  be  dealt  with 


"At  the  same  time  there 
were  many  good  and 
serviceable  houses,  only 
needing  modernising,  but 
which  the  old  politicians 
pulled  down  to  make  way 
for  jerry-built  flats" 

Look  at  East  London  and 
other  areas  of  our  great 
cities  today,  whole 
communities  dispersed  or 
abandoned  along  with  the 
human  values  of 
neighbourliness  that  was 
their  strength  And  then 
ponder  the  alternative 
advanced  by  Mosley  and 
Union  Movement ! 

In  Africa,  a  British  and 
European  policy  of 
economic  leadership  and 
partnership,  directed 
through  a  sub-Sahara 
division  two  thirds  Black 
ruled,  and  one  third  white, 
would  have  brought  stability 
and  advancement  to  all  the 
diverse  peoples  of  that 
continent  Instead  Black 
Africa  has  collapsed  in 
poverty,  genocide  and 
corruption,  to  which  nice 
prosperous  and  orderly  (if 
imperiect)  White-run 

nations,  betrayed  by  the 
west,  are  quickly 
succumbing 

As  British  and  Europe 
sink  towards  economic, 
social  and  racial  collapse 
•  these  last  two 
conditions  are  already 
evident  in  Britain  -  the 
legacy  and  example  of 
Oswald  Mosley,  Union 
Movement,  and  those 
who  fought  and  fight  for 
The  Great  Cause,  will 
inspire  the  counter  forces 
of  a  new  renaissance. 


COMRADE 


Is  My  copyrighted  No 
reproduction  is  permitted  in  any 
form  without  written  permission 


Joan  Warburton 

1914  - 1997 


The  forest  of  bright  yellow 
Daffodils  beside  the  church 
yard  glowed  golden  in  the 
Spring  sunshine  Joan 
would  appreciate  that.  I 
thought,  for  she  loved 
nothing  more  than  flowers 
That  and  the  conversation 
of  friends  So  she  came 
once  more  to  the  south 
London  church  on  the  hill 
where.  55  years  ago  to  the 
very  day.  she  had  married 
John  on  the  first  day  of 
Spring  when  'England  still 
was  England' 

Joan  joined  Mosley  even 
before  the  Blackshirt  years 
When  she  was  17  she 
became  a  member  of  his 
New  Party,  after  hearing 
about  it  from  her  brother 
who  was  also  a  member 
Surely,  a  prosperous  Britain 
and  the  wealth  of  Empire 
were  every  Briton's 
birthright  ?  Mosley  would 
see  to  it  that  the  British 
would  arise  and  enter  their 
own 

When  British  Union  was 
formed  she  was  among  the 
first  to  join  considering  it  'a 
much  more  realistic  way  of 
carrying  forward  New  Party 
ideals  Each  served  in  their 
own  way  for  Joan  came 
endless  evenings  and 
weekends  spent  in  'doing 
the  paperwork  at  the  Black 
House',  serving  tea  and 


biscuits,  'cleaning  floors  at 
the  DHQ'.  the  excitement  of 
Leader's  meetings  and  the 
danger  of  the  marches  And 
then  came  John  her  perfect 

comrade  and  companion  for 
the  longest  march  of  all 

After  the  war  of  brothers, 
Joan  became  a  foundation 
member  of  Union 
Movement  along  with  John 
In  the  shabby  post-War 
years  of  British  decline,  her 
home  echoed  with  the 
gaiety,  laughter  and  serious 
debate  of  young  and  old 
friends,  all  of  whom  quickly 
acquired  a  special  affection 
and  respect  for  Joan  In  the 
later  years  came  the 
students  of  research,  eager 
for  facts,  documents  and 
photographs  from  days  long 
before  they  were  born  And 
slowly  they  would  realise 
the  smiling  lady  who 
brought  in  the  cups  of  tea 
and  biscuits  had  been  part 
of  things  from  the  very 
earliest  days  herself  and 
had  been  witness  to  it  all 
And  before  they  left  they 
would  come  to  know  that  a 
real  understanding  of  the 
past  is  not  only  to  be  found 
in  newspapers  and  old 
photographs  -  but  in  the 
quality  of  people  who  dared 
all  and  endured  all  that 
Britain  might  see  better 
days  Like  Joan  Warburton 

On  one  of  the  many  floral 
tributes  that  lay  in  the  bright 
sunshine  in  the  cemetery 
opposite  the  church  on  the 
hill  were  written  the  words  • 
She  always  spoke  her 
mind'  Indeed  she  did  And 
if  more  people  had  had 
Joan's  courage  and 
determination  to  tell  other 
people  the  truth  as  they 
saw  it,  then  it  would  surely 
be  a  different  story  in 
Britain  today 


'Inkie'  Irvine 

1914-1997 

Born  in  Bromley,  Kent  on 
16th  November  1914  Inkie 
Irvine  joined  the  B  U  F  at 
the  age  of  20  and  became 
an  active  member  in  the 
Canterbury  and  Herne  Bay 
area  He  later  moved  to 
Birmingham  and  in  1937 
became  District  Leader  with 
H  Q  and  bookshop  in 
Stafford  Street  When  the 
lease  came  to  an  end  the 
entrepreneurial  Inkie  found 
accommodation  not  far 
away  in  Coleshill  Street 
Where  he  established  an 
independently  run  shop 
serving  teas,  sandwiches 
and  sweets  -  successfully 
aiming  to  finance  the  rest  of 
the  building  as  a  bookshop 
and  BU  headquarters 
Eventually  there  were  six 
additional  premises  in  the 
city  with  Inkie  appointed 
District  Inspector 
Arrested  under  18B  in  June 

1940  he  was  imprisoned 
without  charge  in  Walton 
Goal.  Liverpool  later  moved 
to  Stafford  Prison,  the  race 
course  at  York,  Huyton 
concentration  camp  and 
eventually  Peel  camp,  Isle 
of  Man 

After  his  release  from 
Brixton  Prison  in  December 

1941  he  was  then  called  up 
into  the  Royal  Engineers 
being  promoted  to  Sergeant 
during  his  four  and  a  half 
years  of  'unblemished  and 
excellent  service'  On 
demob  he  became  a 
founder  member  of  Union 
Movement 

He  was  responsible  for 
organising  a  number  of 
meetings  and  socials  often 
with  Mosley  as  the  speaker 
In  the  early  1950's.  Inkie 
together  with  his  wife 
Louise  played  host  to 
groups  of  East  End 
members  children  on  a  day 
out  to  the  seaside 
He  remained  a  loyal 
supporter  and  keen  reader 
of  Comrade  until  the  end  of 
his  life 


Gordon  Beckwell 


'And  if  perchance  you  see  the  red  of  Western  skies, 
Or  feel  the  coot  soft  rain, 

Or  smell  the  flowers  I  loved, 

Then  let  your  heart  beat  fast  for  me, 

And  I  will  not  be  dead.' 


INKIE  GREETS  SIR  OSWALD 
MOSLEY  ON  A  VISIT  TO 
COLCHESTER  IQTHJUNE  1950 


Fred  Hill 

MBE  FRGS 

1904  -  1997 

Fred  Hill  joined  the  BUF  in 
1932  His  father  W  H  Hill 
had  been  part  founder  of 
the  Taunton  Branch  where 
his  wife  and  both  sons  wore 
the  Blackshirt  With  Fred's 
background  of  business 
studies  in  New  York, 
Canada,  Germany  and 
France  he  joined 
headquarters  staff  in  1933 
as  advertisement  manager, 
later  becoming  public 
relations  and  business 
manager  for  the  Blackshirt 
and  Action  Newspapers 
Acutely  aware  of  the 
increasing  pressure  of  the 
multiples  on  small 
shopkeepers  led  to  his 
writing  the  pamphlet 
‘Gainst  Trust  and 
Monopoly'  Commercial 
Travellers  and  Shopkeeper 
Action  He  was  also  heavily 
involved  in  producing  the 
monthly  magazine  The 
British  Trader' 


After  the  war  he  fully 
embraced  the  policy  of 
Europe  a  Nation  and 
worked  to  this  end  by 
encouraging  the  youth  of 
many  natibns  to  compete  in 
apprenticeship  skills  His 
pioneering  work  was  later 
honoured  by  his  country 
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FRIENDS  OF  MOSLEY 


DECEMBER  1918:  ON  THE  BRINK  OF  A  LIFETIME  IN 
POLITICS.  HE  NEVER  FAILED  THESE  SERVICEMEN 

WE  SHALL  NEVER  FAIL  HIM. 
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An  investment  of  2  million  pounds  and  with  an 
average  audience  of  3  million  the  Channel  4 
Docu-Drama  "MOSLEY"  was  inevitably  going  to 
cause  opposition  from  the  many  who  continue  to 
denigrate  the  Leader.  Peter  Kennedy  charts 
some  of  the  amazing  and  amusing  incidents 
sparked  off  by  the  announcement  and 
subsequent  screening  of  the  series. 


MOSLEY 


THE  ALTERNATIVE  DRAMA 


"Mosley"  the  Channel  Four  drama  series  proved  less 
interesting  than  the  emergency  Alternative  Theatre 
staged  around  it 

As  Maurice  Gran  and  Laurence  Marks  remarked,  in  the 
past  other  writers  have  tried  to  interest  television 
programmers  in  a  series  on  Mosley.  In  each  case  the 
response  had  been  "thank  you  but  no  thank  you  I" 
Being  Jewish,  Gran  and  Marks  had  an  easier  ride.  The 
presumption  -  understandable  perhaps  -  was  that  their 
approach  would  be  as  impeccable  as  their 
background.  The  conventional  distortions  and 
fabrications  would  be  reinforced,  the  forces  of 
coercion  re-assured,  and  Mosley  put  in  his  place. 


When  it  became  clear  that 
Marks  and  Gran  were 
taking  a  more  independent 
and  principled  line,  there 
was  flurry  of  familiar  arm- 
twisting.  The  first  move  was 
to  try  and  get  the  series 
stopped  As  Henry  Morris, 
vice  president  of  the 
Association  of  Jewish  Ex- 
Servicemen  told  the 
Independent,  the  drama 
series  (of  which  he  seems 
have  had  a  privileged  pre¬ 
viewing)  "wasn't  enough  of 
a  hatchet  job  on  Mosley" 
When  this  failed,  what  was 
put  in  place  was  an 
orchestrated  campaign  of 
disinformation  and 

vilification  For  a  while  anti- 
Mosley  articles  seemed  to 
become  as  obligatory  as 
the  horoscope  or  weather 
forecast 


In  its  way  this  was  a  version 
of  the  old  tactic  From  the 
'thirties  to  well  into  the 
sixties,  the  forces  of 
opposition  and  coercion 
would  manoeuvre  to  have  a 
public  hall  or  marching 
route  banned  to  Mosley  and 
his  Movement  If  this  failed, 
send  in  the  thugs  or  hoax- 
call  a  fire  engine  !  When 
meeting  or  march  went 
ahead  in  triumph,  scream 
"Mosleyite  Brutality" 

With  the  scheduled  date  of 
"Mosley"  the  drama  series 
approaching,  and  pressure 
on  Channel  4  having  been 
of  no  avail,  it  is  easy  to 
picture  the  scene  in  the 
enemy  camp  From  all  the 
familiar  places,  the  phone 
calls  to  national  editors  and 
columnists,  the  leaning  of 
well-used  shoulders  on 


MOSLEY  ON  THE  MARCH  4TH 
MARCH  1937 


proprietors  and  senior 
executives,  the  alerting  of 
the  compliant  or  well- 
dispos'id,  ’he  :nstpjctions 
passed  down  the  line  For 
Marks  and  Gran,  it  must 
have  been  an  eye¬ 
opening  experience. 

Lies  are  all  the  more 
effective  when  mixed  in  with 
a  little  truth,  but  in  Mosley  - 
the  Alternative  Drama, 
there  was  little  time  for  the 
realities.  As  Michael  Quill 
shows  in  his  newly 
published  work  on  Mosley's 
economic  policies,  Mosley's 
thinking  was  a  logical 
progression,  each  new 
phase  a  development  of 
what  had  gone  before  As  a 
historian  has  noted,  Mosley 
did  not  cease  being  a 
radical  the  moment  he  put 
on  a  blackshirt.  Quite  the 
reverse  in  fact 
Writing  about  Tony  Blair, 
the  political  journalist 
Matthew  d'Ancona 

suggested  (without  the 
slightest  evidence)  that  the 
Prime  Minister  was  trying  to 
find  a  "third  way"  between 
far  left  socialism  and 
capitalism  The  first  man  to 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  10 


HILL  STREET 
BLUE 


Since  their  inception  by  the 
MP  William  Ewart  in  1867 
over  600  blue  plaques  have 
been  installed  on 
properties  The  criteria  for 
commemorating  individuals 
is 

.  SITE  OF  HISTORIC 
INTEREST 

.  WORK  DESERVING 
RECOGNITION 
.  POSITIVE 

CONTRIBUTION  TO 
HUMAN  WELFARE 
AND  HAPPINESS 
One  person  who  fulfills  all 
these  requirements  and 
more  is  Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
He  was  born  on  16th 
November  1896  at  47,  Hill 
Street,  Mayfair. 


SITE  OF  MOSLEYS ‘  BIRTH 
PLACE _ 

Although  this  property 
has  been  replaced  by  a 
mansion  block  it  would 
be  the  ideal  site  for 
recognising  the  life  work 
of  the  leader  Plaques  to 
Lenin,  Marx,  Dame  Clara 
Butt,  even  Arthur  Lucan 
(Old  Mother  Riley)  are  in 
place  around  the  capital 
The  time  is  now  right  to 
raise  a  commemorative 
blue  plaque  on  the 
birthplace  of  Britains 
Greatest  20th  Century 
politician 


2 


tUIMKADK 


THE  BLACK  ART  OF  OMMISSION 


Headline  ARMY  GAVE  MOSLEY  MARCHING  ORDERS 
OVER  INJURED  LEG.  On  Monday  9th  February  1998  a 
story  appeared  in  the  Daily  Telegraph  based  on  the  newly 
released  records  of  British  Army  Officers  in  the  first  world 
war  The  triple  column  article  accompanied  by  an  even 
larger  photograph  of  Mosley  taken  18  years  after  the  war 
purported  to  give  a  balanced  resume  of  Mosley's  war 
record 


By  selective  quotes  from 
the  107  page  file  the 
impression  was  given  that 
Mosley  had  later  enhanced 
his  war  record  for  political 
ends  The  journalist.  Will 
Bennett,  even  attributed  the 
Public  Record  Office 
military  record  specialist. 
William  Spencer,  as 
allegedly  saying  "his  war 
record  hardly  reflects  the 
dynamic  image  that  he  later 
tried  to  portray"  Bennett 
correctly  states  that 

"Mosley  was  a  Royal  Flying 
Corps  observer,  returned  to 
England  for  s|x  months  and 
after  another  brief  spell  of 
active  service  again 
returned  for  an  operation 
on  his  injured  leg,  then 
stayed  away  from  the 
trenches  for  the  duration  of 
the  war,  "Owing  to  an 
inability  to  march"  These 
facts  are  correct,  but  as 
in  most  things  concerned 
with  Mosley's  life,  context 
is  equally  important. 
Mosley  was  the  first  to 
acknowledge  that  politics 
was  a  rough  trade  and  of 
necessity  one  took  the 
brickbats  as  well  as  the 
bouquets  However  for  a 


once  great  newspaper  to 
give  space  to  impugn  the 
war  record  of  a  brave  man 
is  contemptible 

Officer  file  WO  339/15781 
unreservedly 

corroborates  the  account 
of  life  in  the  air  and 
trenches  as  published  in 
Mosley's  autobiography, 
MY  LIFE.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  entered  the 
Royal  Military  College, 
Sandhurst  Within  a  year 
he  was  gazetted  2nd 
Lieutenant  16  th  Lancers 
He  disembarked  at 
Boulogne  on  the  24th 
January  1915  having 
volunteered  to  join  the  6th 
Squadron  of  the  Royal 
Flying  Corps  as  an 
observer  This  entailed 
daily  sorties  over  enemy 
lines  in  a  flimsy  BE2C 
aircraft  with  a  top  speed  of 
eighty  miles  an  hour,  well 
within  range  of  ground  fire 
and  without  a  parachute 
On  his  return  to  England 
and  determined  to  gain  his 
wings,  he  reported  to  the 
Flying  School  at  Shoreham 
in  Sussex  He  soon  gained 
his  pilots  certificate  but 
later  disaster  struck  during 
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His  disability  eventually 
reached  official  ears  and  he 
was  ordered  back  to 
England  on  15th  February 
1916  An  operation  to  save 
his  leg  left  Mosley  with  a 
permanent  limp  During  his 
sixteen  months  sick  leave 
in  which  he  was  gazetted  to 
Lieutenant  he  was 

medically  reclassified  from 
A1  to  C3  "fit  for  home  duty 
only"  He  completed  a 
teaching  spell  at 

•  Eastbourne  Calvary  depot, 
then  joined  the  Ministry  of 
Munitions  before  moving 
onto  the  Foreign  Office  By 
now  Mosley  had  seen  the 
prosecution  of  war  first 
hand.  he  was  not 
impressed  Here,  indeed,  is 
the  clue  to  his  life  long 
opposition  to  needless  war 
and  its  terrible 
consequences  On  21st 
November  1918  he  left  the 
Foreign  Office  and  stood  as 
a  prospective  parliamentary 
candidate  for  Harrow  He 
had  served  a  total  of  4 
years  10  days  In  the 
service  of  his  country. 
Some  fifty  years  later  as 
Mosley  bleakly  recalled 
"MEMORY  IS  A  PARADE 
OF  DEAD  MEN". 


THIRTY  YEARS  ON 
STILL  GOING  STRONG 

'THE  BEST  WRITTEN  VOLUME  OF  MEMOIRS 
EMANATING  PROM  MY  GENERATION" 

Sir  Colin  Coote 

To  such  acclaim  Mosley 
published  his 

autobiography  "MY  LIFE"  in 
1968  Thirty  years  on  it 
remains  in  print  and 
continues  to  be  a  best 
seller  for  new  generations 
who  want  to  know  first  hand 
the  truth  about  a  man 
whose  honesty  and  refusal 
to  play  the  "establishment 
game"  kept  him  from 
leading  his  country  It  can 
I  still  be  obtained  by  ordering 
I  from  your  local  bookseller 
lor  direct  from  Friends  of 
I  Mosley 


a  solo  flight  when  a  crash 
landing,  due  to  a  sudden 
change  in  wind  direction 
drove  his  legs  into  the  floor 
of  the  cockpit  After 
treatment  for  an  injured 
right  leg  and  ankle  he 
rejoined  his  regiment  for 
setvice  in  the  trenches 
before  his  wounds  had  fully 
healed  from  the  accident 
While  conniving  to  hide  his 
worsening  swollen  leg.  He 
succumbed  to  the  common 
aliment  of  trench-foot 
brought  on  by  a 
combination  of  frostbite  and 
constant  standing  in  mud 
and  water 


COMRADE 


A  UNION  MOVEMENT  LANDMARK 


Alarmed  by  the  progress  of 
Union  Movement  in  just  a 
few  weeks  of  existence, 
Chuter  Ede  the  Labour 
Government's  Home 

Secretary  imposed  a  ban 
on  Mosley's  proposed  May 
Day  march  through  the 
'Homelands'  of  Hackney, 
Bethnal  Green  and 
Shoreditch  On  1st  May 
1948  a  large  crowd  was 
gathering  in  Hertford  Road, 
Dalston  to  hear  Mosley 
speak  when  mounted  police 
drove  back  the  greater  part 
of  the  assembled  crowd, 
then  threw  a  cordon  around 
the  entire  area  Thousands 
stranded  outside  this  nng  of 
blue  failed  to  hear  or  see 
the  Leader.  So  much  for 
free  speech  and  a  gift  for 
hostile  papers  to  report  that 
only  a  few  gathered  to  hear 
Moslev. 


MOUNTED  POLICE  UNDER 
ORDERS  FROM  THE 
EXECUTIVE  DRIVE 

SUPPORTERS  AWAV  FROM 
THE  HERTFORD  STREET 
MEETING _ 

People  then  walked  to 
Highbury  Comer,  outside 
the  banned  marching  area 
where  the  Drum  Corps 
were  waiting  to  lead  a  long 
march  through  Islington, 
Camden  Town  and  Tufnell 
Park  ending  appropriately 
outside  Holloway  Jail  where 
Mosley  had  spent  so  many 
wasted  years  The  day 
ended  in  characteristic  style 
with  Mosley  joining  friends 
for  a  drink  in  a  East  London 
pub. 


t  MAYDAY 
1948 

MOSLEY’S 

FIRST 

OUTDOOR 
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AND 
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COMRADE 


T.V.  REVIEW:  ANOTHER  TITANIC  TRAVESTY  OF  TRUTH 


Titanic,  the  new 
blockbuster  Hollywood 
movie,  is  now  appearing  at 
a  cinema  near  you  It's 
good  entertainment  and  it’s 
breaking  all  box  office 
records  worldwide  The 
only  problem  is  that  the  few 
survivors  of  the  Titanic  who 
are  still  alive,  and  many 
relatives  of  those  now 
dead,  consider  it  a  travesty 
of  the  truth  Officers  who 
acted  bravely  are  depicted 
as  shooting  passengers 
and  men  who  did  their  duty 
are  portrayed  as  cowards 
Steerage  passengers  were 
not  kept  behind  padlocked 
gates  thus  hindering 
escape  In  fact  pro-rata 
more  men  survived  in  third 
class  than  in  second 
Also,  more  sexual  activity 
takes  place  as  the  ship  is 
going  down  than  occurs  on 
an  entire  cruise  in  these 
more  permissive  nineties 
No  doubt  the  makers  claim 
all  this  is  justified  as 
dramatic  licence 
It's  the  same  story  with 
Channel  4's  four  part  TV 
production  'Mosley' 
Despite  a  spirited 
performance  from  Jonathan 
Cake  in  the  title  role,  the 
series  failed  to  capture  the 
character  of  Mosley  or  the 
spirit  of  the  pre-War 
movement  that  he  led 
This  is  partly  due  to  the 
programme-makers' 
determination  to  depict 
Mosley  as.  hell-bent  on  the 


conquest  of  every  attractive 
woman  who  crosses  his 
path  Good  for  audience 
ratings,  no  doubt  But  the 
only  'authority*  for  this  is 
Mosley’s  son  Nicholas  who 
acted  as  special  adviser  to 
the  series  It  is  hard  to 
imagine  what  deep 
psychological  forces  drive  a 
son  to  depict  his  dead 
father  so  on  television 
Mosley  himself  comes 
across  as  a  shallow  thinker, 
flippant  conversationalist 
and  dilettante  The  exact 
opposite  of  how  Ns  friends 
and  enemies  remember  him 
at  the  time  There  was  little 
evidence  of  Mosley's  deep 
intellect,  powerful  oratory 
and  profound  sense  of 
gravitas  Nor  his  genuine 
determination  to  build  a 
better  Britain  for  all  our 
people 

Historical  inaccuracies  are 
too  numerous  to  list  but 
some  cannot  pass 
unchallenged  At  least  one 
titled  lady  with  whom 
Mosley  was  supposed  to 
have  had  a  fling  simply  did 
not  exist  The  incident  of 
MP’s  passing  a 
compromising  photo  of 
Mosley  round  the  House  of 
Commons  did  not  happen 
No  such  photo  was  ever 
taken.  There  was  one 
particular  scene  where 
Mosley  kicks  a  man  on  the 
ground:  this  would  have 
been  anathema  to  Mosley's 
personal  code  and  no  such 


incident  occurred  And  in 
another  scene.  Mosley  is 
depicted  as  making  a  long 
anti-semitic  speech  of  the 
'tentacles  encircling  the 
globe’  type  in  the  paranoid 
style  of  Arnold  Leese  of  the 
Imperial  Fascist  League 
There  is  no  record  of 
Mosley  ever  using  those 
words  when  discussing  this 
issue 

However,  there  were  some 
places  where  the  truth  was 
in  danger  of  breaking 
through  An  indication  was 
given  how  Mosley  was 
driven  by  the  horrors  of  the 
Great  War  and  his 
determination  to  avoid  the 
repeat  in  which  54  million 
people  of  all  races  and 
nations  died  In  his 
audience  with  Hitler,  it 
becomes  clear  that  Mosley 
would  never  be  his  lapdog 
His  resignation  speech  from 
the  Labour  Party  in  the 
House  of  Commons 
captured  something  of  his 
genuine  idealism  and 
eloquence 

And  although  one 
colleague  wonders  why 
Mosley  wears  the  uniform 
of  a  District  Officer  for  the 
series  (the  Leader  alone 
wore  the  uniform  with  no 
insignia),  the  programme 
makers  at  least  got  the 
number  plate  of  his  Bentley 
right 

But  the  acid  test  of  the 
series  must  surely  be 


THE  LEADER  READS  A  NEW 
EDITION  OF  ACTION 
NEWSPAPER 


this.  If  Mosley  had  really 
been  like  the  character 
portrayed  in  this  Channel 
4  series,  would  any  of  us 
have  been  motivated  to 
follow  him  at  any  stage  in 
the  journey  ?  Specially 
bearing  in  mind  the 
hardships  and  ostracism 
that  this  invariably 
involved  ?  I  can  safely 
answer  for  you.  Brother 
Blackshirts.  We  most 
emphatically  would  not. 
When  the  Captain  of  the 
Titanic  realised  his  ship 
was  going  down,  he  did 
everything  he  could  to  save 
his  passengers  and  crew 
And  when  Mosley  saw  that 
his  country  was  sinking 
fast,  he  also  did  everything 
within  his  power  to  save  it 
Like  the  much  maligned 
Captain,  Mosley  was 
essentially  an  honourable 
man 

Gordon  Bfir.kwfill 


THE  MOSLEY 
HERITAGE 


Over  the  Whitsun  weekend 
in  1950  Union  Movement 
held  a  camp  and  rally  at 
Lymington  in  the  New 
Forest  On  Saturday  a 
sales  drive  was  held  in 
Bournemouth  to  help  sell 
the  weekly  paper  Union 
Sunday  began  with  a  march 
in  Poole  led  by  the  London 
drum  corps  Later  that  day 
Oswald  Mosley  visited  the 
camp  after  flying  into 
London  airport  from  Madrid 


F.O  M  archive  have  some 
excellent  pictures  of 
general  camp  activity  but 
nothing  of  Sir  Oswald's 
visit  Photographs  must 
have  been  taken  by 
members  If  you  were  there 
and  took  some  snaps  we 
would  like  the  opportunity 
to  borrow  them  for  copying 

• 

Friends  of  Mosley  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  the 
fnany  amateur 

photographers  who  have 
provided  pictures  of  events 
that  were  often  never 
covered  professionally 
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THE  TRUE  FACE  OF  DEDICATION 


Better  the  great  adventure, 
better  the  great  attempt  for 
England's  sake,  better 
defeat,  disaster,  better  far 
the  end  of  that  trivial  thing 
called  a  political  career, 
than  stifling  in  a  uniform  of 
blue  and  gold,  strutting  and 
posturing  on  the  stage  of 
little  England  amid  the 
scenery  of  decadence,  until 
history  in  turning  over  an 
heroic  page  of  the  human 
story  writes  of  us  the 
contemptuous  postscript 
These  were  the  men  to 
whom  was  entrusted  the 
Empire  of  Great  Britain,  and 
whose  idleness,  ignorance 


He  tried  to  change  the 
course  of  history,  and  to 
save  the  country  he  loved 
from  what  he  regarded  as  a 
tragic  decline  He  failed 
But  Carlyle's  metaphor 
comes  to  mind  'When  the 
ship  returns  to  harbour  with 
the  hull  battered  and  the 
rigging  torn,  before  we 
assess  the  blame  of  the 
pilot,  before  we  award  the 
verdict  of  posterity,  let  us 
pause  to  enquire  whether 
the  voyage  has  been  twice 
round  the  world  or  from 
Ramsgate  to  the  Isle  of 
Dogs' 


and  cowardice  left  it  a 
Spain 

SIR  OSWALD  MOSLEY  31ST 
DECEMBER  1931 


LADY  DIANA  MOSLEY  WRITING 
IN  HER  BOOK  LOVED  ONES 
PUBLISHED  1905  (ISBN  0  263 
091550) 


SIR  OSWALD  AND  LADY  DIANA  MOSLEY  PICTURED  IN 
i1969  ON  THE  BALCONY  OF  LE  TEMPLE  de  la  GLOIRE 
THEIR  HOME  AT  ORSA Y  OUTSIDE  PARIS 


LEST  WE  FORGET  : 

THE  COMMUNIST  TERROR 

"Violence  we  forbid.  Mere  abuse  »ve  forbid."  Mosley, 

1936 

During  the  1930s  any  verbal  or  physical  self  -  defence  by 
Mosley's  supporters  against  violence  organised  by  the 
communists,  their  fellow  -  travellers  and  Jewish  front  - 
organisations  was  decided  by  the  "liberar  media  as 
Fascist  Terror,  and  the  legend  has  grown  with  postwar 
telling 

Meanwhile,  what  was  happening  in  the  paradise  then 
recommended  by  these  people  as  the  alternative  to  the 
programme  of  British  Union  ? 


In  the  newly  published  book 
by  Robert  Service  A 
History  of  Twentieth 
Century  Russia  (Penguin 
Press  £25)  Richard  Pipes, 
the  Times  Literary 
Supplement  reviewer, 
states  Stalin's  rule 
progresses  in  the  1930s  to 
unbounded  terror 

Massacres  were 

implemented  in  accord  with 
pre-ordained  and 

indiscriminate  quotas.  Vans 
and  lorries  marked  "Meat" 
or  "Vegetables"  would  carry 
the  victims  out  to  a  quiet 
wood  where  deep  pits  had 
been  secretly  prepared 
Between  1  and  1.5  million 
people  perished  in  the 
"purges"  The  question 


must  be  asked  just  who 
were  the  citizens  of  this 
country  who  supported  the 
‘halcyon  days  of  Uncle  Joe' 
and  his  now  verified  crimes 
against  humanity.  LE 
LIVRE  NOIR  DU 
COMMUNISME  claims 
that  the  victims  of 
communism  throughout 
the  world  since  1917 
numbered  close  to  100 
million  human  beings. 

If  such  figures  are  near 
incomprehensible  to 

readers  we  have  it  in 
microcosm  by  recalling  the 
atrocity  of  the  Katyn  Wood 
murders  It  was  in  late  1940 
Stalin  ordered  the 


"UNCLE  JOE '  THE  IMAGE 
FOISTED  ONTO  A  GULLIBLE 
BRITISH  PUBLIC _ 

execution  of  the  entire 
Polish  Officer  class,  then 
being  held  in  prison  camps 
around  Smolensk  4443 
bodies  were  later  found 
buried  in  a  forest  clearing 
by  the  advancing  Germans 
An  obvious  Russian 
crime  which  the 
government  did  little  to 
disabuse  the  public  that 
the  German  army  had 
been  responsible.  I(  was 
not  even  mentioned  at  the 
Teheran  Conference  in 
November  1943  .  For  the 
ensuing  45  years 
successive  allied 

Governments  remained 
ambivalent  Obstacles  were 
placed  in  the  way  of  a 
group  attempting  to  secure 


a  site  and  build  a  memonal 
in  this  country  Individual 
Union  Movement  members 
.  often  joined  Polish  anti¬ 
communist  protest 

marchers  through  London 
led  by  General  Wladyslav 
Anders,  the  same  man  who 
led  the  army  that  would 
have  included  the 
slaughtered  Poles 
Once  the  Berlin  Wall  fell 
the  truth  leaked  out  of  the 
Russian  archives,  that 
Stalin  had  been  the 
perpetrator  of  the  crime  No 
one  has  been  brought  to 
justice  for  this  most  callous 
act  No  band  wagon  has 
been  set  rolling  Why  not  2 
Where  are  the  anti¬ 
communist  features  in  the 
newspapers  or  on 
television,  the  exposure  of 
Eastern  European  war 
criminals  living  a  life  of 
tranquil  retirement  in  this 
country  safe  from  their 
crimes  committed  on  behalf 
•of  Stalin  Why  again  does 
no  band  wagon  roll 
On  the  subject  of 
government  perfidy  when 
will  extradition  procedures 
be  instituted  to  bring  back 
the  master  spy  George 
Blake  to  serve  the 
remaining  36  years  of  his 
sentence 


6 


COMRADE 


NEITHER  OGRE 


Journalist  Robert  Innes-Smith  was  a  friend  of  Oswald 
Mosley  He  began  correspondence  with  Mosley  in  the 
1950s  and  in  later  years  met  him  several  times  As  a 
former  editor  of  the  Tatter  and  Bystander  magazine  he 
believes  Mosley  was  neither  traitor  or  an  ogre  He  offers  a 
personal  view  of  both  the  man  and  the  television  series 
depicting  his  life 


Some  years  ago  there  was 
a  series  on  television  on 
the  life  of  Victoria  Sackville 
West.  For  anyone  who 
knew  her,  however  slightly, 
the  result  was  a  travesty  - 
proving  how  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  such 
things  right 

She  was  unrecognisable; 
the  aristocratic  Violet 
Trefuis  came  over  as  a 
Wembley  hairdresser  and 
Harold  Nicholson 

appeared  to  be  a  wimpish 
bank  clerk 

So  what  is  one  to  make  of 
the  TV  series  on  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley  ?  For  a  start  it  is 
very  difficult  to  Find  young 
actors  these  days  who  hav6 
the  right  accents,  and 
contorted  vowels  tend  to 
spoil  the  illusion 
Also,  when  depicting 
someone  as  dynamic  and 
controversial  as  Mosley,  it 
is  impossible  to  find  an 
actor  to  bring  alive  his 
charisma  The  trailer  to  this 
series  as  First  pronounced 
him  as  "traitor",  yet  few 


Englishmen  were  as 
patriotic  as  he  After 
complaints,  this  word  was 
dropped 

I  first  met  Mosley  in  the 
1960s  but  had 

corresponded  with  him  a 
few  years  earlier. 

As  a  young  man  searching 
for  a  political  creed  and  by 
nature  a  conservative,  I  had 
listened  frustratedly  to  well- 
intentioned  Tory  waffling 
and  the  ludricious 
posturings  of  Socialists  I 
had  even  gone  to 
Communist  meetings,  which 
were  sheer  farce 
Having  been  warned  that  I 
might  be  beaten  up,  it  was 
with  some  trepidation  that  I 
went  one  evening  in  1954 
to  Kensington  Town  Hall  to 
hear  Mosley. 

There  was  no  waffling  that 
day  I  Mosley  entered  an 
empty  stage  with  the  flags 
of  the  European  nations 
draped  behind  him  He  was 
heard  in  complete  silence 
except  for  thunderous 
applause  at  the  end,  and 


what  he  said  seemed  to 
make  prefect  sense 

Although  delivered  in  the 
dramatic  tones  of  the  great 
orator  that  he  was,  one  felt 
that  he  had  carefully 
thought  through  everything 
that  he  was  saying  and  that 
everything  he  was  saying 
was  concise  and  to  the 
point 

Although  I  was  in  a 
sceptical  mood.  I  found 
myself  agreeing  with  almost 
everything  he  said  and  left 
the  hall  feeling  that  here 
was  indeed  a  lost  Prime 
Minister 

Mosley  was,  of  course,  an 
ogre  He  was  the  potential 
gauleiter  of  England  under 
Hitler  He  was  a  war  -  time 
Nazi  sympathiser  He  was  a 
traitor,  and  to  prove  it  had 
been  in  prison  during  the 
war  (without  trial,  needless 
to  say)  He  had  longed  for 
the  overthrow  of  this 
country  by  Germany  All  of 
this  was  total  baloney 
Disillusioned  after  the 
Great  War  by  the 
feebleness  of  the 
Conservatives  in  improving 
conditions,  he  joined 
Labour  and  found  them 
even  worse 

Seeing  what  Mussolini  had 
achieved  in  Italy  by  direct 
action,  he  felt  that  that  was 
the  only  way  Maybe  it  was 
-  but  he  (foolishly  as  it 
turned  opt)  decided  to  go  it 
alone,  failing  to  understand 
his  phlegmatic  countrymen 
Had  he  stuck  with  one  of 
the  main  parties,  most 
historians  agree  that  he 
could  have  dominated 
either  of  them,  and 
eventually  become  Prime 
Minister  That  way,  many  of 
his  objectives  would  have 
been  achieved  -  by  working 
through  the  system  His 
greatest  mistake  was  to 
take  another  course 
After  the  Second  World 
War  he  tried  once  more  In 


spite  of  his  great  following 
in  the  working-class  areas 
of  East  London,'  he  was 
never  to  make  an  impact 
again  in  the  way  that  he 
had  in  the  1 930s 
After  hearing  him  for  the 
first  time.  I  was  intrigued 
and.  after  being 
brainwashed  by  almost 
everyone  I  talked  to  about 
him  into  thinking  him  to 
have  horns  and  a  tail.  I 
wrote  to  him,  posing  cheeky 
questions  To  my  surprise, 
he  replied  at  length  and 
gave  satisfactory  answers 
to  my  impertinent 
comments  We 

corresponded  from  time  to 
time  and  he  sent  me  his 
publication  Action  which, 
unlike  the  corresponding 
broadsheets  of  the  left, 
usually  contained  sensible 
and  well-balanced 

arguments 

One  day  in  1967,  sitting  on 
top  of  a  bus  at  Victoria 
Station,  I  saw  a  tall,  limping 
figure  wearing  a  wide- 
brimmed  hat  making  for  the 
station  forecourt  Although  I 
knew  it  was  almost  a  birds 
eye  view  I  knew 
instinctively  who  it  was 
As  the  bus  began  to  pull 
away  I  bounded  down  the 
stairs  and  jumped  off, 
running  towards  the  station 
to  head  him  off  I  then 
turned  my  back  and  ran 
towards  him  I  might  have 
been  an  assassin  but  he 
did  not  flinch  for  a  moment 
"Sir  Oswald  Mosley?  "  I 
asked,  rather  out  of  breath 
"Yes,  who  are  you  T  When 
I  said  my  name,  he 
remembered  and  we  had  a 
brief  talk.  "I  must  catch  my 
train  for  Paris  now  but  do 
come  and  see  me  when  you 
are  in  France  " 

Although  I  never  did  get  to 
Le  Temple  de  la  Glorie.  his 
miniature  chateau  outside 
Paris,  I  was  to  meet  him 
many  times 
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NOR  TRAITOR 


By  then  he  was  an  elder 
statesman,  still  a  powerful 
orator  but  his  earlier 
arrogance  (James  Les- 
Mtlne  said  that  he  was  a 
man  of  overwhelming 
egotism,  did  not  know  the 
meaning  of  humility, 
brooked  no  argument  and 
would  accept  no  advice) 
had  mellowed 

To  me.  a  nobody,  he  was 
kind,  thoughtful  and 
amusing  The  endless 
insults,  snubs  and 
downright  defamations  that 
were  heaped  upon  him  and 
his  second  wife  worried  me 
a  great  deal  but  perhaps  I 
worried  too  much  as  the 
Mosleys  had  weathered 
many  a  storm  and 
developed  a  toughness  to 
withstand  all  these  "slings 
and  arrows" 

In  1968,  I  became  Editor  of 
the  Tatler  and  Bystander 
Magazine  We  carried  two 
items  -  Letter  from  Rome 
and  Letter  from  Paris  I 
asked  Lady  Mosley  to 
contribute  the  latter  as  she 
lived  just  outside  the 
French  Capital. 

She  agreed  and  wrote  a 
series  of  amusing  and 
informative  pieces,  which 
were  well  received  She 
has  the  Mitford  gift  with 
words  as  anyone  who  has 
read  her  books  will  know  I 
saw  a  little  more  of  both  of 
them  from  then  on 
When  the  late  Gordon 
Clark  asked  me  for  ideas  to 
expand  the  orbit  of  the 
Abbotsholme  Arts  Society, 
which  he  founded  (its  guest 
performers  had  hitherto 
been  limited  to 
distinguished  musicians)  I 
had  suggested  Mosley. 
Gordon  Jumped  at  the  idea 
and  I  asked  the  great  man  if 
he  would  come  He  agreed 
and.  with  the  help  of  Ian 
Waller,  whose  son  had 
been  at  the  school  and  who 
was  a  political 
correspondent  on  The 


Sunday  Telegraph,  Lord 
Boothby  was  also  roped  in 
for  a  discussion 
The  Mosleys,  the  Boothbys. 
my  wife  and  I  and  the 
Clarks  had  a  dinner  at  the 
school  beforehand  and  the 
evening  was  a  great 
success 

Waller  set  the  controversial 
ball  rolling  at  the  dinner 
table  and  the 

reminiscences  of  Mosley 
and  Boothby  exchanging 
anecdotes  about  Baldwin, 
Lloyd-George  and  Churchill 
was  living  history 
This  "warm-up"  set  the 
pace  for  the  meeting  that 
followed  The  audience  was 
invited  to  put  questions  to 
Mosley  and  he  fielded  them 


her  own  I  asked  her  ana 
she  agreed  That  evening, 
too,  was  a  great  success 
and  several  old  people 
came  to  pay  tribute  to  her 
as  they  remembered  her 
and  her  husband  when  they 
lived  dose  by  at  Wootton 
Lodge 

Mosley  and  his  second  wife 
admired  Hitler  in  the  early 
days,  as  did  large  numbers 
of  people  in  this  country 
(including  members  of  my 
own  family).  Likewise 
Mussolini  They  were 
clearing  up  the  post-Great- 
War  shambles  quickly  and 
were  against  Communism 
But,  when  it  all  became  a 
disaster  and  the  true 
horrors  of  Nazism  were 


MOSLEY  SPEAKS  AT  KENSINGTON  TOWN  HALL  ONE  Of  THE  VERY 
FEW  HALLS  IN  THE  COUNTRY  THAT  UNION  MOVEMENT  WAS 
ALLOWED  TO  BOOK 


well  To  my  astonishment 
and  delight  he  received 
rapturous  applause 
Waller,  a  man  of  the  Left,  I  * 
felt  was  disappointed  and 
afterwards  could  not  resist 
writing  a  spiteful  article  in 
The  New  Statesman  about 
the  event,  needlessly . 
attacking  the  Mosleys, 
which  necessitated  a 
rebuttal  by  Lady  Mosley 
There  was  nothing  new 
about  that  » 

A  few  years  after  his  death, 
Gordon  Clark  asked  if  I 
thought  Lady  Mosley  would 
come  to  Abbotsholme  on 


revealed,  Mosley,  as  did 
most  other  admirers  of 
European  fascism,  not 
surprisingly  had  seconds 
thoughts 

As  for  being  a  "traitor",  he 
told  me  that  if  Germany  had 
attacked  England  he  would 
have  fought  to  the  death  for 
his  country  I  know  that  he 
would  have  done  so. 

This  is  not  the  place  to 
ponder  the  rights  and 
wrongs  of  Mosley's  policies 
but  it  must  be  said  that, 
whatever,  he  did  he  did  for 
his  country 

His  tarnished  reputation 


was  largely  the  result  of 
being  judged  by.  hindsight 
and  of  the  relentless  and 
mischievous  propaganda 
war  waged  against  him  by 
Leftists,  to  whom  he  was  a 
hpte-figure,  over  the  past 
60  years 

Their  success  in  that 
direction  would  have  made 
Dr  Goebbels  green  with 
envy  •  Even  members  of  his 
own  family  turned  against 
him 

He  was  hated  for  being 
different,  un-English  in  his 
ideas,  and  for  making  other 
politicians  look  timid. 

The  English  only  like  to  see 
piratical,  swash-buckling 
Elizabethan  types  in  films 
They  cannot  take  the  real 
thing 

Even  so,  the  distinguished 
Labour  politician,  R.HS 
Crossman,  admitted  that 
one  of  the  reasons  why 
Mosley  was  disliked  was 
because  he  was  invariably 
right,  and  the  Socialist 
historian  A.J  P.  Taylor 
regarded  his  pre-war  ideas 
as  "...  a  blueprint  for  most 
of  the  constructive 
advances  in  economic 
thinking  to  the  present  day 
evidence  of  a  superlative 
talent" 

Yet  anyone  daring  to 
defend  him  was  invariably 
execrated  I  dare  say  that 
the  makers  of  this  current 
TV  series  will  feel  the  lash 
for  not  perpetuating  all  the 
old  myths  and  being  "too 
kind" 

It  is  good  that,  after  all 
these  years  of  what  looked 
like  a  conspiracy  of  silence, 

.  these  programmes  are 
being  shown  on  television, 
but  one  cannot  help 
cynically  feeling  that 
Channel  Four  is  using  his 
panoramic  love-life  as  an 
excuse  for  pornography  I 
was  hoping  for  fairness  with 
"warts  and  all"  (and  he  had 
hid  fair  share  of  those) 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  11 
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BOOK  REVIEW 


Despite  a  carpingly  critical 
introduction  from  one 
Andrew  Hawking,  in  which 
hostile  pygmies  have  plenty 
to  say  and  wild  guesses  at 
BUF  strength  are  made 
without  a  shred  of 
evidence,  this  is  a  most 
important  book  and  its 
editor  Michael  Quill  is 
warmly  to  be  congratulated 
Nearly  20  years  after  his 
death  is  a  good  time  to 
assess  Mosley's 

significance,  but  we  have 
just  had  yet  another  hymn 
of  hate  bleated  out  against 
him  and  assisted  by  a 
televised  soap  opera  What 
however  have  his 
opponents,  the  brightest 
ornaments  of  the  great 
parties  of  state,  got  to  brag 
about  amid  all  their  pomp 
and  sleaze  ?  Correlli 
Barnett,  Britain's  leading 
living  historian,  summed  up 
as  follows  in  the  Sunday 
Times  last  October 
"So  here  we  are,  half  a 
century  after  the  second 
World  War,  still  suspended 
between  Europe  and  the 
Commonwealth  Here  we 
are,  even  after  such 
poignantly  symbolic  acts  as 
the  hauling  down  of  the 
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Union  flag  in  Hong  Kong 
and  the  scrapping  of 
Britannia,  still  unable  to 
accept  the  reality  that  we 
are  now  just  an  island 
European  state  with  a  GNP 
per  head  ranking  19th  in 


"building  a  land  fit  for 
heroes  to  live  in"  His 
second  aim  in  political  life 
was  to  keep  a  second 
British  generation  out  of 
another  bloodbath  of 
European  youth 


the  world" 

Put  another  way.  just  at  the 
time  when  it  was  the  current 
holder  of  Europes 
'revolving  presidency'  our 
New  Labour  government 
was  far  more  excitedly 
preparing  to  be  Field 
Marshal  Clinton's  drummer 
boy,  but  its  day  of  glory  did 
not  dawn  because  Saddam 
Hussain  called  off  the  war 
As  the  forward  of  this  book 
shows,  Britain  was  the  first 
nation  to  undergo  an 
industrial  revolution  in  the 
age  of  steam  and  is  now 
deeply  involved  in  the 
electronic  or  'information' 
age  Advancing  technology 
enables  us  to  produce  more 
and  more  wealth  in  greater 
variety  at  decreasing  cost 
We  live  in  a  age  of  plenty 
As  Mosley  discovered  after 
entering  politics  as  an  ex- 
service  MP  in  the  Khaki 
Election  of  1918,  however, 
no  British  government  has 
ever  attempted  to  give 
British  people  the 
purchasing  power  to 
consume  what  British 
industry  could  produce  To 
achieve  this  became  the 
first  of  his  political  aims: 


GUILLOTINING  COPIES  OF 
TOMORROW  WE  LIVE _ 


Much  of  this  book  is  then 
devoted  to  his  policies  for 
realising  these  aims.  During 
the  1920s  he  proposed  to 
use  producer’s  and 
consumer’s  credits  to 
equate  the  two  sides  of 
industry,  following  his 
'Revolution  By  Reason’ 
speech  in  1925  A  few 
years  later  he  was  in  the 
forefront  with  ideas  for 
energising  the  whole  British 
economy,  he  summarised 
this  in  the  Mosley 
Manifesto  in  1930,  when 
the  Labour  government 
rejected  this  on  the  eve  of 
the  Great  Depression  of  the 
1930s  but  failed  to  put 
forward  any  comparable 
programme  of  action, 
Mosley  resigned  from  the 
government  and  his 
resignation  speech  is  given 
in  this  book 


MICHAEL  QUILL 


Next  comes  a  summary  of 
policy  in  his  BUF  period, 
extracts  from  ’The  Greater 
Britain'  of  1932.  the  book 
which  first  laid  down  the 
Mosley  challenge  to  the  old 
political  system  in  the 
1930s,  followed  by  further 
extracts  from  'Tomorrow 
We  Live’  six  years  later, 
written  for  the  mass 
membership  gathered 
around  Mosley 
But  then  came  a  second 
world  war  in  1939.  leading 
first  to  the  eclipse  of  fascist 
doctrines  and  later  the 


collapse  of  Soviet 
communism  in  the  following 
Cold  War  This  was  not  all 


FOLDING  TOMORROW  WE  LIVE 
AS  THEY  COME  FROM 
PRINTING 


the  British  and  other 
European  colonial  empires 
were  all  swept  away,  and  in 
their  place  arose  a  new 
concept  of  the  political  and 
economic  union  of  Europe, 
to  which  Mosley  turned  as 
the  great  post  war  field  for 
his  thinking  Out  of  the 
huge  body  of  his  writings 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  11 
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Olive  joined  the  secretarial 
staff  of  BU  at  the  age  of  16 
and  soon  became  an 
assistant  to  George  Sutton, 
the  Director  of  Research 
However,  her  commitment 
to  'British  Socialism'  went 
far  beyond  office  work  and 
she  eventually  gained  a 
speaker's  warrant  and 
became  Womens  District 
Leader  for  Peckham 
branch  In  1937  Olive  was 
also  appointed  British 
Union  Prospective 

Parliamentary  Candidate 
for  Peckham  even  though 
only  19  years  old.  If  a  snap 
General  Election  had  been 
called  then  she  would  not 
have  been  old  enough  to 
stand  but  no  election  was 
expected  before  1940. 

Trie  most  important  period 
of  Olive's  service  to  British 
Union  was  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  War  She 
was  one  of  a  large  group  of 
women  activists  who 
doubled  their  efforts  to  Till 
in'  for  the  many  male 
members  who  had  been 
called  up  in  the  Armed 
Services.  During  this  time 
she  devoted  all  of  her 
energies  to  persuading  the 
British  people  to  call  for 
'Peace  with  Honour  and 
British  people  safe  and 
Empire  intact'.  Early  in 
1940  Olive  was  appointed 
to  the  top  womens  post  in 
British  Union:  a  promotion 
then  categorised  her 
among  the  leaders  of 
British  Union  and  earned 


Profile  :  Olive  Hawks 

Last  chief  womens  organiser  of 
British  Union 


her  a  lengthy  period  of 
internment  under 

Regulation  1 8B  in  Holloway 
Prison  and  the  Isle  of  Man 

During  the  latter  part  of  her 
detention,  she  began 
writing  her  first  novel  'What 
Hope  for  Green  Street' 
(Jarrolds  1945):  a  telling 
explanation  of  why  so  many 
working  class  families  in 
East  London  came  to 
support  'Imperial  Socialism’ 
and  the  social  factors  that 
prevented  the  wishes  of 


ordinary  people  from 
materialising 

Olive's  wartime  marriage  to 
BU's  Frederick  Burdett  did 
not  survive  her  internment 
of  over  4  years  Although 
she  retained  her  original 
beliefs.  Olive  was  one  of 
those  who  did  not  return  to 
active  politics  after  the  war 
She  had  spent  all  her  adult 
years  within  the  close 
confines  of  British  Union 
and  later  His  Majesty's 
Prisons  She  was  still 


OLIVE  LEADING  FROM  THE  FRONT  HEADING 
THE  WOMENS  SECTION  ON  A  LONDON 
MARCH. 


young  -  the  post-war  world 
seemed  an  exciting  place 
and  Olive  determined  to 
explore  it.  Whilst  continuing 
to  write  novels,  she  went  to 


Greece  where  she  married 


for  the  second  time.  Her 
last  book  'Life  Lies  Ahead' 
(1951),  a  book  of  practical 
advice  for  young  wives 
setting  up  home,  was  co¬ 
authored  with  Eustace 
Chesser,  a  prominent 
Jewish  psychiatrist  and 
writer  of  popular 
sociological  studies,  with 
illustrations  by  Quentin 
Crisp  whose  life  was  later 
dramatised  in  'The  Naked 
Civil  Servant' 


After  the  birth  of  two  sons, 
Olive  and  her  family 
emigrated  to  a  Dominion 
country  where  she  died  in 
March  1992  aged  75.  The 
courageous  life  of  this 
woman  patriot  and  her  like 
formed  the  bedrock  of 
inspiration  for  those  who 
followed 


Gordon  Beckwell 


war,  All  true  competition  has 
and  disappeared  along  with 
thousands  of  small 


Buy  one  get  one  free, 
greets  shoppers  in 
supermarkets  these  days 
Sounds  good,  but  what  is  it 
really  saying  ?  It  is  saying 
that  you  era  being  grossly 
overcharged  on  everything 
they  sell  No  one  can  make 
hundreds  of  millions  of 
profit  year  after  year  giving 
away  anything  'free' 

Tony  Blair,  on  becoming 


Labour  Leader,  declared  he 
wanted  to  take  power  and 
wealth  away  from  the  few 
and  give  it  back  to  the 
many  That  sounds  good 
too.  but  the  supermarkets 
are  a  prime  example  of  the 
concentration  of  wealth  and 
power  by  the  few 
We  have  al|  been  here 
before.  In  the  pre-war  days 
a  great  B  U  F  campaign 
was  conducted  against  the 
high  street  multiples 
Pamphlets  such  as 
menace  of  the  chain 
stores, 


shopkeepers  at 
'gainst  trust 
monopoly 
highlighted  the  growing 
problem 


the  country  but  still  the 
small  shopkeeper  was 
relentlessly  squeezed  The 
war  and  rationing  brought 
some  respite  but  now  more 
sophisicated  methods  are 
employed  one  stop 
shopping  is  the  cry 


shopkeepers  and  most  of 
the  smaller  and  local  food 


wealth  as  agents  for  his 

new  'saving  scheme*. 
Concentrating  yet  more 
wealth  and  power  in  to  the 
hands  of  the  few 


manufacturing  companies 
Prime  Minister  Blair, 
Well  attended  protest  .between  sound  bites  and 
meetings  were  held  all  over  grins,  is  giving  the 

supermarkets  yet  more  • 
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MOSLEY  THE  ALTERNATIVE 
DRAMA  CONTINUED  FROM 
PAGE  1 

do  this,  noted  d‘ Ancona,  in 
what  he  no  doubt  intended 
as  a  put  down,  "was 
Oswald  Mosley".  This  truth 
did  not  of  course  prevent 
the  media  from  referring 
habitually  to  Mosley  as  the 
leader  of  the  "extreme 
Right". 

On  a  more  hilarious  level, 
the  Daily  Telegraph  carried 
a  warming  up  interview  with 
Vidal  Sassoon,  the 
Californian-domiciled  multi¬ 
millionaire  crimper,  who 
had  a  heroic  post-war 
record  with  the  43  Group 
Described  by  his 
interviewer  as  "that  curious 
thing:  half  man,  half 

product,"  Sassoon  made 
free  with  the  products  of  his 
imagination.  His  mother,  we 
read,  was  a  passionate 
Zionist  who  inspired  her 
son  to  become  involved  in 
the  anti-fascist  movement 
after  the  war 

'They  started  popping  up 
again  until  the  Government 
made  it  illegal  to  wear 
uniforms",  recounted 

Sassoon.  "I  actually  spent  a 
night  in  jail  for  breaking  up 
a  fascist  meeting  at  a  pub 
in  Kilburn  The  following 
day  the  judge  told  us  all  to 
be  good  boys  and  behave 
ourselves  " 

This  was  11  years  after 
political  uniforms  were 
banned  and  two  years 
before  the  43  Group  liked 
to  claim  it  had  driven  the 
Mosleyites  off  the  streets. 


attack  on  their  meeting,  he 
and  his  friends  would  have 
been  bleating  about 
"brutality,"  leaving  the 

alleged  judicial  catspaw  of 
the  political  establishment 

to  have  imposed  a 

sentence  well  in  excess  of 
"go  off  and  enjoy 

yourselves  " 

Another  old  figure  from 
those  early  postwar  days 
was  the  journalist  Frederick 
Mullally,  said  the 

Independent  writer,  was 
"once  beaten  up  by  a  mob 
of  Mosley's  supporters." 
Aside  from  the  journalistic 
convention  of  re-cycling 
any  old  anecdotal  claim  on 
trust,  this  of  course  is 
another  example  of  anti- 
Mosleyites  wanting  it  both 
ways;  to  strike  a  pose  as 
valiant  "anti-Fascist 

fighters,"  while  at  the  same 
time  innocent  victims  of 
Mosleyite  "brutality  " 

The  Independent  article, 
targeted  on  the  rage  of 
what  it  described  as 
"Jewish  activists."  -  and  like 
every  article  in  this  media 
ramp,  without  the  merest 
counter-balancing  view  - 
was  illustrated  with  a  photo 
of  Mosley's  1947  press 
conference,  with  Mullally  on 
hand  looking  malevolent 
and  somewhat  half  -crazed. 
Among  Mullally's 

observations  was  this 
nugget,  "He  led  his  thugs 
into  Jewish  areas  like 
Bethnal  Green."  Bethnal 
Green  of  course,  like 
Shoreditch,  Limehouse, 
Hackney  and  other  East 


Whether  Sassoon's  Kilburn  London  boroughs,  was 
reminiscences  are  correct  predominantly  non-Jewish, 
or  not,  it  is  certain  that  had  and  it  was  from  this  working 


EAST  LONDONERS  QUEUE  TO  JOIN  THE  NEWLY  LAUNCHED  UNION 


British  Union  rapidly  built  js  certainly  the  case  in 
up  an  enthusiastic  mass  respect  of  the  "continual 
following  Mosley's  celebration  of  violence  in 

supporters  didn’t  need  to  go  the  media,"  whose  traders  - 
"into"  Bethnal  Green,  for  not  least  in  the  Hollywood 
the  clear  and  verifiable  tendency  -  would  be 
reason  that  so  many  of  apoplectic  over  this  charge 
them  were  already  living  of  guilt  by  "fascist" 
there  association. 


MOSLEY  SPEAKS  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  IN  PUBLIC  SINCE  1940  AT 
FARRINGDON  HALL  15TH  NOVEMBER  1947  THE  START  OF  THE 


LONG  MARCH  TO  EUROPE  A  NATION 


Mullally  of  course  is  an  old 
hand  at  this  Less  so  is  Ivo 
Mosley,  grandson  of  Sir 
Oswald  and  son  of 
Nicholas.  In  a  surreal 
article  in  the  Sunday 
Telegraph,  "Mosley  is  dead, 
but  his  soul  goes  marching 
on,"  he  claims  that  much  of 
what  fascism  advocated  "is 
with  us  today. 

'The  cult  of  charisma,  in  the 
form  of  pop  and  film  idols, 
the  continual  celebration  of 
violence  in  the  media,  the 
cult  of  the  body  beautiful, 
the  abolition  of  God,  the 
division  of  society  into 
middle  class  and  under 
class "  Futile  no  doubt  to 
point  out  to  Ivo  Mosley  that 
pop  and  film  idols  existed 
before  and  after  fascism, 
likewise  the  cult  of  the  body 
beautiful,  and  that  attempt 
to  abolish  God  (Mosley 
policy  towards  all  religions 
was  both  neutral  '  and 

respectful)  began  in 

earnest  with  Darwinian 
rationalists  Indeed  many  of 
the  advocates  and 
dispensers  of  the 
tendencies  which  Mr 

Mosley  rightly  abhors,  were 
visceral  anti-fascists  This 


The  reality  is  that  the 
spirit  of  Mosley  and  his 
supporters  was  ranged 
against  these  things. 
They  would  have  been 
regarded  as  degenerate 
and  de-humanising 

products  of  a  capitalist 
and  left-liberal 

ascendancy.  By  policy 
and  rhetoric,  the  call  was 
always  to  nobility,  the  call 
of  community,  and 
service  to  fellow  man.  In 
the  case  of  environmental 
destruction,  two  of  the 
pioneer  environmentalists 
were  both  Mosleyites, 
Henry  Williamson  and 
Jorian  Jenks.  If  Mr  Mosley 
bewails  the  trends  in 
culture  economics  and 
society  over  the  past  fifty 
years,  he  should  place  the 
blame  where  it  lies  In  the 
circumstances  it  is 
surprising  he  omitted  to 
heap  other  contemporary 
ills  on  Mosley  and  his 
movement  such  as 
mugging,  drug  abuse,  Aids 
and  the  melting  of  the  polar 


icecaps 
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Gordon  S  Gee 
1924  -  1997 

A  loyal  and  brave  friend 
who  served  his  family,  his 
movement  and  his  country 
well  During  the  war  he 
fought  in  India  and  Burma 
After  the  war  he  became  a 
Union  Movement  candidate 
and  -took  part  in  marches 
and  meetings  all  over  the 
country  A  member  of 
Manchester  branch  of  U  M 
he  also  acted  as  an 
election  agent  and  became 
well  known  to  supporters  In 
later  years  he  attended 
numerous  social  events 
and  eagerly  awaited  the 
arrival  of  each  issue  of 
Comrade 

D.  L. 


NEITHER  OGRE  NOR  TRAITOR 
CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  7 

Listening  to  Mosley's 
oratory.  I  used  to  close  my 
mind  to  the  rhetoric  and  the 
powerful  delivery  (how  can 
that  ever  be  reproduced  ?) 
and  concentrate  on  what  he 
was  saying 

He  was  such  a  potent  and 
overwhelming  speaker  that 
it  was  easy  to  be  swept  off 

one's  feet,  which  is  the 
wrong  way  to  be  influenced. 
Such  a  contrast  to  when  he 
was  "off  duty"  for,  when 
relaxed,  he  was  easy¬ 
going,  charming  and  often 
funny  (parts  of  his 
autobiography,  My  Life,  are 
hilarious) 

His  second  wife.  Diana,  has 
always  been  the 
personification  of  loyalty  to 
her  husband 

When  she  came  to 
Abbotsholme,  she  spoke 
mainly  about  him  and 
explained  why  he  was  so 
against  war  In  spile  of  so 
much  hostility  and 
unpopularity,  she  has  never 
wavered  In  her  total 
support 

One  of  the  last  times  I  saw 
Mosley  was  in  an  old 
Lancashire  manor  house, 
which  had  been  one  of  the 
family  seats  and  was  then 


Alfred  Millns 
1925  -  1998 

A  long  time  stalwart  of 
Union  Movement  Alf  was 
bom  and  educated  in 
Gorton,  East  Manchester 
He  joined  the  Royal  Navy 
during  the  war  and  served 
heroically  in  the  Far  East 
In  the  post  war  years  he 
became  Manchester  U.M 
Branch  Treasurer  and 
assistant  Branch  Organiser 
A  brave  man  who  always 
led  from  the  front  he 
attended  many  of  the 
Mosley  rallies  and  spoke  at 
the  Free  Trade  Hall 
meeting  in  1961  Mamed 
with  two  children  he 
embraced  the  concept  of 
Europe  A  Nation  and  in 
recent  years  despite  ill 
health  never  lost  touch  with 
his  many  political  friends 
who  will  sorely  miss  him 

D.  L. 


an  hotel  It  was  his  80th 
birthday  and  there  was  a 
party  for  him 

Of  course,  he  made  a 
speech  and  had  lost 
nothing  of  his  old  fire, 
urging  us  to  embrace 
Europe  and  describing 
himself  as  "a  European". 
The  very  last  time  I  saw  him 
was  at  an  hotel  in  Victoria  I 
noticed  that  he  had 
difficulty  in  negotiating  the 
front  steps  and  waived  all 
offers  of  help.  He  seemed 
physically  (but  not  in  the 
least  mentally)  diminished 
It  was  only  afterwards  that  I 
was  told  that  he  had 
developed  Parkinson’s 
Disease 

Have  I  anything  personally 
against  Mosley  ?  Yes.  He 
had  the  most  awful 
handwriting  and.  although  I 
cherish  the  letters  he  wrote 
to  me.  I  can  hardly  decipher 
them 

What  would  he  have  to  say 
about  this  television  series 
?  Knowing  him  he  would 
have  flashed  his  hypnotic 
eyes,  shrugged  his 
shoulders  and  laughed 


Melvyn  Higginbottom 
Y  BSc,  MA. 

1945  -  1998 

A  native  of  Manchester  who 
became  a  teacher  by 
profession,  Melvyn  went  on 
to  become  a  'mature' 
student  at  the  University  of 
Salford  graduating  with  a 
BSc  (joint  honours)  degree 
(Social  Sciences)  He 
subsequently  obtained  an 
MA  in  politics  and 
contemporary  history 
Whilst  never  a  member  of 
Union  Movement  he  was  a 
loyal  supporter  of  many  of 
its  policies  and  was  active 
putting  his  name  to  articles 
and  letters  to  the  press 
together  with  appearing  on 
local  radio  and  television 
current  affairs  programmes 
He  was  an  election  agent  in 
the  1974  General  Election 
and  in  more  recent  years 
had  stood  as  a  candidate  in 
local  government  elections 
A  kind  man  who  loved 
animals  he  was  a  generous 
donor  to  many  animal 
protection  bodies  A 
member  of  the 
Mathematical  Association 
and  the  Victorian  Society, 


he  was  recently  acclaimea 
as  an  histonan  for  his 
authorship  of  Intellectuals 
and  British  Fascism 
(Janus.  £9  99  ISBN  18576 
085X)  A  study  of  Henry 
Williamson  and  his  work  on 
the  multi  volumed 
chronicle  of  ancient 
sunlight  together  with  the 
character  Phillip  Maddison 
Melvyn's  death  has  been 
another  blow  to  Bntish 
patriots  in  the  North  West 
and  will  be  sadly  missed  by 
myself  and  all  good  fnends 
in  the  political,  education 
and  literary  circles  in  which 
he  lived 

Dave  Lawson  Former 
North  West  Organiser, 
Union  Movement 


REVOLUTION  BY  REASON  CONTWiUED 
FROM  PAGES 

between  the  second  world 
war  and  his  death  his 
proposal  for  a  wage-price 
mechanism  (taken  from  his 
book  of  1958  ‘Europe  : 
Faith  and  Plan')  has  been 
included  in  the  present 
work  This  policy,  operating 
together  with  Mosley's 
concept  of  a  world  of 
economic  systems  of 
continental  size  (of  which 
Europe  including  Britain 
would  be  one),  would  solve 
most  of  our  major  policies 
today 

Professor  A  J  P  T aylor  is 
quoted  at  the  beginning  of 


this  book  as  saying  that 
Mosley's  ideas  of  the  1930s 
"offered  a  blueprint  for  most 
of  the  constructive 
advances  in  *  economic 
thinking  to  the  present  day" 
Since  then  the  world  has 
moved  on  a  little,  but 
Mosley  himself  has 
provided  any  updating  his 
ideas  of  the  1930s  needed 
by  his  latest  concept  of  a 
wage-price  mechanism  at 
work  within  a  European 
continental  area  And  that 
should  take  care  of  the  21st 
century  or  thereabouts 


Robert  Row 


William  H  Wood 
1912-1997 


BILL  WOOD  IN  ACTION  PRESS 
UNIFORM  1936 


In  the  economic  necessity 
of  drastic  cut  backs  of  the 
BUF  permanent  staff  in 
April  1937  Bill  Wood  was 
retained  together  with  his 
salary  of  £315  0  (£3.12 
1/2p)  per  week.  He  was 


brougni  up.  over  his  fathers 
grocery  shop  in  a  poor 
district  of  Leeds  and  saw 
first  hand  the  grinding 
poverty  and  general 
injustice  of  the  age 
Showing  a  talent  for 
drawing  he  studied  at  the 
Leeds  School  of  Art  but 
faced  with  the  realities  of 
the  time  was  forced  to  take 
a  number  of  'no  hope'  jobs. 
One  profession  he  did  stick 
with  all  his  life  was  chimney 
sweeping.  In  the  1930s  he 
developed  the  revolutionary 
concept  of  vacum 
sweeping  Always  politically 
aware  and  in  his  words  fed 
up  with  "the  land  of  dope 
and  glory"  he  'bumped  up' 
against  Mosley's  1 932  book 
The  Greater  Britain, 
agreeing  with  its  synthesis 
he  knew  he  had  found  a 
calling  that  would  last  a  life 
time  After  attending 
Speakers  School  he  helped 
organise  and  spoke  at 
meetings  all  over  Yorkshire. 
He  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
'Agony  Wagon'  -  the  loud 
speaker  van  that  gave 
back-up  to  all  the  major 
British  Union  northern 
meetings  He  was  promoted 
to  district  leader  in  1936 
c.nd  qualified  for  an  Action 
Press  uniform,  which  he 
proudly  and  bravely  wore 
constantly,  even  to  church. 
It  was  while  he  was  selling 
Action  in  Briggate,  Leeds 
on  1st  January  1937  he 
was  arrested  for  wearing  a 


by  then  banned  political 
uniform.  He  was  able  to 
prove  to  the  court  that  in 
fact  his  clothes  were  made 
up  of  chain  store 
purchases  He  was  fined 
fourty  shillings  (£2)  "For 
being  of  a  sinister 
apparance  in  a  public 
place"  He  there  upon 


changed  into  white  overalls 

Happily  married  with  four 
daughters,  he  continued  his 
political  campaigning  until 
arrested  under  a  18B 
detention  order  and  spent 
the  next  eighteen  months 
shuffling,  like  so  many 
others,  between  Armley, 
Brixton,  York.  Stafford, 
Walton,  Huyton  and 
eventually  the  Isle  of  Man 
Consultation  of  a  file  in  the 
Public  Record  Office 
reveals  the  interesting  fact 
that  the  Birkett  Tribunal 
was  prepared  to  release 


him  in  September  1940  but 
MI5  who  by  then  had  been 
infilitrated  by  the 
Communist  spy  Anthony 
Blunt  objected  so  Bill  spent 
a  further  fourteen  months 
months  of  imprisonment  at 
the  whim  of  the  political  arm 
of  domestic  government 
Released  in  November 


1941  on  the  understanding 
of  being  prepared  to  join 
the  army  His  medical 
graded  him  as  Grade  4  so 
he  spent  the  remainder  of 
the  war  fire  watching  C;i! 
Woods  was  a  man  who 
fought  for  ideas  and  ideals, 
never  for  personal  gain 
When  asked  in  1990  if  he 
regretted  anything  in  his  life 
he  replied  "My  only  regret 
is  that  I  did  not  do  more 
to  help  prevent  a  second 
world  war"  Rest  in  peace 
old  comrade  Victory  will  be 
yours 


FULL  FACE  AND  PROFILE  SELF  DRAWING  BY  BILL  WOOD  DURING 
HIS  IMPRISONMENT  ON  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN  _ _ 
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IN  A  BANKRUPT  HHTAIN,  its  vcirld  pev^r  and  BipLre  dissipated  in  a  disastrous  World  war  and 
dependent  on  USA  for  survival,  OSWAIi)  MDSLEY  in  1948  Launched  the  concept  of  a  Union  of  the 
European  peoples  in  a  great  economic,  social  and  spiritual  reformation,  he  and  union  Movement 
the  first  public  voices  to  identify  Britain's  future  with  that  of  our  fellow  Europeans.  Though 
a  mainly  economic  European  union  is  new  developing,  "Their  Europe  is  not  our  Europe  any  more  t 
than  their  Britain  is  our  Britain"  writes  Peter  Kennedy!  F^ur  from  invalidating  Mosley's 
European  vision,  the  loaning  catastrophe  of  global  free  trade  with  the  power  of  transnational 
corporations,  makes  the  eoananic  insulation  of  Britain  and  Europe  even  more  urgent. 


its  masthead  as  Prime  Minister  Blair  was  once 
again  doing  President  Clinton's  bidding  in  the 
skies  over  Irak. 

'Euro-sceptics'  were  whistling  a  similar 
tune  at  the  historical  launch  of  the  European 
single  currency  in  January.  With  eleven  EU 
nations  at  the  helm,  Britain  was  in  its 
familiar  European  position;  one  foot  over 
the  break  and  affecting  all  things  to  all  men. 


Late  extra 
EUROPE 
FLOUNDERS 

AS  we  go  to  press  the  en¬ 
tire  European  Cfcmrnlsslrn 
has  retired  following  ti«e 
report  of  Incompetence 
and  corruption,  it  shews 
the  failure  of  the  system 
tJiai  was  set  Up.  It  does 
not  Invalidate  Mosley's 
European  visicn. 

Mas  ley  believed  Htah 
the  legitimacy  of  European 
GovernAit  must  cone  iron 
ali  tl>e  European  people  7~ 
not  from  squalid  deals  by 
petty  politicians. 

Thru  to  page  2 


The  First 


COMRADE?* 


mr  srmn 

WITH  thin  50th  Issue  of 
Comrade  Spanning  13  years 
it  ton  be  sold  that  It  has 
Bclucted  much  6f  Its  main 
purpose  which  ImS  to  put 
the  tecord  htiolght  on 
Mosley's  challenge  to  the 
debilitating  system  of  old 
gang  politics,  and  to  put 
the  record  straight  on  the  ! 
patriotism  and  heroism  ot 
his  Blackshltts,  It  has 
become  respected  tor  Its  1 
integrity  and  accuracy  in 
historical |  academic  and  I 

literary  fcltcles.  It  has 
a lan  brought  sustenance  to 
many  old  Blackshirts  who 
for  hall-a-centnry  had  to 
ehdute  the  lies  that  press 
ond  pnlitlcionn  churned 
outj  most  at  the  end  of 
their  time  and  now  test  In 

rente.  Him  to  page  10 


—  Government— 
reform 

'As  workers  In  the 
hi- tech  Industries  go  the 
•  stoe?  wry  as  miners  and 
Hdmnen,  so  the  Rlatrites 
get  into  bed  -  literally 
in  som?  cases,  it  scran  - 
with  the  nest  prrrneii  tic 
elramts  of  'ankiny  nod 
dndriz'  capital  tsn. 
Siring  the  nrurmy  dmlil 
be  die  first  priority, 
not  tndrlng  tlm 
constitution' 

.Inntei  llcygntc  page  9 


How  stirring  it  would 
be  if  the  result  of  this 
was  British  independence, 
the  freedom  and  capacity 
to  work  out  our  own 
destiny. 

Also  the  proposition  is 
I  fatally  flawed,  and  a 
I  national  economy  that  was 
in  bhtall  to  internation¬ 
al  forces  ahd  conditions 
in  the  relatively  'safe* 
world  of  say  the  1930's, 
faces  incalculably  great- 
I  er  threats  in  the 
dangerous  area  of  the 
Global  Economy. 

I\im  to  page  2 


.  ’  4  - 

@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


HARCH-APRIL 

twmiuagjcxi  90  ricld 
tojtRA  after  1«S  BdlUh 
!>>!!' Irlrmt  1540- 
<2i  lu ber  Br.  Brltlah 
Oitm  41a]  on  r.O.M. 
long  parch  •  March  1945: 
HcoramU  an  Cuslno 
Mararlal,  Italy. 
BST,tJtjiimp:  5th  Btn 
Owai'i  On  Cwnn 
Hl^Uinkn  ilrytomtnwi 
British  Iblau  mja  24: 
killed  In  action  Tunisia 
24  April  1943.  Lies  In 
Nodyer-el-Bab  War  Cnt- 
•tny,hnUU. 

RDCl  WO 
Branch  Brlt- 
lah  Onion: 
brother  of 
lady  H*leyt 
killed  In  ac¬ 
tion  Both 
4  April  1945. 

Llec  In  TSukkyan  War 
Qcpetery,  (Unrm. 
Wcnrw.A/n  Cyril:  Boyal 
Navy:  Ontral  Lend*  Be. 
BrltlSi  'Orion:  rge  21: 
killed  In  action  IKS 
llnttly.  Narvik,  April  10 
1940:  Hsobend  an 

Plymouth  Naval  Manorial 
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if  First  European 

establishment  Europhiles 
are  challenged  -  rightly 
so  -  to  'come  cleanT.  But 
the  anti -European  union¬ 
ists  must  do  the  same. 
Wliat  Is  their  alternative 
to  British  participation 

in  a  single  currency  and 
political  union? 

Far  from  seizing 
Independence,  Outsider 
Britain  will  find  Its 
freedom  of  action  greatly 
limited  by  whatever  Is 
happening  in  'Euroland'. 

The  pound  together  with 
Interests  rates  for  ex¬ 
ample,  will  be  profoundly 
effected.  Euroland  is  for 
less  dependent  on  external 
trade  than  Its  Individual 
states,  free  —  not  unlike 
the  USA  -  to  pursue  its 
policies  in  response  to 
domestic  priorities  rather 
than  external  factors. 


of  Mosley's  economic  boli¬ 
des  has  been  the  betief 
that  global  free  trade  Is 
essentlslly  chaotic,  with 
a  bias  towards  theap  lab¬ 
our  and  low  or  hon-exlst- 
ent  social  costs,  and 
with  the  spectllatot  ds  Its 
chief  beneflcldry,  and  the 
producer  ds  victim. 

Mosley's  dltefnatlve  is 
a  Britain  self-sufficient, 
insulated  from  the  flux  of 
world  free  trade  and  fin¬ 
ancier-driven  pressures. 

Only  then  Can  we  acquire 
the  stable  economic  system 
that  will  bring  redl  econ¬ 
omic  advancement  and  soc¬ 
ial  justicd  for  all  our 
people. 

But  since  Britain  - 
unlike  the  United  States  - 
is  too  limited  to  achieve 
ithis  on  her  own,  it  was 
[necessary  to  extend  our 
area  or  economic  kinship. 

Up  until  the  last  war 


Two  ni v i U is  after  tlie  Conference  of  Venice  Mosley 
!  speaks  at  tlte  National  Party  of  Europe  meeting  at 
I  Trafalgar  Square,  13  Hay  1962 

Those  who  run  the  Ell  are  very  different  conditions 
simply  products  of  the  ex-  nf  n  new  age.  We  must  edd- 
istlng  system.  Old  Gang  ress  the  present  nnd  fut- 
poli  tic  Ians  and  bureau-  ure  with  the  same  combi n- 


Brltaln  by  contrast  will 
remain  highly  dependent  on 
external  trade,  not  only 
with  Euroland,  but  with 
the  low  wnge,  cheap  export 
economies  If  the  Far  East. 
Some  independence! 

This  of  course  Is  exact¬ 
ly  what  a  sizeable  number 
of  anti -Europeans  want,  a 
global  free  for  all  in 
which  hefty  profits  on 
overseas  lnvestmenta  and 
speculation  takes  prece¬ 
dence  over  the  living  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  British 
people.  Economic  self- 
mastery  con  only  be  real¬ 
ised  within  a  viable 
'home'  market  sufficiently 
layge,  homogeneous  and 
msurated,  _ 

In  1948  Oswald  Hoslbf 
launched  the  hodcept  bf 
the  Unlori  of  the  fedropeaH 
peoples  in  d  great  bconom 
ic,  social  had  spiritual 
reformation. 

Mosley  and  Union  Move- 
ment  were  the  first  public 
voices  to  identify  Brit¬ 
ain's  future  with  that  of 
our  fellow  Europeans,  the 
first  to  advocate  this  no 
doubt  startling  proposal 
in  great  pubiib  hampnlgns. 

It  wasn’t  fully  under¬ 
stood  then  i  When  British 
politicians  Were  beguiled 
by  imperial  dreama  and 
sustained  .  by  American 
charity.  Not  la  it  today) 
when  'Europe1  la  Identi¬ 
fied  with  btisy-body  ihter- 
fernnee  from  Brussels* 
nit-picking  directives, 
threats,  real  and  fanci¬ 
ful,  tn  our  national 
' soverel gnt y ' . 

Mosley  and  Union  Move¬ 
ment  advocated  European 
Union  for  two  basic  reas¬ 
ons.  Always  at  the  Cfehtte 


It  could  have  been  achiev¬ 
ed  within  the  British  Em¬ 
pire.  After  1945  Mosley  - 
■alone  among  politicians  - 
saw  that  the  Empire  and 
dll  the  old  calculations 
and  assumptions  that  flow¬ 
ed  from  It,  were  finished. 

Britain  was  bankrupt, 
and  the  ethos  of  the  tri¬ 
umphant  'ideal*  was  anti- 
imperial.  Having  heard 
Churchill  encourage  North 
Africans  to  kick  out  the 
Italian  colonists,  Africa 
south  of  the  Sahara  was 
geared  up  to  do  the  same 
to  the  British.  With  the 
reality  ol  Empire  finished 

-  the  illusion  was  for  too 
long  to  be  another  matter 

—  the  alternative  lay 
across  the  Chsnnel  with 
our  ^fellow  Europeans 

Buj;  tor  Mosley  and  Union 
Movement i  European  Union 
had  Another  Snd  higher 
purpose,  to  carry,  as 
■Mosley  put  It  in  1955, 
"three  thousand  years 
of  the  most  exalted  cult¬ 
ure  the  World  has  seen  to 
yet  ftl/ther  heights  of  the 
human  spirit*. 

These  two  strands,  econ¬ 
omic  and  spiritual,  remain 
jat  the  core  of  'Mosley- 
'ism'.  Neither  of  course  Is 
|in  prospect  in  modern  Bri¬ 
tain  or  the  European 
Union. 

We  live  in  increasingly 
oUlless  capitalist  socie- 
ies  where  'The  Market'  Is 
ovcrelRn,  the  employee 
citizen  Servnnt  of  the 
ecnnomlt  order,  and  all 
■considerations  of  family  i 
trnditlonni  bonds,  eommun- 
>lty,  culture  and  sentiment 
tare  subordinate  nnd  more 
often  than  not,  ruthless] v 
Idlspensed  with. 


crets  who  believe  In  glo¬ 
bal  free  trade  and  polit¬ 
ical  correctness,  and  feel 
entirely  at  home  with  the 
Blairs,  llagues  and  Ash¬ 
downs. 

Their  Europe  is  not  our 
Europe,  nny  more  thnn 
their  Britain  is  our 
Britain. 

Far  from  invalidating 
Mosley's  European  vision, 
the  looming  catastrophe  of 
global  free  trade  together 
'with  the  power  of  trans¬ 
national  corporations, 

makes  the  economic  insu¬ 
lation  of  Britain  nnd 
Europe  ever  more  urgent. 

The  EU  ns  currently  org¬ 
anised  Is  a  globalist  ent¬ 
ity.  But  it  will  not  al¬ 
ways  be  so.  The  lash  of 
external  events  will  pro¬ 
vide  Its  own  rude  correct¬ 
ive.  In  the  meant ime  the 
single  currency  lays  the 
basis  for  longer-term  low¬ 
er  Interest  rates,  a  re¬ 


nt  Ion  of  Idealism,  firm 
purpose,  and  clarity  of 
thinking  that  was  ohe  of 
Oswald  Mosley's  most 
striking  character 1st  its. 

It  was  Mosley  after  ail 
who  said  that  to  live 
without  learning  anything 
during  years  in  which  all 
things  change,  is  simply 
to  be  a  fool.  "Only  cow¬ 
ards  surrender  their  be¬ 
liefs  when  they  are  true} 
only  fools  cling  to  thelt 
beliefs  when  hew  facts 
render  them  no  longer 
true". 

In  the  new  cbntbry  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Europe  will  faefe 
the  final  nltferttdtlVei  to 
snccomb  to  bconomlc  and 
social  collapse  and  Spit- 
ltual  decay,  the  tonstmna- 
tlon  of  the  fereatest  death 
wish  in  history  *  or  build 
movements  that  Will  ennblb 
our  peoples  tb  Ute  1H 
decency,  security  and 
honour . 


|ductlon  In  Instability  nnd 
Icurrency  turmoil,  and  by 
reversing  economic  short- 
termtsm,  points  towards  o 
foundation  for  sustainable 
igrowth  and  Job  creation. 

Those  In  sympathy  and 
lagreement  with  so  many  of 
our  policies  and  Ideals, 
but  who  believe  Britain 
can  go  it  alone  are  pro¬ 
foundly  mistnken  in  their 
economic  reasoning.  Wherp 
Is  the  non-F.uropean  alter¬ 
native?  This  does  not  mean 
that  whatever  was  right  In 
1948  or  1968  should  he  set 

Sn  stone.  I'rescr  1  ptlons 
hot  were  correct  in  a 
Jifferent  period  and  cir¬ 
cumstances  must  always  be 
retested  against  the  often 
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Tlie  current  Ctxnntsslorl 
of  retired  failures  and 
threw -cxjts  frem  national 
governments,  Interfering 
into  everyth Ing  under  the 
|  si  in,  supplied  with  bill¬ 
ions  of  taxpayer's  money 
and  accountable  to  no-one 
Is  an  open  Invitation  to 
wide-spread  corruption. 

Tt  Is  said  tlat  the  two 
'British  Ocmnlss  loner  were 
not  corrupt.  tliey  Just  sat 
there  and  said  and  did 
nothing  except  draw  their 
|  very  lanj->  salaries  i 

EUROPE  ,\  NATION  calls 
for  tlx?  free  vote  for  a 
parliament  of  all  tlie  EUr- 

■Rim  to  page  3 
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They  could  never  forgive  Mosley  because  he  was  always  right 


AT  the  beginriing.af  his  political  career,  Oswald  Hasley  spake  out  against  the  repression  of  the  Black 
and  T&rt*.  in?  Ireland.  He  warned  that  their  Indiscriminate  attacks  cn  ordinary  people  who  had  nothing 
to  do  with,  the- 1. R.  A.  would  alienate  the  Chthollc  population  from  Great  Britain.  And  he  was  right. 

later  he  warned  the  Labour  Government  of  1930,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  that  unless  it  took  de¬ 
cisive  action  to  counter  unenployment  it  would  be  swept  frcm  the  seat  of  power  that  it  disgraced. 
And  that  is  what  happened  one  year  later. 


MOSLEY  AND 
THE  ZINOVIEV 
LETTER 


HIE  recent  tAlfense  of 
Government  fidpets  have 
revenled  that  tfiA  in¬ 
famous  Zlrtoviet  Letter 
Was  an  M 1 5  fraud. 

For  most  of  this 
century  H 1 5  has  been  in¬ 
dulging  In  'Reds  Under 
the  Bed'  scdtfefl  in  ordet 
to  discredit  thd  Labour 
Government  -  bxceRt  In 
the  1930- AOs  when  it 
transferred  its  attent¬ 
ion  to  Mosley's  British 
Union,  sharing  much 
responsibility  for  the 
Incarceration  tof  parti- 
tic  and  loyal  British 
men  and  women  ih  prisons 
and  concentration  camps. 

Tet  Ml  5  itself  has 
produced  more  traitors 
and  defectors  thari  any 
other  instlttation  in 
Britain. 

the  Zinoviev  scare  dur¬ 
ing  the  1924  General  Elec¬ 
tion  had  a  far  greater 
significance  than  the  de¬ 
feat  of  an  Already  doomed 
Labout  Government i  For  one 
Labour  cdndidate  it  had 
life-long  implications. 

At  LadyWood,  Birmingham, 
Seville  Chamberlain,  the 
doyen  of  the  Tory  Party* 
faced  S  thdllenge  from 
Oswald  Moslef*  the  idol  of 
Labour's  radicals.  It  was 
well  known  that  he  advo¬ 
cated  government  take  over 
of  the  banks  and  finance 
houses*  a  policy  that  was 
anathema  to  the  forces  of 
international  finance.  Had 
Hosley  won  Against  the 
national  trend  of  Labour 
defeat,  hlfc  political 
prestige  Uotild  have  risen 
to  paramount  heights.  The 
men  of  cdiitlbn  Who  Surr¬ 
ounded  LdboUt  leaders 
Ramsay  MacDonald  ond  Snow¬ 
don  would  hdvd  found  it 
impossible  after  that  to 
ston  his  progress  in  the 
party, 

On  election  night  Mosley 
took  Chamberlain  to  four 
counts.  First  It  was  20  in 
Chamberlain's  favour,  then 
7  and  and  the  third  Mosley 
in  by  2.  The  final  count 
was  Chamberlain  in  by  27. 

The  Zinoviev  factor  was 


Throughout  the  1930  a  he 
constantly  Warned  that  If 
we  continued  to  allow  low- 
priced  foreign  goods  to  he 
imported  Into  Britain  frcm 
the  cheap  labour  countries 
of  the  world,  then  avast  of 
our  major  Industries  would 
be  destroyed.  And  where 
are  our  gteat  textile, 
shipbuilding  and  steel- 
making  Industries  today? 
They  disappeared  under  the 
barrage  of  cheap  imports 
exactly  as  Mosley  said 
they  would. 

Perhaps  the  greatest 
warning  during  the  1930'a 
was  that  If  we  went  to  war 
with  Germany  it  would  re¬ 
sult  in  Britain  losing  Its 
wealth,  Its  power,  Its 
Flrplre  -  and  making  Russ¬ 
ian  Ctmninlsm  a  powerful 
force  in  the  world.  We 
went  to  war  and  a  decade 
later  all  these  things 
came  About. 

After  that  War  he  warned 
thAt  A  great  recession  was 
cxmlng*  In  a  brilliant 
series  of  bssays*  lie  des¬ 
cribed  t*cw  automation 
would  put  millions  perman- 
I  ently  out  of  work  unless 
Government  ensured  that 
the  greater  productive 
power  was  Used  to  increase 
the  wealth  of  the  hatlrti, 
Rather  titan  reduce  the 
workforce  And  boost  short* 
term  prof  ltd*  Today  alrosb 
10%  of  the  Working  popula¬ 
tion  remains  Unemployed 
follqvlh^  the  recession  of 
•the  early  1990s*  Just  as 
Mosley  had  predicted* 

He  also  warned  that 
,  mixing  together  large 
■  nunbers  of  people  of  diff¬ 
erent  race,  culture* 

Just  sufficient  to  give 
Chamberlain  victory  in  the 
seat  he  had  previously 
held  with  a  majority 
of  3000. 

So  the  CtUcldl  question 
that  Mosley  asked  - 
whether  Britain  should  be 
ruled  by  the  Money  Power 
br  art  elected  government 
Was  never  put  to  the 
people: 

Without  the  Zitiovie* 
Letter  forgery  by  Ml5 
agents i  the  course  of 
Mosley's  barter  and  Brit- 
Aik'a  hlstotf  ixlght  have 
beert  A  fcomoleleiv  differ¬ 
ent  atotfi  Tference  Pilcher 


tradition,  outlook  and 
way  of  life  would  lead  to 
strife  for  men  anri  wonen 
of  all  races  concerned.  He 
Invited  BLirk  people  to 
join  his  Associate  Move¬ 
ment  (a  Black  Section 
within  Union  Movement)  to 
fight  for  a  solution 
In  the  Interest  of  all 
races.  But  Mosley's  Ideas 
for  solving  the  problems 
of  multiracial  ism  were  Ig¬ 
nored  or  misrepresented  by 
the  media  and  in  1901  maj¬ 
or  riots  broke  out  In 
Brlxron,  Toxteth  and  else- 
wlvere.  Who  would  deny  that 
deep  dlsatlsfactlon  with 
tlte  multiracist  society 
that  lias  emerged  contin¬ 
ues  to  smoulder  today? 

Bul  most  of  all, 
he  was  right 
about  Europe 

Long  before  the  advent 
of  the  Ctrnnon  ’  Market, 
Mosley  urged  Europe  to 
unite.  As  far  back  as  1948 
he  created  a  new  political 
Movement  to  pers*.iacte>  the 
British  to  take  t)>e  lead 
In  making  'Europe  a 
Nation'.  This  would  create 
the  most  powerful,  most 
prosperous  and  most  bene¬ 
ficent  state  that  tlie 
world  had  ever  seen.  And 
lie  pointed  out  that  It 
ctxild  all  be  achieved 
without  the  need  for  In¬ 
dividual  peoples  to  lose 
their  Identity  In  the  pro¬ 
cess  -  and  more  than  the 
Scots  had  ceased  to  be 
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opean  people  who  would 
then  select  the  ablest 
among  them  to  be  the 
European.  Government,  It 
would  be  charged  With 
Defence.  Foreign  Policy* 
Scientific  research  end 
overall  economics*  all 
else  left  to  Motional 
Governments  br  Regions 
according  to  local 
wishes* 

The  European  Parliament 
should  be  of  men  and 
women  of  the  highest 
ability  and  honour*  their 


Scott  tsh  or  the  Welsn 
ceased  to  be  Welsh  because 
they  became  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  over  200 
years  ago. 

The  last  32  years  of  his 
life  he  spent  developing 
in  fine  detail  what  form 
United  Europe  should 
take.  It  is  true  tliat 
Mosley's  vision  was  in 
many  ways  different  fran 
wliat  has  been  created 
today.  But  in  that  belief 
that  Britain's  future  lay 
within  the  Union  of  Europe 
he  has  been  proved  right 
by  events  -  he  was  years 
ahead  of  hts  time.  And 
once  more,  all  lesser  men 
who  hated  Hosley  for  his 
brilliance  had  to  admit  to 
themselves  that  Mosley  had 
been  right  all  along.  And 
they  hated  him  all  the 
more  for  It. 

At  the  end  one  of  his 
great  meetings  at  Kens  trig - 


ton  TCvn 

Hall  In 

the 

1960s 

to 

convert 

the 

people 

of 

Britain, 

he 

spoke  of  we  his  followers 
thus: 

'in  years  to  cone, 
wtien  the  story  of  tills 
period  oames  to  be 
wbitbefi*  hliey  will  write 
of  VoU  across  the  pages 
of  history  with  these 
proud  words. '*Tb  Biqiand, 
Tto  Britain,  To  Europe, 
They  were  true"  * 

But  more  than  anyone 
else,  these  words  apply 
to  him. 

I  to  Was  the  first 


CORDON  BECKWELL 


numbers  possibly  reduced 
to  a  more  workman-like 
size.  They  would  continue 
to  monitor  and  question 
the  performance  of  the 
Government  they  had 
selected,  and  be  able  to 
dismiss  any  minister 
who  had  failfed*  They 
should  offer  fcbnstrUctlve 
criticism  and  bring 
forward  new  ideas  tor 
discussion* 

The  Council  of  Minist¬ 
ers  would  offet  advice 
and  Ideas  but  the  power 
would  be  with  the  elected 
Government. 
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*,vSTB^*toE~Bgriious  appears  in  this  world,  you  nay  know  him  bythissLg)7 
that  all  the  durces,  all  the  confederacy  are  apfrinst  him1 


Mosley,  not  Church  ill, 
is  the  Euro-guru 


'  I  JoBn  Laughlartd on  whit  E 

7~Z~  those  Tory  graxuiees  have  in  ~~ 


jprynnivjTirf^ftinifair'ii  |— *r^TVn  — **""*' 1 

Sunday  Telegraph  22  September  1996 


By  John  Christian 


Jemchm  Sift 


"Hoaley,  ilke  them, 
nought  British  'leader- 
bIiI p*  In  Europe"  ran  a 
Sunday  Telegraph  head¬ 
line  In  a  major  feature 
in  1996  contrasting 
Hoslcy's  and  Church¬ 
ill's  views  on  Europe, 
'them'  being  'Tory 
grnndees'  who  in  The 
Independent  had  invoked 
Churchl 1 l 's  I9A6  Zurich 
speech  to  legitimise 
their  support  for  inte¬ 
grating  Britain  witl| 
European  monetary  and 
political  union. 


cAllfed  for  a  'new  beginn¬ 
ing*  i  a  'European  pattiot- 
ism' .  A  feuropean  Socialism 
to  ffetonclie  hociaiisrrt  and 
cApitAilsm,  the  inter- 
natlbnnl  aspects  of  thd 


John  Lauglijami,  "Instead 
of  being  the  laggard  In  a 
plan  to  make  Europe  In  )5 
years,  Britain  should  be 
the  lender  in  making  Eur¬ 
ope  in  as  many  months". 


within  the  borders  of 
innds  made  almost  holy 
hy  its  blood  drenched 
sol] . 

Whatever  can  lie  put  for¬ 
ward  as  Churchill's  attri¬ 
butes,  he  was  basically 
unreliable  and  until 
the  last  war  the  Tory 
party  had  spent  almost 
n  lifetime  fighting  off 
his  dcficcncles,  And  an 
Inte-20th  century  histor¬ 
ians  nte  beginning  in 
effect  to  suggest,  the 
Inst  war  was  won,  dis¬ 
counting  Allied  aid,  not. 
because  of  Churchill's 


Had  the  Sunday  teibgtaph 
bced  converted  tti  Mosley's 
vision  of  a  United  Europe 
and  'outed'  Itself  to  pub¬ 
lish  the  views  of  the  man, 
lhat  prfe-war  'fascist', 
who  for  yedta  had  been  the 
subject  of  d  Complete  med¬ 
ia  boycott,  except  to 
write,  when  it  suited 
their  purpose i  of  the 
brilliant  politician 

who  'never  made  It'. 

Not  at  all)  Their  prom¬ 
inent  feature,  contribut¬ 
ed  by  ' Euto-sceptlc  author 
John  Lsughldnd.  was  In¬ 
tended  to  'rubbish*  those 
Influential  Tories  advo¬ 
cating  some  form  of  Europ¬ 
ean  union,  by  associating 
their  views  with  Mosley, 
the  man  who  Is  anathema  to 
politicians  and  press  be¬ 
cause  events  are  proving 
him  right. 

Nevertheless,  Mr  Laugh- 
land  gave  an  honest 
appraisal  of  Mosley's  view 
on  Europe,  even  if  he 
does  cleverly  and  wronglv 
associate  his  views  with 
wartime  Nazi  ideology, 

lie  rightly  states  that 
it  wns  not  Churchl il  who 
sounded  the  post-war  clar¬ 
ion  call  for  a  future  Bri¬ 
tish  role  in  a  union  of 
Europe.  but  his  'arch 
enemy,  Sir  Oswald  Mosley'. 
Not  grand  enough  to  have  a 
sure  jynsp  of  history  tl*« 
Tories  vnuio  nave  Deen  on 
firmer  ground  to  invoke 
Mosley  who  had  'always 
supported  the  idea*  of 
jollilhg  such  A  bloc  While 
ChUtchlll's  View  was 
"We  Arc  with  Europe  but 
Hot  prttt  of  it".  Mosley, 
"by  corttraAti  Spent  his 
iifd  Urging  Britain  td 
merge  lib  desllnlty  with 
Europe"! 

After  the  war,  wrote 

John  Latighiandi  Mosley  had 


lattbr  ptbducing  Conflict. 
Ub  adtoCAted  an  equivalent 
tot  today 'A  Sociol  Chaptet- 
Ihdilitrlal  self-government 
because  'workers  under¬ 
stand  the  problems  in 
their  own  Industry' 

III  Mosley's  Europe  It 
would  be  illegal  to 
undercut  rivals  by  paying 
lower  Wages,  only  by 
greater  efficiency.  A 
'wage-price  mechanism' 
wollld  stabilise  the  value 
of  goods  in  terms  of 
lAbour .  Currency  would  he 
bbttAf  controlled  by  the 
statA  than  the  market. 
Since  .1930  Mosley  had 
had  tailed  for  Britain  to 
InsUlate  herself  from  the 
chdoA  bf  world  markets,  a 
tall  fechoed  by  current 
Continental  advocates  of 
^Utopean  Union i  as  does 
Mobley's  'Incessant  att¬ 
acks'  in  the  international 
ttAdlhg  system  and  'for- 
bigri  ApettilAtorS  .  Instead 
of  •  iuitilAtferdi  inter- 
natibnat  trade  Mosley 
wanted  'A  Wotld  divided 
lhtfl  Self-sufficient 

blocs'  where  the  economy 
would  be  dlfected  by  the 
bloci 

'National  economies 
doomed  without  union' 


Mosley  believed  that 
tbA  national  economies  of 
Btates  «ithm  E  tit  ope  ore 
doomed  without  union  nnd 
to  consolidate  the  space 
for  Europe  a  Notion  he  had 
advocated  a  tunnel  tinder 
the  English  Channel  long 
before  it  materialised. 

Before  his  death,  Mosley 
hod  long  reproor.hed  Bri¬ 
tain  for  its  'reftisnl  to 
enter  fully  and  completely 
into  European  life'  and 
called  for  British  'lead¬ 
ership  in  Europe'  wrote 


Ills  195B  writing  that 
Britain  should  be  "the 
heart  of  Europe"  was  30- 
odd  years  later  to  'dog' 
Tory  Prime  Minister  John 
Major. 

The  writer  quotes  Mosley 
fiom  The  European  that 
"The  only  thing  which  Is 
certain  la  that  the  Con¬ 
servative  Party  will  never 
st nnd  for  Europe  o  Nation. 
They  will  never  merge  Brl- 
tiah  Government  in  Euro¬ 
pean  Government"  and  nai 1- 
lng  his  colours  to  the 
mast  he  adds  "Let  us 
hope  that .. .Mosley  turns 
out  to  be  right  in  that 
prediction,  at  least" 

,  Never  again  a 
brothers  war  says 
blood  soaked  Europe 

At  this  point  of  Mr 
Lnughlin's  appraisal  let 
us  return  to  his  rejection 
of  the  Tory  'Eurofiles 
example  of  Churchill  ns  a 
'Euro-guru',  a  rejection 
with  which  I  agree  but  add 
the  thought  of  how  on 
earth  those  Tory  grandees 
selected  Qiurchlll  ns  a 
suitable  (figurehead  to  aid 
the  cause  of  a  historical 
British  entry  into  any 
form  of  a  united  Europe, 
for  apart  from  Churchill's 
reservations,  he  had  a 
major  responsi hil Ity  for 
taring  Rurone  In  mins 
during  the  1939  war ,  .Jenv- 
Ing  llte  European  nations 
to  pick  up  the  pieces  and 
reaolve  never  again  would 
the  life-blood  of  their 
peoples  saturate  European 
soil  In  the  holocaust  of 
a  brother's  war,  and 
the  old  enemies  united 
in  determination  to  strive 
to  unite  into  one  nation 
of  peoples  of  the  same 
kind,  of  the  same  culture. 


leadership,  but  because 
of  the  heroism  of  our 
armed  forces,  nnd  despite 
It. 

By  the  mid-1930s  Church¬ 
ill  wns  an  Almost  finish¬ 
ed  politician,  discredited 
by  all  sides  of  the  polit¬ 
ical  Estehl  Ishment.  lie  whs 
also  ir  increasingly  dite 
financial  straights  from 
which  he  wns  saved  from 
probable  banktuptcy  by 
financial  gifts  from  rich 
international  friends.  It 
was  theo  he  sold  his  soul, 
and  began  his  campaign  for 
a  war  with  Germany  and 
allied  himself  with  forces 
who  for  various  reasons 
wanted  Just  that.  Cltiirrh- 
i  1 1  gambled  that  the  one 
way  left  for  him  to  return 
to  political  power  was  war 
with  Germnny  nnd  for  Once 
bis  gamble  pa  I  >1  off  nnd  he 
not  only  got  his  wnr  but 

thousands  died,  nnd  he 
i  revelled  in  it,  ns  he  wns 
of ter  the  vnr  to  admit. 

Churchill  personally  won 
bis  gamble  but  It  wns  not 
so  for  Great  Britain,  los¬ 
ing  the  greatest  Empire 
the  wotld  hnd  seen  because 
of  that  wnr,  losing  Its 
world  power,  and  that  Bri¬ 
tannia  which  once  Ruled 
the  Moves  now  almost  sinks 
beneath  them  in  the  North 
Sea  from  the  increasing 
weight  of  the  Invasion  of 
immigrants  from  not  only 
the  Empire  Churchi tl  lost 
but  iron  ell  parts  of  the 
wot  Id: 

So  when  yotl  'KlitoflleS1 
and  'Euro-ScfepticA  Joltt 
battle  on  Eurbpe  ill  thA 
coming  months  c  whbthst 
Britain  should  be  'In  it) 
sort  of'  or  'out  of  it| 
sort  of' i  1  Mould  AdvihB 
it  Wise  to  leave 
Churchill  out  Of  iti 
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irkliig  up  the  ran  nuts 
of  the  old,  mnfa  can 
only  be  snde  in  A  new 
begirwiing  UrroUgJi  Hmnpe 
a  our  last 

opportunity  says  RKMH 
(KFASYi  crAiitryunii; 
vctruvi  RlnrleAiitt  id 
Second  ttir  political 
|*  J.'Mier  vim  sfciU 
proudly  flies  BritiHi 
(Men's  Circle  end  Flirii 
baixKr  on  Ids  ttnsthend 
IrLgJi  ow  the  Suffolk 
coniti  ysltie  at  Eye  Were 
in  tic  1930&  Ic  wn  the 
first  elected  Blnrkjfdrt 
Cbuclllor 


AS  A  BEACON  FLAME 
across  the  plains  of  a 
waste  civilisation,  the 
banners  are  flying  in 
appraisal  of  a  United 
Europe.  A  suspect  hist- 


'The  future  I  may  face,  now  that  I  have 
proved  the  past '  Browning 

An  Englishman  remembers 

‘To  England, To  Britain,  To  Europe. 
They  were  True' 

IBY  RONALD  CREASY  I 


the  unsuspecting  in  role 
of  placation.  Old  orders 
have  a  habit  of  returning 
redressed  to  regulate  the 
circumstances  of  the  per¬ 
iod.  Old  orders  weaken 
through  corruption,  lack 
of  morals  and  Integrity 
not  unknown  In  current 
history  In  e  slow  degrada¬ 
tion  of  rrobity. 

As  from  the  time  of  the 
Aztecs,  Brent  men  in  lead¬ 
ership  opposed  the  decay 
of  their  civilisation  and, 
as  with  Christ,  forfeited 
their  lives  or  were  con¬ 
demned  by  imprisonment  as 
in  recent  history. 

In  this  context  11  is 
opportune  to  consider  the 
case  of  Sir  Oswald  Mosley. 
Thrown  into  Jail  under  the 
Infamous  wartime  18B  Regu¬ 
lation.  cooked  up  over¬ 
night,  with  hundreds  of 
his  supporters  without 
charge  or  trial  as  the  as; 


This  conception  bi  a 
true  United  Europe  was  de¬ 
clared  by  Hoslkjl  ih  forth¬ 
right  terms  1A  1 937 (  but 
it  did  not  suit  the  Mammon 
Lords  or  fcefldlh  specious 
reasons  resulting  in  the 
1939  War  from  which  Europe 
has  not  yet  recovered,  A 
war  which  annexed  our 
Island  and  the  British 
Empire  to  the  dominance  of 
America  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  Soviet  Russia. 

It  Wnb  Lbniil  IH  8  speech 
In  Med  Sqtidfe  who  Midi 
‘’Who  has  Betiili  has  Ger¬ 
many,  WhO  hud  Germany  has 
Europe.  Who  ti88  Europe  has 
the  World", 

Rather  late  in  the  day 
and  with  Soviet  Russia 
holding  half  Berlin, 
Churchill  8t  the  end  of 
1949  formed  the  European 
Movement .  Mow  Is 
consclente  must  have 
reproached  hlxi.  For  some 


Mosley. 

My  invited  '■  Application 
tor  membership  was  teddily 
accepted  although  I  had 
stated  Oh  the  form  that  I 
would  onll  join  on  the 
understdnding  that  1  re¬ 
mained  100X  loyal  to  Mos¬ 
ley  and  the  Strictures  of 
hi9  'Europe  A  Nation'  pol¬ 
icy  he  fitst  voiced  the 
previous  yean 

The  immediate  rebhlt  Was 
an  'dll  expenses  pnid' 
invitation  to  attend  con¬ 
ferences  and  stay  at  the 
spacious  grounds  of  their 
Establishment  half-way 
between  London  and  Brigh¬ 
ton.  These  were  Interest¬ 
ing  but  not  very  instruct¬ 
ive.  Most  afternoons, 
though  expected  to  attend 
conference,  1  disappeared 
into  the  Library  with 
its  plush  chairs  and 
read  books  that  were 
full  of  revelations  but 
denied  to  the  public. 
Fortunately  I  was  not 
discovered. 

Thus  we  return  from  the 
old  to  the  new.  The  old 
vision  of  Europe  a  Nation 
conceived  by  the  never 
falling  insight  of  the 
greatest  Leader  this 
country  has  known,  and 
eagerly  supported  by  In¬ 
telligent  people  of  all 
classes. 


ory  to  be  incorporated 
in  the  doctrinaire  of 
the  doom  of  the  Dome. 

In  flights  of  fancy 
we  are  informed  by  the 
medio  and  the  glass  framed 
box,  that  the  last  hundred 
years  have  seen  mankind 
conquer  Communism  and  Fas¬ 
cism,  semblance  of  the 
post.  A  nice  conjuring  for 


the  only  wny  as  the  only 
way  they  could  be  sil¬ 
enced.  The  only  way  to 
stop  his  policy  for  a 
strong  Europe  reverberat¬ 
ing  throughout  the  Western 
Hemisphere  In  prosperity 
power  and  a  united 
strength  of  purpose  which 
could  not  have  been  oppos¬ 
ed  by  any  other  country  in 
the  world. 


unknown  tedson  I  was 
asked  kd  jolfii 

1  wrote  him  8  fotthright 
letter  actual ng  him  of 
having  helped  td  destroy 
Europe  MorP  than  aHy  Other 
man  in  England  And  was 
surprised  tlidk  After  bppo- 
blng  hid  hoble  telative  1 
gathered  that  at  this  late 
hour  he  sought  help  from 
those  Who  supported 

I 


4*  Euro-guru 

For  lie  was  nevei  a  Euro- 
gurti.  Events  have  proved 
ho  wits  not  even  a  Britlsli- 
Buru. 

The  warring  politicians 
will  no  doubt  highlight 
Mosley'S  ideas  on  Europe 
if  they  feel  this  would 
discredit  the  opposing 
argument.  pointing  out 
that  European  politicians 
are  frequently  using  Mos¬ 
ley's  phrases  and  Ideas. 

As  if  it  mattered.  Our 
pdliticlans  are  living  in 
d  wotld  of  their  ownj  a 
sort  of  cocoon,  and  they 
are  fighting  to  maintain 
the  power  they  think  they 
control  at  Westminster  on 
Lhe  world  singe.  Hie  New 
Europe  -  and  8s  much  as  we 
find  it  far  from  Mosley's 
Europe i  but  wish  it  well  _ 
will  increasingly  find  the 


antics  of  Britain's  poli- 
t felons  of  little  conse¬ 
quent. 

This  ihcreasitig  refer¬ 
ence  by  our  politicians 
and  the  media  to  that 
'fascist'  Mosley,  dead  for 
nearly  twenty  years  would 
hove  amused  him  and,  like 
those  who  knew  him  well, 
can  see  that  particular 
Mosley  facial  expression 
of  this  sense.  No  doubt 
Jonathan  Swift  has  such  ns 
Mosley  in  mind  with  his: 
"When  a  true  gcnlous  app¬ 
ears  in  the  world,  you 
may  know  him  by  this  sign, 
that  all  the  dunces,  nit 
the  confederacy  nrf 
against  him”. 

Mosley's  place  in  hist- 
ory  Is  assured.  Ills  name 
will  be  revcteinonR  after 
the  political  names  of  the 
2Uth  Century  have  I'oen 
lost  Tri  the  mints  of  the 


past.  He  will  be  remember¬ 
ed  for  being  one  of  the 
greatest  of  EnglinTuac n  who 
in  a  shrinking  world  made 
It  neccessary,  to  extend 
his  patriotism  for  soke  of 
survival  of  the  Eur opcan 
peoples. 


The  new  Britain  in  Eur¬ 
ope  has  picked  up  the  rem¬ 
nants  at  this  belated 
hour.  A  refuge  of  politi¬ 
cal  integration,  single 
currency  and  tax  harmonis¬ 
ation.  It  will  recover  it¬ 
self  from  being  little 
more  than  a  jumping  off 
ground  for  America  in  fac¬ 
ility  of  power  over  small¬ 
er  nations  for  its  owii 
gain,  a  measure  deployed* 
against  the  core  of  the 
Western  world  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  British  Emp¬ 
ire.  Britain  in  European 
Union  will  also  ease 
or  rescue  Itself  from 
the  American  stranglehold 
which  has  already  destroy¬ 
ed  our  economy  in  which 
both  Agriculture  Bnd 
Industry  are  suffering. 

Amends  can  only  be  made 
in  a  new  beginning  through 
Europe  a  Nation.  It  is  our 
last  opportunity,  even 
though  it  la  our  consider¬ 
able  misfortune  that 
Mosley  was  unheeded  with 
nn  Extension  of  Patriotism 
of  our  island  race,  in 
leading  Britain  into  a 
really  United  Europe. 

Wnatever  the  outcome 
The  nir  will  reverber¬ 
ate  with  the  spirit  of 
Europe  a  Notion. 


COMRADE 
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'WE  MET  write  F1WTF,'  said 
Oswald  ftelcy  on  the  day  the 
seccnd  Mir  ended.  Barupam 
Ihfan  soon  proved  itself  a 
popular  idea  on  the  Bjropenn 
minimi  since  it  mde  another 
World  Vfer  extremely  txilikely. 
Mxsley  fully  siiired  in  this: 
he  detested  World  Vbrs,  having 
spent  iris  youth  fighting  in 
the  air  and  in  the  trenches  in 
the  first  cne  and  suffering 
iaqrismasd  in  1%-  Churchill's 
prison  without  charge  or 
trial  in  the  seotnd. 

Mosley  also  saw  a  fully  uni¬ 
ted  Europe  as  the  great  econom¬ 
ic  replacement  of  the  fanner 
British  Bigiire.  This  was  clear¬ 
ly  doomed  to  extinction  by 
Churchill's  rod  conduct  of  the 
var,  especially  then  the  Bn- 
pire's  leading  enemies  (taoeve- 
velt  and  Stalin  ganged  up  to¬ 
gether  at  Casablanca  and  other 
vartiro  conferences.  So  it  was 
on  the  new  concept  Flxrope  a  Nat¬ 
ion  that  Hosley  tea  to  base  many 
of  his  pre-war  policies,  adapted 
to  meet  the  new  facts  of  the 
post -Mir  world  after  the  upheav¬ 
al  of  war. 

In  Britain  however,  most  Tory 
and  labour  politicians  deliber¬ 
ately  set  out  to  wreck  the  great 
concept  or  render  it  sterile. 
Their  attitude  to  Europe  was  set 
in  concrete  after  six  years  of 
world  war  and  its  destrurtive 
propaganda.  It  was  a  certainty 
that  Gerrany  would  be  Included 
In  a  future  Europe  a  Nation  arid, 
much  as  with  the  first  World  Wur 
of  1914/18  Gerrony  was  saddled 
with  the  nain  guilt  for  the  war 
of  1939/45. 

Thus  while  claiming  to  nbhor 
'rartsn'  aroused  by  their  deli%- 
ing  Britain  with  coloured  hmti- 
grants,  our  politicians  blatait- 
ly  Indulged  themselves  with  a 
virulent  type  of  anti-Gernon 
'racian'  mast  of  the  time. 

Fort  irately,  most  Europeans 
did  not  share  this  right-wing 
hmtug  so  deeply  gitrenched  in 
the  Conservative  party.  The  work 
of  building  'Europe  a  Nation' 
vent  steadily  aimed.  In  the  ear¬ 
ly  days  both  Labour  and  Tories 
feli  for  seme  classic  self- 
deception.  If  they,  the  triuifh- 
ant  victors  of  the  Second  World 
Vfer,  decided  in  their  wisdos 
that  the  Btropean  idea  was 
little  more  than  a  flash-in-the- 
pnn.  was  not  going  to  set  the 
Thanes  on  fire  and  was  merely  a 
passing  alarm,  why  worry  about 
it. 

A  rosy  dreem  was  meanwhile 
attracting  the  party  leaders  - 
Britain  would  become  a  leading 
exporting  nation  as  in  the  old 


50  YEARS  OF  WASTED 
OPPORTUNITIES 


days,  and  when  Britain's.colon- 
ies  become  independent  they  were 
irhered  into  the  new  f angled 
Ccmronvealth  to  receive  nuch 
financial  aid  fron  Britain. 
Scmethingc  would  be  rescued  fron 
the  wreckage  of  Enpire  after 
all,  and  then  the  prospect  of  a 
world-wide  array  of  British  ex¬ 
port  rorkets  dazzled  the 
politicians. 

Tories  such  as  Harold  Mnonill- 
an  (famous  or  infamous  as 
'Supermc')  were  deeply  struck 
by  the  scheme,  outshining  all 
talk  of  Europe.  Bitt  other  fact¬ 
ors  intervened,  uifortwrately 
at  this  jireture  for  the  plans 
of  mice  and  men. 

The  fact  was  that  catmunisn 
was  the  spreading  across  Asia. 
In  1949  China  fell  to  Chairman 
Ebo.  In  1950  the  Korean  wur  be¬ 
gan,  another  dendno  tottered. 
Others  looked  sloky  in  Southern 
Asia,  and  the  United  States 
which  had  assured  the  defence  of 
democracy  East  of  Suez,  took 
steps  to  stop  all  Asia  going 
'Red'. 

.  So  Japan  was  lined  up,  the 
military  arsenal  of  the  Asian 
democracies  and  the  Western 
powers.  A  peace  treaty  was 
quickly  signed  between  the  USA 
and  Japan  at  San  Francisco,  very 
generous  to  the  latter.  It  was 
at  this  time  that  Tokyo  mode  a 
formal  apology  for  its  appalling 
treatment  of  Western  FCV's  in 
the  Second  World  War,  but  that 
had  beccme  ancient  history  in 
Ubshington.  Vhat  rottered  there 
now  *os  to  'stop  the  Connies' . 
Tokyo  got  away  with  an  extremely 
vague  apology  nad  derisive 
conpensation. 

When  Britidw  PCV's  recently 
protected  over  the  lack  of 
official  interest  in  their  war¬ 
time  sufferings,  Tbkyo  replied 
that  the  book  was  closed.  It 
certainly  was. 

'The  day  when  i 
Prime  Minister 
Blair  would 
perform  as 
Washington's  pet 
dog  had  not 
yet  dawned' 

History  was  marching  on  and 
the  American  Super-power  did  not 
heel  rare  to  rub  in  that  the  Bri¬ 
tish  Enpire  was  finished.  To  re¬ 
assure  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
that  they  need  not  fear  a  re¬ 


surgent  Japan,  Vtehington  gixir- 
anteed  thedr  defence  in  the  fhc- 
ific.  Britain  was  crudely  told 
to  keep  quiet  and  stay  out.  The 
day  wiien  Prime  Minister  Blair 
would  perform  as  Vfeehington's 
pet  dog  had  not  yet  dawned.  The 
new  power  structure  led  to  one 
sure  thing,  of  course.  Fron  the 
Korean  Vhr  of  1950  Japan's 
industrial  ccmeback  was  assured. 
Indeed  full  co-operation  by 
Australia  and  New  Zealand  In 
this  latest  rising  of  the  Japan¬ 
ese  sun  was  one  of  its  min 
features.  hhat  else  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  when  homing  Japanese  in 
distry  placed  large  regular  ord¬ 
ers  for  the  connodities  of  the 
two  tamnions? 

'There  is  an 
economic  force  at 
work  that  cannot 
be  stopped  by 
national  borders’ 

Far  fron  'esurgent  Japan 
threatening  Australia  or  New 
Zealand  it  was  far  away  Britain 
which  bore  the  bruit .  For  ran- 
pint  Japanese  exporting  methods 
sent  shock  waves  through  all 
those  new  CcmrorNeelth  narkets 
(in  Asia  and  Africa  alike)  capt¬ 
uring  than  hands  down  and  reduc¬ 
ing  to  utter  ruin  in  about  three 
years  all  Tory  hopes  of  a  world¬ 
wide  array  of  secure  British  ex¬ 
port  markets. 

Fortirately,  the  whole  fat¬ 
uous  dream  was  at  its  worst 
when  Ted  Heath  formed  his  Gov- 
erorent.  Itesperate  Tbries  long 
hostile  or  lukewarm  towards 
Europe  turned  beseeching  eyes 
towards  the  On  xn  Market  they 
liad  regularly  scoffed.  Driven 
out  of  'their'  Cazmnwefllth  Mar¬ 
kets  to  Japanese  shock  tarries 
ttey  had  little  option  but  to 
turn  to  Europe.  And  as  we  knew. 
Heath  negotiated  entry  to  the 
Cannon  Market  in  a  relatively 
short  time,  helped  by  a  friendly 
Frerrh  Prime  Minister,  Pcnpidou. 

But  the  'odd-non  out'  is  still 
the  game  played  in  Europe  by 
British  politicians.  It  is  now 
beaming  a  dangerous  game.  One 
of  Oswald  Misley's  most  far¬ 
sighted  warnings  was  his  pre¬ 
diction  of  'a  crisis  of  the 
whole  System'  in  his  autobiog¬ 
raphy  My  Life  in  1968.  That  is 
what  we  have  new,  a  crisis 
of  one  third  of  the  World's  ec¬ 
onomy,  not  including  Britain  and 
the  rest  of  Europe,  or  LEA,  so 


far. 

So  tar  -  but  there  is  an  econ- 
amc  force  at  work  likely  to 
change  nutters  that  cannot  be 
stopped  by  national  borders. 
This  is  deflation  the  opposite 
to  inflation  but  even  more  de¬ 
structive.  It  was  responsible 
for  the  World  si  unp  of  the  193Cb 
and  many  billions  of  unemployed. 

The  present  crisis  which  be^n 
in  Asia  18  months  ago,  led  to 
deflation  by  way  of  collapsing 
currencies,  and  now  many 
axntries  there  have  hige  stocks 
of  goods  they  cannot  sell 
a  breed,  nor  at  heme  because  in¬ 
flation  has  destroyed  consuning 
power.  Sooner  or  later  there 
will  be  ferocious  ccnqietition 
to  sell  these  enormous  stocks. 
All  thse  countries  are  deep  in 
debt  ard  the  money  lenders  wdll 
demand  their  money.  Prices  wdll 
be  slashed  and  so  wall  wages. 
Tlie  greatest  assault  on  Western 
wages  since  the  var  will  begin. 
Typically,  this  is  just  the  tine 
when  a  labour  Goverraent  full  of 
best  intentions  blinders  again. 
Nxt  April  the  ttmiram  Wage  leg¬ 
islation  canes  into  farce.  Bri¬ 
tish  goods  produced  at  wages  of 
0.60  per  hour  wdll  have  to 
compete  against  sweatshop  labour 
all  over  the  Third  World  paying 
a  few  pence  an  hour,  that  is  to 
be  done? 

Oswald  Mosley  never  advocated 
windy  iniversal  randies,  lb 
railed  instead  for  the  collate 
ixiion  of  Europe  a  Nation  and  the 
effective  division  of  the  world 
into  several  continental  systens 
arctrading  blocks  of  the  sane 
size. 

As  he  said  at  the  time,  let 
each  Bloc  rode  up  of  the  ■ann 
kind  of  people  have  basic  re- 
quirenents  to  create  good  living 


conditions  without  any  interfer¬ 
ence  fron  other  Blocs. 

But  if  Ikitain  contintre  to 


fallow  OrfAvmfl  prwUHHaqs  full 
of  tic  old  doffos,  the  Britain 
wdll  becane  a  perannent  failure, 
and  the  odd  man  out  who  news' 


■  COMMEMORATIVE 
’  ‘ZIPPO’ LIGHTERS 
.  Wc  have  obtained  a  second 

•  consignment  of  Ihc  BUF  GOth 

•  anniversary  lighters,  and  to 

•  mark  this  50th  issue  or  COM- 
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THE  EUROPEAN  DECLARATION  OF  VENICE  1962 


UKUQI  the  centuries  diverse  ftmopenns  talked  and  droned  of 
uritix^  Europe  as  one.  It  wna  not  achieved  due  to  jealousies 
by  rcligeous  sdtisn  and  dynastic  rivalries.  It  started  many 
vers  creating  much  suffering.  Sent  tried  to  utited  Birope  by 
force  of  conquest  and  all  attemJts  failed.  The  Inlocaust  of 
the  first  World  Wir  led  in  turn  to  the  final  tragedy  of  the 


most  of  Birope  in  ruins  at  the 
Tliis  ultiflBte  near  suicide  of 
the  the  European  led  wise  men 
see  that  the  once  great  Europv- 
povers  nwst  never  go  to  wi 
with  each  other  again  and  their 
thoughts  turned  boards  that 
old  dreen  of  uniting  Europe  and 
foremost  of  these  was  Oswald 
ftasley.  Althcn^h  his  1931s 
thoughts  were  based  on  a  self- 
contained  Britain  with  her  Bri¬ 
tish  Bipire  as  the  solution  to 
our  British  problems  he  vas  by 
1936  advocating  European  unity 
and  in  1968,  with  Britain 
shorn  of  nuch  of  her  power  by 
that  disastrous  var,  and  her 
engiire  fading  svay,  he  declared 
for  Europe  a  Nation  at  a 
meeting  in  London. 

Ihe  future  vas  to  see  him 
travel  ling  throughtout  nort- 
cmninist  Europe  debating  with 
many  his  ideas  for  European 
unity,  making  canton  cause  with 
many  vho  had  opposed  the 
fascist  and  national  socialist 
concent  that  swept  through 
Europe  between  the  wars. 

His  efforts  led  to  a  confer- 
aite  in  Vienna  in  1962  fran 
which  was  published  the  Declar¬ 
ation  of  Venice,  a  10-point 
polioy  to  create  Europe  a 
Nation. 


end  of  the  1939-45  war. 

By  Michael  Quill 

Republished  here  are  the 
first  eight  points  of  tint 
Daclaranion  showing  hcv  Europe 
could  have  been  developed  for 
the  btnefit  of  all  the  European 
peoples  instead  of  the 
f mi) ling,  corrupt  Kathies  we 
have  today.  (Ftaints  9  and  10 
have  been  emitted  as  they 
dealt  with  the  developient  of 
Africa  for  the  benefit  of  Euro¬ 
peans  and  Africans,  then  under 
the  control  of  Europeans.  That 
chance  has  been  tirrown  avay.J 

The  current  state  of  European 
tnity  has  little  likeness  to 
Masley's  Europe.  Europe  is 
nn  by  a  Comrission  that  is  a 
collection  of  political  fail¬ 
ures,  not  elected  or  respons¬ 
ible  to  anyone  and  treble  to  be 
ratoved  individually  intil 
tiveir  term  of  office  expires. 
The  new  Euro  currency  is  to  be 
controlled  by  inelected  direct¬ 
ors  responsible  only  to  the 
banks  that  appointed  than.  It 
is  no  wonder  that  the  people  do 
not  count  in  today's  Europe. 

The  ffcsley  wry  ves  right  in 
the  1930b,  vbs  ri^it  in  1962 
and  would  still  be  largely 
right  today. 


THE  POLITICAL  PARTY  LEADERS  THAT  SIGNED  THE 
_ DECLARATION  OF  VENICE  1962 _ 


Photographed  at  a  subsequent  conference,  are 
LtoR:  Jean  Thiriart  of  Belgium's  M.A.C.  and 
JEUNE-  EUROPE;  A.  Ton  Thadden  of  German's 
DEUTSCHES  REICHl’ARTEI;  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  of 
UNION  MOVEMENT ;  .a  delegate  not  a  signatory  of 
the  Declaration,  and  Giovanni  Lanfree  of 
Italy's  M.S.I. 


WE  being  Bjropxsxi  ccxscuxe  of  the  tradition  which  dbdves  fran 
classic  Greece  and  fame,  and  of  a  driliiacion  Until  during  three 
thxeand  years  has  given  thought,  beauty,  science  and  leadership 
to  mridnri,  and  feeling  for  each  other  the  close  relacirxrinp  of 
a  great  family.  whose  qiarrels  in  the  past  have  proved  the  hero- 
iaa  of  our  ppryilre  but  tins  divisioa  in  the  ftxure  would  threat¬ 
en  the  life  of  our  continent  with  the  sate  desenriicn  which  ex¬ 
tinguished  the  game  of  Hellas  and  led  to  the  triimph  of  alien 
values,  now  declare  with  pride  our  European  arm  mm  of  blood 
and  spirit  in  the  fallowing  urgent  and  n<v  riral  proposals  of  our 
new  gam  alien  which  dnilengps  present  policies  of  divisim, 
delay  and  subsemare  to  the  destructive  anfrriali.si  of  exterml 
powers  before  wdurh  the  splendour  of  our  histnry,  the  pow^  of 
our  econcDy,  the  nobility  of  our  tradirims  and  the  lnspnranrE 
of  cur  ideals  met  never  be  surrendered. 

1.  That  Bar  ape  a  Nation  shall  forthwith  be  a  fact.  This  nsns 
that  Europe  shall  have  a  comon  goverment  for  the  purposes  of 
foreign  policy,  defence,  econanic  policy,  finance  and  scientific 
development.  It  does  IDT  mean  the  Americanisation  by  a  earpiece 
mixtures  of  the  European  peoples,  which  is  neither  desirable  or 
possible. 

2.  That  European  gems  mu  it  shall  be  elected  by  free  vote  of  tier 
whole  people  of  Europe  every  four  years  at  elections  which  all 
parties  may  enter.  This  vote  shall  be  expressed  in  tin  election  of 
a  parliamait  which  will  have  power  to  select  the  goverment  and  at 
any  time  to  dismiss  it  by  vote  of  censure  carried  by  a  two-thirds 
majority.  Subject  to  this  power  of  disnissal.  goverment  slnll 
have  full  authority  to  act  during  Its  period  of  office  in  order  to 
neet  the  fast  rawing  everts  of  the  new  age  of  science  and  to  carry 
out  the  will  of  the  people  as  expressed  by  their  rajority  vote. 

3.  The  national  parliaients  in  each  nenier  coin  try  of  Europe 
a  Nation  shall  love  full  power  over  all  social  and  cultural  prob- 
lata,  subject  only  to  the  overriding  power  of  European  Goverment 
in  finance  and  its  other  defiles  spheres.  In  particular  the  duty 
of  econanic  leadership. 

A.  That  the  economic  leadership  pf  goverment  shall  be  exercised 
by  neons  of  the  wage-price  mechanist,  first  to  secure  similar  con¬ 
ditions  of  fair  competition  in  similar  industries  by  payment  of 
the  saie  wages,  salaries,  pensions  and  fair  profits  as  sderre 
insreases  the  means  of  production  far  an  assured  market,  thus 
securing  continual  equUibiun  hetveen  production  and  consul ption. 
eliminating  slump  and  unemployment  and  progress!  vel  raising  the 
standard  of  life.  Capital  and  credit  shall  be  node  available  to 
the  under-developed  regions  of  Eurojx?  from  the  surplus  at  present 
expatriated  fran  our  continent. 

5.  Tie  intervention  by  govenitent  at  tliree  key  points  of  wages, 
prices  viere  monopoly  condition  prevail,  and  the  long  purchase  of 
agriculture  and  other  primary  products  alone  is  necessary  to  cre¬ 
ate  the  third  syslan  of  a  producers  state  in  conditions  of  o  free 
society  which  will  be  superior  both  to  rule  by  finance  under 
American  capitalism  and  to  the  rule  by  bureaucracy  under  comurist 
tyramy.  It  is  at  all  times  our  duty  in  the  solidarity  of  the 
European  camixilty  to  assist  each  other  to  ccrabat  the  destruction 
of  European  life  raid  values  from  without  and  fran  within  by  the 
overt  and  covert  attack  of  cannxtisn. 

6.  That  industries  already  nationalised  will  be  better  conducted 
by  workers'  ownership  or  syndicalisn  than  by  state  bureaucracy, but 
the  system  of  the  wage-price  oechanisn  will,  in  full  development, 
sake  irrelevant  the  qiastlon  of  the  ownership  of  industry  by  naans 
of  the  decisive  econanic  leadership  of. elected  goverment,  and 
will  bring  such  prosperity  that  workers  will  have  no  interest  in 
controversies  wgich  belong  to  the  nineteenth  century. 

7.  With  tie  creation  of  Europe  a  Nation  as  a  third  power  strong 
enough  to  onintain  peace,  a  primary  object  of  tie  Biropen 
goverment  will  be  to  secure  tie  inrodiate  and  simultaneous  witlt- 
drawal  of  both  Russian  and  American  forces  from  tie  occupied 
territories  and  nflitarr  tnses  of  Europe.  Burope  must  be  as 
strongly  anted  os  America  or  Rwssia  until  mhnl  disarmament  can 
be  secured  by  the  initiative  of  an  European  leaderdiip  which  will 
have  no  reason  to  fear  econanic  problem;  rxrmi  by  dismimnsit,  as 
has  capitalist  America,  nor  to  desire  the  farce  of  arms  far 
purposes  of  imperialist  aggression  as  does  canonist  Russia. 

8.  The  mergence  of  Europe  as  a  third  great  power  will  bring  to 
nn  end  the  political  and  military  power  of  UNO,  because  tlese 
three  grait  pxwers  will  then  be  able  to  deal  directly  and  effect¬ 
ively  with  each  other.  The  peace  of  tie  world  can  best  be 
nHintatncd  by  direct  and  continuous  contact  between  these  three 
great  poets  which  represent  reality  instead  of  illusion  and 
hypocricy.  Tie  production  of  nuclear  weapons  will  bn  confined  to 
these  three  great  powers  until  eutual  disarmament  can  be  secured. 


CCMRADE 


The  Government  and  General  Pinochet  by  tv 

One-time  Soviet’s  Cold  War  aoita 


of  sow  labour  HP’s  over  sly, vengeful  chair-bound 


BY  MICHAEL  QUILL 


le-aaed.  middle-  class 


THE  snarling  behaviour 
of  soae  Labour  HP's  over 
Che  General  Pinochet  case 
reveals  the  extent  of  how 
Marxists  still  dominate 
the  Labour  Party. 

'New  Labour'?  They  know 
of  course  that  the  econom¬ 
ics  of  Marx  had  failed 
wherever  they  have  been 
tried  so  at  least  we  can 
suspect  they  really  have 
dished  that  ideology,  an 
added  spur  their  appreci¬ 
ation  of  the  benefits  of 
the  financially  comfort¬ 
able  in  a  Capitalist 
society.  The  posh 
restaurants, 
the  swank  night  clubs, 
the  expensive  holidays 
especially  when  staying 
in  someone's  villa  free 
of  charge  if  you  are  a 
top  of  the  tree  Labour 
politician,  and  for  re¬ 
laxation  from  the  stress 
of  these  activities  how 
necessary  and  pleasing 
to  return  to  a  luxury 
house,  well  worth  the 
market  priced  half-a¬ 
mi  1  lion  or  so. 

In  their  new  'life 
of  Riley'  their  pleas¬ 
ure  became  abounding 
when  they  heard  chat 
former  Chilean  President 
General  Pinochet,  regard¬ 
ed  by  many  as  a  good 
friend  Britain  for  his 
help  in  the  Falkland  War, 
had  sought  permission  to 
come  to  Britain  for  an 
operation,  rushing  back 
came  their  student  anti- 
capitalist  days  when  they 
gave  support  to  the  Soviet 
Communist  thrust  to  turn 
Chile  into  a  satellite, 
aimed  at  the  defensive 
strategy  of  America  and 
Europe.  Still  smarting 
from  that  defeat  by 
Ceneral  Pinochet, and  now 
with  the  power  given  them 
by  the  British  electorate, 
how  satisfying  co  conspire 
with  tneir  pals  in  Amnesty 


WARRIORS  OF 
WESTMINSTER 


New  Labour  -  What’s  New? 


to  line-up  a  'red'  magis¬ 
trate  in  Spain  to  apply 
for  the  General's  extra¬ 
dition  to  Spain  to  :ace  a 
dubious  'trial'. 

The  warrant  sent  by  the 
Spanish  magistrate  was 
incorrectly  made  out  so 
friendly  British  foreign 
Office  told  them  how  to 
correct  it.  Foreign  Sec¬ 
retary  Robin  Cook  said  it 
was  dealt  with  by  a  junior 
officer  in  the  F.O.  He 
wasn't  even  told. 

Poor  Robin.  All  his 
attendance  in  the  1970s 
of  anti-Pinochet  student 
demos  and  with  the  chance 
of  putting  the  boot  in  and 
he  wasn't  even  told  I  Bup 
perhaps  unjustly  accuse, 
for  he  let  it  be  known 
that  he  was  'an  ethical 
Foreign  Secretary '» 

I  believe  the  Government 
thought  that  the  General 
would  not  be  sent  to 
Spain.  After  discharging 
their  hate  of  the  General 
came  realisation  of  the 
damage  they  had  done  to 
British/Chile  relations 
and  to  the  worldwide 
respect  of  British  moral¬ 
ity  and  the  rule  of  law 
built  up  through  genera¬ 
tions  and  Inspired  by 
better  men  than  they. 

The  Judges  would  save 
them.  Unfortunately  two  of 
the  Law  Lords  were  fugi¬ 


tives  from  the  wicked 
'Apartheid*  regime  in 
South  Africa,  their  idea 
of  justice  perhaps  not  in 
keeping  with  British 
tradition. 

There  is  no  such  thing 
as  international  law. 

Their  are  international 
conventions  that  countries 
agree  to  Incorporate  into 
their  own  law.  In  Britain 
it  has  always  been  recog¬ 
nised  that  retrospective 
law  did  not  serve  the 
cause  of  justice. 

There  has  however  been 
one  exception  in  recent 
years  in  Britain  which 
many  believe  to  have 
been  a  rejection  of  the 
integrity  of  of  our 
past. 

Prime  Minister  Thatcher 
was  persuaded  by  an 
influential  minority,  other 
Finchley  constituents 
and  American  political 
oressure  to  change  this 
law  to  enable  millions  or 
taxpayers  money  to  be 
spent  chasing  a  very  few 
old  Latvians  to  charge 
them  with  'War  Crimes' 
against  unnamed  Jews  in 
Russia  over  50  years  ago. 
Needless  to  say,  such  a 
charge  would 

normally  be  thrown  out  of 
a  routine  Court  at  its 
inception.  This  'Thatcher 
law'  has  returned  no  doubt 
to  haunt  her  as  it  has 


Deen  quoted  by  'Amnesty' 
lawyers  to  justxry  tne 
application  of  retrospect¬ 
ive  law  against  General 
Pinochet  who  Lady 
Thatcher  claims  is  a 
good  man  and  her  friend. 

But  to  return  to  'New 
Labour'.  Practically  all 
the  present  crop  of 
Labour  leaders  were  out 
in  Communist  organised 
demos  in  the  1960s  and 
70s  before  they  began  to 
rise  in  the  Labour  ranks. 
They  were  against  fighting 
in  Vietnam  but  now  cuddle 
up  to  the  USA  as  tight  as 
they  can.  They  were 
against  the  Cruise  miss¬ 
iles  when  they  were 
pointed  at  Communist 
Russia  but  now  support, 
with  apparent  pleasure, 
when  the  USA  rains  down 
these  same  advanced 
missiles  on  Irak.  The 
Soviet  was  then  strong 
and  bad  K«»r  own  missiles 
to  hit  back. 

To  be  charitable  one 
would  wish  that  these 
one-time  supporters  of 
the  communist  ideology 
of  control  by  terror 
had  matured  and  found 
truth. 

Their  spite  and 
vindictiveness  to  the 
ageing  General  / 
suggests  that  these  one¬ 
time  so-called  radicals 
who  hove  risen  to 
political  power  without  in 
many  cases  experiencing 
the  real  world,  have  no 
further  depth  beyond  t  heir 
cosmetic  role  on  the  label 
of  the  'New  Labour' 
designer  product 
applicable  more  to  the 
High  Street  supermarket 
than  the  commanding 
heights  of  our  nation 
state  now  held  by  these 
warriors  of  Westminster, 
one-  time  supporters  of 
'Cold  War'  '■nmmunism. 


Late  extra 


MORE  DOUBLE  STANDARDS 
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Chilean  student  da  vs  left- 
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lady  send  him  hone 
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1  Princess  Tony  mimics  the  leadership 
principle  with  his  pansified  parody  on  TV 
of  a  popular  president,  while  manipulating 
the  mass  media,  and  controlling  his  own 
'political  correct 1  freaks  behind  the 
scenes  writes  writes  JAMES  11EYGAJE  on 

Government  reform 

THERE  is  "a  strong  argument  for  having  people  from 
politics,  medicine,  the  arts,  the  military  and  the 
church,  who  do  not  toe  a  party  line,  in  an  upper 
house. . . " 

Andrew  Lloyd  Webber.  Daily  Express,  10  February  1999 
"Lord  Sains bury  was  one  of  a  handful  of  multi-million¬ 
aire  business  leaders  who  supported  Mr  Blair  after  he 
became  labour  leader  in  1994. . . " 

Nicholas  Watt,  Guardian,  16  February.  1999 


MOSLEY  was  never  bound  by 
“right”  or  “left".  He  advanced 
beyond  these  divisive  labels  with 
original  policies  in  accord  with 
eternal  values.  He  trusted  the 
majority  of  the  British  elec¬ 
torate,  fairly  supplied  with  full 
facts,  always  to  choose  good 
rather  than  evil,  and  that  in  gov¬ 
ernment  the  “will  of  the  people 
should  orevail”. 

This  was  well  exemplified  by  his1 
proposals  for  the  House  of  Lords 
outlined  in  Tomorrow  We  Live 
(1938)  which  contrast  sharply  with 
the  dogs  dinner  dished  up  six 
decades  later.. 

Mosley  pointed  out  that  the 
hereditary  peerage  once  repre¬ 
sented  the  predominant  economic 
interest,  which  was  agricultural, 
and  that  nowadays  legislation 
needed  expertise  drawn  from  the 
nation  as  a  whole. 

There  must  therefore  be  a  second 
I  chamber  comprising  representa¬ 
tives  from  every-industrial  Trade 
Union  and  trade  association,  all 
religious  denominations  and  the 
armed  services,  plus  men  and 
women  distinguished  by  their  con¬ 
spicuous  service  in  every  walk  of 
life. 

“From  such  an  assembly  if  per¬ 
sonal  experience  and  ability”  he 
wrote,  “Government  can  draw  re¬ 
serves  u.  pacity  for  advice  and 
instructive  suggestion  in  all  the 
/multifarious  variety  of  modem 
problems.” 

Ho’honours”  bribery.  No  cham¬ 
ber  packed  with  puppets  and  place¬ 
men.  No  cunning  step  towards 
disintegrating  a  united  kingdom 
into  a  collection  of  multi-racial  re¬ 
publics  run  by  cronies  and  ca¬ 
reerists 

Instead  the  British  Union  idea 
was  like  having  a  hundred  fast- 
track  top-quality  royal  commis¬ 
sions  in  continual  session  to  assist 
a  small  cabinet  steer  the  British 
people  at  home  and  overseas  away 
from  slump, war  and  cultural  decay 
towards  even  greater  .  world 


Committed  to 
global  capitalism: 
Tony  Blair 


achievement. 

Always  committed  to  the  “search 
for  truth”  above  the  electioneering 
games, Mosley  would  no  doubt 
have  invited  participation,  from 
among  uic  utignicst  brains  of  the 
tune,  even  gumc  wnu  uad  disagreed 
with  him  in  the  days  of  struggle: 
people  like  Lord  Hew  art,  Maynard 
Keynes  and  Bertrand  Russell. 
Rather  than  the  outworn  privileges 
of  social  class,  he  aimed  at  a  true 
“aristocracy"  of  talent  and  patrio¬ 
tism,”  government  bv  the  best”  'w. 
Both  Mosley  and  Blair  have  been 
accused  of  seeking  to  remove  “the 
revising  chamber”  to  enable  a  per¬ 
sonal  “elective  dictatorship  “  The 
difference  is  that  one  sought  a  pop¬ 
ular  instrument  of  action  to  liberate 
the  country  from  international  fi¬ 
nance,  whereas  the  other  is  openly 
committed  to  global  capitalism  and 
funded  rather  less  openly,  by  some 
of  its  sharper  local  exemplars. 
Princess  Tony  mimics  the  leader¬ 
ship  principlc-with  his  pansified 
parody  on  TV  of  a  populist  presi¬ 
dent,  while  manipulating  the  mass 
media,  and  controlling  his  own 
“politically  correct”  freaks,  behind 
the  scenes.  His  vacuous  stage- 
riictoric  about  “new”  Labour  and  a 
“third”  way  only  serves  to  conceal 
,  the  latest  tricks  of  a  very  old  tTadc 
well-known  to  Mosley’s  comrades. 
Mosley  was  not  only  the  greatest 
public  speaker  of  die  20th  Century 
Britain  but  also  its  most  far¬ 
sighted  and  constructive  states¬ 
man.  For  lum  to  be  written  out 
even  of  major  works  of  reference 
while  a  creature  like  Blair,  with  no 


positive  achievements  whatever  to 
his  name,  is  already  ‘planning  his 
“second  term”,  is  another  measure 
of  the  decadence  into  which  an 
antiquated  parliamentary  system, 
with  its  “trust  fund  “  corruption 
and  Middle  East  bomb-lobby, 
have  reduced  litis  once  great  impe¬ 
rial  nation. 

As  workers  even  in  hi-tcch  indus¬ 
tries  go  the  same  wny_as  miners 
and  fishermen  so  the  Blairilies  oet 
into  bed  -  literally  in  some  cases,  it 
seems  -  with  the  most  parasitic 
elements  of  “sodomy  and  showbiz” 
capitalism.  Saving  the  economy 
should  be  the  first  priority,  not 
trashing  the  constitution. 

The  real  problem  today 
is  not  the  fate  of  the 
old  Lords  and  their  hap¬ 
less  descendants,  but 
what  to  do  about  the 
'new  unhappy  lords'  with 
'bright  dead  alien  eyes' 
who  'look  at  our  labour 
and  laughter  as  a  tired 
man  looks  at  flies’. 


It  may  be  we  shall  rise 
last  ss  Frenchmen 
rose  the  first j 
Our  wrath  come  after 
Russia's  wrath  and 
our  wrath  be  the 
worst. 

It  may  be  are  meant  to 
mark  with  our  riot 
and  our  rest 
God's  scorn  for  all 
men  governing.  It 
may  be  beer  is  best. 
But  we  are  the  people 
of  ENGLAND:  and  we 
have  not  spoken  yet. 
Smile  at  us,  pay  us, 
pass  us*  But  do  not 
quite  forget. 


MY  LIFE 

BY 

OSWALD  MOSLEY 

CCMFU1SIVE  reading  for 
fclose  who  wish  to  knew 
and  understand  the  poli¬ 
tical  realities  that 
pave  shaped  the  20th 
century. 

It  charts  tlie  events 
front  before  World  Vfctr  1 
to  20  years  after  the 
end  of  Wbrld  War  2,  an 
era  that  saw  the  de¬ 
struction  of  all  our 
British  people  had  built 
up  over  centuries,  and 
ft  shews  how  things 
could  have  been  differ¬ 
ent.  Most  Important  ,'it 
gives  nodi  In  philosophy 
and  economics  that  Is 
Btlll  relevant  today. 

From  your  bookseller 
or  direct  frem  F.O.M. 
Hardback  E15.00 
Paperback  £5.00 
Post  Free 


IN  MEMORIAM 

ROT  STONEllAM,  88.  who  has 
died  in  the  West  country 
was  an  early  active  Black¬ 
shirt  in  Streatham  Branch 
until  lie  moved  to  the 
provinces  to  start  a  busi¬ 
ness.  He  served  during  the 
war  In  the  RAF  and  on  re¬ 
lease  spent  the  future 
rebuilding  his  life  and 
business  taking  no  further 
part  in  politics.  Until  3 
years  before  his  death 
when  a  reunion  with  old 
comrades  was  effected  in 
unusual  circumstances. 

The  editor  and  a  coll¬ 
eague  were  visiting  a  Lon¬ 
don  hotel  when  they  were 
approached  by  a  member  of 
the  staff  who  had  learned 
of  our  connections.  His 
father-in-law  an  old 
Blackshirt  and  still  a 
'Mosley  man'  wished  to 
obtain  a  copy  of  OMs  My 

Life  and  would  be  over¬ 
joyed  if  It  could  auto¬ 
graphed  by  Lady  Mosley. 
We,  and  Lady  Mosley  could 
not  refuse  this  request 
from  such  a  loyal  old  com¬ 
rade,  and  it  was  achieved, 
and  remained  in  touch. 

'Once  a  Blackshirt....’ 
some  times  'Once  a  Mosley 
Man... 'is  well  known  and 
understood  by  those  who 
experienced  that  exhiler- 
ating  time.  To  those  who 
did  not,  which  includes 
academics,  historians  and 
particularly  the  media 
hacks  increasingly  seeking 
the  dwindling  band  of  old 
Blackshirts  to  analyse 
their  early  motivation... 

Think  on  it 

— - -  I 

PATRICIA  FLOWERDEW,  nee 
Hoggarth,  and  CHARLES 
YOUNGMAN  who  have  died 
were  members  of  Ronald 
Creasy's  Suffolk  Branch  of 
British  Union.  He  writes: 
Both  never  faltered  in  the 
cause.  They  both  gave 
freely  whatever  the  oppo¬ 
sition,  giving  their  time 
when  asked,  day  or  night. 

Mrs  Flowerdew's  family 
included  a  sister  and  two 
brothers  who  were  Suffolk 
British  Union  members. 

Her  brother  George 
Hoggarth  was  Creasy's  Dis¬ 
trict  Treasurer,  a  Stand¬ 
ard  Bearer  at  the  Earls 
Court  Peace  Meeting  in 
July  1939,  and  was  detain¬ 
ed  without  charge  or 
trial  under  the  18B  Regu¬ 
lations  during  the  war. 

MORE  OBITUARIES 
on  pages  11  and  12 
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WHAT’S 
IN  A  NAME 

BV 

JAMES  BRYCE 

VAINGLORIOUS  politicians 
are  by  no  means  a  new 
phenomenon,  few  today  can 
pquql  (he  one  time  deputy 
leader  of  the  Labour 
Party,  Herbert  Morrison. 

Appointed  Minister  of 
Transport  in  McDonald's 
1929  Government  this  vin¬ 
dictive  man  actively  opp¬ 
osed  Mosley's  call  when 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
Isncaster,  to  help  the  un¬ 
employed  by  initiating  a 
massive  road  building  pro¬ 
gramme  that  would  have 
taken  at  least  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  a  million  men  off 
the  dole.  By  siding  with 
other  government  sloths 
such  as  Thomas  and  Snowdon 
together  with  the  unrepre- 
sentive  trnde  union  block 
voting  system  Mosley  was 
defeated  and  the  workless 
figures  continued  to  rise. 

When  the  electorate, 
turned  to  Stanley  Baldwin 
a  year  later,  Morrison  wa;- 
swept  out  of  office.  He 
then  turned  his  attention 
to  the  London  County  Coun¬ 
cil  becoming  its  leader. 

During  this  period  he 
also  reigned  as  M.P.  for 
South  Hackney  but  in  1938 
he  announced  his  vacation 
of  the  once  safe  Labour 
seat  to  stand  at  Cast 
Lewisham  at  the  next  elec¬ 
tion  due  in  1940  if  war 
had  notr.-  prevailed  but 
was  dulyw  elected  in  the 
1945  post-war  Election. 

Fled  iron  East  London 

The  significance  of  his 
remarkable  retreat  from 
South  Hackney  was  that  a 
year  before  Mosley's 
Blackshirt  candidates  had 
received  significant  supp¬ 
ort  in  the  adjoining 
areas  of  East  London 
and  his  visits  to  East 
Hackney  had  revealed  a 
growing  unpopularity. 

So  chis  marketed  'man  of 
the  people'  with  the  trade 
mark  quiff,  this  'Cockney 
Sparrow',  this  one-time 
shop  assistant  and  tele¬ 
phone  operator  had  turned 
tail  and  fled. 

This  did  not,  come  the 
1939  war  disadvantage  his 
political  advancement, 
even  if  he  was  soon  dis¬ 
posed  as  Minister  of 
Supply  in  favour  of  Lord 
Beaverbrook  in  Churchill's 


WP 
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HBfflEKT  ftKXlSCW,  lafpr  lord 
tfarrison  of  Laifceth.  A  'ctw 
chie'  in  Ubrld  War  1  he  *es, 
as  Hone  Secretary  Mrsley's 
jailor  in  World  tiir  2,  with¬ 
out  a  chary,  without  trial. 

New  better  know  as  fttrs 
Mrndelscn's  grandad. 


National  Government. 

This  did  not  however 
signify  Morrison’s  demise 
for  Churchill,  under 
pressure  from  the  Labour 
Party's  agreement  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  wartime  app- 
him  in  1940  Home  Secret¬ 
ary  and  using  the  weasel 
words  'Fifth  Column' 
continued  the  policy  of 
locking  up  without  charge 
or  trial,  hundreds  of  loy¬ 
al  British  subjects  who 
had  been  his  political 
opponents  under  the  catch 
all  overnight  Emergency 
18B  Regulation. 

Newly  released  files  at 
the  Public  Record  Office 
confirm  the  vindictiveness 
of  this  little  man  which 
had  been  suspected  for  a 
long  time.  Using  the  dic¬ 
tatorial  granted  him  when 
passing  the  Act  by  an 
unsuspecting  House  of 
Commons  he  held  uncharged 
detainees  in  prison  and 
concentration  camp  for 
months  and  years  after* 
independent  tribunals  had 
recoosnended  release. 

By  the  Second  World  War 
the  wheel  for  Morrison  had 
turned  full  circle.  He  was 
not  in  favour  of  the  first 
war  and  of  military  age 
had  registered  as  a 
'conchie'.  Not  for  him 
however  the  at  least  hon¬ 
ourable  cell  in  Wormwood 
Scrubbs.  He  instead  opted 
for  n  job  of  national  im¬ 
portance  in  a  Kent  orch¬ 
ard  and  while  wiling  away 
that  war  pruning  the  apple 
trees  many  of  the  men  he 
kept  incarcerated  in  the 
second  holocaust  -  one 
third  of  them  bemedaled 
ex-servicemen  of  thnt 


Ainr  the  Vhndsworth  Rood,  die  wonders  if  Peter  tfenffebm  has 
been  know  to  'pop'  In  for  a  pint. 


war  -  were  shredding  their 
blood  for  Britain's  sake 
in  the  horrors  of 
Flanders  fields. 

Even  war 'lord  Churchill, 
who  loathed  Morrison,  in 
private  betrayed  his  re¬ 
pugnance  in  the  light  of 
extensive  wartime  investi¬ 
gation  and  interrogation 
of  detainees  allowed  no 
defence,  and  despite  pro¬ 
longed  efforts  by  those 
vested  interests  with  a 
Mosley  hate  axe  to  grind, 
no  proof  that  British 
Union  members  were  ever 
disloyal  to  their  country 
has  been  forthcoming. 
Indeed  to  the  contrary. 
The  names  of  British 
Union  members  who  paid 
the  supreme  sacrifice 
even  if  in  disagreement 
with  their  country's  war, 
enshrined  in  the  British 
Union  Roll  of  Honour,  is 
symbolic  of  this  truth. 

Loathed  by  Bevin  and  ,i 
Churchill  j 

With  Labour's  landslide 
victory  in  1945  Morrison 
harboured  thoughts  of  one 
day  leading  the  party.  He 
never  did,  one  of  those 
who  obstructed  his  design 
being  former  TUC  boss, 
wartime  Minister  of  Labour 
and  post-war  Foreign  Sec¬ 
retary  Ernest  Bevin  who 
like  Churchill  loathed 
Morrison.  He  did  however 
'crown'  his  career  by 
succeeding  Bevin  as  For¬ 
eign  Secretary,  presiding 
over  the  Foreign  Office 
during  the  defection  to 
the  Soviet  Union  of  commu¬ 
nist  spies  Burgess  and 
Maclean. 

Mosley  summed  him  up  de- 
vastingly  in  his  bio¬ 
graphy:  'He  was  totally 
unfitted  by  natural  nptl- 
Fude  or  experience  for 
national  administration, 
lie  wa3  a  narrow,  ridged , 
vain  little  beaurocrat, 
devoid  of  vision  and  in¬ 
capable  of  movement  beyond 


his  official  stool' 

Today  his  name  rings  no 
bells.  No  aroused  pass¬ 
ions.  No  television  series 
charts  his  life.  Morrison 
WHO. 

It  is  only  in  connection 
with  his  grandson  Peter 
Mandelson,  his  recent 
forced  departure  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  team  and  his  ill- 
fated  Dome  that  can  trigg¬ 
er  the  memory  of  his 
grandfather  being  in 
charge  of  the  1951  South 
Bunk  Exhibition. 

At  least  some  consola¬ 
tions  came  his  way. 
Created  a  Life  Peer  in 
1959  he  was  was  later,  in 
1962  invited  to  pull  the 
first  pint  in  the  LORD 
MORRISON  OF  LAMBETH  public 
house  in  Wandsworth  Road, 
Lambeth. 

It  did  not  long  outlive 
him.  It  is  now  THE  RED 
STILETTO.  Surely  a  case  of 
history  putting  in  the 
boot. 

It  did  not  long  outlive 
him.  It  is  now  THE  RED 
STILETTO. 

Surely  a  case  of  hlst- 
tory  putting  in  the  boot. 


II 


It  has  kept  alive  the 
Mosley  message  and  there 
la  still  much  to  do.  Those 
very  fev  of  the  old  guard 
who  now  remain  and  are 
able  to  do  so,  will, 
with  the  help  of  younger 
dedicated  comrades,  con¬ 
tinue  to  reveal  the  truth 
oo  the  history  of  Mosley's 
men  and  women.  There  is 
still  much  to  do  to  pro¬ 
ject  that  example  of  the 
quality  and  sacrifice  of 
those,  come  what  may, 
who  fought  the  good  fight 
for  Britain  and  Mosley,  to 
be  an  Inspiration  to  those 
new  generations  who  in 
remaissance  strive  to 
build  I  nobler  society. 

-We  thank  our  readers 
Whose  generosity  has  en¬ 
sured  that  Comrade  goes 
ion. 


March/April  1999 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

DUE  to  the  intemdttant  publication  of 
COMRADE  in  the  last  2  years,  the  obituaries 
of  same  old  comrades  who  died  have  not  been 
published,  but  not  forgotten.  We  new 
remember  them  for  their  courage  and  I, 


devotion  to  Mosley's  cause. 


CYRIL  PLASKETT 

CYRIL  PLASKETT.  who  has 
died  at  87,  was  one  of 
four  founder  members  in 
Bow  of  East  London's 
first  British  Union 
branch  in  Bow  1933.  It 
was  to  become  the  Move¬ 
ment's  largest  branch. 
From  that  day  forward 
Cyril's  life  became  tot¬ 
ally  dedicated  to  first, 
British  Union  and  to 
Mosley  until  his  dying 
day. 

Being  adjacent  to  Step¬ 
ney,  an  area  unfriendly 
to  those  working  class 
East  Londers  who  believed 
in  Britain  for  the  Brit¬ 
ish,  this  first  East  Lon¬ 
don  Branch  soon  came 
under  sustained  physical 
attack  on  its  members 
and  on  its  street  meet¬ 
ings  from  organised  Red 
gangs.  Hut  not  for  long 
for  tlie  Blackshirts,  de¬ 
termined  not  to  be  driven 
off  the  streets  fought 
back,  and  the  locals, 
seeing  the  predominately 
looking  exponents  of 
attempted  mob  law  flocked 
in  droves  to  the  Black¬ 
shirts  banner  and  drove 
the  majority  of  the  Red 
mobs  back  to  whence  they 
came,  the  extent  of  their 
courage  being  middle-of- 
the-night  attempts  to 
fire  British  Union  branch 
offices. 

Soon,  founder  member 
and  District  Leader  Mick 
Clarke,  also  to  become 
Cyril's  life-long  friend, 
opened  new  premises  for 
the  expanding  branch,  now 
N/E  Bethnal  Green,  in 
Green  Street,  to  become 
a  part  of  British  Union 
lore.  At  the  end  of  the 
war  it  received  a  symbol¬ 
ism  in  Whot  Hope -for 
Green  Street,  a  pessimis¬ 
tic  work  of  fiction  on 
pre-war  East  End  life  by 
Olive  Hawks,  a  pre-war 
British  Union  Women's 
leader. 

With  the  new  premisses 
obtained  from  a  friendly 
shop  owner,  150  members 
immediately  enrolled  say 
Cyril  In  a  taped  record¬ 
ing  before  his  death.  It 
had  a  hall  holding  200  at 
the  back  and  later  this 
was  not  large  enough  for 
the  over-flowing  Annual 
General  Meetings.  Three 
street  meetins  at  nearby 
Victoria  Park  Square 
were  held  weekly  at 
which  main  speaker  Mick 


Clarke  never  addressed 
crowds  less  than  the 
police  estimate  of  3,000. 
This  •  constant  activity 
led  to  Mosley's  first 
meetings  in  East  tx>ndon 
when  in  1936  he  addressed 
crowds  of  100,000,  with¬ 
out  loud  speakers,  in 
Finsbury  and  Victoria 
Parks. 

In  1935  was  promoted 
District  Inspector  and 
Cyril  District  Leader  in 
his  place  to  be  followed 
In  1937  by  Cyril's  prom¬ 
otion  to  District  Inspec¬ 
tor  when  Mick  was  promot¬ 
ed  to  staff  of  National 
Headquarters.  It  was  dur¬ 
ing  this  period  that 
under  Cyril 's  ^leadership 
Blackshirt  candidates 
achieved  23X  of  the  vote 
in  their  first  electoral 
attempt,  the  London 
County  Council  Elections, 
a  considerable  achieve¬ 
ment  considering  only  the 
older  'householders'  were 
permitted  tWe  vote. 

For  5  years  Cyril 
Plaskett  led  his  members 
with  superb  courage,  a 
mark  of  this  ability  be¬ 
ing  that  with  the  depart¬ 
ure  of  charasmatic  Mick 
Clarke  activity  and  supp¬ 
ort  for  Mosley  in  Bethnal 
Green  did  not  diminish 
but  increased.  He  also 
touna  time  tor  he  and 
his  members  to  give  supp¬ 
ort  to  other  districts  on 
special  occasions  and 
formed  the  Bethnal  Green 
Drum  Corps. 

Memories  within  his 
recorded  memoirs  are  to 
numerous  to  fully  mention 
but  that  he  was  once  dep- 
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FRF.P  CHARLES  MBE 
F.Inst.E 

WITH  the  death  abroad  or 
FRED  CHARLES.  81,  Friends 
of  O.M.  has  lost  its  last 
known  survivor  of  Oswald 
Mosley's  early  New  Party 
which  he  had  joined  when 
he  was  16. 

At  the  birth  of  the  BUF 
he  joined  its  Limehouse 
Branch  and  became  assist¬ 
ant  ward  leader  in  this 
well  organised  District, 
he  and  his  team  selling 
the  weekly  Action  door-to 
-door.  He  was  a  very  act¬ 
ive  member  and  was  pres¬ 
ent  at  all  the  large  maj¬ 
or  London  meetings. 

in  1937  British  Union 
announced  its  first  100 
Prospective  Candidates 
for  the  (without  the  war) 
1940  General  Election, 
and  as  Mosley  had  not 
announced  his  own  Candi¬ 
dature,  and  as  Limehouse  * 
was  still  vacant  it  was 
strongly  rumoured  that  he 
would  stand  for  this 
fastest  growing  branch. 

After  achieving  16X  of 
the  vote  in  the  1937 
London  County  Council 
Elections  at  its  first 
electoral  attempt,  the 
standing  Ml’  in  this  once 
safe  labour  seat,  Clement 
Attlee,  Leader  of  the 
Labour  Party  got  himself 
nominated  for  West  Walth¬ 
amstow,  winning  the  seat 
in  the  1945  post-war 
election,  "and  becoming 
Prime  Minister.  Fred 
Cliarles  hod  received 
prior  notice  of  Attlee's 
seeking  another  nomina¬ 
tion  from  a  local  Labour 
Party  Councillor,  later 
to  join  British  Union, 

- - - 1 - 


HARRY  WHITBREAD 

SUDDENLY  on  Boxing  Day 
last  at  his  home  in  Suss¬ 
ex,  HARRY  WHITBREAD,  83, 
died. 

In  the  1930s  Whitbread 
lived  in  that  area  of 
Brixton  which  might  be 
identified  by  an  editor¬ 
ial  decision  not  to  do 
so,  because  of  the  legal 
implications  involved  in 
true  and  honest  reporting 
In  late  20th  Century 
Britain. 

He  had  taken  his  time 
to  join  British  Union. 
For  about  2  years,  he  has 
said,  he  had  listened  to 
the  speakers  at  the  local 
street  meeting  pitches, 
Rushcroft  Road  and  Brock- 
well  Park  and  in  1937 
took  the  plunge  and 
joined,  "and  by  1938"  he 
said  in  his  'memoirs', "I 
was  a  very  active  mem¬ 
ber  indeed,  and  at  times 
I  was  not  involved  loc¬ 
ally  and  heard  of  BU 
Hg-p  to  page  12 

-  -  : 

chat  Attlee  had  told 
the  local  Labour  Party 
he  would  do  so  if  "they 
could  not  reduce  the  loc¬ 
al  British  Union  activity 
and  get  him  more  help". 

Come  the  war  his  house 
was  searched  and  he  was 
agrresively  questioned  by 
the  police  but  not  de¬ 
tained  and  he  later 
served  with  the  Royal 
Ulster  Rifles  for  two 
years  until  his  medical 
discharge. 

After  the  war  he  opened 
a  restaurant  in  Walton-on 
-Thames  and  arranged  pub¬ 
lic  meetings  there,  in¬ 
cluding  one  at  which 
Mosley  spoke.  He  also 
joined  Kingston  Branch  of 
Union  Movement.  _ _ _ 

In  1956  he  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  a  Bri¬ 
tish  Dominion  and  worked 
for  a  Government  authori¬ 
ty  for  which  he  was  deco¬ 
rated  for  his  technical 
services. 

He  kept  in  touch  with 
old  Limehouse  comrades, 
in  Britain  and  overseas 
and  heard  of  the  birth  of 
F0M  and  made  contact  with 
'Once  with  Mosley,  ever 
with  him' ,  a  sentiment  he 
yearly  endorsed  on  the 
night  of  the  Commemora¬ 
tion  Dinner. 

From  across  the  seaa] 
from  across  the  years,1 
with  a  glass  held  high, 
"The  leader". 

So  Jxing  old  comrade.^ 


CEMRADE 
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11  \  CyQjPlaskctt 

utised  witt^^anoUier  to 
collect  a  large  donation 
for  the  Movement  from 
Lady  Houston.  He  was 
nearby  Mosley  i  and  heard 
Commisloner  of  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Police  Sir  Philip 
Game  ask  Mosley  for  the 
march  to  be  called  off  at 
the  so-called  'battle  of 
Cable  Street'.  He  was  by 
the  van  when  Mosley  was 
knocked  unconscious  by  a 
brick  at  Liverpool.  What 
is  of  factual  and  histor¬ 
ical  interest  is  the 
occasion  when  Cyril  with 
200  stewards  went  to  a 
large  meeting  in  'Red' 
Wales.  A  hell  of  a 
battle?  Not  at  all  said 
Cyril.  ’No  trouble  -  We 
got  the  audience  to  sing 
land  of  our  Fathers'! 

A  former  railway  worker 


he  had  trained  as  a 
metallurgist  and  was  arr¬ 
ested  at  his  workplace  in 
1940  and  taken  to  Brixton 
Prison  where  he  was 
put  through  empty  bath  to 
comply  with  rules,  the 
next  day  meeting  and 
shaking  hands  with  0M  and 
others.  He  next  spent 
over  2  years  In  jails  and 
concentration  camps  with¬ 
out  charge  or  trial.  On 
release  he  took  up  again 
his  trade  and  Special 
Branch  intervened  to  try 
and  get  him  sacked.  But 
his  foreman  stood  by  him. 
and  Cyril  carried  on 
with  firm  for  many  years. 

After  the  war  Cyril  did 
not  again  become  active 
in  political  work  but 
supported  the  poxicy  of 
Union  Movement.  He  was  a 
regular  reader  of  Comrade 


and  attended  all  FOM 
functions  with  his  wife 
of  57  years  Peggy  who  has 
our  very  deep  sympathy. 
Those  present  at  our 
functions  will  recall  the 
effort  required  to  assist 
the  physically  failing 
Cvnl  to  be  present. 

On  his  death  she  said 
she  will  remember  how 
Cyril  is  remembered  "For 
his  love  of  Mosley,  the 
Movement  and  all  things 
honest  and  true".  All 
that  has  been  said  in 
this  obituary  cannot  im¬ 
prove  j^n  that. 

But  would  add  a  final 
word  from  his  brother- 
in-law  George  Rensltaw,  a 
life  long  Bethnal  Green 
Mosley  supporter  who  pays 
tribute  to  Cyril,  Mick 
Clarke.  THckv  Bullivant 


and  Cyril's  cousin  Bill 
Harper,  together  at  the 
start  and  became  friends. 
"Cyril  was  always  a 
Mosley  Man  right  up  until 
he  died.  He  has  now 
joined  his  other  comrades 
who  put  Britain  first  and 
believed  in  a  just  cause. 
That  we  were  right  and 
history  will  prove  us  so. 
God  Bless  them  All" 


11  f  Hai^^Whitbread^ 

marches  and  the  like 
in  other  London  areas  I 
was  there".  As  the  war- 
clouds  gathered  he  was  a 
Standard  Bearer  at  Mos¬ 
ley's  giant  Peace  Meeting 
at  Earls  Court  in  July 
1939. 

Outside  politics  he  had 
become  a  member  of  an  Air 
Raid  Precautions  team  and 
returning  from  a  duty  in 
1940  he  hear  of  the 
gathering  storm  of  deten¬ 
tion  of  BU  members  and  he 
immediately  went  to 
Branch  headquarters  and  ; 
destroyed  all  the  member¬ 
ship  records  for  which 
many  would  have  been 
eternally  grateful  (ex¬ 
cept  we  in  FOM  research¬ 
ing  BU  history  for 
posterity! ) 

Just  in  time  he  thought 
as  shortly  after  he  was 
detained  in  Brixton  Pris¬ 
on,  and  ten  days  later 
transferred  to  Walton 
Gaol  |  of  which  hd  feaihed 
his  first  experience  of 
what  his  future  prison 
incarceration  might 

entail. 

Alone  in  his  small 
dingy  cell  the  silence 
was  broken  by  voices  and 
he  tried  to  mount  to 
his  cell  small  window  to 
find  out  who  and  what  was 
going  on.  He  was  'caught' 
by  a  warder  and  although 
he  had  not  been  charged 
with  breaking  any  laws, 
and  was  not  even  on  re¬ 
mand,  he  was  then  charged 
with  'Creating  a  Disturb¬ 
ance'  Bnd  sentenced  to  7 


days  bread  and  water,. 

He  was  then  transferred 
to  Ascot  then  Huyton 
where  he  was  closeted 
with  a  small  BU  group 
including  one  George 
Arnold  news  came  of  an 
impending  move  to  the 
Isle  of  Man,  all  except 
Whitbread  who  was  to  go 
to  Durham  Prison  which 
he  did  not  appreciate.  It 
so  happened  that  for  dom¬ 
estic  reasons  Durham 
would  suit  Arnold,  so 
they  changed  indentities 
and  Whitbread _got_his  IOM 
and  "ArholiT  his  Durham.  As 
Was  bound  to  happen, 
Afnold  '  being  an  older 
man,  three  weeks  later 
Durham  discovered  the 
'switch*  and  for  Harry 
another  charge  and  14 
days  in  the  cells  of  10M 
prison. 

But  before  then  whilst 
at  Huyton  Concentration 
Camp,  Whitbread  had  risk¬ 
ed  future  authorities 
harrassment .  With  Lime- 
house  member  Desmond 
Ambrose  he  had  built  the 
ladder  to  mount  the 
barbed  wire  fence  to  en¬ 
able  Limehouse's  Arthur 
'Wakey'  Mason  make  the 
first  of  his  two  escapes 
from  jconcentration  camps. 
^Comrade  13  'My  First 
Escape) 

When  released  from  de¬ 
tention  late  in  the  war, 
although  not  participat¬ 
ing  in  BU  activity,  which 
was  illegal,  he  actively 
remained  in  contact  with 
old  comrades.  With  OM's 
launch  of  the  Mosley  Book 
Club?  after  the  war  he 


joined  tne  South  London 
Book  Club  and  in  1948 
with  the  birth  of  Union 
Movement  became  Brixton 
Organiser.  Later  he 
married  and  worked  abroad 
for  a  time,  not  returning 
to  active  politics  but 
retaining  a  political 
interest  and  contact  with 
his  old  comrades  who  had 
crossed  his  path  in  his 
exciting  younger  years. 

John  Christian  writes: 
My  friend  and  comrade 
Harry  Whitbread  is  the 
last  of  a  long  line  of 
young  Blackshirts  whom  I 
knew  personally  in  those 
unforgettable  British 
Union  days  and  was  typi¬ 
cal  of  those  young  men 
who  inspired  by  Mosley 
were  full  of  hope  for 
what  they  believed  they 
could  achieve  to  make  our 
country  a  *  Greater 
Britain.  With  a  smile  on 
their  lips  they  advanced 
to  face  all  opposing 
forces,  whether  it  was 
the  power  of  government, 
large  vested  interests  or 
the  street  violence  of 
the  Red  mobs,  and  never¬ 
theless,  despite  what 
those  same  interests  have 
alleged  over  half-a- 
century,  they  did  not 
hate.  They  just  stood, 
unwilling  to  sacrifice 
their  beliefs  for  an 
easy  life,  and  fought 
back. 

Harry  was  indeed  the 
mildest  of  men  who  pre¬ 
ferred  talking  to  fight-_ 
ing.  But  if  in  the  end  it 
had  to  be»  he  was  there, 

I  lost  touch  with  him 


when  hd  went  to  work 
abroad,  and  he  had  also 
found  himself  a  wife.  We 
next  met  some  15  years 
later  and  met  monthly  for 
a  pint.  Shortly  after  he 
moved  to  Sussex  he  atten¬ 
ded  FOM's  first  small 
social  in  an  East  London 
pub  and  had  since  re¬ 
mained  in  regular  tele¬ 
phone  contact i  more  so 
in  our  both  declining 
years.  In  our  last  talk  a 
few  days  before  his 
death  when  he  was 
apparently  in  good  form, 
he  took  me  to  task,  as 
was  hid  wont;  for  my 
smoking  habit  -  'You  will 
live  to  the  Millennium* » 
a  particular  form  of 
humour  and  affection  pert- 
haps  confined  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish,  and  British  Union; 

My  deepest  sympathy 
goes  to  Harry's  Maiireehi 
who  though  not  a 
political  'animal*  has 
grown  to  Understand 

that  unique  bond  between 
her  husband  and  his 
BU  comrades; 

And  ort  the  night  of  the 
Millennium,  if  the  God's 
permit,  when  the  rest  of 
our  nation  is  apparently 
going  to  go  off  its 
head  in  artificial  senti¬ 
ment,  I  shall  raise  my 
glass,  and  a  cigarette, 
"To  Harry".  I  can  see  his 
smile  and  hear  his  voices 
That  is  enough. 

To  old  comrades,  To 
Mosley,  To  England,  To 
Britain,  To  Europe. 

They  were  true. 


Ptialiahad  by  John  Otrlatlan  fnr  F.O.M. ,  1 01  .Orwell  Court.  Ftvnall  Road.  Lundon.  E8  4PP 
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Much  political  capital  is  made  by  the  present 
adminstration  about  the  difference  between  old  and 
new  Labour.  As  Robert  Row  reminds  us  little  has 
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MOSLEY 

NOT 


really  altered  beyond  a  sharper  style  of  sound  bites 
coupled  with  selective  vindictiveness 

NEW  LABOUR 

\ 

A  COSMETIC  CHANGE 

BY  ROBERT  ROW 


'Dead  fish  rot  from  the  head 
down'  as  Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
used  to  say,  and  the  present 
Blair  government  is  a  good 
example. 

There  has  always  been  a  strong 
whifT  of  dead  red  herrings  about 
Labour  administrations,  and 
adding  ’new*  to  the  old  name  made 
no  difference  when  Tony  Blair 
added  a  few  new  tricks  One 
Labour  trail  that  has  remained 
very  much  alive  is  its  built  in 
fondness  for  the  enemies  of  this 
country. 


instance  found  that  Labours  over¬ 
praised  Good  Friday  agreement 
could  open  prison  gates  like  magic 
without  those  murderers  being 
obliged  to  turn  in  one  gun  in 


exchange  The  IRA  godfathers  1 
know  that  Blair  is  soft  through  and  i 
through,  and  have  planned  their 
strategy  accordingly  Just  as  dead  1 
fish  go  sofl  and  limp 
No  similar  tenderness  was  [ 
shown,  on  the  other  hand,  towards 
British  paratroopers  giving 
evidence  to  the  'Bloody  Sunday' 
inquiry,  and  refused  by  the 
Government  the  right  of 
anonymity  granted  automatically  , 
to  a  variety  of,  criminal  witnesses 
in  English  civil  courts.  Luckily  the 
High  Court  overturned  jtheif  j 


decision. 

This  is  the  old  Labour  hatred  for 
the  British  Army  at  work  again, 
though  it  is  blindingly  clear  the  | 
result  will  be  a  'hit-list'  for  future 
revenge  killings  by  the  IRA, _ 


I 

That  list  will  be  acted  upon  on 
the  inevitable  day  the  IRA  again 
declares  'war'  on  Britain  And  who 
wall  do  the  killings?  Who  else  but 
the  convicted  IRA  murderers  set 
free  by  Blair,  totally  unfit  to  run  a 
loony  bin  full  of  idiots,  never  mind 
Britain- 

Next  in  importance  to  Britain's 
enemies  on  Labour's  list  of 
important  celebrities  arc  the 
international  heroes  of  Marxism. 
And  those  who  frustrate  their 
knavish  schemes  are  damned  many 
times  over. 

Such  is  General  Pinochet, 
blackguarded  by  all  the  bosses 
of  the  Labour  Party  because  he 
was  AN  ALLY  OF  THIS 
COUNTRY.  UNDER  MRS 
THATCHER,  IN  THE 
FALKLANDS  WAR  However 
his  real  offence  was  to  save  his 
country  from  a  Communist 
take-over. 

Pinochet  was  a  senior  army 
officer  in  Chile  getting  on  with  his 
military  career,  when  the  Marxist 
leader  Allcnde  seized  power  by 
means  of  a  rigged  election  (much 
the  same  thing  happened  in  Spain 
in  1936  leading  to  a  civil  war 
there)  In  the  more  recent  case  of 
Chile,  however,  there  was  another 
glaring  example  nearer  home 
Castro's  seizure  of  power  in  1 959, 
which  started  in  traditional 
communist  fashion  with  hundreds 
shot  at  the  Vail  of  executions'  in 
Havana,  Cuba. 

Ever  fanciful  to  traditional 
Marxist  practice  whenever  any 
country  is  marked  down  for  take 
over,  the  next  stage  was  thousands 
of  violent  leftists  flocking  to  Chile 
|  -  until  Pinochet  and  other  leading 
|  patriots  crushed  Allcndc's  regime 
And  what  a  howl  of  prolcsl  when 
up  from  Labour  then 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  7 


MAU  MAU 

English  Heritage,  the  body 
responsible  for  the 

commemorative  blue  plaque 
scheme  is  to  honour  two  of  the 
most  despotic  African  leaders  of 
the  20th  Century.  Jomo 
Kenyatta  who  lived  for  many 
years  in  this  country.  later  headed 
the  Kenyan  terrorist  organisation 
Mau  Mau 


A  UNION  MOVEMENT 
STALWART  REMINDS  THE 
PI  IB!. 1C  OF  CRIMES  I.F.FT 
UNPUNISHED _ 

Emperor  Haile  Salassie.  another 
recipient  of  English  hospiialuv  is 
also  due  to  be  honoured  During 
his  long  reign  over  Aby  ssinia  (now 
Ethiopia)  The  gun  and  machete 
ruled  together  with  the  'normal' 
imprisonment  without  tnal, 
institutionalised  torture  and 
summary  execution  Anthony 
Eden's  League  of  Nations  friends 
ignored  the  most  barbaric  acts  of 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  7 


OLD  LABOUR?  NEW  LABOUR?  NO!  TRUE  LABOUR 
OSWALD  MOSLEY  LABOUR  M.P  FOR  SMETHWICK' 
TOGETHER  WITH  GEORGE  LANSBURY  AND  THE  MAYORS; 
OF  SHOREDITCH.  POPLAR  AND  BETHNAL  GREEN  SPEAK  IN 
RAFALGAR  SQUARE _ 

Convicted  IRA  killers  for 
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A  LOOK  AT  THE  GREAT  MASTERS  OP  MUSIC 

Richard  Wagner 

Apart  from  being  one  of  the  greatest  musicians  of  all  time  Richard 
Wagner  gave  expression  to  philosophical  ideals  that  still  arc  relevant 
today  In  his  search  Tor  a  regeneration  from  the  decadence  he  saw  around 
him  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  industrial  capitalist  system  he  wrote  of  the 
effects  that  the  food  we  cal  had  on  our  attitudes  and  our  detachment  from 
the  eternally  natural'  This  thinking  pre-dates  the  thinking  of  our  own 
Jonan  Jenks.  a  founder  of  the  Soil  Association  that  has  led  to  the  now 
popular  ‘organic  food"  discussions 

Nothing  thal  Wagner  has  written  throws  such  light  upon  his  inmost 
soul  as  his  essay  on  Vivisection  Here,  he  not  only  attacks  the  dogma  of 
utilitarianism  yvhidi  dominates  our  entire  civilisation  but  Ik  proposes 
instead,  as  the  moral  principle  of  life,  'sympathy  yvill  all  that  lives'  In  a 
way  this  could  be  said  to  anticipate  the  Animal  Rights,  unfortunately 
some  sections  of  that  group  do  not  follow  another  part  of  Wagner 
philosophy  that  calls  for  a  religion  of  love,  instead  they  spread  haued  and 
destruction 

W'agncr  yvroic  ’What  is  il  that  destroys  our  civilisation,  if  it  is  noi  want 
of  love?  How  can  the  youthful  mind  learn  to  love  the  world  as  it  unfolds 
itself  before  him.  whilst  we  continue  to  inculcate  nothing  but  caution  and 
suspicion  in  his  dealings  there  wilhT 

The  establishment  intellectuals  dismiss  Wagner  as  a  anii-senutc.  and 
ordinary  people  never  get  to  know  the  depth  of  his  thinking  As  we  show 
above  his  thinking  was  very  profound  and  anticipated  much  of  what  is  the 
modem  issues  Certainly  the  decadence  that  Wagner  womed  about,  is  still 
with  us  Drug  talang,  violence  and  a  killing  nearly  everyday,  a  record 
number  of  drvorcc  and  teenage  pregnancy  All  things  inspired  and  fuelled 
by  money  making  film  and  TV  industries  that  show  everything  in  terms  of 

sex  and \ lolence  ,,  ..  , 

Martin  Moloney 


Kosova 

The  First  Casualty 

Truth 

Whilst  no  one  need  feel  any 
sympathy  for  the  President  of 
Yugoslavia,  the  last  Communist 
ruler  in  Europe,  we  cannot  help  but 
feel  for  the  shame  and  disgrace 
thal  'loud-moulh  Blair’  has  brought 
on  Britain 

The  attack  on  Yugoslavia  was 
manufactured  by  Blair  who  wanted 
to  pose  as  a  'tough  guy*  and  lame 
duck'  Clinton  who  wanted  a 
distraction  from  his  own  sexual 
exploits  It  was  true  that  the  Serbs 
were  dealing  very  roughly  with  die 
KLA  The  KLA  was  a  terrorist 
organisation  carrying  out  a  policy 
of  assassinations  and  then  being 
hidden  by  the  Albanian  civilians 
The  KLA  was  led  by  criminals  that 
were  the  principle  agenis  for 
flooding  Europe  with  Heroin  It 
was  stated  on  the  BBC  To-day 
programme  by  a  Swedish  Police 
Chief  thal  95%  of  the  Brown 
Heroin  trade  in  Europe  was 
controlled  by  Kosovan  Albanians 

So  Blair  and  Clinton  say  ing  they 
wanted  to  'avert  a  humanitarian 
disaster'  started  to  bomb 
Yugoslavia  and  Kosova  In  reply 
the  Serbs  turned  really  rough  with 
the  Albanians  thus  the 
humanitarian  disaster  was  created, 
chiefly  by  Blair  and  Clinton 

Then  those  two  nonentities 
Cook  and  Robertson  began  their 
propaganda  campaign  Cook 
changed  Milosevic  from  a  life  long 
Communist  to  a  Fascist  overnight 
Then  he  claimed  to  have  killed 
10,000  Serb  soldiers,  his  fellow 
Minister  Robertson  said  thal  half 
the  Serb  tanks  were  destroyed 
Anyone  who  thinks  that  you  can 
hit  a  lank  flying  3  miles  up  in  the 
air  at  hundreds  of  miles  per  hour 
and  score  a  direct  hit  except  by 
luck  must  be  a  very  naive  person 

After  the  Russians  had  joined  a 
Peace  deal  and  the  NATO  troops 
went  in  these  lies  and  all  the  other 
lies  were  exposed  In  addition  why 
has  the  Government  refused  an 
enquiry  into  just  how  the  war  was 
conducted  with  special  reference  to 
the  accuracy  of  all  those  bombs  Is 
a  ’Suez'  cover  up  in  the  making? 
M-.t  they  were  not  finished  yet, 
after  three  days  in  Kosova  they 
announced  that  the  Serbs  had 
killed  10.000  Albanians  They 
even  hud  a  couple  of  chaps  from 
Scotland  Yard  to  investigate,  a 
pity  we  still  have  so  many 
unsolved  murders  in  London  they 
could  have  worked  on  Still  they 

have  to  find  an  alibi  for  starting 
Ok  war 


Hypocrisy 

In  a  recent  documentor,  shown 
on  the  Welsh  language  television 
S4C.  Lance  Rogers,  an  ex-member 
of  the  Communist  led  International 
Brigade  was  interviewed  about  one 
of  the  many  B  U  F  meetings  held 
in  Wales 

an  attempt  was  made  to  j 
overthrow  the  lorry  in  which  they  | 
were  attempting  to  address  die 
crowd  that  was  there  The  stones 
soon  began  to  be  thrown  and  there 
was  a  lot  of  injuries 

”1  flunk  that  delivered  the  final 
message  to  the  thugs  that  were  the 
Blackshirts  as  the  tune  that  there 
was  no  place  for  them  tn  Merthyr" 
These  verbatim  quotes  aptly 
throw  light  on  just  who  were  the 
thugs  and  stone  throwers  at 
Mosley  meetings.  The  British 
l inion  would  hardly  have  grown 
into  such  a  large  and  respected 
organisation  in  the  principality- 
had  they  lowered  themselves  to 
such  tactics. 


WANTED' 

Private  collector 

wishes  to  purchase  a| 
first  edition  of 

STUKA  PILOT 

By  Hans  Ulrich  Rudel 


Home  Sweet  Home 

First  it  was  Stalins  dmighte# 
Svetlana  who  decided  that  life  in 
the  West  was  favourable  to  a 
privileged  existence  in  the  workers 
paradise  Now  Sergei  Khruschcv 
the  son  of  Nikita,  the  man  who, 
took  the  world  to  the  brink  of 
nuclear  disaster  over  the  Cuban  i 
crisis  has  discovered  he  'feels  at| 
home'  in  America 

Despite  being  ‘Russian  Royalty' 
these  two  siblings  decided  the  west 
offered  a  better  life.  What  would] 
their  parents  have  thought  had  they  j 
still  been  around7  Perhaps  a  few 
days  and  nights  in  the  notorious 
Lubianka.  prison,  torture  chamber, 
execution  site  and  chamcl-housc 
mtghl  have  sharpened  up  such  I 
wayward  thinking  With  the] 
continued  uncovering  of  horrific 
details  about  life  in  the  Soviet 
Union  under  Stalin  is  il  loo  much  i 
to  ask  our  own  home  grown  fellow 
travellers  and  apologists  to  at  least 
answer  the  stones  emerging  from 
the  long  closed  archives  Better  i 
still  why  not  some  government  ) 
subsidised  one  way  tickets  for 
those  who  still  cany  Ihc  Annie  On 


IT’S  GOOD  TO 

BE  GREEN . 

BUTNOT  NAIVE 

THERE  has  been  a  lot  of  hyste¬ 
ria  latdy  about  GM,  genetically 
modified  food  The  perceived 
danger  is  that  cross  pollination  to 
other  vegetation  could  upset  the 
balance  of  nature  To  challenge 
nature  in  this  way  is  an  uncertain 
project  The  wide-spread  use  of 
chemicals  has  also  led  to  problems 

Why  is  it  happening 7  What's  it 
ail  about7  If  we  look  to  the  USA 
where  these  large  chemical  compa¬ 
nies  arc  based  we  can  see  then 
plan  Massive  acreage  of  crops 
being  produced  al  costs  that  small 
family  farms  cannot  compete  with, 
that  arc  then  supplied  to  the  giant 
national  chains,  who  drive  out  the 
small  shop-keepers  Ail  choice  for 
consumers  will  be  a  flung  of  the 
past 

The  'reform'  of  the  EU  Common 
Agriculture  Policy  .  now  being  pro¬ 
posed,  will  make  it  harder  still  for 
family  farms  to  continue,  we  arc 
fast  getting  to  the  basics  of  the 
Marxist  state,  giant  farms  prodoc 
ing  inferior  crops  thal  are  dis¬ 
tributed  through  a  few  big  outlets 
The  only  difference  being  that  it 
would  not  be  stale  controlled,  it 
would  be  controlled  by  the  big 
money  men 

Green-peace.  Friends  of  the 
Earth  and  other  protest  groups  will 
shout  and  demonstrate  but  will 
have  no  effect  against  the  interna¬ 
tional  financial  power  that  calls 
the  tune  A  small  recent  example, 
the  USA  government  used  flic 
World  Trade  Organisation  to 
threaten  sanctions  against  Bntam 
and  France  unless  we  bought  our 
bananas  from  the  US  Corporations 
rather  than  from  our  former 
colonies  in  the  Caribbean 
The  one  and  only  answer  to  all 
these  problems  is  to  withdraw 
from  international  free  trade. 

In  a  United  Europe  we  can  have 
our  traditional  Farms  and 
food.Break  up  the  chains  of 
super-markets  who  are  now 
shown  as  robbers  and  encourage 
the  return  of  our  traditional 
shops. 

British  farmers  can  grow  all  the 
food  we  need  here  in  Britain.  All 
that  is  needed  is  to  change  our 
economic  system,  so  that  it 
works  for  the  people  and  not  for 
the  financiers. 


now  comrades,  tvwr  counlrv  needs  | 
V0M  ,IM 


This  was  first  published 
in  hard  back  by 
Euphonon  in  1 952 
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THE  BRITISH  UNION  QUARTERLY 


Plinth  Problem 


For  generations  the  Left  wing  have  claimed  the  political  high  ground 
with  publications  such  as  New  Statesman  and  Tribune.  It  has  often 
been  easily,  loo  easily  forgotten  that  Mosley  in  January  1935 
launched  a  publication  that  more  than  matched  the  drip-fed 
intellectual  justification  of  all  things  left  of  centre.  With  writers  such 
as  Oicsterton,  Beckett.  Thomson,  Fuller.  Hart,  l -caper  etc.  the 
standard  of  intellectual  acumen  was  more  than  met. 


When  the  movement  led  by 
Oswald  Mosley  burst  onto  the 
British  scene  in  the  1930s  with  its 
unique  and  urgent  programme  for 
national  revival,  it  attracted  men 
and  women  of  character  and 
intelligence  from  towns  and 
villages  all  over  the  country 
Challenging  the  commercial 
exploitation  of  decadence,  and 
rapidly  outstripping  in 
membership  the  Communist  Party, 
whose  agents  and  sympathisers 
were  long  established  among  the 
gullible  'intelligentsia'  and  its 
ahen-subsidised  media.  Mosley’s 
movement  soon  developed  its  own 
alternative  press  and  literature 
New  intellectuals  emerged  from 
the  workers,  businessmen,  ex¬ 
sen  icemen  and  university  folk, 
who  made  their  anginal  and 
creative  contribution  to  the 
pamphlets,  journals  and  books  of 
British  Union 


This  is  well  illustrated  by  the 
Fascist  -  later  British  Union  - 
Quarterly,  launched  in  193S  to 
express  the  'spiritual  impetus  of  a 
world  movement  which  is  the  most 
modem  declaration  of  the  genius 
of  the  West’,  and  closed  down  in 
1940  by  government  censorship- 
dcspitc  its  constructive  proposals 
for  the  emergency  defence  of  the 
United  Kingdom  against  invasion 
This  quality  periodical  published 
many  brilliant  articles  on  politics, 
economics,  foreign  policy  and 


The 

BRITISH  UNION 

QUARTERLY 


ARTHUR  REAM 
HENRY  SWAREY 
KENNETH  DUTltU) 


The  magazine  ran  from  1935  till 
Government  closed  it  down  in 


1 940  1 

cultural  trends  by  writers  whose 
opinions  were  increasingly 
excluded  from  the  so-called  Tree' 
or  'democratic'  newspapers,  public 
meeting-places  and  broadcasting 
facilities 

ll  is  an  interesting  fact,  which 
has  been  largely  smothered  or 
misrepresented  in  the  historical 
record',  that  some  of  the  very 
finest  and  already  famous  minds  of 
lhal  period  also  came  forward  as 
BU  supporters  or  writers,  several 
of  whom  appear  in  this  selection, 
the  truth  at  least 

The  highly  decorated  General 
Fuller,  for  example,  was  the 
foremost  strategic  analyst  and 
military  historian  of  his 
generation,  farsighted  advocate  of 


'l 


rapid  tank  warfare  and  then  of 
advanced  aircraft  for  defending  the 
Empire  against  Soviet  Russia  and 
if  necessary  Japan,  and  eminent 
author  of  ova  forty  outstanding 
works  before  be  died  in  1966 

British  Union  Quarterly 
remains  notable  not  only  for  the 
intellect,  erudition  and  vigour  of 
its  Writers  but  for  their  common 
moral  integrity 

A  contemporary  nght-wwg 
critic.  Douglas  Jan  old,  had  to 
admit  that  Mosley  was  one  of  the 
few  people  telling  the  truth  in 
English  politics  and  whose 
publications  alone  reported  whal 
was  ’really  happening’  across 
Europe,  and  the  left-wing 
historian.  Professor  Taylor,  more 
recently  called  Mosley  the  greatest 
political  thinker  of  our  age  The 
forma  Cabinet  Minister  Richard 
Crossmnn  commented  m  the 
1 960s  that,  if  history  be  respected 
as  a  defender  of  western 
civilisation  against  the  Yellow 
Pail 

To  withdraw  from  our  present 
junk -culture  of  din  and  disease, 
rap-jumping  and  computa-pom. 
into  the  clean  and  healthy  world  of 
the  Mosley  journals  is  more  than  a 
refreshing  bath  in  nostalgia 

They  have  been  rescued  from 
the  ’memory  bole’  of  our  common 
enemies,  and  they  stand  as  a 
source  of  ideas  and  idealism,  as 
first  commissar-communism  and 
now  finance-capitalism  collapse 
around  us,  for  the  reconstruction  to 
come 

J.B.Hevgate 


News  Item:  Sir  John  Mortimer 
lias  been  made  chairman  of  tltc 
Government’s  advisory  plinth 
panel 

In  the  north  comer  of  1  rafnlgar 
Square  a  plinth  has  remained 
vacant  for  the  pas!  1 50  years  New 
Labour  is  at  last  tackling  this 
major  problem  Sitnalcd  in  the 
shadow  of  South  Africa  House  n 
stnliic  of  Nelson  Mandela  might 
well  he  (lie  polilicallv  correct 
solution  However,  with  live  land 
he  ’ficaf  free  falling  into  anarchy 
perhaps  a  longer  view  should  he 
taken  At  ihc  moment  the  public 
arc  being  treated  to  ’Kccc  Homo’  a 
statue  of  Christ  to  be  followed  bv 
a  gmnl  bron/c  "Regardless  of 
History’  mid  then  an  npsidedown 
cast  of  live  plinth  1  llic  obv  ions 
choice  would  be  to  commemorate 
the  fattier  of  Europe  a  Nation  In 
the  post-war  vears  Sir  Oswald 
Moslcv  spoke  twelve  limes  in  ihc 
Square 


MOSLEY  SPEAKS 

Eniov  the  full  impact  of  a  British 
Union  meeting  in  one  of  the  few 
surviving  pre-war  location 
recordings 

Speech.  Music.  Singing. 

All  captured  on  a  45  R  PM 
remastered  disc  issued  with  the 
leaders  approval  in  1974  to 
commemorate  the  40th 
anniversary  of  Mosley’s  first  great 
Albert  Hall  meeting  on  22nd  April 
1934  Available  post  free  for  just 
£5.00 

Write  to  F.O.M.  101.  Orwell 
Court.  Powncll  Road,  London 
E8  4PP. 


Uncle  Max 

One  of  the  first  books  I  ever 
received  at  Christmas  was  ’Uncle 
Max’  famous  for  ’Nature 
Parliament’.  a  BBC  radio 
programme  broadcast  for  children 
In  lata  life  I  was  to  find  ’Uncle 
Max’  was  in  fact  famous,  not  just 
as  a  professional  animal  lova.  he 
was  of  course  Maxwell  Knight  a 
leading  light  in  MI5,  the  real  spy 
master  who  had  inspired  Ian 
Fleming’s  model  for  ’M’  James 
Bond's  my  sterious  boss 

Ian  Fleming  along  with  Dennis 
Wheatley  were  to  become  great 
friends  with  Knighl  It  was 
Wheatley  the  thriller  writer  and 
enthusiast  for  the  occult  who 
introduced  Knight  to  flic  'Great 
Beast'  Alistair  Crowley,  infamous 


for  his  practice  of  Black  Magic 
Crowley  was  lata  to  become  an 
M15  agent  Wheatley  bad  met 
Crowley  through  Tom  Dribcrg  a 
notorious  homosexual  and  Labour 
MP  Knight  used  Dribcrg  as  an 
agent  in  the  Communist  Party 
These  then  were  some  of  the  men 
who  collaborated  with  Knighl  in 
defence  of  a  rotten  system  What 
were  the  dangers  they  were 
defending  Britain  against? 

Mainly  it  was  the  BUF  headed 
by  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  doing  what 
he  could  lo  keep  Britain  out  of  an 
unnecessary  war  and  protecting  the 
British  Empire  Our  secret  police. 
M15  went  along  with  a  morally 
bankrupt  Government  involving  us 
in  a  war  that  left  a  waste  land,  liod 
lo  the  wheels  of  international 
finance 


We  know  the  future  is  with  us 
and  Mosley  will  be  honoured. 

To  help  live  pitnih  panel 
COMRADE  gives  a  preview  of 
what  the  completed  statue  would 
look  like  Wc  think  the  committee 
need  look  no  further 

The  book.  The  Man  Who  was 
'M'  i Grafton  Books)  is  long  since 
out  of  pnnl  but  still  worth  the 
elTort  of  hunting  down  in  a  public 
library  or  second  hand  book  shop 
If  onlv  as  a  limclv  reminder  of  just 
some  of  the  forces  waged  against 
Moslcv  in  lus  struggle  for  a 
Greater  Britain 

Martin  Moloney 
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THE  LONG  ROAD  TO  UNION 


A  RAIL  Y  FOR  MOSLEY 

A  policy  for  the  present  -  an  idea  for  the  future.  1 10.000  words  of 
constructive  thought'  With  this  slogan  Mosley's  book  setting  out  his 
thinking  on  tackling  the  post-war  problems  of  Great  Britain  in  the  context 
of  European  Union  was  launched  in  October  1947  it  was  entitled  The 


Alternative 

From  the  time  of  the  Peace 
Meeting,  called  by  the  British 
Union,  in  July  1939,  to  stop  the 
blundering  drift  to  war,  the 
events  simply  confirmed  every 
tenet  and  clause  of  the  B.U. 
Policy.  .As  Mosley  repeatedly 
pointed  out,  there  was  no  vital 
British  interest  involved  on  the 
Eastern  marches  of  Europe. 

In  1947,  Mosley  wrote  the 
first  of  his  ideas  on  how  the  new 
circumstances,  at  the  end  of  the 
war,  were  to  be  coped  with. 

He  may  have  bom  in  mind  the 
dictum  of  Keynes,  that  everything 
accomplished  is  an  Alternative  and 
not  simply  something  Tagged  on 
to  the  failures  of  the  past 
The  ending  of  the  catastrophic 
conflict  in  1945  found  our  county 
severely  weakened,  the  Empire  in 
process  of  dissolution,  and  hollow 
words  of  the  old  gang  party 
system,  that  all  would  be  well,  the 
welfare  state  without  the  resources 
to  support  it,  a  slogan  of  Export  or 
Die  in  the  terms  of  trade  The  total 
collapse  of  the  economy  was  only- 
prevented  by  loans  from  the 
United  States 

Mosley's  book  THE 
ALTERNATIVE  showed  how  a 
completely  new  policy  was 
essential  The  book  was  ignored  by 
the  media  and  the  whole  of  the 
press 

There  was  a  fatuous  comment 
by  a  Mr  Herbert  Momson,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Labour 
Government,  that  he  had  heard 
‘that  Mosley  was  wnting  a  book' 
The  inference  was,  from  the 
Apple-picker  of  the  1st  world  war, 
that  in  the  case  of  Oswald  Mosley  , 
that  was  a  criminal  offence 
In  fact  die  only  reference  to  the 
book,  m  review,  was  by  Middleton 
Murry,  the  pacifist  philosopher,  in 
the  magazine  The  Aldelphi 
Middleton  Murry  wrote  that  in  his 
opinion.  Oswald  Mosley  showed 
in  his  book,  that  he  had  learned 
from  the  past.  and.  Murry'  went  on. 
did  indeed  want  to  advocate  a 
policy  ihni  went  far  beyond  both 
finance-capitalism  and 

Communism  The  closely  argued 
text  showed  the  pathway  ahead 
The  new  policy  was  expressed  as 
THE  EXTENSION  OF 
PATRIOTISM  In  many  meetings 


BV  DESMOND  IRVINE  • 

the  themes  developed  At  a 
meeting  in  East  London  in  1948. 
Mosley  inspired  his  listeners  by 
proclaiming  "OUR  AIM  IS 
EUROPE  A  NATION  OUR 
FAITH  IS  EUROPEAN 
SOCIALISM"  This  idea  attracted 
great  attention  in  the  thoughtful 
circles  of  Europe  An  idea  which 
had  awaited  its  time  The  1 
Renaissance  concept  of  Europa, 
with  the  abihucs  of  Science  and 
Technics  to  bnng  it  about  Only 
the  hidebound  old  parties  tn 
Parliament  contrived  to  ignore 
these  matters 


In  the  years  of  his  trawls  in 
Europe,  Mosley  was  able  to 
demonstrate  that  new  thinking  was 
csscnuai,  if,  as  he  put  it,  the 
Fatherland  of  Europe  was  not  to  be 
lost  forever 

It  is  now  tunc  for  a  good  look 
round,  here  in  our  homeland,  to  sec 
what  it  is  exactly,  the  old  gang 
offer 

The  file-clip  marked  ’NEW'  is 
today  the  most  used  tag  for  each  of 
.the  big  parlies  in  Parliament  Also 
die  strangely  applied  term  Thud 
Way'  The  Global  market,  in  itself 
is  sunply  the  old  world  trading 
system  redressed  to  prevent  the 
simple  plain  fact  that  it  is  (he  old 
commerce  based  ultimately  on 


sweated  labour  in  a  global 
economy  Many  of  Britain's 
present  troubles  arise  from  The 
Fact  that  die  old  parties  held  back 
from  reality:  pretending  that  the 
competitive  world  trade  system 
would  work  alongside  the  belated 
union  of  Europe 

The  life  of  Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
reflected  that  nature  which 
Bernard  Shaw  ascribed  to  him 
long  ago  "the  repugnance  to  mean 
and  cruel  dealings'*  In  his 
biography .  Mosley  pointed  out  the  , 
fact  that  the  neurosis  of  this  age  is 
that  man  had  released  the  forces  of 
nature  just  as  he  has  become 
separated  from  nature  The 
movement  founded  by  him  always 
showed  a  greater  understanding  of 
diis  than  any  of  the  fragmented 
factions  including  the  present 
'Green  Party' 

The  present  political  confusion 
shows  that  old  gang  alignments  arc 
futile  and  impotent  The  present 


times  will  see  the  new  political 
groupings  which  will  transcend  the 
stagnant  stasis  of  the  current 
House  of  Commons 
Long  ago.  in  the  early  days  of 
tile  movement.  Mosley  wrote  a 
critique  on  the  necessity  for  a  new 
alignment  for  the  divided  national 
parties,  lie  quoted  Spcnglcr,  and  it 
is  the  time  to  recount  here  the  last 
words  in  an  essay  by  that 
philosopher  "We  arc  born  into 
this  time  and  must  bravely 
follow  the  pathway  to  the  end. 
Thnt  is  greatness.  Thai  is  what  it 
means  to  be  a  thoroughbred. 
The  honourable  end  is  the  one 
thing  that  cannot  be  taken  from 
a  man ..."  ' 


August  1W9 


THOUGHTS  ON  THE 
DAY  OF  THE 
EUROPEAN 
ELECTIONS 

Thursday,  1 0th  June,  an 
unsullied  day  as  the  early 
morning  sun  gave  atmosphere  to 
country  and  city  life.  The  day  of 
the  new  European  Election.  A 
welter  of  candidates,  confusing 
to  the  average,  to  be  ticked  for 
or  against. 

At  9  30  am  I  drove  to  the 
polling  slauon  situated  at  the 
imposing  Eye  Town  Hall  astir  with 
old  memories  My  car  direct 
against  the  side  door  entry'  The  air 
reverberated  a  vibrant  presence 
encompassed  my  being 
Accompanied  by  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley  I  had  entered  the  same 
door  for  an  histone  meeting  m 
1938  before  a  packed  audience 
The  large  platform  was  sull  in 
place  as  Mosley  and  I  climbed  the 
steps  on  to  the  rostrum  greeted  by 
tumultuous  applause 
I  made  a  short  speech  to  those  in 
the  Hall  and  again  to  those  outside 
reminding  them  of  Mosley's  early 
Policy  for  a  United  Europe  the 
remnants  now  being  pursued  sixty 
years  later  id  a  policy  of 
compunction,  by  those  who  may 
hope  the  infrangible  spuit  of 
Mosley  may  come  to  their  aid 
From  thejnost  humble  to  (hose 
of  high  attainment  life  is  a  matter 
of  struggle  and  endurance  tn  a 
compcutive  world  The  wise  use  of 
pnvilege  the  mark  of  the  few  In 
exemplary  pattern  Mosley  used 
his  privilege  of  lineage,  his  acute 
ableness  as  a  orator  for  the  good 
of  the  people,  often  with 
tremendous  self  sacrifice.  He 
gave  the  light  of  truth  beaming  L 
through  the  darkness  of  lies,  the 
subterfuge  of  those  who  hold  the 
people  in  bondage  of  debt  and 
misery. 

The  inspiring  words  of  Mosley 
still  ring  clearly  across  the  plains 
of  civilisation  to  remain  dominant 
in  the  memory  'We  count  it  a 
privilege  to  be  of  an  age  which 
learns  to  say  what  can  we  give 
instead  of  what  can  we  take  For 
thus  our  generation  learns  there  arc 
greater  things  than  slothful  ease. 
greater  dungs  than  safety,  more 
terrible  things  than  death 1 
The  new  Millennium  a 
European  within  die  resonance  of 
the  spirit  of  Mosley  and  his 
supporters,  shining  as  the  stars  in 
the  firmamcm  over  the  peace  of 
the  earth  within  the  creative.  | 
enduring  will  of  mankind 
Ronald  Creasy 


COMRADK 


GLADYS  WALSH  REMEMBERS 


"When  1  was  a  young  girl,  I  once 
went  lo  a  meeting  of  the 
Communist  Party  I  didn't  like 
what  1  heard  there  at  all  I  couldn't 
agree  with  how  they  wanted  to  set 
one  section  of  the  British  people 
against  the  other  But  I  never  really 
gave  much  thought  to  politics  until 
around  1936  when  we  began 
hearing  about  Mosley'  and  the 
Blackshirts. 

I  "In  May  of  that  year  my  mother 
and  I  went  shopping  m  Old  Road 
market,  so  we  stopped  and  listened 
(to  a  speaker)  for  about  half  an 
hour.  When  we  got  home  my 
mother  said  ’Glad,  run  back  and 
see  who  they'  were’  because  she 
was  really  interested.  When  1 
relumed  1  said  'You’ll  never 
believe  this  Mum  They  were  the 
Blackshirts.'  Site  said  '1  don't  care 
what  colour  shirts  they  wear  but 
that  chap  spoke  sense  ’  Afterwards 
I  found  out  the  speaker  was  Mick 
Clarke  of  Bethnal  Green. 

"The  following  week  I  bought  a 
copy  of  'Action'  and  after  that  I 
got  a  copy  of  the  British  Union 
book  '100  Questions  Answered'. 

I  studied  it  and  eventually  applied 
for  membership.  I  joined  as  a  non¬ 
active  member  at  first.  Shortly 
after  came  the  memorable  October 
4th,  the  Battle  of  Cable  Street.  So 
we  went  along  to  Aldgate  and  saw 
for  ourselves  the  Communists  with 
their  clenched  fists  rolling  marbles 
under  the  police  horses'  hooves, 
and  stuffing  broken  glass  up  their 
noses  to  bring  the  mounted  police 
down,  and  we  were  really 
disgusted.  I  made  up  my  mind 
from  then  on  to  be  an  active 
member. 

"The  local  branch  for  Limestone 
was  in  Essian  Street  to  begin  with 
Later  we  opened  a  bookshop  in 
Salmons  Lane  and  finally'  the 
womans  branch  moved  to  a  hall  in 
Condor  Street.  On  Monday  and 
Wednesday  evenings  we  would  go 
round  the  houses  delivering 
literature  door-to-door  Then  on 
Fridays  we  would  always  have  a 
big  meeting  in  Piggot  Street  We 
had  speakers  like  Duke  Pile, 
Tommy  Moran  and  Mick  Clarke 
"Going  to  the  branch  was  like 
going  lo  a  second  home,  there  was 
so  much  companionship  To  name 
your  paper  'Comrade'  is  quite  right 
because  that's  exactly  what  we 
were  It  was  such  a  friendly 
atmosphere  at  the  Limehousc 
branch,  you  could  always  walk  in 
and  someone  would  get  you  tea 
and  biscuits  because  that  helped  to 
swell  the  funds  a  bit 


GLADYS  WALSH  REMEMBERED 


In  1940  Mrs.  Gladys  Walsh  (nee 
Libiter)  became  the  Iasi  Womens 
District  Leader  for  Limehousc 
branch  of  British  Union.  This 
transcription  comes  from  a 
recording  made  for  FOM  Sound 
Archive  on  6  July  1988. 

I  _ 

Everyone  used  to  say  to  me  ’Just 
wait  until  you  hear  the  Old  Man 
speak’.  The  first  time  I  heard  him 
was  in  Newby  Place  in  Poplar.  I 
went  with  my  mother  because  she 
had  also  become  a  member  Well, 
we  were  absolutely  smitten.  I'd 
never  known  anybody  to  speak  like 
it.  He  could  bring  you  to  laughter, 
he  could  bring  you  to  tears.  He  had 
no  notes  to  read  from  and  the 
meeting  must  have  lasted  for  well 
over  an  hour. 

"In  the  Council  Elections  in 
1937  we  went  around  canvassing 
and  we  did  very  well  in  that 
Election.  It  really  pul  the  wind  up 
the  opposition. 

"Of  course,  the  main  street  was 
Duckett  Street,  practically 
everybody  in  the  street  was  a 
Blackshirt,  and  that's  the  truth  We 
did  have  a  really  big  membership 
We  even  had  our  own  intellectual 
group  that  included  Arthur  Mason, 
the  District  Leader,  and  Tommy 
Waters,  a  very  brilliant  chap  who 
edited  the  'East  London 
Blackshirt.' 

"The  Earls*  Court  Peace  Rally 
was  a  marvellous  occasion.  There 
were  so  many  people  there  that  I 
really  thought  that  it  could  stop 
War  and  the  Leader  spoke  so  | 
wonderfully  about  it. 

"I  remember  when  war  broke 
out  and  we  were  down  at  the 
branch,  one  lad  with  the  same 
name  I've  got  now  called  Micky 
Walsh  said  'We'll  march  through 
Berlin  by  Christmas’.  And  1  said 
'No  Micky  The  last  war  was  four 
years  and  this  will  be  longer  still '  . 
He  joined  up  direct  and  was  killed  j 
in  the  middle  of  the  war.  about  j 
1 942  I  think 


"When  the  war  came  we  still 
earned  on  the  meetings  and  selling 
papers  and  delivering  leaflets 
Then  Mick  Clarke  asked  me  if  1 
would  become  Womens  District 
Leader  One  thing  1  never  did 
understand  is  that  I  was  given  the 
Distinction  Award  badge  1  never 
knew  why  because  I  wasn't  the 
only  active  one  there  1  lost  it  when 
our  house  was  blasted  Although 
I'm  glad  that  I  never  went  inside 
there  were  tunes  in  the  war  when  1 
wished  I'd  been  among  my  own 
people.  But  I  wouldn't  have 
wanted  to  inflict  it  on  my  parents, 
even  though  my  mother.  Mrs 
Libiter,  was  a  very  outspoken 
women  She  lived  to  belOl  and 
must  have  been  the  oldest 
surviving  Blackshirt  when  she  died 
in  1973, 

"After  the  War  1  went  to  the 
Second  18B  Detainees  Reunion  in 
December  1945  When  I  arrived 
Duke  Pile  said  that  one  of  his 
kiddies  was  going  to  present  a 
bouquet  and  he  smiled  and  said 
'Can  you  guess  who  to?'.  Sure 
enough  OM  and  Lady  Mosley 
came  in.  It  was  supposed  to  be  a 
dance  but  I  can  tell  you  there 
weren't  many  people  dancing.  He 
gave  a  wonderful  speech 

I  also  went  to  the  meeting  at  the 
Famngdon  Hall  in  1947  when  the 
Leader  said  that  from  now  on  it's 
got  to  be  a  United  Europe.  I 
accepted  it.  He  always  had  such 
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What  a  Leader  that  land  might 
have  had 

If  the  many  had  followed  the 
few. 

He  could  have  had  an  easy  life. 
Instead  he  chose  to  fight 
For  the  good  of  dear  old 
England, 

The  People  to  unite. 

So  as  we  give  a  last  salute  and 

say  a  sad  farewell 

We'd  like  to  thank  you  Mosley 

For  all  you  did  and  might  have 

done. 

In  the  hearts  of  those  you've  left 
behind 

Forever  you  will  dwell.' 

"He  really  was  one  of  the  greatest 
leaders  of  all  time.  Above  all 
things  he  was  a  gentleman  He 
came  down  to  everyone's  level,  he 
was  never  above  you:  when  he 
spoke  to  you  he  was  always  on  the 
level  with  you  The  rough  and 
ready  people  of  the  East  End  of 
London  absolutely  held  him  in  the 
highest  esteem.  I  always  did  feel 
that  belonging  to  British  Union 
made  me  want  to  be  a  bit  better 
than  1  had  been  before  He  gave 
me  an  understanding  of  a  purpose 
in  life. 

"1  would  do  every  bit  of  it  all 
over  again,  I  don't  regret  it  one 
bit  I'm  just  proud  1  was 
allowed  to  be  one  of  them.  My 
own  end's  not  far  off  now  and  1 
shall  die  a  Blackshirt” 

i.. ••  ^  n 
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Mr*  Walsh’i  autographed  programme  from  Ihe  December  1945  Second  I8B 
Reunion  Dinner  signed  by  Robert  Cordon  Canning,  Archibald  Maule 
Ramsay,  Raven  Thompson,  Quentin  Joyce,  Diana  Mosley,  Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
and  Neil  Francis  Hawkins.  ,  _  _  - 


"My  days  in  the  Mosley' 
Movement  I  really  do  count  as  the 
happiest  days  of  my  life  After  he 
died  I  wrote  a  poem  about  him 

’When  we  heard  that  the  leader 
had  died 

Part  of  us  died  too 


Mrs  Walsh  died  on  December 
3 1  si  1990:  She  was  one  of  the 
!  finest  types  of  women  in  East 
London  who  gave  themselves 
completely  to  British  Union's 
struggle  for  Peace  and  People 
Her  example  will  never  be 
forgotten  by  her  surviving 
comrades. 
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TV  REVIEW:  GULAG 


In  the  rush  to  industrialise  under  a  succession  of  state  sponsored 
‘Five  Year  Plans'  millions  of  innocent  Russians  were  transported  as 
slave  labour  to  work  on  extracting  the  countries  vast  mineral  wealth 
and  build  grandiose  and  often  worthless  engineering  schemes.  With  a 
total  lack  of  machinery  these  near  impossible  feats  were  achieved 
with  bare  hands  in  appalling  conditions.  Sub-zero  temperatures,  bad 
food  and  inhuman  hours  meant  a  death  sentence  for  the  majority. 


In  his  book  'The  Alternative' 
(1947)  Mosley  wrote  then  when 
news  of  die  atrocities  that  occurred 
in  German-occupied  territory 
became  known  at  the  end  of  the 
Second  World  War.  his  first 
reaction  was  that  it  was  victor's 
propaganda  But  when  the 
evidence  became  clear,  he 
immediately  condemned  it  without 
equivocation  He  later  added  that  if 
British  Union  had  come  to  power, 
there  would  have  been  no 
atrocities  because  there  would 
have  been  no  war.  and  such  things 
only  happen  in  the  heat  of  blood 
and  war 

Bui  Mosley  had  reckoned 
without  the  murderous  mind  of 
Stalin  and  the  Soviet  system  that 
murdered  between  20  and  SO 
million  people,  many  m  the  slave  1 
labour  colonics  known  as  the 
Gulags  If  the  last  figure  is  correct 
it  means  that  the  Soviets 
murdered,  mainly  m  peacetime, 
more  people  than  died  in  die 


pouring  cement  tn  the  foundations 
of  a  new  dam  that  was  behind 
schedule  were  thrown  with  their 
barrows  into  the  liquid  foundations 
to  speed  completion  For  Stalin,  a 
bag  of  cement  was  worth  more 
than  a  Russian  worker  When 
major  projects  were  completed,  the 
"bosses'  or  overseers  were  then 
themselves  liquidated  to  keep  the 
enormous  death  loll  a  secret 


PLENTY  OF  HAMMERS  BUT  NO  SICKLES. 

SLAVE  LABOUR  UNDER  THE  RUSSIAN  YOKE.  FEW  COMPLETED 
THEIR  SENTENCES,  FALLING  PREY  TO  ILL  TREATMENT  AND 
DISEASE. 


Second  World  War 
The  story  was  recently  told  on 
BBC  2  in  'Gulag'  a  three-hour 
epic  documentary  It  told  how 
Stalin  worked  millions  of  his  own 
people  to  deatli  in  order  to 
complete  massive  construction 
projects  for  which  he  knew  no 
Russian  worker  would  'freely’ 
volunteer  In  appalling  conditions 
of  sub-zero  temperatures,  poor 


food,  inadequate  clothing  and  non¬ 
existent  medical  care,  those 
declared  'enemies  of  the  -people' 
worked  and  died  in  numbers  too 
great  to  comprehend  A  whole 
nation,  the  Tartars,  were  deported 
to  the  Gulags  tn  one  day 
Some  idea  of  the  brutal  regime  1 
that  prevailed  was  explained  by 
one  of  the  few  survivors  He  told 
how  workers  with  wheelbarrows 


The  supply  of  labour  was 
maintained  by  a  ‘quota  system' 
implemented  by  the  NKVD  secret 
police  and  a  network  of  informers 
If  more  slaves  were  needed,  more 
people  were  falsely  accused  of 
crimes  against  the  state  or 
subversion  Any  unsubstantiated 
allegation  from  anyone  would  dc 
so  long  as  the  quotas  were  met 


One  93-ycar  old  Camp 
Commander  admitted  that  most 
were  probably  innocent  but 
asked  'How  else  could  wc 
possibly  have  industrialised?'. 
His  excuse  was  that  they 
believed  in  communism.  Another 
camp  guard  was  asked  if  he  felt 
guilty?  'No,  I  don't.  Ask  anyone 
who  lived  then.  Wc  were 
brought  up  to  believe  in  it.  We 
knew  nothing  else’,  was  his 
indignant  reply. 

'The  evil 
hypocracT  of 
Workers  of  the 
World  Unite* 

What  came  across  from  the 
programme  greatest  of  all  was  the 
evil  hypocracy  of  the  Soviets  who 
professed  to  be  freeing  the  workers 
of  the  world  -  whilst  in  fact  they 
were  murdering  them  in  tens  of 
millions  for  their  advantage  And  it 
was  from  this  Russian  Soviet 
system  that  Communist  Parties 
Uiroughout  the  world  slavishly 
look  their  orders  -  even  though  the 
terror  of  the  Gulags  was  well 
known 

Today,  the  camp  guards  and 
NKVD  commanders  interviewed 
say  they  enjoy  large  stale  pensions 
No  question  of  them  being 
brought  to  justice  for  murdering 
millions  of  their  innocent  felloe- 
cthzcns 

As  wc  know  from  events  in 
Europe  only  this  year,  the 
brutalism  of  men  and  women  is 
not  confined  to  history.  So  long  as 
ideology,  money  or  personal 
aggrandisement  arc  considered 
more  important  than  human 
suffering,  there  will  always  be  a 
place  for  Gulag  camp  guards  and 
NKVD  commanders,  whatever 
they  mav  call  themselves 

Gordon  Beckwell 


Were  you  a  happy  snapper 
during  the  davs  of  Ihc  B.U  F  or 
U.M. 

During  those  times  most 
families  owned  at  least  a  Box 
Brownie  camera  for  recording 
family  holidays,  weddings 

christenings  etc  Because  of  the 
general  interest  in  pliotography  the 
use  of  the  camera  was  often 
extended  by  members  to  taking  a 
few  shots  of  meetings  and 
marches  The  F  O  M  archives 

have  over  the  years  been  the 
grateful  recipient  of  many 

photographs  taken  this  way  These 
pictures  have  filled  gaps  in  the 
collection  and  wc  arc  sull  looking 
for  more  Anything  from  a  street 
comer  meeting  to  giant  rallies,  or 
lust  a  snap  of  members  arc  being 


sought  Wc  would  only  wish  to 
borrow  vour  pictures  for  a  few 
days  in  order  to  make  a  copy  All 
originals  will  be  safely  returned 

POSTERITY 

Please  help  if  you  can  in  order  to 
safeguard  for  posterity  Ihc  story  of 
Mosley's  fight  for  justice  and 
freedom  for  the  land  lie  loved  This 
appeal  also  extends  to  Ihc  owners 
of  amateur  cine  cameras  who 
almost  bv  chance  mav  have  taken 
just  a  few  movie  pictures  of 
political  activity 

Please  write  in  the  first 
instance  In:  F.O.M.,  101  Otwell 
Court.  Pnwnell  Road,  London, 
AN  EAGER  YOUNG  MEMBER  ENSURES  A  MOVIE  FILM  RECORD  IS  F.8  4PP. 

MAPI,  or  A  TRAFLAGAR  -SQUARE  DEMONSTRATION _  I- - 
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comrade 


Donald  Newby 
1917-1999 

Born  in  his  beloved  county  of 
Suffolk,  Donald  Newby  while 
never  being  a  member  of  the 
B.U.F.  or  even  claiming  lo  be  a 
,  Mosleyite  was  a  man  with  a  great 
sense  of  fair  play  This  was  shown 
in  the  late  1930s  when  as  editor  of 
a  regional  newspaper  he  allowed 
B.U.F  Councillor,  Ronald  Creasy 
to  write  a  weekly  column  headed 
British  Union  Topics  Full  use 
was  made  of  this  generosity  to  put 
over  the  BU's  attitudes  to  the 
impending  brothers  war  Despite 
the  continued  vilificaUon  of 
Mosley's  policy  by  his  enemies 
Newbv's  friendship  remained 
unconditional. 


NEW  LABOUR 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

Today,  ot  course.  Home 

Secretary  Straw  and  other 

Ministers  are  pumng  with 

satisfaction,  since  Pinochet  made  a 

serious  mistake  in  thinking  that 
Blair  led  a  traditional  British 
Government,  coming  to  this 
country  for  medical  treatment  and 
expecting  hospitality  extended  in 
the  past  to  some  of  the  greatest 
villains  of  today. 

As  for  the  charges  against 
Pinochet,  for  instance  the  use  of 
torture,  most  of  the  member 
countries  of  the  United  Nations  ad 
a  large  number  in  Blair's 
Commonwealth  use  torture.  So  did 
the  late  Ailende  for  that  matter 
during  the  short  time  he  was 
running  Chile. 

True  there  are  a  large  number  if 
friends  and  comrades  of  Ailende 
who  'disappeared'  after  he  was 
overthrown.  An  atrocity?  How  can 
it  possibly  compare  with  the  fact 
that  one  third,  no  less,  of  the 
people  of  Tibet  have  disappeared 
since  the  Chinese  Communists 
marched  in  and  took  over  their 
country'  in  1949?  In  the  scales  of 
sheer  wickedness  how  can 
Pinochet  possibly  be  weighed 
against  the  Chinese. 

So  India  and  Pakistan  have  been 
fighting  again  They  have  been  at 
war  three  times  in  the  past  50 
years  already,  ad  now  they  are  at  it 
again  Yet  these  two  arc  supposed 
lo  be  brother-nations  in  Blair's 
precious  Commonwealth,  showing 
everyone  how  'mankind  can  live 
and  work  together  in  peace,'  blah, 
blah,  and  all  the  rest  of  that 
nauseating  humbug 

But  who  set  up  India  and 
Pakistan  as  independent  states,  to 
show  us  all  how  things  should  be 
done,  and  then  constructed  the 
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foPfWar.  first  proposal  was  the  demanding' oi 

equality,.; with  'other  nations  white  . re- . 
;  7  nounemg  alt  further  armaments  if  othei 

[nion  stand  firm  [  nation*  would  .do  the  sync.  In  other 

In  the  post-war  years  this  fair  If  only  some  of  the  national 
and  even  handed  journalist  became  papers  had  been  so  generous 
a  County  Councillor,  edited  The  with  space  the  Mosley  message 
Daily  Telegraph  Bowls  Year  book  might  have  had  a  different 
and  for  many  years  organised  outcome.  ^  ^ 

quality  antique  fairs  in  the  Eastern  ' 

Counties 


HONOUR 


Commonwealth  wherein  they 
could  dazzle  us  with  their  brilliant 
ways?  Labour  again,  more 
accurately  Prime  Minister  Attlee 
and  Mountbattcn  the  left  leaning 
Viceroy 

No  wonder  things  are  in  a  state 
and  getting  worse 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 

Dear  Sir, 

May  1  add  a  few  words  to  James 
Bryce's  article  on  Herbert 
Morrison  published  m  the  last 
edition  of  'Comrade'  For  sheer 
hypocrisy-  I  draw  vour  attention  to 
what  this  turncoat  politician  said 
on  31st  October  1939  some 
months  prior  to  becoming  Home 
Secretary  When  speaking  about 
Regulation  18B  the  catch  all 
legislation  introduced  to  gag 
Mosley's  continued  plea  for  peace 
he  said 

"...  these  regulations  give  really 
extraordinarily  sweeping 

powers  under  which,  it  seems  to  j 
me,  anybody  whom  the  Home 
Secretary  did  not  like  could  be 
hanged,  drawn  and  quartered 
almost  without  any  proper  or 
reasonable  means  of  defending 
himself  ..."  "...  I  think  that  any  j 
Minister  is  capable  of  being  j 
wicked  when  he  has  a  body  of  j 
regulations  like  this  to  i 
administer." 

These  quotes  expose  the  double 
standard  of  a  failed  politician 
prepared  to  swallow  his  own 
words  in  order  to  gain  office  in  a  j 
Churchill  led  government 
Yours  sincerely, 

George  Pullen 


MOSLEY  NOT  MAU  MAU| 
CONTINUED  FROM  PA.GEJ 
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mutilation  and  cruelty  highlighted 
in  numerous  1935  issues  of  the 
British  Union's  weekly  newspaper 
Blackshirt  In  later  years  with  his 
country  sinking  even  deeper  into 
chaos  and  famine  The  Lion  of 
Judah'  made  a  state  visit  to  Great 
Britain  To  its  honour  and  credit, 
Mosley's  Union  Movement  yet  | 
again  drew  attention  to  the 

continuing  excesses  of  this  African 
tyrant  Jomo  Kenvatta's  hands  arc 
equally  soaked  in  blood  with  over 

12000  deaths  attributed  lo  the 

Kenya  emergency  At  the  very 
least  these  proposed  blue  plaques 
should  have  red  lettering  to 
symbolise  the  blood  of  countless 
victims. 

Now  more  African  freedom 

fighters,  who  enjoyed  the  liberal 
attitude  of  this  country  during  then 
requisite  exile  years  of  plotting  are 
due  lo  be  considered  for  'blueing' 

It  seems  strange  that  the 
greatest  Englishmen  of  this 
Century,  Sir  Oswald  Mosley,  the 
Father  of  European  unity  and 
thought,  has  yet  to  be 
considered  for  a  plaque  It  does 
show'  how  far  this  country  has 
gone  down  the  road  of  political 
correctness,  recognising  every 
amoeba  like  grouping  who  treat 
these  monsters  with  respect, 
unable  to  realise  Africa  was  lost, 
thrown  away  by  the  very 
politicians  who  blatantly  abused 
tbeir  power  once  in  office  and 
suppressed  the  very  people  they 
had  set  out  to  release  from  so 
called  oppression 
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59  Sqn  RAF:  BUF 
"1 "Squad:  i/c 
Black  House  HQ: 
killed  In  act- 


_ _ |  German  convoy 

off  Dunkirk:  brother 
Andrew. BUF. RAF  killed 
flying  accident  1937: 
sister  Marjorie  BUF 
Womens  D/0: son  of  Cmdr 
R.H.Aitken  RN  Rtd:BUF. 
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HKIJNl NG , C 1  emen  t : BUF  Ad¬ 


min  Of  flcer:Parl .Cand 
Wood  Green :1  of  5  Eal 
ing  Blackshirt  broth 
ers:  died  in  /***"*W 
German  Con-  fc  1 
ceniraLion  * 

Camp  at  time  j94fwViS 
brother  GUY 
in  British 
Concentraton  Camp:31: 
Lie3  in  Cracow  Milit¬ 
ary  Cemetery.  Poland. 

17  August  1942 


HAYES.  Spr.John  Basil 
RE:  25: West  I.eedn  BUF 
Cand.  local  elections: 
desp. rider  killed  Hem- 
swell  RAF  Station  af¬ 
ter  Dunkirk  evacu¬ 
ation:  Lies  in  St  Chad 
Churchyard ,  llarpswel  1 , 
Lines.  26  July  1940 

THOMSON, Will  lam  Newby: 

RAMO:27 : Li verpool  BUF 
killed  in  action  No. 7 
Field  Dressing  Stat¬ 
ion,  Normandy:  Lies  in 
Ranville  War  Cemetery . 

17  July  1944 

WALSH,  Sgt.  Michael 
■Micky’:  RAF  VR:  156 
Sqdn:l.imehouse  BUF:23: 
killed  in  action  Brem¬ 
en  Op.  Remembered  Air 
Force  Memor ial , Runny- 
nede.  27  July  1942 


Sally  Chamberlain 

Unknown  to  most  old  comrades 
but  a  familiar  face  in  recent  years 
at  FOM  functions.  Salh 
Chamberlain  of  Bow,  East  London 
has  died 

Sally  was  of  a  Blackshirt  famih 
of  Limehousc  Branch,  as  was  ibe 
man  she  married,  John  who  come 
the  war  was  a  gunner  serving  tn 
Egypt.  Italy'  and  Palestine  He  died 
in  1981 

On  hearing  of  FOM  Salh 
immediately  associated.  As  it  hss 
been  often  said  "Once  a 
Blackshirt  always  a  Blackshirt" 


A  LAST  CALL  FOR  PEACE 


On  July  16th  1939  British  Union  held  the  largest  indoor  political  meeting  in  the  world. 
30,000  people  backed  Mosley  in  his  call  to  Government ... 


"  ...  We  have  had  enough.  Enough  we  have  had  of  alien  quarrels ,  enough  threats  of 
foreign  war ...  enough  diversion  from  what  matters  to  the  British  people ...  We  tell  you 
this ,  if  any  country  in  the  world  attacks  Britain  or  threatens  to  attack  Britain ,  then 
every  single  member  of  this  great  audience  and  of  British  Union  \yould  fight  for 
Britain „ " 

Despite  this  unique  meeting  very  little  was  reported  in  the  papers.  The  public  were 
deliberately  kept  in  ignorance.  Six  weeks  later  this  country  went  to  war  to  honour  an 
impossible  treaty  callously  negotiated  to  drag  us  into  a  brothers  war.  Despite  the  catch  all 
18B  legislation  imprisoning  over  800  British  Union  members  thousands  more  joined  the 
services  and  fought  and  died  with  honour  in  defence  of  Britain. 

We  recall  with  pride  the  final  sentences  of  Mosley's  speech  on  this  momentous  occasion 
60  years  ago 

"So  we  take  by  the  hand  these  our  children ,  to  whom  our  struggle  shall  give  back  our 
England;  with  them  we  dedicate  ourselves  again  to  the  memory  of  those  who  have 
gone  before ,  and  to  that  radiant  wonder  of  finer  and  nobler  life  that  our  victory >  shall 
bring  to  our  country.  To  the  dead  heroes  of  Britain,  in  sacred  union,  we  say:  'Like  you 
we  give  ourselves  to  England  -  across  the  ages  that  divide  us  -  across  the  glories  of 
Britain  that  unite  us  -  we  gaze  into  your  eyes  and  we  give  to  you  this  holy  vow  -  we  will 

he  true  -  To-day  -  to-morrow  -  and  for  ever  -  ENGLAND  LIVES. " 

-  Published  for  F.O.M.  By  Leslie  Chandler.  101.  Orwell  Court,  Powncll  Rond,  London.  E8  4PP 
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*Of  the  100  photographs  chosen  by  the  celebrities,  only  five  appear  twice1  writes  the  Daily 
Ttelegraph  an  the  national  ttartrait  GalLery 1 3  FALIS  OF  1HE  CTTilUKY  exhxbltJ.cn.  The  first  of  the  five 
Is  named  as  OSWALD  MOSLEY.  'Winston  Churchill*  it  adds,  ‘the  Queen,  the  Cheen  Mother  and  the 
Princess  of  teles  appear  only  once  while  Lloyd  George,  Attlee  and  Haoni  1  Ian  do  not  feature  at  all* 

Legion  d’Honneur 

PUPILS  In  the  Tillage 
of  Annoeullln  near 
Lisle  have  resisted 
pressure  to  name  their 
school  after  a  French 
or  local  dignitary  and 
instead  voted  to  name 
it  the  ECOLE  de  CAPTAIN 
ALBERT  BALL. 

A  British  hero  of  the 
First  War  and  one  of  the 
bravest  airmen  of  his 
time  who  dally  diced  with 
death  in  the  primitive 
Royal  Flying  Corps  mach¬ 
ines,  ALBERT  BALL  had 
over  40  kills  over  the 
Western  Front.  In  May 
1917,  Bge  i20,  he  met 
Baron  von  Richthofen's 
'Flying  Circus'  and 
though  not  hit  by  gunfire 
crashed  into  a  field  near 
the  French  village.  Wing 
icing  established  as  the 
probable  cause. 


Ftor  half-a-oentury  the  mod La  and  political 
Establishment  have  tried  to  write  him  out  of 
history.  In  recent  years  his  name,  his  past 
and  his  vision  have  increasingly  entered 
historical  and  political  debate  as  we  near 
the  close  of  the  20th  century,  their  attempts 
are  seen  to  have  failed,  his  presoenoe 
established.  OSWALD  MOSLEY  will  live  forever 
as  the  greatest  British  and  European  patriot 
of  his  time. 

A  VOICE  ACROSS 

THE  CENTURY 

BY  DESMOND  IRVINE 

THE  LONG  SHADOW  of  the  ary  the  media  attempted 
Second  World  War  has  to  catch  the  mood  of 
resulted  in  numerous  1939  and  show,  rightly, 


*We  shall  be  true* 


Which  were  that  Brit¬ 
ain  became  America's 
'Aircraft  carrier'  to 
maintain  their  and  the 


programmes  and  articles 
in  television  and  the 
Press.  The  general  pic¬ 
ture  is  of  politicians 
and  other  vested  inter¬ 
ests  trying  to  shore-up 
the  remnants  of  the 
Versailles  Treaty  which 
followed  World  War  1, 
and  the  problems  it 
created  to  justify 
Britain's  fateful 

blunder  into  the  1939 
war. 

In  Ills  post-war  book 
Tbe  Alternative,  Oswald 
Mosley  showed  clearly 
the  reasons  for  the  dis¬ 
aster  of  Britain's  Dec¬ 
laration  of  War  in  1939 
which  clearly  stated 
that  Great  Britain,  the 
Dominions  and  Empire 
were  at  war  with  Germany 
to  ensure  that  the  Brit¬ 
ish  heritage  would  pre¬ 
vail,  nil  to  be  achieved 
by  guaranteeing  the 
Eastern  Marches  of 
Europe. 

On  the  60th  aunivers- 


that  all  those  who  lived 
through  those  times  as 
days  of  courage  and 
endurance. 

But  at  the  end  of  that 
war  the  cost  of  those 
years  of  strife  and 
suffering  came  home  to 
roost. 

Bankruptcy  of  the 
island  Kingdom^  the  loss 
of  Empire  and  shattering 
of  the  real  ties  with 
the  Dominions.  The  Left 
at  that  time  of  course 
constantly  urged  that, 
blessed  by  providence, 
the  results  were  good. 


West's  essential  pro¬ 
tection  against  our 
wartime  'ally',  Soviet 
Russia.  The  real  aim  of 
Labour  Left  and  the 
Communist  Party  had  been 
realised.  Soviet  power 
now  dominated  and 
threatened  a  weekened 
Europe . 

The  strangest  aspect, 
of  the  war  years  is  the 
sight  of  the  formerly 
pacifist  Labour  Forty 
suddenly  becoming  part¬ 
ners  in  a  war  govern- 
Tum  to  page  2 


Not  forgotten 


At  a  time  when  chivalry 
was  still  alive,  the  Ger¬ 
mans  burled  him  with  full 
military  honours,  lie  was 
posthumously  awarded  the 
VICTORIA  CROSS  and  the 
LEGION  D'llONNEllR  having 
already  received  the  M.C. 
and  D.S.0.  and  made  a 
Freeman  of  his  native 
Nottingham  where  later 
his  statue  was  erected  in 
the  castle  grounds. 

The  Deputy  Mayor  of 
Annoeullln,  Philippe  Van- 
denberge  said  that  Capt 
Bali  embodied  everything 
the  children  admired. 
'He  was  a  young  man  who 
didn't  hesitate  to  lay 

Han  to  paga  2 


The  Millennium  and  the  Memoriam 


CLEARLY  the  Millennium 
is  big  business.  As  we 
approach  the  Big  Event 
the  Commercial  and  med¬ 
ia  hype  seems  never 
ending. 

So  as  the  last  few 
moments  of  the  Old 
Millennium  tick  away  I 
would  ask,  'What  are  we 
actually  celebrating?'. 


By  John  Christian 

Is  it  our  crumbling 
health  service  that  cart 
Ho  longer  fulfil  the 
normal  medical  needs  of 
our  |>eopie7  Or  hefhaps 
bUr  rapid  descent  ihto  a 
crime-ridden  island  where 
thlirder  snd  rape  are 
everyday  events? 

Tbm  to  page  10 
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1  *  VOICE  ACROSS  THE  CENTURY 


*from  the  cockpit  of  Flanders  and 
Picardy,  the  Idea  was  born* 


nent.  Perhaps  |  irt  the 
jtrangeness  of  khlngsi 
It  was  the  neU  beginn¬ 
ing  bf  future  'New 
Labour'  I 

The  explanations  of 
the  war  can  only  be 
found  In  the  events  be¬ 
fore  1939.  The  withold¬ 
ing  from  the  people  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of 
the  policies  of  Mosley 
and  British  Union  by 
deliberate  Press  nnd 
radio  blanket  boycott 
being  Just  one  example. 

For  the  present  gener¬ 
ation  an  examination  lias 
to  be  made  to  ascertain 
exactly  the  reality  bf 
life  in  Britain  at  that 
timet.  The  Unemployed 
figures  in  1939  stood 
officially  at  1J  million 
but  is  believed  to  have 
been  at  least  2  miHiolij 
The  legacy  of  McDonald, 
Snowden  and  Baldwin  was 
well  to  the  fore.  This 
was  deflation;  the  lack 
of  real  Investment  and 
the  collapse  of  farming. 

And  throughout  the 
Country  thousands  suff¬ 
ered  malnutrition  and 
Want; 

There  was  a  small  up¬ 
turn  in  the  economy, 
part  due  to  what  the 
Government  of  the  day 
called  rearmament  Mos¬ 
ley  ever  pointed  out 
that  old  methods  and 
ideas  were  dead,  and 
could  not  resolve  the 
economic  problems  of  J:he 
time. 

The  dead  hand  of  Fin¬ 
ance  held  bock  recovery 
and  as  Mosley  pointed 
out:  'If  such  an  attempt 
to  win  Peace  had 
succeeded  the  'democra¬ 
cies'  would  have  return¬ 
ed  to  their  ardently  de¬ 
sired  mcrcantlll8me, 
under  the  presiding 
deity  of  High  Finance'. 

In  other  words,  the 
old  purtics  had  no 
solution  to  the  problems 
caused  by  their  own  em¬ 
bedded  ways. 

Die  new  movements 
across  the  heartland  of 
F.urope  were  in  their 
audacious  and  brave 
policies,  highly  danger¬ 
ous  to  the  archaic 
trading  systems  of  the 
old  gmig  politicians. 

Die  policies  of  Hoaley 


and  British  Union  were 
the  only  reol  attempt  to 
change  the  economic  and 
political  policies  which 
had  brought  our  country 
to  the  crisis  of  1914 
and  the  following  coll¬ 
apse  by  Slump  and  mass 
unemployment . 

With  the  exception  of 
Joseph  Chamberlain's 
Imperial  Tariff  prefer¬ 
ence,  there  hod  not  been 
a  means  of  breoking  the 
noose  of  loisez-faire 
finance,  the  Imperial 
Dominions  neglected  in 
the  miscellaneous  inter¬ 
ests  of  speculation. 

In  historical  perspec¬ 
tive,  Oswald  Mosley's 
movement  was  grounded 
deep  in  the  earth  of  the 
Shires  and  in  the  severe 
upheavals  resulting  from 
the  repeal  of  the  Corn 
Laws.  In  the  past  two 
centuries,  British  Union 
was  the  only  Movement  to 
bring  the  chance  of  new 
birth  to  agriculture  and 
industry  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  These  parts  of 
Britain  were  being  de¬ 
stroyed  by  policies 
which  meant  periodical 
wars  for  markets  and 
banking  bases. 

Moaley  was  riRht 

Again  we  turn  to  Mos¬ 
ley's  The  Alternative. 
'Finance  simply  could 
not  afford  the  success 
of  the  German  experiment 
because  the  eyes  of  Its 
subject  peoples  in  the 
'Democracies'  would  have 
been  opened ' . 

In  these  days  of  fresh 
crisis  there  is  every 
reason  to  show  the  exact 
premise  that  Oswald 
Mosley  proclaimed. 

The  blether  of  lies  in 
the  media  about  Mosley, 
his  ideas  nnd  times  must 
be  shown  for  what  it  is, 
the  scripts  of  traitor¬ 
ous  and  cunning  third- 
rators  who  have  ach¬ 
ieved  seats  of  power 
and  who  are  determined 
to  extinguish  our  trad- 
ions  and  history  and  to 
belie  historical  fact. 

Let  us  again  turn  to 
The  Alternative. 

'For  the  moment,  let 
us  observe  merely  Money 
could  not  have  mobilised 
the  Mob  for  world  disas¬ 
ter,  if  /deep  subcon-. 


sclous  Instincts  had  not 
been  available  in  many 
quarters  to  produce  a 
catastrophe  which  was 
entirely  irrational. 
Britain  and  Germany  were 
complimentary  -  they  had 
nothing  in  the  world  to 
fight  about'. 

As  this  violent  20th 
century  draws  to  its 
'close  wi  i  ll  Britain  just 
a  shadow  of  its  once 
proud  self,  despite  the 
false  image  created  by 
the  'spJn-doctoring'  of 
those  at  the  seats  of 
power,  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  obvious  to 
the  new  generations  of 
thinkers  that  Mosley  was 
right. 

The  second  conflict 
with  Germany  was  in  fact 
a  second  Punic  war,  a 
civil  war  between  the 
states  of  Europa.  This 
inevitably  resulted  in 
a  general  world  war. 

As  early  as  the  1930s 
Mosley  had  grasped  that 
drif.t  to  war  was  inexor¬ 
able  and  very  difficult 

i  i  Legion  dhonneur 

down  his  life  at  the 
call  of  duty.  Diat  Is  a; 
message  we  hope  the 
school  will  send  to  the 
youth  of  Europe'. 

Dits  gesture  by  to¬ 
morrow's  generation 

breaking  out  of  that 
narrow  nationalism  which 
twice  within  our  gener¬ 
ation  almost  brought 
European  civilisation  to 
dusts  Is  to  be  applauded. 

The  future  lies  with 
casting  aside  the  vindic¬ 
tive  political  and  vested 
interests  rooted  in  past 
|  events  and  personalities 
that  continue  to  ferment 
trouble  between  the  I 
European  peoples. 


to  stop.  Me  put  forward 
a  concept  of  the  separ¬ 
ate  slates  of  Europe. 

Ills  remarkable  book, 
written  after  years  of 
imprisonment  without 
charge  or  trial  begins 
with  the  wordsj 

'We  were  divided  and 
we  were  conquered', 
closing  with  'If  the 
Fatherland  of  Europe  is 
lost,  all  is  lost. ...All 
things  are  possible  and 
all  will  be  achieved  by 
the  final  order  of  the 
Europeun' . 

His  ideas,  his  Move¬ 
ment  und  those  who 
struck  to  his  banner 
arose  from  the  cockpit 
of  Flundprs  and  Picardy 
and  that  holocaust  which 
survivors  had  believed 
that  their  sacrifice  was 
to  'end  all  wars'. 

In  Oswald  Mosley's 
'Alternative'  we  hear 
the  voices  of  those  dead 
battalions  to  the  sons 
they  begat  who  they 
never  knew  and  from 
the  agony  of  their  death 
throes  their  heort 
rendering  'Will',  their 
soaring  spirits  pro¬ 
claiming  the  birth  of 
The  Idea. 

BRITAIN  AWAKE  f 
EUROPE  AWAKE! 
EUROPE  A  NATION! 


amir,  bora 

This  SBcxxxl  edition  of 
Qnrade  No. 52  is  issued 
for  reason  of  exceptional 
production  problems  with 
de  first  editicxi  lending 
to  a  renter  of  typograph¬ 
ical  errors  oral  because  of 
national  and  international 
requests  for  copies  beyond 
our  normal  print  rrai.  This 
edition  includes  minor  | 
alterations  and  additions.  | 


•1X4111  fl42VJU4'MI  II  *T 


COMRADE 


WINDRUSH:  HISTORY 


"When  we  come  over  here  we  brought  music,  we  brought  colour,  we 
brought  dope  and  wc  brought  life  to  this  god  damned  country"  the 
message  freely  expressed  by  Johnny  Edgecombe.  one  time  street 
hustler,  lover  of  Christine  Keeler  and  convicted  gunman  was  just  one 
of  the  remarkable  statements  broadcast  in  the  television  series 
Wimdnuh. 


These  documentaries  given  a 
high  profile  and  major  funding  by 
the  B  B  C  gave  massive  publicity 
lo  every  aspect  of  West  Indian  life 
in  this  country  The  senes,  named 
after  the  cx-troopship  Empire 
Windrush.  brought  in  1948  an 
initial  500  West  Indian  immigrants 
to  this  country  It  is  generally 
acknowledged  dial  this  was  the 
start  of  the  mass  influx  of  Afro 
Cam  beans  to  our  shores 

In  episode  two  of  die  four  pan 
senes  titled  'Intolerance'  the 
commentator  states  "Discredited 
during  the  war  for  his  (Mosley's) 
support  of  Hitler  he  saw  NotUng 
Hill  as  the  chance  to  relaunch  his 
political  career" 

FACT:  In  the  lead  up  to  and 
dunng  the  first  eight  months  of 
war  Mosley  advocated  peace  with 
Germany  but  at  no  tunc  supported 
Hidcr  against  the  interests  of  this 
country  Because  of  the  British 
Unions  success  in  putting  an 
alternative  case  to  the  inevitable 
slaughter  of  millions,  the  war¬ 
monger  Churchill  had  Mosley, 
together  with  over  800  followers 
imprisoned  without  charge  or  trial 
As  for  "relaunching  his  political 
career"  this  had  been  done  with 
great  success  in  1948  with  the 
founding  of  Union  Movement  ten 
years  before  Notting  Hill  came  lo 
prominence  In  featuring  the  1958 
Notting  Hill  nots.  the  commentary 
continued  but  an  even  more 
sinister  force  was  at  work  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley’s  anti-immigrant 
Union  Movement  had  been 
campaigning  in  Notting  Hill  since 
1956" 

FACT  Mosley  had  always  had 
a  strong  presence  in  the  area  going 
back  lo  British  Union  days  with  a 
Blackshirt  branch  well  established 
in  North  Kensington  In  Union 
Movements  formative  years 
Mosley  held  regular  and  orderly 
meetings  in  Kensington  Town 
Hall  His  anti-mimigrant  policy 
was  always  one  of  fair  repatriation 
to  good  jobs  and  conditions 
created  by  buying  sugai  and 
bananas  from  ihc  West  Indies  At 
home  he  saw  exploitation  of 
immigrants  in  (lousing  by 
racketeers  such  as  Peter  Kackman 
and  an  ov  er  extension  of  services 
dial  just  could  not  cope  with  an 
influx  of  foreigners,  whatever  their 
colour 
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In  featuring  on  the  Notting  Hill 
race  nots  the  commentary 
continued  "By  July  of  1958  the 
resentment  exploited  by  Mosley 
had  turned  the  streets  of  Notting 
Hill  into  a  dangerous  place  for 
West  Indians" 

FACT  At  the  lime  the  news 
media  attempted  lo  link  Moslcv 
and  Union  Movement  to  these 
nots,  Absolutely  no  connection 
was  ever  found. 
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Looking  back.  British 
Union  shop  in  North 
Kensington  in  1937. 

MURDER 

Every  cause  needs  a  martyr  to 
exploit  and  in  the  murder  of  the 
West  Indian  Kelso  Cochrane,  in 
May  1959  an  icon  was 
manufactured.  The  commentary 
continued  "But  racial  crime  was  to1 
remain  a  threatening  feature  of  life 
in  Britain  Cochrane  was 
stabbed  to  death  by  three  Teddy 
boys  ...  It  was  Britain's  Cist 
acknowledged  race  killing"  Rudy 
Braithwaitc  who  attended  Kelso's 
funeral  stated  "They  (the  crowd) 
were  accusing  Mosley  for  it  They 
were  openly  shouting  that  tins  was 
a  Mosley  thing  ” 

At  this  point  it  is  possible  to 
address  hard  facts 
In  attempting  to  smear  Mosley 
who  had  announced  his  standing 
for  Parliament  in  the  Argyll  Hall 
on  the  6th  April  1959  the  press 
and  political  parties  were  des¬ 
perate  to  discicdit  hint,  they  had 
no  answer  lo  his  case  but 
intended  going  to  am  length  to 
achieve  their  objective  Kelso 
Cochrane  had  been  rapidly  built 
up  into  a  universal  symbol  of  the 
innocent  and  peaceful  West  Indian 
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•House  Full’  in  1956 
nails  the  lie  that 
Mosley  only  inter¬ 
vened  after  the  North 
Kensington  race  riots 
in  1958. _ 

carpenter  who  kepi  out  of  trouble 
and  whose  only  wish  was  to  marry 
and  settle  down.  Here  was  the 
perfect  vehicle  to  smear  Mosley  In 
reality  Cochrane  had  a  conviction 
for  causing  grievous  bodih  harm 
for  attacking  a  workmate  with  a 
spanner  The  knife  that  killed  him 
was  probably  his  own.  he  liked  to 
carry  one  He  lied  to  his  fiancee,  a 
coloured  nurse  vvttcn  he  said  he 
was  a  bachelor  In  fact  he  had  a 
wife.  Mrs  Kansas  Cochrane  and 
family  in  Harlem  and  was  only  in 
this  country  having  been  deported 
from  the  United  States,  five  years 
earlier.  Scotland  Yard  promptly 
issued  a  statement  (May  18(h)  that 
it  was  satisfied  "the  stabbing  has 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  with 
racial  conflict”  This  was 
endorsed  three  months  later  by  the 
coroner,  who  in  addressing  the  jury 
said  "There  does  not  appear 
from  the  evidence  you  have 
heard  to  be  anything  to  suggest 
that  it  necessarily  had  any  racial 
connotation  at  all". 


Reviewing  television 

programmes  is  not  the  usual 
remit  of  Comrade,  but  when 
highly  contentious  statements 
and  outright  lies  are  broadcast 
nbout  Sir  Oswald  Mosley,  it  is 
necessary  in  the  absence  of  the 
right  to  reply  on  television  to 
respond  in  print. 


A  packed  Argyll  Hall 
endorses  Mosley's 
nomination  as  Union 
Movement  Candidate 

for  North  Kenslngtonr 
in  the  1959  General 
Election. 

than  six  times  to  crowds 
numbering  thousands  in  Trafalgar , 
Square  together  with  meetings  all 
over  the  country  ,  including  two  in 
Kensington  Town  Hall  Later  he 
led  the  founding  of  The  National 
Party  of  Europe  whose  ideas  on 
European  Union  arc  today  s  hottest 
topic  on  the  political  agenda  The 
senes  producer  of  Windrush  was 
Trevor  Phillips,  friend  of  Blair  and 
Mandclson.  and  waiting  in  the 
wings  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Mayoralty  of  London  It  is 
indicative  of  this  documentors  that 
no  film  of  Mosley,  during  the  1959  * 
election  was  used  showing  the 
dozens  of  large  and  orderly 
meetings  However  graphic  film  of 
Mosley  in  July  1962  being  kicked 
to  the  ground  in  Ridley  Road  was 
more  acceptable  to  the  agenda, 
together  w  ith  film  shot  as  late  as 


—  —  u  : 


Dozens  of  orderly  street  meetings  were  held 
Mosley's  Election  campaign 


AFTERMATH 

In  referring  lo  Mosley's  1959 
General  Election  candidature  in 
North  Kensington,  ihc  Windrush 
commentary  continued  ‘humiliated, 
he  retired  from  politics'  This 
beggars  belief.  In  ihc  following 
two  tears.  Moslcv  spoke  no  less  • 


1968'  Such  manipulation  o! 
pictorial  content  which  we  can 
prove,  does  at  the  very  least 
question  the  veracity  of  the 
sequences  featuring  Mosley,  if 
not  the  whole  Windrush  series, 
of  w  hich  we  moke  no  comment. 
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COME  IN  AXL  591  YOUR  TIME  IS  UPl  uncle  max! 


*  »**'<»  c 


UN|0H  MOVEMENT 


REVISITED 


One  of  the  early  administrative 
problems  of  the  BUF  was 
transportation  together  with  the 
physical  elevation  of  speakers  to 
ensure  everyone  got  a  good  view 
and  could  clearly  hear  the 
message  Hie  traditional  soap  box 
soon  gave  way  to  customised 
platforms  suitable  for  street 
corners,  but  Mosley  was  attracting 
thousands  to  his  meetings 
Something  much  bigger  was 
required  The  answer  was  the 
purchase  of  five  speaker  vans  i 


tVe  know  from  1950  it  was 
parked  in  the  slip  road  at  the  back 
of  National  Mead  Quarters  at  302 
Vauxhall  Bndge  Road  Now 
beginning  to  show  its  age  it  was 
occasionally  road  taxed  and  used 
for  maior  outdoor  events 


Dear  Sir, 

I  was  particularly  interested  10 
lead  die  bncf  article  Uncle  Max 
by  Martin  Moloney,  but  I  violently 
disagree  with  Martin's  comments 
Anthony  Master's  book  I  he 
Man  Who  Was  'M'  was  pooilv 
researched  and  il  failed  to  uncover 
die  facts  lliai  -  from  1923-1927  - 
Maxwell  Knigiil  was  a  senna 
officer  in  the  llriiish  Fascist!  anil 
his  lust  wile  (inladvs  was  also  a 
prominent  mcitilHY 
The  mission  of  die  British 
Fnscisli  was  to  counter  die 
C'oinmumsl  menace  and  it  look  its 
cue  from  Mussolini  who  lied 
apparently  resolved  die  ducal  lo 
Italy 

Knight  was  die  movement'? 
intelligence  Officer  and  a  friend  ol 
William  Joyce  II  seems  liklcy  dial 
Knight  lipped  olT  Joyce  alvout  lus 
imminenl  arrest  This  caused 
Joyce's  exit  lo  (icrmany  and  led  lo 
Ins  subsequent  notoriety  as  'Lord 
Haw  Maw'  -  although  Joyce  was 
not  the  anginal  l-ord  Maw  Haw  as 
was  popularly  supposed 

There  is  no  doubt,  in  my  mind, 
that  Joyce  should  not  have  been 
found  guilty  of  treason  -  for  a 
whole  variety  of  reasons 
Nevertheless,  he  finished  up  on  the 
scaffold 

I  doubt  if  Sir  Oswald  Moslrv 
would  have  sliared  Martin's  view 
of  Knigiil  because  they  had  so 
much  in  common  and  I  have 
reason  to  hchcvc  that  they  were 


AXL  591  at  'Black 
House’  HHQ,  Chelsea 


Raven  Thomson  speaks 
for  Union  Movement 
at  British  Union's 
historic  meeting 

place  at  Victoria 
Park  Square,  Bethnal 
Green  on  October  4 


The  fleet  of  propaganda  vans  awaiting  delivery 
to  British  Union 


reputably  a  frustrated  export  order 
for  Russia  These  vans  were  an 
excellent  investment  with  at  least 
one  being  permanently  stationed 
up  North  The  remaining  four 
served  the  larger  outdoor  London 
meetings  and  loured  from 
Cornwall  to  Fast  Anglia.  Scotland 
to  live  South  Coast  often  making 
planned  stops  for  meetings  in  rural 
towns  and  villages  not  used  to 
recruiting  in  tins  revolutionary 
way  Covering  thousands  of  miles 
their  use  was  intensified  in 
Moisey's  British  Peace  Campaign 
leading  up  to  Mayday'  in  1940. 
when  the  government  banned 
street  marches  Stationary  vans 
covered  with  slogans  were 
strategically  placed  all  over 


Moreover,  os  vou  know,  the 
mcdiceralion  of  live  British 
fascists  following  Churchill's 
elevation  to  Prime  Minister  was  a 
purely  political  act  as  reward  for 
labour  support  It  was  jjone 
against  M 1 5"S  adv  ice 

Tlicsc  points  are  brought  out 
dramatically  in  my  play 
'Money penny'  wlnvli  won  second 
pn/c  in  a  play  wilting  competition 
Iasi  year  flic  play's  principal 
character  is  Joan  Miller  (wtio 
worked  for  Knigiil  m  MI5  from 
I 'MO  onwards)  and  it  challenges 
tier  version  of  events  -  which 
formed  lo  core  of  Master's  book, 
even  though  Masters  had  been 
warned  that  ha  material  was 
unreliable 

After  neadig  Martin's  article  I 
believe  it  lime  to  set  the  record 
straight  using  my  play  lo  pro¬ 
mote  further  thoughts  and  in¬ 
vestigations 

II*  VAN  HOC. .11 


AXL  591  continues  to  show  its  worth  at  a  bomb 
site  Union  Movement  meeting  in  Lewisham 


Because  of  its  old  fashion  image 
it  seems  not  to  have  been  used 
during  the  1959  election  or  uideed 
ever  again  So  vvlmt  happened  to 
if  F  O  M  research  unit  would 
dearly  like  to  know  If  by  any 
remote  chance  it  survived,  a  part 
of  living  historv  could  be  saved  for 
postcrtlv  So  where  ts  Axl  59 1 
Please,  if  anyone  knows  its  fate  let 
us  know  n  must  have  been  driven 
or  lowed  olT  somewhere. 


Ixmdon  used  to  draw  attention  to 
Mosley's  giant  outdoor  rallv  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th  Mav  in  Victoria 
Park  Square,  just  three  weeks  prior 
to  his  arrest  and  imprisonment 
Amazingly  at  Icasl  one  of  these  by 
now  veteran  vans  parked  in  a  West 
Fnd  mews  garage  survived  live 
London  blit/,  and  rehvered  was 
pressed  back  into  service  when 
Union  Movement  was  formed  in 
I94X 


The  'Daily  Worker' 
burns  on  top  of  AXL 
591  at  a  Union  Move- 
meeting  in  East 
London, 


the  Gaunter  Lhderwirld.  lb  is  a 
respected  authority  en  computer 
security  and  a  mater  of  the 
Natornl  CmyxitjT  Virus  Strategy 
Group. 
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HE  MARCHED  FOR  MOSLEY/ 


The  oflical  history  ol  llrilish  I'nion  lias  yet  lo  lie  published  Il  *is  commissioned  by  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  in  the, 
l9S0t.  Written  by  Richard  Key  m  il  Bellamy.  1  be  mariuvcn|>(  rum  lo  three  volumes  totaling  JOO.OOO  words 
plus  an  appendices  of  20.MMI  words.  Mosley  had  made  an  escellent  choke  in  appointing  Bellamy  as  ofiical 
historian,  lie  was  already  an  established  author  having  had  two  books  published  about  his  youthful  exploits  in 
New  Caledonia  prior  lo  joining  11.(1.  liuiing  those  momentous  years  he  was  promoted  to  senior  stafT  officer  in 
charge  of  Northern  II. Q.  became  a  National  Inspector  responsible  for  a  large  part  of  the  Midlands  and 
Northern  England  as  well  as  being  selected  as  R.ll.E'  parliamentary  candidate  for  Blackley,  Manchester,  In 
lie  files  of  Sanctuary  Press,  the  If  .t  >  publishing  arm,  an  aide-memoire  has  been  discovered  giving  a  first  hand 
aceuunl  of  Bellamy's  inirutlurliun  mid  years  in  the  iniivcmenl. 


In  the  spring  of  1933  I  received  | 
a  visit  in  my  Norfolk  home  from  a 
member  of  the  BlIF.  a  tall  sscil 
built,  good  looking  fclloss  in  a 
tight  filling  black  fencing-jacket 
Guctoull  was  the  first  blackshirt  I 
had  actually  seen  and  I  became 
sen  impressed  by  him 

He  explained  his  French  name 
Apparently  hts  great  grandfather 
had  fled  to  this  country  from  the 
French  Resolution  He  was 
himself  a  schoolmaster,  after 
serving  as  a  British  officer  in  the 
1 914-1 K  svar  He  had  charm, 
eloquence  and  wit:  for  an  entire 
evening  he  captivated  the  family, 
and  kept  us  from  our  beds  until  the 
early  hours  of  the  next  day 
Whereas  the  tome  of  his  words 
soon  wore  off  as  far  as  my  parents 
and  brothers  were  concerned,  in 
my  case  I  thought  on  what  he  had 
said,  the  greater  became  my 
conviction  that  Mosley  had  the 
anssters  to  the  questions  of  the 
day, 

1  was  converted  by  the  plain 
sense  of  Crucroult's  statement  that 
the  new  movement's  policy 
combined  the  patriotism  of  the 
Right  with  the  progress  and 
reforms  of  the  Left 

He  quoted  Mosley  himself  “it 
has  become  axiomatic  that  if  an 
Englishman  wishes  to  sec  hts 
country  great  and  strong,  armed  to 
defend.  and  the  imperial 
possessions  firmly  held,  he  aligns 
himself  with  those  selfish  interests 
which  arc  opposed  to  the  long 
overdue  reforms  If  on  the  other 
hand  lie  is  a  social  reformer,  it  is 
inevitable  that  Ik  should  also  be  a 
pacifist,  would  be  prepared  to  sec 
Britain  defenceless  in  an  armed 
world  he  would  let  the  Empire  fall 
apart,  and  be  ever  ready  to  lisle  >  lo 
the  subv  ersive  voice  of  Moscow  " 

Here  at  last  was  news  of  a 
movement  ready  to  put  the  Great 
back  into  Britain  and  the  selfish 
financial  interests  into  their  proper 
place,  but  which  at  the  same  time 
could  defeat  the  soulless 
materialism  or  the  Left  It  was  the  > 
message  I  had  been  waiting  for  I 
could  hesitate  no  longer.  I  joined 


I  hod  been  an  active  member  of  | 
the  British  Union  of  Fascists  for 
several  months  before  I  set  eyes 
upon  its  leader,  or  heard  htm 
speak  The  occasion  was  a  meeting 
in  an  East  Anglian  market  town, 
where  I  hod  cycled  m  company  of 
other  blackshirt  stewards  from 
outlying  villages 

I  saw  a  Util  man.  tall  and 
commanding.  deep  chested, 
brawny  and  athletic  despite  a 
slight  limp  Dark-haired  and 
handsome,  he  was  stem  at  limes 
charming  and  disarming  when  he 
smiled  Occasionally,  very  rarely .  a 
light  would  flash  in  his  eyes  II  was 
a  phenomenon  I  have  known  in  no 
other  man.  it  seemed  to  indicate 
some  inner  force  or  fire 


Although  converted  to  his  creed, 
still  had  in  niy  callowness 
imbibed  from  right-wing 
newspapers,  which  hud  denigrated 
him  in  every  way  since  he  left  the 
Conservative  party  When  I  signed 
my  enrolment  form  I  said  lo  ihc 
BUF  officer  "I’m  joining  your 
pnrtv  because  plain  sense  tells  me 
that  its  policy  is  the  right  oik.  but 
I've  yet  to  be  convinced  (hat 
Mosley  is  the  right  man  to  lead  it  " 
The  overriding  impression  that  I 
canned  away  from  that  meeting, 
however,  was  of  an  array  or  talents 
seldom  lo  be  found  in  any  one 
man  He  showed  extensive 


knowledge  aud  deep  understanding 
of  the  many  aspects  of  his  subject, 
memory  for  facts  and  figures  (fee 
he  spoke  without  notes),  the  ability 
to  simplify  any  abstruse  matters  so 
that  slow  and  bucolic  minds  could 
understand,  and  above  all  there 
remained  with  me  the  recollection 
of  his  stirring  magnetism  tn  that 
strong  voice  as  he  spoke  on  and 
on.  withoui  .strain  or  affection  in 
polished  but  unalTcctcd  prose. 

It  has  been  said  of  him  that  he 
was  the  only  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  excepting  Winston 
Churchill,  whose  speeches  were 
reported  verbatim  and  without 
alteration  in  Hansard  The 
utterance  of  other  members  of 
Parliament  had  to  be  edited, 
sometimes  dramatically,  otherwise 
the  speakers  would  have  appeared 
tn  print  as  semi -literate 

Listening  carcfullv  to  Mosley 
that  day .  and  watching  him  closely, 
conv  inced  me  that  in  joining  his 
movement  I  had  accepted  the 
leadership  of  one  of  the  most 
talented  and  portentous  figures  m 
Britain 

That  was  ui  the  late  autumn  of 
1933  Since  then,  the  world  has 
undergone  some  of  the  greatest 
upheavals  in  all  history  Among  1 
the  major  catastrophes  attending 
the  Second  World  War.  the  British 
Empire  -  which  wc  had  pledge 
ourselves  to  serve  -  has  been  swept 
awav.  or  thrown  away,  to  join  the 
empires  of  Spain,  of  Rome  and  of 
Alexander  the  Great.  The  fruits  of 
three  and  a  half  centuries  of  heroic 
endeavour  and  of  glorious 
achievement  our  priceless 
heritage,  also  our  awesome 
responsibilities,  have  been  cast 
away  by  politicians  too  weary, 
weak  or  subverted  lo  carry  on  the 
great  traditions  of  the  Pax 
Bntaunica 

Long  ago  Mosley  foretold. 

"  WITHOIT  SOME  GREAT 
SPIRITI  XL  REVIVAL, 

BRITAIN  IN  DOOMED"  for 

more  than  four  decades  he  has 
striven  unceasingly  to  implant  Utc 
seed  of  spiritual  and  national 
regeneration  Meanwhile,  our 


I  ish  Union  meeting  at 
'Manchester's  Free 
!  Trade  Hall 

country  slowly  sinks,  its  power 
ebbs,  ns  honoui  whilst  its  glory 
fades  All  that  remains  is  an 
ignoble  obsession  with  material 
gain  nnee  so  immortalised  by 
Harold  Macmillan  as  "never  had  it 
so  good" 

For  more  than  four  decades,  too. 
he  has  predicted  with  certainty  the 
inevitable  and  approaching 
collapse  of  the  existing  financial 
capitalist  system  The  day  of 
economic  reckoning  and 
widespread  rum,  also  prophesied 
long  ago  by  Earl  Marx,  may  be 
postponed  for  an  interval  bv 
improv  isations  hurriedly  concocted 
by  frightened  governments  and 
their  financial  pundits,  but  their 
supposed  panacccas  can  be  no 
more  than  stop-gaps  and 
palliatives  Nothing.  Moisey  says, 
can  pul  olT  forevci  the  end  of  the 
present  day  capitalism,  doomed  to 
destruction  by  its  own  inherent 
faults 

Whereas  Marx  offered  his 
generation  salvation  through 
communism.  Mosley  invites  his 
fellow  country  men.  and  hts  fellow 
Europeans,  to  studv  and  accept  a 
fresh  approach  to  both  spiritual 
and  mulcrial  life,  which  he  calls 
"The  New  Idea" 

I  have  followed  Mosley  for  forty 
years,  not  can  I  complain  if  the 
road  Ik  took  has  proved  rough  and 
difficult  and  long  Vet  if  mosi  of 
us  liad  lo  live  our  lives  again,  even 
with  the  fore  knowledge  of  what 
was  lo  come,  almost  all  of  us 
would  align  ourselves  once  more 
with  Mosley 

Pick  IWIIamy  died  in  IVX#  //:« 
manuscript,  completed  in  I  vr-r. 
remains  a  testament  to  m/m  so 
many  risked  all  to  IbllttM  a  man 
and  Ins  ideas 
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BOOK  REVIEW 


By  Peter  Kennedy! 

"Alarmingly  mild  coverage. 
smfTed  Philip  Hcnshcr  in  a  nxcni 
Spectator  review  of  a  new  study  of 
Riclimal  Crompton  and  the 

immemorial  'William'  books 

What  excited  Hcnshcr's 

disapproval  was  a  passage  in  one 
in  which  William  and  the  Outlaws 
chanced  upon  a  local  Blackshirt 
meeting  near  the  village  pub 

The  Outlaws  "couldn't  make  out 
much  of  what  the  speaker  was 
saying,  but  he  looked  very  noble 
and  magnificent,  perched  up  aloft 
on  his  wooden  box.  in  his  black 
shirt  shouting  and  throwing  his 
arms  about  It  made  William  and 
the  Outlaws  long  to  be  up  there 
too.  shouting  and  throwing  their 
amts  about "  As  the  Blackshirts 
drove  off  at  a  dizzy  speed. 
"William  and  the  Outlaws  watched 
wistfully  " 

Hcnshcr  clearly  finds  these 
sentiments,  indeed  the  Englishncss 
of  the  little  scene  disturbing  Yet 
while  British  Union  attracted 
violent  opposition  as  well  as  much 
enthusiastic  support,  one  is  struck, 
talking  to  old  Blackshirts,  by  how 
conventional  was  their  usual 
reception  The  normal i tv  was.  well, 
normal,  the  presence  of  the 
Movement  being  for  the  majority, 
part  of  every  day  life 

Tins  normality  is  rc-cnforccd  in 
a  fascinating  new  book  -  a  gem  of 
a  discovery  -  "Blnckshirts-on- 
Sen"  by  J  A  Booker,  a  profusely 
illustrated  historv  of  the  British 
Union  summer  camps  in  Sussex 
from  1933  to  1938  As  Mr  Booker 
remarks  in  his  introduction,  there 
is  I  for  the  prejudiced  or  mis¬ 
informed)  something  disconcerting 
about  the  photograph*  "How 
normal  most  of  the  participants 
look  No  horns  or  cloven  hooves 
arc  visible  rhcrc  arc  no  mad 
staring  eyes  Pleasant  smiles  were 
the  order  of  the  dav  " 


BLACKSHIRTS-ON 


The  chance  discovery  of  a  sixty  year  old 
photograph  album  was  the  inspiration  behind 
Blackshirts-on-Sea,  a  pictorial  and  textual  record 
of  Mosley's  Summer  camps  held  in  West  Sussex 
throughout  the  1930s.  Author  Jeremy  Booker 
makes  the  poignant  observation  that  the  people 
depicted  in  these  photographs  look  no  different 
from  anyone  else,  yet  many  of  those  pictured  were 
vilified  a  few  years  later  at  the  out  break  of  World 
War  Two,  when  almost  one  thousand  were 
imprisoned  for  believing  in  Mosley. 


"It  was,"  recalls  a  then  young 
member,  "a  very  low  cost  holiday 
organised  to  appeal  to  our  poorer 
members,  especially  from  Ivondon. 
the  northern  industrial  towns  and 
South  Wales.  who  woe 

unemploy  ed  or  on  poor  pay  “ 
"British  Union  was  an  extremely 
caring  and  social-minded 

organisation  We  not  only  claimed 
that  we  could  solve  the  problems 
of  poverty  and  unemployment 
when  we  came  to  power,  but  we 
organised  to  raise  funds  and 
actively  help  not-so-wcll-off 


"I  think  we  made  a  good 
impression  on  local  people." 
recalls  one  former  Blackshirt  "We 
mixed  with  them  as  much  as 
possible  at  local  village  fetes, 

church  sen  ices  etc  "  At  day  's  end 
it  was  often  a  village  pub  dial 
summoned  the  campers. 
Blackshirts  strolling  back  through 
leafy  lanes  to  their  bell  tents  No 
local  hostility,  no  counter- 
demonstration.  and  just  two  village 

bobbies  denied  even  the 

compensation  of  overtime  How 
alarmingly  mild  Mr  Hcnshcr  I 
While  sharing  to  the  full  the 
fundamentals  of  the  conventional 
models,  needless  to  say  the 

philosophy  of  the  camps  (Pagham 
1933.  West  Wittering.  1934. 
Pagham  again  the  following 
sununcr  ami  again  in  1936.  and 
Selsey  1937)  went  far  beyond  sun, 
sea  and  sand  To  fun.  games  and 
relaxation,  wen;  added  the 
strengthening  of  the  Blackshirt 
cause  and  ethos,  and  an  alrcadv 
powerful  camaraderie.  all 
committed  to  the  daily,  year-round 
political  struggle 


Mosley  greeted  at  the  1936  Paghaa  caap 


Lasting  lor  up  to  two  months 
and  drawing  thousands  of 
Blackshins.  Urey  shirts  and  cadets 
(Mr  Hcnshcr  will  find  several 
happy  Williams'  among  the 
Brownie-snapped  pictures),  the 
camps  provided  what  seems  to 
have  been  a  many-starred  service 
for  a  very  low  tariff  The  camp 
fund  appeals  in  'Blackshirt'  and 
'Action'  not  only  enabled  poorer 
members  to  have  a  free  holiday, 
but  financed  a  profit-generating 
operation  for  the  Movement 


Mosley  in  Action 
Press  unifora  at 
Paghaa  caap 


members  by  giving  them  food  and 
employment.  The  Camps  were  a 
genuine  attempt  by  British  Union 
to  put  into  practice  the  things  we 
preached  " 

The  classless  spirit  and 
camaraderie  of  the  Camps  as  the 
People’s  Stale  of  British  Union  in 
embryo  was  a  concept  widely  felt 
among  campers  Mosley,  who 
foresaw  the  establishment  of  many 
such  camps  in  the  coming  years, 
and  who  figures  frequently  in  these 
photographs,  certainly  lb  ■wight  so 

Another  old  Blackshirt  recalls 
those  exhilarating  days  "Instead 
of  tlic  grim,  clench-jaw  laces  vou 
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saw  al  the  meetings  and  marches, 
when  you  could  be  slashed  with  a 
ra/or  at  any  time,  everyone  was 
smiling  and  relaxed  and  happy 
"I  thought,  this  is  what  it’s  going 
to  be  like  when  M  os  lev  wins 
power  "  One  is  reminded  again  of 
how  tragically  bncf  was  the  life  of 
British  Union  For  Seises,  1937. 
the  biggest  British  Union 
organised  camp  of  all.  proved  also 
to  be  the  last.  For  the  men  and 
women  of  British  Union,  die 
summers  of  1938  and  1939  were 
to  be  spent  campaigning  for  peace 
And  the  summer  of  1940  was  to 
find  many  in  the  camps  of 


j  Campers  greet  Mosley 
|  at  Selsey  in  1937 


internment,  while  for  others  over 

the  next  few  years,  it  was  die 

prisoner  of  war  camps  of  Europe 
and  the  Far  East 

Jeremy  Booker  is  to  be  I 
commended  on  his  enterprise, 
diligence  and  an  altogether 
fascinating  narrative  which  also 
gives  an  account  of  other  BU 
camps  as  well  as  Union  Movement 
camps  of  the  late-fortics  and 
Tillies  The  numerous  remarkable 
photographs  he  has  unearthed  arc 
worth  the  price  of  die  book  alone 
These  were  ordinary  people 
doing  extraordinary  deeds  in  a 
magnificent  cause.  "The  Spirit 
Lives,  the  Best  Will  Follow." 
Here  in  words  and  pictures,  is 
something  of  that  Spirit. 


]  Mosley  in  silhouette 
j  speaking  to  campers 
at  Selsey 


lo  obtain  «  copy  of  this  book 
send  a  cheque  or  P  O  for  £ !  \ 
made  out  lo  'BROCKtNGDA  Y*  lo 
Ihe  following  address 
Brockmedai  Publications  27  Old 
Gloucester  Street.  London.  WC I N 
3XX  All  U  K  orders  arc  sent  post; 
free 


Louise  Irvine  in  1937 


The  early  30‘s  in  some  ways 
were  depressing  years,  and  yet 
at  the  same  time  years'  of  great 
ideals  and  optimism,  a  time  for 
visionary  and  courageous 
leadership  Sadly  none  of  the  old 
political  parties  could  rise  to 
this  I  was  in  Birmingham  at  the 
time  where  slum  areas  of  back- 
to-back  houses  still  existed,  a 
condition  prevalent  throughout 
Britain  It  was  the  tune  for 
government  to  make  sweeping 
reforms,  and  put  great  new 
housing  schemes  into  operation 
But  nothing  was  moving  and 
this  was  the  point  in  time  at 
which  I  accepted  the  dynamic 
policies  of  Oswald  Mosley  I 
became  a  member  of  B.U.F  in 
1936.  and  found  within  its  ranks 
a  comradeship  which  has 
become  life-long  I  also  met  my 
future  husband  here 
We  were  a  complete  cross- 
section  of  liic  community  -  men 
and  women  -  working  for  a 
belief  in  a  better  future  For  me 
1936-39  were  three  short  years 
of  exhilaration  and  hope,  shared 
with  so  mam  others  These  arc 
probably  some  readers  who 
remember  successful  meetings 
in  Aston.  Lady  wood,  the  Bull 
Ring.  Walsall  and  all  the 
surrounding  districts,  and  selling 
ACTION  in  New  St  There  were 
mam  of  us  who  devoted  all  our 
spare  lime  lo  working  for  the 
movement,  maintaining  our 
Head  Quarters,  which  was  a 
book  shop  with  offices  above 
We  saw  our  membership  grow 
With  the  passage  of  time  many 
old  comrades  sadly  arc  no 
longer  with  us.  hut  there  arc  still 


By  Louise  Irvine 

some  of  you  who  will  remember 
Stafford  Si.,  and  later  Colcshili 
St  H  Q  We  built  up  a  team  of 
forceful  speakers  and  for  the 
younger  element  lormed  a  cadet  | 
drum  corp  We  also  attended 
many  of  Oswald  Mosley  's  large  I 
meetings,  culminating  in  the  | 
great  Earls  Court  meeting  in  ] 
July  1939,  still  hoping  for  . 
peace  Then  came  the 
declaration  of  War  in  September 
1939.  and  the  setting  aside  of  I 
politics,  and  the  realisation  that 
Europe  was  to  be  tom  apart 
once  again 

The  war  years  included  I  1/2 
years  internment,  followed  in 
my  husbands  case  by  4  1/2  | 
years  military  service 
In  1 945.  after  the  death  and 
destruction  caused  by  the  war 
we  were  faced  with  a  completely 
different  world  situation,  and  a 
changing  society  In  1951  my 
husband  and  I  motored  through 
Europe  to  v  isit  an  old  friend  in 
Regensburg  in  South  West 
Germany  Every  where  there 
was  evidence  of  war  umc 
bombing,  but  also  hope  was 
returning,  a  rebuilding  was 
proceeding  at  a  furious  pace  In 
Germany  we  look  miles  of'Road 
Diversions'  where  road  re¬ 
constructions  were  going  on 
Regensburg,  a  beautiful  town  on 
tiic  Danube,  is  full  of  European 
history,  from  Roman  times 
onward  At  the  lime  of  our  visit 
it  was  m  tlic  American 
occupation  /vine  and  our  friend 
always  introduced  us  to  her 
fellow  Germans  as  'English  - 
Not  Americans''  We  were 
welcomed  with  an  extra  ordinary 
lack  of  hatred  or  bitterness  It 
was  this  trip  that  completed 
our  feeling  of  'Europeanisin' 
and  that  we  in  Britain  arc 
very  much  a  part  of  Europe. 
Oswald  Mosley  was  again 
ahead  of  his  time  in  his 
thinking  when  in  1948  he 
declared  his  concept  of 
Europe  a  Nation.  As  far  hack 
as  1936  hr  said  that  Europe 
should  be  united,  not  divided. 
His  ideas  never  stagnated, 
they  grew  and  developed,  flic 
roots  are  in  the  1930's  and 
from  there  the  strength  comes. 
Oswald  Mosley's  ideas  are 
still  progressing. 


_ Gulag  II _ 

Dear  Sir. 

The  BBC  arc  to  be 
congratulated  in  producing  a  three 
hour  epic  documentary  on  the 
infamous  Soviet  Gulag  system 
reviewed  by  Gordon  Bcckwell  in 
the  Inst  Comrade  The  more 
remarkable  aspect  of  this 
production  was  il  actually  being 
shown'  It  must  be  acknowledged 
that  in  the  west  the  gallery  of  20th 
Century  demons  suffer  a  great  deal 
of  imbalance,  with  Germany 
continually  berated  under  the  fairly 
recently  coined  generic  term 
'Holocaust'  Apologists  for  Stalin 
being  strategically  placed  m 
academia  and  the  media  arc  able  lo  | 
raise  'doubts'  about  Stalin  and  his 
reign  of  terror 

This  is  exemplified  by  the 
treatment  of  Vladimir  Brovkin,  a 
distinguished  historian  as  reported 
in  the  American  journal.  New 
Republic  Yale  University  in  ns 
ongoing  revelations  of 
Communism  senes  inv  nod 
Brovkin  lo  submit  his  ideas  lor  a 
detailed  look  at  the  history  of  the 
Gulags  Brovkin’s  proposals  ran  to 
a  seven  volume  treatment  on  the 
subject  When  tins  definitive  studs 
reached  the  elders  of  Yale,  all  bell 
broke  loose  "Excessively  anii- 
Bolshcvik"  said  one.  Gulag 
prisoners  were  sent  "in  accordance 
with  die  law  of  the  land"  said 
another.  The  advisory  group 
rejected  the  idea. 

Historians  sympathetic  to  the 
Soviet  way  of  crime  and 
punishment  prosper  in  the  west 
Those  who  seek  a  true  pcrspcctiv  e 
suffer  Communism  is  not  dead 
Il  is  still  beating  in  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  radical  circles  away  from 
the  gunfire.  Whal  sympathetic 
academics  and  media  people  fail  to 
understand  ts  that  historical  l\ . 
once  Communism  gets  the  upper 
hand  the  first  to  go  to  the  stake  are 
the  so  called  imclligcnsia 

Remember  Kalvn? 

Yours  in  Union. 

Harold  Sclway 
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The  vast  area  of  sandy  Norfolk 
hcaihland  between  Thetford  and 
ihe  Fens,  known  as  Breckland  was 
an  unforgiving  landscape  Its 
worth  a  hundred  years  ago  being 
little  more  than  a  reasonable  days 
shoot  for  rabbit  and  deer  Great 
efforts  were  made  over  the 
intervening  years  to  bring  tins 
bracken  and  rabbit  infested  land 
into  more  productive  use  by 
forcstation  and  agriculture  Careful 
husbandry  did  sustained  small 
close  knit  communities  such  as  the 
villages  of  West  Tofts,  Langford. 
Tottmgton  and  Thompson  Into 
this  fiercely  independent  area 
Lucillia  Maud  Reeve  was  bom.  out 
of  wedlock,  on  Tuesday  28th 
March  1889.  She  started  her 
working  life  as  a  domestic  servant 
Committed  to  self  education  and 
with  her  mother.  Polly's 
encouragement,  she  went  on  to 
working  her  way  through 
agricultural  college  and  at  a  very 
early  age  became  the  land  agent 
for  Lord  Walsmgham’s  Merlon 
Estate  which  covered  great  tracts 
of  Breckland,  possibly  the  first 
qualified  woman  to  hold  such  a 
post  in  the  country  Her  spirit  of 
independence  and  honesty  came  to 
the  fore  in  the  wake  of  the  First 
World  War  Traumatised  like  so 
many  others  by  the  needless 
slaughter  and  mourning  of  so 
mam  she  had  known  in  her 
childhood,  she  strongly  objected 
to  the  local  vicar’s  proposal  to 
mount  nothing  more  than  a  small 
plaque  in  the  church  to 
commemorate  the  fallen  She 
arranged  a  public  meeting  and 
managed  to  overturn  the  proposal 
calling  for  a  stone  obelisk  to 
remember  not  just  the  dead  of  the 
surrounding  tillages  but  also  the 
returnees  She  raised  the  money 
with  support  from  the  villagers, 
found  a  site  and  on  Armistice  Day 
1919  unveiled  a  lilting  memorial 
to  the  sacrifice  of  a  generation  In 
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Rcyncll  Bellamy's  unpublished 
history  of  the  B.U  F  'We  Marched 
with  Mosley''  he  recalls  Miss 
Reeve  as  "a  woman  of 
considerable  charm,  culture  and 
erudition,  witty,  hospitable  and 
very  good  company  she  was 
nicknamed  'Red  Angel'  because 
she  drove  a  scarlet  coloured  sports 
car  She  was  also  a  very  good  shot 
There  was  nothing  masculine  in 
her  make  up.  she  dressed 
fashionably  and  was  not  adverse  to 
the  company  of  attractive  and 
eligible  men"  She  never  married, 
undoubtedly  being  a  v  ictim  of  that 
generations  imbalance  between  the 
sexes  because  of  the  men  lost  on 
the  Western  Front  As  agriculture 


open  necked  shirts  -  looking  like 
farmworkers  returning  from  the 
harvest  field  -  who  were  the 
unemploy  ed  men  from  the  mines 
and  factories  of  the  North  Men 
who  should  be  making  the  farm 
implements  needed  to  restore  the 
land,  and  who  cat  meat  from  the 
Argentine  and  eggs  from  China, 
because  international  finance  must 
flourish  My  prayers  for  my  self 
were  slopped  by  a  wave  of  anger 
that  these  tilings  should  be,  and  I 
vowed  anew  that  never  should  my 
labours  for  British  Union  slacken 
until  we  had  a  restored  British 
Agriculture  and  Industry,  and  all 
men  should  be  employed  We  have 
I  the  land  and  we  have  the  men.  and 
we  must  sec  to  it  that  something  is 
done" 


m 


The  overflow  meeting 
at  Swaffham  in  1935 
which  Hiss  Reeve  had 
come  to  heckle 

declined  in  the  1930s  tenanted 
farms  on  the  Merton  Estate  fell 
vacant.  At  her  instigation  new 
enterprises  were  introduced  to 
Imake  use  of  the  land  such  as  large 
Iscalc  reanng  of  ducklings  for  the 
table  In  1935  she  noticed  an 
advertisement  for  a  Mosley 
meeting  in  the  Breckiand  town  of  [ 
Swaffham  She  decided  to  attend 
with  the  intention  of  heckling  but 
later  admitted  being  won  over  by 
the  policy  and  in  1937  was 
adopted  as  B  U  F  prospective 
parliamentary  candidate  for  South  1 
West  Norfolk  The  following  year 
she  decided  to  take  on  one  ol  the 
estate  farms  In  keeping  with  her 
pragmatic  approach  of  "making  a 
sixpence  stretch  to  half  a  crown" 
she  thought  of  wiring  off  her  land 
to  keep  out  the  all  destructive 
rabbits  He  method  was  to  twice 
plough  in  the  weeds  with  a 
covering  crop  as  a  cheap  way  to 
sustain  soil  nutrients  (surely  an 
early  example  of  the  green 
culture)  and  help  her  cash  flow 
with  a  spot  of  tourist  bed  and 
breakfast  She  thought  she  had  a 
winning  formula  Full  of 
expectations  about  her  ventures 
she  nevertheless  remained  very 
much  aware  of  the  political 
realities  of  the  lime.  Writing  in 
September  1938  issue  of  The 
Blackshirt  she  drew  attention  to 
men  "clad  in  cordurov  trousers  and 


Lucillia  Reeve  with 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  at 
the  time  she  became 
a  Parliamentary  Cand- 
date 

After  considerable  progress  over 
the  next  two  years  a  cruel  twist  of 
fate  took  a  hand  She  was  woken 
one  morning  m  May  1940  to  find 
her  farm  house  surrounded  by 
armed  police  An  all  day 
interrogation  followed  Finally 
(convinced  that  despite  her 
campaigning  for  Mosley  's  British 
Peace  campaign  she  was  not  a 
threat  to  national  security,  they  let 
her  go  That  evening  she  returned 
to  her  farm  minus  her  collie  dog 
dial  had  been  stolen  by  a  member 
of  the  armed  guard  whose  excuse 
to  her  was  because  she  was  to  be 
interned  he  would  ensure  her  dog 
found  a  good  home  She  never  saw 
her  collie  again.  By  this  time  the 
wholesale  requisition  of  land  bv 
the  nulitarv  for  manoeuvres  raised 
doubts  on  the  commercial  viability 
of  Breckland  In  June  1941  the 
blow  fell,  long  standing  Breckland 
v  illages  were  to  be  evacuated  A 
major  part  of  her  land  was 
included  The  land  she  had  so 
carefully  brought  back  into  fcrtililv 
for  crops  and  livestock  was  to  be 
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devastated.  She  retreated  to  the 
edge  of  the  newly  created  battle 
zone.  Within  months  the  deserted 
villages  were  good  target  practice 
only  the  churches  were  spared  Her 
new  'home',  a  converted  poultry 
hut  at  the  edge  of  a  field 
surrounded  by  what  she  could 
salvage  from  her  y  ard  and  bams 

Before  and  during  lire  war  she 
was  often  ostracised  for  being  a 
Mosleyilc  but  untold  kindnesses 
arc  remembered  by  people  who 
recall  her  anonymously  giving 
away  meat  and  sugar  rations  to  the 
needy  in  a  local  old  folks  home 
At  the  end  of  the  war.  the 
thought  of  deregulation  of  the  land 
and  a  chance  to  return  to  what  was 
left  of  her  home  sustained  her,  it 
was  not  to  be  After  years  of 
political  prevarication  and 
promises,  the  government  decided 
to  make  the  Stanford  Battle  area  a 
permanent  fixture  Rumour  was  to 
only  pay  compensation  at  the  pre¬ 
war  rate  Which  in  time  of  the 
1930s  recession  was  extremely 
low.  At  every  street  comer  a  spiv 
was  to  be  found  selling  goods  in 
short  supply  and  many 
'entrepreneurs'  making  a  fortune 
based  on  shortage  the  Ministry 
"thought  it  was  unseemly  for 
people  to  benefit  from  war". 
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!  Just  outside  the 
battle  area  stands 

the  monument  to  "■  r 

war  dead,  and  to 

Lucillia  Reeve 

This  was  the  final  blow.  Miss 
Reeve  had  thought  the  compensa¬ 
tion  money  based  on  current  val¬ 
ues  would  provide  a  sparse  but 
comfortable  retirement. 

Disillusioned  this  woman  of 

strong  convictions,  aged  6 1,  look 
her  own  life..  So  at  last  she  did 
return  to  her  native  village  for 
burial— within  the  Stamford  battle 


area 
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How  the  B.U.F  came  to  Geordieland 


Wf  continue  c»rly  Blackshirt  and  D-Day  paratrooper  ROBERT 
RICIIARO's  abridged  memoirs  of  Newcastle  Bl'F  Branch. 

During  the  1932-34  formative  years  he  had  replaced  full-time 
employment  with  casual  work  in  order  to  devote  more  time  to 
Movement  activities.  After  returning  from  the  Blip's  2  month  South 
West  Agricultural  Tour  in  which  a  3-strong  team  brought  Blackhirl 
policies  to  small  towns  and  villages,  he  married  and  needed  to  return 
to  full-time  work. 

This,  he  records,  reduced  his  activity  in  this  third  year,  his 
dedication  however  leading  later  to  his  appointment  to  District 
Leader. 


election  but  concentrate  on 
building  up  the  movements 
infrastructure 

The  National  Government 
upheav  al  gave  rise  to  press 
coverage  far  above  normal  Article 
after  article  and  column  upon 
column.  front  page  banner 
headlines  relating  to  one  or  the 
other  political  problems  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  else  became  the 
daily  norm 


Mosley  and  his  Blackshirts  In  the  Hayaarket 
Newcastle  In  1934 


4.  Consolidation 

The  New  Near  message  from 
NEW  District  Officer  JACK 
LYNNE  to  Newcastle  branch 
members  was  that  1935  would 
see  the  completion  of  four  years 
of  the  National  Government  and 
with  a  General  Election  in  early 
1936  expect  some  awakening 
from  the  usual  political  apathy 
of  the  public. 

"In  the  face  of  press 
misrepresentation  we  must 
continue  and  widen  our 
Blackshirt  efforts  in  1935  in 
getting  the  Mosley  Message  to 
our  people’’. 

fhe  number  of  sales  pitches  in 
the  City  centre  was  extended  by 
reducing  and  redirecting  Blackshm 
sellers  to  new  locations.  After 
several  weeks  the  practice  reverted 
to  the  original  idea  of  a  'sales  team’ 
being  allocated  a  single  pilch,  it 
being  adjudged  that  the  'team' 
made  a  greater  v  isual  impact,  and 
further,  literature  sales  reflected 
the  advantage  of  live  team  method 
New  or  more  pitches  would  only 
be  operated  when  a  constant  team 
strength  became  available,  the 
entena  being  the  capability  to 
cover  a  new  sale-point  for  a 
minimum  of  one  hour  on  Friday 
evening  and  Saturday  afternoon  or 
evening  An  effective  team  would 
require  a  'call-up'  strength  of  five 
personnel 

During  the  late  spring  of  *35.  the 
local  Young  Conservatives  issued 
a  scmi-pnvatc  challenge  to  debate 
"BUF  -  Political  Aims"  This  was 
accepted  and  a  meeting  look  place 
in  a  local  hotel  With  around  30-411 
voung  people  present  including 
Jack  Lynne  and  1/2  dozen 
uniformed  colleagues,  it  lasted 
almost  three  hours  though  as  a 
'Debate'  perhaps  questionable 

It  resulted  however  in  a  second 
invitation  from  a  group  of  Young 
Conservatives,  it  being  accepted 
with  the  condition  that  a  number  of 
them  would  attend  a  Blip  mid¬ 
week  members  meeting  The 


upshot  was  several  of  these  young 
people  enrolled  in  the  BUF  I  recall 
at  least  two  became  active 
members 

In  retrospect  this  apparent 
disaffection  within  the  local  Young 
Conservatives  is  of  interest 
because  it  coincided  with 
significant  changes  in  the 
Premiership  of  the  of  the 
multiparty  National  Government 
Prime  Minister  and  former  Labour 
Party  Leader  Ramsey 
MacDonald  resigned  on  grounds 
of  ill  health  and  Conservative 
Stanley  Baldwin  took  over  as 
Prime  Minister  who  reduced  and 
reformed  the  size  and  content  of 
his  Cabinet  to  approximately  72% 
Conservative.  I XV  Liberal  and 
10%  Labour  Baldwin  also 
announced  that  there  would  be  "No 
return  to  'Old  Party'  politics  at  the 
next  general  election" 

There  was  soon  strong  rumours, 
highlighted  nation-wide  in  the 
press,  that  he  would  not  wail  long 
before  wanting  a  change  in 
government  policy  direction  and 
would  be  seeking  a  new  mandate 
Four  months  later  lie  announced  u 
general  election  for  November 
1935 

With  the  slogan  'Fascism  Next 
Time’  Mosley  had  decided  the 
BUF  would  not  contest  the  | 


No  matter  what  the  political 
colour  of  the  newspaper  all  had 
one  thing  in  common,  reporting 
was  manipulative  rather  (lien 
objective 

In  retrospect,  an  awesome 
demonstration  of  the  'Power-of- 
the-Prcss'  equal  to  that  the 
international  'Money  Power'. 

There  was  also  a  further 
common  factor:  the  complete 
press  silence  to  anything 
relating  to  Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
and  British  Union. 

During  this  period  Newcastle 
Blackshirts  extended  to  five 
regular  sales -pictures  in  the  Cily- 
ccntrc  For  a  total  of  six  hours  ova 
Fndav  and  Saturday .  the  5  pilches 
was  manned  continuously  by  four 
uniformed  members,  a  total  of  20 
Blackshirts  selling  literature  in  the 
compact  area  at  one  time 

Come  the  General  Electron 
campaign  period  further  street 
sales  were  brought  into  operation 
Working  in  pairs  for  15  to  20 
mmulcs  at  each  point  Blackshirts 
would  lie  seen  moving  around  a 
much  vv  ider  area  Ihealre  and 
cinema  queues,  railway  and  bus 
stations  al  (leak  periods  and 
selected  street  comers  This 
supplementary  activity  took  place 
throughout  the  campaign  period, 
the  v  tsiblc  presence  of  Blackshirts 


with  placards  served  the  purpose  | 
of  keeping  the  BUF  in  the  public 
eye  and  combating  the  press 
silence. 

On  each  of  the  Saturday 
mornings  during  the  campaign 
period,  an  organised  information 
centre  took  place  in  throe  electoral 
constituencies  other  than  the 
central 

A  group  of  about  20  Blackshirts 
would  assemble  close  to  a 
suburban  shopping  area,  form  into 
a  marching  column  and  parade  for 
about  150  yards,  wheel  around  and 
march  back  ova  the  same  route 
They  then  split  into  3  or  4  small 
parlies  and  deployed  to  distribute 
literature  to  shoppers  and  leaflet 
door  to  door  nearby  streets  of 
dwellings  ultimately  returning  to 
HQ  for  debriefing  I  recall  one 
meeting  particularly  noisv.  unlike 
those  held  in  the  summa  months, 
the  Reds  and  'pacifists'  combining 
the  chant  'disarmament'  slogans 
until  heavy  rain  ended  all 
activities 

With  this  memory  comes  the 
aid  of  this  third  vear  since  the 
founding  of  the  BUF.  and  the  only 
General  Election  ui  the  brief  life  of 
the  BUF 

Nevertheless  there  was  a  high 
level  of  participation  in  the 
Election  campaign  The  turnout 
throughout  Britain  averaged  71%. 
widely  reported  as  reflecting 
apathy 

In  the  Newcastle  Central 
constituency  in  which  the  greater 
concentration  of  Blackshm 
activities  occurred.  Labour 
registered  1 1%  and  the  successful 
Conservative  22%  less  than  the 
1931  Election 

Mere  apathy  it  was  again 
suggested 

No-way  -  no-way 

The  British  Union  writing  was 
on  the  wall 

So  we  thought 

With  the  words  of  our  Leader 
Oswald  Mosley  in  our  very  being 

"When  we  began  wc  could  not 
tell  whether  it  would  take  us 
three  years  or  thirty  years  to 
make  our  Movement,  for  our 
part  wc  did  not  care  how  long  ii 
took  us.  wc  only  meant  to  do  the 
job  that  had  to  be  done". 

|  To  be  continued  I 

Since  the  Iasi  instalment  in 
i  Untruth-  No.  -16  the  author  has 
redacted,  enhanced  and  milled 
his  manuscript  lirilish  Union 
I9J2-I9J9:  ' (ieordie ' 

Recollections 

litis  is  available  lu  hona  Uae 
researchers  al  the  Department  of 
History.  Uniwrsuy  ol  Sheffield 


COMRADE 


CHARLES  ATHELSTAN 
HALL,  F.R.C.S 


Sadly  vvc  announce  the  death  of 
Charlie  Hall,  the  former  British  . 
Union  Assistant  District  Leader 
(Sales)  for  Richmond  Upon 
Thames,  on  Monday  August  9th 
1999  at  the  age  of  Rft  FOM  was 
represented  at  the  funeral 
Charlie  was  bom  in  Kingston 
Upon  Thames  and  took  his  middle 
name  from  one  of  the  seven  Saxon 
kings  crowned  in  l)ic  town.  He 
rallied  to  Mosley's  standard  in 
1935  and  soon  became  an  active 
'Division  One'  member  working 
closely  with  Paul  Mahish  Bahadar. 
the  Indian-born  District  Leader  for 
Richmond  who  was  an  actor  by 
profession  Although  Charlie 
attended  all  major  Leader  meetings 
and  marches  in  London  during  his 
period  of  service,  his  over-riding 
memory  of  this  period  was 
"standing  hour  after  hour,  week 
after  week  on  freezing  cold 
pavements  at  Heron  Court  and 
outside  the  'Orange  Grove'  pub 
selling  copies  of  Action  and  Hie 
Blackshirt.”  But  he  also  vividly 
remembered  Mosley  speaking  in  V 
Richmond  on  at  least  two 
occasions  to  audiences  that  packed 
the  Prince's  Hall 

When  interviewed  in  1990  for 
the  FOM  Sound  Archive,  he  also 
recalled  attending  a  meeting  held 
by  William  Joyce  in  neighbouring 
Kingston  The  local  Reds  decided 
to  send  in  teams  of  women 
interrupters  knowing  that 
chivalrous  male  Blackshirt 
stewards  would  be  reluctant  to 
manhandle  them  But  the  local 
branch  got  wind  of  the  manoeuvre 
and  had  their  own  women  stewards 
waiting  to  eject  the  Red 
"termagants"  from  the  Wood 
Street  Baths  Hall  with  usual 
Blackshirt  efficiency 
Charlie  Hall  was  rounded  up 
under  regulation  I  SB  in  1940  even 
though  he  had  joined  the  26th  Anti 
Aircraft  S/L  Battalion  of  the  Royal 
Engineers  to  assist  in  the  defence 


of  Britain  He  was  one  of  the 
'Budd  Bovs'  who  successfully 
gained  their  release  by  bringing  a 
legal  action  against  the  British 
Government  All  were  immediately 
re-arrested  -  except  Charlie  who 
enjoyed  several  weeks  of  freedom 
When  he  heard  that  Special 
Branch  were  looking  for  him.  lie 
boldly  presented  himself  at  Special 
Branch  Headquarters  in  Scotland 
Yard  They  asked  him  where  he 
had  been  hiding  to  which  lie 
replied  (hat  they  must  be  idiots 
because  all  that  time  he  had  been 
living  openly  next  to  Richmond 
Police  Station  where  he  was  well- 
known  His  internment  lasted 
several  years  and  much  of  that 
time  was  spent  in  the  Isle  of  Man 
In  a  war  time  I8B  detainees' 
autograph  book,  currently  in  the 
Library  of  the  Imperial  War 
Museum.  Charlie  wrote  'We 
haven't  seen  the  worst  yet 
Remember  that,  stand  together  and 
Die  Hard  for  British  Union  ' 

After  the  war.  Charlie  Hall 
joined  the  Bournemouth  branch  of 
Union  Movement  where  lie  was 
active  in  promoting  Mosley's 
policy  of  'Britain  First  in  F.uropc  a 
Nation’  lie  took  part  in  regular 
weekly  sales  of  'Union'  and  was 
present  on  the  big  1950  march 
thrdugh  the  streets  of  Salisbury  led 
by  the  UM  London  Drum  Corps 

In  the  later  years  of  his  life, 
Charlies  long  internment,  and  the 
attentions  paid  to  him  by  Special 
Branch  and  MI5.  constantly 
preyed  on  his  mind  causing  him 
(and  his  friends)  much  anxiety  He 
continued  to  maintain  a  close 
interest  in  politics  until  the  end  of 
his  life  and  enjoyed  nothing  more 
that  the  annual  reunion  with  other 
Mosley  comrades  held  outdoors  in 
the  New  Forest  There  Charlie 
would  sit  among  the  sylvan  glades 
waving  his  walking  stick  and 
putting  the  worlds  to  rights 

In  his  1990  recorded  interview. 
Charlie  spoke  about  his  early  life 
and  what  motivated  him  to  join  the 
British  Union 

‘As  a  child  during  the  First  War 
I  stayed  in  Folkestone  with  my 
aunt  as  it  was  considered  safer 
from  the  Zeppelins  than  London 
During  the  offensive  on  the 
Western  Front  you  could  hear  the 
big  guns  going  ofT  across  the 
Channel  in  France  at  Folkestone 
Then  a  few  day  s  later  the  hospital 
ships  began  arriving  in  Folkestone 
Harbour  and  the  wounded  were 
carried  off  on  stretchers  Each  one 
had  a  label  attached  to  them  I 
asked  what  they  were  and  I  was 
told  that  the  word  on  the  labels 
was  'GASSED'  It  left  a  profound 
impression  on  me.  nearly  eighty 


years  later  I  can  still  see  that 
terrible  scene.  I  didn't  want  it  iii 
happen  again,  that  was  one  of  the 
reasons  I  fought  so  hard  for  the 
Blackshirts  during  the  late  1930s 
They  were  the  only1  party  that  was 
against  anotlier  w  ar' 

Charlie  was  escorted  on  his  last 
journey  by  20  British  Legionaries 
and  Standard  Bearer  and  members 
of  the  Royal  Engineers 
Association  and  Standard  Bearer 
The  coffin  was  covered  by  the  R  I 
flag  and  a  poppy  wreath 

IAN  SOUl ER  CLARENCE 

The  Purbcck  Hills  of  Dorset 
have  lost  one  of  its  strongest 
supporters  Ian  had  until  recent 
years,  when  lie  was  crippled  with 
Parkinson's  Disease  was  with  his 
dogs  a  landmark  in  those  ancient 
English  hills  where  he  had  also  for 
many  years  organised  the 
Eidclvvciss  Survival  Group 

'The  Major'  as  he  was  popularlv 
known  by  the  young  men  who 
'suffered'  his  disciplined  courses 
was  actually  a  lieutenant  Joining 
his  father  and  grandfather's  old 
regiment,  the  Black  Watch  During 
the  last  war  lie  was  commissioned 
and  managed  a  transfer  to  the 
Parachute  Regiment  He  then  made 
an  unofficial  visit  to  SAS  HO  "ho 
accepted  him 

At  the  end  of  the  war  his  unit 
was  posted  to  Norway  to  disarm 
the  Gcmian  Army  Mountain 
Divisions  who  had  undergone  a 
fighting  retreat  through  Finland 
from  Northern  Russia  and  had 
refused  to  hand  over  their  arms  to 
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the  Norwegian  Army  Many 
Norwegian  volunteers  who  had 
fought  with  the  Germans  were 
involved  Clarence  spent  a  lot  of 
time  with  the  Mountain  Troops, 
and  reported  Ins  favourable  views 
to  HQ  which  was  not  beneficial  to 
Ins  record 

He  first  came  into  contact  with 
British  Union,  when  a  member  lent 
him  Mosley's  The  Greater 
Britain  It  was  not  however  until 
his  return  to  civilian  life  that  lie 
|oincd  Union  Movement,  and  in 
let  cut  years,  coul  inning  his  long 
admiration  of  Mosley  ,  associated 
himself  with  Friends  of  O  M  and 
was  most  distressed  that  Ins  health 
prevented  Ins  presence  at  our 
functions 

The  Major'  had  also  taught  at 
Slierbournc  School  where  he  was 
m  charge  of  the  Cadet  Force, 
recognised  as  one  of  the  countries 
top  units  Many  of  the  boys  went 
on  to  become  high  ranking  Army 
officers 

At  his  funeral  service  old  boys 
of  Sun  ival  and  Cadet  Force  were 
represented  together  with  F.O.M. 
and  it  is  believed  even  the  Special 
Branch  and  two  with  a  wreath 
from  The  Regiment'  "To  the  very 
end"  said  one  of  those  present,  "he 
was  loyal  to  his  beliefs,  a  man  who 
|  said  if  he  would  do  something 
always  kepi  his  word  An  honest 
man  and  a  gentleman" 

Although  it  had  escaped  him  in 
his  youth  his  dying  wish  was 
fufillod  .  He  was  buried  in  a 
1  BlackShirt. 


i  Millennium  and  the  Memoriam 


day  events,  and  'This 
blessed  plot,  this 
Realm,  this  England'  Is 
metaphorically  sinking 
into  the  sea  by  weight 
of  thousands  of  boRus 
asylum  seekers  whom  re¬ 
tent  history  tells  us 
will  become  permanent 
residents,  adding  to  the 
legal  and  illegal  immi¬ 
grants  who,  with  their 
descendants,  are  esti¬ 
mated  to  comprise  one- 
fifth  of  the  population 
of  our  capital  city? 

Or  how  about  the  al¬ 
most  total  demoral¬ 
isation  of  our  police 
force  by  'political 
correctness'  after  that 
dubious  Government  en¬ 
quiry  set  up  by  those 
one-time  would-be  stu¬ 
dent  rebels  who  have 
gained  the  gained  the 
seat  of  power  but  who  in 
maturity  have  little 
experience  of  the  real 


world? 

Or  the  judiciary  and 
the  British  Armed  Forces 
now  coming  under  the 
same  pressures,  the  lat¬ 
ter  who  throughout  our 
history  has  been  the 
ultimate  defence  of  our 
British  way  of  life  and 
now  being  neutered  by 
those  who  govern? 

With  all  Lhis  and 
more,  who  now  in  our 
political  system  speaks 
for  the  real  Britain? 
Who  with  honesty  and 
courage,  a  hall  mark  of 
our  Island  race,  defends 
that  British  way  of 
life  that  has  evolved 
over  a  Millennium,  that 
legacy  handed  down  by 
our  forefathers,  nour¬ 
ished  in  the  hlood  of 
hundreds  of  thousands 
British  young  men  who 
died  before  their  time 

Turn  to  page  11 
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COIMRADF 


W.J.  West 
1943-1999 
ONEOFTIIE 
UNSUNG  HEROES 

If  nothing  else.  William  John 
West  should  be  remembered  Tor 
confirming  what  had  been  long 
suspected,  (lie  underhand  methods 
used  by  government  to  check  the 
progress  of  British  Union.  For 
years  successive  governments  had 
blocked  all  avenues  or  truth  by  the 
fifty  year  rule.  Inter  reduced  to 
thirty  years  and  'weeding’,  the 
pernicious  and  purging  system  that 
to  this  day  ensures  'sensitive 
information'  is  destroyed  prior  to 
release  in  the  Public  Records 
Office  (A  recent  identified  case  is 
an  Alexander  Raven  Thomson  file 
where  over  a  dozen  pages  arc 
'missing'  ie  destroyed,  it  can  be 
presumed  leaving  a  clean  record 
without  mention  of  his  time  at 
Ml 5s  infamous  Ham  Common 
Interrogation  Unit  Fortunately  for 
Comrade  readers  Raven  did  write 
about  this  torture  centre  and  an 
article  is  being  prepared  for  a 
future  Comrade)  A  lot  of 
,  revisionist  writers  have  had  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  to  get  even  a 
hint  of  Uic  murky  side  of  Churchill 
and  his  cronies.  West  whs  ahead 
of  the  government,  lie  found  the 
BBC  Written  Archives  centre  at 
Caversham.  Here  was  an 
untouched  ..casurc  trove  ol  "• 


material  (hat  had  misscJ  official 
scrutiny  which  was  lurried  into  his 
seminal  work.  Truth  Betrayed 
Black  broadcasting,  WolkofT. 
Joyce,  the  Verdun  incident,  vetting 
of  broadcasters.  Mosley's 
projected  radio  station.  Airline, 
together  with  tlic  manipulation  of 
programmes  to  serve  the  interests 
of  tlic  Executive  Also  included 
was  Guy  Burgess  where  West 
established  moved  into  the  secret 
service  from  the  BBC 
Information  the  government 
would  like  to  have  remained 
suppressed  Whilst  tlic  book  did 
not  receive  its  due  worth  of 
exposure  it  certainly  upset  tlic 
establishment  Repressive  new 
rules  were  introduced  at  the 
Caversham  archive  by  way  of 
exorbitant  fees,  making  it  near 
impossible  for  researchers  to 
spend  the  requisite  time  and 
money  searching  tlirough  tlic 
mounlnins  of  paper.  The  P.R.O 
National  Newspaper  Library 
and  Family  Record  Centre  are 
free  to  users,  so  much  for  Nation 
Speaking  Peace  llnlo  Nation. 
West  had  bealen  the  system,  the 
cal  was  mil  of  ifie  bag.  and  for 
that  alone  wc  must  give  due 
tribute  to  an  honest  and 
courageous  ntan 
Although  now  out  of  print 
copit  i  con  sometimes  he  fount I  In 
second  hand  bookshops  Well 
worth  hunting  down 
ISRN  0-71*6-22117-0 


Dr.  William  John 
Mitchell 

1915  -  1999 


We  have  io  report  ihc  iloalli  ni 
H<l  of  llml  familiar  figure  always 
present  at  Friends  of  O  M  social 
functions.  I)r.  William  Mitchell, 
wlw  was  a  fund  of  knowledge 
gained  h\  the  experience  nf  Iris 
long  life 

From  a  medical  family 
originating  in  Scotland  -  his  fallicr. 
brother  and  sister  were  all  General 
Practioncrs  Me  trained  at  Guvs 
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World  Wars7  . 

Some  aright  think  we 
should  be  celebrating  a 
Millennium  of  all  those 
things  that  oiotllded  the 
British  character  In  Its 
long  march  to  greatness. 
But  our  decline  following 
the  last  disastrous 
war  seems  to  rule 
against  It  nov» 

Instead  this  man- made 
moment  In  time  seems 
likely  to  be  ho  more  thari 
a  special  episode  of  some 
soap  opefd  designed  for 
top  TV  rdtlrigs. 

'Farewell  to 
one  thousand 
years  of  British 
culture' 

But  perhaps  1  have  mis¬ 
understood  the  reason  for 
the  coming  celebrations. 
Perhaps  as  we  cross  that 
dividing  line  it  will  be 
time  to  'Ring  Otit  the 
old,  Ring  In  the  new'  as 
we  bid  farewell  to  one 
thousand  years  of  British 


cultlire  and  i  at  the 
same  bimei  salute  the 
dawrt  ol  Torty  Blair's  'New 
Britain'  as  we  gaze  on 
the  creation  of  a  new 
legacy  for  our  children 
and  chlldreri  yet  unborn. 

Farewell  yon  Roydl 
Thrond  bt  Kings,  yob 
Scepter  d  Isle,  yori 
PrecloUs  Stone  set  Irt  d 
Silver  Sedi  yon  itappy 
Breed  o  1  Mert.  The  future 
beckons  dd  dri  isiahd  otit- 
post  of  the  Third  World 
dedicated  to  Invisibility 
In  the  misty  hottherrt 


'Uiat  pigland  that  was 
wont  to  conquer 
others, 

(lath  irtade  a  shameful 
conquest  of  Itself, 

Ah,  would  the  scandal 
vanish  Vflth  nty 
life 

(low  happy  then  were 
my  ensuing  death  1 1 

William  Shakespeare 


Hospital  and  remained  a  CiP  all  his 
life  in  New  C  ross  and  Deptford 
where  he  was  popular  with  his 
patients,  including  (he  immigrant 
population  and  their  descendants 
That  is  apart  from  his  stint  in 
the  Armv  during  the  last  war  to 
which  lie  had  been  conscripted  as  n 
Captain  During  his  lime  slninsH.il 
at  Dnicr  a  session  in  tlic  Mess  hall 
where  toasts  were  being  made  he 
had  tire  courage  of  his  com  ict ions 
and  announced  "A  1  oast  In  Sit 
Oswald  Mosley"  It  was  tin, 
much  for  the  war  hy  steria  raised  in 
that  so-called  war  Tor  among  other 
aims  the  freedom  of  the  imliiidmil. 
nnd  he  was  comt-mnrtinllcd 
A  lover  of  music.  I)t  Mitchell 
had  made  frequent  lisils  to  lire 
Wagner  festivals  before  the  wai. 
whirl)  he  continued  post-war.  and 
hail  developed  a  liking  for  the 
German  people  nnd  realised  that  a 
brntlicts  war  between  the  two 
peoples  would  he  a  I  uti^wrnn 
1 1 nurd'  of  immnise  prnp**liim 
Providing  service  mid  dedication 
to  the  British  people  until  lie  was 
7R.  lie  even  then  continued  as  a 
locum  one  morning  a  week  It  was 
at  otic  of  his  surgeries  (lint  lie 


AS  WE  GO  TO  PRESS  we  hear 
with  deep  sorrow  the  death 
of  our  old  canrade  BGB 
ROW,  former  editor  af 
UNICN  and  ACTION  and  con- 
trlbuter  to  CQKAIE.  We 
will  ari-on  his  articles  and 
views.  A  full  tribute  will 
be  made  in  our  next  issue. 


BANGS. Lt. Jack  P.LtR/Sush- 
ex  Regt. (attchd  Glouces¬ 
ter*):  20:  killed  In  act¬ 
ion  Stflarctra^ate,  Holland: 
cna  of  threo  Brighton  Br. 
Ikrltlah  Uvl on  loot  In  In 
WW2:lles  In  Geel  Owsetery 
Belgium.  3  Smix  1 9  4  < 
DUCFNELL.Sgt.ftanald:  RAF 

(VRJrRAF  83  9qdn:24:  miss¬ 
ing  Berlin  Cp:  CroyxVxi 
British  Onion:  reerntoerod 
Air  Fbcoe  Kaaorlal,  Runny - 
aodoT  15  Itmdier  1 9tl 
CTUMES.W/0  Jotsi  HrRAFtVR) 
RAF  5tt  Sqdn:  crashed  off 
PortreathrObniwall:ane  of 
pupils  of  icytonabooB  Cty 
High  Sdil  who  Joined  U»y- 
fansbene  Br. British  Union 


bonstaie  Br. British 


Air  ftcoe  Hgsarlal.Rissiy- 
aade.  30  ttwobber  1943 
GRAWr.9gt.F.A.J- 1  RAF(VR): 
RAF  102  Sqdn:  22:  lost  on 
Humhclm  Cp . :  Rsllnq  Brit¬ 
ish  Union, editor  Br. news¬ 
letter  1939/40:  lies  Abb- 
eyvllle  Cfc— mral  Ometery 
rranoe.  6  DwWbc  1941 
KTOW.G.W. 'Jocfc' t  A/B.RN: 
loot  IMS  Repulse  off  Hsl- 
avsla:23:lljcliou3o  then 
■  Daih”!  fv 

i-povsTterol  Plymouth  Rival 
Haaarlal.tO  Oetrcfaer  lS4l 


lost  IH  Trawler  BjrtJmm 
Rover: 36 :helceafaer  Bcit> 


towestpft  tfar  HmrUl. 

5  ttavonteF  t939 


cmiglil  a  virus  fmm  n  patient  niter 
five  weeks  this  proved  loo  much 
for  Ins  aging  body 

One  would  have  thought  he  had 
life  long  immunity  from  such  bcnly 
invasion  as  Dr  Mitchell  was  one 
of  live  fiisl  thilish  doctors  to  enter 
the  German  concentration  camps 
in  1945.  the  advancing  British 
troops  held  hack  for  I  (HI  yards  as 
he  moved  among  the  typhoid  nnd 
other  disease  racked  unfortunate 
inmates  llis  experiences  and 
diagnosis  of  those  events  made 
hint  reject  totally  (lie  reasons 
perpetuated  into  fusion  In  the 
victor  nations 

llis  life  an  rsnmplr  nl  all  that 
vvns  honest  and  tine,  verv  niurli 
nrnlril  in  lorlav's  snrirtv  if  this 
land  uf  ours  is  In  survive  as  a 
people  that  nnre  led  the  world  in 
such  service.  Wc  whn  irv  and 
carry  Ibis  lurch  salute  you  Dr. 
Milrlirll 


l 


nutt.muu>  UtiUMMCI  1777 
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Tlie Spirit  Lh'es... The  Rest  NVUlFbUorr’ 


Eurooe  must  have  o  Gov¬ 
ernment  which  clearly,  de¬ 
fines  duties  In  the  areas 
that  In  a  shrinking  world 
that  one  country  cannot 
efficiently  manage  olone. 
They  must  be  men  and 
women  of  high  CBllbre 
accountable  to  the 
directly  elected  European 
Parliament,  not  failed 
nolltlcians  landed  with 

cushy  job. 

All  other  matters  should 
be  left  to  the  National 
Parliaments  and  Govern- 
ments.  A  clear  division  of 


Mm 

NEW  LABOUR  made  a  good  start  In  their  plan  to  'abandon  the  trappings  responsibilities.  No  more 
of  Empire *%  Their  plan  to  cut  the  pay  of  gardeners  who  tend  opr  War  clap  trap  about  European 

Graves  around  the  world  was  then  abandoned  following  public  outrage.  Le  ^have'  alwnys  looked 


As  if  we  of  the  last 
War  generation  could 
ever  forget. 


"TO  MDY  MOSLET,  Happy 
Birthday"  at  a  small 
lunch  party  hosted  by, 
according  to  Tatler 
Magazine  and  Dally 
Mail,  '17  veteran 
Blackshirts  from  London 
who  came  over  to  Paris 
on  Eurostar  for  her 
90th  Blrthdoy’ 

Touchd! 


By  Michael  Quill 

Has  war  been  banished 
forever?  Apart  from  United 
Nation's  Korean  War  and 
USA's  Vietnam  there  had 
only  been  minor  conflicts 
since  1945,  such  os  the 
USA  and  Tony  Blair's 
guided  missiles  and  scatt¬ 
ering  of  cluster  bombs  on 
Yugoslavia,  blowing  to 
smithereens  mainly  civil¬ 
ians.  There  were  no  Brit¬ 
ish  casualties,  no  one 
inconvenienced,  and  our 
politicians  could  play  at 
being  'warlords'. 

But  only  fools  will 
look  at  the  larger  world 
and  be  unaware  of  the  po¬ 
tential  dangers.  Thousands 
Bre  dying  in  armed  strugg¬ 
le  and  civil  wars  as  never 
before  and  tin-pot  dic¬ 
tators  have  developed,  or 
nearly  so,  atomic  weapons. 
Globalisation,  the  'In' 
name  for  international 
finance  dominated  'free 
trade'.  Is  driving  more 
and  more  countries  into' 
starvation  and  despair. 


Such  situations  have 
always  led  to  major  wars. 
The  great  Roman  Empire  was 
brought  down  by  revolt  of 
Its  slaves. 

In  this  powder-keg 
situation  a  Europe  united 
la  essential  for  our  sur¬ 
vival.  Resulting  from  that 
last  disastrous  war, 
fought  In  total  negation 
of  British  interests,  we 
no  longer  control  one 
quarter  of  the  globe,  or 
'rule  the  waves'.  Neither 
cnn  wc  and  our  European 
brother  States  rely  In 
perpetuity  on  American 
armed  might  which  with  its 
own  internal  problems 
might  not  In  the  future  be 
forthcomi ng . 

We  do  not  mean  the 
shambles  of  Europe  we  have 
today,  run  by  20  'clapped- 
out'  'deadbeat'  and  often 
corrupt  politicians,  fail¬ 
ed  In  their  own  country 
and  now  running  Europe. 
The  Commission  has  no 
real  duties  to  perform  so 
they  Interfere  In  every¬ 
thing.  The  Devil  always 
finds  work  for  idle  hands. 


after  these  without  ihe 
aid  of  millionaire  lawyers 
making  their  fortunes.  No 
more  having  to  change  our 
ways  for  no  good  reason. 
(And  this  goes  also  for 
our  own  home  grown  'polit¬ 
ically  correct'  polltic- 
lons  legislating  to  de¬ 
stroy  our  traditions  and 
culture. ) 

'Let  we  former 
European  tribes 
unite' 

Let  the  diversity  of 
the  Europeans  be  the 
strength  of  Europe  a 
Nation.  Let  we  former 
warring  European  tribes 
unite  in  Mosley's  'Ex¬ 
tension  of  Patriotism'. 
Together  we  Europeans  in 
ever  striving  for  higher 
forms  can  build  the 
greatest  civilisation  the 
world  has  ever  seen. 

ns  Mosley  ended  his 
'The  Alternative':  "All 
things  nre  now  possible; 
and  all  will  be  achiev¬ 
ed  by  the  final  order  of 
the  European". 
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<THE1R  CREED  was  not  just  a  political  progranme, . . . it  was  a  way  of  living  and  interpreting 
the  conditions  of  their  experience. . .These  men  and  women  did  not  merely  wear  a  Blackshirt. 

They  became  Blackshirts f 


Concluding  thesis  Becoming  DLackslilrta;  Ideology,  Culture,  and  the  British  Union  of  Fascists.  1932-1940, 

1998  by  Michael  Spurr,  BA  (Hons),  Monash  University,  Australia. 


ROBERT  ROW 


ROBERT  ROW.  83,  editor  of 
Union  then  Action,  died 
of ter  a  minor  operation  no 
the  last  COMRADE  went  to 
press,  as  we  briefly  re¬ 
ported  . 

Bob,  as  he  was  uni¬ 
versally  known,  joined 
the  Lancaster  Branch 
of  BUF  in  1934  at  IT 
and  7  weeks  later  had  - 
letter  published  in  The 
Blackshirt,  a  portent  of 
what  was  later  to  be¬ 
come  his  life  work  with 
Union  Movement's  press. 
Ills  District  Leader  was 
BHJ_  Eaton,  one  of  the  few 
awarded  the  Movements  Gold 
Distinction  for  service. 
It  was  to  be  a  lasting 
family  relationship 
thiough  thick  and  thin. 

The  young  Bob  threw  him¬ 
self  into  Blackshirt  act¬ 
ivity  which  In  those  early 
days  attracted  violence 
from  the  Red  mobs,  provid¬ 
ing  they  outnumbered  the 
Blackshirts!  One  of  Bob's 
stories  in  later  life  was 
that  "every  time  1  went 
out  to  a  march  or  meeting, 
my  mother  said:  'make  sure 
you  hnve  clean  under¬ 
clothes.  You  might  end  up 
in  hospital'"! 

Come  the  war,  he  and  his 
hero  Bill  Eaton,  were 
lolled,  not  because  of 
disloyalty,  but  to  silence 
their  voice  opposing  the 
war,  a  legal  activity  en¬ 
shrined  in  British  his¬ 
tory.  As  Bob  has  written: 
"There  was  no  charge  or 
trial.  Banana  republic 
justice  replaced  these. 
Trinl  by  Jury  was 
sernpped.  So  was  Habeas 
Corpus.  So  much  for  the 
honour  of  British  pol- 
i t  irians" . 

Released  later  in  the 
war  he  joined  the  Army  and 
sow  service  In  Palestine 
when  in  1946  Jewish  ter¬ 
rorists  were  attacking  the 


One  of  those 
Blackshirts 


The  younger  Bob  Row.  second  right,  with  Black¬ 
shirt  comrades  in  Peel  Concentration  Camp.  Isle 
of  Man  in  1942 


An  older  Bob  speaking 
at  the  1996  Mosley 
Centenary  Dinner 


British  Administration. 
This  included  the  blowing 
up  of  King  David's  Hotel 
with  the  death  of  many 
British  soldiers  and  the 
hanging  of  kidnapped  Brit¬ 
ish  sergeants  in  an  orange 
grove,  the  very  men  who 
had  defeated  the  Jewish 
arch  enemy,  Adolf  Hitler 
in  a  bloody  war. 

Released  from  the  Army, 
Boh  became  an  agricultural 
labourer  in  Surrey  and 
started  to  send  articles 
to  Union  which  editor 
Raven  Thomson  recognised 
of  their  quality  and  pub¬ 
lished.  He  was  so  im¬ 
pressed  that  in  the  early 
1950s  he  asked  Bob  to  be¬ 
come  his  deputy,  ensuring 
his  future  role  in  the 
Mosley  story.  With  Raven's 
death  in  1955,  Boh  became 
editor  which  lasted  until 
the  closure  of  Sanctuary 
Press  in  1992. 

He  remained  dedicated  to 
his  beliefs  inspired  by 
Mosley  In  the  1930s  and 
his  continuation  of 


thought,  not  only  to  Ills 
Lender's  death,  but  in  bis 
interpretation  afterwards, 
and  produced  articles  for 
COMRADE  which  we  shall 
miss. 

Tills  obltunry  cannot 
fully  evaluate  his  influ¬ 
ence  on  projecting 
Mosley's  thought  nnd  his 
part  in  it.  We  were  for¬ 
tunate  for  his  contri¬ 
bution  to  COMRADE  48  in 
1998  when  he  was  persuaded 
to  write  his  Testnment  of 
Faith  -  he  was  opposed  to 
personal  publicity. 

So  long  Bob  old  comrade. 
We  miss  your  thoughts  of 
the  past,  present  and  fut¬ 
ure.  But  they  will  live 
on,  and  if  Britain  is  to 
survive  by  renaissance, 
will  play  their  part  and 
be  recognised  for  their 
worth. 


Mlclinel  Quill  writes 
I  first  met  Bob  in  the 
mid-1950s  when  engnged  in 
my  primary  interest  of 
nnti-commiinist  resenrch 
nnd  learned  a  lot  from 
him.  My  deep  respect  for 
his  intellect,  knowledge, 
modesty  and  unslmkeable 
loyalty  Rrew  over  the 
years.  In  my  view  he  was 
the  ablest  editor  of 
ACTION  In  Its  long  history 
nnd  a  powerful  Journalist 
who  deserved  access  to  the 
wider  media.  Totally  ded¬ 
icated,  in  addition  to 
getting  the  paper  out',  he 
produced  wepk  nfter  week, 
extensive  memorandum  di¬ 
rectly  for  Mosley,  with 
creative  suggestions  of 


BATTERED  BUT 
UNBOWED 


BOB  AFTER  ATTACK  by  20- 
odd  Jewish  Yellow  Star 
group  thugs  on  Union 
Movement  offices  in 
1963.  Three  other  stnff 
were  in|ured,  two  hos¬ 
pitalised.  Premises 
were  extensively 
damaged.  Six  men  were 
eventually  tried  at  Old 
Bailey  hut  received 
paltry  fines. 

Shortly  after,  Boh 
received  further 
Injuries  when  nttneked 
In  his  suburban  street 
on  returning  from 
office.  Four  men  came 
out  of  the  trees  to 
'finish  him  off',  lie 
received  further 
injuries  before  the 
thugs  made  a  hasty 
retreat.  Did  they 
really  think  he  could 
be  silenced? 

He  was  n  Blackshirt. 


his  own.  Mosley  once  said: 
'lie  is  the  only  man  who 
hns  observed  my  economic 
thinking'.  Bob  would  go 
out  of  Ills  way  to  help 
enquirers  with  rare  in¬ 
formation,  whether  cutt¬ 
ings  patiently  pasted  on 
to  paper  or  private 
letters  faultlessly  typed 
in  his  distinctive  style. 
Ills  prudltlon  ranged  from 
patriotic  poetry  to 
Ancient  Greece. 

My  affection  only  In¬ 
creased  whenever  he  tact¬ 
fully  terminated  my  time- 
wasting  gossip,  cheer¬ 
fully  to  resume  his  off¬ 
ice  labours,  and  even 
more  when  1  learned  how  he 
survived,  a  I  belt  shyly, 
several  undeserved  person¬ 
al  vicissitudes.  . 
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I  WAS  AN  EAST  LONDON 
BLACKSHIRT 


I ROBERT  ROW 

Rob  never  saw  his  life¬ 
long  dream  come  true,  but 
If  there  Is  a  heaven, 
he'll  certainly  be  there¬ 
with  that  friendly  nod, 
shi  rtsleeves  and  -type¬ 
writer,  and  the  eternal 
milk  and  crackers. 

From  USA,  Bill  Eaton, 
sou  of  Bob's  District 
leader  writes:  Bob  was  a 
great  walker  and  I  recoil 
that  when  he  returned  on 
holiday  I  was  with  him  and 
my  father  tramping  " the 
lake  District  hills*  and 
although  I  emigrated  I 
kept  in  touch  through  the 
years.  His  mother  told  me 
that  his  father  worked  for 
the  well  known  Waring  and 
01 1  low  .  and  was  sent 
to  Cuba  to  decorate  the 
House  of  Assembly.  Bob  she 
said  won  a  national  essay 
writing  competition  when  a 
schoolboy  -  the  first  In¬ 
dication  of  his  writing 
talents. 

later  he  worked  for  a  well 
known  lancashlre  firm  but 
was  fired  for  his  politi¬ 
cal  activities.® 

And  John  Christian: 

Bob  Row  was  not  only  a 
romrade  in  rtosiey's  cru¬ 
sade.  He  was  also  ay 
f  r i end . 

I  first  met  him  when  he 
became  deputy  editor  to 
Rnven  Thomson.  My  wife  and 
I  'pul  him  up'  for  some 
months  while  he  was  find¬ 
ing  accommodation.  In  the 
next  few  ypars  we  main¬ 
tained  the  relationship  by 
frequently  having  him  to 
dinner  after  which,  with 
much  discussion,  we  fin¬ 
ished  off  a  bottle  of 
Scotch  1 

The  years  went  by  and 
advancing  years  required 
nlmost  total  devotion 
to  my  professional  life. 
Boh  also  retreated  into 
a  'shell'.  He  had 
organised  his  life  into 
a  disciplined  regime 

In  which  evening  dinners 
were  'out'  and  he  seemed 
to  exist  on  a  tomato,  o 
piece  of  cheese,  a  cream 
cracker  and  a  tablet  of 
Vitamin  C,  the  latter  of 
which  lie  became  on  expo-' 
nent I  We  still  hod  tele¬ 
phone  talks  and  occasion-, 
ally  I  railed  at  his 
of  f  ice  and  spent  an  hour 
in  discussion,  with  not  a 
bottle  of  Scotch  In  sight, 
but  endless  coffees  and 
Infernal  weedsl 

With  cue  death  of 
Sanctuary  Press  Secretary 
Jeffrey  Hamm  In  1992, 
Bob's  role  became 
untenable  and  I  was 


given  the  unpleasant  Job 
of  winding  up  the  Company, 
howbelt  with  Bob's  agree¬ 
ment  as  a  Director. 

1  was  In  fact  greatly 
disturbed  for  Bob,  the 
office  had  become  for  him 
his  'home',  for  years 
arriving  at  7  am  and  leav¬ 
ing  nt  7  pm.  However  he 
adjusted  to  his  new  life, 
even  though  he  said  'My 
room  in  nmoller  than  my 
cell  at  Walton  Gaol'. 

In  the  countdown  of  both 
our  years  we  met  nt 
Intervals  at  my  flaL  for 
the  odd  mid-day  hours  with 
a  coffee.  Bob  having  for¬ 
saken  the  infernal  weed, 
and  the  Scotch  Just  a  rel¬ 
ic  of  the  past  I 

When  my  wife  died  3 
years  ago,  I  did  not  an¬ 
ticipate  his  presence  at 
the  funeral  because  I  knew 
he  disliked  such  occas¬ 
ions.  But  there  he  was, 
clutching  a  small  bunch  of 
flowers  bought  on  his  way, 
with  the  words  of  'she 
always  spoke  her  mind'. 
Before  I  had  time  to 
speak  to  him  he  was  gone, 

I  received  his  Inst 
letter  written  the  dny 
before  he  died.  It  arrived 
with  his  landlord's  letter 
Informing  me  of  the  event. 
Something  of  a  shock  but 
It  was  right  that  1  should 
suffer  it.  Perhaps  because 
we  were  fellow  Lan¬ 
castrians  we  understood 
each  other,  but  above  that 
was  that  Rreat  union  of 
Mosley's  men  who  In  their 
youth  hud  challenged  Ihe 
forces  of  corruption  and 
decay . 

Ana  so,  several  old  and 
not  so  old  comrades  who 
had  known  him  for  many 
years,  gathered  at  his 
interment  to  bid  him  fare¬ 
well,  accompanied  by  his 
niece  from  the  North  who 
later  wrote:  "We  took  his 
ashes  up  to  a  point  where 
he  and  his  brothers  fre¬ 
quently  cycled  when  young, 
with  lovely  views  of  Lan¬ 
caster  and  the  coast ,  and 
returned  him  to  his  native 
soil". 

Farewell?  Not  entirely 
true  because  Bob  Row 

lives  on  Just  as  Mosley 
Alves  and  perhaps  this 
dcrllie  will  live  on.  Out 
lives  we  claim  remain  un¬ 
tainted  by  me  aecaoence 

of  most  of  the  20th 
Century.  We  will  be 

remembered  by  those  who 

follow.  We  ask  nothing 
more. 


»n~  WQn  HAVE  HAlYTMfD  10  KOI 

10^3 ,  edited  and  rep«iblisl»*l  by 
Bill  Eaton.  Ibtails  next  issue. 


says  Fred  Bailey 

MY  FATHER  was  a  Black¬ 
shirt  in  the  1930s.  As  a 
young  boy  I  listened  to 
wtiiit  he  Bn  id  nnd  often 
went  to  Blackshirt  meet¬ 
ings  with  him.  Wliqn  1  be¬ 
came  of  age  I  Joined  the 
Movement,  deciding  that 
Mosley  was  a  man  of  vision 
who  knew  what  wr.s  wrong 
with  Britain  and  had  the 
ideas  to  put  things  right. 
He  went  onto  the  streets 
to  resell  the  people  and 
tell  them  for  what  he 
stood,  lie  was  a  man  who 
always  led  from  the  front. 

What  were  his  policies 
that  attracted  so  many 
people  from  the  whole  pol¬ 
itical  spectrum  and  from 
so  many  different  walks  of 
life? 

lie  said  we  should  con¬ 
centrate  on  trade  with  the 
Fiiip  Ire  and  keep  out  of 
foreign  quarrels.  'Britain 
First'  and  'Mind  Britain's 
Buslnesa'.  'The  War  on 
Wont  Is  the  War  wc  Wnnt' 

As  It  became  obvious 
that  there  were  strong 
forces  bent  on  a  war  with 
Germany,  lie  tried  nt  meet¬ 
ings  throughout  Britain  to 
oppose  this  policy  for  he 
knew  It  would  have  disast¬ 
rous  results  for  Britain. 
Win  or  loose.  It  would 
mean  the  end  of  Britain  ns 
o  great  power.  It  would 
cost  untold  lives  and  the 
loss  of  Empire,  and  went 
on  saying  It  at  every 
opportunity.  When,  despite 
his  warnings  Britain  went 
to  war  even  If  not  ready 
for  It,  and  the  Germans 
had  chased  us  out  of 
France,  he  then  declared 
that  If  the  Germans  put  a 
foot  on  British  9oll,  we 
would  fight  to  the  last 
man.  For  mason  of  his 
opposition  to  the  policy 
of  wnr  with  Germany,  de¬ 
spite  his  patriotism  in 
declaring  unity  In  fight¬ 
ing  nuy  lnvnoer  of  British 
soil,  caused  by  our  poli¬ 
ticians  inadequacies  he 
was  made  the  scapegoat, 
nnd  Imprisoned  for  three 
years  without  charge  or 
trial,  for  that  reason 
alone  and  no  other. 

Who  today  can  deny  he 
was  right  7 

As  he  predicted,  after 
the  war  we  lost  our  Emp¬ 
ire.  But  he  didn't  live  In 
the  past  nnd  looked  for 
another  way  abend  and 
formulated  the  policy  and 
rnmo  bnck  to  thp  streets 


with  Europe  a  Nation.  The 
establishment ami  press 
derided  him  and  snid  Ills 
policy  would  never  work, 
which  Is  true  with  today's 
politicians  of  low  calibre 
trying  to  Implement  a 
great  concept  which  they 
cannot  feel  or  know  noth¬ 
ing  about.  Many  of  them 
nevertheless  read  his 
works  on  a  United  Europe, 
ngree  but  have  not  the 
Integrity  to  acknowledge 
the  source. 

Other  serious  issues  em¬ 
erged  after  the  War  which 
Mosley  had  the  courage  nnd 
Intellect  to  nddress.  With 
our  Fmplre  Rone  nnd  our 
trading  with  them  decreas¬ 
ed,  the  economies  of  many 
former  partners  were 
brought  to  a  standstill. 
Jamaica  was  the  first  to 
suffer  when  the  labour 
Government  signed  a  trade 
(met  with  USA  to  buy  alum¬ 
inium  ore,  sugar  nnd  fruit 
from  the  American  'colon¬ 
ies'.  Tills  enused  a  mass 
limitl  grnt  Ion  of  unemployed 
Jnmn  leans  to  come  here 
seeking  work.  One  cannot 
blame  them  but  it  caused  a 
lot  of  social  problems 
that  exist  to  this  dny. 

Mosley  once  ngnln  faced 
the  Issue  with  n  policy 
that  would  have  given  the 
Immigrants  a  fair  deal  In 
their  own  countries,  and 
our  people  in  ours.  He 
contested  the  General 
Election  In  North  Kensing¬ 
ton  with  a  policy  of  re¬ 
suming  trade  with  our 
late  Empire.  He  clearly 
stated  that  wc  do  not 
attack  people  for  what 
they  were  born,  but  for 
wlit  they  do  If  against 

Turn  to  page  8 


t  is  true  that  most 


are  working  longer  hours  to  achieve  it  and  nearly  a  third  of  the  World's 


are  starving. 

A.  Crusade  for  the  21st  Century 


"THE  IDEA  is  no  longer 
the  martyred  form  of  the 
oppressed,  but  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  n  higher 
form.  Mon  nre  beginning 
not  to  look  down,  but  to 
look  up.  And  it  is  pre¬ 
cisely  «t  this  point 
that  a  new  way  of  polit¬ 
ical  thinking  can  give  a 
definite  shape  to  what 
many  are  beginning  to 
feel  Is  a  new  urge  of 
humanity.  It  becomes  an 
impulse  of  nature  it¬ 
self  directly  man  is 
free  from  the  stifling 
oppression  of  dire  prim¬ 
itive  need." 

Thus  wrote  OSWAI.D 
MOSLEY  In  "My  Life".  Ills 
thoughts  have  a  relevance 
todny.  Communism  has  been 
shown  as  a  self-defeating 
system  only  workable  by 
tyranny  and  slave  labour 
ending  In  poverty  wher¬ 
ever  it  was  tried.  Fasc¬ 
ism,  born  oui  of  the  hol- 
ornust  of  World  War  1, 
with  Its  'a  plague  on 
both  your  houses', 
succumbed  to  that  strange 
partnership  of  Communist 
tyranny  and  the  old  demo¬ 
cratic  order  that  had 
shown  to  he  lncnpnble  of 
solving  the  problem  of 
those  times,  poverty  In 
the  age  of  plenty. 

Today,  all  political 
pat  lies  embrace  the  19th 
Century  creed  of  'market 
forces'  designed  for  an 
age  of  poverty,  which  de¬ 
stroys  all  values  In  an 
age  of  plenty.  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Blair  leads  in 
chasing  the  wlll-of-t.he- 
wlsp,  the  illusion  of  a 
'Global  Economy',  and  the 
churches  seem  unable  to 
piovlde  moral  guidance  as 
they  Join  forces  with  the 
'political  correct'. 

"The  Ideal  of  creating 
ii  higher  form  on  earth" 
MOSLEY  continued,  "con 
now  rise  before  men  with 
the  power  of  a  spiritual 
purpose,  which  is  not 
simply  a  philosophic 
abstraction  but  a  com¬ 
plete  expression  of  a 
deep  human  desire.  All 
men  want  their  children 
to  live  better  tlmn  they 
have  lived.  Just  as  they 
tried  by  their  own  exer¬ 
tions  to  lift  themselves 
beyond  the  level  of  their 


TO  BUILD  a  financial 
and  economic  system  to 
serve  the  needs  of  the  people 


millers  whose  affection 
and  sacrifice  often  gave 
them  the  chonce  to  do  It. 
Tills  Is  the  right  and 
natural  urge  in  mankind, 
and  when  fully  understood 
becomes  a  spiritual 
purpose. " 

In  his  book,  "Europe, 
Faith  and  Plan"  he  wiote: 
"To  believe  that  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  life  Is  a  move¬ 
ment  fiom  lower  to  hlRltcr 
forms  Is  to  record  oil  ob 
servuble  fact.  If  wc  re¬ 
ject  that  fact,  we  io|ecl 
every  finding  of  modern 
science,  os  well  as  the 
evidence  of  our  own  eyes 
...It  is  necessary  to  be  - 
11 eve  ihot  this  Is  the 
purpose  of  life,  because 
wc  can  observe  that  this 
Is  the  way  the  world 
works,  whether  we  believe 
In  Divine  purpose  or  not. 
And  once  we  believe  that 
this  Is  the  way  the  world 
voi  ks  and  deduce  from  a 
long  record  that  Is  the 
only  way  It  can  work, 
this  becomes  o  purpose 
because  It  Is  the  only 
means  by  which  the  world 
is  likely  to  work  in  the 
future.  If  the  purpose 
falls  the  world  falls." 

Under  the  policy  of 
market  forces'  and  'glo- 
m»x  economy’,  advances  In 
science  are  used  to  boost 
profits  for  capitalism. 
Even  medical  discoveries 

are  patented  and  charged 
at  ridiculous  prices.  The 
talk  now  Is  of  'designer 
babies'  and  a  prolonged 
life  span,  but  only  for 
the  very  rich,  those  out¬ 
side  kept  quite  with  the 
modern  version  of  the 
Romnn  circus  with  a  prom¬ 
ised  200  TV  channels. 

There  ore  many  chall¬ 
enges  still  not  met.  The 
pollution  by  petrol 
engines  that  Is 

destroying  our  planet, 
an  Ideal  target  for 

any  government  to  make 

on  electric  or  solar 

power  car.  Definitely 
possible,  why  is  it  not 
done’  Ask  Tony’9  mate  the 
Chairman  of  BP  Oil.  There 
are  mnny  estates  in  the 


North  Enat  that  nre  be¬ 
yond  redemption,  so  bad¬ 
ly  run-down  and  the  area 
economically  deprived  say 
the  Housing  Corporation. 
The  destruction  of  our 
heavy  Industries  that 
sustained  the  areas  did 
not  happen  overnight.  Why 
was  it  allowed  to  happen? 
Ask  our  Tony  -  he  Is  MP 
for  one  of  the  areas.  The 
Housing  Corporation's 
solution  Is  to  demolish 
the  estates  and  scatter 
the  people  elsewhere.  All 
111  the  name  of  market 
forces. 

Dlalr  tells  of  more  now 
in  work.  How  many  nre 
mothers  forced  bark  to 
work  by  Government  to  get 
them  off  benefit,  their 
small  children  deprived 
of  her  attention  when 
they  need  It  most?  And 
she,  collecting  child 
from  minder  on  way  home, 
too  exhausted  to  other 
than  sit  child  before  TV 
to  keep  It  quite  while 
she  puts  the  pre-packed 
so-called  'reody  meal'  in 
the  oven. 

Ilils  Is  life  for  mnny 
under  'mnrket  forces1/ 
global  economy.  The  North 
today,  Midlands  tomorrow 
snd  even  their  pet  South- 
East  will  catch  a  cold 
when  the  foreign  owned 
banks  decide  to  move  from 
London. 

The  Giallenge  for  the 
21st  Century  generation 
Is  to  seek  and  proclaim 
the  fulth  that  can  In¬ 
spire  the  British  and 
European  peoples.  Some  of 
the  economic  disasters 
created  by  world  'market 
forces'  have  been  indi¬ 
cated  and  they  will  In¬ 
tensify.  An  ominous  sign 
is  the  thousands  of  econ¬ 
omic  migrants,  posing  as 
asylum  seekers,  flooding 
into  Britain  and  mainland 
Europe,  victims  of  the 
glolisl  market  forces. 
Trying  to  find  a  better 
way  of  life,  poor  devils, 
and  we  fuel  for  them 
though  It  ennuot  go  on 
though  the  politicians 
seem  unable  or  unwilling 


Mosley  still  shows 
the  way _ 


to  solve  the  problem. 

Britain  and  Europe  must 
make  ready  to  defend  nil 
that  is  best  in  our  West¬ 
ern  anil  Christian  tradi¬ 
tions.  Brit n I n  cun  no 
luiiKut  do  it  alone. 

At  present  their  does 
not  seem  to  lie  a  military 
lineal  from  Russia  or 
China.  A  danger  lor  which 
we  should  prepare  is  a 
militant  Islam.  The  start 
of  the  2nd  Millennium 
saw  Europe  fighting  to 
eject  Islamic  Invaders 
from  Europe  In  bloody 
conflict,  their  hordes 
reaching  the  gates  of 
Vienm!  before  driven  out. 
Todny  Islam  Is  entering 
Europe  In  huge  numbers, 
not  ns  an  Army,  but  ns 
intgrnuts.  When  establish¬ 
ed  they  call  for  Muslim 
schools,  political  repre¬ 
sentation,  and  when  large 
enough  they  demand  a  Mus¬ 
lim  state.  Remember  Bos¬ 
nia  and  Kosova. 

So  apart  from  the  down 
in  our  standard  of  life 
which  must  surely  come, 
we  must  become  aware  of 
the  threat  to  our  Western 
and  Christian  heritage. 
Once  again  wo  turn  to 

comb  I ne 
within  himself  tills  san¬ 
ity  and  this  dynamism 
becomes  thereby  n  higher 
form,... it  Is  n  personal 
Ideal  for  which  all  can 
live,  n  purpose  In  life." 


Oswald  Mosley. . . 
"lie  who  can 


So  with  this  new  Cen¬ 
tury,  wc,  the  'old  guard1 
survivors  who  atrode  with 
Mos  1  ey  in  Ills  long  march, 
hand  on  the  torch  to  r, 
new  generotlon  that  must 
find  the  loltli,  mils t  find 
Fhe  will,  to  ensure  that 
the  struggle  goes  on  am! 
tiint  Britain  Shall  Live. 
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Gordon  Bcckwell  on  JOHN  BECKETT 


JOHN  BECKETT  was  a 
loose  cannon,  always  a 
bit  over  the  top.  He 
was  the  MP  who  stole 
The  Mace  In  the  House 
of  Commons  as  a  protest 
and  on  another  occasion 
had  to  be  frog  marched 
out  of  the  Chamber  by 
attendants. 

But  Ills  heart  wna  In 
the  right  place,  nt  least 
In  those  early  years,  lie 
was  outraged  by  the 
hunger  and  malnutrition 
then  prevailing  among  the 
British  working  class  anil 
the  deprivation  in  which 
they  were  eipccted  tc 
bring  up  their  children. 
So  he  Joined  the 
Independent  1 -a hour  Party, 
the radical  ginger  group 
affiliated  to  the  Labour 
Party  and  become  one  of 
Us  Ml's. 

At  first  he  was  full  of 
admiration  tor  Ills  fellow 
ll.l’ers  like  Jimmy  Maiton, 
John  Wheatley  and  John 
McGovern  (whose  nephew  we 
remember  in  Union  Move¬ 
ment).  Even  now  they  stand 
out  like  giants  among 
pygmies  In  the  history  of 
the  Labour  Movement  but 
after  a  while  he  became 
disillusioned  with  them: 
loose  cannon  syndrome  be¬ 
gan  to  take  effect.  After 
careering  about  for  a 
while  causing  untold  dam¬ 
age,  he  left  the  ILP. 

Ills  next  stop  was  Tlie 
Blackshirts  whom  iie 
(oined  in  i934.  He  was  a 
powerful  writer  and  a 
moving  orator  and  one  of 
the  best  speakers  after 
Honley.  lie  also  worked 
tirelessly  mid  courage¬ 
ously  for  the  cause  lie 
wits  supporting  at  the 
)  lime  so  it  is  no  surprise 
I  hut  be  noon  became 
Br  i tlah  Union' a  Ed  1 tor- 
In  Chief  of  oil  publlcn- 
tionn. 

But  after  a  couple  of 
years  he  fel  I  under  the 
npe 1 1  o  f  Will lam  Joyce 
Hie  loose  Connon  began  to 
rniecr  about  once  more: 
he  would  criticise  top  Oil 
officers  like  Francls- 
llawklns,  Donovan  oud 
Kn  yen  Thomson  behind 
l heir  backs,  colled 
Mosley  'the  nieeder'  and 
tiisnheyed  his  Instruct¬ 
ions  In  Ills  absence. 

Ihe  true  circumstances 
of  the  departure  of 
Beckett  ond  Joyce  from 
Biittsh  Union  have  only 
recently  come  to  light 


and  are  not  found  in  this 
hook . 

A  former  East  London 
Blackshirt  has  told  of 
their  visit  to  East  Lon¬ 
don  branches  when  both 
were  on  NHQ  staff  but  had 
been  told  their  paid  po¬ 
sition  would  have  to  go. 
They  thought  their  stand¬ 
ing  in  East  London  was 
sufficient  to  persuade 
several  of  the  big 
branches  to  defect  to 
their  soon-to-be-formed 
National  Socialist  League 
thereby  providing  a  ready 
made  mass  membership.  The 
East  Enders  would  have 
none  of  it  and  reported 
them  to  NHQ.  Mosley  had 
no  option  and  he  expelled 
them. 

So  once  again  Beckett 
went  charging  off, 
this  time  into  the 
National  Socialist  League 
of  his  latest  hero7 
William  Joyce.  But  within 
a  year  the  Loose  Cannon 
was  on  the  move  again. 
He  turned  against  Joyce, 
whose  NSI.  hardly  got 
off  the  ground.  Beckett 
appears  to  have  suddenly 
noticed  that  Joyce  had 
progressed  into  a 
paranoid  anti-semite. 
Why  he  had  taken  so 
long  is  surprising 
specially  as  Beckett 
himself  was  of  Jewish 
I  extraction,  a  truth 
discovered  by  his  son 
during  the  research 
for  this  book. 

Hie  next  atop  on 
Bechet  t '  a  rood  to  ituwhete 
was  to  form  the  British 
Peoples  Party.  Toose 
Cannon  Syndrome  was  not 
an  option  here  mainly  be¬ 
cause  he  seems  to 
have  been  the  only  active 
member  except  for  tho 
Duke  of  Bedford.  As  Lhe 
finite  was  jiayrol  1  lug 
the  BPP  and  providing 
him  .  with 

accommodation,  he  could 
not  afford  to  fall  out 
with  him.  Beckett  knew 
he  had  made  so  many 
enemies  that  he  was 
unemployable  anywhere 

else. 

Hie  recently  published 
Tlie  Rebel  who  loat  hja 
('-mine"  (London  House ,  I  20 
ISBN  I  902809  04  1)  Is, 
like  all  good  biographies 
an  interesting  study  of 
human  nature.  It  is 
written  by  John's  Bon 
Francis  Beckett,  one  time 


JOHN  BECKETT 


President  of  the  National 
Union  of  Journallata.  who 
stands  somewhere  on  the 
left  of  politics  between 
the  Hard  Lefties  and  Lhe 
lllnlr  Softies.  Although 
he  comes  down 

relentlessly  on  Ills 
father's  'political  In¬ 
correctness'  ho  still 
clearly  admires  many 
other  aspects  of  his 
life. 

Right  nt  the  beginning 
of  the  book  the  author 
states:  'Tlie  Friends  of 
Pawn  Id  Mosley. . . have 

nlnn  helped  me  In  every 
wny  they  enn.  In  the  full 
knowledge  that  they  were 
going  to  dislike  pretty 
well  everything  I  wrote 
and  1  thank  them  sin¬ 
cerely  for  it.' 

Actually,  not  every¬ 
thing:  only  the  fact  that 
while  Francis  treats 
with  caution  his  father's 
famous  Invective  directed 
against  almost  everyone 
lie  worked  with,  he 
accepts  at  face  vnlue 
everything  he  wrote  crit¬ 
icising  Mosley.  It  Is  a 
common  human  lolling  that 
we  are  always  willing  to, 
believe  anything  bad 
about  someone  we  don't 
like  -  and  Francis  Beck¬ 
ett  certainly  dislikes 
Mosley.  But  it  is  hardly 
helpful  at  arriving  at 
historical  truth. 

II  anyone  doubts  John 
Beckett's  cspaclty  for 
vlt  riot ,  let  me  quote 
some  of  the  dencrlptlons 
of  Hosier  la  the  book: 
'on  extravagance  of 
nbuse',  'things 
...clouded  His  Judgement 
with  so  much  anger  that 
lie  mu  Id  not  sec',  'news¬ 
papers  already  knew  thot 
John  Beckett  was  gener- 
nTTy  good  for  an  outra- 
gous  quote',  'he  spoke 
with  unrelieved  denunc¬ 
iation',  'lie  wns  contemp¬ 


tuous',  'John's  -sun  l 
pungent  and  unrestrained 
language',  'lie  hnd  a  tal¬ 
ent  for  turning  a  sen¬ 
tence,  even  If  it 
was  most  often  used 
for  Invective',  and 
that  his  'brain  hnd 
been  scorched  and 
distorted  by  linte' . 

Clearly,  no  objective 
aut hoi  should  take  John 
Beckett's  descriptions  of 
Hosier.  written  only  a 
year  after  his  acrimo¬ 
nious  split  with  British 
Union  and  repeated  ITT 
this  book,  os  automati¬ 
cally  correct.  Certainly, 
the  always  angry,  bully¬ 
ing  and  deceitful  diame¬ 
ter  portrayed  la  not 
bow  wo  who  worked  with 
Mosley  remember  him.  He 
drove  his  officials  hard 
and  was  always  immensely 
charming,  always  inspir¬ 
ing  in  a  positive  way  and 
intensely  loyal  to  his 
colleagues  within  the 
Movement.  Tlie  author  even 
criticises  him  for  call¬ 
ing  Blackshirt  officers 
by  their  surnames.  Though 
strange  now,  this  wus  the 
convention  at  Lhe  time 
and  generally  used  by  the 
'rank  and  file'. 

Another  'fact*  in  the 
hook  ‘hat  njeds  answering 
is  the  author's  claim 
that  Hosier  planned  to 
Met  up  a  'pro-German 
radio  station'.  The  whole 
point  of  the  Air  Time 
project,  which  foundered 
with  the  Declaration  of 
War,  was  that  it  would 
broadcast  only  pnpular 
music  (like  Radio  Lux¬ 
emburg)  bringing  in 
advertising  revenue  to 
fund  the  Movement.  If 
it  had  broadcast  'pro- 
German*  or  even  'pro- 
Brltlsh  Union*  propa¬ 
ganda,  the  advertisers 
would  have  avoided  lt'-aiid 
the  Project  a  failure. 

The  description  of 
John  Beckett's  final 
years  show  the  full  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  decline,  lie 
scratched  a  living  by 
publishing  market  inform¬ 
ation  designed  to  help 
speculators  in  stocks  and 
shares  to  grow  richer. 

So  ends  the  story  of 
the  man  who  in  the  1920- 
30s  was  an  outspoken 
champion  of  the  British 
working  class 

If  only  Anger  Manage¬ 
ment  Courses  at  the 
Priory  Clinic  hud  been 
available  during  the 
inter  war  years,  it 
might  have  been  a 
different  story. 
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Jan  Dailey's  DIANA  MOSLEY:  A  Life 

Review  of  Reviews 

..and  DOUGLAS  BflOEB  Re-invented 

writes  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 
"Douglas  Bader  undertaking  an  extreme¬ 
ly  dangerous  flight  behind  enemy 
lines  in  order  to  drop  a  pair  of  arti¬ 
ficial  legs  to  Rudel"  writes  JAN 
DALLEY ,  the  Poet  Laureate's  wife. 

German  flying  hero  HANS-ULRIC11  RUDEL 
lost  a  leg  on  Russian  Front  in  1945. 

Legless  British  Flying  hero  DOUGLAS 
BADER  had  been  a  POW  in  Germany  for  most  of  the 
war!  The  true  story  is  described  by  'JOHNNTE'- 
JOHNSON  in  his  book  Wing  Leader. 

"We  didn't  accept  the  Luftwaffe's  sporting  and  ev¬ 
en  chivalrous  offer",  safe  conduct  to  drop  BADER  a 
spare  set  of  legs.,  but  would  be  dropped  on  a  normal 
daylight  bombing  raid.  "We  provided  escort. . .Heavy 
flak  bracketed  the  bombers  when  the  parcel  was 
dropped. . .our  new  wing  leader  spoke  distinctly  over 
the  radio  so  that  the  enemy  would  intercept  and 
understand  his  message:  'We  have  dropped  Wing  Conxn- 
ander  Bader's  spare  legs.  I  say  again  we  have 
dropped  Wing  Commander  Bader's  spare  legs  10  miles 
south-west  of  St.Omer'". 

A. N. WILSON’S  view  of  the  book  justified? 


I  FIRST  saw  a  mention  of 
Jan  C&lley's  hook  when 
journalist  A.E.WTL90N 
wrote  in  the  Daily  'Dale- 
graph  that  it  was  so  full 
of  errors  that  it  did  not 
merit  a  sericxis  review, 
and  he  did  not  do  so. 

So  I  thought  1  would 
save  £20  and  checked  10 
reviews  ft  on  the  main 
Journals.  What  at  once 
struck  me  was  however  mls- 
tnFes  the  book  may  contain 
the  reviewers  certainly 
had  a  field  day.  Every 
silly  tale  that  has  been 
propagated  about  Mosley's 
Blackshirts  was  given 
another  airing. 

One  thing  for  sure,  none 
of  the  reviewers  had 
nny  idea  what  life  was 
like  In  the  30s,  most 
I  assume  were  not  even 
horn..  If  they  were  they 
certn^nty  know  nothtng 
nbour  life  in  London, 
Manchester,  Birmingham 
or  any  of  the  big  British 
cities.  The  Idea  that 
hlg  brawny  Blackshirts 
were  strutting  about 
looking  for  people  to 
beat  up  is  the  fairy 
tnle  background  they  all 
seemed  to  adopt.  In  fact 
people  rallied  to  Mosley 
were  mainly  from  that 
third  of  Britain's  popu¬ 
lation  described  by  John 
Boyd  Orr  in  a  1936  report 
as  being  under-nourished 
through  poverty,  my  family 
for  example.  Our  regular 
Friday  dinner  was  a  two¬ 
penny  Foster  Clarke's 
tomato  soup  cube  and  a 
pound  of  potatoes  costing 
n  penny-halfpenny,  for 
mother  and  five  children. 
When  Saturday  came  with 
the  wages  we  could  eat 
again.  Perhaps,  one  day 
these  so  clever  Journal¬ 
ists  will  think  a  little 
,  before  they  parrot  off  the 
I  rubbish  they  have  read  in 
the  newspapers.  After  all, 
tltey  write  them  now! 

Back  to  the  reviews.  It 
,  In  hard  to  know  where  to 
start.  Perhaps  the  most 
stupid  and  uncalled  for 
rematk  are  those  that  say 
Diana  Mosley  is  'evil', 
'psychopath'  and  'ruth¬ 
less',  Just  some  of  the 
labels  they  try  to  pin  on 
her.  I  have  known  Lady 
Mosley  through  occasion¬ 
ally  meeting  her  for  about 
50  years,  and  always  found 
her  a  kindly,  courteous 
lady.  What  answers  their 
rubbish  so  completely  is 
when  she  meets  those 
Indies  who  shared  her  Im¬ 
prisonment  during  the  war, 
and  observe  the  great  aff¬ 
ection  between  them.  One 
cannot  spend  over  three 
years  closely  with  someone 
nnd  not  find  out  if  they 


were  'evil'.  It  is  also 
evident  with  others  that 
meet  her  and  have  known 
her  for  many  years. 

On  what  do  these  review¬ 
ers  base  their  statements? 

What  seems  to  upset  them 
most  Is  that  Diana  Mosley 
had  described  Hitler  when 
she  first  met  him  in  1934 
as  being  'humorous  and  a 
good  mimic'.  That  was  Im¬ 
pression  and  she  has  not, 
and  Indeed  could  not, 
change  what  she  thought 
then.  They  then  bring  In 
'what  about  the  holocaust' 
and  imply  she  should  not 
say  anything  nice  about 
Hitler. 

Many  famous  people  went 
to  meet  Hitler  at  that 
time  and  said  for  more 
fulsome  things  than  Diana 
Mosley.  Should  we  all 
change  our  opinions  be¬ 
cause  of  the  'holocaust'? 

Another  big  lie  they  re¬ 
peat  yet  again  is  that  of 
money  given  by  Hitler  and 
Mussolini  to  Mosley.  The 
main  people  are  all  dead 
so  we  can't  ask  them7  What' 
facts  are  known?  A  found¬ 
ing  member  of  the  BUF  was 
W.  E.  I).  Al  len  who  has  been 
shown  to  io  have  been  a 

Ml 6  agent.  Indeed  a  senior 
one.  In  1933  Hajor  I’.G. 
Taylor  (actually  James 

HcGui rk-llugliea)  Joined  the 
HtlF  offering  to  work  for 
nothing  as  he  had  a  good 

pension  from  Ml  5  from 

which  he  had  Just  retired. 
Ho  was  later,  la  the  first 
few  months  of  the  war,  Lo 


he  still  attached  to 
thnt  service  as  nn  agent 
provocateur.  Both  these 
men  were  close  to  the 
top  of  the  BUF  yet  not 
n  shred  of  evidence 
of  the  cash  from  abroad 
was  ever  produced  at  the 
time  of  wartime  18  de¬ 
tention.  Such  evidence 
would  have  been  a  Godsense 
to  the  Government  to  the 
day. 

Incidentally,  Hi  1 1 

Allen  was  the  main 
advocate  to  try  and  get 
a  commercial  radio  station 
in  llel  1  golnml ,  a  Mosley 
project  that  without 
the  war  would  hove  funded 
the  BUF. 

When  the  BUF  published 
Its  1938  accounts,  cert¬ 
ified  by  a  major  Chartered 
Accountant  company,  there 
was  no  si gn„  of  foreign 
money  coming  t<J  the  BUF. 

When  in  1947  Mosley  pub¬ 
lished  his  first  hook  af¬ 
ter  the  War,  the  Home  Sec¬ 
retary,  Chuter  Edc 
announced  that  a  letter 
from  Count  Crandl ,  pre-war 
Ambassador  to Britain,  to 
Mussolini  showing  tltnt 
money  had  been  sent  to 
Mosley.  Mosley  Immedi¬ 
ately  invited  the  Home 
Secretary  to  make 

the  statement  outside 

the  privilege  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  No 
such  statement  or  any¬ 
thing  more  was  said. 
Crandl  was  not  Inter¬ 
viewed.  All  the  investi¬ 
gative  Journalists  must 
hove  been  having  a  day 


off. 

After  the  death  of 
Mosley  lo  and  behold, 
David  Irving  found  in 
Rome  an  t  tientlc.nl  letter 
to  thnt  quoted  in  1947. 
Perhaps  the  Italians 
file  everything  in  dupli¬ 
cate  or  perhaps  Chuter  Ede 
after  reading  It  out  In 
the  House  kindly  popped  it 
back  where  he  found  it  I 

I  wns  in  Rome  the  week 
after  the  US  Army  'll ber¬ 
ated'  whnt  hud  been  de¬ 
clared  Bn  open  City.  It 
was  swarming  with  men  in 
Ill-fitting  uniforms  em¬ 
blazoned  with  the  word 
AMGOT.  They  were  searching 
the  offices  of  the  Italian 
Government  thnt  had  by 
then  left  the  City.  The 
letter  or  nny  other  evi¬ 
dence  eppnrently  wns  not 
then  found. 

Back  to  the  Reviews.  Two 
did  fairly  report  Mosley's 
instruction  to  his  members 
to  fight  for  Britain  what¬ 
ever  they  thought  of  the 
politicians.  They  all  did 
mention  mention  Major  Tom 
Mltford,  Diana  Mosley  *s 
brother  and  member  of  BUF; 
but  not  that  he  was  killed 
in  action  in  the  army  In 
Burma. 

Stupidities  abound.  One 
review  claims  that  at  an 
'untl-fascist'  Labour  Pnr- 
ty  meeting  in  Hyde  Pork 
ended  with  the  singing  of 
the  National  Anthem,  the 
one  song  tabourl  never 

sang.  They  preferred  the 
Red  Flag. 

They  also  dragged  'rac¬ 
ism'  into  the  stfory. 

They  do  not  wish  to 
understand,  ns  regards 

Mosley,  that  a  political 

leader  is  right  to  attack 
those  putting  their  own^ 
interests  before  their 
country's  interests.  If 
it  is  an  Individual  or  a 
whole  group  you  attack 
them.  Aneurin  Be van  called 
the  Tory  Party  'lower  than 
vermin'  nnd  the  Tories  has 
said  Imrsh  things  about 
Labour.  When  before  the 
Inst  war  the  international 
Jewish  community,  with  few 
exceptions,  agitated  for 

war  with  Germany,  Mosley 
was  right  to  attack  them 
for  putting  their  own  int¬ 
erests  before  those  of  the 
country  in  which  they 
resided.  One  recalls  the 
headlines  nf  the  Hally  Ex¬ 
press  In  March  1933,  when 
Hitler  had  only  been  in 
power  several  weeks:  ' Jud- 
en  Declares  War  on  Cer- 


many  . 

Jews  of  all 

the 

World 

Unite.  Boycott 

of 

German 

goods' .  The 

text 

continued:  'Tlic  whole 

of 

Israel 

throughout 

the 

World 

is  uniting  to 

de- 

j’urn  to  page  8 
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READERS  of  giHRADE  may 
lm»c  had  their  Interest 
nroused  as  nine  was,  by 
tl»e  story  of  OLIVE  HAWKS 
nnd  her  remarkable  no»el 
about  East  l.ondon  in  the 
I  'I'M  W ,  Wltnl  Hope  for 
Green  Street,  published 
r>n  mid  years  ago.  (Com¬ 
rade  49  and  50) 

Long  out  of  print  and 
not  easy  to  come  by,  I  was 
fortunately  able  to  borr¬ 
ow  It  and  before  I  Imd 
rend  several  pages  I  real¬ 
ised  tliat  she  was  an  ex- 
epr tonally  gifted  writer 
who  knew  East  London  and 
Its  people  well  and  was 
able  to  describe  it  vivid¬ 
ly  and  sympathetically. 

Many  writers  have  had  a 
love  affair  with  London 
and  Its  river.  From  Edmund 
Spencer  to  Dickens  to 
T.S.Elliot,  to  nnme  just  a 
few.  Elliot's  Waste  Land 
Is  per  hops  t  he  gieatesl 
poem  of  20th  Century,  full 
of  nostalgia  for  the 
Thames. ... 

Tlie  river  sweats 

01 1  and  Tar 

The  barges 

With  the  turning  tide 
And  the  resonance  of  the 
familiar  place  names  - 
Greenwich  Reach  and  the 
Isle  of  Dogs. 

I  feel  it  not  out  of 
pirn  e  to  mention  Olive 
Hawks  in  this  context, 
along  with  those  disting¬ 
uished  writers  because 
her  understanding  of  the 
place  and  people  resulted 
In  the  production  of  a 
little  masterpiece  of  its 
genre. 

Fur  the  Sturt,  she  takes 
us  straight  into  Green 
Street.  Into  the  home  of 
the  Smith  family,  whose 
eldest  daughter,  Millie, 
Is  getting  married  to  her 
boss,  the  manager  of  the 
laundry  where  she  works. 

Later  it  becomes  clear 
she  has  bought  comfort  and 
security  at  the  expense  of 
happiness.  sisters 

deni  with  challenges  of 
work,  sex  and  marriage  In 
tltelr  various  ways.  As  do 
her  brothers,  one  tempted 
Into  crime,  the  other  em¬ 
bracing  an  Idealism  which 
conflicts  with  his  con¬ 
science  and  forces  him  to 
n  less  well  pnld  Job. 

Towering  over  the  lives 
of  ordinary  people  in  the 
IMTOs  were  the  twin 
spectres  of  unemployment 
and  lark  of  available  con¬ 
traception,  the  latter 
even  n  blight  on  legiti¬ 
mate  relationships,  where 
another  pregnancy  meant 
another  mouth  to  feed  when 
t  here  whs  not  enough  to  go 
round.  Those  who  remember 


Return  to  Green  Street 

and  a  Tribute  to  Olive  Hawks 


those  times  will  know  this 
Is  no  exaggeration .  The 
book  is  however  not  all 
gloom  and  doom  despite  Its 
realism,  and  their  ore 
hilarious  moments,  such  ns 
the  Smith  family's  delib¬ 
erate  over  acting  to  shock 
two  well-heeled  visitors 
who  expect  the  worst  of 
Green  Street. 

The  author  succeeds  In 
getting  right  inside  her 
characters,  male  and  fe¬ 
male,  nnd  the  head  of  fam¬ 
ily  thoroughly  believable. 
"Farver  works  at  Smith- 
field"  which  at  least  en¬ 
sures  the  family  gels  a 
good  joint  on  Sundays.  In 
a  touching  soliloquv  he 


rambles  on  about  the 
trenches  In  World  War  1 
nnd  longing  to  be  bnck  in 
Green  Street,  where  there 
was  n  pint  of  bitter  and 
the  armchair  'e  knew.  Good 
old  East  London,  Jellied 
eels  and  trams  and  n  place 
of  dinner  at  home,  .lust  as 
the  hook  opens  with  the 
family  together  at  a  wedd¬ 
ing.  so  It  ends  with  fam¬ 
ily  united  by  'Farvcrs' 
funeral.  These  were  U  lie 
real  East  Enders,  not 
those  of  u  TV  series. 

When  out  ot  curiosity,  1 
went  lit  search  of  Green 
Street,  I  did  not  ex|iect 
that  which  the  author 
would  liuve  known.  My  worst 


AS  IT  WAS 

GREEN  SIREKI  Bethnnl  Green  was  the  henrtlnnd  of 
British  Union  In  the  late  193Gb.  In  It  wns  situated 
N/W  Bethnal  Creen  Branch  IK)  and  the  area  reverber¬ 
ated  with  passionate  support.  Poor,  deprived  and 
forgotten  by  the  political  parties  who  settled  for 
their  plight  os  a  fact  of  life,  the  people  neverthe¬ 
less,  amazingly,  retained  their  pure  sense  of  Brit¬ 
ishness,  nnd  Mosley  gave  them  hope.  A  sense  of 
'Merry  England'  dominated  Bethnnl  Creen,  Shoreditch 
nnd  Limehouse.  The  Inst  wnr  brought  ft  to  an  end 
with  its  people  largely  dispersed,  the  area  later 
populated  by  those  of  a  different  breed.  But  the 
Green  Street  spirit  lingers  on  and  enn  still  he 
sensed  In  the  air  by  those  looking  for  it.  Which 
includes  not  our  political  correct  establishment. 

They  disregard  it  at  peril  for  It  Is  nn  essential 
for  Britain's  survival  in  the  violent  World  which 
now  exists.  JC 


DAYS  OF  HOPE 


HAOJMkl  songs  in  Saturday 
nigfrt  cut  in  local  pub: 

Given's  District  leader  Mid 
QAKXF  in  flag  bedecked  side 
street  in  193/  Caronaticn 
celebratims,  and  (LBffNT 
HIKING  at  oparing  of  his 
'caff'  facing  BU's  H)  in  (iren 
Street  in  1938.  Mick  was  to 
spend  the  Vbr  in  a  Etiti^i 
Conoattxacian  C«uj>,  toning  to 
die  in  a  Gentian  Goncentxaticn 

Gmp. 


fears  were  realised  as  I 
walked  its  entire  length 
without  seeing  a  single 
face  or  a  single  shop 
which  was  not  Asian.  Near 
the  bottom  near  the  mark¬ 
et  and  Upton  Pork  Station 
I  did  see  the  first  white 
fnce  however,  and  was  able 
to  Identify  things 
mentioned  In  the  book:  tin* 
Gospel  Hall  where  the 
Smith  children  attended 
Siiii day  School  nnd  the 
louses  that  opened  onto 
the  street,  without  front 
gurden  or  wall.  But  the 
sniil  of  Green  Street  wns 
gone. 

The  'Holeyn  Tavern'  at 
the  Junction  of  Burking 
Rond  reminds  one  of  the 
unfortunate  woman  living 
in  'Green  Street  House' 
from  which  she  was 
taken  for  execution.  The 
Castle  (as  it  was)  is 
now  buried  under  West  Ham 
foot bal 1  pitch.  The  Boleyn 
Cinema  in  the  Barking 
Road  only  shows  (you've 
guessed  it)  Asian  films. 

But  let  me  gi  ve  the 
last  word  to  Bill  Smith  of 
Green  Street,  shop  assist¬ 
ant  and  supporter  of  Imp¬ 
erial  Socialism. 

He  vowed  that  for  the 
rest  of  his  life  he  would 
work  steadily  to  bring 
awakening  to  the  people  of 
the  district.  The  human 
truth  and  fairness  of  what 
he  was  preaching  must  in 
the  end  prevail  against 
the  vast  tyrrany  of  usur¬ 
ious  money  power. 

Controlling  the  press 
through  advertisements, 
the  films,  and  voices  and 
ideas  on  radio  which  could 
not  act  for  the  jxtople  as 
they  were  an  instrument  of 
finance. 

The  author  describes 
Charlie  Smith's  imprison¬ 
ment  with  groat  under- 
st  and  I  tig. 

When  she  wrote  the  book 
she  was  herself  a  prison¬ 
er  -  for  four  years  with¬ 
out  charge  or  trial. 

Rll  I.IIAKKIS. 
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3  A  EAST  LONDON 
T  BLACKSHIRT 

the  Interest  and  culture 
oT  the  Brttlsh  way  of 
lire. 

Towards  the  end  of  hla 
active  political  life, 
Mosley  wns  denied  the 
ilRht  to  speak  In  halls  or 
even  street  corners.  Ills 
argument  was  stronger  than 
t lie  I  rn. 

When  Mosley  Is  criti¬ 
cised  I  always  say:  'How 
many  of  today's  poli¬ 
tic  Inns  would  sacrifice 
what  he  did  for  his  be¬ 
liefs?  lie  wns  shot  at  In 
Hull,  hit  with  a  brick  In 
l.lverpool,  assaulted  In 
Heighten,  Hackney  nnd 
Mnnchester,  nnd  unjustly 
Imprisoned  for  years  with¬ 
out  n  charge  brought 
against  him. 

But  he  never  wavered  In 
his  Ideals,  for  he  was 
Incorruptible. 

6  ^Review of 
*  Reviews 

clare  an  economic  and 
financial  war  on  Germany. 

tine  reviewer  must  have 
real  I  seil  how  silly  he  waa 
that  he  wrote  a  further 
article  in  Hie  Spectator 
rambl lug  on  and  concluding 
tlmt  Dlnnn  Mosley  was 
'guilty'.  Of  wimt7  Nothing 
It  would  seem  except  hav¬ 
ing  an  opinion  that  the 
'right  wing'  Peregrine 
Worst  home  does  not  agree, 
or  the  media  which  pays 
him  for  his  occasional 
article  does  not  agree.  Or 
maybe  In  his  old  age  he 
has  lost  his  marbles. 

Plana  Mosley  In  a  Ion  ft 
1 11c  lias  never  harmed  any¬ 

one.  never  Incited  anyone. 
Can  nil  tl>o3e  revlewera 
say  that  of  themaclvea? 

Unn  thing  lor  aure.  The 

real _ li ory  of  Oswald  and 

Diana  Mosley  linn  still  to 
i^~toiar  Perhaps  a  lateir 
generation,  untainted  by 
the  political  correctness 
of  today  will  acknowledge 
the  quality  of  their  union 
and  their  place  in  the 
lung  storyc  ot  British  and 
European  renaissance. 

JOHN  030  Will 
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(.FORCE  Wil  l  I  AM  l.oni'S 
TOrTENIIAM 


llrtafrdlv  «c  rcporl  lh.nl  (Jem it 
1  ollciilinni.  another  former  lb  dull 
Union  'Division  One'  tiieinlxi 
passed  nun-  in  March  1st  I'HIR  at 
his  ensile  in  I  lister  (Scrape  the 
grandson  of  nn  Irish  Bishop 
joined  I  lie  Mmemcnl  in  I 'Ml  mi 
Kingston  Upon  I  hnmes  whrtc  lie 
was  active  as  a  Unit  I-cmk'i  lie 
was  present  on  Sundav  October 
dlh  1*1  Vt  at  tire  llaltle  of  (  aide 
Sired  and  in  a  IV  dnciiniriilaiv  nn 
this  event  a  couple  of  years  npu 
could  clearly  he  seen  hi  rme 
newsreel  from  five  lime  nuiuiurip 
with  live  column 

later  that  alter  noon,  alter  llie 
march  was  cancelled  on  pnlirc 
instructions  (icorgc  look  pari  m 
an  mipromplii  dcnioiisiiatinn 


WE  NEVER  FORGET 

|n  inoniuniim 

"TIICIII  NAME  LIV^TH  >OW  CVLItUOHf 

PAY  -  BROCK INp  -K^wrpi  G  20. 
GroaovT  tt  Tnv  Fliil  (Ururllln 
RAF 9  S‘|flil  and  Urllllli  Union: 
VolunIMr  AirCunnan  killed  In  action 
Wvlllnvton  l Am  KeU  Canal  Scpirmbar 
4. 1909  Old  comrades  a*ar  rvmombcr 
John  Chrlaltdrt 

Hilly  TMqyn|li  ScRndiT  A  2Ui) 


SINCE  the  Inst  issue  of 
COMRADE  we  have  learned 
of  the  death  of  several 
old  comrades.  WE  NEVER 
FORGET  those  who  over 


with  nllici  members  front  tin- 
Kingston  Richmond  and  Stamcs 
hranriics  this  protest  against  tin- 
detrsion  of  the  Pnlirc 
I  'rannussioncr  or  the  Metropolis  to 
han  the  Blackshirt  tuairli  tliiough 
its  Has)  I  ondoii  hcnitlands  wns 
liaslilv  organised  In  District 
Inspcrtor  Itlay  of  live  Isr  I  raulrai 
Area  of  Hriltsli  I  tnioo  Minn  Ira  nl 
passers  h\  pmicd  in  I  lie  march  on 
hearing  or  the  decision  to 
capitulate  lo  live  Idrccs  of  Red 
disorder 

Oitriftf*  the  Second  Wrald  Wai 
licorgc  Tottenham  flew  against 
(icrniniw  with  live  Rmnl  An  lone 
nnd  in  I'Mfi  returned  lo  Ins  unlit  c 
I  Mslcr  Wc  extend  <mr  deepest 
svmpalhv  to  George's  widow 
dewghter-in-low  and  grandson 


their  lifetime  adhered 
to  Mosley’s  cause,  nnd 
we  publish  their  names, 
their  fuller  obituaries 
will  he  published  in 
our  next  issue. 

Cl-ARtE,  Douglas: 
Manchester  Union  Move¬ 
ment  . 

CRAVEN- JACKSON, 'Bill* 
Hull  British  Union. 

DIM0N1),  Mir  Emily: 
London  British  Union 
and  Essex  Union  Move¬ 
ment. 

FENN,  len:  landon 
British  Union  nnd  KM. 

HAWKE, Frank:  London 

British  Union  and  KM. 

I BHKRSEN,  Jack: 

London  British  Union 
and  Union  Movement. 

PRATTEN,  Mrs  I:  widow 
of  George  Prat  ten,  Lon¬ 
don  British  Union. 

SEWEXL.  Father  Broc- 
nrd:  long  time  supp¬ 

orter  and  friend  of 
Lady  Mosley. 

Sl/IANE,  Rosetta,  wife 
of  McNeil  Sloane,  early 
British  Union,  Austral¬ 
ia. 

WINN.  Mary:  Surrey. 
British  Union  8  Union 
Movement. 
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MERRY  CHRISTMAS 

(oall  our  readers 

THE  PUBLISHER  nnd  editor 
apologises  for  the  absence 
of  CUMRADE  in  recent  times, 
for  reason  which  old  com¬ 
rades  understand.  He  also 
regrets  he  wi  1 1  not  be 
sending  Christmas  Cards 
this  year. 

It  is  hoped  that  with 
2001,  as  with  the  words  of 
British  Union's  Jorlnn 
Jenk's  liook  let:  'Spring 

Comes  Agni n  *  1 


Published  for  Friends  of  O.H, 
by  John  Christian 
101 .Orwell  Court, 
Pownall  Road, London, E8  4PP 


ilwvtupti  llie  studs  of  Kingston 


WHAT  THE  PAPERS  ARE  SAYING  ABOUT 
‘BLACKSHIRTS-ON-SEA’ 

“  A  previously  unseen  collcctum  of  photographs. .  .reveal  llie  fun-loving 
side  of  Oswald  Mosley's  notorious  Ill3ckshiils"  l hr  Sundiiy  Times 
"A  new  hook  explores  the  fascist  fraternity  thal  evolved  during  one  of  the 
most  turbulent  decades  of  tlic  20*  Century''  -  Worthing  Herald 
“A  strange  mixture  of  sinister  ideology  and  seaside  fun” 
Portsmouth  Sews 

“A  chilling  new  hook”  -  Chichester  Obserxrr 
A  must  for  anyone  interested  in  British  social  history  Surrey  ( 'omet 
“A  bizarre  archive  which  sImjws  British  fascists  at  play  in  camps  of  llie 
summer  coasi... there  were  300  supporters  in  Dognor  Regis  alone  “  - 
Brighton  trgus 

"Read  ubout  this  fascinating  and  sometimes  violent  chapter  in  Sussex 
history''  -  Worthing  Guardian 

"Afuch  fresh  information  has  been  revealed"  West  Sussex  County  limes 

A  pictorial  record  of 
the  Blackshirt  Simmer 
camps  In  the  1930s 
with  an  account  of 
•hone  who  nttended, 
lit  lnglng  to  life  those 
eieitlng  times. 

To  obtain  your  copy 
send  cheque  or  P.0. , 
drawn  tor 

"  BROCK!  NCUAT1* 

nt  Brocklngday  I'ubl lent  Ions 
77  Old  Gloucester  Street 
LPNWJN  VEIN  3*1 
tIB  Tost  Free 
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‘Neither  to  our  friends  not  to  the  country  do  we 
make  any  promises;  not  without  struggle  and 
ordeal  will  the  future  be  won.  Those  who  march 
with  us  will  certainly  face  abuse, 
misunderstanding,  bitter  animosity,  and  possibly 
the  ferocity  of  struggle  and  of  danger.  In  return, 
we  can  only  offer  to  them  the  deep  belief  that 
they  are  fighting  that  a  great  land  may  live’ 
Oswald  Maslev.  The  Greater  Britain 


DARING  TO 
BE  GREAT 

Id  hoisting  the  party  flag  over  its  George  Street  headquarters  on 
October  3rd  1932,  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  signalled  the  founding  of 
the  British  Union  of  Fascists.  The  time  was  more  than  ready  for  a 
new  political  force  to  challenge  the  old  parties  who  had  lead  this 
country  into  the  worst  slump  in  living  memory. 

In  addition.  Communist 
agitators  who  stood  for  jf 
subjugating  this  country  to 
Soviet  Russia  increasingly 
dominated  the  streets  of 
many  industrial  cities. 

Mosley  had  first-hand 
experience  of  this,  when  in 
October  1931  a  meeting  of 
15.000  people  in  the  Rag 
Market,  Birmingham  was 
wrecked  by  a  Red  minority. 

Denied  fire  speech,  it  was  a 
lesson  Mosley  took  to  heart, 
vowing  never  again  to  let  a 
group  of  Red  agitators  take  FIRST  BRITISH  UNION  ME 

over  his  meetings.  The  SQUARE  1932 _ 

ensuing  struggle  took  two  for  the  future  wellbeing  of 

years  but  was  victorious  in  this  country.  Adopting  the 

quelling  Red  violence.  slogan  ‘BRITAIN  FIRST' 

ANNIVERSARY'  Mosley  challenged  in  a 

The  founding  of  the  B.U.F.  British  way  the  follies  of  the 

seventy  years  ago  was  old  party  betrayals  and 

greeted  with  a  storm  of  Communist  destructiveness, 

ridicule  by  complacent  AN  INSPIRATIONAL 

Conservatism  and  a  torrent  of  I  OCAT1QN 

hatred  by  the  left.  At  the  The  choice  of  Trafalgar 

same  time  Mosley  published  Square  as  a  venue  to  hold  the 

his  seminal  work  THE  first  meeting  of  the  B.U.F. 

GREATER  BRITAIN.  An  was  a  symbolic  gesture 

instant  best  seller,  it  laid  out  towards  the  greatness  of 

in  intricate  detail  his  policy  Britain's  past.  On  Saturday 


OSWALD  MOSLEY  RAISES  THE  FLAG  OVER  THE  BRITISH 

JJNION  HEADQUARTERS,  OCTOBER  3«>  1932 _ 

October  I5m  1932,  Mosley 
spoke  to  an  audience  of 
thousands.  It  was  the  start  of 
seven  and  a  half  years  of 


w?mt. 


FIRST  BRITISH  UNION  MEETING  HELD  IN  TRAFALGAR 
SQUARE  1932 


LOCATION 

The  choice  of  Trafalgar 
Square  as  a  venue  to  hold  the 
first  meeting  of  the  B.U.F. 
was  a  symbolic  gesture 
towards  the  greatness  of 
Britain's  past.  On  Saturday 


enormous  struggle  that  only 
came  to  on  end  with  his 
arrest-together  with  hundreds 
of  his  followcrs-without 
charge  or  trial  under  the 
infamous  regulation  I8B. 
Today,  seventy  years  on,  we 
salnte  a  man  who  over  a 
lifetime  of  sacrifice  has  left 
ns  with  enduring  policy  for 
a  united  Europe.  We  who 
follow  will  never  betray 
that  (rust.  His  ideal  lives  on 
and  will  become  realitv. 


1  F.O.M. 
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F.O.M.  MISSION  STATEMENT 

Founded  in  1982.  the  purpose  of  FRIENDS  OF  MOSLEY  was  to  bind  together  all  those  who  through  the  years 
had  supported  Mosley  in  his  long  march  for  the  soul  of  Great  Britain.  This  initially  took  the  form  of  dinners  and 
socials  held  all  over  the  country.  These  events  were  often  attended  by  Lady  Mosley.  In  1986  the  newsletter 
COMRADE  was  launched.  Under  the  professional  editorship  of  John  Christian,  this  initial  single  sheet  of  A4 
has  grown  in  over  50  editions  to  be  the  authoritative  voice  of  the  life  and  works  of  Sir  Oswald  Mosley.  It  may 
comment  on  current  issues  but  it  is  not  and  never  will  be  involved  in  political  campaigning.  It  fully  endorses  the 
Mosley  doctrine  of  a  United  States  of  Europe.  Not  to  be  confused  with  the  ultimate  P.C.  gravy  trains  of  Brussels 
and  Strasbourg.  It  is  sent  without  subscription  to  all  former  Mosley  supporters  who  request  it,  widening  over  the 
years  to  include  Universities  and  Institutions  around  the  world.  In  addition  to  historians,  lecturers,  postgraduates 
and  bona  fide  researchers  who  recognise  the  worth  of  an  authoritative  source  of  information.  Added  to  this  a 
younger  generation  bom  too  late  to  have  any  direct  link  but  who  are  keen  to  know  more  about  the  Mosley  story. 
F.O.M.  has  no  formal  membership.  The  mailing  lists  are  never  disclosed.  It  never  seeks  funding  but  exists  on 
voluntary  donations  from  those  who  are  appreciative  of  the  work.  We  simply  exist  to  perpetuate  that  unique 
Mosleyite  band  of  brotherhood  that  future  generations  of  Europeans  can  grasp  in  order  to  build  a  noble  society 
out  of  the  struggle  and  sacrifice  of  Mosley’s  men. 

THE  SPIRIT  LIVES  ...  THE  REST  WILL  FOLLOW 


OUR  FRED  BY  JOHN  CHRISTIAN 

1  well  recall  ray  first  sight  of  FRED  BAILEY.  It  was  shortly  after  the  birth  of  Union  Movement  in  1948.  O.M.  was  to  speak  one  evening  at  an  LCC 
school  in  Bow.  East  London  and  I  was  chosen  to  drive  him  there.  But  on  arrival  to  pick  him  up  in  west  London  he  already  knew  from  an  ‘Evening 
Standard'  report  and  other  sources  that  the  Jewish  43  Group  had  entered  and  taken  possession  of  the  empty  school.  An  unconfirmed  late  report 
suggested  that  the  police  had  finally  thrown  out  the  demonstrators  and  our  boys  were  in  control  but  that  area  was  seething  with  imported  thugs.  With 
that  in  our  thoughts  we  set  off.  OM  by  my  side,  UM  London  Organiser  in  the  back. 

West  End.  City,  Bethnal  Green  Road,  past  the  old  British  Union  HQ  in  Green  Street  to  the  junction  of  Roman  and  Old  Grove  Road  where  the  traffic 
lights  said  Red  and  crowds  filled  pavements  from  which  a  man,  soon  identified,  rushed  to  the  car  shouting  'You  cannot  get  through.  They  arc 
blocking  the  road  to  the  school  in  strength’. 

I  quickly  said  to  O.M.,  ‘No  problem.  I  will  turn  right,  circle,  and  approach  from  the  East’  to  which  O.M.  uttered  just  'Drive  straight  on’!  That  to  me 
was  a  problem.  My  old  clapped  out  Riley  of  around  12  years  of  age,  had  not  only  half  the  rear  floor  missing  but  its  engine  had  a  habit  of  stalling  at 
inconvenient  moments.  But  it  was  otherwise  heavy  and  tough  and  the  lights  said  Green  so  foot  down  and  we  were  off  -  straight  ahead! 

Our  informant  had  made  no  mistake.  50  yards  or  so  on  the  road  was  blocked  by  a  seething  crowd  whose  antics  suggested  they  were  no  friends  of 
Mosley.  So  again  down  went  the  foot  and  with  screeching  horn  I  drove  straight  at  them  and  miraculously  the  50  foot  deep  would  be  commandoes 
capable  of  extreme  violence  when  in  large  numbers  quickly  parted  and  we  burst  through- 

Almost  immediately  there  was  the  school  on  the  lefr  and  had  a  quick  sight  of  a  crowd  of  our  boys  behind  the  school  gate  and  this  time  with  foot  hard 
down  on  break  and  a  quick  swing  off  the  road  towards  it  anticipating  quickly  we  would  be  crashing  through  the  barrier.  Except,  at  the  last  moment 
there  was  Tommy  Moran,  at  his  side  our  young  Freddy  who  swung  open  that  gate  in  time.  We  slithered  forward  and  halted  just  before  the  school 
building.  1  cannot  recall  the  meeting  but  like  all  OMs.  would  have  been  a  good  one.  he  speaking  to  a  massed  audience. 

In  the  years  that  followed  Freddy  and  I  have  done  much  together  and  become  firm  friends  outside  politics.  He  was  also  loved  by  my  laic  wife  who 
was  ever  amused  by,  when  appropriate,  his  Cockncyism.  Her  favourite,  his  reply  to  a  rude  adversary,  'Go  whistle  up  your  kilt’!  He  was  a  prime 
example  of  that  special  breed  of  working  men  who  once  populated  East  London  when  England  still  was  England  and  who  despite  incredible  hardship 
remained  of  good  cheer  and  a  patriotism  second  to  none.  Like  they  in  the  words  of  a  contemporary  bom  into  an  easier  clime  but  matured  in  the  facts 
of  life,  'The  Salt  of  the  Earth'. 

Freddy  was  the  main  instigator  of  the  birth  of  Friends  of  O.M.  after  the  death  of  O.M.  In  the  years  that  followed  he  has  been  my  right  arm  in  the  part 
I  have  played.  I  shall  miss  him  terribly.  • 


THE  VAN  THAT  BEAT  THE  BAN 


SHORIDITCH  l  FIHUURT 

beard 
HAmM  •• 
JONES 


BETHNAL  GREEN 

bailey 

DU  H  i  G 
THOMSON 
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_ ROOMS 

When  difficulties  were  pul  in  the  way  of  renting  | 
committee  rooms  for  the  1955  LCC  Elections  Fred  took 
the  practical  step  of  converting  a  lorry  and  parking  it 
on  a  convenient  bomb  site  in  the  constituency 


OCTOBER  Ist  2002 


comrade 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  Friends 
of  Mosley  announce  the  death  of 
Fred  Bailey;  one  of  the  well- 
known  ‘Battling  Bailey  Brothers' 


FRED  AS  A  LCC 
CANDIDATE  _ 


EAST  LONDON  BIDS 


FAREWELL  TO 


post-War  activist  for  Mosley  in 
East  London. 

Fred  was  a  foundation  member  of 
Union  Movement  and  together 
with  his  equally  famous  brother 
Sid.  was  always  to  be  found  at 
Mosley’s  side  at  all  the  major 
Leader  meetings  and  marches 
after  the  war. 

The  Bailey  brothers  came  from  a 
large  Blackshirt  family.  Fred's 
father  was  Jack  Bailey  who  in  his 
early  days  was  closely  associated 
with  the  National  Unemployed 
Workers  Movement.  He  was  also 
the  first  notable  member  of  the 
labour  Party  in  East  London  to 
declare  for  Mosley  and  British 
Union  -  having  realised  sooner 
that  most  that  Labour  Party 
leaders  would  always  put  the 
money  power  of  the  City  of 
I  xmdon  before  the  working  class 
people  of  the  East  End. 


yum 

FRED  EN-ROUTE  TO  PARIS 
FOR  A  F.O.M.  LUNCH  IN 
HONOUR  OF  LADY 
MOSLEY’S  NINETIETH 

BIRTHDAY  _ 

After  the  war,  Fred  was  one  of 
that  brave  band  of  Mosleyite 
street-fighters  who  held  the 
streets  against  communism  in 
East  London  despite  being 
repeatedly  and  viciously 
attacked.  When  Union  Movement 
was  formed.  Fred  Bailey  was 
appointed  by  Mosley  as  the 
Branch  Leader  for  Bethnal 
Green.  He  was  active  in  exposing 
corruption  in  local  government 
and  worked  tirelessly  in  many 
local  election  campaigns: 
culminating  in  the  UM  candidate 
w  inning  over  40%  of  the  vote  in 
Moorficlds  election  of  1953. 
Shortly  after  this  he  became  the 
London  Organiser  for  Union 
Movement. 


BATTLING’  FRED  BAILEY 


Jack  had  five  sons  and  four 
daughters  and  Fred  took  immense 
pride  in  the  fact  that  three  of  his 
brothers  and  one  of  his  sisters 
became  card  earning  members 
of  the  Movement. 

Although  too  young  to  be  a 
member  of  the  British  Union  (he 
was  just  15  when  war  was 
declared)  Fred  actively 
participated  in  street  meetings  in 
the  inter-war  period  with  his 
father  and  brother  Sid.  It  was  at 
the  countless  comer  meetings  and 
major  rallies  that  Fred's  political 
education  bc&an. 


FRED  ON  THE  MARCH  PASSING  THE  CENOTAPH  IN 
WHITE  FLAIJ. 


CONVERSATION  WITH  LADY  MOSLE 


In  later  life  Fred  helped  to  set  up 
Friends  of  Mosley,  of  which  he 
was  a  Council  member,  and 
organised  the  well-attended  and 
highly  successful  dinners  for 
many  years. 

Besides  his  fearless  bravery  in 
standing  up  to  the  enemies  of 
Britain,  and  despite  being  denied 
the  opportunity  for  higher 
education.  Fred  Bailey  was  an 
accomplished  debater,  an  original 
thinker  and  a  capable  writer  - 
thus  earning  Mosley’s  highest 
accolade  of  ‘Thought-Deed 
Man'. 

For  his  service  to  Union 
Movement,  Fred  Bailey  was 
deservedly  awarded  the 
Distinction  Medal  by  the  Leader. 
One  story  Fred's  friends  will 
always  remember  concerns  the 
occasion  when  Fred  was  carrying 
out  building  repairs  to  a  local 
school.  This  involved  laying  an 
area  of  flat  concrete  and  the 


Fred  was  putting  the  last  touches 
to  smoothing  the  surface  when 
along  came  the  school's  Jack  the 
Lad  who  stood,  hands  in  pockets, 
surveying  Fred's  handy  work. 
The  Lad  then  planted  his  large 
foot  in  the  still  wet  concrete  and 
smiled  defiantly  at  Frol.  But  he 
had  chosen  the  wrong  man. 
Without  hesitation.  Fred  locked 
the  Lad's  arm  in  a  half-Nelson 
and  forced  his  head  down  to  the 
lloor.  Finally  he  pushed  his  nose 
and  cheeks  deep  into  the  unset 
mixture  exclaiming;  “Don't  just 
put  your  foot  in  it!  Put  your  face 
in  it!"  No  further  acts  of 
vandalism  followed. 

Perhaps  Fred  would  have  made 
an  excellent  Minister  of 
Education  in  a  Mosley 
Government. 

Ihc  Friends  of  Mosley  sends  its 
deepest  sympathy  to  Fred's  wile. 
Dolly,  their  son  and  daughter; 
and  brother  Sid. 


MOSLEY  AND  FRED  WALKING  ACROSS  TRAFLAGAR  operation  had  been  plagued  by 
SOLAR  t:  minor  acts  of  vandalism. 


v-UITIIVUIE 


MOSLEY’S  KHAKI  ELECTION 


By  Gregory  Mail  land 


LIEUTENANT  MOSLEM' 

I  ~ 

In  1918.  Lieutenant  Mosley, 
invalided  out  of  active  service, 
decided  to  test  himself  as  a 
prospective  parliamentary 

candidate.  Choosing  a  political 
arena  away  from  readily 
available  scats  around  his 
ancestral  home  in  Staffordshire. 
He  determined  to  seek 
nomination  in  the  newly  formed 
constituency  of  Harrow.  In  his 
speech  to  the  forty  three  strong 
selection  committee  of  the 
Conservative  and  Unionist 
Association  he  said  "I  prefer  to 
come  as  a  stranger  and  win 
what  laurels  I  can.  simply  on 
my  own  personal  merits  and 
for  the  political  truths  I  hold 
dear.  We  have  ssuffered 
appalling  losses  and  the  cost 
has  been  heavy".  He  especially 
prided  himself  on  being  able  to 
represent  the  soldiers  who  had 
fought  and  hcen  broken  in  this 
terrible  war.  “  I  am  a  believer  in 
the  destiny  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
race.  I  am  convinced  that  the 
country  as  a  whole  will  prove 
true  a s  ever  to  the  principles  pf 
British  grit  and  honour". 

HE  W  INNER  BY  FAR 


On  Friday  July  19  1918  against 
three  other  nominees  Mosley  was 
endorsed  by  95%  ol  delegates  as 
the  official  Unionist  candidate. 
He  faced  one  rival  for  election  . 
Sixty  five  year  old 
A.R.Chamhcrlaync,  a  lawyer 
who  stood  as  an  independent 
Non-Party  candidate.  Inevitably 
the  question  of  his  youth  fulness 
came  to  the  fore.  Mosley  replied 
"That  criticism  has  greatly 
relieved  my  mind  for  I  feared 
that  I  was  behind  the  timetable, 
for  was  not  Pitt  Prime  Minister 
at  twenty  four?". 

DOWN  TO  BUSINESS 
With  peace  still  lour  months 
away  Mosley  plunged  into 
constituency  life.  At  a  meeting  to 
introduce  himsclflo  voters  he 


said  "It  was  a  duty  to  perfect  the 
machinery  for  transferring  the 
men  from  military  to  civilian  life 
so  as  to  ensure  that  it  brought 
with  it  no  stress  of ' 

unemployment".  At  an  exhibition 
and  sale  of  vegetables  he 
remarked  that  no  allotment  mast 
be  taken  for  'building  purposes 
without  compensation  for  the 
crops  and  labour  invested  in  the 
land  together  with  fresh  land 
being  made  available.  He  wanted 
100.000  house  built  at  once.  That 
seems  an  impossible  task  hut  he 
was  out  to  affirm  that  the  man 
(Lloyd  George)  who  got  the 
shells  could  get  them  the  houses. 
The  education  facilities  of  this 
country  were  miserably 
inadequate.  The  path  rflust  lead 
straight  front  the  cottage  of  the 
humblest  worker  through  the 
public  schools  to  the  universities. 
The  most  appalling  statistics  had 
come  to  light  showing  the  poor 
physique  of  the  nation.  They  had 
to  sti  up  a  Ministry  of  Health 
which  would  co-ordinate  all 
those  various  authorities  which 
today  were  dealing  with  matters 
of  health.  He  appealed  to  newly 
enfranchised  women.  “If  the 
children  they  had  left  behind  in 
the  cradle  could  look  into  the 
future  they  would  beg  and  pray 
for  them  to  go  to  the  polls".  In  a 


election  was  called  for  Saturday 
December  1 4**’  with  the 
declaration  of  the  poll  Saturday 
December  28lh. 

RADICAL  POLICIES 
At  a  series  of  indoor  and  outdoor 
meetings  Mosley  advocated 
nationalisation  of  the  railways, 
giving  workers  their  full  share  in 
the  profits  of  industry.  He 
supported  the  regulation  and 
supply  of  better  and  purer  milk. 
The  question  of  youth  was  raised 
yet  ugain.  His  riposte.  "Old 
enough  for  Flanders.  Old  enough 
for  Westminister"  He  polled 
13.959  voles  a  10.952  majority 
over  his  rival. 

DOWN  TO  WORK 
In  his  maiden  speech  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  February 
17*  1919  the  baby  of  the  house* 
said  “The  wartime  epidemic  of 
bureaucratic  control  has  had  the 
nation  in  its  grip.  We  stand  in 
grave  danger  of  its  paralysing 
influence  being  extended  to 
embrace  this  youngest  child  of 
the  British  public,  our  newly 
formed  Air  Force.  The  peculiar 
genius  of  our  race  lias  always 
manifested  itself  in  strange  new 
enterprise  surmounting  every 
obstacle  thrown  in  its  path.  I  look 
to  the  Government  for  protection 
and  inspiration  rather  than 
restriction".  At  this  point  it  was 
reported  that  applause  was  heard 
from  the  Strangers  Gallery. 


MOSLEY  NEVER  FORGOT  Ti  II 

SERVICEMEN _ 

short  address  during  the  interval 
of  a  fund  raising  concert 
organised  for  sending  parcels  to 
the  troops  he  said  “If  I  ever  gel 
into  parliament  I  will  not  stop 
making  a  noise  till  the  soldiers 
have  their  does.  They  have  to 
see  homes  are  healthy,  that 
their  children  are  educated  and 
to  make  good  in  life".  A 

few  days  later  the  general 


DEBT  OWED  TO  FELLOW 


EVER V  ONES  FAVOURITE 
CANDIDATE 

In  a  post  election  analysis  il  was 
found  that  the  oldest  voter  102 
year  old  Miss  Wnttnn  had 
supported  the  youngest  M.P.  Ills 
equally  supportive  mother  lj»dy 
Maud  was  "llis  happy  inspiration 
and  cnuiuragcr  ol  his  political 
ambition".  A  roll  .site  continued 
to  perform  up  In  her  death  in 
I  **4X. 


OCTOBER  Ist  2002 

DEFIANCE 

A  man  on  a  bicycle  earning  his 
obligatory  gas  mask  in  its  square 
box.  A  sight  that  could  he 
repeated  hundreds  of  times  a  day- 
in  wartime  Britain.  But  this  was 
no  ordinary  gas  mask  case.  Its 
owner  had  been  an  active 
member  of  the  British  Union  and 
for  some  reason  had  never  been 
arrested.  With  his  leader  and  a 
number  of  friends  in  jail  he 
reasoned  that  a  small  act  of 
defiance  was  called  for.  While 
keeping  the  outside  of  his  gas 
mask  case  looking  normal  he 
hinged  the  side  to  accommodate  a 
number  of  large  rubber  stamp 
slogans.  To  replenish  the  rubber 
stamp  he  built  an  ink  pad  into  the 
top.  No  fiat  surface  was  safe. 
Many  a  lamp  post,  pillar  box. 
bus.  train,  and  even  the  entrance 
to  a  police  station  acquired  the 
political  graffiti.  The  man  was 
never  caught.  His  basic  but 
effective  wartime  printing 
machine  serves  testimony  to  the 
British  spirit  of  independent 
thought  and  action  to  protest 
about  a  gross  wrong. 
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SEE  HOW  THEY  WRIGGLE  ... 


WHEN  LIES  ARE  NAILED  BY  FACTS 


By  Peter  Kennedy 

* — - . - i  . 

The  opponent  or  sceptic  who  turned  up  to  a  Mosley  meeting  to 
boo  and  stayed  to  cheer  is  a  familiar  feature  in  the  Mosley  story. 


But  at  an  Oxford  Union  debate  in 
1961.  this  hardy  angle  took  a 
notable  turn  when  a  particular 
undergraduate  sat  down  in  the 
crowded  chamber  to  hear  a 
debate  between  Oswald  Mosley 
and  Jeremy  Thorpe,  the  rising 
star  turn  of  the  Liberal  Pans  . 

The  young  spectator  was  Robert 
Skidelsky.  and  what  started  out 
as  an  excursion  of  the  curious 
developed  first  into  respect  and 
admiration  followed  by  a  close 
study  of  Mosley’s  life  and  times, 
culminating  in  1975  with 
Skidclsiv's  biographv  "Oswald 
Moslcv." 

FACTS,  FACTS.  FACTS 
Of ’all  the  books  and  articles 
written  about  Oswald  Mosley, 
this  was  and  remains  the  seminal 
work.  Here  was  a  landmark 
publication  that  was  illuminating, 
objective  and  supported  by 
diligent  research.  In  the  making 
of  it  Skidelsky  had  turned  up 
statistics  and  contemporary 
reports  that  put  the  subject  into  a 
fresh,  indeed  startlingly  novel 
focus.  It  was  material  long 
available  to  any  researcher  but 
without  exception  passed  by  or 
ignored  by  tendentious  or  la/y 
"historians"  and  journalists. 

OLT  OF  ESTABLISHMENT 
STEP 

After  Skidelsky,  many  of  the 
chestnuts  thrown  at  Moslcv  and 
his  movement  were  no  more 
sustainable  that  post-Newtonian 
ignorance  of  the  law  of 
gravitation.  But  while  nobody 
argues  that  an  apple  might  chance 
to  levitate  in  defiance  of  a  natural 
law.  the  inclination  of  most 
commentators  on  Mosley  and  his 
movement  is  ignore  the  revealed 
facts  and  stick  to  the  old.  familiar 
abuse.  And  in  this  case  abuse  of 
the  biographer  can  run  a  dose 
second  to  that  of  his  subject. 

Here  are  two  examples.  In  a 
passing  swipe  in  the  columas  of 
the  Spectator  magazine  last  year. 
Vernon  Bogador.  a  court 
historian  and  contributor  to  the 
Daily  Telegraph.  described 
Skidelsky *s  Mosley  biography  as 
"hagiography .“  Now  hagiography 
is  what  you  get  when  for  example 
Martin  Gilbert  and  Roy  Jenkins 
are  let  loose  on  Winston 
Churchill.  Typically  it  is  a 
mixture  of  obsequious  stage 
management,  gloss,  whitewash 
and  the  wilful  ignoring  or 
suppression  of  uncomfortable 


,  ROBERT  SKIDELSKY  WITH 
LADY  MOSLEY  AT  ORSAY 


reality.  It  is  the  airbrushing  of 
details  that  not  only  do  not  fit 
into  the  pre-arranged 
composition.  but  would 
positively  throw  it  off  balance. 

THE  TRITH  AT  LAST 
There  is  nothing  remotely  like 
this  in  Skidelsky’s  brilliant  work. 
He  addresses  everything, 
produces  the  available  evidence, 
considercs  it  through  an  360 
degree  analysis,  and  makes  his 
conclusions  or  argues  that  there  is 
a  case  to  be  made  for  an 
alternative  as  distinct  from  the 
received  or  conventional  view. 

Bui  clearly  for  Bogador  anything 
that  deviates  from,  let  alone 
confronts  the  managed  verdict  on 
Mosley  and  his  movement,  is 
“hagiography."  Enter  the 
inconvenient  detail  that  the  court 
statistics  show  for  example  that 
Blackshirts  were  far  more  often 
the  victims  that  the  perpetrators 
of  violence,  and  Skidelsky  is 
denounced.  For  Bogador.  as  was 
said  of  Thomas  Huxley,  tragedy, 
or  in  this  case  hagiography,  is  a 
theory  confounded  by  a  fact. 

For  a  tour  dc  force  in 
tendentiousness  and  applied 
disregard  for  revealed  truth,  we 
might  turn  to  an  essay  included  in 
“Cruel  Britannia",  and  first 
published  in  the  Observer  and 
Jewish  Quarterly,  in  which  the 
journalist  Nick  Cohen  warms  to 
the  task. 

AN  EMBARRASSMENT  OF 
IRITHS 

Cohen  had  been  much  exercised 
by  the  Maurice  Gran  and 
Lawrence  Marks  television  doeu- 
drama  on  Mosley  that  went  out  in 
early  1996.  He  seems  to  have  a 
number  of  hang  ups.  Mocking 
Michael  l  oot  for  example,  for 
greeting  Mosley  warmly  at  a 
ljondon  restaurant.  The  fact  is 
that  Michael  Foot  is  one  of  the 
truly  nicest  men  to  have  been  in 
politics,  and  here  was  an  example 


or  courage  and  charming 
manners  doubtless  alien  to 
Cohen's  understanding. 

Cohen’s  distortions  are  too 
numerous  to  answer  in  one  short 
article,  but  here  are  two  examples 
of  his  technique. 

THE  OLD  CANARD 
Mosley  “terrorised  the  old  Jewish 
East  End”  and  "wanted  to  send 
socialists.  Jews  and  trade 
unionists  to  concentration 
camps."  To  put  it  mildly,  this  is  a 
monstrous  deceit  and  fabrication. 
Neither  in  speech  nor  writing  did 
Mosley  speak  of  concentration 
camps,  though  he  and  800 
supporters  were  to  experience 
them  at  first  hand.  And  Cohen 
must  know  that  a  great  many  of 
his  supporters  (not  least  in  East 
London)  were  trade  unionists. 

As  to  “terrorising"  Jews,  this  old 
canard  throws  up  an  issue  that 
Robert  Skidelsky  examined  in 
meticulous  detail  in  his  chapter 
“The  Campaign  in  East  London." 
Here  is  one  of  his  findings.  ~  fat 
his  survey  of  East  London 
‘terror’  in  November  1936.  the 
Evening  Standard’s  Dudley 
Barker  reports  that  ’most  of  the 
backOstrcct  assaults  have  been 
directed  AGAINST  Blackshirts. 
“Moreover."  continued 

Skidelsky  .  “there  is  no  doubt  that 
some  local  Jewish  communists 
were  more  violent  than  anything 
produced  by  the  East  London  or 
any  other  branch  of  British 
fascism. 

Sentencing  Barnet  Becow  yet 
again,  this  time  for  an  assault  on 
the  police,  the  Magistrate  at  the 
Old  Street  Police  Court 
remarked.  “He  is  a  man  trading  in 
violence  and  is  more  likely  to 
lead  to  the  destruction  of  the 
Jewish  community  in  the  l-iast 
End  than  the  Fascists  are.” 

CANARD  ON  CAN  ARD 
Here  Is  another  Cohcn-ism.: 
“black-bashing  Union 

Movement"  ...  and  Mosley  in 
1958  “went  straight  to 
Kensington  to  incite  murderous 
race  riots."  Mosley  in  fact 
campaigned  on  the  slogan  "Votes 
Not  Violence",  and  on  this  issue 
Skidelsky  quotes  The  Times  of 
September  8  1958.  which 

reported  that  "although  the  riots 
appear  to  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  (Union)  movement,  there  is 
no  evidence  that  the  parly  urc  the 
cause  of  them  ...  Their 
propaganda  ...  is  directed 
towards  diverting  racial  hatred  to 
anti -government  feeling  rather 
than  inciting  violence.'" 


Cohen  is  presumably  acquainted 
with  all  the  above  -  and  more  - 
since  he  goes  to  some  length  to 
abuse  Skidelsky,  while  all  the 
while  ignoring  the-for  him.  - 
unsettling  reality  of  the 
biographical  evidence. 

"Oswald  Mosley"  was  the  first 
and  benchmark  work  of 
revisionism,  a  field  which 
‘Comrade’  has  done  so  much  to 
extend.  Skidelsky  of  course  will 
never  be  forgiven  for  exposing 
the  racket  of  deceit  and 
manipulation  which  continues 
without  shame  or  honour. 

r. 

AND  VET  MORE 

Here  is  a  sample  from  the  time  of 
the  Gran/Marks  television  scries 
A  letter  to  the  Daily  Mail  referred 
to  the  meeting  at  which  Moslcv 
had  been  knocked  unconscious 
by  a  flying  stone.  This  was 
followed  by  another  from  a 
reader  who  claimed  to  have  been 
present  and  that  the  crowd  had 
been  incensed  by  the  shocking 
spectacle  of  Mosley  and  many  of 
his  supporters  in  uniform. 

In  fact  this  open  air  meeting  at 
Liverpool  in  1937  was  staged 
after  the  banning  of  the  uniform, 
and  numerous  pictures  of  the 
event  show  Mosley  first 
speaking,  and  then  falling  on  to 
the  roof  of  the  loudspeaker  van. 
dressed  in  a  grey  suit.  But  what 
docs  the  truth  matter  when  the  lie 
serves  The  Purpose?  As  Orwell  - 
who  Cohen  only  half  quotes  from 
a  passage  on  a  Mosley  meeting  in 
the  Yorkshire  coalfield  — 
observed,  he  who  controls  the 
present  controls  the  past.  And  he 
who  controls  the  past  controls  the 
future. 

Postscript  on  Nick  Cohen. 

In  a  recent  letter  on  David 
Irving's  website.  Rixon  Stewart 
wrote  of  the  response  he 
received  from  Cohen  after 
sending  the  bouncy  journo  a 
courteous  letter,  critical  of  a 
Cohen  piece  on  Irving,  and 
supporting  the  persecuted 
historian. 

Cohen’s  reply  was  “F...ing  off 
and  dying  remain  an  option 
you  should  consider.” 

To  which  Irving  added 
“Thanks  for  showing  me  that. 
Nick  Cohen  has  sent  an 
identical  reply  to  everyone  who 
wrote  to  him:  several  have 
contacted  me." 

Nice  knowing  you.  Mr  Cohen. 


Oswald  Mosley  by  Robert 
Skidelsl tv 
/SBX  186013824 
Available  on  audio  cassette^ 
Sussex  Publications  Ltd.  £12 
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EUPHORION 

a  THE  MOSLEYS’  ”  PUBLISHING 
HOUSE  BORN  OUT  OF  NECESSITY 

By  Adrian  Pearce 

The  immediate  post-war  years  were  very  hard  for  the 
victorious  British.  Meat,  cheese,  butter  and  bacon  rations  were 
further  reduced  in  1946.  The  Nation  was  urged  to  eat  the 
‘Healthy  Option’,  whale  meat,  Woolton  pie,  snock  and  horse 
flesh.  Even  bread  rationing  was  introduced  for  the  first  time  in 
July  1946  and  continued  for  the  next  two  years. 


One  lesser  known  area  of  strict 
rationing  was  printing  paper. 
Despite  Government  harassment. 
Mosley,  in  the  same  year  had 
been  able  to  publish  MY 
ANSWER  his  riposte  for  years 
of  needless  imprisonment.  A  year 
later  his  next  book  1'HE 
ALTERNATIVE  was  ready  for 
printing  but  had  been  refused  a 
paper  allocation  bv  the  Board  of 
Trade.  WITHOUT  DOUBT  AN 
OVERT  POLITICAL  ACT 
INTENDED  TO  SUPPKI  ss 
HIS  NEW  THINKING  OF 
BRINGING  TOGETHER 
PAST  WARING  NATIONS 
INTO  A  UNION  OF  EUROPE. 
At  this  point  it  was  discovered 
that  a  loophole  existed  in  the  wall 
of  intransigence.  Paper  could  be 
released  for  republishing  long  out 
of  print  classic  books. 
Acknowledged  authors  such  as 
Dryden.  Thackeray.  Balzac  and 
Goethe  qualified.  So  why  not 
Mosley's  THE 

ALTERNATIVE.  A  way 
through  Board  of  Trade  petty 
obduracy  had  been  found.  If  not  a 
classic  at  die  time  it  was  destined 
to  become  one!  It  stands  today 
as  a  bench  mark  of  mature 
thinking  of  a  question  that  still 
exercises  the  minds  of 
politicians  and  public  alike. 


DIANA  MOSLEY'  TOOK  A 
‘HANDS  ON'  INTEREST  IN 
THE  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 


A  LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITY 

When  Mosley  was  imprisoned 
without  charge  or  trial  in  May 
1940.  he  saw  it  as  an  opportunity 
to  use  the  time  to  read  and  learn. 
He  never  wasted  a  moment.  He 
read  for  at  least  six  hours  every 
day.  Within  eighteen  months  he 
had  mastered  die  German 
language.  This  first  tutor  was  a 
coloured  musician  caught  up  in 
Churchill's  dictat  'Collar  the 
lot’.  Mosley’s  industrious 
scholarship  unlocked  for  him  the 
philosophy  of  Nietzsche. 
Schiller's  plays,  the  poetry  of 
Holderiin.  all  to  be  enjoyed  and 
better  understood  in  the  original 
language  and  most  importantly 
Goethe  and  his  master  work 
FAUST.  Mosley  became 

obsessed  by  the  dark  and 
brooding  story.  learning  hundreds 
of  lines  by  heart. 


EUPHORIONS  FIRST 

PUBLISHED  BOOK 


EUPHORION  IS  BORN 

The  New  publishing  house, 
founded  to  ease  petty  restrictions 
established  an  office  in  Vauxhall 
Bridge  Road.  London,  h  was 
named  EUPHORION  after  the 
son  of  Faust  and  Helen  therefore 
representing  European  culture. 

the  Classic  and  the  Gothic.  The 
Mosleys'  good  and  loyal  friend 
John  Betjeman  strongly  advised 
them  that  such  a  venture  could 
stand  or  fail  on  the  choice  of  an 
authoritative  type  face.  Times 
Roman  was  chosen.  In  the 


bicentenary  year  of  Goethe's 
birth  FAUST  was  the  natural 
choice  to  launch  the  fledgling 
publishing  house.  In  an  unsigned 
preface  to  the  book.  Mosley  set 
out  his  inner  thoughts  on  the 
greatest  of  Goethe's  writings. 
Commenting  half  a  century  later. 
Diana  Mosley  while  still  having 
reservations  on  Bayard  Taylor's 
translation  considers  her 
husbands  preface  as  important 
today  as  when  it  was  written*. 


THE  SUPERBLY  LOCATED 
CENTRAL  LONDON 

OFFICES  OF  EUPHORION 
BOOKS  _ 


EUPHORION  BOOK 
COVERS  WERE  ALWAYS 
WELL  DESIGNED _ 

A  FEAST  OF  GOOD 
READING 

A  stand  was  secured  at  the  1949 
Grosvcndor  House  Book  Fair,  it 
was  a  popular  success.  Amongst 
other  books  on  offer  were 
VIRGlLS  CEORIGICS  with 
text  in  l.atin.  and  a  new 
translation  of  Plato's  Phacdo  by 
Desmond  Stewart.  A  selection  of 
AESOPS  FABLES.  Diana 
Moslcv  translated  Balzac's  THE 
DUCHESSE  DE  LANGEAIS. 
Offered  in  a  deluxe  edition  were 
Webster's  immortal  tragedies 
THE  WHITE  DEVIL  and  THE 
DUCHESS  OF  MALFI  with 
illustrations  h>  Adrian  Daintrey. 
Due  to  the  continuing  shortage  of 
paper  small  print  runs  helped 
keep  overall  costs  down.  In  1950 
Diana  Moslcv  published  another 
Balzac  classic  THE  VICAR  OF 
TOURS  and  PIERRE 
GRASSOl1  her  sister  Nancy 
Mitford  translated  Madame  dc 
Lafayette's  THE  PR1NCESSE 
DE  CLEVES.  Beyond  the 
regeneration  of  past  classics  the 
Mosleys  encouraged  new  writers. 
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SIR  OSWALD  MOSLEY  WRITING  HIS  PREFACE  FOR 
FAUST  _ _ _ 


PLATO 
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A  New  Traraialton  of  ihe 
Pll.f.DO 
by 

Dctnwnd  Sicwan 

REPRINTS  OF  CLASSICS 
WERE  WELL  RECEIVED 
Desmond  Stewart  (who  translated 
the  Phaedo)  had  in  1951  his  new 
novel  LEOPARD  IN  THE 
GRASS  published  to  great 
acclaim  both  here  and  later  in  the 
United  States.  This  was  soon 
followed  by  THE  MEMOIRS 
OF  ALCIBIADES.  Hester 
Thackeray  Fuller  and  Violet 
Hammersley  wrote  reminiscences 
of  Anne  Thackeray  in 
THACKERAY’S 
DAUGHTER. 

REALITIES  OF  THE 

CONFLICT 

By  late  1951  paper  restrictions 
had  been  eased  which  allowed  a 
wider  brief  to  be  entertained. 
GERMAN  DIARY  by  Sven 
Hedin.  The  famous  Swedish 
explorer’s  account  of  his  visits  to 
Germany  before  and  during  the 
war  and  his  conversations  with 
Hitler  was  published.  Hans 
Grimm's  ANSWER  OF  A 
GERMAN  asked  the  important 
question  What  are  reasonable 
Germans  thinking?'  He  was 
exceptionally  well  qualified  to 
act  us  a  mouthpiece  tor  his 
counttymcn.  Poet.  Philosopher 
and  author  of  VOLK  OHNE 
RAUM  he  had  always  held 
himself  aloof  from  politics  and 
had  never  joined  any  political 
party. 
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ARE  ALL  THESE  CLAIMS 


FOR  DAMAGES 
JUSTIFIED  Qv  Sid  Bailey 


r. •  ;/\ 
EUPHORION  GAVE  A 
CHANCE  TO 

LiNPUBIJSHED  NOVELISTS 
BRAVERY 

In  June  1952  the  real 
breakthrough  occurred.  A  book 
that  could  not  find  a  publisher  in 
Germany  was  taken  up  by 
Euphorion  nnd  immediately 
became  a  best  seller.  With  a 
forward  by  British  air  ace 
Douglas  Bader  it  ran  to  six 
editions  in  just  three  years. 
STUKA  PILOT  by  Hans  Ulrich 
Rudel,  the  most  decorated  pilot  in 
the  German  Luftwaffe,  told  the 
story  of  2530  operational  sorties 
over  the  Eastern  front. 
Destroying  500  Russian  tanks 
and  even  a  battleship. 

The  story  of  Rudel,  his 
friendship  with  the  Mosleys, 
eventual  banning  from  this 
country  and  continued 
harassment  by  the  British 
authorities  together  with  the 
reasons  why  Euphorion  was 
wound  down  is  told  in  the  next 
issue  of  COMRADE 

•  The  Euphorion  edition  of  Faust 
is  long  out  of  print  but  readers 
can  obtain  a  photocopy  of  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley's  preface  to  the 
hook  by  sending  a  cheque  in 
favour  of  FO  ,W.  or  equivalent  in 
postage  stamps  for  £1.00  (no 
coins  please)  to  BCM/F.O.M.,  \ 
London.  WCIS  JXX 


Why  has  there  been  such  a  rush 
of  advertisements  for  the  public 
to  make  claims  for  injuries?  It 
would  seem  a  'get  rich  quick' 
racket  is  about,  copying  what 
happens  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  How  did  this 
opportunity  suddenly  become 
available?  With  the  cost  of  legal 
Aid  soaring.  (he  Labour 
Government  withdrew  the 
provision  of  Legal  Aid  to  injury 
victims.  Enter  the  lawyer. 

Why  did  the  Legal  Aid  budget 
rocket  away?  The  passing  of  so- 
called  anti-discrimination 

legislation  led  to  an  explosion  of 
claims.  Professional  'do-gooders’ 
jumped  at  the  chance  to  attack 
the  normal  process  of  life  that 
had  been  established  in  Britain 
for  centuries.  It  was  reported  last 
year  that  three  lawyers  drew  a 
million  pounds  in  one  year,  and 
there  were  lots  more  trailing  not 
very  far  behind. 

GENUINE  INJU  RY  CLAIMS 

Is  it  really  necessary  for  such 
claims  to  have  to  go  through  an 
expensive  legal  system  at  all? 
Much  more  use  could  be  made  of 
informal  tribunal  hearings.  It  only 
has  to  establish  that  an  injury  was 
caused  and  that  the  claimant 
suffered  hardship.  It  must 
establish  that  someone  other  than 
the  claimant  was  responsible  for 
the  accident.  Awards  could  be 
made  to  compensate  for  any 
incapacity,  though  in  many  cases 
a  pension  rather  than  a  lump  sum 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  the 
injured  person. 

TRAUMATIC  DISTRESS 
Another  group  of  claims  that  are 
prevalent  are  those  for  Traumatic 
Distress  caused  by  being  present 
at  some  distressing  incident. 
These  arc  very  difficult  to  prove. 
It  depends  on  the  person's  mind 
or  the  person’s  mental  state.  It 
seems  strange  that  people  in 
professions  where  they  arc  likely 
to  be  involved  in  distressing 
incidents,  such  as  police  and 
firemen,  should  expect  special 
payments  to  compensate.  If 
medical  conditions  are  involved, 
sick  pay  or  pension  provisions 
should  sutTice.  Members  of  the 
armed  forces  have  witnessed 
many  horrible  things  over  the 
years  and  have  not  been  able  to 
make  any  claims.  Stress  and 
trauma  arc  just  the  current  'in* 

I  words  that  lawvers  seek  to 


exploit.  All  such  cases  should  be 
very  carefully  looked  at. 

DISCRIMINATION  CASES 
These  cases  scan  to  gobble  up  a 
lot  of  money  allocated  to  legal 
Aid.  The  Government  has  set  up 
commissions  and  boards  to  sec 
that  the  legislation  on 
discrimination  is  complied  with. 
Local  authorities  have  appointed 
officials  to  do  a  similar  job  in 
each  locality.  Now  it  is  just 
common  sense  that,  if  you 
appoint  someone  to  make  sure 
that  all  cases  of  discrimination 
arc  pursued,  you  can  be  sure 
those  officials  will  find  plenty  of 
cases.  If  they  did  not  they  would 
soon  be  out  of  a  job.  In  Britain 
we  have  always  until  now 
managed  without  this  legislation. 
We  are  currently  being  told  that 
we  have  always  had  immigrants 
in  this  oountiy.  Such  immigrants 
have  always  prospered  and  they 
did  not  need  special  legislation. 
Those  that  obeyed  the  law  never 
came  to  any  harm.  Today 
everybody  except  the  ordinary 
people  of  this  country  are  being 
told  night  and  day  that  they  arc 
discriminated  against.  Then 
lawyers  tell  them  they  can  claim 
large  sums  in  compensation.  We 
always  have  been  able  to  choose 
who  we  like,  who  we  want  to  live 
near,  who  we  want  to  employ, 
who  we  want  to  promote. 
Freedom  means  choice,  we 
usually  choose  the  best  person  for 
the  task  in  hand,  anything  else  is 
self-defeating.  In  sex 
discrimination  cases  the  same 
thing  applies.  In  most  cases 
where  people  make  claims  it  is  to 
hide  their  own  inadequacy,  for  an 
employer  he  would  be  a  fool  ifhc 
did  nol  employ  the  most  suitable 
person. 

HUMAN  RIGHTS  Cl  AIMS 

This  is  another  growth  industry. 
Some  lawyers  see  this  legislation 
as  the  biggest  'gravy  train'  of  all. 
One  group  of  well  known 
lawyers  have  even  formed  a 
special  company  to  take  these 
cases. 

We  should  not  follow  the  path  of 
the  United  States  of  .America  and 
allow  massive  handouts  of  funds 
from  Ihc  money  intended  for  the 
Public  Services.  In  the  end  it  is 
the  ordinary  people  of  this 
country  who  pay  through 
increased  taxes  or  insurance 
premiums. 
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LOYALTY  EXEMPLIFIED 


Sir  Oswald  Mosley  — 
Leader  and  C  ompanion 


by  Ronald  Creasy 
Although  in  a  favoured  position, 
from  an  early  age  I  became  aware 
of  the  inconsistency  and 
inequalities  degrading  to 
mankind  Automatically  I 
became  attracted  to  such  societies 
as  the  English  Array  and  English 
My  stery  with  their  new  ideas  an 
philosophy  but  gradually  it 
became  apparent  that  they  were 
self-centred  and  without  the 
courage  of  essential  action  which 
would  expose  them  to  the  rigours 
of  the  outside  world  It  was 
natural  that  in  the  early  days 
Mosley  s  struggle  against 
increasing  political  corruption 
attracted  my  attention,  altering 
essential  interest  His  policy  was 
clcarlv  advanced  in  the  right 
direction  There  was  a  resonant 
cry  from  the  people  which 
disturbed  me  deeply,  creating  an 
immediate  resolution  that  I  would 
do  in  my  power  to  ussisl  the 


A  VISION  SPLENDID 


h\  Louise  Irvine 
This  is  not  an  erudite  political 
dissertation,  but  the  personal 
thoughts  of  someone  involved  in 
life  in  the  1930s  1  cannot  claim 
to  have  been  a  founder  member 
In  1935  I  left  college,  und 
obtained  my  first  elementary 
school  teacher's  post  in 
Birmingham 

I  soon  discovered  that 
unbelievably  had  conditions 
existed  Back-to-hack  slum 
houses  low-  wages, 

unemployment,  malnutrition 
Worst  of  all  there  seemed  to  be 
no  decisive  effort  to  remedy  these 
wrongs 


cause  being  led  by  the  supreme 
calibre  of  Moslev 

SEEING  THE  EIGHT 
Bn 1 1 sTi  Union  literature  had  been 
sent  to  me  resulting  m  my  wife 
and  I  becoming  close  fnends  of 
Enc  Sberston  and  his  mother 
Enc  Sherston  was  then  Distnct 
leader  for  the  Woodbndge 
Division  His  mother,  a  widow, 
supported  him  to  the  hilt, 
providing  a  powerful  cur  fitted 
with  a  roof  platform  and  full 
speaking  equipment  At  that  time 
1  asked  Sherston  to  arrange  on 
appointment  for  me  to  he 
introduced  to  Mosley  in  Ixmdon 
Sherston  and  I  drove  to  I-ondon 
parking  outside  Mosley  's  oflicc 
conveniently  close  to 
Westminster  We  were  ushered  in 
by  Raven  Thomson  Moslev  was 
sitting  at  a  solid  table  placed  on  a 
flash  and  circle  floor  He  spoke 
bneflv  to  Sherston  before  being 
introduced  to  me.  His  hand  held 
out  for  a  warm  handshake  and  he 
followed  up  with  some  brief 
formal  words  and  answers  to  a 
letter  1  had  written  him  My 
immediate  impression  was  of  a 
powerful  and  far-seeing  mind, 
resolute  closely  aware  of  his 
ability  to  meet  the  highest  an 
even  terms  or  those  less  endowed 
with  comforting  case  How  well 
this  mixture  served  him  in 
dealing  with  any  raucous 
opponent 

Mosley  asked  me  a  simple 
question  What  did  I  think  of  his 
policy  for  a  better  Britain?  I 

We  needed  a  man  of  action,  a 
man  of  vision.  I  read  and 
accepted  Oswald  Mosley’s 
revolutionary  policies  for  Britain 
and  the  Empire  as  it  was  then, 
and  became  a  member  of  the 
B.U.F  in  1936  in  Birmingham 
Mosley's  name  was  still  revered 
by  many  in  the  Black  Country  ,  m 
contrast  to  the  stolid  apathy  of 
the  old  politicians.  Mosley's 
dynamic  proposals  to  make 
Bntatn  'a  land  fit  for  heroes' 
shone  like  a  beacon 

POLIC  IES  OF  SENSE 
Immediate  road  building 
schemes,  slum  clearance  and  new 
housing,  treated  with  war  lime 
urgency,  releasing  finance  to 
support  the  nation,  a  forward 
looking  agricultural  policy .  so 
long  neglected  In  the  1930s 
Britain  and  Empire  were  pan  of 
our  lives  and  Mosley  hcltcvod  in 
development  of  Empuc  lot  the 
development  of  all  its  peoples  In 
1939  1  was  haunted  by  the 
thought  that  once  again  Europe 
would  be  lorn  by  war  I 
unashamed)  \  and  honourably 
opposed  a  declaration  of  war 
while  there  was  still  a  chance  of 


replied  "Sir  Oswald  Moslev  it  is 
part  of  my  own  heart  the  sooner 
it  is  implemented  the  better 
Perhaps  you  will  advise  that  ( 
become  Distnct  leader  for  the 
Eve  Parliamentary  Division  1 
am  prepared  to  give  my  all  in  the 
struggle  ahead'  Wc  left  the 
office  with  Raven  Thomson  as 
his  guest  at  a  nearby  cafe  for  light 
refreshment  with  no  break  ui  the 
flow  of  conversation 
LOYALTY 

In  the  years  to  follow  opportunity 
for  conversation  with  Moslev 
oflen  arose  and  our  convcrsaUon 
would  often  turn  to  past 
philosophers  such  as  Descartes. 
Dr  Johnson,  Spengler.  Socrates 
and  Voltaire  We  disagreed  on 
Spengler 's  niftier  pessimistic 
outlook,  which  I  felt  could  at 
least  be  a  rational  warning  If  his 
prognostications  had  been  heeded 
following  events  might  have  been 
very  different 

It  is  good  to  go  back  to  those 
early  years  With  unfailing 
energy  Sherston  and  I  would  hold 
three  or  four  meetings  an  evening 
with  the  help  of  our  loud 
speaking  equipment,  dashing 
from  one  village  to  another,  from 
town  to  town,  including  Diss. 
Ipswich  and  Norwich.  My 
extremely  reliable  supporters 
never  tired  of  painting  river 
walls,  towers  and  raadwavs  with 
signs  and  slogans  until  the  whole 
area  resounded  with  the  name 
Mosley  and  the  decorative  flash 
and  circle  as  the  symbol  of  the 
times 


negotiated  peace  There  wits 
nothing  traitorous  in  mv  attitude 
FATEFUL  PROMISE 
For  the  past  years  Oswald 
Mosley  had  advocated  a  re¬ 
armament  programme  in 
readiness  should  Bn  lain  or  the 
Empire  lie  attacked,  in  which 
case  we  would  fight  to  defend 
ourselves  The  fateful  promise 
BnUun  gave  to  Poland,  which  we 
were  unable  to  fulfil,  saw  the  end 
of  peace  in  Europe  and  the  world 
in  1940  the  pernicious 
Regulation  18b  came  into  force, 
which  saw  the  impnsonment. 
without  charge  or  Inal  of  Sir 
Oswald  Moslev.  and  many 
members  of  U.U  including  m\ 
husband  and  mvsclf,  a  blot  on 
British  history,  and  'in  the 
highest  degree  odious’ 
AFTERMATH 

The  end  of  the  war  lound  us  in  a 
completely  changed  work!  which 
we  had  known  would  always 
happen 

Bntam  and  the  Empire 
diminished,  communism  spread 
throughout  much  of  Europe 
Poland  under  Russian  domination 


With  gratitude  1  think  of  the 
mnnv  loyal  supporters  who  gave 
unstintingly  their  tune  and 
endeavours  Thcv  were  alwavs 
there  to  protect  against  often 
imported  communists 
ELECTION 

The  culmination  was  my  election 
to  the  Eye  Borough  Council  as  a 
BUF  supporter  Then  Eve  was 
honoured  by  Mosley  speaking  to 
u  crowded  mccung  at  the  Town 
Hall  where  he  and  1  received 
vociferous  acclaim  Perhaps  most 
memorable  of  all.  Mosley  had 
dined  with  my  wife  and  I  at  our 
house  and  wc  had  walked  in  the 
garden  before  the  meeting  where 
we  discussed  philosophical 
thoughts  at  great  length.  It  made 
us  five  minutes  late  for  the 
meeting  which  wc  became  aware 
when  wc  heard  the  Town  Hall 
clock  in  the  vallev  sinking  the 
hour  That  blessed  hour  of 
destiny  and  prophecy 
Mosley  moved  on  into  living 
posterity  In  his  foresight  the 
past,  present  and  future  will  be 
established  into  the  history  of 
future  generations  bom  out  of  the 
dust  of  a  fallen  civilisation, 
which  turned  is  back  on  sanity  of 
progress  in  the  machinations  of 
the  past  century  When  the 
decadence  and  political 
chicanery  of  this  age  has  passed 
into  limbo  the  spirit  of  the 
great  leaders  of  the  past  rise 
again  to  build  a  lasting, 
regenerate  cis'ilisation  free 
from  the  tentacles  of  Mammon. 


—  where  was  our  promise  to  the 
Poles  in  1939? 

Britain's  voice  at  Yalta  was 
negligible  with  Russia  and 
America  the  two  dominant 
countries 

Oswald  Moisey,  once  again  with 
his  great  vision  and  grasp  of 
world  politics  wus  the  spearhead 
of  modem  thought  Lads  Moslev 
wrote  m  1985  that  the  day  war 
ended  O.M  said  lacistn  is  dead, 
now  wc  must  make  Europe'.  -  his 
policy  for  Europe  a  Nation  was 
clearls  stated 

To  me  tt  seemed  the  next  logical 
step  forward.  It  would  constitute 
a  third  tbrcc  between  Russia  and 
America  and  abolish  the 
internecine  wars  which  had 
ravaged  Europe 

The  best  of  European  science  and 
technology  would  bring  great 
benefits 

There  is  a  great  Greco-Roman 
history  which  is  the 
background  to  our  European 
thought  and  culture.  One  thing 
is  certain  -  the  ideal  of  Oswald 
Mosley's  ‘Vision  Splendid'  still 
lis'es  on. 
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Mosley's  short  lived  New  Party  is  often  dismissed  as  an 
interregnum  between  leaving  the  Labour  Party  and  founding  the 
British  Union.  Research  reveals  this  to  be  a  half  truth.  An 
appropriate  slogan  might  have  been  NEW  PARTY  -  NEW' 
THINKING. 

A  DAY  IN  THE  PARK 
SATURDAY  AUGUST  Is  1  1 93 1 


SIR  OSWALD  MOSLEY  M.P. 
GOVERNMENT  OF  MUTTONS’ 


Unconfirmed  reports  state  that 
Mosley  poured  £100.000  into 
the  New  Party.  A  32  page 
weekly  newspaper.  cinema 
advertising,  pamphlets  issued  in  a 
hectic  orange.  plush 
Westminister  headquarters, 
meetings  in  the  largest  halls  in 
the  country  showed  that  Mosley 
certainly  meant  business.  Perhaps 
the  chosen  symbol  of  a  clenched 
hand  holding  a  marigold  did 
leave  the  party  open  to  a  degree 
of  levity! 

GALA  PAY 

Outside  mainstream  politics,  one 
of  the  major  events  of  the  New 
Party  was  staging  a  fete  and  gala 
at  Rcnishaw  Park.  Eckington, 
near  Sheffield  at  the  invitation  of 
the  owner.  Captain  Osbcrt 
Sitwell.  Admission  costing  6p  in 
today’s  money  (children  half 
price)  attracted"  40.000  people.  It 
was  billed  as  the  biggest  and 
cheapest  one  day  attraction  in  the 
whole  of  Great  Britain:  Punch 
and  Judy;  Tombola.  Clock  Golf; 
Roller  Skating  and  Win  a  Pig 


BERATES  THE 


I 

were  supplemented  by  a  ten  act 
stage  show;  the  Sheffield 
Orpheus  Choir,  a  3 1  Brass  Band 
contest:  500  entry  Athletic 
meeting;  a  steeplechase  around 
the  park  and  boxing  with  rising 
star.  Billy  Wells  winning  on 
points  in  a  10  round  contest  and 
exhibition  rounds  by  coloured 
Canadian  heavyweight  Larry 
Gains  certainly  drew  the  crowds. 
By  sunset,  a  lucky  programme 
number  could  win  you  a  brand 
new  Morris  Minor  saloon  car. 

THE  MAIN  EVENT 
Politics  were  not  forgotten. 
Guests  of  honour.  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley  M.P.  together  with  his 
wife.  Lady  Cynthia  Mosley  M.P. 
both  gave  rousing  speeches. 
Thanks  to  recently  discovered 
contemporaneous  notes  it  is 
possible  to  recall  in  some  detail 
Sir  Oswald’s  speech. 

He  started  with  a  scathing  attack 
on  the  government  saying  “I 
stand  here  today  because  the 
Labour  Party  of  which  I  was  a 
former  member  had  shamefully 
betrayed  its  pledge  to  the  workers 


BILLBOARD  ADVERTISING  THE  NEW  PARTY  WEEKLY 
NEWSPAPER  ACTION 


By  Guv  Mansell 


RENISHAW  HALL 

(CONTEMPORARY 
PICTURE) _ 

at  the  last  election.  It  would  have 
been  an  easier  course  for  me  to 
have  sat  tight  in  office  than  go 
into  the  political  wilderness,  but 
had  I  done  so  I  could  never  have 
felt  in  my  heart  that  I  had  been 
true  to  the  working-class  during 
the  time  I  was  fighting  the 
workers  battle.  Were  the  Labour 
members  of  Parliament 
displaying  placards  at  the  last 
election  telling  the  people  that  if 
they  voted  labour  their  wages 
would  be  lowered  and  their  hour 
lengthened.  Did  Miss  Bondfield 
tell  them  that  they  would  get  less 
unemployment  benefit?  The 
reverse  was  promised,  yet  those 
things  have  happened  under  a 
Labour  government.  I  charge 
Labour  with  not  having  the  ’guts’ 
or  the  courage  to  do  anything.  I 
am  often  told  that  I  am  imitating 
Rome  by  people  who  spend  their 
lives  imitating  Moscow  (cheers 
and  applause).  Any  movement  I 
have  anything  to  do  with  will  not 
be  a  movement  based  on  Italy  or 
Russia,  but  a  British  movement 
(applause).  Is  it  not  time  we  put 
our  own  country  first?  When  you 


have  a  crisis  in  Germany  Mr 
MacDonald  and  Mr  Henderson 
rush  to  Berlin.  You  cannot  get 
anything  done  today  unless  you 
are  a  foreigner.  If  a  man  was 
drowning  today  he  would  have  to 
shout  for  help  in  German 
(laughter).  Economy  at  the 
expense  of  the  worker.  Economy 
at  the  expense  of  the  policeman, 
civil  servant  and  the  school 
teacher.  You  have  tried 
government  by  the  old  men  of  all 
parties.  We  are  now  asking  you 
now  to  give  the  young  men  a 
chance  in  government" 
(applause). 


SIR  OSWALD  MOSLEY  AND 
LADY  CYNTHIA  TRYING 
THEIR  LUCK  AT  THE 

fcQCONUT  SHY _ 

POSTSCRIPT 

Who  won  the  Morris  Minor?  At 
1 0pm  that  night  the  lucky 
programme  number  was 
announced  but  no  one  claimed  it. 
After  discussion  with  Sir  Oswald 
it  was  decided  to  donate  it  to  a 
local  Sheffield  charity,  the 
Children’s  Seaside  Holiday  Fund. 
The  end  of  an  innovative  day  in 
the  life  of  the  short  lived  New 
Party  but  a  pre-cursor  to  greater 
and  more  lasting  epoch  making 
events. 
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We  continue  Blackhirt  and  D-Day  Paratrooper  Robert  Richards  abridged  memoirs  of  Newcastle  BUF 
Branch. 

During  the  formative  years  he  had  taken  casual  work  in  order  to  devote  more  time  to  movement 
activities.  After  getting  married  he  needed  to  return  to  full-time  work.  But  as  these  memoirs  show  he 
continues  during  1936  to  further  the  Movements  cause,  leading  to  his  later  appointment  as  District 
Leader. 

HOW  THE  BUF  CAME  TO  GEORDIELAND 


It  had  become  an  annual  practice 
during  the  dark  cold  days  of 
January  and  February,  to  set 
aside  two  evenings  per  week 
devoted  to  a  study  of  some  aspect 
of  ‘The  Greater  Britain’.  It  is 
remembered  that  in  1936. 
Chapter  III.  ‘The  State  and  the 
Citizen  (Public  Service  -  Private 
Liberty:  and  Fitness  and 

Happiness)'  was  the  subject  of 
such  attention.  The  aspects  of  this 
particular  study  which  generated 
most  discussion  were  OM's 
reference  to  fitness. 

‘It  is  a  part  of  the  dedicated  life 
of  a  new  movement  to  maintain 
that  constant  training  in  mind  and 
body  which  is  in  readiness  to 
serve  when  the  time  come’. 

ON  THE  STREETS 
An  immediate  reaction  among 
several  of  the  more  energetic 
young  members  was  to  want 
weekly  *PT’  sessions  to  be 
started.  This  burst  of  enthusiasm 
was  countered  by  other  members 
stating  that  as  members  if  a 
variety  of  sports  clubs  they  were 
already  involved  in  keeping  fit. 
and  extra  involvement  of  this 
kind  would  be  interfering  with 
their  time  available  for  Branch 
activities!  A  further  view  point 
was  proffered;  that  a  ‘Harrier 
Group'  participating  in  a  weekly 
road-run  as  a  ‘pack’,  might  well 
provide  a  unique  publicity 
opportunity!  The  upshot  was  that 
throughout  most  of  1 936.  a  group 
of  ’blackshirtcd  harriers’  would 
be  seen  jogging  around  various 
districts  and  localities  to 
Tyneside,  most  weekends  or 
evenings. 

This  particular  recollection  is 
highlighted  because,  in  retrospect 
it  is  believed  that  the  inspiration 
behind  this  activity  was  to  have  a 
much  deeper  clfcct  and  reaction 
on  many  of  our  young  members 
of  the  Movement  in  the  next  2  or 
3  years. 

SELF  ANALYSIS 
On  one  particular  evening  before 
the  cold  Winter  gave  way  to 
Spring  a  very  long  discussion 
took  place  on  the  varied 
experiences  of  the  members  who 
had  participated  in  the  intensive 
street-sales  general  election 
campaign  in  1935.  This  self- 
examination  can  best  be 
appreciated  in  the  following 
tabulated  summary:- 


1)  The  Blackshirt  uniform  had 
proved  to  be  a  distinct  advantage 
when  worn  by  sales-tcams. 

2)  One  (most  central)  sales-pitch 
should  never  fail  to  be  fully- 
manned  every  week.  That 
additional  pitches  should  be 
brought  into  operation  from  time 
to  time  (i.e.  special  political 
happenings,  etc.)  to  create  a  BU 
impact  on  public  interest. 

3)  A  sales-leam  working  a  single- 
pitch  at  any  one  period  should 
preferably,  number  4  personnel, 
and  that  the  whole  team  needed 
to  be  concentrated  with  a  40 
yards  (approx.)  range.  In  addition 
to  the  visual  effect  of  uniforms 
and  placards,  the  voice  should 
also  be  used  to  draw  attention. 

4)  The  Blackshirt  on  sale-duty 
should  be  prepared  to  deal  with  a 
wide  and  varied  range  of 
enquiries  from  the  public  (good 
'PR'  was  vital  in  the  light  of 
media  bias)  i.e.:- 

a)  Straight  forward  questions  on 
BU  policy,  and/or  view,  on  a 
current  controversial  political  or 
economic  issues; 

b)  Give  directions  for  finding  I 
some  near  by  street:  road:  store 

or  shop  etc. 

c)  Not  to  be  surprised  if  they 
were  mistakenly  thought  to 
represent  a  religious  order,  sect 
or  cult  bv  some  people,  and  so  it 
was  important  to  treat  the  error 
with  courtesy,  whilst  firmly 
avoiding  any  kind  of  religious 
argument; 

d)  To  quickly  distinguish  the 
genuine  and  on  the  other  hand, 
the  distracting  time-wasting 
enquiries  (usually  a  very  verbose 
covert  ‘red’);  in  these 
circumstances  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  move  without  undue 
haste,  towards  your  nearest 
colleague,  helpful  also  if  your 
colleague  was  able  to  assess  the 
situation  and  also,  without  undue 
haste,  move  in.  This  tactic 
invariably  discouraged  the 
prolongation  of  the  situation  or 
argument. 

"  PUBLIC  DISCONTENT 
During  the  first  12  months  of  the 
newly  elected  National 
Government  it  was  becoming 
increasingly  evident  from  various 
sources,  (i.e.  readers’  letter  to  the 
press;  works  canteens;  local 
pubs:  sports  club  dressing  rooms, 
and  other  centres  of  social 


gathering,  and  not  least  of  all 
from  our  own  street-sales  teams 
being,  rather  more  than  usual.  - 
'asked  questions')  that  in 
addition  to  the  public  discontent 
with  the  continuing  decline  of 
Britain's  economic  management 
there  was  also  developing  a 
‘ground  swell  of  public  concern 
and  confusion  with  Britain’s 
foreign  policy  and  related 
defence?' 


For  one  reason  or  another  both 
Government  and  Opposition  in 
the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
House  of  Lords  were  reportedly 
both  appearing  to  agree  that 
‘Collective  Security'  under  the 
aegis  of  the  League  of  Nations 
was  of  the  utmost  importance. 
(British  Union  has  for  many 
years  been  on  record  as  advocates 
for  strong  well  armed  and 
modernised:  Sea  Land  and  Air 
Defence  Services). 

The  National  Government 
announced  measures  for 
expanding  and  strengthening  the 
armed  forces  and  the  mass 
production  of  civilian  gas-masks. 
The  Conservative  Party  declared 
that  it  wanted  ‘Peace  through 
Strength'.  Whilst  the  Labour 
Party  urged  a  policy  of 
’Disarmament'  and  at  the  same 
time,  aided 
pacifists 
communists: 


Britain  enlbrces  measures  to 
prevent  German  rearmament'. 

The  print  and  news  media  were 
presented  with  a  field-day!,  the 
'experts'  could  not  go  wrong!: 
Alleged  authoritative  sources 
were  providing  column  of 
speculative  information.  Opinion¬ 
moulding  reports  dressed-up  as 
'news'  were  at  a  premium!  The 
general  public  had  been  given  to 
understand  after  the  general 
election  ’35  by  their  (democratic) 
free  press,  that  they  were  either: 
•political  swingers'  or 
‘apathetic’!  Now  they  were  being 
told  by  the  same  'free  press'  that 
they  had  the  choice  of 'Peace'  if: 
'They  rearmed  and  carried  gas¬ 
masks'  or  'Disarmed  and  forced 
Germany  to  do  likewise' 


The  'news’  propaganda  being 
'fed'  to  our  people  was  mind- 
bending.  manipulative  and 
destabilising.  Public  opinion  was 
utterly  confused.  Against  this 
background  the  Spring  Budget. 
1936.  was  launched.  Those 
fortunate  enough  to  be  in 
employment  had  their  income-tax 
substantially  increased.  The  price 
of  bread  was  to  be  increased. 
Unemployment  was  still 
growing.  In  J arrow -upon-Tync. 
seven  'workers'  out  of  every  ten 
were  without  work!.  The  'Jarrow 
I  lunger  March'  to  London  was 
organised  and  got  under-way  in 
October. 

During  1936.  the  BLIF  published 
a  ready-reference  pocket  book: 

'  100  Questions  and  Answers’.  It 


immediately  became  an  essential 
'piece  of  equipment’,  second 
by  clamouring  1  only  to  the  Blackshirt  uniform, 

and  hysterical  '  The  value  of  this  booklet  was  its 

’Demanded  that  facility  to  covey  succinctly  a 
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rapid  understanding  of  the 
essential  elements  of  the  Mosley 
Message.  The  members 
welcomed  this  invaluable  aid.  Its 
publication  was  timely! 

W  ALL  OF  SILENCE 
It  is  re-called  that  during  the 
summer  months  of  '36  an  air  of 
expectancy^’)  seemed  to  prevail 
among  the  young  Blackshirts,  an 
enthusiasm,  excitement,  and 
keenness  to  get  out  onto  the  City 
streets.  more  than  ever! 
Somehow  the  ‘wall  of  silence’ 
must  be  breached?;  the  people 
were  being  gravely  misguided! 
The  sales -teams  mounted  a 
campaign  that  like  that  of  '35 
general  election  except  that 
instead  of  three  weeks  they 
maintained  the  intensity  for 
almost  double  the  period. 

The  ‘Harrier  Keep-Fit  Group' 
which  started  in  mid-Spring,  after 
sweat  and  some  aching  leg 
muscles,  settled  down  into  two 
separate  Sections.  The  'Z'  section 
was  about  2  dozen  (mostly  active 
sports  men  and  women)  doing  a 
weekly  run  through  urban  streets 
and  roads  of  about  5/6  miles.  A 
spcciul  feature  of  this  sections’ 
run  was  a  controlled  manoeuvre 
in  which  everyone  would,  from 
time  to  time,  close-up  and  form  a 
3  abreast  column  jogging  in-step. 
In  this  tight  formation  the  'Pack' 
would  commence  a  vocal  pace- 
timed  chant  (a)  ‘2-4-6-8-whom- 
do-wc-apprecinte?  -  M-O-S-L-E- 
Y-  MOSLEY!'  and  (b)  'left- 
right-lcft-right  (repeat),  'for- 
whom-do-we-fight?  -  wc-fight- 
for-Briiain-only!'  or  *2-4-6-8- 
thc-K  ing-must -not-ahd  icate ! ' . 
Following  each  of  these 
demonstrative  tactics  the  ‘Pack’ 
would  break-step  and  resume 
informal  jogging. 

I  section  was  for  ‘beginners',  led 
and  encouraged  by  two  or  three 
of  the  very  fit  *Z'  section.  This 
second  section  tumed-out  at  least 
twice  a  month,  participating  in  a 
less  demanding  3  miles  road 
route  at  what  was  known  as 
'scout-pace'.  This  comprised  an 
even  mixture  of  walking  and 
jogging  (200  yards  fast  walk  - 

200  yards  jog:  there  w  as  no  vocal 
out-put).  After  about  three  or  four 
of  these  ‘beginner-work -outs' 
some  moved  to  the  ‘Z’  section 
programme,  whilst  others  w-erc 
satisfied  to  remain  with  the  *x* 
section.  From  both  sections  came 
the  team  leaders,  men  and 
women,  for  the  intensified 
activities  on  the  City  streets  of 
'Gcordicland'. 

BROTHER/SISTERHOOD 

It  is  or  interest  to  record  that 
these  activities  contributed  to  a 
noticeably  rapid  development  of 
a  comradely  team-spirit  among 
members  from  widely  differing 


backgrounds.  leading  very 
quickly  to  an  equally  rapid 
throwing-otT  of  the  initial 
reticence  and  shyness  of  some  of 
the  new  young  intake  to  our 
politically  vigorous  Movement. 
After  an  invigorating  'harrier- 
pack'  work-out.  tongues  would 
be  enthusiastically  exercised! 
Invariably  the  conversations 
would  start  with  some  particular 
reaction  to  the  'blackshirt' 
harriers  as  they  jogged  by, 
particularly  when  they  were 
going  a  ‘publicity-chant’.  Whilst, 
by-and-largc.  the  neighbourhood 
folk  were  curious,  the  openly  and 
audibly  expressed  comments 
made  from  time  to  time  were 
rather  surprising?  Not  least  of  all: 
the  shouts  of  encouragement  and 
loudly  spoken  words  of  support 
were  not  infrequent.  The 
derogatory  shouts  when  they  did 
occur  were  always  after  the 
‘pack’  had  passed  by.  There  was, 
among  those  participating,  a 
highly  satisfied  feeling  that  they 
were  doing  ‘their-bit’  in 
breaching  the  'wall  of  silence' 
and  above  all.  many  other  people 
seemed  to  think  so  to! 


OVERSEAS  EVENTS 
Other  topics  of  conversation  on 
these  occasions  related  to  the 
emotive  attention  being  given  by 
the  media  to  European  events, 
notably:  the  ‘Spanish  civil  war" 
and  the  Italo-Abysinian  conflict-. 
Much  speculative  reporting  and 
comment  on  the  so-called 
reactions  of  other  European 
governments  to  these  events  was 
being  served  up  in  considerable 
doses  to  our  people  by  the  print 
and  radio  media.  Highlighting  in 
particular  the  growing  use  of  war 
planes  in  both  of  these  theatres  of 
"bloody  violence'.  Seemingly,  to 
herald  the  announcement  that  - 
‘Britain  was  to  Expand  the  Royal 
Air  F  orce  at  the  rate  of  one  new 


squadron  per  month'.  This  was 
soon  to  be  followed  by  a  second 
announcement:  'The  Air  Ministry 
is  planning  to  recruit  an  RAF 
volunteer  reserve'. 

Britain's  economic  problems 
were  receiving  less  and  less 
media  attention.  By  the  Autumn 
'36.  the  concentration  of  the 
news  media  reporting  and 
manipulative  comment  on 
political  problems  outside  Britain 
were  dearly  hav  ing  a  discernible 
effect  upon  our  people,  one  could 
now  detect  a  growing  uncertainty 
and  uncase  among  many  ,  and  in 
others,  a  misguided  bias.  The 
power  of  the  'Press’  was 
becoming  more  and  more 
obvious!  The  following  quote 
from  OM's  speech  to  an  audience 
numbering  thousands  in  East 
London.  was  to  he  of 
considerable  significance  to  all 
Blackshirts  in  the  light  of  what 
was  soon  to  follow  :- 
'They  say  their  system  is  all  right 
and  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
it.  But  how  arc  we  to  judge  any 
system?  Surely  by  the  conditions 
of  its  people!  Today  we  have  in 
England  low  wages:  long  hours; 


rotten  houses:  unemployment  and 
poverty  corrupting  our  people  - 
all  unnecessary!  ...‘ 

JARROW  TRITHS 
In  November,  the  Jarrow  Hunger 
Marches'  arrived  in  London  only 
to  find  that  the  Prime  Minister. 
Stanley  Baldwin,  not  only 
refused  to  meet  a  deputation  of 
'Marchers',  but  staled  publidy. 
'This  is  the  way  dvil  strife 
begins  and  civil  strife  may  not 
end  until  it  is  dvil  war!' 

The  Jarrow  marchers  also  found 
the  loibour  Party  had  become 
very  wary  of  being  offidally  and 
publicly  identified  with  them  in 
London.  This  was  certainly  an 
about-face  attitude  from  that 
displayed  during  the  widely 
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publicised  ‘ballyhoo’  at  the  | 
commencement  of  the  march 
from  Tyneside.  Many  of  those 
unfortunate  Tynesiders  returned 
home,  more  embittered  and 
disillusioned,  realising  that  they 
had  been  blatantly  used,  and  their 
miserable  plight  cynically 
exploited  for  no  other  reason  that 
to  cover  a  communist  plot  to 
create  massive  disorder  in 
Britain's  capital.  (This  tactic  was 
to  be  glibly  referred  to.  some  50 
years  later,  as  :  ‘rent-a-mob"  by 
the  same  print-media  who  in 
1936  decided  that  that  | 
information  was  'not  in  the 
public  interest?). 

REPRESSIVE 

In  November  1936.  the  Public 
Order  Act.  was  rushed  through 
Parliament  and  became  law  on 
the  1°  Januaiy  1937.  The  media 
triumphantly  proclaimed  that  this 
Act  of  Parliament  sounded  the 
death-knell  for  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley. 

In  his  end-of-the-year-message 
the  District  Leader.  Jack  Lynne, 
reminded  'Geordic  Blackshirts  of 
a  speech  made  my  OM  on  the 
occasion  of  a  previous 
anniversary  in  which  he  said, 
quotc:- 

'  I  he  slow  soft  days  are  behind 
ns.  perhaps  for  ever.  Hard  days 
and  dark  nights  lie  ahead,  no 
relaxing  of  the  muscle  or  mind 
and  will.  It  is  at  once  our 
privilege  and  our  ordeal  to  live 
in  a  dangerous  period  in  the 
history  of  man.  The  tents  of 
ease  are  struck  and  the  soul  of 
man  is  once  more  upon  the 
march  ...*. 

The  New  Year  lay  ahead.  The 
second  year  of  the  ‘phlegmatic’ 
Stanley  Baldwin  ('all-party') 
Government.  The  S*  Year  of  the 
British  Union.  To  he  continued 
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The  fleet  of  speaker  vans  purchased  in  the  early  days  of  British 
Union  proved  to  be  an  excellent  investment.  All  did  valiant 
service  up  to  the  final  May  Day  Peace  Rally  in  1940.  Six  years 
before  three  of  the  vans  spent  the  summer  of  1934  touring  the 
country  publicising  Mosley’s  Agricultural  Policy. 

By  Tom  Maybanks 

SPREADING  THE  WORD 

Agriculture  always  took  a  leading  role  in  the  British  Union 
determination  to  rebuild  Britain.  For  nearly  a  century  this  great 
industry  had  been  the  sport  of  party  politics  and  the  victim  of  town 
based  politicians. 


newly  acquired  loud  speaker  vans 
were  requisitioned  for  a  five 
month  tour  of  the  country.  Apart 
from  the  driver  each  van  was 
staffed  with  two  experienced 
speakers.  Petrol  money  and  a 
small  allowance  to  sustain  the 
men  were  provided.  They  were 
expected  to  sleep  in  the  vans  but 
very  often  supporters  were 
pleased  to  put  them  up  for  the 
night  and  provide  a  cooked  meal. 
The  itinerary  of  two  meetings  a 


it  had  long  (alien  prey  to  j 
international  finance.  Chickens 
from  Poland.  Eggs  from  China. 
Butter  from  Russia.  Beef  from 
Argentina.  Danish  bacon  being 
imported  via  Germany  to  avoid 
quoter.  All  staples  that  with 
encouragement  from  the 
government  could  have 
stimulated  production  in  this 
country.  Walter  Elliot,  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  in  the 
National  Government  said  he 
"wanted  to  go  slow  on  reform"’ 
on  another  occasions  "We 
cannot  expect  any  vast  increase 
in  the  consumption  of  food" 
This  at  a  time  when  half  the 
nation  was  undernourished 
because  of  their  economic  plight. 
Just  20%  of  wheat  was  home 
grown  together  with  14%  of 
butter  while  the  declared 
'surplus'  of  milk  was  running  at 
40.000.000  gallons  a  month! 
TAKING  THE  MESSAGE  TO 
THE  PEOPLE 

The  well  documented  'Tythe 
Wars’  in  which  Blackshirts  took 
a  prominent  part  was  just  a 
symptom  of  the  desperate  state  of 
the  countryside.  Generating  the 
formation  of  politically  motivated 
groups  in  urban  and  rural 
communities,  was  a  problem  that 
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The  speaker  van  arriving  in  Tonbridge,  Kent.  In  charge  of  L  to  R; 
unknown  driver,  Mike  Goulding,  Bob  SheviD 


in  market  towns  such  as  Kendal. 
Ashford,  Appleby  and  Bedford. 
A  considerable  part  of  these 
audiences  were  made  up  from 
people  who  lived  in  the 
surrounding  countryside. 

Requests  to  Headquarters  inviting 
a  speaker  to  their  community 
often  came  from  small  towns  and 
villages.  Away  from  large  centres 
of  population,  the  urban  branch 
with  offices  and  club  facilities 
was  near  impossible  to  sustain. 
Reliance  needed  to  be  placed  on 
the  formation  of  active  politically 


day  was  based  on  the  many 
requests  that  had  been  received  at 
headquarters. 

ON  THE  ROAD 
On  Monday  April  30“  1934  the 
departing  vans  were  inspected  by 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  in  the 
courtyard  of  the  Blockhouse. 
Chelsea.  After  wishing  them  well 
and  to  the  cheers  of  members,  the 
van  turned  into  Kings  Road.  Van 
one  headed  for  Kent,  the 
southern  counties  and  onward  to 
Cornwall.  Van  two.  Essex,  up 
the  East  coast  onto 


Goulding,  Alexander.  Mason. 
Shcvill,  Collier.  George,  Preccc. 
Seaborn.  Ellis  and  Ogden.  The 
core  of  the  campaign  was  visiting 
small  towns  and  villages, 
distributing  literature,  holding  a 
meeting  and  hopefully  gaining 
membership.  All  wore  uniforms 
to  help  stimulate  interest.  As  one 
Blackshirt  commented  “This 
excited  greater  curiosity  rather 
than  being  a  pull”  Detailed 
reports  regularly  sent  to 
headquarters  spoke  of  meetings 
of  300/400  people.  Many  copies 
of  the  weekly  Blackshirt 
newspaper  were  sold. 

RESULTS 

In  the  wake  of  all  this  activity  “a 
promising  group  had  been  started 
in  Gravesend".  “The  Thanet 
branch  is  now  established". 
“Brightlingsca  has  registered  a 
branch  with  the  support  of 
workers  in  the  fishing  industry" 
again  seriously  effected  by  the 
lack  of  demand  because  of  cheap 
imports.  Fulfilling  the  targeted 
720  meetings  van  one  completed 
its  odyssey  in  late  September 
when  a  final  meeting  was  held  in 
St.  Just.  Cornwall.  The 
assessment  at  Headquarters 
was  that  this  novel  approach  to 
campaigning  had  been  a 
resounding  success. 

In  compiling  this  article  the 
author  was  privileged  to 
communicate  with  the  last 
surviving  member  of  the  193-1 
agricultural  tour,  blow  aged 
ninety,  this  brother  blackshirt, 
gave  valuable  information  tluit 
undoubtedly  would  have  been 
lost  for  ever.  A  debt  is  owed  to 
those  who  over  the  years  have 
provided  Comrade  with  first 
hand  accounts  of  events  mow 
distant  in  time.  We  exist  to 


the  agricultural  section  of  the  motivated  groups  in  every  polling  Northumberland.  Van  three,  the  research  and  publish  for 
British  Union  needed  to  address.  area.  West  Midlands.  Wales  and  posterity.  The  story  of  Mosley 


Apart  from  his  high  profile,  set 
piece  meetings.  Mosley  always 
included  speaking  arrangements 


VOX  POPIXLI 

With  the" slogan  "British  food 
for  British  mouths"  three  of  the 


and  his  supporters  lives  on. 


Scotland.  Among  the  permanent 
stajjf  and  volunteers  during  the 

five  months  were  Plathcn.  ^fascist  salute,  before  a  friendly 

match  with  Germany  at  White 
Heart  Lane.  Tottenham  in  1938! 
Finally,  readers  of  Comrade 
might  also  like  to  view  the  Band 
Stand  in  'The  Carfax'  market 
square,  and  stand  where  District 
Leader  of  Horsham.  Alfred 
Nightingale,  and  pioneer  of 
organic  (arming.  Jorian  Jcnks.  the 
British  Union  prospective 
parliamentary  candidate  for 
Horsham  and  Worthing,  stood 
many  times  thrilling  the 
assembled  town  and  country  folk 
with  their  stirring  oratory. 

A  visit  can  be  extended  to 
include  Selscy.  scene  of  the 
largest  Blackshirt  Summer  Camp 
in  1937.  Fuller  details  can  be 
found  in  the  publication 
Blackshirts-on-Sca. 


I  thoroughly  recommend  a  visit 
to  the  Drill  Hall  Exhibition,  and 
whilst  in  the  area  why  not  take  a 
look  at  the  plaque  outside 
Horsham  Museum,  in  The 
Causeway,  which  mentions  local 
minister,  Neville  Henderson's 
own  efforts  for  peace,  and  his 
enthusiastic  encouragement  to  the 
England  Football  Team  to  give  a 


MOSLEY 

SPEAKS 


ON  THE  TRAIL 


DrOt  Hall.  HORSHAM 

ITKMriajL  MM  Sul.  If- 


BLACKSHIRT 


HERITAGE  IN 


ADVERTISEMENT  FOR 
y  OS  LEVS  MEETING 
Peace  with  Honour  In  Europe', 
is  retold  by  a  local  resident. 
Particularly  amusing  is  a  pathetic 
attempt  by  'Red  Front’  hecklers 
to  disrupt  Mosley’s  speech,  the 
simple  device  of  blaring  out  the 
National  Anthem  on  a 
loudspeaker.  together  with 
stewards,  being  sufficient  to 
dampen  down  the  childish 
rowdiness  of  Mosley's 
opponents. 


HORSHAM 


A  fascinating  exhibition  charting 
the  history  of  the  Drill  Hall  in 
Dcnnc  Road.  Horsham.  West 
Sussex  has  recently  opened  to  the 
public  after  the  local  District 
Council  purchased  the  listed 
building  to  secure  its  use  far  the 
community. 

Inside  the  exhibition,  an  account 
of  a  mass  meeting  of  British 
Unkxvfn  February  1939.  to  urge 
‘Mind  Britain's  Business'  and 


DRILL  HAU.  HORSHAM 
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A  Life  of  Contrasts 
c'ii'bson  Square  Books 

fS'HN  1-903033-08-C' 
£10.90  (paperback) 


DIANA  STI'H  HER 
SISTER,  UNITY,  IN 
NL'RENBURG  1937 


A  LIFE  OF  CONTRASTS 


‘A  candid  page-turning  memoir' 
‘Witty  and  amusing’ 

‘Confident  and  adult’ 

‘Amusing  and  well  written’ 

‘An  autobiography  of  real  distinction 

Just  a  few  of  the  sharp  comments  that  Diana  Mosley’s 
autobiography  invoked  when  it  was  First  published  by  Hamish 
Hamilton  in  1977.  This  latest  edition  by  Gibson  Square  Books  has 
already  gone  into  a  reprint. 


’At  the  end  of  a  long  life  it  seems 
to  me  true  that  Belloc's  “laughter 
and  the  love  of  friends'*  arc 
indeed  among  the  things  that 
have  made  it  worth  living;  friends 
and  relations’,  writes  Diana 
Mosley.  Actually  she  first  wrote 
those  words  in  the  first  edition  of 
her  autobiography,  published  23 
years*  ago.  Happily,  the  ‘end  of  a 
long  life*  was  premature.  In  her 
nineties  Diana  Mosley  is  still 
with  us  but  'long  life'  is  now 
perhaps  more  apposite.  A  life 
filled  with  both  laughter  and  love 
as  this  new  edition  of  *A  Life  of 
Contrasts'  reminds  us. 

MARRIAGE 

The  ‘Contrasts'  of  the  title  were 
nevertheless  quite  stark.  One  of 
the  celebrated  Mi t ford  Girls  she 
was  bom  in  1910,  the  forth  of 
seven  children  of  Lord  and  Lady 
Rcdesdale.  An  early  marriage  to 
Bryan  Guinness  (later  Lord 
Moyne)  introduced  her  to  a 
different  world  to  that  of  her 
upbringing  which  had  been 
largely  that  of  country  life  in  a 
relatively  impoverished  upper- 
class  household.  The  reality 
sounds  every  bit  as  eccentric  as 
the  well-known  fictional  picture 
in  her  sister  Nancy’s  books.  Her 
marriage  brought  her  into  contact 
with  the  literary  and  artistic 
world  of  the  1920s  and  she 
became  close  friends  of  many 
prominent  writers  and  artists, 
some  of  w  hom  remained  friends 
for  life.  The  book  provides  vivid 
portraits  of  them,  notably  Lytton 
Strachcy.  lord  Berners  and 
Evelyn  Waugh,  as  well  as  of  the 
fashionable  world  associated  with 
people  like  Lady  Cunard.  another 
close  friend  at  the  time. 

The  marriage  ended  in  divorce 
and  she  later  married  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley,  who  became  the  most 
important  feature  in  her  life. 
Although  essentially  a  non¬ 
political  person,  in  the  1930s. 
quite  independently  of  Mosley, 
she  came  to  know  Hitler  and 
other  leaders  of  the  Third  Reich, 
something  which  the  ill-disposed 


continue  to  remember  and  raise 
on  every  possible  occasion, 
however  irrelevant.  The 
impressions  she  gives  here  of  the 
German  leaders  are  as  they 
appeared  to  her  at  the  time,  not  a 
view  qualified  by  hindsight.  She 
was  also  on  friendly  terms  with 
Winston  Churchill  to  whom  she 
was  related  and  there  is  an 
interesting  chapter  comparing 
Hitler  with  Churchill. 


ARREST 

In  May  1940  she  was  arrested 
under  Defence  Regulation  1 8B 
and  was  to  spend  the  next  three 
and  a  half  years  in  Holloway 
prison  followed  by  house  arrest 
for  the  rest  of  the  war.  To  the 
general  injustice  of  imprisonment 
without  trial  was  added  the 
particular  injustice  of 
imprisonment  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  she  was  married  to 
Mosley.  Moreover,  at  the  time  of 
her  arrest  she  was  breastfeeding 
an  eleven-week  old  baby  . 

After  the  war  and  the  eventual 
lifting  of  the  labour 
government's  petty  refusal  of 
passports  she  travelled  widely 
with  Mosley  and  they  eventually 
made  their  main  home  in  Franoe 
at  Orsay.  near  Paris.  Wherever 
they  were  she  provided  him  with 
constant  and  devoted  support. 


AUTHORSHIP 

She  demonstrated  very  practical 
evidence  of  that  support  in  the 
1950s  when  for  six  years  she 
edited  a  monthly  magazine.  'The 
European',  which  Mosley  had 
founded  to  advance  the  cause  of 
European  Union.  This  editorial 
work  and  the  articles  and  reviews 
she  contributed  to  the  magazine 
revealed  Diana  Mosley  as  an 
accomplished  and  entertaining 
writer,  a  writer  with  a  distinctive 
style  -  a  lightness  of  touch, 
coupled  with  an  underlying 
seriousness:  the  illuminating 
flash  of  wit  sometimes  deadly.  In 


addition  to  her  autobiography  she 
also  published  a  biography  of  the 
Duchess  of  Windsor  in  1980  and 
"Loved  Ones'  (1985).  a  collection 
of  memories  of  favourite  friends 
including  a  long  personal  memoir 
of  Oswald  Mosley.  She  also 
became  a  book  reviewer  for  a 
number  of  publications  including 
the  now  defunct  'Books  and 
Bookmen*  and  the  Evening 
Standard'. 

This  new  edition  of  ‘A  Life  of 
Contrasts"  contains  several 
additional  chapters  covering  her 
life  since  Mosley's  death  with 
portraits  of  younger  and  more 
recent  friends.  There  are  also  a 
number  of  interesting  new 
photographs. 

Peler  Wallis 

www  .oswaldmoslcv.com 

You  may  learn  a  little  or  a 
_  lot! _ 
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BRITISH  BLACKSHIRTS  IN  LATVIA? 


THE  BRITISH  UNION  OVERSEAS 
DEVELOPMENT  1933-1935 


By  John  Anderson 

From  its  earliest  days,  the  British 
Union  of  Fascists  attracted  large 
numbers  of  British  overseas 
members,  not  only  from  the 
Empire  and  Colonies  but  also 
from  continental  Europe.  Many 
of  these  members  living  in  Italy 
and  Germany  had  the  unique 
opportunity  to  experience  the 
new  revolutionary  creed  at  first 
hand.  The  result  was  that  many 
became  extremely  active  within 
the  movement  -  working  lor  the 
day  when  British  Union  would 
come  to  power. 

During  April  1933.  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley  and  many  of  his  senior 
officers  visited  Rome  where  they 
met  the  Italian  Prime  Minister, 
Benito  Mussolini  and  examined 
the  progress  of  the  Corporate 
State  after  ten  years  of  Fascism. 
In  the  same  month  the  first  BUF 
overseas  branch  was  formed, 
appropriately  in  Milan,  the  birth 
place  of  Fascism.  This  branch 
was  directly  responsible  to  the 
Department  of  Organisation, 
under  the  Deputy  Leader,  Dr 
Robert  Forgan.  However,  with 
overseas  applications  Hooding  in, 
it  was  not  long  until  authorisation 
xyas  given  for  the  formation  of 
the  Foreign  Relations  and 
Overseas  Development  (F.R.O). 
This  would  co-ordinate  these 
members  and  encourage  the 
formation  of  other  overseas 
branches. 

Its  main  role  •  was  to  form 
contacts  with  overseas  British 
subjects,  meet  foreign 
representatives  and  to  foster  close 
relationships  with  other  Fascist 
organisations,  initially 

concentrating  on  the  other 
European  Modem  Movements. 
Each  member  of  the  section  was 
an  expert  in  two  or  three 
European  languages  and  among 
their  duties  would  be  to  spend 
several  hours  each  week  reading 
foreign  newspapers,  summarising 
the  relevant  article.  They  also 
produced  the  in-house  ‘F.R.O. 
Bulletin'  for  circulation  among 
the  speakers  and  heads  of 
departments.  The  Research 
Department  was  responsible  for 
supplying  facts  and  figures  to 
support  the  policy  of  the  B.U.F., 
answering  enquiries  and  keeping 
a  records  of  statistics  in  order  to 
ensure  that  the  policy  of  the 
Movement  was  kept  up  to  date. 
The  most  important  daily, 
provincial  and  Dominion  papers 
were  read  and  extracts  filed  for 


future  reference.  Copies  of 
important  government 

publications  were  obtained  and 
held  in  the  Research  Reference 
Library.  This  information  would 
then  be  made  available  for  both 
the  British  Union's  local  and 
national  speakers  via  a  'Speakers 
Notes'  pamphlet  -  and  the 
fortnightly  'Speakers  Bulletin’ 
produced  in  conjunction  with  the 
Leader’s  Private  Secretary, 
George  Sutton. 

ST  UDYING  FASCISM  A  l 
FIRST  HAND 

In  an  effort  to  advance  the  study 
and  development  of  Fascism  with 
the  younger  members,  the 
department  arranged  ‘Student 
Tours'  of  both  Italy  and 
Germany.  The  Italian  tours 
involved  visits  to  Rome,  Turin 
1  and  Milan  where  members  stayed 
at  private  homes  and  student 
camp.  In  German  the  tours 
included  Cologne,  Berlin  and 
Hamburg  -  again  private  homes 
supplied  the  accommodation  with 
a  Voluntary  Labour  Camp  in  the 
Hartz  Mountains  completing  their 
stay. 

However,  the  Travel  Bureau 
under  the  control  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Allcard  soon  received 
criticism  when  a  Blackshirt  from 
Bromley  noticed  that  the  Bureau 
offered  First,  Second  and  Third 
i  Class  travel.  Such  class- 
consciousness  was  ‘not  the 
Fascist  way’  according  to  the 
south  London  Mosleyite.  In 
August  1933,  a  reciprocal  visit 
was  arranged  for  a  delegation  of 
fifty  Italian  Fascists  to  NHQ. 
This  followed  by  Dutch 
representatives  from  the  NSB  and 
later  members  of  the  Hitler 
Youth. 

BRITISH  UNION’S  OWN 
OVERSEAS  RADIO 
STATION 

Communication  with  NHQ  was 
vital  for  the  overseas  members 
and  this  was  highlighted  when,  in 
July  1934,  the  proposed  White 
City  rally  scheduled  for  August 
5U1  was  cancelled.  The  reason 
given  at  the  time  was  the  threat  of 
damage  to  the  tracks  and 
facilities  by  demonstrators  that 
would  risk  the  opening  ceremony 
of  the  Empire  Games  arranged 
for  the  following  day.  (However. 
Home  Office  files  from  that 
period  now  open  at  the  Public 
Record  Office  in  London  show 
that  the  government  deliberately  • 
conspired  to  bring  pressure  to 
bear  on  the  White  City 


management  simply  to  deny 
Mosley  the  opportunity  to  speak). 
The  efficient  departmental 
structure  of  the  Movement 
quickly  contacted  the  overseas 
branches  via  the  Registry 
Department.  This  contained  the 
personal  details  of  all  branch 
officials  and  ensured  ticket 
refunds  for  those  members  who 
had  arranged  to  travel  to  London. 


W.S.BOGLE  IN  CHARGE  OF 
G2QD _ 


Deputy  Branch  Officer.  W  S 
Bogle  also  made  a  number  of 
broadcasts  via  the  BLIF's  own 
radio  station  G2QD,  thus  keeping 
the  overseas  members  informed 
of  the  latest  developments.  The 
station,  which  was  received  on 
four  continents  and  in  twenty  six 
countries,  was  mainly  used  for 
propaganda  purposes  but  became 
an  invaluable  aid  in 
communicating  with  the  growing 
number  of  overseas  members. 
With  increasing  interest  in  the 
other  European  Movements,  all 
members  were  invited  to  attend 


BLACKSHIRT  RADIO 

STATION  G2QD  CARD 
SENT  TO  LISTENERS 


foreign  language  classes  at  NHQ. 
German  and  Italian  classes  with 
Henry  Main- Weller  were  held  on 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  j 
Fridays,  while  Tuesday  was ! 
reserved  for  Spanish  lessons 
under  the  tuition  of  Sturrup. 
When  sufficient  interest  had  been 
gained  in  local  British  Union 
branches,  a  member  from  NHQ 
would  be  attached  to  the  branch 
or  a  local  member  would  be 
appointed  as  Branch  Instructor. 
Lectures  by  recently  returned 
members  from  the  continent 
followed  and  in  May  1934  a 
special  film  night  attended  by  the  1 
Leader  and  many  senior ' 
Blackshirt  officers  viewed  clips 
of  the  Milan  branch  at  their 
various  meetings  and  parades. 
TOWARDS  A  NEW  EMPIRE 

- UNION  - 

In  July  1933,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eric  Campbell  of  the  Australian 
New  Guard  held  a  meeting  with 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  in  London. 
From  these  talks  it  was  agreed 
that  the  BUF  and  Australian  New 
Guard  should  form  'The  New 
Empire  Union’  -  an  organisation 
of  Fascist  movements  within  the 
Empire.  The  main  goal  of  this 
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lI<T.  COL.  ERIC  CAMPBELL 

organisation  was  to  make  the 
Empire  entirely  self-contained  by- 
adopting  the  ‘Greater  Britain' 
policy  of  self-sufficiency  or 
'autarky'. 

Membership  of  the  Union 
quickly  increased  when  the  South 
African  New  Guard.  the 
Canadian  Union  of  Fascists  and 
the  Ulster  Fascist  Movement 
joined.  To  co-ordinate  these 
contacts  and  form  further 
branches  within  the  British 
Empire.  authorisation  was 
granied  for  the  creation  of  the 
‘Colonial  Bureau’  as  a  sub 
section  of  the  F.R.O. 

The  enthusiasm  for  the  'New 
Empire  Union’  was  quickly 
demonstrated  when  in  June  1934. 
Fascist  Edward  Yorkc 
volunteered  to  organised  a  branch 
in  the  West  Indies  -  and  by  the 
end  of  1934  further  branches  of 
British  Union  had  been  formed  in 
Tobago.  Singapore  and  Hong 
Kong. 

One  major  disadvantage  of  the 
overseas  members  was  the  use  of 
the  Fasces  as  the  ofTtcal  BUF 
badge.  For  many  Germans  and 
Italians  it  was  assumed  that  these 
Blackshirts  were  members  of  the 
Italian  Movement.  The  problem 
was  raised  at  NHQ  by  the  Officer 
Commanding  the  Cologne 
Branch  and  within  months  a  new 
BUF  badge,  compete  with  Union 
Jack,  was  approved. 

By  the  end  of  1934  British  Union 
had  formed  branches  throughout 
Europe  not  only  Germany  and 
Italy  but  in  Madrid.  Malta  Paris. 
Brussels  and  at  Riga  in  Latvia 


OSWALD  MOSLEY  VISITS 
BENTTO  MUSSOLINI  IN 
ROME  APRIL  1933 


MILAN  BRANCH  -BUF 
OVERSEAS  BIRTH  PLACE 

rRe  first  Bl  IF  branch  to  be 
formed  overseas  was  in  Milan 
during  April  1933.  The  Branch 
Organiser  was  Mr  John  A  Celli 
who  was  assisted  by  his  brother, 
Deputy  Branch  Officer.  G.  Celli. 
Recruitment  was  steady  and  by- 
February  1934.  the  branch  had 
out  grown  its  original  premises 
and  had  moved  to  Pia/za 
Missori.  Milan  No.9.  Here  at 
least  one  member  was  always 
present  ensuring  that  the  branch 
remained  open  all  day  to  process 
applications,  distribute  BUF 
literature  and  answer  queries 
from  potential  members. 

The  Milan  branch  not  only  drew 
its  members  from  the  city  but 
also  from  many  of  the 
surrounding  towns.  Sections  were 
formed  in  Genoa  Bordighicra 
San  Remo.  Turin.  Bologna 
Florence.  Messina  and  Carina 
Most  of  these  sections  would 
achieve  branch  status  during 
1934  with  Branch  Organiser, 
Celli  as  a  result  of  his  excellent 
work,  being  promoted  to  Staff 
Officer  with  responsibility  lor  all 
Italian  branches.  One  of  his  main 
duties  was  to  ensure  that  the 
details  of  the  local  BUF.  contact 
officers  were  distributed  to  all 
British  subjects  entering  Northern 
Italy.  This  was  done  with  the  use 
of  post  cards,  displayed  at  the 
numerous  railway  stations 
located  along  the  frontier.  If 
assistance  was  required  in  Genoa 
they  would  contact  Sub  Branch 
Officer,  Osbourne  Ray  Brown  at 
the  BUF  HQ.  49  Via  Assarotti, 
Genoa.  If  going  to  Florence.  Sub 
Branch  Officer,  W  S  Hay  was 
available  and  if  Bordighcria  was 
their  destination.  Sub  Brandi 
Officer  Ronald  Coates  was  the 
man  on  the  spot. 

In  May  1934.  Genoa  became  a 
fully  operational  branch  with 
SBO  Brown  being  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Branch  officer.  This 
was  quickly  followed  in  June, 
when  the  Turin  branch,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr  Blanford  Tall, 
was  officially  recognised.  C  G 
Roscnc  representing  the  Turin 
branch  was  dispatched  to  NHQ. 
Here.  at  an  ‘impressive 
ceremony'  held  in  the 
quadrangle.  the  Leader, 
supported  by  several  senior 
Blackshirt  officials  including  the 
Chief  of  Staff.  Ian  H  Dundas 
presented  him  with  branch 
colours. 

To  keep  local  members  informed 
on  BUF  policy  and  the 
Movements  progress  there  were 
regular  broadcasts  by  Staff 
Officer,  Celli  via  an  amateur 
radio  station  from  the  Milan 
headquarters.  National 


Hcjh,?i  ,crs  also  dispatched 
officials  to  help  the  growing 
Italian  branches.  Senior 
Propaganda  Officer  and  the  Chief 
of  Staff  regularly  visited  Italy,  in 
fact  spending  part  of  his 
honeymoon,  during  December 
1933.  touring  the  many  Italian 
branches  and  groups. 


;  CHIEF  OF  STAFF  IAN 
:  DUNDAS  VISITS  THE 
MILAN  BRANCH  OF 
BRITISH  UNION 

GERMANY  CALLING 
Milan  may  have  been  the  first 
overseas  branch  but  the  largest 
was  in  the  German  city  of 
Cologne.  Formed  in  June  1933 
within  its  first  six  months  the 
branch  could  boast  the  enrolment 
of  nearly  100  members.  These 
members,  being  draw-n  mainly 
from  the  large  British  student 
community  which  attended 
Cologne  University.  The 
importance  shown  by  NHQ  was 
highlighted  when  in  January- 
1934,  AAO.  Raven  Thomson 
visited  the  university  and  made 
the  case  for  British  Fascism  to  an 
overflowing  lecture  hall  of  400 
students. 

With  its  continuing  growth,  in 
March  1934.  the  branch  was 
reorganised  by  the  Branch 
Supervisor.  Deputy 

Administrative  Officer.  R  Shaw. 
The  Officer  in  Charge  became 
Branch  Officer.  H  L  Driffield, 
assisted  by  DBO.  George 
Warwick  who  was  also  the 
Branch  Treasurer  and  SBO.  H 
Pink  who  co-ordinated  the 
propaganda  officers.  These 
officers  included  APO.  Bond 
Martin.  Dobson.  Peake  and 
Muhlings.  Their  propaganda 
tours  covering  the  Rhineland  and 
Wcstphiliu  area  were  clearly 
successful,  as  by  June  sea  ions 
had  been  formed  at  Mainz  and 
Dusseldorf. 

Unusually  the  Cologne  branch 
had  no  female  members.  This 
was  due  to  the  difficulty  of 
nationality.  British  women 
married  to  Germans  were 
German  subjects  and  therefore, 
not  permitted  to  Join  the  BUF. 
German  women  married  to 
members  were  British  subjects 
but  these  ladies  knew  little  or 
nothing  about  British  Fascism 


and  in  many  cases  couldn't  even 
speak  English. 

By  January  1934.  a  Berlin  branch 
had  been  formed  under  the 
leadership  of  Branch  Officer.  B 
A  Owens,  the  owner  of  an 
English  language  school.  He  was 
ably  assisted  by  SBO.  K  Kopley 
who  also  performed  the  duties  of 
Treasurer  and  Secretary  from  the 
branch  offices  at  Leipsigerstrassc 
107.  Berlin  W8. 

PARIS,  MADRID  AND  RIGA 

- BRANCHES" - 

Among  "smaller  European 
branches,  the  Paris  branch, 
located  at  2  Cite  Condorcet  Paris 
9  was  organised  by  Mr  J  E 
Cleverly  and  was  opening  from 
March  1934.  although  little  is 
known  about  its  aaiviries.  This  is 
also  true  for  tbe  Madrid  branch, 
however,  it  did  have  as  a  member 
MR  C  E  Baldwin,  the  cousin  of 
Stanley  Baldwin.  The  Malta 
branch  was  run  by  a  Political 
Director,  de  Piro  and  his 
secretary,  Chapelle.  It  was 
certainly  aaive  enough  to  have 
'Blackshirt'  opponents 

distributing  pamphlets  stating 
that  'the  BUF  branch  in  Malta 
had  been  formed  to  assist 
Mussolini  in  a  take  over  of  the 
island’. 

Finally,  the  Riga  branch,  which 
was  formed  by  National 
I  leadquartcrv  Branch  Officer.  W 
Lyall.  This  branch  consisted  of 
unattached  members,  who  had 
joined  while  serving  on  many  of 
the  British  ships  which  traded 
along  the  Baltic  coast  The 
branch  was  used  as  a  meeting 
place  by  these  members  of  the 
‘BUF  Mercantile  Marine' 
organisation.  Here  the  latest 
policy  on  shipping  was  discussed 
and  the  Movements  newspapers 
and  literature  distributed. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  short  study  of 
the  overseas  department  and 
branches  has  given  a  flavour  of 
an  area  of  the  ‘Blackshirt’ 
Movement  which  has  for  too  long 
been  ignored  by  many 
researchers. 


COMRADE 

First  published  in 
1986. 

The  Friends  of 

Mosley  newsletter  is 

still  going  strong. 

Back  numbers  are 

available  for 

purchase.  Please  write 
for  details  to 

BCM/FOM.  London. 
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The  Black  Book  of  Communism 
Harvard  University  Press 
£  25.00 

ISBN  0-674-07608-7 

i  - - 

For  the  first  time  a 
comprehensive  attempt  has  been 
made  to  catalogue  and  analyse 
the  crimes  of  communism  over 
seventy  years.  First  published  in 
France,  its  858  pages  of  searing 
indictment  proved  a  sensation. 

Six  authors  chronicle  the  world 
wide  growth  of  a  criminal 
conspiracy  known  as 

Communism.  ‘The  Great 

Helmsman'  'Uncle  Ho'  ‘The 
Great  Leader'  ‘  Uncle  Joe’ 
together  with  many  other 
dictators  are  systematically 
shown  to  have  embraced  an 
ideology  that  swiftly  turned  to 
repression,  crime  and  murder. 
After  the  downfall  of  so  many 
despots,  closed  archives  are 
gradually  giving  up  their 
innermost  secrets,  adding  weight 
to  the  many  long  term  critics  of 
these  regimes.  Because  of  the 
European  dimension,  the  interest 
of  F.O.M.  readers  will  no  doubt 
be  drawn  to  points  East  and  in 
particular  Russia.  By  the  time 
Churchill  had  expediently 
embraced  ‘Uncle  Joe’.  Stalin  had 
the  blood  of  over  twenty  million 
on  his  hands.  From  its  inception 
the  Soviet  Regime  was  based  on 
terror  to  ensure  the  continuing 
security  of  its  leaders.  Real  or 


i 


THE  LUBYANKA  G.P.U. 
HEADQUARTERS  IN 

MOSCOW _ 

imagined  enemies  were 
constantly  being  rounded  up. 
forced  to  confess  and  then  with 
or  without  a  so  called  trial,  shot. 
The  ‘  lucky'  ones  being  sent  off  to 
the  Gulag.  Stalin  with  a  stroke  of  . 


a  pen  consigned  thousands  to 
death.  The  grandiose  five  year 
plans  arc  shown  for  their  true 
vacuous  worth.  The  Lubyanka, 
headquarters  of  the  G.P.U.  in 
Moscow,  symbolised  the 
arbitrary  cruelty  of  the  regime. 
Many  entered,  few  emerged 
alive.  The  Communist 
International  once  ruled  a  third  of 
the  world.  This  book  should  be 
required  reading  in  schools,  if 
only  to  remind  us  how  close  we 
came  to  being  overrun  by  the 
barbarians.  One  hopes  with  the 
archives  yielding  a  constant 
stream  of  secrets  that  this  book  is 
the  first  of  many.  What  better 
way  to  argue  the  anti-communist 
case  with  unimpeachable  facts. 


SIGNATURE  OF  DEATH.  A 
DOCUMENT  SIGNED  BY 
STALIN  CONDEMING 
OVER  5000  PRISONERS  TO 
BE  EXECUTED. _ 

AFTERWORD 

As  head  of  the  Communist  Party 
of  Great  Britain.  Harry  Pollitt 
was  for  decades  the  chief 
apologist  in  this  country  for  the 
blood  soaked  Stalinist  regime. 
British  Union  was  never  fooled 
by  Red  propaganda  spewed  out 
by  returning  fraternal 
delegations,  or  gullible  liberal 
minded  fellow  travellers.  It  stood 
up  and  fought  the  lies. 

With  the  undoubted  prospect  of 
yet  more  archives  being 
published,  it  is  gratifying  that 
British  Union  and  Union 
Movement  took  an 

uncompromising  stand  against 
the  workers  paradise.  Bowie 
summed  it  up  in  a  perceptive 
cartoon  at  the  time. 

Stuart  Hargreaves 


Churchill’s  love  of  big  cats  showed  by  patting  a  leopard  on  the 
Cabinet  Room  Table  (Daily  Telegraph  06/08/02)  would  seem  to 
have  mellowed  with  age. 

ANIMAL  LOVER? 


When  early  in  the  War  a  well- 
wisher  gave  him  twin  lion  cubs 
they  were  held  at  London  Zoo. 
Request  from  the  newspapers  to 
be  pictured  with  them  were 
ignored.  How  could  the  British 
Prime  Minister  leading  us  to  win 
a  war.  albeit  with  also  losing  an 
Empire,  be  bothered  with  such 
trifles? 

Later  however,  on  the  morning 


that  the  Allies  invaded  Sicilly. 
Downing  Street’s  early  exponents 
of  spin  doctoring  moved  and  an 
immediate  photo-call  was 
arranged  to  do  just  that  at  the 
London  Zoo.  Then  known  as 
propaganda  it  was  a  legitimate 
use  of  that  arm  of  warfare,  in  this 
case  to  boost  the  morale  of  our 
people  growing  tired  of  four 
years  of  diet  deficiencies, 
destruction  and  death. 


CAGED  CUNNING 
But  first  a  look  at  the  lion  cub’s 
mother  prowling  back  and  forth 
in  its  cage.  She  had  developed  a 
cunning  habit  of  suddenly  turning 
and  ‘spraying’  at  strength 

bystanders.  Immediately  on 
arrival,  his  detective  Thompson 
was  caught  out.  Churchill  was 
manhandled  out  of  the  way  as  an 
alert  keeper  shouted  ‘Look  out 
Mr  Churchill’. 

Churchill’s  face  was  contorted 
with  rage,  an  image  not  portrayed 
in  the  hundreds  of  photographs 
left  to  prosperity.  Perhaps 
Karsh's  well  thought  of  portrait 
which  Churchill  disliked  did 


capture  a  truer  image.  But  as  he 
heard  the  laughter  of  bystanders, 
the  politician  took  over  and  with 
a  puckish  smile,  “Ah.  I  see  it  has 
its  second  means  of  defence!’’ 
However,  when  the  playful 
Rota's  twin  cub’s  were  brought 
forward,  he  again  showed  anger 
and  refused  emphatically  to  hold 
them. 

All  was  not  lost  however.  A 
happy  Mrs  Churchill  held  the 
struggling  playful  cub's  in  her 
arms  for  world  photo  coverage. 
But  Winston  had  lost  the  plot,  its 
intended  significance  lost  in  the 
dustbin  of  history. 


UBOU 


A  SLOGAN  FROM  1938 
APPOSITE  FOR  TODAY? 


OCTOBER  Ist  2002 
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At  the  outbreak  of  war.  in 
September  1939,  Britain  was 
awash  with  rumour.  Fifth 
columnists  were  everywhere.  An 
overheard  opinionated 

conversation  could  land  a  person 
in  court  for  alleged  defeatism.  A 
chink  of  light  through  a  drawn 
curtain  brought  charges  of 
signalling  to  the  enemy.  High  on 
the  government's  agenda  was  the 
spurious  charge  that  members  of 
the  British  Union  would  collude 
with  the  enemy  to  help  bring 
victory.  Sir  Oswald  Mosley's 
declaration  of  3"’  September 
1939  stated  “I  ask  you  to  do 
nothing  to  injure  our  country,  or 
to  help  any  other  power”.  This 
edict  held  good  for  all  members. 
The  initial  rounding  up  of  aliens 
together  with  monitoring  new 
arrivals  from  neutral  countries 
was  justified,  but  how  to  weed 
out  the  spies  among  them?  Enter 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Robin 
William  George  Stephens  known 
as  ‘tin  eye'  on  account  of  his 
habitually  wearing  a  monocle. 
Bom  in  1900  he  opted  for  a 
military  career.  He  served  mainly 
in  India  rising  to  become  an 
assistant  judge  advocate.  Having 
mastered  seven  languages,  in 
1939  he  was  invited  to  join  MI5. 
He  became  the  natural  choice  to 
head  the  newly  formed 
interrogation  centre  at  Uitchmcrc 
House.  Ham  Common  near 
Richmond 


LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL  ROBIN 
STEPHENS  KNOWN  AS 
TIN  EYE’  FOR 
HABITUALLY  WEARING 
A  MONOCLE 


IX  HOUSE  TERROR 
With  the  paranoia  of  fifth 
columnists  running  rampant 
around  the  country  over  twenty 
top  B.U.  officials,  under  the  catch 
all  regulation  18b  were  the  first 
to  go  through  the  rigours  of  ‘tin 
eyes'  interrogation.  Spread  over 
many  weeks  it  was  a  time  of 
refining  techniques  with  loyal 


British  subjects  being  the  guinea 
pigs:  Thomson.  Fruncis-Hawkins. 
McKechnie.  Watts,  Paces  all  are 
known  to  have  suffered  the  harsh 
treatment.  This  denied  that 
extreme  measures  were  used  but 
evidence  in  the  F.O.M.  archives 
tell  a  different  story.  First  hand 
accounts  from  those  who  were 
subjected  to  mental  and  physical 
torture  exist.  Sleep  deprivation, 
gun  to  head,  starvation,  lights  in 
the  eyes  and  violence  on  a 
regular  basis  are  recorded.  Not 
surprisingly  Stephens  found 
nothing  of  an  incriminating 
nature  and  in  a  few  weeks 
dismissed  the  British  Union 
prisoners  as  “Shabby 
nonentities”. 

WHITEWASH 

No  British  Union  cases  arc 
detailed  in  the  book,  the  files  arc 
said  to  have  been  destroyed. 
What  docs  survive  in  the  P.R.O. 
related  to  over  800  detainees 
have  been  weeded  of  any 
reference  to  incarceration  at  Ham 
Common.  A  disgrace  and  gross 
injustice  to  historians. 

REFINED  TERROR 
At  the  expense  of  b.l).  lives. 
Stephens  had  developed  and 
refined  interrogation  techniques 
that  were  in  the  course  of  the  w  ar 
visited  on  over  three  hundred 
eases  of  alleged  spies.  His 
attitude  can  be  gauged  by  his 
comments  freely  given  in  the 
book  “hanging  was  too  good  for 
him”  “Spineless  spies  who  had 
their  spinal  cords  broken  by  the 
hangman's  rope"  "His  live  body 
was  delivered  to  the  Norwegians 
for  proper  disposal”  “A  low 
voiced  snivelling  creature”  The 
Stephens  manuscript,  the  third 
attempt  to  write  the  history  of 


Ham  Common,  lay  in  a  MIS  vault 
for  over  fifty  years  until  its 
release  to  the  P.R.O.  in  1999. 
Despite  the  very  poor  writing  it 
docs  give  some  insight  into 
events  that  have  been  kept  from 
the  public  for  too  long.  Ham  was 
a  closed  unit  without  outside 
scrutiny.  Interrogations  were 
conducted  by  camp  staff  under 
the  monocled  Stephens  who  gave 
no  quarter. 


IATCIIMERE  HOUSE, 
HAM  COMMON. 

RICHMOND 


CONTINUED  TERROR 
After  the  war  when  l.a!climere 
House  was  closed  down 
Stephens  was  put  in  charge  of 
Camp  74  at  Band  Nenndorf.  As 
a  result  of  his  stewardship  he 
faced  Court  Martial  charged 
by  inmates  of  physical  torture, 
intimidation.  solitary 

confinement,  lack  of  exercise, 
deprivation  of  clothes  during 
winter,  buckets  of  cold  water 
being  thrown  over  prisoners, 
inadequate  medical  attention, 
personal  property  stolen. 

Stephens,  it  is  recorded  was 
cleared  of  all  charges. 

Camp020  MLS  and  the  Nazi  Spies 
By  Lt  Col  R.W.G.  Stephens 
ISBN  1-903365-08-2  Public 

Records  Office  £19.99 


STORY  OF  A  DES  RES 

Bv  Andrew  Barrett 


PRYORS  FARM  AT 

ALDW1CK 

r 

It  is  not  unknown  for  estate 
agents  to  include  in  their  eye 
catching  advertisements  the 
fact,  where  applicable,  that  'Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  once  lived 
here’.  Presumably  it  is  ihoughi 
the  inclusion  of  such  a  fact  added 
a  certain  Itission  to  prospective 
purchasers  when  viewing  a 
property.  A  recent  brochure 


offering  the  delightfully  thatched 
Pryors  Farm  at  Aldwick  near 
Bognor  Regis  included  the 
sentence:  "The property  also  has 
an  interesting  history  and  it  is 
believed  to  have  been  used  by 
Oswald  Moselev  < actual  spelling) 
in  the  1930s". 

This  rhetoric  might  he  termed 
’stretching  the  truth  a  bit'.  In 
1935  the  success  of  previous 
Bluckshin  Summer  Camps  meant 
a  larger  and  more  convenient  site 
was  needed  to  accommodate  the 
burgeoning  number  of  members 
who  enjoyed  a  few  duys  by  the 
briny.  A  sympathetic  farmer  (it 
has  yet  to  he  clarified  if  be  was  a 
B.U  member)  offered  his  land  at 
Pagham  just  a  short  walk  from 
the  sea.  What  is  known  is  that  on 
the  afternoon  of  Sunday  July  I4'1' 


Sir  Oswald  Mosley  visited  the 
camp,  spoke  to  members,  took  a 
dip  in  the  sea  then  went  on  to  a 
sell  out  meeting  at  the  Theatre 
Royal.  Bognor  Regis,  returning 
to  Ixtndon  the  same  night.  What 
is  conjecture  is  that  Mosley  may 
well  have  visited  Gerald  Smart’s 
Pryors  farmhouse  to  personally 
add  his  thanks  lor  the  use  of  his 
land. 


BUS  SHELTER  WITH 
MEMORIAL  P1.AQUE 


SACRIFICE 

ITie  twist  on  this  story  comes 
some  years  later.  A  short  walk  ' 
from  the  farmhouse  stands  a 
wooden  framed  bus  shelter. 
Inside  a  plaque  stating  ‘Erected 
for  the  comfort  of  bus  passengers 
in  memory  of  flying  officer 
Richard  Roe  Smart  D  EC  killed 
in  action  November  1943’. 
Gerald  Smart.  who  had 
welcomed  the  Blackshirts  to  his 
land  lost  his  only  son  in  the  fight 
against  Nazi  Germany  and  had 
never  quite  laid  his  grief  to  rest. 
Many  others  associated  with 
British  Union  suffered  the  same 
wanton  loss  in  the  Brothers  War. 

Sir  Alliott  Vernon  Roc  (founder 
of  the  Avro  Aircraft  Company),  a 
son;  Admiral  Sir  Barry  IXmivilc. 
a  son;  Lady  Diana  Mosley,  a 
much  loved  brother.  Alexander 
Raven  Thomson,  his  only  son 
(sec  John  Chrislian's  article). 
Certainly,  the  sale  of  Pryors 
Farm  stirs  memories. 


_  • *  • 

THE  ABOVE  CARTOON  WAS  PUBLISHED  IN  BLACKSHIRT  NOVEMBER  14™  1936.  IT  WAS 
THE  WORK  OF  ALEXANDER  BOWIE  WHO  JOINED  THE  BRITISH  UNION  AS  AN  ACTIVE 
MEMBER.  APART  FROM  STEWARDING,  HE  ALSO  SPOKE  AT  MEETINGS.  HIS  REAL  TALENT 
LAY  IN  DRAWING.  THIS  WAS  SOON  RECOGNISED  AND  FOR  YEARS  HIS  INCISIVE 
CARTOONS  WERE  PUBLISHED  IN  THE  PAGES  OF  ACTION  AND  BLACKSHIRT 
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@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


OCTOBER 

Lucan.  Pi  1 'PIT  Dennis.  DFM: 
RAF(VR):  207  &  607 

‘Dambusicr'  Sqdn:  21:  Leeds 
Branch  British  Union  Blackshirt 
Cadet:  killed  in  action  over 
Kembs  Dam:  Lies  in  Dombach 
War  Cemetery.  Germany. 

2  October  1944 

Franklin.  SOL)N  l At  Robert.  H: 
RAF  1 1 5  Sqdn  and  Epping 
British  Union:  28:  Killed  in 
action  Wilhclmshaven  op.: 
Remembered  on  Air  Force 
Memorial.  Runnvmcde. 

1 6  October  1 944 

Limb,  Pie  W.F:  REME  reservist: 
Norwood  British  Union:  killed  in 
action  Normandy:  Remembered 

Service _ Panel. _ Norwood 

Cemetery. 

27  October  1944 


Resulting  from  COMRADE 
research  further  old  comrades, 
lost  to  us  for  more  that  half  a 
century,  join  our  Roll  of 
Honour. 

Willis,  Fit  Sgt  Frederick  A.W.: 
RAF(VR)  75(RNZAF  Sqdn: 
Streatham  Branch  British  Union: 
killed  in  action  Frisian  Islands 
op.:  has  no  known  grave  and  is 
remembered  on  the  Runneymedc 
Memorial. 

3  March  1943 

How  They  Died 

Flu  Sgt.  Frederick  A  W  Willis 
Known  in  British  Union  as 
'Frank'  Willis,  nothing  is  known 
of  the  action  involving  the  loss  of 
the  Wellington  in  which  Sgt. 
Willis  was  air-gunner,  h  was  his 
6'”  operation.  The  other  two 
aircraft  of  75  Sqdn  detailed  to 
carry  out  a  'gardening'  operation 
off  German  Frisian  Islands 
reported  yvcaihcr  clear,  visibility 
good,  and  no  ack  ack  or 
searchlights.  On  return  they  met  a 
JU88  and  BF398  but  after  a  brief 
exchange  of  fire  the  enemy 
dispersed.  Their  lack  of 
enthusiasm  suggests  that  they 
may  have  already  met  Frank 
Willis  and  his  crew  and  were 
satisfied  with  their  one  'kill'  for 
the  day. 


Frank  Cork  DFC  writes  : 

Frank  was  an  old  friend  of  mine 
at  Streatham  Branch  Maderia 
Hall  HO  and  we  both  attended 
first  aid  classes  at  the  Black 
House  NHQ  in  Chelsea.  I  think 
he  was  engaged  to  one  of  the 
Women's  Special  Squad 
specially  trained  for  stewarding 
rough  meetings.  I  don't  know  if 
they  ever  married.  Later  I 
transferred  to  Norwood  Branch. 
My  last  meeting  him  was  on  a 
crowded  troop  train  from 
Liverpool  Street.  He  was  coming 
off  leave  and  returning  to  my 
squadron  at  Fcltwell.  The  train 
stopped  at  Downham  Market,  and 
squeezing  past  in  the  corridor.  I 
recognised  Frank.  No  time  for 
explanations  of  surprise  but  a 
hurried  promise  to  meet  soon.  He 
was  on  the  same  base  at  Fcltwell 
with  75  sqdn  and  1  at  the  Satellite 
station.  Methwold.  I  have  long 
been  concerned  on  what 
happened  to  him  and  working  it 
out  1  think  that  immediately  after 
our  meeting,  possibly  the  next 
night  or  early  morning  he  must 
have  gone  on  his  last  and  fatal 
operation. 

‘Gardening’  as  it  was  called  was 
in  fact  mine  laying,  the 
vegetables  sowed  were  mines  for 
the  shipping  lanes.  They  had  to 
be  dropped  accurately  from  low- 
level  —  50  to  100  feet  above  the 
sea  in  darkness,  well  defended  by 
‘flack’  ships  the  operations  were 
always  hazardous  and  losses  very 
high.  1  nearly  'bought  it'  on  one 
occasion  on  the  Black  Sea. 

Frank  was  a  good  friend  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Movement.  I 
lost  track  of  him  when  I  moved  to 
the  Norwood  Branch. 

(Frank  Cork  DFC  was  last 
District  Leader  of  Norwood 
Branch  He  survived  3  tours  of 
operations  as  air-gunner  and 
wireless  officer  in  Bomber 
Command  ) 

Thomson,  Erie  Raven  fhomson: 
Sgt  Pilot  149  Sqdn  RAFl VR) 
Sqdn:  NHQ  Branch  British 
Union:  only  son  of  BU  Director 
of  Policy  Alexander  Raven 
Thomson  and  German  mother 
Age  20:  Killed  in  action 
Mannheim  operation  where 
father  detained  without  charge  or 
trial  in  Brixton  Goal.  Lies  in 
Collective  grave  in  St.  Martcns- 
Vocrcn  Churchyard,  Vocron. 
Belguim. 

5  August  1 94 1 


How  They  Died 

Set.  Pilot  Eric  Alexander  Raven 
Thomson 

It  was  for  Eric,  who  at  20  had  had 
little  time  to  experience  the 
abandonment  of  youth,  that  he. 
Captain  and  pilot  of  his  aircraft, 
took  off  with  1 1  Wellingtons 
from  their  Mildcnhall  base,  their 
target  Mannheim,  his  second 
operation  on  the  German  town.  In 
his  3  months  on  operations  he 
had  felt  the  fire  of  ack -ack 
defences  and  marauding  night 
fighters  as  his  duty  took  him  to 
Dutch  Rotterdam.  French  Brest. 
German  Hanover,  and  twice 
Cologne.  Essem  and  Dusseldorf. 
And  this  was  his  1 3*  mission,  its 
place  in  history  recorded  in  the 
official  communique,  'One  of  our 
aircraft  is  missing'. 

One  ponders  at  the  last  fleeting 
thoughts  of  the  young  Eric  Was 
his  thoughts  in  a  forming  death 
wish  as  he  faced  hell  above  and 
the  fire  and  hell  rained  down  on 
the  civilians  below,  mainly  on  the 
homeland  of  his  German  mother? 

John  Christian  writes: 

I  know  not  of  any  London  BUF 
member  still  alive  who  would 
recall  the  young  short  trousered 
school  boy  Eric  and  his 
occasional  presence  with  his 
father  at  BUF  social  functions, 
just  a  few  years  later  he  had  to 
fight  with  his  conscience,  his 
decision  leading  to  his  death,  but 
with  his  honour  upheld.  His 
German  mother  Elizabeth 
Roentgen  who's  forbearer  was 
the  physicist  Wilhelm  Konrad 
von  Roentgen,  discoverer  of  the 
X-ray.  had  married  his  father 
after  World  War  I  when  his 
father,  commissioned  in  the 
British  Army  at  18.  studied  in  the 
United  States  and  Germany  . 

After  father  Alexander,  named  by 
Mosley  post-war  as  one  of  his 
most  trusted  officers,  was 
detained  in  1940  without  charge 
or  trial  and  subjected  to  (he 
psychological  torture 

interrogation  centre  at  Camp  020. 
Ham  Common,  he  was  asked  by 
Eric,  in  view  of  what  ant  Id  be 
considered  divided  loyalty,  for 
his  permission  to  join  the  RAF. 
He  would  accept  his  father's 
ethical  judgement  The  answer 
was  forthright.  ‘Son.  you  have  a 
German  mother,  but  in  this 
suicidal  and  unnecessary  war  it  is 
loo  late  alas  to  argue  the  rights 
and  wrongs  of  what  might  have 


tv 


Old  Comrades 


been.  You  have  chosen  well  and 
honour  determines  that  you  fight 
for  Britain,  the  society  in  which 
you  have  been  reared’.  One 
ponders  if  those  last  words  with 
his  father  fleeted  through  the 
brain  of  the  young  Eric  as  he 
fought  to  control  his  Wellington 
bomber  on  the  way  to  oblivion, 
and  of  his  father  in  his  lonely  cell 
at  Brixton  Gaol  when  informed 
of  his  son's  death.  His  letter  to 
the  Home  Secretary  asking  now 
arc  you  convinced  of  ray 
loyalty?"  was  ignored.  Instead 
Herbert  Morrison,  that 
conscientious  objector  of  World 
War  I  who  spent  his  war  in  an 
apple  orchard  kept  father  Raven 
Thomson  in  jail  for  another  3 
years. 

There  are  innumerable  stories  of 
dedication,  sacrifice  and  honour 
unsung  in  that  sacrificial 
Brother’s  War  unconnected  with 
British  Union,  the  Obituary- 
columns  of  the  Daily  Telegraph 
and  Times  daily  bearing  witness 
of  that  tragedy  .  But  not  for  long 
as  that  generation  will  all  have 
passed  on. 

How  petty  they  all  arc.  the 
politicians  with  their  Keep  the 
Pound',  their  'institutional 
racism',  ‘homosexual  rights', 
‘multiculture  society'  etc.,  ad 
nauseum  while  violence  reigns 
uncontrolled  in  our  towns  and 
dries.  It  could  be  said  that  we  of 
the  last  war  generation  have 
failed  in  our  duty  by  siring  a 
decadent  soriety.  But  given  the 
historic  resilience  of  our  island 
race,  all  is  not  lost.  Deep  down  is 
the  quality  inspired  by  duty  and 
honour  in  which  the  Thomson 
story  is  a  prime  example  and 
slumbers  in  the  blood  and  hearts 
of  our  emerging  British  stock 
who  in  their  own  way  will  effect 
a  renaissance  bom  out  of  our 
past.  For  we  who  have  not 
tomorrows  that  is  enough  to 
depart  with  joy  of  what  we  did 
and  finally  achieve  a  true  union 
of  the  British,  and  indeed,  the 
long  dream  of  the  European 
peoples. 


In  Great  Britain,  salvation  has  not  conic,  in  fourteen  years,  from  the  old  parties,  and  it  will  not 
come.  They  are  not  alive  to  crisis;  they  are  not  organised  to  meet  it;  and  their  mind  and 
psychology  are  unsuited  to  it.  We  cannot  compromise  with  them,  for  “their  ways  are  not  our 
ways  and  their  gods  are  not  our  gods.”  Sir  Oswald  Mosley,  The  Greater  Britain,  October  1932. 
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Rosetta  Sloane 

With  the 
death  of  dear 
Rosetta  it  is 
fitting  that  I 
first  set  the 
scene  of  a 
remarkable 
couple,  she 
and  her 
husband 
McNeil  who 
were 

childhood  ‘sweethearts'  Mac  had 
joined  Mosley  in  the  New  Party 
in  Manchester  later,  joining 
British  Union  where  he  was  on 
the  staff  at  N.H.Q  in  London.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  elite  T  squad 
defence  force.  He  was  again  in 
Manchester  in  1940  when  he  was 


arrested  under  18B  regulations. 
During  his  transfers  to  Walton. 
York  and  Huston  Concentration 
Camps  he  escaped  but  was 
recaptured  and  secured  at  Peel 
Camp.  Isle  of  Man.  He  again 
tried  to  escape  but  was  recaptured 
within  6  feet  of  freedom  in  a 


tunnel  dug  under  the  road.  Whilst 
at  Peel  he  and  Rosetta  lost  their  3 
year  old  son  in  the  Liverpool 
‘Blitz’.  Mac  was  taken  under 
armed  guard  to  the  funeral. 

‘We  knew  each  other  before  I 


joined  Rosetta  in  BU‘  writes  Mac 


‘Not  that  she  did  not  have  a  mind 
of  her  own.  She  was  always 
active  in  BU  wherever  f  was. 
including  the  battles  in  East 
London  as  the  fast  growing 
Movement  fought  off  the  Red 
mobs.  Rosetta  taught  the  local 
girls  to  take  off  their  shoes  and 
use  the  stiletto  heel  to  defend 
themselves  when  under  attack.  In 
1940,  one  of  Rosetta's  school 
friends,  now  a  Nava)  Commander 
in  the  North  Sea  sent  her  a 
message  'Get  to  hell  quickly  to 
Eire.’  I  called  a  meeting  of 
Liverpool  area  District  Leaders 
and  we  met  on  New  Brighton 
sands.  We  took  no  action  -  how 
wrong  we  were!’ 

Both  were  close  of  friends  of 
William  Joyce  but  when  he  broke 
with  British  Union  and  Mosley 
they  could  not  go  along  with  him. 
Nevertheless,  in  loyalty  to  old 
friendship.  Mac  was  present  of 
every  hearing  of  Joyce’s  case  and 
Rosetta  took  a  part  in  looking 
after  his  wife.  Later  they 
emigrated  to  Australia  where 
ultimately  Rosetta  became  well 
regarded  in  anti-communist 
politics.  She  once  ‘was  clever 
enough  to  talk  her  way  through 
the  Berlin  Wall  as  far  as  Dresden 
to  try  and  find  a  family  friend. 
All  my  life  I  have  been  a  tough 


character  but  losing  Rosetta  has 
really  knocked  me.  You  will  have 
been  through  the  same'. 

A  toast  to  Rosetta  on  New  Years 
Day  when  I  shall  always 
remember  the  warm  glow  down 
the  line  as  she  ‘phoned  from 
Australia  with  talk  of  the  old 
days  and  compliments  of  the 
season.  J.C. 


We  sadly 
report  the 
death  of 
Arthur 
(Archie) 
Wilson  89. 
one  of  a  large 
family  of 
Bethnal 
Green 
Blackshirts. 
Archie  joined  the  North  East 
Bethnal  Green  branch  in  early 
1936.  after  hearing  ‘Mick’  Clarke 
speak  at  Victoria  Park  Square. 
Unceasingly  active,  Archie  was  a 
bugler  in  the  North  London 
Command  Band,  and  was  present 
at  all  of  the  major  marches 
marching  alongside  O.M..  in  his 
recorded  memoirs  he  recounts  the 
excitement  when  the  band  was 

ambushed  by  Red  hooligans  at 

• 


Hoi  beck  Moor  Leeds  in 
September  1936.  By  trade  an 
upholster  he  lost  many  jobs 
due  to  political  victimisation  by 
employers.  In  1939  he  opened, 
with  the  help  of  his  sister-in-law, 
a  hosiery  shop  in  Green  Street, 
opposite  the  Bethnal  Green 
Branch.  Escaping  internment 
although  having  his  home 
searched,  Archie  organised  the 
sending  of  food  parcels  to  I8B 
political  prisoners  in  Brixton 
Prison.  He  will  probably  be 
remembered  best  by  many,  for 
the  entertainment  he  provided 
with  his  small  band  the 
Merrymakers  at  early  Union 
Movement  functions.  After  the 
war,  he  was  for  many  years  in 
business  near  Hoxton  Market, 
finally  retiring  in  his  70s  to  live 
in  Sherboume,  Dorset. 

A  man  of  strong  convictions  he 
never  wavered,  even  in  the  face 
of  violent  hostility,  to  denounce 
the  forces  which  he  considered 
were  destroying  the  country  he 
loved. 

So  long  Archie,  rest  in  peace. 

We  send  our  deepest  sympathy  to 
Archie’s  family. 


COMRADE  The  contents  of 
this  newsletter  are  copyright 
and  may  not  be  reproduced 
without  written  permission 


BLACKSHIRTS  -  ON  -SEA 

A  pictorial  history  of  the 
Mosley  Summer  Camps 
1933-  1938 

With  over  200  photographs  and  lull  text  this  book  takes  a 
comprehensive  look  at  a  long  forgotten  aspect  of  twentieth  century 
British  history.  The  Blackshirt  summer  camps  attracted  up  to  1400 
members  of  the  British  Union  under  canvas  at  any  one  time 
Published  in  A4  size  this  book  can  be  obtained  post  free  from 
publishers  by  sending  a  cheque  or  PO  for  £1 8.00  (£2 1 .00  overseas) 
made  payable  to  Brockingday 
27,  Old  Gloucester  Street,  London,  VVCIN  3XX. 
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THE  PATH  TO 


WAR 


.  GIVING  UNPRECEDENTED  AID  TO 
MIDDLE  EASTERN  STATES 
.  CANCELLING  AFRICAN  NATIONS 
DEBTS 

.  ATTEMPTS  TO  RAILROAD  A  MUSLIM 
COUNTRY  INTO  THE  EXPANDING 
EUROPEAN  UNION 

.  RE  INVIGORATING  THE  ANGLO/US 
ALLIANCE 

ALL  ARE  PART  OF  AMERICA’S  LONG  HELD 
STRATEGY  TO  WAGE  WAR.  PETER  KENNEDY 
WRITES  A  PENETRATING  STUDY  OF  THIS 
DANGEROUS  AND  UNNECESSARY 

ADVENTURE. 


legitimacy  of  IJN  resolutions, 
when  the  habitual  US  response  to 
the  long  chain  of  UN  resolutions 
on  Israel’s  aggression,  and 
suppression  of  the  wretched, 
bullied  Palestinians,  is  the  veto 
and  yet  more  support,  diplomatic, 
military  and  financial,  for  the 
aggressor  nation? 

As  to  Iraq’s  possession  of  such 
weapons,  the  rational  response  is 
the  nuclear  deterrent,  the  same 
card  that  for  four  decades 
arguably  kept  the  peace  between 
Nato  and  the  Soviet  block.  Why 
should  Iraq  be  an  exception? 

But  rather  like  the  Queen’s  retort 
in  Alice,  "sentence  first,  verdict 


afterwards."  Bush,  with  a  British 
Prime  Minister  in  dependable 
tow  have  been  straining  to  find  a 
plausible  casus  to  underpin  their 
belli. 

And  the  more  elusive  the  search, 
the  more  frantic  and  belligerent 
Bush  and  his  advisors  and  lever- 
pullers.  “Blessed  are  the 
Warmongers"  is  the  text  which 
“Dubva”  and  his  grinning  gopher, 
the  Right  Rev.  President  Tony 
Blair  have  been  leading  their 
nations  into  war  wholly  against 
the  interests  and  the  clearly 
expressed  wishes  of  the  majority 
of  their  fellow  citizens. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  2 


WAR  with  Iraq?  If  it  has  not 
broken  out  by  the  time  these 
words  arc  in  print,  it  will  not  be 
for  want  of  trying.  And  if  Britain 
is  indeed  the  target  of  Middle 
Eastern  terrorist  attacks,  the 
emergence  of  this  diabolical 
scenario  has  not  been  without 
mindless  provocation. 

Of  all  the  cliches  used  to  justify 
the  US-British  aggressive  stance 
over  Iraq,  one  left  unsaid  sums  up 
the  policy  of  the  White  House 
and  Downing  Street:  "Spoiling 
got  a  fight.” 

From  almost  the  first  days  of  his 
presidency,  George  W  Bush  has 
been  engineering  an  armed 
confrontation  with  Saddam 
Hussein.  And  as  Afghanistan  and 
the  Balkans,  Retainer  Blair  has 
been  capering  at  his  coat  tails. 
Their  pretext?  That  Saddam  is  an 
evil  dictator  whose  weapons  of 
mass  destruction  will  be  used 
against  the  US  or  Iraq’s 
neighbours  or  given  to  terrorists. 
So  strike  now  before  it  is  too  late. 
The  case  fails  to  convince.  If  evil 
is  a  justification  for  going  to  war. 
then  we  can  write  off  anv  chance 


of  world  peace.  Instead  condition 
ourselves  to  perpetual  US-led 
warfare  in  the  cause  of  the  New 
Globalist  Order,  with  sooner  or 
later.  Armageddon  blowing  the 
final  whistle. 

Terrorism?  Forget  it  (Mr  Blair 
does  just  this  when  it  comes  to 
Northern  Ireland).  Fifteen  of  the 
9- 1 1  hijackers  were  Saudis  and 
none  Iraqis,  and  it  is  Saudi 
Arabia  that  has  been  linked  to 
AL-Qaida.  Bin  I  .aden  and  other 
religious  fanatics  view  secular 
Iraq  with  disdain. 

STATE  OF  THE  UNION 
As  for  Iraq’s  Arab  Neighbours, 
all  are  opposed  to  Bush’s 
crusade. 

It  seems  probable  that  Saddam  is 
concealing  weapons  forbidden  by 
the  UN,  but  Government  and 
Press  propaganda  that  from  the 
outset  these  have  been  targeted 
on  the  U.S.  and  Britain  is  a  lie. 
"Weapons  of  mass  destruction”, 
why  single  out  Iraq  when  China, 
North  Korea.  India.  Pakistan  and 
Israel  are  members  of  the  WMD 
Club?  And  how  come  this  sudden 
over-riding  obsession  with  the 


All  wars  are  good  to  the  Labour  Party  on  three  conditions 


First,  that  the  war  shall  not  be  in  the  interest  of  Britain; 
Second,  that  our  troops  have  no  arms  with  which  to  fight; 
Third,  that  Labour  leaders  are  not  included  among  the  troops. 


\  SOI  J>I  ER  OF  Tl  IE  FIRST  Wf  )RI  JJ 
WAR  M  AKES  HIS  PROTEST  IN  1939 


Moslev.  June  1936. 
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THE  PATH  TO  WAR 
CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 
A  THREAT  TO  WHOM? 

On  the  central  issue  -  the  ONLY 
issue  one  in  our  view  -  there  is 
not  the  slightest  hard  evidence 
that  Iraq  threatened  cither  the 
USA  or  Britain,  though  it  is 
certainly  the  case  that  Bush  and 
Blair's  sabre  rattling  is  calculated 
ultimately  to  do  so.  a  self- 
fulfilling  prophesy  that  the 
newspapers  of  those 
transatlantics  Rupert  Murdoch 
and  Conrad  Black  play  up  in 
cynical  furtherance  of  their  New 
World  Order  agenda  (It  was  the 
Sun  which  headlined  Jill  Dando's 
possible  killer,  then  unknown,  as 
one  of  Saddam's  agents!). 

Most  opponents  of  an  Iraqi  war 
claim  it  is  being  waged  in  the 
interests  of  the  US  oil 
conglomerates,  and  their  pursuit 
of  regional  hegemony.  Assuredly 
so,  “the  stink  of  oil”  as  Mosley 
once  put  it  in  another 
international  context. 

But  these  interests  needless  to 
say,  are  not  the  same  as  those  of 
the  ordinary  American  people. 
Quite  the  reverse.  But  aside  from 
oil  and  the  shadowy  New  World 
Order  imperialism,  there  is  a 
third  factor  in  the  roll  to  war  with 
Iraq:  the  perceived  interest  of 
Israel  and  the  influence  on  US 
Middle  East  policy  of  the 
massive  and  coercive  pro-Lsraeli 
lobby  inside  American  power 
circles. 

But  you  will  have  read  little  of 
this  in  the  British  media  though 
given  the  potential  cost  in  British 
lives  and  resources  of  armed 
intervention,  to  say  nothing  of  the 


UNFINISHED 

BUSINESS 

‘Congratulations’  to  double  agent 
George  Blake  on  the  occasion  of 
his  80th  birthday.  Recruited  while 
a  prisoner  of  war  in  North  Korea 
he  went  on  to  betray  hundreds  of 
British  Secret  Service  agents.  He 
now  lives  a  comfortable  life  is  a 
spacious  Moscow  flat  and  a 
country  Dacha  complete  with  Ida 
his  Russian  wife.  His  one  regret 
seems  to  be  having  to  give  up 
skiing  because  of  his  advancing 
years! 

Given  a  42  year  jail  sentence  in 
1961.  He  escaped  five  years  later 
from  Wormwood  Scrubs.  A 
contemporary  of  Burgess. 
Maclean.  Philby.  Blunt  and 
Caimcross  he  still  contends  that 
giving  the  Wests  nuclear  secrets 
to  the  Russians  helped  prevent  a 
Third  World  War. 

With  such  a  warm  relationship 
between  our  own  dear  New 
Labour  Leader  and  Valadamir 
Putin  is  it  not  about  time  he  asked 


ramifications  on  British  interests 
here  and  throughout  the  Middle 
East,  it  might  merit  just  a  little 
attention.  Chancellor  Brown 
boasts  that  there  will  be  no 
shortage  of  money  to  wage  a  war. 
Money  for  war  but  not  for  the 
NHS,  or  transport,  or  schools. 
Money  to  police  the  world  but 
not  the  streets  of  London. 
Bradford  or  Barnstable. 

And  when  Bush-Blair  have 
finished  bombing  Iraq,  we  can  be 
sure  there  will  be  yet  more 
asylum  seekers  flooding  to  this 
overcrowded,  resentful  island 
joining  those  who  followed  their 
bombing  and  rocketing  of  the 
Balkans  and  Afghanistan. 

And  given  all  these  factors,  it 
might  have  been  hoped  that  the 
Path  to  War  would  have  nm  the 
gauntlet  of  British  Parliamentary 
debate  and  cross  examination. 
Certainly  the  80  per  cent  of  the 
British  people  who  oppose  war 
(more  than  40  per  cent  absolutely 
so)  would  have  hoped  their  views 
would  have  a  powerful 
representation  inside  Parliament. 
But  “Who  is  Listening  to  UsT 
Aside  from  a  few  independent 
voices  the  Commons  has  proved 
itself  to  share  the  same  function 
in  relation  to  Tony  Blair  and  the 
latter  to  President  Bush  -  a 
poodle.  So  much  for  the 
“democracy"  that  Bush  and  Blair 
invoke  in  their  war  rhetoric. 

As  to  the  pathetic  remnant  of 
what  was  once  known  as  the 
Conservative  Party,  this  is  even 
more  gung  ho  than  the 
Government,  with  that  Blue  Joke 
in  a  Grey  Suit,  lan  Duncan  Smith 


for  this  traitor  to  be  extradited  to 
this  country  to  serve  out  his 
remaining  sentence. 

At  least  a  sense  of  justice  would 
be  gained  by  those  sons  and 
daughters  who  never  grew-up 
beside  a  proud  parent  thanks  to 
Blake. 

Never  forget,  that  it  is  said  a 
sentence  of  42  years  reflected 
the  number  of  agents  who  met 
their  deaths  because  of  this 
traitorous  man. 

European  Socialism 
Automation 
Problem  and  Power 
Wagner  and  Shaw 

All  three  booklets  written  by  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  are  original 
reprints  from  articles  first 
published  in  The  European. 
Available  in  one  lot  £3.00  post 
free.  Please  make  cheques 
payable  to  F.O.M.  Send  to 
BCM/FOM.  London,  WCIN 
3XX. 


eager  to  do  the  While  House's 
bidding  with  greater  alacrity  than 
Bambi  Blair  himself.  The  Tories 
give  their  support  to  the  lie  that 
the  opposition  to  war  is  confined 
to  far  leflies.  hairy  peaceniks  and 
their  ilk.  when  in  truth  it 
embraces  the  majority  of  British 
people,  by  far  the  greater  path 
motivated  by  reason,  a  keen 
sense  of  national  interest,  and  a 
disgust  at  being  railroaded. 

When  the  latest  piece  of 
Government  disinformation  was 
exposed  as  a  falsehood,  the 
Tories  anacked  ministers,  not  for 
being  party  to  a  lie,  but  because 
the  affair  had  undermined  hopes 
of  increasing  public  support  for 
war! 

The  Conservatives  are  now 
reduced  to  a  group  that  believes 
in  little  more  than  the  global  free 
market  and  servility  to  the  White 
House  and  US  hegemony.  They 
are  a  busted  flush  and  their 
deserved  fate  will  be  to  be  buried 
under  the  ashes  of  their 
abandoned  principles.  “Old 
Europe"  was  Donald  Rumsfeld's 
sneering  description  of  the 
German  and  French  leaders 
coolness  to  this  headlong  rush 
into  madness  -  a  jibe  gleefully 
taken  up  by  the  Tory  and 
Murdoch  Press. 

Well  better  Old  Europe  than 
Adolescent  Beltway  America. 
And  better  peace  in  the  British 
interest  than  war  in  the  service 
of  others. _ 

Postscript 
A  DAY  IN  THE 
PARK  SATURDAY 
AUGUST  1SI.  1931. 

Thanks  to  our  readers  we  are  able 
to  add  some  extra  facts  to  Guy 
Mansell’s  article  published  in 
Comrade  issue  54. 

Apart  from  extra  buses  being  laid 
on  to  help  the  public  get  to  the 
Gala.  1 7  special  trains  were  also 
chartered. 

On  the  same  day  as  the  New 
Party  Gala  at  Renishaw  Park  the 
rival  attraction  was  the  'Battle  of 
the  Roses',  cricket  match.  This 
annual  event  attracted  17  000 
spectators  as  against  Mosley’s 
40000. 

When  the  lucky  programme 
winner  failed  to  claim  the  prize 
of  a  new  car  it  was  donated  to  the 
Children's  Seaside  Holiday  Fund. 
They  in  turn  organised  a  prize 
draw.  The  lucky  ticket  was  draw  n 
on  the  stage  of  the  Sheffield 
Hippodrome  raising  £1500  for 
the  charity.  Ihc  delighted  w  inner 
drove  the  new  Morris  Minor 
directly  off  the  stage. 

Additional  information  is  always 
welcome  to  help  fill  in  the  mam • 
gaps  in  the  'Mosley '  story. 


F.O.M. 

The  ever  popular  Friends  of 
Mosley  dinners  and  socials  go 
on.  The  object;  to  reaffirm  our 
commitment  to  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley  and  his  outstanding 
contribution  to  the  European 
debate.  It's  also  a  chance  for 
seasoned  campaigners  to  meet  up 
again  and  to  be  introduced  to  the 
next  generation  who  have 
embraced  our  cause.  We  raise  our 
glass  with  pride  to  the  men  and 
women  who  gave  so  much  to  a 
belief.  We  also  honour  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  and  Lady  Diana 
for  their  sacrifice  on  our  behalf. 
After  a  much  appreciated  speech 
by  Dan  Harmston  it  was  a 
delightful  surprise  for  veteran 
member  Bill  Harris  to  read  his 
poem  ‘The  Man  Who  Gave  Us 
Hope' 

The  Man  Who  Gave  Us  Hope 

1) lt  was  in  the  nineteen-thirties, 
with  so  much  poverty, 

there  was  so  much 
unemployment. 

came  an  Englishman  who  had  a 
remedy. 

Verse 

This  man  gave  hope  to  millions, 
his  message  was  so  plain: 
he  showed  us  how  this  land  of 
ours 

could  be  great  again. 

2)  In  Hackney  and  Shoreditch, 
in  Manchester  and  Brum, 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of 
Britain, 

they  followed  him  and  marched 
behind  his  drum. 

Repeat  Verse 

3)  As  a  soldier  in  the  trenches, 
as  an  airman  in  his  'plane. 

he  had  vow'ed  the  men  of  Europe 
would  never,  never  fight  such 
wars  again. 

Repeal  Verse 

4)  So  they  locked  him  up  in 
prison, 

w'ith  neither  trial  nor  charge. 
'Cause  he  wanted  peace  with 
Germany. 

they  said  'we  cannot  leave  such 
men  at  large.’ 

Repeat  Verse 

5)  But  his  spirit  wasn't  broken, 
and.  on  the  streets  once  more. 

he  proclaimed  his  ‘vision 
splendid’ 

of  great  United  Europe,  free  from 
war 

Repeat  Verse 

A  fitting  end  to  a  well 
organised  and  professionally 
arranged  evening.  We  thank 
everyone  present  together  with 
absent  friends  who  sent  good 
wishes.  A  considerable  sum  of 
money  was  raised  to  help  us 
continue  the  work  of  F.O.M. 
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l-ady  Mosley  that  sales  of  Stuka 
Pilot  in  the  U.S.  had  reached  two 
million  copies. 

A  NEW  VENTURE 
A  natural  progression  from  all 
this  literary  output,  was  the 
launch  in  March  1953.  of  The 
European,  a  monthly  magazine 
edited  by  Diana  Mosley.  The 
strength  of  this  publication  lay  in 
its  format  and  contributors.  Ezra 
Pound.  Roy  Maegregor-Haslic. 
Jorian  Jenks.  Desmond  Stewart. 
John  Haylock.  Michel  Mohrt, 
Raven  Thomson.  Alan  Nenme. 
Richard  Aldington  and  Henry 
Williamson.  Another 

breakthrough  was  its  acceptance 
by  the  all  powerful  magazine 
wholesalers,  resulting  in  it  being 
displayed  in  newsagents  and 
more  importantly,  on  station 
bookstalls  all  over  Britain.  Apart 
from  signed  articles.  Sir  Oswald 
contributed  a  monthly  analysis  on 
current  affairs  under  the  title 
‘European’  and  Diana  wrote  a 
perceptive  and  astute  diary  ollen 
running  to  several  pages.  It  ran 
for  72  issues  only  ceasing  when 
all  resources  were  Incused  on 
Mosley’s  1959  North  Kensington 
election  bid.  Scaled  down. 
Euphorion  still  continued  with 
Mosley  Policy  and  Debate  in 
1954.  Mosley  The  Facts  in  1957 
(produced  on  its  own  printing 
press)  and  Europe  Faith  and 
Plan  in  195*.  This  last 
publication  was  also  translated 
into  French.  Italian  and  German. 

A  POLITICAL  DIMENSION 
Because  of  the  common  affinity 
with  war-time  flying  and  the 
concept  of  Europe  A  Nation. 
Rudel  became  a  close  friend  of 
the  Mosleys.  During  a  visit  to 
Britain  in  1956.  Sir  Oswald 
invited  him  to  speak  to  Union 
Movement  members  in  East 
lxmdon.  Here  Rudd  underlined 
the  concept  of  European  Union 
and  the  coming  together  of  old 
adversaries.  Later  Rudel  was 
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“  THE  MOSLEYS’  "  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 
BORN  OUT  OF  NECESSITY 


By  Adrian  Pearce 
Part  two  of  the  remarkable  post-war  enterprise  that  brought 
back  into  circulation  a  number  of  treasured  classics  together  with 
the  launching  of  new  writers.  Including  Hans  Ulrich  Rudd’s 
classic,  Stuka  Pilot. 


to  the  bomb-proof  Zoo  bunker 
hospital  in  Berlin  Rudel  said  *1 
solemnly  declare  that  I  will  walk 
again  in  six  weeks  time  and  fly”. 
This  heroic  airman  dedicated  to 
serving  his  country  in  time  of  war 
w-as  decorated  with  the  Knights 
Cross  ol  the  Iron  Cross,  with 
golden  oak  leaves,  sword  and 
diamonds,  a  unique  award 
devised  for  his  bravery.  On 
Easter  Eve  1945.  with  a  wound 
far  from  healed  he  took  to  the  sky 
in  the  lost  Wagnerian  weeks  of 
the  war. 


HANS  ULRICH  RUDEL 
WEARING  HIS  DECORATION 

t 

Bom  in  Silesia  in  1916,  Hans 
Ulrich  Rudel  strove  and  won 
against  the  odds  to  become  a 
pilot  in  the  pre-war  fledgling  air 
force.  His  innovative  aviation 
skills  enabled  him.  by  the  age  of 
28.  to  become  Wing  Commander 
of  the  LutlwafFe.  He  flew  2530 
operations,  mainly  on  the  Russian 
Front,  becoming  the  most 
decorated  pilot  in  the  entire 
German  Air  Force.  As  Lady 
Mosley  commented  “His  exploits 
read  like  something  out  of  an 
Eagle  comic”  -  only  these  were 
real  acts  of  heroism.  Sinking  a 
Russian  Battleship,  a  20001b 
bomb,  dropped  in  Kronstadt 
Harbour.  His  ’speciality’  dive 
bombing  Russian  tanks.  He 
notched  up  over  500  ’kills’.  On 
February  9*  1945  Rudcl’s  luck 
nearly  ran  out.  When  the 
Russians  were  just  50  miles  from 
Berlin  he  dive  bombed  a  group  of 
Russian  tanks.  Returning  fire 
caught  his  JU  87  shattering  his 
leg.  Managing  to  crash  land  he 
woke  up  in  a  forward  dressing 
station  live  miles  behind  the  front 
to  be  told  his  right  leg  had  been 
amputated.  Taken  on  the 
Rcichsmarcholl's  insistence  back 


THE  STRIKING  BOOK 
COVER  OF  STUKA  PILOT 

that  helped  make  it  a 

CONSISTENT  BEST  SEI J  .HR 


By  the  early  1950’s  restrictions 
on  the  supply  of  printing  paper 
had  been  cased.  Euphorion.  the 
Mosleys’  publishing  house, 
originally  conceived  to  secure  an 
adequate  supply  of  paper  for  Sir 
Oswald’s  seminal  post-war  book 
The  Alternative  was  flourishing. 
With  over  a  dozen  hooks 
successfully  launched,  a  chunge 
of  emphasis  took  place.  Instead 
of  fledgling  novelists,  classic 
reprints  and  translations,  a  more 
contemporary  approach  was 
adopted.  Sven  Hcdin’s  German 
Diary  was  followed  by  Hans 
Grimm’s  Answer  of  A  German 
’a  necessary  study  to  all  those 
who  would  understand  the 
German  standpoint’.  This  lead  on 
in  1952  to  Stuka  Pilot,  fhe  book 
had  foiled  to  find  a  publisher  at 
home  because  of  blind  prejudice 
by  the  governing  powers.  No  one 
wanted  a  genuine  hero  associated 
with  the  old  regime  to  emerge 
with  the  truth.  The  author.  Hans 
Ulrich  Rudel  was  the  most 
decorated  officer  in  the  German 
Air  Force.  The  Mosleys  reasoned 
that  the  time  was  ripe  to  launch  a 
counter  balance  to  the  successful 
run  of  hooks  featuring  Britons  at 
War.  The  Wooden  Horse, 
Cockleshell  Heroes.  The 
Dambusters  and  Reach  For  The 
Sky.  All  had  enjoyed 
phenomenal  sales,  why  shouldn't 
a  book  describing  equally  heroic 
deeds  from  a  German  perspective 
not  do  as  well? 


BRITISH  AIR  ACE:  DOUGLAS 
BADER 

With  the  foreword  written  by  the 
legless  British  air  ace  Douglas 
Bader.  Stuka  Pilot  was  an  instant 
best  seller.  First  published  in 
June  1952  it  went  into  reprint  by 
September.  Twice  in  1953  and 
again  in  1954  and  1955.  An  eye 
catching  feature  was  the  dust 
jacket  that  really  captured  the 
mood  of  the  book.  Mainstream 
publishers  then  took  an  interest, 
with  Corgi  publishing  a 
paperback  in  1957.  After  that  it 
became  a  sensation  in  America. 
Shortly  before  he  died  on 
December  18*  1982.  Rudel  told 
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RUDEL  TOGETHER  WITH  OTHER  OFFICERS  RECEIVE 
DECORATIONS  FROM  THEIR  COMMANDER  ADOLF  I  If  ITER 


MARCH  2003 
invited  to  he  the  chief  speaker  at 
a  European  Rails  that  Mosley 
was  launching  at  the  Seymour 
Hall  on  Tuesday  6th  December 
I960.  As  a  leading  speaker  of  the 
(ictman  Rcichs  Party  he  agreed 
to  attend.  First  the  hall  became 
'unavailable'  at  eight  days  notice. 
After  transferring  the  booking  to 
Kensington  Town  Hall,  the 
Government  openly  stepped  in 
and  banned  Rudcl  from  entering 
the  country.  At  this  point  Mosley 
cancelled  the  rally,  as  it  was 
obvious  that  continuing  would 
invite  yet  more  government 
inspired  disruption  against  many 
other  invited  European  guests. 
Mosley  was  on  the  march  and 
both  Labour  and  Conservative 
Parties  conspired  to  stop  his 
advance.  Commenting  at  an 
Action  Dinner  on  Wednesday 
December  7th  I960  Mosley  said 
"Colonel  Kudel  was  refused 
entry  to  this  country.  Why?-no- 
one  had  suggested  or  even 
could  suggest  that  he  bad 
committed  war  crimes  or  even 
any  crime.  His  only  crime  was 
heroism  that  was  enough  to 
secure  his  exclusion.  This 
incident  was  a  measure  of  the 
panic  into  which  present 
(Conservative)  Government 
was  thrown  by  the  I'nion.  To 
impede  this  they  were  ready  to 
make  a  public  and  obvious 
farce  of  all  their  vaunted 
principles  of  free  speech.  The 
ignominy  and  absurdity  of 
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their  position  was  a  measure  of 
the  fear  evoked  by  the  advance 
of  the  new  Europe  in  those  who 
betrayed  the  old  Europe”. 

CAT  AND  MOUSE  GAMES 
An  interesting  coda  to  the  story 
of  Han  Ulrich  Rudcl  was  played 
out  at  London  Airport  on  January 
8*  1966.  For  the  first  time 
Comrade  is  able  to  reveal  the 
details,  exclusively. 

En-routc  from  Germany  to 
Buenos  Aires,  it  was  necessary 
for  Rudcl  to  make  a  connection  at 
LAP.  A  gap  of  two  and  a  half 
hours  between  arrival  and 
departure  meant  he  needed  to 
stay  in  the  international  transit 
lounge,  thus  keeping  to  the  terms 
of  the  British  Government 
banning  order.  It  was  then 
announced  that  the  ongoing  flight 
hy  Acrolincas  Argentinas  was 


delayed  by  ten  hours.  Passengers 
were  invited  to  stay  at  a  nearby 
airport  hotel  until  called.  Rudcl 
explained  his  position  and  opted 
to  stay  in  the  transit  lounge  thus 
avoiding  a  technical  entry  into 
the  country.  After  the  remaining 
transit  passengers  had  been  taken 
to  the  hotel  Rudcl  was  told  the 
police  wanted  to  see  him  so  he 
went  to  the  barrier.  No  official 
arrived  so  after  forty-five  minutes 
he  returned  to  the  lounge,  forty- 
five  minutes  later,  three  plain 
clothed  officials  came  and 
insisted  he  must  be  taken  to  a 
detention  room  but  first  of  all  he 
must  go  through  customs  control. 
Despite  his  baggage  clearly 
labelled  Munich  to  Buenos  Aires 
he  was  forced  agaiast  his  will  to 
enter  this  country.  After  a 
detailed  rummage  and  extensive 
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questioning,  he  finally  hoarded 
his  international  flight  at  3am  on 
January  9*. 

Let  no  one  be  fooled.  This 
microcosm  of  the  duplicitous 
way  Government  and 
opposition  hang  together,  is 
nothing  compared  with  the 
pressures  Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
bad  to  suffer  over  a  lifetime  of 
trying  to  wake  up  Britain.  We 
honour  his  memory  and 
tenacious  spirit  to  unite 
Europe. 

HE  LED  ...  W  E  FOLLOW 
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Regrettably.  but  not 

surprisingly,  all  the  Euphorion 
titles  are  long  out  of  print.  The 
diminishing  number  of  second 
hand  bookshops  may  reward 
the  persistent  browser.  Also. 
Surfing  the  internet  has 
brought  to  light  some  copies. 
Friends  of  Mosley  is  fortunate 
to  be  able  to  offer  a  small 
number  of  original  copies  of 
Desmond  Stewart's  translation 
of  the  Phaedo. 

Dating  from  1949  these  copies 
of  Plato  complete  with  dust 
jackets  must  be  described  as 
’dusty',  a  few  'grubby'  because 
of  their  rarity  we  feel  justified 
in  distributing  them.  The  price 
including  postage  is  £3.00  each. 
Cheques  payable  to  F.O.M. 
Should  we  run  out  of  copies 
your  cheque  will  be  returned. 
Send  to  BCM/FOM,  London, 
WCIN3XX. 

Another  book  under  the 
Euphorion  imprint  was 
’Mosley  Policy  and  Debate'  a 
compendium  of  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley's  writing  from  ’The 
European'.  Again  we  are  able 
to  ofTer  copies  of  the  original 
printing  (not  later  reprints). 
These  have  also  lost  their  first 
bloom  but  remain  in  a 
reasonable  condition.  We  offer 
these  for  £3.00  each,  post  free. 
Details  as  above.  Finally  the 
F.O.M.  eight  page  publication 
of  Sir  Oswald  Mosley's  preface 
to  Faust  Is  still  available  at 
£1.00.  again  post  free. 


Comrade  has  proved  itself,  as  a  perfect  way  of  keeping  old  comrades  in  touch  with  each  other.  There  is 
nothing  more  heart-warming  than  finding  a  friend  of  long  ago.  The  new,  larger  Comrade  is  very  welcome  to 
all  ns  aid  Union  Movement  members,  and  /  fee!  sure  it  will  be  a  great  success. 


Diana  Mosley.  Paris  2002. 
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House  of  Infamy 

Together  with  hundreds  of  other  I8B  detainees.  Alexander  Raven 
Thomson  was  initially  interned  in  Brixton  Prison.  While  many 
quickly  moved  on  to  other  detention  centres.  Raven  remained, 
presumably  because  of  his  pre-war  position  as  Director  of  Policy  in 
the  British  Union.  It  was  clear  that  the  authorities  thought  they  had 
caught  a  big  fish.  He  was  to  remain  in  custody  without  charge  or  trial 
for  over  four  and  a  half  years  and  was  one  of  the  last  five  I8B 
detainees  to  be  released.  He  emerged  a  broken  man.  Partially 
recovered  he  became  the  general  secretary  of  Union  Movement  and 
edited  its  weekly  paper  Union.  He  died  prematurely  aged  54  in 
October  1955. 

He  is  a  person  deeply  revered  as  one  of  Mosley’s  most  steadfast 
followers  and  even  more  importantly  today  as  a  key  figure  on  policy 
development  in  both  British  Union  and  Union  Movement. 

In  Issue  19  dated  June  19lh  1948  of  Union,  he  wrote  on  one  aspect  of 
his  detention:  his  MI5  interrogation  at  the  notorious  Latchmcrc 
House.  Ham  Common  where  dozens  of  top  BU  officials  were  sent  for 
■debriefing'. 

With  the  publication  of  the  official  history  of  this  establishment, 
reviewed  in  the  last  issue  of  Comrade  it  is  fitting  to  read  a  first  hand 
account  of  the  secret  world  of  M15  by  a  man  who  experienced  its 
“hospitality". 


STATE  OF  MENACE 
It  was  early  in  August.  1940,  that 
I  and  several  other  British  Union 
members  were  awakened  at 
Brixton  Prison  with  the  cry  :  "Get 
up.  you’re  going  out"  -  a  familiar 
grim  w  arders’  joke,  which  merely 
meant  we  were  to  be  transferred 
like  many  others  to  another 
prison.  To  our  surprise,  however, 
we  were  handed  over  with  all  our 
belongings  in  the  prison 
courtyard  to  a  military  escort, 
who  duly  signed  for  our  “bodies" 
in  the  prison  register.  Packed  into 
an  army  van  we  were  driven 
through  Richmond  Park  to  Hum 
Common,  where  wc  found  a 
large  house  and  outbuildings 
completely  surrounded  by  a 
double  fence  of  barbed  wire  with 
patrolling  guards  carrying  fixed 
bayonets. 

Here  wc  were  locked  up 
separately  in  tiny  cells,  doors 
were  not  only  locked  but 
padlocked,  and  wc  were  only 
allowed  to  emerge  for  exercise  in 
two  half-hourly  periods,  morning 
and  afternoon,  on  the  lawn  of  the 
country  house,  surrounded  by 
barbed  wire  and  menaced  by 
guards  with  revolvers  who 
forbade  any  conversation 
whatsoever.  Each  prisoner  had  to 
walk  by  himself  and  was  never 
given  an  opportunity  at  any  time 
to  speak  to  any  other. 
Furthermore,  no  visits  were 
allowed  and  it  was  weeks  before 
relatives  were  given  any 
information  as  to  where  wc  had 
gone. 

Meanwhile,  our  strength  declined 
on  the  extremely  meagre  diet 
served  up  three  times  a  day. 
Burly,  and  apparently  moronic. 
MI5  officers  made  rounds  late  at 
night  and  wc  were  not  permitted 
to  go  to  bed.  until  they  had 


checked  us  up.  even  if  this  meant 
sitting  in  the  dark  when  these 
gentlemen  failed  to  turn  up  until 
after  “Lights  Out”  which  quite 
frequently  happened, 
latter  some  of  us.  including 
myself,  were  transferred  to  much 
larger  rooms  in  the  main 
building  There,  to  our  great 
surprise,  came  rattling  on  the 
door,  and  one  of  our  colleagues 
would  be  ushered  in  by  a  gruff 
guard,  who  told  us  wc  would 
have  a  quarter  of  an  hour’s 
“association",  lie  would  then 
leave  us  alone  together  and  lock 
the  door  behind  him. 

EAVESDROPPING 
We  never  actually  located  the 
microphones  though  all  of  us 
made  exhaustive  searches, 
discovered  fitlsc  walls  and 
suspicious  ventilators.  In  any 
case,  we  had  nothing  to  hide,  the 
unfortunate  officers  listening  at 
the  other  end  of  the  wire,  must 
have  got  burning  cars,  rather  than 
the  information  about  mythical 
arms  dumps  and  so  forth,  which 
they  no  doubt  hoped  to  hear.  In 
every  case  these  sessions,  in  the 
absence  of  all  information  from 
the  outside  world,  became  means 
of  expressing  contempt  for  the 
treatment  wc  were  receiving.  :ind 
thus  no  very  edifying  materiul  for 
MIS  cars. 

Week  after  dreary  week  passed. 
Some  of  us  were  pulled  from  our 
beds  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
brought  before  a  secret  tribunal 
of  men  silting  at  a  table  behind 
glaring  lights.  None  of  us  were 
actually  subjected  to  violence, 
though  all  usual  tricks  of  alleged 
confessions  by  others  were  used, 
ami  the  atmosphere  of  menace 
was  continuously  maintained. 
Meanwhile  we  were  becoming 
aware  of  strange  happenings 
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elsewhere  in  the  building  where 
aliens  were  detained.  One  of  us 
overheard  loud  menacing  talk 
in  which  the  word  “hanging" 
was  frequently  repeated.  I  was 
later  returned  to  a  small  cell  in 
what  was  railed  the  “hospital 
annexe"  was  kept  awake  the 
greater  part  of  one  night  by  the 
hroken-hrarled  sobbing  of  one 
little  man,  who  was  roughly 
thrown  into  the  corner  of  the 
next  cell,  and  seemed  for  hours 
to  make  no  attempt  to  undress 
or  get  to  bed. 

CONDITIONS  IMPROVE 
By  this  time  the  Blit/  on  London 
had  begun,  and  wc  heard  guns 
firing  and  bombs  falling,  some  of 
them  close  nearby.  This 
considerably  added  to  the  strain 
wc  were  suffering,  as  we  had  a 
shrewd  suspicion  what  would 
happen  to  us  in  the  hands  of  such 
captors,  if  the  German  invasion 
were  to  come.  However,  again  to 
our  great  surprise,  conditions 
began  to  improve.  Letters  were 
delivered.  A  doctor  made  his 
appearance  at  long  last  and 
improved  our  diet  on  receipt  of 
strong  protests.  Even  newspapers 
were  permitted,  in  which  we  read 
for  the  first  time  of  the  “Battle  of 
Britain". 

It  was  only  later  that  we 
learned  that  news  of  our  plight 
had  reached  Brixton,  and 
Mosley  had  instituted  legal 
proceedings  for  our  release 
from  these  inhuman  conditions. 
After  five  weeks  I  was  at  last 
given  a  rather  hurried  and 
shamefaced  “interrogation”  by 
one  officer  and  a  woman 
secretary,  the  main  point  of 
which  seemed  to  he  to  find  out 
what  1  knew  of  the  “Loch 
I  ximond”  w  ireless  station,  which 
several  B.U.  members  had  been 
given  long  terms  of 
imprisonment  on  the  grounds  that 
it  was  operating  from  Germany, 
according  to  MI5  information. 
Yet  my  interrogation  was 
directed  to  finding  out  whether 
were  operating  it  in  this 
country.  Someone  must  have 
been  lying,  and  one  ol  our 
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members  died  before  he  finished 
serving  his  severe  sentence. 

Next  day  1  was  returned  to 
Brixton.  where  I  told  the 
astonished  Governor  it  was  like 
coming  home  after  Ham 
Common.  I  had  lost  two  stones  in 
weight,  so  that  my  friends  could 
scarcely  recognise  me.  but  my 
delight  to  be  once  more  with  my 
old  comrades  s«»n  restored  my 
spirits.  After  experiencing  Ham 
Common.  Brixton  Prison  seemed 
a  home  from  home,  despite  the 
long  ordeal  of  the  Blit/  with 
warders’  wives  and  children 
housed  in  sandbagged  celts 
beneath  our  unprotected  ones  and 
fierce  competition  for  the  cell 
below  Mosley's  which  was  held 
to  be  the  safest  place  in  all 
London.  We  might  have  slept 
more  soundly  had  we  shared  this 
touching  belief  in  the  accuracy  of 
Herman  Gocring's  bombers. 

BRITAL  CALLOUSNESS 
Our  whole  experience  of  Ham 
Common  was  one  of  crass 
stupidity  and  brutal  callousness 
by  officers,  who  with  one  single 
exception  gave  the  impression 
of  possessing  no  intelligence  of 
any  sort.  To  see  such  men 
handling  six  shooter  revolvers, 
they  had  obviously  never  seen  in 
their  lives  before  did  not  improve 
the  state  of  our  nerves.  The  whole 
proceeding  with  its  childish 
attempts  to  overhear  the  few 
private  conversations  wc  were 
permitted,  left  us  with  a  lasting 
contempt  for  anything  to  do  with 
"Military  Intelligence".  No 
doubt  complete  isolation,  denial 
of  association  and  a  prolonged 
low  diet  was  calculated  to 
break  our  spirit.  As  it  was,  not 
a  single  man  broke  down  in  any 
way,  and  the  whole  theatrical 
display  merely  exposed  the 
incapacity  of  men  who  would 
never  have  had  any  intelligence 
to  find  out  anything,  even  ir 
there  had  been  something  to 
find  out.  Ham  Common  was 
the  beginning  of  a  system  of 
sadistic  incompetence  which 
Is  now  becoming  exposed  to 
the  world  in  all  its  moronic 

brutality. 

Documentation  relating  to  Raven 
Thomson  does  survive  in  the 
P.R.O.  but  look  in  vain  for  his 
time  at  Ham  Common.  All  the 
relevant  pages  have  obviously 
been  weeded  prior  to  release. 

To  read  more  about  Ham 
Common  but  not  about  B.U. 
members  as  their  months  of 
deprivation  have  also  been 
airbrushed  out  of  the  official 
history  read  <  utnp  020  hv  Lt 
Col  R  ITS  Stephens 
ISBN  I-903J6500S-2  Public 
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AUDIENCE  AWAIT  THE  START  OF  THE  MOMENTOUS  THE  LEADER  EXAMINES  SOME  OF  THE  ‘SOUVENIRS' 


MEETING 


COLLECTED  FROM  THE  REDS  AT  OLYMPIA.  HE  IS 


In  June  1934.  the  writer  got  into  film  made  in  Russia  to  provide 

Mosley's  Olympia  meeting  on  a  detailed  instructions  on  how  to 

tbrgcd  ticket  with  his  comrade  overthrow  the  British  government 

Peter  l_evine.  who  went  'for  a  -  subvening  our  armed  services, 

fight'  (and  got  one).  Outside  the  and  bringing  communications, 

hall  a  noisy  communis!  crowd  gas.  electricity,  docks,  railways 

assaulted  policemen.  Inside,  he  and  water  supplies  to  a  standstill, 

says  'knuckle-dusters,  razors  and  'One  could  wreak  havoc  with 


HOLDING  A  HORSE’S  CURRY  COMB.  WITH  A  STRAP  TO 
ALLOW  ITS  USE  AS  A  KNUCKLE-DUSTER. 

IN  HIS  OTHER  HAND  A  THICK  WOP! J.I-N  SOCK  FILLED 
WITH  BROKEN  GLASS. 

SUNDRY  ITEMS  ON  THE  TABLE  INCLUDE  A  SMALL 
FLATCHETT.  IRON  BOLTS.  A  SHOEMAKERS  AWL  THE  LID  OF 
A  TIN  WITH  A  SERRATED  EDGE  TOGETHER  WITH  A 
SELECTION  OF'  COSHES 


iron  bars’  were  used,  without 
making  clear  that  these  belonged 
not  to  the  stewards  but  to  Stalin's 
foreign  foot-soldiers  who 
organised  that  criminal  attack  on 
free  speech  and  assembly. 

The  following  year  Levine 
invited  him  to  a  more  secretive 
meeting.  This  was  a  showing  of  a 


wire-cutters  and  a  spanner.'  This 
time  Stalin’s  servants  sneaked 
out  of  the  building  in  'ones  and 
twos'  -  keeping  an  eye  out  lor 
any  policeman. 

Professor  Woodruff  admits  that 
on  the  first  occasion  Mosley 
called  for  'a  renewal  of  British 
life'  and  was  'one  of  the  most 


striking  figures'  seen  on  a 
platform,  lie  admits  that  the 
second  occasion  was  a  seditious 
gathering  for  which  he  could 
have  gone  to  prison. 

British  patriotism  or  Soviet 
treason,  then,  was  the  choice. 
How  much  better  life  would  be 
today  if  people  like  the  good 


professor,  instead  of  lapping  up 
the  lying  propaganda  from  a 
Kremlin  dictatorship  which 
murdered  millions  and  eventually 
collapsed,  had  been  allowed  to 
listen  properly  to  Mosley's 
practical  proposals  for  peace  and 
prosperity. 

Htat  is  the  real  moral  of  this 


artless  story. 
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The  New  Party’s  Birmingham  Rag  Market  meeting  is  often 
referred  to  by  writers  of  the  Mosley  year*.  The  story  is  usually 
accompanied  by  a  photograph  of  Mosley  and  his  supporters 
surrounded  by  a  sea  of  upturned  chairs.  It  is  invariably  used  as  a 
metaphor  for  ’Mosley  violence'.  Thanks  to  contemporary 
accounts,  a  true  representation  of  the  evening's  events  and 
subsequent  court  case  can  be  told 

EVERY  PICTURE 
TELLS  A  STORY 

By  Guy  Mansell 


BIRMINGHAM  RAG  MARKET  NEW  PARTY  MEETING 
MOSLEY  AND  HIS  SUPPORTERS  POSE  FOR  WHAT  BECAME 
A  MISIVn-KPRiriTD  PICTURE 


In  the  1931  General  Election. 
Mosley  embarked  on  a  punishing 
schedule  of  major  venue 
meetings  in  support  of  his  twenty 
four  New  Pam  candidates. 

In  addition.  Lady  Cynthia 
Mosley,  the  sitting  labour  Party 
member  for  Stoke,  decided  to 
stand  down  at  the  forthcoming 
election  because  of  her 
indifferent  health.  Having  tested 
himself  in  the  1918  election  by 
winning  a  seat  away  from  his 
ancestral  roots.  Mosley  decided 
lo  contest  the  ’family’  scat.  His 
reasons  being  "My  family 
connections  extend  well  over  a 
hundred  years.  Both  my 
Grandfather  and  Great -Great 
Grandfather  were  members  for 
Stoke  which  was  then  in  the 
North  Stafford  Division". 

TROUBLE  AHEAD 
Because  of  his  defection  from  the 
labour  Party.  Mosley  was  a 
natural  target  for  abuse  and 
violence  from  those  who  saw  his 
action  as  betrayal.  It  was  against 
this  background  the  New  Party’s 
Birmingham  meeting  was  held  on 
Sunday  October  18'\  Fifteen 
thousand  people  crowded  into  the 
Bromsgrove  Street  end  of  the 
huge  Rag  Market  covered  area. 
At  7.30pm  the  meeting  began 
peacefully  enough,  with  just  a 
few  hecklers.  Mosley  recalled  his 
lime  as  a  Labour  minister 
drawing  up  plans  to  tackle  the 
serious  unemployment  problem. 
“I  was  determined  that  the 
pledges  we  gave  lo  Ihe  workers 
should  be  fulfilled  and  I 
worked  out  detailed  plans  to 
deal  with  unemployment,  but 
they  refused  to  carry  out  my 
plan  or  any  other  plan  at  all.  So 
I  decided  not  to  go  on  drawing 
£2000  a  year  for  doing  nothing. 
We  cannot  have  socialism  in 
our  time  without  revolution 
and  what  is  the  use  of  a  Labour 
government  telling  the  workers 
bis  grandchildren  will  be 
alright  when  be  does  not  know 
where  his  nett  meal  is  coming 
from.  If  my  party  is  returned  to 
power  I  would  reform 
Parliament  so  that  front  being  a 
talk-shop  it  would  become  a 
work-shop.  We  must  brush  the 


cobwebs  off  this  musty 
institution.  The  Labour  men 
have  been  content  to  sit  in 
Parliament  with  fat  jobs  like 
rabbits  in  front  of  a  snake  ... 
and  there  they  sat  until  the 
snake  turned  into  a  crisis  and 
the  rabbit  was  swallowed". 
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CHARACTERISATIONS 
DURING  THE  liLKOTION 


Mosley  then  mentioned  Arthur 
Henderson,  the  leader  of  the 
Labour  Party  which  provoked  a 
cheer.  “Not  many  cheers  for 
him  I  see,  we  want  a  louder  one 
for  him”.  A  slightly  louder  cheer 
was  heard.  "Not  such  a  cheer  as 
you  gave  MacDonald  at  the  last 
election,  come  on  labour,  work 
up  the  enthusiasm”. 

DISRUPTION 

The  trouble  started  when  the 
loudspeaker  system  failed.  It  was 
soon  established  that  the  wires 
had  been  cut.  Repaired  almost 
immediately  Sir  Oswald 


continued  w  ith  his  speech.  Again 
the  system  foiled  so  Mosley 
turned  to  speak  directly  to  one 
side  of  the  audience.  This 
brought  cries  from  the  other  side 
“Don't  you  know  wc  arc  here?' 
With  interruptions  growing  and 
chairs  being  thrown  in  all 
directions.  Mosley  vaulted  over 
the  front  of  the  platform  and 
walked  towards  the  group  of 
agitators  saying  “Wc  want  free 
speech  and  not  a  free  tight.  Be 
sporting  and  give  us  a  fair 
hearing".  At  this  point  one  of  the 
group  seized  a  chair  and  raised  it 
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Tuesday  November  l()lh  1931  in 
Birmingham's  Victoria  Courts. 
Sir  Oswald  pleaded  Not  Guilty  to 
blacking  a  man's  eye  and  kicking 
his  shins.  Striking  another  in  the 
chest  and  waving  a  truncheon  at 
the  crowd,  inviting  them  to  "try 
their  luck".  The  defence  urged 
that  the  summons  were  put-up 
jobs  to  injure  Sir  Oswald 
politically.  Mr  J.F.R.  Richie 
responding  for  the  complainants 
stated  that  Mosley  struck 
Cornwall  a  violent  blow  on  the 


right  foot.  It  was  physically 
impossible  for  me  to  do  so 
without  inflicting  pain  upon 
myself  My  right  leg  is  an  inch 
and  a  half  shorter  than  the  left 
because  of  a  flying  accident  in 
the  first  World  War.  In  fact  it 
slopped  me  fencing  tor  fifteen 
years.  My  stewards,  mostly  local 
men.  did  carry  truncheons 
because  at  a  meeting  in  Glasgow . 
we  were  attacked  with  razors  but 
wc  did  not  use  them  (truncheons) 
in  Birmingham".  Mr  St.  John 


vox  popuu* 

Lloyd  George.  Baldw  in.  Snowden.  Gyncs.  Henderson.  MacDonald 
were  all  given  wireless  lime  by  the  B.B.C.  to  make  political 
broadcasts  during  the  1931  General  Flection.  When  the  New  Party 
applied  to  be  given  equal  facilities  the  reply  was  "Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
did  not  represent  enough  people  to  warrant  his  being  given  time  at  the 
microphone".  Not  to  be  outdone  Mosley  attempted  to  buy  time  from 
Radio  Paris,  a  commercial  station  beaming  its  programmes  to  the 
U.K.  Again  he  was  refused.  He  then  tried  other  continental  stations 
all  without  success.  The  British  Establishment,  be  it  left  or  right  had 
very  quickly  learned  the  art  of  suppression  of  new  ideas  and  policies. 
A  convenient  system  still  operative  today. 
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to  strike  Sir  Oswald.  Mosley 
grabbed  him  by  the  arm  and 
pushed  him  backwards. 
Returning  to  the  platform  the 
(in)fiimous  photograph  was 
taken.  Soon  after  the  group 
started  to  sing  the  Red  Flag  being 
countered  by  Mosley  and  his 
supporters  with  Land  of  Hope 
and  Glory.  A  number  of  police 
officers  then  entered  the  hall 
advising  Sir  Oswald  that  they  had 
a  police  car  waiting  to  whisk  him 
away.  Refusing  the  offer.  Mosley 
said  he  preferred  to  walk  to  his 
hotel.  By  this  time.  Peter 
Howard,  a  New  Party  candidate 
was  bleeding  profusely  from  a 
laceration  to  his  temple.  B.E. 
Kendrick  regional  secretary  of 
the  New  Party  was  unconscious 
having  been  hit  by  a  bottle. 
Superintendent  Harrison  together 
with  Police  Inspector  Bluer  were 
convinced  that  Mosley’s  life  was 
in  danger  and  they  would  "sooner 
lock  up  Sir  Oswald  if  he  did  not 
leave  the  hall".  Mosley  still 
refused  the  police  car  but 
eventually  consented  to  leave 
walking,  as  he  intended,  without 
further  incident  to  his  hotel.  Laicr 
he  told  a  reporter  “It  was  the 
finest  meeting  I  have  ever 
addressed  in  Birmingham. 
There  were  only  two  or  three 
hundred  organised  hooligans 
who  endeavoured  to  break  op 
the  meeting.  We  made  a  stand 
for  free  speech.  We  broke  up 
the  meeting  ourselves  rather 
than  have  it  broken  up". 

AFTERMATH 

The  next  morning  the  Stipendiary 
at  Birmingham  Police  Court 
granted  summons  against  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  for  alleged 
assault  on  Richard  Thomas 
Cornwall  and  Walter  Jennings. 
After  a  delayed  hearing  because 
of  the  imminent  general  election, 
the  charges  were  heard  on 


chest  which  knocked  him  over. 
The  other  complainant.  Jennings, 
was  thrown  towards  Sir  Oswald 
who  punched  him  in  the  eye  and 
kicked  him  in  the  shins.  The 
stipendiary.  Lord  Ilkeston,  then 
asked  to  hear  Sir  Oswald's 
evidence.  In  the  witness  box 
Mosley  said  "I  had  addressed 
fifty  meetings  before 
Birmingham.  without  major 
disturbance  but  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  feeling  manifested  against 
me  in  the  dtv".  Further 
questioned  on  whether  he  had 
heard  any  violent  language  he 
replied  “Just  the  usual  small 
coinage  of  the  Labour  Party 
Twister.  Traitor  and  Judas". 
Continuing  he  said  "Wc  have 
stewards  but  no  personal 
bodyguard.  I  have  been  to  many 
meetings  quite  alone.  I  did  not 
kick  anyone.  I  could  not  with  my 


Hutchinson  representing  the 
defence  then  questioned 
Cornwall  who  had  declared  that 
Sir  Oswald  punched  him  with  his 
right  hand,  h  was  pointed  out  that 
Sir  Oswald  was  a  trained  boxer 
and  usually  hit  with  his  left  hand. 
The  complainants  were  then 
asked  what  was  Sir  Oswald's 
provocative  attitude?  "He  had  a 
grin  on  his  face  which  seemed  to 
mean  trouble"  (laughter)  Mr 
Hutchinson  rejoined  "Do  you  say 
that  these  gallant  thirty  on  a 
platform  challenged  15000 
people  to  attack  them?  It  was 
obvious  that  the  interrupters  were 
a  highly  organised  group  that 
were  responsible  for  the  whole 
trouble".  The  magistrate  then 
intimated  he  did  not  wish  to  hear 
any  more  evidence  for  the 
defence.  He  was  satisfied  "that 
Sir  Oswald  had  done  nothing 
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FOR  STOKE  W\S  NOT 
ADVERSE  TO  THE  CLASSIC 
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mere  than  he  was  entitled  to  do" 
Ikah  summons  were  dismissed. 

A  LEARNING  CURVE 
The  whole  experience  was  one 
that  Sir  Oswald  took  to  heart. 
Because  of  the  ineffectual 
response  of  successive 
Governments  to  attacks  on  free 
speech,  he  knew  he  had  to  take 
action  against  those  forces  of 
evil  if  he  was  ever  to  get  his 
policies  through  to  the  public. 
It  was  a  struggle  that  took 
yean  to  win  but  was  finally 
successful  through  his  sheer 
determination  and  the  support 
of  bis  brave  follower*  in  both 
pre  and  post-war  campaigns. 


“Let  all  things  be  discussed  and  let  truth  prevail” 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley:  March  1953 

In  the  world  of  spin,  selective  press  briefings  and  the  failure  of  Members  of  Parliament  to  take  up  offers  of  press,  radio  and  T.V. 
interviews  unless  it  suits  them,  is  it  possible  to  get  your  counter  message  across?  The  answer  is  a  qualified  yes.  Despite  a  stranglehold 
on  all  the  media  outlets  the  internet  and  desktop  publishing  has  provided  a  voice  to  the  underdog.  But,  beware.  'They'  don’t  like  it.  In 
the  guise  of  public  interest  and  protection,  restrictions  are  being  introduced  to  which  the  public  will  rightly  endorse.  These  repressive 
measures  used  in  a  wider  contest  away  from  their  original  purpose  will  limit  freedom  of  expression.  BEWARE. 

However  potent  the  message,  a  simple  act  of  acquiring  a  pot  of  whitewash  and  brush  could  in  days  of  yore  effectively  got  your 
message  across.  Why  even  some  pre-World  War  Two  daubings  seem  to  have  a  new  life  today. 
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From  its  formation  on  f"  October,  1932  the  interest  and  support 
shown  by  the  senior  officers  of  the  British  In  ion  of  Fascists  in  its 
sporting  and  recreational  activities  was  to  play  a  major  role  in 
both  the  Movements  strength  and  development. 

BRITISH  IJNTON 

SPORTS  AND  SOCIAL  CLUBS 

By  John  .Anderson 


nil-:  MANCHESTER  BOXING  TEAM  WITH  BRANCH  OFFICER 
DICKENSON  HOLDING  THE  WINNER'S  TROPHY 


Fvcn  in  the  cramped  conditions 
of  the  first  National  Headquarters 
then  at  I.  Great  Smith  Street. 
Westminster,  space  was  secured 
for  a  gymnasium,  canteen  and 
social  club.  But  it  was  not  until 
the  move  in  August  1933  to  the 
former  ‘Whitclands’  Teacher 
Training  Collage  at  33.  Kings 
Road.  Chelsea,  renamed  the 
'Black  House’,  did  the 
Movement  have  the  opportunity 
to  expand  on  these  facilities. 


IRIC  HAMILTON  PERCY 
WHO  ORGANISED  HIE 
BE  \CK  I  lOL’SE  GYMNASIUM 

DEFENCE  FORCE  TAKES 
THE  L  EAD 

Under  the  direction  of  Eric 
Hamilton  Piercy.  the  Officer 
Commanding.  Defence  Force 
Control  a  fully  furnished 
gymnasium  was  located  on  the 
ground  floor  m  the  west  wing  of 
this  impressive  building.  Here 
during  the  day  staff  from  the 
Defence  Force  had  sole  access 
for  training  and  fitness,  however, 
a  typical  evening  would  see 
fencing,  boxing,  ju-jitsu  available 
under  expert  tuition  for  all  the 
'blackshirt'  members. 

By  January  1934  the  increase  in 
BUF  membership  forced  a  total 
reorganisation  of  headquarters. 
The  gymnasium  was  transferred 
to  the  then  unused  former  chapel, 
thus  allowing  the  registry,  under 
its  Director  Major  George  Tabor 
access  to  all  the  accommodation 
on  the  ground  floor.  However,  by 
March  the  gymnasium  wus  on  the 
move  again,  transferring  back  to 
the  west  wing,  hut  now  located  in 
the  Defence  Force  Assembly 
Room.  This  new  gymnasium  was 
fully  lilted  with  horizontal  bars, 
tumblers,  parallel  bars,  vaulting 
bouse  and  also  stored  the  fencing 


and  boxing  outfits.  Women  were 
equally  welcome  to  use  the 
facilities.  Here  the  gymnasium 
would  remain  until  the  'Black 
House’  closed  in  June  1935. 

PROVINCIAL  CLUBS 
Not  to  be  outdone  the  provinces 
also  had  first  rate  sporting  and 
social  facilities.  Under  the 
command  of  the  various  Area 
Administration  staff  gymnasiums 
and  club  rooms  were  located  in 
Birmingham.  Cardiff.  Edinburgh. 
l.ecds.  Liverpvxvl.  Manchester. 
Newcastle  and  Plymouth. 

In  Cardiff  Deputy  Branch  Officer 
Chard  operated  from  a  four 
storey  building  which  included  a 
lounge,  bar.  gymnasium  and 
billiards  room.  At  Liverpool  with 
its  headquarters  located  in  Duke 
Street.  ’Blackshirt’  Moose  was 
responsible  for  both  the  physical 
training  of  members  and  the 
branch  gymnasium.  While  in 
Leeds  the  area  headquarters  were 
opened  at  27.  Cavendish  Road, 
with  eighteen  rooms  which 
included  two  club  rooms  a  dry 
canteen  and  gymnasium. 
OFFICIAL  NHO  FOOTBALL 
Early  in  1934  saw  the  formation 
of  the  Headquarters  XI  football 
team.  This  team  was  organised 
by  W.  Cooke,  w  ho  was  also  later 
to  be  appointed  Sports  Secretary. 
National  Headquarters. 

The  team  consisted  of  personnel 
drawn  mainly  from  the  elite 
National  Defence  Force.  Having 
worked  tirelessly  during  the  week 
stewarding  the  meeting  of  the 
Leader  and  his  Senior 
Propaganda  Officers,  these  men 
were  granted  Saturday  and 
Sunday  off  for  their  mutches, 
provided  they  were  stilt  available 
tor  evening  duty  . 

The  team's  first  fixture  was  in 
early  February  1934.  against  the 
Oliveans  2nd  XI  in  Hyde  Park 
with  HQ  XI  winning  3-0.  Paine 
(2)  and  Spencer  (I)  getting  the 
goals.  Soon  teams  were  being 
raised  from  the  surrounding 
branches,  but  it  was  a  provincial 
fixture  at  Portsmouth  which 
offered  the  first  ‘Blackshirt’ 
opposition.  This  game  was 
played  on  Sunday.  February  1 1 
with  Deputy  Administrative 
Officer.  Carlyle  Elliot  and  sixty 
members  of  N1  IQ  supporting  the 
match.  It  was.  however,  a  totally 
one  sided  affair  with  NHO 


winning,  by  a  flattering.  14-0 
score  line. 

The  Ashford.  Birmingham. 
Colchester.  Hackney.  Islington 
and  Manchester  branches  all 
raised  teams  during  1934.  While 
Scotland  had  its  own  league 
formed  with  six  ‘Blackshirt’ 
teams  raised  hy  the  Edinburgh. 
Motherwell.  Dumfries  and 
Dalbeattie  branches. 

From  these  opponents  only  the 
Hackney  team  was  able  to  defeat 
the  NHQ  XL  In  a  match  played 
on  Hackney  Marshes  Sunday 
December  23.  1934  the  Hackney 
team  score  six  goals  to  only  two 
from  headquarters.  Honour  was 
soon  restored,  however,  when  on 
February  17  NHQ  and  Hackney 
meet  for  the  third  time  with  NHQ 
winning  by  4-0.  with  goui.s  from 
Simpson.  Bennett.  Mills  and 
Bussey. 

By  the  close  of  their  first  season 
the  NHQ  team  had  played  a  total 
of  twenty  two  games,  winning 
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seventeen,  drawing  one  and 
losing  only  four.  The  other 
defeats  being  by  Plaistow  Imps. 
Blakes  and  Rota  Print. 

BRITISH  UNION  BOXF.RS 
A  large  number  of  members 
came  from  the  boxing  fraternity 
or  became  interested  in  the  sport 
after  joining.  Under  the 
organisational  skills  of  F. 
Marcantonio  as  Secretary,  inter 
branch  competitions  were  held 
throughout  the  winter  months  at 
NHQ.  Teams  from  Birmingham. 
Kingston.  Manchester. 

Richmond.  Streatham  and 
Wimbledon  all  fought  for  the 
British  Union  officiul  boxing 
trophy.  This  would  finally  be 
won  by  the  Manchester  team 
under  Branch  Officer  C 
Dickenson,  himself  a  well 
respected  boxer. 

Other  well  known  boxers 
included: 

Childs.  Sunderland  Northern 
Amateur  Lightweight  Champion 
Bainhridge.  Sunderland  - 
Sunderland  Amateur  Boxing 
Team 

Cazalet.  Islington  -  former 
Middleweight  Champion  of  W est 
Australia 

Thomas  P  Moran.  Staff  Officer. 
Newcastle  and  NHQ  staff  - 
former  Cruiser  -  weight 
Chamption  of  the  Combined 
Fleet 

W.  Clouston.  NHQ  staff  — 
Universities  Champion  1934 
Geoffrey  darker.  NHQ  stall 
Oxford  Univcrsitv  Champion 
1933 

Robert  Shcvillc.  Staff"  Officer. 
Newcastle  and  Nl  IQ  staff  - 
Amateur  Welterweight 

Champion  of  North  East  England 
The  movement  could  also  draw 
on  the  experience  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  James  Walsh,  former 
President  of  the  Boxing 
Committee  of  the  London 
Territorials  to  act  as  referee. 
While  medical  supervision  was 
always  on  hand  from  the  staff  of 
the  Medical  Section  under  DR  A 
M  A  Moore. 
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OTHER  NHO  f  11  BS 

In  addition  to  the  football  and 
boxing  teams.  b>  the  end  of 
1934.  there  were  the  BUF  Rugb> 
XV.  nicknamed  The  All  Blacks' 
and  organised  by  Deputy 
Administrative  Officer  Carlyle 
Elliott.  Also  the  Headquarters 
Swimming  and  Water  Polo  Club 
formed  by  Administrative  Officer 
Charles  Bradford  which  would 
meet  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Chelsea  Baths. 

Early  in  1935.  a  I  liking  Club  was 
added  with  Sub  Brunch  Officer 
Jack  Hickman  in  charge.  This 
was  quickly  followed  by  the 
N1IQ  Cricket  Team,  under  the 
supervision  of  Sub  Commandant 
Bryan  Donovan.  Officer  in 
Charge  of  London.  The  BUF 
Cycling  Club  with  Deputy 
Branch  Officer  A  F  Chapman  as 
secretary  and  a  Blackshirt 
Boating  and  Rowing  Gub 
formed  by  D.A.O.  Nelson. 


BETWEEN  THE  BOLTS 
MOSLEY  AND  FRANCIS 
HAW  KINS  IN  NLVNCHESTER 
EAMOl  S  MEMBERS 
The  headquarter  staff  contained 
many  famous  names  from  the 
sporting  world.  Sub  Branch 
Officer.  Tom  Naylor  from  the 
Research  Department  and  Miss 
Edith  Thatcher  of  the  Women's 
Section  were  both  famous 
'hikers’.  Edith  held  the  record  for 
walking  50  miles  in  one  day. 
While  Tom  had  walked  from 
Land's  End  to  John  O'Groats. 
They  would  later  marry  in 
February.  1934  this  being  only 
the  second  uniformed  Fascist 
wedding  in  the  Movement, 
from  the  motoring  world  the 
London  Transport  Section 
contained  many  lamous  names. 
These  included  Section  Leader. 
Vernon  Pickering  who  held  the 


worlds  endurance  record  tor  the 
motor  cycle  with  48  hours 
continuous  driving.  He  was  also 
the  permanent  bidder  of  the 
Spikins  Trophv  which  he  vvon  in 
1925.  1 926  and  1927.  This  trophy 
wus  the  award  for  solo  riders 
over  some  of  the  most  gruelling 
steeplechase  courses  in  the 
country. 


RINGSIDE  SIR  OSWALD  AND 
DR  A  ALA  MOORE 
Other  members  of  the  Transport 
Section  included  Unit  L.eadcr 
Jack  Rcville  who  captained  the 
Crystal  Palace  Speedway  Team. 
Unit  Leader  Gordon  Norchi  the 
holder  of  many  motor  cycle  and 
sidecar  records,  and  Jack  Hillman 
the  well-known  racing  driver. 

The  Ealing  Branch  was  fortunate 
in  having  as  a  member  Denis 
Vino,  lie  was  one  of  the  few 
Europeans  to  have  achieved  a 
brown  belt  in  judo.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Budokwai  Club, 
the  best  known  judo  club  in  the 
country,  and  was  also  a  member 
of  the  England  International  Judo 
Team. 

•BLACKSHIRT' 

LIKESAVEKS 

A  surprising  addition  to  the 
Movement  was  the  formation  of 
the  Lifesaving  Detachment  at 
Dumfries.  Under  the  command  of 
Deputy  Branch  Officer.  John 
Hone  with  headquarters  at  17, 
Queen  Street.  Dumfries  this  team 
of  twelve  highly  trained 
swimmers  and  first  aiders 
patrolled  the  50  mile  stretch  of 
the  beaches  at  Sartdyhill  and 
Southemess  in  Galloway. 

In  March.  1934  two 
’Blackshirts'.  Edwards  and  Ford 
rescued  a  drowning  boy  from 
rough  seas  at  Bristol.  These  two 
members  had  crawled  down  the 
Bristol  Sea  Wall,  at  considerable 
risk  to  themselves,  and  dragged 
the  boy  to  safety. 

Another  West  Country  member 
who  deserves  special  recognition 
was  Edward  Cross  of  the  Bristol 
Central  Branch.  He  drowned 
white  saving  the  life  of  Graham 
Brook,  a  nine  year  old  boy.  who 
had  fallen  into  the  river  from  u 
wall  at  Wapping  Wharf  Bristol 
in  August.  1935.  Cross  would 
later  be  recognised  lor  this  heroic 
act  when  his  parents  were 


SIR  OSW  ALD  AND  THE  BRITISH  IlINONG  TEAM  AT  THE 
WORLD  FENCING  CHAMPIONSHIPS  IN  PARIS.  |ULY  193' 


National  Headquarters  allocated 
Thursday  evening  for  fencing 
classes  which  proved  to  he  u 
great  success.  Special  exhibition 
matches  were  organised 


ON  GUARD  *  MOSLEY  |\ 
O  JNTKST 


months  he  had  won  the  Public 
Schools  Fencing  Championship 
with  both  foil  nnd  sabre.  In  so 
doing  he  became  the  youngest 
competitor  to  win  either  event 
and  the  first  to  win  both  in  one 
day.  Some  years  later  when  he 
took  up  the  sport  again,  purely 
for  exercise,  he  became  runner- 
up  for  two  successive  years  in  the 

British  Epee  Championships 
( 1932-1933).  He  was  also  a  team 
member  representing  Britain  at 
the  World  Fencing 

Championships  held  in  Paris  in 
July  1937. 


Ist  BOXING  MATCH  IN  THE  GROUNDS  OF  THE  Bl-VCK 


HOUSE 

I 

awarded  a  grant  and  memorial 
certificate  from  the  Carnegie 
Hero  Fund. 

FENCING  CLASSES 
Finally,  no  study  of  British  Union 
sports  would  be  complete  without 
the  inclusion  of  its  fencing 
classes  and  displays.  In  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  the  'Blackshirts’ 
had  one  of  Great  Britain's  most 
respected  fencing  competitors 
and  naturally  the  Movement  was 
drawn  to  this  specialist  event. 


throughout  the  country,  with  the 
Leader  often  the  main  attraction. 
The  I  lull  Branch  w  hich  opened  in 
April  1934  at  George  Street 
included  a  contest  between  the 
Deputy  Branch  Officer  Robert 
Piper  and  OM.  While  a 
"Midnight  Fencing  Display’  by 
the  Leader  was  arranged  at  The 
Prince’s  Galleries  that  October. 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  discovered 
his  talent  for  fencing  early  and  by 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  and  four 
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F.O.M  is  very  fortunate  in  the  number  of  manuscripts  generated  by 
B.U.F.  members,  who  in  later  years  have  written  about  their  role  in 
those  momentous  times.  Add  to  this  a  rail  of  PhD  students  who  have 
picked  a  strand  of  interest  to  undertake  a  detailed  story  of  some 
event,  person  or  location.  Often  with  the  help  of  the  F.O.M.  resource 
base.  Apart  from  this,  professional  auth«>rs  arc  publishing  hardback 
studies  covering  a  wide  range  of  interests. 

Recently,  a  donated  box  of  miscellaneous  papers  revealed  a  small 
exercise  book  containing  what  was  to  be  a  history  of  the  B.U.F. 

Titled,  An  Epoch  of  British  I  nion  Struggle  As  well  as  a  forward  it 
contains  just  one  chapter  covering  the  year  1933.  Its  distinctive  sty  le 
made  it  a  'from  the  heart'  first  person  narrative  that  outstandingly 
captured  its  time.  It  was  written  in  1940  and  without  doubt  the  author 
had  other  manors  on  his  mind  and  got  no  further  with  his  project. 

Even  a  year  of  text  is  worth  recording  for  posterity,  so  we  publish 
with  pride  this  anonvmous  author's  historv  entitled: 

AN  EPOCH  OF  BRITISH 
UNION  STRUGGLE 

Anon 

Preface 

The  object  of  this  book  is  not  to  even  attempt  a  detailed  record  of 
British  Union’s  achievements  in  the  first  seven  years  of  its  rapid 
rise  as  a  national  movement,  but  rather  to  try  and  illustrate  the 
spirit  that  its  leadership  instils  in  the  men  and  women  who 
fearlessly  work  for  its  rise  to  power  in  Britain. 

If  I  am  successful  in  this  aim.  them  I  am  coatent  in  knowing  that 
perhaps  it  will  reflect  the  thoughts  of  mv  compatriots. 


IN  nil-  SPRING  CM  1933  A  GROUP  OF  UNIFORMED 
BLACKSHIRTS  MARCH  THROUGH  LONDON’S  WEST  END 
FOR  fHE  FIRST  TIME _ 


VF.AR  ONF. 

The  year  of  1933  was  one  of 
many  great  political 
achievements  for  those  who  hud 
retuned  into  the  new  strata  of 
politics.  In  Britain  especially, 
things  had  begun  to  hum  in 
political  circles.  Mosley  had 
started  a  new  movement.  Later 
on  in  the  year  it  was  not  only 
political  circles  that  talked  of  his 
amazing  audacity  in  entering 
alone  into  the  political 
wilderness,  but  the  people  of 
Britain  as  a  whole.  The  black- 
shirted  speaker  on  his  rostrum  in 
our  parks  and  commons,  and  at 
the  street  comer,  surrounded  by  a 
small  circle  of  equally 
Blackshirtcd  stewards  was  now 
becoming  a  familiar  sight.  The 
blackshirtcd  paper  seller  on  all 
the  main  thoroughfares  of  our 
London  and  provincial  streets 
selling  his  copies  of  "Blackshirt" 
was  just  as  familiar  a  sight. 


Branches  of  the  organisation 
were  springing  up  in  the  night, 
new  recruits  were  enrolling  by 
the  thousand,  the  daily  papers 
were  full  of  this  so  un-English 
spurt  in  politics.  The  politicians 
blinked  and  rubbed  their  eyes, 
then  looked  again  to  make  certain 
they  were  still  not  dreaming.  And 
meanwhile  Fascism  in  Britain  got 
on  with  the  job.  Labourers, 
salesmen.  shop  assistants, 
professional  men  and  women 
from  every  walk  of  life  were 
enrolling,  donning  the  blackshirt, 
and  doing  the  routine  jobs  of 
blackshirt  organisation.  Sweeping 
the  floors,  running  canteens. 


selling  papers,  speaking  at 
meetings,  helping  to  steward 
those  meeting,  working  night  and 
day  in  many  instances  in  order  to 
utilise  the  great  flood  of  recruits 
for  training  in  such  jobs  as  had 
taken  the  old  parties  years  to  do. 


In  the  first  tew  months,  the 
modem  movement  attracted  to  its 
ranks  men  and  women  who  had 
never  been  members  of  any 
political  organisation.  They  were 
people  who  had  for  years 
watched  the  old  parties  muddling 
along  from  a  safe  distance,  they 
had  sickened  at  the  thought  of 
Britain  being  dragged  down  into 
the  mud  by  a  gang  of  old  white- 
haired  gamblers,  who  argued  and 
engaged  in  mock  battles  -  at  the 
peoples  expense  -  over  small 
issues  while  the  big  issues  were 
left  unchallenged. 

Now  they  saw  the  alternative,  a 
new  movement  with  young  red 
blood  at  the  head.  In  its  ranks 
men.  who  had  also  become  tired 


of  false  promises,  but  who  on  the 
other  hand,  were  still  proud  to 
wear  their  medal  ribbons.  Mosley 
who  had  fought  with  them  on  the 
battlefield,  and  who  after  coming 
bock  was  as  disillusioned  as  they. 
This  state  of  affairs  for  the  new 
movement  was  however 
unsatisfactory  to  the  old  gang 
panics  who  began  to  fade  into  the 
background.  Mr  Baldwin  found  it 
necessary  to  issue  a  special 
leaflet  to  his  followers  in  the 
Conservative  Party,  urging  them 
to  think  twice  before  running  olT 
to  join  the  Blackshirts.  All  to  no 
avail  however,  still  they  came. 
Not  only  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
Conservative  Party  but  also  some 
of  their  most  promising 
prospective  candidates  for 
Parliament.  One  found  many  cx- 
Conscrvativc  M.Ps  who  with  the 
benefit  of  their  experiences  in 
political  life,  undertook  to 
organise  and  instruct  the  young 
movement  in  how  to  avoid  the  pit 
falls  of  over/ealous  democratic 
talk  and  muddle. 


Then  the  Tories  produced  their 
first  weapon,  to  slay  if  they 
could,  the  new  and  virile 
movement  From  all  sections  of 
the  Tory  press  there  started  to 
appear  an  attack  of  ridicule  and 
hysterical  laughter  at  people  who 
wore  Blackshirts.  This  had  little 
effect  and  gradually  turned  from 
ridicule  to  abuse  coupled  with 
mendacious  lies  that  recked  of 
Tory  hypocrisy  and  class 
prejudice. 

At  this  point  we  first  began  to 
hear  of  Labour  —  which  up  till 
then  had  regarded  us  with 
suspicion  and  violent  looks,  from 
this  was  derived  open  hostility 
and  violent  opposition.  All  over 
the  country  Blackshirt  speukers 
were  assailed  with  abuse  and 
organised  attacks.  Hand  in  hand 
with  Labour  worked  the 
Communist  Party,  who.  sent  their 
hired  ruffians  from  the  ghetto  and 
race  course  gangs  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  to  smash  British 
Union  meetings.  Unprovoked 
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attacks  on  speakers  and 
Blackshirt  sellers  were  made 
everywhere  with  the  full 
connivance  of  the  labour  and 
Conservative  Parties  alike. 

In  every  case  the  political  biased 
press,  with  few  exceptions,  put 
the  blame  down  to  political 
uniforms  which  in  their  opinion, 
crooked  and  warped  as  it  may 
seem,  provoked  the  peaceful 
opposition  into  fits  of  wrath  at 
these  foreign-looking  young 
Englishmen. 

There  was,  as  will  be  shown,  a 
remedy  to  this  wave  of  red 
thuggery  and  that  was  in  the  swift 
organisation  of  defence  forces  in 
all  the  movements  branches. 
These  men  and  women  were 
trained  in  the  art  of  defending 
themselves  by  boxing,  fencing  ju¬ 
jitsu  and  all  the  other  well-known 
methods.  All  over  the  country 
there  appeared  these  organised 
units  lor  defence.  Soon  the 
opposition  began  to  be  repaid  in 
their  own  coin,  violent  opposition 
at  meetings  which  prevented  the 
speaker  from  being  heard,  was 
dealt  within  the  good  old  English 
way  -  a  hard  fist  Even  then  the 
fight  was  unequal,  fists  were  then 
up  against  weapons.  The  British 
Union  Museum  today  can  still 
show  a  variety  of  weapons  that 
have  been  taken  from  agitators  at 
Blackshirt  meetings.  They 
include  broken  bottles,  razor 
blades,  old  socks  filled  with 
ground  glass  or  sand,  lead  and 
rubber  piping,  loaded  sticks  and 
pen  knives  which  when  hurled 
open  through  the  air  urc 
extremely  unpleasant.  Hundreds 
of  these  cases  have  been  proved 
in  the  courts  up  and  down  the 
country  hundreds  more  unproved. 
Their  records  with  lull  details, 
never  the  less,  arc  still  kept  filed 
away.  One  day  justice  will  be 
meted  out  in  frill  for  those  of  our 
comrades  who  have  wounds  still 
to  show. 


1933  was  a  year  of  great  struggle 
and  hardship  for  the  new 
movement.  It  was.  however,  a 
year  of  great  destiny  and 
endeavour  for  those  men  and 
women  pioneers  of  a  new  faith.  It 
is  to  be  noted  that  where  many 
others  invariably  have  fallen  by 
the  roadside  in  later  years,  those 
of  our  comrades  in  1933  still 
remain  with  us  as  rigorous  and  as 
determined  as  ever  to  see  this 
great  epoch  of  British  Union 
through.  Ihe  steel  creed  of  an 
iron  age  had  moulded  in  the 
hearts  of  those  early  pioneers,  a 
spirit  of  sacrifice  as  enduring  os 
the  ages  ami  as  steadfast  as  the 
rock  of  Gibraltar. 
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“We  were  divided  and  we  were  conquered.  That  is  the  tragic 
epitaph  or  two  war  generations.  That  was  the  Tate  of  my 
generation  in  1914,  and  that  was  the  doom  of  a  new  generation  of 
young  soldiers  in  1939.  The  youth  of  Europe  shed  the  blood  of 
their  soos.  and  the  jackals  of  the  world  grew  fat"  ‘The  Gale  of  the 
World'  by  Henry  W  illiamson. 

THE  PAY  THE  BLOODSHED 

STOPPED  Bv  Robert  Best 


After  the  recent  yvilctide 
festivities,  and  the  increasing 
likclihtxvd  that  British  troops  will 
huve  to  risk  their  lives  in  a 
bloody  conflict  against  an  Arab 
enemy,  which  is  no  threat  to 
Britain  or  Europe,  it  is  good  to 
remember  the  extraordinary 
events  on  the  first  Christmas  Day 
of  World  War  One.  British  and 
German  troops  put  down  their 
weapons  and  celebrated  in  peace 
together,  in  the  no-man's  land 
between  the  mud  and  blood-filled 
trenches  of  the  Somme. 

The  day  is  described  as  “the  most 
famous  truce  in  military  history" 
by  British  researcher.  Malcolm 
Brown  and  Shirley  Seaton  in 
their  1994  book.  “Christmas 
Truce".  The  book  quotes  a 
moving  letter  by  Private  Oswald 
Tilley  of  the  London  Rifle 
Brigade  to  his  mother  and  father. 
“Just  you  think  that  while  you 
were  eating  your  turkey.  I  was 
out  talking  and  shaking  hands 
with  the  very  men  H  had  been 
trying  to  kill  a  few  hours  before! 

It  was  astounding!" 

From  the  German  side  another 
letter  is  reproduced,  penned  by 
Lieutenant  Johannes  Niemann  of 
the  133rd  Saxon  Regiment, 
“Suddenly  a  Tommy  came  with  a 
football,  kicking  already  and 
making  fun.  and  then  began  a 
football  match.  We  marked  the 
goals  with  our  caps.  Teams  were 
quickly  established  for  a  match 
on  the  frozen  mud.  and  the 
Fril/trs  beat  the  Tommies  3-2." 

In  some  places  the  festivities 
commenced  when  the  British 
began  lighting  bonfires  and 
setting  o(T  fireworks.  Elsewhere, 
the  (iermans  took  the  initiative 
and  lit  candles  on  Christmas 
trees,  witnessed  by  British 
sentries  a  few  hundred  yards 
away.  The  troops  in  khaki  and 
grey  exchanged  gifts  of 
chocolate,  liquor,  jam.  sausages 
and  tobacco,  song  cards  in  their 
native  tongues,  exchanged  names 
and  addresses  and  played 
impromptu  games  of  football 
amidst  the  burbed  wire  and  shell 
holes.  They  even  visited  each 
others  trenches. 

Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle,  the 
famous  author  and  creator  of 
Sherlock  Holmes  described  the 
Christmas  Truce  as.  “  ...  one 
human  episode  amid  all  the 
atrocities.” 


Oil,  W  IIAT  A  LOVELY  W  AR 

It  was  inevitable  that  the 
warmongers  amongst  the 
politicians  and  generals  would 
become  alarmed  at  the  increasing 
•fraternization'  between  British. 
French  and  German  troops  which 
had  grown  even  before 
Christmas,  os  the  war  dragged  to 
a  Irnll  along  a  400  mile  front. 
General  Sir  Horace  Smilh- 
Dorrien.  officer  commanding  the 
British  Second  Corps,  wrote  in 
his  diary  on  December  Isr  1914: 
“Weird  stories  come  in  from  the 
trenches  about  fraternizing  with 
the  Germans  ...  I  therefore  intend 
to  issue  instructions  to  my  corps 
not  to  fraternize  in  any  way 
whatever  with  the  enemy  ...  lest 
officers  and  men  sink  into  a 
military  lethargy  from  which  it  is 
difficult  to  arouse  them  when  the 
moment  for  great  sacrifices  again 
arises ..." 

On  December  29*  1914  the 
German  High  Command  forbade 
fraternization  as  high  treason. 
The  miracle  of  European 
Brotherhood  and  Union  amidst 
bloodshed  was  crushed  by  a 
corrupt  'Establishment',  and  the 
suicidal  European  Civil  War  of 
attrition  began  again  with  a  tragic 
vengeance  in  January  1915, 
leading  to  the  slaughter  of  10 
million  men,  women  and  children 
throughout  Europe. 

However,  the  need  for  Peace  and 
Union  had  already  been  planted 
in  the  minds  of  many.  All  along 
the  front  line  on  Christmas  Day. 
1914.  British  and  German 
soldiers  (bund  their  so-called 
•enemies'  were  much  like 
thousands  and  began  to  ask  the 
question  ‘Why  should  we  kill 
each  other?' 


IIKNRY  WILLIAMSON 

CAUGiri'  IN  REFLECTIVE 
MOOD  A  T  A  BRITISH  UNION 
RAIJ.Y  CALLING  FOR  PEACE 


One  such  man  was  Henry 
Williamson,  who  would  forever 
remember  the  Christmas  truce, 
wlten  a  gallant  German  officer 
helped  him  to  rescue  a  wounded 
British  soldier  caught  in  barbed 
wire  on  the  front  line. 
Williamson  was  later  seriously 
wounded  at  Passchcndalc  and 
ended  the  war  as  a  Captain  w  ith  a 
Military  Cross.  Tar  from  falling 
for  the  serious  anti-German  hate 
propaganda  of  the  gutter  press, 
many  men  like  Williamson 
returned  home,  determined  to 
build  a  'Land  Fit  For  Heroes'  and 
opposed  to  any  more  disastrous 
wars  between  'brother 
Europeans’. 

As  the  war  clouds  re-gathered  for 
a  second  round  of  bloodletting  in 
Europe,  Henry  Willinmson,  the 
famous  author  of  ‘Tarka  the 
Otter'  joined  Sir  Oswald 


A  UNIFORMED  MOSLEY  IN 
1916  WHO  WAS 

DETERMINED  TO  STOP  A 
SECOND  ROUND  OF 
BLOOD-LETTING 

Mosley’s  British  Union,  writing 
pro-peace  articles  for  the 
movements  newspaper.  'Action'. 
The  writer  was  not  the  first  to 
point  out  that  the  only  result  of 
another  war  would  be.  the 
destruction  of  the  British  Empire 
and  the  enslavement  of  much  of 
Europe  by  Asiatic  Communism. 
Furthermore.  the  'double- 
standards'  in  failing  to  declare 
war  also,  against  the  Soviet 
Union  which  had  also  invaded 
Poland,  from  the  east  in  1939! 
Williamson  also  persuaded  his 
close  friend.  T.E.  Lawrence  of 
"Lawrence  of  Arabia’  renown,  to 
join  with  Mosley  in  a  great 
campaign  tor  peace,  when  the 
hero  was  killed  in  a  suspicious 
motorcycle  accident. 

THE  KILLING  FIELDS 
AGAIN 

In  1940.  Williamson  visited 
Mretley  and  profxwed  that  he  fly 
a  private  plane  on  a  peace 
mission  to  Germany  requesting 


an  audience  with  Hitler. 

“...  as  a  common  soldier  who 
had  fraternised,  on  the  faraway 
Christinas  Day  of  1914.  with  the 
men  of  his  Linz  battalion  under 
Messincs  Hill,  might  I  not  be  able 
to  give  him  the  amity  he  so 
desired  from  England,  a  country 
he  admired?- 

The  leader  realised,  however,  that 
tragically  it  was  far  too  late. 
Churchill  had  rejected  every 
peace  offer  from  Germany  out  of 
hand,  even  when  such  offers 
meant  retaining  the  British 
Empire  intact,  in  return  fur 
Britain's  non-intervention  against 
Germany  hegemony  in 
continental  Europe.  In  1940.  over 
one  thousand  British  citizens 
were  imprisoned  without  charge 
or  trial  for  opposition  to  the  war. 
including  Mosley.  Williamson 
and  800  members  of  British 
Union. 

After  the  second  'Brothers  War' 
of  1939-1945,  Flcnry  Williamson 
became  an  enthusiastic  early 
member  of  Mosley's  'Union 
Movement',  which  advanced  the 
radical  path  of 'Europe  a  Nation*, 
whereby  the  old  obsolete  hatreds 
and  nationalisms  of  kindred 
Europeans  could  be  reconciled 
within  the  Union  of  Europe,  lie 
became  a  regular  contributor  to 
the  UM's  literary  and  intellectual 
review  'The  European'. 

Like  Mosley.  Williamson  slated 
that  Union  Movement  went  far 
beyond  the  old  Fascism  which 
had  failed,  because  it  was  too 
national  and  financial  democracy 
with  its  weakness  of  corruption 
and  decay.  In  'The  Gale  of  the 
World',  part  of  Williamson's 
'Chronicle  of  Ancient  Sunlight' 
scries  written  between  1951  and 
1969,  it  ends  with  a  stirring  call 
for  vve  Europeans  to  heal  old 
wounds  and  obsolete 
antagonisms  and  to  march 
forward  in  a  great  'European 
spirit*  of  the  future  to  build  a  new 
civilisation  of  progress  and 
endeavour,  to  surpass  the  great 
achievements  and  splendour  of 
the  British  Empire.  Classic 
Greece  and  Imperial  Rome. 

The  Christmas  Truce  of  1914  is 
surely  an  inspiration  to  those 
patriots  who  believe  in  European 
Unity,  an  inevitable  ideal  whose 
lime  has  come. 

Union  Means  Peace 
Union  Means  Strength. 

Union  Means: 

‘Europe  A  Nation’ 

Christmas  Truer  bv  M.  Brown 
and  S.  Seaton,  published  by  Pan 
Macmillan.  PB  1999 £7 99 
ISBN:  033039065 1. 
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Thanks  to  John  Christian 's  encouragement.  Robert  Richards  was  persuaded  to  write  about  his 
eventful  time  as  a  member  of  the  Sewcustle  Branch  of  British  Union.  The  articles  have  been 
appreciated  by  our  readers. 

Wf  reach  the  penultimate  episode  of  D-Day  paratrooper  Robert  Richards’  memoirs.  After  the 
act  banning  the  wearing  of  political  uniforms  came  into  force  on  January  lu  1937.  A  vibrant 
branch  finds  new  ways  of  spreading  the  message.  A  visit  is  made  to  the  Sclsey  summer  camp 
and  with  Jack  Lynne  moving  away  from  'Geordieland'  Richards  is  appointed  District  Leader. 


HOW  THE  BUF  CAME  TO  GEORDIELAND 


On  the  1“  January  1937.  the 
Public  Order  Act  became  law  in 
Britain.  Several  HQ  meetings  of 
‘Geordie’  members  during 
January  saw  a  number  of  young 
members  appearing  in  Blackshirt 
uniform:  a  gesture  of  defiance 
indicative  of  a  strong  sense  of  the 
injustice  of  this  politically  biased 
Act.  After  two  or  three  meetings 
at  which  a  range  of  reactionary 
views  were  expressed,  ideas  aired 
and  talked  through,  the  reality  of 
the  situation  was  acknowledged. 
The  Blackshirt  uniform  was 
‘moth-balled';  the  Blackshirt 
spirit  was  unqucnchcd!  The 
campaign  ‘against  vested  power 
and  red  front’  would  continue 
unabated,  in  mufti. 

Ilic  foremost  issue  was:  ‘to  get 
the  Mosley  Message  for  a  Greater 
Britain  to  our  people'.  Above 
everything  else  that  mattered 
most  of  all.  as  Mosley  said  “It 
suits  our  financial  masters  well 
that  all  parties  should  combine 
to  tell  the  people  that 
Parliament  is  the  sole  effective 
guardian  of  liberty.  and 
naturally,  the  national  press, 
which  the  money  power  so 
largely  controls,  is  in  unison  to 
echo  the  same  refrain.  It  is  also 
not  surprising  to  find  that 
anyone  who  dares  to  suggest 
that  the  liberty  of  the  people 
alone  can  be  preserved,  and 
their  will  alone  can  be  carried 
out.  by  the  entrusting  of  the 
Government,  which  they  have 
elected,  with  power  in  the  name 
of  the  people  to  act.  should  be 
unanimously  denounced  by  the 
old  parties  and  the  financial 
Press  as  a  tyrant  who  desires  to 
overthrow  British  liberty”. 
Baldwin's  Nationalist 

Government  boastfully 

announced  in  January  that  its 
planned  target  to  increase  the 
RAF  strength  had  been  achieved 
three  months  ahead  of  time  and 
that  80  of  the  90  new  air  bases  in 
Britain  were  ready. 

In  February.  Baldwin's  ‘Nat' 
Government  announced  plans  for 
a  ‘massive  expenditure'  on 
expanding  the  Royal  Navy 
claiming  that  by  the  end  of  1937. 
"every  British  shipyard  would  be 
working  at  full  capacity'. 
(Tyneside  was  one  of  the  three 
major  shipbuilding  regions  in 
Britain  t. 


The  1  .ah mr  Opposition  together 
with  their  pacifist  allies 
campaigned  vociferously  against 
this  policy  with  a  vigour  matched 
only  by  their  ranting  at  the 
Government's  failure  to  do 
anything  to  stop  National 
Socialist  Germany's  renaissance. 
Baldwin’s  ‘Nat*  Government 
revealed  plans  to  spend  £2m  on  a 
nation-wide  fitness  campaign  to 
provide:  playing  fields: 

swimming  pools;  community 
centre  gymnasiums:  and  a  college 
of  physical  training. 

DPI  BI.F  STANDARDS 
Before  February  had  ended,  the 
media  added  to  their  endless 
distorted  reporting  on  the  Spanish 
civil  war.  an  acknowledgement 
that  it  was  a  conflict  between 
Communist  and  Fascist 
ideologies.  and  that 
approximately  60.000  volunteers 
had  enlisted  on  each  side. 
Prominence  was  given  to  the 
involvement  of  the  ‘Clement 
Attlee  Battalion’,  part  of  the 
International  Brigade  fighting 
alongside  the  Spanish 
Communists. 

(Clement  Attlee  was  Leader  of 
the  Labour  Opposition  at  this 
time,  later  he  became  deputy 
Prime  Minister  in  Churchill's 
War  Cabinet.  Prime  Minister  in 
the  Labour  landslide  election 
victory  of  1945  and  later 
accepted  an  earldom). 

It  almost  passed  without 
comment  that  in  March.  Prime 
minister  Baldwin's  salary  was 
increased.  The  following  month 
income  tax  was  also  increased. 
Getting  very  much  more  attention 
however,  were  some  of  the 
results  in  the  LCC  municipal 
elections.  Results  which  had 
confounded  the  so-called  political 
pundits  and  provoked  a  furore  of 
wild  speculative  comment!  The 
first  British  Union  candidates  had 
presented  themselves  for  election 
in  london's  F-ast  End!  The  real 
people  of  the  ‘East  End'  had 
registered  their  democratic 
answer  to  the  'undemocratic' 
Public  Order  Act.  which  the 
media  had  been  trumpeting  fur 
and  wide  only  10  weeks  earlier 
would  sound  the  death  knell  for 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  and  the  Bl IF! 
Fi>r  a  brief  moment  in  January 
and  March  the  ‘Wall  of  Silence' 
had  been  breached.  It  was  against 


this  background  of  events  that  the 
BU  ‘Gcordics'  continued  the 
‘political  battle’  in  ‘Geordieland’ 
as  the  cold  northern  winter  gave 
way  to  Spring. 

The  Harrier  Group  (z  and  x 
sections)  decided  that  their 
regular  exercise  and  puhlieitv 
runs  through  the  City  streets  were 
unlikely  to  be  impeded  by  the 
enforcement  of  the  P.O.A. 
However,  there  were  some  minor 
modifications  to  the  previous 
practice:  the  ‘x’  section  dropped 
the  ‘scout  pace'  technique:  the 
alternating  ‘200yds  brisk 
walking'  might  be  interpreted  as: 
‘political  marching':  in  future 
these  potential  'z'  section  recruits 
and  others  would  continue  their 
outings  at  a  jog  trot  and  include 
at  least  one  practice  in  forming 
the  ‘3  column-in-step  formation' 
(no  chanting).  This  manoeuvre 
was  explained  before  each 
outing. 

The  black  vest,  shorts  and 
plimsolls  ceased  to  be  the 
preferred  apparel.  As  many  of  the 
‘Group’  were  also  members  of 
sports  clubs  they  were 
encouraged  to  wear  their  club 
vest.  (After  a  short  while  the 
majority  of  both  sections 
appeared  to  have  become 
supporters  of  Newcastle  United 
FC.  as  more  and  more  turned  out 
wearing  'black  and  white'). 

‘z*  section  increased  the  ' chant- 
manoeuvre'  as  their  ability  in 
coming  quickly  into  'formation' 
and  then  rapidly  reverting  to 
informal  ‘pack'  running  became 
efficient  and  effective.  Clearly 
this  particular  activity  had  a 
special  appeal  to  muny  of  the 
young  Blackshirts  (in  mufti). 
Within  the  ‘z’  section  were  a 
number  of  members  ever  eager 
for  more  demonstrative  and 
innovative  activities,  personnel 
who  were  always  ready  'to-do'! 
The  same  members  who  had 
continued  to  wear  uniform  in 
Branch  HQ.  and  were  strongest 
in  expressing  themselves  during 
the  January  and  February 
discussions  relating  to  the  POA. 
members  who  were  fervent 
patriots  and  unbending  anti¬ 
communist. 

EXTRA  MURAL  ACTIVm 

During  the  early  Summer, 
complaints  were  received  from 
the  local  Billboard  Advertising 


SIR  OSWALD  MOSLEY 
RK1.VXES  AT  DIE  SFJ.SEY 
BLACKSHIRT  SUMMER  CAMP 

Agency  about  the  appearance 
overnight  of  unauthorised  posting 
of  ‘Action'  placards  on  a  number 
of  rented  sites.  This  complaint 
coincided  with  the  visit  of  a  plain 
clothes  police  officer,  enquiring 
about  the  appearance  of  graphic 
slogans  with  a  BUF  connotation 
painted  alongside  busy  suburban 
traffic  routes. 

Assurances  were  given  that 
neither  of  these  activities  were 
authorised  by  the  Newcastle  BUF 
Branch  Organisation.  Steps 
•  would  be  taken  forthwith  to 
ensure  that  members  were  made 
aware  that  complaints  had  been 
lodged,  further  that  it  had  been 
pointed  out  to  the  Branch  officers 
that  perpetrators  of  the  illegal 
activities,  if  caught,  risked  being 
taken  before  a  Court. 

It  is  remembered  that  at  about 
this  time  unguarded  remarks 
referring  to  the  ‘FBN  team'  or 
the  C&F  squad,  would  be 
overheard,  when  queried  the 
result  would  be  an  uneasy 
embarrassed  silence,  and  the 
subject  changed.  Some  years  later 
it  came  to  light  that  ‘FBN’  stood 
I  tar.  ‘Fly-by-night’  and  ‘C&F 
was:  ‘Circle  and  Flash'!  Two 
covert  operations  units  working 
unofficially  and  independently  of 
each  other. 

The  effect  of  the  nation  wide 
reaction  of  the  print  and  radio 
media'  to  the  vote  (an  average  of 
19%  in  3  constituencies)  for  the 
British  I  Jnion  candidates  in  the 
I  Cl'  election  vvqs  reflected  in 
increased  street  sales  of  ‘Action* 
and  the  exceptional  number  of 
question  being  asked  about  Bl  IF 
‘policies’  by  the  'Geordie  folk. 
YesL  the  ‘silence  had  been 
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broken!"  if  only  lor  a  short  time: 
more  public  interest  raised  and  an 
inquiring  curiosity  created  on  the 
City  streets  of  Newcastle.  Those 
weeks  following  the  'Ballot  Box 
Tremor"  (epicentre:  London's 
East  End!)  were  exciting  when 
engaged  in  getting  the  'Mosley 
Message"  to  our  people.  A 
changing  political  mood  was 
noticeable:  a  weakening 

confidence  in  Baldwin's 

Nationalist  Government. 

Mosley’s  speech  on  the  1 5th  May, 
was  taken  as  a  signal  to  further 
intensify  all  local  outdoor 
activities  quolc:- 

"The  decline  of  an  obsolete 
system  is  reflected  not  only  in 
parliamentary  leadership  but 
in  the  whole  conduct  of 
government  and  of 

parliamentary  debate. 

The  Cabinet  has  become  a 
‘speakeasy’  from  which 
collective  responsibility, 

discipline  and  team-work,  has 
departed.  Every  little  tadpole 
struggling  for  personal  position 
airs  bis  own  opinion  at  the 
expense  of  his  country,  his 
colleagues,  his  leader  and  his 
party  ...  The  tedium  of 
proceedings  is  relieved,  alone, 
by  zoological  noises  from  the 
socialist  benches  to  howl  down 
anyone  who  ventures  at  all 
vigorously  to  criticise  their 
policy. 

Whatever  reality  parliament 
ever  possessed  has  departed, 
controversy  is  left  to  the  daily 
newspapers,  while  government 
as  ever  is  left  to  the  City  of 
London." 

ALL  CHANGE 

There  was  a  growing  anticipation 
of  an  imminent  parliamentary 
administration  upheaval.  When  it 
happened.  its  speed  was 
surprising!!  less  than  2  weeks 
after  OM‘s  speech!)  even  more 
surprising  was  the  event:  the 
Prime  Minister  -  phlegmatic 
‘honest’  Stan  Baldwin  infirmed 
the  ‘House",  on  27°‘  May.  of  his 
retirement!? 

Both  sides  of  the  ’House"  were 
virtually  unanimous  in  eulogising 
the  record  of  alleged  achievement 
of  this  man  who  had  been  in  the 
forefront  of  the  General  Strike 
1926:  the  Abdication.  1936:  and 
the  Coronation.  1937.  A  worthy 
recipient,  the  'House"  agreed,  of 
the  Earldom  bestowed. 

The  new  Prime  Minister.  Neville 
Chamberlain,  moved  from  No.  1 1 
to  No.  10.  Downing  Street,  with 
little  comment,  flic  media  did 
not  even  speculate  on  the 
possibility  of  the  new  Prime 
Minister  seeking  approval  and/or 
a  fresh  mandate  from  the  people 
through  the  ballot  box.  The 
policy  of  the  government  was  to 
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continue  but  with  greater  speed: 
with  more  borrowed  money;  with 
more  guarantees  to  interfere  in 
other  countries  business:  and  a 
rapidly  rising  national  debt  owing 
to  International  Finance. 

EXPEDITION 

The  British  Union  Summer  Rally 
and  Camp  held  at  Selscy  Bill. 
West  Sussex,  was  an  event  being 
discussed  by  most  of  the  young 
members.  Many  wanted  to  attend 
but  the  distance  of  approximately 
330  miles  in  those  days  was 
almost  comparable  to 
considering.  nowadays.  an 
overland  journey.  (avoiding 
motorways  and  autobahns),  to 
Bulgaria! 

Nevertheless,  starting  at  dawn  a 
party  of  6  "Geordie"  Blackshirts 
made  the  journey.  Three 
motorcycles  and  on  m/c  &  side 
car  were  the  transport.  The  chief 
navigator  was  familiar  with  50% 
of  the  route,  and  was  aided  by  a 
road-map  borrowed  from  the 


"Crusade'  in  the  company  of  such 
a  great  'Leader'. 

Our  expedition  from 
"Gcordicland"  along  miles  of 
England's  ever  winding  country 
roads,  through  towns  and  villages 
(no  by-passes,  no  dual  highways 
in  those  days!)  was  in  the 
circumstances  no  less  a  privilege. 
Back  on  Tyneside  as  the  Summer 
of  "37.  drew  to  a  dose  the  naval 
shipyards  and  armament  tactorics 
were  beginning  to  show  signs  of 
an  active  revival.  Much  local 
publicity  was  been  given  to  the 
conversion  of  a  local  Coastal 
Defence  Regiment  to  an  Anti- 
Aircraft  Regiment  (TA). 
Headline  coverage  was  allocated 
to  a  highly  organised  recruitment 
campaign  being  mounted  in 
Newcastle  to  double  the  size  of 
the  Regiment. 

BRITAIN  PREPARES 
The  September.  annual 
conference  of  the  TUC  voted  in 
favour  of  re-armament. 


MANY  MODES  OF  TRANSPORT  WERE  USED  TO  REACH  nil 
SELSEY  BI_\CKSH1RT CAMP. TRAINS.  BUSES. CARS  AND  H II 
EVER  POPULAR  MOTOR  BIKE 


local  library!  This  'long-range 
group"  finally  drove  onto  the 
camp-site  only  to  find  they  were 
15  minutes  late  for  OM"s 
presentation  ceremony.  The 
disappointment  was  quickly 
forgotten  as  they  were  rapidly 
absorbed  into  the  infectious 
enthusiasm  and  spirit  of 
comradeship  which  pervaded  the 
("amp.  The  weariness  of  the 
journey  soon  evaporated  (they 
were  fit  Blackshirt  athletes). 
Meeting,  as  they  did,  so  many 
Blackshirt  comrades  from  many 
parts  of  Britain  and  listening  to 
an  exchange  of  experiences  each 
and  everyone  had  had  including, 
not  least  of  all.  long  last 
awakening!  We  felt  privileged  to 
he  part  of  this  tremendous 


In  November,  it  was  revealed  that 
trials  with  a  variety  of  air  raid 
shelters  were  taking  place  in  a 
full-scale  model  of  a  London 
street.  Earlier  the  government 
announced  that  all  Britons  were 
to  be  measured  for  gas  masks. 
The  Labour  Party  w  as  opposed  to 
these  activities. 

Public  uncase  and  concern  as 
these  events  developed  were 
being  carefully  hyped  and 
exploited  by  the  media.  Every 
opportunity  was  taken  to  deepen 
and  exaggerate  rumour  and 
speculation  regarding  the  existing 
unstable  European  political 
situation.  'Action"  street  sales 
rcllcctcd  public  concern  and  sales 
teams  reported  widely  differing 
public  reactions  Trom  week  to 


week.  i.c.  many  new  purchasers 
would  ask:  'Is  there  going  to  be 
war?",  whilst  others  would  be 
accusative  and/or  abusive:  'On 
whose  side  are  you?'.  —  "Read 
Mosley  ",  was  the  standard  reply. 
In  concluding  these  recollections 
of  1937.  mention  must  be  made 
of  the  District  leader,  who  in 
mid-Autumn  moved  from 
'Gcordicland'.  Jack  Lynne  had 
taken  over  from  the  charismatic 
Tommy  Moran  in  the  Autumn. 
1934.  Following  the  meteoric  and 
tumultuous  period  under  the 
leadership  of  TM,  it  amid  be 

said  that  Jack  Lynne's 

Leadership  was:  "innovative  and 
imaginative".  The  highlights 

being:-  1)  General  Election  "35 
campaign:  2)  the  unique  "Harrier 
Group"  publicity  activities;  and 
3)  the  street  Sales-teams"  use  of 
‘intensive  techniques’:  and 
perhaps  the  recruitment  of  a 
number  of  Young 

Conservatives!. 

Coinciding  with  JL"s  departure 
came  also  the  move  of  Branch 
HQ  from  its  City  centre  premises 
in  Clayton  Street,  to  more 
compact  accommodation  in 
Lovain  Crescnt.  A  quiet  location 
w  hilst  still  in  the  inner  city  area  it 
was  out  of  the  public  eye. 

The  highlight  of  the  5* 
Anniversary  was  the  new  District 
Leader's  first  hand  account  and 
experiences  of  the  "expedition"  to 
the  Sclsev  Bill.  "Rally  and 
Camp",  and  personal  meeting  and 
conversation  with  OM.  ‘How  had 
the  journey  been  organised  if  no 
one  had  any  experience  of  the 
route  south  of  York?':  'What  was 
it  OM  said  to  you?'.  I  hese  and 
many  others  were  the  questions 
being  eagerly  put  by  the  young 
members. 

As  the  year  ended  several  of  our 
young  members  were  once  again 
in  uniform!  They  had  enrolled  in 
the  Territorial  Army!  Their 
banned  Blackshirt  uniform  of 
British  Union  was  replaced  by 
that  of  His  Majesty  's  part  time 
soldiers.  Their  spare-time  was 
now  to  be  shared  (not  divided)  in 
the  service  of  their  country  and 
its  people. 

(In  retrospect  this  could  be 
considered  the  'turning  point"  in 
the  British  Union's  epic  crusade 
in  ‘Gcordicland"  against  the 
covert  International  Money 
Power"  working  behind  the  mind- 
bending  "Media  and  Red-Front"). 
The  Leader.  Sir  Oswald  Mosley, 
hud  written  in  his  historic  book: 
The  Greater  Britain".  1932.  "It  is 
part  of  the  dedicated  life  of  a 
new  movement  that  constant 
training  in  mind  and  body 
which  is  in  readiness  to  serve 
when  the  time  comes" 

To  be  continued 
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THE  SHAVEN  CROWN 
REVISITED 

Bv  Gregory  Maitland 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  drive  through  the  Colswolds.  Oxford. 
Stratford-upon-Avon.  Cheltenham  and  Cirencester  all  offer 
rewarding  days  of  exploration.  At  the  near  epicentre  of  these  major 
tourist  attractions  lies  Shipton-under-Wychwood  an  unassuming 
Cotswold  village  complete  with  church,  village  green  and  the  Shaven 
Crown  Hotel.  Its  origins  date  back  to  the  14"  Century  when  it  was 
built  as  a  hospice  to  Bruem  Abbey. 


A  CURIOUS  CROWD  OF  VILLAGERS  TOGETI  TER  WITH  If  IF 
PRESS  OUTSIDE  THE  FRONT  ENTRANCE  TO  THE  SHAVEN 
CROWN  INN  DECEMBER  1943. 


Safely  in  privaie  ownership,  this 
well  preserved  inn  of  honey 
coloured  stone,  surrounding  a 
medieval  central  courtyard 
garden  has  the  mellow  charm  of 
600  years  of  hospitality.  It 
alfords  the  visitor  the  chance  to 
relax  in  front  of  a  log  fire  in  the 
Monks  Bar.  A  candlelit  dinner  in 
the  restaurant.  An  al-fresco  meal 
in  the  courtyard  during  the 
summer  months,  all  without 
'benefit'  of  piped  music  or 
electronic  pin  ball  machines.  As 
well  as  its  original  hall  complete 
with  a  double-collar  braced  roof 
is  the  14"  century  gateway.  Few 
who  pass  through  it  today  realise 
it  has  a  place  in  Britain's  more 
recent  history.  In  December  1943 
this  entrance  was  besieged  by  the 
national  press  and  curious 
villagers  all  trying  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  its  latest  guests. 

DARK  HISTORY 
The  story  begins  in  Holloway 
prison,  six  months  previously. 
After  three  years  in  jail  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley’s  health  was 
failing.  Phlcbitcs  was  diagnosed. 
This  disease  had  stalked  his  life 
from  the  time  he  injured  his  leg 
in  World  War  One.  Lack  of 
exercise  and  freezing  conditions 
in  his  cell  had  exacerbated  the 
condition.  His  personal 
physician.  Dr  Geoffrey  Evans, 
together  with  prison  doctors  and 
the  King's  physician.  Lord 
Dawson  of  Penn,  all  agreed  that 
Mosley’s  life  was  at  risk.  In  a 
report  to  Herbert  Morrison,  the 
Home  Secretary  and  Minister  for 
Home  Security,  on  the  9" 
November  1943  the  doctors 
warned  of  permanent  damage  to 
health  and  even  death  if  Mosley 
was  to  remain  in  prison.  Faced 
with  the  stark  choice  of  a  long 
term  political  prisoner  held 
without  charge  or  trial 
becoming  a  martyr,  forced 
Morrison  to  order  his  release 
on  very  onerous  terms. 

No  contact  with  former 
political  colleagues. 

A  restriction  rone  of  seven 
miles. 

No  car. 

No  interviews  with  the  press  or 
radio. 

No  written  articles. 

In  simple  terms  house  arrest 


complete  with  Scotland  A  ard 
detectives  in  constant 
attendance. 

WIIERETO  LIVE 

The  next  problem  was  to  find 
suitable  accommodation  awav 
from  ihc  prison  that  met  with  the 
Government's  approval,  rhe 
family  home  at  Denham  had  been 
requisitioned  by  the  army  and 
with  the  ban  on  returning  to 
London,  the  only  option  was  a 
place  in  the  country.  Diana's 
sister.  Pamela,  together  with  her 
husband.  Derek  Jackson,  offered 
to  take  them  in.  Before  dawn  on 
the  20"  November  1943  with  a 
haying  mob  of  Communists 
outside  the  front  of  Holloway 
Jail.  Sir  Oswald  together  with 
Diana,  were  led  across  the  prison 
courtyard  to  a  little  known 
doorway  (often  used  by  the 
public  hangman)  at  the  rear  of  the 
prison.  Outside  with  engines 
running  two  cars  waited  to  drive 
the  couple  to  freedom  -  of  a  sort. 
As  dawn  broke  over  the  frosty 
countryside  lady  Mosley 
remarked  "1  thought  that  nothing 
so  beautiful  was  ever  seen  by 
human  eye" 

At  Rignell,  the  Jackson's  home, 
they  were  reunited  with  their 
children.  Max  and  Alexander  also 
Muv.  Diana's  mother.  Debt*,  her 
sister  and  for  the  first  time  in 
three  and  a  half  years  the  chance 
to  sleep  in  a  warm  bed  between 
linen  sheets. 


\NTI  RELEASE  PROTES' TORS 
UinsiDI  PARLIAMENT! 


Back  In  London  the  furore  in 
allowing  Mosley's  release  from 
prison  increased.  Demonstrations 
outside  Parliament  led  to  a 
I  raliilgar  Square  protest  meeting 


all  organised  by  Communists  and 
fellow  travelling  M.Ps.  Only  one 
man  put  the  whole  charade  into 
perspective.  Bernard  Shaw, 
independently  minded  as  ever 
said  **l  think  this  Mosley  panic 
shameful.  W  hat  sort  of  people 
are  they  who  can  be  frightened 
out  of  their  wits  by  single  men? 
Even  if  Mosley  were  in  rude 
health,  it  was  high  time  to 
release  him  with  apologies  for 
having  let  him  frighten  us  into 
scrapping  the  Habeas  Corpus 
act  -  Mr  Morrison  has  not 
justified  the  outrageous 
conditions  -  the  gag  in  Mosley's 
mouth  and  the  seven  mile  leg 
iron.  We  are  still  afraid  to  let 
Moslev  defend  himself 


THE  COMMUNIST  INSPIRED 
ANTI-MOSLEY  TRAFAIjG  \R 
SQUARE  MEETING 

Raving  lost  four  stones  in  weight 
a  very  enfeebled  Mosley  was 
advised  to  stay  in  bed.  This  at 
least  had  the  advantage  to  thwart 
the  journalists  and  photographers 
who  had  tracked  him  down. 
Lurid  stories  were  published 
about  living  in  a  mansion,  it  was 
a  large  house,  buying  hounds, 
these  were  the  Jackson's 
dachshunds.  The  losers  were  the 
half  frozen  reporters  holed  up  in 
every  surrounding  bush,  hedge 
and  ditch.  They  finally  gave  up. 
allowing  the  Mosleys  to  take 


short  walks  in  the  garden  without 
being  harassed  with  questions 
they  could  not  have  answered 
under  the  terms  of  their  release. 
Against  this  tranquil  background 
the  Communist  organised 
protests  grew  in  ferocity.  In 
Parliament  speaker  after  speaker 
called  for  their  re-arrest.  A 
declaration  was  made  that  his 
release  **was  calculated  to  retard 
the  war  etTorf  Lockcr-Lampson. 
the  self-seeking  clown  of  all  war¬ 
time  M.Ps  asked  that  laidy 
Mosley  be  examined  for 
phlebitis.  Another  asked  about 
the  employment  of  (non-existent) 
servants.  At  the  end  of  the 
debate,  the  voting  was  62  M.Ps 
against  release. 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 
Within  a  few  days  Rignell  was 
suddenly  invaded  by  a  group  of 
uniformed  constables,  plain 
clothed  officers  and  the  Chief 


\  GAUNT  LOOKING 
MOSLEY  AIDED  BY  \ 
WALKING  STICK  GATHERS 
IN  s<  IMF  WINTER  FUEL 
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'  Constable  of  Oxfordshire 
demanding  the  Mosleys  leave 
immediately.  It  seemed  that 
despite  the  Home  Office  agreeing 
to  the  chosen  address,  it  had 
come  to  light  that  Wing 
Commander  Derek  Jackson 
D.F.C.  and  A.F.C.  in  his  role  as  a 
physicist  was  working  on  a  secret 
radar  project  for  the  Government. 
This,  in  the  myopic  world  of  state 
control  posed  a  threat  to  national 
security  by  having  the  Mosleys 
under  the  same  roof.  As  Sir 
Oswald  later  commented.  “It 
would  have  been  a  hard  job  to 
explain  to  me  what  it  was  all 
about.  Even  with  evil  intent  I 
should  have  had  an  even  harder 
job  under  close  house  arrest  to 
communicate  the  stuff  to  anyone 
else"  The  Air  Ministry  and  I  lome 
Office  had  fallen  into  a  total 
panic  but  where  to  go?  The 
answer  lay  in  the  Shaven  Crown 
at  Shipton-under-Wychwood. 
The  hotel  side  of  the  business 
was  closed  for  the  duration  and 
so  had  the  capacity  to  open  up 
some  of  the  musty  dusty  rooms  to 
accommodate  the  Mosleys 
together  with  the  ever  attentive 
Mr  Jones  of  the  Special  Branch. 
Again  the  Communists  tried  to 
make  trouble  by  attempting  to 
raise  a  local  petition  demanding 
re-arrest  and  imprisonment.  Not 
one  villager  signed.  As  Mosley 
commented  “it  was  sometimes 
alleged  that  I  was  an  object  of 
hatred  among  the  British 
people.  I  can  truly  reply  that 
we  never  found  a  trace  of  it 
outside  the  square  mile 
comprising  Westminster, 

Whitehall  and  Fleet  Street.” 

The  ever  present  journalists  and 
photographers  did  at  least 
manage  to  glimpse  their  elusive 
prey.  A  few  snatched  pictures 
showed  a  boiler-suited  Mosley 
crossing  the  courtyard  with  Diana 
another  showed  Sir  Oswald  with 
a  walking  stick  carrying  a  bucket 
of  coal.  For  the  first  time  in 
years  this  showed  to  the  world 
just  how  much  harsh  years  of 
imprisonment  had  taken  its  toll 
on  Sir  Oswald's  health.  To  add 
to  the  problems  all  the  children 
caught  whooping  cough! 

A  NEW  START 
Early  in  the  new  year  of  1944  it 
became  increasingly  necessary  to 
find  a  more  permanent  home. 
Diana  learned  of  a  suitable 
property  near  Newbury. 
Application  was  made  to  the 
Chief  Constable  to  break  the 
seven  mile  restriction  zone  in 
order  to  view  the  bouse.  On  the 
appointed  day  a  car  complete 
with  two  uniformed  police 
officers  arrived.  En-routc  Diana 
called  in  for  lunch  with  her  old 
and  stalwart  friend.  Gerald 
Berners.  On  leaving  lie  remarked 


U.S.E. 


SIR  OSWALD  AND  LADY  DIANA  MAKE  THEIR  WAY  ACROSS 
THE  INNER  COURTYARD  OF  THE  SHAVEN  CROWN  INN.  A 
SNATCHED  SERIES  OF  PHOTOGRAPHS  SHOWS  FOR  THE 
FIRST  TIME  THE  TOLL  OF  PRISON  IJFI- 


“Diana,  you  are  the  only  person 
who  still  has  a  uniformed  driver 
and  footman". 

The  house  at  Crux  Easton  was 
exactly  what  they  were  looking 
for  and  was  purchased 
immediately.  So  at  long  last  the 
Mosleys  could  once  again  resume 
a  normal  family  life  or  at  least 
partially,  as  the  severe 
restrictions  of  movement  and 
association  were  to  last  until  the 
war  ended.  Passports  were 
withheld  for  a  further  number  of 
years.  This  cat  and  mouse  game 
by  a  new  ly  elected  Labour  Party 
which  included  Herbert  Morrison 
will  be  the  subject  of  a  future 
article  in  Comrade. 

In  his  memoirs.  Mosley  recalled 
this  episode  ofhis  life: “We  were 
treated  throughout  this  period 
of  adversity  in  the  English 
countryside  not  only  with 
toleration  but  with  kindness 
and  even  with  friendship.  It 
was  a  moving  and  healing 
experience  to  find  the  real 
people  of  England  exactly  the 
same  as  I  remembered  during 
my  country  childhood,  my 
army  days  in  peace  and  war 
and  my  political  friendships  in 
the  kindly  homes  of  the 
workers  in  all  diverse 
industries  of  our  land." 


The  former  French  President 
Valery  Giscard  d'Estang  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  his  forthright 
advocacy  of  renaming  The 
European  Union  "The  United 
States  of  Europe".  Predictably 
the  New  Labour  Government  of 
little  Englanders  responded  with 
“Not  a  cat  in  hells  chance".  But 
why  not?  The  old  Soviet  threat 
may  have  diminished  but  a 
culture  of  terror  and  secrecy  still 
pervades  that  society.  Just  recall 
the  recent  Moscow  Chechen 
outrage  for  confirmation  of  that. 
As  for  the  “Johnny-come 
lately’ s"  in  two  world  wars. 
Mud)  is  spoken  about  our 
“Special  Relationship"  with  the 
USA  It  does  not  exist.  The 
fiction  is  picked  up  by  politicians 
to  hoodwink  the  public  in  time  of 
so  called  mutual  need.  Our  only 
salvation  and  long  term  well 
being  lies  in  the  true  Union  of 
Europe  both  commercially  and 
politically.  The  tragedy  is  that  for 
over  fifty  years  we  had  stood  on 
the  sidelines.  Notoriously  one 
Prime  Minister  “Didn't  feel  it  in 
his  bones  to  go  into  Europe"  So 
we  continue  to  lag  behind 
sucking  up  to  the  U.S.  having 
cosy  chats  with  Putin  as  a  once 
Great  Britain  sinks  to  the  point  of 
no  return.  Who  will  lead  the  fight 
back?  No  one  knows,  but 
embracing  the  Mosley  doctrine 
would  give  a  head  start. 


£100  REWARD 


Sound  Transmission  is  happy  to  announce  tire  successful 
recording  of  the  Voice  of  Oswald  Moslry  * luvliichius 
Union  Movement.  .  • 

The  recording  of  this  historic  s|«ecl>,  In- condensed  form 
on  s  Double-Sided  12in.  record,  mny  be  ohtsiued  by 
"  Union  ”  renders  st  s  sjicciol  price  of  £1  Rs.  Od. 

ORDER  AT  ONCE  TO  SECURE  YOUR  COPY  OK 
THIS  HISTORIC  RECORD. 

Orders  must  he  nccoiuireuicd  by  remittance.  Cheques 
should  be  mode  payable  to  Sound  Transmission  and 


SOUND  TRANSMISSION:  49  Chippenham  Road,  W.9. 


The  above  advertisement  appeared  in  the  first  edition  of  UNION 
weekly  newspaper  on  U®  February  1948. 

h  referred  to  the  sale  of  a  double  sided  1 2inch  78r.p.m.  record  disc  of 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  speaking  at  the  launch  of  Union  Movement  at 
Wilfred  Street  School.  Victoria  on  T*  February  1948. 

The  advertiser  unconditionally  is  prepared  to  pay  £100.00  to  the 
first  person  who  comes  forward  with  a  copy  of  this  disc. 

Please  contact  B. M/TALON,  London  WCIN  3XX. 
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PRESS  HYSTERIA 

For  years  presiding  governments 
have  released  a  trickle  of  secret 
MI5  documents  concerning  the 
Mosleys-  The  latest  batch  to  be 
lodged  in  the  Public  Record 
Office  Wre  released  on 
Wednesday  27*  November  2002. 


Among  the  311  files  the  word 
’Mosley’  had  the  predictable 
frenzied  effect  from  the  British 
Press.  Here  again  was  an 
opportunity  to  vilify  the  name 
‘Mosley’,  fliis  time  the  attack 
was  aimed  as  Lady  Diana  'more 


deadly  than  her  husband'  ’wildly 
ambitious’  ’dangerous  menace' 
’a  public  danger’  A  welter  of 
quotes  topped  out  by  a  picture  of 
'Diana  Mosley  addresses  a 
meeting  of  Sir  Oswald's  British 
Union  1934’.  This  was  published 
in  The  Times  (The  Journal  of 
Record).  The  Guardian.  The 
Daily  Mail  and  countless  regional 
daily's.  The  only  trouble  was  the 
the  picture  was  totally  inaccurate 
Lady  Diana  never  spoke  at  a 
meeting  or  took  an  active  pun  in 
the  British  Union.  In  fact  her 
marriage  to  Sir  Oswald  was 
unknown  until  1938.  The  picture 
dated  from  1926  and  featured  Sir 
Oswald's  first  wife.  Lady 
Cynthia  who  was  an  active 
labour  Party  member,  later 
becoming  a  Westminster  M.P.  So 
much  for  accurate  reporting. 


THE  REAL  DIANA  MOSLEY 


COMRADE 


The  released  files  report  from  'a 
loyal  subject'  hearing  from 
behind  a  curtain  in  The  Victoria 
Restaurant  how  Sir  Oswald  was 
going  to  take  over  the 
government. 

The  story  of  the  police  finding 
three  hand  guns,  two  shot  guns, 
two  duelling  pistols,  a  sword  and 
a  truncheon  were  faithfully 
seized  on  by  the  newspapers. 
What  they  did  rot  report  was  the 
fact  that  where  needed,  the  arms 
had  certificates  were  in  order  and 
returned  at  the  Wars  end.  In  a 
meeting  with  CID  officers.  Sir 
Oswald  said  how  be  had  met 
Hitler  twice  and  did  not  think  the 
Fuhrer  wanted  to  harm  England 
in  any  way.  During  all  this 
sensational  reporting  Lady  Diana 
remained  unavailable  for 
comment.  On  Saturday  30* 
November  she  did  give  a  spirited 
reply  to  Phillip  Delves 
Broughton,  this  was  published  in 
The  Daily  Telegraph.  In  it  she 
refuted  accusations  of  disloyalty 
The  cvcsdropper  behind  a  curtain 
’had  no  name  attributed  In  other 
words  the  whole  thing  gossip 
really'.  Defending  the  arms  cache 
'they  were  just  ordinary 
shotguns,  to  be  found  on  any 
country  estate". 

Defending  her  husband  she  said 
'he  was  very  clever,  be  had  a  lot 
going  for  him.  I  think  he  was 
right  in  his  economic  ideas*. 
Speaking  on  he  hushand's  pro- 
Eiropean  stance  she  said  my 
husband  believed  Europe  was  the 
great  hope  tl’s  completely  untrue 
to  say  my  husbund  was  extreme 
right.  He  never  was'. 

We  in  F.O.M.  endorse  that 


COMRADE:  The  contents  of 
this  newsletter  are  copyright 
and  may  not  be  reproduced 
without  written  permission. 


CONSEQUENCES 

On  25*  January  the  Daily  Mail 
ran  a  double-spread  by  Leo 
McKinstry  on  why  the  BUF  did 
not  sweep  to  power.  i.c.  did  not 
enter  and  win  the  one  and  only 
election  held  before  the  war. 
Ignoring  his  personal  abuse  of  Sir 
Oswald  and  his  wife  -  as 
demonstrably  false  as  it  is 
tediously  familiar  -  we  shall 
briefly  answer  his  ‘explanation* 
that  the  democratic  British  in 
general  were  loo  'tolerant*,  and 
our  workers  in  particular  too 
distrustful  or  this  admittedly 
'hardworking,  charismatic  and 
ferociously  bright’  political 
leader. 

Mosley  started  his  fascist 
movement  in  October  1932.  In 
impact  and  recruit  men  l  within  tire 
available  time-span  it  advanced 
faster  than  either  Labour  or  the 
Communists  had  done.  But  is 
soon  faced  a  major  media 
boycott,  except  for  initial  Daily 
Mail  support,  when  honest 
journalists  like  Ward  Price 
helped  to  expose  the  real 
organisers  of  the  ‘vicious 
violence'  at  Olympia  and 
elsewhere  mentioned  by  cliche- 
peddlers  like  McKinstry. 

As  a  later  labour  leader  Michael 
Foot  put  it.  what  Mosley  stood 
for  could  have  prevented  both  the 
Hungry  Thirties  and  World  War. 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  did  not 
reverse  hut  developed  those 
policies  he  had  advanced  as 
Labour  minister.  Because  they 
attracted  many  workers  in  both 
the  Social  Democrat  and  British 
Union  movements,  his  opponents 
increasingly  denied  him  meeting 
places  to  put  his  case  in  industrial 
towns  threatened  by  overseas 


march  2003 

competition.  However.  he 
predicted  that  international 
finance  would  engender  another 
unemployment  crisis  by  1939, 
breaking  this  stranglehold  on  free 
speech,  or  the  system  would 
"escape  into  war'. 

McKinstry  now  worries  that 
excessive  immigration  could  at 
last  destroy  our  innate  tolerance, 
‘the  fabric  of  a  cohesive  society 
will  break  down,  allowing 
extremism  to  flourish’  and 
endangering  'our  vibrant,  multi¬ 
cultural  society'.  Even  here 
Mosley  proved  correct,  the  first 
statesman  to  warn  against  this 
post-war  possibility  and  also 
propose  solutions  in  his  usual 

constructive  way  to  this  very 
problem. 

Was  our  democracy  ever 
allowed  to  vote  for  a  ’multi¬ 
cultural  society'?  It  is  ‘vibrant* 
all  right.  vibrating  with 
imported  diseases,  gun  crimes, 
communal  conflicts,  drug¬ 
dealing  and  sex-trafficking. 
Unfortunately,  ’the  greatest 
orator  of  his  age’  is  no  longer 
around  to  end  the  vile  mess  his 
opponents  have  made  of  our 
Why _ 


MOSLEY  CENTERNARV 
LIGHTERS 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley  1896-1980 
Grasp  the  Stars  1932-1992 
Action  1931  Britain  First 
The  Spirit  Lives  1932-1992 

Order  post-lire  at  £20.00  each. 
All  cheques  made  pavable  to 
F.O.M. 

Euro  cheques  welcome,  see  rale 
of  exchange  in  daily  paper. 

Send  to  BCM/FOM.  London. 

WCIN3XX. 


Book  Review 


GrtAtDGUDIKrs 


The  Aristocracy  and  the 

Great  War 

By  Gerald  Gliddon 
Gliddon  Books  £35.00 
ISBN:  0947893-35-0 


With  ten  books  on  World  War 
One.  including  six  on  the 
Victoria  Cross  to  his  name  the 
highly  respected  author  Gerald 
Gliddon  must  have  taken  more 
than  a  passing  interest  when  in 
1998  the  Public  Record  Office 
released  the  Service  Records  of 
the  World  War  One  Officer 
Class.  This  obviously  included 
members  of  the  peerage,  the  basis 
for  this  hook.  It  transpires  that  at 
least  1 500  men  from  the 
aristocracy  served  with  270  being 
killed.  Arranged  in  counties  it 
was  natural  to  turn  to 
Staffordshire  and  in  particular 
Rolleston  Hall. 

Within  three  lines  we  arc  told  of 
the  “most  infamous  of  the 
Mosleys".  Two  lines  on  “for 
some  reason  was  always  known 
as  Tom”.  We  leant  that  Oswald 
Mosley  went  to  Sandhurst  in 
1917!  I -iter  (he)  “was  basically 
flawed".  With  the  forming  of  the 


B.U.F.  “it  is  difficult  to  take  him 
very  seriously".  A  conjecture  on 
whether  he  “enjoyed 
continuously  being  in  the  public 
spotlight",  later  imprisonment 
“as  being  politically  subversive". 
Well  that's  one  mans  view. 

While  an  uuthor  has  a  right  to 
make  assumptions  on  his  subject 
this  book  of  reference  should,  it 
is  contended  by  this  reviewer, 
have  kept  a  neutral  stance. 

While  correctly  reporting 
Mosley's  trip  to  Plymouth  to  help 
Lady  Astor  in  her  election  bid. 
why  no  mention  of  his  own 
successful  election  to  parliament 
away  from  'safe'  local  seats.  No 
mention  is  made  of  his  political 
career  as  a  Labour  MP  and 
Minister.  The  despair  of  trying  to 
address  the  problems  of  the  early 
1930s  that  drove  him  to  make  his 
own  way.  in  order  to  gel 
something  done.  With  first  hand 
experience  in  one  war  his  light  to 


stop  a  second  catastrophe.  An 
advocate  of  peace,  locked  up  and 
silenced  While  heavy  in  weight 
and  price  for  anyone  with  more 
than  a  passing  interest  in  “the  war 
to  end  all  wars"  it  might  he  worth 
the  investment. 

For  a  complete  viewing  of  the 
107  page  Mosley  Officer  File 
visit  the  Public  Record  Office  at 
Kew  asking  to  look  at 
W0339'1578i 


A  LIFE  OF 
CONTRASTS 

The  last  selling  updated 
autobiography  of  Diana  Mosley. 
Available  now  from  oil  good 
booksellers. 

Gibson  Square  Books  £10.99  j 
ISBN  1-903933-1 1-0 


Sid  Bade 


©British  Union® 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


*1 that  though  i w  oitmIm 
aro  written. 

This, our  faith  ear  nooar 
Mot’ 


Brewer.  CpI.  A.AJ:  2  Btn 
Black  Watch:  Dorset  British 
Union:  age  23:  Killed  in  action 
Burma  5U|  April  1944: 
Remembered  on  Rangoon 
Memorial. 


The  overflowing  chapel  and 
dozens  of  floral  tributes  said  it 
all.  Coming  just  weeks  after  the 
funeral  of  his  younger  brother. 
Fred,  the  loss  of  Sid  Bailey  was  a 
profound  shock  to  all  who  knew 
him  and  valued  his  friendship  and 
mutual  conviction. 

Bom  within  the  sound  of  Bow 
Bells.  Sid  was  brought  up  in  a 
typical  East  End  cockney  family. 
Honest,  hard  working  with  an 


SCHOOLBOY  BLACKSHIRT  SID  BAILEY  IN  THE  YOUTH 
SECTION  AFTER  AN  INSPECTION  OF  HIE  GROUP  BY  SIR 
OSWALD 


Brooker,  Gnr.  C.G:  90  Field  Regt 
RA  AFTER  I8B  British  Political 
Prisoner  1940-42:  Exeter  Br. 
British  Union:  died  on  P.O.W. 
long  march  8*  March  1945: 
Remembered  on  Cassino 
Memorial.  Italy. 

East.  Lt.  Philip:  5"1  Btn  Queen's 
Own  Cameron  Highlanders: 
Leytonstonc  British  Union:  age 
26:  killed  in  action  Tunisia  24tt 
April  1943.  Ucs  in  Medjez-el- 
Bab  War  Cemetery,  Tunisia. 


iinEr 


KRRC:  NHQ  Branch  British 
Union:  brother  of  Lady  Mosley: 
killed  in  action  Burma  4111  April 
1945.  Lies  in  Taukkyan  War 
Cemetery  ,  Rangoon. 

Watson.  A/B  Cvril:  Royal  Navy: 
Central  Leeds  Br  Br.  British 


Union:  age  21:  killed  in  action 
HMS  Hardy,  Narvik.  April  10th 
1940:  Remembered  on  Plymouth 
Naval  Memorial. 


Rogers,  Sgt/Pilo«  Charles 
Barry.  RAFVR:  149  Sqdn  and 
Hackey  Branch  British  Union: 
Killed  in  action  Gelsenkirschen: 
Lies  in  Jonkerbos  War  Cemetery. 
Gclderland  Holland. 

M*  March  1941 

THE  DAY  THEY  DIED 

Until  he  joined  RAF's  Voluntary 
Reserve.  Barry  Rogers  was  an 
active  member  of  British  Union’s 
I  lackney  Branch.  After  a  handful 
of  operations  he  was  made  Pilot 
and  Captain  ofhis  aircraft.  On  his 
last  operation  one  ponders 
whether  his  thoughts  dwelled  on 
his  family  of  Mosley  members 
whose  hopes  were  for  a  Greater 
Britain  as  he  was  shot  down  by 
enemy  fire. 

One  also  ponders  whether  he  had 
fleeting  opportunity  to  have  a 
pint  with  Raven  Thomson's  son 
Eric  of  the  same  RAF  Squadron 
who  died  5  months  later  over 
Germany  as  pilot  ofhis  aircraft. 

If  our  Island  race  survives,  and 
it  is  in  2003  by  no  means  sure, 
posterity  will  recognise  the 
sacrifice  of  Mosley's  young 
men  who  fulfilled  that  English, 
‘Mv  Country.  Right  or  W  rong’. 


over  riding  sense  of  fur  play.  His  meetings  and  was  a  steward  at 

father.  Jack,  had  been  an  active  the  giant  Earls  Court  Peace  Rally 

Labour  Party  supporter  for  over  in  1939.  After  service  in  the 

thirty  years  who  became  Royal  Air  Force  he  joined  Union 

disillusioned  when  in  power.  Movement  the  day  it  was 

Labour  ministers  did  nothing  to  founded,  becoming  one  of  its 

help  the  unemployed.  At  that  most  active  workers.  For  Twenty 

lime  an  equally  disillusioned  ex-  years  he  maintained  a  pitch 

labour  minister  offered  hope.  selling  the  weekly  newspapers, 

dignity  and  action  to  get  things  Union  and  Action.  He  also  took  a 
done  in  the  ranks  of  British  leading  role  in  Mosley's  two  post- 
Union.  Jack  Bailey  became  one  war  election  bids.  When  Mosley 

of  the  first  East  End  supporters  of  retired  from  active  politics  in 

Mosley.  Sid.  still  a  school  boy  1966.  Sid.  together  with  his 

joined  the  Youth  Section  in  brother  Fred,  were  personally 

Bethnal  Green,  later  graduating  chosen  to  join  the  Mosley 

to  full  membership  of  the  B.U.  Directorate.  They  both  later 

He  attended  all  four  Albert  I  iall  joined  the  F.O.M.  Council.  Sids 


SID  BAILEY  ACCOMPANYING  SIR  OSWAIJ3  AT  A 
.  TRAFALGAR  SQUARE  MEETING _ 


'In  conversation  with  Fred  the 
topic  got  round  to  the  increase  of 
muggings  in  my  area  of  Ixvndon. 
At  that  point  he  stopped  me 
talking  and  corrected  me  'not 
muggings  -  robbery  with 
violence’.  Of  course  he  was  right. 
How  easy  it  is  to  slip  into  a  wet 
liberal  attitude  in  downgrading 
aspects  of  violence. 

In  my  last  conversation  with  Fred 
the  Middle  East  conflict  came  up. 
particularly  the  Gaza  Strip.  No 
said  Fred  'Strip  Gaza’. 

A  phone  call  from  the  Ixadcr 
asked  Fred  to  come  round  to  his 
flat  in  London  as  the  central 
healing  wasn't  working.  He 
arrived  and  soon  found  that  O.M. 
had  not  turned  it  on  at  the  mains. 
To  which  Mosley  replied  ‘Every 
man  to  his  trade  eh  Bailey' 


Our  Fred 

Following  the  announcement  of 
Fred  Bailey's  recent  death,  we 
have  received  a  number  of 
letters  of  appreciation.  Apart 
from  the  heart  felt  sorrow  of 
his  passing,  many  recall 
incidents  that  brought  them  in 
touch  with  him 


lack  of  cant  was  much  valued  by 
the  Mosleys. 

When  the  BBC  produced  the  epic 
26  part  ‘The  People’s  Century". 
Sid  was  interviewed  and  included 
in  the  major  series.  He  also 
contributed  many  thought 
provoking  articles  to  Comrade. 


SID  ON  HIS  REGULAR  SALES 
PITCH  IN  EAST  LONDON 

t 

After  the  loss  ofhis  wife  Rose  in 
1992  and  his  later  reliance  on  a 
wheel  chair,  he  never  lost  his 
cockney  humour. 

Recalling  the  time  his  father 
woke  up  in  hospital  to  find 
Mosley  at  his  bedside.  Sid 
believed  it  gave  his  father  another 
tw  o  years  of  life. 

The  Bailey  family  is 
irreplaceable,  but  we  who  arc  left 
can  be  inspired  by  such  lives.  The 
work  goes  on.  Better  to  try.  than 
to  do  nothing. 


On  another  occasion  Fred,  whose 
normal  attire  never  included  a 
necktie,  arrived  at  OM’s  London 
flat  for  a  spot  of  repair  work 
followed  by  a  light  lunch.  OM 
looked  at  the  unfamiliar 
adornment  beneath  the  Bailey 
collar  and  laughed  ‘it's  alright 
Fred,  no  need  for  a  tie!’ 

In  answering  his  phone  one 
evening  Fred  was  assailed  with 
threats  of  a  beating  up.  To  which 
Fred  replied  'you'd  better  come 
round  soon.  I’m  going  to  bed  in 
ten  minutes' 

F  red,  we  all  miss  you. 


All  correspondence  to: 
BCM/FOM 
LONDON 
WCIN3XX 


Margaret  Garnett  (nee  Monk)  i 
Secretary  to 
the  Leader  of 
British  Union 
1934-40. 

P  loiter  married 
fc  John  Garnett. 
Jm  the  well 
known 
National 

Inspector  and  Prospective  BU 
Parliamentary  Candidate  for 
Harwich. 

For  the  Record:  After  the  War 
several  different  sources  raised 
the  question  of  whether  Margaret 
had  been  a  spy  planted  at  BU 
National  Headquarters  by  Special 
Branch  or  by  Maxwell  Knight, 
the  MI5  Officer  responsible  for 
the  surveillance  of  British  Union. 
In  1991  FOM  asked  Margaret  if 
there  was  any  truth  in  the 
suggestions  and  she  emphatically 
denied  it  replying:  'This  does  not 
apply  to  either  myself  or  my 
husband' 


Whut  better  way  to  launch  a  new 
paperback  than  in  Trafalgar 
Square.  Dedicated  'to  my 
companions'  this  book  contains 
over  300  questions  and  answers. 

MOSLEY-  ==.■  SCt,i0n 

RIGHT  o.  O  '  headings 
WRONG  f  -.  I  such  as 
Europe  a 
Nation. 

Social 
problems. 
Africa  and 
Race. 

Science.  Agriculture,  Press  and 
Television,  Blackshirt 

Movement,  the  reader  is  offered  a 
chance  to  understand  the  policies 
of  the  BUT-'  and  Union 
Movement. 

A  number  of  copies  of  the 
original  printing  have  become 
available  and  arc  now  for  sale  at 
£2.00  each  (including  postage). 
Note:  all  copies  are  complete  and 
in  good  condition,  but  due  to 
storage  over  forty  years  they  have 
become  a  little  grubby. 

Write  your  cheque  lor  £2.00. 
pavable  to  F.O.M.  and  send  to 
BCM/FOM.  London.  WCIN 
3XX. 


300  QUESTIONS 


ANSWERED 


BCM/FOM.  London.  WCIN3XX 


Printed  and  published  by  Friends  of  Mosley 
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Mary  W  inn 

Mary  Winn  was  the  daughter  of 
Tommy  Niool.  a  well-known 
London  Blackshirt  who  was 
active  throughout  the  lifetime  of 
British  Union.  Like  her  father. 
Mary  joined  the  pre-War 
Movement  in  its  earliest  days  and 
continued  as  an  active  member  of 
Union  Movement  -  campaigning 
tirelessly  to  bring  the  message  of 
European  Socialism  to  south 
London.  This  culminated  in  her 
standing  as  Union  Movement 
candidate  for  Greenwich  in  the 
last  London  County  Council 
borough  elections  in  1966. 

Mary  's  loyalty  to  Oswald  Mosley 
remained  undiminished  despite 
the  passing  of  almost  70  years. 
Her  Husband.  Arthur  tells  us  that 
despite  his  loss  and  his  own 
health  problems,  ‘the  Mosley 
Movement  remains  the  major 
interest  of  my  life.* 

Len  Fenn 

Len  Fenn  was  the  last  B.U 
District  Leader  of  West  Leyton 
Branch  and  a  frequent  speaker, 
particularly  in  East  Londoa  After 
his  wartime  1 8B  incarceration  he 
returned  to  the  Bay  to  speak  for 
the  fledgling  Union  Movement  in 
East  London  until  like  many 
others,  survival  became  the  name 
of  the  game  and  had  to  retire 
from  active  support. 

He  nevertheless  remained 


staunch  in  his  beliefs  and  on  a 
BU/UM  Reunion  he  wrote  *1 
have  been  retired  for  the  past  14 
years  and  am  no  longer  active.  I 
do  remember  the  past  and  the 
friends  I  once  knew.  I  cannot  be 
with  you  but  my  good  wishes  for 
a  happy  reunion. 

Fr.  Brocard  Sewell 

A  life  of  two 
halves 


literary  and 

®  iSfcv  rdigi0US 

ri  ^  might  sum  up 

/  the  enriched 
s  V  ^  _  life  of 
~  Michael 

Seymour 
•  Sewell. 

Bom  in  Bangkok,  his  childhood 
was  spent  at  Launceston  in 
Cornwall.  Educated  at 
Weymouth  College,  his  early 
adult  life  was  acting  as  P~A.  to 
the  secretary  of  the  Distribulist 
League  an  organisation  that 
believed  in  widespread  small 
ownership,  small  holdings,  small 
farms,  small  shops  held  together 
co-operatively  with  legislation  to 
prev  ent  state  monopoly  and  mass 
production.  At  the  same  time  he 
acted  as  General  Factotum  in  the 
office  of  Chesterton's  paper  G.K. 
Weekly.  After  being  received 
into  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Guild 
of  St.  Joseph  and  St.  Dominic  a 


craftsmen’s  community  that 
included  printing.  While  never  a 
member  of  British  Union  he  did 
subscribe  to  its  weekly 
newspaper  Action.  After  a  war¬ 
time  in  the  Royal  Air  Force  he 
took  holy  orders  and  became  an 
ordained  priest  at  Aylcsford 
where  he  founded  a  magazine 
concentrating  on  Carmelite 
thought.  This  quickly  widened  to 
inclusive  social  issues  of  the  day. 
After  publishing  a  contentious 
article  about  the  H  bomb 
Cardinal  Griffin  of  Westminster 
took  great  exception  and  in  the 
ensuing  row  had  him  removed  to 
'exile'  in  Canada  for  five  years. 
In  the  University  of  Nova  Scotia 
he  lectured  among  other  subjects 
on  writers  of  the  1890s. 
Returning  in  the  1970s  he 
pursued  a  literary  career  by 
writing  no  less  than  16  memoirs 
and  biographies.  He  maintained  a 
close  friendship  with  the  Mosleys 
and  often  contributed  to  the 
magazine  Lodestar,  attending  a 
number  of  Union  Movement 
Dinners  and  socials  leading  onto 
F.O.M.  organised  gatherings.  In 
the  early  1990s  he  wrote  his 
autobiography  'The  Habit  of  a 
Lifetime’. 
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DIANA  -  OUR  FRIEND 


LADY  MOSLEY  AMONG  A  CROUP  OF  F.O.M.  SUPPORTERS 


Without  exaggeration  it  can  be 

said  that  she  was  loved  and 
admired  by  all  who  knew  her 
and,  hated  and  demonised  with 
an  exhaustible  tenacity  surely 
unique  in  our  times,  by  some  who 
had  never  met  her,  or  otherwise 
in  the  rancorous  grip  of 
prejudices  and  values  axiomatic 
in  the  media. 

A.N. Wilson  writing  in  the  Daily 
Telegraph  described  Lady 
Mosley,  who  died  in  August  aged 
93,  as  “a  gentle,  hilarious 
companion,  an  adored  mother, 
grandmother  and  great 
grandmother,  and  a  friend  whose 
conversations  and  letters  I  miss 
already  miss  with  aching 
saddness."  Daphne  Guinness  in  a 
letter  to  the  same  paper  wrote.  “1 
am  unequivocally  proud  to  have 
been  her  granddaughter,  and 
consider  it  a  privilege  to  have 
known  her." 

We  of  "Comrade"  who  knew 
Lady  Mosley,  feel  likewise 
privileged.  Much  is  made  of  her 
pre-war  political  associations  (a 
case  of  the  light  ingredients 
scarcely  worth  the  cooking)  but 
after  Holloway’s  Horrors  it  was 
in  the  post-war  years  when  the 
going  was  especially  tough,  that 
Diana  Mosley's  public  support 
for  her  husband’s  political  work 
was  most  conspicuous. 

Not  on  the  platform  or  in 
demonstrations,  lor  in  no  way 
was  Diana  Mosley  in  the  real 
sense  of  the  word,  a  political 
animal.  She  took  an  intelligent 
and  clear-eyed  view  of  issues  and 
events,  identified  wholly  with  her 
husband  and  soul-mate  of  a 
devoted  40  year  marriage.  That 
and  no  more. 


But  for  this,  along  with  her 
refusal  to  truckle,  trim  and 
compromise  with  the  truth  as  she 
saw  it  she  was  denounced  with 
all  the  malice  and  drivel  of  the 
Establishment  and  media.  It  was 
to  prove  a  vendetta  that  has  now 
reached  beyond  the  grave, 
lady  M  was  in  the  enthusiastic 
audience  at  the  East  London 
meeting  at  which  Sir  Oswald 
launched  Union  Movement  in 
February  19-18.  And  thereafter 
she  was  a  familiar  figure  at  UM 
gatherings,  at  home  with  all 
manner  of  people:  warm, 
appreciative,  charming,  ever 
supportive,  a  buoyant  spirit  of 
courage,  delight  and  inspiration. 
And  with  her  editorship  of  the 
“The  European",  her  diary  in  the 
"Action"  of  the  early  ‘sixties,  and 
later  books  of  memoir  and  the 
national  literary  reviews,  we  saw 
another  of  her  gifts,  that  of 
perceptive,  and  amusing  writing. 
“Diana's  style"  wrote  James  Ixe 
Milne,  reviewing  the  first  edition 
of  "A  Life  of  Contrasts”,  "is 
better  than  Nancy’s." 


After  the  formation  of  the  Friends 
of  OM.  Lady  Mosley  was  a 
regular  guest  of  honour  at  the 
tw icc-yearly  FOM  dinners,  on 
May  Day  and  again  in 
November,  commemorating  her 
late  husband’s  birthday.  And 
right  to  the  close  of  her  life  she 
retained  a  lively  interest  in 
"Comrude",  in  touch  with  its 
Editor  as  well  as  other  old 
comrades  such  as  that  fine  East 
London  veteran  Fred  Bailey,  who 
died  last  year,  and  of  whom  she 
was  especially  fond. 

Of  course  the  lie  and  bile  will 
continue  to  spew  from  the 
editorial  offices,  documentary 
film  makers  studios,  and  a  few 
creepy  establishment  historians. 
Much  of  the  posthumous  attack 
has  been  beneath  contempt. 
Insofar  as  it  is  worth  noting,  it 
seems  to  fall  under  two  headings; 
Diana  Mosley’s  “Disgusting  and 
monstrous"  opinions,  and  her 
personal  miniature  observations 
of  Hitler,  which  in  contrast  to  the 
inclinations  of  those  with  lesser 
integrity,  she  saw  no  reason  to 
amend. 

What  is  the  exact  nature  of  these 
supposedly  “loathsome” 


opinions?  Her  undying 
admiration  for  her  husband?,  a 
conviction  that  the  last  war  was 
avoidable,  and  had  been  a 
disaster  for  Britain  and  Europe? 
Her  post-war  espousal  of 
European  Union?  We  are  not 
told. 

As  for  her  impressionistic 
observations  of  Hitler  in 
moments  of  relaxation,  she  has 
written.  “It  is  possible  -  just 
possible  -  it  may  be  worth  while 
to  set  down  the  truth  about  these 
little  things  in  so  far  as  I  know  it 
from  my  own  observations."  But 
since  these  do  not  accord  w  ith  the 
obligatory  Charlie  Chaplin-type 
caricatures.  Diana  Mosley  was 
damned,  not  least  by  court 
historians  like  Andrew  Roberts 
(not  to  be  confused  with  the 
serious  historian,  the  late  J.M. 
Roberts). 

And  here  was  seen  another  of 
those  paradoxes  surrounding 
Lady  Mosley  and  her  enemies, 
the  fact  that  she  possessed  in 
abundance  the  easy  generosity  of 
mind  and  spirit  to  which  the 
“liberal"  and  self-styled 
“progressive"  lays  exclusive 
claim  and  which  all  loo  often  is 
the  polar  opposite  of  their  true 
sour  selves. 

Those  of  us  who  knew  Diana 
Mosley  were  aware  that  we  were 
in  the  presence  and  shared 
comradeship  of  a  great  and  lovely 
lady,  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
of  the  age.  And  we  too  are 
“unequivocally  proud”  to  have 
been  her  companions  in  this 
mortal  journey. 

She  was  our  steadfast  comrade,  a 
staunch,  enchanting  friend  and 
beacon.  It  might  be  said  that  like 
Beatrice  in  “Much  Ado".  Diana 
Mosley  was  “born  under  a  star 
that  danced.”  And  through  all  the 
sunlight  and  storms  of  the  years, 
it  will  remain  a  dance  without 
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In  memoriam 

MOSLEY.  Remembered  in  sorrow  but 
with  a  smile.  Diana,  who  like  Helen 
could  have  launch’d  a  thousand  ships. 
JohnW.  RO  M. 


Dear  Sir, 

Many  who  remember  Diana  Mosley  as  kind  and  friendly  may  share 
my  disappointment  and  even  anger  at  several  remarks  made  as  soon 
as  she  was  unable  to  answer  back  in  her  usual  incisive  manner. 

Not  just  odd  statements  about  her  "spiky”  handwriting  or  penny- 
dreadful  wartime  nonsense  that  she  was  "more  dangerous  than  her 
husband”  and  would  "stop  at  nothing",  but  empty  epithets  -  "viper”, 
"demon",  "potty  but  dangerous",  etc  -  from  the  vitriol  tank  of  hack 
journalism. 

Sadly  the  silliest  came  from  visitors  hospitality  fed  and  courteously 
entertained,  who  had  fawned  on  the  Mosleys  at  the  time.  Two  pages 
of  unmitigated  abuse  in  the  Doily  Mail  (for  ever  trying  to  live  down 
its  pre-war  hoorays  for  the  Blackshirts)  came  from  a  self-styled 
researcher  into  Mosley's  waitings,  which  did  not  stop  him  falsely 
asserting  that  his  nearly  “senile"  host  opposed  "political  rights”  for 
Africans,  and  then  salaciously  depicting  Lady  Mosley  as  an  elderly 
coquette. 

During  her  lifetime  some  comments  could  well  have  been  actionable, 
especially  those  in  a  newspaper  owned  once  by  a  British  Empire 
crusader  but  now  by  a  Pom  Empire  mogul.  The  Daily  Express  even 
printed  a  letter  suggesting  she  would  have  put  thousands  into 
concentration-camps  and  an  article  saying  she  wanted  to  turn  the 
writer’s  Jewish  parents  into  “soap”. 

Another  former  guest  said  that  Diana  approved  the  "slaughter"  of 
Jews,  and  elsewhere  it  was  again  alleged  that  she  had  once  suggested 
that  gassing  was  too  kind  for  them:  complete  fabrications,  and  the 
exact  opposite  of  all  her  recorded  statements  on  this  sensitive  subject. 
The  usual  pretext  for  such  garbage  is  her  refusal  cither  to  join  in  ill- 
informed  attacks  on  her  husband's  politics  or  to  retract  her  personal 
observations  about  Hitler.  She  said  she  had  grown  "fond-  of  him 
before  the  war.  never  that  she  approved  Nazi  actions  against  Jews 
during  the  war  her  husband  tried  to  prevent. 

In  fact,  her  close,  detailed  and  interesting  peacetime  experiences  of 
Hitler  and  his  circle  are  valuable  to  serious  historians.  They  add 
factual  information  to  the  whole  picture.  For  example,  her  story  of  his 
comment  on  race  theory  that  Sweden  had  the  "purest  Nordics"  but 
had  only  given  the  world  Gustavus  Adolphus! 

It  would  have  been  dishonest  to  falsify  past  recollections  like  the 
“memory-hole”  operatives  in  1984.  And  note  lhai  the  brilliant  author 
of  that  novel,  the  "democratic  socialist”  George  Orwell,  himself 
admitted  that  he  was  unable  to  "dislike  Hitler"  whose  achievements 
had  depended  on  an  attractive  personality. 

Favourable  contemporary  impressions  of  Germany's  leader  arc  also 
indelibly  recorded  from  others  -  Arnold  Toynbee,  Anthony  Eden. 
Lloyd  George.  Sven  Hedin.  Winifred  Wager,  etc.  As  Hitler’s  longest- 
serving  secretary  put  it,  “It  is  hard  to  believe  today,  but  he  was  very 
charming  in  his  private  ways." 

The  Mosleys  condemned  the  ill-treatment  and  killing  of  innocent 
people  during  the  war.  They  dared  also  to  condemn  atrocities 
committed  by  those  with  other  ideologies.  In  this  they  differed  from 
much-feted  “left-wing”  writers  who  said  Soviet  dominated  Britain 
and  Europe  would  be  a  desirable  option  or  that  the  global  triumph  of 
communism  would  justify  the  murder  of  millions. 

Why  should  condemnation  still  focus  almost  exclusively  on  one  set 
of  “perpetrators”  and  compassion  perpetuated  for  only  one  set  of 
“victims"?  Why  should  academics  be  free  to  dispute  in  detail  other 
reported  genocides  but  special  laws  intnxiuccd  to  suppress  discussion 
in  one  particular  case? 

Will  Tom  Stacey  now  be  shunned  tor  saying  that  Idi  .Amin  had  blood 
up  to  his  elbows  but  also  "admirable  qualities”?  Has  not  Tony  Blair 
been  called  a  war  criminal?  Has  Putin  killed  more  Chechens  that 
Stalin? 

Diana  Mosley,  of  course,  knew  many  other,  quite  different  famous 
people,  from  Winston  Churchill  to  Evelyn  Waugh,  and  wrote  with 
equal  candour  about  them  all.  She  too  was  a  famous  person  and 
history  one  day  will  tell  the  truth. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Derek  Johnson  *  . 


AN  HONOURED  GUEST 

Since  its  formation  in  1982,  Lady  Mosley  was  pleased  to  embrace 
the  work  of  the  f  riends  of  Mosley.  On  numerous  occasions,  she 
showed  practical  support  attending  a  number  of  our  functions. 


1985:  COMMEMORATION  DINNER 


1988:  ANNIVERSARY  DINNER 


19%:  CENTENARY  CELEBRATION  OF  SIR  OSWALD 
MOSLEY’S  BIRTH 


2000:  90™  BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATION  OF  LADY  MOSLEY 
IN  PARIS  .  • 
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EUROPE  IS  LOSING 
THE  PLOT 

By  Peter  Kennedy 

lain  Duncan  Smith  is  said  to  be  drawing  up  a  policy  document  on 
his  party’s  position  on  Europe.  Seers  and  crystal-ball  gazers  stay  your 
hand;  lockstep  obeisance  to  US  policy  and  global  interests  needless  to 
say,  is  the  core,  determining  value,  and  the  litmus  test  of  BU 
acceptability  to  party  thinking  and  sentiment.  Such  is  the  spiritual 
rcductio  ad  absurdum  of  modem  Conservatism.  As  an  instrument  of 
national  policy  and  integrity,  more  honour  is  to  be  forthcoming 
playing  the  piano  in  a  cat  house. 


If  the  Prime  Minister’s  position  is 
sometimes  marginally  less 
obsequious  in  its  transatlantic 
cravenness,  on  Europe  Blair  has 
handed  Duncan  Smith  a  high 
playable  card  with  his 
characteristic  attempt  to  wriggle 
out  of  a  national  referendum  on 
major  constitutional  and 
monetary  issues.  Democracy  in 
Baghdad  but  not  in  Blighty.  Oh 
dear  me  no!  He’s  that  kinda  guy. 
So  where  stands  Europe,  55  years 
after  Oswald  Mosley  first  called 
for  British  leadership  in  the 
creation  of  Europe  a  Nation? 
With  European  union  now  a  fact, 
an  historical  development  of 
awesome  dimensions,  should  we 
not  be  rejoicing?  Well  “up  to  a 
point,  lz>rd  Copper." 

For  in  most  respects  the 
Europe  that  has  evolved  is  far 
from  the  Europe  that  OM 
conceived  and  campaigned  for 
with  vision  and  passion. 

In  truth  -  and  for  many  comrade 
readers  what  followers  will  be 
seen  as  heresy  —  I  would  argue 
that  the  form  and  character  union 
has  taken  is  to  a  great  degree  the 
stuff  of  disappointment  and 
alarm,  proceeding  along  lines 
neither  of  our  choosing  nor 
philosophy.  The  destination 
board  may  read  "European 
Union”  but  no  one  should  be 
deceived.  The  drivers  have  been 
using  a  very  different  route  map 
and  the  European  people  find 
themselves  in  what  is  very  much 
not  the  Promised  Land.  How  did 
it  go  wrong?  Half  a  century  ago, 
the  Western  European  nations, 
victors  and  vanquished,  lay 
stricken,  impoverished,  living 
largely  on  US  charity  and 
confronted  by  an  expansionist 
Soviet  Union. 

Moved  along  and  alarmed  by  a 
needless  tragedy  that  he  and  his 
movement  had  done  all  in  their 
means  to  avert,  Mosley 
responded  in  characteristic 
fashion. 

Alone  in  his  insights  into  the 
changed  international  situation, 
and  stirred  by  our  common 
European  heritage  and  a  faith  in 
its  peoples,  along  with  the 
necessity  of  cultural  and  spiritual 


rc-birth,  Mosley  advanced  “The 
Vision  Splendid”  with  Britain  in 
the  vanguard  of  the  movement 
for  union. 

Here  was  a  self-confident  "Third 
Force”,  very  different  in  form 
and  character  from  both 
capitalism  and  communism, 
uncowed  by  the  Soviets  (with 
whom  peaceful  co-existence  was 
fundamental)  and  independent  of 
but  friendly  towards  the  USA 


Europe  in  Mosley’s  thinking, 
would  achieved  stability  and 
social  and  economic 
advancement  only  within  an 
insulated  economic  system.  This 
was  the  logical  sequel  to  that 
which  he  and  British  Union  had 
advocated  for  Britain  and  the 
Empire,  the  foundations  and 
potential  of  which  had  been 
destroyed  by  the  recent  World 
War. 

All  this  be  it  remembered,  at  a 
time  when  a  complacent  and  self- 
deluding  party  political 
consensus  prated  on  about  Britain 
as  middle  man  between  Europe, 
the  USA  and  the  Commonwealth 
(a  dewy-eyed  attachment  to  the 
latter  permitting  where  it  did  not 
encourage,  the  mass  black/brown 
immigration  whose  profound 
social  and  genetic  consequences 
are  all  about  us.) 


TAKING  ACCOUNT 
So  far  has  European  union 
measured  up  to  these  pragmatic 
and  noble  aspirations?  Vety  little 
I  would  argue  -  and  J  am  not 
speaking  of  the  bloated  waste  and 
self-serving  bureaucracy,  the  nit¬ 
picking  interference,  institutional 
arrogance,  and  financial 
corruption. 

For  a  start  take  the  once  all- 
consuming  issue  of  war  and 
peace  that  Armageddon-like  hung 
over  the  first  five  decades  of  the 
post-war  world.  This  has  been 
resolved,  for  the  moment  at  any 
rate,  by  the  dramatic  collapse  of 
Communism.  For  Blair,  Britain’s 
armed  forces  now  exists  less  for 
national  defence  that  for  putting 
its  life  and  limb  on  the  line  in 
furtherance  of  his  witless  global 
busy-bodving:  usually  at  the 
service  of  the  White  House  and 
its  New  World  Order  and  Zionist 
advisers  and  enforcers.  And  here 
of  course,  Duncan  Smith  would 


be  even  more  of  a  Washington 
toady  than  Blair. 

But  if  the  threat  of  a  European 
nuclear  war  has  all  but  expired, 
as  always  issues  of  British  and 
European  economic  stability 
remain.  And  in  the  gathering 
storm  of  global  free  trade  and  de¬ 
regulation  and  amid  the 
subservience  of  governments  to 
rootless  finance-capitalism,  we 
see  a  catastrophe  which  the  Old 
Gang  parties  here  and  on  the 
Continent,  haven't  the  slightest 
notion  how  to  oombat.  How  can 
they  when  the  are  all  in  favour? 
So  on  the  central,  classic  Mosley 
principal  of  an  insulated 
European  economy  giving 
protection  and  stability  against 
the  consequences  of  low  wage 
import  penetration,  forget  it.  Not 
only  is  it  attempting  to  digest  low 
wage  populations  from  the 
eastern  margins  of  Europe,  but 


the  EU  is  signed  up  to  the  World 
Trade  Organisation,  as 
committed  to  the  globalist  racket 
almost  as  much  as  Britain  and  the 
US  establishments. 

As  for  sustaining  and  advancing 
European  civilisation  and  the 
distinctive  qualities,  contribution 
and  potential  of  its  peoples,  to 
raise  this  point  is  to  court  the  risk 
of  a  midnight  visit  from  the 
agents  of  the  Thought  Police. 

The  EU  and  in  varying  degrees 
the  governing  establishments  of 
member  states,  are  as 
aggressively  "multi-culturalist” 
and  PC  as  anything  dreamt  up  by 
the  Guardianistas.  Look  for 
example  at  the  relentless  and 
penal  persecution  of  independent- 
minded  historians,  the  cooking- 
up  of  vicious  Orwellian  “laws”, 
or  the  treatment  handed  out  to 
Haider  and  his  country  when  the 
Austrians  dared  to  vote  for  an 
end  to  third  world  immigration. 
How  did  this  all  come  about?  The 
answer  is  only  loo  obvious  - 
“plus  ca  change.” 

Even  more  than  a  new  political 
philosophy,  a  creed  for  a  new 
age.  Mosley  believed  in  the  need 
for  new  and  higher  types  of  men 
and  women  as  instigators  of 
change  and  regeneration.  Perhaps 
this  was  always  too  fanciful  and 
Utopian.  Whatever:  the  cold  fact 
is  that  Britain  and  Europe  is  run 
by  the  same  old  types.  And  from 
this  flaw  all  else  flows. 

Of  course  the  greater  European 
collective  identity  and  self- 
confidence  is  to  be  counted  on 
the  credit  side  -  among  modem 
British  Conservatives  of  course 
an  impertinent  act  of  lese  majeste 
against  the  USA  and  its 
presumptions  of  world 
hegemony.  And  these  have  been 
gains  in  other  fields  such  as  inter¬ 
state  co-operation. 

But  all  in  all  hardly  a  re-assuring 
or  inspiring  score  board. 
Certainly  not  for  Union 
Movement  veterans  who  aspired 
to  something  altogether  nobler 
and  more  constructive. 

So  time  for  a  re-assessment,  and 
some  answers  to  the  question. 
“What  form  should  of  our 
European  Idea  take  55  years  on?” 
To  sleepwalk  under  the  spell  of 
of  maxims  is  to  ignore  the 
realities  of  the  changed  situation 
and  the  divergence  between 
precept  and  actuality.  It  is  absurd 
as  it  is  unworthy.  Let  all  things 
be  discussed  and  debated. 

THE  GREATER  STRUGGLE 
The  two  greatest  challenges  to 
the  European  and  European 
civilisation  are  trans-national 
finance-capitalism  —  which 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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Television 

Diana  Moslev: 
Adolf.  Oswald  and  Me 

For  an  appreciable  number  of 
years  Diana  Mosley  had  refused 
all  requests  for  television 
interviews.  it  was  history 
repeating  itself,  as  Sir  Oswald 
followed  the  same  policy  in  later 
years,  when  proposed  interviews 
became  nothing  more  than 
bearing  witness  to  other  peoples’ 
lives. 

In  1998.  a  proposal  was  pul 
forward  to  Lady  Mosley  that  a 
television  documentary  should  be 
made  of  her  life  but  its  screening 
would  be  embargoed  until  after 
her  death.  As  agreement  had 
already  been  reached  on  the  same 
terms  with  the  author  Anne  dc 
Courcy  regarding  a  book.  The 
idea  was  accepted.  Two  major 
interviews  took  place.  One  at 
Orsay  and  a  second  at  her  centra) 
Paris  apartment. 

A  MISSED  OPPORTUNITY 
A  late  change  to  the  title:  ‘Diana 
Mosley:  Adolf  Oswald  and  Me’ 
should  have  set  the  alarm  bells 
ringing.  Alas,  the  hour-long 
feature  documentary  shown  in 
prime  time  on  Channel  Four 
became  obsessed  with  her 
friendship  with  Hitler.  At  least 
Diana  was  given  the  chance  to 
pul  the  case  for  her  admiration  of 
Germany.  “Politics  there  has 
solved  problems  which  were  very 
acute  in  England.  like 


unemployment  and  poverty  and 
of  course  that  was  seen  as  a 
miracle”. 

As  a  definitive  programme,  her 
family  were  encouraged  to 
contribute.  In  the  interests  of 
'balance',  the  inclusion  of  such 
writers  as  David  Pryce-Jones 
could  be  relied  upon  to  deliver 
their  standard  mantra.  The 
inclusion  of  just  one  B.U.F. 
member  brought  things  back  to 
reality.  “When  Oswald  Mosley 
came  onto  the  platform  and 
started  speaking  he  held  everyone 
spellbound.  He  was  an  extremely 
good  orator  but  not  just  hot  air. 
There  was  thought  and  intellect 
behind  what  he  was  saying  but 
also  at  the  time  you  felt  an 
ennoblement  —  you  could  strive 
for  something  up  and  beyond 
yourself”.  Here  was  insight  that 
must  have  been  a  real  life-force 
behind  such  an  enduring 
marriage. 

The  post-war  Union  Movement 
in  which  Diana  took  such  an 
important  part  w  as  disposed  of  in 
47  seconds. 

Obviously  a  considerable  amount 
of  the  two  in  depth  interviews 
were  never  used.  One  can  only 
hope  this  excised  footage  will 
survive  for  another  generation  to 
make  a  more  balanced  story.  At 
least  I  ady  Moslev  was  accorded 
the  final  words: 

“I  still  feel  he  was  so  right  and 
what  we  did  is  the  best  we 
could"  Amen  to  that. 


Exhibition 

Heroes  and  Villains 
National  Portrait  Gallery 
Gerald  Scarfe.  the  well-known 
caricaturist  turns  his  attention  to 
thirty-five  British  icons,  already 
enshrined  in  the  Nation’s 
collection.  As  a  contrast  to  these 
more  formal  portraits,  diverse 
names  such  as  Thatcher.  Emin. 
Darwin.  Branson,  Currie.  Baird 
and  Cromwell  receive  the  classic 
Scarfe  treatment. 

Included  among  the  names  is  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley.  Once  again,  the 
obsessivcncss  with  pre-war 
Germany  is  emphasised.  A 
goose-stepping  Mosley  is 
entwined  with  a  swastika! 
Anyone  with  a  thought  towards 
historical  accuracy  is  entitled  to 


question  why  Sir  Oswald  is 
involved  with  the  German 
nationalist  symbol.  Had  the  artist 
incorporated  the  BRITISH  flash 
and  circle,  the  first  to  laugh 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  the 
portrayed. 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley  was  the 
quintessential  Englishman  who 
always  stood-up  for  his  country 
but  equally  admiring  of  European 
Nations  who  got  things  right.  The 
perceived  Hero  or  Villain 
extended  to  the  written  word. 
I.ady  Mosley  was  invited  to  write 
in  defence  of  her  husband.  Again, 
she  rose  to  the  challenge  with  her 
customary  brilliance  putting  the 
grotesque  to  shame. 


MOSLEY 

RIGHT  OR  WRONG? 

Published  in  1961  this 
paperback  soon  became  a 
best  seller.  Dedicated  to 
‘My  Companions’  it 
consisted  of  over  300 
questions  with  Mosley’s 
detailed  answers. 

Some  original  copies  are 
still  available  at  £2  each. 
Cheques  payable  to  FOM. 
Send  to:  *  BCM/FOM. 
London.  WCIN3XX. 

Due  to  storage,  slight  defects 
may  be  present 


EUROPE  IS  LOSING  THE 
PLOT 

threaten  jobs,  living  conditions 
and  social  cohesion  and  third  - 
world  mass  immigration,  which 
is  poised  to  destroy  for  ever 
national  identity,  a  process  which 
in  parts  of  Britain  has  already 
concluded  with  the  flight  of  the 
white  race. 

I  take  as  core  values  the  need  to 
protect  and  nourish  our  common 
European  civilisation,  and  to 
safeguard  the  livelihoods,  values 
and  living  standards  of  the 
European  peoples.  Both  are  under 
attack  from  the  forces  of  financial 
and  cultural  imperialism  -  in 
shorthand;  Globalism.  And  it  is 
clear  that  the  present  system  and 
the  prevailing  political  and  social 
philiosphy  here  and  among  the 
EU  ruling  circles  arc  central  to 
the  problem. 

Here  is  my  prescription. 

•  First  the  European 
nations,  individually  and 
collectively,  withdrnw  from 
that  overbearing,  unelected 
enforcer  of  Globalist  free 
trade,  the  World  Trade 
Organisation  and  all  its 
works. 

In  its  place  the  EU  nations 
should  erect  a  protective 


import  barrier,  while 
concluding  whenever  there  is 
mutual  benefit,  bi-lateral 
trading  agreements  with  non- 
EU  nations.  In  other  words, 
the  economic  system  should  be 
at  the  service  of  the  people  and 
their  communities,  not  as  now, 
the  other  way  round. 

Europe  should  help  African 
and  other  Third  World 
nations  develop  their  own 
regional  economic  systems, 
resistant  to  globalLst 
corporations  and  predatory 
finance,  and  becoming  where 
possible  self-sufficient,  above 
all  in  foodstuffs. 


>  Ihe  second  area  of 
fundamental  reform  is  the 
entire  machinery  of  decision¬ 
making.  Europe  can  only  be 
made  by  the  consent  and 
iasoisemcnf  of  the  people  at 
local,  national  and  European, 
levels.  Put  the  bureaucrats 
and  gravv-train  career 
politicians  firmly  in  their 


place! 

As  things  stand  the  Ell 
establishment  interferes  and 
imposes  by  stealth  and  diktat, 
a  sore  prescription  for  the 
ensuing  resentment,  familiar 
here  in  Britain  above  all.  The 
answer?  —  Power  to  the 
people,  and  pnt  the  principal 
of  subsidarity  —  maximum 
decentralisation  -  into  effect:  a 
reality  no  longer  a  cliche. 
Abolish  that  bloated  talking 
shop  the  European  Parliament 
(with  MEPS  from  Kerry  to  the 
foothills  of  Asia  Minor!) 
Derisions  should  be  made  from 
the  ground  up  beginning  with  the 


family  and  the  local,  and  then 
when  appropriate,  moving  on 
through  regional  and  national 
levels.  Put  an  end  to  the  absurd 
idea  that  what  might  be 
appropriate  for  the  needs, 
character  and  heritage  of  one 
nation  must  he  right  for  the  rest, 
and  imposed  to  uniform  effect. 
Nothing  is  more  ruinous  to  the 


European  Spirit  and  Idea). 

In  this  new  order  the  ultimate 
European  governmental  level 
would  concern  itself  with  fewer 
issues,  with  defence,  diplomacy, 
transport,  economic  and  trade 
issues,  population  movements, 
and  the  environment  the  most 
obvious.  Such  would  be  the 
responsibilities  of  a  Council  of 
Ministers  drawn  from  member 
nations,  their  decisions  overseen 
by  a  small,  working  European 
Parliament.  And  implementing 
these  arrangements  a 
Commission  stripped  of  its 
present  powers  and  pretensions, 
and  returned  to  its  original  role  as 
an  administrative  secretariat.  It 
will  be  said  that  these  proposals 
fall  far  short  of  Mosley’s  great 
post-war  concept.  I  would  argue 
that  the  Europe  of  the  EU  has 
developed  a  character  so  much  at 
odds  with  what  OM  stood  for. 
threatened  the  real  interests  of  the 
European  peoples,  and  has  so 
alienated  the  British  and  other 
Europeans,  that  great  change  is 
vital. 

As  Mosley  said  back  in  the 
mid-50s,  our  dogma  is  not 
restrictive  formula  but  effective 
action. 


Peter  Kennedy’s  personal  and  radical  proposals 
for  the  future  of  Europe  are  certain  to  be 
contentious.  We  welcome  readers  comments  and 
counter-proposals. 
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British  Union  was  nothing  without  its  countless  thousands  of 
devoted  members  and  supporters. 

Fuonnous  sacrifices  were  made  in  time  and  money  so  that  a 
creditable  political  force  could  be  built  in  the  shortest  possible 
time. 

Aubrey  Monk  a  lifetime  supporter  of  Mosley  gives  a  snapshot 
impression  of  life  at  Branch  level. 

LIFE  AT  THE  SHARP  END 


Croydon  Branch  of  the  BUF 
had  been  formed  for  some  time 
before  I  joined  in  1934  at  the  age 
of  17. 

The  branch  had  just  moved  into 
new  premises  from  London  Road 
half  a  mile  away  from  the  town 
centre  on  two  floors  at  42  High 
Street.  A  prime  position  looking 
down  Katharine  Street  where 
Croydon  Town  Hall  stood,  a 
large  forecourt  saw  frequent 
gatherings  and  meetings, 
including  ours. 

ll  was  immediately  apparent  to 
me  as  a  youngster  how  many 
people  visited  the  branch 
premises  from  all  walks  of  life 
and  all  ages  too.  There  was 
always  something  going  on.  The 
active  uniformed  members  spent 
much  lime,  especially  on 


At  the  Branch  some  of  our  female 
member  prepared  tea  and 
sandwiches,  with  most  of  the 
proceeds  going  to  the  Election 
fund.  Besides  cigarettes  and 
chocolates  sold  to  us  by  a 
member  who  ran  a  small  general 
store  wc  obtained  and  sold  the 
E.B.  (Entirely  British)  Cigarettes. 
Some  personalities  I  retail.  Old 
Mr  Saunders  an  ardent  Salvation 
Army  member  who  sold  our 
papers  on  the  High  Street  in 
Salvation  Army  uniform! 

Mr  and  Mrs  Harris,  he 
described  himself  as  a  ‘British’ 
financier  She.  apparently,  had 
been  an  important  conservative 
before  the  BUF  and  trained 
several  of  us  in  doorstep 
canvassing  (I  kept  in  contact 
after  the  war  until  they  died). 


Our  District  Leader.  Leu 
Caplrton.  an  ex-service  man  like 
many  members  was  much 
respected  by  us  all.  He  smoked  a 
pipe,  which  never  seemed  to  stay 
alight!  I  can  recall  the  smell  of 
the  tobacco  smoke  (Erinmore) 
and  the  constant  rasp  of  the  Swan 
Vestas  as  he  lit  it  time  after  time! 
He  would  tap  out  letters  to  the 
local  press  both  'official  ly'  and 
under  the  pseudonym  of  ‘Just 
Cape'  if  the  published  letter 
didn't  bring  replies  he  would 
answer  it  with  other  points  as  Just 
Cape. 


Saturdays,  selling  Blackshirt  and 
Action  on  the  streets  of  the  town. 
Some  older  members  attended  the 
■Thornton  Heath  Parliament’ 
where  current  affairs  were 
discussed.  All  the  old  parties  and 
some  independents  were 
represented.  Others  took  sheets  of 
the  electoral  register  and 
compared  roads  leaving 
complimentary  copies  of  our 
paper.  As  well  as  soliciting 
orders,  seeking  support  for  us  and  < 
noting  new  occupants  names, 
which  were  complied  and  passed 
back  to  the  Returning  Officer  at 


the  Town  Hall  to  update  the  AUBREY  MONK  ON  THE  LEFT  WTTH  FELLOW  WINNERS  OF 


Register. 


THE  SALES  CUP  PRESENTED  BY  MOSLEY 


his  twin  Les  Dods  and  myself 
were  one  of  several  groups  of  our 
members  who  went  out  chalking 
'Mind  Britain’s  Business'  at  the 
time  of  the  Italian/Abyssinian 
war.  The  other  one  was  ofjoining 
the  'Stand  by  the  King’ 
demonstrations  over  King 
Edward  VIII  at  the  time  when  the 
press  and  Govcmmenl  were 
pushing  him  towards  his  eventual 
abdication 

Although  wc  had  I  or  2  members 
who  would  speak  at  local 
meetings,  there  were  several 
NHQ  speakers  (Raven 
Thomson.  Pat  Ryan  I  who  spoke 
on  the  Town  Hall  site.  O.M. 
came  to  Croydon  3  times,  2 
meetings  in  the  old  public  halls 
and  once  when  wc  were 
presented  with  the  Sales  Cup. 
Besides  out  sales  in  the  streets! 
there  were  sales  to  members 
delivered  by  volunteers  on 
cycles,  others  were  buying  their 
copies  through  nearby 
newsagents:  we  had  about  10 
newsagents  who  took  copies  each 
week.  This  increased  our  sales! 

In  the  run  up  to  the  outbreak  of 
World  War  A  groups  of  us 
attended  the  Peace  rallies  and  wc 
hired  a  coach  to  take  stewards 
and  members  to  OM’s  Earls 
Court  meeting. 

With  both  the  increase  in 
membership  and  the  division  of 
Croydon  into  Croydon  South  and 
Croydon  North  for  Parliamentary 
elections,  we  also  hived  off 
members  and  some  officers  for  a 
separate  Croydon  North  Branch. 
An  occasional  visitor  to  the 
branch  was  Geoffrey  Dorman. 
He  was  quite  a  character  and  I 
recall  him  working  as  a 
uniformed  cinema  attendant  for  a 
while. 


Several  of  the  young  or 
uniformed  members  were  keen 
supporters  of  Crystal  Palace 
football  team.  They  would  attend 
’home'  matches  on  Saturday 
afternoons  come  back  to  the 
Branch  for  a  cup  of  tea.  comment 
on  the  game,  happy  when  the 
team  won  then  pick  up  their 
papers  and  out  to  sell  them  (they 
didn't  riot  or  pick  fights  like 
today  's  supporters!) 


ON  THE  MONT 
Some  of  our  more  affluent 
members  who  owned  cars  in 
those  days,  transported  members 
to  the  LCC  elections  so  we  could 
help  the  East  End  branches 
canvassing  or  delivering  election 
material.  Attendance  at  the  big 
London  marchcs/mectings  meant 
we  travelled  in  small  parties  by 
bus  or  tram  meeting  up  on  site. 
The  other  memory  was  of  two 
'national'  events.  Bill  Dods  and 


Those  of  us  who  visited  the 
branch  most  nights  before 
starting  ‘work’  also  serialised 
together.  I  remember  one  or  two 
country  walks  on  a  Sunday,  also 
going  to  concerts  at  the  Oasis 
Theatre  when  Sir  Thomas 
Beccham  brought  an  orchestra  to 
play  popular  classics.  Sorry  to 
say  do  thugs  or  morons  beloscd 
of  our  gutter  _pr*ss  were 
members  of  the  Croydon 
Branch 


tjt  If  ROUGH  IRJRGESS 


GRASSROOTS 
Wc  had  three  groups  of  members 
who  were  supportive  in  many 
ways  but  not  openly  due  to  their 
employment  They  were  postmen 
at  the  Croydon  sorting  ofiicc. 
delivery  roundsmen,  and  several 
inspectors  al  one  of  the  bus 
garages  in  Croydon.  The 
members  in  these  branches  were 
also  active  in  their  trades  unions 
so  our  message  reached  many  of 
their  colleagues 


“SIX  YEARS  OF  CREATIVE  THINKING  AND  WIDE  DISCUSSION  HAVE  AT  LEAST  CLARIFIED 
ALL  IMMEDIATE  ISSUES.  WE  NOW  ENTER  A  PHASE  OF  INTENSIVE  POLITICAL  ACTION 
WITH  ITS  MASS  APPEAL  AND  MORE  DECISIVE  ELECTORAL  TESTS.  WHAT  NOW  MATTERS 
MOST  IS  DIRECT  POLITICAL  ACTION” 


THE  EUROPEAN: 

THE  JOURNAL  OF  OPPOSITION 

by  Adrian  Pearce 

After  72  moDthl>  editions  Sir  Oswald  Moslev  closed  a  literary 


chapter  on  a  publication  that 
political  thought  in  this  country 

In  the  1930s  it  was  recognised 
that  political  action  in  the  form  of 
marches  and  meetings  needed  to 
be  matched  by  intellectual 
argument  and  thought  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  fundamental 
philosophy  of  Mosley's  British 
Union.  The  weekly 
BLACKSHIRT  and  later 
ACTION  newspapers  partly 
filled  that  void. 

In  January  I93S.  a  continuous 
flow  of  policy  documents  and 
pamphlets  was  complemented  by 
the  launch  of  THE  FASCIST 
QUARTERLY.  Here  at  last  was 
a  magazine  giving  a  platform  to 
writers  to  pul  down  at  length  the 
polemics  of  the  age.  Hugh  Ross 
Williamson,  Maj.-Gen.  J.F.C. 
Fuller.  R.Gordon-Canning,  Henry 
Williamson  and  Ezra  Pound  were 
just  a  few  of  the  well  known 
writers  who  regularly  contributed 
thought  provoking  articles. 
Backing  this  up  were  the  top 
officials  of  British  Union.  A. 
Raven  Thomson,  E.D.  Hart,  WJ. 
Lcapcr.  A.K.  Chesterton,  all 
helped  give  the  publication 
enormous  status.  It  offered  space 
to  articles  diverse  as  Psychology 
of  Collective  Cacsarism.  Decline 
of  Feudalism,  Salvaging  the 
Children  of  Malaga,  together 
with  chapters  questioning 
government  policy  on 
rearmament  and  foreign  policy. 

CATCHING  I  P 
The  in-depth  intellectual 
argument  was  no  stranger  to  the 


had  created  a  breakthrough  in 
REBIRTH 

Since  the  launch  of  Union 
Movement  on  the  7th  February 
1948.  the  political  and 
intellectual  arguments  of  the  time 
had  found  a  partial  voice  in  the 
weekly  newspaper  UNION.  The 
Mosley's  publishing  house 
EUPHORJON  had  never  been  a 
vehicle  for  political  thought  Its 
reputation  had  been  based  on 
reprints  of  much  loved  classics, 
together  with  the  nurturing  of 
new  authors,  culminating  in  the 
phenomenally  successful 

STUKA  PILOT. 

By  this  time  the  Mosleys  had  left 
their  island  prison  and 
established  a  base  at  Clonfert  in 
County  Galway.  As  Mosley 
explained,  his  overriding  purpose 
in  leaving  Britain  was  to  make 
himself  a  European  and  to  get 
away  from  the  “Dull  spite,  the 
petty  obstruction  of  the  British 
official  world,  to  get  beyond  the 
reach  of  troglodytes  who  impede 
his  liberty".  At  the  same  time  as 
settling  in  Ireland  they  purchased 
a  near  derelict  property  just 
twenty  kilometres  from  Paris,  in 
a  town  called  Orsay  in  ihe 
Chevreuse  Valley.  This  was  later 
to  become  their  main  and  mud) 
loved  permanent  home. 

EXTENDING  THE  WORD 
Afier  four  years  of  hectic  activity 
establishing  a  new  political  party, 
the  need  was  again  felt  for  a 
publication  lo  take  the  case  for 
Europe  a  Nation  a  stage  further. 
On  1”  March  1953  the  monthly 


Sir  Osw  ald  Mosley,  February  1959 


EUROPEAN 
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THE  FRONT  COVER  OF  THE 
FIRST  EDITION  OF  THE 
EUROPEAN 

magazine  THE  EUROPEAN  was 
launched.  Priced  at  3/6  (I7.5p) 
later  redudng  to  2 /-  (I Op)  this 
63-page  quality,  bound, 
publication  was  available  for 
extended  policy  and  debate,  in  its 
statement  of  intent.  THE 
EUROPEAN  underlined  a  search 
for  truth  and  clarity.  “The  aim  to 
be  neither  common-place  or 
pretentious.  The  assumption  not 
to  know  everything,  but  to 
discover  the  fads  of  science  and 
nature.  An  analytical  redew  of 
literature,  politics,  art  and  the 
diverse  components  of  culture, 
within  the  living  and  developing 
organism  of  modem  Europe". 
Over  six  years  and  seventy-two 
issues,  its  high  ideals  were  amplv 
fulfilled. 


Diana  Mosley,  who  contributed  a 
'must-read'  diary  covering  the 
widest  range  of  topics,  broken 
down  into  the  renowned  Mitford 
acerbic  and  pithy  insights,  took 
up  editorship  of  the  magazine.  Sir 


LADY  MOSLEY  DURING  HER 
TIME  AS  EDITOR  OF  THE 
EUROPEAN 

Oswald,  apart  from  articles  in  his 
name.  wrote  a  monthly 
‘Analysis’  under  the  pen  name 
EUROPEAN. 

In  its  first  issue  the  case  of  Ezra 
Pound  was  examined.  Here  was  a 
man  who  since  the  w  ar  had  been 
confined  without  charge  or  trial 
to  a  United  States  lunatic  asylum 
this  was  identical  to  the  way 
Stalin  dealt  with  intellectuals, 
who  had  the  courage  and  honesty 
lo  speak  out.  In  Denis  Goacher. 
the  magazine  had  a  writer  who 
was  prepared  to  lake  up  the  so- 
called  democratic  Wests 
scandalous  behaviour  to  a  world- 
famous  author  and  poet.  His 
article  in  the  first  edition  DR 
LEA  VIS  or  MR  POUND  went 
onto  the  attack.  This  and 
subsequent  articles  revived 
interest  in  the  case  of  Pounds,  no 
charge  -  no  trial  incarceration. 
Critical  comments  on  his 


left  h  was  a  lesson  that  the 
Communists  had  long  since 
learned.  Ventures  such  as  the 
Left  Book  Club  together  with  the 
myriad  grouping  of  front 
organisations  and  fellow 
travellers  had  created  a  myth  that 
the  word  ‘intellectual'  and 
'communism'  were 

interchangeable.  It  was  an  uphill 
struggle  for  Mosley  and  British 
Union  to  equal  the  Left's  strategy 
but  the  Quarterly,  which  mutated 
into  the  British  Union 
Quarterly  in  January  1937.  did 
make  an  impact  and  was  a 
success.  Publication  ceased  in  the 
spring  of  1940  when  the  whole 
British  Union  organisation  was 
shut  down  by  diktat  of  the 
government. 


MOSLEY  SPEAKING  AT  KENSING  TON  TOWN  HALL  WITH 


THE  EUROPEAN  BANN1  R  AS  A  BACKDROP 


writings,  and  ensuing  debate, 
culminated  in  his  release  in  1958. 
One  of  the  major  success  stories 
of  the  magazine.  In  addition,  the 
bombing  of  Dresden  was 
critically  looked  at,  also  a 
number  of  tliought  provoking 
titles:  Spender  Spent;  Crisis  in 
Contemporary  Britain;  Obscurity 
in  Modern  Poetry  and  Where  The 
Businessman  Rides  High.  Even 
an  article  on  The  Case  for  a 
National  Lottery  was  explored 
Henry  Williamson,  one  of  the 
pre-war  writers,  contributed 
numerous  articles  together  with 
giving  a  voice  to  a  new  younger 
talent.  Alan  Neamc;  Desmond 
Stewart  (who  had  first  been 
published  by  Euphurion);  Roy 
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Macgrcgor-Hastic.  together  with 
Oswald  Pirow.  a  leading  South 
African  politician  who  embraced 
the  Mosley  policy;  Jacques 
Brousse;  Maurice  Rowdon; 
Michael  Harold  and  Izxiis 
Mainwaring-Gardner  were  just  a 
few  of  the  many  contributors. 
John  Haycock,  who  later  became 
a  well-known  novelist,  wrote 
brilliantly  for  the  European. 

MEET! NG  THE  DEADLINE 


The  practicalities  of  sustaining  a 
monthly  publication  were 

formidable.  A  central  london 
office  acted  as  the  clearing  house. 
Jeffrey  Hamm,  a  loyal  ex  18b 
prisoner,  later  to  become 
Mosley's  personal  secretary  was 
the  EUROPEAN’S  managing 
editor.  Each  month  proof  copies 
were  taken  to  Oonfert  or  Orsay 
for  checking.  On  his  return  the 
corrected  sheets  were  retyped  and 
taken  onto  Southend  to  meet  the 
printer's  deadline. 


COMRADE 


TOP  SI  IELF  DYNAMITE!  THE 
SHOP  WINDOW  OH  UNION 
MOVEMENT  DLSPI-WS 
COPIES  OF  THE  EUROPEAN 

was  rather  noisy-.  As  Hamm 
commented.  “He  was  a  hard 
taskmaster  but  drove  himself 
harder  What  was  he  like? 
Always  a  man  of  courage,  a  true 
aristocrat:  a  man  of  the  people-. 


STANDING  ALONE 

The  big  breakthrough  for  the  EUROPEAN  was  the  acceptance  for 
distribution  by  the  all  powerful  newspaper  and  magazine  wholesalers. 
This  meant  newsagents  and  station  bookstalls  displayed  copies  on 
their  shelves.  This  helped  enormously  with  the  continued  financing  of 
the  publication.  With  the  Cold  War  at  its  height,  a  number  of  other 
anti-soviet  publications  were  also  displayed  on  bookshop  shelves.  In 
Frances  Stoner  Saunders  book  WHO  PAID  THE  PIPER  (Granta 
Books)  it  is  revealed  that  the  American  Central  Intelligence  Agency 
was  active  in  subsidising  a  wide  range  of  pro-western  publications. 
PARTISAN  REVIEW;  NEW  LEADER  and  ENCOUNTER.  All 
received  hidden  bounty.  This  last  magazine  certainly  shared  shelf 
space  with  THE  EUROPEAN.  It  can  definitely  be  stated  that  the 
Mosleys  never  received  any  C.LA.  monies  often  disguised  as  grants 
from  respected  and  long-standing  charitable  foundations.  It  survived 
on  merit  alone,  during  its  six  years  of  life.  A  honourable  record 
untainted  by  American  hegemony. 


In  his  book.  ACTION  REPLAY 
Hamm  recalls  a  monthly 
rendezvous  in  Lc  Havre  as  the 
Mosleys  were  holidaying  in 
Normandy.  The  ‘about 
lunchtime'  meeting  saw  Hamm  at 
the  appointed  hotel  but  no  sign  of 
the  Mosleys.  An  hour  passed,  a 
drink  was  purchased.  The  patron 
asked  if  I  was  lunching  I 
declined,  anticipating  lunch  with 
them  when  they  arrived.  I  bought 
a  second  drink  and  sipped  it 
slowly;  all  the  other  guests  had 
lunched.  At  three  p.m.  they 
arrived  with  apologies  for  the 
delay,  but  no  word  of  lunch. 
Presumably  thinking  I  had  eaten. 
“We  have  a  lot  to  do”  said  Sir 
Oswald  as  he  ushered  me  into  the 
lounge.  He  began  to  dictate  and  I 
typed  furiously.  If  other  guests 
dared  to  disturb  us  with  their 
chatter,  they  were  frozen  into 
silence.  The  patron  came  to  ask  if 
we  were  taking  a  room  but  he 
was  waved  aside.  By  the  middle 
of  the  evening  the  work  was 
completed  and  a  bottle  of  wine 
was  ordered.  Mosley  did  not  stay 
to  drink  it  commenting,  "I  don’t 
think  we'll  co me  here  again,  it 


MOVING  ON 

By  1959  after  72  issues,  the 
magazine  had  done  its  job.  With 
the  coming  General  Election,  in 
which  Sir  Oswald  was  to  contest 
the  North  Kensington  seat,  it  was 
a  fitting  time  to  cease 
publication.  All  resources  needed 
to  be  refocused  on  the  awning 
struggle.  As  Mosley  said  “The 
purpose  of  THE  EUROPEAN  is 
fulfilled-. 

In  his  book.  ‘OSWALD 
MOSLEY’  Robert  Skidelsky 
praises  THE  EUROPEAN  as  “An 
impressive  achievement 

containing  some  of  Mosley’s  best 
polemical  writings.  The 
magazine  attracted  some 
excellent  and  serious  writers-. 
Diana  Mosley  recently 
commented.  “The  political  side 
of  THE  EUROPEAN  has  lost  its 
actuality  but  it  is  a  reminder  of 
Mosley’s  farsightedness-. 

WE  ARE  PLEASED  TO 
RECORD  THE  ASSISTANCE 
OF  LADY  MOSLEY  DM  IHE 
PREPARATION  OF  THIS 
ARTICLE 


SUNSHINE 


AND 


SHADOWS 


•  * 

Twenty-six  years  ago,  Diana  Mosley, 
published  her  autobiography  ‘A  Life  of 
Contrasts'.  It  attracted  rave  reviews  ‘witty 
and  amusing’  ‘A  candid  page-turning 
memoir’  ‘An  autobiography  of  real 
distinction’  Encouraged,  she  went  on  to 
write  distinguished  books  on  her  friendships 
with  the  Duchess  of  Windsor  (1980)  and 
Loved  Ones,  a  compendium  profile  of  close 
and  loyal  friends,  which  included  an 
enlightened  chapter  on  Sir  Oswald. 

In  2002,  Lady  Mosley  was  approached  with 
the  idea  of  re-publishing  A  Life  of 
Contrasts  with  some  additions  covering  the 
intervening  years. 

The  result  has  once  again  become  a  best 
seller  already  going  into  reprint. 

Utterly  absorbing .  Irish  Independent 

Wholly  if  grittily  a  Mitford  book  Times 
Sharp,  amusing  and  well-written  New  Statesman 
Engrossing  Evening  Standard 

She  is  a  wonderful  writer  BBC  Radio  4 

Incapable  of  being  dull  ... 

An  autobiography  of  real  distinction  Sunday  Times 

Just  some  of  the  current  accolades. 

The  additional  good  news  is  that  the 
publishers  have  lowered  the  price!  It  is  now 
available  for  £8.99  from  all  good 
booksellers. 

Gibson  Square  Books  ISBN:  1 -903933-20-X 
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Who  stitched  up  William  Swift,  Patriot  not  Traitor? 


Titer*  was  quite  an  active  branch  of  British  l  nion  in  Portsmouth 
before  the  last  War.  The  driving  force  of  the  Pompey  Blackshirts 
was  Vice  Admiral  Powell.  Apart  from  being  the  town's  District 
Leader  he  was  also  the  BU  Prospective  Parliamentary  Candidate 
for  this  important  naval  port. 


By  George  W  .  Swift. 


If  ' 


r  ! 


_  .^4  , _ 

VICE  ADMIRAI  POWEIJ  SI- I  N  Tt  >  HU  I  I  IT  BEHIND 
MOSLEY 


Once  war  was  declared.  Powell 
fell  he  could  no  longer  campaign 
for  peace  while  his  country  was 
at  war  and  withdrew  from 
membership.  His  decision  was 
respected  by  the  Leader  though 
the  majority  of  Blackshirts 
continued  to  fight  for  "Peace  with 
Honour,  Empire  Intact  and 
British  People  Safe'. 

Fred  Watts  took  over  as  District 
leader  and  William  Swift,  a  57- 
ycar-old  warehouseman,  became 
Assistant  District  Leader  (Sales). 
There  were  70  card  carrying 
members  of  the  movement  in 
Portsmouth  in  the  Spring  of  1940 
and  a  vigorous  campaign  was 
carried  out  on  the  streets  to  put 
across  Mosley’s  peace  proposals. 
This  included  large  street 
meetings  and  regular  door-to- 
door  sales  of  "Action". 

Fred  became  rather  concerned 
about  a  local  woman  member 
called  Mrs  Ingram.  She  had  been 
bom  in  Germany  but  acquired 
British  citizenship  when  she 
married  an  English  RAF  pilot. 
The  problem  was.  she  was 
always  telling  people  how 
wonderful  she  thought  Hitler 
was.  This  was  not  British 
Union's  policy  and  was  clearly 
inviting  trouble  in  1940.  So  Fred 
wrote  to  her  telling  her  in  no 
uncertain  terms  not  to  attend  any 
more  British  Union  meetings  or 
attempt  to  speak  for  the 
movement. 


MCE  ADMIRAL  POWELL  IN 


BLACKSHIRT  UNIFORM 
A  CHANCE'  MEETING 
WITH  MR  KASHLKIGH 

Mrs  Ingram  was  employed  as  a 
cleaner  for  a  high  ranking  Royal 
Navy  officer.  One  day  she  met  a 
man  called  Cecil  Rashlcigh  who 
was  painting  the  llal  where  she 
worked.  Thcv  fell  into 


conversation  and  Mrs  Ingram 
told  Rashlcigh  that  she  was  a 
fascist  and  believed  the  war  was 
wrong.  Rashlcigh  agreed  w  ith  her 
and  asked  if  he  could  join  British 
Union. 

Mrs  Ingram  directed  Rashlcigh  to 
William  Swift’s  house  in 
Copythome  Road.  They  had  a 
long  talk  which  ended  in 
Rashlcigh  joining  British  Union 
and  being  issued  with  a  paid-up 
membership  card.  In  the  course 
of  the  talk  Rashlcigh  told  Swift 
he  was  unemployed.  The 
Assistant  District  leader 
suggested  that  Rashlcigh  should 
join  the  newly  formed  Home 
Guard  in  the  mistaken  belief  that 
it  offered  paid  employment. 

The  new  member  said  he  had  a 
friend  in  the  Army  who  was  very 
disgruntled  and  asked  if  he  could 
bring  him  along  to  their  next 
meeting.  This  was  agreed  and  a 
few  days  later  Cecil  Rashlcigh 
introduced  Corporal  Joseph 
Baron  to  Swift  and  Mrs  Ingram. 
The  general  policy  of  British 
Union  was  discussed. 

WATTS.  INGRAM  AND 
SW  IFT  ARRESTED 
A  few  days  later,  the  police 
raided  Watts'  home  at  56 
Orchard  Road,  which  was  also 
the  District  Headquarters  for 
Portsmouth,  and  arrested  him. 
Mrs  Ingram  and  William  Swift. 
The  charge  against  them  was  that 
they  had  coaspired  to  persuade 
Rashlcigh  to  join  the  Home 
Guard  so  that  he  would  have 
access  to  a  rifle  and  ammunition, 
which  he  could  use  to  help  the 
Germans  when  they  invaded 
Portsmouth.  Corporal  Baron  also 
accused  them  of  asking  him  to 
obtain  blueprints  of  the  latest 
British  tanks,  which  Mrs  Ingrams 
said  she  had  ways  of  sending  to 
Germany. 

Watts.  Ingrams  and  Swift 
vehemently  denied  all  the 
charges  and  pointed  out  that 
Mosley’s  instructions  were  to  do 
nothing  to  harm  this  country  and 
to  light  to  the  death  if  anybody 
invaded  Britain.  Swift  also 
claimed  that  he  had  been 
suspicious  of  the  two  new 
recruits  from  the  start  and 
thought  their  interest  in  British 
Union  was  "fishy’. 

Anybody  reading  the  transcript  of 
the  trial  today  would  gain  the 
distinct  impression  that  the 
charges  brought  were  amateurish. 


amt  rived  and  unbelievable.  The 
defence  lawyer  seemed  very 
disinterested  in  his  clients.  For 
example.  he  never  asked 
Rashleigh  the  obvious  question: 
w  hy  he  joined  British  Union  after 
the  first  meeting  if  he  thought 
that  treasonable  acts  were 
discussed. 

In  fact,  the  whole  case  stank  to 
high  Heaven.  But  during  this 
period  of  Fifth  Column  Panic, 
people  would  believe  anything. 
Even  that  Belgium  had  been 
overrun  by  German  paratroopers 
on  bicycles  dressed  as  nuns. 
Fourteen  years  penal  servitude 
Despite  the  fact  that  the  only 
evidence  was  the  word  of 
Rashlcigh  and  Baron.  Swift  was 
sentenced  to  14  years  penal 
servitude  and  Mrs  Ingram  to  10 


DISTRICT  LEADER  FRED 
WATT’S  WHO  HAD  A1J 
CHARGES  DISMISSED  WAS 
LATER  ARRESTED  UNDER 
REGL’IjMK  >N  18B  AND 
INTERNED  ON  THE  ISLE  OF 
MAN 

years.  The  charges  against  Watts 
were  dismissed. 

If  the  case  had  been  brought  three 
months  later,  it  would  have  been 
fought  under  the  new  Treachery 
Act  of  1940.  which  would  have 
made  Swift  liable  to  the  death 
penalty! 

The  yellow  press,  headed  by  the 
Daily  Express,  had  a  field  day 
over  the  verdicl  and  ran  the 
headline  ’Fascist  Spy  Ring 
Smashed  in  Portsmouth’. 

William  Swift  had  two  sons  who 
were  also  members  of  British 


Union.  One  of  these.  Able 
Seaman  Harold  Swift,  died 
fighting  for  his  country  when 
II MS  Barham  was  sunk.  The 
other,  C.  R.  Swift,  also  died  on 
active  combat  when  bis  RAF 
bomber  was  shot  down  on  a 
raid  over  Germany. 

William,  branded  a  traitor,  had  to 
endure  the  grief  of  the  loss  of 
both  sons  alone  in  the  grey 
confines  of  Parkhurst  Prison.  His 
wife  deserted  him.  his  home  was 
broken  up  and  his  constant 
appeals  claiming  his  innocence 
were  ignored. 

HELP  FROM  AN 
UNEXPECTED  QUARTER 
After  the  War,  an  organisation 
was  formed  under  the  leadership 
of  George  Orwell  to  fight  for 
justice  for  prisoners  who  were 
considered  to  have  been 
sentenced  too  harshly.  As  a  result 
of  an  approach  by  one  of  Swift’s 
relatives  to  this  organisation,  the 
name  of  w  hich  escapes  me  at  this 
distance  of  time,  it  decided  to 
take  up  his  case. 

The  Committee  of  this 
organisation  included  Bertram 
Russell.  Michael  Fool  Fenner 
Brockway.  Benjamin  Britain. 
Lord  Cohen  and  even  British 
Union's  old  arch-enemy  Harold 
Laski  who  had  run  his  own  spy 
inside  British  Union’s  National 
Headquarters.  Never  the  less,  to 
their  eternal  credit  these 
opponents  of  fascism  started  a 
campaign  for  Swift’s  release  in 
1947.  This  was  led  by  the 
organisation's  Secretary.  a 
youthful  George  W’oodcock.  later 
to  become  General  Secretary  of 
the  Trade  Union  Congress. 

George  bombarded  the  Home 
Office  with  letters,  which  finally 
helped  to  obtain  the  release  of 
Swift  oiler  serving  seven  long 
years  of  his  sentence.  Now  64 
and  with  no  home,  no  wife  and 
two  sons  dead.  William  Swift  had 
to  begin  the  process  of  trying  to 
rebuild  his  life  and  find 
employment  late  in  life  whilst 
branded  with  the  stigma  of 
"traitor'. 

Continued  on  page  20 
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6 BRA VEHE ARTS  IN  BLACKSHIRTS’ 


THE  BRITISH  UNION  IN 
SCOTLAND 

FROM  NEW  PARTY  TO  BLACKSHIRTS 

Today,  when  reading  books  on  Ibe  history  of  British  Union  one 
could  be  forgiven  for  thinking  that  the  Blackshirts  had  been  an 
exclusively  English  Movement  concentrated  predominately  in  the 
East  End  of  Ixmdon.  However,  from  its  very  beginning  the 
Movement  had  branches  that  covered  the  entire  United  Kingdom 
with  Scotland  providing  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  with  many  of  his 
most  loyal  and  active  members. 


By  John  Anderson 


MAUD.  LADY  MOSLEY  PRESENTS  COLOURS  TO  OF1CER  IN 
CH  ARGE  JOHN  RIDLEY  OUTSIDE  THE  DUMFRIES  BRANCH 

SCOTLAND'S  buf 

administration 

In  December  1933,  the  Dalbeattie 


When  formed  in  October  1932. 
much  of  British  Union  of  Fascists 
support  was  drawn  from  the 
former  membership  of  the  New 
Party.  In  Scotland  the  New  Party 
had  stood  live  candidates  in  the 
1931  Parliamentary  elections;  Dr 
Robert  Forgan.  William  W 
Gilmour.  Major  Randolph 
Dudgeon,  Joeph  Mellick  and 
William  Stevenson.  With  the 
ultimate  collapse  of  the  New 
Party  both  Robert  Forgan  and 
William  Gilmour  continued  their 
association  of  the  BIJF.  Robert 
Forgan  being  appointed  Director 
of  Organisation  and  William 
Gilmour  as  Officer  in  Charge  of 
the  Research  Department. 


DR  ROBERT  FORGAN 


As  Director  of  Organisation  and 
Second  in  Command  of  the 
Movement.  Dr  Robert  Forgan 
was  responsible  for  expanding 
the  organisation  throughout 
Britain.  With  the  exception  of 
Defence  Force  Control  and 
Publications  almost  every  other 
Department  came  under  his  direct 
control.  William  W  Gilmour  as 
Officer  in  Charge  of  Research 
produced  the  Propoganda 
Department’s  all  important 
•Speakers  Notes'  and  the 
headquarters  fortnightly 

•Speakers  Bulletin".  He  had  also 
previously  been  responsible  far 
The  Fascist  News’  prior  to  its 
incorporation  into  ‘The 
Blackshirt*. 

Two  further  Scots,  who  had  been 
New  Party  activists,  also  became 


founder  members  of  British 
Union.  These  were  Richard  A 
Plalhcn  and  James  M  Little.  As 
National  Political  Officer. 
Richard  Dick"  Plalhcn  organised 
the  South  Western 

Administrative  Area  from  its 
headquarters  at  Plymouth.  From 
here  he  launched  a  major 
campaign  to  promote  sales  of  the 
fascist  newspapers;  this  included 
him  personally  leading  Blackshirt 
Action  Teams  in  sales  drive  on 
the  streets.  He  would  later  lead 
the  Blackshirts  in  East  Anglia 
during  what  became  known  as 
‘The  Tithe  War’.  Here  British 
Union  actively  supported  the 
local  farmers  in  what  was  seen  by 
many  as  a  totally  unjust  tax.  Back 
across  the  border.  Deputy  Branch 
Officer  James  M  Little  was  a 
well-known  public  figure  in  his 
home  town  of  Dalbeattie  where 
he  was  Town  clerk  and  manager 
of  the  local  bank.  He  was 
considered  an  authority  on  local 
government  in  Scotland  and  was 
dubbed  ’Scotland’s  first  Fascist". 


JAMES  LITTLE 

BUF  SCOTLAND 
CAMPAIGN 

During  October  1933.  under  the 
command  of  Senior  Political 
Officer.  Captain  Vincent  Collier 
the  first  BUF  Scotland  campaign 
was  launched.  Supported  by 
Deputy  Branch  Cffioer  James  M 
little  the  two  men  toured  the 
Scottish  counties  linking  up  the 
many  groups  and  members  to 
form  die  nucleus  of  a  Scottish 
organisation.  Their  results  were 
remarkable:  within  three  months 
these  isolated  groups  had  been 
organised  into  the  Scottish 


Administrative  Area  with 
branches  in  Dalbeattie,  Dum fires. 
Edinburgh.  Gatehouse  on  Fleet. 
Glasgow  and  Motherwell  and 
supported  by  numerous  sub- 
branchcs  and  groups  throughout 
the  country.  For  their  excellent 
efforts.  Captain  Collier  was 
promoted  to  National  Political 
Officer  with  responsibility  for 
propaganda  throughout  the  North 
of  England  and  Scotland  -  while 
D.B.O.  Little  became  Deputy 
Administrative  Officer  and  was 
appointed  Officer  in  Charge  of 
Scotland. 

To  underline  the  remarkable 
growth  in  the  Scottish 
organisation  and  to  demonstrate 
National  Headquarters 

recognition  of  the  Scottish 
culture  and  contribution  to  the 
Cause,  in  January  1934  the 
Leader  authorised  the  wearing  of 
the  kilt  by  the  Scottish  members. 
This  uniform  had  of  course  to 
comply  with  the  Fascist  policy  of 
embracing  all  clans  and  classes: 
therefore,  it  was  only  permitted 
in  a  neutral  grey.  In  addition,  to 
ensure  it  did  not  interfere  with 
the  wearing  of  the  Clan  Tartan, 
the  regulations  stipulated  that  it 
could  only  to  be  worn  with  a 
regulation  blackshirt. 


WILLIAM  W  GILMOUR 


Branch  located  in  the  county  of 
Dumfriesshire  became  the  home 
of  the  Scottish  Area 
Headquarters.  With  Deputy 
Brandi  Officer  James  M  Little’s 
appointment  to  Deputy 
Administrative  Officer  for 
Scotland,  his  previous  post  of 
Branch  Organiser  now  passed  to 
D.B.O.  Gibson  who  in  turn 
became  Dalbeattie’s  Officer  in 
Charge.  D.A.O.  Little  and  his 
assistant.  Branch  Officer,  Hatton 
E  Duff,  of  the  Edinburgh  Branch 
visited  the  many  newly  formed 
branches  and  groups  to  educate 
the  members  on  Blackshirt  policy 
and  organisation.  With  the 
continued  support  of  Captain 
Collier  who  regularly  addressed 
meetings;  membership 

throughout  the  area  began  to  rise 
dramatically. 

•RED’  TERROR  BEGINS 
The  first  British  Union  meeting 
in  Scotland  to  be  addressed  by 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  was  at  the 
Drill  Hall.  Dumfries  on  6th  April 
1934.  This  gave  the  Soots  their 
first  opportunity  to  hear  the 
Leader  put  the  case  for  Fascism 
in  Scotland.  But  it  also  gave  the 
local  Communists  their  chance  to 
launch  a  major  attack  on  the 
Movement. 

Trouble  began  a  few  hours  before 
the  meeting  was  due  to  start 
when  around  twenty  fuses  for  the 
lighting  system  were  smashed. 
However,  an  alert  Blackshirt 
steward  discovered  the  damage 
and  the  lighting  was  quickly 
restored.  When  the  meeting 
commenced,  the  hall  was  packed 
with  an  audience  of  almost  four 
thousand  and  as  Sir  Oswald 
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mounted  the  platform  a  rousing 
cheer  went  up.  This  was  too 
much  for  a  handful  of  Reds  and 
as  the  Leader  commenced  his 
speech  a  series  of  interruptions 
followed.  After  the  customary 
three  warnings,  and  the  continual 
refusal  of  the  Communists  to 
retake  their  seats,  the  Leader 
instructed  the  stewards  to  remove 
them  from  the  HalL  During  the 
melee,  which  followed,  one  of 
the  Reds  produced  a  razor  and 
slashed  a  steward  across  the  face. 
Luckily,  a  first  aid  station  had 
been  prepared  and  the  Blackshirt 
was  able  to  received  immediate 
attention  Order  was  restored  in 
the  Hall  and  Mosley  went  on 
with  the  speech  the  audience  had 
come  to  hear. 

This  outbreak  of  violence  did  not 
damage  the  Movement  as  the 
Communists  had  hoped.  Instead 
it  provided  the  local  Blackshirts 
with  great  publicity  in  their  fight 
to  establish  freedom  of  speech.  A 
week  later  Deputy  Branch 
Officer  John  H  Hone  opened  the 
Dumfries  Branch  headquarters  at 
17  Queen  Street,  and  by  June 
over  200  active  and  non-active 
members  had  been  enrolled. 
Through  the  excellent  work  ofhis 
Assistant  Propaganda  Officers;  A 
Hyslop  and  J  McLean,  sub¬ 
branches  were  formed  at 
Lockerbie,  with  Sub  Branch 
Officer  G  Wool  ford  commanding 
and  Thornhill  where  the  Sub 
Branch  Officer  was  John  D 
Ridley.  In  addition  groups  were 
also  raised  at  Annan,  Castle 
Douglas  and  Moffatt. 


RICHARD  ‘DICK’  PIATHEN 
‘AULP  REEKIE’  AND  THE 
USHER  HALL  MEETING 

Following  the  Leader’s 
resounding  success  at  Dunfries 
plans  for  an  even  larger  meeting, 
this  time  for  the  capital 
Edinburgh,  were  quickly  drawn 
up.  To  assist  the  Scottish  Area 
Staff.  Dick  Plathen  was 
transferred  to  Edinburgh  from 
NHQ  in  May  and  appointed  Area 
Organising  Officer  for  Scotland. 
Here  he  immediately  secured  the 
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LONDON  DEFENCE  FORCE  EN-ROUTE  TO  EDINBURGH 
FOR  THE  LEADERS  USHER  HALL  MEETING  ON  isr  JUNE 


Usher  Hall,  the  largest  indoor 
meeting  place  in  the  entire  city, 
for  the  Leader's  next  rally.  The 
meeting,  arranged  for  1“  June, 
was  assured  an  enthusiastic 
audience  for  in  Edinburgh  three 
branches  had  been  formed  over 
the  previous  six  months. 

Opened  in  December  1933, 
Edinburgh  No  1  Branch  operated 
from  offices  at  North  Bridge 
under  the  command  of  Branch 
Organiser.  Hatton  E  Duff. 
However,  following  his 
promotion  to  the  Scottish  Area 
Staff,  by  May  the  Branch  was 
under  the  temporary  command  of 
Assistant  Propaganda  Officer  J  A 
Pettic.  The  branch  contained 
excellent  facilities  with  separate 
offices  for  the  senior  staff,  a 
lecture  room  for  the  weekly 
‘Speakers’  classes,  a  canteen 
under  the  control  of  Fascist  Tait 
and  a  drill  hall  for  the  training  of 
the  Defence  Force.  The  Women’s 
Section  and  Edinburgh  No  I 
Branch  shared  this 
accommodation  until  March 
1934,  when,  after  a  kind  donation 
by  one  of  the  lady  members,  a 
separate  branch  for  the  women 
was  opened  at  8  Hope  Street, 
with  Women's  Officer  Miss 
Marie  Inglis  in  command. 
Finally,  the  third  Edinburgh 
branch,  formed  in  January  1934, 
was  located  at  the  local 
University  and  here  the  Officer  in 
Charge  was  Sub  Branch  Officer 
Geddes. 


8  HOPE  STREET 


(CONTEMPORARY  PICTURE) 
In  late  May.  information  was 
received  that  the  Communist 
Party  had  created  ‘storm 
sections’  which  would  be  used  to 
smash  all  future  Blackshirt 
rallies.  It  was  decided  to 
reinforce  the  local  Blackshirt 
stewards  with  detachments  sent 
from  the  North  East,  North  West 
and  London  Defence  Forces. 
Thus  at  8pm  on  Friday.  !”  June 
the  Usher  Hall  not  only  had  an 
audience  of  thousands 
containing;  religious  Ministers, 
prominent  lawyers,  city 
councillors,  farmers,  clerks  and 
shop  assistants  -  but  a  combined 
formation  of  some  300  stewards 


|  1934 

in  attendance. 

Sir  Oswald  entered  the  packed 
Hall  amid  the  rousing  applause  of 
his  supporters  and  after  mounting 
the  platform  the  Blackshirts 
lining  the  isles  give  the  lull  arm 
salute.  From  the  moment  the 
Leader  began  his  speech  until  he 
answered  the  final  question  not 
the  slightest  disturbance 
occurred.  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  and 
British  Union  had  been  given  a 
tremendous  reception  by  the 
people  of  Edinburgh  that 
matched  anything  south  of  the 
border  -  and  many  important  new 
recruits  were  won.  However, 
outside  the  Hall  the  ‘Red  Storm’ 
was  gathering  as  Communists 
from  the  Cannongate  and 
Tollcross  districts  began  to  mass. 
Unusually  the  local  authorities 
had  banned  the  Blackshirts  from 
parading  and  marching  back  to 
their  headquarters  after  the 
meeting.  They  had  also  instructed 
that  all  Blackshirts  should 
disperse  in  small  groups  and 
leave  via  their  hired  coaches 
As  each  section  left  the  hall  the 
Communists,  sensing  their 
opportunity,  surged  forward  to 
the  police  lines  and  launched  a 
hail  of  bricks,  bottles  and  stones. 
The  Blackshirts,  pushed  on  by 
the  police  towards  their  coaches, 
began  to  lose  cohesion  and 
isolated  members  were  soon 
mobbed  by  the  Reds.As  punches 
and  kicks  rained  down  on  their 
fallen  comrades,  a  number  of 
Blackshirts  bravely  fought  their 
way  back  and  dragged  the  now 
unconscious  men  to  what  they 
thought  would  be  the  safety  of 
the  waiting  coaches.  However, 
the  Communists  now  turned  their 
attention  to  the  parked  vehicles, 
and  as  they  began  to  fill  with 
bleeding.  bruised  and 
unconscious  Blackshirts,  another 
hail  of  missiles  was  launched.  As 
the  windows  of  coach  after  coach 
was  smashed,  it  was  there  that 
some  of  the  worst  injuries  were 
received,  mainly  by  the 
Manchester  Section,  as  glass 


began  showering  in  on  the 
trapped  men.  Only  once  the 
coaches  had  pulled  out  and  were 
rushing  the  injured  to  the 
Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary  could 
the  scale  of  the  causalities  be 
assessed.  Several  Blackshirts  lay 
unconscious  with  a  further  dozen 
requiring  treatment  for  serious 
cuts.  One  member,  Joseph  Wood 
from  Manchester,  would  remain 
in  hospital  for  several  weeks  as 
surgeons  battled  to  remove  glass 
from  both  his  eyes. 
Unfortunately,  their  work  was 
only  partially  successful  as  the 
young  Blackshirt  was  left  blind  in 
one  eye. 

The  violence  shown  against  the 
Movement  once  again  produced  a 
surge  of  new  recruits  and  before 
the  month  was  out  a  forth 
Edinburgh  branch  has  formed  at 
9  Grove  Street,  in  the  west  of  the 
city.  The  branch  was  officially 
opened  by  Dr  Forgan  and  on  his 
arrival  he  was  met  at  the  entrance 
by  a  kilted  piper  and  then  greeted 
by  the  Branch  Officer  W  A 
Hope-Wynne.  The  premises, 
which  consisted  of  two  roomy 
shops,  were  decorated  in  black 
and  gold  and  clearly 
demonstrated  the  loyal 
sentiments  of  the  Movement  by 
the  flying  of  the  Union  Jack  and 
the  Scottish  Royal  Ensign.  Three 
further  Blackshirt  groups  were 
also  formed  at  this  time  on  the 
outskirts  of  Edinburgh  in  Leith. 
Portobello  and  Mussleburgh. 

REORGANISATION 
With  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
Movement  across  Scotland 
during  the  summer  of  1934.  the 
time  was  right  to  reorganise  the 
Scottish  Command.  With  Dick 
Plathen  as  Area  Organiser  and 
James  Little  as  the 
Administrative  Officer  for 
Scotland  the  area  was  now 
divided  into  Northern  and 
Southern  Sub-Areas. 

The  Northern  Area,  under  the 
command  of  D.A.O.  Duff,  was 
based  in  Edinburgh  while  the 
Southern  Area,  organised  by 


COMRADE 


II 


OCTOBER  2003 

D.A.O.  Hone,  was  administered 
from  Dumfries.  The  women  s 
organisation  was  also 
restructured  along  similar  lines 
with  Miss  Marie  Inglis  promoted 
to  Womens  Area  Officer 
(Northern)  and  Mrs  Milford 
Hone,  the  Women's  Officer  for 
Dumfries,  appointed  as  Women's 
Area  Officer  (Southern). 


JOHN  H  HONK 


Scottish  Propaganda  now  came 
under  the  organisational  talents 
of  MR  C  Bryham  Oliver  who 
was  appointed  Deputy 
Propaganda  Officer.  D.P.O. 
Oliver  had  previously  been  the 
organiser  of  the  Junior 
Conservative  Branches  in 
Scotland  and  had  been  on  the 
personal  staff  of  the  Scottish 
Conservative  Chief  Whip.  To 
assist  him.  D.P.O.  Oliver  had  a 
number  of  excellent  Assistant 
Propaganda  Officers  which 
included;  A  Aspmall  and  W  M 
Bissen  in  Edinburgh;  A  Hyslop 


branch  its  colours,  a  Union  Jack 
and  a  black  flag  with  the  British 
Fascist  emblem  in  gold,  to 
Deputy  Branch  Officer  John  D 
Ridley  who  had  become  Officer 
in  Charge  following  the 
promotion  of  John  Hone. 

GLASGOW 

The  West  of  Scotland  also 
produced  several  very  active 
branches  the  most  significant 
being  the  Glasgow  Branch 
located  in  a  traditionally  strong 
Socialist  area. 

In  Glasgow,  the  British  Union 
headquarters  in  Bath  Street,  was 
subjected  to  an  almost  continuous 
assault  from  the  local 
Communists.  Under  the 
command  of  Deputy  Branch 
Officer  H  McAdam  Tiffin,  the 
Glasgow  Branch  was  fortunate  to 
have  some  very  dedicated  and 
able  members-  Assistant 
Propaganda  Officer  Angus 
Baxter  could  normally  attract 
audiences  of  around  seven 
hundred  for  his  meeting  -  even  in 
the  most  inhospitable  areas.  At 
their  regular  weekly  pitches  in 
Sauchichull  Street  and  West 
Campbell  Street  the  Blackshirt 
speaker  would  often  receive 
verbal  and  physical  assaults 
ending  on  occasions  with  running 
banles  thorough  the  surrounding 
streets.  , 
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«  Jk  la  V  » 

A  CONTEMPLATIVE  MOSLEY 
AT  A  1934  MEETING 


close  all  Blackshirt  meeting  and 
sales  drives  throughout  Glasgow . 
In  August,  at  meetings  addressed 
by  A.P.O.  Baxter,  in  the  Queen's 
Park  district.  D.B.O.  Tiffin  and 
Unit  leader  Lockycr  were  both 
punched  in  the  face  while  the 
following  week  Blackshirt 
Salmond.  of  the  Propaganda 
Department,  received  kicks  to  his 
back.  However,  the  most  serious 
incident  occurred  when  during  a 
sales  drive  in  West  Campbell 
Street.  Communists  armed  with 
lead-piping  and  knuckle  dusters 
attacked  a  small  party  of  Scottish 
Blackshirts.  Baxter.  Gilmour, 
Healy.  Judd.  Smith.  Toby  and 
Weir  were  viciously  assaulted 
with  A.P.O.  Baxter  and  Judd 


and  J  McLean  for  Dumfries;  and 
A  Baxter  in  Glasgow . 

At  the  end  of  June  Lady  Mosley. 
Director  of  the  Women's 
Organisation,  while  on  her 
official  tour  of  Scotland,  visited 
the  Edinburgh  and  Dumfries 
branches.  While  in  Edinburgh  she 
addressed  a  large  meeting  of  the 
women  members  at  their 
headquarters  and  congratulated 
them  on  their  magnificent  work. 
Later  she  visited  the  Royal 
Infirmary  where  Joseph  Wood, 
the  Manchester  Blackshirt,  who 
was  partially  blinded  during  the 
violence  at  the  Usher  Hall,  was 
still  being  cared  for.  At  Dumfries. 
Lady  Mosley  presented  the 


BLACKSHIRT  MEMBERS  ON  A 
SCOT!  .AND 

During  the  summer  a  concerted 
effort  was  made  by  the  Reds  to 
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requiring  hospital  treatment.  The 
remainder,  all  badly  bruised, 
were  forced  to  return  to  their 
headquarters. 

Undaunted,  sales  of  the 
'Blackshirt'  newspaper 

dramatically  increased  under  the 
control  of  Sales  Officer  Toby, 
who  now  arranged  special  sales 
drives  throughout  Glasgow  and 
the  surrounding  towns  of 
Kilmarnock.  Greenock  and 
Helensburgh.  Sales  were  so 
successful  that  one  of  his  men. 
Blackshirt  E  Healy.  was 
recognised  for  his  excellent 
selling  skills  by  the  award  of  a 
signed  copy  of  the  Leader’s  book 
‘The  Greater  Britain'  for  his  sales 
or  the  •Blackshirt'  newspaper 
which  topped  67  copies  in  one 
week. 


DUMFRIESS  BLACKSHIRTS  FORMED  INTO  A  LIFE  SAVING 
SQUAD 


A  BLACKSHIRT'  SUMMER 
CAMP  IN  GALLOWAY, 
SCOTLAND 


The  culmination  of  all  their  hard 
work  resulted  in  the  first  indoor 
meeting  for  the  Glasgow 
Blackshirts  in  the  St  Andrews 
Hall.  Inside,  the  speakers.  D.B.O. 
Tiffin  and  Bryham  Oliver,  now 
Senior  Propaganda  Officer  For 
Scotland,  were  given  a  rousing 
reception  with  only  one 
disturbance  recorded.  This  was 
when  a  demonstrator  attempted 
to  interrupt  Mr  Tiffin’s  speech 
but  he  was  quickly  escorted  out 
by  the  well-drilled  stewards. 
Outside  the  hall  was  a  different 
matter.  Before  the  meeting,  the 
police  were  forced  to  baton 
charge  the  Red  mob  who  had 
gathered  in  an  attempt  to 
prevent  the  audience  from 
entering  the  building.  Following 
the  meeting  die  Branch 
Headquarters  received  a  constant 
stream  of  enquiries  from 
Glaswegians  seeking  further 
information  on  the  Movement 
and  its  policies  for  Scotland. 

DECEMBKR  1934 
The  end  of  the  year  brought  little 
rest  for  the  Scottish  Blackshirts 
with  propaganda  and  sales  drives 
continuing  throughout  the  winter 
months.  However,  there  was  still 
time  for  both  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow  branches  to  receive 
their  branch  colours  from  A.O. 
Little  and  D.A.O.  Duff 
respectively.  While  at  Dalbeattie 
the  local  branch  held  a  'Ladies 
Night*  which  resulted  in  the 
announcement  of  the  recruitment 
of  their  first  women  members.  As 
1934  came  to  a  dose,  Mosley's 
Tartan  Army  was  well  and  truly 
on  the  march,  {to  be  continued) 


■* - - - 

European  Socialism 
Automation 
Problem  and  Power 
Wagner  and  Shaw 

All  three  booklets  written  by 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  are 
original  reprints  from  articles 
first  published  in  The 
European. 

I  Available  in  one  lot  £3.00 
post  free.  Please  make  cheques 
payable  to  FOM.  Send  to 
BCM/FOM.  London.  WCIN 
3XX 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


(»ulag:  a  history-  of  the 
Soviet  camps 

By  Anne  Applcbaum 
Allan  lane  £  25.00 
ISBN:  0713  993227 

Facts.  Facts.  Facts. 
2.561,351  prisoners  in  1950.  A 
million  more  than  in  1945.  In 
1929  Stalin  imposed  forced 
labour  to  speed  industrialisation 
and  exploit  natural  resources.  The 
full  horror  of  the  story  was 
underway. 

The  generic  word  Gulag,  an 
acronym  of  Glavnoc  upravlenie 
lagerei  meaning  Main  Camp 


Administration  covered  slave 
labour  camps  in  all  its  forms. 

By  1939  Gulags  were  established 
in  every  one  of  the  Soviet 
Union's  twelve  time  zones. 
Grandiose  schemes  such  as  the 
White  Sea  Canal  largely  hewn 
from  solid  granite  needed  labour 
and  plenty  of  iL  The  most  trivial 
offence  could  lead  to  cattle  truck 
transportation,  to  some  far  away, 
often  Siberian  prison  camp 
conveniently  located  near  to  the 
fields  of  exploitation.  As  so  often 
in  Soviet  history,  the  greatest 
enthusiasts  of  the  regime  eager  to 
do  Stalin's  bidding,  were  those 
caught  up  in  the  party  machine, 
accused  of  sabotage  and 
traitorous  acts;  Yagoda. 
Eichmans,  Fliner,  Kogan  and 
Berzin  all  earned  the  gratitude  of 
a  single  bullet  in  the  back  of  the 
head. 

Why  lias  this  hook  taken  such  a 
long  time  coming?  A  parochial 
reason  must  be  the  latter  day 
release  of  inner  sanctum 


documents.  But  Khrusdiev  blew 
the  lid  off  the  story  in  his 
‘secret’,  deliberately  leaked  to  the 
west,  speech  to  the  Politburo  in 
1956.  Nearly  fifty  years  has 
elapsed.  Major  writers  such  as 
Alexander  Solzhenitsyn,  an  ex- 
prisoner.  did  emerge  under  the 
patronage  of  Nikita  to  expose  the 
story  but  ended  up  an  exile.  A 
reluctance  of  western  academia 
to  rock  the  boat  in  their  cosy  left 
of  centre  world?  (some  proof  of 
this  beyond  anecdotal  evidence 
docs  exist).  While  new  angles, 
however  tenuous  are  published 
every  week  on  the  German 
experience  often  followed  by  an 
equally  tedious  television 
documentary.  Little  by 
comparison  has  been  exposed  on 
the  crimes  of  the  USSR.  The 
story  of  Perm  and  its  dead  eyed 
inmates  plus  the  odd  dramatised 
talc,  immediately  come  to  mind. 
And  that’s  about  it.  The  term 
•concentration  camps'  was 
dropped  in  1930  in  fevour  of 


promoted”.  As  Barry  argues, 
“multiculturist  politics  are  not  in 
general  well  designed  to  advance 
liberty  and  equality  and  (he 
implementation  of  such  policies 
tends  to  make  a  retreat  from 
both". 

RESTRICTIVE  PRACTICES 
The  book  also  explores,  in  detail, 
the  American  experience,  which 
in  so  many  ways  is  often  a 
precursor  for  what  will  shortly  be 
visited  upon  us.  The  well 
documented  stories  of  motor¬ 
biking  Sikhs,  road  safety  vs. 
religious  tolerance,  is  given  a 
good  airing  together  with  the 
government’s  reaction  to  a 
campaign  an  the  hardy  annual 
Kosher  and  now  of  growing 
import  Halal  meal.  In  1990.  the 
European  Union  was  in  the 
forefront  of  proposing  that  ALL 
anitnal  killing  should  be  preceded 
by  humane  stunning.  Compassion 
in  World  Farming.  the 
R.S.P.C.A.,  the  Humane 
Slaughter  Association  even  the 
Farm  Animal  Welfare  Council  (a 
government  body)  had  for  some 
years  held  with  a  prohibition  of 
animals  being  bled  to  death  An 
additional  fact  was  Sweden; 
Norway  and  Switzerland  hud 
rabbinical  law  in  place  allowing 
stunning  before  traditional 
daughter  11k  government  was 
literally  twi  the  rack  Bam  says 


THE  MURDERER  IN-CHIEF 
VISITS  A  SLAVE  CAMP  SITE 


corrective-labour  camps. 

Not  an  easy  610  pages  to  read  but 
it  does  give  a  voice  to  those 
countless  lost  millions  who 
suffered  and  perished  in  the  name 
of  the  people  who  walked  into 
hell  under  the  camp  entrance 
slogan  “Work  in  the  USSR  is  a 
matter  of  honour  and  glory". 
This  is  a  work  of  enormous 
scholarship,  long  overdue  and 
hopefully  the  precursor  of  further 
books,  exposing  the  criminal 
conspiracy  known  as  the  Union 
of  Soviet  Socialists  Republics. 
We  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
Anne  Applcbaum  and  her 
definitive  work.  We  also  eagerly 
await  the  prime  time  television 
series??? 


that  official  response  was 
remarkable.  It  consulted  with  the 
vocal  lobbies  fighting  to  maintain 
the  status  quo  but  tailed  to 
consult  the  organisations  trying 
to  bring  about  change  or  the 
general  public,  who  in  a  poll 
were  over  three  quarters  against 
the  continuing  barbarity.  Some 
'democratic'  window  dressing  in 
the  House  of  Lords  together  w  ith 
the  odd  official  committee 
resulted  in  the  predictable 
response.  They  “rejected  the 
Councils  assessment  of  the 
welfare  implications  of  religious 
slaughter"  (!)• 

As  Ian  Shapiro,  author  of 
Democratic  Justice  says  “ 
Culture  aod  Equality  is  without 
doubt  the  critique  that 
defenders  of  multiculturalism 
will  have  to  answer". 

For  anyone  who  cares  for  the 
future  of  this  once  great  and 
could  he  again,  land  of  ours,  this 
is  an  intelligent  and  well 
informed  book  that  should  be 
required  reading. 

A  Religious  Rerun 
Once  again  (2003)  the  Farm 
Animal  Welfare  Council  has 
made  headlines  bringing  up  the 
question  of  humane  slaughter. 
Predictably,  the  reaction  has  been 
equally  fierce.  Ibis  is  a  stors  thai 
lias  a  while  hi  run 
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■WORK  IN  THE  USSR  IS  A  MA  TTER  OF  HONOUR  AND 
GLORY*  SIGN  OVER  A  GULAG  ENTRANCE 


“IF  MULTICULTURALISM  IS  THE 
ANSWER,  WHAT  IS  THE  QUESTION?” 

In  one  brief  killer  sentence,  Brian  Barry,  sums  up  the  consuming 
and  seemingly  never  ending  ‘problem’  of  the  age. 

Professor,  Department  of 
Political  Science  and  Department 
of  Philosophy.  Columbia 
University  and  Emeritus 
Professor  of  Political  Science  at 
the  London  School  of 
Economics.  In  an  exhaustive  read 
of  well  over  three  hundred  pages, 
punches  arc  refreshingly  never 
pulled. 

THE  AWAKENING 
Barry  originally  thought 
Multiculturalism  would  “sink 
under  the  weight  of  its 
intellectual  weakness”  but  its 
onward  march  with 

accompanying  legislation  and  a 
multi-million  pound 

Quangocracy .  matched  by  a  lack 
of  critical  treatment  within 
political  philosophy,  has  allowed 
Barry  the  opportunity  to  attack 
the  subject  with  relish.  Iris 
Young’s  discovering  the  ideal 
stale  to  be  composed  of  a 
plurality  of  cultural  groups  is 
forcnsically  dissected.  Kvmlicka 
and  Tully  arc  given  similar 
treatment.  Backed  up  with  an 
onslaught  of  hard  facts  he  has 
pursued  Pop  academic*  and 
their  journalistic  hangers-on  in  all 
where  the  liberal  agenda  is 


CULTURE  AND  EQUALITY: 

an  egalitarian  critique  of 
multicultuntiism 
By  Brian  Barry 
Polity  Press 

ISBN:  0-7456-2227-5  Hb. 

ISBN:  0-7456-2228-3  Pb. 

£16.99  (Pb.) 

First  thiags  first  This  book 
cannot  he  dismissed  as  just 
another  rant  from  the  High! 
Brian  Barry  is  lh>  i>\|s«1ol 
aulhiv  Arnold  A.  Salt/man 
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STRfKING  NOVEL  NOTES  &  EXPOSING  LITERARY  LIES 


MOSLEY  IN  FICTION 

By  John  Tanner 


Many  supposed  "facts”  about 
Oswald  and  Diana  Mosley  are 
actually  fiction.  Even  supposedly 
reliable  reference  works  and 
personal  memoirs  get  things 
wrong.  Dates  and  descriptions  arc 
often  incorrect. 

Perhaps  less  well-known  are 
references  in  novels  and  films. 
However,  fiction  is  sometimes 
written  even  about  this  proper 
fiction.  Comments  are  passed  on 
like  Chinese  Whispers  until  they 
bear  little  relationship  to  the 
initial  texts. 

A  reviewer  called  Brooke  Allen, 
for  example,  wants  Mosley  “best 
known  to  future  generations  as 
the  original  for  P.G. 
Wodehouse's  immortal  character 
Sir  Roderick  Spodc”  and  she 
adds  that  he  was  "lampooned”, 
“even  more  ruthlessly”  by  Nancy 
Mitford  in  a  novel  near  to 
“kitchen-sink  realism”1.  Do 
people  who  parrot  such  piffle 
know  what  they  are  talking 
about? 

Nancy  Mitford  published  Wigs 
on  the  Green  in  1935.  Its  title  is 
an  Irish  expression  for  a  fight. 
One  actually  takes  places  during 
a  Chat  ford  village  pagent. 
because  of  the  lyrical  and 
boisterous  commitment  to  the 
“Union  Jackshirts”  of  young 
heiress  Eugenia  Maintains  (Based 
loosely  on  her  sister  Unity). 
Known  solely  as  “Captain  Jack”, 
their  leader  makes  no  personal 
appearance  whatever.  until 
finally  she  visits  his  London  HQ 
where  he  removes  his  own  badge 
and  pins  it  silently  upon  her 
chest.  The  “great  man”  is 
nowhere  lampooned  -  unless  we 
count  this  single  sentence  in  over 
250  pages. 

Nancy  told  her  other  sister  Diana: 
“A  book  of  this  kind  can't  do 
your  movement  any  harm. 
Honestly,  if  I  thought  it  could  set 
the  Leader  back  by  so  much  as 
half  an  hour  I  would  have 
scrapped  it,  or  indeed  never 
written  it  in  the  first  place  ...  it  is 
far  mare  in  favour  of  Fascism 
than  otherwise “J.  She  declined  to 
reprint  any  of  it  later  on.  Her 
attitude  towards  her  brother-in- 
law  swung  almost  full  circle 
during  her  lifetime  towards  the 
close  of  which  l^idy  Mosley 
comforted  her  attentively. 

P.G.  Wodehousc  first  mentions 
“Roderick  Spodc”  in  Code  of  the 
w  omtrrs  ( 1937).  Among  the 
typical  cost  in  hi>  closed  ».*iJ  of 
oscrgn*wn  prep-  schuuihtiyv 


chinless  chumps  and  silly  asses 
with  names  like  Gttssic  Fink- 
Nottlc  and  Stinker  Pinker.  This 
book  is  no  more  a  bracing, 
scorching  “anti-fascist  classic”’ 
than  Richmal  Crompton's  much 
funnier  William  -  the  Dictator. 
Possibly  Wodehousc  had  some 
anti-Mussolini  cartoon  in  mind 
when  depicting  Spodc  as  a  cross 
between  a  "fat  slob”  and  a  giant 
gorilla.  But  this  character  is  quite 
different  from  the  athletic, 
articulate  and  aquiline  fascist 
leader  in  the  UK.  Nor  can  the 
little  band  of  half-wits  called 
“Saviours  of  Britain"  who  are 
said  to  go  round  in  black  "footer 
bags”  saluting  in  German  satirise 
the  huge  pre-established  British 
Union,  for  in  chapter  3  Gussie 
tells  Bertie  that  by  the  time 
Spodc  had  formed  his  own 
association  no  shirts  were  left. 
Such  facts  never  deterred  the 
efforts,  at  the  BBC  and 
elsewhere,  to  “identify’”  this 
clumsy  buffoon  with  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley  -  by  the  transparent  trick 
of  turning  the  author’s  original 
lingerie-store  manager  “Mr” 
Spodc  into  a  “Sir”  Roderick  of 
their  own  dishonest  invention. 

The  embarrassment  of 
Wodehousc  fans  over  his  Nazi- 
sponsored  wartime  broadcasts4  is 
no  excuse.  He  was  a  political 
innocent  and.  since  political 
uniforms  had  been  outlawed  in 
Britain  before  this  particular 
book  came  out.  he  was  also  a 
political  ignoramus. 

More  interesting  is  Aldous 
Huxley’s  Point  (  ounter  Point 
(1928)  whose  strongest 
characters  were  composed  and 
combined  portly  from  celebrities 
whom  he  knew.  A  major 
character  “Evcrard  Webley", 
equestrian  leader  of  the 
greenshirlcd  Brotherhood  of 
British  Freemen,  is  usually 
regarded  as  a  portrait  of  the 
subsequent  founder  of  British 
Union.  Mosley's  eldest  son 
Nicholas  -  a  well-established 
“teller  of  talcs”  himself  -  points 
out  that  “the  book  docs  show  an 
amazing  prescience  of  the  way  in 
which  politics,  if  not  precisely 
my  father,  were  going.  Both 
Evcrard  Webley  and  later  my 
father  held  enormous  political 
rallies  in  Hyde  Park;  they 
certainly  had  a  few  traits  in 
common  I  still  find  Evcrard 
Weblcy’s  jtrucs»imc  murder 
under*  mg.  “ 

Husky  also  Mended  in  personal 


aspects  of  the  Social  Creditcr 
John  Hargrave,  though  he  did  not 
fix  the  Robin  Hood  livery  for  his 
relatively  few  followers  until 
1931.  Tall,  handsome  and 
dynamic.  Webley  eloquently 
demands  government  by 
intelligent  statesmen  rather  than  a 
party  system,  but  his  ideas  are 
vaguer  than  those  of  real-life 
Mosley.  His  forename  recalls  the 
rebellious  "superman"  Ernest 
Evcrhard.  whose  exposition  of 
under-consumption  and  the 
export-racket  in  Jack  London's 
famous  Iron  Heel  more  precisely 
anticipated  the  lucid  public 
arguments  for  “revolution  by 
reason”  of  the  already 
provocative  Labour  MP 
The  contemporary  poet-dramatist 
T.S.  Eliot  is  sometimes  said  to 
have  targeted  Mosley  specifically 
in  certain  1930s  literary  texts 
despite  the  supposedly  subtle 
"pro-fascist"  inclination  of  his 
journal  The  Criterion.  There  is 
no  proof  of  direct  individual 
attack  in  his  plays.  To  be  sure. 
Eliot  gradually  turned  away  from 
all  secular  mass-movements  of 
class  or  nation  towards  an 
overriding  religious  conception 
of  a  City  of  God,  although  his 
deserted  wife  Vivienne  actually 
joined  British  Union,  an  act  some 
regarded  as  conclusive  proof  of 
insanity  hut  which  reflected  her 
“confidence  that  it  would  elevate 
English  standards”*.  She  once 
confronted  him  publicly  in 
uniform. 

The  leading  English  novelist- 
prophet.  H.G.  Wells,  produced 
The  Autocracy  of  Mr  Parham 
two ycarx  atler  Huxley's  superior 
work  In  this  dreamlike  satire  the 
wiaild-hi  ditlaio  “1 4*.l 


Paramountain”.  easily  invades 
the  Westminster  talking-shop 
with  an  armed  guard  and 
dissolves  its  recently  elected 
“association  of  vague  idealists 
and  socialist  adventurers”.  At  this 
moment  Mosley  stands  nearby  to 
support  the  unsteady  Prime 
Minister  “Ramsy  McDougal”  — 
not  to  overturn  but  in  this 
particular  emergency  to  defend 
parliamentary  democracy. 

“Behind  him  Sir  Osbert  Moses 
had  seemed  to  be  pleading  in 
vain  with  a  sheepish  crowd  of 
government  supporters  for  some 
collective  act  of  protest." 

Wells  once  argued  for  a  “liberal 
fascism”  whereby  a  dedicated 
elite  would  gradually  bring  about 
a  technological  utopia;  and  he 
shared  with  Huxley  an  interest  in 
eugenics,  a  project  now  seen  as 
so  “politically  incorrect”  that  it  is 
prohibited  by  the  European 
Charter  of  Fundamental  Rights. 
Mosley’s  synthesis  of  traditional 
values  with  scientific 
modernisation  to  counter  the  drift 
towards  social  and  biological 
decadence  might  have  solved 
various  problems  expressed  in 
their  different  writings  about  the 
fearful  future. 

Wells’  major  prediction  of  the 
shape  of  world  events  formed  the 
basis  of  Alexander  Korda’s 
extraordinary  film  Things  to 
Come  (1936)  which  Fascist 
Quarteriy  reviewed  somewhat 
acidly;  “Civilisation  is 
overwhelmed  by  'the  last  fight’, 
and  out  of  its  ruins  a  Brave  New 
World  is  constructed  by  a  race  of 
supermen  [who]  array  themselves 
in  black  shirts"  and  the 
regenerated  society  is  “governed 
by  a  dictator  called  Oswald". 
Raymond  Massey's  rhythmic 
oratory  as  'Oswald  Cabal' 
curiously  resembles  that  of 
Oswald  Mosley,  although  cinema 
idols  Ronald  Colman  and  Errol 
Flynn  came  closer  in  facial  gixxl- 
looks. 

Widespread  western  fear  after 
1918  that  foe  world  was  heading 
towards  a  great  crisis  and  another 
war  could  prove  the  ultimate 
catastrophe  “provided  material 
for  the  numerous  accounts  of  the 
troublcs-to-comc”  in  fiction; 
among  the  more  original  of  these 
was  Public  Faces  by  Harold 
Nicolson  ...  published  in  the 
Faustian  year  of  I932"7.  A 
distinguished  colleague  of 
Mosley,  he  had  edited  the  New 
Party's  Action. 

His  book  was  a  fantasy  about  a 
diplomatic  crisis  starling  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  and  involving  an 
atomic  explosion.  Nazi 
lehemraum  objectives  not  yet 
emerging  av  an  mlcnuluvul 
issue  I  he  autfa*  uuixciks  a 
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Cabinet  a  few  years  hence  with 
Churchill  and  Mosley  managing 
to  work  together,  until  Winston 
resigns  when  the  House  of 
Commons  fails  to  express 
gratitude  for  the  economic 
recovery  induced  by  their 
currency  and  industrial  reforms. 
However.  Mosley  becomes  Prime 
Minister  by  1942.  A  major 
achievement  of  his  new 
administration  is  the  closure  of  a 
poisonous  media  empire. 


These  projected  dates  can  be 
compared  with  Kingsley  Martin’s 
expectation  in  1934  of  two  more 
old-party  regimes  and  "then 
Fascism"  by  1941*.  Penguins 
republished  Niool  son’s  novel 
towards  the  end  of  the  real  war. 
which  had  prevented  that 
outcome  in  this  country,  blandly 
noting  that  “the  careers  of  some 
still  living  characters  have  not 
turned  out  entirely  as 
prophesised". 

Too  much  imaginative  writing  on 
this  subject  has  been  influenced 
by  communist  ideology  which 
falsely  regarded  Mosley  as  a 
servant  of  “finance  capital" 
instead  of  its  potential  master. 
This  fundamental  mistake  was 
neatly  refuted  by  his  friend  and 
historical  novelist  Hugh  Ross 
Williamson  in  his  non-fiction 
Who  is  for  Liberty?  (1939)  and 
recently  by  scholars  like  A. 
James  Gregor  in  Interpretations 
of  Fascism  (1997). 

With  a  few  notable  exceptions, 
other  references  to  Mosley's 
movement  in  print  or  screen 
fiction  have  been  cither  brief 
mentions,  almost  as  momentary 
as  the  flash-and-circlc  noticed  on 
an  East  End  wall  in  Virginia 
Woolfs  The  Years  (1937),  or 
background  allusion  such  as  the 
celebration  of  communist  attacks 
on  marches  and  meetings  in 
Arnold  Wesker’s  Chicken  Soup 
with  Barley  (1958). 

In  1946  Frederic  Mullally,  a  left- 
wing  novelist  eventually  fated  to 
produce  pornography.  wrote 
Fascism  inside  England, 
demanding  legislation  to  prevent 
its  “recrudescence",  especially 
since  an  “important  minority" 


right  across  society  shared 
Mosley’s  opinions  on  alien 
immigration.  Soviet  Russia,  etc. 
This  lurid  propaganda  booklet 
opens  with  an  8-page  short  story 
about  a  youngster  attracted  by  the 
“purposive  austerity"  of  the  black 
shirt,  which  ostensibly  conveyed 
“selfless  dedication"  to  a  patriotic 
cause,  but.  influenced  by  his 
father's  Christian  “anti-semitism" 
and  contempt  for  “the  workers". 
He  is  drawn  into  a  comradeship 
of  increasing  violence. 

A  similar  “class  explanation"  of 
recruitment  appears  even  in  one 
of  the  “English  saga"  narratives 
by  R.F.  Delderfield.  The 
Dreaming  Suburb  (1958).  A 
young  city  executive  joins  the 
blackshirts  in  order  to  bring  the 
restless  unemployed  into  line! 
Envious  of  his  “posh”  private 
lifestyle,  one  of  his  employees 
joins  too  after  spending  three 
weeks’  wages  (!)  on  his  uniform. 
A  communist  mob  viciously 
attacks  them  at  a  street  meeting 
and  after  leaving  hospital  this 
humble  clerk  from  “the  Avenue", 
much  to  his  mummy's  relief 
decides  never  again  to  expose 
himself  to  such  terrible  risks  and 
indignities,  not  even  “for  the 
British  Empire",  with  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley  at  its  head". 
Nagasaki-born  Kazuo  Ishiguro 
won  the  1989  Booker  Prize  fix 
his  bestseller  The  Remains  of 
the  Day  -  subsequently  filmed. 
Here  the  efforts  to  prevent  war  by 
“Lord  Darlington",  an  admirer  of 
German  and  Italian  “action"  to 
help  the  poor,  are  recalled  by  his 
elderly  ex-butlcr,  who  defends 
the  loyal  service  in  the 
households  of  educated 
aristocrats  whom  he  considers 
custodians  of  civilisation.  He 
remembers  one  lady  who  took 
Darlington  personally  to  visit  the 
homes  of  many  families 
“suffering  the  desperate  plight  of 
those  years".  She  was  a 
blackshirt  too.  but  the  “contact 
his  lordship  had  with  Sir  Oswald" 
occurred  only  briefly. 
Disagreements  in  high  society 
over  pre-war  “appeasement"  arc 
likewise  reflected  in  Penny 
Vinccnzi’s  Something 

Dangerous  (2001).  Lady  Celia 
Lytton  gets  in  with  "Bunny" 
Arden,  an  enthusiastic  follower 
and  “close  friend  of  Oswald 
Mosley  himself*.  Brisk  dialogue 
contains  her  defiant  defence  of 
the  charismatic  leader,  his  radical 
ideology  and  his  40,000 
followers,  against  her  publisher 
husband,  worried  by  banners, 
spotlights  and  jackboots,  never 
mind  her  interest  in  the  new 
Germany  (“I  have  even  heard  that 
Diana  Guinness  has  been  out 
there").  However.  Celia  “repents" 
when  war  comes  and  “Tom"  is 


put  in  Brixton.  “It  was  this  article 
in  Action,  that  did  iL"  She  says, 
“he  offered  to  lead  people  into 
peace  by  co-operation.  Well, 
prison  is  where  he  should  be.  It’s 
appalling."  (So  is  the  book). 

Little  notice  is  required  here  of 
the  grotesque  material  from 
Savoy  Books  which  from  1986 
through  2001  has  mixed  together 
in  a  horrifying  parallel  universe 
Lord  Haw-Haw.  Churchill,  Jessie 
Matthews,  Unity  Milford,  T.S. 
Eliot,  Ezra  Pound.  Tommy 
Moran.  P.J.  Proby.  lord  Boothby 
and  the  “maligned"  and 
“underestimated"  Mosley,  who, 
“would  have  fought  for  Albion” 
given  the  chance.  Some  might 
classify  all  this  pretentious  stuff 
as  "magic  realism”  whereas 
others  define  it  as  ghoulish 
obscenity. 


Various  "thrillers"  have  adopted 
the  theme  of  a  few  rich  or 
powerful,  men  conspiring  with 
fanatics  or  gangsters  either  to 
protect  or  to  overthrow  what  the 
authors  conceive  as  the 
democratic  establishment,  and 
sometimes  racial  issues  arc 
brought  in.  An  early  example  was 
The  Smiler  with  the  Knife  about 
the  sinister  “English  Banner" 
written  in  1939  by  “Nicholas 
Blake”  (C  Day-Lewis)  around 
the  time  he  left  the  Communist 
Party  for  the  Ministry  of 
Information.  A  significant 
number  of  these  potboilers 
appeared  during  the  period  1960- 
1985.  but  Mosley’s  name  was 
rarely  dragged  in  explicitly  even 
after  his  libel-free  death.  A  trivial 
exception  is  Nigel  Fountain's 
"pinko"  Days  Like  These  (1985) 
about  so-called  “fascist  terror 
today"  featuring  someone  who 
“always  wanted  to  read  the 
collected  works  of  Mosley”. 

Ken  Royce’s  The  Mosley  Receipt 
(1985)  is  about  the  illegal 
diversion  of  £30,000  from  a 
wealthy  backer  in  1934  by  faking 
Sir  Oswald's  thank-you 
signature.  The  author  may  not 
have  realised  dial  Mosley’s 
scarcely  decipherable 

handwriting  in  other  respects 
would  have  taxed  even  the  most 
skilled  forger,  but  he  docs  write 
of  “the  man  who  might  w  ell  have 
been  Prime  Minister  of  Great 
Britain  had  he  acted  a  little 
differently  ...  a  brilliant  maverick 
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...  Everyone  knew  of  (urn  and  his 
Blackshirts  ...  Mosley  had  had  a 
good  deal  of  backing  in  high 
places:  even  youth  recruitment 
had  been  wide-spread." 
“Moslcyism”  in  cinema  fiction 
arc  rare  and  mostly  fleeting;  for 
instance,  the  street  meeting  in 
Noel  Coward/David  Lean's  This 
Happy  Breed  1 1944).  One  of  the 
"misfits”  recruited  for  the 
league  of  Gentlemen  (I960) 
suffers  the  twin  handicap  of  once 
being  a  fascist  "back-room  boy” 
and  currently  being  a  “male 
masseur",  though  these 
professions  arc  not  explicitly 
connected!  We  need  hardlv 
discuss  Steven  BerkofT s  “ranting 
racist''  in  the  “poperetta"  movie- 
version  of  the  novel  Absolute 
Beginners  by  Colin  Machines 
(1959)  whose  chapter  praising 
black  immigration  in  North 
Kensington  docs  not  mention  its 
Union  Movement  candidate. 

In  1964  the  promising  and 
inventive  young  dramatist  Dennis 
Potter  wrote  Vote,  Vote  Vote  for 
Nigel  Barton  reflecting  as  a 
former  candidate  his  utter 
revulsion  against  the  Labour 
Party  and  the  political  system  in 
general.  Despite  BBC  demands 
for  toning  down,  it  went  out  the 
following  year  retaining  his 
scripted  newsreel  shots  of  an 
equally  disenchanted  Mosley,  the 
exact  moral  of  this  ambivalent 
fable  being  left  to  viewers.  Potter, 
now  sadly  deceased,  was  an 
English  patriot  under  his  psoriatic 
skin9. 

The  Gran  and  Marks  biopic 
Mosley  appeared  on  Channel  4  in 
1998  as  explosive  “faction". 
Within  its  ratings-required  “sex 
and  violence”  framework, 
enough  historical  “revisionism” 
was  nevertheless  introduced  to 
annoy  both  Searchlight  and  The 
Observer's  Nick  Cohen, 
obviously  disconcerted  that  the 
evil  bogey-man  hitherto  largely 
airbrushed  from  the  national 
memory  had  returned  on  prime¬ 
time  television  as  a 
Shakespearian  hero. 

In  October  2002.  ITV1  started  a 
detective  series  Foyle’s  War  by 
Anthony  Horowitz.  In  one 
episode  Charles  Dance  plays  an 
“impressive.  Mosley-like 

figure”10  apparently  waiting  for 
the  German  invasion.  A 
compensating  element  is  some 
explicit  indication  of  the  actual 
position  of  the  arrested  peace- 
campaigner  himself,  off-stage  so 
to  speak,  and  his  supporters 
including  Aircraftsmen  549741 
Day  and  546065  Bracking  shot 
down  the  day  after  war  was 
declared. 

The  final  word  must  surely  be 
granted  to  the  man  who  knew 
Mosley  better  than  any  other 
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writer  outside  the  family.  Henry 
Williamson  is  described  as  one  of 
the  two  greatest  novelists  in  the 
second  quarter  of  the  20"' 
Century  after  D.H.  Lawrence  and 
James  Joyce"  and  Chronicle  of 
Ancient  Sunlight  forms  his 
greatest  single  literary 
achievement 


Williamson  once  asked  when  the 
truth  would  be  told  about 
Mosley,  bom  to  privilege  with  a 
golden  spoon,  but  who  chucked  it 
all  up  to  “go  into  the  streets  to 
plead  for  ordinary  people",  and 
about  “the  Phoenix  impulse  of 
Europe”?12  Here  he  had  in  mind 
D.H.  Lawrence  and  the 
possibility  of  resurrection  from 
the  flames  and  shadows  of  two 
great  wars.  He  provided  the 
answer  himself  with  the 
concluding  four  books  of  his 
sequenced  chronicle,  especially 
The  Pb  oenix  (.mention 
(1965). 

Novelists  are  liable  to  turn 
historical  facts  into  imaginative 
myths,  as  we  know  from  Robert 
Graves  who  absurdly  asserted  in 
The  Long  Weekend  that 
“Mosley  produced  no  plan  for 
solving  Britain's  problems"  or 
Peter  Ackroyd.  whose  recent 
London  “biography”  suggests 
that  the  entire  city  itself  rebuked 
and  expelled  the  fascists  at  Cable 
Street.  But  the  romanticism  that 
infuses  the  details  of 
Williamson's  masterwork 

expresses  the  spirit  of  ~a  new. 
clean  healthy  menially  fearless 
Britain"13.  His  narrative  relocates 
some  events  and  quotations,  and 
disguises  some  real  people,  but 
only  to  bring  out  the  authentic 
truth,  the  policies  Mosley 
actually  presented  and  the  public 
response  he  actually  evoked. 

Sir  Oswald  (Tom)  Mosley  Bt.  is 
"renamed”  after  Sir  Henry  (11m) 
Birkin  BL  Both  were  bom  in 
18%  and  saw  Royal  Flying 
Corps  service.  Birkin  was  a 
popular  hard-driving  sports-car 
champion  with  a  similar 
aristocratic  bearing  and  military 
moustache.  After  unexpected 
death  in  1933.  he  was  buried  in  a 
Norfolk  churchyard  not  far  from 
Williamson's  later  home.  He  too 
combined  an  enthusiasm  for 
technical  progress  with  an 
attachment  to  coast  and 
countryside.  “Birkin”  was  also  a 


COMRADE 


self-re fening  surname  used  in 
Women  in  Love  by  D.H. 
Lawrence,  several  of  whose 
sentiments  before  he  too  died 
young  in  1930  anticipated  those 
of  fascist  intellectuals  in 
Europe14. 

The  chosen  forename,  while  also 
recalling  1-ondon’s  outlaw- 
politician  “Everhard"  and 
Huxley’s  “Evcrard”.  is 
appropriately  that  of  Hcrcward 
the  Wake,  England's  “last  and 
lost  hero”  of  history  and  legend, 
the  forgotten  symbolic  champion 
of  defiant  resistance  to  invasion 
and  domination  by  alien  forces1'. 
The  Phoenix  Generation  is 
packed  with  data  about  the  ideas, 
speeches,  and  other  activities  of 
Moslcy-Birkin.  In  contrast  to 
“anti-fascist"  dystopias  of  the 
1930s.  such  as  Storm  Jameson's 
In  the  Second  Year,  this  book 
conjures  up  the  effect  of  his 
words  on  vast  audiences: 

They  row  fine  housing  estates 
and  no  more  building 
speculation,  they  saw  their 
children  glowing  with  health  and 
vitality...  They  saw  ships  going 
to  the  colonies  with  motorcars, 
tractors,  machinery,  and  other 
fine  English  things,  passing  ships 
bringing  grain  and fruits  and  raw 
materials  from  the  finest  Empire 
on  earth  Those  ships  passed 
other  ships,  flying  other  flags, 
and  saluted  them  in  friendship 
The  only  rivalry  would  be  that  of 
the  works  of  peace,  for  art  u-ouid 
truly  serve  the  peoples  of  the 
earth,  each  with  its  authentic 
national  inspiration.  and 
therefore  of  a  natural  truth  and 
beauty  AH  this  was  possible  ... 
The  bulk  of  Mosley’s  support 
came  from  ordinary  working 
folk.  Many  were  motivated  by 
social  idealism  and  civic  morality 
of  the  highest  kind:  and  the 
violence.  hardship  and 
undeserved  vilification  long 
endured  in  consequence  provides 
further  proof  of  that  fact. 

Their  leader  also  attracted 
novelists.  unfortunately  not 
George  Orwell  who  regarded  him 
as  a  Gilbert  and  Sullivan 
“dragoon",  nor  E.M.  Forster,  who 
loftily  complained  that  he 
resembled  the  wicked  baronet  of 
Edwardian  melodrama  who 
magnetised  dull  little  typists  and 
bored  bank  clerks. 

Storm  over  Europe  author 
Douglas  JerTold,  however, 
conceded  that  Mosley  was  one  of 
the  few  Englishmen  even  trying 
to  tell  the  truth  and  to  provide  the 
people,  when  adversity  arrived, 
with  hope  for  survival  .  Popular 
novelist  Beverly  Nichols 
described  him  in  1938  as  “a 
figure  of  tremendous  importance 
...  who  has  in  him  the  qualities  of 
that  hero  for  whom  this  country 
has  waited  so  long”17.  The 


foremost  Irish  playwright 
Bernard  Shaw,  whose  proposed 
talk  in  1940  asserting  that, 
whereas  the  “parliamentary 
favourites"  were  spouting 
bunkum,  “nine-tenths  of  what 
Oswald  Mosley  said  was  true" 
was  of  course  banned  by  the 
BBC1*. 

Has  anyone  yet  attempted  a 
proper  “alternative  history”  novel 
about  Mosley?  Norman 
Longmatc,  Robert  Skideisky,  and 
even  Andrew  Roberts'9  and  other 
researchers  have  rightly  rejected 
as  unsound  any  scenario  in  which 
he  subordinates  himself  to  a 
foreign  occupation.  But  what  if 
instead  of  the  “long  slow 
crumbling  down  the  years”  A 
massive  slump  had  suddenly 
struck  Britain  well  before  and 
Russo-German  pact  had  struck 
Poland 

A  truly  novel  project.  Any 
takers? 

©  John  Tanner.  No  reproduction 
without  prior  written  consent 
from  the  author. 
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MOSLEY  CFNTFRNARV 
LIGHTERS 

Four  specially  designed  lighters 
were  commissioned  to  mark  the 
centenary  of  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley  's  birth. 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley  1896-1980 
Grasp  the  Stars  1932-1992 
Action  1931  Britain  First 
The  Spirit  Lives  1932-1992 

Made  by  the  world  renowned 
‘Zippo’  company,  a  few  limited 
editions  with  enamelled  design 
on  a  brush  chrome  finish  are 
available. 

Order  post-free  at  £20.00  each. 
All  cheques  made  payable  to 
F.O.M. 

Euro  cheques  welcome,  see  rate 
of  exchange  in  daily  paper. 

Send  to  BCM/FOM.  London. 
WC1N  3  XX. 


MOSLEY 

(MEMORABILIA 


*  Anything  of  interest 
considered. 
Please  write  full 
description  and  price 
required  to: 

B.M.  Talon. 

27  Old  Gloucester  Street, 
London,  WCIN  3  XX. 
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The  communist  inspired  demonstrations  against  the  release  of  the  Mosleys,  after  years  in  prison 
without  charge  or  trial,  made  a  lot  of  noise  and  headlines  but  like  most  empty  vessels  carried 
nothing  of  real  substance. 


A  FRIEND  IN  NEED 


J.  D.  OCoNKtu 

oovwrr  •ouoiro*. 


THE  ORIGINAL  LETTER  SENT  BY 
J.D.  O’CONN El  J.  FROM  IRELAND 
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Here  was  a  man  representing  a 
community  who  remembered 
with  gratitude  a  young 
Westminster  politician,  the  baby 
of  the  house,  who  bravely  spoke 
out  against  the  unwarranted 
brutality  of  the  Black  and  Tans, 
an  unruly  group  of  British 
sponsored  criminal  mercenaries 
set  loose  on  the  Irish  people.  In 
his  letter  Mr  O'Connell  referred 
to  those  troubled  limes  and  wrote 
about  Mosley’s  parliamentary 
intervention  on  behalf  of  the 
people  of  Ireland. 

GREAT  WHITE  HOPE 
It  is  worth  recalling  those  early 
months  of  192 1  remembering  just 
how  strongly  Mosley  had  fought 
for  justice  on  one  aspect  of  the 
Irish  question.  He  accused  the 
Prime  Minister,  Lloyd  George 
and  his  Government  of  pursuing 
a  deliberate  course  of  stale 
sponsored  murder. 

“1  hr  crimes  of  Sinn  Erin  were 
bad.  but  crime  committed  by  a 
British  Government  was  much 


worse.  It  was  an  appalling 
spectacle  to  see  the  weapon 
wielded  by  the  hands  of  British 
Government.  They  bad  never 
denied  the  charge.  A  murder 
gang  working  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Government 
was  the  capital  feature  of  the 
situation.  Wherever  murder 
breaks  out,  is  there  to  be  a 
licence  to  kill  in  revenge  instead 
of  the  time-honoured  method  of 
bringing  the  murderers  to 
justice?  Their  only  defence  was 
to  put  forward  the  crimes  of 
Sinn  Fein,  as  if  two  blacks 
made  a  white.  They  now  stood 
silenced  and  convicted  beforr 
the  tribunal  of  public  opinion". 
To  add  weight  to  his  argument 
Mosley  who  was  still  a  Coalition 
Member  would  deliberately  cross 
the  floor  of  the  bouse  and  sit  on 
the  opposition  benches  during  the 
debates  on  the  Black  and  Tans. 
One  of  the  finest  passages  in  his 
speech  was  delivered  with 
enormous  conviction. 


“I  believe  that  the  Government 
administration  in  Ireland  today 
is  striking  at  the  very  roots  of 
human  esislencc.  I  believe  they 
are  traversing  and  challenging 
the  immutable  law  that  trustees 
of  civilisations  cannot  commit 
murder  with  impunity  as  they 
have  committed  murder  and 
that  they  cannot  make  war  on 
women  and  children,  as  they  do 
make  war  on  women  and 
children  and  have  driven  the 
starving  out  into  the  night.  In 
the  light  of  that  fact  the  crimes 
of  Sinn  Fein  are  a  less  terrible 
blot  that  the  scar  which  has 
wrought  by  the  weapons  of 
murder  in  the  hands  of  the 
British  Government" 

It  was  a  speech  of  a  courageous 
Englishman  whose  feelings  were 
outraged  by  the  reign  of  terror 
established  in  Ireland  to  kill  all 
political  agitation.  A 
parliamentary  correspondent 
wrote  an  eyewitness  account  of 
Mosley's  memorable  speech. 
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“Mr  Mosley  is  one  of  the  few 
men  of  promise,  he  never 
speaks  without  striking  out 
with  graceful  phrase  and  be 
never  fails  to  produce  ideas. 
Last  night  he  spoke  with 
mastery.  emotion  and 
eloquence.  The  Ministers  jeered 
at  him  and  despised  his  youth, 
but  he  retorted  with  force.  .No 
bolder  speech  has  been  made  in 
this  house". 

ISLAND  PRISON 
People  who  act  on  behalf  of  an 
oppressed  minority  in  a  dire  hour 
of  need  arc  remembered.  Twenty- 
three  years  later  the  Irish  offered 
the  Mosleys  a  safe  haven.  In  his 
letter.  O’Connell  held  out  the 
invitation,  but  with  the  vindictive 
Home  Secretary.  Herbert 
Morrison,  in  charge,  the  chances 
of  allowing  such  a  move  was  nil. 
The  Government's  vendetta  had 
another  five  and  a  half  years  to 
run  before  the  Mosleys  were 
finally  given  back  their  passports 
in  June  1949. 


The  largest  Mosley  meeting  in  the  World 

For  more  than  two  years  the  Oswald  Mosley  website,  produced  on  behalf  of  the  Friends  of  Mosley,  has  continued  to  attract  several  thousand  new 
visitors  each  month  from  around  the  world. 

Using  a  dramatic  combination  of  words,  sound  and  pictures,  it  tells  the  true  story  of  this  outstanding  man.  the  Movements  that  he  led  and  the  ideas 
that  he  fought  for. 

The  visitor  soon  discovers  a  combination  of  intellect,  courage  and  sacrifice  that  could  have  saved  Great  Britain  from  becoming  a  Third  World 
country  -  and  brought  about  the  renaissance  of  our  country  and  our  continent. 

This  important  Internet  site  also  relives  the  heroic  story  of  Mosley’s  Blackshirts  who  dared  all  in  a  revolt  against  destiny  that  is  without  precedent  in 
British  political  history  . 

Among  the  web  pages  on  www.oswaldmosley.com  are: 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley  British  politician  and  philosopher  1896-1980  The  British  Union  of  Fascists  -  1932-1940  Colour  photos  of  the  1939  British 
Union  Day  march  Union  Movement  1948-1986  Sound  recordings  of  the  Fails  Court  Peace  Rally  ( 1939)  and  the  British  Union  Marching  Song 
Union  Movement  -  Key  Issues  including  ‘European  Socialism’  and  ‘Government  of  Tomorrow  ’  Extracts  from  Mosley's  major  books  such  as 
‘The  Greater  Britain’  (1932)  and  ‘Tomorrow  Wc  Live'  (1938)  Sound  recordings  of ‘Comrades  in  Struggle’  1 1938)  and  Mosley's  memorable  1962 
speech  at  Kensington  Town  Hall  Free  e-books  including  the  complete  version  of  Mosley’s  historic  Earls  Court  speech  and  William  Buckley’s 
interview  with  Mosley  In  depth  profiles  of  leading  Mosley  followers  including  Alexander  Raven  Thomson.  Jeffrey  Hamm,  Olive  Hawks,  Neil 
Francis  Hawkins  and  Robert  Row  Roll  of  Honour  listing  many  of  the  British  Blackshirts  who  died  fighting  for  their  country  in  the  Second  World 
War  Free  e-book:  ‘The  Regulation  18b  British  Union  Detainees  List’  full  details  of  more  than  800  Moslcyitcs  imprisoned  without  trial  (or  their 
political  beliefs  Books  to  order  My  Life,  the  autobiography  of  Oswald  Mosley,  paperback  £5.00  Hardhack  £  1 5.00  post  paid.  Blackshirts-on-Sea 
The  story  of  the  Blackshirt  Summer  Camps  1933-1938  £18.00  post  paid  £21.00  overseas. 

A  visit  to  the  Oswald  Mosley  website  is  an  essential  experience  for  everybody  with  an  interest  in  the  Man  ‘whose  footsteps  are  indeliable  in 
the  sands  of  time’.  And  for  everyone  who  despite  all  retains  hope  for  the  future. 


We  continue  Blackshirt  and  D  Day  Paratrooper  Robert  Richard’s  memories 
of  Newcastle  Branch.  A  district  leader,  he  recalls  the  momentous  year  of  1938 
and  how  national  events  were  capitalised  on  in  order  to  increase  local 
membership. 

HOW  THE  BUF  CAME  TO  GEORDIELAND 


the  entire  target-area,  the  column 
whilst  still  moving elosed-up  into 
the  3  abreast  in-step  formation 
(‘Z’  section  drill!).  As  the 
column  jogged  past  the  end  of 
each  targeted  street  the 
designated  team  detached  itself 
from  the  column  and  went  into 
action:  working  two  personnel  to 


The  government  announced  in  January  1938  that  all  children 
were  to  be  issued  with  gas  masks  and  schools  would  provide 
regular  gas  mask  drills.  Also,  that  a  mock  ‘black-out’  exercise 
was  to  take  place  in  a  major  city  -  Leicester. 

The  North  East  of  England  experienced  a  continuous  spell  of 
severe  weather,  which  had  commenced  in  early  Dec.  ’37  and 
continued  throughout  January  '38.  Despite  ‘gritty’  efforts  by  the 
most  hardy  young  members  (‘Z’  section),  ‘Action’  street  sales 
were  drastically  reduced.  The  foremost  topic  of  conversation 
among  Branch  members  (‘grounded’  by  the  weather)  was 
centred  around  the  serious  injury  inflicted  upon  OM  by  ‘red’ 
hooligans  in  Liverpool  the  previous  October.  A  factor 
contributing  to  this  near  fatal  incident  was  considered  to  be  the 
imposition  of  the  new  Public  Order  Act,  by  an  inexperienced  and 


unprepared  police  force. 

RENEWED  VIGOUR 
With  the  breaking  of  the  severe 
and  restricting  weather,  the  street 
sales-teams  became  fully 
operational  during  February. 
However,  by  this  time  a 
considerable  number  of  unsold 
'Action'  copies.  numbering 
several  hundred,  had 
accumulated.  It  was  imperative 
that  good  use  be  made  of  this 
“British  Union  News”  surplus. 
Clearly,  the  easiest  way  would  be 
a  free  distribution,  but  how  best 
in  order  to  get  a  beneficial 
return? 

It  was  decided  that  a  door-to- 
door  delivery  in  a  ‘specially 
chosen  area’  would  be  the 
method  This  area  would  lie 
within  the  Newcastle  Central 
Parliamentary  constituency  (this 
constituency  in  the  ’35  General 
Election  had  revealed  an 
exceptionally  large  number  of 
non-balloted  votes).  The  aim 
would  be  to  deliver  one  copy  to 
every  third  dwelling.  The 
thinking  behind  this  was 
comparatively  thin  coverage  as 
against  a  saturation  'drop'  was 
twofold: 

1 )  A  much  wider 
residential  area  would 
be  covered; 

2)  Neighbourhood  interest 
would  be  aroused 
together  with  curiosity 
as  to  why  some  were 
missed-out 

The  task  to  organise  and  carry¬ 
out  this  operation  was  allocated 
to  the  ‘Z’  section  of  the  Harrier 
Group.  In  addition  to  the 
‘distribution’  they 

enthusiastically  undertook  a 
coinciding  target:  to  a)  “draw 
public  attention”  and  b)  “excite 
local  comment!.  The  method  they 
were  to  employ  turned  out  to  be 
somewhat  novel. 

Following  a  thorough  and 
detailed  briefing  of  about  two 
dozen  volunteers  sometime 
before  the  actual  ‘drop’,  the 
section  stood-by.  It  had  been 


decided  to  wait  for  British 
Summer-time  to  be  in  operation. 
This  would  enable  an  evening 
daylight  distribution  to  take 
place,  also  a  suitable  political 
situation  receiving  maximum 
media  attention  would  ‘trigger’ 
the  event. 

Although  ‘Z’  section  were 
stand  ing-bv  they  were  by  no 
means  idle.  Splitting  into  two 
sub-sections  each  numbering 
between  10  to  15  personnel,  they 
continued  to  turnout  for  regular 
publicity  training  runs. 

The  dividing  of  the  section  was 
to  some  degree  enforced  due  to 
more  of  the  younger  members 
having  enrolled  for  service  with 
HM  Services  Reserves  (RN;  TA; 
RAF).  The  growing  momentum 
of  the  part-time  military  training 
commitment  presented 

difficulties  in  planning  regular 
BU  public  activities. 

Nevertheless  each  of  the  ‘Z*  sub¬ 
sections  continued  to  cover 
different  parts  of  the  city  suburbs 
about  once  every  10  days:  “Lcft- 
Right-Lefi-Right-For  whom  do 
we  fight?-Left-Right-We  fight 
for  Britain  ONLY!”  These  vocal 
publicity  exercises  were  repeated 
every  few  minutes  during  the 
‘runs’,  which  were  covering  a 
distance  of  six  to  eight 
‘neighbourhood’  miles. 

AN  IMPOSSIBLE  PACT 
In  March  the  government 
revealed  a  considerable  rise  in 
rearmament  expenditure.  It  was 
widely  reported  that  film,  was 
to  be  spent  on  new  RAF 
aerodromes.  Later  in  the  same 
month  the  Prime  Minister  Neville 
Chamberlain,  was  called  upon  to 
defend  the  rapid  rise  in  the  re¬ 
armament  programme.  He  spoke 
of:  ‘  ...  the  almost  terrifying 
power  ...’  which  Britain  was 
building  in  its  rearmament 
programme.  In  a  policy  statement 
the  Prime  Minister  informed  the 
House  of  Commons  that:  “Britain 
was  ready  to  go  to  war  to  defend 
France  and  Belgium  against 


unprovoked  aggression”. 

Public  concern  was  deepening 
throughout  Britain  and  no  less  on 
Tyneside,  where  unemployment 
‘dole-queues'  were  noticeably 
shrinking  as  the  navel  shipyards, 
armament  and  munitions 
factories  became  increasingly 
active. 

The  press  was  relentlessly- 
manipulating  the  deepening 
public  concern;  slanted  and 
biased  information  allegedly 
emanating  from  authorativc 
sources  regarding  the  ‘aims’  of 
the  Germanic  political  union 
taking  place  in  Central  Europe 
was  adding  to  an  inexorable 
build-up  of  public  tension  and 
misguiding  public  opinion. 
When  in  late  April  the  entire 
press  hyped  reports  of  an: 
“Anglo-French  Pact  to  defend 
the  Czech  people”,  the  decision 
was  taken  that  ‘Now’  was  the 
time  to  distribute  the  surplus 


each  side  of  the  street.  With  their 
particular  ‘drop’  accomplished 
the  team  then  rejoined  the 
column  and  continued  the  circuit 
jog. 

At  intervals  during  the  actual 
‘drop"  phase  the  C’oluma  which 
had  assumed  the  three-abreast 
formatioa  would  give  one  of 
their  ‘in-step  chants’  i.e.:  ‘left- 
right’  or  ‘2-4-6-8’  eta  This 
served  a  dual  purpose:  a)  it  drew 
attention  on  the  neighbourhood, 
and  b)  it  let  the  teams  in  action 
know  from  time-to-time  where 
the  column  was  on  the  circuit. 

The  reader  may  coasider  this 
method  of  operation 
unnecessarily  complex  rather 
than  ‘novel’,  well  maybe,  but 
bear  in  mind:  the  British  Union 
as  a  political  movement  was 
confronted  by  a  complete  ‘media 
silence’  and  the  people  of  Britain 
were  being  brain-washed  and 
mesmerised  as  'darkening  cloud- 
of-war’  covered  the  entire 


A  CONSISTENT  ASPECT  OF  THE  NEWCASTLE  BRANCH  WAS 
GOING  OUT  AND  MAKING  CONTACT  VjTTH  THE  PEO PIE- 
IN  THIS  CASE  Tl  [ROUGH  THE  SALE  OF  B.U.  NEWSPAPERS 


INFORMING  THE  PUBLIC 
The  number  of  ‘Geordie’ 
volunteers  assembling  in  Lovain 
Crescent  outside  the  BU  HQ  on 


generation!  The  situation  we 
believed  required  a  neoteric 
approach  -  an  operation  of 


the  ‘Day’  exceeded  the  six  teams 
(each  of  4  personnel)  who  had 
previously  received  the  detailed 
briefing  and  practice.  Two  of  the 
teams  included  female 
volunteers.  Everyone  was 
wearing  their  usual  ‘harrier’ 
running  gear.  Two  members  in 
each  team  carried  a  knapsack: 
each  knapsack  contained  a  supply 
of  ‘Action’.  The  six  teams,  plus  a 
dozen  or  so  additional  volunteers 
formed  up  into  a  double  column: 
the  ‘Teams’  at  the  rear  in  the  pre¬ 
planned  order.  The  area  targeted 
for  the  ‘drop’  was  about  a  mile 
from  the  HQ. 

The  column  set-off  jogging  out- 
of-step,  affecting  a  sort  of 
informality.  Arriving  at  the 


impressive  quality!;  careful 
planning  and  preparation  were 
essential  ingredients  e.g.:  a)  a 
detailed  briefing;  b)  a  measured 
and  limed  ‘drop’  by  a  single  leant 
provided  a  yard-stick  for 
estimating  the  time  scale,  and  c) 
a  rehearsal  run  (without  chant  or 
distribution)  over  a  comparable 
circuit-route  in  another  part  of  the 
City  ensured  that  the  teams 
taking  part  understood  what 
would  be  expected  of  them  on  the 
‘day’.  Further,  the  choosing  of 
different  practice  and  rehearsal 
areas  and  maintaining  silence 
contributed  to  I)  drawing 
minimum  attention  and.  2)  it 
helped  in  keeping  the  location  of 
the  chosen  target-area  under 


target-area  and  entering  upon  the  ‘wraps'  until  the  chosen  ‘Date’. 


circuit-route,  which  encompassed  The  thinking  behind  this  tactic 
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communications  link  and  this 
was  needed  now  more  than  ever! 
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OSWALD  MOSLEY  LEADS  A  MARCHING  COLUMN  OF 
NEWCASTLE  MEMBERS  ACROSS  TOVt'N  MOOR 


was  to  reduce  the  nsk  of  a 
counter-demonstration  and 

possible  RHG  interference. 

"  IIH  MN<.  THE  MESSAGE 
Over  the  next  two  to  three 
months  efforts  to  keep  a  regular 
level  of  street  salcs-points 
manning  was  an  increasing 
difficulty  as  the  spare-tune  of 
many  members  was  taken -up  by 
the  training  requirements  of  the 
local  Anti-Aircraft  unit.  The 
Harrier  Group  publicity  exercises 
were  similarly  effected'  “Living 
like  athletes  hod  become,  almost 
overnight,  practising  as  part-time 
soldi  ers!" 

The  unexpected  announcement  at 
the  end  of  June  that  the  usual 
annual  Territorial  Army  training 
camps  for  1938  were  to  be 
extended  from  two  to  four  weeks 
for  all  anti-aircraft  regiments, 
added  to  the  already  heightened 
public  apprehension  and  tension 
throughout  Britain.  Consequent!) 
during  the  whole  month  of  July 
the  ‘Gcordie’  ‘Action’  street 
sales-teams  were  much  depleted 
Nevertheless,  those  still  available 
stuck  dogged!)  to  the  job  — 
somehow  the  ‘Mosley  Message’ 
had  to  continue  to  be  made 
available  to  people. 

Come  August  and  the  completion 
of  the  Tyneside  anti-aircraft 
defence  units  participation  in  the 
nationwide  military  exercise 
‘Couverture’,  the  ‘Geordie’ 
(khaki  banlcdress)  Blackshirts 
returned  to  'civvy-street',  and 
into  British  Union  action.  Street- 
sales  being  the  foremost  activity; 
such  was  tbeir  dedication!:  such 
was  their  faith!;  such  was  their 
patriotism! 

MOVING  ON 

It  was  submitted  that  since  the 
end  of  1937,  the  Branch  HQ  had 
become  chiefly  a  British  Union 
literature  and  “Action’’  Sales 
.Agency,  and  for  those  activities 
the  present  location  seemed 
‘OK’;  oo  the  other  hand  the  space 
rented  was  now  more  than 
needed  for  those  purposes, 
furthermore  the  up-keep  costs 
were  high  and  also,  in  the  coming 
year  (1939)  the  rent  and  rates 
charges  would  be  increased. 
Another  viewpoint  was  that  since 
moving  out  from  the  City-centre 
it  had  become  more  difficult  to 
make  speedy  contact  with  some 
of  the  members.  The  previous 
central  location  had  had  the 
advantage  of  being  within 
mirnoes  of  the  veritable  hub  of 
the  public  transport  interchange 
system;  also  public  services; 
administration  and  commercial 
offices,  major  stores  and  shops: 
entertainment  and  restaurants,  all 
withal  an  approximate  500  yards 
radius  It  could  be  said  that  most 
of  the  City's  adult  population 
would  visit  the  ‘downtown’  area 
al  least  once  in  ever)  week  and 
man)',  more  often  The  facility  to 
’call-in'  Cpop-in’)  to  Branch  HQ 
whilst  *  i  dav-Io-day  transit,  or 
whatever,  w.  n  iir-  ahtablc 


(NB.  The  reader  is  reminded  that 
in  those  days  the  'home-phone' 
was  a  luxury,  in  fact  a  rarity,  nor 
did  the  Branch  own  a  typewriter! 
lhc  Branch  communications 
‘network’  depended  almost 
wholly  upon  word-of-mouth!) 

The  decision  was  clear  “mover, 
“re-locale!” ;  “the  sooner  the 
benerP,  “tomorrow  we  live  -  or 
possibly  dieP 

WAR  FEVER 

The  possibility  of  war  was  now 
clear!)  uppermost  in  peoples* 
mind,  the  public  disquiet  was 
very  evident.  Also  in  evidcnct 
was  a  distinct  change  of  public 
attitude  and  feeling  towards  the 
Movement.  Many  ‘Action* 
purchasers  were  asking 
questions  e.g.  “Will  there  be 
war?"  ...  “What  can  Movies  do 
now?"  ...  “Is  Hitler  bluffing?" 
....  Or  “Do  you  think  Hitler 
should  be  stopped?".  The 
standard  answer  was  “Read 
Mosley  ...  take  an  extra  copy 
for  a  friend!".  On  the  other- 
band  there  was  also  some  vocal 
opposition  growing  when  from 
timc-to-limr  there  would  be  a 
shouted:  “On  whose  side  are 
you  ...  Nazi!",  which  was  met 
by  an  equally  loud  rejoinder: 
I'm  ready  to  fight  for  Britain!  - 
are  sou T 

On  a  few  occasions  this 
aggravation  would  result  in  a 
punch  or  two  being  thrown  and 
for  a  few  moments  a  sales-pitch 
would  be  disrupted.  It  was 
however  gratifying  when 
immediately  following  such  a 
minor  fracas  there  would  be  a 
number  of  extra  copies 
purchased! 

The  naval  shipyards,  the 
armament  and  munition  factories 
on  Tyneside  continued  to  buzz 
with  a  growing  momentum. 
Overtime  was  adding  more 
money  to  the  weekly  pay-packet 
of  many  workers.  Many  of  whom 
for  several  years  had.  together 
with  their  families,  existed  at  the 
unemployment  'dole'  subsistence 
level.  This  created  an  illusory 
feeling  of  personal  involvement 
in  the  events  about  to  unfold 
August  30*'  It  is  announced  that 
the  British  Cabinet  is  holding  an 
emergency  meeting  to  discuss  the 
mounting  CzecJi  crisis, 
fherc  is  a  subdued  acceptance  of 
the  situation  by  many  workers 
and  there  dependents. 

August  31"  Sir  John  Simon. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
restates  the  warning  given  by  the 
Prime  Minister  in  March,  saying 
“That  declaration  still  holds  good 
today*” 

Then  followed  two  weeks  of 
rumour,  slanted  speculation,  and 
manipulated  misinformation 
circulated  by  a  variety  of  sources, 
preparing  the  British  people  for 
the  worst!.  , 

jSi ..timber  14*:  Martial  Inw  is 
r  ;  >rted  to  have  been  hrr<i:,jit 


into  effect  in  Czechoslovakia. 
September  23"*:  It  is  announced 
that  general  mobilisation  has 
taken  place  in  Czechoslovakia. 
September  25*  The  press 
, reports  a  rush  in  London  for  gas 
masks  following  the  escalated 
'tension. 

September  26*:  The  British  fleet 
Its  mobilised.  The  territorial  Army 
anti-aircraft  defence  units  embark 
upon  a  seven-days  ’test’ 
i  mobilisation 

September  28*-  A  Four  Power 
jConferenoe  comprising:  Britain. 
'Germany.  France  and  Italy  is 
; convened  in  Munich. 

I  September  30"‘  The  Prime 
(Minister  Neville  Chamberlain 
'arrives  back  in  Britain  from  the 
Munich  Conference,  stepping 
|  from  his  aircraft  triumphantly 
;  waving  aloft  to  a  waiting  world- 
press  a  document,  and  smilingly 
declares:  “PEACE!  IN  OUR 
TIME" 

The  press  and  radio  momentarily 
marking-time,  ostensibly  joined 
the  nation's  feeling  of  relief  But 
within  72  hours  this  same  media 
was  bringing  into  sharp  focus 
serious  divisions  of  opinion 
within  the  influential  upper 
political  circles.  The  word 
“Appeasement”  was  rapidly 
assuming  a  hard  derogatory 
political  emphasis,  and  was  soon 
being  used  to  relegate  “Peace”  in 
Europe. 

Returning  from  the  ‘brink-of- 
war’  the  ‘Z’  section  of  the  BU 
‘Gcordie’  Branch  was  by  October 
back  to  near  full  strength 
activities.  However,  the  ’Munich 
Crisis'  experience  had  effected  a 
change  in  the  previous  bubbling- 
eflcrvesccncc'  of  the  young  j 
zealots  Their  demeanour  had 
clearly  changed;  their 
determination  now  had  a 
gnmness  and  harder  edge 
TRIE  CRH 

The  young  Mosley  Blackshirts 
were  born  of  the  generation  who 
had  fought  and  died  in  the 
bloodbath  of  “The  Great  War 
1911  to  1918";  their  gcncratioi 


had  lived  through  and  survived 
what  history  would  call  the  “The 
Great  Depression”.  With  them 
Britain  would  always  oome  first!: 
'Whatever  the  future  held  in¬ 
store  for  them,  come  what  may, 
they  would  bold  a  place  in  the 
history  of  Britain' . 

THE  STRUGGLE  GOES  ON 
Following  the  Anniversary 
gathering  a  special  team  of  six 
personnel  worked  in  conjunction 
with  the  street  saJes-teams  on 
each  of  the  retraining  weekends 
up  to  Christmas  '38.  Their  job 
was  to  carry  two  “Action"  poster 
bill-boards  slung  from  the 
shoulders,  back  and  front; 

One  poster  read  "TOMORROW 
WE  UVE”,  and  the  other 
“MOSLEY  FOR  PEACE” 

Their  task  was  lo  line-up  along 
the  pavement-edge  each  member 
alternatively  facing  the  road  or 
pavement  Jn  this  formation  they 
would  chant  in  unison:  “Read  all 
about  it"  ...  “Read  Mosley". 
After  several  minutes  the  'team' 
would  move  slowly  in  single  file 
to  the  next  “Action"  sales-pitch 
and  repeat  the  demonstration: 
cinema  and  theatre  queues  were 
also  included  Whilst  the  total 
number  of  OM’s  book 
(“Tomorrow  We  Live”)  sold 
during  these  exercise  is  now 
beyond  recall,  the  highlight  of  the 
’drive’  coning  approximately 
midway  through  the  period  when 
on  one  afternoon  seven  copies 
were  sold  within  one  hour! 

Such  was  the  measure  if  what  we 
though  at  the  time  was: 
’success’’  when  the  press  was 
relentlessly  manipulating  public 
opinion  in  the  wake  of  the 
Munich  Crisis 

1938:  a  year  of  :  ‘brainwashing’: 
’brinkmanship’  and  war  crisis' 
concluded  with  two  significant 
newspaper  reports 
December  I  “  fbc  <  ’peace  in  our 
time’)  government  of  Neville 
Chamberlain  announced  plans  for 
a  National  Register  ‘Everyone 
was  lo  be  designated  for  a 
w.tiumc  ib’.  At  long  last1  Eight 


SORRY 


William  Swift  continued  from 
age  8 

Although  freed,  his  life  had 
effectively  been  destroyed  solely 
by  the  testimony  of  just  two  men: 
Cecil  Rashleigh  and  Joseph 
Baron. 

BARON  ‘SELECTED  BY'  MIS 


ABOUT  THAT 


FOR  THE  PURPOSE’ 


A  few  years  ago.  some  papers 
came  to  light  that  included  a 
memo  written  by  Sir  Alexander 
Maxwell  who  had  been 
Permanent  Under  Secretary  at  the 
Home  Office  from  1938  to  1948. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  powerful 
men  in  the  Home  Office:  the 
government  department 

responsible  for  the  police  and 
criminal  matters. 

The  memo*  was  about  the  case 
of  William  Swiff  and  was  written 
by  Maxwell  on  4  June  1946.  To 
say  the  least,  it  lets  a  very  large 
cat  out  of  the  bag.  In  this  memo, 
which  was  initialled  by  Maxwell 
with  alterations  in  ink  in  his  own 
hand,  he  states: 

1.  “a  man  called  Rashleigh. 
and  apparently  used  by  M15 
as  their  agent...” 

2.  ‘‘Rashleigh  at  this  point 
must  have  been  acting  on 
police  or  M15  instructions" 

3.  “A  Corporal  Baron  who 
presumably  had  been 
selected  by  M15  for  the 
purpose” 

4:  “ft  appears  to  have  been  part  of 
Rashleigh’s  job  to  try  and  lead 
Swift  on” 

5:  “A  man  called  Rashleigh  who 
was  sent  to  him  (Swift)  in  the 
guise  of  a  prospective  member  of 
British  Union” 

Of  course,  at  Swiff's  trial  it  was 
never  mentioned  that  the  only- 
two  witnesses  against  him 
(providing  the  only  evidence 
against  him)  were  both  MU  or 
police  agents.  It  is  well  known 
that  British  Courts  of  Law  have  a 
particular  dislike  for  agent 
provocateurs. 

We  will  probably  never  know 
whether  William  Swift  was  fitted 
up,  stitched  up  and  sent  down  for 
the  equivalent  of  a  life  sentence 
by  the  local  police.  Special 
Branch.  MI5  or  the  Government 
of  War  wishing  to  make  an 
example  and  a  deterrent  out  of 
Swift. 

What  wc  do  know  is  that 
William  Swift  was  an 
honourable  man  who  never 
betrayed  his  country.  His  only 
'crime'  was  to  bravely  speak  out 
against  an  unnecessary  war.  as  he 
saw  it.  that  before  it  ended  was  to 
cost  the  lives  of  60  million 
people  worldwide. 

•Home  Office  45  Group, 
document  24464 


Mosley 

Policy  and  Debate 

This  collection  of  essays 
taken  from  the  European 
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Please  make  cheques  for  £3 
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(Condition  can  best  be 
described  as  being 
reasonable  to  good). 


A  new  museum  has  opened  in 
Moscow.  It  celebrates  86  years  of 
bloodshed  and  terror  perpetrated 
by  the  K.G.B.  previously  known 
as  the  Cheka  and  now 
reincarnated  as  the  Federal 
Security  Forces  (F.S.B.). 

Its  founder.  Felix  Dzerzhinsky 
with  the  tacit  approval  of  Lenin 
was  responsible  for  unleashing 
the  ‘Red  Terror’  throughout  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  result  was 
over  20  million  perishing  by 
starvation,  working  to  death  or 
direct  assassination.  Among  the 
gruesome  exhibits  of  bloodshed 
clothing  armoury  and  documents 
is  a  list  of  names  with  a  single 
cross  hand  written  against  the 
typed  columns  of  names.  It 
transpires  that  Lenin  was  in  the 
habit  of  putting  a  X  on 
documents  to  remind  himself  that 
he  had  read  the  paper. 
Dzerzhinsky  misinterpreted  one 
such  notation  as  an  instruction  to 
kill  everyone  on  the  list 
In  a  single  night  1500  prisoners 
were  put  to  death.  It  was  a 
mistake  but  went  without  even  a 
reprimand  for  the  blood  lusting 
Felix.  For  years  his  statue 
dominated  the  square  in  front  of 
the  Lubyanka,  but  was  pulled 
down  by  pro-democracy  activists 
in  1991. 

In  2003  a  call  has  gone  out  for  its 
re-erection  in  front  of  the 
infamous  Charnel  House. 
Perhaps  a  simple  test  for  the 
Putin  regime  is  whether  such  a 
monster  is  to  be  commemorated. 
Let’s  not  forget  that  Russia's 
First  Minister  was  for  years  an 
active  and  highly  successful 
member  of  the  K.B.G. 

HOW  THE  BUF  CAME  TO 
GEORDIELA  ND 

years  after  Oswald  Mosley  had 
resigned  his  ministerial  post 
because  of  the  government’s 
failure  to  act  on  the  problem  of 
unemployment,  the 

Chamberlain  Government  had 
found  a  solution!  At  long  last  we 
were  to  have  —  Full 
employment! 

December  Zlst:  The  Government 
reveals  plans  for  enormous 
expenditure  on  building  air-raid 
shelters.  Winston  Churchill  had 
declared  that  these  were 
“indispensable”,  and  proper 
precautions  would  make  air-attack 
not  worthwhile. 

Before  concluding,  mention  must 
be  made  of  the  spate  of  graphic- 
slogans  that  appeared  overnight 
i.e.:  “MOSLEY  FOR  PEACE”; 
FOIIOW  MOSLEY”.  “MIND 


‘Mosley  alone  rose  to  the  height  of  the 
challenge  ...  his  proposals  offered  a 
blueprint  for  most  of  the  constructive 
advances  in  economic  thinking  to  the  present 
day  ...  an  astonishing  achievement,  evidence 
of  a  superlative  talent.’  aj.p.  Tavfor 

MY  LIFE 

The  autobiography  of  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  is  still  in 
print  and  available.  Hardback  £15.  Paperback  £5. 
Cheques  payable  to  ‘Brockingday’.  Send  to 
Brockingdav.  27  Old  Gloucester  Street.  London. 
i  WC1N  3 XX. _  _ 

bracketed  by  the  ‘circle  and  flash’ 
symbol  of  British  Union.  They 
were  daubed  in  30”  lettering 
alongside  several  busy  traffic 
routes  throughout  Tyneside. 

And  so  wc  come  to  the  end  of  a 
year  of  government 

‘brinkmanship’  and  ‘war  crisis';  of 
media  ‘brainwashing’  and  news 
‘manipulation’,  and  to  quote  OM: 

“British  Union’s  deep  quarrel 
with  the  virtually  unanimous 
policy  of  the  old  parties  is  that  it 
has  sacrificed  both  the  interests 
of  Britain  and  of  world  peace  to 
a  political  vendetta.  Particularly 
we  denounce  the  pursuit  of  that 
feud  to  the  risk  of  British  lives 
and  world  catastrophe  because 
it  is  dictated  by  a  subversive  to 
the  vile  international  interests 
which  command  the  old 

parties”.  Is  fully  copyrighted  No 

To  be  concluded  rep; eduction  is  permitted  in  nny 
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form  without  wiilten  permission 
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;mg  arrangements 


Random  Notes  on  18B 


Germans  and  Italians.  -  escapees' 
nominal  roll  call:  bands  humour. 
Previous  occupants  -  hut  with  old 
equipment  fire  -  one  left  hanging 
in  loft! 

Introduction  to  Blit/c  technique. 
Chandelier  flares  on  parachutes. 
Tracer  bullets  and  A.A.  fire  8pm. 
Sky  glow  and  later  petrol  bombs 
and  land  mines  8  nights  and 
unlighted  camp  complaint. 
Marching  orders  to  docks  and 
LO.M 

6)  Journey  to  I.O.M 

Slow  trip  and  escort  of  2 
corvettes.  Depth  charges  -  delay 
at  Douglas  March  to  station  at 
3am. 

Train  to  Peel  and  march  to  camp. 
Shore  Rd.  Craig  Malin  army  H.Q 
Top  houses.  Holiday  houses  4 
story  at  front.  Arranged  duties  on 
'A  army  ration  issue  9am  roll  call 
parade. 

Some  entertainments  -  bowls, 
swimming  trip,  water  babies 
Italian  cafes  -  trading  in  rigs 
spends.  Train  trip  on  drainage  at 
Glen  Loch  (Crosby).  Trout 
stream.  Mists. 

Armley  trip  missed.  Peel  riot  and 
police  change.  New  roll  call  style 

-  top  house.  Notified  of  release  - 
Nov.  1941.  Home. 

7)  Home  Coming 

After  18  months  June'40  to  Nov  . 
4 1 .  Journey  home  from  Peel 
under  military  escort  to  Liverpool 

—  them  by  train.  Italian  Mieilc  as 
companion  from  trench  dig  at 
Glen  Loch. 

Released  night  home  for 
confirm?  Leopold  Rd.  shop  and 
starting  again.  Keeping  home 
fires  burning? 

Aikinsons  looking  and  leaflet 
distribution.  Medical  exam  farce 
Grade  4.  Dr  McKinnon  exam. 
Fire  watching. 

Monthly  report  to  police  -  Abbot 
friendly  cop.  Jewish  attack 
Jackson  Special  Const.? 

For  further  information  on  the 
life  of  W.H.  Wood  please  refer  to 
his  obituary  in  Comrade  48 


Among  the  papers  of  W  illiam  H.  Wood,  a  permanent  member  of 
the  B.ll  staff  based  in  Leeds.  Yorkshire  was  a  number  of 
enigmatic  handwritten  notes.  Related  to  his  time  of  incarceration 
at  the  pleasure  or  His  Majesty’s  Government.  Compiled  after  bis 
release  as  a  possible  aide-memoir  they  give  a  graphic  insight  into 
life  behind  the  wire  (barbed). 

One  can  only  imagine  the  Mixed  18b  pop.  Including 

terrible  upheaval  and  distress  Italians  etc.  Slow  drift  to  Brixlon 

caused  by  a  knock  on  the  dbor.  "  some  released, 

instant  arrest  and  often  2 » Brixton 

imprisonment  for  years  without  Larger  cells  -  almost  luxury  after 
charge  or  trial  experienced  by  Ualton  and  association  better, 
men  and  women  members  and  Exercise  in  grounds  with  many 
supporters  of  British  Union.  friends  and  top  personalities. 

Thai  was  the  lot  of  people  caught  Mosley  -  Capt.  Ramsey  (M.P.  for 

up  in  the  cobbled  together.  Peebles)  N.F.S.  water  static 

rushed  through  Parliament,  put  tanks.  Blimps  and  search  lights, 

on  the  statute  book  Rule  I8B.  Brompton  Oratory  -  Burlington 

The  fall  out  of  relationships  House  4  hr  vigil.  Sir  N.  Birkctl  + 

together  with  acute  financial  (C°-  activities  etc. 

problems  is  an  injustice  never  Return  to  Brixton  and  Mosley 

addressed  by  the  current  crop  of  flu'z  ~  w,t*1  °PI'on?’  Prom*sc  10 

liberal  do-gooders.  Perceived  join  up  on  release.  UJC? 

wrongs  going  back  to  the  slave  Haircuts  -  rigs  -  Raven  Thomson 

trade  and  beyond  can  be  and  others 

highlighted  but  never  the  plight  3 )  Stafford 
of  a  group  of  ultra  loyal  British  From  Brixton  after  Star  Chamber 

subjects  who  faithfully  followed  awaiting  verdict  of  Adv.  Council 

their  leader's  edict.  To  our  Shuttle  type  separate  building 

members  my  message  is  plain  enclosed  cabbage  gardens 

and  clear.  Onr  country  is  Staff  shortage  and  self  service  - 

involved  in  war.  Therefore.  I  Brown  quaint  alcove  gas  lighting 
ask  you  to  do  nothing  to  injure  and  blackouts 
our  country,  or  to  help  any  Mixed  1 8b’s  doubtfuls  -  Komtza 
other  power.  etc.  Some  recreation  -  caterpillar 

SEVEN  STAGES  OF  18b  collecting.  Separated  condemned 

JUNE  1940  -  to  waiting 

NOVEMBER  1941  Friendly  parson  and  air  raid 

|)  Liverpool  (Walton)  Siemens.  Gamer  +  Co.  sorties 
Collection  in  Leeds.  Bradwcll  -  women's  wing. 


WI1J-IAM  H  WOOD  IN  LATER 
LIFE 

Move  to  York  racecourse  camp 
in  Dec. 

4)  York  Racecourse  C  amp 

Distribution  of  detainees  - 
grandstand.  Tote  buildings  and 
offices-  hospital.  Dining  hall  and 
cooking  arrangements.  Sunday 
services  Catholics  and  Italians 
Comm.  Hudson. 

Playing  fields  for  football  etc. 
Military  control  visits  in  small 
separate  building  M.Ps 
supervised.  Home  Office  permits. 
Christmas  celebration  -  Italian 
cafif  farce.  Winter  weather  - 
snow  fights.  Terry's  towel  in 
background. 

Some  plays  -  entertainment  old 
members  guarding  on  rthcr  side 
of  wire. 

Pcnncls  -  Downing  -  Lister 
released  -  Wiseman  Inky  Irving 
canteen  stamp  farce. 

5)  lluvton 

Rail  trip  though  blitzed  M/cr. 
Walk  to  camp.  Housing  estate 
fenced  off  Council  houses. 
Room  with  dormer  window 
shared  (2). 
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Reginald  Goodall 

Great  English  Wagnerian 

In  the  world  of  music  Barbirolli,  Solti,  Beecham,  Boult  and 
Sergent  are  still  revered.  The  consistent  re-issue  of  their  classical 
recordings  ensures  a  well-deserved  posthumous  recognition.  The 
name  of  Reginald  Goodall  is  less  known  but  of  equal  importance. 


Any  readers  who  are  opera- 
goers  will  probably  have  heard  of 
•Reggie'  Goodall.  who  when  he 
died  in  1990.  had  outlived  the 
years  in  which  his  talents  were 
neglected,  to  be  eventually 
recognised  as  the  greatest  British 
conductor  of  Wagner’s  music. 

His  musical  life  started  in 
Lincoln,  where  he  was  bom.  and 
he  attended  the  Cathedral  choir 
school  in  1910. The  choir  master 
was  certainly  no  namby-pamby, 
but  was  capable  of  dragging  out 
an  erring  choirboy  by  the  ear 
during  a  service,  or  hauling  him 
out  by  the  collar.  He  was  also  in 
the  habit  of  sticking  his  nicotine 
stained  fingers  into  the  boys' 
mouths  to  make  sure  they  were 
kept  wide  open!  More 
importantly  for  young  Reggie, 
this  man  had  studied  in  Germany  , 
and  it  was  his  playing  Bach  and 
Wagner  on  the  organ,  which 
awakened  the  young  choristers 
love  for  German  music. 
Eventually  Goodall  came  to 
London  and  studied  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Music,  later  having  a 
long  association  with  the  fine 
church  of  St  AJban  the  Martyr  in 
Holbom.  where  he  was  organist 
and  choirmaster.  A  German 
singer,  Rhcinhold  Warlich,  took 
him  as  his  accompanist  during 
several  visits  to  Germany  and 
Austria,  the  final  occasion  being 


in  1935.  Here  he  was  impressed 
by  the  industrial  revival,  the 
building  of  the  autobahns  and  the 
(all  in  unemployment,  as  well  as. 
of  course,  the  Berlin 
Philharmonic  and  the  great 
Wagner  Festival  at  Bayreuth. 

COMMITMENT 
Five  days  after  the  British 
declaration  of  war  an  Germany 
on  3m  September  1939,  Goodall 
joined  the  South  Kensington 
branch  of  the  BUF.  an 
extraordinary  act  of  courage  and 
conviction.  He  attended  some  of 
its  meetings  and  during  his  time 
as  conductor  of  a  wartime 
orchestra  in  Bournemouth,  he 
handed  out  BUF  leaflets  calling 
for  a  negotiated  peace  with 
Germany  -  in  addition  to  writing 
a  few  slogans  on  walls  and 
pavements!  He  once  got  himself 
arrested,  but  influential  friends 
managed  to  get  him  released  in 
time  to  conduct  a  concert  that 
evening.  It  was  probably 
fortunate’  for  him  that  he  was 
regarded  as  a  harmless  eccentric, 
but  some  of  us  might  have  other 
ideas  on  that! 

A  milestone  for  Goodall  was  the 
first  performance  of  Benjamin 
Britten's  new  opera  'Peter 
Grimes',  which  he  conducted,  on 
7U‘  June  1945.  exactly  a  month 
after  the  surrender  of  Germany. 
Sadler’s  Wells  theatre  was 


REGINALD  GOODAIJ. 


packed  to  bursting  point  with  the 
cream  of  the  music  world,  h  was 
a  euphoric  occasion  later  to  be 
recognised  as  a  watershed  in 
British  music.  Reggie's  private 
thoughts  were  probably  less 
euphoric  His  only  comment 
about  the  war  in  his  diary  was 
"After  five  and  a  half  years  of 
unnecessary  hell  and  war. 
unconditional  surrender".  He  had 
been  called  up  for  army  service, 
but  was  later  invalided  out  as 
being  totally  unfit.  In  1943  he 
entered  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  (as  his  wife  had  done)  at 
Brompton  Oratory. 

For  years  he  was  on  the  payroll 
of  the  Royal  Opera  House 
(Covent  Garden)  but  he  was 
rarely  seen  on  the  rostrum 
although  his  name  was  kept  on 
the  programmes  as  an  'assistant*. 
He  used  to  make  himself  valuable 
away  from  the  public  eye, 
coaching  singers  in  a  little  room 
high  up  in  the  building,  just  under 
the  roof  -  a  trudge  up  many 
flights  of  stairs.  This  room 
became  known  as  'Valhalla'! 


RECOGNITION 

The  years  of  neglect  eventually 
came  to  an  end  in  1966.  back  in 
Sadler’s  Wells  once  more,  that 
little  theatre  in  Roseberry  Avenue 
which  has  seen  so  much  musical 
history.  The  company  had 
decided  to  put  on  Wagner's  ‘The 
Mastcrsingers',  having  found  that 
it  had  the  strengths  needed  for 
mounting  this  large-scale  opera. 
Singers  like  Norman  Bailey  and 
Alberto  Remcdios  (originally  a 
welder  in  the  Liverpool 
shipyards)  had  not  previously  had 
the  airing  they  deserved,  and 
Goodall  was  called  in  to  conduct. 
The  rest  is  history:  he  went  on  to 
conduct  Wagner's  'Ring'  and 
many  other  works,  becoming  a 
cult-figure  of  opera.  He  was 
knighted  in  1985  for  services  to 
music.  In  his  excellent  and 
sympathetic  biography  “Reggie" 
-  the  life  of  Reginald  Goodall 
(out  of  print,  of  course!)  John 
Lucas  touches  on  the  man’s 
beliefs:  "He  did  not  try  to  cover 
up  his  Mosleyitc  past:  “It's  what 
1  thought  at  the  time*  he  said,  ‘I 
can't  change  thatT 
His  career  was  celebrated  in  a 
BBC  Omnibus  television 
programme  in  1984.  His 
relatively  meagre  legacy  of 
recorded  work  does  at  least 
convey  his  exceptional  talent.  He 
died  in  1990  aged  88  and  was 
buried  near  Canterbury  next  to 
his  wife.  Eleanor. 

W.H. 

Reggie:  the  life  of  Reginald 

Goodall 

By  John  Lucas 

Julia  MacRae  Books 

ISBN  1-85681-05-8 


F.O.M. 

MISSION  STATEMENT 

Founded  in  1982,  the  purpose  of  FRIENDS  OF  MOSLEY  was  to  bind  together  all  those  who  through  the 
years  had  supported  Mosley  in  his  long  march  for  the  soul  of  Great  Britain.  This  initially  took  the  form  of 
dinners  and  socials  held  all  over  the  country  .  These  events  were  often  attended  by  Lady  Mosley.  In  1986 
the  newsletter  COMRADE  was  launched.  Under  the  professional  editorship  of  John  Christian,  this  initial 
single  sheet  of  A4  has  grown  in  over  50  editions  to  be  the  authoritative  voice  of  the  life  and  works  of  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley.  It  may  comment  on  current  issues  but  it  is  not  involved  in  day  to  day  political 
campaigning.  It  fully  endorses  and  does  campaign  for  the  Mosley  doctrine  of  a  United  States  of  Europe. 
Not  to  be  confused  with  the  ultimate  P.C.  gravy  trains  of  Brussels  and  Strasbourg.  It  is  sent  without 
subscription  to  ail  former  Mosley  supporters  who  request  it,  widening  over  the  years  to  include 
Universities  and  Institutions  around  the  world.  In  addition  to  historians,  lecturers,  postgraduates  and 
bona  fide  researchers  who  recognise  the  worth  of  an  authoritative  source  of  information.  Added  to  this  a 
younger  generation  born  too  late  to  have  any  direct  link  but  who  are  keen  to  know  more  about  the 
Mosley  story.  F.O.M.  has  no  formal  membership.  The  mailing  lisLs  are  never  disclosed.  It  never  seeks 
funding  but  exists  on  voluntary  donations  from  those  who  are  appreciative  of  the  work.  We  simply  exist 
to  perpetuate  that  unique  Mosleyite  band  of  brotherhood  that  future  generations  of  Europeans  can  grasp 
in  order  to  build  a  noble  society  out  of  the  struggle  and  sacrifice  of  Mosley's  men. 

THE  SPIRIT  LIVES  ...  THE  REST  WILL  FOLLOW 
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Sir  Frederick  1-awton 

Son  of  a 
prison 
governor. 

Fred  spent 
most  of  his 
childhood  in 
the  shadow 
of 

Wandsworth 
Prison. 

After  attending  Battersea 

Grammar  School  he  went  up  to 
Corpus  Christi  College, 

Cambridge,  in  1932.  he  founded 
The  Cambridge  University 
Fascist  Association.  Early 
membership  of  British  Union 
lead  on  to  his  being  chosen  as  the 
Blackshirt  prospective 

Parliamentary  candidate  for 
Hammersmith  North. 

Gaining  a  First  Class  Historical 
Tripos  he  wrote  with  J.P.  Eddy 
‘India’s  New  Constitution’,  After 
winning  legal  scholarships  lie 
was  called  to  the  Bar  in  1935.  He 
often  gave  his  time  to  represent 
B.U.  members  who  found 
themselves  in  court. 

An  interesting  case  with  later 
more  serious  ramification  was 
held  at  the  Surrey  Quarter 
Sessions  at  Kingston  on  23* 
September  1937.  Fred  Lawton 
defended  four  British  Union 
members  accused  of  breaking 
into  a  bungalow  at  Famham  and 
stealing  a  quantity  of  books  and 
documents,  the  property  of 
Wilfred  Foulston  Vernon,  an  Air 
Ministry  civil  servant.  The  four 
B.U.  defendants  Ford.  Mann. 
Preen  and  Dawson  stated  they 
were  in  the  bungalow  for  twenty 
minutes  “To  secure  seditious  and 
bolshcvist  literature,  in  order  to 
take  it  to  Whitehall-.  In  cross- 
questioning  Vernon.  Lawton 
asked.  “You  arc  acquainted  with 
the  conditions  of  the  Civil 
Service  that  its  members  should 
not  participate  in  active  political 
work?” 

Vernon:  "I  know  the  regulation” 
Lawton:  “In  the  police  court  you 
describe  yourself  as  a  ‘student  of 
affairs'  is  that  right?  -  Yes.  And 
the  type  of  affairs  you  took  a 
great  interest  in  are  what  are 
often  known  as  Left  outlook  -  the 
outlook  of  the  Socialist  and 
Communist  Parties  in  this 
country?  -I  am  a  Socialist  * 
l-awton:  Not  a  Communist?  -  No 
In  further  cross  examination 


Vernon  admitted  he  belonged  to 
the  Left  Book  Club  (run  by  the 
Communist,  Victor  Gollancz) 
Lawton:  the  point  is  that  these 
men  thought  they  were  doing  a 
service  to  their  country  ...  they 
should  lake  his  (Vernon's)  papers 
along  to  the  authorities  and  show 
what  sort  of  man  he  was.  Have  a 
look  at  this  letter.  The  opening 
sentence  is  Dear  Wilfred  -  If  you 
have  turned  into  a  very  good 
voting  Red,  I  take  it  then  you  will 
be  satisfied  that  the  Left  book  left 
behind  at  Green  Hill  has  fulfilled 
the  purpose”. 

You  still  say  that  you  are  not  a 
Communist.  Yes.  A  Communist 
is  a  member  of  the  Communist 
Party,  and  I  am  not  a  member. 
The  chairman  in  his  summing  up 
directed  the  jury  to  bring  in  a 
verdict  of  not  guilty  of  house 
breaking  As  for  stealing  the 
goods,  they  received  a  nominal 
sentence  of  being  bound  over  for 
twelve  months. 

Significantly  on  the  28*  of 
September  Wilfred  Foulston 
Vernon  was  suspended  by  the 
Air  Ministry  from  his  duty  as  a 
civil  servant.  By  order  of  the 
court,  the  ‘stolen’  documents 
were  never  returned. 

During  the  war  Vernon  became  a 
lecturer  and  demonstrator  at  a 
War  Office  Home  Guard  School. 
In  the  Labour  election  landslide 
of  1945  he  became  and  M.P.  for 
Dulwich.  He  died,  aged  93,  in 
1975. 

In  his  book  Venona:  the 
greatest  secret  of  the  Cold  War, 
Nigel  West  (e»  M.P.  Rupert 
Allison)  revealed  that  Soviet 
military  intelligence  GRIJ  had 
supervised  Vernon  at  the  Air 
Ministry. 

Soviet  defector  Oleg 
Gordievsky  confirmed  that  one 
of  the  Soviet  agents  in  the  West 
was  ‘an  Air  Ministry  official. 
Major  W'ilfred  Vernon’. 
Lawton  in  that  pre-war  case 
had  come  close  to  exposing  a 
Russian  spy. 

Just  who  were  the  patriots? 
Around  the  same  time.  Lawlon 
among  a  team  of  four  was 
involved  in  secret  negotiations 
with  the  Mosleys  to  obtain  a 
radio  concession  from  the 
continent  to  operate  a  radio 
wavelength  to  cover  1-ondon  and 
Eastern  England.  This,  along  (he 
lines  of  Radio  Normandy  in 
France  would  broadcast  popular 
music  but  not  political 
propagnda.  which  would  have 
defeated  the  object  of  the 
exercise.  This  would  have 
supplied  funding  for  British 
Union.  A  contract  was  finally 
signed  with  Germany  in  1938 
who  wanted  foreign  currency. 
The  project  did  not  materialise 
because  of  the  war. 


During  those  years.  Lawton’s 
career  took  a  meteoric  rise, 
temporarily  stalled  by  the  second 
World  War  when  he  joined  the 
London  Irish  Rides.  Invalided 
out  in  1941,  he  returned  to  the 
Bar  as  a  much  sought  after 
criminal  advocate.  Taking  silk  in 
1957  he  later  became  a  recorder 
of  Cambridge  and  was  appointed 
a  High  Court  Judge  in  1961.  In 
the  same  year,  he  was  knighted. 
In  1972.  the  crowning  of  an 
illustrious  career  saw  him  made  a 
Lord  Judge  of  Appeal  and  a  Privy 
Councillor.  Sir  Frederick  gained 
respect  from  both  sides  of  the 
law.  After  jailing  the  gangster 
Charlie  Richardson  lor  25  years. 
Richardson  later  dedicated  his 
autobiography  to  him. 

In  retirement,  he  felt  a  greater 
freedom  to  express  his  views 
becoming  a  trenchant  letter  writer 
to  the  newspapers.  In  an 
interview  with  The  Daily 
Telegraph  in  1987  he  complained 
that  the  influence  of  the  Civil 
Liberty’s  Lobby  had  got 
“completely  out  of  hand”. 

His  perception  of  sixteen  years 
ago  certainly  has  strong 
resonance  today 
He  remained  on  Comrades 
mailing  list  until  his  death. 


John  fjnkiett 

John  became 
politically 
aware  in  his 
early  teens 
and  his  rite  of 
passage  to 
British  Union 
was  via 
membership 
of  the  Labour 
League  of 
Youth. 

Victory  Park  in  East  I  ondon  was 
a  regular  meeting  place  for  a 
great  diversity  of  political 
organisations.  Increasingly 
impressed  with  the  British  Union 
case  he  held  back  by  his  dislike 
of  the  Blackshirt  uniform.  His 
conversion  finally  came  on  an 
outing  in  1937  to  Hastings,  where 
by  chance  he  heard  George 
Dunlop  addressing  a  meeting  on 
the  sea  front.  The  speaker 
reflected  his  own  thoughts  on  the 
iniquities  of  unemployment, 
foreign  investment  and  the 
undercutting  of  British  labour. 
He  immediately  resolved  to  join 
his  local  branch  in  East  Ham.  A 
stable  membership  of  seventy 
members  reflected  a  good  cross 
section  of  local  society, 
shopkeepers,  school  masters, 
factory  workers,  bank  employees 
and  die  public  services.  Apart 
from  selling  the  weekly  papers; 
Blackshirt  and  Action  he  joined 
the  Kentish  Town  to  Trafalgar 
Square  march  where  Mosley- 


spoke  to  a  packed  audience. 
Devoting  a  minimum  of  three 
evenings  a  week  to  brunch 
activities,  he  later  became  its 
treasurer.  In  the  phoney  war 
period  he  helped  in  the 
Silvertown  election.  During  the 
wholesale  arrests  of  B.LT 
members,  he  was  visited  hy 
Special  Branch  but  surprisingly 
(to  him)  was  not  arrested.  This 
gave  him  the  freedom  to  take  an 
active  role  in  the  I8h  dependents 
fund  that  did  so  much  to  help 
alleviate  poverty  among  the 
many  wives  and  children  left 
destitute  by  such  a  cruel  and 
needless  act.  John  embraced  the 
new  policy  of  Europe  a  Nation, 
with  the  break  up  of  Empire  and 
the  advance  of  the  USSR.  He 
attended  the  founding  meetings 
of  Union  Movement  including 
the  hotly  contested  sites  at  Ridley 
Road  and  on  Hampstead  Heath. 
Moving  to  Romford  and  the 
added  responsibility  of  marriage, 
he  needed  to  scale  down  his 
political  activities.  Remaining  a 
loyal  member,  he  still  attended 
the  larger  meetings  and  dinners. 
John  summarised  his  life  by 
saying  he  regretted  nothing.  “I 
would  go  through  it  all  again” 
Such  people  were  the  backbone 
of  Mosleys  call  to  the  nation.  We 
regret  his  passing  and  extend  our 
sympathy  to  his  family. 


Frank  Hawke 

“This  is  the 
only  man 
talking 
common 
sense”.  With 
these  words 
father  took 
his  young 
son.  Frank,  to 
the  Finchley  Branch  in  long 
Lane  where  they  both  joined 
British  Union. 

Having  voted  Labour  in  1929  this 
politically  aware  family,  like  so 
many  others  became 
progressively  disillusioned  over 
the  years.  Mosley  offered  hope. 
“A  man  who  speaks  without 
notes  and  doesn't  repeat  himself 
was  a  man  of  sincerity".  This 
conclusion  by  the  Hawk  family 
meant  a  commitment  of  at  least 
four  evenings  a  week,  attendance 
at  all  the  major  London  meetings 
including  stewarding  at  the  giant 
Stop  War  Earls  Court  Rally.  In 
retrospect.  Frank  thought  that  had 
Mosley's  speech  been  broadcast 
nation  wide  no  war  would  have 
followed.  When  die  Finchley 
branch  closed  down  at  the 
outbreak  of  war.  work  continued, 
despite  official  harassment,  from 
his  home.  Frank  was  about  to  join 
the  R.A.F.  and  he  wrote  to  the 
police  threatening  not  to  join  if 
any  further  irttrlsion  took  place. 
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No  more  searches  happened  and 
Frank  joined  up.  As  in  so  many 
cases  domestic  responsibilities 
meant  that  after  the  war  he  did 
not  Teel  able  to  resume  an  active 
role.  In  I960  after  a  latter  day 
reading  of  Mosley's  seminal 
work.  The  Alternative,  he  walked 
into  National  Headquarters  and 
joined  Union  Movement.  He  took 
an  active  role  in  the  1966 
Shoreditch  Election  and  became 
a  regular  at  socials  and  dinners. 
Despite  failing  health,  he  joined 
F.O.M.  and  was  one  of  the  group 
who  travelled  to  Paris  to 
celebrate  Lady  Mosley's 
Birthday.  He  felt  Mosley  “was 
always  ahead  of  the  crowd.  With 
other  politicians  it  was  jam 
tomorrow,  something  that  never 
material iscd~.  We  salute  a  loyal 
comrade. 

Eric  VV  hittlelon 

Securer  in 
steady 
employment 
the  spectre  of 
the 

unemployed 
begging  in 
the  street, 
children  in 
bare  feet  and 
hungry  drove  Eric  at  a  very  early 
age  into  political  awareness. 

As  a  member  of  the  League  of 
Loyalists,  a  group  that  loosely 
supported  the  Conservatives  he 
gravitated  to  N.U.P.A.  the  youth 
wing  of  Mosley’*  New  Party  that 
survived  its  collapse  after  the 
election  of  1931.  Regular 
meetings  were  held  in  Chelsea, 
often  addressed  by  a  nucleus  of 
people  who  a  few  months  later 
were  to  join  British  Union.  Eric’s 
life  consisted  of  being  associated 
with  firsts.  He  was  at  the  launch 
of  Mosley's  book:  The  Greater 
Britain.  A  founder  grey  shirt 
member  of  British  Union.  At  its 
inaugural  outdoor  meeting  in 
Trafalgar  Square.  At  the  Mosley, 
Mat  ton  debate  chaired  by  David 
Lloyd  George.  Free  Trade  Hall, 
Belle  Vue,  Olympia,  Albert  Flail. 
Hyde  Park  et  al.  As  an 
accomplished  speaker  he  was  in 
great  demand  on  the  various 
pitches  maintained  by  his  branch 


at  Ealing.  He  twice  introduced 
Mosley  at  indoor  meetings  where 
he  vividly  remembered  the 
deliberate  time  devoted  to 
questions  “Mosley  always 
wanted  to  hear  the  publics’ 
view".  He  also  took  speakers  and 
political  classes  al  the 
Black  house.  Chelsea.  He 
applauded  the  move  to  Sanctuary 
Ruildings  in  1935  as  this 
devolved  more  power  to  the 
branches.  One  exceptional  piece 
of  research  on  his  part  led  the 
branch  to  hang  slogan  painted 
linen  sheets  on  telegraph  polls  to 
avoid  summons  for  fly  posting  by 
more  conventional  methods. 
After  some  rudimentary  choir 
practice  he  took  time  off  work  to 
join  the  British  Union  Band  at  the 
Dccca.  Stock  well  sound 
recording  studios  that  formed  the 
78  10"  disc  The  Marching  Song 
and  Britain  Awake.  Summer 
Camps.  Earls  Court.  Joining  the 
Royal  Army  Service  Corps 
followed.  He  was  tracked  down 
to  Barry  Docks  on  the  point  of 
departure  to  Le  Harve.  Arrested 
under  regulation  18b  this  he  felt 
to  be  rather  an  irony  when 
recalling  this  time  in  1932 
attending  the  Hendon  Air  Show 
when  he  handed  out  leaflets 
drawing  attention  to  our  weak  Air 
Fort*  and  defences.  Transported 
to  Brixton.  Eric  recalls  seeing 
Mosley  covered  in  fleabites. 
.Ascot.  Stafford  and  Hyton 
followed.  After  a  particularly 
heavy  raid  on  neighbouring 
Liverpool,  he  was  together  with 
other  detainees  drafted  into  the 
bombed  areas  to  help  get  people 
out  of  the  rubble.  The  rescued 
could  not  believe  that  Fascist 
prisoners  were  prepared  to  help. 
Onward  to  the  Isle  of  Man  and 
eventual  release.  While 
embracing  the  post-war  European 
ideal.  Eric  resolved  not  to  get 
involved  in  the  post-war  Union 
Movement. 

A  career  and  family 
commitments  had  to  take 
precedence.  A  pioneer  is  no 
longer  with  us.  We  salute  a  man 
who  never  wavered  in  his  belief 
of  Mosley  and  his  ideals. 


FUNERAL  OF  DIANA.  LADY  MOSLEY 

Rejoiceth  not  in  inquiry,  but  rejoice  in  the  truth. 
Beareth  all  things,  helieveth  all  things,  endureth 
alt  things. 

These  words  from  I  Corinthians  were  read  by 
Catherine  Hesketh.  Lady  Mosley’s  granddaughter, 
during  the  funeral  service  held  al  the  church  of  St. 
Mary.  Swinbrook.  Oxfordshire  on  19°'  August 
2003.  following  her  death  in  Paris. 

The  mourners  were  lead  by  her  four  sons.  Lord 
Moyne  (Jonathan  Guninness),  Desmond  Guinness. 
Alexander  and  Max  Mosley  ,  her  sister  The  Duchess 
of  Devonshire  together  with  other  members  of  her 
family. 

.Among  the  loyal  and  staunch  friends  present  wen 
Lord  St  John  of  Fawsley.  Mary  Lovell.  Selina 
Hastings.  A.N.  Wilson.  Jerry  I.ehane  and 
representatives  of  F.O.M. 

In  a  village  that  still  echoes  to  the  Redesdale  tamih 
it  was  a  fitting  location  to  say  farewell,  as  she  was 
laid  to  rest  alongside  the  graves  of  three  of  her 
sisters:  Pamela.  Nancy  and  Unity. 

The  final  .chapter  of  a  remarkable  life. 

Diana.  Lady  Mosley  had  returned  from  exile 
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In  memoriam 

“THEIR  NAME  LrVETH  FOR  EVERMORE" 

B  ROC  KING  DAY.— G.T.  and  K.G.  The 
First  Casualties  World  War  2:  RAF  9 
Sqdn  and  Mosley’s  British  Union. 
Volunteer  air  gunners  killed  in  action 
Keil  Canal.  Sept.  4, 1939.  F.O.M. 


“My  warning  to  you  is  to  beware  lest  old  age  steal  back  to  rob  you  of  your  reward.  You  must 
beware  that  these  old  dead  men,  with  their  old,  dead  minds  embalmed  in  the  tombs,  do  not 
creep  back  to  dominate  your  new  age. 

You  must  beware  lest  they  reap  the  fruits  of  your  sacrifice  and  gamer  that  wondrous  harvest 
into  the  rotting  granaries  of  1914. 

You  must  see  that  they  have  no  share  in  the  building  up  of  that  temple  which  the  hands  of  youth 
shall  erect  upon  the  ashes  of  its  dead  in  everlasting  memories  of  youth  that  died  to  save  this 
world  from  the  forces  of  follies  and  crimes  of  complacent  old  age” 

Oswald  Mosley,  8lh  October  1919 


Printed  and  published  by  Friends  of  Mosley. 
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European  Union  -  The  Third  Force  was  the  cornerstone  of  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley’s  post-war  political  thinking.  Strong  vibrant 
nations  coming  together  to  act  in  unison  as  a  bulwark  between 
Russia  and  America.  Present  day  reality,  says  Adrian  Pearce , 
should  determine  a  cautious  approach  to  this  much  sought  after 
gaol. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUM 


The  hackneyed  Churchillian  words  “We  will  fight  them  on  the 
beaches  ...  We  will  never  surrender"  will  have  an  added  hollow  ring 
on  1“  May  2004.  when  an  extra  seventy  three  million  citizens  from 
ten  more  nations  join  the  European  Union.  Apart  from  Cyprus  and 
Malta,  the  former  Warsaw  Pact  countries,  Slovakia.  Lithuania.  Czech 
Republic.  Estonia.  Hungary.  Latvia.  Slovenia  and  Poland  will  come 
blinking  into  the  daylight  with  little  to  recommend  in  the  way  of  ' 
economic  strength.  Whilst  we  must  applaud  the  freeing  of  the 
communist  yoke  the  pre-emptive  rush  into  F..U.  expansion  will  lead 
to  enormous  strains  on  the  established  nations  in  Western  Europe. 
Peasant  agriculture,  antiquated  transport,  backward  medicine, 
appalling  housing  conditions  and  a  per  capita  income  just  one  third  of  - 
E.U.  levels  is  a  gamble  of  the  first  order.  In  most  cases  add  on  a 
shaky  political  structure  and  endemic  corruption. 


a  son  touch 


Integration  into  Western  Europe 
from  such  a  low  datum  line  is 
wrong,  some  form  of  associate 
membership  should  have  been 
negotiated  to  allow  these  nations 
a  breathing  space  to  reach  parity. 
One  of  the  main  problems  to  he 
immediately  faced  is 
immigration  The  majority  of 
E.U.  countries  have  taken  up  an 
offered  seven  year  ban  on  entry 
from  citizens  from  these 
fledgling  states.  Not  Britain. 
Jack  Straw  brushed  aside  this 
measure  allowing  full  and  free 
entry  to  the  U.K.  from  these 
backward  nations.  At  this  late 
stage,  reality  is  dawning  that 
perhaps  this  was  not  such  a  good 
idea.  A  near  covert  one  million 
pound  campaign  administered  by 
the  International  Organisation  for 
Migration  turned  out  to  be  a  few 
television  adverts  aimed  mainly 
at  the  Roma,  spreading  the  word 
of  the  downside  oflife  in  Britain 
Who  will  listen  when  we  offer 
income  support,  housing,  access 
to  the  National  Health  Service: 
already  over  burdened  with 
health  tourism,  together  with 


propaganda  and  its  ilk  is  mainly 
for  consumption  by  the  restive 
natives  of  this  land.  In  reality,  the 
record  on  deportation  is 
lamentable. 

With  over  80%  of  existing 
asylum  seekers  claims  to  political 
asylum  turning  out  to  be  nothing 
more  than  economic  migration 
you  would  think  that  these  false 
claimants  would  be  put  onto  the 
next  aeroplane  home  to  their  own 
country  of  origin  Wrong- 


have  David  Blunkett  offering 
home  sweet  home  to  an  estimated 
50.000  failed  immigrants.  In 
addition  ss  least  130.000  who 
could  not  wait  for  such  largesse 
have  gone  missing,  disappeared 
without  trace.  Where  is  the 
machinery  to  deal  with  this 
scandal?  Such  people  must  be 
fuelling  the  Black  Economy, 
subjected  to  cruel  exploitation 
low  wages  and  always  the  threat 
of  exposure.  So  much  for  the 
much  vaulted  principles  of  New 
Labour. 

Wc  have  the  highest  number  of 
asylum  application)  in  the  world. 
Nearly  £2  billion  is  thrown  at  the 
problem  every  year.  The 
announcement  of  Tailed  asylum 
seeking  Somalis  and  Iraqis  were 
to  be  forced  back  to  their 
homelands  is  welcome.  The  rate? 
One  per  day! 

Now.  with  imminettf  free  access 
to  this  country  from  ten  nations  a 
large  majority  no  longer  need  to 
hide  in  cross  channel  lorries, 
walk  the  tunnel  or  cross  in  a 


MOSIJ-'Y  SPEAKS  IN  HIS  NORTH  KENSINGTON  ELECTION 
PRESSURES  COU1J)  HAVE  BEEN  ADDRESSED  IN  A  SANE 
CANDITURE  BEEN  A  SUCCESS 


any  number  of  fringe  benefits 
for  the  asking 

At  the  last  minute  the 
Government  has  woken  up  to  the 
potential  chaos  and  has  started 
issuing  onc/two  year  benefit  bans 
coupled  with  the  message  “work 
or  be  sent  home"  etc.  Ibis 


DELUGE 

The  message  is  hang  on  in,  stick 
around  and  just  wait  for  the  next 
government  amnesty.  Failed 
asylum  seekers  due  for 
deportation  benefited  from  the 
1991-94  amnesty.  It  was  tried 
again  ip  1998-99  and  now  we 


CAMPAIGN  1959.  IMMIGRATION 
AND  HUMANE  WAY  HAD  HIS 

rubber  dingy.  Just  buy  a  ticket 
and  turn  up.  legitimately.  An 
influx  of  mam  thousands  can  be 
expected.  Will  they  take  heed  of 
a  campaign  to  paint  Britain  in  a 
negative  light?  Coupled  with  the 
threat  of  economic  sanction. 

1  think  not 


APRIL  2004 


RECORD  OF  A  SHAMEFUL  ACT 


LOUSE  FISHER  (MIDDLE  OF  GROUP)  STEPS  ASHORE  ONTO 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN  DESTINED  FOR  THE  INTERNMENT 
CAMP  AT  PORT  ERIN 


I  had  never  seen  Lady  Mosley 
until  I  met  her  in  Holloway 
Prison  in  1940. 

I  was  not  imprisoned  with  the 
first  batches  of  detainees  in  the 
May  and  June  of  1940.  I 
continued  teaching  in 
Birmingham.  I  also  continued 
seeing  various  friends  who  were 
also  members  of  B.U.  There  were 
no  political  activities,  and  I 
simply  met  them  as  friends.  I  also 
visited  my  fiance  (later  my 
husband)  who  had  been  detained 
under  Regulation  18b.  at  various 
prisons.  First  Walton  Prison  in 
Liverpool,  which  was  terrifying 
to  visit,  then  Stafford  Gaol, 
equally  awesome.  The  police 
played  cat  and  mouse  with  me, 
and  I  was  once  taken  from  the 
school  where  I  taught,  by  two 
plain-clothes  police  officers, 
into  Birmingham  and 
interrogated  for  nearly  two 
hoars,  witboat  representation, 
or  any  charges  being  made. 
Arrested.  I  was  finally  under 
Regulation  1 8b  and  taken  to 
Holloway  Prison.  For  the  first  2 
or  3  weeks,  I  did  not  meet  any 
B.U.  members  as  I  was  first  put 
into  C  Wing,  which  was  used  for 
a  mixture  of  alien  detainees  and 
convicted  prisoners.  Eventually  I 
was  transferred  to  F  Wing,  which 
was  entirely  for  18b.  prisoners, 
and  most  female  members  of 
B.U.  who  had  been  detained  were 
here.  It  was  here  that  I  first  met 
LadyM. 

A  NEW  FRIEND 

It  was  the  end  of  November 
1940,  cold,  miserable  and 
depressing,  but  even  so  the  I  hr. 
outdoor  exercise  was  welcome,  h 
consisted  of  walking  round  and 
round  an  exercise  yard, 
surrounded  by  the  grim  prison 
walls.  I  hardly  knew  anyone 
when  I  was  first  imprisoned,  as  I 
was  very  much  a  provincial 
member,  and  none  of  my 
Birmingham  friends  were 
interned.  Of  course.  I  had  met 
other  members  in  London  and  at 
meetings.  The  first  day  on 
exercise  someone  said  to  me: 
T-ady  Mosley  is  over  there  and 
would  like  to  meet  you".  I  moved 
to  where  she  was  walking  and 
through  the  November's  mist  I 
saw  a  tall,  slender  figure.  She 
was  wearing  a  plain  camel-hair 
coat,  her  hair  blonde  and  simply 
cut  and  she  was  undoubtedly 
extremely  beautiful.  Quite 


OUTSIDE  HELP 
I  was  amazed  and  appalled  at  the 
filthy  and  unhygienic  conditions 
in  Holloway.  Completely  archaic 
and  filthy  toilets  and  washing 
facilities  -  simply  a  bucket  in 
one’s  cell.  I  don’t  know  how  she 
coped  to  begin  with  in  her  weak 
physical  condition. 

By  the  time  I  arrived  in  F  Wing 
there  had  been  some 
improvements  made,  as  it  was 
pointed  out  by  various  outside 
people  (such  as  Richard  Stokes, 
M.P.  for  Ipswich)  that  treatment 
under  18b.  was  not  supposed  to 


later  issued  an  order  that  women 
prisoners’  cells  were  to  be 
unlocked  during  air-raids. 

Lady  M.  never  hid  herself  away 
from  us  all.  and  was  always 
willing  to  enter  into  any  plans  for 
entertainment  to  help  life  along 
At  Christmas  time,  a  fancy-dress 
•party'  was  organised,  testing 
ingenuity  in  using  whatever 
materials  one  could  lay  hands  on. 
Lady  M.  came  as  the  Bride  of 
Lammamore.  She  wore  a  plain 
white  sheath  of  a  robe,  and  some 
sort  of  veiling  and  carried  a 
somewhat  tired-looking  bunch  of 


be  punitive.  We  were  allowed  to 
receive  a  restricted  number  of 
letters,  read  and  censored  by  the 
authorities,  and  they  were 
delivered  by  a  wardress  standing 
at  the  "centre”.  I  believe  in  the 
early  days  some  wardresses  took 
pleasure  in  calling  out  “Mosley. 

cell  number - ",  and  watching 

her  walk  up  for  her  letter.  But 
gradually  this  all  changed.  Lady 
M..  simply  by  being  her  actual 
self,  and  with  her  charm  and 
dignity,  won  them  over,  and 
some  of  the  senior  officers 
treated  her  with  respect  and  even 
affection. 

Lady  M.  always  behaved  quite 
naturally,  and  never  talked  down 
to  anyone,  although  her 
background  and  upbringing  was 
so  different  from  most  of  us  in 
Holloway.  She  was  never 
pretentious  herself,  and  hated 
pretension  in  others.  I  sometimes 
felt  that  she  would  have  preferred 
to  remain  in  her  cell  with  her 
books  and  reading  and  other 
interests,  but  she  was  determined 
to  show  people  that  we  could 
lead  civilised  lives  within  prison 
walls.  By  this  time  our  cells  were 
unlocked  during  the  daytime  and 
we  were  allowed  free  movement 
on  the  tour  floors  of  F  Wing  But 
we  were  locked  up  every  evening 
at  about  5.30pm.  The  Home 
Office,  for  humanitarian  reasons. 


In  the  wake  of  the  death  of  Diana,  Lady  Mosley 
we  are  indebted  to  Louise  Irvine  (nee  Fisher)  for 
writing  this  first  hand  account  of  life  behind  the 
grim  w  alls  of  Holloway  Prison 


involuntarily  the  description  ol 
Helen  of  Troy  from  Tennyson’s 
‘A  Dream  of  Four  Women' 
went  through  my  mind.  A 
daughter  of  the  Gods  divinely  tall 
and,  most  divinely  fair.  She  had 
already  been  imprisoned  for  6 
months  leaving  two  very  young 
children,  one  a  mere  baby.  She 
looked  thin  and  pale,  but  her 
smile  lit  up  her  face.  As  I  came  to 
know  her,  I  was  to  find  that  her 
smile  and  her  laughter  were  very 
much  part  of  her.  We  continued 
to  walk  and  she  had  learnt  from 
her  husband  that  a  fine  young 
man  called  Irvine  who  was  with 
him  in  Brixton  had  just  heard  that 
his  fiancee  was  in  Holloway  and 
was  very  angry  about  it.  So  she 
asked  me  about  him.  and  what  I 
did  in  the  outside  world,  and  how 
1  came  to  be  arrested, 
in  prison.  Lady  M.  never 
demanded  any  special 
privileges.  I  think  the  privacy 
of  her  own  cell  was  a  relief  to 
her,  as  she  had  an  inner 
strength  and  very  high 
intelligence,  which  helped  her 
to  accept  the  loneliness  and 
horrors  of  prison  life. 


LOUISE  FISHER  IN  1930 

white  flowers.  With  the  thinness 
and  pal  or  of  Holloway  on  her  she 
certainly  looked  the  part  and  I 
think  got  2“*  prize. 

Lady  M.  had  never  been 
involved  in  active  politics  in 
B.U.  —  making  speeches  etc.  - 
and  there  was  no  question  of 
her  becoming  the  women's 
leader  in  Holloway.  But  she 
was  always  available  to  anyone, 
and  always  took  an  interest  in 
any  new  comings  and  goings, 
and  was  always  glad  to  bear  of 
people’s  release,  and  news  of 
anyone  moved  to  the  Isle  of 
Man. 

This  confined  atmosphere  of 
prison  or  camp  life  creates  a 
hothouse  for  rumours.  One  of 
Lady  M’s.  worst  times  was  when 
the  rumour  went  round  that  the 
men  prisoners  from  Brixton  were 
being  sent  to  Canada  or 
Australia.  This  was  at  the  time  of 
the  sinking  of  The  Andorra 
Star,  a  ship  carrying  interned 
aliens.  Thankfully,  this  was  only 
rumour  and  they  were  not 
despatched  overseas. 

NEW  SKILLS 

Lady  M.  proved  herself  a 
practical  as  well  as  intellectual 
person.  She  read  a  lot  in  English. 
French  and  German,  but  she  also 
took  up  knitting  With  great 
delight,  she  appeared  one  day  in  a 
two-piece,  which  she  had  knitted 
herself.  It  was  a  skirt  and  edge- 
to-edge  jacket,  rather  a  dull,  dark 
grey,  and  knitted  in  an  absolutely 
plain  stitch.  But  looked  almost 
haute  couture  on  her  tall  slim 
figure.  I  don't  think  she  much 
cared  for  people  who  sat  around 
doing  nothing 

She  even  gained  an  aptitude  for 
cooking  in  Holloway,  when  we 
were  allowed  to  do  cooking  of 
our  own  if  we  had  ingredients 
sent  in.  In  one  of  his  letters,  O.M. 
had  said  hew  awful  the  food  was 
in  Brixton.  and  Lady  M.  was 
determined  to  send  him  a  hot 
meal  cooked  by  herself.  She 
gained  permission,  and  somehow 
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rigged  up  a  very  elementary 
havbox.  Out  of  whatever 
ingredients  she  had  managed  to 
get  she  made  a  special  casserole 
and  it  was  sent  to  Brixton  in  the 
havbox.  She  was  delighted  when 
O.M.  wrote  to  say  how  delicious 
it  was.  In  her  usual  joyful  manner 
when  she  saw  the  senior  officer 
Miss  Baxter  she  exclaimed: 
"Isn’t  it  heavenly  my  husband 
enjoyed  the  food  I  sent  him  so 
much.  But  of  course  you  know 
you  censored  the  letter”.  To 
which  Miss  Baxter  replied:  "I 
didn't  know  because  although  I 
censor  your  letters  I  can  never 
read  your  husband's  writing” 
This  shows  the  degree  of  regard 
and  affection  in  which  she  was 
held  by  most  of  the  prison  staff. 


sometimes  By  invitation  I  visited 
her  cell  with  a  few  other 
members,  just  for  ordinary 
conversation  and  companionship. 
Heavy  politics  were  rarely 
discussed,  but  talk  ranged  over 
books,  literature,  music,  art.  etc.. 
and  I  realised  what  a  vast 
knowledge  and  love  of  beauty 
she  had. 

I  always  had  an  aversion  to 
intruding  on  Lady  M’s.  private 

tile,  but  over  the  years  we  kept  in 
touch  She  was  a  most  meticulous 
letter  wrier.  and  never  lei  a  letter 
go  unanswered.  She  was  very 
land  in  lending  me  books  in  the 
early  post-war  years,  and  in  those 
days  when  I  visited  London  more 
frequently  she  asked  me  to  lunch 
or  tea.  My  husband  and  I  had 
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TO  "FISHY"  \FTTH  BEST LOKE  FROM  DIANA  MOSLEY  1941 
A  PF.RSONAU.Y  ANNOTATED  PHOTOGRAPH  GIVEN  TO 
LOUISE  FISHER  ON  HER  IMPENDING  TRANSFER  FROM 
I  IOUjOWAY  PRISON  TO  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN 


A  HARD  LIFE 

I  was  never  intimate  enough 
with  her  to  know  how  much  she 
really  suffered  mentally  and 
physically,  being  away  from 
her  younger  children,  as  I 
never  heard  her  openly 
complain.  Her  sense  of  humour 
was  enormous,  but  there  must 
have  been  a  lot  of  heartache 
underneath.  She  abhorred 
sentimentality,  but  had  a  great 
depth  of  true  feeling.  Her 
loyalty  and  steadfastness  were 
unquestionable. 

Sometimes  she  would  ask  me 
personally  to  join  her  in  walking 
round  the  exercise  ground,  and 


pressing  invitations  to  visit 

Temple  de  la  Gloire  if  we  were 
motoring  near  Orsay,  but  sadly, 
we  never  achieved  it 

POSTSCRIPT 

Louise,  together  with  her 
husband.  'Inky went  on  to 
become  founder  members  of 
Union  Movement  Apart  from 
running  a  very  active  and 
successful  branch,  they  arranged 
numerous  dinners  and  socials  lo 
which  the  Mosleys  often  attended 
In  addition.  Louise  founded  and 
edited  a  regional  political 
newspaper  that  ran  for  a  number 
of  years 
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A  SNATCHED  PHOTOGRAPH  OF  THE  MOSLEYS  TAKEN 
DURING  THEIR  PERIOD  OF  HOUSE  ARREST  SHORTLY 
AFTER  BEING  RELEASED  FROM  I  IOUjOWAY  PRISON 


HOW  THE  WORLD  LEARNT 
THE  SAD  NEWS 


Lady  Diana  Mosley,  widow  of  Britain’s  pre-war  Fascist  Party 
leader,  has  died  in  Paris.  She  was  93. 

Tallahassee  Democrat 

Diana  Mosley,  regarded  as  the  most  beautiful  of  the  daughters  of 
Lord  and  Lady  Redesdale. 

The  Age 

An  avid  reader,  the  mol her-of- four  listed  gardening,  swimming 
and  her  extensive  family  as  her  main  interests  in  life. 

Irish  Examiner 

She  was  very,  very  close  to  Churchill.  And  she  was  friendly  with 
Hitler  as  well:  she  was  probably  about  the  only  person  aronnd 
who  was! 

Home  of  Sport 

...  A  literary  circle  that  included  Lytton  Strachey,  Dora 
Carrington  and  Evelyn  Waugh  who  dedicated  his  novel  ‘Vile 
Bodies'  to  her. 

Associated  Press 

...  She  fell  in  love  with  the  charismatic  Mosley,  a  former  labour 
and  Tory  member  of  Parliament. 

Washington  Post 

The  most  divine  adolescent  I  have  ever  beheld:  a  goddess,  more 
immaculate,  more  perfect,  more  celestial  that  Botticelli's  Sea- 
Bourne  Venus. 

James  Lccs-Milne 

Quoted  in  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald 

The  FIA  President  owes  a  great  deal  to  his  mother  as  he  inherited 
much  of  her  intellectual  brilliance  and  ambition. 

Grand  Prix 

On  August  2-,  a  month  before  the  outbreak  of  war,  she  had  a 
last  meeting  with  the  German  Leader,  whom  she  and  her  sister 
referred  to  as  ‘W'oir 

AT.N.  Paris 

Mosley  grew  up  in  lavish  surroundings  attending  debutante 
functions  and  carving  a  name  in  society  as  one  of  tbe  engaging 
Mitford  sisters. 

Ireland  On-Line 

Lady  Mosley,  who  livefd  in  colourful  and  controversial  life,  was 
reported  to  have  been  surrounded  by  friends  and  family  at  her 
Paris  flat  when  she  died  on  Monday. 

Australian  Broadcasting  Corporation 

Blonde,  blue-eyed  Diana  was  an  outstanding  beauty. 

Kansas  City  Star 

In  tbe  face  of  criticism  that  lasted  to  the  end  of  her  life,  she  never 
ceased  supporting  her  husband. 

The  Plain  Etealer.  Cleveland 


4 


COMRADE 


APRIL  2004 


“Today,  it  is  a  question  of  uniting  Europe  ...This  is  the  task  of  our 
generation  ...  to  find  a  new  ideological  basis  of  European  Union,  so 
that  a  united  Europe  can  play  its  part  in  a  world  balance  of  powers.” 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley,  1 5th  April  1 939. 


The  Case  for  “Europe  A  Nation” 

Qur  Europe,  Mosley’s  Europe  -  Not  Theirs! 

By  Robert  Best 


Tens  of  millions  of  people  arc  unemployed  right  across  the  continent 
of  Europe.  Here  in  Great  Britain,  the  official  figure  is  just  over  one 
millioa  however  everyone  knows  both  Labour  and  Tory 
governments  routinely  massage  the  figures  through  useless  training 
schemes,  denying  benefits,  the  squeezing  of  eligibility  for 
‘Jobseekers  Allowance’,  and  persuading  claimants  to  apply  for  other 
benefits. 


The  true  figure  of  mass 
unemployment  in  Britain  is 
nearer  4  million!  In  fact,  there  are 
more  people  living  in  poverty 
now  in  the  21"  Century  in  this 
country,  than  at  any  time  since 
the  depression  of  the  thirties! 
Industry,  manufacturing  and 
agriculture  have  been  decimated 
by  the  ‘champagne  socialists’  of 
New  Labour,  outdoing  even  the 
‘Thatcherite  Tories’!  Add  to  this, 
the  influx  of  several  million 
Third  World  immigrants, 

economic  refugees  and  bogus 
‘asylum  seekers'  to  compete  with 
the  indigenous  British  tor  scarce 
housing  and  jobs,  so  undercutting 
our  workers  wages.  Conversely, 
we  also  have  the  scandal  of  ‘fet 
cat'  bosses,  sacking  British 
workers  by  their  thousands,  while 
awarding  themselves  obscene  pay 
rises  and  ‘out  sourcing’  jobs  to 
the  low-wage  countries, 

particularly  India. 

LOST  OPPORTUNITIES 
Our  failure  to  join  the  European 
Single  Currency  in  the  first  wave, 
has  now  cost  us  3500  job  losses 
every  month  since  the  Euro  was 
launched.  Prices  in  Britain  are  15 
per  cent  higher  than  in  the  Euro 
countries  -  that’s  an  extra  £1400 
for  the  average  British  household. 
We  are  already  paying  a  high 


price  for  our  isolation  with  lost 
jobs,  lost  trade  and  lost 
investment.  It  is  somewhat  ironic 
that  the  ‘Euro-sceptics’  often 
forget  that  it  was  the  Romans 
who  first  introduced  the  Pound, 
the  ‘Libra  Pondo'.  as  a  very 
successful  European  Single 
Currency  into  Britain! 

There  is  no  reason  why  we  in 
modern-day  Europe  cannot  make 
a  European  Single  Currency 
work  again  -  with  the  provision 
that  every  nation  of  Europe, 
including  Britain,  first  is  given 
the  opportunity  to  vote  for  its 
adoption  in  a  referendum. 

Two  thirds  of  the  British  people 
voted  to  remain  within  the 
European  Community  during  the 
National  Referendum  on  our 
membership  in  1975,  and  the  vast 
majority  of  Britons  continue  to 
suggest  Briton’s  membership  of 
the  European  Union  (60%-70% 
in  opinion  poll  after  opinion 
poll).  Any  party  whether  ‘right- 
wing’.  or  ‘left-wing’  which 
advocates  withdrawal  and  the 
negative  isolation  of  Britain  from 
Europe,  is  routinely  beaten 
heavily  at  the  polls.  Sixty  per 
cent  of  Britain’s  trade  is  with  the 
continent  of  Europe  and  this  is 
set  to  rise  even  higher  within  the 
next  decade,  and  so  it  is  in 


consequence  in  our  own  national 
and  economic  interests,  to  ensure 
that  our  future  destiny  lies  firmly 
wedded  to  the  Union  of  Europe, 
amongst  kindred  Europeans.  I 
believe  that  a  new  European 
Unioa  Mosley’s  vision  of 
‘Europe  a  Nation’,  run  for  the 
benefit  of  the  European  Peoples, 
would  be  far  more  popular  than  it 
is  today! 

I  say  ‘Our  Europe  -  Not  Theirs', 
because  1  am  opposed  to  the 
corrupt  politicians,  interfering 
busybodies  and  international 
Financiers,  who  are  running  our 
great  and  beautiful  continent, 
slowly  but  surely,  dragging  her 
down  under  their  contemptible, 
parasitic  weight.  It  is  the 
tyrannical.  bureaucratic 

‘European  Commission’  of  failed 
political  rejects  which  is  the 
problem.  NOT  the  directly 
elected  European  Parliament! 

I  do  not  want  an  American-style 
Global  Capitalist,  Free  Trade. 
Finance-dominated  ‘United 

States  of  Europe’,  nor  do  I  wish 
to  see  the  ancient  homelands  of 
Europe  suppressed  and 
oppressed,  as  happened  under  the 
murderous  alien  communist 
creed.  Neither  should  we  return 
to  the  old  obsolete  narrow  insular 
nationalism  and  division  of 
Europeans  against  each  other, 
which  always  leads  to  conflict 
and  war.  The  division  of  Europe 
only  means  the  vultures  of  high 
finance  find  our  individual 
nations  easy  pickii^s! 


VISIONS  FOR  THE  FUTURE 

Our  aim  should  be  to  create  a 
People’s  Europe  not  a  Financiers 
Europe!  Europe  a  Nation  not 
Internationalism  —  nor  a  modem 
‘Tower  of  Babel’!  A  Great 
United  Europe  stretching  from 
Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  West, 
to  the  Urals.  Russia  and  the 
Baltic  lands  of  Eastern  Europe, 
now  liberated  from  the  Soviet 
yolk.  A  Union  of  Europe,  which 
at  some  time  seeks  to  preserve 
and  celebrate  the  diverse  local 
and  national  identities,  regional 
traditions  and  cultures  of  our 
vibrant  European  Civilisation.  A 
Europe  of  One  Hundred  Flags 
against  the  Financiers  rag  of  blue 
and  yellow  stars,  globalism  and 
alien  values!  A  great  new 
economic  powerhouse,  a  self- 
contained.  self-sufficient  bloc  of 
700  million  Europeans  with  a 
vast  home  market  containing 
virtually  all  of  the  raw  materials 
and  foodstuffs  we  require, 
removing  the  present  need  for  as 
to  import  cut-price  shoddy  goods 
from  the  low-wage,  sweated 
economies  of  the  Far  East 
making  us  independent  of  the 
chaos  of  world  markets.  If  is 
high  time  that  we  British 
stopped  negatively 

backtracking  and  dragging  our 
feel  on  Europe.  We  must  decide 
once  and  for  all,  whether  we 
wish  to  continue  our  present 
direction  of  continually 
following  American  policy,  or 
whether  on  the  other  hand  we 
engage  wholeheartedly  within  a 
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Union  of  Europe  to  help  lead 
Europe,  as  a  strong  partner  of 
equals.  There  is  no  half-way 
house,  we  must  choose  either  to 
become  the  51“  state  colony  of 
the  USA,  or  British  Leadership 
in  Europe  a  Nation.  Successive 
Labour  and  Tory  Governments 
have  abandoned  Britain’s 
sovereignty  to  the  Money  Power 
of  International  Finance  and  the 
US  Dollar  of  Yankee  Capitalism. 
The  only  way  we  can  regain  our 
freedom  and  greatness  is  to  build 
Europe  a  Nation,  and  to 
withdraw  from  the  globalist 
serfdom  of  the  world  trade 
organisation. 

Die  acute  problem  of  mass  Third 
World  immigration  in  all 
European  countries  and  the 
recent  bullying  and  blackmailing 
of  Austria  shows  the  dire  need 
for  Mosley’s  "National  Party  of 
Europe',  and  the  urgent 
necessity  for  all  National 
European  Parties  and  Patriots 
within  the  European  Parliament 
and  National  Governments,  to 
UNITE  in  a  common  political 
campaign  to  oppose  the  influx, 
and  to  propose  the  humane, 
financially-assisted  repatriation 
of  Afro-African  peoples  to  their 
lands  of  ancestral  origia  to  good 
jobs  and  homes. 


MOSLEY  SPEAKING  AT  THE 
FOUNDING  OF  UNION 
MOVEMENT  7*  FEBRUARY 
1948 

I'he  adoption  of  Mosley’s 
‘Wage-Price  Mechanism’,  the 
raising  of  similar  higher  wages 
and  the  lowering  of  prices  to 
similar  levels  throughout  the 
New  Nations  of  Europe,  will 
eliminate  poverty,  undercutting, 
and  mass  migrations  within 
Europe.  Full  employment  will 
result  from  the  protection  of 
British  industry  and  farming  with 
the  employment  of  British 
workers  producing  British  goods 


in  British-owned  industries,  for 
the  Home  and  European  Markets. 
The  failed  Common  Fisheries 
Policy  mast  be  scrapped  and 
replaced  with  an  European 
Regional  Fishing  Policy, 
guaranteeing  local  fishing  fleets 
exclusive  access  to  local  waters, 
in  order  to  conserve  our  fish 
stocks.  Government  must 
encourage  the  increase  of  small 
traditional  family  farms  and 
organic  agriculture,  producing 
healthy,  nutritious  food  for  the 
people,  and  labour  intensive  work 
for  the  unemployed,  on  the  land. 
In  a  Mosley'itc  Europe,  there 
would  be:  increased  consumer 
purchasing  power  -  a  larger 
market,  import  control  -  a  secure 
market,  and  stable  priced  and 
improved  distribution  —  an 
orderly  market.  Our  trade  motto 
should  be:  “We  will  buy  from 
those  who  buy  from  us.” 
Likewise,  British  Credit  must  be 
used  to  regenerate  our  own 
industries,  not  overseas  to  equip 
our  competitors  from  the  low- 
wage  Asiatic  countries  against 
us:  “Save  Jobs  -  Buy  British!” 
LOOKING  EAST  FOR  UNITY 
Turning  to  Defence  and  Foreign 
Policy,  a  Government  of  Action 
in  the  New  Britain  of  Tomorrow 
should  never  seek  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  countries 
who  are  no  threat  to  us,  such  as 
Afghanistan  OR  Iraq.  The 
National  Armed  Forces  of 
Europe  must  be  ready  to  defend 
our  common  European  homeland 
from  any  outside  aggressor, 
together,  as  part  of  a  combined 
European  Defence  Alliance  of 
Army,  Navy  and  Air  Forces,  with 
a  European  nuclear  deterrent, 
independent  of  NATO.  Do  we 
really  want  to  continue  being  the 
lap-dog  of  American  interests? 
We  can  certainly  be  friends  with 
America,  but  we  must  be 
independent  and  stand  on  our 
own  two  feet.  Our  foreign  Policy 
should  be:  “We  will  be  friends 
with  those  who  are  friends  with 
us.”  Britain’s  adoption  of  Eire’s 
long-standing  honourable 

position  of  armed  neutrality, 
which  would  have  saved  our 
youth  from  wholesale  slaughter 
in  European  ffaticidal  civil  war, 
and  our  realignment  with  Europe 
away  from  American  hegemony, 
would  go  a  long  way  to  repairing 
our  damaged  relations,  formerly 
cordial,  with  the  Arab  and 
Muslim  World.  We  are  much 
better  off  with  Germany  and 
France,  we  want  no  part  of  an 
inane  crusade,  which  puts  Britain 
on  the  lop  of  the  terrorists  hit  list! 
In  the  future,  the  co-operation  of 
large  political  blocs  of  similar 
kindred  peoples  such  as  Europe  a 
Natioa  the  Americas,  and  Asian. 


Arabian  and  African  Unions,  will 
render  obsolete  the  UN,  as  such 
units  can  deal  directly  with  each 
other,  with  no  fear  of  being 
outvoted.  This  is  the  best 
guarantor  of  world  peace. 

A  UNION  OF  EQUALS 
Mosley  called  for  a  Great  Union 
of  the  Nations  of  Europe,  just  as 
much  a  Unioa  as  the  Union  of 
England.  Scotland  and  Wales  to 
form  the  British  Natioa  We  are 
no  less  English,  Scottish,  or 
Welsh  for  being  members  of  the 
Union  of  Britaia  and  neither  will 
we  be  any  less  British,  French, 
Germaa  or  Italian,  by  being 
Citizens  of  Europe  a  Natioa  The 
British  Empire  was  destroyed,  as 
a  result  of  the  suicidal  brother’s 
war  between  Great  Britain  and 
Germany,  the  tragic  conflict 
which  Oswald  Mosley  and  the 
Blackshirt  Movement  valiantly 
attempted  to  prevent  during  the 
Thirties.  The  only  route  now  left 
open  for  Britain  to  regain  her 
rightful  place  as  a  world  power, 
is  to  join  wholeheartedly  and 
enthusiastically  with  a  New 
Union  of  Europe,  led  by  real 
Europeans,  men  and  women  of 
ability  and  talent,  in  a  Greater 


EUROPE 

Mosley  advocated  a  common 
government  for  Europe,  elected 
directly  by  a  free  vote  of  all  the 
peoples,  nations  and  regions  of 
our  continent,  responsible  for 
economic  policy.  defence, 
foreign  policy,  finance  and 
scientific  development.  The 
national  parliaments  in  each 
member  country  would  have  full 
power  over  all  social  and  cultural 
problems.  I  have  no  desire  to 
lose,  or  suppress  regional 
identities  or  local  patriotisms,  or 
national  ones.  In  the  New  Europe 
we  need  all  Europeans;  Saxon 


and  Celt,  Bavarian,  Norman  and 
Breton,  Lombard  and  Roman, 
Nordic,  Mediterranean.  Alpine. 
Latin  and  Slavic. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  with 
being  patriotic  and  loyal  to  your 
own  country,  that  is  only  natural 
and  right,  what  1  am  saying  as  a 
firm  believer  in  Mosley’s 
National  European  creed  is  that 
we.  as  kindred  and  related  fellow 
Europeans  of  whatever 
nationality  should  be  striving  to 
extend  our  patriotism  to 
embrace  our  common  and  shared 
European  identity,  culture  and 
civilisation. 

European  Union  can  solve  the 
problem  of  Northern  Ireland. 
Tyrol  and  the  Basque  country 
when  former  opponents  unite  as 
Europeans,  in  solidarity, 
progress  and  union. 
Significantly,  many  Croatians 
and  Serbians  now  look  to  the 
European  Union,  to  heal  the 
wounds  of  war-tom  former 
Yugoslavia.  All  we  have  to  do 
to  avert  decline  and  disaster  is 
to  UNITE!  The  flame  of  rebirth 
of  Mosley’s  great  National 
European  ‘vision  splendid', 
must  be  reborn  before  it  is  too 
late.  We  can  build  (be  New 


Europe  if  only  we  truly  believe 
in  ourselves,  and  in  the  Faith 
our  Leader  gave  us  -  ‘Europe  a 
Nation’,  which  springs  from 
deep  within  the  European  Soul, 
determined  to  build  a  Greater 
Britain  in  a  Greater  Europe,  a 
(future  civilisation  of  progress, 
(social  justice  and  high 
}  endeavour. 
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KATYN  WOOD.  A  deliberate  and  cynical  act  of  cold  blooded  murder  conceived  by  Stalin  and  his 
lifetime  henchman  Lavrenti  Pavlovich  Beria  to  eliminate  the  officer  class  of  the  Polish  army.  Despite  the 
strenuous  efforts  of  Western  and  Eastern  governments  to  hush  up  the  facts,  the  execution  of  over  15,(100 
Polish  officers  in  April  1940  has  been  publicly  acknowledged  sixty  years  later  by  the  British  Government 
as  a  Soviet  inspired  crime.  By  Gregory  Maitland. 


MURDER  IN  THE  FOREST 


In  the  post-war  years,  with  Poland  still  under  the  yoke  of  communism,  the  London  based  Polish 
government  in  exile,  organised  rallies  calling  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Russian  controlled  puppet 
government  of  W'ladyslav  Gomulka.  Often  a  contingent  of  Union  Movement  members  would  join  these 
marches  for  freedom  and  add  their  voice  for  an  investigation  into  the  atrocity  committed  in  a  wood  near 
Smolensk. 


The  Molotov-Ribbrntrop  Pact 
signed  on  23rt  August  1939 
condemned  Poland  by  secret 
protocol  to  annexation. 


MOLOTOV  SIGNS  THE  PACT. 
RIBBF.NTROP  AND  STALIN 
LOOK  ON 


On  the  l?"1  September  1939  the 
Red  Army  invaded  Eastern 
Poland.  Over  240,000  Polish 
soldiers  and  reservists  were  taken 
into  detention  This  was  followed 
by  widespread  arrests  of  Polish 
citizens,  with  over  one  million 
being  deported  to  labour  camps 
in  Siberia.  Kazakhstan  and  the  far 
Eastern  regions. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Russo- 
German  war  in  June  1941  an 
amnesty  was  signed  to  create  a 
Polish  army  to  fight  along  side 
the  Soviets.  Gcndcral  Wladvslav 
Anders  the  appointed 
Commander  in  Chief  repeatedly 
questioned  the  whereabouts  of 
thousands  of  missing  officers  last 
heard  of  in  Koziclsk.  Ostashkov 
and  Starobiclsk  prisoner  of  w  ar 
camps.  In  early  1940.  the  Soviets 
failure  to  give  satisfactory 
answers  beset  every  aspect  of 
Polish-Soviet  relations.  Finally, 
in  the  spring  of  1942.  General 
Anders  led  his  depleted  troops 
into  the  Middle-East  theatre  of 
war  making  up  the  Second  Polish 
Corps  in  conjunction  with  the 
allied  forces. 

“Too  many  people  art 
interesting  themselves  in  Polish 
politics" 

Vyacheslav  Mikhailovich  Molotov 


The  question  remained  what 
had  become  of  over  15,000 
missing  Polish  Arms  officers? 

On  the  13*  April  1943  the 
Germans  announced  the 
discovery  of  a  mass  grave  at 
Katyn  Wood  near  Smolensk.  It 
contained  the  remains  of  over 
4000  Polish  military  personnel 
hands  bound,  sawdust  in  their 
mouths  and  a  single  bullet  hole  in 
the  back  of  the  head.  Classic 
N.K.V.D.  execution  technique. 
The  German  assertion  that  this 
was  a  Soviet  inspired  atrocity 
was  immediately  rejected  by  the 
British  Government.  In  the  days 
of  'Uncle  Joe’  and  ‘Winnie'  the 
discovery  had  the  potertial  of 
causing  a  rift  between  allies. 


“This  is  do  time  for  quarrels 
and  charges" 

Winston  Churchill 


POLISH  PRISONERS  OF  WAR 
AWAIT  THEIR  FATE 


German  calls  for  the  International 
Red  Cross  to  investigate  were 
refused.  The  Germans  then  set  up 
their  own  International 
Commission  made  of 
distinguished  forensic  experts 
including  the  eminent  Professor 
Francois  Naville  from  neutral 
Switzerland.  This  unanimously 
reported  that  the  executions  could 
not  have  taken  place  later  than 
the  spring  of  1940.  which  proved 
the  Russians,  who  occupied  that 
area  at  that  time,  must  have  been 
guilty. 

“His  Majesty’s  Government 
have  no  wish  to  attribute  blame 
for  these  events  to  anyone 
except  the  common  enemy" 

Anthony  Eden 


When  the  tide  of  war  changed 
with  the  Soviets  retaking  Katyn, 
a  Russian  inspired  investigation 
reported  that  the  crime  was 
committed  in  1941  when  the 
Germans  had  control.  The 
Western  govemmetis.  including 
Britain  remained  silenL 


FORENSIC  EXPERTS 

EXAMINING  DOCUMENTS 
TAKEN  PROM  THE  DEAD 


At  the  Nuremberg  War  Crime 
trials,  the  Russian  prosecutor 
tried  to  pin  the  blame  onto 
Herman  Goering.  whose  council 
fought  a  strong  defence  making 
the  case  fall  away.  No  mention  of 
Katyn  was  to  be  found  in  the 
final  judgement.  Asked  by  the 
German  defence  who  was 
responsible  for  Katyn,  Justice 
Lawrence,  President  of  the  court 
retorted  "  I  am  not  here  to  answer 
questions  of  that  kind"  but 
irrefutable  evidence  was 
available  to  the  court. 

"I  am  absolutely  convinced  the 
Russians  did  not  do  it" 

Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt 

The  Wehrmachl  War  Crimes 

Bureau  was  established  on  4* 
September  1939.  It  was  a  purely 
investigative  body  whh  no  power 
to  indict.  Many  members  were 
jurists,  independent  of  the  ruling 
elite.  The  remit  was  to  investigate 
and  report  findings  for  possible 
action  in  the  post-war  years  of 
Pax  Gcrmanica.  Ihc  Bureau  was 
first  alerted  on  the  2“*  August 
1941  when  a  Russian  P.O.W. 
claimed  to  know  that  “All  Polish 
officers  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Soviets  had  been  executed"  No 


further  action  could  be  taken  as 
no  graves  had  been  found. _ 

“If  they  are  dead,  nothing  you 
ran  do  will  bring  them  back" 

Winston  Churchill 

When  Katyn  was  discovered  in 
April  1943  the  Bureau 
interviewed  a  local  forester. 
Parfeon  Kisseljcff.  who 
confirmed  four  trucks  arrived 
every  day  for  five  weeks  “from 
my  home  I  could  hear  the 
shooting  and  human  cries"  A 
railway  switchman.  Matuic 
Sacharow.  watched  freight  trains 
disgorging  prisoners  wearing 
Polish  uniforms  ‘this  continued 
for  28  days".  Forensic  medical 
evidence  together  with 
documents  found  on  the  bodies 
proved  that  the  executions  were 
in  March  and  April  1940.  After 
the  Soviet  fiasco  at  Nuremberg 
little  more  was  said  until  1950 
the  tenth  anniversary  of  the 
massacre. 

General  Anders,  by  now  a 
member  of  the  Polish 
Government  in  exile  called  for 
justice.  In  1952,  the  United  States 
Congress  examined  the  facts  and 
placed  the  blame  on  the  Russians. 

“The  issue  should  be  avoided" 

Winston  Churchill 

In  1956.  the  Hungarian  uprising 
j  acted  as  a  catalyst  to  raise  the 
issue  but  no  further  action  was 
taken.  The  onset  of  the  Cold 
War  coaid  have  seen  the 
British  Government  take  a 
more  decisive  roll.  It  did 
nothing. 


STALIN'S  SIGNATURE  OF 
DEATH 


APRIL  2004 


COMRADE 


7 


l 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  PRESS  ARE  SHOWN  THE  FRESHLY 
OPENED  GRAVES  AT  KATYN 


Against  a  background  of  protests 
from  the  Russian  and  Polish 
Governments,  the  Obelisk  was 
unveiled  on  I8,h  September  1976. 
Under  the  threat  of  Court 
Marshall  no  uniformed  serving 
officers  of  the  British  Army  were 
allowed  to  attend.  No  political 
representative  was  present.  The 
U.S.  Government  was  officially 
represented..  Still  the  calls  to 
investigate  responsibility  for  the 
massacre  were  made  to  no  avail. 
In  1979  with  the  change  of 
British  Government  the  Band  of 
the  Queens  Royal  Irish  Hussars 
played  at  the  annua) 
commemoration  A  junior 
minister,  Geoffrey  Pattic 
attended,  but  the  1980s  saw 
dwindling  parliamentary  interest 
in  Katyn 

“is  it  not  about  time  that 
justice  and  the  English  Church 
stopped  bending  the  knee  to 
Bolshevism”? 

Louis  FitzGibbon 

In  the  wake  of  Solidarity  and 
Glasnost.  the  Russian  line  started 
to  change.  On  The  29th  February 
1 989.  Radio  Moscow  reported 
that  the  Polish  Red  Cross  had 
'  evidence  that  the  massacre  could 
have  taken  place  in  early  1940.  If 
so  “there  could  be  only  one 


perpetrator,  the  N.K.V.D." 
Meanwhile  the  British 
Governments  Mr  Waldegrave 
“agreed  to  maintain  the  current 
line  on  Katyn”.  By  13th  April 
1990,  the  game  was  up.  On  a 
State  visit  to  Russia,  President 
Jaruzelski  of  Poland  was 
presented  with  documents  by 
President  Gorbachev.  Here  was 

“Unfortunately  I  see  no  hope  of 
anyone  being  able  ...  to  bring 
the  perpetrators  to  justice” 

Enoch  Powell 


final  proof  of  one  of  the  heinous 
crimes  and  disgraceful  cover-ups 
in  history  being  exposed.  In  a 
statement  by  the  Soviet  news 
agency,  TASS  said,  "The 
archive  material  as  a  whole, 
leads  to  the  conclusion  that 
responsibility  for  the  crimes  of 
Katyn  belong  to  Beria, 
Mcrkulov  and  their  assistants. 
The  Soviet  side  expresses  deep 
regret  over  the  Katyn  tragedy 
and  declares  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  serious  crimes  of 
Stalinism".  It  was  time  to  run  for 
cover. 

“It  was  decided  by  the 
victorious  Governments 

concerned  that  the  issue  should 
be  avoided” 

Winston  Churchill 


In  1971  books,  newspaper 

articles  and  a  television 
programme  all  demanded 

answers.  The  British  Government 
was  on  the  ropes.  What  to  do? 
Enter  the  Secretary  of  States 

Historical  adviser  Dr  Rohan 
D’Olier  Butler.  His  review 
printed  for  internal  circulation 
concluded  “We  see  no 

advantage  in  breaking  the 
silence  that  has  been  presented 
for  nearly  30  years  on  the 
Katyn  massacre"  (!).  Stalemate 
brought  forth  the  Katyn 
Committee  who  proposed  the 
erection  of  a  twenty  foot  high 
stone  obelisk  in  London's 
Cromwell  Road.  The  response 
from  an  appeal  for  funds 
underlined  the  publics'  gTeal 
strength  of  feeling  on  the  matter. 
Still  the  Government  stood  firm 
“(theirs)  no  reason  why  H.M.G. 
should  authorise  a  monument 
to  the  victims  of  Katyn  rather 
than  those  of  any  other  atrocity 
which  occurred  in  a  foreign 
country  during  the  war”  A 
second  proposal  to  site  the 
memorial  in  St  Lukes  Gardens. 
Chelsea  included  the  date  1940 
(which  would  have  indicted  the 
Russians)  brought  further  H.M.G. 
response  “(Its)  a  political  act- 
very  damaging  to  our  relations 
(with  the  USSR)  could  the 
committee  see  their  way  to 


reconsider  the  whole  project”. 
The  church  came  to  the  rescue  “It 
was  not  in  keeping  with  the 
principles  of  reconciliation”.  A 
new  Labour  administration  with 
Harold  Wilson  saw  no  change  in 
policy.  Finally  Kensington  and 
Chelsea  Borough  Council  offered 
a  site  in  Gunnersbury  Park 
cemetery. 


“I  am  not  at  all  sure  however 
that  any  useful  purpose  would 
be  served  by  re-opening  such 
old  wounds  as  the  Cattin  (!) 
massacre” 

House  of  Commons  M.P.  (anon) 
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HOW  THE  BUF  CAME  TO  GEORDIELAND 


We  conclude  Blackshirt  and  D  Day  paratrooper  Robert  Richard's  memories  of 
Newcastle  Branch.  He  recalls  the  fateful  year  of  1939.  The  lead  up  to  war  and  his  own 
call  up  to  fight  in  the  'Brothers  War’ 


1 939.  Tbc  early  weeks  of  what 
was  to  be  a  fateful  year  in  British 
history.  The  weather  was  grim 
but  the  newspaper  reports  at  that 
time  were  becoming  more  and 
more  grave. 

Tlte  Government  revealed  plans 
to  appoint  12  Civil  Defence 
Commissioners  —  “men  of 
national  standing  ...  capable  of 
undertaking  great 

responsibilities"  -  with  plenary 
powers  to  organise  civil  defence 
in  London  and  the  provinces 
should  these  regions  be  cut  off  by 
war  operations. 

The  Home  Office  announced  the 
issue  of  free  air  raid  shelters  to 
thousands  of  householders  in 
London  and  other  potential  target 
cities.  Two  people  without  skill 
or  experience,  it  was  reported, 
could  erect  the  shelters. 

Tlie  Territorial  Army  was  to  be 
doubled.  Orders  for  weapon 
factories,  more  Army  camps, 
vast  supplies  of  uniforms  and 
military  footwear  were 
announced. 

The  prospect  of  a  ‘snap’ 
General  Election  for  Peace  had 
been  no  more  than  wishful 
thinking!.  Britain  was  sliding 
into  war! 

COUNTER  MEASURES 
With  the  Branch  located  now  in  a 
new  address  and  being  only  a  few 
minutes  walking  distance  from 
the  regular  City-centre  sales- 
pitches,  whenever  the  weather 
relented,  although  still 
penetratingly  cold,  at  least  one 
pitch  would  be  manned.  The 
individual  would  do 
approximately  half  an  hour  on 
duty  before  being  brought  back 
indoors  to  be  ‘thawed-out’.  By 
employing  an  overlapping  system 
there  was  always  at  least  rwo 
personnel  on  duty.  Most  would 
be  out  again  within  the  hour,  a 
few  of  the  hardier  after  no  more 
than  a  hot  beverage  turned-out 
for  another  spell.  There  was 
dedication;  toughness  and 
courage.  There  was  now  a  deep 
unspoken  feeling  that  this  could 
be:  “The  last  stand  for  Peace”! 

The  Branch  was  fortunate  in 
having  an  adequate  supply  of 
coal  donated  regularly,  enabling  a 
roaring  fire  to  be  kept  going,  also 
thanks  to  an  anonymous  group  of 
'small-shopkeepers’  there  was  a 
continuous  supply  of  tea.  coffee, 
milk,  sugar  and  tinned  soups, 
always  on-hand. 
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WITH  NEWSPAPERS,  RADIO  AND  TELEVISION  CLOSED  TO 
THE  BRITISH  UNION,  A  RASH  OF  WHITEWASH  SLOGANS 
.APPEARED  ALL  OVER  THE  COUNTRY 


The  enforced  restriction  on 
outdoor  duty-time  meant  that 
much  time  was  spent  around  the 
‘roaring-fire'  by  personnel 
waiting  their  turn  to  ‘have-a-go’. 
Whenever  the  ‘bulletin-news- 
speak’  were  mentioned  views  and 
comments  were  exchanged  with 
varying  degrees  of  feeling,  some 
very  'heated'  -  matching  that  of 
the  fire!  This  period  is  vividly 
remembered,  especially  the 
interruptions  when  a  half-dozen 
Blackshirts  would  come  in.  feet 
stamping,  hands  rubbing,  and 
being  greeted:  “Well  done!"  - 
“What’s  it  like?"':  the  memory  of 
some  of  the  replies  are 
unforgettable  e.g.  “It’s  cold 
enough  to  freeze  the 
proverbials";  “Sold  a  couple” 
(said  with  enthusiasm  as  though 
it  was  two  dozen!)  and  not  least 
of  all:  “  Had  someone  buy  a  copy 
saying:  “if  you’re  prepared  to 
stand  out  on  this  weather  it  must 
be  worth  reading”  -  “Good 
Luck”.  The  spirit  of  those 
‘Geordie’  Blackshirts  and  their 
belief  in  Oswald  Mosley  was 
strong  and  indomitable  -  come 
what  may! 

OVERTAKEN  BY  EVENTS 
Come  the  ‘Ides  of  March'  and 
street-sales  become  less  of  a 
battle  with  the  elements. 

March  31**:  “Britain  and  France 
pledge  to  defend  Poland  against 
attack” 

April _ 5^:  Government 

announces  plans  for  the 
immediate  evacuation  of  2.5 
million  children  should  hostilities 
begin.  The  Health  Minister 
reveals  that  over  a  quarter  of  a 
million  home  air  raid  shelters  had 


already  been  delivered  and 
80,000  were  being  made  weekly. 
“Action”  street-sales  continued 
each  weekend,  but  with 
decreasing  number  of  personnel 
being  available  due  to:  TA 
training:  factories  and  shipyards 
on  government  contracts 
requiring  overtime,  night-shift, 
and  weekend  working.  The 
quagmire  of  ‘war’  was  engulfing 
more  and  more  of  Mosley’s 
British  Union  campaigners. 

April  261*1:  The  Government 
announced  its  intention  to 
introduce  ‘Conscription’. 

Mr  Clement  Attlee,  Opposition 
Leader,  warns  the  House  of 
Commons:  ‘it  is  very 

dangerous  to  give  generals  all 
they  want’ 

Aneruin  Bevan  declared  “We 
have  lost,  Hitler  has  won!" 

The  Prime  Minister,  Neville 
Chamberlain  (“Peace  in  our 
time”  just  100  days  previously!) 
said:  (“Conscription  is  a 
departure  from  our  cherished 
traditions". 

May  19*:  The  Trades  Union 
Congress  decided  not  to  oppose 
conscription  plans. 

May  26"1:  The  Military  Training 
(conscription)  Bill  becomes  law. 

BLACK  PROPAGANDA 

It  is  of  interest  to  recollect  that  by 
mid-May  most  of  the  graphic 
slogans  which  had  ‘blossomed’ 
in  November  ‘38  had  been 
effectively  obliterated  with  two 
exceptions.  In  fact,  those 
surviving  slogans  appeared  to 
have  been  freshened  and  a 
swastika  symbol  added.  The 
previously  mentioned  ‘FBN  unit’ 


took  suitable  steps  to  counter  the 
problem.  Within  a  few  days, 
those  two  remaining  slogans  had 
been  removed.  Whatever  may  be 
thought  about  this  form  of 
publicity  there  was  evidence  that 
it  breached  the  ‘  wall -of-si  fence' 
and  gained  attention;  not  least  of 
all  was  a  Communist-inspired 
whispering  campaign  in  the 
numerous  ordnance  factories  and 
shipyards  working  on 
government  re-armament 

contracts  throughout  Tyneside: 
“Mosley  peace  means 
disarmament!”;  “Mosley  Peace 
means  unemployment!”;  “Mosley 
peace  means  victory  for  Hitler”. 
This  campaign  evaporated 
overnight  when  on  23rd  August 
1939,  Germany  and  Russia 
signed  a  “Non-aggression  Pact”. 
That  weekend  “Action”  was  a 
sell-out. 

Tire  Tyneside  AA  defence  units 
were  again  engaged  for  the  whole 
of  June  in  the  nation-wide  TA 
exercise  “Couverturc”. 

Consequently  “Action"  street 
sales-teams  were  very  depleted, 
however,  the  handful  of  members 
available  for  duty  managed  to 
keep  the  sales-pitch  on  the  comer 
of  Northumberland 

Street/Blacket  Street  manned 
every  weekend 

Special  efforts  were  made  to  get 
more  of  the  ‘associate’ 
membership  and  other 
‘supporters’  (including  the  Small 
Shopkeepers  Group)  who,  for 
various  reasons  were  unable  to 
participate  openly  in  public,  to 
purchase  extra  copies  of 
“Action”  for  'under-cover’ 
distribution.  The  response  to  this 
call  was  very  heartening. 


With  the  return  of  ‘Z’  section  to  ' 
partial  strength  at  the  beginning 
of  July,  efforts  were  made  to 
organise  a  publicity  programme. 
However,  it  was  clear  that  other 
than  street  sales-teams  at 
weekends  anything  further  would 
be  ‘spasmodic’  rather  than 
'organised'. 

A  FINAL  PUSH 
When  it  became  known  that  OM 
was  to  hold  a  great  ‘Rally  for 
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Peace'  in  Earls  Court,  London, 
on  the  16*  July,  efforts  were 
made  to  ensure  that  the  Tyneside 
membership  were  made  aware 
that  a  'Gcordie'  contingent  would 
be  attending.  The  Exhibition  Hall 
in  which  OM  would  speak,  was 
bigger  than  both  ’Olympia'  or  the 
‘Royal  Albert  Hall'  venues! 

The  Leader  of  the  British 
Union  Movement.  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley,  spoke  for  one  and  a 
half  hours,  interrupted  only 
from  time-to-time  by  the 
demonstrative  enthusiasm  and 
thunderous  applause  with 
which  this  great  audience 
received  and  approved  mans  of 
bis  declarations  for  a  “Peace 
with  Honour" 

The  audience  on  the  night  was 
estimated  as  lumbering  30.000. 
The  largest  indoor  political 
meeting  ever  held  in  the  world. 

This  vast  public  gathering  in 
Britain's  capital  was 
completely  ignored  by  the 
British  media 

Much  attention  was  given  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Sir 
John  Simon's  announcement: 
July  13*.  that  in  addition  to  the 
April  Budget  of  £l.3b.  to  be 
spent  on  Britain’s  re-armament, 
another  £0.5b  was  now  to  be 
borrowed.  (The  sources  of  this 
borrowing  were  'international' 
and  differed  fundamentally  from 
that  advocated  five  years 
previously  by  OM.  in  July.  1934. 
when  be  called  for  a  National 
Defence  Loan). 

July  18*:  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War.  Mr.  L  Horc-Belisha. 
was  reported  as  saying:  "Guns 
and  searchlights  are  spread  in  a 
wide  chequer-board  over  the 
land,  by  lonely  copses,  along 


farm  buildings,  in  the  hills,  in  the 
Fen  country.  keeping  an 
increasing  watch  ...  day  and 
night” 

During  die  rrtim  railway  journey 
to  the  Tyneside,  from  the 
tremendous  London  “Rally",  the 
discussion  among  the  ‘Geordie’ 
contingent  was  once  again  on  a 
high-note  of  'hope  and 
expectancy'  surely  it  was 
thought,  such  a  demonstration 
could  not  be  ignored?.  In  the 
days  that  followed,  we  were  once 
again  made  to  realise  the 
significance  of  OM’s  message  in 
Tomorrow  Wc  Live’: 

So  the  money  power  again 
in  the  name  of  a  Free  Press  can 
serve  to  the  people  not  only  the 
opinions  but  also  the  “news" 
which  serves  the  interests  of  the 
money  power.  Not  only  are  our 
“free"  British  denied  any 
meaning  to  the  vote  in  the 
shape  of  ever  getting  what  they 
want,  but  they  are  also  denied 
even  the  small  privilege  of 
learning  the  truth.  For  power 
and  propaganda  alike  are  io 
the  hands  of  a  force  whose 
interests  conflict  with  the 
interests  of  the  people  and  is 
carefnl  that  they  should  not 
even  learn  the  truth”. 

In  addition  to  the  “Action"  street 
saJcs-teams  operating  in  the  City 
centre  each  weekend,  an  outdoor 
meeting  was  held  an  five 
consecutive  Tuesday  evenings: 
July  25*.  August  1“;  8*;  15*  and 
22*“.  on  the  comer  of  Raby  Street 
and  Shields  Rond.  Whilst  this 
location  was  not  a  usual  political 
meeting  site  it  was  in  the  heart  of 
a  suburban  shopping  area  which 
had  experienced  many  years  of 
unemployment  and  poverty.  The 


public  iHerest  grew  from 
virtually  nil  at  the  1°  meeting 
(apart  from  the  momentary 
curiosity -pause  of  a  few 
shoppers),  to.  at  the  7*  and  3ri 
meetings,  a  small  audience 
(12/15)  gathered  and  listened 
rather  longer,  before  some  of 
them  resumed  shopping.  By  the 
4*  and  5*  the  speaker  arrived  to 
find  about  a  dozen  people 
waiting;  when  the  meetings 
closed  (about  45  minutes)  the 
audiences  were  numbering 
between  30/40.  Although  invited, 
no  questions  were  ever  asked. 

It  was  noticed  that  when  the 
meetings  had  concluded  many  of 
the  men  folk  quickly  retired  to 
the  nearby  ’pub',  the  same  ’pub' 
from  where  the  speaker  had 
borrowed  the  empty  botlled-bcer 
crate  to  use  as  a  rostrum 
Upon  returning  the  borrowed 
crate  the  speaker  invariably 
lingered  to  partake  of  a  noggin- 
of-alc',  after  the  fifth  meeting  be 
was  surprised  to  find  a  'drink' 
set-up  and  awaiting  him!  (The 
Speaker  was  never  able  to  find 
out  whom  to  thank!).  It  was  in 
these  interludes  in  the  ‘pub’ 
when  the  comments  were  made 
and  questions  would  be  asked 
“War?  -  It’s  unlikely";  “We  arc 
too  strong  now  for  Hitler1" ;  “If 
we  go  to  war  do  you  think  we 
shall  lose?";  “  Don’t  worry! 
we've  all  got  air-raid  she  hers  and 
gas-masks'T  It  was  clearly  ‘  in- 
ihe-air'.  albeit  apprehensive,  that 
Britain  would  have  to  go  to  a 
’justifiable'  war.  These  men  were 
not  ’politically-minded’  nor 
indeed  ’red’,  they're  were  what 
one  would  describe  as  the:  ’man- 
in-the-street-,  ready  to  do  a  hard 
day's  work,  look  after  his  family. 


and  enjoy  a  social  ’puna  .  It  was 

equally  clear  Ihal  the  media  in 
its  role  of  mind-bending  had 
done  a  very  thorough  job. 

C  ALL  I  P 

Returning  to  Croft  Street  HQ 
after  the  outdoor  meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening.  2T6  August,  it 
was  learned  that  one  of  our 
‘Gcordie'  Blackshirts  had 
received  mobilisation  orders. 
Rumours  were  rife  that  other 
known  TA  volunteers  (not 
members)  were  being  ’callcd-to- 
thc-colours'.  There  was  a  general 
feeling  among  those  present  that: 
"This  was  it  -  WAR" 

An  impromptu  meeting  of  those 
Branch  members  present  was 
held  by  the  District  Leader  ‘If 
this  was  the  start  of  a  general 
mobilisation  of  the  armed 
services  it  would  mean  that  more 
than  half  of  the  active  Branch 
membership  would  go,  including 
him  sc  It  therefore  his  successor 
needed  to  be  earmarked  -  local 
Leadership  must  continue'.  If  it 
was  to  be  ‘war’  would  it  be 
possible  to  maintain  the  City- 
cc  litre  premises?;  it  was 
suggested  that  should  there  be  a 
"declaration  of  war”  the 
Movement  would  be  proscribed, 
our  HQ  raided,  if  not  by  Special 
Branch,  then  possibly  by  anti¬ 
fascist  thugs!'.  The  meeting 
ended  after  midnight 
The  district  Leader,  found  his 
’call-up'  telegram  awaiting  him 
at  hmch  time,  Friday  25*  August 
1939.  At  6pm  that  evening  in  the 
Branch  HQ  he  handed-over  the 
brief-case  containing  essential 
Branch  records  to  his  deputy  . 
Colin  Ferry  ,  and  made  his  way  to 
his  military  report  centre,  so  ends 
these  ‘Gcordie’  Blackshirt 
I  recollections 


j Murder  in  the  Forest 

Continued  from  page  seven 


THE  KATYN  MEMORIAL  IN 
GUNNERSBURY  PARK 

“There  are  always  plenty  of 
advocates  for  doing  nothing. 
People  who  see  virtue  in  the 
negative  and  danger  in  the 
positive” 

1-ouis  E’ttzGibbon 


“Britain  has  no  standing  in  this 

issne” 

H-M.G. _ 

The  secretary’  of  State,  Douglas 
Hurd  said  “Wc  have  learned  that 
wc  should  be  aware  about 
separating  our  need  to  deal  with 
tyrants  from  our  need  to  avoid 
offence  to  them”.  Further 
culpability  emerged  with  the 
unearthing  of  two  other  mass 
graves  containing  thousands  of 
Polish  officers  at  Starobiclsk  and 
Ostashkov.  In  1992.  Boris 
Yeltsin  sent  Lech  Walensa  a  copy  j 
of  a  Politburo  document  dated  5* 
March  1940  authorising  the 
shooting  of  14.700  Polish 
Officers  signed  by  both  Stalin 
and  Berta.  In  2000.  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Robin  Cook, 
raised  the  reply  “I  personally 
have  never  doubted  that  Stalin 
was  responsible  for  the  Katyn 
massacre"  he  conceded 
“Previous  administrations 
could  have  been  more  candid 
earlier  about  the  Soviet  guilt” 
He  then  instructed  the  F.C.O. 


historian  to  review  the  existing 
history. 

This  time  it  was  to  be  published, 
in  2003.  Katyn:  British 
Reactions  to  the  Katyn  Massacre 
1943-2003  emerged.  Irtroductng 
K.  the  Minister  for  Europe.  Denis 
MacShane  said  “The  refusal  of 
successive  British  Governments 
to  charge  the  USSR  with 
responsibility  for  Katyn 
angered  many  in  this  country 
and  beyond  who  wished  to  see 
justice  done”. 

“The  facts  were  as  claimed  by 
the  Germans” 

Major  Van  Vlict  (US.  Army) 

With  the  spectacle  of  old  soldiers 
of  numerous  nations  being 
hounded  through  the  courts  for  so 
called  ‘war  crimes’  why  has  no 
one  ever  been  charged  for  the 
Katyn  atrocities.  Why  no  action 
for  late  but  honourable  justice? 


“THE  SPIRIT  LIVES” 


The  final  and  most  idling  quote 
on  the  subject  comes  from  Yakov 
Dzhugashvili.  The  P.O.W.  son  of 
Joseph  Stalin  When  confronted 
by  the  news  of  Katyn  his 
comment  was  ’Those  were 
intelligentsia.  the  most 
dangerous  element  to  ns". 
Troubled  and  shamed  by  these 
revelations,  he  committed  suicide 
a  lew  days  later  by  throwing 
himself  onto  the  electrified 
perimeter  fence  of  his  P.O.W. 
camp. 

“We  have  in  fact  perforce  used 
the  good  name  of  England  like 
the  murderers  used  the  little 
conifers  to  cover  up  a 
massacre” 

Sir  Owen  O’Malley,  Ambassador 
to  the  Sikorski  Government. 

24*  Mav  1943. 


The  Crime  of  Katyn,  for  which  no  one  has  ever  been  brought  to 
trial,  gives  enormous  insight  into  the  true  workings  of  W  estern 
democracies  who  tote  the  flag  of  freedom  as  the  mainstay  of  their 
being. 
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On 

September 
4,k  1939.  as 

the  newly- 
armed 
William 
Joyce  was 
looking  for  a 
toe-hold  in 
the  Nazi 


propaganda  service  in  Berlin,  two 
British  airmen  of  No  9  Squadron 
were  killed  over  the  Kiel  Canal 
while  attacking  the  German  fleet. 
George  Brocking  and  Kenneth 
Day  were  the  first  British  military 
fatalities  of  the  Second  World 
War.  both  former  Blackshirts, 
members  of  Oswald  Mosley’s 
British  Union. 

Whether  they  ever  heard  Joyce 
speak  at  public  meetings  until  his 
expulsion  from  British  Union  in 
early  1937,  is  not  recorded,  but 
millions  of '  their  fellow 
countrymen  were  to  know 
Joyce’s  voice  before  the  war  was 
over. 

Few  photographs  of  Joyce 
survive,  the  two  most  familiar 
showing  the  future  Lord  Haw- 
Haw  in  Blackshirt  uniform.  So 
although  Joyce  had  been  thrown 
out  some  two  and  a  half  years 
before  his  defection  to  Germany, 
something  of  the  stigma  of  his 
treachery  attached  itself  to  the 
movement. 

This  despite  the  fact  that  on  the 
outbreak  of  war  Mosley 
instructed  every  member  to 
refrain  from  anything  that  might 
assist  the  enemy,  and  that  in  the 
event  of  a  threat  to  our  island 
every  man  and  woman  in  his 
ranks  would  fight  the  invader. 

And  all  this  in  the  face  of  the 
exemplary  military  service  of 
thousands  of  BU  members, 
symbolised  in  the  sacrifice  of 
George  Brocking  and  Kenneth 
Day.  and  in  the  names  of  the 
many  Blackshirts  fallen  inscribed 
on  the  Roll  of  Honour  published 
issue  by  Issue  in  Comrade. 

In  “Right  or  Wrong”  (1961) 
Mosley  had  this  to  say  about 
Joyce:  “I  have  always 

condemned  and  still  strongly 
condemn  the  very  few  men  who 
left  Britain  in  order  to  aid  the 
enemy.” 

As  the  historian  Andrew  Roberts 
lias  written,  “it  is  unlikely  that 
Mosley's  Blackshirts  -  leading 
members  of  whom  were  interned 
in  late  May  1940  -  would  have 
provided  a  fifth  column:  indeed 
many  former  Blackshirts  served 
Britain  with  distinction  in  the 
war.” 

For  the  reality  is  thai  while  BU 
opposed  the  war  on  the  grounds 


that  what  was  unnecessary  and 
avoidable  was  also  decidedly  not 
in  Britain's  interest  -  indeed  very 
much  to  her  detriment  — 
Blackshirts  joined  the  colours  in 
the  spiril  of  "My  Courtry  Right 
or  Wrong."  Joyce  of  course  took 
another  and  contrary  route. 

So  what  was  William  Joyce’s 
country?  Here  was  an  Irishman 
bom  in  New  York,  brought  home 
to  Galway  aged  four  and  raised  a 
Catholic-educated  Protestant,  a 
boy  cohort  of  the  Black  and  I  ans 
(whose  activities  Mosley 
famously  denounced  in  the 
Commons),  a  British  patriot 
whose  nationalist  zeal  unsettled 
or  amused  instinctively  reticent 
Englishmca  And  finally  a 
naturalised  German  who  referred 
to  his  wartime  as  “Homeland”, 
yet  on  crossing  the  Channel  in 
captivity  could  scribble,  with 
evideit  sincerity.  “God  Bless  Old 
England  on  the  lea.” 

“A  Quare  Fellow”  as  the  Irish 
might  say.  and  in  a  new  and  what 
will  surely  prove  the  definitive 
biography  of  Joyce,  Mary  Kenny, 
distinguished  Irish  journalist  and 
writer,  explores  the  complex  and 
sometimes  incongruous  well- 
springs  of  his  psyche. 

This  is  an  impressive  work  and  in 
many  ways  a  brave  one.  As  might 
be  expected  it  throws  up  new 
insights  into  the  essential 
Irishness  of  Joyce  and  the 
contrariness  of  his  character.  She 
condemns  but  not  without 
attempts  at  understanding. 
Overall  British  Union  is  given  a 
very  fair  hearing. 

Noting  the  clement  of  “idealism 
and  of  egalitarianism’’  in  what 
might  now  be  called  British 
Union's  mission  statement,  she 
concludes,  "it  all  sounds  perfectly 
harmless,  even  worthy.”  The 
movement  "offered  a  ‘band  of 
brothers'  ambience  which  was 
attractive  to  many  young  men"  - 
while  noting  that  30  per  cent  of 
active  Blackshirts  were  female. 
“Marry  women  claimed  that  in 
the  BIJF  they  had  an  outlet  of 
equality  and  opportunity  not 
available  in  conventional  political 
parties.”  Within  its  ranks, 
working-class  Irish  Catholics 
worked  amicably  with  Ulster 
Orangcmea 

She  quotes  cx-Blackshirt  and 
former  Labour  MP  John  Beckett: 
“I  found  in  the  BUF  far  more 
sincere  and  earnest  socialist 
convictions  than  I  had  seen  in  the 
Labour  Party  for  the  past  ten 
years.”  She  cites  Beckett's 
estimate  that  20  per  cent  of  BU 
membership  were  mainly 
conservative  in  outlook,  “but  the 


great  majority  were  either 
converted  socialists  or  young 
people  who  certainly  ten  years 
before  would  have  found  their 
way  into  the  socialist 
movemert.”  British  Union,  notes 
Ms  Kenny  ,  “would  attract  many 
more  people  than  the  Communist 
Party  ,  although  the  Communists 
were  more  influential  and 
indeed,  paradoxically,  more 
upper  class  in  their  composition.” 
For  writing  such  things  Mary 
Kenny  will  have  risked  and  no 
doubt  drawn  the  animus  of  the 
familiar  and  traditional  enemies 
of  truth. 

Joyce  joined  British  Union  in 
1933  (he  had  earlier  been  a 
member  of  the  Conservative 
Party,  entertaining  a  hope  of 
becoming  Parliamentary 

candidate  for  Chelsea).  His 
trademark  facial  scar  was  the 
result  of  a  knife  attack  sustained 
while  stewarding  a  Conservative 
public  meeting.  Joyce  claimed 
the  assailant  was  a  Jewish 
Communist,  and  an  obsessive 
loathing  of  Jews  and  Jewish 
influence  was  to  mark  the  rest  of 
his  life.  Fearless,  energetic, 
highly  intelligent,  it  was  not 
surprising  he  made  his  mark  in 
the  turbulence  of  the  early  BU; 
nowhere  more  than  on  the  public 
platform. 

Joyce  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
star  Blackshirt  speakers,  though 
reading  extracts  from  some  of  his 
speeches  it  is  hard  to  see  why. 
His  stock  in  trade  seems  to  have 
been  invective,  sustained  in 
duration  and  style  by  a 
disinclination  to  employ  one 
word  of  abase  where  three  or 
more  would  suffice. 

That  fine  Blackshirt  Dick 
Bellamy  recalled  taking  an 
acquaintance  to  a  Joyce  meeting 
in  Leeds  to  hear  how  BU  would 
save  the  woollen  industry.  What 
he  heard  instead  was  a  diatribe 
against  the  Jews,  with  the  result 
that  this  potential  recruit  left  in 
disgust.  It  is  a  story  repeated  over 
and  again. 

The  Jewish  issue  was  very  real. 
British  Union  stood  against 

Communism  and  finance 
capitalism,  and  Jews  were 
prominent  in  each.  Jewish 

interests  were  also  agitating  for 
confrontation  with  Nazi 

Germany,  while  individual  Jews 
were  conspicuous  among  those 
convicted  of  assaults  on 
Blackshirts. 

Mary  Kcraiy  quotes  journalist 
and  broadcaster  Derek  Jameson 
as  saying  “it  was  almost  de 
rigucur  for  young  Jews  to  be 
communists  in  working-class 
London  life  in  the  1930s.”  In  his 
biography  Jameson  also  said  in 


the  late-  1940s  he  was  almost  the 
only  non-Jewish  Communist  in 
East  London. 

But  overall  Joyce  was  not  content 
with  puttiiB!  all  this  into  the 
wider  political  perspective.  When 
he  did.  dismounting  for  a 
moment  from  his  hobby  horse,  he 
w  ould  often  win  over  an  audience 
w  hether  of  workers,  academics, 
university  students,  or  the  middle 
classes.  He  had  a  fine  brain  - 
Maxwell  Knight's  early 
observations  that  along  with  a 
“Celtic  volatility”  Joyce's 
“menial  balance  is  not  equal  to 
his  intellectual  capacity"  seems 
to  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  a 
phenomenal  memory  and  a  gift 
for  languages.  He  was  also  a 
pronounced  polymath  with  a 
range  extending  from  literature  to 
the  sciences. 

He  might  have  become  an 
academic,  and  in  1928  tried  his 
hand  at  the  diplomatic  service, 
but  was  repulsed.  “Had  he  been 
an  upper-class  English 
communist,  rather  than  a  ddclasse 
Fascist,  and  Irish  to  boot.”  says 
Miss  Kenny  in  a  shrew  d  aside,  “it 
is  probable  that  his  chances  of 
advancing  in  the  Foreign  Office 
might  have  been  much  better." 
Clearly  he  had  a  rare  and 
compelling  platform  quality,  a 
“presence"  and  vocal  authority 
which  Mary  Kenny  says  later 
established  him  as  an 
exceptionally  gifted  if  notorious 
broadcaster. 

But  by  early  1937,  Joyce’s 
shortcomings  were  causing 
increasing  misgivings  in  the 
ranks  and  hierarchy  of  BU.  His 
Jewish  obsession  and  its 
consequences  seem  to  have  been 
the  main  issue,  but  there  were 
personality  factors  too.  He  was 
not  universally  popular.  Many, 
including  Mosley,  thought  him 
excessively  vain  (a  trait 
sometimes  attributed,  but  by  no 
means  exclusively  so.  to  men  of 
small  statue);  others  were  put  off 
by  a  sarcastic  manner.  Yet  Joyce 
had  winning  ways  too  -  a  wry 
humour  for  example  -  and  among 
a  dose  circle  of  family  and 
supporters  aroused  irtense 
loyalty  even  love,  to  the  very 
end. 

When  a  sudden  financial  crisis 
caused  Mosley  to  drastically 
prune  headquarters  staff,  Joyce 
was  one  of  those  to  go.  and 
shortly  after  this  he  was  expelled. 
Mosley  -  “The  Bleeder"  - 
became  an  even  more  pointed 
object  of  his  lashing  tongue,  In  a 
squalid  review  in  the  Telegraph, 
Max  Hastings  suggested  the 
Mosleys’  thought  Joyce  “too 
common."  Sint*  Hasting's 
snobbery  and  social  pretensions 
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are  a  byword  in  Canary  Wharf - 
a  case  of  more  airs  than  graces  - 
this  would  seem  to  reflect  his 
own  rather  than  Mosleys'  attitude 
in  such  matters. 

At  any  rate  for  the  next  two  and  a 
half  years  Joyce  ran  a  “National 
Socialist  League",  a  miserable 
little  affair  that  ended  up  with  a 
rump  of  40  members  and  its 
leader,  accompanied  by  his 
second  wife  Margaret,  waiting  on 
a  platform  of  Victoria  Station  for 
a  boat  to  Germany  and  the  Nazi 
propaganda  service. 

Enter  William  Joyce:  “Lord 
Haw-Haw.”  Here  again  Joyce 
was  to  suffer  from  a  personality 
disorder,  for  whatever  description 
might  be  put  to  his  voice,  it  was 
certainly  not  that  of  a  braying 
member  of  the  English  upper- 
class  (the  renegade  broadcaster 
who  inspired  this  term  was 
almost  certainly  Norman  Baillie- 
Stewart).  Such  distinctions  meant 
little  in  wartime  however,  and 
Joyce  -  who  actually  loathed  the 
British  uptpcr-class  -  was  stuck 
with  a  title  that  has  entered  the 
book  of  infamy. 

Joyce  proved  to  be  a  highly 
effective  broadcaster.  His  British  * 
audience  was  of  a  size  worrying 
the  government  -  six  out  of  ten 
tuned  in  to  him  —  and  by  no 
means  uniformly  hostile.  To 
some  he  seemed  to  be  standing 
up  for  the  working  people  against 
the  rich  and  high-placed.  Aside 
from  the  sneering  conlcn.  Mary 
Kenny  says  some  of  his  scripts 
“reveal  a  radical  critique  of 
British  society,  elucidating 

themes  which  became  almost 
accepted  wisdom  after  the 

Second  World  War."  Contrary  to 
legend,  there  is  no  evidence  that 
he  referred  to  slow -running 
church  clocks. 

But  well  before  1945,  Joyce  , 
knew  the  clock  was  running  out 
for  him  and  with  his  sardonic 
humour.  seems  to  have 

contemplated  the  grizzly  manner 
of  his  end.  But  what  he  returned 
to  in  Britain  was  not  justice. 
Poetic  justice  perhaps,  but  not 
justice  as  symbolised  in  the 
figure  surmouning  the  Old 
Bailey. 

It  is  now  a  matter  of  almost 
universal  recognition  that  his 
conviction  for  treason  was 
cooked  up.  Whatever  emotion 
might  have  suggested,  in  point  of 
law  Joyce  was  not  a  British 
traitor  for  the  very’  obvious  fact 
that  he  was  not  a  British  subject. 

The  trial  judge.  Mr  Justice 
Tucker,  moreover  had  described 
Joyce  in  open  court  three  years 
earlier  as  a  “traitor",  a  point 
should  have  disqualified  him, 
while  all  the  while  Joyce’s 
defence  team  were  working 
unaware  that  the  security  service 


was  opening  every’  item  of 
correspondence  and  passing  the 
Contois  to  the  prosecution 
No  one  worked  harder  for  an 
acquittal  than  his  younger  brother 
Quinton,  an  ex-Blackshirt 
interned  for  three  and  a  half  years 
for  no  other  reason  than  that  he 
was  Joyce’s  brother.  A  warm, 
loving.  unassuming  figure, 
Quinton  in  many  ways  is  the  hero 
of  this  grim  story;  his  devotion  to 
his  doomed  brother,  like  that  of 
all  the  Joyce  clan,  absolute  to  the 
end. 

Strikingly  popular  with  the 
Wandsworth  prison  staff,  liked 
and  respected  by  his  defence 
team.  Joyce  met  his  approaching 
death  with  a  courage,  serenity 
and  buoyant  good  humour  that 
commands  admiration.  As  Mary 
Kenny  concludes:  “William 
Joyce  did  nearly  everything 
wrong  in  his  life,  and  certainly 
had  some  dreadful  views",  but 
when  the  curtain  fell  on  that  cold 
January  morning  in  1946,  it  can 
be  said  that  nothing  so  became 
him  as  the  manner  of  his  going. 

Paul  Collins 
Germany  Calling:  a  personal 
biograpihy  of  William  Joyce 
‘Lord  Haw-Haw'  by  Mary  Kenny 
New  Island  Books  (Dublin) 

ISBN:  1-902602-78-1 
£17.99 


In  tbc  wake 

of  Diana 
Mosley's 
death, 
journalists 
have 
gleefully 
filled  Bcrcs  of 
newsprint  re¬ 
telling  stories  from  one  of  the 
most  unique  lives  of  the  twetlieth 
century.  “Lethal  charm",  “An 
intolerable  woman",  “More 
dangerous  than  Sir  Oswald", 
“Intellectually  undernourished" 
arc  just  some  of  the  cheap  jibes 
referring  to  one  no  longer  able  to 
reply  or  sue.  Equally  applicable 
might  be  “Terminally  honest", 
“Eearsomely  truthful".  “One  who 
never  compromised  a  friendship 
to  suit  a  passing  fashion"  together 
with  that  most  important  of 
virtues  “Loyalty". 

To  help  these  talcs  from  the 
cuttings  files  or  with  some 
chance  encounter  with  her,  an 
authorised  biograpihy  lias  been 
published.  Anne  Dc  Courcv.  a 
distinguished  writer  and 
biographer  approached  Diana 
Mosley  in  the  1990s  with  a 
proposal.  In  return  for  access  to 
private  papers  and  the 
willingness  of  friends  and 
relatives  to  be  interviewed,  the 
book  would  carry  an  embargo 
until  the  death  of  Diana  Mosley  . 


This  w  as  accepted. 

Hundreds  of  hours  of  tapicd 
interviews  ensued.  What  of  the 
result?  Tbc  well- worn  stories  of 
childhood  and  early  marriage  are 
referred  to  with  little  revelatory 
expxjsure.  The  fateful  meeting 
with  Sir  Oswald,  life  in  the 
thirties  and  the  later  prison  years 
form  the  core  of  the  book.  This  is 
valuable  information  for  anyone 
attempting  to  evaluate  a  life.  An 
overall  feeling  of  a  life  in  limbo 
is  engendered,  together  with  the 
failure  to  show  the  decided 
flowering  of  an  English  Rose. 

The  last  half-century  saw  Diana 
striking  out  in  some  amazing 
directions.  The  heavy 
involvement  in  founding  a 
publishing  house,  becoming  a 
successful  author,  editorship  of  a 
monthly  magazine  that  ran  for  six 
years.  During  all  this  tune  she 
gave  unfailing  support  to  her 
husband  in  his  political 
endeavours  to  bring  about  the 
Union  of  Europe. 


In  a  pwcepitive  review  ol  Xnnc 
de  Courcv' s  book.  Deborah 
Devonshire,  her  sister,  knowingly 
touches  on  the  books 
shortcomings.  The  natural 
humour.  A  brilliant  intellect. 
Lack  of  guile.  Generosity  of 
spirit  together  with  “A  veil  of 
serenity  that  saw  her  through  the 
most  testing  of  episodes" 
Coriinuing.  she  sagetv  states:  “A 
woman  who  combined  all  these 
attributes  is  a  ready-made  Aunt 
Sally,  because  they  are  beyond 
the  grasp  of  the  trendy,  who  have 
never  met  them”. 

Here  was  a  pterson  who  knew 
nearly  all  the  main  players  of  the 
twentieth  century  and  who  had 
the  courage  and  steadfastness  not 
to  alter  her  belief  in  the  passing 
fashions  of  political  correctness. 
An  inspiration  for  those  who 
follow. 

Adrian  Pearce 
DIANA  MOSLEY  by  Anne  dc 
Courcy.  Chatto  and  Windus 
ISBN:l-8S61-9242-3  £20.00 


some 
updating 
of  the 
text. 

(Lady  Mosley  worked  on 
revising  the  manuscript 
during  the  early  summer  of 


•03) 

As  friends  of  the  Windsors 
from  pre-war  days  Diana 
Mosley  was  in  an  excellent 
position  to  bring  fresh  insight 


to  the  much  told  Wallis 
Simpson  story 

When  the  Windsors  settled  at 
the  Moulin  de  la  Tuileric  in 
the  early  1950s  they  became 
neighbours  of  the  Mosleys 
who  lived  just  five  miles 
away  and  regularly  visited 
each  other. 

The  book  is  a  personal  tribute 
to  that  enduring  friendship 
and  an  untrammelled  and 
honest  account  of  an 
extraordinary  life. 

THE  DUCHESS  OF 
WINDSOR 
By  Diana  Mosley 
Gibson  Square  Books 
ISBN;  1903933404 
Price:  £9.99 


Dear  Sir. 

Is  Anne  de  Courcy  always  histoncalty  correct"? 

The  author  shows  no  real  understanding  of  Sir  Oswald  s 
character  and  always  emphasises  and  quotes  the  worst 
descnptton  of  him  She  quotes  the  arrogance,  flashing  demonic 
eyes,  that  he  could  work  himself  into  tears  by  his  own  oratory, 
lack  of  sincerity  and  only  emotion  in  his  speeches  -  no  real 
content,  which  we  know  is  not  true 

I  know  this  is  not  a  biography  of  Sir  Oswald  but  if  Anne  de 
Courcy  has  this  innate  misconception  of  his  character  how  can 
she  fully  understand  Diana  s  inner  most  feelings  and  ideals?  I 
gave  the  author  an  account  of  the  fancy  dress  competition  in 
Holloway  1941  I  said  that  Lady  M  had  looked  stunning  as  the 
tragic  'Bnde  of  Lammamore'  Simply  weanng  a  plain  white 
sheath,  holding  a  wilting  spray  of  flowers  and  being  pale  and 
thin  because  of  her  confinement  to  Holloway  This  is 
misquoted,  saying  that  one  of  the  detainees  had  taken  this 
part,  dismissing  Fay  Taylour  (who  was  also  mentioned)  as  a 
motorcyclist,  when  it  was  a  well-know  fact  that  she  had  been  a 
famous  pre-war  motor  racing  driver,  she  also  does  not  deserve 
having  her  name  misspelt  In  addition,  we  learn  that  Union 
Movement  was  founded  in  19581 

This  was  sloppy  research  and  one  wonders  if  there  are  other 
silly  mistakes  in  her  work  However,  throughout  her  biography 
she  does  portray  ungrudgingly  Diana  Mosley's  complete 
honesty  and  faithfulness  to  what  she  believed  in 
Yours  faithfully 
Louise  Irvine 
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@  British  Union  @ 
ROLL  OF  HONOUR 
1939  1945 


“What  though  ourselves  art 
smitten 

This,  our  faith  can  never  die’" 

AITKEN.  So/L  Lionel:  RAF  59 
Sqd  shot  down  bombing  Gennan 
convoy  ofT  Dunkirk,  lies  in 
Dunkirk  Town  Cemetery  .  BUF 
T  Squad,  OfT  l/C  Black  House 
HNQ  1935.  brother  of  Andrew 
BUF  killed  RAF  1937  and 
Marjorie,  BUF  Women's 

D/Organiser.  7  June  1941 
AUSTIN.  Set.  W.G.  -Bill':  Ist 
Btn  KRRC:  killed  in  action 
Tunis,  lies  in  Medjaze-cl-Bab 
War  Cemetery,  Tunis:  Liverpool 
British  Union.  10  May  1943 

AVRKS.  Ptc. _ Francis 

‘Nipper  :6th  Btn  Green  Howards, 
killed  in  action  near  Dunkirk,  lies 
in  Oye-Plage  Communal 
Cemetery,  France:  Limchouse 
British  Union  At  20.  25  Mav 
1940 

BREW  HR.  CpI.  A^AJ.:  2od  Btn 
Black  Watch:  Dorset  British 
Union:  killed  in  action  Burma. 
Name  inscribed  on  Rangoon 
Memorial  S'April  1944 
BROOKER.  Gnr.  C.G:  90  Field 
Regt  RA  after  18B  British 
Political  Prisoner  1940-42: 
Exeter  Br  British  Unions:  died  on 
P.O.W  long  march.  Remembered 
on  Cassino  Memorial.  Italy.  $ 
March  1945 

CHAMBERS,  Donald:  joined 
RAF  first  day  WW2.  then  British 
Political  Prisoner,  then  Army 
from  which  discharged  to  die  at 
24:  Epping  British  Union.  BU 
Drum  Corps,  'Comrade's'  bugler 
L8iunc  |943 

l)ANB\ ,  Set  William  Calvert: 
5*  Bn  Green  Howards:  Kingston 
Branch  D/Lcadcr  British  Union: 
Age  36:  killed  in  action:  “buried 
near  this  spot"  in  Adinkerke 
Military  Cemetery.  Belgium.  21 
Mav  1940 

EAST.  Et  Phillin:  5*  Btn 
Queen’s  Own  Cameron 
Highlanders:  l.eytonstone  British 
Union:  age  26:  killed  in  action 
Tunisia.  Lies  in  Medjez-cl-Bab 
War  Cemetery.  Tunisia  24  April 
1943. 

FMREV.  W/O  David  George: 
RAF  212  Sqd,  killed  on  ops. 
Cochin.  India  age  23.  lies 
Madras  War  Cemetery: 
I-cystonstonc  British  Union.  27 
June  1944 

FIH  H,  W7(  nm.  R-I.i.  ’Tigge’ 

DFC:  RAF.  killed  on  ops.. 
Norfolk,  lies  in  St.  Nicholas 
Churchyard.  Ketveden  Hch 
Essex:  Clapham  British  llnioa 
At  26.  21  Mav  1945. _ 


FOGG.  Pte-  James:!*1  Btn 
E'1,ancs  Regt:  Manchester  British 
Union:  killed  in  action.  Clevc. 
Germany.  Buried  Reichswald 
Forest  War  Cemetery :  Age  26.  1 1 

GTIT^SgLril.  B.  W :  RAF  VR_ 
killed  in  a  flying  accident  when 
instructing  at  No.  3  Glider 
I  raining  School  after  release 
from  British  concentration  camp 
as  Political  Prisoner.  lies 
H archills  Can.,  Leeds  Leeds 
British  Union:  Ai  22  28  May 
1943 

GREENWOOD, _ (  apt. 

Charles:  8lh  Btn  Parachute  Reel. 
Army  Air  Corps,  killed  in  action 
D-Day.  lies  Ranville  War 
Cemetery,  Normandy:  APO 
Enfiled  British  Union.  Acting 
D/L  1939/40.  London  speaker.  At 
29.  6  June  1944 

HASTINGS, _ SgE _ LL 

Tommy’:  RAF  <VR)  7  Sqdn: 
Age  31:  Newcastle  British 
Union:  killed  in  action,  name 
inscribed  Runnymeade 

Memorial  31  March  1940 
IRVINE,  Pte.  R:  1/5  Btn  Queens 
R  Regt  killed  in  action  near  near 
Dunkirk.  lies  Strazeelc 
Communal  Cemetery,  France: 

Shoreditch  British  Union:  At  21. 
28  Mav  1940 

M  \\  S,  Spr.  John  Basil:  R.Eng 
dispatch  rider  killed  Hemswell 
RAF  station.  Lines,  after  Dunkirk 
evacuation:  lies  St  Chad 

Churchyard.  Harps  well-  W/Lceds 
British  Union,  Municiplc 
Candidate:  at  25  26  July  1940 
Milford,  Maj.  Ihc  Hon.  Tom: 
Kjtc:  NHQ  Branch  British 

Union:  brother  of  Lady  Mosley: 
killed  in  action:  age  36  Burma. 
He  is  buried  at  Taukkyan  War 
Cemetery,  Rangoon.  4  April 
1945 

Ml  LEAN,  L/C  pi  ‘Paddy ': 

Corps  of  Military  Police, 

formerly  Palestine  Police,  killed 
in  action  Battle  of  Kinghtsbridge 
Box.  lies  in  Knightsbridge  War 
Cemetery .  Acroma.  Libya:  early 
British  Union.  BU  ‘I*  squad  12 
June  1942 

W'ALSII,  Set  Michael:  RAF  VR 

156  Sqd  and  Limehousc  Branch 
British  Union:  Age  23:  killed  in 
flying  ops  Name  inscribed  Panel 
96  Runnvmeade  Memorial  27 
July  1942 

WATSON.  A/B  Cyril:  RoyuJ 
Navy  Central  lxeds  Br  British 
Union:  age  21:  killed  in  action 
HMS  Hardy.  Narvik. 
Remembered  on  Plymouth  Naval 
Memorial  10  Anril  1940 

For  them  -  A  Greater  Sacrifice _ 

And  a  Greater  Glory 


Read  on  ... 

www.oswaldmosley.com 


Un  flflemoriam 

'Hark1  The  sound  of  many  voices. 

Echoes  through  the  vale  yf  uga, 

Bfttaff!  I ‘Stem  and  reK>*eS 
QiatsgBTradftMtTwBB _ 

BAINES.  Derek  Talbot:  BUF 

T  squad:  Nr.  Bognor:  Summer 
1981 

BEVAN,  Arthur.  BU  *  I '  squad: 
D/L  West  Ham:  Parliamentary 
Candidate  Upton:  I8B  political 
prisoner:  At  Basildon  age  87  23 
March  1988 

BENNEI  I,  Charles:  Former 
Mayor  of  Bethnal  Green. 
Chairman  BG  British  Legions: 
mhr.  N/E  BG  British  Union:53: 
June  1939 

BOWMAN.  William  James: 

Platting.  Manchester  British 
Union  July  1939 

BROWN  Charles:  D/Ldr 
Wavertree  Liverpool  British 
Union:  I8B  political  prisoner 
1940:  Union  Movement  D/Ldr. 
Salford.  Lancs  June  1962 
COLE,  ('apt.  T.F:  early  officer 
Burgess  Hill  British  Union  Mav 
1939 

CRABTREE  Bill:  Bury  Lancs 
British  Union:  Union  Movement: 

luhJSZS 

DICKINSON.  H  Pop':  familiar 
‘Action’  seller  Manchester 
Oxford  Street:  father  of  R/Insp. 
Charlie  Dickinson  to  whom  his 
last  words  were  “stick  to  the 
Movemcn".  April  1940 


LEE.  H:  Crovdon.  BU:  10  April 
1938 

MARL  Dr.  W.I.D.  BM  LRCS. 

BSc:  Sheffield  BU  19  Mav  1940 

McKECHME.  Lt.  Col:  BU  D/L 
Hastings  13  Mav  1940 

MERRITT. _ William: 

Tottenham  BU:  In  Australia: 
April  1980 

MITFORD.  I  nitv  Valkvric: 

sister  of  Ladv  Mosley  28  Mav 
1948 

MOSLEV  Maude  lads: 

Mother  and  loyal  supporter  of 
O.M.:  head  of  Women’s  BUF  in 
early  days:  20  June  1948 
NICHOLLS.  Tommy:  South 
London  British  Union  June  1981 
NIGHTINGALE,  A:  BU  D/L 
I  lorsham  April  1948 
PHILLIPS.  Joe:  I  imehousc  BU: 
April  1951 

POWELL,  Vicc-Adm.  CB 
CMG:  BU  Parliamentary 

Candidate  for  Portsmouth:  27 
Mav  1952 

ROBERTSON.  Kenneth: 

Shoreditch  BU  Mav  1939 

SHELMERDINE, _ Father 

Philip:  Early  British  Union 
member  and  agent  for  BU 
candidate  at  Middleton  and 
Prestwich,  Lancs.  1940  just 
before  18B  detention  during 
which  he  suffered  severe 
interrogation  at  notorious 
Latchmere  House.  Ham  Cmn. 
After  the  war  he  entered  a 
religious  order 


VASILI  MITROKHIN 

The  West  owes  an  enormous  debt  of  gratitude  to  Vasili  Mitrokhin 
who  died  recently.  An  avowed  communist  he  worked  his  way  up 
within  the  Soviet  system  to  become  a  top  KGB  Officer  in  the  field 
Disillusioned  when  sidestepped  for  promotion,  he  became  a  desk 
hound  operative  responsible  for  nrchives.  When  tlicse  top-secret 
papers  were  moved  from  the  Lubvanka  to  a  customised  secure 
depositary  outside  Moscow,  it  became  Mitrokhin’s  job  to  catalogue 
the  entire  collection  dating  back  to  1917.  For  the  next  twelve  years, 
he  did  his  job  in  a  most  diligent  wav  Ear  too  diligently  Every 
document  that  passed  through  his  office  had  its  highlights  copied  by 
hand,  smuggled  out  and  buried  beneath  his  dacha.  Had  he  been 
caught  it  is  without  doubt  he  would  have  been  executed  (see  the 
story  of  Oleg  Penkovsky  for  the  grisly  details  of  one  man  who  spied 
for  the  West  but  was  caught  by  the  Russians). 

In  retirement  Mitrokhin  was  given  permission  to  take  a  holiday  in 
Latvia.  Walking  into  the  American  Embassy  with  samples  of  his 
illicit  archive  he  was  soon  ejected.  He  then  walked  down  the  road  to 
the  British  Embassy  who  at  once  saw  die  value  and  importance  of  his 
copied  paper  archive.  After  a  dangerous  covert  MI6  operation,  the 
buried  containers  were  transported  to  Britain.  Vasili’s  one  request 
was  that  they  should  be  made  public  to  show  the  Russian  people 
just  what  sort  of  regime  they  had  been  living  under.  This  did  not 
happen.  Only  when  the  book  on  the  Mitrokhin  Archive  was 
published  in  1999  did  the  public  ai  large  gel  to  know  about  this 
amazing  coup  and  the  bravery  of  one  man  in  bringing  it  to  the  West. 
A  serious  embarrassment  for  the  British  Government  was  the  naming 
of  Britain's  longesl  serving  KGB  spy,  Melila  Norwood  “The  spy  who 
came  in  from  the  Co-Op"  The  Labour  Government  refused  to  arrest 
or  prosecute  her.  It  is  in  doubt  that  she  was  even  interviewed  by  the 
secret  service.  Reputedly  she  is  now  writing  a  book!!! 

The  documents  also  revealed  over  300  other  spies,  many  based  in 
Britain,  who  although  known  since  1992  had  not  been  arrested.  A 
scandal  that  begs  the  question,  as  to  why  nothing  was  done.  Are  the 
string-pullers  to  Blunt  &Co  still  around? 
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GOODBYE  JOHNNY. 

With  deep  regret  we  announce  the  death  on  August 
26th.  2004  of  John  Warburton  who,  as  John  Christian, 
founded  and  edited  COMRADE.  He  was  85  years  old. 

John  joined  the  Cadet  Section  of  British  Union  at  the 
age  of  1  4  and  after  moving  from  Lancashire  to  London 
became  an  active  Blackshirt  in  Clapham  where  he 
eventually  became  Assistant  District  Leader  (Sales).  He 
was  awarded  the  Steel  Distinction  and  after  the  war 
became  one  of  the  first  to  join  Union  Movement 
undertaking  many  special  assignments  for  the  Leader. 

However,  John's  greatest  contribution  was  to  come  late 
in  life  when  he  helped  to  establish  the  Friends  of 
Oswald  Mosley  in  1 982  and  began  to  produce 
COMRADE  in  1986.  This  filled  an  important  role  by 
keeping  old  comrodes  in  touch  and  putting  on  record, 
often  for  the  first  time,  the  true  facts  of  the  Mosley 
Movement's  struggle  using  new  research  into  primary 
sources. 

Although  he  never  sought  the  limelight,  John's 
friendship  was  greatly  valued  by  a  wide  circle  of 
comrades,  academics,  researchers  and  authors  who 
appreciated  both  his  gentlemanly  manner  and  his 
wealth  of  knowledge  concerning  the  past  record  of  the 
Movement. 

Together  with  his  wife  Joan,  who  had  joined  Mosley  in 
New  Party  days,  John's  help  and  hospitality  to 
everybody  with  an  interest  in  the  subject  was  almost 
limitless.  He  represented  in  person  the  Blackshirt  spirit 
of  service,  endurance  and  the  belief  in  a  better  society 
that  would  only  come  when  the  people  of  Britain  were 
truly  united. 

All  worthwhile  things  are  the  creation  of  one  man  or 
woman.  Beyond  the  tributes  of  friends,  the  most 
enduring  testimonial  to  John  Warburton  is  COMRADE. 
Now  preserved  for  all  time  in  archives  in  many 
different  countries  of  the  world,  the  record  which  he 
began  will  remain  his  permanent  epitaph. 
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John  Warburton’ s  youthful  enthusiasm  for  the  Cause 
was  captured  for  all  time  on  the  front  cover  of 
Mosley’s  great  pre-war  book  'Tomorrow  Wo  Live’ 
(1938).  This  picture,  taken  at  one  of  the  Leader's 
massive  East  London  meetings  at  Limehouse  on 
October  14th.  1936,  depicts  the  future  Editor  of 
COMRADE  as  he  always  saw  himself:  just  one  among 
thousands. 


ONE  AMONG  THOUSANDS. 

John  would  have  been  the  first  to  remind  us  that  his 
contribution  was  no  more  or  no  less  than  tens  of 
thousands  of  other  Blackshirts  who  served  the  Cause. 
So  in  this  issue  of  COMRADE  we  record  the  life  of  John 
Warburton  not  to  commemorate  him  alone  but  as  a 
tribute  to  all  Mosley  men  and  women  now  of  the  'lost 
battalions',  known  and  unknown,  who  gave  so  much  in 
a  noble  attempt  to  prevent  the  decline  of  the  country 
that  they  loved. 

The  story  of  Oswald  Mosley's  life  is  ably  recorded  in 
his  autobiography  'MY  LIFE'.  So  it  is  appropriate  that 
this  story,  the  symbolic  record  of  all  who  served  him 
and  have  now  passed  on,  should  be  entitled  'THEIR 
LIFE'. 

THEIR  LIFE. 

John  Warburton,  one  of  two  sons  of  a  Lancashire 
blacksmith,  was  born  at  Bury  in  1919.  The  occasion 
that  set  the  course  of  his  life  occurred  on  Armistice 
Day  1 933  when  he  attended  Mosley's  first  meeting  at 
Bell  Vue,  Manchester,  and  responded  immediately  to 
the  Leader's  call  'Wake  up,  you  men  of  England!*. 
John  joined  the  British  Union  Cadets  there  and  then  at 
the  age  of  1  4. 

Together  with  his  brother  Ned,  he  was  present  at  the 
Battle  of  Stockton-on-Tees.  Imported  Communist 
opposition  had  been  giving  the  local  BU  speaker. 
Captain  Arthur  Vincent  Collier,  a  rough  time  for 
several  weeks.  The  brothers  joined  a  1 00-strong 
contingent  of  Blackshirts  who  paraded  through 
Middlesborough  before  marching  on  to  Stockton. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  STOCKTON. 

In  the  Market  Square  the  local  members  were 
struggling  to  put  over  their  message  to  a  crowd  of 
10,000  including  many  Red  streetfighters  clearly  intent 
on  Grievous  Bodily  Harm.  John  helped  to  push  them 
back  40  yards  and  hold  the  line.  During  the  Battle  his 
brother  Ned  lost  the  sight  of  an  eye  and  only  the 
intervention  of  local  people,  horrified  by  the  cowardly 
attack,  prevented  worst  injury. 

In  the  Autumn  of  1 936  John  moved  to  London  and 
transferred  to  the  BU  Clapham  branch  a  few  days 
before  the  Battle  of  Cable  Street.  The  District  Officer, 
Charles  Daniels,  gave  special  permission  for  him  to 
march  that  doy  with  the  Blackshirts  rather  than  the 
Greyshirl  Cadets.  The  exrents  of  4  October  1 936  are 
well  recorded.  Ten  days  later,  word  spread  through  the 
back  streets  of  East  London  that  Mosley  was  planning 
to  march  right  across  the  area  from  Bethnal  Green  to 


Limehouse.  John  described  the  scene  as  100,000  East 
Enders  came  to  greet  the  Englishman  they  loxred  as  he 
arrived  in  Salmon  Lane:  'Out  came  the  young  men 
and  women,  old  men,  grandfathers,  mothers  carrying 
children,  to  shout  'Good  Old  Mosley'  and  'Hail  Mosley 
-  White  Man!'. 

STAND  BY  THE  KING! 

Later  that  year  John  was  actively  involved  in  the  Stand 
by  the  King  demonstrations  in  the  West  End  of  London 
in  a  vain  attempt  to  preserve  the  throne  of  the  man 
who  would  haxre  used  all  his  influence  to  prevent  war 
and  combat  unemployment. 

By  January  1937  he  had  become  Assistant  District 
Leader  (Sales)  for  Clapham  and  a  member  of  Division 
1  Blackshirts.  This  involved  him  delivering  the 
Movement's  papers  on  a  bicycle  with  a  slingbag 
marked  'Action'.  One  day  while  waiting  at  traffic  lights 
John  was  felled  by  a  blow  to  the  head  from  behind 
followed  by  one  to  the  eye.  Before  he  could  rise,  the 
brave  assailant  ran  off.  The  black  eye  that  resulted  was 
only  the  first  of  many. 

During  March  1937  he  actively  canvassed  for  British 
Union  in  the  East  London  elections  which  proved 
beyond  doubt  the  solid  base  of  support  for  the 
Movement  among  the  people  of  that  patriotic  but 
impoverished  area.  A  month  later  he  was  involved  in  a 
famous  incident  in  Hyde  Park.  At  a  left-wing  'Save 
Spain'  rally.  Unity  Mitford,  Mosley's  sister-in-law,  was 
threatened  by  the  mob  for  expressing  a  personal 
opinion  not  in  keeping  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
democratic  organisers.  John  and  Ned  observed  the 
disturbance  that  ensued  and  weighed  in  to  rescue  her. 
A  long  and  fierce  fight  followed  before  they  eventually 
escorted  her  to  safety. 

ON  THE  MARCH. 

The  future  Editor  of  COMRADE  was  also  present  at  the 
British  Union  Day  march  in  May  1937  from  Bethnal 
Green  to  Limehouse  (the  largest  ever  held  to  that  date) 
and  the  Kentish  Town  to  Trafalgar  Sqaure  march  in 
July.  So  many  Blackshirts  and  supporters  wore  present 
on  the  latter  occasion  that  the  police  requested  them 
to  morch  four  abreast  instead  of  the  usual  three  to 
shorten  the  over-long  column.  This  was  also  the 
occasion  when  OM  knocked  out  a  Red  attacker  with  a 
single  blow  before  speoking  to  an  audience  estimated 
by  The  Times  to  number  150,000  people. 

That  Summer  John  gained  another  black  eye  when  he 
and  three  other  Blackshirts  were  attacked  after  hearing 
Raven  Thomson  speak  in  Bermondsey.  The  incident 
brought  out  the  poet  in  the  streetfighter  when  he 


wrote: 


Glorious,  Victorious, 

A  couple  of  hundred  Reds  between  the  four  of  us. 

Glory  be  to  God  there  wosn  7  more  of  us. 

For  one  of  us  could  beat  the  bloody  lot. 

Why  not! 

This  time  John's  attacker  was  arrested. 

FIRST  MEETING  WITH  MOSLEY. 

Another  memorable  event  for  the  two  Blackshirt 
brothers  occurred  in  August  when  they  were  travelling 
down  to  the  Blackshirt  Summer  Camp  at  Selsey.  They 
stopped  for  lunch  at  the  Dolphin  and  Anchor  Hotel  in 
Chichester  and  noticed  OM  and  Francis  Hawkins 
dining  in  the  restaurant.  To  their  surprise  the  Leader 
recognised  them  and  called  them  over  for  a  chat.  It 
was  the  first  time  John  met  OM  personally  but  not  the 
last. 

The  final  great  march  of  1 937  took  place  through 
Bermondsey  in  October  and  John  was  present  wearing 
his  newly  awarded  Steel  Distinction  awarded  'as  a  sign 
of  the  Leader's  appreciation  and  devotion  to  the 
Cause'.  The  following  Spring  he  transferred  to  the 
Battersea  branch  where  he  met  his  future  wife  Joan  at 
the  Tyneham  Road  DHQ.  It  was  perhaps  more  highly 
cosmopolitan  than  most  BU  branches  with  a 
membership  that  included  former  Greenshirts, 
Anglo-Indians,  Gibraltarians  and  a  Jewish 
ex-Communist  named  Lew  Levisohn  who  later  became 
Manager  and  husband  of  the  famous  Black  honky-tonk 
pianist  Winifred  Attwell.  John  remembered:  'Lew  was 
obviously  Jewish  and  in  fact  made  jocular  reference  to 
his  ancestors.  He  nevertheless  took  part  in  many 
activities  and  marches  and  we  had  no  reason  to 
believe,  as  many  would,  that  'our  Lew'  was  one  of  the 
opposition's  'moles". 

In  1938  John  attended  the  second  big  Bermondsey 
march  in  May  and  in  the  Summer  was  active  in  the 
'Britain  First'  campaign  which  involved  20  Leader 
meetings  in  many  different  districts  of  London  and 
culminated  in  the  massive  'Mosley  for  Peace'  demo  in 
Lime  Grove,  Hammersmith,  in  October. 

PEACE  WITH  HONOUR. 

As  storm  clouds  gathered  the  following  year,  John 
intensified  his  effort  for  British  Union.  He  participated 
in  the  longest-ever  march  from  the  Embankment  to 
Ridley  Road  in  May  1939  at  which  he  remembered  the 
60  Honour  Standards  being  carried  for  the  first  time. 
This  was  the  procession  that  stretched  up 
Northumberland  Avenue,  around  three  side  of 


John  in  1936  as  Assistant  District  Leader  (Sales)  for 
Clapham  wearing  the  Action  Press  Uniform. 

Trafalgar  Square  and  far  up  St.  Martins  Lane  while  the 
rear  was  still  only  starting  off  at  the  Embankment. 
During  the  late  1 930s,  each  British  Union  march  was 
noticeably  larger  than  the  last  and  this  fact  was 
beginning  to  disturb  the  authorities. 

Shortly  after  the  May  Day  march  John  was  sacked  from 
his  job.  He  had  taken  a  day  off  work  to  attend  another 
of  the  Leader's  meetings  at  Manchester  Trade  Hall  but 
someone  with  a  political  axe  to  grind  blew  his  cover 
story  by  informing  his  employers.  One  of  the  greatest 
disappointments  of  John's  life  was  the  fact  that  he  was 
unable  to  attend  the  famous  Earls  Court  Peace  Rally  in 
July  1939:  the  largest  indoor  meeting  ever  held  in  the 
world.  He  had  already  joined  the  Army  and  was 
ordered  to  report  to  camp  the  day  before.  He  wrote  to 
his  Commanding  Officer  cheekily  asking  for  'leave' 
even  before  he  had  joined.  But  he  had  only  himself  to 
blame  having  volunteered  at  20  to  be  included  in  the 
j  first  draft  which  was  for  21 -year  olds. 

However,  as  some  consolation,  John  was  present  in 
military  uniform  in  October  1939  at  London's  Ridley 
Road  when  Mosley  spoke  for  peace  with  honour  amidst 
scenes  of  unprecedented  fervour  from  the  large 
number  of  people  present.  A  few  days  later  he  also 


attended  OM's  packed  meeting  at  the  Stoll  Theatre, 
Kingsway.  This  was  John's  last  physical  involvement 
with  British  Union.  Strangely,  no  members  of  Battersea 
branch  were  detained  under  Defence  Regulation  1 8B 
although  many  from  surrounding  districts  such  os 
Brixton  were  -  and  John's  future  wife  was  interviewed 
about  him  by  Special  Branch. 

Of  this  period  he  later  wrote:  'From  1940  on  it  was  my 
firm  view  that  Mosley  had  been  detained  not  because 
the  Government  really  doubted  his  loyalty  but  because 
his  policy  of  'Peace  with  Honour  and  British  Empire 
intact  and  our  People  safe'  was  beginning  to  gain 
widespread  support.' 

NYE  BEVAN  REVEALS  ALL. 

Further  evidence  to  confirm  his  view  came  when  John 
was  present  in  a  professional  capacity  at  a  Labour 
Party  Victory  Rally  at  the  Savoy  Hotel  in  1  945.  Aneurin 
Bevan,  the  Labour  leader,  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag 
after  a  few  drinks  when  he  said:  'If  we  hadn't  forced 
Churchill  to  imprison  Mosley  -  who  knows  what  he 
might  have  achieved?  He  was  getting  dangerous. 
People  were  beginning  to  listen  to  him  and  agree.  He 
might  have  forced  a  quick  end  to  the  war  and  become 
the  alternative  force  to  Capitalism.' 

After  the  war,  John  Warburton  was  among  the  first  to 
join  Union  Movement  and  continued  to  build  his 
photographic  record  of  events  associated  with  the 
Mosley  Movements.  He  served  on  many  UM 
Committees,  acted  as  driver  to  OM  ond  was  often 
summoned  to  Crowood  House,  Ramsbury,  and  later  to 
Ireland,  for  consultation  with  the  Leader. 

During  the  1970s,  John  joined  forces  with  Bernard 
Levin,  the  well-known  journalist,  to  successfully  combat 
control  by  extreme  Leftists  of  the  National  Union  of 
Journalists  of  which  they  were  both  members. 


FRIENDS  OF  MOSLEY. 

After  the  death  of  The  Great  Man,  a  small  group  of 
supporters  gathered  in  a  pub  in  Victoria  to  form  the 
Friends  of  Oswald  Mosley  (FOM).  Its  purpose  was  to 
complement  the  activities  of  Union  Movement  by 
maintaining  social  contact  with  veteren  members  and 
encouraging  new  research  into  Oswald  Mosley  and  the 
Movements  that  he  led.  John  was  one  of  this  group 
and  became  a  Council  Member  of  FOM.  Four  years 
later  he  began  the  joumol  COMRADE  which  published 
the  results  of  this  research  and  helped  further  in 
keeping  former  members  in  touch. 

Despite  failing  health  in  later  years,  he  continued  to 
assist  a  large  number  of  undergraduates,  authors, 
broadcasters  and  researchers  and  played  a  major  part 
in  the  academic  world's  more  balanced  appraisal  of 
OM  and  the  Blackshirt  Movement. 

Tribute  must  be  paid  to  John's  wife,  Joan.  She  gave 
her  complete  support  to  John's  activities  at  all  times 
and  was  o  stalwart  member  of  the  New  Party,  British 
Union  and  Union  Movement.  She  was  one  of  the  quiet 
helpers  without  who  no  Mosley  Movement  meeting, 
branch  or  publication  could  function.  As  OM  once 
said:  'Without  the  support  of  women  we  would  not 
have  achieved  one-quarter  of  what  we  have'. 

The  final  words  on  John  Warburton  should  also  be  the 
Leader's.  Many  years  ago  Mosley  was  discussing  him 
with  his  personal  secretary  and  gave  his  considered 
opinion:  'He  comes  from  the  finest  Yeoman  stock' 


Bo  low  left:  John  pauses  to  read  the  latest  issue  of 
Action  at  the  Blackshirt  Summer  Camp  at  Selsey  in 
August  1937.  Below:  Sixty  years  after  the  Selsey  Camp, 
John  returned  to  the  site  and  found  it  has  become  the 
largest  caravan  park  in  the  European  Union. 


Published  for  Friends  of  O.M.  by  Gordon  Beckwell. 
BCM  F.O.M.  London  WC1 N  3XX. 


OMRADE 


..end  UNION 


jirit  Lives... Tlie  Rest  Will  Follow’ 


SAYING  IT  AS  IT  IS 


MAY  2005 


AS  OF  RIGHT 


FLYING 


HIGH 


THE  DELUGE  DEFINED 

By  Adrian  Pearce 


In  the  run-up  to  admitting  ten  Eastern  European  !  negotiations  to  join  the 
countries  into  the  European  Union,  the  British  E.U.  This  predominantly 

Government  estimated  an  annual  influx  of  between  Muslim  country  of  70 

5,000  and  13,000  immigrants  seeking  work  in  the  United  million  with  95%  of  its 

Kingdom.  A  year  on  the  reality  can  be  exposed.  A  total  land  mass  in  Asia  enjoys  a 

of  90,000  people  registered  for  work  in  the  first  five  form  of  Islamic  Secularism 

months.  Such  was  the  rush  that  it  became  obvious  that  brought  about  by  the  father 

40.000  of  these  applicants  were  already  here,  working  of  the  nation,  Mustafa 

illegally  and  were  simply  regularising  their  status.  Kemal  Ataturk.  Today,  this 

Most  of  the  countries  j  75,000  a  year.  Will  these  revered  leader’s  concept  is 

within  the  E.U.  imposed  be  favoured  towards  the  kept  in  place  by  highly 

strict  conditions  of  entry  new  members  of  the  E.U.  trained  and  motivated 

that  would  help  spread  the  thus  keeping  down  entry  armed  forces,  numbering  in 

impact  of  absorbing  low  from  other  parts  of  the  excess  of  three  quarters  of 

G.D.P.  economies  into  world.  Sangatte  may  have  a  million,  more  than  the 

existing  prosperous  been  razed  to  the  ground  combined  forces  of  many 

nations.  Britain  allowed  but  aspiring  asylum  seekers  Western  European 

immediate  entry  to  all.  have  not  gone  away.  In  the  countries  including  Britain 

The  alibi  for  this  shadow  of  Calais  Town  anc*  France.  Opposed  by 

foolishness  was  the  so  Hall  and  all  along  the  the  majority  of  E.U. 

called  shortage  of  labour  in  adjacent  coast  illegals  wait,  members,  Turkey  has  been 

the  U.K.  “Hospitals  could  still  trying  to  enter  Britain  pleading  its  case  for  over 

not  function”.  “Who  was  to  by  lorry,  rail  and  boat.  Yet  forty  years.  Its  veneer  of 

service  agriculture”  etc.  more  pressure  is  coming  respectability  is  hardly 

The  simple  answer  to  these  from  Holland  where  a  long  sustained  once  you  look  at 

plaintive  government  cries  overdue  expulsion  policy  is  its  recent  history.  Within  a 

was  of  course  to  offer  a  underway.  Two  more  lifetime,  they  have  not 

decent  wage  and  reform  the  Eastern  European  nations,  been  adverse  to  hanging  a 

present  penal  (stealth)  tax  Romania  and  Bulgaria  are  Prime  Minister, 

system.  British  nurses  are  due  to  join  in  a  couple  of  Imprisonment  and  torture 

leaving  the  profession  in  years  time.  Some  real  are  commonplace.  In  1997 

droves,  why?  because  thought  needs  to  be  given  the  armed  forces 

terms  and  conditions  are  so  to  this  question.  intervened  to  crush  a 

poor.  Farmers  are  being  Coming  on  behind  is  the  radical  Islamic 

squeezed  mercilessly  by  big  one  waiting  in  the  Government,  in  order  to 

the  Supermarkets,  so  in  wings.  As  the  saying  goes  preserve  the  teachings  of 

turn,  must  employ  the  “You  ain’t  seen  nothing  Ataturk.  Strangely,  Turkish 

cheapest,  invariably  yet”  Imams  are  all  in  favour  of 

foreign  labour  around.  TURKISH  DELIGHT  joining  secular  Eurppe. 
This,  no  doubt  serves  the  World  Statesman  Blair  is  at  They  know  that  the  woolly 


If  ever  a  point  needs  to  be 
made  about  the  advantages 
of  European  unity  a  look  at 
the  new  840  sealer  Airbus 
A  380  provides  the  answer. 
A  joint  British,  French, 
German  and  Spanish 
collaboration,  it  has  already 
attracted  154  orders.  It 
starts  to  fly  commercially 
next  year. 

Costing  £150M  each,  over 
400  British  firms  had  a 
major  input  in  its  design 
together  with  the 
manufacture  of  its  wings, 
engines  and  landing  gear.  It 
will  underpin  over  60,000 
U.K.  jobs. 

Concorde,  another 

European  achievement 
could  never  make  a  profit. 
For  years  it  was  kept  in  the 
air  as  a  flag  waving  loss 
maker.  Plane  makers  have 
learnt  their  lesson. 

Britain  has  always  had  the 
capacity  for  innovation, 
this  potential  world-beater 
shows  how  much  more 
commercial  strength  can  be 
found  within  a  United 
States  of  Europe. 


states. 

For  centuries,  Europe  Has 
enjoyed  an  established 
regional  definition 

including  religion  and  race. 
Proposals  to  introduce 
Muslim  Turkey  into  the 
E.U.  will  have  the  potential 
to  destroy  this  free  thinking 
homogenous  society. 


government  well  in 
keeping  wages  at  a  low 
level.  Work  permits  are 
being  issued  at  the  rate  of 


it  again.  Thanks  largely  to 
his  prompting,  inevitably 
backed  by  the  Americans, 
Turkey  is  to  start 


western  attitude  towards 
Islam  can  be  the  big  chance 
to  cut  through  and  convert 
vast  swathes  of  member 


A  Christian  Europe  or 
Islamic  Europe  is  likely  to 
be  the  coming  question. 
Shiah  law  anyone? 


CUIY1KADL 
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COM  M  KMORATIQ.N 

On  the  Saturday  nearest  to  the 
leader's  birthday  Friends  of 
Musics  met  at  a  central  London 
venue  Hard  to  believe  that  this 
man.  whom  we  always  a-member 
so  full  of  youthful  energy  and 
vigour,  was  bom  108  years  ago. 
Martin  MaJoncy.  Ibrmerly  of  the 
Union  Movement  Directorate, 
gave  u  spirited  speech  on  the 
extreme  danger  of  bully-boy 
Bash's  mad  war  on  all  things 
non- American  In  whose  name 
docs  Blair  make  Britain  an 
accomplice  in  bringing  a  terrible 
death  to  so  many  children  of  Iraq, 
their  brothers,  sisters,  mothers, 
fathers  and  grandparents? 

The  evening  was  enlivened  by  a 
number  of  guests  new  to  our 
gatherings.  Many  salient  topics 
were  discussed 

The  dangers  of  snowballing 
immigration  were  pointed  out:  in 
10  years,  people  of  white  culture 
m  Birmingham  would  he  in  a 
minority  Would  London  he  far 
bchind7  Our  attention  was  drawn 
to  the  problem  of  having  a  large 
Islamic  base  in  Britain  where 
fundamentalist  terrorists  could 
hide  and  find  support 
Friends  of  Mosley  share  many  of 
their  fears  It  would  be  our 
democratic  choice  that  zero 
immigration  should  be  enforced 
without  exception  and 
opportunity  provided  for  those 
who  wish  to  return  to  good  jobs 
and  living  conditions  in  then- 
countries  of  ethnic  origin.  Mosley 
explained  how  these  better  living 
conditions  could  readily  he 
achieved  Rather  than  demonise 
men  and  women  of  colour,  he 
told  us  to  work  with  them  to 
dismantle  the  multiracial  myth 
and  achieve  a  noble  end  in  the 
common  interest  of  Black.  Brown 
and  White  alike  Why  make 
enemies  of  people  who  should  be 
helping  you  achieve  your  ends  ? 

It  was  firmly  pointed  out  to  the 
more  nationalistic  minds  that  any 
move  to  withdraw  from  Europe 
would  leave  Britain  completely 
dependent  for  survival  on  the 
global  economy  controlled  by 
international  financial  interests. 
Only  a  self-sufficient  I  Inited 
F.uropc  can  offer  our  people  true 
independence 

But  the  present  European  Union 
is  not  Mosley's  Europe,  certainly 
not  the  F.uropc  that  we  want 
Mosley  said  'have  a  common 
foreign  policy,  common  defence- 
policy.  common  economic  policy 
and  a  European  government 
elected  directly  by  the  people 
with  the  power  to  act  in  these 
areas  aiam  And  leave  the  rest  to 
the  regional  Governments 
So  different  countries  could 
decide  for  themselves  about 
abortion  law.  what  side  of  the 
road  to  drive  on  and  luiw  their 
beei  should  taste  depending  on 


JOHN  WARBURTON 

PI  IOTOGRAPI  LED  AS  A 
UNIFORMED  TKKNAGI- 
MEMBER  OF  Bttm.SII  UNION 
'ITXj  ETHER  WITH  A 
PICTURE  TAKEN  A  FEW 
MONTHS  PRIOR  TO  LIES 
DEATH. 

THANKS  TO  HIS  FORESIGHT 
COMRADE  WAS  FOUNDED 
IN  1986  AND  SOON  BECAME 
AND  CONTINUES  TO  HE,  A 
SOURCE  OF  DEEPE'i 
RESEARCHED  ARHa.ES  ON 
THE.  UPE  OF  SIR  OSW  ALD 
MOSLEY  .AND  ALL  HE 
STOOD  KIR 

their  different  cultural 
development. 

Instead,  the  present  Luropcan 
Union  turns  the  whole  idea  on  its 
head.  Llsing  an  urmy  of 
bureaucrats.  It  seeks  to 
standardise  and  make  uniform 
every  aspect  of  European  life  - 
right  down  to  the  maximum  angle 
of  bend  on  cucumbers.  But  on 


TRIBUTE  TO  JOHN  WARBURTON 
Above  all,  John  Warburton  was  a  gentleman. 

He  was  considerate  and  helpful  towards 
everyone  who  passed  his  way.  And  his  friends 
never  heard  him  say  an  unkind  word  about 
anybody  -  whatever  their  background. 

John  Warburton  was  a  political  activist. 
When  still  a  teenager  he  decided  that  war.  ^ 
poverty  and  the  decline  of  civilised  values  were, 
things  worth  fighting  against.  Seventy  years 
later  he  was  still  speaking  out  against  these 
things  to  anybody  who  would  listen. 

John  Warburton  was  a  gifted  photo- 
journalist.  His  pictures  captured  the  spirii  of 
the  age  he  lived  in.  None  more  than  his  classic 
wartime  photo,  taken  in  St  John’s  I  fill  where  lie 
lived,  of  a  seriously  injured  young  woman 
being  passed  over  the  heads  of  a  crow  d  from  the 
smoking  remains  of  a  trolley  bus  hit  by  a  bomb. 


really  important  issues  like  the 
war  on  the  Iraqi  people,  where 
vve  should  present  a  unified  front. 
Blair  stands  apart  from  other 
European  leaders  and  ullics 
himself  to  George  Bush  the 
weirdest  and  most  worrying  U  S 
President  in  living  memory 
Food  for  thought  for  those 
hearing  Mosley's  policy  for  the 
first  time. 

A  eulogy  was  also  read  to  our  old 
comrade.  John  Warburton, 
founder  member  of  both  FOM 
and  COMRADE,  who  died  Iasi 
August  Ills  friendship  we  will 
always  value  and  his  advice  is 
already  sorely  missed. 

As  I  headed  homewards  along  the 
late  night  London  streets  pushing 
past  the  drug  traffickers, 
cosmopolitan  beggars  and 
teenage  binge  drinkers.  I  thought: 
’If  only  Mosley  were  alive  and 
twenty  five  today,  it  would  be 
another  story . 

Gordon  Keek  well 


John  Warburton  was  a  devoted  husband. 

Although  not  blessed  with  children,  he  and  his 
wife  Joan  found  perfect  happiness  in  each 
other's  company  for  over  half  a  century.  Those 
who  knew  John  and  Joan  could  never  imagine  a 
cross  word  passing  between  them. 

John  Warburton  was  an  unrepentant  heavy 
smoker.  1  le  got  through  60  cigarettes  a  day  for 
almost  70  years  and  paid  no  heed  to  friends 
who  advised  moderation.  But  he  did  give  up  10 
days  before  he  died.  His  friends  can  hear  him 
now  saying:  ‘See  what  happens  when  you  stop 
smoking!’ 

John  Warburton  sought  to  change  Britain  in 
a  way  he  believed  would  be  benign.  Along  the 
way.  he  achieved  what  all  men  and  women 
strive  for. 

lie  left  his  mark  upon  the  world. 
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FULL  CIRCLE 

Cotswold  Country  is  always  worth  exploration. 

Large  tracts  of  stonewall  or  hedgerow  edged  fields 

remain,  often  sandwiched  between  ubiquitous  M  or 

A  roads,  sometimes  with  the  ‘bonus’  of  living 

grazing  cattle.  All  topped  out  by  time-warped 

villages.  The  sense  of  true  middle  England  is 

palpable.  West  of  Oxford,  the  village  of  Swinbrook 

seems  to  have  changed  little  over  the  centuries.  The 

village  store  may  have  closed  but  the  long  serving 

Swan  Inn  still  welcomes.  In  the  parish  church  of  St. 

Mary,  the  Fettiplace  family  are  commemorated  in 

stone  and  brass.  In  the  twentieth  century  the 

Redesdale  family  left  their  mark.  Thanks  to  the 

distinguished  author  Mary  S.  Lovell,  we  have 

detailed  recall  of  the  Mitford  family.  Lord 

Redesdale  donating  pews  thanks  to  “a  good  win  on 

the  Grand  National”.  Lady  Redesdale  giving  18l,: 

centurv  chandeliers  redundant  from  the  familv 
•  ^ 

ballroom  at  Asthall  Manor.  Timing  the  vicars 

sermon  by  stop-watch.  The  disinclination  to  educate 

any  of  the  girls.  A  cycle  of  traditional  country 

living:  hunting,  fishing,  weekend  house  parties, 

doing  the  London  Season.  Long  before  the  novels 

of  Nancy,  the  family  became  well  known.  Just  the 

names  Decca,  Unity.  Diana  evoked  diverse  reaction. 

Today  the  village  and  particularly  the  12th  Century 

church  resonate  to  the  family.  A  memorial  to  Tom. 

the  only  son.  tragically  killed  in  the  closing  stages 

of  the  war.  In  a  line,  just  west  of  the  porch,  the 

graves  of  Nancy  and  Unity.  Recently  erected  in 

fresh  hewn  Cotswold  stone  the  simple  inscription 

DIANA  MOSLEY  NEE  MITFORD  1910  2003. 

Life  travails  for  Diana  are  over.  It  was  her  wish  to 

return  for  burial  at  Swinbrook.  The  story  of  an 

enduring  love  without  qualification  comes  full 

circle. 


JOHN  WARBURTON 
A.K.A 

JOHN  CHRISTIAN 

Although  gravely  ill  we  were 
astonisbed  to  sec  John  quietly 
sealed  in  Swinbrook  churchyard 
awaiting  the  funeral  of  Lady 
Mosley  This  man  who  had 
hardly  left  his  Hat  in  months,  was 
determined  to  pay  his  last 
respects  in  person  to  a  lady  be 
revered  Travelling  by  public 
transport  entailing  many  changes 
he  illustrated  steely  determination 
and  grit  of  a  true  blackshirt,  an 
example  to  us  all.  During  his 
remaining  months  he  often 
recalled  his  ’day  out"  AX'. 

At  one  of  Mosley’s  packed  out 
Northern  meetings  at  the  Free 
Trade  Hall.  Manchester,  a 
collection  was  taking  place  with 
boxes  being  passed  along  the 


rows.  All  went  well  until  a  large 
group  of  students  refused  to  give 
up  the  well-filled  box.  They 
passed  it  forward  and  back 
offered  it  to  me  and  snatched  it 
back.  Seeing  my  difficulty  John 
ran  forward  und  admonished  the 
whole  group  for  such  childish 
behaviour  Why  had  they 
bothered  to  come  and  listen  to 
hard  political  facts  of  life,  then  let 
themselves  down.  John's  forceful 
and  passionate  words  did  the 
trick  Skylarking  was  over,  the 
box  was  meekly  handed  back  I 
continued  my  collecting  duties 
without  further  incident  F.E. 

I  first  met  John  Warburton  in  the 
early  1980s  when  I  began  to 
become  interested  in  the  history 
of  the  Mosley  movements  I 
went  along  to  his  flat  to  interview 
him  and  before  long  he  was 
showing  me  some  photographs 
that  he  had  taken  in  the  lav 


1930s 

One  of  the  photos  showed  a  local 
Blackshirt  march  held  by  the 
Clapham  branch  m  London  for 
which  John  was  Assistant  District 
t.cadcr.  I  couldn’t  help  but  notice 
that  one  of  the  marchers  was  of 
unmistakcably  Jewish 

appearance.  No  doubt  about  it 
Not  know  ing  John  at  that  stage.  I 
didn't  know  how  he  would  react 
-  but  my  curiosity  got  the  better 
of  me  and  I  plucked  up  courage 
to  ask  the  question 
*Er.  John.'  I  said  hesitantly.  "This 
guy  here  on  the  march.  He,  cr. 
looks  Jewish" 

John  took  a  look  and  smiled.  ’Ah. 
that  was  lew-  he  replied,  ‘l  evs 
l.cvisoimn.  lie  later  became  the 
Managet  of  Winifred  Atwell,  the 
black  honky-tonk  pianist  who 
became  famous  after  the  war  In 
fact  Ijcw  eventually  married  her 


I  persisted  with  my  line  ol 
enquiry.  'But  cr.  wasn't  there  a 
problem  bearing  in  mind  you 
were  involved  in  a  big  argument 
with  Jews  at  the  time?' 

‘Not  at  all  Lew  supported  our 
policies,  so  it  was  natural  he 
should  be  a  member  and  come 
along  on  the  marches.  I  suppose 
some  people  might  be  a  bit 
suspicious,  specially  as  he'd  been 
an  active  member  of  the 
Communist  Party  before  he 
joined  us.  Some  might  have 
thought  he  was  a  mole.  But 
nobody  look  much  notice  of  him 
being  Jewish,  really .' 

And  then  he  added  with  a  laugh 
‘But  we  used  to  pull  his  leg  about 
the  situation  a  bit  sometimes' 

I  could  see  that  my  research  into 
British  Union  was  going  to  he 
more  complex  than  I  at  first 
imagined 


(Jordon  Beckwell 


COM  RAI)I 


M  A  V  21(05 


PRISONER  2202  WRITES  HOME 


On  the  afternoon  of  The  23rd  May  1940,  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  was  arrested  as  he  arrived  at  his  lx>ndon  home  in  Dolphin 
Square.  Caught  under  Regulation  I8B  he  was  immediately  transported  to  Brixton  Prison.  In  the  weeks  prior  to  the  detention 
of  his  wife  Diana,  communication  between  the  couple  was  by  prison  visits  and  correspondence  both  administered  under  strict 
remand  prisoner  conditions.  Among  the  recent  release  of  documents  by  the  National  Archive  has  emerged  copies  of  letter  senl 
by  Sir  Oswald  to  his  wife  during  that  six  week  period. 

Fora  long  time  M15/Special  Branch  had  had  Mosley  under  intense  surveillance,  which  included  placing  ‘moles'  within  British 
(Jnion,  planting  listening  devices  and  intercepting  mail.  After  Sir  Oswald’s  arrest  every  letter  sent  from  his  cell  was 
laboriously  copied  by  hand,  no  photocopy  machines  in  those  days!  This  often  caused  anything  up  to  thirty-six  hours  delay  as 
Special  Branch  Officers  bravely  struggled  with  Sir  Oswald’s  notoriously  impenetrable  handwriting.  The  surviving  copies  of 
this  correspondence  gives  a  rare  insight  into  the  first  weeks  of  imprisonment  that  was  to  eitend  to  three  and  a  half  years 
without  charge  or  trial. 

Numerous  bouse  fires  had  dogged  the  lives  of  the  Mosley  family  so  it  is  doubtful  if  the  originals  still  survive.  As  with  the 
hundred  and  seven  page  file  on  Mosley’s  First  World  War  record  this  newly  released  material  helps  shed  light  on  a  patriots 
thinking  at  a  crucial  time  in  the  history  of  the  Nation.  Hie  complete  file  is  listed  under  KV2/884. 

The  following  are  selected  extracts. 
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AN  EXAMPIJi  OF  AN  Ml 5  OFFICERS  COPY  WRITING  OF  SIR  OSWAi-DS  INTERCEFrED  LETTERS 
PRK  )R  TO  THU  ORIGINAL  BEING  SENT  ON  ’IT)  LADY  MOSLEY.  IT  IS  EXTREMELY  DOl IBTPUL  IF 
ANY OF T1  IF.  < IRIGINAIS SURVIVE 
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THE  GRIM  ENTRANCE  TO 
BRIXTON  PRISON  WHERE 
THESE  LETTERS  WERE 
PENNED. 


My  Darling  Percher. 

Will  you  ask  my  secretary  or  anyone  else  available 
to  do  some  preliminary  work  for  me  on  the  files  of 
my  writings  and  speeches,  the  object  is  to  establish 
inter  alia 

a)  we  have  no  foreign  models  and  are  a  purely 
British  organisation  -  for  this  purpose  all  quotes 
early  and  late  on  the  lines  of  my  forward  of 
'Tomorrow  We  Live'  would  be  useful. 

b)  [we]  quite  establish  the  British  [nature]  and 
loyalty  -  whether  of  our  movement  'Early  and  Late' 

3)  That  we  are  a  National  interest  movement.  All 
quotes  concerning  the  different  sections  of  the 
Labour  Party  in  this  respect. 

4)  My  demands  before  and  since  the  war  that 
Britain  should  be  properly  armed  in  case  it  will  ever 
be  attached  my  demands  of  the  parlies  now  or 
forever  their  neglect  of  our  defences. 

5)  My  instruction  at  beginning  of  war  and 
instructions  since  to  all  our  members  to  obey  orders 
and  do  their  dutv  to  the  services. 


My  Darling  Percher. 

Many  thanks  for  letter  re  premises  whose  rent  I 
guaranteed  -  I  think  the  companies  would  do  well 
to  take  the  £250  p.a.  offer  or  a  monthly  tenancy, 
even  if  the  shop  was  not  used  at  present.  This  offer 
should  be  put  in  writing  and  brought  to  the 
Directors,  otherwise  if  they  are  on  the  premises 
after  quarter  day.  I  might  gel  landed  for  another  two 
years  guarantee  that  monthly  tenancy  at  £250  p.a. 
should  be  satisfactory  and  the  rest  of  the  files 
released  would  go  to  the  loaned  house. 

Re:  Action  -  I  would  advise  in  the  circumstances 
neither  it  nor  ‘Newsletter’  is  brought  out  and 
everyone  informed  it  is  at  present  impossible  -  the 
name  should  be  kept  alive  -  re  defendants  Lund  -  I 
would  suggest  a  committee  of  Mrs  Hathy  Jackson 
Mrs  Larrby  (who  I  understand  has  given  or  will 
give  £100).  And  the  accountant  -  von  should  not  be 
on  this  committee  it  seems  to  me  that  in  present 
circumstances  our  II.Q.  can  do  nothing  except  filing 
newspaper  cuttings  etc.  and  should  confine 
themselves  to  that  work  for  future  use. 
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My  Darling. 

It  is  so  sad  never  to  have  more  time  to  discuss 
anything  but  business  when  I  see  you  and  not  even 
time  to  do  that  properly  -  you  are  such  a  (adorable) 
Percher  and  have  been  so  splendid  in  all  these 
troubles  -  I  hope  the  solicitors  R.D  &Co.  will  come 
to  see  me  if  they  are  accepting  a  watching  brief  in 
that  case  as  they  should  know  what  to  say.  If  they 
have  not  time  my  instructions  to  everyone  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war  to  obey  the  law  in  everyway 
and  do  nothing  to  injure  the  country  in  any  way 
should  suffice.  Although  many  subsequent 
statements  to  the  same  effect.  I  hope  you  got  my 
letter  asking  [my]  secretary-  to  begin  preliminary 
work  finding  quotes  I  should  want  for  my  appeal. 
Will  you  please  send  Michael  a  wire  from  me  for 
his  birthday  tomorrow  the  25th  June  late!  All  this  is 
written  with  [a]  new  pen  much  better  -  so  many 
thanks  -  also  for  the  lovely  ‘blow-out’  which  was 
much  appreciated.  Have  thought  much  where 
should  'K'  his  Darling  Percher  and  his  [children, 
go]  when  they  take  Denham  away  as  well  as  its 
Daddy.  On  the  whole  I  think  the  London  flat  would 
be  the  best  place  at  present.  I  really  do  not  think  the 
centre  of  a  big  city  is  any  worse  than  the  open 
country.  Possibly  better!  While  in  everyway  it 
would  be  more  convenient  for  you.  But  you  must 
promise  to  go  down  to  the  shelter  if  it  really  starts 
up.  Some  old  fashioned  English  gentleman  would 
love  any  shadow  of  excuse  to  just  w  alk  in. 

I  do  not  think  Miss  Francis  need  go  to  Scotland 
now.  We  might  readjust  Micky’s  holiday  -  dividing 
them  into  two  parts.  Anyway  it  does  not  matter  for 
the  moment 

Will  you  please  post  me  an  extra  pound  note  before 
the  end  of  the  week  as  the  gay  nightlife  in  this 
sporting  establishment  really  cleaned  me  out  last 
week  before  I  got  my  allowance  -  such 
extravagance!  Blessed  Percher.  I  gave  you  so  many 
tiresome  things  to  do.  You  are  so  good  and  so  much 
loved  and  admired  for  being  so  kind  and  competent. 
All  Love  K. 


LADY  DIANA  MOSLEY 
RECIPIENT  OF  THESE 
LETTERS. 


SIR  OSWALD  DURING 

incarceration 


OFFICIAL  STAMP  OF  THE  HEAD  POST  MASTER  UXBRIDGE 
WHERE  IT  IS  PRESUMED  THE  LETTERS  BOUND  FOR 
NEARBY  DENI  1AM  WERE  INTERCEPTED  FOR  SCRUTINY 
AND  COPYING. 
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EXASPERATION  EXPRESSED  BY  THU  Ml  5  OFFICER 
STRUGGLING  TO  UNDERSTAND  SIR  OSWALD’S  WRITING 


V  odoablrdfi  mon  letters  nan  natttea  together  moth  nfibet.  fsotheag  farthrr  hat  to 
far  emerged  n  ongnat  or  cafrj  farm 

Stit.  W  refers  to  ' Kit ’  the  mum  Duma  Matin  often  taUed  her  hatband,  bnxkrlt 
an  intrrpntationi  of  imiiiUnct  north. 
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SIGNS  OF  THE  TIMES 


MOSLEY’S 
MEN  IN  BLACK 


is  thai  no  official  commemorative 
badge  was  issued  in  recognition 
of  the  many  members  and 
supporters  that  suffered  loss  of 
liberty  and  deprivation  under  the 
draconian  law  ISM 
Post-war  Union  Movement 
awards  were  thin  in  number,  but 
the  few  officially  issued  arc 
illustrated. 

Another  area  of  considerable 
interest  today  are  'collectables'. 
A  good  cross  section  of  these  arc 
included  from  Dc  I-a  Rue  playing 
cards  to  Royal  Staffordshire 
china  by  way  of  a  brass 
emblematic  fireside  companion 


With  over  200  pictures,  many 
in  colour  this  136  page 
hardback  will  undoubtedly 
remain  the  definitive  work  on 
the  subject. 

Gregory  Maitland 


Mosley’s  Men  in  Black 

By  John  Millican 
Brockingday 
ISBN:  0-05 1 5253-2-8 
£30.00 


The  word  Blackshirt  has  been 
synonymous  with  the  Mosley 
movement  since  its  founding  in 
1932.  In  that  time  very  little  has 
been  written  about  the  ranking 
structure  of  the  organisation  as 
reflected  in  its  uniforms,  banners 
and  awards. 

At  last  a  detailed  study  has  been 
published.  Mosley’s  Men  in 
Black  has  a  background  of  thirty 
years  authoritative,  some  might 
say  obsessive  research  1  hanks  to 
the  long-term  project  an 
enormous  amount  of  detail  has 
been  garnered,  anyone  attempting 
such  an  exercise  in  more  recent 
times  could  not  hope  to  obtain 
the  detail  that  abounds  in  this 
book. 

Its  author.  John  Millican.  took  live 
firsl  practical  steps  by  tracing  and 
meeting  the  survivors  who  had 
joined  Mosley  in  his  crusade 
Much  valuable  information  was 
gathered.  I  ibrarics.  museums, 
private  collections  together  with 
exJtaustivc  scanning  of 
newspapers  followed 

Assembling  these  disparate 
sources  into  a  coherent  whole- 
proved  a  mammoth  undertaking 
Context  was  recognised  as  all 
important,  something,  similat 
publications  recording  foreign 
decorations  often  fail  to  do 


Historical  detail  in  words  and 
pictures  give  enormous  weight 
and  meaning  to  the  motivation 
for  design. 

Chapters  are  nearly  always  sub¬ 
divided.  For  instance,  uniforms 
have  no  less  than  seven  furtlicr 
headings.  All  this  covering  a 
period  of  just  over  four  years.  We 
learn  about  the  Fascist  I  !nion  of 
British  Workers,  a  fledgling. 
Khaki  shirtcd.  black  tied,  grey 
trousered  group  that  by  February 
1933  had  become  the  British 
Union  industrial  arm.  Its 
distinctive  metal  lapel  hadge  and 
embroided  cloth  emblem  are 
illustrated  in  colour  Much 
original  information  is  given  on 
banners,  brassards  and  badges 
We  learn  the  founding  gold 
colouring  fasces  emblem  had 
very  early  in  1935  been 
superseded  by  the  well-known 
flash  and  circle. 

One  of  tlie  most  arresting 
chapters  is  headed  ‘Distinctions' 
With  the  banning  of  uniforms  at 
the  end  of  1936.  it  was 
announced  in  lunc  1937  that  four 
classes  of  badge  would  he 
awarded  on  merit:  gold,  bron/c. 
steel  and  white  metal.  These  are 
illustrated,  together,  with  the 
certificates  that  went  with  them 
( Inc  extraordinary  fact  to  emerge 


MOSI 


Uniforms,  flags  and  insignia  of  the  British  Union  of 
Fascists  1932-1940  and  Union  Movement. 


Order  your  copy  NOW 

Send  a  sterling  cheque  or  postal  order  for  £30.00 
(£35.00  for  overseas  airmail)  to: 
Brockingdav 

27  (  )ld  Gloucester  Street 
London 
WC1N  3XX 
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In  a  phoney  world  of  well  being,  engineered  by  free  use  of  the  plastic,  cheapened  television,  throw-away  lottery 
money  to  hold  restive  sections  of  the  populous  in  check,  quangos  numbered  in  the  hundreds  the  inescapable  fact  is 
that  this  country  is  sinking  ...  now  read  on  By  Peter  Kennedy 

THE  LAST  BATTLE  FOR  BRITAIN 


The  Duich.  a  famous  sea-faring 
nation  in  Ihc  past.  Arc  taking  to 
the  oceans  and  skies.  Motivation? 
To  escape  the  hcll-holc  of  their 
"multi-cultural"  homeland 
“Dutch  desert  their  changing 
country”,  ran  a  Daily  Telegraph 
headline  For  which  read 

“Changing  Holland  deserts  the 
Dutch." 

The  Netherlands  ran  the  report, 
“have  been  transformed  in  barely 
30  years  from  a  tight-knit 

Christian  society  into  a 

polycthnic  state,  with  three 

million  people  of  immigrant 
background." 

The  Telegraph  showed  a  bit  of 
Dutch  courage  in  printing  the 
story,  but  from  its  pitch  Holland 
might  be  a  far-away  country 
remote  from  the  British 
experience.  No  editorial 
exploration  of  an  issue  with 
topical  resonance  for  Britain,  and 
not  a  single  columnist  venturing 
as  much  as  a  toe  in  the  choppy 
waters. 

When  former  German  socialist 
Chancellor  Helmut  Schmidt 
remarked  that  multi-culturalism 
is  a  mistake  and  cannot  work 
except  under  an  authoritarian 
regime,  his  theme  got  the  same 
treatment 

In  fact  Mr  Schmidt  errs  only  in 
his  conclusion.  Multi-culturalism 
-  or  multi-racialism  in  the  cant- 
frcc  pre-PC  term  does  not  and 
cannot  work  in  any  political 
system.  If  totalitarian  rule  made 
lor  multi-cultural  success,  then  it 
would  have  succeeded  in  Britain. 
For  if  one  characteristic  can  be 
ascribed  to  the  Blair  regime, 
aside  from  endemic  lying  and 
corruption,  it  is  that  in  the  matter 
of  “multi-culturalism"  and 
“rainbow"  ethnic  engineering. 
Blair  rule  has  the  instincts  and 
stamp  of  totalitarianism. 

SOC1AI.  ENGINEERING 
Totalitarianian  regimes 

sometimes  claimed  to  represent 
the  popular  will.  But  the  Blair 
cabal  is  imposing  on  Britain  a 
cultural,  social  and  genetic 
deconstruction  to  which  the  great 
majority  of  its  indigenous 
population  is  strongly  opposed. 
And  in  the  simmering,  angry 
urban  centres,  bitterly  resented. 
The  people  were  never  asked  if 
they  wanted  to  overturn  I.O(M) 
years  of  homogenous  nationhood, 
und  die  multi-racialist 
"alternative"  was  never  put  to  the 
vote.  Our  opinions  when  not 
suppressed  or  abused,  arc 
summarily  disregarded  by  the 
major  panics  and  a  contemptuous 
liberal  Establishment.  So  wc  arc 


told  what  wc  arc  allowed  to 
believe.  That  which  is  imposed 
must  be  “  celebrated"  and  when 
not  celebrated,  endured.  Such  is 
totalitarian  "liberal  democracy." 
The  Telegraph  described  Dutch 
multi-culturalism  as  a  failed 
“experiment.”  But  third  world 
immigration  was  no  experiment! 
Experiments  proper  are  restricted 
in  their  application  and  tentative 
in  their  expectations,  exercises  in 
applied  learning,  conducted  in  a 
spirit  of  enquiry  and  in 
circumstances  where  the 
consequences  of  failure  are 
limited  and  erroneous  hypotheses 
rejected. 

The  visitation  of  multi- 
culrurahsm  on  ancient  European 
nations  has  stood  all  these 
qualification  and  disciplines  on 
their  head.  It  is  as  if  lighted 
matches  and  combustible 
material  were  tossed  into  a  settled 
and  harmonious  household  in  the 
name  of  an  “experimenl"  in 
progressive  domestic  healing. 

Mass  third  world  immigration 
began  as  a  mixture  of  short- 
termism.  sentimentality,  and 
drift.  Once  into  its  stride  it  has 
been  propagated  and  enforced  by 
political  cowardice.  feeble¬ 
mindedness.  deception  and  the 
most  malign  and  destructive 
force  in  our  history 
Like  the  Netherlands  —  with  a 
similar  history  of  political 
establishment  enforcement 
Britain  has  been  transformed  to 
the  point  where  in  major  cities, 
whiles  arc  or  will  soon  be  in  the 
minority,  and  an  increasingly 
bullied  and  cowed  indigenous 
Anglo- Saxon-Ccltic  peoples  and 
culture  hardly  dare  speak  their 
name. 

RE\PIM.  THE  REWARDS 

And  so  when  a  survey  shows  that 
more  than  one  in  two  Britons 
want  to  settle  abroad  -  “they  do 
not  like  what  has  happened  to 
their  country"-  the  “ethnic"  factor 
is  wiped  clean  from  the  public 
slate  of  contributory  causes. 

Other  explanations  are  obvious. 
Britain  is  now  the  most 
criminally  violent  nation  in  the 
western  world  -  gun  crime  and 
mugging  a  distinct  "ethnic" 
contribution  The  police,  once  an 
object  of  public  confidence,  arc 
now  widely  viewed  — 
notwithstanding  the  dedication  of 
many  frustrated  officers  as 
lacking  even  the  will  to  enforce 
the  law.  and  have  become  instead 
the  zealous  enforcers  of  Blair- 
directed  Political  Correctness 
One  in  five  of  our  people  is 
reported  to  be  illiterate,  bullying 


rife  in  schools  and  workplaces, 
the  NHS  carries  a  permanent 
sick-note,  the  transport  system 
sub-standard  and  in  the  ease  of 
rail,  hobbled  by  incompetence 
and  political  mismanagement. 
Family  life  is  disintegrating.  We 
may  not  win  many  sporting 
golds’,  but  line  us  up  for 
divorce,  drug  abuse,  under-age 
pregnancies.  binge-drinking, 
abortions,  single  mothers  and 
feckless  unmarried  fathers,  and 
we  out-perform  the  world. 
Meantime  the  British  work  the 
longest  Imurs  in  Europe  while  our 
manufacturing  based  continues  to 
shrink.  Jobs  and  technology  are 
shipped  out  to  cheap  labour 
countries,  part  of  the  New  World 
Order  served  by  Blair  and  his 
cronies,  and  cheered  on  by 
Howard.  Kennedy  and  the 
controlled  Press. 

BOOLS  PHILOSOPHY 
Obvious  but  less  quantifiable  are 
those  socially  corrosive, 
coarsening  and  brutalising 
features  of  modem  British  life,  of 
which  as  the  broadcaster  John 
Humphrys  says,  television  — 
another  Blairite  domain  -  is  a 
major  cause. 

All  these  factors  are  the 
consequence  of  decades  of  Old 
Gang  rule  and  philosophies 
entrenched  at  even  level  of  the 
stale.  This  is  their  Britain,  their 
creation  What  went  round  has 
come  around. 

But  mass  third  world 
immigration  and  the  ensuing 
white-flight?  Air-brushed  by  the 
political  Establishment  and 
controlled  media!.  After  all  it  is 
hard  to  reconcile  the  endlessly 
proclaimed  joys  of  “ethnic 
diversity",  “cultural  enrichment" 
and  "vibrant  communities"  with 
the  contradictory  evidence  and 
the  fact  that  "half  the  white 
population  wants  to  leave, 

And  here  we  conic  to  another 
truth  about  multi-culti.  If  such  a 
I  blessing,  why  is  so  much  time, 
money,  censorship,  deceit  and 
legislation  spent  on  enforcing  it? 
And  why  arc  while  people  not 
migrating  from  boring  old 
Caucasian  outposts  and  flocking 
to  beacons  of  well  ordered 
civilisation  such  as  Bradford. 

|  Brent  or  Balsall  Heath? 

None  of  this  troubles  Ihc  fawning 
I  Old  Party  politicians  or 
Establishmcni  responsible  for  the 
greatest  disaster  to  overcome  this 
nation  Quite  the  reverse.  Ihcy 
rejoice  in  the  transformation  of 
Britain,  eager  to  give  it  another 
downward  shove,  and  so  the 
brainwashing  and  manipulation 


continues. 

For  the  political  establishment 
there  arc  "ethnic"  voters  to  be 
flattered,  courted  and  bribed  - 
this  last  desperate  throw  of 
played-out  Conservatism  -  and 
for  the  post-Marxists  and  left- 
liberals,  the  fulfilling  of 
subversive  dreams.  No  Red  Flag0 
Pity,  but  fewer  white  facts, 
better!  And  what  counts  the 
failure  to  abolish  private  property 
when  set  against  the  abolition  of 
Britain  itself? 

And  now  for  the  firsi  time  in 
peace,  the  agencies  and 
functionaries  of  the  Stale  at  every 
level  are  deployed  in  the  interest 
of  the  globalist/multi-culti  nexus 
and  against  the  national  and 
genetic  interests  of  Britain  and 
the  British  people 

WL  TRIED  Of  RBF.ST 
When  Union  Movement  made 
significant  advances  in  the  early 
sixties,  the  word  went  out  to 
“Stop  Mosley!”  The  bun  on 
public  meetings  was  tightened, 
and  organised  Communist  and 
Jewish  thuggery  was  underpinned 
by  Government,  police,  and 
media.  Mosley  called  it  “The 
Stink  State.”  and  40  years  later 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a 
totalitarian  Stink  Stale  in  an  even 
more  advanced  condition  of 
corruption  is  working  to  dose 
down  the  BNP. 

Having  politicised  the  Civil 
Service,  the  cronie-promoting 
Blair  has  moved 
into  the  judiciary.  The  dirtv-tricks 
services  are  now  political 
partisans,  while  the  higher 
echelons  of  the  police  are 
unabashed  zealous  political 
catspaws  -  in  a  word  corrupt  The 
globalist  supporting  -  and  largely 
globalist-owned  -  mass  media  of 
course,  is  completely  "on  side" 
This  year  if  the  60,k  anniversary 
of  the  end  of  the  World  War.  and 
those  dismantling  the  Britain  they 
hate  will  deliver  unctuous 
platitudes  about  those  who  fought 
and  died  believing  they  were 
saving  the  country  they  loved. 

Looking  around  the  Britain  of 
2005,  veterans  may  well  ask  “Is 
h  for  this  that  we  fought  and 
suffered?"  Now  the  Enemy  is 
not  at  the  gale,  but  within, 
controlling  the  levers  of  Stale, 
and  sabotaging  much  we  hold 
dear. 

We  are  in  a  new  and  final 
Battle  of  Britain,  in  effect 
a  civiJ  war.  And  if  we 
lose.  Britain  is  lost 
forever. 
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‘BRAVEHEARTS  IN  BLACKSHIRTS" 

By  John  Anderson 


The  British  Union  in  Scotland  Part  II 

Todav,  whrn  reading  books  on  (he  history  of  British  I  n  ion  one  could  be  forgiven  for  thinking  that  the 
Blackshirts  had  been  an  delusively  English  Movement  concentrated  predominate!)  in  the  East  End  of 
l.ondon.  However,  from  its  vers  beginning  the  Movement  had  branches  that  covered  the  entire  United 
Kingdom  with  Scotland  providing  Sir  Osw  ald  Mosley  w  ith  many  of  his  most  loyal  and  active  members. 

Bl  POLICE 

With  the  snows  of  winter  still  covering  the  Highlands  the  Chief 
Officer  for  Scotland.  James  Little  continued  to  hold  numerous 
engagements  throughout  the  towns  and  villages  located  close  lo  the 
English  border.  In  January,  at  Kirkculbright  Town  Hall,  he  outlined 
British  Union  Policy  on  Scotland  that  covered  every  aspect  of  life  in 
(he  country  and  included  the  following: 

Mining  -  with  British  exports  of  coal  falling  by  50%  between  1930  - 
1934  the  experiment  in  producing  oil  from  coal  would  have  secured 
the  Scottish  mining  industry  and  elevate  Britain's  reliance  on  foreign 
oil  imports. 

Fishing  -  British  Union  policy  of  protecting  Britain's  resources  for 
the  home  market  would  have  seen  foreign  fishing  fleets  banned  from 
her  territorial  waters  and  thus  increase  the  demand  for  Scottish 
fishermen  to  supply  the  nation,  and 

Farming  -  for  Britain's  farmers  to  have  exclusive  right  to  the  home 
market  and  to  only  permit  the  import  of  foreign  goods  when  these 
items  were  unavailable  from  local  producers. 

It  was  shameful  that  during  the  1930s  Scotland  imported  more 
goods  than  it  produced  itself.  Thus  was  horn  (he  policy  of  - 
‘Britain  First.  Empire  Second  and  Foreign  Nations  Third*.  This 
policy,  if  adopted,  could  have  been  the  saviour  of  many  Scottish 
communities  and  industries. 


1935 

SCOTLAND’S 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
REORGANISATION 
January  1935  also  saw  a  major 
change  in  the  Movement's 
structure.  In  an  effort  to 
recognise  the  dedication  and 
conspicuous  service  shown  by 
the  uniformed  members  the 
Leader  announced  'The  Next 
Stage  in  Fascism’.  This  would 
see  the  Movement  divided  into  a 
separate  Political  and  Blackshirt 
Organisation  with  OM  as  Leader 
of  both.  The  Blackshirt  uniform 
would  now  be  reserved  for  those 
members  who  could  -  Give  a 
minimum  of  two  evening  a  week 
in  the  work  of  the  Movement  and 
also  operaie  in  a  definite  unit. 
Branches  were  to  become  a  place 
of  work  and  not  to  be  used  as 
social  clubs.  While  finally. 
National  Headquarters  Inspectors 
would  replace  the  Area 
Administration  system. 


IAN  HOPE  DUNDAS. 


In  February,  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  changes  required  the 
Chief  of  Staff.  Ian  Hope  Dundas 
toured  the  Scottish  branches  His 
subsequent  report  listed  a  number 
of  modifications  on  how  the  BU 
in  Scotland  should  operate.  His 
recommendations  included  the 
following: 

■  Scottish  Area  Headquarters 
to  be  moved  from  Dalbeattie 
to  Edinburgh: 

■  the  Sub-Area  system  be 
replaced  by  a  District 
Inspectorate:  and 

■  the  immediate  training  of 
additional  quality  local 
speakers. 

These  changes,  once  adopted, 
would  rationalise  the 
administration  of  the  branches 
and  reduce  the  number  of  visits 
required  by  the  limited  Staff 
Speakers  of  National 
Headquarters. 

To  implement  the 

recommendations  A.O  James 
Little  estimated  the  Scottish 
Command  would  require  a  six¬ 
fold  increase  in  their  grant. 
Therefore,  in  March,  a  formal 
request  for  additional  funding 
was  sent  to  NHQ.  However,  with 
the  Movements  limited  funds,  the 
newly  promoted  Director  of 
Blackshirt  Organisation.  Neil 
Francis-Hawkins  had  no  option 
but  to  rqect  this  request. 
Although,  to  assist  the  Scottish 
Officers  begin  the  re- 
organisational  process  he 
authorised  the  temporary  transfer 


of  Sub  Commandant  Captain 
Abbott  to  Edinburgh. 

Captain  George  H  R  Abbott  had 
served  with  distinction  in  the 
British  Army,  lie  had  fought  in 
France,  during  the  Great  War. 
where  he  had  been  severely 
injured  by  a  shell  that  shattered 
his  face.  Later,  in  Ireland,  while 
fighting  the  IRA  he  was  shot  and 
lost  the  use  of  his  left  arm.  On 
joining  the  British  Union  he  was 
appointed  Area  Organiser  for 
Oxfordshire  where  he  worked 
tirelessly  for  the  Movement.  In 
September  1934,  during  a  sales 
drive  in  Oxford.  several 
Communists  viciously  assaulted 
him.  Unable  to  defend  himself, 
due  to  his  war  injuries,  be  was 
brutality  punched  and  kicked  to 
ground.  Fortunately,  he  was 
rescued  by  passers-by,  which 
saved  him  from  further  injury.  By 
January  1935.  he  had  been 
appointed  National  Headquarters 
Inspecting  Officer,  with  die  rank 
of  Sub  Commandant,  and  posted 
to  South  Wales  to  commence  that 
area's  reorganisation.  Completing 
this  work  within  several  weeks  he 
received  his  new  orders  and 
moved  onto  Scotland. 


CAPTAIN  GF.ORGF.  H  R 
ABBOTT  NATIONAL 

HEADQUARTERS 
INSPECTING  OFFICER. 

|  Captain  Abbott  acted  quickly.  He 
immediately  oversaw  the  transfer 
of  Scottish  Headquarters  from 
Dalbeattie  to  the  former 
Women's  Branch  offices  at  8 
Hope  Street  Edinburgh.  He 
recommended  and  NHQ 
authorised,  the  promotion  of  John 
Montgomery,  Dumfries  and 
James  Sutherland.  Edinburgh 
both  lo  the  rank  of  District 


NEIL  FRANCIS-HAWKINS 
THE  DIRCl’OR  OF 
BLACKSHIRT 


ORGANISATION  STANDING 
|NEXT  TO  THE  LEADER 

Officer.  While  to  assist  D.P.O. 
Bryham  Oliver  with  propaganda, 
two  new  speakers  from  the 
Edinburgh  Central  Branch  were 
discovered  -  George  V  E  Budge 
and  Alexander  Young. 

In  recognition  of  their  support, 
during  the  summer,  twenty 
members  of  the  Edinburgh 
Branch  travelled  to  Newcastle 
where  OM  was  holding  a  major 
National  Meeting.  The  Leader 
specially  honoured  these 
Blackshirts,  at  the  Newcastle 
branch  offices,  and  assured  them 
of  his  keen  interest  in  the 
progress  of  the  Movement  in 
Scotland. 

1936 

NEW  FORMATIONS 

Following  completion  of  the  re¬ 
organisation  to  the  Scottish 
Administration  it  was  now  time 
to  expand  the  Movement 
throughout  the  region,  rhe  areas 
immediately  identified  for 
expansion  where:  Aberdeen. 
Bathgate  and  Perth  -  all  had 
either  been  sub  branches  or 
groups  during  the  early  days. 

During  the  spring  of  1936, 
National  Organising  Officer  W 
I. vail  was  dispatched  north  from 
Manchester  where  he  had  been 
heavily  involved  in  the  BU's 
Cotton  Campaign.  His  new  brief 
was  to  assist  local  members  in  re¬ 
organising  their  branches  into 
districts.  These  districts  would 
now  correspond  to  parliamentary 
constituencies  and  would  lay  the 
path  towards  selecting  candidates 
for  future  Government  elections. 
Lyall  would  also,  where  no 
formation  currently  existed,  help 
to  build  up  a  district  by 
cootacting  local  members  and 
identity  potential  officers 
Starting  first  in  northern 
Scotland,  he  established  himself  > 
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NO  STRANGER  TO  SCOTLAND.  FROM  TOE  TIME  OF  THE  NEW  PARTY  SIR  OSWALD  MOSLEY 
COUI X)  ALWAYS  COUNT  ON  A  WARM  WELCOME  FROM  TOE  WORKING  CLASS  PEOPI J  NOR’II  I 


OF  THE  BORDER. 

in  Aberdeen  and  quickly 
recruited  MrWKAJ  Chambers- 
Hunter  as  District  Officer. 
Chambers-Hunter  had  lead  a 
varied  and  exciting  life.  He  had 
been  a  tea  planter  in  Ceylon 
before  serving  with  the  Scaforth 
Highlanders  during  the  Great 
War.  In  1916  he  was  invalid  out 
of  the  Army  after  he  lost  his  right 
arm  during  fighting  in  France. 
Alter  convalescing  he  went  on  to 
join  the  Colonial  Office  and 
served  in  West  Africa.  Here  he 
successfully  ran  a  number  of 
plantations  before  eventually 
returning  to  Scotland,  in  the 
1936.  to  manage  the  family  estate 
at  Tillery 


THE  ONE  ARMED  DISTRICT' 
OFFICER  a  1AMBERS 

1 1  UN  TER  SELIJNG  ACTION 
ON  TOE  STREETS  OF 
ABERDEEN 


Also,  in  the  spring  of  1936.  the 
Aberdeen  Women’s  Section 
came  under  the  command  of  Mrs 
A  Botha.  She  had  been  bom  in 
South  Africa  and  was  the 
daughter-in-law  of  Louis  Botha. 
South  Africa's  first  Prime 
Minister.  Furthermore,  new 
district  offices  had  been  opened 
at  38  Union  Street  Aberdeen  and 
additional  groups  established  in 
the  surrounding  towns  o£ 
Banchory,  Dycc,  Fraserburgh, 
Inverurie  and  Stonehaven.  With 
DO  Chambers-Hunter's  weekly 
sales  drives  and  propaganda  tours 
the  district  membership  quickly 
rose  to  almost  100  active  and 
non-active  members. 

Perth  had  been  operating  as  a 
group  under  Dundee’s  District 
Officer  Simpson  from  early  1936. 
However,  following  a  series  of 
successful  sales  drives  and  a  well 
attended  meeting  held  by  Staff 
Speaker  Robert  Shevillc,  BU 
membership  in  the  town  had 
increased  sufficiently  to  justify 
the  formation  of  a  local  district 
Command  of  this  latest  formation 
was  placed  in  the  capable  hands 
of  Blackshirt  Bamford  from  the 
Edinburgh  Central  District. 

THE  USHER  HALL 
REVISITED 

Between  October  35  and  April  36 
the  BU  Propaganda  Section  had 
issued  a  scries  of  applications  to 
the  City  Treasure  Committee  of 

Edinburgh  Town  Council  for  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  to  hold  a  second 
public  meeting  in  the  Usher  Hall 
The  Committee’  s  continual 
refusal  to  grant  a  licence  now 
forced  a  full  Council  meeting 
where  their  decision  was  finally 
overturned  -  OM  was  heading  to 
Edinburgh  again! 

The  date  for  the  meeting  was 
Friday.  14th  May  I  936.  and  Dick 


DICK  P1ATHKN 


Plathcn  was  placed  in  command 
of  its  organisation.  Although  no 
longer  National  Meetings 
Organiser  -  this  role  had  passed 
to  Hector  McKcchnie  in 
December  -  he  was  the  obvious 
choice  for  such  a  prestigious 
event. 

As  with  most  national  meetings 
requests  were  issued  to 
surrounding  districts  for  all 
available  Blackshirts  to  attend 
and  act  as  stewards.  Thus  on  the 
night  detachments  from 
Aberdeen.  Dundee,  Glasgow  and 
Perth  where  there;  together  with 
members  from  Carlisle.  Berwick 
and  even  Newcastle  -  the 
lynesidcrs  joining  the  train 
taking  OM  and  his  escort  party 
north  On  arrival  the  Blackshirts 
formed  up  and  marched  the  shon 
distance  from  their  headquarters 
m  Hope  Street  to  the  Usher  Hall. 
There  the  Edinburgh  members 
took  the  'place  of  honour'  at  the 
front  of  the  hall  together  with  the 
section  from  London,  and 
towards  the  back  the  Aberdeen 
contingent  where  stationed. 
While  positioned  in  the  gallery 
the  remaining  units  occupied  the 


aisles  that  ran  towards  a  high 
balcony.  In  total  around  2000 
Blackshirts  and  members  of  the 
public  were  in  attendance. 

As  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  entered 
shouts  of  M-O-S-L-E-Y 
resounded  around  the  hall,  and 
once  he  had  mounted  the 
platform  an  almighty  cheer  went 
up  that  seemed  to  last  for 
minutes.  However,  this  euphoria 
was  short  lived,  even  before  he 
had  completed  his  opening 
remarks,  demonstrators  -  located 
in  the  lower  section  -  began  to 
hurl  abuse  at  the  Leader  These 
communists  appeared  to  be 
acting  independently,  but  they 
had  been  placed  strategically  in 
the  middle  of  packed  rows  to 
make  it  as  difficult  as  possible  for 
the  stewards  to  tackle  them.  After 
being  given  a  final  warning  by 
the  speaker  the  order  was  issued 
for  the  stewards  to  remove  the 
troublemakers.  As  the  Blackshirts 
moved  in  they  received  numerous 
punches  and  kicks  from  small 
groups  of  communists  that  had 
been  located  close  to  their 
associates.  , 

With  the  amount  of  violence 
coining  from  the  communists  it 
was  now  taking  at  least  3-4 
stewards  to  escort  each 
demonstrator  safely  out  of  the 
ball,  and  then  hand  them  over  to 
the  waiting  Police.  However,  on 
leaving  the  building  and  while 
attempting  to  reach  the  police 
lines  the  Blackshirts  were  caught 
in  a  hail  of  bricks  and  bottles  - 
unleashed  by  a  mob  organised  by 
the  Trades  and  Labour  Council 
and  anti-fascists.  This  would 
have  serious  consequences  for 
their  comrades  back  inside  the 
hall' 

In  the  lower  section  the  now 
much  thinned  ranks  of  stewards 
were  augmented  from  Blackshirts 
which  had  been  stationed  in  the 
gallery.  This  was  the  moment  the 
communists  had  been  waiting 
for!  Like  a  pack  of  ‘rabid  dogs’ 
they  pounced  on  the  remaining 
men.  now  outnumbered  10  to  I. 
and  within  seconds  had  rendered 
several  Blackshirts  unconscious  - 
tossing  them  like  ’rag  dolls' 
across  the  rows  of  chairs  towards 
the  balcony.  One  young 
Blackshirt,  badly  beaten  and 
bleeding,  was  then  lifted  and 
thrown  ova.  Luckily,  however, 
he  managed  to  grab  the  top  of  the 
parapet  and  hung  on  for  his  life. 
At  this  very  moment  the 
returning  stewards  arrived.  On 
seeing  the  danger  they  charged 
into  communist  thugs,  and  to  the 
relief  of  the  people  below  ,  hauled 
the  young  man  to  safety.  They 
then  set  about  clearing  the  gallery 
of  the  roughest  elements,  to  the 
applause  of  an  appreciative 
crowd  that  had  come  to  hear  the 
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TRIUMPH  IN 

EDINBURGH 

RED-FRONT  “  THROWN  OUT 
OF  USHER  HALL 

They  Came,  They  Honied  and  They  Went 

Oswald  Mosley  Applauded  By 
Huge  Scottish  Audience 

HEADLINES  PROM  T!  IP  BLACKS!  IIRT  NEWSPAPER, 


Leader.  Two  hours  later  the 
meeting  ended  with  OM  and  his 
Blackshirts  receiving  a  standing 
ovation  from  the  audience  -  the 
Edinburgh  people  had  clearly 
liked  what  they  had  seen  and 
heard  in  the  defence  of  free 
speech! 

THE  LEADER 

IN  SCOTLAND 


Sales  Cup  Presentation 

LAST  Sunday  onr  Leader  visited  the 
Edinburgh  District  Headquarters, 

'  where  he  was  greeted  by  a  large 
gathering  of  members.  Among  those 
present  were  representatives  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  Glasgow,  Berwick,  Dumfries  and 
other  Scottish  Districts. 


the  presentation  ot  the  Sales  i_up  to 
I  Aberdeen  District  was  greeted  with 
!  applause  for  the  honour  that  had  been 
won  for  Scotland  and  as  a  token  of 
admiration  for  the  hard  and  determined 
fight  that  is  being  put  up  by  DO. 
Clambers- Hunter  and  his  members  to 
establish  Fascism  in  Aberdeen. 

PRESS  REPORT  TN  THE 
WEEKLY  BLACKSHIRT 
NEWSPAPER. 

ABERDEEN  -  SALES  CLP 

By  November,  NOO  Lyall  had 
moved  south  to  take  up  the 
temporary  appointment  of 
District  Officer  for  the  Bathgate 
District.  Here  he  immediately 
secured  the  support  of  the  NHQ 
Director  of  Propaganda  who  was 


touring  the  north  of  England. 
Lyall  arranged  for  him  to  meet 
with  members  of  the  local  mining 
community  and  as  a  result  won 
over  a  number  of  new  recruits. 
Finally,  in  December,  the  Leader 
arrived  at  Edinburgh  District 
Headquarters  to  present  DO 
Chambers-!  lunter  of  Aberdeen 
with  the  British  Union  Sales  Cup. 
This  award  was  a  remarkable 
achievement  for  his  team  as  in 

winning  it  they  had  beaten  the 
previous  winners  -  Westminster 
Abbey  and  Paddington  South, 
two  of  London’s  largest  districts. 
The  Leader  also  took  the 
opportunity  to  finalise  th$ 
selection  of  Chambers-Hunter  as 
Prospective  Parliamentary 

Candidate  for  Aberdeen  North  in 
the  next  General  Election.  Before 
leaving,  OM  received  a  carved 
oak  statue  of  himself  created  by 
the  talented  Edinburgh 
Blackshirt,  John  Smith.  District 
Officer  Thomson,  who  had 
replaced  James  Sutherland, 
following  his  promotion  to 
District  Inspector,  presented  the 
statue. 

1937 

EDINBURGH  - 

PROPAGANDA 

By  the  spring  of  1937,  the 
Edinburgh  Speakers  School  had 
produced  a  number  of  competent 
public  speakers.  They  included 
Blackshirts:  Bamford,  Bowie, 
Brown,  Morrison,  Regan  and 
Todd,  together  with  Unit  Leaders 
Geddes  and  Young. 

On  completion  of  their  speaker’s 
course  each  attendee  would ' 
receive  a  personal  BU  Speakers 
Certificate  that  was  signed  by  the 
Director  of  Propaganda.  Then 
following  its  registration  the 
Propaganda  Administrator  would 
issue  or  update  the  individual 
Speakers  Warrant  Card.  These 
cards  identified  the  grade  the 
Blackshirt  had  achieved  and  also 
listed  to  the  type  of  meetings  he 
could  hold.  The  grades  ranged 
from  an  8.  which  permitted  the 


lioldcr  to  address  Ordinary  Public 
Meeting,  to  a  grade  I ,  the  highest 
grade,  authorising  the  member  to 
address  National  Indoor 
Meetings. 

The  Leader  arrived  in  Edinburgh, 
late  September,  to  meet  his  new 
Scottish  Speakers.  Here  he 
thanked  each  member  personally, 
expressing  his  appreciation  for 
their  steady  work  and  loyalty  to 
the  Movement. 

With  his  new  group  of  speakers, 
Dick  Plathen  now  began  a  major 
propaganda  campaign  across  the 
streets  of  Edinburgh.  From 
Charlotte  Street  in  the  west  to 

s 

JefFery  Street  in  the  east  the 
Blackshirts  addressed  countless 
meetings  to  ever  greater  and 
more  enthusiastic  crowds. 
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forward  punching  one  of  the 
Blackshirts  in  the  back  of  the 
head  -  causing  him  to  fall  semi¬ 
unconscious  to  the  ground.  They 
then  focused  their  attention  on 
Dick  Plathen,  but  the  Blackshirt 
and  New  Party  veteran  was  more 
than  a  match  for  these  thugs.  In  a 
scene  reminiscent  of  Tommy 
Moran’s  famous  one-man  battle 
at  The  Royal  Mint,  he  held  back 
the  ‘Reds’  while  other 
Blackshirts  rescued  their  stricken 
comrade.  Dray  and  Bowie  ihen 
gallantly  came  to  aid  Dick 
Plathen,  and  in  the  resulting 
melee  both  Dray  and  Bowie  were 
arrested  along  with  four 
communist  —  the  banning  of  the 
BU  uniform  now  making  the 
identification  of  assailant  and 


RAVEN  THOMSON,  EDITOR  OF  ACTION  AND  DIRETOR  OF 
POLICY  CONDUCTING  A  NORTHERN  SPEAJCERS  CLASS. 

S  TREET  BATTLES 


To  capitalise  on  the  publics 
growing  interest  for  British 
Union’s  policies  and  to  raise  the 
Movement’s  profile  even  higher 
Dick  Plathen  and  Alexander 
Young  announced  their 
candidature  for  the  November 
1937,  Edinburgh  Local  Council 
Elections.  Plathen  would  stand  at 
St  Giles  while  Young  was 
nominated  for  the  Canongate 
District.  In  these  two  wards  the 
Edinburgh  Blackshirts  had 
thrown  down  the  gauntlet  to  their 
opponents.  With  shouts  of  ‘drive 
the  Blackshirts  off  the  streets’  the 
‘Red  Front'  immediately  began 
to  gather  their  forces. 

The  campaign  commenced  with  a 
meeting  at  Parliament  Square  on 
14  October.  N/I  Dick  Plathen  and 
a  small  band  of  Blackshirts 
including:  Bowie,  Dray,  Geddes, 
Todd  and  Young  arrived  at  the 
designated  time  -  the  National 
Inspector  giving  a  stirring  speech 
to  die  assembled  crowd. 

On  finishing,  cries  of  “Smash  the 
Fascists”  erupted  from  a  section 
of  around  200  ‘Reds’  that  now 
began  to  stalk  the  Blackshirts 
back  to  their  headquarters.  As 
Pathen  and  his  group  moved 
down  the  Mound,  the  mob  rushed 


victim  almost  impossible. 
Undaunted,  that  very  evening  the 
same  BU  members  where  on 
Princes  Street  selling  The 
Blackshirt  and  Action 
newspapers. 

Philip  Dray  and  John  Bowie 
would  later  appear  in  front  of  the 
Edinburgh  Sheriff  charged  with 
forming  part  of  a  disorderly 
crowd  -  both  would  be  acquitted. 
FINAL  ELECTION  RESULTS 
Vowing  that  no  Blackshirts  could 
stand  for  election  in  Edinburgh, 
Mosley’s  men  had  risen  to  the 
challenge.  When  the  results  were 
announced  it  was  found  that 
almost  100  residents  from  St 
Giles  and  Canongate  had  voted 
British  Union  -  quite  remarkable 
considering  at  this  time  no 
members  had  been  recruited 
within  these  districts! 

LEADER  CONFERENCE 
The  winter  of  1937  ended  with 
the  promotion  of  DO  Chambers- 
Hunter  to  the  rank  of  District 
Inspector  with  responsibility  for 
the  whole  northeast  and 
northwest  of  Scotland.  In  the  east 
units  where  formed  in  Ellom, 
Fintray,  and  Inverurie;  while  in' 
the  west  the  groups  in  Dyce  and 
Frazerburgh  now  came  under  his 
command. 
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In  addition,  and  in  recognition  for 
his  loyalty  and  dedication  to  the 
Movement,  at  the  December 
leaders  Conference  held  in 
Edinburgh.  Chambcrs-Huntcr 
received  the  coveted  Gold  Auard 
for  service  to  British  Union.  Also 
at  this  gathering  the  West 
Edinburgh  District  officers  - 

District  Treasurer  J  A 
MacDonald  and  Assistant  District 
Leader  C  Finucanc  received  the 
Bronze  Award  for  their 

outstanding  service. 

1938  -  mo 

ABERDEEN  TAKES  THE 
LEAD 

Working  out  of  their 

headquarters  in  Union  Street  the 
Aberdeen  district  under  the 

command  of  Chambers-Hunter 
and  his  'Action  Teams',  began  a 
scries  of  propaganda  tours  and 
sales  drives  across  the  north-cast 
of  Scotland.  Membership  was 
reasonably  steady  with  around 
100  active  and  non-active 
Blackshirts  in  Aberdeen  and  a 
similar  number  located  in  the 
surrounding  towns  of  the 
Inspectorate.  In  addition,  the 
Aberdeen  District  had  formed  a 
cadet  section  under  the  cbmmand 
of  Cadet  Leader  S  Stephens 
March  saw,  Wilfred  Risdon. 
Chief  Agent  for  British  Union 
hold  a  very  successful  meeting  in 
the  Music  Hall.  Aberdeen.  To  a 
packed  audience  he  described  in 
great  detail  the  Movement's 
policies  and  the  far  reaching 
strategy  for  putting  Britain  ‘back 
on  its  feet’  (see  Mosley’s  Ten 
Points).  Outside  the  ‘usual 
suspects’  were  lying  in  wail  to 
attack  any  lone  Blackshirts  or 
small  party  of  supporters  that 
they  could  lay  their  hands  on.  As 
the  senior  officers;  ‘Bill’  Risdon. 
Dick  Plathen.  Chambers-hunter 
and  Mrs  Botha  left  the  hall  and 
walked  towards  their  waiting  car, 
the  mob  charged  forward 
throwing  a  series  of  kicks  and 
punches  As  usual  the 
communists  paid  particular 
attention  to  Chambers-Hunter 
and  Mrs  Botha.  For  weeks 
previous  they  had  been  subjected 
to  constant  abuse  and  physical 
violence  for  their  high  profile 
support  for  British  Union.  Mrs 
Botha  had  had  her  arm  slashed 
with  a  bottle  while  Chambers- 
I  luntcr  had  received  a  server  gash 
to  head  from  a  brick  thrown  at 

him  when  he  addressed  a  meeting 
in  Tony, 

I  heir  work  and  commitment, 
however,  had  paid  off.  The 
Aberdeen  District  by  this  stage 
was  consistently  winning  the 
monthly  Sales  League  for  the 
Scottish  Districts,  although  both 
F.dinburgh  West  and  Perth  hotly 
contested  their  position. 


WILFRED  RISDON,  CHIEF  AGENT  FOR  BRITISH  UNION 


NATIONAL  INSPECTORS 
To  be  appointed  a  National 
Inspector  of  British  Union  was  to 
attnin  one  of  the  most  prestigious 
posts  within  the  Movement  but  it 
also  meant  committing  almost 
every  waking  moment  to  the 
cause. 

Holding  the  rank  of  Staff  Officer 
2  the  duties  of  the  National 
Inspector  were  critical  to  the 
maintenance  and  advancement  of 
the  organisation  as  listed  below: 

1.  To  see  that  instructions, 
orders  and  methods  of 
work  make  for 
efficiency,  uniformity 
and  economy 

2.  To  test  the  capacity  of 
members  to  act  as 
instructors  and  leaders. 

3.  To  assist  D.O.S, 
formations  and  unit 
leaders  in  securing  the 
efficiency  of  their 
work. 

4.  To  keep  the  Director- 

General  of 

Organisation  or  his 
assistants  informed  on 
all  points  connected 
with  the  discipline  of 
the  Movement 

5.  To  bring  to  the  notice 
of  the  Director-General 
of  Organisation  points 
where  instructions  have 
been  overlooked  or 
require  amending. 


To  report  to  the  D.G.O. 
in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  Issued  to 
them  by  him. 


remarks  or  recommendations  he 
thought  appropriate. 

As  a  salaried  employee  of  the 
Movement  all  National 
Inspectors  were  entitled  to  claim 
a  number  of  allowances  and 
expenses  including  ull  official 
telephone  calls,  postage  and 
telegrams:  subsistence,  travel  and 
petrol  allowance. 

Following  live  engagement  of 
Dick  Plathen  to  Marie  Inglis 
(Women's  District  Leader  for 
West  Edinburgh),  Plathen 
announced  that  he  would  be 
resigning  from  his  role  as 
National  Inspector  and  reluming 
to  a  commercial  life  It  was  a 
great  loss  to  the  Movement  but 
his  obvious  replacement  was  Mr 
W  K  A  J  Chambcrs-Hunter  And 
in  the  summer  of  1938  he  was 
duly  appointed  Acting  National 
Inspector  for  Scotland  and  the 
North  East  Ibis  was  to  be  the 
last  major  re-organisation  in 
Scotland. 


DISTRICT  OFFICER  J  AMES  SUTI IERLAND 

EPILOGUE 


SEEN  ON  A  SCOTTISH  ROOF 
AND  BARNYARD  DOOR. 


To  visit  localities 
uncovered  by  Fascist 
organisation  and  to 
enrol  members  for  the 
purpose  of  creating 
District  Formations. 
Each  National  Inspector  was 
required  to  draw-up  a  programme 
of  inspection  directly  with  his 
District  Officers.  After  inspecting 
a  formation  he  was  to  submit  a 
confidential  report  to  the 
Direct  or -General  recording  the 
units  average  weekly  sales: 
number  of  recruits  since  last 
inspection,  number  of  meeting 
held,  both  local  and  national:  the 
financial  position:  an  assessment 
on  the  local  officers  and 
premises.  Finally,  he  would 
complete  his  return  with  any 


The  Movement  continued  until 
June  1940  when  the  Authorities 
placed  a  nation-wide  ban  on  the 
party,  thus  making  membership 
illegal.  But  by  then  the  war  had 
already  taken  its  toll.  T  hroughout 
1939  and  early  1940  many  of  the 
District  Officials  and  members 
had  enlisted  in  the  Armed 
Services  to  ’Fight  for  King  and 
Country’.  While  those  that 
remained,  like  many  of  then- 
comrades  in  England  and  Wales, 
were  branded  traitors  with 
several  eventually  being  arrested 
and  interned  under  the  new 
Defence  Regulation  I8B  , 

So  ends  this  brief  history  of  the 
mpn  and  women  who  joined  the 
British  Union  in  Scotland  -  true 
Scots...  true  Patriots...  and  true 
Blackshirts  all! 
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Following  the  much  appreciated  serialisation  of  How  the  B.U.F.  came  to  Geordieland,  the  Editor  of 
Comrade  suggested  to  D.  Day  Paratrooper  Robert  Richards  that  he  may  like  to  write  about  his  drop  into 
Normandy  and  subsequent  war  behind  enemy  lines.  Despite  initial  reluctance,  he  finally  agreed.  We  are 
proud  to  publish  this  First  hand  account  of  a  brave  man  who  fought  politically  to  stop  the  Brothers1  war 
but  was  prepared  to  take  up  arms  once  war  was  declared. 

A  BLACKSHIRT  IN  NORMANDY 


It  was  lam,  6th  June  1944.  when  our  aircraft  crossed  the  Normandy 
coastline.  This  was  30  minutes  after  the  special  glider-borne  troops 
had  gone-in  to  capture  the  two  bridges  over  the  Caen  Canal  and  River 
Ome.  The  flak  was  bursting;  the  aircraft  was  weaving;  a  near  limit 
blustery  wind  had  risen.  Weaving  had  to  stop  for  the  final  run-in  and 
the  engines  throttled-back  to  near  stalling  speed  “for  us  to  jump  at 
500ft".  The  exit  from  the  Stirling  aircraft  was  a  large  hole  in  the  floor 
of  the  fuselage.  As  you  progress  down  the  aircraft  you  feel  the  air 
rushing  through  the  aircraft  and  the  feeling  that  you  are  still  running 
when  you  find  nothing  below  your  feet,  just  a  blackness —you’re  out! 
You  have  no  sense  of  falling,  suddenly  a  massive  tug  on  the  whole  of 
the  torso,  at  the  same  time  you  hear  the  familiar  sound  of  your  ‘chute’ 
opening  and  you  involuntarily  utter  -  ‘Amen’ 


There  you  are  in  utter  silence. 
Except  for  the  faint  sound  of  the 
aircraft  in  the  distance  You  look 
around  for  recognisable  features 
as  per  the  enormous  floor  model 
you  had  been  peering  at  for  the 
previous  48  hours.  You  can 
distinguish  nothing,  not  even  the 
chalk-pit  where  out  rendezvous 
was  to  be.  Where  is  ‘mother- 
earth’?  —  There  it  is!,  feet  and 
knees  together!  —  bump!  I’ve 
made  it!  I’m  covered  in  rigging 
lines,  almost  netted!  -  where’s 
my  fighting-knife?  I’ll  need  to 
cut  myself  out  of  this  lot! 
Automatically  however,  without 
thinking,  I’m  going  through  the 
landing  drill  -  the  hand  just  went 
straight  to  the  quick-release  on 
the  chest;  ‘twist-thump’  -  and  the 
whole  harness  flies  off  and.  in  my 
case  of  course,  so  went  the 
entangling  rigging  lines  -  crisis 
over! 

Next,  haul-in  the  kit-bag,  get 
myself  armed  and  the  rest  of  the 
battle-kit;  divest  myself  of  the 
jumping  smock,  on  goes  my 
webbing.  I’m  ready!  Only  4 
minutes  had  elapsed  since 
leaving  the  aircraft  -  much  too 
slow!  Figures  were  now 
beginning  to  loom  all  around, 
some  moving  with  little  concern 
whilst  others  were  ultra-cautious, 
exchanging  pass-words.  In  fact 
those  first  few  minutes  in 
Normandy  seemed  little  different 
to  many  of  the  exercises  we  had 
done  on  Salisbury  Plain. 

MEETING  I  P 

In  the  final  briefing  before 
emplaning  we  knew  exactly 
where  the  Platoon’s  position 
would  be,  fortunately  this  was  no 
more  than  600  yards  away.  Wc 
were  greeted  by  a  very  relieved 
Platoon  Officer.  With  our  arrival 
the  Platoon  strength  doubled.  In 
fact  little  more  that  60%  of  the 
Platoon  went  into  action  during 


those  first  hours  in  Normandy 
The  news  however,  that  the  two 
Bridges  were  already  captured 
and,  that  they  were  intact,  was  a 
terrific  boost! 

The  1 2th  Yorks  and  the  13'*'  Lancs 
has  the  task  of  perimeter  defence 
on  the  East  of  the  Bridges.  The 
7tfl  Somerset  task,  together  with 
the  special  glider-borne  troops 
(who  had  captured  the  Bridges) 
were  responsible  for  the 
perimeter  defences  on  the  West 
side. 

The  first  job  was  to  dig-in.  This 
meant  two  men  working  together 
and  preparing  a  slit-trench  to  hold 
them  both.  The  deeper  the  better 
-  at  least  3  feet  in  depth. 

We  knew  that  sea-borne  British 
troops  were  scheduled  to  come 
ashore  on  ‘Sword  Beach’  at 
7.00am.  the  landings  would  be 
preceded  by  a  naval 
bombardment  not  only  on  the 
enemy  beach  -  defences  but  also 
inland  on  Caen  which  lay  a  few 
miles  to  our  South.  This  meant 
that  the  5Ih  Parachute  Brigade’s 
perimeter  defensive  position  lay 
midway  between  the  two  target 
areas. 

This  though  increased  our 
incentive  to  dig.  to  dig  furiously. 
Although  aware  of  the  imminent 
bombardmcnl  when,  suddenly,  it 
commenced  it  was  awesome. 

This  was  something  very,  very, 
different.  I  observed  previously 
that  the  shells  ‘whistled’ 
overhead  This  now  was  a  storm 
of  huge  naval  shells  arc-ing 
overhead  at  a  much  greater  height 
and  ‘shrieking.  endlessly 
shrieking’.  Although  miles  from 
the  target  areas  the  very  ground 
shook  and  vibrated  beneath  us. 

ADDITIONAL  FORCES 
At  6.00pm  we  detected  the  steady 
and  distant  sound  of  heavy 
aircraft  approaching.  We  knew 
what  this  meant.  The  Divisional 


Air  landing  Brigade  was  on  its 
way’  right-on-time! 

What  a  sight!  On  both  sides  of 
the  River  and  Canal  came  wave 
after  wave  of  four  engine  aircraft 
each  towing  a  huge  glider.  The 
glider  wing-span  equalled  that  of 
its  tug. 

The  sight  of  this  huge  armada 
coming  in,  wave  after  wave,  is 
almost  indescribable  because  of 
the  depth  of  emotion  involved. 
The  division  had  been  battling  for 
almost  18  hours.  Everyone  still 
surviving  was  very  conscious  of 
how  light  was  our  initial 
armament.  Now  here  was  our 
much  heavier  equipment  arriving 
in  broad  day-light  wave  after 
wave.  And  as  each  glider  cast-off 
from  its  tug  and  came  gliding 
down  onto  that  same  dropping 
zone  that  we  ourselves  had 
dropped  on  in  darkness  the  great 
spirals  of  the  gliders,  the 
climbing  of  the  tugs;  4  engines 
roaring  in  acceleralioa  is  a 
memory  that  will  be  forever 
imprinted  emotionally.  The 
feeling  was  more  of  pride  rather 
than  relief. 

Brigadier  Lord  Lovat’s 
Commando  Brigade  had  made  its 
planned  lightening-swoop  from 
its  Sword  Beach  Landing,  and 
joined  up  with  the  6*  Airborne 
Division  at  lunchtime.  The 
Divisional  Air  landing  Brigade 
had  arrived  ‘on-the-dot’,  in  time 
for  dinner.  The  perimeter  around 
the  Bridges  had  held  off  8  attacks 
from  armour  and  infantry. 

The  only  opportunity  given  to  me 
to  open  fire  was  when  an  enemy 
fighter-bomber  flew  in  low  to 
drop  a  lOOOlbs  on  the  Canal 
Bridge  which  he  hit  -  smack-on! 
How  do  wc  know  it  was  lOOOlbs? 
It  hit  the  Bridge,  but  didn’t 
explode!  Now  I  wonder  why 
didn’t  it  explode?  Had  it  been 
sabotaged?  Or  did  my  shot 
damage  something  1’U  never 
know.  It  was  not  uncommon  for 
bomb-detonation  mechanisms  to 
fail.  But  its  exciting  to  think  I 
may  have  contributed,  even  if  no 
one  else  thinks  so.  But  weren't 
we  lucky  a  direct  hit!  It  would 
have  been  quote  a  ‘blot’  on  out 
Divisional  history  of  ‘D-Dav'. 
had  it  exploded. 

As  darkness  fell  a  message  was 
being  passed  around  oul  cross¬ 
road  position  that  sometime 
during  darkness  the  R.U.R. 
Battalion  (Air  Landing  Brigade) 


would  be  passing  through  op¬ 
position.  heading  South  for  the 
village  of  Longueval  about  1  mile 
away. 

We  felt  good  about  this,  because 
that  was  the  direction  from  which 
our  part  of  the  perimeter  had 
been  attacked  earlier  in  the  day. 
The  defences  would  now  be 
deepened  to  the  South. 

During  the  night  we  were  subject 
to  desultory  mortaring  and 
shelling.  Interrupting,  from  time- 
to-time,  brief  snatches  of  ‘shut- 
eye’.  When,  however,  we  began 
hearing  the  sound  and  movement 
of  armoured  vehicles  to  the  South 
everyone  ‘came-to’.  Tired  eyes 
peering  into  darkness  can  be 
subject  to  a  certain  amount  of 
hallucinations.  Each  Section 
Leader  was  equipped  with  a  pair 
of  night  field  glasses.  After  a 
couple  of  false  sightings  in  my 
section  -  which  were  two  too 
many.  I  ordered:  ‘The  next  report 
will  be  investigated  personally  by 
the  reported!'.  There  were  no 
more  reports;  although  the  sound 
of  vehicle  movement  to  our  front 
continued.  It  was  concluded  that 
an  attack  was  being  prepared 
either  against  Longueval.  or 
ourselves  or  both!  Yes,  7th  June 
could  see  a  big  one. 

The  7*  June  dawned  at  about 
3.30am.  There  was  no  dawn 
chorus,  other  than  distant  artillery- 
fire  to  the  West.  That  would  be  the 
break-out  from  the  Beach  Head  and 
the  beginning  of  the  battle  for  Caen 
which  lay  about  6  miles  to  our 
South-South  West  ...  5.00am 

...6.00am  ...  all  quiet  7.00am 

mortaring  to  the  West  of  the 

Bridges  started.  To  the  South  we 
could  hear  both  mortaring  and 
machine-gun  firing.  That,  wc 
guessed,  would  be  Longueval 
Orders  were  not  needed  for 
everyone  to  start  checking  arms 
and  ammo.  Digging  more  earth  oul 
of  the  bottom  of  the  slit-trenches; 
firming  down  hard,  the  spoil 
around  the  top  of  the  slit  trench. 
Every  pair  of  eyes  peering 
constantly  to  the  front  arc-of- 

vision.  Fearless  eyes. 

ATTACK 

News  had  come  to  us  that  during 
the  attack  the  previous  day  one  MK 
IV  enemy  tank  had  broken  through 
to  Ranville.  This  was  where  the 
Divisional  Headquarters  had  been 
set-up.  Needless  to  say  the  MK  IV 
had  been  ‘barbecued’  before  doing 
any  serious  damage. 
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'Q.OOam  mortar  bombs  begun  falling 
around  out  position. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  realised 
we  were  taking  casualties  in  the 
Platoon.  The  enemy  mortar  attack 
has  a  unique  sound  of  its  own. 
referred  to  as:  'moaning  minis'. 
This  is  due  to  them  being  in 
batteries  of  4  How  many  of  these 
batteries  were  being  employed  in 
this  attack  I  don't  know,  but  the 
'moaning'  sound  after  the  first 
salvos  was  obliterated  by  the 
constant  and  continuous  sound  of 
the  exploding  bombs  in  out 
position. 

The  casualties  seemed  to  be 
occurring  in  the  Section  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  road  to  us.  That 
side  of  the  mad  was  a  rising 
wooded  hillside.  The  Section  was 
well  dug  into  a  position  which 
over-looked  my  Section  by  several 
feet  An  excellent  fire- position.  But 
proved  to  be  lethal  under  mortar- 
bomb  attack.  The  bombs  wen: 
being  exploded  in  the  tree-branches 
and  the  shrapnel  was  being 
showered  down  into  the  slit- 


trenches. 

The  mortaring  continued  -  but? 
Just-a-minutc  that's  machine-gun 
fire!  Whipping  and  whistling 
through  our  position!  -  like  a  vast 
hail-storm!  There's  no  question 
now  they're  attempting  to  break - 
though  our  position.  What  shall  we 
get?  Tanks;  self-propelled  guns; 
infantry?  If  it  goes  to  pattern  - 
the  lot!  But  we  were  prepared. 
Everyman  had  the  means  of 
preparing  a  gammon-bomb  which 
could  knock  the  tracks  off  an- 
armoured  vehicle;  a  hand- ' 
grenade  through  the  gun  aperture 
would  not  be  very  well  received 
by  the  crew!  Also  there  was  a  I 
Royal  Artillery  crew  with  a  six- 1 
pounder  anti-tank  gun  in  our ' 
position.  The  big  question  was 
how  many  of  us  would  survive 
such  a  ferocious  attack? 

SURVIVAL 

The  mortaring  ceased,  machine- 
gun  bullets  were  still  whistling. 
With  the  mortaring  stopping  that 
meant  enemy  armour  and  men 
were  close  -  how  close?  The 
bullets  were  lessening  -  a ! 
strongly  accented  Yorkshire 
voice  called  from  my  right  'What 
do  we  do  now  Sarge?'  I 
recognised,  like  one  recognises  a 
rhapsody,  that  voice,  the  Brcn- 
gunner.  alive  and  ready  to  go. 
‘Stay-down’.  I  replied  and  asked: 
‘Is  the  Bren  o.k?’  -  *Aye'  ... 
‘Nowt  wrung  wit*  gun',  sounding 
rather  reproachful.  probably 
thinking  that  perhaps  I  should 
have  enquired  how  fie  was.  Link 
did  he  realised  how  happy  and 
relieved  I  was  to  know,  right  at 
that  moment  that  at  least  four  of 
us  had  survived,  as  well  as  the 
Section  Bren-gun 
But  first  I  thought  let  me  have 
a  look';  all  firing  had  stopped 
and.  I  could  hear  voices  in  ray 
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Section  position  to  my  left.  I  1 
knew  that  more  of  my  Section 
had  survived.  Peering  cautiously 
over  the  lip  of  my  slit-trench.  I 
could  not  believe  the  sight!  250 
yards  ahead  of  our  position. 
Moving  from  left-to-right  an 
enemy  column  comprising:  a 
tank  in  the  lead,  a  self-propelled 
gun  and.  what  I  estimated  at 
being  about  a  platoon  strength 
unit  of  Panzer  grenadiers.  All 
moving  cautiously,  in  the  open. 
kft-to-righL  My  disbelief  was  at 
being  presented  with  such  a 
classic  text-book  target!  It's  only 
supposed  to  happen  in  text¬ 
books.  A  target  for  enfilading 
fire! 

Almost  simultaneously  the  six- 
pounder  opened  fire  By  this  lime 
a  third  armoured  vchick  had 
hove  into  sight  followed  by  more 
grenadiers  on  foot  We  continued 
firing  and  the  six-pounder  let  off 
another  round.  In  a  matter  of 
minutes  three  enemy  armoured 
vehicles  went  up  in  flames  and 
there  was  no  sign  of  enemy 
infantry.  The  golden  com  was 
standing  high  and  hid  whatever 
casualties  they  must  have 
assuredly  taken. 

We  were  later  to  Icam  that  this 
attack  had  been  mounted  by  the 
125  Panzer  Grenadier  Regiment 
who  had  committed  Seven  MK 
IV  tanks  and  some  I  SO 
Grenadiers.  It  is  of  interest  to 
mention  that  among  the 
casualties  sustained  in  our 
Platoon  position,  were  the  whole 
Royal  Artillery  Anti-Tank  crew. 
They  were  killed  during  the 
machine-gun  attack,  having 
survived  the  mortaring. 

They  had  spotted  the  enemy 
armour  moving-in  and 
endeavoured  to  bring  their  gun 
onto  action. 

Noticing  what  had  happened,  one 
of  our  troopers,  himself  having 
been  in  the  Royal  Armoured 
Corps  before  transferring  to  the 
Parachute  Regiment  and  not 
relishing  the  idea  of  tackling  a 
tank  a  close  quarters,  seeing  a 
good  artillery  piece  and  a  load  of 
ammo,  idly  lying  by.  decided  to 
do  something  about  what  was 
looking  like  an  uneven  situatioa 
He  crawled  across  the  road, 
which  was  still  under  a  hail  of 
machine  gun  fire,  manned  the 
Anti-Tank  gun.  alone,  loaded  it, 
aimed  and  fired  His  firs  shot  put 
his  target  tank  up-in-flames.  He 
swivelled  and  re-sighted  the  A/T. 
gun.  aimed  and  fired  -  a  second 
enemy  tank  went  up-in-flames. 
By  this  time  our  Battalion 
Mortars  were  in  action  -  one  of 
their  bombs  sent  a  third  MKIV 
enemy  tank-up-in-ftames.  All  this 
action  was  coinciding  with  what 
was  left  of  the  Platoon's  fighting 
strength;  two  Bren  guns  and 
twelve  riflemen,  also  three  sten 
guns,  should  the  enemy  get 


closer.  Hie  hyper-rapid  small- 
arms  fire  caused  havoc  among 
the  cautiously  moving  enemy 
grenadiers. 

After  such  a  ferocious 
preparatory  bombardment  which 
had  lasted  for  almost  an  hour  and 
taken  a  heavy  toll  on  our  already 
weakened  Platoon,  the  actual 
attempt  to  penetrate  our 
perimeter  defensive  position 
lasted  little  more  than  1 5  minutes 
before  ftzzling-out!?  The  enemy 
stopped  advancing.  and 
withdrew! 

At  the  lime  we  were  a  littk- 
puzzlcd.  Nevertheless.  very 
relieved.  We  knew  just  how  close 
the  enemy  had  been  to  over¬ 
running  our  position. 

A  Distinguished  Conduct  Medal 
(D.C.M)  was  recommended  for 
L/Cpl.  Hall  for  his  heroic  and 
highly  skilled  performance  as  an 
impromptu  anti-tank  gunner  In 
the  first  list  of  awards  published 
in  August,  1944.  he  received  the 
Military  Medal  (M.M). 

FRIENDLY  FIRE 
However.  the  danger  still 
persisted.  About  10  minutes  after 
we  had  come  to  the  realisation 
that  the  enemy  had  really 
withdrawn,  mortar  bombs  were 
again  falling  around  the  position. 
The  mortaring  was  not  of  the 
intensity  prc-attacked.  also  the 
bombs  seemed  rather  smaller'  - 
just-a-minute.  They're  coming 
from  behind  unbelievable?  — 
‘friendly  fire!  For  some 
inexplicable  reason  it  was 
assumed  that  we  could  not  have 
survived  such  a  heavy 
bombardment  and  the  weight  of 
armour  that  had  been  spotted 
moving-in.  The.  admittedly, 
rather  sudden  cessation  of 
machine  gun  and  small-arms  fire 
contributed  to  this  very  erroneous 
conclusion  that:  our  position  had 
been  over-run  and  occupied  by 
the  enemy. 

Our  mortars  were  putting  down 
what  they  blissfully  described  as: 
‘S.O.S.  fire’  The  theory  being 
that  it  would  keep  enemy  heads 
down,  thereby  enabling  possible 
survivors  to  escape.  'S.O.S'.  It  is 
unrepeatable  to  quote  in  writing 
what  was  said  later  when  the 
survivors  of  No.  I  Platoon  had  an 
opportunity  to  exchange  words 
Happily,  no  casualties  occuned 
in  this  particular  incident,  but  the 
Platoon  Officer  himself  came 
very  dose.  He  had  vacated  his 
slit-trench  as  had  many  of  us  at 
that  point-in-time,  his  tntemton 
being  to  walk  around  the  position 
to  ascertain  how  everyone  had 
fared.  As  the  first  of  the 
‘friendly-bomb’  had  exploded 
alongside.  He  would  certainly 
have  been  another  casualty . 
ft  was  dearly  a  case  of 
communication  -  or  rather  lack 
of  it.  By-and-largc  wireless 
communications  at  Platoon  levels 


did  not  exist.  Much  of  the 
Brigade’s  original  wireless 
equipment  had  been  lost  in  the 
'drop-,  and  replacements  had  not 
yet  come  through.  In  this 
particular  instance  a  'runner'  had 
to  he  sent  back  about  300  yards 
to  where  the  Mortar  was  situated. 
They,  being  in  wireless  contact, 
were  able  to  call  the;  'cease  fire'.  It 
was  subsequently  claimed:  ‘that  the 
runner  wearing  full  battle  kit  and 
earning  arms  and  ammo,  could  not 
have  been  overtaken  by  an  athlete- 
wearing  spiked-shoes!  (Many  of  us 
thought  that  he  too  had  earned  a 
medal  of  some  sort).  And  so  ended 
No.  I  Platoon's  first  direct  enemy 
attack. 

TO  BE  CONCLUDED. 


KATYN 

DIP  THEY  NOT  KNOW, 
OR  NOT  CARE? 

Following  the  appalling  silence 
in  Britain  over  fixing  the  guilt  for 
the  Katyn  massacre,  an  old 
cutting  comes  to  hand  as  one 
more  indictment  of  the  British 
left,  this  time  from  the  years 
following  the  Hungarian 
uprising. 

The  Daily  Telegraph  (28-12-81) 
quoted  a  Mr  Paul  Gorka.  then 
vice-chairman  of  the  Hungarian 
Freedom  Fighters'  Association, 
who  said  he  "was  convinced  that 
we  were  betrayed  by  British 
Communist  sympathises  and 
fellow  travellers  like  Philby. 
Burgess,  Maclean,  and  the 
others". 

Mr  Gorka  was  arrested  and 
tortured  several  times  in  a  grim 
prison  in  Budapest.  In  1950  he 
was  sentenced  to  fifteen  years  in 
■  prison.  A  naval  officer  in  the 
same  prison  block  as  Mr  Gorka. 
awaiting  execution,  said  that  they 
had  been  betrayed  at  a  high  level 
{  by  British  intelligence  There  was 
not  time  to  find  who  that  betrayer 
was.  before  the  officer  was 
executed. 

After  Stalin’s  death,  conditions  in 
the  prison  improved.  Instead  of 
addressing  the  prisoners  as 
Fascist  Pigs'.  the  guards 
addressed  them  as  gentlemen  ! 
When  the  uprising  came,  a 
captured  Russian  tank  burst 
through  the  walls,  and  the 
captives  swarmed  out.  sweeping 
the  guards  aside. 

Mr  Gorka' s  Association  has 
found  many  cases  of  betrayal  by 
western  sources,  and  ev  idence  of 
forty-two  executions.  He  says 
‘Perhaps  those  few  British  moles, 
some  of  them  possibly  members 
of  the  Cambridge  Apostles,  did 
not  realise  the  enormity  of  what 
they  were  doing*.  How  could 
they  really  have  been  so  naive? 
Did  thev  not  know,  or  not  care? 

W.H. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


Th»  booklet 

adds  little  of 
value  to  the 
existing 
literature  It 
uses  mostly  a 
few  well 

known 
secondary 

_ sources  - 

OM.  Lord  Ravcnsdaie.  Harold 
Nice  Ison.  etc.  The  author's 

dismissal  of  Mosley  as  an  adapter 
of  other  people’s  work  rather 
than  an  original  thinker  more 
accurately  applies  to  his  own 

offering  One  blatant  •’rehash’' 
example  is  his  passage  about 
racing-car  and  flying  supporters 
on  p.87  compared  with  Prof. 
Skidclsky's  previous  account  on 
p.320  of  Oswald  Moslev  [3'“  cdn. 
1990], 

Evidently,  Mr  Jones  disdained 
research  into  all  the  abundant 
primary  documentation. 

Substantial,  often  relatively 
recent  information  by  both 
supporters  and  opponents  is 
overlooked  Instead.  this 
“historian  and  journalist" 
acknowledges  “insights”  from  the 
likes  of  Frederic  Mullallv.  David 
Pryce-Joncs.  Francis  Beckett,  and 
Hugh  Purcell  (whose  earlier 
contribution  to  this  subject 
contained  gross  errors). 

He  has  to  admit,  on  inescapable 
evidence,  that  Mosley  was 
“idealistic,  interested  in  ideas, 
courageous,  energetic  and  moved 
by  the  waste  and  suffering  caused 
by  war  and  unemployment"  - 
precisely  the  characteristics  that 
drove  him  towards  “fascism" 
and,  no  less  so.  towards  his 
painstaking  post-war 

“comeback".  Nevertheless,  this 
writer's  personal  contribution 

seems  to  consist  of  meagre  but 
unpleasant  titbits,  plus  twists  and 
turns  of  writing  that  tend 

cumulatively  to  caricature  OM.  a 
“feral  child  in  a  feudal 

environment"  who  entered 
Labour  politics  in  an  attempt  to 
“silence  critics  of  his  frivolous 
lifestyle":  a  “playboy"  also 
addicted  to  the  “enjoyment  of 
violence".  The  adjectives 

“louche"  and  “cruel"  come  in  so 
handy  that  one  wonders  how  this 
“biographer"  would  cope  with 
the  other  assorted  “alpha 

politicians”  who  privately 

disregarded  the  bourgeois 

sobrieties  -  lord  Palmerston. 
Joseph  Stalin,  or  Jack  Kennedy, 
to  select  a  few. 

[  He  describes  both  Oswald 
Mosley  and  John  'Strachcy  as 
“coldly"  rational  in  their  politics, 
whereas  the  latter's  attack  on  his 
old  friend  in  Menace  of  Fascism 
highlights  the  respective 

emotions  behind  their 


divergence.  the  former's 
passionate  commitment  to 
helping  the  poor  and  workless  he 
had  personally  met  around 
Britaia  and  the  other's  sympathy 
for  victims  of  Nazi  violence  he 
had  to  read  about  in  Germany 
j  (rather  than  those  of  communist 
violence  in  Russia).  A  picture  of 
the  two  men  together  when 
partners  foretells  another  story  - 
an  upright  and  vigorous  Mosley 
stands  beside  a  soft  and  weedy 
Strachcy.  the  future  architect  of 
the  Europc-Africa  “vision- 
splendid”  next  to  the  eventual 
schemer  of  an  "African 
groundnut"  fiasco. 

{ One  minor  but  indicative 
!  example  of  this  writer’s 
I  subjective  "inferences”  is  his 
unfounded  claim  that  Mosley- 
found  marching  “painful"  and 
somehow  contrived  to  conceal  a 
slight  post-operative  limp  from 
his  fascist  followers,  if  not  his 
female  admirers  -  despite  the  fact 
that  the  reason  for  this 
supposedly  “humiliating 

handicap"  was  widely  circulated 
by  the  Action  Press  publication 
Portrait  of  a  Leader,  which 
incidentally  quotes  the 
distinguished  surgeon's 

declaration  dial  “Mosley  was  the 
bravest  man  he  had  ever  met" 
Mosley's  "fascism”  was  the 
product  not  of  an  evil  egotism  but 
of  an  expectation  of  early 
economic  collapse  or  ultimate 
world  war.  and  the  urgent  need  to 
prepare  an  alternative  in  either 
event  to  communism.  As  usual, 
the  policy  details  and  ideological 
background  arc  superficial  -  Mr 
Jones  even  calls  Oswald  Spcnglcr 
a  “  1  9"1 -century"  thinker!  And 
Raven  Thomson's  graduate  prose 
may  occasionally  have  been 
boring  but  never  bombastic 
During  the  four  decades  before 
Mosley  died,  he  certainly  never 
lost  his  “loyalty  and  affection  for 
his  native  land"  (pp  145-61 
Quite  the  contrary,  as  his 
opposition  to  multi-cultural  mass- 
immigration  itself  alone 
demonstrates.  He  wrote 
continually  for  British 
publications,  and  kept  in  constant 
contact  by  prolonged  telephone 
calls,  or  return  visits,  whenever  in 

France,  Ireland  or  other  European 
countries.  He  repeatedly 
campaigned  in  his  beloved 
homeland  over  long  periods  and, 
whenever  free  speech  was  dented 
in  public  meeting  places,  he  used 
his  time  in  further  writing  for 
English  outlets  or  lot  meeting 
important  people.  The  “exile" 
legend  is  just  another  smear. 
Another  prejudicial  suggestion 
lp.144)  is  that  the  Mosleys  were 
not  “particularly  affected"  by  the 
“emaciated  victims”  in  Nazi 


camps.  Now  let  us  get  this 
straight  once  and  for  all.  Mosley 
consistently  condemned 

conccntration-camp  atrocities  and 
in  1961  published  a  profound  and 
balanced  indictment  of  Hiller's 
treatment  of  the  Jews.  He  also 
reasonably  argued  that  the  entire 
question  of  any  such  crimes  on 
all  sides,  including  incessant 
civilian  bombing,  should  be 
thoroughly  assessed  by 
independent  and  neutral 
investigators.  Aware  of  proven 
propaganda  lies  against  Germany 
during  the  first  war.  and  against 
National  Socialism  in  peacetime, 
he  was  entitled  to  suspect  the 
motivation  of  Soviet  and 
American  allegations  in  the 
immediate  aftermath  of  their 
victory.  Was  he  not  right  and 
courageous  to  plead  for  fair 
treatment  of  the  "ordinary,  the 
poor,  the  humble,  the  suffering" 
in  occupied  Germany  who 
themselves  had  many  “living 
skeletons"  (Victor  Gollancz'a 
observation)  and  who  had 
nothing  to  do  with  vile  actions  in 
the  “dark  privacy"  of  the  camps? 
Now  some  initial  scepticism 
appears  vindicated  -  Belscn.  for 
example,  never  had  any  "gas 
chambers"  whatever,  and  various 
technical  questions  raised  about 
this  “industrialised  mass-murder" 
system  elsewhere  still  await 
satisfactory  answers  instead  of 
silence  or  suppression 
|  And  how  many  of  Mosley’s 
vocal  and  often  violent  enemies 
were  “affected"  by  the  pre-war 
man-made  famine.  typhus 
epidemics  and  mass  executions  in 
|  Soviet  Ukraine,  much  of  which 
'  became  (according  to  the 
I  historian  Dr  Robert  Conquest) 
“one  vast  Belsen",  or  the 
"emaciated"  Polish  children 
exchanged  for  British  oil  during 
.the  war.  or  the  tortures  in  Red 
Chine.  Castro  Cuba,  and  so  on? 
What  more  could  yet  another 
Mosley  Biography  tell  us?  The 
answer  is  simple.  Mosley  was  a 
man  of  ideas,  not  only  a  gifted 
orator  but  also  a  prolific  writer  on 
many  subjects  -  from  tax  reform 
to  German  philosophy.  We  need 
'  a  good  book  about  his  books,  and 
still  more  a  discussion  of  his 
innumerable  articles.  which 
presented  constructive  answers  to 
many  problems  of  our  time  in 
economics,  defence,  foreign 
policy  and  much  more,  in  his 
uniquely  dear,  incisive  and 
sparkling  style.  This  is  done  at 
length  for  other  political  writers, 
but  avoided  only  in  Mosley's 
case 

BBC  and  media  conspiracies  to 
excuse,  or  vilify.  him  and  his 
ideas  from  1931  onwards  are 
briefly  indicated  even  by  Mr 
Jones,  who  seems  ncvcnJielcss  to 
ignore  Michael  Quill's 
convenient  collection  of 


Mosley  ’s  writings 
The  •  problem  for  Mosley’s 
opponents  long  after  his  death  is 
that  he  will  be  “proved  right" 
after  all,  while  they  and  their 
“system"  will  be  shown  up  for 
what  they  are  -  responsible  for  a 
national  mid  international  mess 
on  a  giant  scale.  It  suits  this  third- 
rate  political  class,  and  its 
financial  fiindmeisters.  to  portray 
this  great  man.  if  mentioned  at 
all.  merely  as  a  rich.  rude,  rough, 
totally  nasty  piece  of  work,  still  a 
dangerous  bogeyman  to  frighten 
anyone  independent  enough  to 
think  for  themselves  and  search 
his  writings  for  ideas  and 
inspiration  to  help  our  people  out 
of  the  swamp 

Only  some  nicely  primed 
illustrations  in  this  “long-overdue 
book"  provide  any  fresh  interest, 
though  the  picture  of  Mosley 
looking  at  a  railing  spike  -  one  of 
many  weapons  used  by  “innocent 
hecklers"  -  is  not  explained  for 
readers,  and  the  caption  for  his 
mammoth  meeting  at  Earls  Court 
puts  the  date  back  by  three  years 
A  detailed  page-after-page 
critique  of  this  booklet  could  be 
written,  but  it  is  hardly  worth  die 
trouble 

Charles  Winter 

Mosley 

By  Nigel  Jones 
Haus  Publishing 
ISBN:  1904347098 
£9.99. 


W.F.  Deedes. 
'Dear  Bill'  to 
his  Friends, 
now  in  his 
nineties  gives 
some  short, 
sharp 

snapshots  of 
headliners 
diverse  as 
Baldwin. 
Thatcher. 
Montgomery  and  Whitchouse 
Included  are  ten  pages  on 
Mosley  A  mixture  of  personal 
memories  dating  from  October 
1936  to  the  1970s  together  with  a 
dive  into  the  press  cuttings  to 
flesh  out  and  spice  up  the 
chapter  Mr  Deedes  is  not  a 
vindictive  man  and  does  give  a 
reasonably  fair  portrait  He  even 
allows  himself,  with  the  odd 
caveat  to  ponder  how  Mosley 
might  have  been  Prime  Minister 
Sentiments  expressed  so  many 
tiroes  in  print  that  the  real  pity  is 
that  the  movers  and  shakers  of 
the  time  did  not  back  Mosley 
when  it  mattered.  F.C. 

Brief  Lives 
By  W.F  Deedes 
Published  bv  Macmillan 
ISBN:  1405040858 
£  12.99 


Butier.  Marcos. 
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This  big 
book.  mostly 
about  several 
centuries  of 
protest  and 
rebellion  in 
our  country's 
capital, 
comes  from 
an  expert  on 
Gothic  horror  “literature''  at 
Middlesex  University  And  like 
the  rabbi's  proverbial  pork  pie, 
pans  of  it  are  interesting. 

Prof.  Bloom  reveals,  for  example, 
that  the  Bank  of  England's 
establishment  in  the  City  from 
1694  created  “a  new  world  of 


international  money"  distrusted 
by  ordinary  people,  with  critics 
complaining  that  immigrants  did 
well  out  of  it  “especially  those 
;  Huguenot  Spanish  Jews  and 
j  Dutch  merchants,  thirty  of  whom 
I  were  represented  in  1709  as 


stockholders" 

He  writes  at  length  on 
Communist  and  anarchist 
terrorism,  from  the  turn  of  the 
century  down  to  recent  years  of 
scum  like  the  Angry  Brigade. 
Among  the  worst  types  were 
asylum  seekers  from  Tsarist 
Russia,  some  of  whom  sent  the 
proceeds  of  their  robberies  to 
fellow-gangsters  led  by  l-cnin 
Readers  may  well  be  intrigued  by 
the  aliases  and  hide-outs  used  by 
these  murderous  criminals,  such 
as  Jakob  Peters  aka  Colven  aka 
Svorooff  —  who  eventually 
returned  “home"  to  help  run  the 
Bolshevik  secret  police. 

MOSLEY  NO!  MARX 
It  becomes  clear  all  along  that 
various  Marxists  have  been  the 
worst  instigators  of  political 
violence  in  England,  especially 
against  anyone  daring  to 
challenge  them  in  public  -  above 
all  Mosley,  the  "master  of  the 
mass  meeting"  who  “for  over 
thirty  years  remained  London's 
leading  street  orator  .  at  home 
among  the  disenchanted 
indigenous  white  working  class 
of  the  old  East  End"  and  always 
loyally  recognised  as  "one  of 
their  own" 

The  writer  quotes  the  admission 
by  the  Communist  Party 
manifesto  For  Soviet  Britain  that 
it  could  never  win  a  free  election 
to  Parliament,  requiring  instead 
its  “forceful"  overthrow,  while 
simultaneously  defaming  fascism 
as  a  monopoly  capitalist 
“weapon"  against  the  workers. 
The  author  notes  that  this  alien 
conspiracy  to  organise 
insurrection  and  impose  a  brutal 
dictatorship  was  always 

surreptitiously  funded  by 
Moscow  and  abetted  by 
dedicated  secret  agents,  unknown 
to  CPGB  rank-and-file  but 
cunningly  infiltrated  into 

important  positions 
In  face  of  abundant  evidence.  , 


j  inter-war  concern  about  links 
between  “red  revolution"  and 
certain  immigrants  can  no  longer 
be  dismissed  as  paranoid 
prejudice. 

The  1929  Wall  Street  crash 
triggered  a  drop  in  European 
industrial  activity  and  trade  by 
almost  a  third  in  two  years  It  was 
necessary  both  to  protect  this 
nation,  and  others,  against  chaos 
and  foreign  subversion,  and  to 
implement  social  reform 
programmes  at  once 
compassionate  and  realistically 
effective. 

This  explains  the  emergence  of 
British  Union,  whose 
membership  initially  outstripped 
and  so  alarmed  the  communists 
that  they  organised  one  futile 
attempt  after  another  to  suppress 
free  speech,  whether  by  “spitting 
obscenities"  at  women  members 
or  “sec  a  fascist,  bash  him".  If  a 
]  policeman  pulled  a  baton  at  their 
|  illegally  armed  “counter - 
1  demonstrations",  he  risked  being 
I  torn  to  pieces  (Phil  Pirulin, 
quoted  p.332).  The  author 
confirms  that  “Cable  Street”  was 
a  short-lived  mob-attack  on  brave 
bobbies  rather  than  a  battle  with 
blackshirts  and  the  “victory"  was 
“purely  mythic". 

British  Union,  of  course,  carried 
on  with  successful  often  quite 
undisturbed  meetings  and 
marches  in  London  and 
nationwide 

BLOOMERS 

Prof.  Bloom’s  questionable 
points  include  the  suggestion  that 
the  Krays  supported  the  BUT, 
and  that  Mosley  got  the  idea  of 
the  Thought-Deed  Statesman 
from  “occult  philosophy"  instead 
of  his  own  political  experiences 
and  his  study  of  great  achievers 
like  Caesar.  Chatham  and 
Rhodes.  The  writer  also  claims 
that  Paul  Hamlyn,  the  publisher, 
withdrew  support  from  Mosley 
after  he  was  funded  by  others 
“more  overtly  anti-Semitic"  like 
!  Lord  Nuffield,  who  surely 
escapes  that  description 
It  is  worse  nonsense  to  suggest 
dial  if  war  had  been  averted  and 
|  Mosley  voted  into  power,  he 
could  have  been  “pressured"  by 
insignificant  crackpots  like  the 
“anti-scmitic  camel  doctor" 
Arnold  Lecse  inlo  opening 
1  “extermination  camps"  -  or  into 
joining  a  German  military 
invasion  of  Russia,  both  actions 
completely  contrary  to  his  policy 
and  personality.  The  former  long¬ 
standing  problem  would  have 
been  solved  by  internationally 
guaranteed  Jewish  access  to  the 
Holy  Places.  plus  gradual 
resettlement  from  eastern  Europe 
into  a  large,  fertile,  temperate  and 
relatively  unpopulated  region  in 
Africa  under  their  own 
sovereignty. 

There  would  have  been  neither  a 


wartime  "holocaust"  nor  the 
continual  carnage  in  (he  Middle 
East- 

Prof  Bloom  comes  closer  to  the 
truth  when  he  writes:  “Mosley 
was  enthused  with  a  vision  of  a 
new  Britain,  with  first  and 
foremost  a  return  to  full 
employment  and  an  end  to 
industrial  decline".  He  had  “no 
intention  of  acting  as  an  agent  for 
Hiller"  and  “felt  the  future  of 
Britain  was  embodied  in  his  own 
personality".  In  short  Mosley 
was  “a  patriot". 

LONDON’S  IMMIGRATION 
MISERY 

When  this  “gothic  fiction"  expert 
gets  on  to  Mosley's  irrepressible 
comeback,  however,  he  slips  up 
attain.  Raven  Thomson,  for 
instance,  never  ‘Took  over" 
Union  Movement's  "leadership" 
Nor  did  Mosley  encourage  “anti- 
black  hate"  -  which  is  no  way  to 
describe  his  opposition,  from  the 
outset,  to  the  exploitation  of 
cheap  labour  from  the  tropics. 
His  critics  must  take 
responsibility  for  rcpopulating 
our  ancient  cities  with  third- 
world  communilies  of  different 
loyalties  and  incompatible 
religions.  And  where  was  hatred 
or  “racism”  in  restoring  West 
Indian  prosperity.  or  in 
preventing  through  Europe- 
Africa  -  the  disease,  starvation 
and  genocide  that  is  the  legacy 
solely  of  his  hypocritical 
enemies? 

Mosley  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Notting  Hill  riots  or  the 
“death  of  Kelso  Cochrane",  but 
obviously  could  hardly  he 
expected  to  close  down  the  North 
Kensington  branch  the  very 
moment  his  “jobs  in  Jamaica" 
and  “votes  nol  violence"  became 

locally  popular.  These  policies 
would  nol  have  prevented  the  far 
worse  crime,  disorder  and  dope- 
trade  at  subsequent  Notting  Hill 
“carnivals",  or  Brixton  “uprising", 
never  mind  all  the  rapping, 
mugging,  steaming,  stabbing  and 
shooting  that  exemplify  our  modern 
“multi-cultural  society". 

"What  added  to  problems  was  that 
immigrant  groups  were  seen  as  an 
intrusion  into  a  settled 
community",  writes  Prof  Bloom 
He  quotes  a  Metropolitan 
Commissioner  on  A  fro- Caribbean 
youths  who  engineer 

"confrontations"  with  policeman, 
and  on  the  “priority  to  restore  order 
in  such  areas"  But  that  was  over  20 
years  ago  -  before  the  police  were 
used  to  impose  a  “diversity 
agenda"  on  our  increasingly  crime 
and  vice-ridden  nation,  now  also 
beset  with  needlessly  imported 
“holy  warriors"  from  the  House  of 
Islam 

Notwithstanding  various  mistakes, 
the  author  deserves  thanks  for 
saying:  "Mosley  was  always 
attracted  to  Parliamentary  politics 


and  reasoned  argument.  He  was  an 
Englishman  steeped  in  the 
traditions  of  the  English  and  looked 
back  to  his  family’s  origins  in  the 
Tudor  Period  .  the  quintessence 
of  the  English  spirit" 

Despite  scattered,  sometimes 
amusing  inaccuracies,  though  also 
serious  accusations  -  such  as 
Column  88  being  set  up  with 
government  security-service  help  - 
this  volume  may  entertain  some 
Comrade  subscribers.  Its  photos  of 
a  Mosley  march  and  Jeffrey  Hamm, 
provided  by  (wail  for  it) 
Searchlight  magazine,  are  actually 
not  bad,  and  anyway  you  could 
always  use  this  weighty  tome  as  a 
doorstop. 

Jennifer  Cuchrane 
Violent  London 

by  Give  Bloom 

Published  by  Sidgwick  and  Jackson 

ISBN  0-283-07310-1 

£18.99 


PULITZER  PULLS 
ITS  PUNCHES 

In  1932,  the  American  Pulitzer 
Prize  was  awarded  to  Walter 
Durantv.  a  British  foreign 
correspondent  and  slavish 
apologist  for  Joseph  Stalin. 
Recently  a  campaign  was 
launched  to  strip  him  of  this 
prestigious  prize  on  the  basis  of 
his  suppressing  the  story  of  the 
Ukrainian  famine  that  took  seven 
million  lives. 

After  a  review,  the  Pulitzer 
Committee  decided  he  could 
keep  the  award  as  “no  convincing 
evidence  of  deliberate  deception 
existed" 

What  constitutes  evidence? 

The  ever  increasing  flow  of  hard 
facts  emerging  from  Soviet 
innermost  archives. 

Contemporary  journalists 

knowing  him  to  be  a  liar.  Even 
the  New  York  Tunes,  his  one 
time  employer,  called  for  his 
award  to  be  rescinded 
Just  recall  this  story  when  the 
next  Pulitzer  Prize  is  awarded 
What  is  its  real  worth? 


Honest  Truth 

A  well-established  fact  was  the 

amount  of  lime  Mosley  devoted 

to  questions  at  his  public 

meetings.  During  one  such 

session  he  was  asked 

“What  k  your  definition  of 

politics” 

Sir  Oswald  replied,  “Personally  I 
always  prefer  the  simple 
statement,  the  art  of  human 
happiness'.  It  is  an  art  of  which 
we  must  all  devote  ourselves  in 
an  effort  to  practice  it  with  more 
success  that  in  recent  times  " 
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MOSLEY  BEING  INTERVIEWED  FOR  AMERICAN 
TELEVISION  IN  A  FAIRER  AND  UJSS  VINDICTIVE  TIME 


TELEVIEW 

BETRAYAL! 

OSW  ALD  MOSLEY, 
THE  ENGLISH 
FI  HRER 

W  hat  to  makr  of  the  latest 
television  tirade? 

The  title  gives  the  clue  and  sets 
the  agenda.  Then,  the  problem  of 
actually  making  the  documentary 
to  fit  'preconceived  'facts'. 
Another  title:  THIS 

PROGRAMME  INCLUDES  RE¬ 
ENACTMENTS.  that  run  for 
over  a  third  of  the  total.  Add  to 
this  some  talking  heads,  a 
sprinkling  of  old  newsreel  and 
Hey  Presto!  Yet  another 
mangling  of  the  Mosley  story  hits 
the  screen. 

The  aim  of  the  documentary  was 
to  portray  the  Mosleys  as  traitors 
beholden  to  Germany.  Loaded 
sentences  such  as  "Mosley 
played  the  patriot"  ...  "Lead 
him  down  the  path  to  treason" 
...  "Would  combine  to  drive 
him  into  the  camp  of  Nazism 
and  Hitler’s  Third  Reich"  ... 

Birkett  was  unable  to  catch 
Mosley  out  on  anything 
remotely  treasonable,  be  was 
too  devious". 

Having  failed  to  prove  the 
accusation.  Diana  Mosley  was 
invoked  as  Sir  Oswald's  conduit 
to  Hitler.  "Diana  Guinness  had 
more  Machiavellian 

objectives".  The  well  known 
facts  of  Diana's  involvement  in. 
raising  money  for  the  British 
Union  by  attempting  to  establish 
a  radio  station  of  light  music,  was 
turned  into  a  sinister  plot  to 
broadcast  political  propaganda 
from  German  soil. 


Sentences  like  "The  Mitfords 
were  just  a  filthy  rich  old 
English  family"  ...  "He  made  a 
politically  advantageous 

marriage  to  Lady  Cynthia 
C  urron",  predictably  turn  up. 


Recreated  bedroom  scenes  were 
equally  matched  in 

distasicfiilness  by  showing 
Mosley  in  handcuffs.  Unity 
walking  in  a  park,  putting  a  gun 
to  her  head,  hearing  a  gunshot 


and  seeing  her  fall  to  the  ground. 
William  Joyce's  flight  to 
Germany  when  war  was 
inevitable  missed  out  the  fact  that 
Mosley  had  expelled  him  in  April 
1937.  One  of  the  most 
extraordinary  twists  to  a  well- 
known  story  concerned  Cable 
Street,  when  police  advised 
Mosley  to  abandon  his  East  End 
march.  Compliance  with  this 
request  was  taken  as  "Mosley 
had  backed  away  from  the 
most  tempting  offer  destiny 
would  ever  give  him".  A 
question  of  damned  if  you  do. 
damned  if  you  don’t  The  post¬ 
war  years  were  quickly  disposed 
of  without  mention  of  the  grand 
design  of  Europe  a  Nation. 

How  do  these  programmes  get 
produced?  A  better  question 
might  be  why  arc  these 
programmes  produced.  The 
singular  answer  is  to  reinforce 
stereotypes  and  at  all  costs 
associate  Mosley  and  the  British 
Union  with  Germany  and  all  that 
implies.  The  known  fact  that 
Mosley  only  met  Hitler  a  couple 
of  times  and  did  not  care  for  him, 
docs  not  sit  well  with  the 
stcreotypers.  Now  that  Diana 
Mosley  has  passed  on.  a  new 
freedom  opens  up  to  defame 
w  ithout  fear  of  legal  proceedings. 
As  government  papers  arc 
released  into  the  public  domain,  a 
raft  of  new  generation 
researchers  and  writers  who  trade 
in  truth  and  refuse  to  rely  on 
manufactured  half-truths  is 
emerging.  A  more  honest  picture 
is  being  built  and  without  doubt 
continues  to  strengthen  the 
rightness  of  Mosley’s  cause. 

Felix  Ban Herman 

FOR  ONSCREEN  TRUTH: 
www.oswaldmoslcv.com 


To  destroy  the  premise  of  the  programme  that  Mosley  w  as  a  traitor 
and  would"  have  become  “The  English  Euhrer*  is  not  difficult. 
Hansard,  the  official  record  of  Parliament  for  I0111  December  1940 
records  the  following.  Ricliard  R.  Stokes  M.P.  spoke  of  a 
conversation  between  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  and  Norman  Birkett: 

Sir  Osw  aid:  "There  appear  to  be  two  grounds  for  detaining  us  —  ( I )  A 
suggestion  that  we  are  traitors  who  would  take  up  arms  and  fight  w  ith 
the  Germans  if  they  landed,  and  (2)  that  our  propaganda  undermines 
the  civilian  morale.” 

Mr  Birkett  replied:  "Speaking  for  myself,  you  can  entirely  dismiss 
the  first  suggestion." 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley:  "  Then  I  can  only  assume  that  we  have  been 
detained  because  of  our  campaign  in  favour  of  negotiated  peace." 

Mr  Norman  Birkett:  Yes,  Sir  Oswald,  that  is  the  case." _ 


“Is  every  politician  who  opposes  a  war  during  its  progress  of  necessity  a 
traitor?  If  so,  Chatham  was  a  traitor  and  Burke  and  Fox  especially;  and  in 
later  times  Cobden  and  Bright  and  even  Mr.  Chamberlain  (Joseph),  all  these 
were  traitors.” 

Mr,  Lloyd  George  on  politicians  who  oppose  wars  speaking  at  Oxford  in  19QQ.  _ 

What  Mosley  Really  Thought  and  Wrote 
On  “Crimes  against  Humanity" 

“The  ill-treatment  of  the  powerless  and  weak  has  always  seemed  to  me  the  most 
despicable  of  vices  and  I  have  given  effect  to  this  view  in  repeated  battles  against  various 
bullies  throughout  my  political  life  ...  My  every  instinct  is  against  the  covertly  organised 
bullying,  the  cowardly  tyranny  of  the  loutish  gaoler  over  a  defenceless  prisoner  ...  I  cite 
the  case  of  atrocities  committed  by  the  British  Government  in  India  and  Ireland,  of  w  hich 
I  had  definite  know  ledge  because  I  collected  the  evidence  to  oppose  British  Government  in 
Parliament.  Since  then  distinguished  men  have  averred  that  similar  things  have  been  done 
in  Cyprus  and  Kenya  ...  Honour,  truth  and  manly  restraint  are  not  only  necessary  as  in 
the  past  but  more  than  ever  essential.”  Europe:  Faith  and  Plan  (1958). 
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MOSLEY’S  LAST  STREET  MEETING  IN  BETHNAL  GREEN 


MOSLEY  SPEAKS  IN  WOOD 
CLOSE  BETHNAL  GREEN  ON 
SUNDAY  12™  SEPTEMBER 
1965. 

For  years  Union  Movement  sites 
for  Mosley’s  outdoor  Bethnal 
Green  meetings  were  situated  in 
the  working  class  stronghold 
around  Hereford  Street,  Wood 
Close  and  Kerbela  Street.  All 
adjacent  to  the  traditional 
Cheshire  street  Sunday  morning 
market.  The  absolute  epicentre  of 
genuine  cast  end  life.  A  world 
away  from  the  tourist  trap  of 
Petticoat  Lane. 

Unlike  outdoor  venues  such  as 
Trafalgar  Square  that  needed 
booking,  and  approval  by  the 
Police  the  siting  of  street 
meetings,  while  known  to  the 
authorities  could  not  be 
guaranteed.  The  imported  ‘local’ 
opposition  often  attempted  to 
trump  pre-arranged  Union 
Movement  sites  by  setting  up 
filibusling  rival  meetings 
sometimes  24  hours  prior  to  the 
advertised  Mosley  meeting. 
Possession  in  these  cases  was  ten 
tenths  of  the  law. 

Blackshirts  made  of  sterner  stuff 
countered  this  annoyance  by 
advertising  the  meetings  as 


taking  place  in  'Cheshire  Street' 
which  gave  the  organisers  a  wide 
choice  of  well  known  side  streets 
to  set  up  the  speaker  equipment  a 
couple  of  hours  prior  to  Mosley’s 
arrival. 

On  Sunday  I2U|  September  1965. 
Harry  Green  of  the  Yellow  Star 
Movement  had  occupied  a  pitch 
in  Hereford  Street  in  an  attempt 
to  thwart  UM’s  planned  Mosley 
meeting.  An  ‘old  Mosleyite’ 
takes  up  the  story.  'Keith  Gibson 
and  I  set  out  about  9.30am  from 
UM  s  National  Headquarters  in 
Victoria  arriving  at  Wood  Close 
at  about  10.15  to  set  up  the  loud 
speaker  equipment.  Earlier  that 
day  (4.30am)  a  couple  of  our  lads 
had  been  sent  down  to  secure  the 
pitch  by  starting  a  token  meeting. 
The  Tannov  amplifier  was 
powered  by  a  massive  batch  of 
accumulators  in  the  van.  The  lads 
meanwhile  continued  holding  the 
meeting  and  started  to  use  the 
battery  powered  loud  hailer. 
After  a  few  minutes  they  fitted  up 
the  stand  and  Keith  Gibson 
opened  the  meeting.  Five  minutes 
into  his  speech  the  accumulators 
shorted!  No  power  at  all. 

For  the  next  half  an  hour,  while 
Keith  struggled  to  get  the 
equipment  going.  opening 
speakers  kept  on  standing  astride 
him  as  he  lay  lull  length  in  the 
van. 


QNLY  THE  LONELY.  A  SPOILER  MEETING  ORGANISED  BY 
THE  YELLOW  STAR  MOVEMENT  IN  A  FORLORN  ATTEMPT 
TO  STOP  MOSLEY  SPEAKING 

Eventually  he  gave  up  and  O.M.,  deliberate  influx  of  immigrants  to 
when  he  arrived,  had  to  use  a  help  hold  down  wages  with  a 

portable  loud  hailer.  While  the  pool  of  cheap  labour.  Union 

struggle  with  the  PA  equipment  Movements  humane  policy  of 

was  going  on  I  grabbed  half  a  repatriation  to  good  homes  and 

dozen  members  -  gave  them  an  jobs  in  their  homelands.  Making 

Honour  Standard  each  and  lined  a  strong  statement  to  keep  Britain 

them  up  in  two  horizontal  rows  out  of  Vietnam  where  no  British 

of  three  -  the  last  appearance  of  interest  was  involved 
the  standards  at  an  O.M.  meeting.  The  meeting  itself  went  well. 

His  speech  as  always  touched  on  Mosley’s  speech  was  as.  usual 

the  current  situation.  The  failure  inspiring  with  no  opposition, 

of  the  Labour  Government  only  O.M.  then  walked  with  a  section 

kept  in  office  by  loans  from  of  the  crowd  to  the  Blade  Bone 

international  bankers  creating  public  house  to  share  a  convivial 

unemployment  as  the  only  means  pint  with  his  supporters, 

of  solving  the  balance  of  As  a  friend  remarked:  'we  don’t 

payments  problem.  The  say  we  have  always  been  right  - 


MOSLEY  PAUSES  OUTSIDE  HIE  BLADE  BONE  PUBLIC: 


but  you  tell  us  when  we  have 
been  wrong!’  llnkonwn  at  the 
time,  this  was  to  be  the  last 
occasion  that  Mosley  spoke  at  a 
pre-ads  ertised  outdoor  Sunday 
morning  East  End  meeting 
He  returned  the  next  year  to  fight 
in  the  General  Election  and  used 
a  loud  speaker  van  in  a  rolling 
programme  of  unselected  stops  to 
address  the  electorate  together 
with  the  more  set  piece  indoor 
meeting  but  B.G.  never  again 
heard  his  voice  echoing  along 
Cheshire  Street.  A  loss  to  us  all. 


HOUSE  TO  CHAT  TO  SUPPORTERS, 


IMMIGRATION: 

Destruction  or  Construction? 


“We  are  losing  our  culture,  and  successive  polls 
shown  that  80  per  cent  of  the  public  want  to  see 
much  tougher  immigration  controls  ...  The 
Government  responds  with  spin.  It  constantly 
repeats  that,  with  a  declining  and  ageing  population, 
we  need  immigration  to  provide  skilled  and 
unskilled  immigrants  to  build  our  economy  - 
immigrants  who  contribute  more  to  the  public  purse 
than  they  cost.  Neither  of  these  propositions  is  true" 

—  Sir  Andrew  Green,  Daily  Telegraph  (24  February  2004). 


“Our  wage-prices  mechanism  will  level  up  wages 
and  conditions  in  similar  industries  throughout 
Europe,  and  on  that  sound  basis  will  then  raise 
wages,  salaries,  pensions  and  the  general  condition 
of  life.  You  will  see  no  movement  of  population 
from  one  country  to  another  seeking  work  once  you 
have  established  that  system.  Until  then, 
immigration  will  be  controlled  ...  Our  concept  ol 
European  Union  does  not  involve  a  rootless 
cosmopolitanism" 

-  Sir  Oswald  Mosley.  Right  or  Wrong?  (September  1961 ) 
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HUMBUG  OVER  DRESDEN 


By  Paul  Collins 


DRESDEN.  BACK  TO  YEAR  ZERO 


This  year  tlic  “Holocaust" 
commemoration  -  a  recent  and  if 
wire-pullers  and  fixers  have  their 
way.  obligatory  penitential  date 
in  the  Western  calendar  —  was 
followed  almost  at  once  by  the 
60u'  anniversary  of  the  aerial 
destruction  of  Dresden 
The  distaste  with  which  some 
participants  in  the  remembrance 
of  the  first  anticipated  the  second 
was  palpable.  And  the  contrast 
between  how  these  two  terrible 
events  were  remembered, 
presented  and  commented  upon 
was  as  intellectually  dishonest  as 
it  was  predictable. 

“The  Holocaust"  -  defined  as  the 
premeditated  killing  of  six 
million  Jews  by  the  Nazis  -  was 
a  term  unknown  until  the  late 
1960s.  Neither  Churchill  or 
Eisenhower  referred  to  it  in  their 
memoirs  which  is  curious  since 
publication  came  within  a  few 
years  of  the  event 
In  fact  the  feverish  intensity  with 
which  “The  Holocaust”  is  a  now 
orchestrated  and  commemorated 
increases  in  proportion  to  the 
distance  separating  it  from  the 
present,  an  inversion  of  normal 
experience.  And  what  is 
“commemorated"  and  the  subject 
of  a  flood-tide  of  books, 
television  documentaries,  articles 
and  Hollywood  movies  is  this: 
that  the  Nazis  had  a  programme 
to  exterminate  the  Jewish  race, 
and  got  so  far  as  to  murder  Six 
Million,  most  in  the  gas 
chambers  of  the  concentration 
camps. 

Only  a  crackpot  or  moral 
dysfunctional  disputes  that  vast 
number,  of  Jews  were  vilely 
treated  by  the  Nazis,  and  that 
many  were  murdered  or  lost  their 
lives  through  ill-treatment  (the 
revisionist  explanation  for  camp 
deaths  and  the  familiar  and 
harrowing  newsreel  films  of  the 
liberated  survivors  is  typhus, 
which  swept  much  of  (iermany 
near  the  end  of  the  war| 

Bui  question  certain  details, 
above  all  the  “Six  Million" 
figure,  and  the  existence  of 
homicidal  gas  chambers  and  you 
become  a  “Holocaust  Denier”,  an 
intellectual,  political  or  social 
pariah  And  if  you  happen  to  live 
in  Germany.  France  or  Canada, 
you  will  be  persecuted  and  jailed 
without  a  word  of  criticism  in  the 
British  press  and  media 
You  are  free  to  deny  the 
existence  of  God  the  Blair  junta 
actually  plans  to  introduce 
atheism  to  the  school  religious 
curriculum  -  bul  noi  the  tenets  of 
“The  Holocaust.  What  the 
subsequently  witch-hunted 


Jewish  academic  Norman 
Finkclstcin  terms  “The  Holocaust 
Industry”,  and  Jewish  historian 
Alfred  Lilicnthall 

“Holocaustomania”  has  acquired 
the  status  of  an  enforced  secular 
religion  demanding  unthinking 
assent.  More  than  this;  it  is  now 
the  Instant  Response  weapon  of 
the  multiculturalists.  diversity 
dervishes  and  gleeful 

dcstructionists  Stand  up  tor  our 
national  identity.  voice 

opposition  to  immigration  and 
bogus  asylum  seekers,  and  the 
knee-jerk  reaction  is  assured  - 
“Remember  the  Holocaust!”  Yet 
if  this  Orwellian  dogma  had  been 
in  place  in  say  1948.  we  would 
have  had  to  accept  as  “facts”  the 
following: 

I  hat  the  Nazis  gassed  the  Jews  at 
Dachau.  Buchenwald  and  other 
concentration  camps  inside 
Germany  proper,  that  four 
million  were  gassed  at 
Auschwitz-Birkcnua  and  another 
I.S  million  at  Majdanck.  that 
Jews  were  also  exterminated  by 
electricity  and  steam  as  well  as 
gas.  from  the  corpses  were 
manufactured  lampshades  and 
soap. 

All  these  “facts”  have  since  been 
quietly  dismissed  or  abandoned  - 
the  myths  endure  of  course  -  and 
it  is  on  Auschwitz  that  “The 
Holocaust''  event  is  now  centred 
and  focused.  But  inquire  whether 
the  scale  of  the  horror  is 
compatible  with  the  technical 
practicalities  and  logistics,  point 
out  that  of  the  200  autopsies 
conducted  out  by  the  Americans 
none  revealed  death  by  gassing, 
that  certain  “eye  witness” 
testimonies  arc  unsustainable  or 
plain  fanciful,  that  Moscow  has 
admitled  that  the  “show  piece" 
crematorium  at  Auschwitz  was  in 
fact  built  by  the  Russians  in  1948 
and  passed  off  and  still 
universally  accepted  -  as 
authentic 

Raise  these  and  similar  points 
and  you  arc  in  deep  trouble  or  a 
prison  cell  (in  Canada  in  the 
chilling  ease  of  Ernst  ZundcL  for 
two  years  without  charge  or  due 
legal  process,  minus  a  simple 
tabic,  in  solitary  confinement  and 
with  an  electric  light  burning  24 
hours  a  day).  Intervention  from 
Amnesty  International.  civil 
rights  organisations  or  what  now 
passes  for  an  independent 
Canadian  judiciary.  You  jest 
It  should  hardly  need  saying  that 
the  terrible  issue  of  life  and  death 
in  the  Nazi  concentration  camps 
should  be  open  to  the  rigours  of 
normal  historical  enquiry  .  Claim 
this  however  and  you  book  hot 


coals  on  your  head  and 
reputation  Immunity  from 
scholarly  inquiry  and  as  much  as 
a  single  distressing  voice  is  what 
the  all  hectoring  and  bullying 
Holocaust  Industry  demands  and 
is  getting. 

In  all  this  it  is  aided  and  abetted 
by  court  historians,  me-too 
politicians,  the  compliant,  lazy 
and  fraudulent  who  -  with  the 
rabid  EU  Stasi  PC  enforcers  now 
in  foil  pursuit  arc  imposing  on 
nations  claiming  the  values  of 
intellectual  freedom 
Compare  this  with  the  bombing 
of  Dresden.  While  Die  Holocaust 
is  played  up.  Dresden  is  played 
down.  Never  Forget  is  replaced 
with  Never  Remember.  While  the 
Six  Million  figure  is  held  to  be 
inviolable  -  and  acceptance 
legally  binding  —  Dresden's 
quantifiable  agony  is  the  subject 
of  endless  debate,  downscaling 
carried  oul  with  a  freedom  and 
abandon  which  if  applied  to 
details  of  The  Holocaust  would 
result  in  persecution  and 
prosecution.  Dresden's  suffering 
is  minimized  and  skated  over,  the 
underlying  message  that  its 
citizens  asked  for  it.  that  the 
whole  issue  is  tiresome,  an 
affront  to  received  notions  of 
rightness  that  the  only  good 
Germans  were  dead  Germans 
What  follows  is  not  in  dispute.  _ 


On  St  Valentine’s  Day  eve  1945, 
2000  RAF  bombers  dropped  over 
3000  high  explosives  and 
650.000  incendiary  bombs  - 
firebombs  -  on  the  inner  core  of 
this  “Florence  of  the  North.”  An 
undefended  city  the  size  of 
Liverpool  into  which  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  refugees  were 
fleeing  from  Stalin's  advancing 
armies  Three  hours  later  came  a 
second  wave,  half  the  bombload 
dropping  on  the  centre  of  the 
conflagration.  Ihc  remainder 
falling  around  the  edge  of  the 
firestorm  now  consuming  the 
citizens  of  Dresden  by  ihe  tens  of 
thousands 

The  intense  heat  caused  by  these 
huge  columns  of  smoke  and 
flames  miles  high  and  thousands 
of  acres  in  area,  caused  a 
tremendous  updrafl  of  air  at  the 
base,  and  into  it  surrounding 
fresh  air  rushed  at  speeds  thirty 
times  that  of  a  tornado.  And  in 
this  real  Holocaust,  men.  women, 
children  and  animals  were  swept 
into  the  inferno. 

After  these  attacks  had  subsided 
rescue  workers  found  even  in  the 
shelters  nothing  but  the  liquefied 
remains  of  humanity,  in  many 
cases  death's  agony  increased  by 
the  affect  of  phosphorous  bombs 
dropped  in  defiance  of 
international  law  Women  and 
children  who  threw  themselves  , 
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Humbug  Oxer  Dresden  continued 

into  fountains  were  instantly 
boiled  to  death 

I  hen  a  third  wave,  this  time  450 
American  Flying  Fortresses 
opened  their  bays  over  what  48 
hours  earlier  had  been  a  fairytale 
city  ol‘  spires  and  cobbled  streets 
It  is  said  Dresden's  destruction 
was  vindicated  by  the  city's 
factories  and  communications 
systems,  critical  to  the  (ierman 
war  effort-  And  -  here  that  last 
card  of  the  apologist  and  self- 
appointed  moral  high-grounder 
carried  out  at  Stalin's  request  and 
agreed  by  Churchill  and 
Roosevelt  at  Yalta  Suppose  that 
something  comparable  had  been 
done  to  Athens  and  then  justified 
by  the  (iermans  on  the  grounds 
that  the  firebombing  had  been 
requested  by  Mussolini’ 

The  claims  of  strategic  necessity 
arc  to  say  the  least  contentious 
Moore  significantly  they  ignore 
or  obscure  the  bigger  picture 
within  which  Dresden  -  far  from 
being  a  one-off  -  was  part  of  an 
established  pattern  of  British  area 
bombing  instigated  by  Churchill 
in  late  1940  —  well  in  advance  of 
comparable  German  attacks  on 
Britain  -  and  put  in  place  by  Air 
Marshals  Sir  Charles  Portal  and 
Arthur  Harris. 

Portal  and  Harris  argued  that  the 
mam  objective  of  night-time 
blanket  bombing  was  not  the 
destruction  of  military  or 
industrial  targets  but  the 
undermining  of  civilian  morale 
Portal  in  particular  was  keen  that 
entire  cities  and  towns  should  be 
wiped  out.  As  a  result  all  C ierman 
towns  and  cities  above 
population  of  50.000  were 
destroyed  from  50  to  80  per  cent. 
Some  were  selected  -  the  cynical 
strategic  term  was  "browning”  - 
because  they  were  largely  timber 
built  and  would  lire  easily  What 
was  targeted  in  Dresden  were  not 
factories  or  rail  yards  but 
Dresden  itself,  carpet  bombed  - 
to  use  a  US  phrase  in  the 
Vietnam  war  -  “Buck  into  the 
Stone  Age”.  Estimates  of  German 
civilian  deaths  range  from 
600.000  to  two  million,  and 
Bomber  Commands  losses  not  far 
short  of  59,000 

After  the  War  Churchill 
characteristically  w'ipcd  his 
hands,  hid  behind  "Bomber 
Harris"  -  much  loved  by  his 
airmen  and  declined  to  honour 
the  extraordinary  brave  crews  of 
Bomber  ( ommand  he  had 
ordered  out  on  dangerous  and 
sometimes  as  here,  strategically 
questionable  missions.  Were 
Churchill.  Hams  and  Portal  "war 
criminals”?  I  hold  no  view,  but 
had  they  been  Germans  would  we 
have  doubted  their  Nuremberg 
fate? 


Looks  Familiar? 


in  the  wake 
STIU  M  S  of  must 

BRITISH  rcad 
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such 

Montefiorev 

H  4^  Stalin  the 
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Applebaum's 
Gulag  a  history  of  the  Soviet 
Camps  and  Bayfield's  Stalin  and 
hiv  Hangmen,  comes  a  slimmer 
but  no  less  important  volume. 
Stalin's  British  Victims  by 
Francis  Beckett 

This,  yet  again,  exposes  the  true 
worth  of  the  world  w  ide  criminal 
conspiracy  known  as  the 
Communist  Party  Ihe  ever 
increasing  accessibility  of  the 
Soviet  archives  means  that 
writers  who  until  recently  had 
only  one  perspective  of  a  story 
can  often  produce  a  more 
rounded  picture  by  a  trip  to 
Moscow  visiting  the  Centre  for 
the  Preservation  of  Documents 
What  sends  a  shudder  down  this 
reviewers  spine  is  that  Beckett's 
book  centres  on  four  English 
women  "as  English  as  fish  and 
chips  as  familiar  in  our  capital  as 
Piccadilly  Circus"  who.  for 
various  reasons,  embraced  the 
Soviet  cause  to  the  extent  of 
deciding  to  live  the  idealistic 
dream  first  hand.  One  was  shot, 
one  nearly  died  as  a  slave 
labourer  and  two  saw  their 
husbands  dragged  away  to  the 
Gulag.  Another  amazing 
revelation  is  lhal  the  KGB  holds 
no  fewer  than  1.500  files  on 
British  (presumably  fellow 
traveller)  Citizens,  certainly  the 
basis  for  a  wider  ranging  book 
In  Andrew  Roberts'  Daily  Mail 
review  he  says  “What  is  so 
shocking  about  the  book  is  how  it 
exposes  so  clearly  the  tendency 
of  the  British  Ixff-Liberul 
intelligentsia  to  white  wash  out  of 
memory  the  torture,  execution 
and  slaughter  of  tens  of  millions 
...  Ihe  greatest  genocide  of  all 
time 

Comrade  rests  itv  cave 

W.H. 

Stalin's  British  Victims 
By  Francis  Beckett 
Sutton  Publishing 
ISBN:  0  7509-32-23-6 
£20.0(1 


Anyone  visiting  Singapore  with  only  a  modicum  of  political 
awareness  must  be  struck  by  the  similarity  of  the  ruling  Peoples 
Action  Party's  symbol  of  a  Hash  and  circle  and  British  Unions 
lighting  Hash  of  Action  within  a  circle  of  unity 

Now  the  truth  is  out 


CURRENT  SYMBOL  OF  11 II 
PEOPLES  ACTION  PAR  IN'  IN 
SINGAPORE 


nil-  BRrnsn  union  — 

UNION  MOVEMENTS  PLASH 
AND  CJRCI  SYMIR  >1. 


In  a  recent  interview  Lee  Kuan  Yew,  founding  Prime  Minister  of 
modem  day  Singapore  and  now  “Minister  Mentor"  of  the  small  but 
vibrant  republic  admiLs  that  his  party  's  symbol  was  inspired  by  the 
well  known  British  Union  logo  “I  was  aware  of  it!”  he  says  “  It  was 
a  decision  made  at  the  time  when  we  were  all  young  revolutionaries 
and  were  greatly  influenced  by  the  thinking  and  the  mood  of  the 
time”  At  that  time,  Lee  was  a  student  at  Cambridge  University 
studying  l.aw 

The  famous  B.U.  symbol  was  embraced  after  the  war  by  Mosley's 
Union  Movement.  What  is  known  is  that  Sir  Oswald  was  regularly 
invited  to  speak  at  schools  and  universities,  including  Cambridge 
The  intriguing  thought  is  did  Lee  Kuan  Yew  attend  these  meetings  or 
perhaps  meet  Sir  Oswald.  Some  slight  tinkering  with  the  symbol  can 
be  noted.  The  P.A  P  version  is  less  angled  with  the  boh  of  lighting 
being  coloured  red  and  the  circle  a  deep  blue,  lee  goes  onto  say  "It's 
a  recognised  brand  in  Singapore  and  it  would  be  foolish  to  change  it. 
We  would  have  to  pay  a  brand  consultant  millions  of  dollars  to  create 
a  new  one. 

Friends  of  Mosley  are  flattered  by  such  endorsement.  Perhaps 
further  research  might  reveal  some  embracing  of  policies  which  led  a 
backward  corner  of  the  Far  East  becoming  such  a  dvnamic  stole  t.B 
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COMRADE 


PASSING  OF  A  PATRIOT 


Still  turning  above  his  home  in 
the  Suffolk  countryside,  a  flash 
and  circle  weather  vane  proudly 
proclaiming  the  faith  of  old 
comrade.  Ronald  Creasy  who 
has  died.  A  man  of  strong 
character  who  wholeheartedly 
embraced  the  pre-war  Mosley 
doctrine  and  remained  loyal 
despite  considerable  vicissitudes 
to  the  end 

JUSTICE  FOR  Al.l. 
Ronald's  stirrings  of 
revolutionary  spirit  first  surfaced 
during  the  General  Strike  of 
1926.  Being  a  young  landowning 
farmer  he  was  by  natural 
selection  a  Conservative.  His 
considerable  horse  riding  skills 
led  to  him  being  approached  by 
the  local  constabulary  to  help 
'keep  order'  by  accompanying 
mounted  police  officers  in  nearby 
Ipswich.  In  evaluating  cause  and 
effect  he  found  himself  refusing 
an  all  expenses  paid  quasi  police 
role.  As  he  later  recalled  ‘In  a 
sudden  surge,  I  found  my 
sympathies  were  entirely  with  the 
strikers  and  that  I  could  not  in 
any  way  ad  against  them'. 

The  following  years  saw  Ronald 
join  such  ventures  as  English 
Array  and  English  Mystery  well 
meaning  but  hopeless  groups 
totally  forgotten  today  He  then 
became  aware  of  Mosley  and  his 
struggle.  Typically.  after 
‘devouring'  all  available 
literature  he.  by  appointment, 
went  to  London  and  met  Mosley. 
The  outcome  of  this  meeting  of 
minds  was  a  new  British  Union 
branch  in  Eye.  Suffolk  with 
Ronald  becoming  Distrid 
Leader.  He  later  recalled  “I  knew 
that  once  I  came  into  the  open  it 
would  put  no  link  sacrifice  on 
my  family.  The  sharp  division  on 
one  sphere  of  life  by  linking 
myself  to  Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
rising  phoenix  like  from  the  dust 
of  a  worn  out  system".  He  soon 
went  on  to  establish  a  number  of 
satellite  branches  all  with  a 
strong  and  loyal  core 
membership. 


LANDMARK  YEARS 

His  energy  was  prodigious.  He 
became  the  first  eleded  British 
Union  councillor,  later  the 
Blackshirt  Parliamentary 

Candidate  for  the  constituency  of 
Eye.  Because  of  the  war  the  1940 
election  became  ‘the  eledion  that 
never  was' 

Thanks  to  a  sympathetic  editor  he 
wrote  a  weekly  column  ‘British 
Union  Topics’  in  Ihe  North 
Suffolk  Messenger’  appealing  to 
tlie  agricultural  community  and 
he  took  a  stand  at  the  Annual 
Royal  Norfolk  Agricultural 
Show  His  greatest  coup  was  to 
invite  Sir  Oswald  to  speak  at  Eye 
Town  Hall .  He  recalled  'prior  to 
the  meeting  Mosley  dined  at  my 
nearby  house  after  which  he 
walked  mto  the  garden  where  we 
discussed  philosophical  thoughts 
at  great  length.  We  suddenly 
became  aware  of  the  Town  Hall 
clock  in  the  valley  striking  the 
hour.  It  made  us  five  minutes  late 
for  the  meeting'.  The  Town  Hall 
was  packed  with  loud  speakers 
hastily  set-up  outside  to 
accommodate  the  overflow. 
Many  more  members  were 
recruited  because  of  that  meeting 

UMI  SI  mil  K 
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One  a  Member  of  hr 
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NEWSPAPER  REPORT  <5p 
|  CREASY'S  ARREST 

A  TESTING  TIME 
In  1940  the  blow  fell.  Arrest  like 
so  many  others  under  the 
infamous  I8B  law.  The  British^ 
Union  destroyed.  On  release,  he 
returned  to  farming.  'Digging  for 
Victory’.  But  he  never  once 
wavered  in  his  support  for 
Mosley,  later  embracing  the  new 
concept  of  the  European  Union. 
He  wrote  articles  endorsing  the 
policy  for  UNION  and  ACTION 
newspapers,  attend  meetings, 
dinners  and  socials  where  the 
long-term  friendship  with  Sir 
Oswuld  was  regularly  renewed. 
In  more  recent  times  he 
supported  Friends  of  Mosley,  and 
often  spoke  at  their  gatherings 
Ronald  Creasy  never  gave  up 
Despite  an  advanced  age  just  six 
weeks  prior  to  his  death  he  spoke 
about  bridleways  being  damaged 
by  the  current  craze  of  quad  bikes 
and  four  wheel  drives. 

In  a  packed  church,  warm 
tributes  from  ail  parts  of  the 
political  spectrum  were  paid.  We 
pay  tribute  to  a  true  Mosley  man 
and  add  our  sympathies  of  loss  to 
his  family. 


RONALD  CREASY  (A  RECENT  PICTURE) 


oKIIISH  Ul 

AGPICULTURAI  KOnOKlC 

MOSLEYS  POLICY- THE 

COME  I*  AHO  TALA  fT 


RON/VU)  CREASY  (ON  THE  LEFT)  TALKING  TO  HIS 
DISTRICT  TREASURER  GEORGE  HOGGARTH  AND  FELLOW 
MEMBERS  OUTSIDE  THE  BRITISH  UNION  STAND  AT  THE 
ROYAL  NORFOUC  AGRICULTURAL  SHOW  IN  JUNE  1939 


ReJNALD  CREASY  !N  CONVERSATION  WITH  DIANA 
MOSIEY  AT  A  FRIENDS  OF  MOSLEY  DINNER  IN  IjONDON 


ONWARD! 


CHRISTIAN’S 

SOLDIERS 

In  19X2,  a  small  committed  group  of  men 
met  in  a  hired  room  abuse  a  pub  in 
London's  Last  End.  The  purpose  was  to 
discuss  ways  of  perpetuating  the  memory 
of  the  late  Sir  Oswald  Mosley,  who  had 
died  two  years  previously. 


The  outcome  was  the 
founding  of  FRIENDS  OK 
MOSLEY  -  F.O.M.  It  was 
lead  by  a  council  of  five,  four 
of  whom  had  been  chosen  in 
1966  to  run  the  MOSLEY 
DIRECTORATE,  a  body 
created  by  Sir  Oswald  when 
be  retired  from  active  politics. 
The  initial  work  was  the 
uniting  of  old  friends  by 
means  of  buffet  socials,  held 
all  over  the  country.  This 
success  led  onto  a 
Commemorative  Dinner  in 
1985  endorsed  by  the 
presence  of  Diana.  Lady 
Mosley. 


THE  SPIRIT  LIVES! ... 

THI  REST  Will  fOHOW 
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EXPANSION 

A  growing  recognition  that  a 
vacuum  existed  in  reaching 
older  members  together  with 
interest  front  a  younger 
generation,  led  to  the 
launching  in  i  986  ol 
COMRADE, 

NEWSLETTER  Oh 

FRIENDS  OF  O.IVL  By 
common  consent  John 
Warburton.  a  career  journalist 
and  life  member  of  the 
National  Union  of  Journalists 
became  its  editor.  NO 
BETTER  CHOICE  COI  I  D 
IIANE  BEEN  MADE  A 
follower  of  Mosley  from  the 
age  of  14.  his  knowledge  of 
the  party  was  unparalleled. 
Under  his  Nom  de  Plume 
•JOHN  CHRISTIAN’  the 
paper  grew  from  an  initial 
double-sided  shed  of  -\4  to 
some  editions  running  to  24 
pages 

In  the  early  days  the  grossest 
myths  of  the  Mosley  era 
needed  to  be  slain.  Hard  facts 
on  Olympia.  Hyde  Park. 
Cubic  Street.  Bermondsey. 
Earls  Court  put  truth  into 
print  These  deeply  researched 
articles  led  onto  ground¬ 
breaking  landmark  stories: 

.  The  first  two  causalities 
of  WWII  were  blackshirts. 


I< )| IN  WARBURTON  \k  \ 
|OI IN  CHRISTIAN  iioldinc; 
THE  INEVITABLE 

CIGARETTE 

•  l"hc  ’loss*  of  hundreds 
of  I8B  files 

•  The  naming  of  B.U.F. 
members  who  died  fighting 
the  brother’s  war 

•  Three  years  of  research 

exposed  Blackshirt 

Roscwamc’s  death  being 
used  for  perfidious 
Government  propaganda. 

A  ringing  endorsement  in 
December  1992  was  the 
signed  agreement  with 
Sanctuary  Press  to  allow 
UNION  and  ACTION  to  be 
incorporated  into 


COMRADE 


LADY  MOSTLY  V!  THE 
INAUGURAL  K<  i  M  DINNER 

EXACTING  STANDARDS 
Die  strength  of  Comrade  has 
always  been  iLs  attachment  to 
truth.  Unless  submitted  stones 
were  backed  up  with 
documentary  proof,  the  editor 
would  not  publish.  By  his 
example,  a  group  of  dedicated 
researchers  was  established, 
whose  work  is  regularly 
published  in  Comrade  In 
addition  a  rolling  programme 
of  book  publishing,  the 


expanding  list  of  known  1 8B 
detainees,  nearing  a  thousand 
names  together  with  other 
projects  continue. 

This  record  of  honest 
reporting  has  without  doubt 
generated  a  rising  tide  of 
interest  in  the  Mosley  years 
Newspaper  articles,  books  and 
television  programmes.  ( not 
always  favourable),  have 
followed  as  have  the 
enormous  and  available 
resources  of  the  pre  and  post¬ 
war  weekly  Mosley 
newspapers,  together  with  an 
ever-expanding  professional 
web-site 

(www  .osw  aldmoslcy.com ) 
underpins  the  whole 
enterprise. 

Me  of  the  next  generation 
salute  John.  Fred.  Marlin. 
Danny  and  Michael  for  their 
fortitude  and  forward 
thinking- _ 

WHY  ‘COMRADE’ 

To  arrive  at  the  word 
’COMRADE'  for  our  masthead 
took  considerable  discussion 
together  with  a  robust  exchange 
of  v  iews.  For  ton  long  the  word 
had  been  associated  with 
Communism  and  trendy  lefty . 
politicians.  The  problem  of  using 
the  word  had  arisen  before,  when 
three  British  Union  songs  had 
incorporated  it. 

ON.  COMRADES! 

COMRADES  RAISE  1 1 II 
MARTIAL  CHORUS 
A  MARCHING  SONG 
(Comrades,  tlic  voices  of  the 
dead  battalions) 

Tire  winning  argument  at  lhai 
time  ‘implied  an  ideal  ol  unity  in 
the  serv  ice  of  a  common  cause, 
together  with  the  passionate 
struggle  beneath  one  banner 
towards  one  end'.  Anyway,  to 
paraphrase  General  Booth  of  the 
Salvation  Army  "why  si  mu  Id  die 
dev  il  have  all  the  good  tunes"’ 
When  the  word  first  appeared  in 
a  British  Union  context  live 
leala  opined  |thc  word|  may 
tic  uvrd  without  prejudice.  Ihr 
closeness  of  our  classless 
comradeship  is  the  real  vecrel 
of  our  strength  and  spirit 
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CORRESPONDENTS  WRITE  ... 

To  the  llditor  of  COMRADE 
Sir. 

Since  Oswald  Mosley  died  25  years  ago.  the  world  around  us  has 
greatly  changed,  not  for  the  better  In  retrospect,  his  rich  legacy  of 
ideas  deserves  re-examination,  and  we  arc  entitled  to  consider  how 
lus  clear  and  creative  mind  might  have  addressed  the  new  problems 
entangling  his  fellow-countrymen 

The  notion  that  he  was  wrong  to  expect  a  major  economic  crisis 
misreads  tlie  evidence  for  in  1930  on  resigning  from  government  he 
said  he  feared  even  more  a  'long  slow  crumbling  down  the  years'  - 
an  apt  description  of  the  fate  of  Britain  under  his  opponents  He  was 
right  to  organise  a  national  movement,  both  for  emergency  response 
and  for  long-term  regeneration  His  specific  warning  that  the  system 
would  begin  to  crash  by  1939  or  'escape  into  war'  was  justified, 
fherc  is  no  worse  'crisis'  than  an  avoidable  world  war.  particularly 
one  in  which  his  domestic  enemies,  by  ignoring  his  advice  on 
strategy  and  re-armament,  themselves  alone  risked  enemy 
occupation  Several  established  historians  can  be  quoted  in  his 
suppon  (Cowling.  Barnett.  Newman.  Charm  ley.  etc.). 

When  the  Empire  predictably  disintegrated.  Mosley  advanced  a 
policy  of  European  recovery  and  union,  which  broughl  in  our 
Dominions,  enriched  Africa,  gave  his  country  a  formative  leadership 
on  the  continent  while  protecting  our  internal  way  of  life,  avoiding 
bureaucracy  but  accelerating  prosperity  by  his  unique  'wagc-pncc 
mechanism'  In  trying  to  reach  the  electorate,  however,  he  again 
encountered  an  organised  media  boycott  and  sinister  collaboration 
between  the  'authorities'  and  communist  disorder 
This  became  particularly  noticeable  when  he  emerged  as  the  earliest 
major  opponent  nf  multi-cultural  mass- settlement,  by  whose  cheap 
labour  the  financial  establishmcm  attempts  to  'postpone'  industrial 
collapse.  Would  Mosley  have  imported  millions  of  Muslims  and  then 
inflamed  them  by  illegal  invasion  in  the  Middle  East0  And  would  he 
not  have  tried  to  discourage  decline  in  white  birth  rates  in  face  of  the 
third-world  overpopulation  explosion  while  opposing  retreat  into  the 
suicidal  illusions  of  'debt,  dope  and  dirt'0 


He  was  perhaps  a  bit  too  generous  in  his  elevation  of  communism 
and  therefore  its  longevity,  but  the  problem,  to  which  he  almosl 
exclusively  drew  attention,  of  eastern  undercutting  across  western 
markets  is  returning  with  hi-tech  vengeance,  irrespective  of  regime 
change  in  Moscow,  the  Balkans  -  or  Beijing. 

Jonathan  Porritt  writes:  'The  idea  that  today's  neo-liberal,  no-holds- 
barred  model  of  globalisation  will  Iasi  much  longer  seems  fantastical 
anyway,  as  nation  alter  nation  feels  the  pain  of  China  and  other 
lowest-cost  economics  making  it  all  but  impossible  to  compete 
(. Independent ,  4  Nov.  2005)  Can  we  not  imagine  Mosley  backing  this 
environmentalist's  call  for  'security  of  supply  in  terms  of  energy, 
food  and  even  manufacturing'  with  his  usual  'detailed  proposals"0 
Many  reassessments  of  other  20“’  century  leaders  have  appeared  in 
recent  years  -  Mussolini  Churchill  Stalin.  General  dc  Gaulle.  Mao. 
etc.  Different  autliors  reach  conflicting  conclusions  by  diverse 
manipulations  of  ‘research'  material.  Whatever  may  be  said  for  or 
against  other  famous  men.  Mosley's  outstanding  merits  remain 
indelibly  in  the  actual  record 

Whal  matter  above  ail.  especially  today,  arc  not  his  private  activities 
but  his  fenile  writings  and  speeches  available  in  the  public  domain 
Posicniy  will  be  grateful  to  his  Friends  for  securing  that  enormous 
archive  and  preventing  its  abuse,  while  adding  their  own  authentic 
oral  history  and  photography 
Yours  sincerely. 

J.  Cochrane. 


MOSLEY  AMONG  HIS  PEOPLE 


The  dumbing  down  of  public  service  TV  and  the  degradation  of 
academic  historv  into  a  brew  of  Marxist  propaganda  and  Postmodern 
psychobabble  is  well  illustrated  by  the  BBC  History  Magazines 
recent  invitation  to  carefully  selected  writers  to  nominate  the  ten 
•worst'  people  in  the  historv  of  Britain 

Prof.  Clive  Emsley  (OU)  chose  Jack  the  Ripper,  the  sadistic  serial 
Killer  who  mutilated  helpless  victims  in  east  London,  as  the  worst 
person  in  the  I9,h  Century,  while  Prof  Joanna  Bourkc  (Birkbeck) 
chose  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  ,  who  ofTcred  hope  to  unemployed  men  and 
exploited  women  in  east  London,  as  the  most  'pernicious  person  ol 
all  throughout  the  UK  in  the  20lh  Century 

One  Ian  Herbert  in  Indepcndenl  On-Line  (27  December  2005) 
developed  this  theme  with  u  scries  of  untruths:  Mosley's  private 
army'  attacked  blacks',  he  was  'banned  from  fighting  a  general 
election',  and  he  was  jailed  for  treason'  in  the  same  year  thui 
marches  through  Jewish:  districts  were  followed  by  'rioting 
Of  course,  not  only  our  subscribers  but  all  honest  historians,  familiar 
with  the  actual  facts,  recognise  such  statements  as  complete  fictions, 
which  if  Mosley  were  olive  would  be  matters  for  his  libel  lawyers, 
but  given  the  moronic  levels  of  illiteracy  to  which  historical 
education  has  been  allowed  to  fall  in  this  country,  a  specific 
correction  should  go  on  record 

Prof.  Bourke  herself  is  quoted  as  choosing  Mosley  because  he  still 
continues  to  have  an  'impact  on  society'  and  'remains  the  inspiration 
for  far-righl  groups'  By  'far  right'  is  she  referring  to  his  detailed 
plans  for  systematically  raising  the  living  standards  of  Britain  and  its 
Jtmpire.  and  later  all  Europe,  for  slum-clearance  and  maternity  care, 
or  his  writings  on  taxation,  parliamentary  reform,  abolition  of  torture, 
and  workers'  ownership'’  How  thoroughly  has  she  studied  this 
subject? 

Presumably  she  has  m  mind,  instead,  his  prophetic  opposition  to 
multicultural  mass-immigration,  the  dangers  of  communism,  the 
second  world  war.  the  financial  rackets  behind  global  trade,  and  ihc 
eventual  'stink  state'  of  organised  crime,  drug  pushing  and  child 
prostitution? 

Who  is  this  opinionated  lady0  Apparently  one  of  the  toadstool-crop 
of  writers  on  'gender,  class  and  ethnicity*  -  whose  current  work  is 
about  the  'history  of  emotions'  Sample  the  review  of  her  book  on 
Fear  reviewed  in  The  Guardian  on  19  February  by  Piers  Brendon  (no 
friend  of  Mosley) 

Her  choice'  merely  confirms  two  faces:  (I)  Mosley  was  the 
outstanding  personality  of  British  political  life,  uniquely  inlluential 
not  onlv  during  the  last  century  but  well  into  the  present  one  king 
after  his  death  (2)  She  hates  him  for  it. 

Yours  sincerely. 

John  Venables 
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SWINGS  AND  ROUNDABOUTS 


ALL  the  fun  of  the  political  fair.  You  pays  the  price, 
jump  on  a  ride,  get  propelled  over  a  predictable 
course  and  always  end  up  where  you  started. 

Peter  Kennedy  examines  the  latest  promises  of  the 
(new?)  Tory  party  lead  by  a  man  called  Cameron  or 
in  the  vernacular  of  one  Conservative  heavyweight 
TORY  LITE. 


Blair  h»s  natural  habitat  is  social  consequent  decisions  are 

liberalism  and  New  World  Order  contained  within  a  set  of 
globalist  capitalism.  Version  Two  ‘acceptable  political  parameters' 

differing  little  from  the  original  that  do  not  usurp  the  status  quo. 

aside  from  pink  cheeks  and  a  And  nowhere  is  this  more 

blue  rinse  obvious  than  on  the  issues  of 

ALL  FOR  ONE  immigration  and  multi- 

Nor  is  Cameron  alone.  Here  is  his  culturalism.  where  with 

party  chairman  Francis  Maude.  something  approaching 

“The  redistribution  of  wealth  fanaticism.  ‘"correctness"  is 


Like  babies  nappies,  politicians 
should  be  changed  frequently  and 
for  the  same  reason.  Which  is 
why  David  Cameron  replaced 
Michael  Howard,  who  succeeded 
lan  Duncan  Smith,  who  -  well 
you  get  the  idea.  The  Tories  have 
developed  a  loser's  rash  and  want 
to  come  in  from  the  wet.  But 
Cameron’s  arrival  is  another  re¬ 
working  of  the  old  diche  that 
change  is  sometimes  the  cynical 
mask  for  continuity.  Not  in  this 
case  for  his  party  -  whose 
terminal  decline  is  likely  to 
resume  —  but  for  British 
establishment  politics  now 
resembling  more  and  more  a  state 
dictatorship. 

FAC  im  \l  DO!  BLF. 

As  Tony  Benn  says.  Cameron 
and  Blair  could  serve  in  the 
other's  Cabinet  or  in  a  coalition 
whose  leadership  is  at  variance 
with  their  respective  panics.  New 
Tory  leaders  seeking  legitimacy 
used  to  call  upon  some  past 
hallowed  figure  from  within,  but 
Cameron  is  happy  to  be  known  as 
Tony  Blair’s  heir  apparent. 

And  the  more  he  talks,  the  more 
the  credentials  fit.  And  if  you 
need  the  defining  statement  of 
Cameron's  ideology,  here  it  is, 
issued  within  an  hour  of  his 
leadership  victory: 

"No  more  grumbling  about 
modern  Britain.  love  this 
country  at  it  is,  not  what  it  was.” 
Yes,  he's  that  kinda  guy 


A  REALITY  CFtEC'K 

I  hear  people  grumbling  about 
modem  Britain  but  they  are  in  a 
minority.  The  majority  do  not 
grumble:  they  are  angry,  they 
despair,  they  arc  contemptuous  of 
those  in  authority,  they  watch  in 
disbelief,  as  the  country  they 
knew  and  loved  changes,  almost 
it  seems,  beyond  recovery,  they 
sell  up  and  go  abroad.  Merc 
grumbling  went  out  with  the  Two 
Ronnies 

Why?  Britain  “as  it  is”,  the  one 
Mr  Cameron  loves,  is  bottom  of 
the  Western  world's  table  in  mass 
education.  health  provision, 
public  transport,  policing,  and 
economic  growth.  It  is  at  the  top 
in  illiteracy,  dearth  of  industrial 
skills,  exporting  jobs,  urban 
decay,  crime  -  especially  violcnl 
-  divorce,  broken  families,  single 
parenthood,  and  abortions.  Other 
factors,  loss  of  identity,  white 
flight,  dumb-downing  “culture". 
New  Labour  corruption  at  every 
level  of  national  life,  cannot  be 
placed  in  a  league  table;  they  are 
uniquely  Modem  British. 

Insofar  as  David  Cameron  allies 
himself  to  the  Stale  we  are  in.  he 
is  part  of  the  problem.  And  as  he 
tells  us.  he  allies  himself 
wholeheartedly,  emerging  from 
nowhere  as  a  conservative  in  one 
respect:  on  almost  every  poinl  of 
principle  he  is  committed  to 
continuing  the  policies  and 
legacy  of  Tom  Blair.  And 


docs  not  mean  that  taxes  for  the 
rich  will  be  raised."!  then  from 
whom?)  Or  on  million  pound 
bonuses  to  City  bankers:  “It  is 
not  for  us  to  say  who  should  get 
paid  what  for  the  work  that  they 
do.  It  is  for  us  to  say  that  there 
should  be  no  discrimination 
against  people  because  of  their 
race  or  gender"  And  as  Tories 
ditched  an  election  “pledge"  to 
set  annual  quotas  on  the  number 
of  immigrants  and  asylum 
seekers  entering  Britain 
“Immigration  has  been  good 
economically  and  has  contributed 
to  us  being  a  much  enriched 
country  culture  "  If  the  Martians 
invaded  England. 

Camcron/Maude  would  put  in  a 
good  word  in  the  hope  that  they 
would  turn  out  to  be  good  Tory 
voters.- 

All  of  this  could  have  come  from 
Blair,  the  Lib  Dcms.  or  the  BBC. 
illustrating  the  controlled  reality 
of  our  so-called  democracy  In 
modem  politics  nothing  is  left  to 
chance  The  •democratic- 
paradigm  that  says  we  all  have  a 
'free  choice'  and  a  'free  vote'  is 
in  fact  an  engineered  illusion 
designed  to  impose  outcomes  on 
tile  electorate,  but  done  in  such  a 
way  that  no-one  is  able 
consciously  to  recognise  that  fact 
Political  debate  whether  in  the 
party  game  or  in  the  media  is 
structured  in  such  a  way  as  to 
re  that  the  debate  and  any 


imposed  and  policed  (quite 
literally  so)  with  the 
acquiescence  of  the 

Conservatives. 

1.A  ROM)! 

So  with  Cameron  we  get  the 
“cynical  mask  of  continuity",  a 
Metroland  me-too  power  elitist 
and  accomodalionist  leading  a 
party  that  has  ceased  to  hold  to 
anything  much  beyond  naked 
capitalism  and  naked  ambition. 
The  novelty  effect  brought  a 
modest  lead  in  the  opinion  polls. 
But  even  a  tailor's  dummy 
marketed  by  the  Tory  Press  has  a 
sporting  chance  against  a  jaded 
Prime  Minister  more  unpopulai 
and  distrusted  by  the  day.  and 
Liberal  Democrats  who  sink  in 
drink  and  awkward  positions. 
After  Michael  Howard,  once 
described  as  man  with 
“something  of  the  night'. 
Cameron  is  sold  as  the  New 
Dawn.  It  is  another  illusion  of 
course,  for  the  Tories  who  have 
gone  through  more  new  brooms 
than  a  witch's  coven,  arc  no 
answer  to  Britain's  predicament 


COMRADE 

Thanks  its  many  writers 
and  readers  for  their 
continued  support. _ 


WHAT  PRICE 
FREEDOM 

The  one  abiding  image  of  the  last 
Labour  Party.  Brighton 
Conference  was  the  sight  of  an 
82  year  old  man  being  strong 
armed  out  of  the  hall.  His  crime? 
Daring  to  shout  "nonsense"  when 
the  Foreign  Secretary  Jack  (last) 
Straw  was  attempting  the 
impossible-going  to  war  in  Iraq. 
Not  only  that,  but  when 
octogenarian  Walter  Wolfgang 
tried  to  re-enter  the  hall,  the 
police  stopped  him  under  anti- 
tcrrorisi  laws.  Bad  Karma  for  the 
labour  Party  The  resulting 
headlines  made  even  a  spin- 
ridden  group  of  so-called 
socialists  realise  that  things  had 
gone  loo  far  Next  day  a  gritted 
teeth  kiss  and  make  up  apology 
by  Dr  Reid  and  a  round  of 


applause  from  conference. 

On  the  same  patch.  Mark 
Wallace,  peacefully  collecting 
signatures  for  an  ID  card  petition 
was  confronted  by  five  police 
officers  His  details  taken  down 
and  videoed  He  subsequently 
learned  that  his  statemeni  would 
be  permanently  filed  and  the 
video  kept  for  seven  years.  An 
innocent  man  is  now  linked  to 
anii-tcrrorisl  investigations.  The 
lawfulness  of  these  actions  come 
within  the  remit  of  section  44  of 
the  Terrorism  Act  2000.  Brought 
in  under  the  guise  of  being  n 
powerful  weapon  against 
terrorism  it  is  now  being 
vigorously  applied  in  a  catch  all 
way  by  constabularies  ail  over 
(he  country 

AND  3  ET  MORE  ACTION 

Take  ihe  Serious  Organised 


Crime  and  Police  Ad  2005.  This 
makes  it  illegal  to  protest  within 
I  km  of  Parliament  Square.  Maya 
Evans,  fell  foul  of  this  law.  by 
simply  reading  out  the  names  of 
our  Iraqi  war  dead,  near  to  the 
Whitehall  Cenotaph.  Arrested, 
held  in  a  cell  for  six  hours, 
prosecuted  and  fined 

the  comment  of  Lord  (Dome) 
Falconer  “A  sensible  measure  to 
avoid  disorder  round 
Parliament"  It  was  said  this  luw 
was  a  move  on  veteran  anti-war 
campaigner  Brian  Haw.  together, 
with  his  long  standing  Parliament 
Square  display  of  hand  written 
posters  His  protest  goes  on  as  the 
taw,  it  transpires,  is  not 
retrospective.  Bui  even  he  felt  the 
cold  midnight  draft  when  a  group 
descended  on  him.  temporarily 


removing  his  entire  display 
Why?  The  Chinese  President  wav 
passing  the  next  morning  on  hts 
way  to  the  Mother  of 
Parliaments  As  Mr  Haw  wryly 
pointed  out.  Tony  B  was  due  to 
bring  up  the  issue  of  human 
rights  abuse  in  the  People's 
Republic.  Now.  the  visiting 
President  has  his  answer.  At  least 
it  made  a  change  from  the  police 
lining  up  nose  to  tail  police  vans 
between  protesters  and  the 
passing  despot. 

Without  question,  freedom  of 
expression  on  all  fronts  is  under 
sustained  fire.  This  government, 
with  the  eager  assistance  of  its 
superannuated  cohorts,  is  well  on 
the  path  of  authoritarianism. 

The  much  cherished  Habeas 
Corpus  is  in  peril  Wc  speak  from 
experience 

YOD  HAVE  BEEN  W  ARNED 
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For  decades,  the  secret  trials  of  Tyler  Kent  and  Anna  Wolkoff  have  intrigued  many  people. 
Despite  the  recent  panic  shredding  by  the  Government,  enough  documents  have  survived  to  at 
last  expose  the  lies  that  have  surrounded  this  case. 

In  a  new  book  by  historian  Bryan  (  lough,  he  details  in  great  clarity  yet  another  attempted 
cover-up. 

THE  KENT  WOLKOFF  AFFAIR: 

HOW  CHURCHILL  ALMOST  LOST  THE  WAR 


Churchill  must  have  been  a  very  unhappy  man  when  he  died  in 
1965.  By  then  everything  be  set  out  to  achieve  had  turned  pear- 
shaped  -  mostly  us  the  result  of  the  Second  World  War  he  worked  so 
hard  lo  bring  about. 


The  War  was  supposed  to  free 
Poland  from  foreign  occupation. 
But  alter  the  War  it  become  a 
puppet  state  ruled  by  Soviet 
Russia 

The  War  was  supposed  to 
safeguard  democracy  in  Europe. 
But  in  1949  there  were  twice  as 
many  dictatorships  as  in  1939. 
Churchill  thought  the  W  ar  would 
protect  Britain's  position  as  a 
world  super-power  Instead  it 
turned  us  into  a  bankrupt 
downwardly  mobile  Third  Class 
power. 

He  thought  the  War  would 
protect  the  British  Empire  that  he 
cherished  so  much.  It  was  all 
gone  or  going  by  1950.  including 
his  beloved  India  The  wealth 
that  could  have  been  used  to 
develop  a  great  partnership  of  all 
the  peoples  of  the  Empire  had 
been  spent  on  weapons  of  mass 
destruction. 

And  if  he  thought  the  War  would 
save  Jewish  people  from  German 
anti-Semitism  he  was  wrong 
about  that  too.  Most  of  them  were 
murdered  by  Nazi  fanatics 
brutalised  by  war 
SAVED  BY  SHEER  LUCK 
But  it  could  have  been  even 
worse.  Only  two  strokes  of  luck, 
both  completely  unpredictable  in 
1939/40.  stopped  Britain  being 
occupied  first  by  Germany  and 
second  by  Soviet  Russia 
Months  before  the  War  ended  in 
1945,  Churchill  realised  that  if 
our  'gallant  Russian  ally'  kept 
advancing  west  wc  were  in  no 
position  to  stop  them.  So  he 
ordered  the  Imperial  General 
Staff  to  draw  up  a  plan  for  the 
invasion  and  conquest  of  Russia 
( I ).  Just  in  case. 

OPERATION 
I  NTIIINK  MICE 
The  report's  conclusion  was  thai 
we  couldn't  stop  them  taking 
over  the  whole  of  Western 
Europe  -  unless  the  German 
PoWs  agreed  to  fight  on  our  side. 
Something  they  almost  certainly 
wouldn't  do. 

Only  the  chance  invention  of  the 
atomic  bomb  saved  Churchill  and 
out  people  from  a  Soviet  Britain. 
The  'overkill’  of  nuclear  strikes 
on  two  large  Japanese  cities. 
Nagasaki  and  Hiroshima  was  as 
much  a  message  to  the  Russians 
as  the  Japanese  in  1945. 


But  for  another  unforeseen  stroke 
of  luck,  the  U.S.  declaration  of 
war  on  Germany,  nothing  could 
have  stopped  an  eventual  German 
invasion  of  Britain  after  1940 
And  let  nobody  fool  themselves, 
the  Germans  would  have  been 
cruel  masters  regardless  of  how 
much  they  admired  the  British. 
Even  so.  the  entry  of  America 
into  the  War  was  almost 
sabotaged  by  events  that  took 
place  in  Britain  during  the 
1939/1940  phones  war'  period. 

(  Ill  RC  HILL  CONNIVES 
Wi  HI  ROOSEVELT 
Even  before  the  fall  of  France. 
Churchill  was  in  secret 
communication  with  U.S. 
President  Roosevelt  into  how  to 
bring  'isolationist'  America  into 
the  war  on  our  side  It  was  our 
only  hope.  Roosevelt  was  all  for 
it  but  couldn't  ignore  the 
widespread  anti-war  sentiment  of 
the  American  people.  He  had  to 
be  very  careful,  there  was  a 
presidential  election  looming 
later  in  1940. 

So  whilst  Roosevelt  was 
promising  in  public  (hat  “no 
American  boys  will  die  in 
foreign  conflicts”,  in  secret  he 
was  conniving  with  Churchill 
to  bring  about  precisely  that. 
The  problem  was.  their  secret 
correspondence  was  being  copied 
by  a  cipher  clerk  in  the  US. 
Embassy  in  London.  Tyler  Kent 
was  a  man  with  a  mission.  He 
wanted  to  expose  Roosevelt  as  a 
two-faced  liar  and  stop  America 
entering  the  war. 

I  OR5  M.P.  PLANS  TO  SPII.I 
I  HE  BEANS 

Kent  met  a  White  Russian  called 
Anna  Wolkoff.  She  introduced 
him  to  Mimic  Ramsay,  a  Tory 
M.P  who  like  her  wanted  peace 
negotiations  with  Germany . 
Together,  the  three  of  them 
planned  that  Ramsay  would 
expose  Roosevelt's  duplicity'  and 
Churchill's  complicity  to  Prime 
Minister  Neville  Chamberlain 
and  possibly  to  other  anti-war 
elements  in  Parliament 
If  that  had  happened.  Roosevelt 
would  almost  certainly  have  been 
defeated  in  the  November  194(1 
Election  and  the  U.S.  would 
never  have  entered  the  War. 
However,  on  M15  officer  called 
Maxwell  Knight  had  successfully 


planted  agents  in  the  Right  Club: 
an  organisation  formed  by 
Ramsay.  As  soon  as  they  learned 
of  Ramsay's  intentions,  MIS 
detained  the  Tory  M.P.  along 
with  Wolkoff  and  Kent  to  prev  ent 
them  letting  a  rattier  large  cal  out 
of  the  bag. 

NEW  M15  PAPERS  REVEAL 
All 

Many  articles  and  books  have 
been  written  about  the  'Kcnl- 
Wolkoff  Affair'  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic. 

But  only  in  recent  years  has 
MIS  released  its  papers  on  the 
subject  revealing  a  succession 
of  lies  and  dirty  tricks  that  even 
helped  them  lo  put  a  thousand 
Blackshirts  behind  bars  and 
barbed  wire.  These  files  have 
been  carefully  analysed  by  author 
Bryan  Clough  in  a  fascinating 
new  book:  'State  Secrets:  The 
Kent- Wolkoff  Affair' 

After  secret  trials.  Kent  was 
sentenced  to  a  long  prison  term  in 
the  U.K..  Ramsay  was  banged  up 
in  Brixton  Prison  for  several 
years  under  Regulation  I8B:  and 
Anna  W  olkoff  was  convicted  as  a 
'spy'  after  an  audacious  sting 
operation  orchestrated  by 
Maxwell  Knight 

ANOTHER  MIS  STITCH-1  P 
First,  one  of  his  agents  told 
Wolkoff  she  could  get  a  message 
to  Germany  any  time  she  wanted 
using  the  Italian  diplomatic  bag. 
Shortly  after,  another  MI5  agent 
asked  Wolkoff  if  she  could  get  a 
message  to  Lord  Haw-Haw 
(William  Joyce),  the  wartime 
German  radio  propagandist 
So  Wolkoff  passed  a  message,  no 
doubt  written  by  Knight  himself, 
from  one  M15  agent  to  another 
MI5  agent.  For  this,  she  was 
found  guilty  of  ‘communicating 
with  the  enemy'  and  received  a 
long  sentence  -  even  though  the 
message  was  probably  never 
even  sent, 

Bryan  Clough  also  shows  that  the 
recent  releases  clearly  indicate 
that  Joseph  Kennedy,  the  U.S. 
Ambassador  to  Britain,  and  Earl 
Jowitt.  the  Solicitor  General  who 
led  the  case  for  the  prosecution, 
had  little  regard  for  the  truth 
when  they  made  public 
statements  after  the  event  to 
protect  their  own  interests 
regarding  the  Kent-W’olkoff 
Affair. 

MOSLEM  PROVED  RIGHT 

However.  Knight  was  after 
bigger  fish.  Using  the  recently 
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published  diaries  of  Gu\  Liddell, 
the  Director  of  MI5's  counter¬ 
espionage  division.  in 
conjunction  with  the  new  MI5 
files.  Clough  shows  that  as 
Mosley  alwrays  claimed  his 
imprisonment  was  one  of  the 
demands  made  by  Labour  leaders 
as  the  price  of  entry  into  a 
wartime  coalition  with  Churchill. 
He  describes  Attlee  and 
Greenwood  ‘pressing  for  some 
action  to  be  taken  against  the 
BUF\  Consequently  Knight’s 
objective  was  ‘to  work  up  a  case 
against  the  BIT'  The  problem 
was  ‘despite  having  four  agents 
on  the  case  for  up  to  nine  months, 
the  only  evidence  that  he  had 
obtained  about  the  putative  Fifth 
Column  had  been  contrived'. 
Clough’s  hook  and  the  Liddell 
diaries  show  that  the  Home 
Secretary.  Sir  John  Anderson, 
was  'arguing  on  judicial  lines, 
saying  that  he  had  no  evidence 
that  would  lead  him  to  suppose 
that  members  of  the  BIT  would 
actively  assist  the  enemy'  and 
that  'unless  be  could  get  such 
evidence  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
mistake  to  imprison  Mosley  and 
his  supporters' 

MI5  FOOLS  THE  BRITISH 
HOME  SEC 'RE 'I  AR\ 

To  meet  the  demands  of  the 
Labour  leaders.  Liddell  and 
Knight  embarked  on  a  masterly 
campaign  of  deception  on 
Anderson  The  Liddell  diaries 
record  the  latter  held  his  ground, 
even  pointing  out  that  Mosley 
had  issued  an  instruction  to  his 
Blackshirts  to  do  nothing  to 
impede  the  war  effort  and  in  the 
event  of  invasion  to  light  lo  the 
last  man. 

"Bui  don't  you  sec.  Minister, 
you’ve  been  tricked”,  replied  Ihe 
two  MI5  officers  lying  through 
their  teeth.  “Every  Blackshirt 
understands  that  instruction  is 
just  a  coded  message,  a  'cover'  to 
help  protect  themselves”. 

Clough  shows  how  the  now 
desperate  Ml?  officers  also  made 
false  claims  that  Mosley  was 
involved  in  treacherous 
negotiations  with  Ramsey  and 
others  lq  replace  the  Government 
with  one  headed  by  General 
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“Now  we  must  work  for  a  United  Europe- 

The  prophetic  words  of  Sir  Oswald  Mosley,  on  the  da\  victory  was  declared  in  Europe.  A  man.  so  often  ahead 
of  his  time  in  political  thought,  knew  that  chasing  the  old  dream  of  Empire  and  Nationalism  would  become  a 
self-defeating  issue.  How  best  to  advance  such  a  radical  concept  of  Europe  a  Nation  against  a  backdrop  of  venal 
enmity  towards  the  vanquished?  After  years  of  imprisonment  and  house  arrest,  the  first  priorities  for  him  were 
recovery  of  health,  then  writing  a  book  defending  his  opposition  to  the  war  (My  Answer).  This  would  be 
followed  by  a  further  hardback,  setting  out  the  new  thinking  (The  Alternative).  From  that  point  the  real 
question:  “A  simple  peddler  of  ideas”,  or  the  launch  of  a  Pan-European  Movement? 

The  lead  up  to  such  a  momentous  decision  can  be  traced  back  to  the  early  war  years,  when  a  government 
thoucht  it  had  smashed,  forever  the  spirit  of  Moslev.  and  a  countless  number  of  his  followers. 

DECLARING  FOR  EUROPE 


By  Gregory  Maitland 


In  June  1940.  British  Union  was  closed  down.  In  the  face  of  a 
thousand  arrests,  desperate  times  for  those  who  were  left  behind 
Instant  imprisonment  often  meant  instant  penury  for  families  and 
loved  ones,  the  spread  of  5“*  Column  rumour  by  an  obsessed 
vindictive  executive  added  ostracism  to  the  mix.  People  outside  often 
had  an  equally  rough  time  as  those  inside. 


In  the  wake  of  such  hardship  the 
I8B  Detainees'  Dependents 
Appeal  Fund  was  formed.  Later 
this  was  registered  under  the  War 
Charities  Act.  as  the  18B 

Detainees  (British)  Aid 

Fund. with  offices  at  21  Grays 
Inns  Road.  WC'I.  Its  Chairman 
was  George  Dunlop  of 
Limchouse  Branch.  The 

Secretary  was  Mrs  P.F..  Jones. 
Treasurer  John  Jones,  assisted  by 
Committee  members.  E.  Conner 
and  Clifford  Woodland 


GEORGE  DUNLOP 

CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  18H 
DETAINEES  FUND  WAS  THE 
PRE-WAR  BUT.  NATIONAI. 
ORGANISING  OFFICER 


Unlike  many  of  today's  chanties, 
the  I8B  Fund  steered  dear  of 
political  propaganda,  but  through 
a  sister  organisation.  The  I8B 
Publidty  Council,  aimed  to 
•ventilate  the  constilional  and 
moral  issues  arising  from  1 8B’ 
Notice  of  the  first  meeting  iu 
Holbom  Hull  in  surviving 
documents  is  marked  ‘details 
submitted  to  authorities  -  no 
objections'.  At  the  same  time,  a 
special  Winter  Appeal  was 
launched  by  the  Fund  for  warm 
clothing  together  with  a 
Children's  Appeal  .  From  prison 
the  Leader  sent  his  blessing 
asserting  “it  Is  by  far  the  best 
work  his  old  associates  can  do" 
The  I8B  fund  began  by  sending 
prisoners  food  parcels,  clothing, 
tobacco  and  other  comforts  also 
helping  those  released  who  were 
finding  great  difficulty  in  getting 
jobs.  Neither  did  it  forget  the 
"suffering  callously  brought  upon 
British  wives  and  children  by  the 
removal  from  their  homes  of 
those  against  whom  no  crime  is 
alleged".  With  those  in  mind,  the 
18B  Fund  mounted  an  adopt  the 
family  of  a  detainee'  eampuign. 

A  GENEROUS  RESPONSE 
At  the  end  of  the  year.  Dunlop 
was  able  to  announce  a  total 
income  of  £1325  for  the  previous 
ten  months,  all  of  which  had  been 
distributed.  The  next  year, 
through  donations,  collections 
and  concerts  the  figure  had  risen 
to  £1573.  The  Concerts  were 
organised  by  Bill  Luckin  at  the 
Kings  way  Hall.  In  October  1943 
the  soprano  Elsie  Arnold  sang. 
By  May  1 044,  the  programme 
had  acquired  a  less  cultural  tone 
when  John  Chamlcy  appeared  as 
the  ‘Demon  Doughnut  King' 
assisted  by  Charlie  W  ans! 
Meanwhile,  the  18B  Publicity 
Council  was  slimng  the 


BILL  LUCKIN 


'Democratic  Conscience’  by 
reporting  conditions  endured  by 
some  detainees  in  W'alton  Gaol 
Liverpool.  It  described  ‘solitary 
confinement  in  a  darkened  cell  9’ 
by  5’  for  23  hours  a  day  for 
months  on  end  . . .  filthy  bedding 
resulting  in  I  acma  Dermatitis.  In 
other  camps  conditions  wen: 
barbarous,  and  medical  neglect 
widespread.  Third  degree 
interrogation  and  other  brutalities 
wee  commonplace  at  the 
notorious  I  .alchmere  House.  Ham 
Common. 

It  is  without  question  thut  the 
charitable  work  of  the  fund  w  as 
an  absolute  life-line  to  many  on 
both  sides  of  the  wire 

4  ,IOB  W  ELL  DONE 
In  Augusi  1945,  a  Notice  of 
Winding  Up  of  Accounts  and 
Final  Appeal  was  made  by 
George  Dunlop.  This  paid  special 
attention  to  the  ‘upbringing  of 
children  of  detainees  who  died  so 
suddenly  after  release  that  one 
must  accept  tbeir  demise  was 
accelerated  by  the  conditions  of 
their  detention'. 

During  the  period  of  its  existence 
the  I8B  l  urid  had: 

•  given  sustained  assistance 
to  140  families. 

•  temporary  assistance  to 
over  350  cases. 


•  after  release  assistance  to 

200. 

•  representation  to 

Government  Departments  for 
143 

•  found  employment  for  34 
Blackshirts. 

Monthly  sums  had  been  provided 
for  180  men  and  women  during 
detention  and  the  total  raised  was 
£6000:  a  sum  equal  to  £250.000 
at  today's  value. 

Exactly  what  this  meant  to 
individual  Blackshirt  detainees  is 
shown  in  a  letter  written  in  1942 
by  the  late  Wally  Porter  of 
Salisbury  -  a  former  agricultural 
workers*  trade  union  leader, 
recently  released  from  the  Isle  of 
Man.  "1  have  received  a  second¬ 
hand  overcoat  in  good  condition 
and  also  a  pair  of  hoots.  Also 
they  are  sending  me  five  shillings 
a  week  until  I  get  on  my  feet 
again  which  is  a  great  help, 
believe  me". 

A  SURPRISE  MSI  I 
The  final  event  was  a  Christmas 
gathering  on  the  I5"1  December 
1945  at  the  Royal  Hotel.  Wobum 
Place.  Russell  Square.  London 
where,  amid  scenes  of  wild 
enthusiasm.  The  Leader 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  made  a 
surprise  appearance  Mosley 
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thanked  everyone  for  their  i 
loyalty  during  such  dark  and  | 
troubled  times.  IT  WAS  THE 
FIRST  TIME,  HE  HAD  HAD 
THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO 
SPEAK  TO  HIS  FOLLOWERS 
IN  OVER  FIVE  YEARS.  The 
group  of  people  attending  was 
enlarged  by  ex-detainees  and 
Blackshirts,  home  from  the 
Services.  The  estimated  number 
was  at  least  1200;  a  figure  that  it 
is  known  caused  some  concern  to 


GEORGE  SUTTON 

From  that  point  Blackshirt 
endeavours  were  concentrated  on 
the  publication  of  the  MOSLEY 
NEWSLETTER  edited  by  his 
faithful  long  term  private 
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THE  GREAT  BREAKDOWN 


Present  System  or  Leadership  Principle  1 


FRONT  PAGE  OF’  A  MOSLEY 
NEWS  LETTER 

MARCHING  ON 

Meanwhile  more  overt  political 
activity  was  taking  place  in  the 
form  of  public  meetings  and  the 
distribution  of  newssheets.  Victor 
Burgess,  founded  the  UNION  of 
BRITISH  FREEDOM  (U.B.F.) 
publishing  'UNFIT’.  Another 
activist  was  Jeffrey  Hamm,  a 
Welsh  schoolteacher  by 
profession  and  Blackshirt  by 
conviction.  After  internment  in 
the  Falklands  and  South  Africa 
he  returned  to  this  country  and 
was  called-up  into  the  Army, 
serving  in  the  Royal  Armoured 
Corps.  Inexplicably  discharged  in 
1944.  he  joined  James  Taylor, 
who  had  founded  the  LEAGUE 


JEFFREY  HAMM  SPEAKING 
AT  RIDLEY  ROAD 


organisation  and  renamed  it  THF. 
BRITISH  LEAGUE  OF  EX- 
SERVICEMEN  AND  WOMEN 
With  a  backdrop  of  British 
servicemen  being  murdered  in 
Palestine  together  with  the  liberal 
use  of  dynamite  and  bullets. 
Hamm  fell  honour  bound  to 
protest.  Despite  hysterical 
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was  arrested  for  calling  the 
opposition  'pale  pink  palpitating 
pansies’  together  with  observing 
die  Prime  Minister  Clement 
Attlee;  ‘The  sort  of  man  who 
enters  a  room  in  such  a  way  that 
you  think  someone  has  just  gone 
out’.  For  that  he  was  bound  over 
to  keep  the  peace! 

With  such  record  attendances  he 
made  the  bold  decision  to  include 
Ridley  Road,  the  scene  of  so 
many  pre-war  Mosley  triumphs 
to  his  growing  number  of  venues. 
Very  soon  this  developed  into 
what  became  known  as  THE 
BATTLE  OF  RIDLEY  ROAD 
Over  a  period  of  eight  weeks, 
friend  and  foe  banted  it  out.  In 
the  end.  Hamm  won.  A  Pamphlet 
was  later  published  to  celebrate 
the  fact.  In  October  1947.  against 
a  groundswell  of  growing  public 
interest  Mosley  published  his 
polemic  "THE  ALTERNATIVE 
which  set  out  in  great  detail  the 
way  ahead. 

A  HISTORIC  MEETING 
A  few  weeks  later  on  Saturday 
I5lh  November  1947  a  crucial 
meeting  look  place  at  the  historic 
Memorial  Hall.  Farringdon 
Street.  London.  This  was 
described  as  a  Winter  Sales 
Conference  of  Mosley 
Publications.  Mosley  listened 
with  interest  to  secretaries  and 
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OF  EX-SERVICEMEN.  a 
breakaway  ginger-group  in 
opposition  to  the  BRITISH 
LEGION.  As  a  gifted  orator 
Hamm  espoused  the  name  of 
Mosley  from  his  platform,  a 
brave  thing  to  do  while  VI 
Doodlebugs  and  V2  Rockets 
were  falling  on  the  Home 
Counties.  Despite  considerable 
opposition  people  listened  in 
increasing  numbers.  He  later  took 
over  the  running  of  the 
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opposition  and  on  one  occasion 
being  felled  by  a  brick,  he  fought 
back,  attracting  record  crowds 
often  numbering  over  400  people 
at  each  meeting.  Another  time  he 


supporters  of  the  Book  Clubs 
together  with  representatives  of 
associated  pro-Mosley 

organisations  calling  for  him  to 
re-enter  the  political  arena 
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SPREADING  THE  WORD.  A 
BOOK  CLUB  LIBRARY  IN 
ACTION 


VICTOR  BURGESS 


JEFFREY  I  LAMM  ADDRESSES  AN  A  TTENTIVE  AUDIENCE 


secretary  ,  George  Sutton.  Also  in 
1946  Mosley  published  MY 
ANSWER.  This  gave  clarity  to 
the  years  of  unanswered  lies  and 
allegations  during  his  imposed 
silence.  Within  the  same  volume 
the  seventh  edition  of  the  1938 
classic  TOMORROW  WE  LIVE 
was  reprinted.  In  the  face  of  a 
total  press  and  book  trade 
boycott,  ways  were  needed  to  be 
devised  to  overcome  these 
obstacles.  The  answer  was  the 
formation  of  dozens  of  Book 
Clubs  and  Literary  Circles 
around  the  country.  Backed  up 
with  posters  and  cinema 
advertisements,  this  made  certain 
the  book  gained  national 
attention. 

PHOENIX  BOOKCLUB 
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JEFFREY  HAMM  SPEAKING  FROM  THE  BALCONY 


Sir  Oswald 

1  claim  to  speak  for  the  people  who  had  the  courage  to  fight 
organised  opposition  that  tried  to  sweep  us  from  the  streets. 

For  those  who  did  hold  meetings  in  the  face  of  violence.  Our 
meetings  dosed  down,  going  to  the  next  street  comer,  broken  up 
again,  going  again  to  the  next  street  comer,  sometimes  starting  again 
as  many  as  four  times.  Then  going  to  Hackney  ,  to  a  place  of  which 
you  have  heard  where  we  fought  and  won  the  Battle  of  Ridley  Road. 

We  were  prepared  to  have  gone  on  fighting,  but  what  has  and  is: 
holding  us  back  is  that  we  lack  a  National  Leader. 

Often  the  mistake  is  made  of  attaching  all  the  importance  to  the 
speaker  forgetting  all  the  other  people  who  help  to  make  the  meeting, 
the  people  who  sell  the  literature,  who  take  the  collection  and  hum¬ 
drum  jobs  like  that. 

Tomorrow  we  shall  be  at  Ridley  Road,  we  send  out  an  invitation  to 
those  in  this  hall  tonight  to  be  there,  and  join  the  thousands  of  British 
people  in  raising  the  cry  WE  WANT  MOSLEY. 

Jeffrey  Hamm 

British  League  of  Ex-servicemen  and  women 

Sir. 

When  I  pul  my  name  down  1  was  rather  scared  to  speak  at  an  indoor 
meeting.  I  am  more  used  to  outdoor  meetings,  and  find  speaking  in 
the  streets  much  easier. 

We  have  not  given  up  the  struggle,  we  have  fought  on.  but  it  is  a 
lonely  struggle,  and  with  your  genius,  your  courage,  and  your 
inspiration  to  lead  us.  in  a  very  short  time  rail  only  could  we  have 
l.ondon.  but  the  whole  of  England  right  at  our  feet 
I  know  that  to  cam  out  the  theme  laid  down  in  THE 
ALTERNATIVE,  wc  can  definitely  build  a  greater  and  better 
civilisation,  and  because  of  this,  my  colleagues  and  I  ask  you  to  come 
back.  Wc  pledge  ourselves  to  serve  you  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability. 
Michael  Ryan 
Bruton 

Sir  Oswald. 

I  and  my  friends  of  East  London  could  have,  speaking  in  the  parlance 
of  the  East  End  could  have  ‘chucked  up  the  sponge*,  wc  never 
chucked  up  the  sponge,  wc  were  inspired  by  the  voice  of  the  past,  of 
the  greatest  living  Englishman.  Oswald  Mosley.  Come  back  and  lead 
us:  come  back  and  lead  England 
Duke  Pile 

East  London  ■ 

Sir. 

It  has  often  been  said  that  the  British  People  are  not  worth  fighting 

for.  that  may  he.  so  we  may  think,  but  the  vast  majority  of  the  British 

People  in  the  past  hove  had  no  clear  idea  of  w  hat  our  aims  are 

But  in  England  today  there  has  arisen  a  new  generation,  and  1  appeal 

to  vou  as  the  greatest  Leader  in  this  country  to  cast  aside  any 

prejudice  or  bitterness  and  come  out  and  lead  the  fight  for  the  new 

generation 

Mr  Hearn 

Paddington 


Sir. 

I  would  like  first  of  all  to  address  remarks,  not  because  of  my  service 
in  the  lust  war.  but  because  of  ray  task  in  the  present  day.  I  am 
employed,  my  work  takes  me  in  very  close  contact  with  these 
unfortunate  people  who  come  w  ithin  the  scope  of  the  Poor  Law  I 
find  on  my  round  from  day  to  day  a  hopeless  set  of  people,  who.  in 
the  twilight  of  their  lives,  are  living  in  misery,  which  is  disgraceful  in 
a  country  like  England  We  find  much  trumpeting  that  they  arc  going 
to  scrap  the  Poor  Law.  and  bring  into  existence  National  Assistance 
Boards  They  arc  going  to  have  hotels  for  the  poor  and  aged.  1  say 
this  just  means  that  the  sign  writer  instead  of  putting  institution  for 
the  Aged'  will  cross  out  the  word  institution’  and  put  Hotels  for  the 
Aged’,  and  the  same  building  will  be  there,  the  same  old  disgraccftil 
conditions. 

Secondly,  during  the  war  there  were  men  by  my  side  who  served  by 
my  side,  because  they  thought  they  were  giving  their  lives  to  give 
greater  and  fuller  lives  to  their  people.  These  men  have  been 
betray  ed.  1  should  like  to  say  on  behalf  of  the  poor,  aged  and  hopeless 
people,  on  behalf  of  the  many  Ex-servicemen,  on  behalf  of  those  men 
who  died  in  the  last  war.  I  should  like  to  ask  you  on  their  behalf,  will 
you  take  the  key  which  you  alone  hold  Sir.  break  those  chains  and 
lead  us  to  the  destiny  which  we  can  fulfil  with  vou  alone  as  our 
Leader 
Ken  Dick 

Salisbury  Modern  Book  Club. 

Sir  Oswald. 

I  have  been  urged  on  behalf  of  members  of  Oxford  City  and 
University,  which  is  now  open  to  the  vile,  corrupt,  soul-destroying 
Communist  propaganda,  to  ask  you  to  return  immediately  to  the 
political  arena  and  give  us  Leadership.  Most  members  of  the 
University  served  throughout  the  war  for  high  ideals  as  they  believed, 
hut  these  men  are  now  devoured  hy  a  vile  corruption  of  lies. 

England  needs  to  be  great,  but  it  can  only  be  great  if  its  youth  is 
great.  You  arc  the  only  man  that  can  lead  the  youth  of  England, 
because  you  are  the  incarnation  of  all  that  is  good  in  the  youth  of 
England. 

P.  Thomas 
Oxford  Union 
Sir  Oswald. 

I  fully  recognise  the  very  great  contribution  you  have  made  in 
formulating  the  ideas,  which  you  have  expressed  in  THE 
ALTERNATIVE,  but  I  and  others  find  it  difficult  to  sec  how  these 
ideas  can  ever  be  brought  actually  into  practice  except  with  your 
Leadership  in  u  Political  Movement  once  again.  In  11  IE 
ALTERNATIVE,  you  say  that  you  will  be  always  ready  to  serve  your 
country  in  the  time  of  crisis,  some  of  us  feel  that  this  crisis  is  alrcad> 
with  us  or  not  far  olT  and  the  civilisation  which  you  have  pictured  to 
us.  und  which  we  envisage,  can  only  be  won  by  your  return  to  active 
politics,  and  giving  us  the  power  to  put  into  practice  the  idea  which 
you  have  expressed. 

Bob  Saunders 

Wessex  Book  Club  (Dorchester) 

Sir. 

I  am  afraid  I  am  no  speaker,  hut  believe  my  task  and  my  duty  lies  in 
the  foundation  of  my  living  for  my  children.  I  hat  is  why  1.  on  behalf 
of  my  children,  and  the  rest  of  the  children  of  Britain  demand  that 
you -lead  us  not  tomorrow,  but  from  today. 

Charles  Elliott 

W  cssex  Book  Club  (Bournemouth) 

Sir. 

I  represent  the  Union  for  British  Freedom.  Many  tributes  have  been 
paid  to  your  personality  and  your  inspiration  tonight,  wc  all  know  just 
what  your  inspiration  means  to  us.  Wc  at  first  met  violent  opposition, 
but  now  the  people  arc  crying  out  for  a  Leader,  and  w«  all  know 
today  that  they  are  ready  to  accept  Oswald  Mosley  as  their  Leader. 
Victor  Burgess 
Union  for  British  Freedom 
Sir  Oswald. 

When  I  put  my  name  forward  Sir  to  ask  a  question.  I  intended  to  ask 
just  a  simple  question  which  has  already  been  put  forward,  namely,  is 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  ready  and  prepared,  like  we  are.  to  form,  lead  and 
partake  in  an  organisation  to  carry  out  the  ideas  laid  down  in  THE 
ALTERNATIVE,  but  as  that  simple  question  has  already  been  asked. 
1  put  a  supplementary  question,  how  can  we  be  worthy  of  you  and 
your  ideas. 

Douglas  Pernni 
Hampstead  Literature  Society 


COMRADE 


APRIl,  2006 


DURING  1946/7  MOSLEY  VISITED  A  NUMBER  OF  BOOK 
CLUBS  TO  MEET  AND  TALK  TO  MEMBERS 


A  TULl.  HOUSE’  AUDIENCE  LISTENING  TO  MOSLEY  AT  A 
TYPICAL  MEETING 


Sir. 

I  find  it  rather  difficult  to  follow  so  many  accomplished  speakers  who 
have  put  the  very  thoughts  and  words  that  have  been  in  my  own  heart 
for  the  last  seven  years.  I  have  waited  for  this  moment,  and  I  know 
that  not  only  people  in  this  hall  but  people  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land  would  like  to  hear  it  Because  they  arc  not  here 
tonight  it  does  not  mean  that  they  will  not  hear  the  message  of  this 
meeting  which  is  conveyed  to  you  by  various  members  of  the 
audience,  and  by  the  whole  audience  os  one  man.  That  message  will 
radiate  from  this  meeting  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
Britain,  because  we  know  there  is  only  one  hope,  only  chance  alone 
of  saving  this  country  ,  of  saving  Europe,  and  that  hope  lies  alone  m 
your  Leadership  I  have  never  lost  faith  or  hope,  because  I  knew  that 
the  day  would  come,  in  Mosley’s  own  good  time,  because  he  alone 
can  be  the  judge  of  the  right  moment,  and  I  know  that  the  time  would 
come  when  he  would  again  feel  that  he  could  save  Britain.  Now  a  far 
longer,  far  nobler  task  arises  to  save  the  soul  of  Europe,  the  whole 
civilisation,  and  I  know  that  it  has  been  a  great  sense  of  power,  a 
great  sense  of  confidence  in  the  future,  to  mail  the  inspiring  words  in 
that  book,  it  is  more  than  a  book,  it  is  a  testament,  it  is  the  greatest 
hope  for  the  future.  A  short  while  ago  I  felt  like  a  man  looking 
through  a  tunnel  to  eternal  darkness,  but  now  the  light  shines  through, 
and  there  we  see  before  our  eyes  the  only  man  that  can  lead  this 
country.  I  do  not  want  to  take  up  a  lot  of  time,  but  I  do  want  to  say 
that  this  is  the  moment  I  have  not  only  waited  for.  but  the  moment  I 
have  prayed  for.  I  ask  you  Sir,  I  don’t  ask.  I  demand  you.  to  come 
back. 

Mick  (  larhr 
Bethnal  Green 

Well  Sir.  I  don't  think  that  I  can  add  very  much  to  what  has  been  said 
tonight  One  point  on  personal  experience  during  the  last  year  when  I 
have  been  actively  in  touch  with  many  of  the  people  who  have 
spoken  tonight,  la  us  rc-dedicate  ourselves  to  the  new  task  ahead 
Don’t  throw  all  your  burdeas  on  Oswald  Mosley,  you.  even  one  of 
you.  have  got  to  cany  burdens  in  the  future,  and  realise  that  if  you  are 
going  into  this  great  struggle  and  great  task,  it  is  one  thing  to  ask 
Mosley  to  lead  you,  but  you  have  got  to  play  your  part  so  la  us 
tonight  in  asking  this  great  man  who  has  suffered  so  much  for  Britain 
to  suffer  more  for  Britain,  la  us  re-dcdicatc  ourselves  and  think  not 
what  we  have  done  in  the  past  but  what  we  are  going  to  do  in  the 
mighty  tasks  in  the  future.  We  have  all  suffered.  and  we  suffer  more 
in  the  humiliation  of  our  country  than  anything  else.  We  want  vou. 
Sir  to  lead  us  in  order  that  out  ranks  might  find  through  union  a  new 
born  strength.  Wc  know  that  under  your  leadership  and  under  your 
Leadership  alone,  our  stricken  country  can  be  saved  again  through 
the  union  of  all  that  is  best  in  Britain,  and  once  lhai  is  achieved,  then 
again  under  your  Leadership  Britain  can  lake  her  place  in  the 
councils  of  the  nations,  which  she  has  lost,  and  can  bring  about  the 
union  of  Europe  that  we  wish.  Wc  know  it  is  u  mighty  task,  but  we 
must  have  the  inspiration  that  only  you  can  give  tonight  again,  the 
flame  of  great  endeavour 
Raven  Thomson 
V  cst  London 


MOSLEY  AT  EARRING  DON  I  lAl.l.  15™  NOVEMBER  194? 
My  Friends. 


No  one  could  hear  the  words  that  have  been  spoken  here  tonight  by 
old  and  beloved  friends  and  by  new  and  fine  young  spirits  without 
being  profoundly  moved  by  that  appeal. 

It  is  a  thing  that  I  have  though!  about  very  deeply  ever  since  my  main 
task  of  the  post  war  period,  the  writing  of  THE  ALTERNA  TIVE  was 
finished  I  thought  my  first  task  after  the  war  must  be  to  formulate  a 
new  idea  that  was  not  easy :  it  took  a  long  time  to  embody  the  result 
of  five  years  reading  and  thought.  It  is  not  easy  to  formulate  and 
prescribe  a  new  concept  of  civilisation,  it  requires  deep 
concentration,  and  until  it  was  done  I  did  not  lift  my  head  or  reflect 
on  anything  else,  it  had  to  be  done,  and  it  is  done.  Since  then  I  have 
thought  about  this  thing  which  has  been  raised  here  tonight 
Wc  cannot  stand  aside  and  see  England  sink,  but  no  man  of  my 
experience  would  be  looking  for  further  tasks  of  the  kind,  or  burdens 
of  the  sort  I  hove  to  carry  I  have  no  bitterness  within  me.  certain  I  \  I 
do  not  blame  the  British  people,  while  even  the  sneers  of  the  small 
minded  person  is  something  I  hope  I  have  never  cared  anything  about 
but  held  in  contempt.  Ixl  them  be  and  let  them  go.  w  hat  matters  to  us 
is  England  and  Europe 

ll  is  a  formidable  task,  nothing  is  the  same  as  before  the  war.  my 
method  could  not  be  entirely  the  same.  I  have  to  rely  now  much  more 
upon  the  written  word  than  before  the  war.  because  it  is  only  by  the 
written  word  that  I  can  reach  the  audience  1  have  to  reach  My  duty 
and  mission  to  reach  out  lo  the  wider  audience  of  the  Eurnpcun 
In  the  old  days  we  had  to  go  out  into  the  highways  and  byways 
finding  men  and  women  and  we  did  find  them.  set.  true,  hard  as  steel, 
ready  to  endure,  and  so  lhai  steel  framework  of  our  Movcmenl  which 
has  stood  the  test  of  time  arose,  and  therefore  I  could,  if  I  wish 
associated  with  a  political  Movement  today  pursue  that  policy  which 
I  prescribe,  content  with  purely  propaganda  of  the  written  word,  and 
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grcai  meetings  only  where  local  organisations  justify  great  meetings 
Now.  we  arc  not  going  to  anticipate  any  decision  tonight.  1  merely 
say  that  if  the  decision  is  to  form  a  Movement  in  Britain,  the 
propaganda  which  I  should  put  out  would  be  far  better  than  anything 
we  had  time  to  do  before  the  war  because  time  prevented  it. 

I  can  sec  ways  and  means  by  which  skill  and  determination  can  carry 
our  propaganda  to  every  man  and  woman  in  the  country,  and 
eventually  when  conditions  permit,  carry  our  faith  right  throughout 
the  continent  of  Europe 

Everyone  here  lias  been  a  deep  and  living  inspiration.  I  hope.  I  know 
what  you  feel  about  it.  When  old  friends  and  new  friends  have 
spoken  as  you  have  tonight,  and  when  we  look  at  England,  we  are  all 
conscious  of  the  responsibility  that  rests  on  every  one  of  us.  a 
responsibility  greater  than  we  have  ever  known  before.  I  think  at  least 
you  know  this  of  roc.  that  I  shall  not  flinch.  I  have  always  tried  to 
serve  the  people  of  this  country  in  the  highest  aspiration,  in  that  high 
service  alone  can  we  fulfil  Ihe  Will  of  God  on  earth.  You  have  told 
me  what  you  think  my  service  shall  be.  I  will  go  und  think  deeply  on 
these  things,  you  shall  have  my  answer 
My  friends  1  thank  every  one  of  vou 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley 
European 


MOVEMENT  7™  FEBRUARY  1948 


MOSLEM  S  ANSWER 

On  Friday  28'h  November  1947,  Mosley  gave  his  answer.  A  press 
conference  was  called  at  39.  South  Eaton  Place,  announcing  the 
formation  of  UNION  MOVEMENT.  After  setting  out  the  reasons  for 
a  European  Union,  a  lively  question  and  answer  session  followed.  It 
"'as  explained  that  5 1  organisations  had  agreed  to  be  the  nucleus  of 
the  new  party  that  would  come  into  being  carlv  in  the  New  Year 
The  launch  of  UNION  MOVEMENT  took  place  on  Saturday  7* 
February  1948  at  Wilfred  Street  School  Westminster  with  over  300 
delegates  representing  the  51  organisations  that  initiallv  made  up 
U.M. 

THE  LONG  MARCH  TO  SANITY  I1AD  BEGI  N. 
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PEOPLE  LINE-UP  TO  JOIN  UNION  MOVEMENT 


I  must  give  myself  to  this  task. 

My  life  striving  in  the  politics  of  Britain  made  known  my  name 
and  character:  my  voice  can  now  reach  beyond  the  confines  of 
one  country7,  because  it  has  been  heard  before.  The  past  has 
imposed  the  duty7  of  the  future: 

I  must  do  this  thing  because  no  other  can. 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley,  1947 

Father  of  Europe  A  Nation 
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For  the  whole  of  British  Union's  life,  the  normal  avenues  of  spreading  policy  were  deliberately  denied  by  the  ruling 
power,  unless  of  course,  a  story  could  be  worked  up  into  adverse  publicity.  It  therefore  fell  upon  members  to  be 
incredibly  innovative  in  getting  the  message  across  to  the  people.  They  were  equal  to  the  task.  Hiring  and  filling  the 
largest  halls  in  the  country,  hundreds  of  weekly  street  meetings,  a  dedicated  number  of  loudspeaker  vans  touring 
the  country,  recordings,  films  and  a  weekly  newspaper  all  helped  to  press  Mosley’s  case. 


One  truly  original  idea  was  the  purchase  of  an  ex-naval  motor  launch.  Named 
Advance;  she  spent  her  summers  cruising  along  the  south  coast.  Under  the  captaincy 
of  William  Henry  (Peter)  Symes  O/C  National  Transport  she  would  position  herself 
ofT  crowded  beaches  to  deliver  the  Blackshirt  policy  via  loudspeakers  often  backed  up 
with  shore-based  members  handing  out  leaflets.  In  July  1935,  Advance  attended  the 
Royal  Navy  Review  at  Spithead.  Flying  the  Red  F.nsign  and  Fascist  flags  with  a  full 
complement  of  uniformed  Blackshirts,  they  saluted  the  King  passing  on  the  Royal 
yacht.  Later  the  launch  moved  among  the  fleet  exchanging  greetings  with  other 
visitors. 

In  1939  and  change  of  ow  nership  Advance  was  set  to  take  on  a  momentous  role  that 
was  to  secure  her  place  in  naval  history.  We  are  indebted  to  the  late  Colin  Dick,  for 
this  story  can  now  be  told  in  precise  detail. 

BLACKSHIRT  BOAT  WAS  FIRST 
TO  RESCUE  BRITISH  TROOPS 
AT  DUNKIRK  IN  1940 

Shortly  before  he  died,  my  old  friend  Eric  Piercx 
asked  me  to  set  dow  n  the  story  of  the  small  part  we 
played  in  the  rescue  of  the  British  Expeditionary 
Force  from  France  in  1940  as  manv  inaccurate 
versions  bad  been  told  over  the  vears. 


Eric  first  joined  Mosley  in  the 
New  Parts  and  followed  him  into 
the  BUF  where  he  was 
Commander  of  the  Fascist 
Defence  Force,  which.  I  believe, 
later  became  known  as  the  T 
Squad.  The  purpose  of  this 
mobile  formation  was  to  race 
around  London  rescuing 
Blackshirt  speakers  from  Red 
assailants:  a  task  that  Eric  was 
ideally  suited  for  by  temperament 
and  physique.  He  also  had  the ' 
distinction  of  being  the  originator 
of  the  Circle- and- Flash  symbol, 
which  served  as  the  Movement's 
motif  for  many  years. 

I  knew  Eric  from  ray  days  at 
Black  House,  the  BIT  National 
I  Icadquartcrs  in  Chelsea,  and 
later  in  the  1930s  Eric  became 
my  personal  secretary 
We  were  both  fond  of  boating 
and  in  1939.  I  decided  to  buy  a 
motorised  craft.  Eric  raid  me  of  a 
BIT  motor  boat  that  was  surplus 
to  requirements  it  was  owned  by 
Peter  Svmcs  who  used  to  sail  it 
along  the  English  Channel  to 
deliver  propaganda  messages  by 
loudspeaker  to  holidaymakers 
sunning  themselves  on  south 
coast  beaches. 

I  bought  the  'Advance'  for  a 
Fiver  and  although  it  needed  a 
coat  of  paint,  the  engine  was  soon 
in  perfect  running  order.  We 
spent  many  weekends  aboard  it 
venturing  as  far  from  our 
moorings  at  Icddington  as  the 


Isle  of  Wight  and  Poole  Harbour. 
When  the  call  went  out  in  the 
spring  of  1940  for  small  boats  to 
help  bring  back  troops  of  the 
beleaguered  British 

Expeditionary  Force  in  France, 
we  immediately  set  sail  for  the 
rendezvous  point  at  Sheemcss. 
We  became  part  of  the  first 
flotilla  of  six  motorboats  to  reach 
Dunkirk  and  the  'Advance'  had 
the  distinction  of  being  the  very 
first  to  take  war-weary  troops  off 
the  beach. 

Out  task  was  to  ferry  troops  from 
the  shore  to  the  large  Royal  Navy 
vessels  standings  by  off  the  coast 
and  that  afternoon  we  made 
twenty  return  journeys  and 
transported  around  500  men.  Of 
course.  German  dive-bombers 
were  constantly  strafing  us  and 
everything  else  in  sight  that 
moved.  One  of  them  flew  so  low 
over  us  that  it  clipped  the  top  of 
our  mast  clean  off. 

It  has  been  reported  that  Eric  was 
wounded  in  this  action  but  this  is 
incorrect:  we  were  only  hit  by 
splinters  caused  by  machine-gun 
fire  hitting  the  ship  and  they  did 
little  personal  damage.  However, 
one  bomb  did  land  close  by. 
causing  the  Advance'  to  shoot 
up  at  least  ten  feet  above  the 
water  -  but  fortunately,  we 
landed  the  right  way  up! 

The  lowest  point  was  when  we 
saw  one  of  the  large  Royal  Navy 
ships,  on  which  we  had  landed 


some  of  our  rescue  troops,  blown 
to  pieces  by  a  direct  hit.  Few  on 
board  could  have  survived. 

By  now.  four  boats  from  our 
original  flotilla  of  six  had  been 
sunk  and  the  machine  gun  fire 
and  shrapnel  had  severely 
damaged  the  'Advance'.  We 
were  instructed  by  the  Lieutenant 
in  charge  to  head  for  home 
immediately  The  hazardous 
return  journey  through  mist  and 
floating  mines  was  safely 
completed  with  just  a  single 
gallon  of  petrol  remaining  by  the 
time  we  made  landfall. 


LAUNCH  'ADVANCE' 

ATTENDING  THE  SPITHEAD 
REVIEW  IN  1935 

It  has  been  said  that  the  police 
woe  waiting  at  Dover  to  arrest  us 
under  Regulation  I8B  but  this  is 
not  quite  true.  On  our  return  we 
were  given  a  day's  recovery  time 
whilst  the  'Advance'  was  patched 
up  ready  for  another  sortie  on  the 
Monday  .  In  fact  they  came  tor  as 
on  the  Sunday  at  Eric's  house  in 
Sasscx  whilst  we  were  still 
picking  the  splinters  out  of  our 
flesh.  We  were  arrested  in  the 
garden  tn  front  of  his  wife  and 
children  as  potential  traitors  who 
would  be  most  likely  to  sabotage 
the  war  effort  given  the  chance! 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  1 1 
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BEXLEYHEATH 

Melita  Norwood,  a  British  master  spy  in  the  pay  of  Russia  over  four 
decades  has  died.  Despite  unequivocal  guilt,  she  was  never  arrested, 
let  alone  brought  to  trial  Her  treachery  began  in  the  early  1930s 
when  she  joined  the  innocuous  sounding  British  Non-Ferrous  Metals 
Research  Association.  Cultivating  a  benign,  efficient  persona, 
promotion  soon  followed  as  secretary  to  the  managing  director.  In 
such  a  position,  access  was  gained  to  all  the  firm's  papers  including 
secret  documents  on  Britain's  research  into  metallurgy  later 
associated  with  the  atomic  bomb. 

A  left  wing  family  background  of  the  Co-Operative  movement,  the 
Workers  Educational  Association  and  the  Independent  Labour  Party 
led  her  on  to  joining  the  Communist  Party  of  Great  Britain. 
Embracing  the  Russian  cause  and  with  recommendation  by  Andrew 
Rothstein  (a  founder  member  of  the  C.P.G.B  I  she  was  recruited  by 
the  N.K.V.D.,  who  knew  her  employers  were  working  on  nuclear 
research  In  her  privileged  position  she  systematically  photographed 
every  file,  passing  on  copies  to  her  Soviet  masters  He  code  name 
'Hola'  first  surfaced  when  the  1937  Woolwich  Arsenal  spy  ring  was 
exposed  Little  was  done  at  the  time  to  track  down  another,  known  to 
be  an  active  spy 

When  .Anglo-American  relations  became  strained  after  the  war.  as 
America  became  convinced  that  leaks  were  occurring  from  the 
British  side,  the  government  decided  to  go  it  alone  resulting  in  yet 
more  contracts  being  placed  with  her  employers  Again,  every  single 
document  ended  up  on  a  Moscow  desk. 

Because  of  her  communist  sympathisers,  her  blanket  security 
clearance  was  cancelled  in  1951.  With  the  decryption  of  the  'Verona' 
papers  in  1966,  she  was  finally  exposed.  This  did  not  stop  her.  She 
continued  to  gain  access  to  sensitive  files,  passing  on  copies  to  her 
Soviet  masters  right  up  to  her  retirement  in  the  early  1970s.  Even 
then  her  traitorous  past  was  kept  from  the  public 
To  gauge  Norwood’s  importance,  it  is  known  that  when,  due  to 
Stalin’s  purges,  the  number  of  western  contacts  had  to  be  reduced  she 
was  chosen  to  continue  against  the  temporary  dropping  of  Rim 
Philby 

Her  treachery  gained  her  the  secret  award  of  the  Order  of  the  Red 
Banner  and  a  pension.  Later  when  yet  more  evidence  came  to  light 
M15  decided  not  to  prosecute  because  it  ‘might  have  led  to  criticism 
for  harassing  an  old  lady’.  This  was  backed  up  by  Jack  Straw,  the 
then  Home  Secretary,  who  followed  the  same  line  Incredibly,  she 
was  never  even  interviewed  by  our  security  service. 

Without  the  Mitrokhin  files  (see  Comrade  57)  together  with  the 
brilliant  research  of  Dr  Christopher  Andrews  she  would  never  have 
been  publicly  unmasked.  Vet  another  example  of  the  self  elected 
liberal  P.C.  lobby  that  has  gained  such  an  insidious  grip  on  the 
affairs  of  this  country'  and  without  doubt  can  be  blamed  for  a 
great  deal  of  our  current  woes  _ 
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Edmund  Ironside  who  also 
wanted  a  negotiated  peace  with 
Germany.  And  although  Bryan 
Clough  does  not  go  so  far 
himself,  it  is  surely  hard  to 
believe  that  Liddell  and  Knight 
could  have  resisted  the  chance  to 
suggest  to  Anderson  that  Ramsay 
must  have  briefed  Mosley  on  the 
contents  of  the  secret  Churchill- 
Rooscvelt  correspondence  -  a 
story  that  could  appear  in  British 
Union's  ’Action"  any  day  unless 
they  were  allowed  to  act 
Vernon  KcIL  the  Dircctoi- 
Cencral  of  MI5.  then  used 
contacts  in  the  Government  close 
to  Churchill  to  ensure  that 
Anderson  was  leaned  on  from 
above. 

ANDERSON (  A\ US  IN 
Either  way.  the  pressure  on 
Anderson  was  enough  4 S  hours 


after  Ramsay's  arrest  he  agreed 
for  “about  30"  of  the  leaders  of 
British  Union  to  he  interned  “to 
cripple  the  movement".  Within  a 
year.  Ml  5  saw  that  the  “30"  grew 
to  over  1. 000  British  men  and 
women  imprisoned  without 
charge  or  trial  under  Regulation 
I8B. 

Mosley's  principled  stand  for 
“Peace  with  Honour.  British 
Empire  Intact  and  British  People 
Safe”  was  lost  -  and  Hitler's 
numerous  overtures  to  the  British 
Government  (far  peace 
negotiations,  confirmed  during 
Goenng's  interrogation  after  the 
War  (2).  went  unanswered 
60-MILLION  LIVES  LOST 
So  began  the  War  that  could  have 
been  avoided.  A  war  that  cost  the 
lives  of  60-million  Europeans  - 
including  366.365  Britons. 

Long  after  the  Second  World 
War  ended^  it  is  known  that 
Mosley  and  •  Lady  Diana 
entertained  Maxwell  Knight 


(retired  from  M15  and  by  then  a 
TV  and  radio  presenter  for 
‘Woman's  Hour'  and  naturalist 
programmes  for  children)  to  tea 
at  their  French  home  outside 
Paris.  Oh.  to  have  been  a  fly  on 
the  wall  at  that  one 
Whatever  else.  Mosley  was 
clearly  a  forgiving  soul. 

Gordon  Heck  well 

(1)  National  Archives  ref: 

CAB  1 20/69 1 

(2)  National  Archives  ref: 

AIR20/8693 
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It  has  to  be  said  that  the 
Regulation  I8B  Advisory 
Committee  were  much  impressed 
by  the  stoty  of  our  service  at 
Dunkirk  and  even  the  normal  I  \ 
hard-line  M15  did  not  object 
when  our  release  from 
Internment  was  recommended 
after  about  90  days  in  prison 
Shortly  after,  we  received  an 
official  certificate  recording  our 
actions  aboard  the  ‘Advance’  and 
helping  with  the  rescue  of  the 
BEF  at  Dunkirk  —  plus  a  cheque 
for  £10  each! 

What  Eric  and  I  did  on  that  day 
was  no  more  and  no  less  than 
hundreds  of  other  small  boat 
owners. 

But  our  internment 
demonstrates  the  corrupt 
nature  of  a  perfidious  British 
Government  that  labelled  as 
traitors  and  fifth-columnists 
patriotic  men  and  women  who 
would  make  any  sacrifice  to 

I 

defend  the  country  that  they 
loved 

'Advance"  was  never  listed  with 
Lloyds  Register  so  we  do  not 
know  the  finer  details  of  this 
historic  motor  launch  It  has  now 
emerged  that  she  was  so  badly 
damaged  on  her  return  she 
needed  to  be  beached  to  save  her 
from  sinking  After  much  needed 
repairs  ' Advance  made  another 
trip  to  Dunkirk  on  the  3"*  June 
under  the  command  of  S  Lt  P 
Snow  returning  to  Ramsgate  on 
the  yJ  June  Just  over  a  war 
later,  on  the  23“  June  1941  she 
was  lost  to  fire 

As  one  of  the  'Little  Ships ' 
associated  with  'The  Miracle  of 
Dunkirk  its  place  In  Naiioiial 
and  Blackshirt  history  is  assured 


u 
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I8B:  ONE  MAN’S  STORY 


Claude  F  F  Duvivier  was  born  in  Spa,  Belgium  in  1902.  He  witnessed  at  first  hand  the 
bloody  fighting  over  his  native  land  during  the  First  World  War.  Like  so  many  others 
of  his  generation,  he  was  revolted  by  such  a  catastrophe  and  was  determined  to  stop  a 
second  conflict.  By  the  1930s  he  had  settled  in  this  country  and  had  taken  up  farming 
in  the  West  country.  Because  of  his  youthful  experiences,  he  could  see  sooner  than 
most  the  drift  by  design  towards  a  second  war.  Judging  British  Union  as  the  one 
organisation  able  to  stop  such  a  conflict,  he  joined  and  rose  to  become  District  Leader 
of  Exmouth.  A  man  of  exceptional  courage,  ability  and  principle  he  was  caught  up  in 
the  5th  Column  hysteria  of  1940,  and  as  a  result,  was  to  serve  one  of  the  longest  terms 
of  incarceration  under  Regulation  18B. 

The  pattern  of  events  started  with  an  exchange  of 
letters.  Duvivier’s  friend  William  Crowle,  member  of 
B.Us  Devonport  branch  wrote  to  his  friend  on  the  Is' 

January  1940. 


Dear  D.V.  (Claude  Duvivier) 
Many  thanks  for  your  letter.  I’m 
much  better  now  and  shall  soon 
be  leaving  hospital.  What  I’m 
chiefly  writing  to  you  about  is  to 
ask  you  if  you  would  help  me 
provide  a  story  for  ‘Action’  (the 
weekly  B.U.F.  newspaper)  as 
you  are  better  known  there  than 
1  am.  It  mainly  concerns 
Winston  Churchill  and  1  believe 
it  would  provide  a  real  “scoop" 
for  ‘Action’  Ask  them  to  send 
down  a  man  to  see  me  if 
possible,  so  that  I  can  give  him 
the  story  direct,  only  not 
immediately  as  1  still  have  a  few 
details  to  collect.  By  the  way  do 
you  know  that  the  Kelly  is  in 
port  with  a  hole  in  her  side  and 
26  dead  on  board,  she  was  out  in 
the  North  Sea,  also  the 

Vanquisher  and  Vindictive  are 
damaged,  what  about  being  told 
the  truth  now  eh? 

Yours  etc.  W'.  Crowle 
Duvivier  sent  on  Crowle  s  letter 
to  Action's  editor  with  a 
covering  note. 

6lh  January  1940 
Dear  Mr  Thomson, 

We’ve  just  got  rid  of  Horey- 
Boloney  (Horc-Belisha)  having 
resigned  his  post  of  Secretary 
for  War  now  how  about  a  smack 
at  “Winnie  the  Boo?”  (ref  made 
to  Winston  Churchill  at  Earl’s 
Court  July  1939.  who  at  that 
time  was  first  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty)  I’m  enclosing  this 
letter  from  my  friend  Crowle  so 
that  you  may  read  it  for 
yourself.  1  can  vouch  for  its 
authenticity:  having  known  and 
corresponded  with  him  for  some 
time  now.  also  our  C.P.O.  could 
vouch  for  him.  he  is  one  of  our 
keenest  members  in  the 
Plymouth  district. 

Yours 

D.V. 

By  this  lime  all  inward  going 
mail  to  British  Union 
Headquarters  was  being 


routinely  monitored  by  M15. 
What  finer  excuse  to  arrest  two 
Blackshirts  (who  had  no 
previous  convictions )  by 
alleging  this  correspondence 
was  'of  value  to  the  enemy '. 

On  30Ih  January  1940  both  men 
appeared  at  Exeter  Police  Court 
charged  under  the  emergency 
powers  (Defence)  Regulations 
of  being  in  possession  of  a 
document  that  would  directly  or 
indirectly  be  useful  to  an  enemy. 
Subsequently  the  court  heard 
evidence  in  camera.  On 
reconvening  in  public  session 
both  men  changed  their  plea  to 
‘guilty’  to  the  chargers. 
Sentence  of  six  months 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour 
was  passed. 

THE  FUTILITY  OF  WAR 

In  mounting  his  defence. 
Duvivier.  recalled  living 
through  the  whole  period  of  the 
1914-18  war  in  Belgium  and 
witnessed  the  futile  results  of 
that  colossal  upheaval.  ‘As  soon 
as  I  saw  my  opportunity  later  on 
I  was  determined  to  do  all  I 
could  to  assist  in  any  cause  that 
was  out  for  peace  and 
friendship,  realising  only  too 
well  that  another  war  between 
Britain  and  Germany  would 
prove  disastrous  for  all 
concerned', 

In  subsequently  meeting  Crowle 
in  prison  he  was  told  that  the 
news  about  the  ships  was 
common  knowledge  throughout 
Plymouth  because  anybody  in 
the  Dock  area  could  see  them. 
But  as  this  happened  to  be 
recorded  in  a  letter,  and  the 
correspondence  was  evidently 
being  pried  into  by  “M15".  it 
constituted  “a  document  of 
value  to  the  enemy"  and 
provided  the  authorities  with  a 
reasonable  excuse  for  having 
both  put  out  of  the  way. 

On  the  subject  of  this  prying 
into  private  correspondence,  he 


remembered  whilst  in  Exeter 
prison  reading  a  copy  of  the 
prisoner’s  “Weekly  News 
Sheet",  an  account  of  a  speech 
made  by  Lord  Halifax  in  which 
he  said:  “In  this  great 
democracy  of  ours,  there  will 
be  no  prying  into  peoples 
correspondence  and  telephone 
wires  If  that  was  not  slightly 
ironic  to  say  the  least  it 
certainly  struck  him  as  being 
hypocritical. 

In  view  of  the  above,  he  had  to 
admit  that  it  was  foolish  to  have 
preceded  with  the  matter  in  the 
way  that  he  did.  namely, 
enclosing  Crowle’s  letter  in  a 
sealed  envelope  addressed  to  A. 
Raven-Thomson  Esq..  c/o 
‘Action’. 

ACTIONS  IN  THE  CAUSE 
OF  PEACE 

During  his  long  imprisonment 
he  wrote  ...  ‘On  joining  the 
B.U.  a  revolutionary 
organisation,  I  had  no  axe  to 
grind,  no  personal  grudge 
against  anybody  or  anything  in 
particular.  I  was  not  one  of  the 
down-and-outs  or  persecuted  in 
business,  except  that  I  really  did 
sympathise  with  my  fellow- 
farmers  for  the  bad  treatments 
they  were  getting  from 
successive  Tory  and  so-called 
“National”  Governments:  1  had 
always  more  or  less  had  what  I 
wanted.  led  a  pleasant  way  of 
life,  and  was  never  so  happy 
domestically  as  when  I  settled 
down  with  an  ideal  life-partner 
and  we  started  rearing  a  little 
family.  Therefore,  on  joining  the 
B.U.  whose  motto  was  "Britain- 
First”.  my  motives  were  entirely 
patriotic,  altruistic  and.  in  the 
cause  of  peace.  On  making  a 
careful  study  of  the  B.U. 
policy,  I  became  convinced 
that  not  only  was  Sir  O. 
Mosley  an  idealist  and  « 
realist  after  mv  own  liking, 
but  that  the  National-Socialist 
policy  such  as  advocated  by 
B.U.  in  “Tomorrow  We  Live” 
i.e.  by  British  men,  with 
British  methods,  for  British 
people,  could  onlv  but  hencfii 
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CLAUDE  DUVIVIER 


the  whole  British 

Commonwealth  in  general. 

With  these  facts  in  mind  then, 
and  as  the  years  sped  by  il 
became  more  and  more  obvious 
that  we  were  drifting  towards 
war,  my  actions  and  writings 
would.  I  quite  agree,  demand 
some  elucidation  by  those  who 
still  do  not  understand  the  real 
causes  of  this  war  and  the 
British  Union  ideology.  Having 
acquainted  myself  with  what  I 
firmly  believed  to  be  the  truth 
behind  the  whole  ghastly 
business  1  became  almost  a 
fanatic.  I  regarded  it  as  my  duty 
towards  my  fellow-creatures  to 
impart  to  them  this  knowledge, 
and  to  warn  them  of  the 
impending  dangers.  There  are 
many  people  on  this  Britain  of 
ours  who  were  fully  aware  of 
the  truth,  but  who  for  various 
reasons,  dared  not  open  their 
mouths.  (Some  might  say  that  I 
at  any  rate  had  nothing  to  lose; 
on  the  contrary,  by  landing 
i  myself  in  prison  and  detention  I 
have  jeopardised  the  whole  of 
my  family  life,  the  company  of 
my  dear  wife  and  children 
which  I  value  more  than 
anything  in  this  world.)  As  time 
went  on  the  Press  agitation 
against  Germany  grew  in 
intensity,  and  the  people  were 
duly  taken  in  by  this,  it  was  the 
daily  drip-drip  of  journalistic 
poison  that  did  the  trick.  The 
dogs  of  war  were  barking,  “Cry 
Havoc"  Only  Mosley  stood  out, 
I  like  a  solid  rock  amidst  the 
oceans,  for  peace  and  sanity. 
In  my  view  then,  every  action 
taken  by  Germany  to  wipe  out 
the  injustices  of  the  Versailles 
Treaty  and  to  consolidate  her 
frontiers  and  armed  forces  were 
fully  justified,  in  the  sense  that 
had  we  been  placed  in  a  similar 
position,  we  would  have  done 
likewise,  or  been  unworthy  of 
the  name  of  Britons. 
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For  me.  and  for  many  others 
who  knew  the  real  issues  of  this 
conflict,  it  was  not  now  a  cause 
of  “my  country  right  or  wrong”, 
how  could  it  be?  Were  not  the 
British  people  duped  into  this 
war  in  the  belief  that  they  were 
going  to  the  help  of  Poland?  Yet 
on  that  very  morrow  of  that 
declaration  of  war  on  Germany 
Chamberlain  did  proclaim,  and 
others  after  him  have  reiterated 
throughout,  that  this  is  a  war  for 
“the  destruction  of  Nazism”,  i.e. 
National-Socialism  in  other 
words,  an  ideological  war. 
Wretched  Poland  had  merely 
been  encouraged  by  Britain  to 
adopt  an  increasingly  hostile 
attitude  towards  Germany  so 
that  the  “Corridor"  problem 
would  provide  the  powder- 
barrel.  Hence  the  bitterness  and 
the  hatred  engendered  by  this 
conflict. 

A  CHANGE  OF  VENUE 


Having  served  their  sentence, 
both  defendants  were  not 
released  but  caught  under 
Regulation  18B.  A  dreary •  round 
of prisons  ensued  finally  landing 
at  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man  on  12'" 
June  1941.  Over  the  next  three 
years  Claude  Duvivier  had 
plenty  of  time  to  reflect  on  his 
actions  and  the  law  that 
ensnared  him. 

He  wrote:  “We  are  told  that  the 
purpose  of  Regulation  18B  is  to 
ensure  Public  Safety”  and  that: 
“Detention  under  18B  is  for 
custodial  purposes  only  and  not 
intended  to  be  punitive”.  In 
other  words  we  are  merely  being 
held  on  suspicion  of  what  we 
might  do.  At  the  time  when 
mass  detentions  were  taking 
place  in  May,  June  and  July 
1940,  (The  “Fifth  Column”)  Sir 
John  Anderson,  then  Home 
Secretary  made  the  following 
statement  to  the  press.  “This 
action  has  not  been  taken 
because  of  the  opinions  held  or 
expressed  by  these  people  or 
because  of  their  propaganda 
activities,  but  because  the 
organisations  of  which  they  are 
leading  members  might  be  used 
in  the  execution  of  acts 
prejudicial  to  the  security  of  the 
State”. 

Previous  to  appearing  before  the 
Advisory  Board  Duvivier  was 
handed  an  indictment  sheet  on 
which  were  detailed  the 
“particulars"  which  prompted 
the  Home  Secretary  “to  have 
reasonable  cause  to  believe”  that 
you  would  have  been  a  danger 
to  Public  Security  had  you  been 
allowed  to  remain  at  large  On 
the  indictment  he  was  accused 
of  acts  prejudicial  to  the  public 
safety. 

“In  January  1940  you  procured 


information  which  included 


details  of  damage  to  and 
movements  of  H.M  ships  and 
prepared  to  forward  this 
information  to  the  Editor  of 
"Action"  a  publication  of  the 
organisation  known  as  British 
Union,  of  which  you  were  a 
member ”, 

Duvivier’ s  response  was 
forthright:  “You  say  by  this  that 
I  am  not  only  held  for  an 
“offence”  for  which  I  officially 
did  six  months  hard  labour  but 
in  reality  did  12  months  all  told 
in  various  prisons  and  had  there 
been  any  Justice  should  have 
been  released  on  completion  of 
sentence”. 

Having  failed  the  first  hearing 
he  was  later  granted  a  second 
appeal  for  release  on  1 5,h 
January  1942.  “1  personally  did 
not  entertain  much  hope,  but  I 
thought  I  would  have  a  good  try. 
especially  as  Crowle  had  been 
successful.  1  did  so  merely 
because  I  am  fonder  of  my  wife 
and  children,  than  I  was  of 
kicking  my  heels  in  an 
Internment  Camp,  one  only  had 
to  “spin  ‘em  a  yam”,  “promise 
to  be  a  good  boy”  and  out  you 
went.  But  no!  the  evidence 
against  me  is  too  patent,  and  in 
writing.  You  cannot  deny  what 
you  have  written  so  easily  as 
you  could  the  spoken  word,  and 
my  result,  of  course  a  foregone 
conclusion  was  “Further 
detained” 

Summing  up  on  my  own 
Committee.  Mr  Stolt  was  good 
enough  to  say,  and  1  am  very 
grateful  to  him  for  it.  that:  “In 
effect  Mr  Duviver  you  were 
not  really  anti-British,  but  just 
anti-Government”  And  that 
I’m  sure  that  is  fair  enough  and 
as  near  to  the  truth  as  could  be 
1  was  anti -Government 
primarily,  because  striving  for 
Peace  and  friendship  was 
Germany  was  entirely  in  the 
interests  of  my  fellow  creatures 
1  saw  the  British  Government 
increasingly  becoming  a  war- 
government  not  in  the  interests 
of  the  British  people  but  in  the 
interests  of  International- 
Finance. 

In  contrast  if  we  had  stuck  to  a 
policy  of  “Minding  Britain’s 
Business”,  i.e.  the  Empire’s 
business,  we  would  not  to-day 
be  witnessing  the  sorry 
spectacle  of  what  has  occurred 
and  is  still  occurring. 

Claude  Duvivier  was  finally 
released  on  2&h  July  1944  one 
of  the  longest  serving  detainees 

of  the  infamous  IBB  law  He 
returned  to  his  beloved  family 
and  once  again  took  up  farming. 
His  spirit  still  strong,  he  often 
wrote  and  got  published,  letters 
to  the  papers  pointing  out  the 
consequences  of  the  war. 


THE  FIGHT  GOES  ON 
Sir.  -  It  began  in  September 
1939,  when  Russia  halved  Poland 
with  Nazi  Germany.  The  same 
year.  Finland  was  attacked  and 
the  Finnish  frontier  pushed  back. 
In  June  1940.  the  Rumaniam 
frontier  suffered  the  same  fate.  In 
August  the  Baltic  Slates  of 
Estonia  Latvia  and  Lithuania 
were  incorporated  in  the  Soviet 
Union. 

In  June  1942.  the  Germans 
attacked  Russia  and  flooded  800 
miles  eastward  as  far  as 
Stalingrad. 

Then  in  1943  the  tide  turned 
again  and  Russia  began  to  move 
westward  once  more. 

Now  in  1947.  either  by  setting  up 
satellite  Governments  or  plain 
military  occupation.  Russia’s 
political  frontiers  stand  west  of 
the  Elbe  and  the  Danube. 

Beyond  these  rivers  Soviet 
pressure  is  exerted  upon  Italy  and 
Greece  in  the  west  and  on  Turkey 
and  Persia  in  the  south.  In  the  Far 
East,  the  Chinese  have  also  felt 
the  encroaching  weight  of  the 
largest  Stale  of  the  world. 

In  all  countries  a  well  organised 
and  disciplined  Communist  party 
stands  ready  to  cany  out  the 
orders  of  the  Communist  Party 
Supreme  Command,  which  has 
its  headquarters  in  Moscow . 


Sir,  -  “they  brought  this  disaster 
upon  themselves  and  they  must 
face  the  consequences”.  It  is  to 
me  incomprehensible  that  a  man 
like  Field-Marshal  Montgomery 
could  have  said  such  a  thing 
without  his  tongue  in  his  cheek 
What  sort  of  effect  does  he 
suppose  that  statement  will  have 
on  the  German  people?  He  claims 
to  be  a  man  who  likes  to  face 
facts,  then  with  all  due  respects  to 
the  venerable  Field  Marshal,  I 
should  like  to  remind  him  and 
others  of  a  few  undeniable  facts 
that  for  reasons  of  expediency  no 
doubt,  it  is  fashionable  just  how 
to  ignore.  At  the  outset  it  was 
Britain  who  declared  war  on 
Germany  thereby  unnecessarily 
spreading  the  war  to  Northern 
and  Western  Europe  with  the  dire 
consequences  that  we  are  now  all 
lamenting,  and  in  its  final  stages 
it  was  the  Allied  day  and  night 
total  bombing  which  reduced 
German  cities  and  their 
inhabitants  to  their  present  state 
of  "threatening  disease”,  coupled 
with  the  openly  admitted 
starvation  blockade  of  the 
Continent  of  Europe  which  in- 
tum  was  visited  on  the 
unfortunate  inmates  of  the 
Belsens  and  Buchenwalds.  This 
is  how  the  German  "man  in  the 
street”  knows  facts,  which.  I 
repeat,  are  undeniable.  Yet 
Germany  sought  nothing  but  the 
hand  of  friendship  from  this 
countrv. 


Sir,  —  Are  we  prepared  to 
sacrifice  all,  to  do  all.  not  that 
Britain  may  be  great,  but  that 
Soviet  Russia,  already  great  may 
be  even  greater?  That  a  gigantic 
sprawling  Soviet  shall  dominate 
Europe  and  Asia  from  Gibraltar 
to  Vladivostok,  bringing  in  its 
wake  a  “slavery  worse  than 
death”  -  as  Mr  Churchill 
describes  it  —  to  friend  and  foe 
alike.  For  that  in  short  is  the 
issue  before  us. 

All  ideaLs  have  now  gone  by  the 
board,  and  the  sole  arbiter  of  our 
people’s  destinies  is  force  -  brute 
and  mechanized  force. 

Let  us  look  a  stark,  staring  fact  in 
the  face:  if  the  Soviets  are 
permitted  to  bind  Europe  to  their 
will.  Britain’s  fate  is  sealed. 

Let  us  not  forget  however,  that 
much  of  our  great  achievements 
in  the  past  have  been  due  to  that 
unique  quality  of  the  Englishman 
—  the  hard  head  and  the  soft  heart. 
What  a  tragedy  if  these  adjectives 
were  in  our  generation  to  be 
transposed!  For  depend  upon  it 

Sir,  -  You  ask  “What  lies  behind 
the  obstructive  policy  of  Mr. 
Molotov? 

I  suggest  the  answer  is  to  gain 
delay  for  the  purpose  of 
consolidating  Russia's  recently- 
acquired  territories  such  as 
Poland.  Roumania,  Bulgaria.  &c., 
the  acquisition  being 
camouflaged  under  the  guise  of 
fostering  democratic  Republics. 
Only  very  Simple  Simons  in  this 
country  are  now  deceived  by 
such  make-believe. 

Russia,  as  Earl  Russell  has  stated, 
is  pursuing  an  old  Imperialistic 
policy,  which  must  be  at  the 
expense  of  some  other  Imperial 
nation.  Germany.  Russia's  age 
old  rival,  has  been  knocked  out, 
so  the  field  is  left  free. 

It  bodes  no  good  to  this  country 
as  we  will  all  discover  some-day. 
when  we  have  to  say  to  Russia: 
“Stop  or  - .” 

unconditional  surrender  enforced 
on  Germany  today  will  mean 
unconditional  surrender  of 
another  country  tomorrow  -  that 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  Euro- 
Asian-Soviet. 


Sir.  -  International  finance  will 
probably  consider  that  it  has  had 
a  good  war:  some  of  us  avowed 
before  the  war  started  that  one  of 
its  main  objects  would  be 
aggrandisement  of  the  United 
States  and  Soviet  Russia  at  the 
expense  of  the  British  Empire. 


Claude  Duvivier  a  convinced 
Moslcvitc  died  on  6,h  October 
1 978  aged  76  years.  Once  again. 
Comrade  is  proud  to  highlight 
a  singular  story  of  courage  and 
honesty  from  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  who  followed 
Mosley. 


time' 
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Born  the  only  son  of  a  Scottish  clergyman,  he  grew  up 
in  Aberdeen  attending  the  local  grammar  school.  His 
chosen  career  of  medicine  clashed  with  the  outbreak  of 
World  War  One,  when  he  was  designated  a  Special 
Reserve  Medical  Student.  Just  four  weeks  after 
successfully  taking  his  final  exams  he  was  sent  to 
France,  entering  the  bloody  world  of  trenches^  field 
hospitals  and  administering  to  the  dying.  He  was  later 
awarded  the  Military  Cross  for  bringing  the  wounded  out 
under  fire.  When  asked  how  he  survived  over  such  a 
long  period  he  said  “Not  being  in  the  front  line  all  the 


NEVER  AGAIN 
Like  so  many  others  such  raw 
experiences  followed  through 
into  posl-war  life.  His  later 
position  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Lanarkshire  County 
Council  brought  him  to  encounter 
the  notorious  slum  conditions  in 
Glasgow.  Overcrowding,  poor 
sanitation  and  violence  contrasted 
with  a  listless  Council  unwilling 
to  get  things  improved.  His 
driving  force  was  in  social  needs 
not  politics  but  as  he  said  “Of 
necessity  it  forced  my  interest 
in  politics  in  order  to  get  things 
done”.  He  met  Jimmy  Maxton. 
Leader  of  Glasgow’s  Independent 
Labour  Party,  who  advised  him 
to  join  the  labour  Party. 
Standing  as  a  candidate  for 
Glasgow  Town  Council  and 
founding  a  protest  group.  The 
Slum  Abolition  League,  brought 
him  into  conflict  with  his 
employers  who  said  his  political 
work  was  interfering  with  his 
medical  duties.  His  memorable 
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reply  was  that  “his  medical  duties 
were  interfering  with  his  political 
work”  and  promptly  resigned. 

PEOPLE’S  JUSTICE 
In  1929.  he  was  elected  M.P.  for 
West  Renfrew.  Then  a  second 
shock  “Westminster  was  nothing 
more  than  a  talking  shop.  Not 
much  action.  A  lot  of  hot  air 
about".  His  passion  for  social 
justice  naturally  drew  him  to 
another  M.P.  whose  similar 
ideaLs  were  being  sorely  tested. 
Returned  for  Smethwick.  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley.  Chancellor  of 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  was  the 
minister  charged  with  solving  the 
unemployment  problem.  Sniped 
at  and  undermined  at  every  turn 
by  members  of  the  Cabinet,  both 
Mosley  and  Forgan  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  Labour  was  doing 
little  more  than  propping-up  the 
existing  order. 

On  8Ih  December  1930  the 
Mosley  Manifesto  was 
published.  Signed  by  sixteen 
Labour  M.P.s  together  with  the 
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miners  leader,  A.J.  Cook,  it 
called  for,  among  other  polices, 
massive  funding  on  road  building 
and  slum  clearances.  As  a 
signatory'  Forgan  worked  closely 
with  Mosley  and  his  wife  Cynthia 
to  increase  awareness  of  such 
revolutionary  proposals.  With 
little  response.  Mosley'  decided  to 
go  it  alone  by  forming  a  fresh 
political  group.  The  New  Party. 
When  the  time  came  for  action. 


A  PACKED  AUDIENCE  LISTENS  TO  THE  CASE  FOR  THE 
NEW  PARTY 


•  .  •  ••  •. 

CYNTHIA  MOSLEY  M.P 
ADDRESSING  THE  FIRST 
MEETING  OF  THE  NEW 
FARIT 


DR  FORGAN  ATTENDING  A! 
PARK  LANE  DINNER 

only  four  M.P.s  stayed  with 
1  Mosley.  John  Strachey,  member 
;  for  Aston.  Birmingham.  Cynthia 
Mosley,  member  for  Stoke-on- 
1  Trent.  W.E.D.  Allen,  member  for 
1  West  Belfast  and  Dr  Robert 
Forgan.  member  for  West 
!  Renfrew.  The  promises  of  the 
j  remainder  as  Mosley  observed 
“Melted  like  snow  upon  the 
desert’s  dusty  face,  for  the  good 
reason  that  the  sun  was  still 
shining". 

During  February  and  March  1931 
headline  resignations  from  the 
Labour  Party  took  place.  When 
the  Prime  Minister.  Ramsay 
MacDonald  heard  of  Forgan’ s 
intention  he  called  him  into 
Downing  Street  and  spent  an 
|  hour  trying  to  dissuade  him  from 
resignation.  A  true  measure  of 
the  importance  of  the  man  to 
Labour. 


SYSTEM  MAKES  WOMEN 

WICKEDLY  IGNORANT 
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ARTICLE  BY  DR.  FORGAN 
THE  TRYING  TIME 
The  initial  work  of  founding  The 
New  Party  was  often  blighted  by 
Mosley’s  reoccurring  bouts  of 
illness.  Dr  Forgan  would  often 
join  Cynthia  Mosley  in 
deputising  at  pre-arTanged 
meetings  around  the  country. 
Later  the  same  year,  with  the 
country  descending  into  even 
deeper  crisis,  the  Labour  Party 
and  its  Communist  acolytes 
turned  with  full  fury  on  Mosley, 
at  what  was  perceived  as 
treacherous  behaviour.  At  one 
meeting,  it  was  reported  that  the 
crowds  were  ready  to  lynch 
Mosley  once  he  left  the  speaker’s 
platform.  Typically  with  just  a 
handful  of  followers  Mosley 
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Dr  Robert  Forgan,  an  almost  forgotten  name  in  the  history  of  British  Union. 
He  was  second  in  command  of  the  Movement  and  his  role  as  Director  of 
Organisation  influenced  the  entire  history  of  its  being. 


DR  ROBERT  FORGAN: 
DEPUTY  LEADER  OF  THE 
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Gilmour.  a  candidate  m  the  New 
Party  General  Election  who 
followed  Mosley  into  B.U.  Apart 
from  office  work.  Forgan  was 
deputed  to  meet  names'  in  order 
to  try  to  persuade  then  of  the 
right ful ness  of  Mosley’s  policies 
and  hopefully  solicit  funds  He 
twice  went  to  Italy  and  met  with 
Mussolini  handing  him.  on  one 
occasion,  a  signed  and  ded Maned 
copy  of  Mosley’s  book.  The 
Greater  Britain 


certainly  rose  to 


was  cruci 
the  challenge  and  succeeded. 
Apart  from  the  separate  arms  of 
Defence  and  Publications  the 
entire  structure  flowed  out  from 
his  office,  eighteen  hour  days 
were  not  uncommon  Fledgling 
departments  were  natural,  grown 
and  hived  off  into  fully 
functioning  entities.  Registry . 
Research,  London  Command, 
F.UB.W_  Legal.  Foreign 
Relations.  MedicaL  PoiiticaL 


MOSLEY  SPEAKING  AT  A  NEW  PARTY  OUTDOOR 
MEETING.  DR  FORGAN  CAN  BF.  SEEN  ON  MOSLEY’S  RIGHT 

walked  straight  through  the  government  that  was  getting 

middle  of  the  protestors  without  tilings  done.  He  met  Mussolini 

mishap,  remarking  "This  is  the  and  became  convinced  the  way 
crowd  which  has  prevented  forward  was  to  adapt  what  he 

am  thing  being  done  in  saw  to  take  on  the  forces  of  ’do 

England  since  the  war"  linlc'.  At  this  point.  Forgan  was 

Once  the  disastrous  General  sent  to  visit  the  existing  rightist 

Election  results  were  known.  political  groups,  with  a  view  to 

Mosley  knew  the  days  of  the  uniting  under  one  banner.  In  the 

New  Party  were  numbered.  case  of  Arnold  I.eese.  the  answer 

"Smother  tactics  led  to  our  was  rounded  abuse.  "Mosley  was 

inevitable  defeat,  we  had  to  nothing  more  than  a  Kosher 

reform  not  just  policy  but  Fascist,  Conservatism  with  knobs 

organisation  to  meet  an  entirely  on"  The  increasingly  alcoholic- 

new  situation".  In  dissolving  the  Rotha  Linton-Orman  turned 

New  Party  but  retaining  its  Youth  down  the  idea  but  a  disillusioned 

Section.  Mosley  wrote  its  epitaph  membership  simply  resigned  and 

and  emphasised  his  went  over  to  Mosley,  the  greatest 

determination;  ’capture'  being  Neil  Francis 

"Better  the  great  adventure,  Hawkins  who  was  later  to 

better  the  great  attempt  for  become  u  major  figure  in  the 

England's  sake,  better  defeat,  movement.  The  final  agreed  title 

better  far  the  end  of  that  trivial  was  The  British  Union  of 

thing  called  a  political  career.  Easrisls  genuinely  reflecting  the 

...we  shall  win;  or  at  least  fall  membership  if  not  organisation, 

upon  our  shields"  BECOMING  A  MAJOR 

RKVOI.I  NTIONARV  FOELE 

THINKING  The  work  °‘  forming  a  political 

In  Januar.  1932.  in  the  company  l»n>  *  enormous.  Forgan’! 

of  Harold  Nicholson  he  went  to  designation  as  Deputy  Leadei 

Itah  to  studs  the  concept  of  a  Sector  of  Orgamsalmr 


DR  FORGAN  .AND  SIR  OSWALD  AT  THE  SECOND 
ANNIVERSARY  DINNER  OF  THF.  FOUNDING  OF  BRITISH 
UNION.  WITHIN  DAYS,  FORGAN  RAD  RESIGNED  ON  THE 
GROUNDS  OF  ILL  HEALTH 
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FRIENDS  DR  FORGAN  WITH  CYNTHIA 


'  GOOD 
;UIY  DITUNG  LABOUR  PAR  IN’  DAYS 
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A  BLACKSHIRT  IN  NORMANDY 


Following  the  much  appreciated  'How  the  B.U.F.  came  to  Geordieiand'.  the  editor  of  Comrade  suggested  to  D  Day 
paratrooper  Robert  Richards  that  he  may  like  to  write  about  his  6th  June  1944  drop  into  Normandy.  Despite  initial 
reluctance,  he  finally  agreed.  In  this  concluding  article,  we  follow  his  war  behind  enemy  lines.  It  is  fitting  to  remind 
readers  that  while  Robert  Richards  survived  to  tell  how  it  really  was.  Captain  Charles  Greenwood  of  the  8,h  Btn  Parachute 
Regiment,  another  Blackshirt  barely  survived  24  hours  as  one  of  the  first  shock  troops  in  the  invasion  of  fortress  Europe. 


D  DAN  +  ONE 

Those  of  us  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  have  survived  the 
I  00am.  night-drop  on  the  6th 
June,  and  36  hours  of  being 
mortar  bombed  and  shelled  with 
very  little  respite,  felt  satisfied 
with  our  performance  —  to  dale. 

Our  Platoon  strength  was  now 
about  17  out  of  33  who  had 
parachuted  into  blackness.  36 
hours  previously.  A  mcasurc-of- 
time  in  the  circumstances,  which 
seemed  to  me  without  reality 
In  the  ensuing  days  Robert 
Richards  became  a  casualty 
thankfully  still  able  to  walk  from 
a  front  line  dressing  station  back 
to  a  field  hospital  Wiith  typical 
models ty  it  Is  not  recorded  hoi*' 
or  where  he  was  wounded 
Frankly.  my  story  isn't 
exceptional  No  "Ram bo  stuff, 
no  mighty  warrior,  etc...  Just  a 
good  performance  as  part  of  a 
highly  (and  expensively)  trained 
combat  team.  On  stage  from  6,h 
to  13u’  June;  then  making  a  walk- 
off  exit  from  the  battlefield. 
Admittedly  the  'shank's-pony' 
was  over  a  mile  and  half  during 
which  I  came  across  1-ovafs 
Commando's  well  dug-in  by  the 
roadside.  They  had  had  me  under 
observation  for  over  5  minutes, 
mistaking  me  for  a  Panzer 
grenadier  (the  British 
paratroopers'  battle  costume  had, 
at  a  distance,  a  similarity),  fhey 
challenged  me  at  about  30-40 
yards,  with  a  code- word 
After  a  brief  exchange  I 
discovered  that  their  immediate 
concern  was  food!  Their  role  was 
that  of 'out-post  watch',  and  they 
were  convinced  that  their  Q.M. 
had  forgotten  them.  Fortunately  I 
was  familiar  with  their 
surroundings  which  happened  to 
be  where  ray  Platoon  had  first 
rendezvoused  after  the  ‘drop’  on 
the  *6“".  also  where  the  first 
advance  glider  troops  had  come 
in  at  3.00am.  Some  of  those 
gliders,  alongside  the  road-hedge. 

I  knew  had  seven-day  ration 
packs  inside  them.  This 
information  I  passed  on.  Leaving 
one  on  watch,  the  other 
accompanied  me.  and  sure 
enough  the  first  glider  wr  entered 
was  an  Aladdin’s-cave'  to  a 
hungry  man’ 

WcIL  he  cursed  and  swore, 
rushed  out  of  the  glider  stuck  his 
head  through  the  hedge  and 
called  to  his  mate  and  put  him,  in 
a  colourful-way.  in  the  picture. 
Saying  to  me.  very  expressively. 


that  they  had  been  manning  that 
slit-trench  for  about  24  hours 
without  food  of  any  kind  having 
been  got  to  them  —  now  all  this 
and  only  ten  yards  away. 

Leaving  the  two  troopers  of 
Lovat’s  Commando  happily 
stuffing  themselves.  I  set  off  on 
the  remaining  'A  mile  to  the 
Divisional  Aid  Post. 

Thereafter  it  was  just  a  matter  of 
a  quick  examination,  then 
hurriedly  squeezed  into  an 
ambulance  containing  two 
stretcher  casualties,  and  off  on  a 
very  bumpy  journey,  first 
crossing  the  'two  Bridges’,  to  a 
Field  Hospital  near  the  British 
Landing  Beach.  Arromanches. 

A  BLIGHTY  ONE 
The  hospital  word  comprised; 
stretcher  beds  with  one  blanket 
(walking  casualties);  wc  were 
relieved  of  our  webbing  battle 
equipment  liaving  first  being 
asked  if  we  were  carrying 
grenades  and  or  small  mortar 
bombs,  etc  ...  We  were  told  to 
retain  personal  small-arms  and 
one  clip  of  ammunition  and  told 
to  ensure  that  it  was  unloaded; 
nevertheless  every  weapon  was 
checked  to  ensure  that  our 
weapon  was  unloaded  during  the 
first  few  minutes  of  arrival  and. 
at  the  same  time  another  orderly 
was  attaching  a  large  envelope- 
label  to  the  button-hole  of  the 
breast-pocket  of  out  uniform- 
blouse.  Then  this  was  followed 
up  with  the  distribution  of  a  mug 
and  an  unopened  can.  'if  you 
don’t  know  how  to  use  that  can 
don’t  do  anything!,  we’ll  show 
you’  This  was  an  emphatic 
instruction;  ‘Don’t  do  anything!’ 
Whilst  all  this  was  happening  we 
were  also  being  told:  ’You  can 
remove  your  boots,  but  nothing 
else!’.  This  sounded  the  most 
wonderful’  invitation  1  had  ever 
heard!!.  ‘I  could  actually  take  my 
boots  OFF  They  had  last  been 
off  mv  feet  on  the  night  of  4* 
June!!  -  Bliss. 

The  fuss  about  the  can  was 
because  they  were  self-healing 
and  apparently  could  easily  scald 
if  not  operated  with  care.  Nothing 
very  complicated  really  but  with 
battle-conditioned  patients, 

common  sense  was  sometimes 
unreliable;  the  problem  of  war- 
wounds  was  quite  enough 
without  being  aggravated  by 
accidents  in  hospital. 

'Why?’,  came  a  question:  'Why 
keep  our  arms  and  ammo?’  Ihc 
answer  came  brusque  and 


laconic:  ‘You’re  all  still  in  a 
'battle-zone’,  you  could  be  called 
upon  to  fight  at  a  moment's 
notice'.  A  hush  fell:  ‘Tty  and  get 
some  sleep  -  Goodnight!’  In 
moments,  some  conversation 
restarted,  but  already  the  sounds 
of  heavy  sleep  were  beginning  to 
dominate.  Even  the  fringes  of 
nearby  long-range  artillery  and 
the  consequent  earth  vibration 
had  no  effect  Tired  men.  nay. 
exhausted  men.  Not  one  of  whom 
had  not  fallen  asleep  without  the 
thought  in  their  minds  about  how 
their  comrades  they  had  left 
behind  were  faring  -  still  with 
their  boots  -  ON 

Came  dawn  and  we  were  roused: 
instructed  to  be  ready  to  move 
when  called.  After  getting  my 
boots  on.  I  went  looking  for  a 
wash  and  a  shave.  This  would  be 
my  third  shave  since  5*  June  - 
my  last  shave  was  at  the  bottom 
of  a  slit-trench  using  the  last 
dregs  of  cold  tea.  Mortaring  had 
recommenced  before  finishing 
the  shave,  nevertheless,  the  shave 
was  completed  and  the  razor- 
blade  wiped.  (The  Paratrooper 
prided  himself  upon  always,  yes. 
always,  being  properly  shaved  - 
battle  or  no  battle!  The  only 
reason  we  did  not  polish  our 
boots  was  because  the  glint  may 
draw  snipcr-firc). 

Following  a  medical  check  whilst 
stripped  to  the  waist  and  washing 
myself,  my  label  was  duly 
marked  by  a  medical  SgL,  acting 
on  the  MO’s  instructions. 
.Asking  the  Sgt  Orderly  w  hat  was 
to  happen  next,  he  said,  ’we’ll 
call  you  when  the  transport  is 
ready  to  take  you  to  the  Beach 
don’t  forget  to  take  your  arms 
with  you’.  Eventually  the  call 
came,  the  transport  was  a  small 
utility -truck.  In  a  few  minutes  wc 
arrived  at  the  Beach  and  first 
handed-m  our  arms  and  ammo 
jFor  the  first  time  1  experienced 
quite  a  strong  and  strange 
reaction!,  to  be  without  arms!?  At 
last  it  struck  me:  1  was  really 
j’hors-de  combat’!  Yet  still  on 
I  my  feet!  It  was  hard  to  accept 

emotionally 

We  were  ferried  out  to  the  US. 
Hospital  Ship  lying  off-shore 
The  stretcher-borne  casualties 
were  streaming-out.  load  after 
load.  In  a  very  short  time  the  ship 
was  underway.  The  rapidity  of 
the  loading  and  getting  underway 
forced  a  realisation  that  it  was  not 
the  thought  of  getting  the 
wounded  back  to  the  U.K..  for 


treatment  etc-  but  the  necessity  for 
the  Ship  to  gel  back  and  reload 
The  battlefield  clearance  of 
casualties  was  a  high  priority  All 
to  do  with  morale.  As  England 
hove  into  sight  1  recalled  the  6*tl 
Airborne  Division  slogan  for  the 
Normandy  Airborne  Assault  was 
’Go-to-it’  something  that  rather 
optimises  my  approach  is  to  life  in 
general 

POSCRIPT 

Being  on  of  Mosley’s  earliest 
Blackshirts  in  the  North  East. 
Robert  Richards  remained 
conv  inced  of  the  leader  s  cause.  In 
the  immediate  post-war  period  he 
initiated  the  Salisbury  Modem 
Book  Club.  one  of  the 
organisations  that  ultimately 
merged  into  the  founding  of  Union 
Movement.  Later.  On  joining  the 
Government  Service,  he  reluctantly 
resigned  U.M.  membership.  After 
service  in  the  Dominions,  he 
returned  to  his  native  North  East. 
He  holds  the  TA.  and  C.D.  Corps 
long  service  medals  and  in  1953 
was  presented  with  the  Queens 
Coronation  medal  for  voluntary 
service  during  the  North  Devon  and 
North  East  coast  flood  disasters. 

A  man  of  the  greatest  integrity  who 
was  prepared  to  stand  by  his  beliefs 
in  the  face  of  tremendous  odds. 

Yet  again,  it  is  possible  to  salute  a 
brave  Mosley  man  who  fought 
politically  to  stop  the  Brothers’ 
War  but  was  prepared  to  take  up 
arms  on  behalf  of  his  country 
once  war  was  declared  and  later 
embraced  the  doctrine  of  a 
I  nited  Europe. 


European  Socialism 
Automation 
Problem  and  Solution 
Wagner  and  Shaw 

All  three  articles  written  by 
Sir  Oswald  Mosley  for  The 
European  —  the  journal  of 
opposition,  were  then  issued 
as  booklets. 

Fncnds  of  Mosley  can  offer 
these  as  one  lot  £5.00  post- 
free.  Please  make  cheques 
payable  to  F.O.M.  and  send 
to:  B.C.M./F.O.M.  London. 
WC1N  3XX. 

Note:  These  are  originals 
not  later  and  infenor 
reproducuons! 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


In  March 
1992.  a 

seventy  year 
old  man 

walked  into 
the  British 
Embassy  in 
one  of  the 
newly  free 
Baltic  Stales 
and  asked  to 
speak  to 

‘someone  in  authority'.  The 

English  diplomat  he  met  was 
handed  a  number  of  documents 
said  to  be  copies  made  from 
secret  Kremlin  files.  Over  a  cup 
of  English  tea.  the  retired  KGB 
officer  convinced  the  diplomat 
that  his  haul  was  genuine.  A 

month  later  he  returned  with  over 
two  thousand  closely  typed  pages 

of  highly  compromising 

information.  After  scrutiny  by  top 
M16  experts  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  man  and  his  family 
to  be  exfiltrated  to  the  West 
together  with  six  trunk  loads  of 
documents. 

This  was  to  be  the  greatest  feat  of 
counter  espionage  ever  known 
Vasili  Nikitich  Mitrokhin.  a 
Russian  career  ’diplomat’  used  as 
cover  for  spying  with  service  in 
numerous  overseas  postings  had 
been  recalled  to  Moscow  to  join 
the  First  Chief  (Foreign 
Intelligence)  Directorate.  His 
exposure  to  the  innermost 
workings  of  the  party  often  made 
his  own  political  views  side  with 
the  high  profile  dissidents  of  the 
time,  such  as  Solzhenitsyn, 
Bulgakov  and  Pasternak.  This 
lead  him  to  question  foreign 
policy  and  the  way  facts  were 
censored  by  the  time  they  got.  if 
ever,  into  the  public  domain.  As  a 
‘loner’  his  increasing 
disillusionment  never  seeped  out. 
Later,  promotion  meant  he  was  in 
charge  of  moving  the  entire 
secret  State  Archive  housed  in 
|  the  Lubyanka  to  new  customised 
I  headquarters  at  Yasnevo  a  few 
miles  outside  Moscow.  Over  a 
period  of  twelve  years  Mitrokhin 
had  a  unique  overview  of  the 
States  innermost  secrets  from 
1917  to  current  times.  A  growing 
realisation  of  how  the  nation  was 
being  duped,  he  decided  to  make 
selective  and  detailed  notes  of  all 
the  documents  that  daily  passed 
across  his  desk.  Needless  to  say  it 
1  took  a  man  of  iron  will  and 
enormous  courage  to  fully 
understand  the  risk  he  was 
taking.  One  slip  and  a  dank,  dark 
cellar  with  a  single  bullet  to  the 
back  of  the  neck  would, 
undoubtedly  been  his  fate,  lie  did 
his  job  so  well  that  Vladimir 
Kryuchkov  the  Head  of  Foreign 
Intelligence  complemented  him 
on  his  work 


Dear  Vasili  Nikitich, 

The  collective's  employees  wish 
you  a  very  happy  6(fk  birthday. 

You  devoted  40  years  of  your  life 
to  the  state  security  service  and 
for  35  years  you  were  a  member 
of  our  glorious  Communist  Party. 

In  the  glorious  ranks  of  the  Soviet 
Chekists  and  in  advancing  its 
work,  you  devoted  all  of  your 
strength,  knowledge  and  energy 
to  serving  our  Socialist 
Motherland. 

In  the  discharge  of  your 
responsibilities,  you  received 
Government  decorations  and 
were  an  inspiration  to  the  head  of 
and  the  Committee  for  State 
Security. 

Dear  Vasili  Nikitich,  today,  on 
the  day  of  your  jubilee,  please 
accept  our  heartfelt  good  wishes 
of  health,  happiness  and  also  of 
success  in  your  work  in  the  future 
for  the  sake  of  our  motherland. 
Safely  on  Great  Britain  the  wish 
to  publish  his  papers  was  realised 
in  1999.  When  in  association 
with  the  leading  intelligence 
expert  Dr  Christopher  Andrew 
The  Mitrokhin  Archive  The 
KGB  in  Europe  and  the  West 
was  published. 

The  book  caused  a  sensation. 
Earlier,  in  December  1996,  a 
German  magazine  reported  a 
rumour  that  A  KGB  officer  had 
defected  to  Britain  with  ‘the 
names  of  hundreds  of  spies' 
immediately  a  Russian 
spokesman  replied  that  this  was 
impossible.  A  couple  of  agents 
perhaps,  but  never  hundreds,  that 
was  impossible.  In  fact, 
Mitrokhin  exposed  Thousands  of 
Soviet  agents  around  the  globe. 

In  gratitude,  the  British 

Intelligence  Security  Committee 
wrote  a  unanimous  report  that 
included  the  passage: 

The  committee  believes  that  he  is 
a  man  af  remarkable  commitment 
and  courage,  who  risked 

imprisonment  or  death  in  his 
determination  that  the  truth 
should  be  told  about  the  real 
nature  of  the  KGB  and  their 
activities,  which  he  believed  were 
betraying  the  interests  of  his  own 
country  and  people.  He 

succeeded  in  this,  and  we  wish  In 
I  record  formally  our  admiration 
I  for  his  achievement  , 

j  For  too  long,  we  have  been 
I  waiting  for  the  second  volume, 

I  The  Mitrokhin  Archive  II  the 
KGB  and  the  World  has  now 
been  published,  this  book  covers 
Russian  policy  in  Africa.  Asia 
and  South  America. 

The  676  pages  teem  with 
information. 

One  astonishing  fact  to  emerge 
was  the  faith  the  Kremlin  placed 
in  the  Third  World.  It  was  • 


thought  it  held  the  key  to  winning 
the  cold  war. 

Wc  learn  what  the  Russians 
really  thought  of  the  much 
lionised  Salvador  Allende. 

The  covert  operations  in  Idra 
Ghandi’s  India. 

The  plot  to  break  Rudolf 
Nureyev’s  leg  or  as  succinctly 
put  ‘lessening  his  professional 
skills'. 

Afghanistan  in  war  and  defeat,  an 
interesting  read  as  an  area 
remaining  in  the  news. 

Mitrokhin  died  on  23rd  January 
2004.  His  wish  had  been  fulfilled 
Up  to  the  day  of  his  passing  he 
had  been  working  on  the  second 
book  proofs. 

This  country  and  the  free  world 
owe  him  greatest  debt  for 
confirming  the  true  face  of  Soviet 
power. 

At  the  very  least,  a  statue  should 
be  erected  in  his  honour, 
preferably  in  sight  of  the 
Parliament  of  Westminster,  if 
only  as  a  constant  reminder  to 
feckless  ‘Parliamentarians’  that 
truth  will  out. 

Often  from  the  most  unexpected 
sources. 

G.H. 

The  Mitrokhin  Archive  II:  the 
KGB  and  the  world. 

Christopher  Andrew  and  Vasili 
Mitrokhin 

Published  by  Allen  Lane 
ISBN:  0-713-99359-6 
£30.00 

“I  feel  Very 
IUNG  CHANG  ill.  Call  the 
r-  ionhauiday  ;  doctors"  The 

unur 

,  , ,  |  momentous 

K  *  |  last  words  of 

*°  to  Mao  Tse- 

SVi-AO  rung  A.K.A. 
rhe  The  Great 

itury _ :  Helmsman  of 

China. 

After  a  lifetime  of  tyranny,  the 
all-powerfiil  82  year  old  head  of 
state  finally  succumbed  on  the  9Ih 
September  1976.  Surprisingly 
thirty  years  on  and  despite  his 
well  documented  crimes.  Mao  is 
still  revered,  with  daily  queues  in 
Tiananmen  Square  lining  up  to 
view  his  corpse. 

The  Gang  of  Four.  Power  comes 
from  the  barrel  of  a  gun.  The 
Great  Leap  Forward,  The  Little 
Red  Book.  Let  a  Hundred 
Flowers  Bloom,  all  come  to  mind 
when  thinking  about  a  man  who 
controlled  over  a  quarter  of  the 
world’s  population.  For  the  first 
time  this  814-page  book  breaks 
the  taboo  of  seeing  Mao  as 
anything  other  than  an 
omnipotent  being.  The  authors. 
Jung  Chang  and  Jon  Halliday 
have  bravely,  but  perhaps,  with 
some  tacit  approval  of  China's 
current  libertarian  rulers,  spent 
ten  years  travelling  the  world 
meeting  people  who  at  some  time 
in  their  lives  crossed  Mao’s  life  — 


and  survived.  Amazingly,  the 
authors  were  allowed  into  China 
to  speak  to  many  of  Mao’s  inner 
circle  who  spoke  on  record  for 
the  first  time  about  such  a 
sensitive  subject.  The  result  is 
devastating  in  the  condemnation 
of  Mao’s  life.  The  myth  of  the 
long  march,  welcoming  the 
Japanese  invasion  of  China,  the 
relationship  with  Stalin,  all  are 
minutely  examined  and  the 
discovery  that  by  the  age  of  24. 
Mao  had  rid  himself  of  any  moral 
conscience.  He  was  a  man  who 
cared  nothing  for  his  family  or 
closest  political  comrades  or 
feeling  responsibility  or  guilt  for 
the  deaths  of  70  million  bv 
execution  or  famine. 

Just  one  revelation  from 
hundreds  illustrates  the  cruelty  of 
the  man.  In  May  1972  the  urbane 
Premier  Chou  En-lai  was 
diagnosed  with  Cancer.  This 
information,  on  the  orders  of 
Mao.  was  kept  from  Chou 
together  with  the  fact  that  an 
urgent  operation  was  needed. 
Why?  The  Great  Helmsman 
schemed  to  ensure  Chou  did  not 
survive  him.  Two  years  later,  the 
delayed  operation  was  performed 
but  because  of  the  delay,  there 
was  only  one  outcome.  Chou 
died  on  8U‘  January  1976.  The 
plan  had  worked. 

How  do  you  hold  a  nation  of 
multi-time  zones  and  languages 
together?  This  is  perhaps  why  the 
present  leadership  with  its 
headlong  and  successful  rush  into 
capitalism,  still  evokes  the 
mcinoty  of  the  old  tyrant  to  instil 
a  form  of  mass  obedience. 

This  book  cannot  be  more  highly 
recommended,  if  only  to  arm  the 
reader  with  enough  information 
to  metaphorically  poke  a  finger  in 
the  eye  with  facts,  facts,  facts,  to 
those  fellow  travellers  who  for 
years  marched  around  this 
country  to  the  strains  of  The  Red 
Flag  or  The  East  is  Red. 

READ  IT 

Mao:  the  untold  story. 

Jung  Chang  and  Jon  Halliday. 
Published  by  Jonathan  Cape 
ISBN:  0-224-071262 

Just  when  it  ' 

was  thought 
the  last  word 
had  been 
written  about 
William 
Joyce,  yet 
another  book 
is  published, 
with  a 

rumoured  further  academic  tome 
yet  to  come.  How'  much  more  can 
be  turned  into  hard-backed 
editions  about  a  man  who, 
without  the  notoriety  of 
broadcasting  from  Germany  in 
wartime  and  paying  the  ultimate 
price,  would  scarcely  merit  a 
footnote  in  history.  1 


£25.00 
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Joyce  was  no  fool.  A  first  in 
English  from  London  University, 
postgraduate  studies  in 
Philosophy  and  Psychology. 
Fluent  in  French  and  German 
who  for  relaxation  swapped 
postcards  in  Latin  with  his  firiend 
Angus  Macnab.  His  lifelong  fault 
line  was  an  ever  growing  hatred 
of  Jews  dating  back  to  his 
teenage  years  as  a  member  of 
Rotha  Linton-Orman’s  British 
Fascisti.  This  spiralled 
disproportionately  into  his  later 
role  as  Director  of  Research  and 
Area  Administrator  for  the 
British  Union.  The  Mosley  line 
of  blaming  Jews  for  what  they 
did  and  not  for  what  they  were 
was  too  soft  for  Joyce. 

In  1937  a  cash  crisis  within 
British  Union  had  to  be  addressed 
with  over  80%  of  staff  needing  to 
be  made  redundant.  Joyce  by 
then  was  becoming  extreme  in 
his  pro-German  views  took  his 
dismissal  very  hard.  He  stormed 
off  to  launch  a  rival  political 
party  backed  by  Alec 
Scrimgeour.  a  retired  stockbroker 
who  had  earlier  tried  to  suborn 
Mosley  into  taking  a  stronger 
view  on  the  Jewish  question  that 
had  been  flatly  rejected.  The 
emergent  National  Socialist 
League  issued  a  few  leaflets, 
designed  a  badge,  held  a  few 
street  corner  meetings  and 
promptly  faded  away.  Matters 
were  not  helped  by  the  death,  the 
same  year,  of  his  financial 
backer. 

With  the  inevitability  of  war 
drawing  closer  and  a  tip-off  from 
his  MI5  handler  warning  him  of 
imminent  arrest  (he  was  in  the 
pay  of  the  British  Secret  Service) 
a  decision  had  to  be  made,  flee  to 
Ireland  or  Germany.  His  opting 
for  the  Fatherland  sealed  his 
long-term  fate. 

On  a  technical  point.  Joyce  was 
not  guilty  of  High  Treason, 
having  been  bom  in  New  York. 
A  blood-lusting  executive 
conveniently  ignored  the  fact  and 
Joyce  offered  little  defence  at  his 
trial,  which  brings  us  to  the 
premise  of  Famdale's  book.  Did 
Joyce  do  a  deal  to  save  his 
equally  guilty  wife  from  the 
noose?  No  firm  evidence  is 
offered  but  it  may  well  be  true. 
Margaret,  after  being  shuffled 
around  a  number  of  European 
internment  camps,  quietly  and 
without  Government  objection 
returned  to  this  country, 
remarried  and  died  an  alcoholic 
in  1972. 

This  ‘Meticulously  Researched’ 
biography  regrettably  descends 
on  occasions  into  crass  language 
and  false  assumptions.  Whs 
‘Mosley's  Goons’  Action 
newspaper  was  founded  in  1936. 
not  1933.  Mosley  being  unable  to 
visit  Germany  in  August  1933 


because  he  was  writing  The 
Greater  Britain.  It  was  published 
on  I"  October  1932.  The 
photograph  pointing  out  Joyce  on 
the  same  trip  is  incorrect.  The 
featured  man  is  Capt  John 
Holliman. 

A  warning  to  female  members  by 
Maud,  Lady  Mosley  (Mosley's 
mother)  to  be  aware  of  predatory 
high  officials  within  the 
Movement  turns  into  a  side  swipe 
at  her  adored  son. 

Carrying  on  the  sexual  inneuendo 
the  unsubstantial  claims  against 
Neil  Francis-Hawkins  are  given 
greater  prominence  than  ever 
seen  in  print. 

“A  flamboyant  homosexual" 
“The  Black  House  ...  A  haven 
for  gay  men"  ...  “Surrounded 
himself  with  admiring  y'oung 
fellow  travellers”.  Famdale  then 
borrows  from  other  authors 
writing  about  the  German  model 
to  press  his  case.  Even  dear  old 
Sylvia  Plath  is  roped  into  the 
argument. 

A  reality  check  comes  with 
reference  to  a  long  serving 
member,  who  as  a  very  young 
man  was  an  activist  in  those 
Black  House  days.  He 
unequivocally  says  that  if  these 
allegations  had  a  grain  of  truth 
Eric  Piercy  would  not  have 
tolerated  any  such  behaviour  and 
with  his  position  as  Officer 
Commanding  National  Defence 
Force  Control  would  have  shown 
Francis-Hawkins  the  door. 

To  the  unknowing,  who  will  be 
the  majority  of  readers  these 
‘facts'  perpetuate  into  histoiy. 
The  most  extraordinary'  allegation 
is  to  suggest  that  Joyce  was  the 
Deputy  Leader  of  the  party  and 
might  well  have  taken  over  had 
Mosley  fallen.  He  never  was  and 
never  would  have  been. 

If  one  bandies  around  the  word 
‘definitive’  save  your  money  and 
stay  with  Mary  Kenny's  recently 
published,  reprinted  and  much 
praised  GERMANY  CALLING. 

F.B. 

HAW-HAW:  the  tragedy  of 
William  and  Margaret  Joyce. 

By  Nigel  Famdale 
Macmillan 
ISBN:  0  333  98992  9 
£20.00. 
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No  reproduction  without 
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THE  BEST 


MY  LIFE 


BLACKSHIRTS  ON 
SEA 

By  J.A.  Booker 
A  pictorial  history  of  the 
Mosley  summer  camps. 
1933-1938. 

With  over  200 
photographs  and  full 
text. 

A4  size  £18.00 


MOSLEY’S  MEN  IN 
BLACK 

By  John  Millican 
THE  definitive  history 
on  uniforms,  flags,  and 
insignia  of  the  British 
Union  of  Fascists  1932- 
1940  and  Union 
Movement  with  over  100 
photographs,  many  in 
colour. 

Hardback  £30.00 


ON 

By  J.  A.  Booker 


MY  LIFE 

The  highly  acclaimed 
autobiography  of  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  remains 
the  standard  work  of 
reference  for  anyone 
wishing  to  learn  the  truth 
about  this  politician. 
Hardback  £15.00 
Paperback  £5.00 


Joint  orders  for  Blackshirts  on  Sea  and  Mosley’s 
Men  in  Black  will  include  a  free  paperback  copy  of 
Mosley’s,  My  Life. 

All  cheques  payable  to  ‘Brockinday’.  Send  a  sterling 
cheque  to:  Brockingday,  27  Old  Gloucester  Street. 
London.  WC1N  3XX.  For  overseas  orders,  please 
add  20%. 
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After  the  extensive  anti  well  received  article  on  ‘Mosley  in 
Fiction*  published  in  Comrade  56.  John  Tanner  makes  a 
welcome  return  with  a  further  look  at  The  leader's  portrayal 
awav  from  the  world  of  realitv 

MOSLEY  IN  FICTION 

John  Tanner’s  Brief  Update 

No  sooner  had  COMRADE  printed  my  suggestion  for  an  ‘alternative 
history'  imagining  Mosley  as  Prime  Minister  in  the  1930s  than  some 
papers  reported  the  publication  of  The  Leader  by  former  Times 
journalist  Guy  Walters. 


People  would  hardly  expect  those 
w  ho  not  only  knew  w  hat  OM  was 
really  like,  but  also  really  liked 
him.  to  welcome  this  tedious  talc 
However,  other  reviewers  have 
independently  voiced  similar 
judgements  on  its  childish  style. 
Page  I  opens  interestingly 
enough  with  workers  putting  up 
flags  for  a  peacetime  visit  to 
King  Edward  VIII  and  his  new 
Premier  by  the  German 
Chancellor,  but  the  rest  of  this 
paperback  plods  dow  nhill  for  400 
more  pages  of  counter-factual 
nonsense.  including  lumpy 
caricatures  of  “tubbv"  Francis 
Hawkins,  “urinating"  Bill  Allen 
(here  called  “Henry"),  the 
“snarling"  leader,  etc  ...  too 
wearisome  for  words. 

It  all  ends  in  farce  with  Mosley 
being  chased  on  horseback  down 
Whitehall  and  then  engaged  in  a 
melodramatic  swordfight.  after 
which  he  is  imprisoned  for  life:  a 
cross  between  Zorro  and  Saddam 
Hussein.  The  writer  fails  to 
elaborate  on  the  “countless 
crimes"  committed  during 
Mosley’s  short  time  in  power. 
Would  they  include  his  plans  for 
full  employmenl  and  slum 
clearance,  or  empire  development 
to  benefit  alt  its  races?  These  i 
policies  were  spelled  out  in  detail  j 
in  his  real-life  autobiography,  but 
Mr  Walters  found  this  “heavy  . 
going"  and  prefers  to  depict  him 
as  an  evil  tyrant  who  broke  the 


“promises"  made  to  “lever” 
himself  into  power.  The  author 
solemnly  thanks  a  score  of 
assistants,  from  the  good  old 
Wiener  Library  to  his  own  in¬ 
laws,  for  helping  him  breath  what 
he  calls  "life”  into  his  balderdash. 
It  is  instructive  to  compare  his 
juvenile  story  with  A.P. 
Nicholson's  novel  Ifho  Goes 
Home ?  Written  over  70  years 
ago.  This  was  about  a  promising 
politician,  also  an  excellent 
swordsman.  whose  amorous 
adventure  brings  about  his  fatal 
downfall.  It  lias  been  said  that  Sir 
Richard,  the  central  character, 
was  “based  on”  Sir  Oswald.  If  so. 
the  author  wisely  put  hint  in  a 
different  party  and  gave  him  a 
ginger  beard  (like  l.cntn).  Die 
contrast  between  pre-war  literary 
craftsmnnship  and  this  latest 
drivel  is  immense. 

AM)  S  I  11.1  I  UFA  (  (IMF 
Another  recent  book  that  likewise 
reflects  the  writer's  personal 
unfamiliaritv  with  his  subject  is 
Enough  is  Enough  by  Mark 
Lawson,  a  Guardian  writer  This 
is  about  a  plot  to  gci  rid  of 
Harold  Wilson  because  of  his 
apparently  cosy  relationship  with 
the  Soviets.  In  this  fictional 
“reconstruction”  of  alleged  fact, 
the  press  magnate  Cecil  King 
visits  a  “stuttering"  OM  at  his 
Orsay  home,  misrepresented  as 
usual  as  a  place  of  self-exile,  to 
leant  from  his  "patriotism  and 


charisma"  though  not  his 
"mistakes”.  Mr  Lawson  imagines 
his  housekeeper  to  be  an  old 
French  peasant  crone  who  would 
serve  "near-putrid  cheese”  -  an 
insult,  of  course,  to  Mrs  lehane 
and  to  her  employer,  whose 
delicious  cuisine  and  hospitality 
to  every  guest  from  the  Duke  of 
Windsor  to  the  humblest  hack 
from  any  student  newspaper, 
were  always  impeccable  (as  the 
Evening  Standard's  man-on-the- 
spot  Sam  White,  among  others 
confirmed).  Another  hilarious 

howler:  Mosley's  moustache 
“definitely  remained"  on  his  face, 
whereas  by  the  supposed  date  of 
this  encounter,  it  had  been  shaved 
off 

In  later  years.  Mosley  happened 
to  meet,  privately  entertained,  or 
maintained  contact  wtth  many 
well-known  people,  political 

critics  and  friendly  enquirers 

alike  -  Max  Beaverbrook.  Harold 
Macmillan.  Richard  Lamb.  John 
Betjeman,  Arthur  Bryant. 

Richard  Crossman.  George 
Hutchinson.  Graham  Lord, 
Malcolm  Muggcridge.  the  Bishop 


of  Southwark.  Kenneth  Williams. 
Colin  Wilson,  and  even  on  one 
occasion  the  present  Prince  of 
W  ales.  to  select  a  few  at  random 
from  a  lengthy  list. 

W'c  know  that  King  met  Mosley 
more  than  once  tn  London.  They 
agreed  that  Britain  was  in  decline 
and  heading  sooner  or  later  for 
economic  disaster,  but  the  former 
wanted  a  “business  government", 
while  the  latter  preferred  a 
“government  of  national  union", 
whose  composition  and  purposes 
were  explained  to  interested 
people  on  visits  to  Britain  and  in 
hts  later  widely  distributed 
“broadsheets". 

Both  W  alters  and  Lawson  share 
an  ignorance  of  the  real  Mosley 
Ignorance  is  no  excuse  for 
vilification  of  people  unable  to 
answer  back.  Defamation  of 
dead  statesmen  is  more  effective, 
however,  if  writers  have  the 
narrative  skill  of  Philip  Roth,  for 
instance,  in  his  “what  if"  version 

t 

of  the  Lindbergh  saeu  in  the 
USA. 

The  famous  novelist  and  candid 
clitic  Wyndham  Lewis,  who 
knew  Mosley  personally,  came 
closer  to  the  truth  when  in  1937 
he  said  of  the  real  man  in  true 
history  that  he  possessed  “greal 
political  insight  and  leadership 
quality”.  And  what  nonsense  in 
Blair’s  Britain  of  all  places  to 
impute  to  Mosley  any  desire  to 
establish  a  “police  stale"  when  he 
planned  to  encourage  popular 
participation  in  national  affairs, 
as  the  German  novelist  Hans 
Grimm  put  h,  by  “transforming 
the  party  system  into  a  free 
parliament  of  the  realm  in  which 
all  political  oratory  would  he 
backed  by  expert  knowledge  and 
expert  ability  ". 

©  John  Tamer  Ho  reproduction 
without  prior  written  consent 
from  the  author 


READ  THE  FICTION  NOW 
HEAR  THE  TRUTH 


After  considerable  success  over  the  years  in  offering  audio  cassette  tapes  connected  with  Sir  Oswald  Mosley. 
Brockingday  announce  the  re-release  of  three  titles  in  the  advanced  format  of  C.D.  As  owners  of  the  original 
recordings  we  have,  with  the  aid  of  modem  technology  taken  advantage  of  re-mastering  the  tapes.  Due  to  the 
age  of  some  of  the  recordings,  this  technique  has  its  own  limitations.  Three  C.Ds  are  now  on  offer. 

MOSLEY  SPEAKS:  originally  released  to  commemorate  the  60th  anniversary  of  B.U.  First  21  months  of 
British  Union.  Song  of  Union  1957.  Manchester  Free  Trade  Hall  1958.  North  Kensington  General  Election 
1959.  Acton  Town  Hall  1960.  plus  other  recordings. 

MOSLEYS  ANSWERS:  a  feature  of  every  Mosley  meeting  was  the  time  allowed  for  questions  from  the 
audience.  Birmingham  1958.  Acton  I960. 

MOSLEY’S  MEN:  a  testament  of  faith  by  members  of  British  Union  and  Union  Movement.  Together  with  a 
speech  by  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  recorded  in  Bournemouth  in  1958. 

These  C.Ds  are  offered  at  £5.00  each  or  £12.00  for  all  three  ordered  al  the  same  time.  All  orders  are  post  free. 
Please  send  a  cheque  to:  Brockingday  ,  27  Old  Gloucester  Street.  London.  WCIN  3XX. 
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Major  P.G.  Taylor  was  the  Industrial  Adviser  of  the  British  Union  of  Fascists  (BUF),  a  position  that  he  held  from 
1934  (if  not  before)  through  to  the  bitter  end  sometime  around  June  1940.  A  member  of  the  'Research  Directory'1 
(the  movement's  Inner  Council),  Taylor  was  a  man  in  whom  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  placed  considerable  confidence 
and,  after  a  major  cutback  in  March  1937,  he  was  reported  to  have  been  ensconced  in  Mosley's  office  for  half  an 
hour  while  Neil  Francis  Hawkins,  the  Director-General,  was  kept  waiting  outside. 

In  the  early  days,  Taylor  had  been  involved  in  the  efforts  to  bring  other  Fascist  organisations  within  the  BUF  fold 
and,  during  the  phoney  war  (September  1939  to  April  1940),  he  participated  in  the  discussions  on  how  the  BUF 
could  work  alongside  others  (including  the  British  People's  Party)  to  bring  about  a  negotiated  peace.  Peace 
initiatives  -  from  both  sides  -  were  common  currency  during  this  phase  of  the  war,  and  beyond. 

Critically,  Taylor  also  played  a  key  role  in  the  stream  of  events  that  led  to  the  arrests  of  Tyler  Kent  (a  US  citizen 
who  had  been  employed  as  a  code  and  cipher  clerk  at  the  US  Embassy),  Anna  WolkofT  (a  Russian-born  dress 
designer  and  artist)  and  Captain  Archibald  Ramsay  (the  Conservative  MP  for  Peebles  and  founder  of  the  secret 
anti-Jewish  Right  Club).  Ramsay  was  detained  from  23  May  1940  to  26  September  1944;  Kent  (sentenced  to  7 
years)  was  inside  from  20  May  1940  to  21  November  1944  when  he  was  immediately  deported;  and  Wolkoff 
(sentenced  to  10  years)  was  arrested  the  same  day  as  Kent  and  released  on  16  June  1947.  WolkofTs  British 
nationality  that  she  had  acquired  in  1935  was  also  revoked. 

The  existence  of  this  mythical  spy  ring  was  the  justification  used  to  persuade  doubters  in  the  Cabinet  that  there 
was  a  dangerous  Fifth  Column  within  the  country-  and  that,  following  the  Nazi  successes  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  there  was  an  urgent  need  to  beef  up  Defence  Regulation  18B. 

The  resulting  legislation  was  directed  squarely  at  the  BUF  with  the  consequences  that  over  1000  BUF  members 
were  interned  and  the  movement  itself  was  proscribed.  Detailed  research  by  historian  Bry  an  Clough  has  revealed 
that  “Major  P.G.  Taylor’s”  real  name  was  in  fact  a  spy  called  James  McGuirk  Hughes. 


P.G.  TAYLOR 
- AGENT  PROVOCATEUR 

Major  P.G.  Taylor  was  a  man  of  many  aliases  and  at  the  National 
Headquarters  of  the  BUT  it  was  common  knowledge  that  he  was  a 
Government  agent  apparently  attached  to  some  'special  department' 
of  the  Home  Office. 

It  is  highly  likely  that  Taylor  authored  many  of  the  copious  reports  on 
the  BUF  that  have  recently  been  transferred  from  the  Home  Office  to 
the  National  Archives,  these  chronicle  the  ups  and  downs  of  the 
movement,  detail  the  staff  salaries,  and  reveal  other  titbits  of 
information  thai  could  only  have  been  sourced  by  a  privileged 
insider. 

S-:arv-wise.  Dr.  Robert  Forgan  (the  Director)  headed  the  list  in  1934 
on  £10  per  week,  followed  by  Wilfred  Risdon  (the  Director  of 
Propaganda)  on  £7.  William  Joyce  and  Eric  Piercy  both  picked  up  £5 
while  Taylor  himself  got  £4. 

Another  titbit  referred  to  a  Lintom-Orman.  who  was 
meeting  in  July  1934  between  •"  reported  to  be  ill  caused  by 

excessive  drinking,  turned  down 


Mosley  and  Rotha  Lintom- 
Orman,  Lintom-Orman,  the 
granddaughter  of  Field  Marshal 
Simmons,  had  founded  Britain's 
first  Fascist  party  (the  British 
Fascisti)  in  May  1923.  Inspired 
by  Mussolini,  it  was  created  to 
counter  the  Communist  threat 
and.  for  a  time,  it  could  field  an 
impressive  team  of  ex-Generals 
and  Admirals,  including  Major- 
General  Thomas  L).  Pilcher,  a 
former  ADC  to  the  King  who 
wus  described  as  'Local  Officer. 
London'.  One  of  Pilcher's  sons. 
Gonne  St  Clair  Pilcher  (known  as 
Toby'  to  his  friends),  was  one  of 
M15’s  legal  gurus  before  picking 
up  a  judge's  badge  and  a 
knighthood  in  1942.  Less  well 
known  at  the  time  were:  Maxwell 
Knight  (who  finished  up  as  its 
Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  and  a 
member  of  its  Grand  Council 
before  joining  MIS  in  1931)  and 
William  Joyce  (the  best  known 
broadcaster  of  German 
propaganda  during  WWI1.) 


Mosley's  final  attempt  at  a 
merger  even  though  several  of 
her  senior  officers  (including 
Neil  Francis  Hawkins  and  E.G. 
Mandeville  Roe)  and  the  bulk  of 
her  membership  had  already 
voted  with  their  feet.  A  few 
months  later.  Lintom-Orman  was 
dead  at  the  age  of  40. 
REVEALING  HISTORICAL 
FACTS 

Some  further  titbits  referred  to 
Taylor  himself.  For  example,  we 
learn  from  a  Special  Branch 
report  dated  17  October  1934 
(copy  to  MI5)  that  Mosley  had 
set  up  a  Court  Martial  consisting 
of  Eric  Piercy.  Neil  Francis 
Hawkins  and  Taylor  to  try 
Charles  Bradford  on  the  charges 
of  uttering  threats  against 
Archibald  Findlay  (the  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff) .  Bradford  was 
also  charged  with  conspiring  with 
five  others  in  a  plot  to  seize  the 
Black  House  Headquarters 
building  and  then  make  demands 


on  Sir  Oswald  Mosley,  lhe  Court 
Martial  found  Bradford  guilty' 
whilst  under  the  influence  of 
drink  and  recommended  that  he 
should  be  suspended  for  three 
months. 

Also,  wc  learn  that  in  March 
1935  Taylor  was  a  Vice- 
President  of  the  Blackshirt 
Automobile  Club  and  a  member 
of  the  Research  Directory  The 
other  members  of  the  Research 
Directory  at  that  time  were 
Mosley  himself.  General  'Boncv' 
Fuller.  Eric  Piercy,  William 
Joyce.  Alexander  Raven 
Thomson,  John  Beckett  William 
Leaper.  George  Sutton  and 
Robert  Gordon-Canning.  Apart 
from  Taylor  himself,  only  Fuller. 
Joyce  and  Leaper  of  this  group 
would  escape  internment  after 
Hitler  had  replaced  Stalin  as 
Public  Enemy  No  1. 

It  is  now  known  that  'Boney' 
Fuller  and  his  wife  were  on  the 
’Suspect  List’  (of  people  who 
would  be  rounded  up  in  the  event 
of  an  invasion)  but  at  the  time  it 
was  evidently  considered  that 
their  internment  was  not  a  good 
idea.  Joyce  narrowly  avoided 
arrest  by  hot- footing  it  to 
Germany. 

REVEALING  TESTIMONY 

P.G.  Taylor's  role  in  the  BUF  was 
first  revealed  to  a  wider  public  by- 
Alex  Miles,  a  'sometime  Director 
of  Industrial  Propaganda'  of  the 
BUF.  Miles  had  decided  to  go 
public  after  resigning  his  job  in 
1936.  Miles  spoke  at  a  public 
meeting  organised  by  the 
Southend  Anti-Fascist  Council  in  . 


April  1937.  and  his  speech  wasj 
later  published  in  a  pamphlet 
Mosley  in  Motley. 

According  to  Miles,  Taylor  was 1 
the  head  of  a  department  within 
the  BUF  called  'Z'  Intelligence, 
although  Mosley'  had  denied  its 
existence  when  challenged  during 
an  action  for  slander  that  he  had 
brought  against  John  Marchbank. 
the  general  secretary  of  the 
National  Union  of  Railwaymen 
in  February  1936.  Miles' 
allegation  regarding  the  existence 
of  Taylor's  intelligence  role  is 
corroborated  by  a  Special  Branch 
report  dated  1 7  October  1 934  and 
the  existence  of  the  'Z' 
Intelligence  Department  is 
corroborated  by  a  Home  Office 
report  dated  March  1935.  (No 
proof  has  been  found  that  shows 
the  leader  knew  anything  about 
this  secret  group). 

Miles  also  reported  that  Taylor 
...  lived  at  Sloane  Street,  Chelsea 
where  he  had  three  separate 
telephone  lines  ...  each  listed 
under  a  different  name,  none  of 
which  is  Taylor  ...  |He|  openly 
boasts  that  he  was  expelled  from 
Soviet  Russia  for  espionage  and 
of  his  membership  of  the  CPGB 
j  (Communist  Party  of  Great 
Britain)  for  the  same  purpose'. 
Taylor  lived  in  a  flat  at  144 
Sloane  Street  from  1935  to  1960 
(MI5's  Maxwell  Knight  had  a  flat 
at  number  38  for  a  couple  of 
years  in  the  thirties.) 

Unusually  for  a  senior  official 
of  the  BUF  (but  not  for  a 
Government  agent),  Taylor  was 
extremely  camera  shy  and  very 
few  photographs  of  him  have 
been  found  in  his  guise  as  a 
member  of  the  BUF.  However, 
the  late  John  Warburton 
remembered  him  from  the 
thirties.  According  to  John,  ‘he 
was  4l)-ish.  of  average  height  and 
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KINGSTON  B.U.F.  BRANCH  DINNER  EVERYONE  SMILES  ’ 
AND  LOOKS  TOWARDS  THE  CAMERA,  EXCEPT  FOR  ONE 
TOP  TABLE  GUEST 


CAUGHT  OFF  GUARD.  THE  SHY  SPY  McGUIRK  HUGHES 
ATTEMPTING  TO  HIDE  HIS  FEATURES  FROM  THE  All. 
SEEING  CAMERA 


McGUIRK  HUGHES  A.K-V 
P.G.  TAYLOR,  CAPTAIN 
HOWARD,  CAPTAIN 

CUNNINGHAM 


sported  a  small  moustache.  He 
was  even  inch  a  cultured 
Englishman,  a  typical  ex-Army 
major’. 

A  chapter  on  a  book  that  he  was 
writing  on  the  BUF  has  also 
come  to  light  and.  curiously,  he 
wrote  it  in  the  third  person  and 
refers  to  himself  accordingly 
Among  other  arrivals  war  P.G. 
Taylor,  no  one  ever  knew  what 
P.G  stood  for .  tf  anything  - 
unless  it  was  Please  God  -  he 
wouldn  V  be  found  out  He 
became  a  sort  of  super  sleuth  - 
the  leader  of  Dept  Z  as  the  Secret 
Service  was  called.  later 
Industrial  Adviser  which  lasted 
until  1940 

Mrs  B  who  is  now  in  her  eighties 
and  had  worked  at  National 
Headquarters  during  the  thirties, 
also  remembers  him.  'He  was 
then  in  his  mid-thirties  ..  and 
always  smartly  dressed'.  She  has 
also  confirmed  that  Taylor’s 
affiliation  to  the  Home  Office 
was  general  know  ledge  and  thal. 
when  he  was  in  the  office,  he 
gave  a  ready  grin  whenever  he 


was  asked  'if  he  had  cauglii 
anyone  today’. 

Mrs  B  also  recalls  seeing  Taylor 
on  one  occasion  what  lie  was 
leaving  a  local  Catholic  church 
with  a  woman  and  a  teenage  girl 
whom  she  assumed  to  be  his  wife 
and  daughter.  On  that  occasion. 
Tay  lor  cut  her  dead  'It  was  as 
though  he  didn't  want  to  mix 
family  with  business'. 

REVEALING  THE  M\N 
James  McGuiric  Hughes  -  the 
man  who  posed  as  P.G.  Taylor  - 
was  bom  in  Toxtcth  Park. 
Liverpool  on  18  June  1897.  His 
father,  Arthur  Hughes,  was  a 
tram  owner  and  his  mother  was 
the  former  Katherine  McCiuirk. 
Hughes  married  Valerie  Julia 
Taylor  Tahan  at  a  Catholic 
church  in  Fulham  on  19  June 
1920.  He  gave  his  occupation  as 
'Political  Organiser'  Hughes' 
father  was  reported  dead  but  it 
now  seems  more  likely  that  his 
parents'  marriage  had  broken 
down.  Valerie's  father.  Zachary, 
was  described  as  \  an  Oriental 
Merchant.  When  their  daughter 
Patricia  Valerie  Catherine  arrived 
on  29  March  1923.  Hughes  had 
become  James  Patrick  McGuiri- 
Hughcs  but  Valeric  had  dropped 
Taylor'  perhaps  coincident  with 
the  creation  of  Hughes'  best 
known  alias. 

Over  the  years,  Hughes 
continually  rang  the  changes  on 
his  real  name,  sometimes,  it  was 
hyphenated,  at  other  times,  it  was 
double  barrelled  but  un¬ 
hyphenated  but.  in  1940  when 
Captain  Ramsay  listed  him  as  a 
member  of  the  Right  Club,  he 
was  entered  as  Captain  J 
Hughes. 

Hughes'  military  background  is 
noi  fully  supported  by  the  Army 
Lists.  He  appears  on  the  M15 
Staff  List  as  a  Lance  Corporal  in 
the  Military  Foot  Police  from  I3lt' 
February  1916  to  6,k  August  1919 
but  the  absence  of  medals  on  his 
Medal  Card  suggests  thal  he  did 
not  sec  any  active  service 
However.  this  would  not 
necessarily  have  been  recorded  if 
he  had  been  engaged  on 
intelligence  work.  There  is  no 
record  of  Hughes  ever  having 
made  either  Captain  or  Major  but 
honorary  ranks  have  often  been 
sprinkled  on  Government  agents 
In  1924.  Hughes  and  some 
members  of  the  British  Fascist! 
were  implicated  in  a  brcak-m  at 
the  London  HQ  of  the  Red 
International  of  labour  Unions 
where.  he  would  claim, 
'important  information'  was 
collected.  Between  the  wars. 
Hughes  served  as  secretary  of  the 
Liverpool  branch  of  the  British 
Empire  Union  where  his  main  job 
was  to  infiltrate  and  sabotage 
trade  unions  and  left-wing 
groups.  In  this,  he  collaborated 
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with  Special  Branch 
In  1934,  Hughes  was 
immortalised  by  Maxwell  Knight 
in  his  first  novel  Crime  Cargo 
The  novel  is  memorable  only 
because  of  the  teasing  references 
thal  Knight  made  to  his  friends 
Hughes  appeared  as  'Baldy 
McGurk'  who  was  described  as  a 
'pig-eyed  Irishman'.  Hughes  was 
certainly  bald  and  the  reference 
to  a  pig  was  clearly  inspired  by 

Taylor's  unfortunate  choice  of 
initials. 

In  1937,  Taylor  persuaded  four 
BUF  members  to  burgle  the 
home  of  Major  Vernon,  a 
technical  officer  at  the  Royal 
Aircraft  Establishment  at 
l  am  borough  and.  on  this 
occasion,  he  claimed  to  huve 
been  working  for  M15, 
Unfortunately  for  the  burglars, 
the  police  caught  them  making 
their  getaway  in  a  cur  sporting  a 
BUF  flag.  At  their  trial,  the  four 
burglars  were  found  guilty  of 
larceny  and  bound  over  for  12 
months.  However,  some  of  the 
papers  that  they  had  stolen  from 
Vernon  were  deemed  sensitive 
and  Vernon  was  prosecuted 
under  the  Official  Secrets  Act. 
He  was  found  guilty,  fined  £30, 
and  lost  his  job. 

One  of  the  burglars.  John  Preen, 
who  was  later  interned  under 
Defence  Regulation  18B  then 
used  the  work  he  had  done  for 
Taylor  in  a  plea  to  secure  his 
release. 

Unfortunately  for  Preen,  the 
brownie  points  that  he  may  have 
earned  from  his  efforts  on  behalf 
of  national  security  were  not 
recognised  by  the  Advisory 
Committee. 

Ihanks  to  Nigel  West,  wc  have 
confirmation  that  Major  Vernon 
was.  indeed,  a  spy  employed  by 
the  GRU  (Soviet  Military 
Intelligence)  in  a  cell  run  by 
Ernest  D.  Weiss,  a  concert 
pianist  This  revelation  is  in 
West's  book  I’enona  (1999)  and 
thanks  to  Frank  Johnson  ( The 
Daily  Telegraph ).  wc  also  know 
that  Vernon  resurfaced  after  the 
war  as  the  Labour  MP  for  the 
Dulwich  division  of  Camberwell 
(1945-1951). 

For  the  record.  Wilfrid  Foulston 
Vernon  (his  first  name  has  often 
been  misspelled)  was  bom  in 
1882  and  died  in  1975.  He  was 
an  engineer  with  a  naval 
background  who  was 
commissioned  as  a  major  in  the 
Royal  Air  Force  According  to 
Who's  Who.  he  quit  the  Royal 
Aircraft  Establishment  in  1937 
hut  during  the  war,  he  worked 
with  Tom  Wintringham.  training 
the  Home  Guard. 

Wintringham  (1898-1949)  was  u 
prominent  Communist  of  the  pre¬ 
war  era  whose  claims  to  fame 
include  having  been  one  of  the 


COMRADE 


APRIL  2000 


22 

twelve  Communists  who  were 
tried  for  sedition  in  1925  (he  was 
assistant  editor  of  Workers' 
Weekly}  and  in  having 
commanded  the  International 
Brigade's  British  contingent  in 
the  Spanish  Civil  War. 

Clearly.  MI5  had  got  the 
correct  measure  of  Vernon  in 
1937,  so  his  name  should  now 
be  added  to  the  long  list  of 
Soviet  spies  who,  for  some 
reason,  were  allowed  to  carry 
on  with  business  as  usual, 
despite  their  being  security 

revealing  a  spy  at 
WORK 

On  9  April  1940.  P.G.  Taylor  -  or 
rather  his  alter  ego  James  Hughes 
-  played  the  most  important  role 
of  his  career  when,  after  being 
introduced  to  Anna  Wolkoff.  he 
asked  her  if  she  could  send  a 
communication  to  William  Joyce 
who  was  then  in  Germany 
broadcasting  Nazi  propaganda 
and  making  a  name  for  himself  as 
‘Lord  Haw-Haw'.  WolkofTs 
family  had  been  dispossessed  by 
the  Russian  revolution  and  she 
was  vehemently  anti-Jewish. 
When  Hughes  told  her  that  the 
letter  contained  some  ‘good  anti- 
Jewish  material'  that  Joyce  could 
use  in  his  broadcasts.  Wolkoff 
said  that  she  would  see  what  she 
could  do. 

It  was  her  lucky  day  or  so  she 
thought  because,  later  that 
evening.  Hilinc  de  Munck  went 
into  the  Russian  lea  Rooms  that 
were  run  by  Anna's  parents  and 
she  casually  mentioned  to 
Admiral  Wolkoff,  Anna’s  father, 
that  she  had  a  friend  at  the 
Rumanian  Legation  who  was 
leaving  for  the  Continent  the  next 
day.  The  Rumanian  angle  was  a 
good  card  to  play  because  de 
Munck  had  some  Rumanian 
blood  in  her. 

The  old  Admiral  trotted  over  to 
share  the  news  with  Anna  who 
swallowed  the  bait  by  rushing 
across  to  de  Munck  and 
demanding  if  it  were  true  On 
receiving  de  Munck’s 
confirmation,  she  demanded 
‘Why  didn't  you  tell  me  this 
before?’  She  then  handed  the 
letter  over  to  de  Munck. 

Of  course,  de  Munck  was  an  Ml5 
undercover  agent  and.  at  her  trial. 
WolkofTs  indiscretion  would  be 
sufTicicnl  for  her  to  be 
categorised  as  'an  enemy  agent' 
under  the  Official  Secrets  Acts. 
This  then  ensured  that  Tyler  Kent 
could  similarly  be  brought  within 
the  ambit  of  the  Official  Secrets 
Acts.  More  immediately,  it  also 
resulted  in  the  internment  of 
Captain  Ramsay  and  for  the 
allegation  lo  be  made  that  Mosley 
and  Ramsay  were  'in  relations', 
presumably  on  the  strength  of  a 
few  meetings  that  they  had  both 
attended  at  which  Taylor  had  also 


been  present. 

Curiously,  even  though  MI5  had 
carried  out  their  sting  on  9  April 
1940.  tliey  waited  until  20  May 
before  arresting  Wolkoff  and 
Kent  According  to  Robert  Bruce 
Lockhart,  who  was  then  Lord 
Bcaverbrook's  assistant  and 
therefore  in  the  know,  the  truth  of 
the  matter  was  that  Winston 
Churchill,  who  had  become 
Prime  Minister  on  10  May  1940. 
had  promised  the  Labour  Party 
that  'the  Government  will  deal 
ruthlessly  with  the  Fifth  Column' 
1  if  they  supported  his  bid  to 
become  Prime  Minister. 
Naturally.  Churchill  did  the 
honourable  thing  and  fulfilled  his 
election  pledge.  The  move  went 
down  well  with  the  media  and 
with  the  CPGB  both  of  who 
equated  the  mythical  Fifth 
Column  with  the  BUF. 

One  man.  Aubrey  Lees  (not  to  be 
contused  with  Arnold  Leesc.  the 
leading  light  of  the  Imperial 
Fascist  League)  had  particular 
cause  for  grievance  because  he 
was  arrested  and  interned  on  20 
June  1940.  even  though  he  had 
never  been  a  member  of  the  BUF 
Lees,  who  was  vehemently  anti- 
Jewish.  had  attended  meetings  of 
The  Link  and  the  Nordic  League, 
both  of  which  closed  down  on  the 
outbreak  of  war.  Later,  when 
Lees  was  interv  iewed  by  the  I8B 
Advisory  Committee,  he  told 
them  that  he  had  come  across  a 
man  whom  he  considered  to  have 
been  an  agent  provocateur. 

The  man  whom  Lees  fingered 
w’as  F..G.  Mandeville  Roe. 
formerly  a  senior  member  of  the 
British  Fascists  who  had  joined 
the  BUF  at  the  same  time  as  Neil 
;  Francis  Hawkins.  It  is 
extraordinary  that  the  Committee 
1  should  have  prompted  Lees  in 
]  this  manner  but  Lees  then  went 
on  to  tell  the  Committee  that  he 
knew  'this  fellow  Hughes'  and 
that  he  also  knew  him  to  be  on 
agent  of  the  Home  Office.  He 
said  that  they  had  become  'quite 
friendly'  and  that,  on  one 
occasion,  he  had  asked  him:  ’By 
the  way.  aren't  you  a  Home 
Office  agent,  or  expert,  or 
j  something?'  Hughes  replied.  'I 
was'. 

Another  person  with  a  real 
grievance  was  Anna  Wolkoff 
|  She  had  wanted  lo  call  Hughes  as 
a  witness  at  her  trial  but. 
according  to  the  Earl  Jowitt.  who 
published  a  summary  of  the  trial 
I  in  1954.  the  man  who  had  handed 
her  the  letter  'was  never  identified 
...  | and |  could  not  be  called  as 
a  witness' 

In  1940.  Jowitt  had  been  the 
Solicitor-General  and  lie  had 
prosecuted  both  Kent  and 
Wolkoff  and.  as  no  transcript  has 
ever  been  published  on  WolkofTs 
trioL  his  was  the  definitive 
explanation,  however  implausible 


in  view  of  Wolkoff  having  been 
kept  under  close  surveillance  by 
M15. 

However,  a  few-  years  ago 
following  a  relaxation  of  policy.  1 
was  granted  privileged  access  to 
the  Home  Office  files  on  Anna 
Wolkoff  These  had  been  marked 
'closed  for  75  years’,  so  they  were 
not  due  to  be  opened  until  2015. 
(This  file  among  others  has  since 
been  released  into  the  National 
Archives).  Although  the  files  had 
been  heavily  'weeded*,  a  report  on 
the  revocation  of  WolkofTs 
British  nationality  in  August 
1943  had  survived  and  this  shows 
that  she  had  wanted  to  call  a 
number  of  witnesses  to  the 
hearing,  including  'one  Hughes'. 
The  Committee  reported  that: 

H  e  did  not  consider  the  evidence 
of  these  persons  ...  would  he  of 
sufficient  importance  to  justify 
the  postponement  of  the  hearing 
before  us.  The  matters  of  the 
attendance  of  Hughes  and  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  which  he 
might  have  given  were  fully 
considered  at  the  trrnl  at  the 
Central  Criminal  Court 
So,  at  last,  here  was 
corroboration  that  the  Earl 
Jow  itt  had  fudged  the  issue. 
Elsewhere  in  the  files.  Anna 
Wolkoff  also  went  on  record  as 
saying  that  the  man  who  handed 
her  the  letter  had  three  aliases, 
one  of  which  may  have  been 
'Cunningham'  (It  was  and  he  was 
another  Captain,  a  further  alias 
was  Captain  Howard.)  Moreover. 
Anna  believed  that  he  was 
working  for  MI2,  whereas  the 
woman  who  had  offered  to  pul 
the  letter  in  a  diplomatic  bag 
(HiSline  de  Munck)  was  working 
for  M15. 

Hughes  is  believed  to  have  gone 
to  some  South  American  country 
on  an  intelligence  assignmenl 
after  his  stint  with  the  BUF  came 
to  a  close  but.  according  lo  his 
granddaughter,  he  was  whisked 
away  to  Scotland  during  WWII 
because  'his  life  was  in  danger' 
But  there’s  an  alternative 
possibility:  maybe  it  was  so  that 
he  could  not  have  been  called  as 
a  witness  at  her  trial. 

In  summary .  therefore,  Anna 
WolkofTs  crime  was  to  take  a 
letter  from  one  agent 
provocateur  (Hughes)  and  hand 
it  to  a  second  agent  promcateur 
(de  Munck). 

So  far  as  is  known.  Churchill 
never  commented  on  M15't 
most  infamous  sting  operation 
but.  if  he  hud,  he  might  well 
have  declared  that  ’Never  in 
the  field  of  human  endeavour 
have  so  many  been 

incarcerated  for  so  long  on 
such  flimsy  trumped-up 
evidence’. 

Of  course,  there  is  a  lot  more  to  it 
than  that,  as  you  can  discover 
from  my  book  State  Secrets :  The 


Kent-  Wolkoff  .-I /fair  but.  at  least, 
you  are  now  familiar  with  some 
of  the  activities  of  Britain’s  most 
extraordinary  agent  provocateur. 
However,  the  uses  to  which  he 
put  his  other  known  aliases 
(Captain  Howard  and  Captain 
Cunningham)  still  remain 
mysteries. 

For  the  record.  James  McGuirk 
Hughes  who  died  in  1983.  also 
wrote  two  novels  both  published 
under  nom  de  plumes:  Spying  in 
Russia  by  John  Vidor  ( 1929)  and 
Remit  by  A.P.  Roley  (1933). 
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BLIND  MEN’S  BLl.’FF? 

A  Chinese  defence  lawyer,  who 
has  handled  cases  of  torture  and 
persecution,  claims  that  the 
Chinese  Communist  Party  has 
been  responsible  for  the  deaths  of 
80  million  people,  but  Western 
governments  desperate  to  "trade 
with  the  world’s  fastest  growing 
economy”  huve  "turned  a  blind 
eye"  (Observer.  29  Januarv 
2006). 

The  Council  of  Europe  in  Paris 
complains  that  there  has  been  no 
international  enquiry  into  crimes 
committed  by  the  Soviet  and 
other  communist  regimes  (Times 
26  January  2006).  It  documented 
some  20  million  deaths  from 
murder,  deportations  and 
starvation  to  the  USSR,  plus  2 
million  each  in  North  Korea  and 
Cambodia.  l.7million  in  Africa.  I 
million  in  Vietnam.  I  million  in 
eastern  Europe.  150.000  in  Utin 
America,  etc 

The  precise  circumstances  and 
statistical  details  can  be  debated, 
of  course,  as  with  almost  every 
other  20*  century  horror. 
However,  relatively  little  TV 
time  ever  seems  to  go  on  these 
communist  atrocities.  Their 
innocent  victims  have  yet  to  gel 
their  "Remembrance  Day”  or 
“Hotocausl  Museums"  Why  this 
discrimination?  Not  very 
''tolerant”  or  “compassionate"  is 
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Behind  the  high  profile  namril  members  of  the  British  I  nion. 
marched  rounlless  ihoustimls  of  men  and  women  dedicated  to  the 
cause  w  ho  made  up  the  xital  link  between  policy  and  the  general 
public.  “Let  he  leads  who  can"  was  the  slogan.  Street  corner 
meetings,  leaflet  hushing,  selling  the  ness spaper,  office  ssork.  fund 
raising  socials  even  dossn  to  making  the  humble  but  necessary 
cuppa.  \  ms  rind  group  of  eons  meed  solunleers  ssho  sscre 
determined  to  help  put  back  the  f.Rf  \  I  into  BRIT  AIN. 

Ifiesc  people  hose  for  the  most  part  slipped  into  history, 
remaining  anonymous.  but  with  the  stupendous  amount  of 
research  now  being  undertaken  into  so  mans  aspects  of  B.l  . 
histors  (stimulated  in  large  part  bs  fsvrnts  scars  of  Com  rude  I  it 
is  not  surprising  that  'names'  do  surface.  Some  arc  interesting 
enough  to  instigate  further  research  in  order  tu  profile  their 
contribution  to  the  cause.  One  such  person  was  a  young  man 
rallrd  William  Samuel  Bugle  who  was  first  noted  bs 
historian/rescarrhrr  John  Anderson  whrn  writing  Ins  article  on 
oserscas  branches  of  the  British  I  nion.  Intriguingls.  Bogle 
operated  the  Black  House  ICadio  Mation  G.2.y.l).  <  crtainls  nut  a 
jobsworth  position,  as  gocemmrnl  examination  and  a  knowledge 
of  morse  were  mandators  to  hold  such  a  position.  Here  eertainls 
was  a  foot  soldier  worths  of  a  second  glance. 


A  FACE  IN  THE  CROWD 

Bs  John  Anderson 

Born  hi  1901  \A  illiam  Samuel  Bogle  was  the  son  of  Robert  Bogle,  a 
axil  servant  During  die  first  World  War  he  served  in  the  Rusal 
Navy.  where  he  undoubtedly  picked  up  his  initial  radio  skills 


Photographic  es  idcncc  of  his  medal 
m  R  N.  mine  clearance  dial  went  on 
Following  dial  period,  he  lived  in 
Claughion.  Birkenhead  where  he 
met  his  future  wife.  Olive 
Richardson.  They  ssete  married 
on  8th  August  1927.  at  the  local 
Parish  Church,  and  made  their 
home  at  10.  Christchurch  Road. 
Claughton  In  Mas  the  following 
year  their  daughter  Margaret  was 
bom 

//  was  the  custom  within  the 
Movement,  when  referring  to 
V  U.Q  officials  to  only  use  then 
surname,  so  ill  true  H  I  tradition 
liogh  will  be  used  tram  this 
point. 

Hurls  Bass  Ihc  ‘Black 
House' 

An  early  recruit  to  British  Union, 
no  date  has  set  been  discovered 
for  his  recruitment  He  is  first 
recorded  during  December  1933 
as  officer  in  charge  of  the  Radio 
Department  at  National 
Headquarters.  33  king's  Road. 
Chelsea.  He  was  also  an  earls 
member  of  the  National  Defence 
Force.  organised  by  liric 
Hamilton  Piercy  the  Movement's 
3rd  most  senior  officer  Piercy 
liad  been  a  Special  Inspector  w  ith 
Ihc  Metropolitan  Police,  but  had 
been  forced  to  resign  due  to  his 
association  with  the  Blackshirts 
In  March  1934.  Bogle  appeared 
as  a  member  of  Ihc  Special 
Detachment  that  led  the  1st 
London  Propaganda  March  litis 
detachment  I  or  mod  tla-  cadre  of 
the  movement's  clue  I  Squad, 
which  Bogle  typically  joined 
sslieie  mans  of  its  inctuhcrs 
would  lata  hold  high  ranking 
posts  tlifoughoul  the  life  of  the 
organisation  While  in  the  I 
Squad  Bogle  look  pari  in  all  die 
duties  of  the  unit  -  from  transport 
drixer  steward  and  orderly  Jt 


ribbons  indicate  be  was  involved 
until  1920 

Headquarters  He  also  attended 
all  the  major  National  meetings 
Albert  Hall.  Olympia,  and  Hyde 
Park  for  example 

A  degree  of  the  regard  held  for 
Bogle.  at  this  stage.  is 
demonstrated  when,  in  April 
193$.  Bogle  svith  nine  fellow  I 
Squad  members  was  selected  to 
tonn  a  special  guard  of  honour  al 
Nliy.  Ibis  was  the  occasion  of 
the  funeral  of  NHQ  employee 
Das  id  Prichard  xvho  had  died  In  a 
motor  cycle  accident  near 
Staines 

Around  this  time  he  xvas  under 
the  command  of  Lionel  Aitken. 
Officer  in  Charge  of  Premises. 
Recruiting  and  Fnquircs.  Iliis 
section  included  F'  Knowles  and 
'Yorks'  Raxviinson  both  fellow  I 
Squad  members  -  with  Bogle 
holding  the  rank  of  Unit  Leader. 
However,  it  xvas  not  long  before 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Sub-Company  Officer  and 
appointed  as  Orderly  Officer  of 
the  Day  within  a  unit  svhicli  was 
called  the  'White  Guard'  Ibis 
unit  contained  the  men  xvho 
ensured  the  smooth  running  of 
the  premises,  supplied  the  guards 
to  the  entrances  and  escorted 
visitors  around  the  building 
Bugle  held  this  post  until  the 
Black  House*  was  sold  and  a 
new  I  IQ  opened  in  the  Sanctuary 
Buildings.  Westminster 
Westminster  Ahhcs  IHsIricI 
Die  move  to  the  Sanctuary 
Buildings  provided  on 
opportunity  to  divide  the 
Westminster  branch  in  two 
becoming  known  as  the  St 
George's  and  Abbey  districts. 
11k  Abbey  district  captured  those 
members  already  hvmg  in  the 
area,  and  also  provided  an 


FIRST  PROPAGANDA  MARCH  PROGRESSING  ALONG 
IOMXINS  LMBANK.MKNT  H<K',1J;CAN  Bl  .SKI-IN  ON  fill 

oinsiDii  plank 


HOOI.I-  ON  nil  1J-J-I  l-XANOS  IIWLKINS  (  \N  ALSO  HI* 
Sl-I-N  IN  Dll-  PK.1VIRI- 


administrative  home  for  the  NHO 
staff  which  had  been  formally 
been  attached  to  the  Black 
House'  branch 


William  Clarkson  was  appointed 
as  Abbey's  first  District  Officer 
and  he  quickly  convened  a 
general  meeting  for  Wednesday 
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Rawlinson.  I  .on]  and  Waters 
Bogle  held  this  post  until  the 
summer  of  1936  when  he  was 
appointed  to  a  new  and  even 
more  challenging  position  - 
District  Officer  for  Paddington 
South. 

Paddington  South  District 

Originally  know  as  the 
Bayswater  Branch.  the 
Paddington  District  was  an  early 
success  story  in  the  history  of  the 
BIT  development.  Organised  by 
Deputy  Branch  Officer  Sullivan, 
by  March  1933.  the  Paddington 
group  had  quickly  anained 
branch  status.  From  this  key 
milestone  the  branch  progressed 
steadily  and  by  January  1934  had 
become  the  Ikotic  of  the  West 
London  Regional  C  ouncil:  later 
renamed  the  West  London 
Command  operating  from  27. 
Pcmbridge  Villas.  Paddington. 
W II .  At  this  stage  the  branch 


14"'  August,  in  the  office  of  the 
London  Command;  now  located 
on  the  second  floor  of  the 
Sanctuary  Building.  Here  the 
other  officers  of  the  district  were 
announced  District  Treasurer. 
Ackerlcy:  Assistant  District 

Officer  (Canvass).  Bogle; 
Assistant  District  Officer  (Sales). 
Wilder.  Assistant  District  Officer 
(Propaganda).  McNab  and 
Women's  District  Officer.  Miss 
Aitken.  It  was  also  decided  that 
the  focus  of  the  district's 
attention  should  be  in  the 
Lachbrook  Street  area  with 
Trafalgar  Square  as  the  location 
of  their  first  public  meeting 
Finally,  the  district  would  be 
temporarily  housed  at  NHQ.  until 
suitable  accommodation  hod  been 
secured. 

The  location  of  NHQ  and  the 


the  norm. 

Bogle's  main  role,  as  A.D.O. 

;  (Canvass)  was  to  be  prospective 
election  agent  for  the  district.  As 
such,  he  had  to  develop  a  team  of 
Division  I  members  operating  in 
each  of  Abbey's  wards  He  was 
also  responsible  for  the  canvass 
and  in  particular  for  regular 
weekly  calls  by  the  Division  1 
teams  to  collect  subscriptions 
from  the  Division  3  members  and 
increase  sales  of  the  Movement’s 
publications  to  them.  This  he  did 
in  conjunction  with  the  A.D.O. 
(Sales)  In  fad  Bogle  became  the 
electoral  spearhead  for  the 
distnd  which  finally  resulted  in 
the  selection  of  Vice-Admiral  R 
St.  P  Parry.  D.S.O.  M.V.O  as  its 
'  Prospective  Parliamentary 

'Candidate  for  the  next  General 
I  Llcdion. 


was  under  the  command  of 
Branch  Officer.  Muhon,  while  his 
wife  ran  the  Women's  Section. 
Other  key  members  included 
Sedion  Leader.  Doyle  -  the 
Senior  Defence  Force  Officer. 
Sub  Branch  Officer.  Godward 
and  Propaganda  Officer. 
Waddingham 

Interestingly,  a  significant 
portion  if  the  Paddington  branch 
membership  were  drawn  from  the 
Hamilton  Motor  factory,  located 
at  466-490.  F.dgwarc  Road  Ihis 
company  had  supplied  the 
famous  ‘bottle  proof  vans  to 
NHQ.  which  were  mainly  used 
lor  transporting  speakers  and 
members  of  london  Defence 


Force  across  London  and  the 


suburbs.  These  vehicles  had 


j|  originally  been  intended  lor  the 
I  Russian  Postal  Service,  but  after 


attachment  of  many  of  its 
permanent  staff  provided  an 
excellent  pool  of  speakers  for 
Clarkson  and  McNab  to  draw  on. 
Mrs  Antic  Brock -Griggs. 
Alexander  Raven  Thompson  and 
A  K  Chesterton,  all  made  regular 
appearances,  addressing  crowds 


By  Christmas  1935  he  had  taken 
over  as  A.D.O.  (Sales)  from  T 
Wilder  who  in  turn  had  moved 
jover  to  the  propaganda  sect  Kin  as 
A.D.O.  (Propaganda).  At  this 
time  Bogle  was  luckily  working 
closely  with  several  of  his  former 
I  Squad  members  including  Unit 


the  contract  was  cancelled  the 
BUF  stepped- in  and  secured  a 
quick  purchase 

The  Paddington  branch  continued 
to  make  steady  progress 
throughout  1934  and  into  1935; 
challenging  continually  for  the 
coveted  "Blackshirt'  Sales  Cup 
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IBOGIJ-:  SF.1JJNG  THE 

HI  .ACKSHIRT  NEWSPAPER 

I 

including  Miss  M  Forester.  MrG, 
Waddingham  and  Mr  C.  Bamick 
were  selling  more  than  150 
copies  per  week.  For  their  effort 
each  received  a  copy  of  'Greater 
Britain’,  autographed  by  the 
Leader.  However,  at  the  end  of 
j  the  period,  it  was  Hammersmith 
and  then  North  London  that 
would  eventually  take  the  cup 
During  the  spring  of  1935.  NHQ 
officer.  Charles  F  Wcgg-Prosscr 
was  appointed  as  District  Officer 
to  the  Paddington  Branch.  His 
appointment  occurred  following  a 
senes  of  communist  attacks  on 
the  previous  District  Officer  and 
also  the  branch  premises.  Ai  one 
J  occasion  there  was  even  an 
attempt  to  bum  the  offices  down 
Wcgg-Prosser  was  aided  by 
another  well-known  NHQ  officer 
called  t  icorgc  Dunlop,  both  men 
would  later  play  a  key  role  in  the 
rise  of  the  East  London 
Blackshirts.  Under  Wcgg-Prosscr 
the  branch  flourished  and  by  June 
1935  sufficient  progress  had  been 
made  to  split  the  brunch  in  two 
forming  Paddington  North  under 
District  Officer  Bray  and 
Paddington  South  under  District 
Officer  Greaves 

Following  a  concentrated  push  by 
local  communists  to  drive  out  the 
Paddington  South  members,  the 
post  of  District  Officer  once 
again  became  vacant.  NHQ 


of  up  to  600.  which  soon  became  I  /aiders;  Bussey.  Graham. 


During  this  time  several  members  moved  immediately  and 
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■  appointed  Bogle  He  took  up  has 
appointment  in  June  at  districl 
HO  now  located  at  85 
W  est  bourne  Park  Road. 
Paddington.  At  his  first  meeting 
with  the  branch  officers  he 
declared  'within  6  months  this 
branch  will  hold  the  Leaders 
Sales  Cup';  an  awesome 
challenge!  Dividing  the  district 
into  separate  wards  he  allocated 
the  members  into  'Action'  teams 
-  learn  Leaders  included 
Women's  District  Officer  Swain, 
Miss  Taylor.  Miss  Fortune  mid 
Miss  Stratton,  and  from  the 
men's  section  Blackshirts  Grove. 
Caldcr.  Pile  and  Gardiner  In 
December,  as  predicted,  it  was 
announced  they  had  won  the  cup. 
This  coincided  with  news  that 
Bogle  would  be  leaving  the 
district  to  take  over  the  a  more 
prestigious  post  as  District 
Inspector 

Bui  his'  duties  were  not  quite 
finished,  in  January  ,  representing 
the  district  membership  he 
attended  the  marriage  of 
Blackshirts  C  W  Calder  and  Miss 

.  D  L  Cox. 


ITCH  BLACK  IIOUSH  RADIO 
CALL  SIGN  G2QD 


Districl  Inspector  •  London 
Command 

The  post  of  District  Inspectoi  w  as 
created  following  the 
reorganisation  of  the  area 
administration  system  which, 
although  necessary  in  the  early 
days.  had  produced  a 
decentralised  structure  with  too 
much  independence  from  NHQ 
In  London,  the  implication  of  this 
change  was  to  move  from  five 
councils,  based  on  the  I  ondon 
regions  t.e_  North  London 
Regional  Council  etc.  to  a  more 
structured  district  inspectorate  of 
twelve  areas,  each  containing 
between  5  and  10  districts  Each 
District  Inspector  reported 
directly  to  the  Senior  London 
Administrator,  who  by  19.17  was 
Capitan  LI  A  flick  of  the  London 
Command. 

Where  possible,  each  Districl 
Inspector  would  he  appointed 
from  within  his  own  inspection 
area  If  this  was  not  possible  then 
a  NIK?  official  would  be 
selected,  but  preferably  with  the 
aide  of  a  locally  recruited 
subordinate,  officially  known  as 
the  Assistant  District  Inspector, 
'n  addition,  the  District  Inspector 
would  have  the  support  of  the 
Women’s  Canvass  Officer,  the 
Area  Propaganda  Officer  and  the 


Area  Cadet  I  eader. 

The  role  of  the  District  Inspector 
was  mainly  that  of  liaison.  His 
job  was  to  be  a  link  between  the 
local  membership  and  NHQ  For 
this  he  needed  to  known,  not  only 
the  officers  of  each  districl  but 
most  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Division 
membership  and  preferably  many 
of  the  3rd  Division  non-active 
members  Therefore.  when 
appointing  a  NHQ  Districl 
Inspector  he  was  usually  one  with 
either  a  high  profile  or  one  which 
had  come  into  contact  with 
numerous  members  of  the 
organisation.  Bogle  certainly  met 
the  latter 

Bogle  was  appointed  Districl 
Inspector  of  the  2nd  London  Area 
in  February  1937.  This  area 
covered  the  districts  of  Finsbury. 
Islington  North  -  South  and  East 
St  Marylebonc  and  finally  St 
Pancras  Here  his  first  objective 
was  to  organise  the  area’s  Eve  of 
Coronation  CamivaL  to  he  Itcid 
at  Gatti's  Resturant.  King 
Williams  Street,  Strand,  on 
Tuesday  I  Ith  May  To  assist  him. 
he  called  on  W.  A.  Cooper, 
another  former  1  Squad  member 
and  by  then  District  leader  for  St 
Marylebonc.  and  from  all  reports 
they  did  an  excellent  job.  with  the 
carnival  drawing  the  support  over 
300  members. 

It  is  a  measure  of  Bogle's  worth 
that  he  survived  the  massive  1937 
cutback  of  salaried  staff  when 
nearly  80%  had  to  go  because  of 
financial  difficulties. 

By  the  autumn  District  Inspector 
Bogle  had  transferred  to  the  7"' 
London  Area.  His  new 
operational  area  covered  the 
districts  of  Chelsea. 
Hammersmith  North. 

Hammersmith  South.  Fulham 
East  and  Fulham  West:  and  also 
the  districts  of  Kensington  Soulh. 
Kensington  North  and  finally 
Putney  These  districts  had 
originally  formed  the  Regional 
Councils  of  West  and  South  West 
London  To  support  Bogle  his 
learn  of  senior  officers  of  the  area 
included  Miss  Ann  Good. 
Women's  Canvass  Officer. 
Podgcr.  Assistant  District 
Inspector:  Cottrell.  Area 

Propaganda  Officer  and 
Flockhart,  Cadet  leader  Bogle 
was  also  fortunate  to  have  at  least 
two  qualified  Election  Agents 
Miss  Anne  Good  and  H  Hewitt 
(District  leader  of  Hammersmith 
Soulh). 

The  first  Wednesday  evening  of 
each  month  was  set  for  die 
leaders  of  the  districts  to  meet 
where  updates  on  the  latest  BU 
policy  were  communicated  It 
also  provided  the  forum  to  raise 
any  local  issues  which  NHQ 
needed  to  be  made  aware. 

Senior  officials  of  the  movement 
were  always  keen  to  hear  how  the 
7'1'  was  progressing.  Captain 


Hick.  Senior  London 
Administrator  had  been  a 
founding  member  of  the  Fulham 
Branch  and  there  an  early  Branch 
Officer:  C  Pert  woe,  a  National 
Organising  Officer,  had  founded 
the  Hammersmith  Branch  in 
association  with  the  Vinceni 
brothers  -  George  and  Stanley 
George  G  Vincent  went  on  to 
help  form  the  Northern 
Administration  while  Stanley 
organised  Ihc  Kent  region  from 
his  base  at  Ashford  Anolhct 
NHQ  official  with  a  long 
association  with  this  urea  was 
Capt  Ernie  Mathews,  he  was  in 
charge  of  all  maintenance  work  at 
National  Headquarters. 

Final  3  curs 

By  March  1938.  Bogle  had 
passed  on  his  duties  as  District 
Inspector  to  Podgcr  to 
concentrate  his  attention  on  his 
NHQ  work.  By  this  stage  the 
movement  was  having  a  dramatic 
upsurge  in  membership:  mainly 
due  to  the  ever  worsening 
International  situation  Now 
working  exclusively  in  the 
1-inquiry  Offiuc.  Bogle,  together 
with  C  Pavne.  G  Armsden  and  V 
Caleroft  he  dealt  with  the 
constant  flow  of  personal  and 
telephone  calls  declaring  an 
interest^  in  joining  the 


organisation  or  seeking  further 
information.  The  documented 
influx  of  new  members  during 
this  pre  war  period  is  testament 
indeed  to  both  his  dedication  and 
hard  work  for  the  movement 
In  1940.  Bogle,  together  with 
most  of  the  NHQ  stafT  and  almost 
1000  district  members  and 
supporters,  was  arecstcd  and 
interned  under  the  controversial 
I8B  legislation.  Bogle  did  not 
join  Union  Movement.  A  long 
suffering  consumptive.  he 
decided  to  settle,  after  his  release, 
in  the  clean  air  of  the 
Lincolnshire  Wolds,  taking  a  less 
demanding  position  as  an 
engineers  clerk.  Following  the 
publication  of  Mosley  's  seminal 
work  niF.  ALTERNATIVE. 
Bogle,  now  in  failing  health 
wrote  to  Mosley  congratulating 
him  on  the  book  This  confirms 
the  oft  said  'ONCE  A  MOSLEY 
MAN.  ALWAYS  A  MOSLEY 
MAN'.  He  passed  away  aged  just 
49  on  the  13"’  September  1950  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
IT  HAS  BEEN  AN  HONOUR 
TO  PAY  TRIBITE  TO 
WILLIAM  SAMUEL  BOGl-F. 
A  LIFETIME  FIGHTER  FOR 
I  RUTH  AND  JUST1CT 
III  IS  NOT  FORGOTTEN 

J.A. 
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15th  January  1990 


Dear  Friend  of  O.M., 

Our  New  Year  Greeting  comes  to  you  a  little  later  than  is  customary  this  year  but  is 
none  the  less  sincere  for  its  delay. 

You  may  also  have  noticed  the  absence  of  our  yearly  report  normally  sent  out  at  this 
time.  The  spirit  is  always  willing  but  the  body  sometimes  succombs  to  illness.  The 
Editor  of  COMRADE,  John  Christian,  spent  Christmas  and  the  New  Year  in  hospital 
following  an  operation  for  appendicitis.  Others  whose  help  is  vital  to  the  production 
of  COMRADE  have  also  been  on  the  sick  list  but  all  are  now  making  progress  on  the 
road  to  recovery. 

Before  long  we  hope  that  our  modest  journal  will  again  be  arriving  to  reunite  and 
inspire  Friends  with  the  message  of  the  great  man  who  has  influenced  all  our  lives 
so  much. 

1989  has  been  a  year  of  continued  progress  for  FOM  with  many  new  Friends  made  and  old 
Comrades  found  and  successful  meetings  have  again  been  held  in  both  London  and 
Manchester.  The  interest  from  academic  and  literary  circles  continues  to  grow  and 
much  time  has  been  spent  in  providing  assistance  for  important  projects  with  results 
that  will  be  seen  in  the  coming  year. 

1990  promises  to  be  an  historic  year  for  Europe.  However  we  may  view  the  real  motives 
of  bankrupt  Marxist  regimes  in  initiating  'glasnost'  and  'perestroika',  the  people  of 
Eastern  Europe  have  arisen  to  take  control  of  events  and  even  now  their  heroic 
actions  are  destroying  Communism  on  the  streets  of  Europe. 

Almost  without  exception  they  seek  to  realise  their  aspirations  through  an  extended 
Brotherhood  of  Europe.  What  a  privilege  it  is  for  us  to  see  one  of  the  major  themes 
advocated  by  Oswald  Mosley,  the  re  lection  of  Communism  and  the  creation  of  a  new 
Europe,  enacted  so  swiftly  and  in  our  own  lifetimes. 

Problems  there  will  still  be,  and  other  troubles  that  threaten  the  very  identity  of 
our  British  people  that  will  require  heroism  in  our  own  islands  equal  to  that  shown 
by  the  people  of  Bucharest,  Warsaw,  Prague,  Berlin  and  elsewhere. 

Throughout  1990  COMRADE  will  continue  to  make  its  viewpoint  known  on  these  and  other 
matters. 

Finally,  I  thank  you  for  your  enthusiasm,  support  and  interest  which  has  given  so 
much  encouragement  for  the  future  to  all  involved  in  the  production  of  COMRADE. 

Yours  in  Friendship, 

C\  crV<L(v/\  'ftp 


Gordon  Beckwell 


Newsletter  of  Friends  of  OM.I 


|41  he  Spirit  Lives.  ..The  Rest  Will  Follow’l 


September  1  996. 

Dear  Friend  of  O.M., 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  if  Sir  Oswald  Mosley  was  alive  today,  he  would  be 
almost  100  years  old. 

Right  up  until  the  end,  his  thinking  was  always  fresh  and  his  speeches  were 
always  delivered  with  the  vigour  of  youth.  And  that  is  how  we  always  remember 
him. 

On  the  centenary  day  itself,  Saturday  November  1  6th.,  the  Friends  of  O.M.  will 
be  holding  a  private  dinner  to  mark  the  occasion.  The  number  of  places 
available  are  limited  and  more  than  half  have  already  been  applied  for.  We 
are  therefore  writing  to  you  earlier  than  usual  to  advise  you  to  book  now  if  you 
would  like  to  attend.  The  remaining  places  will  be  allocated  only  on  a  'first 
come,  first  served'  basis  and  we  regret  that  inevitably  some  will  be 
disappointed.  For  this  we  apologise  in  advance. 

Please  complete  the  form  below  and  return  it  with  your  cheque  without  delay. 
Those  who  applied  for  tickets  during,  or  since,  the  May  Buffet  must  confirm 
their  reservation  now  by  sending  their  cheque  by  return. 

Yours  in  Union, 

Cj  ev'c'UyW 

Gordon  Beckwell 

Right:  Friends  of  Oswald  Mosley  1 937: 

Blackshirts  and  Creyshirts  accompany 
the  Leader  to  the  sea  for  a  swim  at 
the  British  Union  Summer  Camp  at  Selsey, 

3  p.m.  Sunday  August  1st.  1937. 

I  Photo  taken  by  Mrs.  Flo  Elliott]. 


THE  FOM  CENTENARY  DINNER 
Saturday  November  16th  1996  at  6.00  p.m. 

Reservations  can  only  be  accepted  if  accompanied  by  a  cheque  or  postal  order  for 
£15  made  payable  to  'F.O.M.'  Send  to:  Fred  Bailey,  101  Orwell  Court,  Pownall 
Road,  London  E8  4PP.  Tickets  mailed  the  week  preceeding  the  Dinner. 

Name: 


I  Wo  matter  who  aita  in  Westminster,  they  have  to  lump  to 

the  financiers  tune  9 

THE  MYTH  OF 
BRITISH  SOVEREIGNTY 

|bV  MICHAEL  QUILL 

ONCE  AGAIN  the  Old  Party  Politicians  indulge  in  a  debate  that  is  complete 
ly  futile.  Whether  a  Single  Currency  could  lead  to  the  loss  of  National 
Sovereignty  which  begs  the  question  of  what  sovereignty  have  we  new  over 
our  economic  affairs? 

If  we  have,  why  are  there  millions  of  unemployed?  Why  have  we  homeless¬ 
ness  and  a  million  slim  houses?  Why  are  nurses  being  forced  into  threaten¬ 
ing  strike  action  to  get  a  living  wage? 


labour  Prime  Minister 
Clement  Attlee  onoe  told 
us  that  "it  was  external 
factors  over  which  we  had 
no  control"  that  were 
responsible  for  the  econ¬ 
omic  problems  of  the  day. 
Oswald  Mosley  replied 
that  it  was  the  speculat¬ 
ors  of  International  fin¬ 
ance  that  controlled  the 
British  economy. 

Would  any  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  suggest  that  we 
should  have  a  few  million 
unemployed  or  a  ' card¬ 
board  city'  set  up  on  the 
Qnbankment  very  night? 

Of  course  not.  These 
things  just  happen.  Why 
do  they  happen? 

Because  Britain  is  part 
of  the  international 
trading  system  and  inter¬ 
national  finance  rules. 

No  matter  who  sits  in 
Westminster  they  have 
to  jmp  to  the  financiers 
tune.  We  are  urged  to 
great  effort  to  'stay 
ccnpetetive'  and  'not  to 
price  ourselves  put  of  a 


joo'  as  we  compete  with 
sweated  and  slave  labour 
throughout  the  world. Gone 
are  the  days  when  Trade 
Unions  campaigned  for 
'not  an  hour  on  the  day, 
not  a  penny  of  the  rate ' . 
Wages  are  reduced  by  in¬ 
flation  and  devaluation 
year  after  year  and  the 
struggle  to  regain  our 
standard  of  living 
creates  a  treadnill  that 
one  never  reaches  the 
top.  With  the  advance  of 
technology  hours  of  work 
should  be  coming  down. But 
we  work  longer  overtime 
than  ever.  That  is  if  you 
are  one  of  the  lucky 
ones  helping  to  increase 
productivity!  The  unlucky 
ones  meet  1  the  recession ' 
and  join  the  Dole  queue. 

Unemployment,  even  the 
official  'doctored'  fig¬ 
ures,  are  In  millions  and 
have  been  so  for  most  of 
this  century.  They  only 
reduced  during  the  Second 
World  Vfar  when  internat¬ 
ional  financiers  were 


worried  more  about  their 
necks  than  there  money. 
The  latest  ploy  is  the 
creation  of  'part-time' 
jobs  at  pitiful  wages  to 
help  us  'become  competit¬ 
ive*  . 

Who  is  responsible  for 
this  deplorable  state  of 
affairs,  for  many  becom- 


ing 

permanent 

and 

for 

whom 

there  is 

no 

way 

out? 

The 

men  of 

the 

old 

gang  political  parties  in 
the  'sovereign'  House  of 
Connons  who  in  their 
stupidity  cling  to  the 
international  system  of 
'free  trade'  when  science 
has  made  it  possible  to 
produce  almonst  anything 
anywhere  In  the  war  Id. 
The  need  for  Internation¬ 
al  trade  has  gone. 

Does  it  natter  whether 
there  is  a  National  Curr¬ 
ency  or  a  Joint  European 
Currency?  What  natters  is 
that  the  people  have  con¬ 
trol  of  their  money  and 
not  international  specu- 
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people  ito  are  naTdrq  the 
stuff  we  wrt  to  tuy. ' 

Rmpr  tpd>  minlstm 
Alai  Clark 

(guxfay  TOibeb  30.10.1994) 

lators.  When  large  scale 
international  trading 
ceases  so  will  the  large 
scale  dealing  in  money 
stop.  Hie  need  to  devalue 
or  adjust  interest  rates 
after  the  latest  gamble 
on  the  international  mon¬ 
ey  markets  will  end.  What 
an  absurdity  to  pay  high¬ 
er  interest  rates  to  the 
very  people  that  plotted 
against  our  currency, mak¬ 
ing  certain  they  will 
try  again,  and  again. 

British  Money  should 
only  serve  the  British 
People  and  European  Money 
only  the  people  of 
EUrope.  Whether  we  have 
the  convenience  of  a 
joint  currency  or  a  Nat¬ 
ional  currency,  the  Im¬ 
portant  thing  is  that  it 
should  be  managed  by  the 
people. 

There  should  be  no 
place  in  the  modern  world 
for  the  gantolers  and 
speculators  of  inter¬ 
national  finance. 


Mosley  warned  —  again  and  again 


By  ROBERT  ROW 


"JITTERY  WORKERS  turn 
against  free  trade”  ran 
the  heading  in  the  Sun¬ 
day  Times  a  short  time 
ago.  These  were  American 
workers  and  it  was  bound 
to  happen .  It  is  also 
bound  to  happen  here  as 
British  workers  faoe  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  dangers 
from  Eastern  slave 
ccnpetltian. 


American  workers  "have 
had  enough  of  free  trade" 
said  the  Sunday  Times. 
"They  worry  about  their 
jobs,  and  fear  competition 
frem  goods  made  in  Chinese 
prison  camps  and  Mexican 
sweatshops".  The  same  men¬ 
ace  overhangs  British  in¬ 
dustry.  for  the  global 
free  trade  fanatics  In 
their  seats  of  power  are 
building  a  single  world¬ 


wide  market  open  to  all 
countries  no  matter  hew 
low  their  wages. 

It  is  therefore  a  global 
market  without  protective 
barriers,  and  the  jobs  go 
where  labour  Is  cheap,  es¬ 
pecially  these  days  when 
modern  machines  can  be 
worked  by  cheap  labour  af¬ 
ter  a  week's  training.  But 
It  is  really  a  double  att¬ 
ack  on  British  jobs. First, 


they  are  directly  threat¬ 
ened  as  low-cost  Eastern 
competition  invades  Brit¬ 
ish  markets.  Secondly .more 
and  more  big  names  In  Bri¬ 
tish  Industry  are  invest¬ 
ing  in  the  Ehst,  operating 
out  there,  employing  local 
labour.  A  rising  exodus  of 
jobs  from  Britain  is  the 
result. For  British  workers 

- Urn  to  fage  A 
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TRE  BRITISH  PARLIAMENT:  "its  central  problem  is  not  just  the  stench  of  low- intensity 
corruption,  tut  rather  the  fact  that  by  most  criteria  it  is  remarkably  badly  run.  MPs 
receive  little  training  far  a  job  that  often  involves  staying  up  all  night  to  cast 
votes  whose  outcome  has  already  been  fixed  by  the  Whips.  Its  ability  to  scrutenise 
legislation  is  at  best  poor  (which  other  legislature  would  have  let  the  poll  tax  go 
through?)  and  the  media  are  much  better  at  uncovering  government  wrong  doing.  Far 
from  being  a  model  of  sober  deliberation,  its  public  image  is  closer  to  that  of  a 
Punch  and  Judy  show". 

GEOFF  MULGANi  "CNLY  REFORM  CAN  SAVE  BRITAIN  NOW":  Evening  Standard, 31  October  1994 


DEMOCRACY 

Action  Within  I'sirlianicntary 

Govern  incut 


DEMOCRACY  either  means  that  the 
will  of  the  people  shall  be  implemented, 
or  it  means  nothing.  Yet  to  suggest  a 
system  which  can,  in  fact,  do  what  the 
people  want  done  is  often  denounced 
as  a  denial  of  democracy,  since  effective 
action  is  regarded  as  a  danger  to 
liberty.  In  the  name  of  freedom  people 
are  condemned  to  live  in  slums  for  fear 
that  a  government  powerful  enough  to 
rebuild  the  slums  might  turn  life  into 
some  kind  of  prison.  Consequently  we 
live  in  a  State  of  universal  negation 
within  a  system  of  individual  inhibition. 

The  individual  has  liberty  to  drink 
or  drug  himself  into  oblivion  of  his 
inhibitions,  but  not  the  liberty  to  live 
in  a  good  home  easily  obtained  at  a 
fair  rent,  or  to  enjoy  a  secure  livelihood 
in  work  which  interests  him  because 
his  ideas  are  used,  while  in  the  evening 
his  enthusiasm  is  encouraged  in  an 
active  community  life.  These  things  are 
possible  in  the  age  of  modern  science, 
but  they  require  organisation  on  a  great 
scale  which  means  action  by  govern¬ 
ment  Tire  failure  of  government  to  act 
results  in  disillusionment  and  even¬ 
tually  in  the  disintegration  of  society. 

Is  it  possible  to  reconcile  action  with 
liberty?  Can  we  give  government  power 
to  act  and  yet  make  quite  certain  it  will 
not  abuse  that  power,  and  will  preserve 
the  absolute  assurance  of  individual 
liberty?  I  believe  we  can.  Government 
freely  and  regularly  elected  by  uni¬ 
versal  franchise  would  ask  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  majority  to  grant  it  freedom 
to  act  in  all  the  main  problems  facing 
the  nation.  It  would  then  be  able  to  do 
what  tire  people  want  done,  subject  to 
the  right  of  Parliament  at  any  time  to 
dismiss  it  by  vote  of  censure.  Give  a 
man.  or  in  this  case  a  government,  a 
job  to  do,  and  sack  him  if  lie  fails.  Ls 
a  principle  most  people  would  support 
Conimonsense  principles  of  everyday 
life,  which  everyone  can  understand, 
arc  required  to  cut  through  the  Gordian 
knot  iif  present  confusion  and  frustra¬ 
tion  in  government. 

Members  of  Parliament  should  not 
only  have  power  to  dismiss  government 
by  a  majority  vote  of  censure,  but  also 
to  question  Minister:?  far  more  fre- 
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qucntly  than  lime  now  permits.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  all  parties  should  he  attached 
to  each  department  to  make  sugges¬ 
tions  to  Ministers  and  interrogate  them 
publicly  if  they  proved  recalcitrant. 
Members  of  Parliament  should  also  be 
more  closely  informed  of  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  in  tlie  country  by  spending  more 
time  among  their  constituents.  Time 
spent  in  the  lobbies  or  in  futile  debates 
would  be  used  instead  to  share  in  (he 
daily  life  and  to  study  the  require¬ 
ments  of  their  constituents.  They  would 
then  be  competent  to  question  Minis¬ 
ters.  since  they  would  be  well  informed 
by  their  contacts  both  with  the  depart¬ 
ments  and  with  the  people. 


"Vfe  never  learn  all 
the  facts  until 
becxme  Ministers; 
that  is  why  all  party 
progranmes  are  more  or 
less  bogus" 


What  Would  be  gained  and  what 
might  be  lost  by  such  a  reform  of 
government?  The  gain  would  be  com¬ 
plete  freedom  to  act.  For  instance,  just 
conceive  solving  the  housing  problem 
by  the  present  rigmarole  of  interacting 
procedure  between  government.  Parlia¬ 
ment  and  local  authority.  The  scandal 
of  the  slums  in  Birmingham.  Liverpool. 
Manchester,  Glasgow  and  London 
itself  was  one  of  the  main  factors  which 
took  me  into  the  Labour  Party  in  1924. 
after  betrayal  of  the  government's 
pledge  in  1918  to  rehouse  the  people 
with  particular  reference  to  the  re¬ 
turned  ex-servicemen.  Yet  it  was  re¬ 
ported  in  “The  Times”  of  October  22 
1969  that  4.5<X).000  houses  still  require 
demolition 

For  my  part  I  have  proposed  ever 
since  return  from  the  war  of  1918  (hat 
we  should  solve  ihc  housing  problem 
as  an  “operation  of  warv.  Government 


should  mobilise  individual  firms  by 
mass  production  methods  to  build 
houses  as  llicy  built  ships,  planes,  shells 
and  mulberry  harbours  in  wartime. 
When  the  housing  shortage  is  at  length 
overcome  and  the  slums  are  rebuilt, 
industry  could  revert  to  private  enter¬ 
prise  just  as  normality  returns  at  the 
successful  conclusion  of  a  war.  It 
would  he  a  national  effort  to  solve  a 
problem  which  menaces  Ihc  life,  health 
anti  happiness  of  our  people  Why 
should  government  only  have  the  power 
to  act  in  lime  of  war.  always  It)  destroy, 
never  to  build? 

Ihc  gain  in  terms  of  what  could  be 
done  for  our  people  by  this  long  over¬ 
due  action  of  government  would  be 
immense.  What  would  he  I  he  loss?  We 
should  lose  whatever  advantage  is 
derived  from  detailed  parliamentary 
debate,  an  overrated  benefit.  As  an 
cx-Minister  responsible  for  conducting 
difficult  anti  complex  Bills  through 
I’arlia.mcnl  I  will  not  deny  there  is 
some  benefit  Ihc  old  adage  that  sev¬ 
eral  lieads  are  better  than  one  always 
applies  in  regarding  these  measures 
from  all  angles  in  Parliament,  because 
every  kind  of  human  and  professional 
experience  is  to  be  found  there.  Yet  the 
real,  detailed  grilling  of  the  problem 
by  the  experts  of  the  departments  has 
already  occurred.  The  Minister  has 
already  accepted  valuable  advice  and 
made  his  own  contribution  if  he  is  any 
ood.  and  his  job  in  Parliament  is  more 
y  debating  skill  and  agreeable  man¬ 
ners  to  get  the  Bill  through  prolonged 
and  successive  readings  as  quickly  as 
possible.  Members  of  Parliament  lack¬ 
ing  the  mass  of  detailed  information 
which  is  only  available  in  the  depart¬ 
ments  are  tempted  instead  to  obstruct 
with  party  politics.  We  never  learn  all 
the  facts  until  we  become  Ministers; 
that  is  why  all  party  programmes  are 
more  or  less  bogus. 

The  task  of  the  Minister  is  to  grasp 
the  facts  available  in  the  department, 
and  to  decide  his  action;  it  should, 
of  course,  coincide  with  and  not  con¬ 
tradict  the  party  statement  of  intent 
at  the  previous  election.  If  he  knows 
his  own  mind  ami  comes  to  clear  dcci- 
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sions  he  will  be  supported  by  the  com¬ 
plete  loyally  of  the  Civil  Service.  The 
elaborate  paraphernalia  of  detailed 
Parliamentary  discussion  dales  front  a 
previous  epoch,  and  today  wastes  time 
without  really  touching  more  than  the 
fringe  of  the  subject.  My  old  gag  about 
government  and  opposition — fancy  run¬ 
ning  a  factory  by  paying  one  man  to 
do  a  job  anti  anotlicr  man  to  stop  him 
— was  demagogic,  but  contained  an 
element  of  truth. 

Admittedly  Ministers  would  lose 
some  time  in  dealing  with  all-party 
committees  to  co-operate  with  the  de¬ 
partments.  but  nothing  like  the  time 
they  now  waste  in  hanging  about  the 
lobbies  day  ami  night  in  idle  discus¬ 
sion.  Also  ihcrc  would  be  a  corres¬ 
ponding  gain  in  learning  continually 
what  was  hap|>emug  in  llic  country 
from  M  P  s  wiio  were  in  close  ami 
constant  touch  with  tlicir  constituents. 
My  wish  that  "Governments  should 
always  know  what  lltc  people  arc 
thinking,  and  I  lie  people  sltoukl  always 
know  what  the  government  is  doing", 
would  tlicn  be  implemented.  The  Ptinic 
Minister  woukl  liiul  it  worthwhile  to 
sec  llicsc  commillccs  at  regular  inter¬ 
vals  and  to  learn  the  facts  of  daily  life. 
He  would  also  do  well  to  inform  and 
be  informed  by  often  submitting  him¬ 
self  to  interrogation  before  television 
by  skilled  journalists  armed  with  all 
the  facts  of  their  organisations.  That 
would  be  the  beginning  of  "participa¬ 
tion". 

For  the  rest,  effective  participation 
surely  entails  the  consultation  of  every 
man  in  his  daily  work,  above  all  the 
careful  study  of  any  idea  he  presents 
for  its  improvement,  and  opportunity 
to  enter  in  ait  organised  form  into  all 
questions  affecting  his  daily  community 
life  at  home.  This  is  an  interest  which 
has  occupied  me  from  the  co-partner¬ 
ship  and  profit-sharing  schemes  of  the 
twenties  to  the  “European  Socialism” 
— briefly,  syndicalism  in  industries  now 
nationalised — which  1  was  suggesting 
in  the  fifties.  It  was  inherent,  too.  in 
my  proposals  for  an  occupational  fran¬ 
chise  in  the  thirties.  I  do  not.  at  present, 
advocate  this  reform,  because  such 
great  changes  will  be  necessary  before 
long  to  overcome  economic  crisis  that 
we  should  undertake  nothing  which  is 
not  strictly  necessary;  we  should  say 
with  Jeremy  Bentham ;  “minimise 
pain”.  What  matters  is  that  full  outlet 
to  every  man's  mind  and  spirit  in  work 
and  daily  life  shall  be  secured  in  this 
mechanical  age. 

Can  we  then  agree  that  democracy 
consists  firstly  in  government  with  the 
duty  and  the  power  to  do  what  the 
people  have  elected  it  to  do.  subject 
not  only  to  their  will  at  frequent  multi¬ 
party  elections  but  also  to  instant  dis¬ 
missal  at  any  time  by  their  elected 
representatives,  and  secondly  in  the 
organised  consultation  of  the  whole 
people  in  their  work  and  daily  life  in 
a  manner  so  thorough  and  systematic 
that  it  can  only  be  initiated  and  con¬ 
ducted  under  the  auspices  of  the 
government  they  have  elected  for  this 


purpose?  If  we  can  agree  that  some 
such  measures  can  give  the  people 
effective  control  over  their  internal 
affairs  and  lives,  we  arc  still  faced  with 
the  problem  how  they  can  change  the 
present  control  of  their  country  by  ex¬ 
ternal  factors.  It  is  not  much  good 
taking  all  this  trouble  to  manage  our 
own  affairs,  if  they  can  be  completely 
upset  any  day  by  some  outsider 

What  Mr.  Attlee  used  to  call 
“external  factors"  have  continuously 
wrecked  the  best  laid  plans  of  social 
democrat  governments  both  in  Britain 
and  Europe.  We  depend  at  present  not 
only  on  the  vagaries  of  world  markets 


"Are  they  really  so 
proud  of  the  roast  beef 
of  old  England  being 
cooked  for  ever  in 
Wall  Street?" 


but  on  control  by  foreign  bankers  who 
dictate  to  British  government  the  neces¬ 
sary  measures  to  maintain  our  balance 
of  payments.  In  this  sphere  one  or 
oilier  of  the  weak,  divided  European 
countries  is  always  in  trouble,  because 
it  is  self-evident  that  all  countries 
cannot  simultaneously  sell  more  than 
they  buy.  The  resultant  movements 
from  surplus  into  deficit  and  back  into 
surplus  arc  ordained  by  foreign 
bankers  :  we  live  under  a  system  of 
external  financial  control.  What  non¬ 
sense  in  these  circumstances  to  talk  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  nation  or  its 
people,  or  even  to  maintain  that  demo¬ 
cracy  exists.  We  are  governed  not  by 
the  vote  of  the  people  but  by  dictates 
from  abroad,  and  in  an  Eurodollar 
world  by  inflation  partly  imported 
from  abroad. 

It  is  necessary  to  unite  with  the  rest 
of  Europe  in  order  to  establish  any 
true  basis  of  democracy.  We  need  not 
only  common  market  but  also  common 
government;  I  have  always  contended 
that  to  put  common  market  before 
common  government  was  to  put  the 
cart  before  the  horse.  We  must  become 
a  single  self-contained  country,  with 
no  more  payments  problems  within  its 
borders  than  exists  today  between 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire.  A  firm  in 
Manchester  may  by  successful  compe¬ 
tition  put  out  of  business  a  firm  in 
Lyons  or  Hamburg — or  vice  versa — 
but  there  will  be  no  national  balance 
of  payments  problem  between  Britain. 
France  and  Germany  We  will  never 
solve  llicsc  problems  or  win  true  inde¬ 
pendence  for  tite  people  to  rule  their 
own  lives  by  their  votes  until  we  have 
common  government  and  common 
market;  in  short.  Europe  a  Nation  for 
which  I  declared  in  1948. 

It  has  long  been  admitted  that  to  win 
access  to  the  large  and  assured  market 
which  renders  possible  modern  mass 
production  we  must  enter  a  wider 
economic  community.  Now  it  becomes 
dear  to  all  who  seriously  study  the 
industrial  and  technical  problem  that 
advanced  industries  can  only  be  deve¬ 


loped  with  the  related  resources  of  an 
entire  continent.  I  was  not  far  qut  in 
,  the  1940s  in  saying  (1946  and  1947): 
“The  union  of  Europe  becomes  not 
merely  a  dream  or  a  desire  but  a 
necessity”  and  “Politics  must  bring  in 
the  new  world  of  science  to  redress 
the  balance  of  the  old  world  of 
Europe"  European  politics,  industries 
and  science  arc  becoming  completely 
interwoven,  and  I  maintain  again  that 
it  was  right  then  to  say:  “modem 
statesmen  should  live  and  work  with 
scientists  as  the  Mcdicis  lived  with 
artists'*.  They  must  also  live  as  Euro, 
pcans  and  not  as  mutually  suspicious 
villagers. 

What  becomes  of  our  national  cul¬ 
ture  and  institutions? — the  usual  mis¬ 
understanding  arises  at  this  point.  Arc 
they  really  so  proud  of  the  roast  beef 
of  old  England  being  cooked  for  ever 
in  Wall  Street?  Cannot  they  see  that 
the  only  way  to  save  our  national  cul¬ 
ture  and  institutions  from  the  control 
of  foreign  bankers,  from  Americanisa¬ 
tion  or  Soviet  domination,  is  to  gel 
together  with  other  Europeans  not  only 
to  save  our  whole  homeland  and  make 
it  greater  Europe  but  to  preserve  our 
individual  cultures  within  our  mutual 
strength?  The  combined  might  of  Great 
Britain  never  obliged  any  Englishman 
to  eat  haggis  or  play  the  bag-pipes,  but 
it  did  preserve  both  English  and 
Scottish  culture  from  outside  domina¬ 
tion  for  several  centuries. 

Directly  we  consider  a  realistic  struc¬ 
ture  for  Europe  it  is  clear  that  the 
individual  national  cultures  would  be 
preserved  and  the  control  of  the  people 
over  their  own  lives  would,  at  length, 
be  established.  The  government  of 
Europe  a  Nation  should  deal  only  with 
such  questions  as  foreign  policy,  de¬ 
fence  and  the  general  economic  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  whole  continent;  it  would 
depend  on  the  vote  of  all  the  people 
of  Europe  for  a  European  Parliament. 
National  Parliaments  would  also  exist 
as  they  do  today,  to  deal  with  all  the 
social  and  cultural  questions  of  the 
individual  states  within  Europe.  Fur¬ 
ther  devolution  to  the  regions  would 
also  be  necessary  in  local  parliaments 
dealing  directly  with  the  daily  lives  of 
the  people.  There  would  be  more,  not 
less  opportunity  than  now  for  the  deve¬ 
lopment  of  local  culture.  Government 
can  be  built  in  three  tiers,  the  region, 
the  old  nation  and  the  new  nation.  The 
new  nation — Europe  a  Nation— would 
comprise  both  the  regions  and  the  old 
nations,  but  would  not  supersede 
them  Europe  in  union  alone  can 
give  all  our  peoples  the  strength  and 
the  means  to  control  their  own  lives 
and  to  direct  their  own  destinies 
Democracy  will  then  cease  to  be  a 
sliam  and  become  a  reality.  Our  people 
will  enter  a  wider  life  of  limitless 
opportunity,  in  which  their  political 
genius  may  develop  to  (lie  benefit  of 
all  mankind 

•First  published  In  "Eboracunf , 
York  Lhiverslty,  Efccraher  19TO 
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